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CORN LAWS --BONDED CORN.

. MAY flih, 1RA5,

The House havifig roolved itself into a Gommittee on
the Act of 3 George IV. ¢. GO.

Mr. Secrerany Caxyine rose and said—Al-
though, Sir, it would . have been very unusual to
offer any upposition to your tuking the chair for the
purpose of resuming,the qpmldomuon of a «vhiccy
in coqmittee, in t'\e »ame form to whiek: the. House -
had already consented, yet I feel Lound to offir my
thanks for the courtesy of the nonnur..bl(, baronet
(Sir 2 l\na,,chbull) d mose"wllo a*t W lth 'nm,
inallowing us at orcetp ehter intd an c\'unin.ltmn
of the qu(.stlon, in"a mam;er more convenicnt ahd
satisfactory than we otherwise could .have done,
had they nersisted ;h tae gppositién which’ they
thrgatened Befom nowever, [ procecd te- an

VQL. V1. B
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explanatioy of that resolution wkich [ am a.bout
to propose, [ will t'lkc Teavz  with the permissiin
‘of the House, tc clesr away s+ e gcneral objec-
tions to which fre whyle of the measures have
been subjected, objections which, although they
might not, if left unanswered, prejudice the prin-
ciple of- these measures, yet might, nevertheless,

excite some prejudice against them, by throwing
blame on those whose duty it was to prorose
them, 1am farther anxious to say a few words
on that subject, becausc it is my carnest Jesir2 to
frec my right honourable collcagues and myscJf.
from any thing like a breach of faith, such as hes
been more than once attemyted- to be cast upon

us, in the course of these proceedings.  Most
undoubtedly, 1 did, on the first day of the present
session, make a declaration, which I am equally

rcady to admit 1 have renewed since, that T was
of opinion the present w#is not a convenient scason
to cnter into. a c’ouslderatmu, of the corn-trade,

1\ itn a n?w of m'l.km :.n)‘tg.tcratlon in the laws
which affected it. ‘[hat opiion | have proclaimed
more than oncd:, Upon that vpmion I have,

throughout™ the whole cqurse of this :ession,
actel!; and 1 now “declage, ¥ithout hesitation, that -
it stxll rcm'm\s unclmnrrcd‘ ﬁnd csill morcrth;tt
if any one will consider these r(,solutwm, with a
&ir ond uuprq;udnced judgment; ‘thcy will fingd
.that they are characterised Lv a strics mnformrtv

wiftr - uch an opinion, and, ar solely intended te
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enable Ilis Majesty’s Ministers and this House,
without incqnvenience, to postpone any considera}
tion of thosc laws, until another session. T am
quitc ready to admit, that if ary thing had been
~done by us to pro)udlcc the question of those
laws, after the dcclamtmns we have made to the
1ouse, it would bo, and desexrves to be, coasidered
a breach of faith upon our part. ! confess, after
the professions and opinions io which we have
given  utterance, that it is pur duty to rvmova»':.u y
unpre\smns which have arisen from such an acci-
e ent, and to conmlmtc, to tlic utmost of our power,
the pm]udlccs which may have been excited by
it; but I not énly belicve most sincerely that
this measure is calculated to do away with any
inconveniences  which  might  attend at this
scason a general discussion upon the subject of
the corn trade, but I am also of opinion, that
so far from its being a breach of faith, it is a
preservation of that faith; am’l while it l\ cal-
culated for the bend'ite of® all classes, ,that’ it s,
above all others! adapted to the prescrvatmn
of the interdsti of ‘hat class ivhose rlghts are
said tu be , move p(_i(ulnrlv raﬂ"cci:ec.. If, on
~ihe one hand, T am= ea('v to a'cknm. ledsre that
any -attempt tpon pur ,’mrt to prejudice the general
question, would be unfair, as regards the agri-
tulturists, and inwise and improper as a mcasure
of* policy, ! hope: 17de not ask tvo much, if I
wish to ask crcdit to His Majesty’s Governfant
L2



<de
g

for a conscirntious desire to ao their duty te all
clusses, and to guide their councils so as to
preserve the interests of every portion of ihe
comnumity, whether commercial, manufacturing,
or agricultural. .
In addition to the 1mputal|on of a breach of
faith, there has been another charge brought
awilinﬂt us, less serious I confess, but which 1 am
still very anxious fo refute—I mean a something
wiich has been presumed pretty generally, of gnme
sudden change ir tiie councils of lis Majesty’s
Ministers with respect’ to the Corn Laws, since
that question was brought under the consideration
of this Iouse, by the honourable memberfor Bridge-
north (Mr. W. Whitmorcj. There is, however.
still a third charge, in addition to this inconsis-
tency, which has been arrayed in argument against
us since the commencement of this discussion.
It is stated that my rigit honourable friend, the
President of ‘the’ Board of Trade, (Mr. Ilus-
Kisson) @are, in his placeatyf this House, such
an answer, in ieply to a qugstion from the
honourable’ mener for Shaftesbuiy (Mr. E. 1.
Davenport), as led to the \enof that the hondad
corn wenldnot bc medd}ed"wnth tlusryear. 1do
nof presume o .say that¥this accbunt of -that
answer may not be perfectly correct, although I
eanngt speak from my own knowlédge, not having
sbeen in my place at’the tl.v\1‘113\.l 1én it-was given ;
butT say broa,dly, that if tMat inswer was such as
left tlic matter in doubt.—if it was worded in gencral

CORN LAWS= HONDED COKN,
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terrps, and so as topvoid the poqslblhty of being
committed to .,any specific and decided course—
then it wa$ unfair to draw from that answer any
such infererfce as I have heard used in argument
against us on the present oceasion. I would con-
tend even, thiat my right honourable fricnd did
what was perfectly right and consistent with the
préctice of this House, in thc mgnner in which
he worded that reply. .
«» Nothing is more common than for a responsible
Ministur of the Crown to'cvmlq a question, either
of the aftirmative or the contrary, by such expe-
dients; and though I am quite certain that the
honourable member for Shaftesbury is altogether
blameless of any want of cnurtcsy', cither in
secking for that reply, or in allowing such infer-
ence to be drawn from it—and although I am
cqually certain h¢ meant nothing more than to
obtain information upon a subject which aftected
many general interests; yct surcly he cannot be
so innocent as not to ,sce what conserquoncds
miglt result from such ungugrded deciarations. .
Would he conslder itto be cither politie or prudent,
or at* all consistent with the duty *of a Minister
at the h(,a.d;.of the tl;‘db of this country‘ to give
answers, upgn the sgbject of Itis mtcntldns with
regard to a pan;tlcular commodlt), which might
« have the effecs of raising that artlcle.perhaps fifty
per cent. by the yery next past? lfc would,"] con-
.cgive, feel it to ‘be perfectly Justlﬁablc. for a
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Mihister, in such a situation, cither not to anawcr
at all, or to give such a reply as would avert
conseqquences so injurious to those engaged in tue
particular trade to which the question might
refer.

Questions arc put cvery day in this Touse, the
bearings of which are perhaps very little, if at all
untlerstood, cigher by those who put them, or by
those somctimes who are called upon to answer
them. 1 myself have been required to give re-
plies on various ogeasions, to questions of, w high,
perhaps, | saw the full consequences better alter-
wards than at the moment when | wag called upon
to speak ; hut 1 have no hesit ation in saying, that
had I not evaded them, or altogether refused a
dircet reply, 1 might have aftected the interests
of individuals in a degree which might hardly be
credited. By the efivet of inadvertently saying
* Aye,” upun'unu of these oceasions, I might
have created a.risc in a certain species of property
o the extent of full twerdy per cent.; .md

- perhaps, by a simpic ., No,” I might have d;pre-
ciated it to a similar extene.  [-say, therefore,
that questipns upon such sybjccts cannot be fairly
asked ; .and that, when askid, i wopld be diffi-
cult to'give anv other answer than ap.evasive one,
if a Mihister would fulfil properly the duties
mcumbent upon his entuatwn. if I regret any
Jhing upon this, occcmon, iy iy that my right
hoipurable friend did not remamn altogether silent;
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but of this I am, pefectly sure, that (there was
nothing in that answer which he intended to leave
opta to the infercnce which has been drawn*
fromit. ~ °

1 hope T have now cleared the (uestion from
sume of those’ impediments, with regard to its
proposers, which atood in the way of a {ree and
impartial discussion of its own mgrits, and that
the proposition will be allowed to stand upon its
ovn grounds, unconncctcd with the private views
or pledlwas of those who are callpd upon to submit
Jit to the consideration of the House. While it
remained intglved hy such opinions or preposses-
sions, I feel that«it wis not casy to prevent it froin
being mixed up with (uestions which gave it a
very unfavourable colour, in the eves of those
who were called upon to decide upon it; but 1
trust that they will now Took upmf it—and |
contend they ought so to look upon ir--as a ques-
tion supported by its own mefit? angl institicdl by
its accordance with *fhes soundest principles of
poh‘cy [ do not mefm to say, hat if | "thought
the prmcnplce upon which T call. for an assent to
thjs measure right, 1 would not he "pyepared to
-uphoid it upon that I'nglt but’l have the satis-
faction to saw, that wcshave now somcthmrr more
than mere theorctlcal right to support "us, and
¢hat we have, cven in the very shont penod whlch
has elapsed singe tlns question ‘was agitated, ,
«ajned the accessioh of some experience in de-
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fence of oyr principles. 1 hupeit will not he,con-
sidered an"unfair inference, that if l show what
“we have alrcady done, and the c\pcctatmn of
what we arc about to do, to be producing great
good, I may be allowed to anticipate still greater
good from the consummation of ‘our intentions.
The account of what we ffroposed upon the
subject of the bonded corn reached Liverpool
on Wednesday ntorning ; and on this day there
are¢ letters i town, one of which has be:n
put into my hand- just before T came-déwa to
the House. It is not from any friend of mine;
nor an acquaintance, nor a- political supporter
cither of mine or of my right Fonourable friend
who succeeded me in the honour of representing
that city in this House; but, on the contrary,
from a gentleman decidedly opposed to me in
politics. [ know him, however, to be 2 man of
high honour, unquestioned integrity, and possess-
ing great est'mation as a mercantile character in
t¢he’ city -where he resides.  In this letter, dated
from Liverpool, en’ extract of which I shall take
the liberty of reading to-the Holse, he says,
“There has been a slight improvement to-day, in
Manchester goods but tl?u ‘nwment it bécame
knlwwn that it Was the'in'ention of Ministers to
introduce a measure for our relief, by removing
the qestriqti‘on.s which kept the bonded corn out
of the market, cotton-could hot. be obtained at an
ad¥ance of five per cent.; and theve scemed ta be
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a vey gencral restorhtion of confidenge, arising
from the i'eelilug. that Government woufd do, all in
thelr power to relieve the sufferers,” This was
the langpage of one letter.  Since I entered the
House, however, I have reecived another, which
also is not addressed to me, or to any friend of
mine, ‘and [ helieve®the writer to be oppesed to
me in polities. 1 know, however, that he is‘a
person of respectability.  Iis 1ttter, dated 3d of
May, runs thus :-—< "The account of what has been
proposed by Ministers has mdde us all alive, and
ded to @ very general improvement in trade.
Iolders of codton are all speculating upon a rise ;
and there are no%sellers to-day.”  Surdly it could
not he said, after this, that the measure recom-
mended is not founded upon good principles;
and, cven if the practical effect may be in some
measnre over-rated, it must be a matter of con-
gratulation to its proposers, and an encouragement
to perseverance, when they sec thatsthe expecta-
tion of its cffects is liRkely to produce a,rgturn oft
.that’cenfidence, without whieh'the manufacturers
cannot hope t be rescucd from their Jresent dif-
ficpltics. I'am quite L)rcparcd to admit that, be-
causetherc ig so mucle good alltICIp'lt(‘d frq,m the
first propositien—thas ¥t the admission of bonded
corn—we are not thereforc” to,infer that this is an
argument for the second proposition. * The good .
ofsthe first propomt-on is plain and immediate;
that to be anticipated from the second i is distant
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and depepds on contingencies, « The first propo-
sition, may stand alone upon its own grounds:
but, although the sccond may rest upon a seme-
what different foundation, it tends to the same
principle.  We are, Rir, with regard to the oppo-
sition to the xecond mcasure, driven to one of two
vropositions—cithey that the present Corn Laws
arc to remain the fixed and unaltered future laws
of the country, or to declare at once that this is
the time to alter them; a time of great distress—
of unusual excitenuent—of extraordinary: anxiety.
If the latter course is to be foilowed, then we
should be compelled to say, 4hat our opinionsare
(':hangc.d with respect to the time for altering the
Corn Laws; but the contrary, as I said before, is
the result of our reflections. My opinion with
respect to the impropriety of that alteration has
been confirmed; and the very circumstances
which most recommended to me these temporary
_measures arc, that they will enable us to dispense
with that alteration of tlic laws which would
prove at this moment highly "inconvenicrt, and
would lead to no hencficiat resuli. I have never
heard it. aSSCIth by any man, even the most
strenypus opponent of these measvres, that the.
Corn “Laws should not unsierge a ravision: but 1
think t]mt at the prestnt moment, such a revision
»would be, ‘a great misfortunc; and I would dc-
clare that any, mau.looked ill at our condition,
who, complying with the pressure of the presert
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times,and circumstances, would persist to the full
extent in going into that inquiry which some, con-
side'r advisable.  An honourable baronet (Sir T.
Lethbridge) has asked us, why we should do any
thing, or what circumstances have called upon ns
to make any distinction hetween the present time,
and that period in which the honourable member
for Bridgenorth brought forward his proposition
to the Honse! I do not myself, as far as regards
the «uestion, see any diffcrence either; but | will
* endeavour to explain why I “cottsider that we are
«called upon to consent to this proposition.  For
thrge wecks befure the honourable member for
Bridgenorth made his motion, there had been a
gradual inclination to a ris¢ in price; for three
wecks since there has been the same: so that for
six wecks—with the exception, 1 believe, of the
last few days, when e can nfark a slight decline
—a constant tendency to rise has been visible in
the corn market; and that rise has been accom-
panicd by a xtatc of terror and alarm; which,
“althoagh I do not*mean to maKe.any prophecies
of fammc-, indiates aisapproach to a state which
no man’can contemplate with satisfaction. The
. barvest of lagt year‘began a month earlies, than
usual and the wnsumptldn of it*began 4lmoqt
“with the gathering in of the hagvest. This year it
ray be a month later, and the people b(.- obliged,
in the absente of .soine meaaure like that now
bgfope the House; to subsist upon its producc far



- 192 CORN LAWS—DBONDED CORN.

fourtecn months instead o1 twzlve. In ordinary
cases, and under other circumstances, such an evil
might, perhaps, be without difficulty averted ;. but,
I ask whether there is nothing mn the present
state of the country to call for more than ordinary
caution and prudence upon the part of llis Ma-
jesty's Government? The very fact, that the
country will be without a Parliament for many
months of the present year would be, in my opi-
njon, alone suflicient to justify such caution. 1
repeat, however, that I do not by any meang wish
it to be understood that T am predicting misfor-
tunes, which T am well aware may not, and whijch
I hope and trust will not,» occur. A fortnight of
mild weather, and west wind, may insurc us such
a harvest as will render unnccessary all the pre-
cautions which we are now taking. I maintain,
however, that it is as much the duty of Government
to provide against a possibleasa probable contin-
gency.c It cannot have escaped the recollection of
gentlemen, that, in the year 18106, the prospect of a
favourable harvest was changed in the cpurse of
a single night, and that tLe promise of the Mon-
day was totally blighted oir the, Wednesday. Was
it upen that accasion objected.to the Government .
when they came down with a proposition, caused
by this change of circumstances, that they were
guilty of vacillation and a dereliction of principle?
I know that ,gentlemcn‘ on the other side have
suid, und will say, that it is time enough to apply
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the remedy when ihe 'evil is found to exist, and
that a mild and mitigated harvest may put to
flight all the fears which are now entertained. I
admit the latter proposition ; but I maintain that
it is the duty of Government to guard against
even the possibility of cvil, especially when it is
agreed ‘on all hands, “that it weuld be inexpedient
to have recourse to the natural corrective which
the operation of the present Corn Laws would
afford. But it has been alsq objected by the op-
ponents of the present measure,that it is unneces-

-sary, because His Majesty’s Ministers alrcady
possess the pewer of doing that which they call
upon Parliament ‘to sanction. I am willing to
grant that we do constitutionally possess that
power, if we choose to exercise it; but I will ask
honourable members to look back with me to the
history of the lasc century, and say whether there
is not one instance during that period, which may
act as a warning, ifnot an example, to the Minis-

“ters of the present day.'s ? .

..V In the year 1766;, the great Lord Chatham was
at the head of Yhe Adnfinistration of this country,
and, with him Lord €amden, the most. «popular
lawyer’ this <ountry’ eVer saw, was assoojated.
For a few months nethiryy ¢ould bé more popular

“than their Government. A change of circum-
stances, however; arrived ; and, durjny a period
of scarcity, they were induced to exercisc the
pawer, which has lately becn stated in  this
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House, by some lmnouraihlc'"gvntl(-mon whom
I sec on the opposite bench, as .d)\nhlt('h
inherent in Government ; namely, to take’ mea-
sures suspensive of, and even infringing the lTaw,
in order to provide for the selus populi. These
eminent men, relying in part on the greatness of
their power, and iie part on their popularity, took
the illegal, but, as cvery body admitted, the
justifinble measare, under the circumstances, of
deing the cobverse of that which it is said ‘we
ought to do, il the necessity arises —I aitean what
was equivalent to ktopping the cxportation, as
we should be called upon th permit the importa-
tion of grain.  As the law*then stood, grain could
be exported from this country up to a certain
price.  Famine stared them in the face, and they
laid an cmbargo, stopping the exported grain.
When Parlinment met. the most violent debates
ensued ; and, wh.u. was singular, every man who
spoke in thdke debates admitted - the act was ah-
solutcly mecessary to e donc; yet, becanse they
had done it pu’upnt.ttcl\, as it was said, and with.
out a due vegard to all thé ciredmstane es helong-
ing o &, and withyut a suil-cr-nl. fense.of vhat
they #wved, m‘(lul\' to l’.ull.um nt-—--a«r:un st these
two popular Ministers, fhe mont Stormy debates
ensued, and the meost violent-attacks were made
sudgressfully.in both Hoases of Parliament. ¢
If, then, in @ casetin sene d':--rl ee p'u allel, such
was the result-—if those two Ministers, so superio
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in talents and lmpularity to any of those who
compose the present Administration — hecame
the”objects of the most violent and sucecessful
attacks, in both Houses, because, at a period
when Parliament was not sitting, they had taken
upon themscelves the responsibility of advising
a medsure which was, they. considered,- called
tor by the exigencies of the counéiry—is it not
a fair inference, to say that the excrcise of a
similar  power upon the part. of* the present
Govarniment would be visited with at least equal
gbloquy, and call down equal opposition?  1s it
not an equally fair inderence, to say, that had the
Administration to which 1 allude beea able to
foresce the opposition by which their measure
would be met, they would have waited for the
mecting of Parliament before they ventured to
bring it forward 2 Will any man, then, say, that
Hisx Majesty’s Ministers, with this example before
their eyes, are 10 be blamed, because, foresceing
a probable cause for Yntizipating a case calling
fur an snterference with  the. existing law, they
consult Parliatheat in the first instance, inste: Wl
of waiting until l!lc crisis comes, and lh'xn acting
upon their own respoissibility ¢ "¢ But,” saythe
opponents of she meastre, * you™have no nccd
to come to P'u"l.uncnt for flegve todo that which
tke Constitution empowers you to do—you are
the. responsible 1d.,\'1~(,r-, of slre Crown, and,
sych,. you have the power of carrymg info
cffect the measure which yo: now propose.™ |1
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ask, whether this plea availed Lord Chatham
or Lord Camden, when placed in cireumstances
where their claim to indulgzence was much greater
than ours would be, if, furesceing, as we do, the
possible oceurrence of a situation calling for inter-
ference with the existing law, aud having the
power, which they had not, ot consulting Parlia-
ment in the first instance, we neglected to doso?
Sir, what was recommended to us by several
gcntlelm.n but more parlu.ul.uly by the honour-
able «ronﬂcm.m to whom I took the 'iberty of
alluding, was, let things go on-—let the necessity
arisc—then use the power with wnich you are
i‘ntrust('(l and then come to Parliament lm a ll
of indemnity, If the circumstances eame on by
surprise, Parliament not sitting, 1 would have
done so0, and 1 would have trusted to Parliament
for indenmmity ; but when | see the spirit in which
we are catechised for mooling it even as a possi-
bility that we should have occasion to admit
forcign corn, what ca.nes. is that of the spirit in
which we should be received if we hiayd come
alterwards for indenmnity?  Is 1t to he believed
that the <amc gentlemen-—who cousider it as a
sin against the landed interect tlmt we conecive
if posslblv the“case may gecuy in which we should
wish to act on that dls(.l't.thll—W()lll(]. if we now
aciyd on that diseretion, withaut their previous
knowledge and consent, .have_opened their arms
to us wnh indemnity, whcn we came to render an
account? Would 2ot the first question asked by
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them in that ease have heen, © What! had you no
apprehension? Was there no indicationt of danger?
Wit ! were six weeks of o rise in prices no-
thing 7 If we had acted without taking dhat
warning, or without mentioning the twet, can we
believe that the same gentlemen who are now
unwilting to grant taat disercyon, would then he
so Willing to allow that it was jusyly taken, wrd
would not have thrown the six tvecks of a rise in
prices in our face?  Iis NOW, forsooth, nofhinge
to the*purpose, that the re is Wit \(.l“\lll'.f about
dhe manufacturing distriets.  But do yvou believe
thay iff we Iyl actwl, and then eome for an m-
(lv'nm(\' we should nat have been asked = We re
there no indications of the necessity - -Was there
no discontent /—=Were vou quite ignorant that
there was a small stock on hand 7 Had you no
knowledge that theé prices *of grain bad been
gradually looking up for some time ! Was there
no danger to be apprehended trom &unine acting
upon an exeite « and dixafbected population 7 1.
_ask, .\Jl. it there -wuuld have hegen no l.m'ru.ur(-
“of this kind, Ykl if fwe should not h.uc had to
encounter stll greater opposition than that which
hore down mcn s0°nmich fredttr than we can
_ever hope to k(- cmwg]é{ccn and itetheir faie on--ht
not at ouce to opcr'ltt. asha varmu«r to deter ll\
from a confidenoe which, might prove | Tatal, and
asqa light to guide us to that course “which is
Justified by c.\lx.uen(.e! should we not, I agk,
VOL. VI. :
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he worse than madmen, if, notwithstanding what
we see, aud what we know from the records of
history, we were to plunge biindly into a difticuity
from which it would be vain to call upon our
advisers to extricate us ! No other course, there-
fore, remained to us, but to come at once and
ask for the sanction of Parkiament.  Our mere
love of what we consider legal and constitutional
constitutes all the difference hetween us and our
opponents, :
The fate of those who negleeted Parfiament
operates but as a stimulus to the one course, and
as an avoidance of the others Sir, Wwe may come
at last to that erisis which e diead ; we may be
compelled, it Parliament refuses its consent to
the measure we propose, and throws us hack on
the power of the Crown, to make use of the very
means which we deprecate: but it we do, the
responsibility rests not on us, but on the heads of
_those who xot only desert their constitutional
principles by refusing o cnact the law, but even
seem to think théy, have a sound argument in
their desertion.  These gentiemen'say we have a
power which we may use, and comes before their
tribungl for frecdom fromeptnishment; we wish
the power to,bé granted, ws by that tribunal, and
that is the sole purport of the present measure.
It is not my desire to agitate the country by any
unnceessary apprehension,  The time for the ex-
ercise of such a power may have rever heen more
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(l*lstanl but it # the desive of is Majesty’s
Ministers, 10uml('d on the justifiable principle of
a sband precaution, to receive such a license as
they may cxcreise for the benefit of the com-
munity, should the necessity arise in those six
weceks, when, .pcrlmps, from a dissolution of
Parliament, they maght be wable to apply to it
as the respository of that power, and ewhen tlfe
danger might be too imminent®to endure dchy
fead never let it be said, that it was o crime in a
British® 2inister, that he prdbrs the sanction of
Parliament to an arbitrary.cexercise of the pre-
rogatives of e Crown.  Well, then, we ask per-
mission to do, ndt that which we arg, by the
Constitution, debarred from doing-—for the very
rgument against it admits our right—but we ask
ermission to do that, which, it we do upon our
own responsibility, fve must "afterwards come to
wk Parliament to sanction by their approval.  If
Parliament werg not sitting when she exigeney
iceurred, there might*he a very good reason for.
uloptluw the u)ur!c which w¢’ uummwml un-
anctioned l)\ their dpprobation. Byt we have
l.tr.llams.nt stting, and, foresceing the difficulty
vhich* may apise, avd do thiat, “Which, if Ng ne-
slected to do, -\\ould dégevedly sthiect us to tlle
mputation of ha\m«r treated their authoriry with
wutempt. We nun'ht perhaps, if we 'tetc(l uthcr- .
visg, adducc the ¢use \\luch 0ccnurml in the Ad- .
yinjstration of Lord Chatham and Lord Camdey';
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but we should, if we did so, be justly met with
this answer- ¢ True, they acted o5 vou say; but
then there was this slight difference between ybur
respective cases.  They acted upon their own
responsibility, when no Parliament was sitting.
You foresaw the danger, and yet yon did not
conscnt to consult o Parliamcat which was sitting
long before the danger which vou apprehended
had vecurred.  The responsibility, therefore, rests
upon yourselves, and vou must take the cons.-
quences.”  The diflerence of the circmmstinces
makes all the difference of conduet; and T say
that they who refuse to give us thix sanetion
must take on themselves the cohsequence of the
objection.

No again, | say, that if the Corn Law was one
which, in the course of these debates, any one
gentleman had said he was prepared and desirous
to let go to its full operation, all these precautions
might havebeen dispensed with.  But what
would become of the 'predent difticnlty ? - After
the difticulty had heen experienced, and ‘vhen
Parliament met again, do- honourdble gentlemen
think they would come to the discussion with a
bettep:temper bécause it had gone -to its full ex-
tent? Tt ix thérefore, 8ir> that, T say to gentlemen
of the landed interest fhat this is their (uestion,
and it is for, their protection T bring it forward.
I bring it forward besause [ am surc, that till the
question can be discussed in -another scssion
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:—l)i‘t)b:ll)lv in diother Parliament—ig is better
the law should remain, as it has hitherto, done,
alifost a de ul letter in its operation. T am sure
that we did good last vear by interposing the
bonded corn—that we do good now to them by
interposing the bonded corn this year; and that
we plovide for theif advantage by taking a power
to i.m(‘r])mu: agrain between the extseme operation
of the law, and the consequente to the agricul-
furists,  Nir, it remains lu,\l.m- (u‘ll\ the me lblll‘c
of le\l)(ﬂl\ll)llll\' which we pmpu!v to ask of Par-
eliament.  We propose to ask a sunction for the
caercise of ‘the responsible diseretion which s
not only admitted, bup contended to exist in the
Crown, in the case of an emergeney. 1 said, on
a former night, that so far from ereating an exten-
sive diseretion, there was no maide of limiting it,
consistent with ifs (.)l)jl'(:l, oh the aqae part, and
consistent on the other with a faithful adherence
to the assurance that we did noit wish ta antici-
pate the discussion ol*the® Corn Laws-——that wos
, did bt ¢ mwsll) ('lc\n‘v The Rieolution which |
have to pruposc%n the Housc is this— That it i
thy upllll(m nl this Chmmittee, lh.tl. it is wxpedient
to enfpower His \v[.qc\'l) l)v unv order ogsprders
_of His Majesty in £wiidieit, to pd‘nut umlcr cey-
tain regulations, and for a Yime to be lunm,d, the
entry for homes consurpption of yn* additienal «
quantity of forcigm corn, moat, or,tlour, subject to
thg duties which may he imposed by an_act to.he
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passed in, this session of Parliument.” In. the
course of the former dcbate, L observed that there
were three modes by which the proposed Resolu-
tion could be restricted : first, by the imposition
of a duty: sccondly, by a restriction as to price;
and thirdly, by a limitation in the quantity. Upon
that occusion, an hanourable 'and learned gentle-
man opposite £ Mr. Brougham) objected, and with
great appearance’ of justice, to the first of these
modes—--the infposition of a duty ; while another
honourable menfoer expressed himself wnfavour-
able to the second, upon the ground that it fixed
too low a maximum of price. *Now T am disposed
to vield to. the sugeestions @f hoth the honourable
members 3 and, doing away with the limitation as
to price and duty, to retain that of quantity alone.
Another honourable gentleman suggested a limita-
tion in the price, and proposed that wheat should not
be admitted until it had risen to G5s. the quarter.
This appears*to me, on reflection, to be liable to
‘the same objections, that it may be considered as
fixing the rate wt which importation should, in
future, always take place.  In one state of the
country, +G5s, might be a \‘cry high pnw and
mighte press vcr3 lu-avlly whercas in a“more
flpurishing condition, it niight, be Comparatively
cheap; awd this varsation in the pressure of the
sany: nominal amount of price appears to be &
decided objectien td this modesof regulating the
importation.  For these reasons Fthink that the
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third, mode is thesbest, mmd\ a lmutahon of the
quantity to be imported. By this mode we Jeave
thé¢«Corn Laws exactly as they were; we lay
down no new principles—create no prejudices.
It becomes a mere temporary measure in all its
circumstiaces, accomplishing the object for which
it was intended, witlont leavigg any sting hehind.
As 1o the quantity bheyond whicly importation
shall not extend, that must besin some degree
athitrary ; but, in the absence of any more ¢om-
mandin'e principle of action, *1 ptopose such a
quantity as, together with the corn to be released
frgm hond, $hall make one hall of the greatest
importation ever hades  According to this modé
of estimating the guantity, 1 shall propose 500,000
quatters as the limit in point of quantity. T do
not know how to explain the nature and meaning
of that limitation befter than by re: ulmg,r the heads
of'a hill (worded technically, of course, and sub-
jeet to revision and correction , whigh I mean to
found_upon the Resofption: with which I shall,
conchulc [ The right honourable gontleman here
read the heads of the bill, which were  ay follow :]
—*¢ Wlicreay an Actehas heen p.t\aml in,the pre-
sent session of DParliament,* to® Permit the, entry
' for home (-on}umptwu at the foregn grain, meal,
“and flour which were in she, warchouses” of the
United l\m«rdom.un the 2d of May, 1836 ; and it
may be expedieqt, from gwcumstanccs which
cannot now he mrcscen, to admit, bc:lm‘e the com-
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mencement of the next session.of Parliament, a
turther limited quantity of forcign corn for home
consumption, before such corn would be admissi-
ble under the laws now in foree, relating to the
importation of the said corn.—--Be it therefore
cnacted, &e. that it shall be lawful for His Ma-
jesty, gt any time, from and gfter the close of the
present, and until the commencement of the next
sexsion of Parliasnent. by and with the advice of
His Majesty’s Privy Council, to issue an ordes,
or orders, to permit the entry for home consemp-
tion, cither of the whole, or of any proportion, of
the forcign wheat, and of flour made of wheyt,
which may be in the warchouses of this country
at the date of the issuing such order or orders,
respeetively 5 provided always, that the guantity
of foreign wheat or four so to be admitted under
order or orders, shull not exceed 500,000 quar-
ters (500,000 quarters in the whole. Provided
also, tnat noguch order shall be i n foree for more
,than two months froen the time of its being
l\\ll(‘(!. and thpt wpy wheat, or flour mpde of
wheat, i Imml which may nave.cen included in
such order, nd which shall st have been taken
out .uul entered fir home conswmption, aceording
to the lums and conditioms to b specitied in
such order, Defore dhe expiration of the period
specitied in such m:lu. shall nat be entitled te
the enefit of such erder. Thag it shall be Tawtal
fur Hiz Majesty in Council, by anv such order as
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aforesaid, to requird; as onc of the conditions for
admitting su(_h furcign wheat or flour to't.ntor for
home consumption, that it shall, upon such entry,
pay such duty as the said order may direct, not
exceeding any duty now imposed under the Act
of his present ;\Izljcsty, entitled © An Act relating
to the Importation of Foreign Gorn.” ™ .

By proposing to limit the importagion of corn’
to the quantity provided for in the bill, 1 think
we shall have fully provided forsthe probable
wantseof’ ¢he people during the 'intérval between
ke two Parlioments.  That is the great object
whjch His Majesty’s Ministers have had in view ;
and whatever objdetion snay apply to the measure,
cither in principle or detail, I trust we shall, at
least, be free from the imputation of having acted
with bad faith towards the landed interest. It s
an imputation which,” as far a% T am, coucerncd,
I most unequivocally disavow, and 1 can answer
with cqual sincgrity for my colleagnes. « At all
_eventsy 1 am convineed'¢hat we should nog have
. dlixchivgred our duly it we had taken the respon-
sibility upon uurwl\ es, *and had (lcclmul to apply
to Rarliameng for, thetr sanction ‘to lhv measure

which *l havee nows the® hondur 6 propose,

The right honourab& Echtleman concluded by moving
the following Resolution:
®s That it is the ('npiniuu of thix Commiteee, that i@ is
exptdient to empower Tlis Majesty, *by any order or urdvra
uf 1Jis Majesty in Council, to permit, under certain regi-
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lations, and for a time to be limited, the entry, for home
consumptioa, of an additional quantity of foreign corn,
meal, or flour, subject to the duties whicly may be impused,
by an Act to he passed in this Session of Parliament.”

The Resolution was agreed to.

STATE OF SLAVERY

NMAT 19th, 1526,

Mz. Brovciras moved the following Resolution :-

« That :his House has obseived with deep regret that
nothing cffectual has been done by the Legislitures of s
Majesty’s Colonies in the West Indices, in cmnpli:mcv‘ with
the deelared wishes of is Majesty’s Government, and the:
Resolutions of this ouse of tie 15th of May, 1825,
touching the condition of the Slaves; and this House will,
therefore, carly ine the next Session of Parliament, take
into its most serious consideratjon such measures as may
appear 10 be necessary for giving effect to the saic Reso-

Iutions.™

M, CaxxiNe rose, and-addressed the 1louse
to the following effcat :»—The hcnourable and
lcarned gentleman (M.. Denman) who spoke last,
Nir, has brought the question which is now befora
the Ilouse, preciscly to that point at which I am
desirous of meeting it.
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Tha practical pdmt to be decided is,.whethe;'
the Resolution now proposed for its adoptiop, is
likely to be ns( ful, or otherwise, for the purposes
for which [ am hound to believe it is intended ?
That Rcz~olutmn.(,unl.uns, indeed, some proposi-
tions, to which, as abstract propositions, I have
no difliculty (with cestain modifications) in sub-
geribing.  But the questions for the ouse, or
the present oceasion, I take to Be—not whether
tif: Romlutmn he abstractedly true; bat whether
the passiny of any such Resolution as this be cither

cnecessary or advisable ? and it it be neither ne-

ceyary por ddvisable, whether it may not be
vather detrimental thars heneficial to the general
ubjeet upon which the [ouse has already ex-
pressed its determination.

[n addressing mysell to these questions, I
must lay out of the”account’ much—indeed the
greater part—of the speech of one honourable
and learned gentleman (Dr. Lushington); because
_it has been already determed by the Heuse, and
by th(,.(mvcnum nt, to procced inethis great mea-
sure, as lar us pessible, by means of gonciliation
and recomlm,nda,tmn‘ but the whole of. the ho-
nourable ang lcarnc¢d® gcntlcmans speegh, was
ducclcd rath¥r toymeins® of forte. and tcrrm;
llnt.qm(-ch therefore, I st pass by, as en-
tirely dissonant from the whole tong and temper
in shich the discwssion, of this matter has been
Litherto conducted : and especially from .thc labo-
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rious and tcmperatc specch with which this Reso-
lution has been introduced for our deliberation.

I must assume, Nir, that the Resolutions passed
by this House, in May 1823, consiitute the rule
which Parliament have agreed to take for their
guidance; and I must also assume (the position
which | have just stated not being eontradicted;
that the several measures which the Government
have founded oif those Resolutions, are admitted
to have been conceived in the spirit of those
Resolutions, wsd o have been framed ir'ageord-
ance with that spirit.

It, Nir, there be those who think' that a (‘lﬂc-
rent course from that whicl the Erouse of Commons
has pursued. ought to have heen adopted; it
there be those who are even disposed to go hack
to the year 18207, and to contend that the aboli-
tion of slavery in the West Indies, ought to have
been then enforeed by the sine Act of Parliament
which abolished the trade in slaves, I have really
only to say to them thas‘they come too late into
the field : that,Parliament has already taken its
determinution, and formeid its ‘decision on that
subject., I must remind the, n that Parliament has
alre.lgl)[ declared.’ in i way fiot to e mistmder-
atoou, llmt i would not Wnact thed e ‘mancipation
of the’ slaves in the AVest Imlws. that it Jooks
to that result enly through @ sober and griv
dual course of. measures; that it will not.be
direrted from that course, except by a degree of
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resistance, amournting to contumacy, on the part
of the West Indian colonies, which it will not at
present apprehend.

If there be those again who think that this
important question, involving, as it confessedly
ducs, the lives, the interests, and the property
of ourtfellow subjects, is to e determinedlon the
abstract proposition--** That man caamot he made
the property of man,” -1 take tlfe: liberty of rele-
guting them to the schooly; and ol telling them
that <héy do not deal with this‘greve and compli-
eated matter as members of the British Parliament,
or, s members of a society constituted like that
m which we live, of kg cslablished.illtx'rcst.s:,
of conflicting claims to protection, of modifica-
tiont and involutions of property, not to be
changed and simplified by a sudden effort, and
of useges which, however ‘undesigable, i the
question were as to their new institution, are too
inveterately rogted to be destroved at a single
blow.. [ must tell tlam,*Nir, that the practical.
.adoption of their spccul.ltwc nofiops would ex posc
our West Tndia possessions to 1'1\"1"(-.and desola-
tiop; which; I thinks those honourable gentlemen
themgelves would be'ag little satisfied to hehold,

.as I hope they are gpecjared, wilfully to Qr'oduc.e
them. ) Yo,
* Thelearned civilian, referringtoa formcr debgte,
haw quoted «a passage of a speech of mmc wherein
I sfated, * that the spirit of the British Congti-
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tution was, in its principle, hodtile to any modifi-
cation of slavery.” This refererce compels me
to set myself right with the House.” The learned
civilian has read the extract from the speech, but
he has not given the context from which it is
torn. Sir, the honourable member for Weymouth
had, .on that occasion, prefaced his proposed
RResolution with a declaration, that * the state of
slavery was repugnant to the principles of the
British Constitution, and of the Christian religion.”
Did 1 subseribe Yo that proposition? 'Caa the
sentence quoted by the learned civilian be fairl>-
understood in that scense?. In order thatsthe
Mouse should rightly undzrstand what 1 did say,
I will read that part of my speech of that d.n' fo
which the quoted sentence belongs,

** The honourable gentleman (it is the honour-
ablemember for Wevmouth to whom Tam alluding)
begins his Resolution with a recital which T confess
greatly embarrasses me. e says, that ¢ the
state of slavery is repugnent to the principles of
the British C'onstitution, and of the Christian
religion,” God forbid that he avho ventures to
object to this statement should therefore be held
to assgrt a contradiction to it! 1 do not say that
the state of slavery is eonsonant to the principles
of the British Constitution; still less do I say
that the state of’ slavery is conscnant to the prin
ciples of the Christian religion.. But though I <lo
not advance these propositions myself, neverthe-
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less, I must say, taat in my opinion the proposi-
tions of the honqurable gentleman are not practi-
cally.true. It the honourable gentleman means
that the Britisn Constitution does not admit of
slavery in that part of the British dominions
where the Constitution is in full play, undoubtedly
his statement is trueg but it makes nothing for
his object.  If, however, the honourgble member-
is to be understood to maintain that the British
(‘wnstitution has not tolerate d for yeass, nay, more,
for centuries, in the mlmmv ‘thea" éxistence of
.slavery—a state of society unknown in the mother
country—that' is a position which is altogether
without foundation. and positively and practically
untrue.  In my opinion, when a proposition is
submitted to this Iouse, for the purpose of
inducing the IHouse to act upon it, care should
be taken not to coitfound, as 1 think is done in
this Resolution, what is morally true with what
is historically false. Undoubtedly, the spirit of
the British (zOll\tltlltluﬁ,ls, en its principle, hostile
to any modification ol slavery; butag unduuhtcdly,
the Bl‘lthh l'allnmcm. has for l"‘(‘\, tolerated,
sanctiomed, prolcctod and eveh cncoun.vrul a
sw,stc,m of u\lum.;l scatublishmtnt of “hlch it
well knew sl.u.ery tg herthefoundation.™  ~
Lcere I do not so.y that slavery is sanctioned by
the spirit of the Christian religion ; and as little
do | say, that it is @'mctloncd_ by the principles of
the British Constitution? But, although T do npt
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advance any such propositiod in opposition to
that of the henourable member, for Weymouth,
still T do say, that his proposition‘is not practi-
cally true.  H the honourable and léarned gentle-
man meant to say, that the spirit of the British
Constitution is adverse to slavery, I admit the
truth of his prop(wilion : byt it makes nothing for
diis arcumeng. I ke meant to say, that the Bri-
tish Constitution has not for years tolerated sla-
very in its colonies, then it is quite evident that
his propositidr.is 'puqlm v and practically wntrue.

T contended then, as 1 contend now, that care
ought to he tuken, in touching questions of this
‘nature, not to mingle and confound what is mo-
rally true with what ix historically false. I ad-
mitted then, as L admit now, that the C'onstitution
of this country is adverse to the practice or prin-
ciple of slavery; but, I aftitmed then, and 1 now
repeat the aftirmation, that the Parliament of this
country hascprotected, fostered. and encouraged
establishments, whoscemain support, it well knew,
was derived fromeslavery.  Guarded then, Sir, uﬁ'
my declaration on this suhic' stawas at the begin-
ning, guardul as it was at tho end, T think the
led arng Wl gentlenidn did not*do qmtv i.urls. _did
not act, in respect to wy, speechd as he would
have acted professiomally in the citation of any
document. in a court of justice, ~when he sepa-
rated a snwle scuteuce ur rather member ¢f a
scntence, from the rest, A presented it to the
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House, as a simple, direct, substantive, and un-
qualified proposition.

The learned gentleman seems, indeed, to think
that he is at liberty to construe my speech of three
vears ago by comparison with something which
passed the other day, in another place ; of which,
as stated by himself, T profess 1 do not see the prac-
tical hearing upon my argument - suchas | have now
shown that argument to have heeit) ; —but of which
I*know absolutely nothing but whiet the assertion
of the himourable and learned gendeman conveys
& me.  The distinetion I now wish to press upon
thg attention of the House, is the same as [ have
always endeavowred to emaintain. I haye before
said, that theoretically true as it may he, that the
spirif of slavery is repugniant to the spirit of the
British Constitution, yet this conntry, blessed
though she has been With a frée Constitution her-
self, has encouraged in her colonies the practice
of slavery, howgver alien to her own domestic
institations ; and this, wo, be it remembergd, at
a time. when her councils were guided by men,
the acknowledged and hoasted friends of " liberty.
I will not stap to enter into a disquisition whether,
at the Yime toawhioh I rdfer, The duties of govern-
ments, and tHe rights «F man, as man, \\L'IC as
fully understood as in the afe sin which we have
the happiness to.live: whether the freedom .of
ingland had thems attaiped that moral maturity
which it now exhibits. Be that as it may, thé

VoL, VI. D
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simple fact is, that this country, notwithstanding
her free Constitution, did foun:d and maintain,
nay, more, did foster and prescribe a systeni, of
which, not only was slaverv an ingredient, but
which required an aunnual influx of the black
Stygian stream of slavery for its nutriment and
sustentation. - '

But there was another part of the proposition
put forth by the honourable member for Wey-
mouth, on the oceasion to which the learned civi-
lian has alluded, viz. —that the state of slavery is
repugnant to the principles of the Christian re'i-
gion,  To this, Sir, 1 objeeted, not, certiinly,
meaning thereby to degrade the Christian religion
by the imputation that it was tolerant of slavery ;
but meaning to free this country from the neces-
sity which would result from the adoption of the
honourable gentléman's doetrine-- the necessity
of proceeding, without pause or hesitation, not.
merely to the immediate modifieation and gradual
aholition of slavery i the’ colonics, but to its in-
stant and totzl ‘extirpation., "What 1 meant to
deny in"thg honourable member's proposition was,
that the Christian religion ind slavery could not
be i existence together.® | seid that the ‘reverse
is ll'u; facts;-£that they havo,co-cisted from the
very dawn of christfanity up to the present day.
Neither, therefore, am 1 forced-1o admit that it-is
a principle ol the' Lhristian ~cligion to sanetion
Mavery.  The course of the Christian religion has

.
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:1I;\-'a_w: been to adapt itsell’ to the eircymstances
of the place anddtime in which it was stekins to
make a progress; to accommodate itself to all
stations of life, to all varieties of acting ar of sul-
fering : restraiming the high, exalting the lowly,
by precepts applicable to all diversities of situa-
tion ; and alike contributing ta the happiness of
man, and providing for his welfare, whether con-
neeted with his highest destinies! or deseending
with him to his lowest dg-,«_,rl.ulal'iun,—“holhor
mounsingthe throne of the Caesars; or(omﬁ)rtnw
»the captive in his cell.

Bat while Christianity hax  thus blessed and,
improved mankind, its eoperation has wot heen
direet, precipitate, or violent, It has invaded no
existing rights or relations, it has disiurbed no
established modes of government or law. 1t has
rendered and recommended obédienceto temporal
power, even where that power was exereised with
no light hand, angd administered throgh no mild
_or uncprrupted institations.® While the dpatrines
of christianity \wu- preaching insthe streets of
Rome,-- * serei cruciantur” continued to be the
ordipary forng of prodess in the Fonu Aot for
the puflishment ofethe .shvc whe had heepreon-
uou.d of a ciime, bt fcw extracling « -wdoncv
"from one produced as a witiesse, .

*Then, Sir, it is not truc, that the Chyistian r¢li-
giom prescribes thesextinetions of slavery, with un-

[
D2 .
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sparing, uncompromising, indiceriminating haste.
It is not teae that christianity ordains the extir-
pation of this great moral cvil by other mdans
than those which are consonant with the just spirit
of the British Constitution,~ -means of equity and
good faith, as well as of well-understood humanity -
mecasyres moderate in their character, and pro
gressive in their operation,

Is there any thing, then, Rir, in what T have
laid down to inculpate the spirit of christianity or
the principles-of the British constitntionms 211 the
British Government, and the British Parliament,
have for a long series of years fostered that sy stem
"upnn which we all now, look” with abhorrenee,
what is the fair inferenee?  Is it that we are to
continu¢ to foster and cherish it still ¢ Noj, Nir;
that is not what I maintain: but I do maintain
that we having all coneurrediin the guilt of rearing
and fostering the evil, are notto turn round upon
the planters, and say, ** you alone shall suffer all
the punltv; we deteryline to o get rid of this
moral pextilence, which infecis our chargeter as
much asy yours, which e have' as much contri-
buted to pmp.lgutc as yws; but yen, as spotted
lepcr.s', shall be 'hanished from our society, and
cast'to utter wain, to expiate pur coimmon crime.”

Nir, 1 propose thatewe proceed with more deli-
berate counsel, and a more ,even hand.  The
Hbuse has' already | rc~ol\ ed 5o to proceed ; .and
the question for decision. therefore, this night is,



S'r.i TEOF SLAVERY.

.
whether the Resolution now offered for, udol;tim'l
is conceived ins that even spirit, and bears the
xt.unp of that tompor.ul(‘ deliberation ?

In order to decide this question, let us look
where we now stand. . The Resolntions of May,
1823, form the ground upon which we have
hithertd proceeded : » [s therq, then, reason to
believe that the Government havesacted upon
those  Resolutions otherwise thdn in the most
perfect sineerity 7 and have ,not the Government
avowed their determination, if the ¢olonies should

»@ince i confumacious resistance, 1o call upon
Parfiament for aid 7+

If we have neted with sineerity on the views
sanctioned by Parliament, and if’ we have not de-
partéd from the declaration of our deteriination
to come to Parliiment for aid, iff necessary,-
wherefore now mlupt'u Resolittion, which, if it is
not necessary for the furtherance of the views of
Government, must of necessity perplex them?
. We lmu- alrcady had, 1 tht course of the session,
two motions c-unnvclod with this -\ul)u'ct Upon
one of them, lh.lt-lc-l.um«r to certain trigls of slaves
in the West Andigs, Fmoved an “amendment, ex-
prosswe of the disgnst mtumllv felt at spme of
.the scenex brought amdor the notice of the Iluust,
on that occasions; and d(-d‘mmv that we saw in
those scenes onlysgreater xeason to adhere to the
Resolutions of 1828, If, thercfore, the Resolution
proposed to us this nié‘ht were no mote than, &
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rencwal of our former declarations, it would
amoynt fo nothing —it would he powerless, it
would be useless. ' .

But it is no such thing. Lct us examine what
itis. In the first place, it expresses regret at the
proceedings of the West Indian Legislatures.  To
this part of it T ean have no ubjection, Turther
than that it would be a waste of time to record
over again what we have already recorded.  But
the second part oi the Resolution ple d"‘Cs the
House to follow up this declaration with measures,
not defined, in the ensuing session. o that part
L have a decided objeetion. 1 think that to plulge
oursclves.to such a declazation would be produe-
tive of positive mischicf.

1, Sir, do not despair, that, in the course ol the
six or cight months which may intervene between
the present and enshing session, the West Indian
Legislatures may adopt measures in the spirit of
the recomméndations sent out to,them. T think

« their disposition to do thissvould be weakened by
a pledge of the nature propused. They would
argue, that we knew not onr own minds; that,
dissatistied wnh the course which we had already
takene we now ood pledgéd o resort to” some
qther undchuc(i mode of législation ; that whatever
might ]n}c heen, up th this period, the views of
Gayernment, the Tlouse pff Commons had stepped
in and changed théem. In this way would the
Jamaica Levislature have a right to arpue. Would
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1t then, Sir, be prudent to ab.mdun at once ex-
pc(.tatmm whlch the West Indian I.ewhhtmo
will not be S0 absurd and impolitic (to use no
harsher epithct) as to disappoint, by signifying to
them that we are not satistiecd with our own
course, and \vm"ning them thereby to wait and sce
what farther steps we may bg disposed ty take,
on another plan, and in a different digection ?

An honourable friend of mine (Mr. C. Ellis),
Nir, who has done himself so much credit by his
specsh “¢o-night, has asked me; whéther he is to
amderstand the Order in Couneil respecting Trini-
dgad as compromising the whole of the system of
the Government?  Myeanswer is, that so far as
the Resolations of this Touse preseribe to Go-
verment the course to be pursued, so far the
Order in Council in question does comprise the
intentions of Governinent. 1t the Cylonial Legis-
latares act bona fide up to the spirit of' that order,
with a manifest desire not merely o

* »
*¢ To keep the word of promise tu the can
And breaksit to the hope';”

not by (.vasm, or illusory cnactments,- but with a
full and ialr. inteptioms to carry® Alll)btdlltl\luy into
cffect the mchuratlops reqummended to tlrem, 1
am convinced that the views, of Parliamént wfll
de a(,comphshcd. It is to the spirit pf the pro-
ceedings of the West Indlan Legislafures that ‘we
shall look; and the (Jovcmmc,nt and, I believe.
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the Parliament, are dispused -to look to it.with
conhdence and candour. .

My honourable friend has particularly adverted
to the clause for compulsory ‘manumission of
slaves. Tt is undoubtedly the main clause of the
whole. Tt is the only onc that is directly opera-
tive. All the rest go to mitigate, to impreve, to
regulate the gystem of slavery ; to render it more
tolerable in its existence, and to prepare its gra-
dual deeay.  Zhis clause is the way out of thut
system.  the opening by which slavery itselfs may
escapie, gradually, and, as it were, imperceeptibly,
withont the shock of a convudsion. . .

The great difference between the plans of His
Majesty’s Ministers and those of the honourable
gentlemen who are desirous of a more rapid pro-
gress is this, -that those honourable gentlemcu
would risk great dangers-—vould risk even the
frustration of their own objeet, for the hope of
arriving at i€ immediately ; whercas we would
Jather postpone a little the attainment of the ob-
jeet, in order fhat we may arrive at it with a
greater @ssurance of safetys’ 0

[ agree, blr, in many particulars, with an ho-
nourakle gentlean vpposite (Mr. {iernal), who
has .spol\cn with so much gopd senses; but T differ
from him widely on ¢hé blll)](.(..t ol compensation.

I think nothmg could be mere monstrous than
to admit a caim of eqmpensatian into a system-of
measures which gre purely measures of amcliora-
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tion ;eand which all who look upon the noral im-
provement of the slave as beneficial to thé intarests
of tite master, mmt acknowledge to be calculated
to create ev cntu'ﬂly an advance instead of a defe-
rioration in the yalue of the master’s property in
his slaves. [ admit, at the same time, that the
principle of compulsery manwmission, beimg one
of force uhnuo'h qualified so as to guard against
danger), there it is that the principle of compen-
shtion properly finds its place. ‘T price which
the mathmitted slave will have fo pay to his

e ewner,-angmenting, as it naturally must do, in
proportion to {he improved value of the slave, is
the medium through wihtch that just conypensation
will be adiministered.

Sir, althongh the discussion upon this ¢uestion
has been long, and although many forcign topics
have heen introduced into it; [ am mot aware of
any other practical points, beside those I have
alrcady touched upon, which call fdr answer or
. explanation.  Nor woitld it be consistere with «
what T have said of the inopportuneness of these
repeated dl\cu«mns 16 protract that, of ‘to- night
bewond the Jimits of the qucstum on which the
vote of the T’buse®is to‘lw taken.’ o

I have cnd@avowed to show, that avhile_ 1 wil;
lingly admit that the dictAtes of humanity, the
principles of the €hristiau religion, ayd the spurit
of the British Constitution repudiate slavery, thero
is gothing in that admission which calls upon. s
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to abolish the system, however odious, with a
violence and precipitancy, the effect of which
would be to bring down ruin upon a’ lar¥c class of
our fellow subjects, and to exchange the cvils of
slavery for those of anarchy and bloodshed. 1
hope that T have also shown that the Government
is sincere in its endeavour to carry into ctfect the
wishes of Parliament, wiscly, temperately, soberly,
in the spirit in wiich thoese wishes were conceived.
But [ also hope that [ shall have made it clear to
those whose inierésts are more direetly involved
in this great question, and whose ageney is neces

sary to the satisfactory solution of it, that what
we profess to do with temperance and soberness,
we are, at the same time, deternzined to do, or to
sce done. | trust it will be understood, that it is
only because we do not like any thing which has
the appearapce of menace, that I have not to-
night distinetly repeated the declaration, that if,
contrary to oar hope, we should be met by the
colonigs with contumaciols opposition, we shall
come to Parliament for aid—auu aid which Parlia-
ment will not hesitate in grauting, to carry into
exccution its own wholesome and: holy deter-

mination.

* T'he House tivided—-

>

For Mr. Brougham's Resolution . . - . 38
T Aguinstit ... ... .. e . 1o
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OPENING OF TIE SESSION.

NOVEMBER 21st, 1%26,

T Tox. T Linprrt moved an Address, wl;ich, as
u=ual, was an ccho of the Speeeh from ghe Throne.
M. G. Wixx (member for x‘[:l]dul.l), seeonded  the
\(ldl CSs. . .
M® Blun a¢nam complained of a «lv\ iation from the esta-
o Blished practice of giving to members, especially to the
ropftger ones, thie opportanity of knowing, and of consider-
ing, before-hand, tht pringpal topics adverted to in the
speech to be delivered at the opening of a session. "The
houowrable and learned gentleman proceeded o advert to
the varigus topics introducad into the speech. e particu-
larly complained of the gmission of Ircland in- the speech,
or of any allusion to the affairs of that coutury,  Tle also
complained of the vague and unsatisfactory  manner in
which retrenchmens in the publie expenditufe was adverted
. to. Bgsides, it was quite inronsfstent with the declagation of »
the intended retrencBment to projeet the construction of
palaces, of architedural Buauties, and ornamentat improve-
ments. The honourablg and learned gcmlulh.m concluded
by cnfyreing the nedessity of trangquillizing Ircl .uul, and of
. keeping I-.ngl.t’nd peauabl;.,ln every p«mublu reduction of

.+ public c\:pm(hturc o . * : *

Mr. StcrEramw Caxxind said :—1 am really,
Nir, somewhat at a loss to know what the honour-
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able and, learned gentleman requires when he
speaks of the barrenness of infurmation in the
speech from the throne, and of the necessity of
amplification under which, as he'says, the honour-
able mover and scconder of the Address felt
themselves in consequence. Nor can 1 exactly
undergtand the justice of the complaint which we
have heard in such loud tones from the honour-
able and lcarncd'gcnllcman, with respeet to the
dixcontinuaned of thewusage of communicating the
contents of the royal speech on the “evining
before its delivery from the throne. 1 undoubt-
edly recolleet that, during thie carly pericd of my
expericnee in Parlinment}it was the custom, the
night before the commencement of a session, to
rcad to such members as might think prop('-r to
assemble to hear it, at a place called the Cock-
Pit, the speech with which the King’s Ministers
had advised His Majesty to open the session.
Various inconveniences, howevery which resulted
+from that practice have lng occasioned it dis-
continuance ; nor can T now 1-ndc1 stand the ten-
dency of the complaint made by the honourable
and leamed ;,unllcm.m, nor conjectire what ad-
vantade would have’ b(,cn dertved from bringing
the spgech peé¢maturely befre the public. Let it
also, Sir, be recollecled that, with the discon-
tiwgance df. 2 communication ‘of the intcnded
specch a few hours before its dtlivery, has grown
u.p-anmher custom, which must materially conn:
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teract any cvil, if-cvil there be, resulting from
such discontinuance ; namely, that it is not now
usual to inseft in the speech any passages which
may call in (hesAddress for any pledge by the
tlonse of the precise course which they may
deem it expedient to adopt 3 and, therefore, that
in thespresent day, the speegh requires nothing
mn the Address beyond an ordinary gnd courteous
reciprocation of good dispositionk, 1f the honour-
able andd learned-gentlemany thinks there is any
thing ifr the Address which will preclude any
donourable gentleman who may assent to it from
tykong  whatéver parlimmentary course he may
deem most advisdble, with respect to guy of the
important questions that may come under our
dixctission, he opposes it on fair and intelligible
aronieds. But it is notorious, that that i not the
ases and that on s, the fiest day of the first
sexsion of anew Parliament. no attempt whatever
has been made to pledge beforehaned  those who
may coneur in the Adfrest to the suppnrt;:l any,
measures which * “l\ Majesty's JMinisters may
think it their duty to propose or wlvocatet There
reglly neverswas a speech from the throye which,

in (-umpll.mqo wish the modertt ‘usage to which 1
. have been .uh'ortmg,.lus distinetly c,,lllul for any
such pledge, than the speeehawhich is now under
wur consideration. The truth is, .\n' tlnt P'u'lm-
ment has been assembled at-the prucnt season,
W l_nch. especially since the Union, is undoubtediy
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a very inconvenient period of the year, mot for
the purpose of precipitating any of those important
discussions which require the fullest attendance
and the most patient deliberation, but hecause, in
defence of the laws and of the Cynstitution of the
country, it has been thought right to eall Parlia-
ment together to provide an indemmity for is
Majesty’s Government, in consequence of the
measure by whiéh, although under what appeared
to them to bea greaf, and urgent necessity, they
violated those*laws and that Constitution. » It is
true, Nir, that without offering any very great
insult to the laws or to the Constitution, and tnat,
without any very extravagant streteh of the royal
prerogative, the meeting of Parliament might,
perhaps, in the present instance, have been de-
ferred. Dut althongh 1lis Majesty’s Ministers
felt that the postpbnement ‘might, in this casc,
have taken pAace without any great impropriety,
they alzo fel that the precedent of postponement

« might,.be mischievout. Although they felt as
sure of the approbation of arliament for the
step wlich they took, as<men .can be who are
conscious that they only did that te which they
wercgprompted Dy an over-fuliag ngeessity, they
lso felt that they should.havg bech wanting in |
duty to the King, aad'in respeet.to the Constitu-
tign, if they did not advise 1lis Majesty to summon
Parliament expressly.for the purpose of passing
judgment on the extent of the necessity to which
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tilcy submitted, and on the soundness of the dis-
crction which they had cxercised.  On this, sub-
jects Nir, muéh as 1 have reason, in common with
the House at large, to admire the speech of the
honourable seconder of the Address, and much as
I have reason to be personally thankful to the
honourable gentleman for many of the sentjments
which he so ably expressed, I cannpt say that [
shall be dixposed to elaim the approbation of the
Mouse, precisely on the grounds 'stated by my
honourdble friend. 1 am very far from thinking
shat that is the best possible state of the law on
this important question, which requires this ocea-
sional and irregufar intarposition of Tlis Majesty’s
Government. [ am the last man in this House
to afgue that such a condition of the law is desir-
able ; for it may be remembered, that among the
motives which were urged by me,, towards the
conclusion of the last session of Parliament, to
induce the Houge to agree to the bill dor the intro-
duction of bhonded cohn, was the ox'p(-(hcpc_w, of,
dnmm.shmq. as mych as possible, the necessity
for the exercise of any«discretion on the ‘subject,
on the part ¢ of l[1~s Majesty’s (w\'(,rnmcpt The
objeet, thcr(.}or(- which we¢ hdve in view.jn the
_proposed Bilt of Indedmity is, net to oficit the
approbation of ]"xrll.uncufn of any goncml mea-
sure, but to obtaiy a partjcular sanction for a par-
ticalar measure, agising from an evident and %un-
avoidable necessity.
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If, however, the honourable and learned, gen-
tleman complains that 1is Majesty’s speech does
not contain any direct intimation ‘of the course
which it is ITis Majesty’s Ministers’ intention to
pursue, with respect to a subject which at present
agitates the feelings of so large a portion of the
community, he wijl perhaps be satisficd -when I
assure him and the House that at a very early
period after our hext meeting, 1shall be prepared,
on the part of -1lis Majesty's Government, to pro-
posc such metzurés with regard to the Codn Laws,
as in their opinion will he beneficial to the country,
and conciliatory towards all the great interogts
involved in the determination of the question.
At least, Nir, it shall be shown, that IHis Ma-
jesty’s Ministers have no disposition to shrink
from the subject; and I again pledge myself, as
the organ of Ilis Majesty’s Government, that
many weeks shall not clapse after our meeting
again, before I ‘bring it under the consideration
of thg House.  Nuchheivy the case, [ trust that
I shall hot bg considered as-saying any thing
disrespectful to the IHouse, ‘'when I declare that 1
will not_he provoked into any premature or partial
(h»cussmn of a cjttestion whivh « lcme;mls the most
full and delibgrate: congid¢tation.  The honourable
and Ie'u'ned gentlemain has said that the honour-
.zhle secoudor of the Address, in adverting to that
p'\ssatrc of the King’s speech which declares, that
« the estimates for the cnsuing year shall be
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formed with as much attention to economy as the
c\i"cncics' ol' the public service will admit,s" ap-
pv-ﬂ‘od to cntertain an alarm that the cconomy
alluded 1o woultl be excessive ; while, on the
other hand, he,himself was exceedingly appre-
hensive that it would fall infinitely short of what
was requisite. Really, Nirje we ought o feel
some satisfaction at having fr:mn-d -a paragraph
with such skill as to excite opmwns su contradic-
ﬂir\' .

The Mnourable and learned «'fcn..leman, how-
aver, says that it is an indefinite expression.
hyltfivite it hecessarily must be, unless it had
been practicable to introduce details . but 1 do
assure the honourable and  learned  gentleman
that the most extravagant construction which his
powerful imagination can put on the apprehen-
don ol the honourable seconder ot the Address,
is not more extravagant than the antagonist
apprehension: which “the honourable*and learned
wentlgman himself profess®s 1o entertaip. » The
hnmn'u'ablc and lc rned gentleman appears to have

< some monster n bis thoughts,” the nature of
whigh it is jmpogsible for me tu cunjvctun‘ All
I can l'\) i, sthat there'is nothmn' in the cphtem-
plation of s '\l;‘gcst)h -Mmlstc.!s.\\hlch can
justify the honourable and learned gentleman’s
sarm at that, whatever. it may be,, for whi.c.h,
having no place sin llis Majesty's speech, the
honourableand learned gentleman imagines a place

Vol., VI, E ’
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elsewhere. [Mr. Brougham said something across
the table, which was indistinctly audible in the
ITouse.] ’
Then really, Sir, the honourdble and learned
gentleman has thrown a great deal of very good
indignation away. T should be glad to know on
what ‘terms 1is Flajesty’s Government® could .
secure themselves from the imputation of eriminal
cxpense, on the part of the honourable and
learned geptlemap. « I grant, Nir, that if the
honvurable and learned gentleman thinks we
ought, on the spur of a temporary pressure, to cut
down and change all the existing  establishmtnts
of the country—I[ grant that if that is the honour-
able and learned gentleman’s projeet, no such
thing is in our intention; nor, 1 am sure, would
any such proeceding reccive the sanction of this
House, nor of the people at'large, whom it pro-
fessed to benefit.  The honourable and learned
gentleman thinks that the best accompaniment
and cbnrolation to a suﬂc‘hn" people is the sus-
pension of all*public buildings. I am of a' con-
trary opinion. T think that a prosccution of public
works st be available to their, relief. "To me it -
appdars that if’ poople want bread"it is a strange
‘remerdy forsilfeir dmtnts», t6 suspend the employ-
ment by which aldne'they can procurc it. While
the character of the country remains what it is,
the decent splendour of the Créiwn, and the com-
fort of the people, will never be considered
incompatible objects : the dignity of high stations
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will not be regarded with an envious eyeg nor will
one class of tlu- community find any consolation
for 1heir own ("\'II\ in pulling down another. Not
apprehending ‘that any such disposition exists in
any part of the publie, 1 can assure the honourable
and learned gentleman that it is not the intention
of i< Majesty’s Government to carry coonomy
to such an extent as to induee that publie to turn
round and charge us with going into an extreme.
The houomablo and learned gentleman is dissa-
tisficd With the declaration in the apem,h, that
* the estimates shall be formed with as much
att®ntion to vcmmmv as the exigencies of the
public service w ill pernfit.”™  Duoes the honourable
and learned gentleman suppose that there are no
exigencies in the publie service?  Las this country
no station to maintain?  Is nothing required from
us towards the maintenancé of trnguillity in
Europe?  May we not, at a moderate charge,
prevent the occurrénee of an evil “which, in u
single t\wl\cmumh. Would plunge us, inzto ans
expense greater than an ill judged econonty w ould
halance in a couse of years? Ilis Majesty siys,
in his .\poecll that lle “ s exer tmﬂ' himself with
unromlltlwr afmm,’t}, (‘lth(‘l‘ snwl), orin (.,uhjunc-
,tion with his allies,’ & " (.H to arrest the progress
of existing hostilitics, as t ptevent the,interrup-
tion of peace indifferent parts of the world”
Docs the honourable . ands ‘learned gentleman
belicve, that, in order to effect this ubj.ect, it 1%
2 ,
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not necessary to maintain considerable establish-
ments? It we look at the new wmld, are there
not contests going on which llum.unt\ requires
should be put an end to? 1In F.urupv have we
not an ally whose condition soligits our aid: an
ally in sach a situaticn that any hesitation or
fluctnation of polict, on our part, might invite
an attack upon her?  May not our presence on
the spot prcvvnt'an agaression on the power to
which Tallyde?  Is vot the English fleet now in
the Tagus, ain ()l)\lnll\]) wise and cednomical
expense ? Will it not he advisable to continue that
expense, if it is caleulated toprevent an explostan,
ene conseqquences of whith no one can foresee ?
Do not let it he supposed, by my adopting this
illustration of the necessity of a certain establish-
ment, that it is the policy of Ihis Majesty’s
Government+to meddle with the internal atfairs of
other countries. L trust we know the limits of our
duty too wefl. 1t is our daty to take care that
«the frentjers of Portughl shall not be crossed by
an offensive anny : but it is net our duty o’ give
one faction, o P party, ucond.mcv over the
rest. The force \\hlch \\e “maintaiyp at, Lishon,
thcmfor(-, is mamt'uncd not w ithwany view of
..ntuncrm" i ¢he mtemai.aﬂarts of Portugal; not,
with any. view of mtn‘mdatmg any party m Por-
twgal; but,simply withe a view to prevent such
a(,ts of foreign hostility as, in their consequenees,
might involve Europe in the horrors of war. It
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is ort that ground; Nig that 1 take our conduct
lqwards Portugal ax an illustration of the wisdom
and noccwt.\ of maintaining certain establish-
ments; and [ challenge the honourable and learned
gentleman, who desires us to cut down all our
establishments, to put his hand at this moment on
any of our establishments as uAnecessary, in which
L will not show that there are the sceds of safety ;
in which [ will not show that there are the roots
of a well ordered, a well regulaied, and a per-
mantnt cconomy.  That is the xense in which the
'xpm-ch from the throne adverts to possible exigen-
cics of the publu, service.  There is nointention,
under that name, to fhelter any of those extra
virzant propositions, the probability of which tlu,
hosourable and learned gentleman appears  to
contemplate. There is no part of the policy now
pursued by His '\l.m-si\ s Governmeat, dependent
on the establishinents of the country, which I am
nut ready to go llu‘uwrh, point b\" pu‘ml, and show
its real cflicacy and ulilm't't(, cconomy; and thaty
Nir, as [ conegivyy s the only possible answer
which I can give to thie conjectures of the honour-
able and ledrned gont.cman. . ’

With regard té the condltlon of lreland, *f shall
only observe, that the q'bscncc of any tnplc in
the speech from the throne, dues not at all pre-
clude Parliament from entertaining the consigeva-
tibn of that topid, if it should think fit so to do.
. The speech states those points alone r_espcctit;g
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which it is.intended by His Majesty’s Governiment
to call on Parliament to adopt some proceeding.
It is not our intention, at present, to bring before
Parliament any specific measure respecting Ire-
land; but that will not prevent.any individual
member from agitating the subject. T will not,
however, be tempted by what has fallen from the
honourable and learned gentleman, to say another
word about it. The honourable and learned gen-
tleman knows as wetl as [ do, that if, in the
coursc of the session, the question to whith I
allude should come under consideration, I shall’
be ready to mmcet—not the honourable and learned
gentlemany for our opinionk on the question agree
—but the question itself, as 1 always have met it,
with the most anxious and determined attention.
Nir, not having heen able exactly to understand
the purpose of the honourable and learned gentle-
man’'s speech; but understanding that he does
not mean to (')l.)jcbt to the Address, Thave perhaps
said eough on the present occasion; but I cannot
sit down without congratulating the llouse on the
accession of talent which they have gained in the
honourable member (Mr. Liddell* whe opened the
debatv of this evening. 1 trust, from the proniising
commencemerit of that honoreble member’s par-
liamentary career, that' he will not confine himself
te an occasienal display, but that he will illustrate,
by the display of his abilities, the'various importdnt
uestions which, from time to time, come under
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our consideration. 1 may also be allowed to say,
that so far from, my fecling the part which the
hoheurable mover and scconder have taken' this
night the less acgeptable in consequence of their
declarations ;- -thatthey are determined to exercise
their own judu'm'c-lm on the subjeets which may
come uander their consulentmn ;—that they will
cndeavour to keep their minds free from préjudice
and open to conviction ;—and that they areresolved
so mix a general support of His Majesty’s Govern-
ment,with a general spirit of mdependeace, [ expe-
Jience the greatest pleasure in hearing the state-
mont. Such are the minds from whom we hope for
the most heneficial, because the most honourable
aid: and it is only with such qualifications, and
under such restrictions, that llis Majesty’s Go-
vernment ask the support of any man who now
sits in this 1lousce for the first time.

T'wo amendments were moved, the one by Mr. Tume,
which was negatived by i majority of cighty-three, and the
other ln Mr. (:muan, whfgh was negatived by a nmjmlty
of stventy-seven, after which the original Addross was
agreed to. . . '



ARIGNA MINING COMPLANY
DECEMBER 5th, 1535,

I“It.'Al.l)I-:Ii.\lA.\' Warruynay moved, “That a Select
Committee be appointed to inguire into the origin, manage-
ment, and present state of the Joint Stock Companics,
which have been formed during the years 1824, 1825, and
1826; and to report the same, with any speeiel matter
touching the conduct of any members of this House

Mg, Secreraky CansiNe® assured the honourable
alderman (Mr. Waithman), that if he announced his in-
tention of goving an amendment to the motion hefore the
House, it was not with any desire to obstruet the ohjeet
which that proposition had in view, but rather to place it
upon a more practicable footing than it stood at present.
"I'he honourable alderinan had observed, but a few minutes
sinee, to some friends who were suggesting something to
him, < that he would be glad il they would let him alone,
for he could do but one thing at a time:™  Now, he

« thougls that principle so sound a one, that he wishel it, if
possible, to be arted upon throughout  the  transaction.
T'hinking that the honourable alderman had laid before Par-
liament a auﬂwwnl case to warrante ll('hl)l.('lll(' ]llllllll vito that
inquir he was perfectly ready e givg 'his .c-mN.-nl. but he
wished. that, to that one mql-n‘), in the lm,t instance, the
Wetention of tRe"Tlouse a-hnuld be confined. Ile did not "
mean, thereby, to prvdmlv any further inquiry, if thc
Wouse shouldeafterwards think it right to cuter into .m) :
but, m the beginuning, he was perfeetly sure it would be
Better, on all accounts, to confine its attention to a single
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thcct v And, with this view—the honourable alderman’s
motion heing for a sclect committee to inquire intg the
origirt and management of the joint stock companies which
had been formed during the years 1824, 1825, and 1826,
with power to report any special matter conneeted  with the
conduct of members'of that House—he should propose, as
an amendment, to leave out the words ¢ companies formed
during the years 1824, 1825, and 1826, and substitute in
their place, * the Arigna Iron and Coal Mining Company.”
In suggesting the alteration, he might add, that neither he,
ner thoze with whom he acted, felt, the slightest disposition
to serepn drom exposure any parties guilty of” misconduet.
. If' the purpose of the honourable alderman were practical
gmnl he seemed dispose:] to launch on so wide an ocean,
that even if he ever arrived at the end of his vovage of dis-
covery, it would be prolonged to such a distant date, as to
deprive the inquiry of its most material advantages.  Now,
he was desirous of steering for one point in the first instance,
and afterwards, i’ it were found expedient, to procecd in
quest of new adventurest As at present framed, it was
impossible to agree to the motion, sinee its terms would in-
clude many joint stock companies, not in.the sontemplation
even of the honourable aldermap himself.  Many persons
- of the ost unimpeachable characters had embarked in ape-
culations of this deseription, for the most irreproachable
ends. Companies of* rail-roads, piers, harbours, gas-lights,
and many other Taudabli objects, 11.1(1 been established,
during the vears nu-l-lmnc(l in the motion ; 5 and lnl(uhcsc
* he pr(-*umcd it was nul: ml:cm'lcd to carry the inv cetlfr-luon.
‘He did not apprehend that the lianoyrable alderman meant
to cast any imputation upon the partics who had un«r.lrrcd in
these useful speculations. . * -
Mu. Avokryray Warrhway said, he had no such
dgsigm in the motion he had submitted to the House,
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Mu. Caxxig repeated, that at some future time he
should not resist inquiry into the origin,and management of
other companies, if a case at all like that against. the Arigna
Company could be established in the,first instance. Now,
cnough had passed in the matter of that company, to lead
the House to a grave suspicion that thiere had been in the
conduct of that company matter for inquiry. "The allega-
tions against it had been distinet.  They had betn urged
with strong and decided epithets, by those who supported
the accusation ; and, on the part of the defence, there had
been an admission of sueh conduct as it was necessary that
the House ghould o\.x.mlm- into. By the coprse which
he took, he did not mean to prejudge the question as to any
case ; but he was bound to say that, wigh respect to the
other companies which the honourable alderman had men-
tioned, hedid not think that” he had made out any such
case as against the Arigna Company ; or a sufficient case,
indeed, to institute inquiry.  But, whatever was done must
be done by specific motions ; because he was quite sure that,
by going into the genoral inquiry, the honourable alderman
would only merge his own objeet in a mass of impracticable
details.  For himself, he was porfeetly ready to go into an
mqmry upon the distinet, chm:nro against the Arigna Com-
pany Sow 3 and, afterwards, he should be just ax willing to.
recvive_anothercharde against aty other company, as to
which the same degree of contiction ‘in his mind that there
had beer mismanagement, should arise.  Hut he could not
consgnt to some of the ptopositiorfs wh ich kad been gelied on,
in brihgmg fogward the motibn, | Hu could not assent 10+
the honourable gentlgmag's opinion, that this country wak
injured at home, and its character prejudiced in foreign coun-

"tri:s, by thee joint stock ¢ompanics. Ile could not but
say, that he thought sonfic of bur joint stock companies’ con-
feered honour, as well as advantage, on the country.  Some
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of our Licst and noblest institutions owed their grigin to,
and were supported by, joint stock associations. He bad
only to® instance the Bank, and East India Company. He
must dissent altogetherfrom so much of the motion as went
to inculpate, upon general and undefined charges, so large
a number of distinguished and irreproachable individuals
conneeted ?'ith them, and to consign them to unmerited
reprobation.  With respect to the naes of the maabers
whom the honourable alderman proposed to constitute the
committee, & list of them had been put into his hands,
Cettainly they were very respectable 5 but, at the same time,
“he could nod help remarking, that no less than fourteen, out
of the seventeen, were of the honourable alderinan’s side in
politics,.  'The honourable alderman himself seemed to
admit, that the greater number of sinners were on his own
side of the House; and it was on that ground thut he ob-
jected to so many names from that side; for it was not
exactly right that o many sinners should be appointed to
try sinners, Tt was his wish, that the committee should be
impartially chosen : so that, on the one hand, there might
be none upon it whose fellow-feclings might prompt them
to sereen guilt, or, on the other, whose indignation at these
transactions might carry them beyond the boundaric;% of
Justice. ! . '

The right honourable gentleman concluded by moving
his amendment, the tffect of which was to rcstriq the
inquiry of the committee ‘into the origin, conduat, and
managenient of the Arigna Mining Company. )

", "The Amendment was agreed to. s
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THE KING'S MENSAGLE.
DECEMBER I2th, 192!

s Grorer R.

“ His Majesty acquaints the House of Comuions that
s ‘\lnlosl_y has received an carnest .lppln ation from the
Princess Regent of Portugnal, claiming, in virtue of the
ancient obligations of alliznee and amity between His Ma-
Josty and the ( rmmpf Portugal, TTis Majesty’s aid against
an hostile “aggression from Spain. &

“ [lis Majesty has exerted himself for some time p:N,
in conjunction with  His Majesty's ally, the I\mg_-; of
Frinee, to prevent such an ageresgion : andd n-p«.mrl -
surancess have heen given By the Court of Madrd of the
determination of Iis Catholic Majesty neither to commit,
nor to allow to be committed from Iis Catholie Majesty's
territory, any aggression against Portugal : but JHis NMa-
justy has ko .mnd with deep concern, l|| at notwithstanding
these assurances, hostile inroads into the territory of l’nl-
tugal have been coneerted in Spain. and have heen exe-
culvd under the eves of Sphnish autheritics by Portu-
e regiments, which hadslde serted into Spain, and which
the Sprnish Government had reppatedly and solesnly en-
gaged to disatm and to disperse.

e TTis Majesty leaves no‘effort amexhausted to awaken
the Spanish Government to the d.m;.,u-rgub consequences
of whis apparent domvancer © 0 e

« 1lis ‘Ll]cat) makes theis connnunu ation tothe Flouss
of Commohs with the "full’ and’ entire confidence, that kis
Faithfuls Commons Wilt ‘afford to 1is Majesty their cordial
concurrency ¢ and support in maintaining the faith of trea-
fics, and in sceuring Jagaimst forgign hostility the  safety
and independence of the l\m«rdom of Portu;_,‘t] the oldest
ally of Great Britain, T

. - G R
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Mu. SecrETary Canxrye moved the Ordgr of the
Day, for taking inta consideration ITis Majesty's gracious
Mestase. .
The Message waz then read.*

Mr. Secrerary CGaxviva.—>Mr. Speaker,---
In proposing to the House of Commons to ac-
knowledge, by an humble and dutiful Address,
Iis Majesty's most gracious message, and toreply
tosit in terms which will be, i etfect, an ccho of
» the sengimtents, and a fulfilment of the anticipa-
Jdigns of that messawe, T fvel that, however confi-
dentd may be in the justice, and however clear
as 10 the poliey of the measan es therein arnounced,
it bhecomes me, as a British Minister, recommend-

5 Atthe time of the |m|»|;( ation of the eorreeted report of this
speceh, it was asserted that it ditfered matenially from the speech,
as orizimlly spoken by M. Gomine, ‘The Editor of this work
happens 1o lane in his "possession the oviginal proof copy, sub-
mitten] for correetion, with Mre, Ciuming's alerations 3 aned thoush it
eannot be d nicd that mapy alterations were mad in i, yet they are
alteratious rather of style and kmgtrize than of sentiment. As g fair
fest by which to determin s the acenracy of this observadon, the
Feliter wonld refor 1o the latter half of the fiest spieeh of Mr, Can-
ningz on the affairs of Pertazal, wilich Count Chateanbriand, in the
French Chamber of d'ecrs, quosed as the most dhjectionable passaze
in the qpr-g,« h. The re port fro= ~vhich the neble 1 ('rqmm-d it was
that which appeardd in the Maruing Chronick, in which -|mﬁ'n.tl
llw passage was repurted by o --m*lcunn who has Mecught the very
usciul accomplishment g short-hand wrltm-' to the utmost degree
of perfection of which it is susc vpuhlo On ammpnrmmuf this part
of the speech in the original and cofrected reports, there will not be
found®a single omission of alteration, (xcept, as has been already
remarked, an alteration of style and lungiage.—~LEDITOR.
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ing to Parliament any step which may approxi-
maie this country even to the hazard of a war,

while I explain the grounds of that propoeal to
accompany my explanation with expressions of
regret. '

I can assure the House, that there is not within
its walls any set *of men more deeply convineed
than his Majesty’s Ministers —nor any individual
more intimately persuaded than he who has now
the honour of addressing yon—of thc vital im-
portance of the continuance of peace, to ‘this coun-
try and to the world. So strongly am Timpressed
with this opinion—and for reasons of which T.will
put the Ilouse more fidly in possession before 1
sit down —that, [ declare, there is no question of
doubtful or controverted policy—no opportunity
of present national advantage—no precaution
against remote difficulty—which T would not
gladly compromisc, pass over, or adjourn, rather
than call on I’m‘llamcnt to sanetion, at this mo-
meht,any measure ‘whi¢h had a tendency. to in-
volve the country in war. But‘. at the same time,
Sir, I feel that which has been felt, in the best
times=of English history, by the Lest.statesmen
of this country, and by ;he Pdrliaients by whom
those statesmen werg suppdnted—l feel that there
are twe causes, ahd but two causes, which cannot
ke cither compromised, passed over, or adjournéd.
These causes are, adherence to the national faith,
andgregard for the national honour. .
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Sir,if T did not consider both thesc causes as
involved in the proposition which I have this day
to mdke to you, I should not address the House,
as [ now do, in the full and entire confidence that
the gracious communication of Ilis Majesty will
be met by the House with the concurrence of
which His Majesty has declared his expectation.

In order to bring the matter which I have to
submit to you under the cognizance of the House
if the shortest and clearest manner, I beg leave
{o state it, in the first instance, divested of any
collateral considerations.  Ttis a case of law and
of {it:t :—of national law on the one hand, and of
notorious fact on the other ; such as it must be,
in my opinion, as impossible for Parliament as it
was for the GGovernment, to regard in any but one
light; or to come to any but one conclusion
upon it. ‘

Among the alliances by which, at different
periods of our history, this country has been con-
nceted with the other nationis of Europe, noac is
s0 ancient in origin, and xo precise iu obligation—
nonc has continucd o long and been observed so
faithfully—of-none is the memory so intimately
interwoven wiih the most brilliant records of.our

" triumphs, as that by v-hich Great Bsitain is con-

nected with Portugal. It aates back to distant
centuries ; it has survived an endless variety of
fortunes. Anterior in existence to the accession
of the House of Braganza to the throne of Portu-
gal—it derived, however, fresh vigour from that
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cvent ; and never, from that epoch to the present
hour, has the independent monarchy of Portugal

ceased to be nurtured by the frierfdship of Great
Britain. This alliance has never been scriously
interrupted @ but it has been renewed by repeated
sanctions. It has been maintained under ditli-
cultigs by which the fidelity of other alliances was
shaken, and has been vindieated in fields of bloud
and of glory.

That the allianceyvith Portugal has been alway s
unqualificilly advantagcous to this cowdury-—that
it has not been sumetimes inconvenicent ad some-.
times burdensome —1 am not bound nor prepared
to maintain.  But no British statesman, xo far as
I know, has cver suggested the expedieney of
shaking itoft: and it is assuredly not at a nromeut
of need, that honour, and what I may be allowed
to call national sympathy; would permit us to
weigh, with an over-serupulous exactness, the
amount of lifliculties and dangers attendant upon
its trthful and steadfast bbservance.  What fecl-
ings ol"uatimial hanour would forbid, is forbidden
alikehy the plain dictates of national faith.

It i3 not at distant periods of lmlorv, and n
bv-gonc agex oifly,* that* the truc ep of ‘the umon
between (ipcat Britpin®' and, Portugal are to he-
found. In the last «Compact of modern Europe,
the cump'lct which forms the basis of its present
“international law- -1 mean the Treaty of Vienna
of 1815—this country, with it eyes open to the
possibic inconveniences of the connection, But
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with a memory awake to its past benefits—so-
lemnly renewed. the previously existing obliga-
tions of alliancé and amity with Portugal. T will
take leave to read 4o the House the third article
of the Treaty concluded at Vienna in 1815, be-
tween Great Britain on the one hand, and Portu-
gal on the other. It is couchey in the following
terms :—< The Treaty of Alliance concluded at
Rio de Janciro, on the 19th of February, 1310,
being founded on circumstanges of a temporary
nature, which bave happily ceased to exist, the
v 5gid Treaty is hereby declared to be void in all
its jarts, and of no ctieet s withoul prejudice, how-
crer, tothe ancient treatios of alliance, fricidship, and
guarantee, which have solong and so happily subsisted
In dween the two Crowns, aqd which are herchy rencued
by the high contracting partics, and acknowledsed
tobe of full firce and cjfeet.”

In order to appreciate the foree of this stipu-
lation,—-recent in point of time, recentealso in the
sanction of Parliament, “the HHonse will pcﬂnps
allow e to explaih, shortlv the urcumstanccs in
reference to whith it 'was contracted.  In the
year 1807, when, upoa the declaration of uona-
p'u'tc, that the. Hunse of Bragitnza had ceaged
“to reign, the Xing of Portugal, by the advice ol
Great Britain, was mducul te set sail for the
Rrazils ; almost at the very moment of His Most
Faithful Majesty’s embarkathn-, a secret convell-
tion was signed between IMis Majesty and the

'VOL. VI. ¥ ’
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King of Portugal, stipulating that, in the tcvent
of 1lis Most Faithful Majesty's establishing the
seat of his Government in Brazil, *Great Britain
would never acknowledge any other dynasty than
that of the lleuse of Braganza on the throne of
Portugal. That convention, T say, was contem-
porancous with the migration to the Brazils: a
step of great importance at the time, as removing
from the grasp of Buonaparte the sovercign family
of Braganza. Afterwards, in the year 1810, whea
the seat Of the King of Portugal’s Government
was established at Rio de Janciro, and when it
seemed probable, in the then appavently hopeless
condition of the afluirs- of urope, that it was
likely long to continue there, the seeret conven-
tion of 1807, of which the main object was atcom-
plished by the fact of the emigration to Brazil,
was abrogated, and a new and public treaty was
concluded, into which was transferred the stipula-
tion of the convention of 1807, binding Great
Britain, so long as ILis Faithful Majesty should be
compeiled to reside in Brazil, fiot to acknowledge
any Jther sovercign of Portugal than a member
of the House of Bragunza. That stipulation which
had hitherto been séeret, thiis Eacame p&teut, and
partof the known law of nations.

In the year 1811, in conscequence of the happy
conclusion of the war, the option was afforded to
the King of Portugal of returning to his European
dominions. It was then felt that, as the necessity
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of 1Mis Most Faithful Majesty’s absence fiom Por-
tugal had ceasctl, the ground of the obligation
ougmally contracted in the sceret convention of
1807, and afterwards transferred to the patent
Treaty of 1810, was removed. The Treaty of IS10
was therefore annulled at the Congress of Vienna ;
and in lieu of the stipulation nbt to acknowledge
any other sovercign of Portugal than a member
of the House of Braganza, was substituted that
which T have just read to the House.
Ann'hllmw the Treaty of 1810, the ‘T'reaty of
* Wenna renews and confirms, (as the Tlouse will
have seen), :\Il.'/br;(n'r treaties between Gircat Bri-
tain and Portugal, deseifbing them as “ ancient
treaties of alliance, friendship, and guarantee ;™ as
having * long and happily subsisted between the
two crowns ;" and as being allowed, by the two
high contracting parties, to remain “ in full force
and eftect.” i
What then is the force—what is the cffect of
those ancient treaties? Tam prepared to show to
the House what it is., But before T do so, 1
must say, that if all the treaties to which this
article oi the Treaty of' Vienna rLﬁ.rs had perished
by some conviilsidn of mturo, or had hy sUme
‘extraordinary ‘accident bcou consigned to total
oblivion, still it wmild be lmpue\lblu not to admit,
a8 an incontestible inference from thise article of
the Treaty of Vienha alone, that in a moral point
of view, there is incumbent on Cireat Britaii,



68 KING'S MESSAGE RELATIVE TO THE

a decided obligation to act as the cffectual de-
fender of Portagal. If 1 could not show the
letter of a single antecedent xupulatlon. [ should
still contend that a solemn admission, only ten
years old, of the existence at that time of ¢ trea-
ties of alliance, friendship, and guarantee,” held
Great Britain to the discharge of the obligations
which that very description implics. But for-
tunately there is no such difticulty in specifying
the nature of those obligations,  All the preced-

ing treaties exist—all of them are of easy ' rdhierence
—all of them are known to this country, to } \Jmi‘h.'
to every nation of the civilized world. They are
s0 nuwmcrous, and their’ general result is so uni-
form, that it may be sufficient to select only two
of them to show the nature of all.

The first to which 1 shall advert is the Treaty
of 1661, which was concluded at the time of the
marriage of Charles the Necond with the Infanta
of Portugal. After reciting the marriage, and
making over to Great Britain, in consequence of
that marriage, first, a considerable sum of money,
and secondly, several in':porta'nt places, some of
which, as Tangier, we, no longer poxsess ; but
others of which, as anbay, still’ bclong to this
country, the Treaty runs‘thus :—* In considera- -
tion of all which*grants, so much to the benefit
of the King of Great Britain and his subjects “in
general, and of the delivery ‘of those important
places to his said Majesty and his heirs for, ever,
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&c. the King of Great Britain does profess and
declare, with the consent and advice of his Coun-
cil, that he will take the interest of Portugal and
all its dominions 'to heart, defending the same
with his utmost power by sea and land, cren as
England itself ;" and it then proceeds to specify
the succours to be sent, and the manner of send-

ing them.
I comc next to the Treaty of 1703, a treaty
of alliance contemporancous ,with the Methuen
Treatyy, Which has regulated, for upwards of a
» century, the commercial relations of the two coun-
triegd. The Treaty of 1703 was a tripartite
engagement between the States-General of Hol-
land, England, and Portugal. The second article
of that Treaty scts forth, that * If ever it shall
happen that the Kings of Spain and France, cither
the present or the future, that both of them
together, or cither of them separately, shall make
war, or give oceasion to suspeet that they intend
to make war upon the kingdom of Portugal, either
on the continent of Europe, or on its dominions
beyond seas; Her Majesty the Queen of Creat
Britain, and .the Lurm the States-(ienera] shall
use their friendly “offides witll the said Kingt, or
" cither of them, m_,-ord(:r to persuade them to
observe the terms of peace tdwards Portugal, and
not to make war. upon.it.” The third article
deolares, that in the cvent of, these ¢ good offices
not proving successful, but altogether ineffectual,
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so that war should be made by the aforesaid
kings, or by either of them upen Portugal, the
above-mentioned powers of Great Britain and
Holland shall make war with il their force upon
the aforesaid Kings or King who shall carry hostile
arms into Portugal ; and towards that war which
shall be carried or in Europe, they shall supply
12,000 men, whom they shall arm and pay, as
well when in quarters as in action; und the said
high allies shall be obliged to keep that number
of men comple te, by rccrlutm«r it from time to
time at their own expence.” .
I am aware, indecd, that with respeet to ciiher
of the treaties which I have quoted, it is possible
to raisc a question—whether, variation of circum-
stances or change of timies may not have somewhat
relaxed its obligations. The Treaty of 1661, it
might be said, was: so loose and prodigal in the
wording—it is so unrcasonable, so wholly out of
nature, that any one country shquld he expected
to defend another, “cren as itsclf's” such stipula-
tions are of o exaggerated a character s to
rescnible cffusions of fecling, ruther than enuncia-
tions of, deliberate compact. * Again; with respeet
to the Treaty of 1703, if ihe case rested on that
trcaty along, a questien lmght Dbe raised, whether
or not, when one df the contracting parties—.
Holland—had since so changed her relations with
Portugal, as to consider her obKgations under the’
Treaty of 1703 as obsolete—whcther or not, I say,
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undc‘} such circumstances, the obligation on the
remaining party be not likewise void. T should
not *hesitate to answer both these objections in
the negative.  Bat without entering into such a
controversy, it §s sufficient for me to say, that
the time and place for taking such objections, was
at the Congress at Vienna. ,Then and there it
was, that it you indeed considered these treaties as
obsulete, you ought frankly and fearlessly to have
declared them to be so.  But then and there, with
your eybs open, and in the face of all modern
diurope, you proclaimed anew the ancient treaties
of Aliance, friendship, and guarantee, *so long
subsisting between the zrowns of Great Britain
and Portugal,” as still *“ acknowledged by Great
Britain,” and still ** of full force and cffect.” It
is not, however, on specific articles alone—it is
not so much, perhaps, on cither of these ancient
treaties, taken separately, as it is on the spirit and
understanding of the whole body of treaties, of
which the essence is coneehtrated and pressrved
in the Treaty of Vienna, that we acknowledge in
Portugal a right” to loek to Great Britain as her
ally and defender. ’

This, Sir,.being the state, morally and- poh—
tically, of our vbligations towards Portugal, it is
obvious that when Portugal, in apprehension of
dhe coming storm, called on Great Britain for
assistance, the only hesitation on our part could
be—not whether that assistance was due, sup-
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pusing the oceasion for demanding it to arise, but
simply, whether that occasion—in other words,
whether the cesus fwderis had arisen.

I understand, indced, that insome quarters, it
has bheen imputed to Ilis Majgsty’s Ministers,
that an extraordinary delay intervened betwcen
the taking of' the determination to give assistance
to Portugal, and the carrying of that determina-
tion into cftcct. But how stands the fact? On
Sunday, the 3d of this month, we received fronv
the Portuguese Ambassador a dircet and formal
demand of assistance against a hostile aggression
from Spain. Our answer was-— that althouih
rumonrs had reached us through France, His Ma-
jesty’s Government had not that accurate informa-
tion—that official and precise intelligence of ‘lacts
—on which they could properly found an appli-
cation to Parlinment. 1t was only on last Friday
night that this precise information arrived.  On
Saturday His Majesty’s confidential scrvants came
to a decision.  On Sunday that decision received
the sanction of His Majesty..On Monday it was
commsnicated to both Houscs of [Farliament—and
this day, Sir—at* the hour in which. 1 have the
honour of addressing you—tthe troops are omtheir
m'\rclr for cmbarkatwn. ‘e '

| trust, then, Sir, that no unsecmly delay is
lmplltd])l(‘ to Government,  But, undoubtedly, on
“therother hand, when_ the claim of Portugal for

<assistance—a claim, clear indeed in justice, but
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. at the\\same time fearfully spreading in its possible
conscquences, came before us, it was the duty of
lis ¥ajesty’s Grovernment to do nothing on hear-
say. The eventual force of the claim was ad-
mitted ; but a therough knowledge of facts was
neccssary before the compliance with that claim
could be granted. The Government here laboured
under some disadvantage. The rumours which
reached us through Madrid were obviously dis-
torted, to answer partial political purposes; and
the intclligence through the press of France,
- though substantially correct, was, in particulars,
vagie and contradictory. A measure of grave
and serious moment could never be founded on
such authority ; nor could the Ministers come
down ‘to Parliament until they had a confident
assurance that the case which they had to lay
before the Legislaturewas truesin all its parts.
But there was another reason which induced a
necessary caution. In former instances, when
Portugal applied to this colmtry for assistance,
the whole power of the state. in Rortugal was
vested in the peron of the monarch. The’ ex-
pression nf lvis wish, the manifestation of his
«ksnrc,'the put#nw-forih of his claim, was svfli-
‘cient ground for immediaie apd decisiye,action on
the part of Great Brltam, supposing the casus
Jaderis to be made out.  But, on this occasion,
inquiry was in the first place o be made whether,
according to the new Constitution of Portugal,
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the call, upon Great Britain was made with the
consent of all the powers and -authorities com-
petent to make it, so as to carry with it an Assur-
ance of that reception in Portifgal for our army,
which the army of a fricnd and ally had a right
to expeet.  Before a Dritish soldier should put
his foot on Purtegnese ground, nay, before he
should leave the shores of England, it was our
duty to ascertain that the step taken by the
Regeney of Portugnl was taken with tlu., cordial
concurrence of the Legislature of that' ceuntry.
It was but this morning that we reccived intelk-
gence of the proceedings of thé Chambers. at
Lisbon, which establishes the fact of such con-
currence.  This intelligence is contained in a
despatch from Sir W. A’Court, dated 2Yth of
November, of which 1 will read an extract to the
House. *“ The day after the news arrived of the
entry of the rebels into Portugal, the Ministers
demanded “from the (/hambcrs an cxtension of
power for the Exccutive (4 tovernment ; and the,
pcrmnsslon to apply for iuruun succours, in virtue
of ancient tre: aties, in the event of their being
deemed llC(‘L'bS'II‘V The Deputies' gave the re-
quicite authority by .l(-cl.unatloh ; and an Squally
zood spirit. was manifésted: by the peers, who
grantcd.evwry power that the Ministers could pos-
Mbly requjre. They went even, further, and rising
in a hody from their scats, declured their devotion
te their country, and their readiness to give their
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tile invasion. The Duke de Cadaval, President
of the Chamber, was the first to make this
declaration : and *the Minister who described this
procecding to me, said, it was a movement
worthy of the good days of Portugal!”

I have thus incidentally disposed of the sup-
poscd imputation of delay in complying with the
requisition of the Portuguese Government.  The
thain question, however, is this—Was it obliga-
tory uponi us to comply with that requisition?
I other words, had the casus fuderis arisen?  In
oug*opinion it kiad, Bands of Portuguesc rcbels,
armed, cquipped, and strained in Npain, had
crossed the Spanish frontier, carrying terror and
devastation into their own country, and proclaim-
ing somctimes the brother of the reigning sove-
reign of Portugal, smnetimes a*Npanish Princess,
and sometimes even Ferdinand of Spain, as the
rightful occupant,of the l’orturru(:se throne. These
_rebels crossed the fmntlcr, not at one point enly,
‘hut at several pumls. for it is remarkable that
the aggression, on which the original "lppllCdthll
to Great Bnt.un for succour was founded, is
not the aggressum with refcrence to which’that
_application has heep complied with. .,. '

The attack agnounced by the French news-
papers was on the north of Portugal, in the pro-
vinee of Tras-os-Montes ; an ‘official account of
which has been received by is Majesty’s Govern-
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ment only this day. But on Friday an account
was rcceived of an invasion in the south of Por-
tugal, and of the capture of Villa Viciosa, a town
lying on the road from the sothern frontier to
Lisbon. This new fact established cven more
satisfactorily than a mecre confirmation of the
attack first complained of would have done, the
systematic nature of the aggression from Spain
against Portugal. One hostile irruption might
have been made by some single corps esmpmg
from their quartcrs,—by some hody of wtrag-
glers, who might have cvaded the vigilance of
Spanish authorities; and one sich accidental
and unconnected act of* viclence might not have
been conclusive evidence of cognizance and de-
sign on the part of those authorities; hut when
a serics of attacks are made along the whole line
of a frontier, it is difticult to deny that such multi-
plied instances of hostility are evidence of con-
certed aggression.

If a single company of .S]ulmvll soldiers had
crossed the frimtier in hostile array, there could
not, 1t is presumed, he adbubt 2% to the character
of that. invasion. Nhall bodies_of ‘men, armed,
clobhcd and regimented by \p"tm, "earry fire and
sword inte »the busom of her munﬂendmg neigh-
bour, ard shall it he pretended that no attack, no
m\ asion has taken place; hecauve, forsooth, these
outraaes are committed against Portugal by men
to whom Portugal had given birth and nurtyre?
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Wha;: petty quibbling would it be to say, that an
ingasion of Portagal from Npain was not a Spanisk
invasion, because Spain did not employ her own
troops, but hired’ mercenaries to effect her pur-
pose? And what'difference is it, except as aggra-
vation, that the mercenaries in this instance were
natives of Portugal ? »

1 have already stated, and I now repeat, that
it never has been the wish or the pretension of
the Bl"ltl\h Grovernment to interferein the internal
concetns of the Portnguese nation.  Questions of
ﬂmt kind the lortuguese nation must settle
among themselves.  But if we were to admit
that hordes of traitorout refugees from Portugal,
with Spanish arms—or arms furnished or re-
stored to them by Spanish authoritics—in their
hands, might put oft’ their country for one pur-
pose. and put it on ‘again for’ another—put it ofl
for the purpose of attack, and put it on again for
the purpose of -lmpum.t.y-—;lf, L say, we were to
admit this juggle, and cither pretend to be
deceived by it ourtelyes, or attempt to deceive
Portugal, into a belief"that there was nothing of
e'cterml attack,, notlnng of iorewn hostility, in
such a systeni of ag ressnon—such pretcncé vand
attempt would perhaps be only ri diculous and
contemptible ; if they did nét requirc.a much
‘more serious character from being cmployed as
anexcuse for infidlelity to ancient friendship, and
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as a pretext for getting rid of the positive stfpula—
tions of treatics. -t

This, then, is the case which 1 lav before tlu,
House of Commons. IHere is, ‘on the one hand,
an undoubted pledge of nationat faith—not taken
in a corner—not kept seerct between the parties
-—but publicly recorded amongst the amnnals of
history, in the face of the world.  MHere are, on
the other hand, undeniable acts of foreign aggres-
sion, perpetrated, ivdeed, pr incipally through the
mstrumentahty of domestic traitors; Lut’ sup-
ported with forcign means, instigated by foreign
councils, and dirccted to forcign ¢nds.  Putiing
these facts and this pledge together, it is impos-
sible that 1lis Majesty should refuse the call that
has been made upon him ; nor can Parliament, 1
am convinced, refuse to enable llis Majesty to
fulfil his undoubted obligations. I am willing to
rest the whole ¢uestion of tu—niu'ht, and to call for
the votc of the House of "Commons upon this
sunpl(, casc, divested alto«rcthor of coll,\tcr'tl
circumstances ; from wluch I espccl.ﬂly wish to
sepafate it, in the minds* of those who hear me,
and also in the minds of other to whom what |
Now. kav will find its way " 1F Fwete to sit' down
this momayy, without 'uldmg, another word, I
have ne doubt but thit T should have the concar-
rence of the Housce in the Address which [ mean
1o propose. e e . .
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When 1 state this, it will be obvieus to the
Hguse. that tho vote for which 1 am abont to call
upon them, is "a vote for the defence of Portugal,
not a vote for warhgainst Spain. [ beg the House
to keep these twe points entirely distinet in their
consideration.  For the former [ think [ have
said enough, 1f, in what I have now farther to
say, I should hear hard upon the Npanish Govern-
ment, | heyg that it may be observed, that, unjustiti-
dable as 1 shall show their conduct to have been—
contrasy to the law of nations, contrary fo the law
of good neighbourhood, contrary, 1 might say, to
theJaws of Gad and man—with respect to Portugal
—still [ do not meanto preclude a lbocus peenitentice,
a possibility of redress and reparation. Tt is our
duty to fly to the defence of Portugal—be the
assailant who he may. And, be it remembered,
that, in thus fulfilling” the stipulations of ancient
treaties, of the c\i\tcnu, and obligation of which
all the world are 1warc. we, according to the
Jmivegsally '1dm|tted construction of the law’ of
nations, ncither mako war upon that assailant,
nor give to that 'wballanlz much less to any other
power, just cause of war 1gamst oursclves. .

Sir, *the pwsurt sltuatlun "of Portugal i§wsu
‘anomalous, and thes recént years of hur history
are crowded with cvents sO tnusual, that the
House will, perhaps, not think that T am un-
profitably wasting “its time, i T take the liberty
of calling its attention shortly and succinetly to
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those events, and to their influence on the pd'litical
rclations of Europe. It is knowa that the conge-
quence of the residence of the King of Portugal
in Brazil, was to raise the latler country from a
colonial to a metropolitin condition; and that
from the time when the King began to contem-
plate his return to Portugal, there grew up in
Brazil a desire of independence that threatened
dissension, il not somecthing like civil contest, be-
tween the European and American dominions 6f
the Housc of Braganza. [t is known'also that
Great Britain undertook @ mediation between
Portugal and Brazil, and induced the King, to
consent to a separation*of the two Crowns---con-
firming that of Brazil on the head of his cldest
son. The ink with which this agrecement was
written was scarcely dry, when the unexpected
death of the King of Portugal produced a new
state of things, which re-united on the same head
the two Crowns which it had been the poliey of
Enyland, as well as of l’nrtn-r.ll and of Brazil to
scparate. Un that occasion; ‘Gireat Bul.lm, and
anofher European Court’ closely connected with
Brazil, tendered advice to the Emperor of Brazil,
now’ become King ‘of Porfu"a{* which advice it
camnot be.accurately said «fhat ‘His Imperial
Majesty followed; because he. had decided for
lumselt before it reached Rio,de Janeiro; but in
conformxty with which advice,* though not in con-
sequence of it, His Imperial Majesty determined
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to abdicate the Crown of Portugal in {avour of
his cldest daughter.  But the Emperor of Brazil
had "done mofe. What had not been forescen—
what would have been heyond the provinee of
any forcign power to advise— Iis Imperial Ma-
jesty had accompunied his abdication of the
Crown of Portugal with the geant of a free con-
stitutional charter to that kingdom.

It has becn surmised that this measure, as well
ds the abdication which it accompanied, was the
offspring ‘of our advice. No such thing—Cireat
Rritain did not sugzest this measure. It is not
heg*duty nor hir practice to offer suggestions for
the internal regulation of foreign states.  She
neither approved nor disupproved of the grant of
a constitutional charier to Portuzal: her opinion
upon that grant was never required. True iv s,
that the instrument of the constitutional chartes
was hrought to Eump(- by a gentlemar of high
trust in the service of the Bnt|~h Ghvernment.
Nir G, Stuart had gone to Brazil to ne gociate the
separation between ‘that country aud Portugal.
In addition to his:charatter of I’Icniwtenthrj’uf
Great Britaiv; as the mediating power, he had
also bden inv ehtcd by f]u., Kihg of Portugal vith
the character of Lhise Nost, Faithful, Majesty's
Plenipotentiary for the negociation with Brazil.
That negociation bad been brought tq a happy
conelusion; and therewith the British part of
Sir C. Stuart’s commission had terminated. But

VOL. VI, G .
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Sir C. Stuart was still resident at Rio de Janeiro,
as the Plenipotentiary of the King of Portugal,
for negociating commercial arrangeients between
Portugal and Brazil. In this latter character it
was, that Sir C. Stuart, on his return to Europe,
was requested by the Emperor of Brazil to be
the bearer to Portugal of the new constitutional
charter. [Ilis Majesty’s Government found no
fault with Sir C. Stuart for exccuting this com-
mission : but it was immediately felt, that if Sir
C. Stuart ‘were allowed to remain at Lisbon, it
might appear, in the cyes of Europe, that Eng-
land was the contriver and imposef of the Pogtu-
guese Constitution. Nir«C, Ntuart was, therefore,
directed to return home forthwith : in order that
the Constitution, if carried into cffect there, might
plainly appear to be adopted by the Portugucse
nation itsclf, not forced upon them by English
interference.

As to the merits, hlr of the new Constitution
of Fortugal, I have neither the intention, nor the
right, to otfar any opinion. * Personally, I may
havé formed one; but as an English Minister, all
I have ¢o say is,—* May God prospet this attempt
at the cstablishmnt of constlmtlonal libérty in
Portugal lgud may that natign be 'found as fit to
enjoy and to chertsh’ its new-bern privileges, as
it has oftep proved itseif capable of discharging
its duties amongst the nations 6f the world!” «

«1, Sir, am neither the champion nor the critic
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of the Portuguese Constitution.  But it is admit-
ted on all hands to have procceded from a legiti-
mafe source--a consideration which has mainly
reconciled continental Europe to its establishment:
and to us, as Englishmen, it is recommended, by
the ready acceptance which it has met with from
all orders of the Portugucse people. To that
Constitution, thercfore, thus unquestioned in its
origin, even by those who are most jealous of new
{nstitutions- - to that Constitution, thus sanctioned
in its outset by the glad and grateful acclamations
of those who are destined to live under it—to
that Constituvion, founded on principles in a
gl("‘tt degree similar to those of our own, though
differently modified. - it is impossible that LEng-
lishnfen shonld not wish well.  But it would not
be for us to force that Constitution on the people
of Portugal, if they were unwilling to receive it,
or if any schism should exist amongst the Por-
tugucse themselves, 'as to its fitness and con-
-gellmllly to the wants and” wishes of the nation.
It is no business of ours Lo fight its Dbattles. We
go to Portugal it the dhch.u'-ve of a sacred obli-
gation, contgacted  under ancient and modern
treatics.  When ‘¢her®e,’ nothing’ shall be dotledry
_us to enforce ' the Qst.\bli'ahn.wnt of thg, C'unstitu-
tion ;—but we must take cdresthat nothing shall
be done by others to prevent it from being fairly
cargied into cffects Interpally, let the Portuguese
sett!_e their own affairs; but with respect to
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external foree, while Gicat Britain has an arm
to raise, it must be raised againet the cfforts of
any power that should attempt foteibly to con-
troul the choice, and fetter the independence of
Portugal. .

Has such heen the intention of Spain?  Whe-
ther the proceedings which have lately been prac-
tised or permitted in Spain, were acts of a Go-
vernment exercising the usual power of prudence
and foresight, (without which, a Government is,
for the godd of the people which live nnfenit, no
Government at ally, or whether they were the
acts of some sceret illegitimate powcr—ol sdme
furious fanatical fictione ocer-riding the counsels
of the ostensible Governioent, defving it in the
capital, and disobeying it on the frontiers-- -1 will
not stop to inquire. it is indifferent to Portugal,
smarting under hor wrongs—-it is inditferent to
England, who is called upon to avenge them-—
whether the present state of things be the result
of the intrigues of a'faction, over which, if the
Spanish Government has no eontrol, it ought to
assame one as soon as possible.-or of local autho-
rities, gver wham it has control, apd for whose
actg it must, thevefore, bt held-'rmpun.s-.ib!c. It
matters not, 1 say, from whigh of ‘these sources
the evil has arisen.* In cither case, Portugal
must be protected ; and from England that pro-
tettion is due. . .

Jt would be unjust, however, to the Spanish
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Government, to say, that it is only amongst the
rwembers of tha‘t Gevernment that an unconquer-
able hatred of liberal institutions exists in Spain.
However incredible the phenomenon may appear
in this conntry, 1 am persuaded that a vast ma-
jority of the Npanish nation entertain a decided
attachment to arbitrary power} and a predilection
for absolute government.  The more liberal insti-
tutions of countries in their neighbourhood have
ot yet v\tcmlul their influeace into \pam. nor
awakéned any svimpathy in the mass of the Npanish
pmplc Whether the public anthorities of Spain
did or did not pagtake of the national sentiment,
there would almost neeessarily grow up between
Portuwgal and Spain, under present circumstances,
an oppoxition of feelings, which it would not
reqaire the authority or the suggestions of the
Government to eacife and stilwlate into action.
Without blame, therefore, to the Government of
Spain,. . out of the natugal gutipathy between the
. two aeighbouring, nations---the one prizing” its
recent freedom, the'vther hugging its traditionary
servitnde— there might'arise mutual provocatlons
and. 1(.(-|procal injurics which, llulll'l])\ cren the
most ‘active ai‘ul Y .mt mnustrv could not ifto-
.gether restrain. T am “nclined to bolieve that
such has been, i part at least,” the origia of the
ditfercnces between Spain and Portegal.  That
in their progress tiey have boen adopted, matured,
mcthodized, combined, and brought into more
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perfect aetion, by some authority more united
and more eflicicnt than the mere fecling dissemi-

nated through the mass of the commumtv is cer-
tain; but I do believe their origin to have been
as much in the real sentiment of *the Npanish po-
pulation, as in the opinion or contrivance of the
Tovernment itself. *

Whether this be or be not the case, is preciscly
the question between us and Npain.  If, though
partaking in the general feelings of the .\pmush'
nation, the Npanish Government has, nev crtlrolcsq,
done nothing to embody those feelings, and td
dircct them hostilely against Portugal ; if all that
has occurred on the froiticrs, has ocenrred only
because the vigilance of the Npanish Government
has been surprised, its confidence betrayed, and
its orders neglected —if its engagements have been
repeatedly and shamefully violated, not by its own
good will, but against its recommendation and
desire—lct us sce somg symptoms of disapproba-
tion, same signs of repentance, some meagures
indicative of orrow for the.-p.xst and of sincerity
for the future. In that case, His Majesty's Mes-
sage, to which 1 propose this night’to return an
anmer of concurrence, wlll retdin “the character
which b have ascribed: to it, " that of a measure of
defence 4or Portugal, not a measure of resentment
against Spain. ' ]

With these explanations and® qualifications, let
us‘now proceed to the review of facts. Great,de-
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sertions took place from the Portuguese army into
Spain, and some descrtions took place “from the
bpamah army into Portugal. In the first instance,
the Portuguese «uthorities were taken by sur-
prisc; but, in gvery subscquent instance, where
they had an opportunity of exercising a discretion,
it is but just to say, that thgy uniformly discou-
raged the desertions of the Spanish soldiery.—
There exist between Spain and Portugal specific
*treatics, stipulating the mutyal surrender of de-
sertess. * Portugal had, therefore, a right to claim
of Spain that every Portuguese deserter should
b¢ forthwith sent back. 1 hardly know whether
from its own impulse, or in conscquence of our
advice, the Portuguese Government waved its
right under those treaties; very wisely reflecting,
that it would be highly inconvement to be placed
by the return of their deseriers, in the difficult
alternative of either granting a dangerous amnesty,
or ordering numerots executions. The Portu-
guese Government, thercfbre, significd to §pain
that’ it would hé entm.-ly satisfied if, instead of
surrendering thg deserters, Spam would restore
thejr arms,, horses, and cquipients ; alld, sepa-
rating the men'from their officers, would raimove
both from thé fronticys into the 1ntenor of Npain.
Solemn engagements were catered “into by the
Spanish Government to this effect—first with
Pyrtugal, next with France, and afterwards weith
England. Those engagements, concluded one
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day, w cre vmhted the next. The deserters, in-
stead of being disarmed and  dispersed, were
allowed to remain congregated together near "the
frontiers ot Portugal ; where they were enrolled,
trained, and disciplined, for the axpedition which
they have since undertaken. It is plain that in
these proecedings, ,there was perfidy somewhere.
It rests with the Spanish Government to show,
that it was not with them. It rests with the
Spauish Government to prove, that if its engage-
ments havt not been fulfilled—if its ihteations
have been cluded and unexeeuted, the fault has
not been with the Government; ‘and that it'is
ready to make every reparation in its power.

I have said that these promises were made to
France and to Great Britaie, as well as to Portu-
gal. T should do 2 great injustice to France if I
were not Lo add, thut the representations of that
Government upon this point with the Cabinet of
Madrid, have Leen as urgenf, and. alas! as fruit-
Jessa as those of Gireat ]§ntam Upon the first
irruption into jhe Portugucese territory, the French
Gorernment testified its di‘.\-plea.'sure by instantly
recalling its AmbBassador ; and it further directed
its Lharet @’ Affaites® to sigdify +to +llis Catholic
Majesty that Spain was o tq look for any sup-
port from France against the consequences of this
aggression upon Portugal. T am bound, I repeat,
in*justicc to the French, Government, to state,
that it has exerted itself to the utmost, in urging
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. Spain to retrace the steps which she has so un-
forgunately takcn' It is not for me to say whe-
ther any more’ efficicnt conrse might have been
adopted to give cffect to their exhortations: but
as to the sincerityrand good faith of the exertions
made by the GGovernment of France, to press Spain
to the exccution of her engagements, 1 have not
the shadow of a doubt :—and I confidently reckon
upon their continuance

* It will be for bpam, upon .knowledge of the
step now ‘taken by llis Mzjesty, to consider in
what way she will meet it. The carnest hope
andwish of Ifis Majesty’s Government is, that
she may meet it in sach a manner as to avert any
ill conseqnences to heesell, {from the measure into
which ‘we have been driven by the unjust attack
upon Portugal.

Nir, T sct out with saying, that there were rea-
sons which cntirely sutisfied my judgment that
nothing short of n ')umt of mtmml faith or na-
tional honour, w uuld just if y af the picesent moment,
any vohmtar y appm\umt.on to the posqlblhty of
war. Let me he understood, howcever, distinctiy;
as not megning to say that I dread war in 3 good
cause, (hnd in i other niay it be the lot of Yhis
country cever to engage fj from a distrust gf the
strength of the country to comimence it, or 81 her
resources to maintajn it. J dread it, indeed—but
upon far other grouads : 1, dread it from an appre=
hension of the tremendous consequences which
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might arise from any hostilities in which we might .
now be engaged. Some years ago, in the dl\qus-
sion of the negociations respecting the Fr ench war
against Spain, [ took the libefty of adverting to
this topic. I then stated that the position of this
country in the present state of the world, was one
of neutrality, not enly between contending nations,
but between conflicting principles; and that it
was by ncutrality alone that we could maintain
that balance, the preservation of which, I helievéd
to be essential to the welfare of mankind. « I then
said, that I feared that the next war which showid
be kindled in Europe, would be a war nof. so
much of armies, as of opinions. Not four years
have elapsed, and hehold my apprehension realis-
ed! Itis, to be sure, within narrow limits that
this war of opinion is at present confined : but it
is a war of opiniofi, that Spain, (whether as Go-
vernment or as nation) is now waging against Por-
tugal ; it is a war which ]ns commenced in hatred
of*the new institutions of Portugal. Ilow Jong is
it reasonable to expect that Portugal will abstain
fiom retaliation? If info that war this country
shall be compelled to cnter, we, shall enter into it,
with a sincere and anxlous uas‘he to mitigate
rathgia than cxasperata—and to mm«rle only in"
the conflict of arins, not in the-more fatal conflict
of opiniogs. But I nruch fear that this country,
(however earnestly .she .may tndeavour to avoid
it), could not, in such case, avoid seeing ranked
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.under her banners all the restless and dissatisfied
of yny nation witk which she might come in con-
flict. 1t is the contemplation of this new power in
any future war, wlich cxcites my most anxious
apprchension.  Itsis one thing to have a giant’s
strength, but it would be ancther to use it like a
giant. The consciousness of such strength is,
undoubtedly, a source of confidence and security ;
but in the situation in which this country stands,
olir business is not to scck opportunities of dis-
playing it, but to content ourselves with letting
tlae professors of violent and exaggerated doctrines
on Doth sides fcel, that it is not their interest to
convert an umpire into an adversary. The situa-
tion of England, amidst the struggle of political
opinions which agitates more or less sensibly dif-
ferent countries of the world, may be compared to
that of the Ruler of the Windg, as described by
the poct :—

~—— ¢ Celsi sedet Eolus arce,
Sceptra tenens ; mollitque gnimos et temperatiiras ;
Ni faciat, maria ac terras cwlumque profundum
Q:xippc ferant rapidi secum, verrantque pér auras.”

The consequence of .lettiig loose the pﬁssr at
present chained and confined, would be t6 pro-
duce a scene of desolation which no man ¢an
contcmplate without hogror;, and I should nat
sleep easy on my couch, if I were conscious that
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I had contributed to precipitate it by a single.
moment. -

This, then, is the reason—a réason very dlﬂ'c-
rent from fear—the reversc of a consciousness of
disability—why 1 dread the recurrence of hos-
tilities in any part of Europe; why I would bear
much, and woulde forbear long; why I would (as
I have said) put up with almost any thing that
did not touch national faith and national honour;
—rather than let slip the turics of war, the leash
of which we hold in our hands—nit knowing
whom they may reach, or how far their ravages
may be carried.  Such is the lové of peace which
the British Government aciuno“'lcd:.;'u.\‘; and
such the necessity for peace which the circum-
stances of the world inculeate. 1 will push these
topics no farther.

1 return, in cemclusion, to the object of the
Address.  Let us fly to the aid of Portugal, by
whomsocver attac Lcd boc*tusc it is our duty to
deso: and let us cease our interference where
that dut) ends. We go to l"nrtutml, not to rule,
not to dictate, nut to prucnbc constitutions—
but tq defend "and to preserve, the indepengdence
afanally. We go'to plaut the standard of Eng-
land on, _the well-knpwn . heights of Lisbon.
Where that standard is planted; foreign dominion
shall not come.

. The Seeaxer read the Address, which was reccived
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_with much applause, and put the question that it be

adopted. .

Sir* Rosert Winsox—No man was more fully per-
suaded than himself, that, on an occasion like the present,
His Majesty was :u.tuutcd by the just pride of a British
King, conscious that he was ruling a people who esteemed
the maintenance of good faith and national honour the
brightest gem of his erown.  As, however, the King could
only act by hix confidentiad advisers, he (Sir R. W) felt
great anxiety upon this subject, and, knowing, as he did,
the unexampled treachery and cnntlpuvd agaressions by
Spain upon Portagal, he had heen unable to cantroul his
impativnee, and had, therefore, given notice of a motion,
the ¢hief objeet of which was to obtain nformation.  Afier
the statement of  to-nighty proving a enee the vigour, deci-
sion, and energy of Ministers, his anxicty only was, (o sce
them carry their own purpases into exceution, and thus
save him' the pain of an scensatory attack. At the same
time, he thought Great Britain was hound to require of
France that she should march her troops out of Spain, as
a first step to the defence of Portugal. She had entered
Spain merely to release the King, and to restore peace, and
that object had long dgo heenfiecomplished. ,

» M.z opposed the dddress, prineipally on the ground
that this country was not ill. u situation to etter upon, and
long maintain a war onea great seale, Ile further contended»
that wyr should nat Ix. untvml into, unless a strong wense of
necessity was madeoud  Ife had the admission of the riule
honourable g.,rcullcm.m tu.r,h.;ym}: t]}ls, aund it was, highly in-
consistent in hiwm, who, was the advoeate of this doctrine in
1823, to precipitate the country, into a war tow, without
cither affording suflicient time for deliberation, dr establishe
ing a‘ease of unavoidable necessity to enter into it. The
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honoura!.)le member moved an amendment, * that the House
be called over this day weck.” .

Mz. Woon, (of Preston,) scconded the amendmeht.’

Me. Banixe observed, that whey the possibility of our
being soon engaged in a war came to be considered, he had
much dreaded the hazard of being plunged into a war on
one day, which the country might have to lament on ano-
ther; and he had Been most anxious that some means of
evasion could have heen found out, by which war might
have been avoided.  But, such a very strong case had heen
made out, that he was not surprised at the approbation
with whick the proposition of this night had been almost
unanimously rceeived. Ile asked what great nation had
ever accomplished any valuable purpose by an over submis-
sive and pusillanimous policy ? "I'hey need not talk te him
about a property tax, and bank restriction acts.  The
question was, whether our faith was bound # and if it was,
then we must fulfil our obligations. Tf the TTousd had the
bascuess to declare itself broken-hearted, and afraid of war,
sure he was that suck a resolutien would be disgusting and
revolting to the feclings of the country.  But still he con-
fessed he copld not understand kow we could fully discharge
our duty to Portugal, awd yeavoid cdmmitting ageressions
on Spiin.  Suppose Government were to send ow. Mina
with a train of artillety, wouldenot that be an agaression on
Spain2 In nddillion to the geheral guestion, as one of public
faith, there was another consideration Gwiportant o this
aguhtry. No doubt we were'bdund w Portugal By solemn
engagenents, from whi‘ch, ws-he:;hpl: burthensome or not, it -
was impossmle for ys at this moment to release ourselves.
But, if'we were not, it would not the less be a great essen-
tial paramdunt act of policy on the part of this country to
maintain and uphold the independence of Portugal.’ He
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. had viewed, with the greatest possible jealousy and disgust,
the state in which the Peninsula had been during the last
four ytars. 1le could not help regretting that Government
had looked so passively on the invasion of Spain in 1823,
1f, at that time, the same resolution had heen shown in the
case of Spain, as was at this time in the case of Portugal,
Furope would have been saved from that calamity, into
which, at some time or-other, he firmly believed that inva-
sion would draw it. The French Minister, it appeared,
had left Madrid ; all the forms had been duly gone through;
the only question was, the sincerity of the French Govern-
ment.  Ie suspected there was a party behind, whether
F:cnch or Russian, he knew not, telling the Spanish party,
“ Ngver mind what we say, we are really your friends and
will-back you.” Whather France was sincere or'not, it was
the duty of the British Government to take the course
that good faith marked out toit.  "The resources of the
country” had been alluded to; but that was a question
which, on such an occasion as this, could never be raised
while the country remained a power worth speaking of.
When a case was fairly made out, involving our honour, it
was impossible to sulfer any. consideration to be, put in com-
petition with it.  But he codd ret view the possession of
$pain by France, contiyued year after year, without fechng
that it was extremely dangerous to this country. Spain
was evidently just as far froth getting rid of her subjection’
to Frapce, as she: was the first year of her occupatign.  1f,
then, this wunti;y siffered the invasion of Portugal; the
whole coast of thé l'emnaul,n. would fall under tho influence
of France; and thus Purtugal through Spain, “and Spain,
through France, would be under subjection to thaf power
from which England hnd the ‘most dread.  Bhe friendly
dispdsition of any country was but a bad security for the
national interests of this. We had the assurance of France
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that that power would remain at peace; but that was what
he would not be satisfied with. Cauld he trust to the
family of Bourbon to refrain from cffecting that whith had
constituted the highest object of the abition of Lonis XTIV,
and afterwards of Napoleon, and which at this time scemed
almost sccured to them by accident, perhaps, but he believed
also in some degree by de:ign? - To what degree the war,
once commenced, might spread, in point of expense and
extent, there was no saying beiorchand. e did not appre-

hend it would be of any very cnormous deseription 5 and
when the ouse bore in mind the taxes repealed sinee the
conclusion of the 3 “.nr, he denied that the presupe at this
time could be such as to render s incapable of bearing the
burthens war would hring upon us. ’l‘I!t- right honougable
gentleman, he was s.mm.cl, had wken the only ceurse
that was open to him.

Mx. Baxies. senior, was of opinion that  the House
should be assured that the woar wes quite indispensable,
before they rushed imoit. - Not all the cloquence of the
right honourable Scegetary had satistiod him that that s
the cuse. "The disturbancees in Portugal were of a political
¢ aracter, and conpeeted with.its internal arrangements,
Ile did not shrink frome waavbeeanse'he despaived of the
resourges of the country, and, therefore, he would net sups
port the amendment; but neipher could he vote for the
original motion, ‘ .

Mgz. Broveua supported the .\ddrcw in an clpquent
aud Smpressive speech. Advérting twllu-.grouml én which
the umendmunt was principally gupported, he said, ¢« The
honourable ™ membery ()lcs\l:m I lmm- and Wood) must re-
colleet, ‘and the Iouse and .ﬂll. country must bear in mind,
that the guestion is not at present whether, even at the
expence of your character for good faith, you will cobsent
to bear hercafter among mankind a stained reputation,
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. a forfeited honour.  The question is not whether, you will

do s0, and by so doing avert a war. T should say no, even
if this choiee were within your reach : but the question is,
whether, for a little sgason of wiscrable, insceure, preea-
rious, (lislmnourablc-.. unbearable truce—I ecannot call it
puace, for it has nothing of the honour and the comfort
which make the name of peace proverbially sweet---T say,
the question is, whether for this wret¢hed, precarious, dis-
gustingg, and intolerable postponement of hostilities, you
will be content hereafier to have recourse to war, when war
cim o Jonger be avoided, and when its horrors: will fall
upon yop---tlegraded and ruined in character i the « yos
of all the nations of Europe, and, what is ten thousand
timey worse, degraded and ruined in your own, I say, Sir,
degraded and ruined ia reputation, and what may appear
warse to those to whose minds such topics do not find so
casy an aecess, the war will fall with tenfold weight upon
our resources 3 for a small sum spent now in due time, may
be the means of saving us an expenditure of ten times that
amount, with interest—-aye, and compound interest aceu-
mulated upon it.  The risking of a thousand men, dreadful
as that alternative is, may prevent the renewal of the horrors
of war on a more extended sedes it may avert a war in
which e may have to.engage hereafter with erippled re-
sources—a war of houndless*expenditire, in *which other |
powers, as well as Spam, may be prepared to take a.part ;
a war, of which \t'mnv mdcod be said, that when it is wnee
begun no*man can.pntcnd to ' preseribe its limits, I (nse
tirely agree in all that hag heer: said of the hazards and
difficultics inseparable, from war, and % was ccrmmh one
of those who held, some years, ago, that looking to the
burthens under which this country laboured, we were under
severd recognizances to keep ‘the peace. I know  the
severity of these burthens; but if T feel their weight---if 1°
voi. vi. n . =
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feel apprehiensive (as who must not £) of their effect, in case
this most necessary measure---a measure which, upon all
reasonable probabilities, must prove offettual- should un-
happily fail, I cannot but rely on thgse sound, enlightened,
liberal, and truly English principles—principles worthy of
our hest times, and of our maost (Iis.tin;.-,uislu-(l statesien,
which now govern the councils of this country in her forcign
poliey, and inspive tite cloquence of the right honenrable
Secretary with a degree of fervour, energy, and effeet, ex-
teaordinary and unprecedented in - this House  unprecee-
dented (I ean give it no higher praise) even in the elo-
quence ofethe right honourable gentleman, & feel that in
these principles, now adopted and avowad by the orgns
of our Government, we have a strong and lmpn--ru.tblv
balwark, which will cnable us nnl.unl_\ 10 supports our
burthens, and, should the day of trial come upon us, 10
meet the combined world in arms, but which will adford
the strongest practical seeurity against future dangeer, and
render it eminently improbable that we <hall ever ave that
combined world to eqntend with, so long as those principles
are maintained.  Our burthens may  remaing but our Go-
vernment kpow that when the voice of the people is in
their favour, they have ¢ lever, if not within their hands,
w1tl||u their grasp, I will imitate the diseretion of the So-
cretary, and go no farther. We' know, beeause we have
“experigneed, the extent of that poners our enemies that
would be, but who, on this account, \ull-not be so, know
&, Decause they see bts effedt *he rc, angl * dr ':Id‘lla cfivet
among thclnwl\'m. If, llm\v\.cr; that eatastrophe, which
ITis \[n;o:.ty s Minigters have taken the best meansto avert,
and which, in all human prub.:lnht\ \\|ll be averted, should
Jmhappily ofall upon us, “h.um'u-r' may be our burthens,
whatever may be the diflicuitics with which we may' have
to contend, let but Ifis Majesty’s Government act steadily
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up to the principles they have avowed, and let the country
hut remain true to itself; and I have no fear of the rest.

M. Burenrr esutended that no adt of aggression against
Portugal bad been avawed by Spain, and that consequently
no casus fuwderis existed, and we were not bound by the
terms of the treaty to embark in hostilities.  The oceupa-
tion of Portugal by 5,000 men would amount to nothing
more than an armed neutrality.  Now, by the terms of the
treaty, we were only bound to assist Portugal in the event
of actual hostilitics having been commenced, and then we
were bound to attack Spain with all our might.

MR. CANNING'S REPLY.

I rise, Sir, for the purpose of making a few
observations, not xo much in answer to any gene-
ral arguments, as in eéply to two or three parti-
cular objections which have been urged against
the Address which T havg had the honour to pro-
pose to the House. "

In the first placé, .J frankly admit to my
honourable friend {Mr. Bankes), the memher for”
Dorsetshire, th.lt [ h'wo undcrci.\ted the ecase
against’ hp‘un-—l have d(m(, so designedly—
warned the Ilouse thate I wuuld do so-wbecause
I wished no further to impeach® the conduct of
Spain, than was necessary for establizhing the
casug fwderis on Behalf of Portugal. To have

gone further-—to have made a full statement of
n?2 . -
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the casg against Spain—would have been to pre-
clude the very object which I have in view : that
of cnabling NSpain%to preserve peate without dis-
houour. .

The honourable gentleman {Mr. Bright) who
spoke last, indeed, in his extreme love for peace,
proposes expedionts which, as it appears to me,
would render war inevitable. Ile would avoid
interference at this moment, when Spain may
be yet hesitating as to the course which she
shall adopt ; and the language whicl® he wonld
hold to Npain is, in cffeet, this- You have unt
yct done cnough to implicate British faith, ind
to provoke British honour. You have not done
enough, in mercly enabling Portuguese rebels to
invade Portugal, and to carry destruction into her
cities; you have not done enough in combining
knots of traitorsg whom, after the most soleinn
engagements to disarm and to disperse them, you
carcfully yeassembled, and equipped and sent
back with Spanish arms, to be plunged into kin-
dred Portuguese bosoms.,  will not stir for all
“thesc thm«rs. Pledged dlowrb 1 am by the most
solcmn obligations of treaty to resayt attack upon
Rortugal as injurious to*Englawd, T love too
dearly the peacc of Burepe, to be goaded into
activity by such ¢rifles as these.  No. But give
us a good declaration of war, and then I'll come
and fight you with all, my heart.”—This i is, the
l.mnourablc gentleman’s contrivance for keeping
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peace.  The more clumsy contrivance , of His
Majesty's Goverhment is this: —« We have seen
(‘n()u"‘h to show to the world that Npain authorised,

if' she did not instigate, the invasion of Portugal ;"

and we say to Spain, “ Beware, we will avenge
the cause of our ally, iff you break out into de-
clared war; but, in the mean time, we will take
cifectual care to frustrate your concealed hosti-
lities.” 1 appeal to my honourable friend, the
member for Dorsetshire, whether he does not
prefer ¢hit course of His Majesty’s (GGovernment,
the ohject of which is to nip growing hostilities
in the car, to that of the gallnt and chivalrous
member for Bristol, who would let  aggressions
ripen into full maturity, in order that they may
then be mowed down with the seythe of & magni-
ficent war.

My honourable friend (Mr. *Bankes) will now
sec why it is that no papers have been laid before
the Tlouse.  The, facts’ which call for vur inter-
ference in behalf of l’ultll""ll. are notorious as the
nmm-ddy sun. That interference is, our whole
present object.  To prove more than is sufficient
for that objects by papers laid upoi the taple of
this House, wuuld have ‘been ‘to preclude Sphaize
from that /uc us penifentia” “which we are ghove all
thmgs desirous to reserve to'hor. Tt is dlﬂloult
perhaps, with the full knowledge which the Go-
vernment must in wsuch cases possess, to judge
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what exact portion of that knowledge should be
mcted cut for our present purpose, without hazard-
ing an exposure which might carry us too far. I
know not how far I have suceceded in this re-
spect; but I can assure the ouse, that if the
time should unfortunately arrive when a further
exposition shall hecome nceessary. it will he
found, that it was not for want of evidence that
my statement of this day has been defective.

An amendment has been proposed, purporting
a delay of a week, but in effect, intended 4o pro-
duce a total abandonment of the object of the
Address ; and that amendment has heen justiticed
by a reference to the conduct of the Government,
and to the language used by me in this Iouse,
between three and four years ago. It is stated,
and truly, that [ did not. then deny that cause for
war had been given by Frence in the invasion of
Npain; if we had then thought fit to enter into war
on that aceount. But it scems to be forgotten that
there is one main ditference between that case
and the present—which difference, however, is
essential and all-suflicient.  We were then firee
to go to war, if we pleased, on grounds of politi-
tical expedicney. ‘But we were not then bound
to interfere, on bchalf of Npain, ds we now are
bound to interfers on behalf of Portugal, by the
obligations of treaty. War might then have becn
our free choice, if we had decred it politic: in-
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terference on hehalf of Portugal is now opr duty,
upless we are prepared to abandon the principles
ol national faith and national honour.

It is a singulatr confusion of intcllect which
confounds two citses so precisely dissimilar.  Far
from objecting to the reference to 1823, T refer to
that same oceasion to show thes consisteney of the
conduet of myself and my colleagues.  We were
then accused of truckling to France, from a pusil-
lanimous dread of war.  We spleaded guilty to
the clarge of wishing to avoid war.* We de-
reribed its inexpedicney, its inconvenicncees, and
its‘dangurs——-;_d‘m\gul‘s. especially of the same sort
with those which I have hinted at to-day:: but
we deelared that, although we could not overlook,
those’ dangers, those inconveniences, and that
inexpedieney, in a case in which remote in-
terest and doubtiul *policy were alone assigned
as motives for war, we would cheerfully aftront
them all, in a casc-—-lt it clmul(l arrive—where
national faith or Ild.llOlhll honour were concerred.
Well, then, a case has, nOW arisen, of which the
essence is taith—of which the character is honour.
And when we call upon Parliament, not fqr, oﬁ'cn-
sive \hu'—wlnch wal pl'opmed to us in 182
but for defensive m‘mamont we are I¢ lcrrcd to
our abstinence in 1823, a¥ drsquahivm-r us for
excrtion at the presentmoment: aml are told,
that because we tlid nat attack France on thit
occasion, we must not defend Portugal on thjs.
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I, Sir, like the proposers of the amendment,
place the two cases of 1823 and 1826, side by
side, and deduce from them, when taken together,
the exposition and justification of our general
policy. I appeal from the warlike preparations
of tu-day, to the forbearance of 1823, in proof of
the pacific character of our counscls; T appeal
from the imputed tameness of 1823, to the Mes-
sage of to-night, in illustration of the nature of
those motives, by which a Government, gencrally
pacific, may nevertheless be justly rodsed into
action.

Having thus disposed of the oBjections to the
Address, [ come next to the suggestions of some
who profess themselves friendly to the purpose of
it, but who would carry that purpose into titect
by means which [ certainly cannot approve. 1t
has been suggested, NSir, that we should at once
ship ofl the Spanish refugees now in this country,
for Npain; and that we should, by the repeal of
the.Forcign Enlistment Act, let loose into the con-
test all the ardent and irregular spirits of this
country. Sir, this is the very suggestion which
I have anticipated with apprehension, in any war
in.which this country might be engaged, in the
present unquiet state of thecminds of men in Eu-
rope. Thesc are the expedicats, the tremendous
character of which T «ventured to adumbrate
rather than to deseribe, in the speech with
which T prefaced the present motion.  Such ex-
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pedients I disclaim. I drcad and deprecate the
vmployment of them. No far, indeed, as Spain
herself is conéerned, the employment of such
means would be strictly, I might say, epigramma-
tically just. The Loreign Enlistment Act was
passed in the ycar 1819, if not at the direct re-
quest, for the especial benefitsof Spain. What
right, then, would Npain have to complain if we
should repeal it now, for the cspccial benefit of
Portugal ?

The Spanish refugees have been harBoured in
this country, it is true ; but on condition of ab-
stafning from hostile expeditions against Spain;
and more than once, when such expeditions have
been planned, the British (iovernment has inter-
fered to suppress them. How is this tenderness
for Spain rewarded ?  Spain not only harbours,
and fosters, and sustains, but arms,. equips, and
marshals the traitorous refugeces of Portugal, and
pours them by thousands into the bosom of Great
Britain's nearest a]ly So far, then, as Spain s
concerned, the advice of those. who would send
forth against Spain such dreadful elements of*
strife and destruction, i is, a3 I have aclmltted, not
unjust, * But T repeat, ‘again’ and again, that %
disclaim all such cypedicnts ; and that ,%‘dread
especially a war with Npain, Because it is the war
of all others in which, by the example and prac-
ticc,of Spain herself, such expedients are most’
likely to be adopted. Let us avoid that war if
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we can—-that is, if Spain will permit us to do so. .
But in any case, let us endeavour to strip agy
war—if war we must have—of that formidable
and disastrous character which the honourable
and learned gentleman (Mr. Brougham) has so
cloquently described ; and which I was happy to
hear him concur with me in deprecating, as the
most fatal cvil by which the world could be
aflicted.

Nir. there is angther suggestion with which 1
cannot agree, although brought forward by two
honourable members (Sir R, Wilson and M.
Baring). who have, in the most handsome manner,
stated their reasons for apprm.'ing of the line of
conduct now pursued by Iis Majesty’s Govern-
ment. Those honourable members insist that the
Irench army in Spain has been, iff not the cause,
the cncouragement, of the late attack by Npain
against Portugal 1 that His Majesty’s Govern-
ment were highly eulpable in allowing that army
te enter into Spain ;' that its stay there is highly
injurfous to British interests and honour; and
«that we ought instantly. to call upon France to
withdraw it. - .

« Fhere are, Nir,*so mhny considerations con-
nceted with these propositions, that were I to -
enter $nfo theme all, they wonld carry me far
beyrm'd what is cither necessary or expedient to
be stated on the present oecasion.  LEnopgh,
perhaps, it is for me to say, that 1 do not sce how
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the withdrawing of the French troops from Spain,
could effect our *present purpose. [ believe, Sir,
that the French army in Spain is now a protec-
tion to that very party which it was originally
called in to put down. Were the French army
suddenly removed at this precise moment, 1 verily
believe that the immediate effect of that removal
would be, to give full scope to the unbridled rage
of a fanatical faction, before which, in the whirl-
wind of intestine strife, the pardy least in numbers
wouldsbe’swept away. ’
~ No much for the immediate effect of the demand
which it is proposed to us to make, if that demand
were instantly successful.  But when, with refe-
rence to the larger question of a military occupa-
tion of Npain by France, it is averred, that by
that occupation the relative situation of Great
Britain and France-is altercd; that France is
thereby exalted and Great Britain lowered, in
the eyes of Europe ;—I must beg leave’to say, that
I dissent from that averment. ‘The House knoas
—the country know .}—that when  the French
army was on the point of cnt(-rmg .\p'un, His
Majesty’s Gevernment did all ii their pgwer to
prevent 1t that we rcql\?t(.d it by all means, shast
of war. 1 have just ow stated soqc of the
" reasons why we. did not think the cntly of that
army into Spain, a sufficient ground for war; but
there was, in addition, to those which 1 hate
stated, this peculiar reason,—that whatever cifget
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a war, commenced upon the mere ground of the
entry of a French army into Spain, might have, it
probably would not have had the ciect of getting
that army out of Spain. In a war against France
at that time, as at any other, yoa might, perhaps,
have acquired military glory ; you might, perhaps,
have cxtended ywar colonial possessions; you
might even have achieved, at great cost of blood
and treasure, an honourable peace; but as to get-
ting the French eat of Npain, that would have
been the dne object which you, almost ‘certainly,
would not have accomplished. How scldom, in
the whole history of the wars of Kurope, has any
war betwcen two great powers ended, in the ob-
taining of the exact, the identical ObJLct for
which the war was begun!

Besides, Sir, I confess [ think, that the cffcets
of the Irench occupation of Spain have been infi-
nitely exaggerated.

[ do not blame those exaggerations ; hecause [
antaware that they are to be attributed to the
recollections of some of the best times of our his-
tory : that they are the echoes of sentiments,
which in the days of William and of Anne, ani-
zated the debates ad dictated the votes 0f the
British Pagliament. No'peace was in those days
thought safe for this 'country while the crown of
Spain continued on the head of a Bourhon.  But
were not the apprehensions of those days greatly
overstated ?—Has the power of Spain swallowed
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up the power of maritime England ?—Or does
England still remain, after the lapse of more than
a century, durig which the crown of Spain has
been worn by a Dourbon,—niched in a nook of
that same Npain—--Gibraltar: an occupation which
was contemporancous with the apprehensions
that I have described, and which has happily
survived them?

Again, Sir,—is the Spain of the present day
the Spain of which the statesmen of the times of
William dnd Anne were so much afrafd? Is it
indced the nation whose puissance was expected
to Shake England from her sphere? No, Sir, it
was (uite another Spain—it was the Spain, within
the limits of whose empire the sun never set—it
was Spain “with the Indies” that cxcited the
jealousics and alarmed the imaginations of our
ancestors. * '

But then, Sir, the balance of power!—The
entry of the Frepch army into Spain’ disturbed
that balance, and we ought to have gone to war
to restore it! I have already said, that when the
French army entered Spain, we might, if we’
chose, have resisted or resented that measyre by
war. But were therd ',‘Q othér means than ‘wae
for restoring the balance of power ?—Is the balance
‘of power a fixed and unalterable standard? Or
is it not a standard perpetually varying, as civili-
zation advances, and as.new nations spring up,
and take their placc among established political
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commuvitics? The balance of power a century
and a half ago was to be adjusted between Franee
and Npain, the Netherlands, Aust;'ia, and Eng-
land. Some years afterwards,” Russia assumed
her high station in European ‘politics.  Nome
years after that again, Prussia became not only a
substantive, but & preponderating monarchy.-—
Thus, while the balance of power continued in
principle the same, the means of adjusting it be-
came more varied and enlarged. They became
enlarged, Tn proportion to the increased number
of considerable states—in proportion, 1 may say,
to the number of weights which might be shifted
into the onc or the other scale.  To lovk to the
policy of Europe, in the times of William and
Anne, for the purpose of regulating the balance of
power in Europe at the present day, is to disregard
the progress of eveints, and 1o confuse dates and
facts which throw a reciprocal light upon cach
other.
4t would be disingenuons, indeed, not to admit
that the entry of the French army into Npain was,
in a certain scnse, a dispatagement—an affront to
the pride—a blow to the feelings of England :(—
and ‘it can hardly be supposed that the Gobvern-
ment did, not sympathiZe, un that occasion, with .
the feclings of the'people. But 1 deny that,
questionable or censurable as the act might be, it
was one which necessarily calfed for our direct
and hostile opposition. Was nothing then to be
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done ?—Was there no other mode of reeistance,
than by a direct attack upon France—or by a
war to be undértaken on the soil of Spain? What,
if the posscssion®of Spain might be rendered
harmless in rival hands--harmless as regarded us
—and valueless to the possessors? Might not
compensation for disparagement be obtained, and
the policy of our ancestors vindicated, by means
better adapted to the present time? If France
occupied Npain, was it nccessaty, in order to
avoid the'tonsequences of that occupafion—that
we should blockade Cadiz?  No. T looked an-
otlier way—I fought materials of compensation
in another hemisphere. Contemplating Spain,
such as our ancestors had known her, [ resolved
that it France had Npain, it should not he Npain
“with the Indics.”” T called the New World into
existence, to redress the balance of the Old.

It is thus, Sir, that I answer the accusation
brought against, His Majesty's Government, of
havmg allowed the French : army to usurp aud
to retain the occupﬁthn of .\pam. .That occu-
pation, I am quite confident, is an unpaid and
unredeemed burden to France. It is a harden
of which, 1 verily Believe, France would™ be
glad to rid herself. But they know litgle of the
“feelings of the French Government, and of the
spirit of the French nation, who do not know,
that, worthless or burdensome as that occupation
may be, the way to rivet her in it would be, by
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angry or intemperate: representations, to make
the continnanes of that occupation a point pf
houour. '

I believe, Sir, there is no ¢iher subjeet upon
which | uweed cnter into defence or explanation.
The support which the Address bas reecived,
from ail parties in the House, has heen sueh as
would make it botl unscenly and ungratefnl in
me to trespass unneeessarily apon their patience.
[n concluswn, Sis | shall enly caee more declare,
that the “Ghject of the Mddress, which 1 propose
0 you, is not war :--ibs obeet is to take the b g
shance of peaee. 1 yor do not zo forth, on this
occasion 1o the aid of Portagal. Porfugal will e
trampled down, (o your irvetrievable disgrace :
—and then widl come war in the train of patioual
degradation. I, wneler crrcinnstanees like these,
you wint tll Spane has matared her seeret machi-
nations into open hostitity, vou will in o little
while: have the sort o war requird! by the pacili-
tors s-—aud who shall say swhaere that wae will

end ? .

The Ameadment was then put amd vegatived, theve ap-
qrearing only thrce e foar supforters for Mr, Hunae's pro-
position 3 and Uy original diestion was tnen put and car-
rivd, with only the sane niater of Jissentients.
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them a few minutes, while I express my grateful
acknowledgments for the indulgence which they
have lately extended to me. I do assure ‘thetn
that I should neither have called for that indul-
gence, nor have been disposed,to avail myself of
it from considerations merely personal to myself;
and certain I am that there are those among the
colleagues with whom I have the honour to serve,
into whose hands a question of this nature might
have been entrusted, with advantage greater than,
I fear, it will prove to have been to njine. But,

Sir, the reasons which have induced me 'to take
upon myself this task, arc simply these. Mnch
as the question upon which I am now to address
the House, has been agitated, and great as has
been the inflammation of men’s minds in respect
to it, in this House, and out of this House, it
has been thought desirable that when the propo-
sitions of the Government on the subject should
be brought forward in Parliament, they should
ke brought forward ¢in that mahner which should
most clearly indicate that they were the .propo-
gitions of fhe Governmcht at large, and not the
emanntxons of a partlcular department. In the
_absence of my right honoyrable friend thg Presi-
dent of the Board of T¢ade (whom severe indis-
posltlon'preventg from* attendmg in his place this
day), I can the more, freely say it, that to his
.care especially this busmes!,; would have been
much better confided, if it had not been that the
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consideration to which I have just alluded, ipdaced
me to allow it to be placed in my hands.

If this consitleration was felt strongly in the
beginning of the present Session of Parliament,
when the first postponecment of the question was
proposed, and frecly acceded to by the House,
undoubtedly it has derived additional strength
from the late afflicting dispensation of Providence
(of which we are still, Sir, watching the issue
with trembling anxiety), which depnves my noble

. friend a} tle head of His 1VI1Jesty s Government,

+w£ the opportunity of appearing in his place in
the*other Iousc. of Parliament, to submit there,
simultancously, the same propositions which I am
now about to state to this House to-night; and to
vindicate to himself that share—that paternity, I
may rather say—of' a measure, which I know my
noble friend was most anxious sp to vindicate to
himself; and upon the success of which he was
resolved to stake (more than perhaps any Minister
of this country, wnthm my memory, has ever
done upon any measure of such a nature) ‘that
eminent reputation which is naturally ‘most dear,
as well as most honourable to an individual i his
exalted. station, and, «if* necessary, that stalion‘

.ltself ) \

* Itis, therefore,, er, not less as the represen-
tative of my noble friend at the head of His
M aJesty s Treasury, than it is as the orgén of Hise
Majesty's Government in ‘this House, that1 bring

12
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forward the present propositions. 1 only hope,.
Sir, that I shall be able so to communicate thcm
1o the House, as to prove not altogether ah un-
worthy expositor of a measnre which T have
derived from him, and of which he entrusted to
me the charge.

In acknowledging, Sir, the disqualifications
which I willingly admit that I labour under in
bringing forward this measare, I must also confess
that there is, perbaps, one qualification-—minor
and accidental—for the discharge of swch,a duty,
to which I may at the same time lay claiw.
During the I(m"‘ and repeated discussions upon
the Corn Laws, which have af different periods
occupicd the attention of Parliament, it has so
happeuned that T have never taken any parct. In
the year 1815, when the question was first
agitated here, 1 was absent from this country.
In the year 1822, when it was again hrought
forward, it did happen also, that, from particular
circumstances, my fot being then cast for a very
distdnt destination, I waus mot in the habit of
-attending very assiduously in this Tonse, and
particilarly upon the detailed discussions of the

«Cotn Bill.  With the single exeeptivnof 2 clause
which my situation, o member *for Liverpool,
occ'lsloned me ta bring in—a clause which gave
to the House, T am afraid, a great deal of trouble,
under thé name of the * grinding clause,” and
which was proposed to be inserted in the bill in
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its progress through DParliament, with various
suecess, at diffe rent stages of its discussion—1
took no part whatever in the Corn Bill of 1822,
True it is, also, "that in the course of the last
Nession, 1 submitted to the Ifouse a proposition
for the temporary opening of the ports, under
the pressure of particular circwhstances ; but on
that oceasion there was on all parts of the ouse,
by common consent, an entire abstinence from all
discussion on the genceral subject. of Corn. [
“trust, tHercéfore, that without any sort of merit of
.llﬁll.(':, I come to the discussion, uninfluenced by
feclings or prejudiees, to which, under different
circumstances, I might have been liable. I come
to this discussion without any prepossessions,
without any pledges in favour of plans or propo-
sals formerly suggested : and, at the same time,
without any bias, witliout any predilection, still
more without any 1cumonv towards any of the
partics, or opiniows, LOIICLI‘I\L‘Q in ‘thosce former
djscussions. . !
It docs, indeed, surprise me, that into these dis-
cussions s much of hodtile fecling should peea-
.\lolhl.“vy have found its way: first, because Lofeel
that, as’to the result, tf\c dlﬂerenccs are mhmtdy
‘lgss betwceen the partics- than thcy have been
stated to be in argtiment;; and,'sc'éondly, because,
various as the opipions arc which have been
browght forward on'this subjeet, on ditferent sides,”
l have never yet scen or heard the extreme
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opinion, upon cither side, unequivocally and un-
conditionally supported. s .
The gencral question is, as to the introduction
of forcign Corn into this country. It is obvious
that the extreme opinion, on one side, would be
for perpetual, unmitigated prohibition. It is ob-
vious that the extremc opinion on the other side,
would be for perpetual, unrestricted importation.
Now, I have not yet met with any person who,
by writing, or ir. speaking, has maintained abso-
lutely, and without qualification, cither %of these’
extreme opinions. T
All between these extreme, opinions, however
differcnt or distinct the intermediate stages may
be, cach frum the other, are yet only qucstmns
of mode and degree—questions, in discussing
which, I think—as in discussing many otliers—
gentlemen arc apt to usé arguments that rather
go beyond their own meaning; but, between
which, it'can at legst be said, that there is no
}mpossxblhl} of cffecting an, approximation. I
have never, met with the advocate of a free trade
in Corn, who, when pressed in argument, has
not.ndnnttcd that, to the agricultural interest
- of ‘this country, some pxofcctmn must be given.
I have gever met, on ‘the other hand, with the’
persqn who has vatried his agricultural doctrines
%0 high as to say, that he was willing to risk all
*the consequences of an.inflexible and unmitigated
gxclusion. On the one side, they who contend



1 ]
ON THE'CORN LAWS. 119

most loudly for the admission of foreign Corn,
allow, as I havé stated, that a protection is due
to our domestic agriculture. As to the mode—as
to the amount—as to the degrce—of that protec-
tion, there are many opinions ; but, the principle
that seme such protection is due, I have never yet
heard broadly denied. On the other side, those
of the agricultural interest who press the doctrine
of prohibition most strongly, always qualify such
doctrine, as to the preference to be given to our
own gritultural interest, by the adufission, or
“Tather, indeed, by the argnment, that, however
percmpmry the law in that respect may be, there
will always remain in Parliament, or /Parliament
not sitting) in the Exccutive Government, the
power of allowing forcign Corn to come in to
the aid of the country upon any special emer-
gencey. ' .

Why, then, Sir, we have the admission on the
onc side, that our own agriculture is' necessarily
to be protected-<we have the admission on, she
other side that an uiireitting exclusion of toreign
Corn is not the mode to be pursued, with a view
to that proteetion. I['u ing thesc admissiopg upon
the gencral principld, ‘all tife rest is, as I 'havs
said, a question of mode and of degrcg—a ques-
tion, that is, in"what mode; and to what degree,
shall that protection to which the agricultural
interest of this cbuntry is 50 admitted to be en-
titled, be extended ? .
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The last lcw years have produced two or three
distinct’ ‘plans, in reference to- the pwtectwn,
which it is thus conceded on all hatds it is neces-
sary to afford to the agricultural interest. I may
mention, in the first place, the one to which the
authority of the late Mr. Ricardo's nameisattached ;
another, which 1 Jelieve originated with a noble
lord, in the other Ilouse of Parliament; and a
third, which I shall merely designate as that
which comprises the doctrines of the more severe
and theoretical of the political economists: and
with which every body who is at all acquainteds.
with the periodical literature of the age, may he
supposed to be conversant. '

These three plans, the Committee will observe,
have been devised by persons the most generally
favourable to a free trade in Corn; which plans,
neveriheless, not oply admit the necessity of pro-
tection to the landed interest, but speeify the
nmode and .degree in which, according to the
nofions of thuse persons, that protection should
be administered.  Oncol th ese plans is to impose ”
a duty of twenty shillings per quarter on Corn.
(When, in the course of this argyment, 1 _say
Corn," T ~pe'1k of Wheat: .The dutics on the
nthel specics of grain fu,lu\v, ul course, in due
proportion?) I say, by une of these plans a duty *
of twenty shillings per quarter on wheat imported,
ws to be hmposed, without reirrence to price ;
such duty to be diminished yearly, until it was



ON THI. (ORN LAWS. 121

reduced to five shillisgs or ten shillipgs the
guarter; at onc of which mitigated rates that
duty was to Be permanent. The second plan,
which was devisedsby a noble lord, as I have said,
in the other House, differed from that of Mr.
Ricardo in this respect, that it proposced to begin
the scale of protection at a.duty of sixteen
shillings, to be diminished gradually to ten shil-
lings, and at that rate to be rendcred permanent.
The last plan to which I have rpi'grred, and that
which s tic most recent, is, to lay a duty, once
-%r all, of five or six shillings per quarter, without
reftrence to pr'-u,, which duty is to be of per-
manent Jduration; but with this provision, that,
in case of a great extremity of pressure from a
defective supply of our markets, it might be
doubtful whether such permanent duty should not
be relaxed. . .

Now, Sir, my objcction to cach of these three
plans, is comprised in the very case supposed, of
the possible occurrence of such a pressure, viz.
that when that pru\urc comes, cach or any of
these plans, if adopted, would prove deluswe to "
the wncultural interest.  Nir, it is quite mmossl-
ble to supposc, that, in a'state of extreme pressure,-=
with famine in yogr strcets, in your workshops,
and your cottages, the Governmout could continue
to levy any such duty, whether of five shillings
or of ten shillingsy"at the out-ports, on the im®
portation of foreign Corn. Either the Parliament,
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if sitting, would feel itself hound to interferc,
under the pressure of such an’ cmergency. and
would suspend such daty ; or if Parliament were
not sitting, the Exccutive Government would
assume the discretion to suspend it.  The objec-
tion, therefore, to this mode of protection seems
to be, that it dduvs not answer its purposc ; that
it admits, indced, the principle of protection,
but does not carry it, in all cases, into cffect.

On the other hand, Sir, what is the qualifica-
tion which they who contend in supporting their
side of the question for perpetual prohibitiofi,
propose? They are for perpetual prohibition,
mitigated only by the occasional interference of
Parliament, or the Executive Government. They
appeal from legislation to discretion—they are un-
willing to take that step now, which their own ad-
mission, that it may be to be taken hereafter under
the pressure of necessity, clearly shews that they
contemplite, - as  probable; and they cither
itapose upon Parliament th(, duty of legislating
under a dirg emergency, (or upon the Exceutive

“to excreise a discretiondry power of suspending
that, prolnbltmn, which Pl‘Ohlblthl‘i they contend
- Parliament ought iii the first instance to cnact.

From ghese extremes; I turn, therefore, to more
practical questiofis.” What is the degrec of pro-
tection that ought to be given to our domestic
agriculture ! Do the laws, as‘they are now .ex-
pressed, afford the precise degree of protection
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which is desirable? Do they afford it insthe best
mode? Do t.héy afford it to a proper or to an
unnccessary extent ?

The law of thd year 1815 introduced for the
first time, into the legislation of this country,
upon the subject of Corn, and its importation from
foreign countrics, the principlt of absolute prohi-
bition—1I say, Nir, for the first time ; and, so far
as [ know, it was the first time, with only one
exception. It does appear, indeed, upon some
rescafchés which have been proseccuted into this

“subject, that (long anterior to the act of 1815-—in
the time, indéed, of Edward, 1V. some three
centurics and a half ago) a law was passed; the
substance of that law, T colleet to have been as
follows :—That, whenever wheat shonld be at a
certain price in this country, not only should
forcign wheat be exéluded from coming into the
kingdom at all, but that the wheat grown in the
neighbourhood of one towiin England, should not

. be transmissible tpanother town, wherea differgdtee
in the price of that commadity prevailed. )

[ necd hardly-obserte, Sir, that I mention this
law. only because, if 1 were to say, without quali-
fication, that, in 1815, the Legislature for the firs?
time introduced t-his°pr'inciplc of prohipition with
respect to the Corn Trade, I'shbuld be liahle to be
contradicted upon the faét. But, while I am thus
citing that ancient law- to the Ilousc, land véry
shortly stating its contents, 1 apprehend that. it
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cannot he very necessary for me to enter into any
arguments upon them—such a precedent is not
calculated, at this time of day, to weigh much
with the House or with the cowrtry.

Inthe year 1813, then, the principle of absolute
prohibition, up to a certain point, was adopted by
the Legislature, and this principle, Sir, was quali-
fied by the opposite principle of unrestricted
importation. It does appear to me, on a calm
review of the character of that act of Parliament
—(not at ill pretending, that if 1 had happened
to be among those, from whose deliberations that™
measure procecded, I should have heen at all
wixer than my neighbours)- it does appear to me,
Nir, as if this was an experiment to combine the
most opposite principles in one and the same act
of legislation. In the act of 1813, Sir, here is
absolute prohibitiony up to cighty shillings ; but
the moment you turn the point of cighty shillings,
you arrive at unlimited importation.

Now, what was the consequence of this mea- |
sure?  Not that the extreme forees produced, by
their operation, a mean power, and went on
amicahly together; but that cach in its turn
seevailed, with its own peculiar mischicf—and
that you had, within the extent of seven years,
from 1815 downwurds, every result that could
deter men of observation and experience from
ever resorting again to tho principle cither of ah-
solpte prohibition, or of unlimited importation ;
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and, most undoubtedly, from any attempf to unite
again the two together.

Let us now inquire what was the operation of
this law? It passed, as T have said, in 1815, 1
say wothing at present of price: 1 shall come to
the consideration of that point presently. The
law of 18135 imposed absolute pyrohibition up to the
price of cighty shillings.  The harvest of 1816, it
is well known, was one of the most unfavourable
that this country ever experienged. 1t was known
to be so as early as the beginning of Angust in

»that year. Tt was on the 15th of August, 1816,
that that average of prices was to be prepared,
which was to govern the guestion of exclusion on
the one side, or importation on the other, for the
next sthree months.  On the 15th of August, the
price of wheat was above the importing price of
the law of 1815 bt it had not been so for a
sufficiently lonz period to «ive an average price
above the nnlmllm--' pr |cc. The aesult was,
thercfore, that the ports rémaincd closed duripg
three starving mmrth\ from August to Noveniber,
1816 ; and did not opey until the 15{h of Novems
ber of that year, after the price had been for about
fiflcen wecks above* the importing price,s and,
when all the northery ports of Europe were shut
against supply., The ports.uppncd in November,
1816, and remained open till the November of the
fqllowing year, a¥hen they closed, the average
price being less than eighty shillings by the frac-
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tion of fire-pence. The harvest of the year 1817
having been nearly or quite as- bad as that of
1816, we had again a scarcity of supply, but the
ports, thus closed in November, 1517, of course
did not open until February, 1818,

Although the harvest of that year (1813) was
most abundant, not only in this country, but in
all the corn-growing countries of Europe ; yet, by
some accident, or by some contrivance, the ports
were continued open on the 15th of November,
1818, by a fracfion of fwro-pence : and by conse-
quence, for the next three months, from Novem-,
ber, 1818, to the quarterly average of February,
1819, an cxtraordinary influx of forcign Corn
continued to inundate the country, already inun-
dated by a plenty of its own growth ; prices were
in consequence depressed to an extraordinary
degree. Indeed, the cftect of these three months’
importations produced, as 1 have said, by a frac-
tional difference of two-pence, was felt in the depre-
ciation of the market for the three succeeding
years: .

. Thus, by tne system of 1815, the ports were
shut when the supply at home was deficient, and
.when the introduction of forejzn grain was loudly
called for—and opencd when thc home market
was glutted, and when it'was most expedicent to
shut out foreign supply: and the one opera-
tien and the other were produced by fractions of
Jiee-pence and of keo-pence respectively.
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The consequence, then, Nir, of sefting these
two extreme principles in action, of scttidy them
it counflict with, cach other, was this—that cach
class of the community in its turn became a suf-
ferer ; and that cach class applicd to this House
for relief. 'We all remember what the summer of
1817 was. And any honourable gentleman who
will take the trouble of turning’ back to the jour-
nals of this House, will see with what hundreds of
petitions our table was loaded, in the years 1819,
1820, and 1821, when the agileultural interest
was suﬂcrnur from the extraordinary fluctuation
of, prices. The extreme difierence of prices
during the periot for which this syslem was in
operativn, that is from 1815 to 1822, was not less
than this—on the one hand, one hundred and twelve
shillings per quarter {this was in the year 1817 j—
on the other hand, thirty-cight shillings (this wax in
1822), a fluctuation heing no leds than seventy-four
shillings per quarter!

In 1822, the House Listoned to’ the prayer of
he agricultural interest, and the law of 1815 wis
revised. Of that revised law it may.be suflicient
to say, that it has nevef come into operatipn. It
was,' neverthelesq, in qne rcsptct, materiably, dif-
ferent from the law of 1815. "It called duty to its

.aid; it gave up, ag a pr mc1p.le, unlimited prohibi-
tion, and conteniplated a pnce *at which Foreign
Corn might be admltted under a ,protcctmg
duty. It admitted importation at eighty shillings
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first, and afterwards at scventy shillings—at a
duty first of seventeen shillings, and afterwards
of twelve shillings. But to that revised law was
annexed or prefixed a clause, which stood as an
outwork, as it were, to prevent the body of the
law from bheing ever approached. This clause
retained the provision of the law of 1815, that
importation should be prohibited up to the price of
cighty shillings ; the consequence of which was,
and still is, that we live now as much under the
operation of the original provision of exglusion up
to cighty shillings, as if the law of 1815 still con-,
tinued unaltered. The result, then, of the alt2-
ration of 1822, has been perfectly null, for the
revised law has never come into operation at all.
If, then, unlimited prohibition, or if unre-
stricted importation, whether singly or jointly,
do not afford the proposed protection to agricul-
ture in an unexceptionable manner, and if it he
admitted that duty is the better mode of protee-
tlon, let us now considei the question of duty.
Can any fixed duty ever be cficctual to answer
its own purpese? Take, if ‘\ ouwill, Mr. Ricardo’s
plan; or ecither of the t.“o phns to which 1
have ‘¢alled the attentioneof the Commiittgd ; or
take either of the dutics proposed by the act
of 1822, that of sewnteen shillings, or that of -
twelve shillings ; and let it be fixed and invariable
—and then sce how it will .gperate.  Let us
supposc the duty of twelve shillings to be in qués-
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tion. We findl wheat to have been in ohe year
one hundred gnd twelve shillings per quarter:
consider what an aggravation an addition of a
duty of twelve shillings would be of the sufier-
ings of the community, from the high price of
corn.  In another year we find the price of the
quarter to be seventy-four shillihgs fess : consider
how small would be the protection to the agricul-
turist from a duty of twelve shillings added to
thirty-ciwht shillings. ”
~ It sebms perfeetly clear, therefore, that a duty,
“to be effectually a proteetion on the one hand, and
not an undue burden on the other, must vary
with the price of Corn. The average of priees,
for twelve years immediately preceding 18135, was
uwhty-luur shillings and five-pence.  The average
of the first six years of this period of twelve years,
was scventy-two shillings -and two-pence. The
average of the six years immediately prccudm-r
I815, was ninety-cight shi'lings dnd bl\pcncc
Now, the price umumul by the law of 1815, was
cighty shillings.  This price was taker upon the
consideration, no-doubt, that as the war was
then at an 2nd,” much was to he deducted fron: = the
price on'account of the cessation of the war expen-
‘diture, T think, upon the. whole, that that price
was fairly chosens and 1 mean to affix no blame
upon the law of 1813, in this respect.
The average price of Curn for the twelve years,

VOL. VI, K
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from 1815 to the last year, was sixty-four shillings
and eleven-peuce.

The average price, for the six yeare fullowing
1815, was seventy-four shillings and two-pence.

And the average of the last six yecars of this
period, from 1820, was fifty-five shillings and
nine pence. '

In the year 1822, the permancnt price assumed
was seventy shillings. [ am not disposed to
quarrel with it,* although it is to be observed,
that it goes upon a very different staté of things
from that which had governed the law of IN15%
for it is to be remembered, that the reduection of
taxation and of the public expenditure had pro-
duced, in 1822, a considerable dlﬁu'vnce in the
condition of the country.

[f it be considered that, in addition to the
diminution of expenditure and reduction of tax-
ation which 1 have just noticed, there was, in the
year 1819, another material charge cflected in the
state of the country by the act which restored
the value of the currency, I think it will be allowed
that on the very same principles on which, in the

year 1822, the price of seventy shiilings may have
been a proper one, sixty shillings would, for all
purposes of justice and equity, to all parties, be’
sufficient at this moment.

Nixty, shillings is the medium  between the
averao'e of the last tweive years, and the avorage
- of the last six years of that period ; itis the exact
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average of the last four years. ls it not fait, there-
fore, to conslder this as the price, to which the
protection of the agricultural interest should he
limited, and whiéh Parliament, looking to the
principle of its former legislation on the subject,
would be justified in fixing? My noble friend,
whose researches, and opportdnities of inquiring
into this subject, have heen much more laborious
and ample than my own, was of opinion, that
sixty shillings was the price, up to which the
landed-intérest are entitled to protection.

* So much, Nir, for the amount; next, as to the
mode in which this protection ought to be given.
1 have mentioned to the Committec the reasons
which induce me to think that a fired duty is not
the duty to be adopted—that a fixed duty, with-
out reference to variation of price, must at one
time be too high, at another to, low—and, by the
very circumstance that it does not itself vary,
while the other quantity is. perpetually varying,
it would be introducing perpetual inequalities. . T
conceive, that a scale of dutics, which should
vary inversely as the prices of Corn, correcting
the excess, and making up the deficiency, and
tending” by this alternate aid to their general

'equahzatlon, would: bo tliat which would carry

in itsclf the best chance of general steadine:s; a

property, which is perhaps the first thing, per-

haps cven before occasional cheapness, to he”
K2
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considered in legislation on the subsistence of the
peeple. _ '

As to the amount of such duty—the grounds
on which any particular amount should be as-
sumed, is matter of more dctail than I think it
expedient at present to cnter into; for I am
aware, that prices in forcign markets, and many
other matters of that nature, should properly
enter into such a discussion.  Upon the hest con-
sideration whizh my noble friend at the head of
His Majesty’s Government was able’ to'give to
this subject, he satisfiecd himself that a protectinf
duty of twenty shillings, where "the price of the
quarter of wheat is sixty shillings, would be as
much as it would be reasonabic and fair to im-
pose, and not more.

Taking as the mcan term of our plan the
average price of wheat at sixty shillings, and the
duty at twenty shillings, it is proposed to diminish
that duty by two sbillings for.cvery shilling of
inerease of the average price abore sixty shillings;
and, on the contrary, te increasc that duty by
two shillings for every shilling avhich the average
price shall fall below sixty shillings. The.cffect
of this scale then will be, that, frqm the assumed
price of wsixty shillings ‘up- toesixty-one shillings,
theres will e a’ duty of twenty shillings; from
sixty-ong shif.ings to sfxty—twy shillings, the duty
"will be cightcen shillings;; from sixty-two to sixty-
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three shillings, the duty will be sixteen shillings ;
from sixty-threc shillings to sixty-four shillings,
fourteen shillings; from sixty-four shillings to
sixty-five shilling}, twelve shillings; from sixty-
five to sixty-six shillings, ten shillings; andso on,
until the price having arrived at scventy shillings,
all duty will ccase, and importation be perfectly
free—with the exception mercly of the nominal
duty of registration at the Custom-house. Thus at
sixty-five shillings, the duty wil® he ten shillings ;
and at*seventy shillings, it will ccase altogether,
‘and importation be perfectly free. This, Sir, is
the ascending séale of price.  On the other hand,
as to the descending scale from sixty shillings to
fifty-nine shillings, there will be an addition of
two shillings.  No that, at fifly-five shillings, the
duty will amount to thirty shillings—in other
words, to a prohibitdry duty,® as it is intended
that at that price it should be.

I trust, Sir, that it will be felt that this project
has been 1mp'u‘t|.ally conceived ; and [ confes$
that I can anticipatc from those who iysist upon a
law of prohibition,on the onc hand—or from those
who Jjnsist upon unlimited importation, oa the
other Hand—ne ochctmn, but such as must in-
evitably belong, in their)eyes, to everx plan of
compromisc or scttlement. = * .

I am aware, indeed, that there is one question
which may arise from the statement that 1 have
made—I am aware that I may be asked, by the
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agricultaral body, ¢ If there be any point on
which you are prepared to grant us a prohibitory -
duty, why not, at that point, establish an absolute
prohibition?’ I will tell you, Sir. In the first
place, [ think it no light matter, with respect to
a subject which has been, not for years only, but
for ages, under tae consideration of Parliament,
that there has been no instance, excepting that of
1815, wherein prohibition has been an admiited
principle of legislation. Even during a series of
years, particularly from 1670 to 1774, when it
was the object of Parliament, not only to dis*
courage importation, but to encourage the cprr-
tation of British Corn, that discouragement of
importation was carried into eftect, not by pro-
hibition, but by duty. In the second place, 1
must say, that after the experience we have had,
under the law of* 1815, there is no great induce-
ment to our continuing this innovation, (for so
I must call it). Third)y, Sir,,it secms to me
tiesirable, that if there is to be.a trade in Corn at
all, it should be conducted, as far as possible, on
the principles of other trades, in a sober, regular
course, and not by perpetual jerks and impulses
arising out of extraordinary emergencies: I am
persuaded, that if ,imﬁortatien be always frce,
taking sufficient ‘security against an inundation of
the home market, it will flow in a regular, equable
‘current, supplying the real walts of the counfry,
aithout overwhelming it; instead of rendering
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the trade, as now, under the principle of prohibi-
" #ion, a perpctu'tl series of alternations between a
drought and a dcluo‘e

I think this prdject will tend to equalize the
prices, and keep that equalization of prices steady.
The market will indeed assume such a steadiness,
that, instead of a fluctuation between one hundred
and twelve shillings at one time, and thirty-cight
shillings at another, the vibrations will probably
be found to be limited within tke gmall circle of
from about fifty-five shillings to about fixty-five
shillings. The plan will provide against the mis-
clicf arising from sudden gluts in the market at
one time, and sudden dearths compelling us to
legislate occasionally, in contradiction to our
eencral system of legislation, at another. It will
get rid of another evil of very great magnitude—
the abuses of the system, of averages. 1f, as 1
have already stated, we see that a fraction of five-
pence one way, aid of fwo-gence the other, shut
the ports when they ought to have been opers
and opened them when they ought to have been
shut, it is impossible nut to cnterhm some sus-
picion of the soundness of the syStem by whnch
such ihconvenjent cffccts wére produced. By
this plan, the averages wlll be declared, weekly,
and cach week's average will govern the daty of
the ensuing week ; what Yoom can there be, m
thg course of a week, for deep specuhtxon" In
an interval of three months, it is possible for great
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capitalists to produce an effect upon prices by
unfair means. But, under the new arrangement,
when the average of one Saturday will be over-
turned by the average of the next Saturday, what
temptation—what opportunity can there be for
the commission of fraud ?

This plan will therefore tend to vindicate the
respectability ofthe Corn Trade, which will assume,
even in the eyes of those by whom it has becen
most suspected,«a character more analogous to
the regular trade of British merchanis iir other
branches of commerce. The plan will also get”
rid cntirely of the possibility of such an inter-
ference on the part of the Exceutive Government,
which some gentlemen refer to with great com-
placency as a cure, but which I confess 1 con-
sider an aggravation of the present system. I
am perfectly confident,, and-so are my colleagues,
that we did right sume months ago in taking upon
ourselves the responsipility of admitting Corn not
idmissible by law. But, though we were right in
1akifnr carc. of the public good, we were not
unconscious at the time, and we have since
lccelu-d painfui infor mauon, that while we did a
great public good, we did'nfuch private mischief.
The megsure which wias «adopted to save the
country from thessuitering which would have fol-
lowed a scarcity— may have Lad the cffect of
injuring more than one private fortune. Honour-
able gentlemen talk glibly of responsibility, and
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taunt Ministers, as if’ they would have bech inca-
jreble of filling thur situations, if they had hesi-
tated to excrcise an extravrdinary discretion in
such an emergency. [ do not say, that, under a
similar emergency, we should not be ready to act
with similar decision again; but though such an
emergency may have justified the exercise of an
extraordinary discretion, it is surely incumbent
upon Ministers to ¢ndeavour to prevent a recur-
renee of it. .,

These art some of the henefits which this plan

" presents to the House; and if it should appear,

upon trial, that inferests, which are now supposed
to be wide as the poles asunder, may thus he
approximated more ncarly than is now believed
to be possible---such a result would be worth all
the rest. It will tend to sweeten the ill blood
which has too long sulrsisted botween two classes
of the community looking with jealousy at each
other, and to unité conflicting opinions 4s well as
interests, which hgve appeared to he altogether
irreconcilcable. ', )
Thesc are the pr mup}cs on which the plan of
Iis Majesty's: Ministers is founded : these, are
the objects which they proposc to carry into

. cﬂcct I have now only'to commlt the, Resolu-

tions, which [ have to propo&c'to the judgment
of the Committce, whom'l entrcat, to whatever
ohjections they mdy deem the plan to be liable in®
detail, to receive it, as it is intended to be, in thg
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light of a peace. offering from my noble friend at_
the head of the Government. .

The Resolutions are calcul.tted, as I wenly
belicve, to allay jealousics, to‘terminate disputes,
and to convince those who have been long cause-
lessly arrayed against each other, under a notion
that their respective prosperitics were incompa-
tible, that there is room enough in the world for
both, and that their advantages may be doubled
by union. . -

In this spirit the Resolutions have”been con-
ccived, and in this spirit 1 trust they will he
accepted. '

Thesubjoined Resolutions were thenagreed to:

RESOLUTIONS.

* "That it is the opjnion of this Committee, that any sort
of Corn, Grain, Meal, and Flour, which may now by law
be imported into the United Kingdo, should at all times
De admissible for home Tise,' upon p.l)lllult of the duties
fo]lnwmg, viz. :—

If imported from any forciga c.uuntr)

WuxEAT, viz. : ' L s d
Whenever  the ,average ptice of
Wheat, nfade up ahd published in -
, manner requiréd by law, shall be
60s.* and under Glv. the quarter,
the duty shall be for every quarter... 1 0 0

———
\

¢ * The average lpnce of Wheat was sdbsequently altered to G2s.
and a fraction, and the other sorts of Corn, Grain, Meal, and Fiour,
~nderwent a proportivnate modification.
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Wirkar, viz. H s d

----and in respect of every in-
tegral *shilling, by which such price
shall be above G0s. such duty shall
be decreased by 25, until such price
shall be 704,

s ——— Whenever such price shall be at or

above 70s. the duty shall he for

O 70 T TLLTLY o 1) RS o1 0
—— ——= Whenever such price shall be under

60s. and not under 59s. the duiy shall,

be for every quartera..... coveeceienl 1 20

- - - -and in respeet of each integral
shilling, or ary part of cach integral
shilling, by which such price shall be
under 59«. suchduty shall be incereased
by ®s.

BanrLey.

Whenever the average price of Bar-
ley, mide up and published in man-
ner required by law, ah all be 80s. axd
under 91s. the quartor, the duty
shall be fol avery quarter............... 01¢c-0

-=--and in re;;.pcct of every ifite-
gral shilling by which such price
shall be above e 3(s. such duty shall he
decreased by 1s. bd until such price
shall be 37%. ° .

————— Whenever such price shall be at or
above 87+, the duty shall he for every
]
quarter...”. ..o oerereresmsensesaonanns 010

Whenever such price shall be under .
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BARLEY. : L s d

80s. and not under 29s. the duty
shall be for every quarter.......ooeeeee. 011 6

----and in respect of cach integral
shilling, or any part of cach integral
shilling, by which such price shall be
under 29s. such duty shall be in-
creased by 1s. 6d.

ars.

————— Whenever the average price of Oats,
mide up and published in marner,
required by law, shall be 21s. and
under 22, the quarter, the duty
shall be for every quarter......... w070
- - = - und in respeet of every integral
shilling by which such price shall be
above 21y such duty shall be de-
creased by Ls. until such price shall
be 28y, .

~————— Whenever such price shall be at or
«above 2. the duty shall be for

O A TLLE Ly T VO SURRRRPPRRPRRR | B S
—2— —— Whenever such price shall be under
Zls. and not under 20 the duty
‘ shall be for every quarier........... 0 8 0
e - - --and in respeet of each ‘intvgml '

shilling, orany part of cach integral ‘
shilling, by. which suchvprice shall be
under £0s.” such duty shall be in-
creased by 1s. ¢

-
‘e

‘Ryk, Pras, AND Beans,  « .
-— Whenever the average price of Rye,
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Ryk, Pras, AND Brans,
1]
or of Peas, or of Beans, made up
L] . - -
and published in mammer required by
law, shallebe 858, and under 36s. the
. quarter, the duty shall be for every

TTTUE S 1L RO PRSPPI U |

---- .md in ros]wct of every mtvgr.ll
shilling by which such prlco shall be
above $35s. such duty shall he de-
creased by 1w, Gd. until such price
shall be 455,

— Whenever such price shall be at or’

above 434. the duty shall be for every

qu.lrtcr-
————— Whenever m(-h price shall be under

85s. and not undcer 3 by, the duty shall

£ s

1

141
d.

50

0

be for every quarter....ooveceeeeens oo 0 16 6

- ---and in respeet of cach integral
shilling, or any part of each integral
shilling, by which sich pmc shall be
under  3bs., such duty shall be
increased by 1x. Gdl.
Wurar, Mear, axp*Frove.
———— For cvery bareel being 1961b., a
duty cqual in dmount to the duty
payable on five bushels of Wheat.

OarmEAL.
—-——— Tor cvery guaptity of 252Ib., a duty
) cqual in amount to the*duty pu_)nblt,
on a quarter of (ate.
Mawzi on INvrax-(dmN, Brck-Wuear, BrkR
o Bica. :
————— For cvery quarter, a duty equal in
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Maizes or INnprax-Clony, Beex-Wuear, Beer £ 4. d.
ok Bice. ' -

amount to the duty paydole on a
quarter of Barley. .

If the produce of, and imported from any British Pos-
session in North Amecrica, or elsewhere, out of Furope.

WugaT. . L os d
—————— For every quarter.........ooeceiienne.
- ---until the price of Brm-ih Whe ut,
made up and published in manmer
requirdd by law, shall be G5 per
(uarter.
—————— Whenever such price shall be at or
above 65s., the duty shull be for
every quarter............ ceeresceennaces e 00 6

(Y

Banruex.

———-—— Tor every (uarter. c.cceenveennienenen 0
----until the price ot Bnlhh B.lrloy ,
made up and published in- manner
rulum-d by law, shall be 83s. per
quarter.

—~— ——— Whenever vuch price shall be at or
above 83s, the duty ohall be for
L K LUy L0 R | B (B ()

(=]
(=]

OATs.

For‘every quarter .............. R
= == «until the pme of l!nu-eh ()ats,
made up and 1ml;hahg(l i manner
required by law, shall be 2. per
quarter.
~——=——— Wheuever such price shall be at
or above R4s., the duty shall be for
CVErY (UATEEr....ovivrissereniresinneese. 0 0 6
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Ryr, BeaNs, AND Pras,
L]

. For every quarter..e woveseenennee.
- - - - until the price of British Rye,
or of Beats, or of Peas, made up
and published in manuer required by

law, shall be 20, per quarter.

= -———— Whenever such price shadl be at or
above 40s., the duty shall be for
every (Uarttr..c.covceecanens

WineAT, MeAL, axp Froen.

————= - ¥our cvery barrel being 1961b.,

duty cqual in amount to the duty
payable, on five bushels of Wheat.

OATMEAL.

— For cvery quantity of 252h., a
duty cqual in amount to the duty
payable on a quarter of Oats.

Marzr, or INp1aN-CoRN," Brex-\Witear, Bren
or Brae.

- - For every quarter, @ duty equal in
amount te the duty payable on a
quarter of Barley.

143
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0 30
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That it is the opinion of this Committee that all the said
duties shall be regulated and determined from \u.-pl\ to
week, by the average priees "of (‘orn, made up in manncr

required by law, which priges shall, at the se\u'.tl

ports of

the United 1\mg«lum, determine the several rates of the
said duties for and during the,week next after the reeeipt

of the proper certificpies of such average prices,
ports respectively. :

at such
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CATIIOLIC QUESTION —ALJOURNEP
DEBATE.

MARCH 6th, 1527

sk . Burberr, on the 5th of March, submitted a
motion for taking into consideration the laws inflicting
penalties and disabilities on His Majesty’s Roman Catholie
subjccts.

M. SEcrieTaRy CaxNING rose at half-past two
o’cloch in the morning, and spoke to the following
ctteet:*—Nir, afler the protracted discussion to
which this debate has been already extended, the
House has a security in my discretion, as well asin
my presentinability toaddress them at considerable
length, that 1 shall not trespass long upon their
attention. Indeed, I am principally induced to
rise, lestvit might appear disrespeotful to the
‘[ousc and unbecoming in me, on account of the
station which I have the honour to fill, were [ to
abstain from stating (at. least shortly and suc-

**The laeness of the honr at ewhich Mr. Canning rose in the
debate, and the time (nearly two hours) ocenpied in the delivery
of the speeeh, rendered it quite fprfcticable that a complete,
report of it should be published in the newspapers of the morning
on which it was spoken. A fufl report of this specch is now for
the first ting published ; itis printed from copious notes, taken at
tke time, aud subsequently transcribed, with fidelity and diligence,
by the EpiTon.
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cinetly) the grounds on which I give my vote this
'might. In doing so, I think it may not be incx-
pedieht to reedl the attention of the House, more
accurately than i€ has been ealled during the
greater part of the discussion, to the question
immediately under its consideration.

The honourable baronet (Sie* . Burdcett) who
brought this question forward, introduced it with
the gencrosity and prodigality of arguiient of a
person, who thought that all —or at.deast, th:t the
main pdint—wus included in his Resolution, and
onitted to state accurately and precisely the pur-
|m.rt and extent .of the proposition before the
House.  Of this omission, 1 must say, a most un-
fair and unwarrantable advantage has been taken,
simply beeanse the honourable baronet did not
ask the plain question, which was all that was
intended by the Resohution,—* Do vou, a new
Parliament, entertain the same opinion as your
predecessors did,.ds to the propricty and import-
ance of considering the claims of your Roman
Catholic fellow-subjects ¢* 1 own 1 djd not ex-
pect that thereforc.an obpection would have been
made to him, for not having included the desagls
of a medsure ina prcl?nﬁnary fesolution of prin-
ciple. [ should not have ‘expected this miscon-
struction of argument from a member who . had
only sat in this House for' the first timg; but 1
confess I was little® prepased to have an example
of such a confusion, set by judicial accuracy.

VOL. VI. L .
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The speech of the right honourable and learned
gentleman (the Master of the Rolls) has beeu
partly historical and partly critical. The historical
part, on the admission of the right honourable
and learned gentleman himself, was inapplicable
to the present question; and 1 shall presently
show that his cntical part was not less inappo-
site. The right honourable and lcarned gentleman
began, continued, and ended his speech, by com-
plaining that a6 securitics were offered on the
part of the Roman Catholics. 1f the right ionour-
able and learned gentleman required sceurities,
how were they to be propounded ! Where? and
inwhat? In a Resolution forsooth calling upon
you to declare, whether you will affirm or abjure
the inherited opinion of your predecessors? When
the House declares its opinion in aflirmation or
negation of the necessity and importance of en-
tertaining this measure, then will be the time for
deliberating on the .measure in its details—then

"will be the time for considering what hill, and
what provisions, it will be proper to introduce—
then will be the time o takc the question of
sepurmes into consideration, and-to ingraft them
upon any measurc Which mhy be brought forward,
subsequent to the decisior of this question. But,"
Sir, until that time arrives, honourable gentlemen
might, without impropricty, restrain the expres-
sion of their surprise, tkat the honourablc barpnet
bad not, in the first instance, introduced a measure
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in all its details to the Ilousc. The honburable
baronct has done right in omitting to do so. And
I certainly, for ‘one, should have thought that the
honourable baronet had acted in a very strange
manner, and that he had perplexed and defeated
his own object, if he had, in the first stage of his
procceding, encumbered his resodution with securi-
tics for the Protestant religion, and with all those
other and numerous accessories which he might
have collected, from the deluge ap to the Revo-

lution.» ¢
The question now propounded to the IHouse is

this— Is the Hpuse decply impressed with thie
neeessity of taking into immediate consideration
the laws inflicting penaltics on Iis Majesty’s
Roman® Catholic subjects, with the view of re-
moving them?” This is the question—this the
simple principle which th¢ Tlause is now called
upon to negative or to aftirm. Is this question
an unimportant olfe—is lt a gjuestion of*idle and
otiosc curiosity ! No! But it is asked, because =
since the last discussion, upon this subject here,
the House has begn returned to its constituents,
and because an endeavour has bcen madg o
spread ubroad an impréssion that it is now sent
back wholly chang.ed — an assertion which 1
totally and utterly disbelieve. *The ob_;u.t of the
resolution then, Sir, is to @scertain whether this
imputed change his been wrought, and if it.has *
taken place, (which I again declare l-disbelieve) _
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it would be surely impolitic and unbecoming to
bring forward any measure of the kind, at ar
inauspicious moment, or to waste the time of the
House by a discussion, which could only excite
angry leclings, without the hope of a fortunate
result. If it were otherwise, if it should appear
that no change hus been effeeted in the sentiments
of this House, the ground would then be fairly
open for matters connected with this resolution,
and for the ceusideration of those topics conse-
quent dpon its adoption.

But, Nir, because a detailed scheme of securi-
ties has not been now prematurely brought for-
ward, the right honourable and learned gentleman
has thought proper to accuse me of abanduning
the idea of sccurities, which [ at one time re-
garded as a necessary accompaniment of any
measure of relief to the Roman Catholics, and
upon this he has founded a charge of inconsistency
against me. Sir, | l)_avq not alwred or abandoned

“apy sentiment or principle T have cver entertained
upon this important qyestion. It would have
been more correct and- satisfactory in the right
honourable and learned gcntleman (were it within
his power to do so) to hava stated in what way I
have aQandoned my principles. Why does the
right honourablc and learned gentleman say, that
I have abandoned the'notion of the nccessity of
securities? What proaf has ne that I have done
so? Where is the cvidence of my dereliction Af
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them? 1 do not, know whether or not the right
konourable and learned gentleman was in Parlia-
ment in 1812, when I first voted for this measure.
[1t was intimated Across the table to Mr. Can-
ning that the Master of the Rolls was not then in
Parliament.] Well! as the right honourable and
learned gentleman was not in Parliament, 1 will
furnish him with a short abridgment of the history
of this question since that period. 1 will be his
historian of these later times. ».

In tlre yéar 1812, | took the liberty to'move a
resolution, which was very nearly the saume as
that now propoted by the honourable baronet,
with this difference, that, as it was near the close
of the session, the resolution that [ moved pledged
the House ** to tuke into its most serious consi-
deration carly in the neat session of Parliament, the
state of the laws affeeting Jlix Majesty’'s Roman
Catholic subjects in Great Britain and Ireland,
with a view to such a fina) wad conciliatoty adjust-
ment as may be -umdm ive to the peace and’
stwngth of the United Kingdom; to the .st'tblhty
of the Protestant establishment, and to the genc-
ral satjsfaction-and concord of all ¢lasses of.lfis
Majesty's subjeets.” ¢ ) '

) It so happened, that ¢he’termination of the ses-
sion (like the termination of that vf last year) was
at the cve of a dissolution—my resolution was
carjicd—-and the Parliament of 1813 adopted the”
pledge. of their predecessors. A bill was then .
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broughrt in by Mr. Grattan, to whom—from what
T'thought to be due to his fame, his station, anu
venerable age—1 surrendered, and with pleasure,
the fruits of the unexpected 'victory that I had
gained—a victory, which I will eall unparalleled,
as my resolution was carried by a majority of 159.*
However, in phrsuance of certain principles
which I made the guide of my conduect, I under-
took to form a scheme of securitics, which were
approved of by the House, and incorpurated in
the bill. :

Now, Sir, a good deal of fallacy lurks under
this word securities, which, from the way they
have been talked of by the right honourable and
lecarned gentleman, might he thought to be of a
political naturc, and to involve important consi-
derations of the interests of church and state. No
such thing. They consistetl simply of two points—
the first was, to give the Crown a certain au-
thority in the nomination of ‘Catholic hishops ;
" and, secondly, to subject the: correspondence of
the See of Rome, with the Roman Catholic sub-
jects in this country, to‘the inspection of Govern-
ment. But this correspendence was not created
by the Bill: it did then, anid does now exiét. And,
supposing it even, had beewrcreated by the bill,’
is not that question now greatly changed by the
restitutipn of the Pope, who is at present in the

* The greatest majority by which a motion on the Catholic
Question wag ever carried in the House of Commons.
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full exercise of his authority at Rome? Then he
had none, and Was in captivity; and however
glibly some gefiticmen may talk of the dangers of
of the restitution of that sec, it is more satisfac-
tory that he should enjoy established authority
for every purpose that he now possesses it, than
.that he should be situated as he then was. To
estimate the value and importance of the securi-
tics then offered, it is nccessary to consider the
time and circumstances under which they were
proposed. » ) .

But my right honourable friend (Mr. Goulburn)
s@ems to think, that all sccurities were useless,
because they were unsatistactory to the Roman
Catholics to whom they were proposed. Was
their ukefulness defeated on account of the dis-
satisfaction that they created in the minds of the
Roman Catholies? No! They were rendered
uscless, because, Nir, your predecessor in that
chair* took a share in the discussion inesthe Com-
mittee, and succcesfull) oppo~cd the clause wluch
proposed the admission of Roman Catholics "t
scats in Parliament, and the victory which he .
then obtamcd has left us the precious 'Iegncy
We arcnow enjoyings * .

It was not the distaste.of Romish ccclesiastics,
"therefore, that rendered the'sprppused Sccurities

* Mr. Abbol, the preicut Lord Colchester, late Speaker of the
louse of Commons.
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uscless. It may be true that they, in despair of
ever experiencing its benefits, thought fit instantly
to deery, and treat with disdain, what they had
lost all hope of possessing. It might easily be
imagined that any body of men, when they began
to discover that all hope of obtaining what they
desired was at end, saw very good renson for re-
tracting any concession that they might previously
have made, in the moment of their anxicty to ob-
tain it.  If any man were about to buy a horse,
and the scller ‘suddcnly repented, and refsed to
make good the bargain, would not the person
with whem he was dealing express himself infi-
nitely delighted to get off the bargain, and declare
that he never intended to give the priee that had
been mentioned 2 So it was with the ecclesiax-
tics of the Romish Church in Ireland ; they
were deprived of what they carnestly desired,
and then they \lul«lenly turned round and de-
clared, that they would never ha we aceepted that,
Mvhich in truth and mahtv. never was within their
putier to accept.  Amidst the historical confu-
. sion of this historical m-rht itis doubly provoking
to have it said that the bill of 1813, was rejected
by persons, to whor, from she sta: ze in which the
bill was when it was stified, these securities could
never have been offsied. '
No much for the measure of 1813. Now one
word for ‘myself.  Any person, who had heard
the speech of the right honourable and learned
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gentleman, would suppose that my principle had
l:een to make a bargain with the ecclesiastics, to
. know what théy would give and take, and to
frame the bill fron? théir answer. Sir, if there
has been one principle which 1 have inculcated
usque ad nauscam, it is that which in 1812 {1
adopted, and from which no coartship—no kind-
ness—no intreaties—muo invitation would induce
me to depart—not to exchange a word with any
Roman Catholic on this subject, This resolu-
*tion [ oame to—from no motive of disredpect to
the members of the Roman Catholie body-—hut 1
wish to assure the Iouse, that in whatever part
I have at any time taken on this question, 1 have
tuken it solely on my own conviction of its justice
and its ‘expediency. | have never had any con-
sultation with either prelate, or priest, or layman
of the Roman Catholie persnasion, in any mea-
surc which I have had a share in preparing, with
the exception of opfe professipnal gentlefan em-
ployed in drawing aip the "technical provisions of
the bill, in the prepardtion of which T wag enga"od
Is this principle thgn—issthis mode of prucvedmg
onc of a bargain and sale? Nothing like it. ¥p!
my full and settled coffviction (and onc which 1
never let pass an opportunity of endeavoyring to
impress upon the House) always'\\ as this :—~that
Parliament should inquire, deliberate and deter-
mine, as to the coirsc which it was wise, and
upright, and expedient, to pursue; and, having
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done ‘that, should not invite the Catholics to
accept or reject, but call upon them 1o obey.
Whether it be for good— whether’it be for cvil—
whether it be in kindness orwith penalty, that
alone is all that Parliament can do consistently
with what it owes to the country—consistently
with the duc discharge of its legislative functions ;
for the Parliament that condescends to bargain,
abandons its duty of legislation.

But the migsepresentation does not end here:
It was‘said by my right honourable friend (Mr.*
Goulburn) that the unwillingness, the asperity *
with which securitics were received by the Ronfan
Catholic Clergy, had cooled their parliamentary
advocatcs in proposing them. Sir, whatever
may have been the unwelcome recepfion the
propositions for these securities may have met
with in Ireland, there,is ne man conversant with
what daily passes from the ordinary sources of
general intelligence,—({With which, even those

" who do not disdain the reading of quartos, are not
altogether unacquainted)—there is no man, I say,
who does not know that any cxpression of dis-
e:J,psf'actlon that may have been expressed by the
Roman Catholic clergy, 16l infinitely short of the
terms of v1rulencc, of taunting, and of contempt
which were utteréd respecting these very securi-
ties, and which, thouth not properly entitled to
be present I myself ¢ Aiscc alt}ibus’ heard uttered
by noble lords in another place. 1 myself have
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heard more than,one nbble lord say tauntingly,
“ If it be intended to give relief—to do any thing,
—do it largely—do it cffectively—do it with an
open heart and libtral hand; do not come with a
boon in onc hand, and sccurities in the other,
adding insult to degradation.” In this House,
then, [ am twitted for the waht of securities—
and in the other, securities are rejected with
contcmpt, and thus this well-established see-saw
renders it impossible that any bitl. should be de-
vised Which should escape both Houses. *

. Since the year 1813, I certainly have not med-
dled in the wotkmanship of securities; at the
same time, [ assurc my right honourable friend
(Mr. Goulburn) that I am perfectly ready to vote
for sccurities; but [ am not to be set down as a
security-grinder. As to the House of Lords, they
never had an opporturity of being made acquaint-
cd with the sccurities which I originated and
proposed. The Xords tell s there is nb danger,
and those holding thc same opinions with them
here, call upon us to find them a security without
telling us what is the-danger. They impose
upon the frierds of tlua measure a’task sanar to
that wWhich was impdéed upoh the prophet in “the
. Bible, who was required; not merely to, find the
interpretation of a dream, but'te guess the dream
itself. So I have been called upon, not only to
find securities, but'to guess the danger. If those

who require securities will describe the dangers_
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which they apprehend, Iiwill find the securities ;
but it is too much to require me to find the danger
and the security too.

This, however, I will say, chat I have always
entertained a firm opinion, that at whatever period
the Catholic Question might he settled, it ought
to be provided i that scttlement that the Crown

- should, in some shape or other, interfere in the
nomination of the Catholic bishops. It has been
truly stated hy an honourable gentleman, (Mr.
Bankes) that the King of Prussia has obtained
securities from the Catholics in his dominions; it
was perfectly true that the King of the Nether-
lands was ncgociating for similar sccurities: it
was perfectly true also, that in Austria and
Saxony, and other States, such securities existed.
But how have they been obtained? By going to
the proper market of negociation—to the fountain-
head--to the Pope at Rome.

But it should be remembered that the various
-states which I have mentioned had un intercourse
and means of negociation with the Pope, which
we do not pussess.  In. the existing state of the
Iaw \u, cannot cnter into any such negociation.
The year after I came into {ae office which I have
now the honour to hold; I had the opportunity of
aacertalnmg this fact. '

In those popular works which are resorted to
by the unlearned, I have read thatit was high
treason to correspond with the Pope. Very soon
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after I came intq oﬂ‘ico,‘a letter was addredsed to
our most gracious Sovercign from the Pope, an-
nouncing his accession to the spiritual throne of
the continent., Tlmt letter was accompanied by
another of a very complimentary kind, addressed
to myself by the Pope’s Secretary.  Although I
had always thought that the only way in which
the uestion of the securities to be required from
the Catholies could be settled, was by a negocia-
tion with the Pope, yet I knew that it might be
* as much asemy reputation was worth, toehe de-
teeted in a correspondence with his LHoliness.
Al length 1 bethpught myself of consulting the
law officers of the Crown on the subject of the
correspondence ; and, in answer to an application
which T directed to be made, [ received a letter,
which, as, 1 have referred to it, 1 shall take the
liberty of reading to the llguse ;¥

¢ Sir, .

“ We bave had the honour of receiving Mr.
Planta’s letter, stafing, that, the l’ul)e, havmff
announced to Ilis Majesty his clevation to Phe
pontifical thrane, in a letter, of wltich Mr. Planta
incloscd to us a , copy,~'With a translation,. accom-
panied by another letter from the Cardinal
Necretary of Ntate, and the .questlon having

* Only part of this opjnion was quotod by Mr. Canning, but a8
the whole of it has been supphed' to this work from an authentic’
source, it is here inserted in full. —Eprror.
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therefore arisen, as to wh>ther s auy answer should
be returned by His Majesty and his (Government
to this notification ; you had directed him to refer
the same to us, confidentially,"and to recuest we
would favour you with our opinion whether,
according to the law at present in existence, there
is pramunire in such a correspondence with the
Pope and Cardinal Secretary of Ntate. In com-
pliance with your request, we have carcfully
perused and considered the letters above referred
to, and'beg leave to state that, by th. Ntat. 5th,
Eliz. cap. 1, s. 2. advisedly and wittingly to
attribute, by any spueech, open deed, or act, any
manner of jurisdiction, authority, or pre-eminence
to the See of Rome, or to any bishop of the same
see, within this realm, subjects a party, for the
first offence, to the penalties of premunive ; and
as the Pope, by virtue of his office, claims, as we
conceive, authority, jurisdiction, and pre-cmi-
nence over the whole Christiari Church, and cer-
tainly over the Catholic Churchuin this realm ; and,
as by the etters, his elevation to the supreme
pontlﬁcate is in terms announced, which we ap-
prehend would be construed as importing such a
claxm, we are of opinion tirat any answer 1o these
letters, wluéh mlght be<nterpreted into an implied
recogmtmn of suclt'a claim, might be considered
as brmgmg the party, being a subject, writing or
advising it, within thc operativh of the above sta-
tute. Ttis, we think, worthy of remark, that the



CATHOLIC QUESTION. 139

legislature, by qarel'ulll adopting the title of
Bishop of Rom.c, instead of that of Pope, in the
various acts passed since the reformation, seems
anxiously to have #voided any such implicd recog-
nition. :

“ We further think, that the reference made in
the Pope’s letier to the Cathobe Church in His
Majesty's dominions, and the recommendation of
the weal of that Church to Ilis Majesty, render
’caution upon this occasion particularly necessary.

“ We have the honour to be, &c.

(Nignedy “R. GIFFORD.
“J. S COPLEY.™

Now, Sir, I began to consider with mysclf the
penalties consequent upon pravmunire ; and find-
iug that a correspondence with bis Holiness would
subject me to those penalties, I looked into that
profound work, Burn's Jystice of the Peace,”
to ascertain what tho:e penaltles were. Accord-
mo'ly, Nir, I found upon jnquiry, that any. persom
attainted in a prqmunire “ should be put out ¢ of
the King’s pratection, their lands and goods for-
feited #o the King, «nd their bodics (whcreso-
ever they may be. found) should he taken and
ransomed at the King's wilt.”. 1 furthcl; dis-
covered, that ‘ so odious was this offence for-
merly, that a man‘who was attainted of fhe same®
might have been slain by any one without danger )
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of law; becausc it was brovided by law that a
man might do to him, as to the King’s encmy,
and a man may lawfully kill ah cnemy; and,
therefore, by the 5th Eliz. c. 1. it is enacted that
it shall not be lawful for any one to slay any
person attainted ina pr@munire; hut he is so far
out of the King'seprotection, that he is disabled to
bring an action for any injury whatever.  And no
one, knowing him guilty, can with safety give him
aid, comfort, omrcliet.™ 1 Haw. 5o,

The Mastir or Tur Rouis. - The right honourable
gentlenan does not read that as part of the opinion.

Mz. Secrerary CanxiNG.-—No; it is not the
right honourable and learned gentleman, but that
profound work, “ Burn's Justice,” whicli is my
present authority.  Such were some of the penal-
tics incident to a pramunire, which 1, an unlearned
person, naturally anxious to obtain information
on the subject, discoveréd. It was natural, Nir,
that 1 should look to the penaltics; and looking
to them, 1 resolved L would not correspond with
his Holinesa the Pope. « Accordingly, Nir, I did
nog vrite a sirgle line in reply to the polite com-
munication of the Cardinal *Necretary, ncither did
I advise J‘Ils Majesty to' return any answer to the
letter. of his Holiness. I am exceedingly glad to
avail myself of the present opportunity, in a way
‘which will probably reach Rome, and which
(without subjecting me to the penalties of a
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pramunire) will assure ‘he venerable persons in
question, that my silence, on the occasion to
which 1 have alludcd is not to be attributed to
any want of respect™or them on my part. As long
as this admirable law, inflicting the penalties of
pramunire on any person corresponding with the
Nee of Rome, remains unrepealet, it is not likely
that any person will have courage cnough to be-
come his Iloliness's correspondent; yet to the
Sce of Rome, I am persuaded, if we, wish to have
“an cfficitnt sccurity from the Catholics, thé ques-
tio.n must come at last.

The Master oF ik Rorus.—I consider that the opi-
nion referred to was contained in a confidential communi-
cation.

Mu. Seerprary Canyiye said, that in acase like this,
touching his life and fortune, he certainly had a right 10
state the opinion which he htd reecived.

The MasTter or Tur Ronus was understood to com-
plain of the letter whicht had bun ipad, being thus brought
forward.

Mi. SECRETARY (L\\'_\'I\'c.._\'ir, I’ do nut
c\actly understand this interruption, Itis, in my
opinion,s most c.\tl'mrdm'u' , that when, 1, 8

Necretary of \tatc, had, on a question affecting
the discharge of my pubhc duty, requlrcd. the
opinion of the law officers of the Crown, that any
objection should besmade to its productiolf. Ina
hundred official cases similar opinions are required

VOL. VI M
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by me, on matters cmm’-ctcd with the discharge
of my public duties, which T am free to make
public or not, as in my discretion I may think
proper. I assert, this is a piablic document, on
the production of which depends the judgment to
be pronounced as to whether or not I have pro-
perly exccuted ihy public duty as a Minister of
the Crown. With this view I called for the
opinion of Ilis Majesty’s law officers, and reccived
it—mot in a nvn-official, but in an official way;
and that being the case. 1 have a right to refer to
it.  As to the opinion which I have just quoted,
it would have probably lain in the obscurity to
which T had consigned it, had it not been for the
extraordinary language which has been held else-
where, and which has been repeated” in this
House, impcaching my honour and honesty.
The right honourable and learned gentleman
was not even original in his remarks. | have met
them in print,* so that 1 whs prepared for the

. " Dr. Philpotts, a short tine before this debate, published a
Loﬂer to Mr. Canning on “the Catholic Question, between
why.h and the speech of the Master of the Rolls there was a remark-
able coincidence, both.in argumert and in cxpresson.  The
principal argunuent in both wgs founded upon an erroncous suppo-
sition tha¢ Mr. Canning had abandoned the expediency of securi-
tics, “which, in 1513, he unguntul and carnestly enforced.
This brush between the Master of the Rolls and Mr. Canning,
did not canze the slightest dimjnution=of the personal regard pre-
vivusly subisting betwexn them.—EpiTOR.
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attack which hag been Inade upon me, although
I vow to God, that if; before 1 camne into this
House, I had been required to predict the quar-
ter from which tlre ,attack would proceed, the
quarter from which it has proceeded would have
been the last which I should have conjectured.

Well, then, passing over this, ¢0 me, most pain-
ful part of the subject, I proceed to a farther con-
sideration of the securitics relating to corres-
pondence with the Sce of Rome. . Sir, it seems,
*securities are required against the private cor-
respondence carried on hetween the Catholies of
this country and.the Sce of Rome. Be it remem-
bered, this correspondence is wholly of a spiritual
nature, touching the granting of indulgences, and
other ptactices existing in that particular religion,
having reference to private life, and coming pro-
perly and strictly under ccclesiystical cognizance.
True, the seccurities which 1 proposed, failed
along with the Bal of whigh they were to have
formed a part; and when they failed, my labours
on the subject of sclurities werc at an end. 1§
therec were any persons avho really thought, and
did not, for the purposes of debate, pretend that
any danfrer could acerde from a corrc;pond(.nu,
with the court of Romeg, respecting the marriage
of second cousins twice removed, it was for them
to bring in a Bill to regulate such correspondunce.
Do not let honoutable gentlemen suppose that.
this practice does not go on—it goes on daily.

M 2
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The "same lcarned authority {Burn’s Justice)
which informed me on the subiect of preemunire,
will ¢ 'q)pnse these gentlemen, that’by 13th Eliza-
beth, cap. 2, any one obtaining a papal bull, is
guilty of high trcason. Now, Sir, this also is
done cvery day. There is not a day in which
some Catholic does not commit this offence, and
vet it is gravely said, that the country cannot
be in safety, unless these bulls were taken by
the horns, [ eannot believe any person to he
sincere,”who, hmmg slumbered over this practice
for ages, without proposing a remedy, only thought
of it at the moment when the Catholic Question
camc on to be debated.  And, am I now, Nir, to
be told that these bulls of Rome are running
about wild and unchecked, in consequencé of my
rashness and apostacy?  [s it possible for me,
Nir, consistently with a due regard to decency, to
treat with suflicient contempt such an accusation?
[t is for every man to defend his own consistency,
'md 1 therefore may be ‘excused for some 'm.\u,tv
“on the score of mine. ’

“If it be true that the. securitics arce essential,
why is the country suffered to remain in danger
for the want of them ?—and if it be truc tkat they
are worthless, what claimy to,candour have thosc
who lay'spch steess on their adoption ?

An honourable gewileman (Mr. Moore) who
spoke late in the debate lastrnight, talked of the
corohation oath as a barricr to Catholic emancipa-
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tion. I belicve shat the honourable member must
be very new to this ll’ouse, or he would have
known that the day of reliance by the opponents
of this measure onthe coronation oath has gonc
by. To satisfy that honourable member, how-
cver, and to set his mind at ease, I will, by way
of answer, read a passage from a%peech of a noble
friecnd of mine (Lord Liverpool), now unhappily
attacked by scvere indispusition—who was the
leader of the party that had formerly placed great
"reliance on the coronation oath, as an obstacle to
the granting of the Catholic claims. My noble
fricnd, on the occasion L allude to, said, * That
he could not consider the coronation oath as any
obstacle to the removal of the civil and political
disabilitics of the Roman Catholics. The oath
was an vath to proteet the established chureh and
clergy of the realm. The remowal of the disabili-
ties might. possibly affeet that church, but it could
only do so conscquintially, Many wise and good
men were of opmmn that it would strengthen the
chulch : and if Parliament presented a bill to the
King for his acceptance,; grounded, as no doubt
they weuld upon this assumption, lic did not §RC
how the*King counld be advised’ to consider it at
variance with the obligations of the vath, which
he had taken.” This, at least, is one bugbear
fairly disposed of, and no more ought to bg said of
the coronation oath, * What other dangers might
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await the question at thi.!. eleveath hour, I have
yet to learn.

A singular fate has always attended this ques-
tion. They who advocated it, put to its opponents
these (uestions—** Will you do what we pro-
pose ™"« Will you do nothing 7 ** Will you do
something ?"—antd—* What will you do ?” ¢« Why
do you dislike what we propose?” The only
answer to these questions was—* We won't do
what you prefiose.” The other questions were
left unanswered ; and from 1813 to he present
time, 1 have not been able to learn what dangers
were apprchended.

[ rcmember once to have heard, that great
danger was supposed to arise from the admission
of what was described as a large and untold pro-
portion of a disaftected population, into the mili-
tary force of the kingdom. But, somehow or
other, in the year 1818 an Act was passed, by
which cvery Roman-Catholic m the army became
_,capable of filling the highest station in the mili-
tary scrvice of this country. [Some honourable
membcr observed, that a Catholic could not risc
te, the rank of comnnnder-m-clue.f ] The honour-
able gentleman shys, that'a Catholic could not
risc to the rank of commander-in-chief. By law
he might. And what is whimsical enough is, that
at the moment when this great change was effected
* —when our fleets and ermicé ‘were opened to the
Catholics—when the truncheon of command at
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sca and in the field wa~ entrusted to their con-
troul---no sccuritics weic provided, or sought to
be provided, against the dangers to be appre-
hended from the exercise of such a command ;
no member of this House was then arraigned and
stigmatized for abandoning them, whilst the most
operose precautions were adopted for opening a
letter, the object of which was to cnable a man
to cat meat on a fast day. Neo letters, according
to their system, granting permigsion to abstain
from fish gan he perused, without first .mecting
the watchful eye of the right honourable scerctary
(Mr. Peel) neargue.  But the armies may be led
to victory, and the ficets may be stecred to dis-
tant countrics, without a single sccurity being
asked or expected. Whenee, then, all of a sudden,
has this necessity sprung up?  Again, in the year
1793, when the electiye franchise was granted to
the Roman Catholics, and granted too when the
Giovernment had ¢he entire option to impose what
conditions it thought proper, all the security that
it required was an vath.  Well, then, by the A
of 1793, the Roman (' atholic was admiitted t¥ the
bar, and no. distinetion was made between him
and his Protestant breihren. , The Roman Cutho-
lics availed themselves.of this permission, still
* they could not have a silk gown without the
required security; so the moment that a man
acquircd the firsi business at the bar, he must
obtain that sccurity, and then all the secrcts of
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his private life must bc"openod and exhibited.
In the year 1818 an ofiicer might rise to the
highest situation upon the staff, and in the end
become commander-in-chief of the forees of the
kingdom, and yet no security be required. Well.
then, if those who voted with me in 1813 think it
now nccessary to charge me with having aban-
doned the securities, 1 retort the charge upon
them, for having given those important offices and
those powerful gdvantages, without asking for the
slightess security from those who reccived them.
But all know, and those who adopt this course of
argument well know, that those securities are not
necessary : and the old story of sccurities has
been now trumped up to cast an odium on those
who must have been expected to take a part in
this dehate—-to raise the ery of the country against
them--to weaken their influence, and injure their
reputation.*

o ' ]
t

o * Mr. Burke, in one of his letters to his son in 1793, on Roman

=twtholic affairs, prescribes the limit of.the sccuritics which it is
reagoiable for- Roman Catholies {o give, and for Protestants to

require :— .

“hy should thcy (the Roman Catholics) . fix barrigrs and
securities to.it 2 Let them leave thiseto their adversaries. They
have nothing to d6 but to drcliure, Jirmly and simply, that they have
no designs Whatsoerer to alter the ccclesiastical, civil, or political
cstablisl’ment ; but for them to state: what degrees of exclusion of
themselves from the benefit of the constitution, is uecessary to the
Security of this establishment, or that any-exclusion at all is neces-

sary, is really not quite so well cousidered. | certainly. if I had
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I have now to refer to a topic which has been
already adverted to by nlore than one honourable
member, and if 1 touch on it at all, [ will at least
do so briefly. 1 pérfectly concur in the opinion
advanced by some honourable gentlemen, that
nothing was, at any time, said or done by Mr.
Pitt tantamount to a positive pledge that, when
the Union of lreland and England was effected,
the coneessions to the Catholies would be yiclded.
But 1 am also ready to admit, tlvat there were
“some giasi spromiscs, or conditional intinfations,
mixed up with the transactions of that period,
aleulated to excite in the Roman Catholie people
a nope, which has unfortunately hitherto proved
to he ¢ the hope deferred that maketh the heart
sick.” T am aware, that at the time of the Union
Mr. Pitt was careful to make no promises that
could he confounded with positive engagements ;
but to this fact | cannot shut my ecyes, that,
dircetly or indiregtty, thé Roman Catholics were

e
all in my power, would gives and far more than now they ask, bul
leisurely, by degrees, and porlwu hy portion; and \his my ‘ova
settled plan of policy 1 inculcate as much as 1 can to others.’

To require apy seturity that duo: not eome within the scope vof
the rule prbscribed hege, is ohly to oppole a \exauous‘ barrier to
- the consummation of this,greag measure of Jusu( c. If an aban-
donment of any religious opinivn or principje, that constltutes a
purt of a man’s conscientious belief,be required—it is a surrender
that is uscless, because it, must be insincere ; besides, dt is a sur-
render that “ not enricheth’ him whio receives,’® and *¢ that mnakes
him whe gives poor indecd.”
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made to believe—and that belief was a powerful
induccment with them to lend their aid towards
the accomplishment of the measure—that in the
Imperial Parliament the question, which so ncarly
concerned them, would be more favourably enter-
tained. Some persons professed to doubt whether
Mxr. Pitt was warm and sincere on the subject of
cmancipation. I well remember, as well as if it
happencd only yesterday, Mr. Pitt’s showing mc
a letter from. Lord Cornwallis, stating that he
thought he might carry the Union, but not Catho-
lic cmancipation ; in the presumption of youth I
exclaimed, < Then abandun the Union!” Mr.
Pitt rebuked me as 1 deserved to be rebuked.
e carricd the Union; but although he failed in
carrying the question of Catholic emancipation,
there is no tribunal, however solemn, before which
I am not quite ,preparced to depose to my firm
belief in the sincerity of Mr. Pitt’s wishes and
intentious to carry it. I will lurther say, that [
have myself no knowledge, nor do I believe that
any other person had any knowledge of any
éhange in Mr. Pitt’s opinion on the subject, with
.the exception of his detcrmination not ty stir it
du'ring the life of the late King. _¢To this extent
—no fqrthér,” was Mr. Pitt’s mind altered; and
Iam confirmed in that opinion by the declara-
tion of a person who Knew Mr. Pitt well, the late
Marquis of Londonderry, and who, in his place in
the Housec of Commons, voluntarily contradicted
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Mr. Rose on the subjeet, and added to the tes-
timony the fact, “That'Mr. Pitt had maintained
his opinions respecting the Catholic Question to
his dying day.” 1In truth, those who studied the
life of Mr. P’itt, and espccially all who heard or
who read the speech which he made on the
Catholic Question in 1805, and who recollected
that ouly five months elapsed bhefore the close of
his valuable life, can scarcely believe that a change
so rapid had taken place in his -sentiments. I,
thercf@re, *protest against the truth of the asser-
tion that Mr. Pitt had changed his opinion—an
assertion so deregatory to the cause, the advocacy
of which T profess, and am proud to inherit from
him.

But'I have been drawn aside by the name of
Mr. Pitt from the main object of my argument;
bricfly, then, my impression is, that no promise
was cver given by that illustrious individual, but
that strong intiphtions’ waore thrown out, which
.were operative in crcatmg in the breasts of the
Catholics a well founded hope that Cathohc
emancipation would be granted, if " the Unton -
were,agreed .to; and I do firmly believe, that
many ‘of the Bomare Catholics of Irchnd pledged
themselves to proeuro that Union, in the c anticipa-
tion that that mcasure woulds he favourable to
their just claims—the concession of which was
the great object for which they naturally were, @t
that time, most decply and anxiously interested.
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Now, tnen, that two-thirds of the representatives
of Treland are advocates for this measure, what is
the result of the Union? What! but that this
very Union is the great bar to its attainment.
No man can doubt that if Treland had continued a
separate kingdom, instead of Catholic emancipa-
tion being discussed for the twentieth time in this
louse, it would have been many years ago com-
pletely settled.

And now, Sir, as to another branch—and that
the most important one of this great and diversi-
fied subject. The pictures which have beendrawn
of the state of Treland by gentlemen espousing
different sides of the question, are of a nature so
appalling, that I think it becomes the duty of the
English part of' the Tlouse of Commons, judging
from the statements that have been made by the
members of the sister country, to give them the
most scrious consideration. I trust they will
evince a disposition nqt té throw away a chance
of improving the state of that enhappy country.
Some words which have falleii from my honour-
abke friend near me (Mr. Dawson), with respect
to the course that it would be expedient to pursue
in Ifeland, werc rather of an alarmmrr nature.
My honourable friend recommended ¢ firmness
and decision.” Eirmness and decision, Sir, are
often good things ; but they become cither virtues
or vices,” according to the usés in which they
arc ciployed, and the purposes to which they
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are dirccted. I should deeply regret to take
them in the unfavourablé sense, conveyed in the
tone and manncr in which the expression reached
my cars. [ hope*l have misinterpreted them;
but if T have not, 1 own 1 do not envy the
hands to which may devolve the task of carrying
into effect a system, of whick such language,
in its unfavourable interpretation, would intimate
an approval and a sanction. But, Nir, I hope
better things. [ hope that the opposition to the
honoursblesharonet’s motion is oppositiore rather
than substitution; and that what is intended to
b¢ suggested as advisable, is something to tran-
quillize the feelings of the Irish nation, rather
than any thing that might assume a more unseemly
characttr. God grant that it may be so! God
grant that the time may arrive, when perfeet con-
ciliation may bhe accomplished., Although [ am
of opinion, an opinion which [ freely avow, that
the distaste of theecountr'y fpwards the *Catholic
causc is stronger shan it has been, yet | am as
convinced as 1 can *be,, with rcfucncc to any
cvent in the womb of futurity, that—to the a argu-
ments urged in this House—to ther repeated dis-
cussionsof the subjeot, the opposltmn to it will
at length yield ; and that the adoptmn of aright,
‘equitable, and humanc policy towards the Catho-
lics of Ircland, will eventually find an echo in the
busom of every Eifglishman.

From the spceches which have been addressed
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to the House by honourable members from
Ireland, 1 cannot concei¥e the possibility of that
country going on in the way in which it lately has
done. Ireland has been sunk to the lowest misery,
from the severity of the code that you have given
her. Arc you prepared to perpetuate that code,
which you have already partially relaxed, and for
a further relaxation of which she prays? 1t was
a code that kept down the spirit and encrgy of her
people, and dromed them to a degradation for
which I know no parallel in history, cxeept in
the bondage of the Children of Isracl, under the
domination of Pharaoh. ¢ Ecce populus filiorum
Isracl multus,” ct fortior nubis est.

Venite, sapicnter opprimamus cum, ne forte multi-
Plicetur, et si ingruerit contra nos bellum, “addatur
inimicis expugnatisque, nobis ¢grediatur de terra.

Praposuit itaque cis magistros operuomn ut affligeret
eos oncribus, «dificaveruntque urhes tabernaculorem,
Pharaoni Phithon ct Ramescs. <

Quantoque opprimebant eos, tento magis ¢l cres-

"'cebat odcratque filios Israel diyptii.

"Aﬂ/szobant illudentes cis, atque ad amaritudinem
perducebant vicam corum operibus luti et lateris,
omnique .famuluti, -que i terra operibus,* preme-
bantur* .

. .
* And he (Pharaol'x) said upto his people, Behold the people
of the children of Israel are more, and mightier than we:
Come on, let us deal wisely with them : lest they multiply, and
it come to pass that when there fallcth out any war, they join also
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Iere is an avowal of the penal code; frdm the
oppressive trcatment of the Children of Israel by
the Egyptians, has it heen copied with the strictest
fidelity. Of us, as of the Egyptians, may it be
said that we have adopted * opprimamus,” as a
maxim towards the pople of Ireland : although I
uwn I cannot (ualify with the epithet, ¢ supicnter,”
the manner in which we have pursued, and the
perseverance with which we have continued it.

As to the affidavits which have been read by
the horourable membher for Derry (Mr. Dawson),
I proless neither to believe nor to disbelicve
tifem ; but as nwny affidavits, and documents of
every description, have been read to support
various opinions, I beg leave to detain the House
by reading one, as a specimen of the absurdities
that sometimes find their way into these affida-
vits.— And this deponent sajth, that he (the
said A. B.) swore, that he would kick the d——d
soul of the said deponent, so that it should fly

unto our cnemics, and ﬁ-rht’acrainst us, and so get them out of the
land. ¢ ™~

Therefore they did set over them task-masters to affligt them
with their burdens: And they built for Phanoh, treasurc cit.es,
Pithon anl Raamses.. -

But the more they afilicted them,* the more thcy multxphed and
grew.  And they were grieved because of thg children of Israel.

And they made their lives bitter with hard bondage, in ‘mortar
and in brick, and in all panner of service in the field wherein they
made them serve, was with'rigour.t—Ezod. chap. i.v. 9, 10,11, 12,
and 14.
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round h—1 like a bluc-hottle fly round a treacle
barrel :—and which the' said deponent verily
believes the said A. B. would have done, had
he not been prevented.” i

A charge has heen preferred against the Roman
Catholic priesthoud, by my right honourable
friend (Mr. Peel) of which, if T thought them
auilty, T know no language sufficiently strong to
describe the baseness of their conducet; but [
have learnt, f*om the debates upon this subject
in this Tlouse, and even on this verymiglt,—not
to trust to extravagant accusations. The priests
have becn accused of garbling the catechism of
the Church of England, on a point (the Second
Commandment) which went to convict them of
idolatry : but I hold in my hand a work of great
circulation in the Catholic schools of Ircland,
where the Sccond Commandment is fully set

forth.*

*. * - o ¥
% Two points of Mr. Cannieg’s speech, which occurred here,
- were indistinctly audible in the gallery. *The first related to the
chargg,of idolatry preferred agairst the Roman Catholic clergy, by
the omission of the Sccond Commandment in the Ruman Catholic
catgchism; from which charge Mr. (.‘.mum'r wis undurstood 1o
vm(ﬁ.cate them, by refirence to catechisms and other, books of
relizious instruct'on, in general circulution among the Roman
Catholics of Ireland. The second wint related to the following
passage in the speech of the Attorney-Ciencral for Ireland :
« But let the people of England consider what it is the people
- of Ireland demand ?  They claim no fayeiful or supposed rights—
they claim their just share in the British Constitution ; they demand
what for 700 years has been in vain demanded—that.the Jrish
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Sir, T have now donc my duty to this question.
—The present system against the Catholics may
bc sustained a iittle longer, and a little longer-
from year to year; but speaking of the age of a
country, the time of its duration must be short
indecd. The motion of the honourable baronet
does not, however, call upon these who may still
be attached to that system to abandon it,—it is
merely a declaration on the part of the House
that the state of Ircland, and of the Roman
Catholiq pegple, require some consideratian from
the Legislature. To this proposition it is intended
tovppose a direct negative, importing that Par-

shall be sharers in the advantages of English law. Lot me ask of
the Protestwt freemen of England—whom T respeet as much as
any man in this House, and to whose wond sense Taddress myself—
if they were deprived of their undvulied privileses, what would
be their feelings, and how vehement e wild, be their reclanations ?
Is there a man who hears me who would not frecly lay down his
life in such a cause?  I'kaow he woulkl scorn to prove himself so
base a reercant from the spirit of Lis forcfuthers.  Wonld he ot
jom with all his fellow-suffgrers in demanding the restoration of |
his privileges, and his right 1o shaie in making and dispensins the
laws of the Jand 2 If wy attempt were here made to deprive him
of his birth-right, if is nutidle to say that he and the coimtless
numbers who folt with him, would indved display the € ira lonum
Jvinele recusantum,’ »

« Mr. Canning defended  this’ passage from the unfavourable
interpretation assigned to it by Mr. Peel, wlib animadverted-upon

it, as language unfit to be addressed to Englishmen, many of whom
(the Dissenters) laboured” vnder greater civil disabilities than the »
Roman Catholics.

VOL. V1. N
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liament does not think the state of Ireland, or
the laws affecting the Roman Catholics, deserve
consideration. It is upon this vote that the
House is about to divide. This resolution goes
no farther than to state that the House adopts
the opinion of its predecessors, as to the propriety
of considering «the question—of those prede-
cessors, who sent up to the House of Lords,
three hills of relicf to the Roman Catholics.
By voting with the honourable baronet, I do no
more than sanction this proposition; eserving
to mysclf the power of acting or not acting upon
it as hercafter I may think proper. On the othet
hand, if this Resolution be negatived ;—if the
House of Commons shall decide that the con-
sideration of the state of Ircland is not worthy to
be entercd upon, then is the Tousc of Commons
changed indeed ; and T shudder to contemplate
the consequcnces which from such a change
may ensue ! . .

[The Right Honourable Gentleman sat down amid loud
and gencral cheering from buth sides of the House.]

The Iouse tl'mn divided—

_ For the Motion ... q........ ‘e1a
Agginstit ... .. ... .. xr Je.. 276
- Majority againstit .. ... . |

The House adjourned at five o'¢lock in the morning.
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SPEECIHI ON,THE PREMIERSHIP.

MAY 1st, 1827,

Ow the motion that a new writ be orderggd for a member
to serve in the present Parliament, for the borough of Ash-
- burton, in the room of the Right Tlonourable W. 8. Bourne,
whq had accepted the office of His Majesty’s Principal Se-
cretary of State for the Home Department,

Mz, PrEL rose and said—

Sir——As the motion that has just been made is mast im-
mediately ‘connected with the accession of a right honour-
able gentleman to an office which T recently held, T trust”
the House will not think I gm prcfxrrmg an unreasonable
request if T intreat them to allow me to  offer some explana-
tion as to the grounds on, which T thought myself eqmpelled
to retire from the sr.r\uc of 1fis M.qesty I know very
well how much of personal matter must necessarily be mixed .
up with an explanation of thiskind; but as I haxe sgfre-
quently, under other cjreumstances, experienced the kind *
consideration and jndulgence of the House, I should e
much dlsappmnted if I should be decoived in the expecta-
tion that they will continge that indulgence, ahd will allow
me to take this opportunity of fully explaining the Feasons
of my conduct. In that expectatipn [ hm ¢ abstained from
resorting to any other mpde of making public the motives
which have influcnced me fn the tourse I have adopted.

N 2
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Under the delay which has taken place,* 1 have been
supported by the hope, too, that 1 should be able to vindi-
cate myself from the unfavourable constructions that might
liave been put upon my eonduct in consequence of my
silence, and to show that the course which I had pursued

ras that which the necessity of my situation absolutely
required. | say, Sir, vindicate the course [ have pursued 5
because 1 do avowethat | think public men, who are em-
barked in the publie serviee, have no right, upon light and
insuflicient grounds, to sever their conneetion with the State,
and to disembark from that service into which they have
entered. "

If, Sir, 1 had acted in consequence of Tevity, of disap-
pointed ambition, of personal pigue, or opposition towards
a rival, I should feel that I was, though not constitutionally,
vet morally responsible 5 and that 1 should have shown by
such conduct, 1 was unworthy of the confidence with which
my Sovercign had honoured me. But, Sir, Lacted from
none of those motives: they did not form the grounds on
which I retired from the public service. 1 acted solely
upon principles which § had frequemtly  professed, and
which 1 consuh-l wd to form part of my public character.

. For a space of cighteen years 1 have pursued one unde-
n.ltmg course of conduet, olh.rmg, Giuring the whole of that
ume an unu)mpromlsm , bt a I.cmpcratc, a fair, and, as 1

=belit¥e, ‘@ constitutional resistance to the making of any
further concessions to the Roman Catholics.  During
fRirteen out of those eighteen years, Lhave licld office; and
during elevensof those yegrs 1 have been closely connected

* The Easter rectss intervened between the appointment of Mr.
Canning to the office of Pritue Minister, and the opportunity of

offering fhis explanation to Parliament of the grounds of Mr. Pecl's
retirement,—EDITOR.
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in office with that country most interested in the decision of
those claims.  The opinions which | held during that time
1 still retain; and g thought, from having always avowed
those opinions, but, above all, from having, while in office,
taken an active, and [ may, perhaps, say, important part
against the claims of the Catholies, that 1 could not remain
in office after cvents had rendered it probable that 1 should
be the single Minister of the Crown who was likely to con-
tinue opposed to them.

1 say, Sir, under these circumstances I did not feel that
it would be conzistent with the carcer I had hitherto pur-
sued, andewiths the maintenanee of my own characwer as a
public man, to acquicsce in arrangements which would
betefit myself by enabling e to retain offiee, which, how-
ever, 1 could not do without acting in a manner caleulated
materially to promote the suceessful termination of a ques-
tion, to which, under other cireumstances, and in other
aspeets of political affairs, 1 had offered the most (lccidocl
resistance.  Under these cireumstances, and with respect to
the nature of the opposition swhich 1 had always offered o0
the proposed concessions to the Roman Catholies, 1 fele
myself bound to act as 1 have dong. N

Sir, the nature of that opposition was such as to allow of
no' middle course; it was founded upon the belief which I
have always sincerely entertainéd, that the removdwofthose
barriers, which the law opposed to the attainment of political
power by the, Roman Catholics, was inconsistent with ghe
maintenante of the,Constitution, and*with the welfare and
safety of the Church. )

The circumstances to which 1 +have referred I considered
scriously ; and having done so, 1 made up my mincto retire
from office, if my right Nonourable friend, (Mr. Canning),
whose opinions on this subject were so decidedly opposed to
my own, should be placed at the head of the Administration,
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where‘he could with more effect than ever support these
opinions. If my own had heen doubtful, my duty might
not have required my resignation; but'they were not, and
my rigid sensc of public duty has Jetermined my course.

If even the Administration could have remained in the
same state as before—if it could bave continued exactly
neutral upon this question, 1 might have continued in
office; but when [*saw that exact neutrality could not be
expected—when I found that the Duke of York was no
morce, and that the voice of the Earl of Liverpool had be-
come silent, I}Jmught 1 had a right to act, and, indeed,
that I gught to act upon the conviction of my ¢wn mind,
and not subject myself to suspicions, by seeming to have
been converted to opposite opinions, especially when . the
period of that apparent conversion would have concurred
precisely with that of the change of Administration. 1
therefore determined to sacritice office, rather than abandon
that course which | had previously pursued for so long a
time, and which 1 had continued while in possession of the
office which I lately held.

The next quesliuﬁ upon which 1 wish to say a fow words
is, whether the appointment of my right honourable friend
16 be at the head of the Administration, and to oceupy that
.place which was recently filled by the Earl of Liverpool,
would nnt almost necessartly bring along with it the final

“success of the Catholic Question.
«.Jt 18 due to my right honourable friend to say—and I give
him full, credit for it-—that I befieve him to be attuated by
the utmost hofiesty, sincerity, and zcal, in his efforts for the-
promotibn of the success of that question. 1 judge him in
the same manner as I wish to be judged mysclf—by the
uniform.course he has pursucd, by the public declarations:
he has so frequently made, and by the carnestness he has
always manifested on this subject. 1 am perfectly satisfied,
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I say, with his honesty, sincerity, and zeal ; and I declare
that it will be as much his duty, as I believe it always was
his intention, if he should be placed at the head of the
Administration, to promotc, by every fair means, if not the
immediate, at least the ultimate success of the Catholic
Question.

Fecling so, I thought it was my duty to retire; I thought
so not merely because my right honourable friend differed
from myself in opinion upon the merits of the Catholic
Question, but because the change consequent upon his
appuintment was such, that there could nog be any thing
less than @ complete transfer of all the influence and power
which belong (and I think properly belong) to the office of
Prhne Minister, from the opponcnts to the advocates of con-
cessions to the Catholics. That transfer, Sir, was not a
transfer of influence and power from one ordinary man to
another ordinary man, but from the most powerful opponent
of the Catholic claims to their most powerful advocate.
Under these circumstances, and with reference to that
Question, T thought it would be impogsible to conduct the
Governmnent upon those principles on which it had been
carried on under the Earl of.Liverpool; and the conse-
ucnce was, that 1 prepared to act upon that resolutioh,
which, from the dclay that has taken place upon Lord.
Liverpool's illness, 1 had had a®full opportunity of.cqpsider-
ing, and which I had maturcly deliberated. 1 had marked™
throughout, the splendid carecr which my fight honouruble
friend had pursued, with %egard to the Catholic Question,
and each hour of my deliberation confirmed” the opmmn 1
had formed, that he would employ the influence of Jns new
office to promote the success of shat Question which he had
always so warmly advoeated. I found that from the very
first period when the redrictions imposed by the Regency
Bill upon his present Majesty terminated, up {o the menth
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of March Jast, when the honourable baronet, the member
for Westminster (Sir I. Bardett) brought forward his
motion regarding the Catholics, he had® pursued the same
active and undeviating course in- promotion of the Catholic
Question, which I (though not with the same ability and
power) pursued in opposition to it. In the year 1812,
after Mr. Grattan had introduced his motion for the imme-
diate consideration of the Roman Catholic cluims, which
motion was negatived, my right honourable friend was not
satisficd with that negative, but brought forward another
motion to the same cffect as Mr. Grattan’s, alleging, as his
reason for doing so, that circumstances had heen vhanged,
as the restrictions on the Regency had then expired. That
motion went to pledge the Tlouse to take the state of the
Catholics into immediate consideration on the commence-
ment of the next session, and it was adopted by the
Housc.

Now, S8ir, I ask, what is there to prevent my right
honourable friend, if he thought the course he then pur-
sued was prudent and reasonable, and would be so at this
moment, I say what is to prevent him from pursuing the
same coursc in 1827, which de adopted in 18127  In that
ydar Mr. Grattan’s motion was negatived by a majority of
40, but my right honourable friend, not at all dispirited by
tlmt defgz*, introduced a motion to the same effect, but in
“a dlﬁ'crent shape, pledging the House to a consideration of
tk_,qucstlon in the followmg session.  Oue discussion has
already taken place this session tpon this questioh, on the
motion of the honourable member for Westminster ; that
motion Bas been pegatived, but the circumstances being
pn.tty nearly the sane, I soe no ground on which my right
honourable friend should feel himscdf debarred from now
pursuing the same course which heiadopted on the rejection
of Mr. Grattan's motion. If I had continued in office, I
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could never have thought of proposing to my right honour-
able friend that he should pletige himself not to adopt that
course, though even if T had been by any chance induced
to do so, I am sure, fren the course he has always pursueds
and from my conviction of the honesty and integrity of his
conduct upon this question, he would at once have refused
to give any such pledge. 1 say, therefore, that 1 was jus-
tified in accounting it at least possible, 1f not probable, that
in this very session a motion might be introduced by my
right honourable friend upon the subject of the Catholic
claims, and that [ might, in this sexsionegr the next, he
called o, as 3 member of the Government, to acquicsee in
a measure introduced by my right horonrable friend, which,
when it was introduced by the honourable member for
Westminster, 1 had positively rejected. During the whole
period from the year 1812 to the year 1827, my right honour-
able friend has, on every oceasion, preserved his consistency
upon this point, and in the declaration of his opinions,
in his professions, and in his acts, has uniformly given to the
claims of the Catholies his mogst degided, powerful, and
cffectual support.  Not only has he supported them when
the question has been broughs tnrw.trd by othess, but he
has himsclf originated motions  for conceding at least a
portion of the claims demanded by the Roman (atholiess
motions, however, that, thodgh limited in th--zmtent of
their immediate operation, yet involved principles which, it
he thought good dor a part, he must, by’ necessary conse-=
quence, Bave consiglered good for the whole. .

The right honourable genfleman next’ adverted to a
‘motion introduced in 1822 by Mr. Uunping, for the adinis-
sion of the Roman Catholic prers to seats in P u-hament
On that occasion his right honourable friend®said, « I
solemnly declare to the House that 1 would not have
brought this question forward, had I not felt assured that
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the re;;aralion which I ask on behalf of the Catholic peers
is in the name of policy as txpedient as in the name of
humanity it is charitable, and in the name of God just.”
Now, I say, Sir, (continued Mr. Peel), if that be a true
description of my right honourable friend’s opinion—if he
now believes, as he then stated, that the claims of the
Catholics are in policy cxpedient, in humanity charitable,
and, above all, in the name of God, just—with my confi-
dence in his sincerity, how could I doubt, that placed in
the situation which he now fills, had I remained in office,
I should have bwen called on, and that very shortly, to
adopt the alternative of cither acquiescing ina motion not
now for the first time brought forward, or of opposing
mysclf to the strength of the Government? and thut
acquiescence could not have been yiclded by me without
involving the whole of those principles which [ have
hitherto endeavoured to maintuin.  Sir, that such a motion
as that which 1 have suppozed, would involve the whole
principle of the Catholic Question, I may assert upon the
authority of my right hongurable fricnd himself, who said
that he could not conclude his speech on that motion, with-
out admitsing that the p.nrtml succeys which he was then
attémpting to obtain for the Catholics, would, he hoped,
ultimately lead to the attainment of the great object they
had theniw.view.  Now, Sir,’ it would not be iy part to
'acquu.sco in the attainment of such .an object; and if [
‘md.re.mamcd in dffice, it would not have been in my power
to prevent any, even fpartial congcssions, which tight be
introduced into’ Parliament by, the. first Minister of the
Crown—f;y that ingividial who is honoured with the chief”
conhdence of his Sovercign,swho is mainly responsible for
the acts of the Administration, and who is first in influence
and authority in the Cabinet. I kould not say, I have
acquiesced in granting to the Catholics the whole of what
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they claim, nor in any partial concession of the fiature to
which 1 have alluded, attended, as it must have been, with
such consequence# as my right honourable friend himself at
that time predicted. | I should therefore have held office
only on sufferance, liable to be called on at the notice of a
week to retire from the public service, and that, too, per-
haps at a time infinitely more inconvenient for the public
than that at which I actually did rdign the department
that had been intrusted to me.
» » » *

On the occasion of Mr. Stuart Wortley'’s motion, on the
st of May, 1812, for the formation of a new and cffi-
cient Administration, my right honourable friend assumed
grounds for declining to form part of the Administration,
which 1 consider so'nearly similar to those on which I have
now rotired from the public service, that [ think 1 cannot
do better than state them ; and | beg therefore to make
use of tliem, not only as applying particularly to my own
situation, but as conveying, in better language than my
own, the description of the grounds on which—1 have
thought myself called upon to secede’: —

¢ | have been asked whether, supposing L had accepted
the offer that was mmde to me, 1 fnould not have felt myvelf
at perfect liberty to‘act as my own opinions should dictate,
upon the great question ‘whick constitutes the wain bar of
separation. T reply, that as a Minister, I know 1 shbula
have been at liberty. | do not mean te assert, titat if L
had join'ed the présent Aglministratiqn to fight a.lgninsi‘ my
own principles, ul.uler. the banpers of the moble lord (Lord

 Liverpool), 1 should mot still have had the spower of
making my solitary specch, and of giving my solitafy vote
in support of opiniong L had previously maintaingd—I will
not even say that therq may not be honourable minds who ®
would be satisfied with such a distinction, and it may be
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my misfortunc or my fault that mine is not a mind of that
construction.  If, when out of office, 1 have lent to any
=muse that 1 deemed just, my influence and my authority,
I never can consent to aceept offico, under the condition
that 1 shall instantly divest myself of that influence and
authority, which ought still to he my companions, and to
leave them on one great and vital question in open and
wilful abeyance.™

The justice of these sentiments no man can deny, and
all must admire ; and I believe my right honourable friends,
like myself, were fully satisfied of their sineerity.  He will
now use, and no man can reasonably blame hjm foy using,
the influence and authority of the station he now ills,
for the purpose of carrving that cause he has s long
advocated in vain, and which out of oftice he declared
to be just.

Almost every word then uttered by my right honourable
friend upon this point applies exactly to my case; and a
little further on he observes, *¢ Personal objections to the
noble Tord 1 declare 1 have ngne.”  So 1, in my turn,
assert, from the bottom of my heart, that I have no per-
sonal ohjegtions to my right honourable friend. I on this
oceasion, like him on that, ¢ am actuaed by no feeling of
rivalry,” and willingly acquieseed in the retention of his
services, ghen he was about to sail for India.

— In attending Ilis Muajesty to Scotland, 1 closed my lips
~07% the ‘subject ; and on the first day after my return to
London, I, waited on my noble friend at the head of the
Government, ard said, that if Ilis Majesty, or my col-
leagrues, deemed it of importance that my right henourable *
friend ‘should hold the situations he has since filled, diffi-
culties I would make nonc. That question, therefore, 1
" decided four years ago, and 'l repest, in his words, that [
have been ¢ actuated by no feeling of rivalry ;* and with
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this particular question excepted, I could have no carthly
hesitation either in acting with or under him.” I too
camnot allow ¢ the predominance of his opinion to stifle
mine;” and on entering the Cabinct under such circum-
stances, I cannot prct«.-nd not to know that his ¢ influence
and authority™ will be such as to paralyse all my feeble
cfforts in opposition to the ohject of his wishes. If I
aceepted office under him, let it be reisembered that 1 must
accept it with full notice of what were his views of the
dutics of a Prime Minister, invested with the influence and
authority he will enjoy. In the course I have pursued,
then, I have only acted in accordance witli his c\mnple——-
an cumplc I honour, and an example that ought to be set
or followed by every public man.
. . . . .

But, Sir, the peculiarity of my situation depends not
merely upon the opinions I have avowed, not merely on the
nature of the resistanee I have offered to the Catholic
claims, not merely on the prominence of the part T have
tuken on that question, but on the faet, that for-the last
ceven or twelve years I' have held two situations inter-
mixing me with the administration of every Irish guestion,
On me has devolved®the wholee responsibility, whethes as
Chicf Seerctary for* Ircland, or as Scerctary of State for
the ITome Department.® The relation in which I stood to
the Prime Minister, from the nature of the offict” [ lateiy
held, 1 knew pruwmcd what | may venture to term an
insuperdDle difficulty.  Being now in the ranks of pmute
life, and under no’ restrafnt of oﬂlcml rescave, | must fairly

. state that, for a long period, L only have been sonsidered
responsible for the affairs of Ireland. [ was tht only
Minister of the Crown in this Ilouse who took the view I
entertained of the Catholic Question ; and 1 have been thus
placed in 2 situation, ubt only of difliculty and cmbarrass-
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ment, bt in a situation in which, let me say, no Minister
ought to be placed.

In the begiuning of the year 1822 (u dfstinction certainly
unsought and unsolicited on my part), I was appointed
Secretary of State for the Home Department, with full
notice, 1 admit, of the difficulties | might thereafter have
to combat. If [ retained office, it was not from personal
motives, or from any desire of the distinction conferred ;
and, in 1825, after 1 had heen left in minoritics on three
different questions immediately connected with Ireland—
the Catholic Question, the Elective Franchise, and the Pay-
ment of the Catholic Clergy (which 1 thought something
very like the cstablishment of the Roman Catholic religion
in lreland)—1 waited on my noble friend, then at the head
of the Government. 1 told him that; personally, it was
painful for me to disconnect mysclf from those whom 1
estecemed and respected ; but that, having been left in a
minority in that branch of the Legislature of which I was
a member, 1 anxiously desired to be relicved from my situa-
tion. "The reply of my noble friend was, that my retire-
ment would determing his own, and I finally consented
to remain in officc; my noble friend declaring that he
decmed it of the highest importance that the Sceretary of
State for the Ilome Department should possess opinions ag
much as possible in accordance with those of the Prime
+wfinister. He represented to me the difficulty he should
expeneﬂee in filling up the situation, and, in short, that my

reun.'ment must determine his own. 1 was thus induced
to waive my wish for retirergent, ‘}nd to consent to remain
until a new Parliament had pronounced an opinion upon
the gréat question Which intcrests and agitates Ireland.
When lgst I addressed the House on that subject, on the
“Resolution of the right honourable baronet (Sir Francis
Burdett), I expected to have been ‘again in a minority ;
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and had that expectation becn realized I should thén have
withdrawn from the scrvice of His Majesty. Although I
prefer no complaint, for I have always been treated with
the most perfect good faith, yet it was no envinble situa-
tion at any time to be the single Minister in this Flouse,
responsible for the administration of the affairs of Ireland
—opposed by all my colleagues, and daily secing those very
colleagues, the members of the Goverament, actively con-
certing measures with my political opponents. They were
at perfeet liberty to do so ; for it was understood that every
wan might exert himself, cither in opposltmn to, or in
promotlon of, the Roman Catholic claims. I make no
complaint ; I'prefer no charge on this account ; 1 on]y state
the fact as the reason which made my situation c\ctremcly
unbnrraﬁ.smg Thessupport and assistance | reccived from
my noble friend, Lord Liverpool, certainly rendered my
difficulties less 3 but ify in the place of him, with whom 1
cordially concurred—with whom 1 entered into publie life
—-and between whom and myself there never was a shadotw
of difference of opinion upon any subject : if I says in his
place, 1 should find my right hondurable friend, with
whom I had the misfortune at all times to differ upon that
paramount uestion, ,it'is ubvious that it was impossible for
nie to retain the parteular situation [held, that of Scere,
tary for the Home Department, connected as it was with
the oflicc of Prime Minister. Is there an honourable gen-
tleman who hears me, who does not feel that if it were im-_
possible for me to retain that situation, it was as 1mpossible
for me to be guilty*of the'paltrx subterfugewof removing to
another. I am perfectly satisfied al] will be convinced that
L took the only course remaining to me;* and that aftér the
niisfortune which befel my noble friend, Lord Liverpool,
1 had no alternative bat to retire.
The relation betweert the offices of Secretary for the
e Department and Prime Minister, is more intimate
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than is perhaps gencrally supposed. Not only do all Irish
affairs pass through the hands of the Home Seeretary, but
his conncetion with the Prime Minister is this—the Prime
Minister has the disposal of all the patronage of Govern-
ment, while the ITome Scerctary is the Minister who is
legally and constitutionally responsible.  Fvery place of
preferment in the church, every political office, is disposed
of by the Prime Minister; but the signature of the Sceretary
of State for the Home Department is indispensable to every
instrument.  Such being the fact, it becomes a matter of
great ill‘l])ﬂl‘h"lllt‘-l.'”ill what muanner this oflice is filled. Ile
who is charged with the domestic government of  this
country, ought not to be an individual matenally differing
in opinion from the head of the Administration.  1f this
accordance do not exist, the Home Seerctary can only
retire, or come into painful collision with his coadjutor on
individual appointments—a condition most sincerely to be
deprecated-- leaving him no alternative, but to withdraw
from oflice upon some single, isolated point, the true grounds
of whicin the country at large would never be able to under-
stand and appreciate. It was my duty, therefore, to con-
sider all these points, beforehand 3 and if 1 felt that such
collision would arise, it was my duty o prevent it by re-
grement, without rumning the visk of cmbarrassing the
public seryiee by adherence te oflice. "These are the public
grounds on which---with reference to my poition regarding
Jthe Cdtiwlie Question—with a view to my position as
Scc;'ctary.of State fyr the Tome Department, , charged
with the domestic administrgtion Ot the affuirs of Ireland—
[ thouglt it impossible to retain office under a Prime Minis-.
ter diifering from me in so marked a degree upon a question
of such magnitude. Acting upon these grounds, with
great rcluctance, hut at the same time without a moment’s
hesitation, I signified to His Majesty my determination.
Whether the House deems those grounds sufficient, is a
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matler, give me leave to say, of subordinate cons;(!oralion
to the question wlu ther, having intended to retire, T acted
upon that intention in conformity with publw good  faith,

and with the respect 1 owed 1o the Sovereign who had
honoured me with his confidence. 1 would much rather it
should be thought that 1 acted precipitately, and upon
insuflicient grounds, than that 1 Jad been guilty of
negleet of duty 1o my country, and of want of respeet to
my Sovercign.  The course | pursued was this: | felt my
own situation to he one of difliculty, and 1 wished to in-
fluence the opinion and conduct of no>wan.  "The first
person o whom | communicated my opinion, thas | shoul
not he able to concur in the new arrangenient, was my right
Ipnourable friend, then Secretary for Foreign Aflairs. 1
mentioned my intention to retire, to him. and to no other,
and | knew not the intention of any other man. 1 acted
on the sense of my ownsituation.  "The moment the subject
was mentioned to me, T thought that it did not become me
to act with any rcserve; and having made up my mind,
not to require that my answer should he postponed until
the question had been formally and oflicially put.  This, 1
am sure, my right hogourable fncml will do me she j 'unucv
to admit. "The 20th of March was the first oceasion ‘on
which the subject was introduced, and I then said to m}

right honourable friend, ¢ 1 will tell you, without rescrve,
what are my feclings as to my particular situation: they
dictate tq me retirement from office, if Mis Majesty shpuia®
sclect yor to form gn Adrpinistration.”” ) am sure he will
recollcet that I made this statenfent, "witheut any hro.u.h of
‘that good understanding which has’long, subsisted between
us. That information [ took care to convey to the highest
quarter; for here agam I thought that there shotld be no
reserve. My resolution.was not sudden—T acted upon long
previous conviction. The step [ took' was in no respect

VoI, vI. (] .
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precipitate, and no one ought to have heen taken by surprise
byit. Decorum was due to the painful situation of Lord
Liverpool; and after what delicacy required was at an end,
and the matter was formally discusscé, I took care that ne
doubt should remain as to the line of conduct I intended to
pursue. I felt a sincere desire, 1 admit, to remain connected
with the late Administration: and [ stated, that if any
arrangement could be made, so as to place the Govern-
ment on the same footing as when it was under the guidance
of Lord Liverpool, [ was satisficd with my sitnation, and
wished for no chrnge nor advancement.

o - * » -

The right honourable gentleman procecded to vindieate
his late colleagues, who retired from office with him, from
the charge of concert and cabal.  Ie did not wish his case
to be scparated from theirs,  "Lheir conduet, as well as his
own, procecded from their impressions and views of duty to
the public scrvice; and although their course was acci-
dentally coincident in point of time ; in point of fact, there
was no concert whatsoever amongst them. To one of his
colleagues, he (Mr. Pecl) by command of His Majesty did
communisate the course he felt bound to pursue, but he did
not inquire, or know, what course that colleague intended
to pursue. With the exception of the single communica-

_tion made in the manner in which he had stated, such was
the reserve and delicacy observed by.every member of the

“ute;Government, that he did not believe that any one man
was :u‘qumnted with the course aother meant to n‘dopt

The nght honourable gcntleman then continned® ¢ I
cannot conclude, Sir, a statement of the public grounds
on which T am compclled to retire from office, without ex-
pressing *deep regret at my separaion from many with
whom I have formerly acted with so much cordiality.
That regret is nevertheless mitigated by the reflection, that I
did every thing becoming my character to prevent that sepa-
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ration. Iersonally, too, 1 may lament that I shall not con-
tinue possessed of the opportunities my office afforded of
making those changes, and introducing those improvements,
from the adoption of which only 1 hoped for distinetion and
reward.

“ I cannot but feel concern at my withdrawal from the
service of my Novercign, and that withdrawal is the more
painful from the uniform kindness and gracious consideration
with which Ilis Majesty was graciously pleased to contem-
plate my labours, and my solicitude for the public welfare,

 I'have the satisfaction of reflecting that every institution,
civil and, military, conneeted with my office, during the last
five years, has been subjeeted to close inspection and strict
ruview, and that I have been able to make such temperate
and gradual reforms, as I thought were consistent with
their general and permanent good. T have also the grati-
fication of knowing that every law found in the statute-book
when I cntered office, which imposed any temporary, or
any extraordinary restriction on the liberty of the subject,
has cither been repealed or allowed to expire. T may be a
Tory—I may be illiberal— bul ‘the fact is undeniable, that
when I first entered upon the dulms of the Homg Depart-
ment, there were lawh in existence which imposed upon the
subjects of this realm unysual and extraordinary restrictions.:
the fact is undeniable, that thdse laws have been effaced.

“ Tory as I am, I have the further satisfaction of know-
ing, that there is not a single law connccted with my’ nam:=, .
which hrs not had for its object some mitigation of the
sevefity of the ('riminal Law—some prevention of abuse jn
‘the exercise of it, or some sceurity for its impartial "adminis-
tration. 1 may also recollect .with plcnsurc that during
the severest trials to which the manufacturing intesests have
ever been exposed during the winters of the last two years,
I have preserved internal tranquillity without applying
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to the House for measures of extraordinary severity. T
hope it will not be considered unbecoming it T allude fur-
ther 1o the satisfaction I derive from 1efleeting upon my
exertions in favour of the just prerogative of the Crown.

« Tor all the ancient institutions of my country I have felt
a natural prepossession, and an carnest desire that they
should preserve that vencration which has promoted their
continuance ; but these prepossessions have not prevented me
from inquiring into cases of alleged abuse, and that desire
has urged me in a friendly and temperate spirit, to examine
to what degree un'ruptnm may have intruded.  Where
change and restoration were deemed neeessary, they have
been applied, thus recommending those ancient institutions
to the long-enduring attachment and  veneration of  the
country.

¢ I again thank the JTouse for the opportunity it has
afforded me of giving this explanation, and 1 shall con-
clude by assuring it that the confidence of my Sovercign,
tl. good-will of his people, and the approbation of  Parlia-
ment, Liwve been at onee the muu\ ¢, and the reward of my
exertions.” - :

Mz. Dexcoyse (of York) apprmcd of the conduct of
M-, Peel throughout the jate negociations.,
. Sim Fraxas Berperr said, that the very same feclings
which had compelled the riglht honourable g gentleman (Mr.
Pecl) to retire, upon the Catholic Ql'lt‘.\l’.l(.)l), a question of
the highcst. importance ;—a question which involved no less
an mterost than that of the great cause of general religious
freedom in Gieat Britain;—a quesuon, the prindiples
favourabie to the support of which he thought were actually-
identilicd with the “first principles of the British Constitu-
tion; principles, which in themselve; were not only sanc-
tioned by the common law of nature, but by every con-
sideration of policy and reason, and which were gaining
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ground wore and more from day to day in cvery other
kingdom in the civilized worid, though they still were, or
had been, by some miraculous fatality, resisted in England ;
the very same feclings which had influenced the right
honourable gentleman (Mr. Peel) to withdraw his assist-
ance from ITis Majesty's Government as soon as he saw
that great question was likely to be determined in a manner,
in his opinion, contrary to the interests of the state, left
him (Sir 1%, Burdett), whose views upon that particular
measure were direetly opposite to those of the right honour-
able gentleman, no choice but to give that Government
every stppors and assistance in his power.  Ilis feelings
had been excited just as completely as those of the right
honourable gentlempn by the present crisis, only in a
different way. e had looked at the present opportunity
as the only practical one which had arisen during his poli-
tical life, for advocating, and as the right honourable gen-
tleman had truly said, of n(lv.-mcihg that question, upon the
fortunate issuc of which, in his opinion, the prosperity,
and probably the safety of ¢his country depended. It was
adawn of hope which was breaking upon the henighted
prospeets of Ireland, and whici if, was to be trusted would
have the effeet of tranquillizing that unhappy kingdom,
uitil the people of Englad should become so far enlight=
ened as to perecive that her misfortunes formed a constant
stumbling-block to their own advantage.  For himself, he
might say it most sincerely, no person was more inclined
to giye eredit to the right honourable gentleman (Mr. Peel)
for Ius exertions in office, than he (Sir F. Burdett) was, o1
nore regretted that he could no longer .continue to carry
on those measures for the beneiit of his country, which he
undoubtedly had the mierit of having originated ; yet it was
to be hoped that, even out of office, he would not entirely
abandon them.
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The motives upon which the right honourable gentleman
had withdrawn, were honourable to him in the highest
degree; but still it was a benefit, and 2 most important
Lenetit to the country, that he had buen compelled to with-
draw. That any thiag- -no matter what—had obliged him
to give up a situation in which he was no doubt of great
utility to the country, but in which he presented a constant
harrier to the alteration of a state of uffairs and polities in
Ircland, which scarcely six men in England were hardy
enough to say could be allowed to remain in their present
ruinous conditipy.  In his own conscientious opinion, he
should desert his duty to those principles which wight by
are aud conduet be so guided as in their course o pro-
duce neither danger nor wischicf, but great good ;—prinei-
ples, the progress of which no power that could be exerted
would be able eventually to stop or check,—if he failed to
throw all his weight into the scale of the present arrange-
ment. And, besides, he wasa practical man, or at least wished
to be so. e was ready to go as far us any man for abstract
principle, but he could not quite lose sight of present
advantage. It he could not at onee obtain all that he
desired op was entitled to, still that which he saw he could
olftain he would not n-jec't. In acting’ as he had done on
the present occasion, he coneeived he had done no more
than give his support to the' Crown in the exercise of its
undoubted prerogative; and in u case where he had no

sivaspn to doubt but that prerogative was employed for the
public welfare. ‘ , :

Siz Troxas Lernsriner coincided in the opinids of
Mr. Pecl, and approved of the consistency and integrity of
his conduct on this occasion. I would ask the right
honourable gentleman (Mr. Canning) at the head of the
Government directly—was there to be a Cabinet united
upon the subject of Cathalic emancipation ? or was it to be
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one made of jarring materials and opinions, to be foreed
down and settled as clrcumaw.nct.s should make necessary,
or convenience adwit ?

Mz. G. Dawsox said, that in all the support which the
right honourable gentleman (Mr. Canning) had received,
there was no other fecling or sentiment manifested than a
desire to participate in the power and places which the right
honourable gentleman had to dispenses He had resigned his
place for the same reasons, and on the same principles as
his right honourable friend (Mr. Peel). With respect to
the support given by the honourable burom.-t (sir F. Bur-
dett), and the former members of the ‘Opposition to the
pn.wm. Adnnmatmtum, if it was not with the ‘immediate
yiew of carrying the Catholic Question, he would say that
their coalition with the right honourable gentleman was
one of the basest and most unnatural, which political expe-
rience could enumerate.  He repeated he knew no instance
of a more base coalition, if the case were such as he
believed, and he would put the fact upon a very short and
simple test:—Was Catholic emancipation, he would ask
the right honourable genflem:m, or*was it not to be made
a Cabinet question ? - If there was the slightest suspense as
to the Catholic Question—if thure was a hesitatidn as tq the
making that questibn a Cabinet question, it became impos-
sible for those gentlemen who now supported the right
honourable gentleman, conscientiously and consistently to.
do so. After animadverting on the press, and asserting
that it yas ¢orrupted to its core, the honourable geutleman
précceded,—to ctmu.mi that the ]msu)t Administration
was so constructed as neither to Jplease the Cogholics nor
Protestants. What would the Cathelics of Ireland say
when they saw the Cabinet uomposed principally of their
advocates—yet thcn' questipn  was not made a Cabinete
onc? And what would the Protestants say who heard it
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declared that the intention of their Sovereign had been that
there should be a Protestant Cabinet, and found the Pro-
testant interests entrusted to such hands a3 those of Lord
Bexley # Lord Lyndhurst, indeed, had lately made a speech,
for the whole materials of which he had been indebted to
Doctor Thilpotts; but the Protestants of Ireland would
have little confidence in such support as that of Lord
Lyndhurst, especially 23 he had ranged himself under the
banners of such opinions as those profiered by the right
honourable the First Lord of the T'rensury. "The honour-
able member procecded to advert to what he asserted was an
avowed and well known opposition between the King and his
present Prime Minister on this important question. At all
events the right honourable gentleman ought to explain him-
selt fully and openly as to what were the intentions of his
Government.  The honourable baronet (Sir F. Burdett),
who preceded him, had said that the safety of the country
depended upon the new  ministerial arrangements. e
(Mr. Dawson) would say that if the Irish Catholics were
to be deluded any more with the expectation of ministerial
support, Ministers wouid make themselves answerable for
every calamity which could afflict that country in future.
Mg. Brovairas next rost.—The lafe honourable Under
Secretary for the Iome Department (XMr. Dawson) had
appealed to him personally, and- it scemed to be the opinion
. »f that honourable gentleman, that considering the princi, -5
which had hithertobeen supposed to guid;! the Government,
no othdr carthly motive conld be discovered in his cenduet,
except the desire ¢ participate in the emoluments of that
patronage aad influence which werenow phu:d at the dhposal
of the right honourable gentleman (Mr. Canning). To him
(Mr. B.) the remarks of the honourable gentleman had no
w.pplication.  1fe had never dreamt of taking office under
the present arranzement.  Hc was more removed from the
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probability of office, or from the contemplation of ity (if
possible;) than the honourable gentleman himself.  Govern-
ment was to be supported, according to the honourable
gentleman, by what he called an unuatural coulition or
alliance, struck up between the right honourable gentieman
and his friends, who stood with respect to cach other on
varying principles, engaged in opposing doctrines and
views totally different.  He (Mr. Brougham) forsooth, had
heen opposed to the opinions advanced by the Government,
since the death of Lord Castlereagh, as to our foreign
policy. TIie (Mr. B.) forsooth, had been anxious to attach
to the wheels of the 1oly Alliance, the triumphant.chariot
of the British fortunes.  "Then it must be assumed that he
had been one of the most zealous and illiberal impugners
of that policy which had been introduced into the merean-
tile affairs of the country, by the President of the Board
of Trade (Mr. Tuskisson). ITe had also been at war, as
it must. he 'nssumod, with the Government, or the chief
memhers of it, on the policy which was most {itting to
preserve in content and tranguillity the, sister kingdom of
Ircland.  Let the House look on all the great political
questions upon which he and his friexds had .lpprammatcd
to, and differed from lhc (ov vrnmult, and they would SOOI
diseover which was most frequently in accordance with it,
himself, or the honourable gentleman (Mr. Dawson) who had
made the aiiack upon him.  Let the House consider what had
been his copduct towards Ministers, in respdet to the pnhey
of Furope;*or let thym threw their eyeracross the Atlantie,
where the dawn of freeslom in South America had made
tlre hearts of thousands lcap for joy, while blessing with
its aspect myriads here who sympathized with then:.
Then, as to the agricuitural interests, had not he (Mr.
Broughem) given his support to the right honourable gen-
tleman, though the honourable gentlemun (Mr. Dawson)
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sat voti'ng by his side. These were the questions, these
were the interests to which he had given his support. He
had passed them in review, that the House might see that
he had given his support to the right honourable gentleman,
because he believed him to be practically animating the
councils of Government on those subjects, with a voice which
found in his (Mr. B.’s) breast, a faithful echo. But were
there no questions on which the honourable gentleman (Mr.
Dawson) and his friends, differed from the right honourable
gentleman?  Iad not the country of late heen accustomed
to a Cabinet alpost wholly discordant, differing among each
other—, ,

¢ Wide as the Poles asunder ?*?

ITad they not seen one Sceretary of State directly opposed
to the specches and votes of another Sceretary of State.
Whilst alluding to this painful subject—the Catholic Ques-
tion—be felt bound to do justice to the manly, ‘and to the
country, highly satisfactory conduct of the right honourable
gentleman, the late Chief' Secretary for the Home Depart-
ment.  But they had heard even from that right honourable
gentleman that things were, on such a footing in the Cabinet
that he himself had thé intention of nurmg a year or two
-ago. When he (Mr. B.) saw that state of things, he was
for some time prevented dnd barred from exccuting his
own wishes in favour of the right honourable gentleman
-(\[r. (amnn,g_,), because he felt that the Government was
composcd in a manner which offered llttlu satwsfaction to
the contemplation of thmlung men.  That impediment,
lmm.vd' was removed by the retirement from office of
those who were most oppased to any change. In reference
to the sesignation of the right hongurable gentleman (Mr.
Pecl) he would say, that a3 a Minister he had shown him-
self to be above all exception, and in his resignation he
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had placed himsclf above any suspicion which could he
suggested by the utmost ingeauity of malice, were it pos-
sible for any person to be his cnemy.  With respect to the
Catholic Question, he for one did not look at the Catholic
Question as a Cabinet Question, or one that was likely to
be made a Cabinet Question.  He looked to saving it from
the certainty of defeat, by remodelling the Cabinet, in a
manner which must in any event bring good to Treland.

As to the Catholie Question itself, if pursued prudently,
discreetly, and practically, with a full witness of all the
difficultics standing in the way, and accumrulating around
their stups os they arrived nearer the destined goul—for
however cautious the honourable gentleman (Mr. Dawson)
had been in the choice of terms, he had been sufficiently
plain to he understood—there was greater reason 1o hope
now than ever. But wishing Ircland, including Catholics
and Protestants, honestly well, he must hold that man to
be an enemy to the advocates of the Catholies, both in and
out of the House, who would attempt to press the question
forward at this eritical moment. | Let not the Catholics press
it—let them not do that which would give most pleasure to
their bitter enemies,  "Lhe honourable and learnud gentle-
man proceeded to advert to the speech of the honourable
baronet (Sir I Lethbridge) who oceupied the place of
leader of the opposition, and whose appearance in that
situation, he (Mr. B.) should be inclined to call gro-
tesque, were it not for the great persohal regard which
he cnterlained towards him. As it was the eustom to
talk of sacrifices, he might be’ permitted to say for himi-
‘self that he had quitted a situation® eminent beyond his
hopes or merits on the opposite benches, where he was
surrounded, he might‘almost say followed, from tlie respect

* Leader of the Oppusition.
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shown to his humble abilitics, by one of the largest, the
most honourable, and he could add, because he knew their
motives, being privy to their councils, one of the most dis-
interested oppositions ever known in ‘that House ; an oppo-
sition consisting of men who did what they sincerely thought
hest for their country, though, in doing so, they felt sure
they were helping to confirm their adversaries in office.  He
had quitted that station, enough to satisfy the ambition of
the proudest man, under arrangements which had made
his own acceptance of office impossible.  Ilis opinions on
foreign and domwstic policy had led him to take this step
with thesineere desire of furnishing a useful assisiance to
the liberal sentiments of the right honourable gentleman,
including in the particular objects of his charge the Trish
Question, which was likely to be promoted by it.  Not that
he was for giving it that prominent situation in the public
councils which was required by the honourable, baronet ;
but he wished that it should derive every possible advan-
tage from the junction of the two parties which had divided

the Ifouse and the country. .

"Mr. Caxyine rose for the first time as First
Lord of the Treasury and Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer, and spoke to the following cffect :—

Sirg—1It would be uncourteous to the House,
and’ to my right honourable frlend (Mr, Pecl),
were I to atow this. dehatg to closc without
expresSing the sentiments which his speech has:
excited, or rather confirmed, in my mind ; and at
the sanfe time that I rise for the‘express purpose of
doing so0 ;—as there have been calls made on ine to
answer qucstions on different subjccts, I am pre-
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pared, in the discharge of my duty, to answer
those questions.  T'o begin with the more agree-
able part of my task, the speech of my right
honourable friend (Mr. Peel) who has, in onc
or two instances, appealed to my testimony for
the confirmation of some parts of his narrative
of his own conduct. T confirm them in the fullest
degree. [ can bear testimony that, through-
out the whole of the discussions that have taken
place since Parliament adjourned, 1 have kept
up with nwy right honourable friend the most
constant intercourse—that throuchout I have
found in him the same candour and sincerity—the
cxpression of the same just feelings, and the uni-
form cxhibition of the same high principle, to
which he has laid claim in the speech which he
has this night delivered.

I assure the House that they much mistake the
position in which I have the honour to stand, who
believe that position to be oee of gratified ambi-
tion, or of unalloyed satisfaction. From the begin-
ning of these discussions, [ foresaw—both of us
foresaw—that they must terminate in our mutual
separation. Would to God—that separation may
be but for a time! 1ad the question been-merely
between my right honourable friend and myself,
and had it been to be decided bys his retirement
or by mine, I do most solemnly declare it should
have been decided by the latter. Sir, my right
honourable friend had the courtesy to state to me
yesterday his intention of making some observa-



2006 . ON THE PREMIERSHIP.

tions to the House on the present occasion. I
had, therefore, the opportunity of doing that with-
out which I should never have been able to ad-
dress the House with satisfaction to myself—of
asking the gracious permission of the King to state
such circumstances concerning Ilis Majesty in the
late discussions, 4s might be nccessary to explain
my conduct. I know not whether the House
will be surprised to hcar—my right honourable
friend will afot, for T have already stated it
to nim——that when T was first called uponby llis
Majesty for advice, in the eritical situation in
which the Government was placed, awarc—for
why should T disguise the fact 7—of His Majesty's
individual opinions, 1 counselled him to make the
Government conformable to those opinions. To
carry that ‘counsel into effect, would of course
have involved tke necessity of ‘my retirement
from office ; and I can declare most conscientiously
that T would have laid'at the tect of my Sove-
reign the situation T had the” honour to hold,
with 2 more cheerful heart, and with much more
confidence, with respect to my future position
apert from thé Government, than with respect to
what it cou]d hé w1th the quostion differently
settled. ‘

But, Sir, it was not for me to offer advice to my
Sovergign as to the mode by which he was to
accomplish the formatian of a Cabinet opposed to
my own opinions ; all, therefore, that remained
for me to do was to ask leave to retire, and make
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way, as far as I was concerned, for,its formation.
Now, why did .l do this? Why did I, who have
hitherto differed from many of my late collcagues
upon this question, and who, as has been truly
observed, thus differing, still continued to act
with them—why did 1 thus stake the existence
of an Administration, even though divided on the
subject of the Catholic Clains, and advise His
Mujesty to form an Administration wholly hostile
to those claims? .

I will stace my reasons briefly for that course.

Not many months ago His Majesty reccived
a letter, from a source which I will not name,
most strenuously advising His Majesty to place
the Government of the country in a state of
uniformity, and that that uniformity should be
onc of a decided opposition to the Catholic claims.
Lord Liverpool, to whom this advice was com-
municated, at the same time that it was ad-
dressed to His Majesty, in a letter to His Majesty,
stated first, that having bcen one of the au-
thors of a Government divided in opinion upon
that question, hc, for one, never would belong to
an Admipistration which should be formed on the
principlé of the exclusion of its advocates. Lord
Liverpool added his opinion of the great difficulty
there would be in the forming of ,uch a Govern-
ment. Such was Lord Liverpool's opinion ; but
when J advised His Majesty to form such a Govern-
ment, it was not for me to estimate the difficulties
which would impede it. It was, had His Majesty
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thought fit tg adopt the advice, for those of his
counsellors who were to*form part of an Adminis-
tration so constituted, to counsel such a course as
they might have thought would attain their end.
I did not disguise from my Sovercign that I
thought it would be a work of difliculty, but
I was far from thinking it 2 work of impractica-
bility. What became of that advice is manifest
by the result. It was not acted upon; but
for what reason it was not acted upon, [ am
not aware ; and more than I know I cannot state.
But from the time when 1 first saw the King, and
gave the advice I have described, down to the
period when His Majesty came to town, I had no
knowledge to any certainty that the advice which
I gave had not heen adopted. So far, therefore,
from seeking or soliciting, as the honourable gen-
tleman (Mr. Dawson) charges me, the post which
I have now the honour to hold, I withdrew myself
altogether from any participation in the arrange-
Jnents, in order that the cxpcriment which was
said to he so loudly called for by the country
might be fairly tried—an experiment which was
sought to be enforced, by the abortive motion of
the honourable member for Somersetshire (Sir T.
Lethbridge).* _

I-withdrew,~8ir, in order to have that experi-

* Sir T, Lethbridge had given notice of a matjon which he sub-
sequently withdrew ; the object of which was to advise His Majesty,
by Address, to form an Administration united in opposition to the
Catholic claims, «
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ment fully and fairly tried ; and I solemnly aeclare,
that there was pothing dt that moment for which
I was more anxious than that my stepping out of
the way might remove every obstacle to that
trial. But when it was distinctly stated to me
that such an Administration could not bd formed,
and when I received His Majestg;"s commands to
model a Government on the same principle as
that of Lord Liverpool’s, of which I had been
a member, nothing remained but tb°construct a
Governinent of the divided character to which I
have alluded, upon the subject of Catholic eman-
cipation, with the necessary consequence that the
question of the removal of Catholic disabilities
should not be made a Cabinet measure.

But then, with the proposal to form a Goverp-
ment upon that principle—upon the very principle
of my predecessor—cante a new question : a ques-
tion which at once involved the point of—whether
I was to remain in' the situation which 1 thea
filled, disgraced in my own opinion, and discre-.
dited in the eyes of my ‘country, or whether I
was to receive from the hands of my Sovereign,
undiminished and unencumbered, that inheritance
which a dreadful misfortune (fo? drgadfull may
indeed call it) had placed at his disposal. ,Now,
what was it I proposed ? What was it.I had it
in command to do, in the reconstruction of the
Government ? 'To form a ministry upon the prin-
ciple of Lord Liverpool’s Administration. That

VOL. VI. r .
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the Government should even consist of the very
same individuals, I am'sure I had every wish.
But what was proposed to me? That I, having
His Majesty’s commands to form a Government
upon the very same principles as those of my
lamented predecessor, should place at the head
of that Government some peer who was known
to cntertain anti-catholic sentiments. Now what
principle was it I was desired to sanction by the
adoption of“that course? Why, I was desired to
acknowledge in the face of the cowtry, that 7,
forming a Government upon the principle of Lord
Liverpool's, that is, composed of persons divided
in their opinions on the Catholic claims, was, from
the very holding of opinions favourable to those
claims, disqualified from being placed at the head
of that Government. I will retire altogether, and
for ever, from public life—~I will betake myself to
the farthest boundary of the earth, and into per-
petual banishment—I will resign any and every
“hope of office—for I care nothing for office—hbaut
I will not disgrace myself by consenting to sanc-
tion a principle which must bring degradation as
well upon mniyself as upon those who would
becomé subject to such exclusion, on account
of helding these opinions. That principle,
Sir; I repeat; I will not at any time, as I
would not then, sanction. I would a thousand
times - rather quit officc—Iwould rather be pro-
scribed and persecuted by all who are disposed
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to proscribe and persecute for opinions, than live
to be execrated fo all futurity, for having, in my
person, fixed such a blot upon the cause of
those who think thdt every man is free to hold
opinions, -although he might not be able to per-
suade others to adopt them. I hope, Sir, I have
now vindicated myself, to the sdtisfaction of the
House, from the charge of overweening ambition.
I throw myself upon this House and the country
for a candid construction of my conduet.

My first object was to quit office—my next to
remain in it with all my old colleagues, exactly
upon the same terms as we had hitherto acted to-
wards each other upon this very Catholic Question.
It was for this that I have been arraigned, not,
indeed, by my right honourable friend (Mr. Peel),
who fairly stated his opinions to me, but by another
honourable gentleman (Mr. Dawgon), who, in the
coarsest language, preferred against measa charge
—* That the new, &overn’'ment which had been
formed, consists chiefly of Catholics,” (that is, of
members friendly to "the *question of emancipa-
tion)—as if there had been a breach of faith on
my part in dealing with the late Cabinet, fof not
having proposed, to my Sovereign a plan for a
new Cabinet, that should have embraced an _equal
portion of the supporters of both sides of that
question. I did suggest, ds the honourable gen-
tleman (Mr. Dawson) who makes the charge
himself well knows, and did endeavour and in-

P2
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tend to execute, such a plan of anew Administra-
tion. But, Sir, that honeurable gentleman equally
well knows that when, upon the 12th of April
last, I intended to propose {o my Sovereign a
plan of arrangement which should comprise all
the members of Lord Liverpool’s Government,
and embrace, therefore, an equality of Protestant
and Catholic votes, circumstances occurred which
prevented that intention from taking effect. And
was it my fault, Sir, that (by a sort of concert, I
will net venture to say, but by a singular coinci-
dence, undoubtedly,) I either carried with me, or
received in the closet of my Sovereign, cxclusive
of the resignation of my right honourable friend,
of which I knew beforehand, six Protestant
resignations. (I call them Protestant only in the
parlance of this House.) Observe, Sir, the charge
against me is, that I have.organized a Government
all Catholic, as to its views upon that question,
having promised to fdrm one that should be half

. and half; and my honourable accuser sinks the
indisputable fact, that+the Protestant half of the
Administration themselves withdrew. I think
that’ it is rather too hard to charge that with-
drawal upon their parts as a breach of fuith upon
mine. .

Maz. Pestrhefe observed, in a low tonc, that the nght
honourable gentleman did not statp the matter quite cor-
rectly. ‘There were not, ho was understood to say, so many

resignations.
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Mg. CaNNING .—-My‘l right honourable friend
is, I believe, right; erclusive of his resignation, I
think I had not received six* Protestant resigna-
tions, when I was'with the King. One came
after I had left His Majesty.

M-g. PPekL here observed, that one of them was not an
opponent to Catholic emancipation.

Mu. Caxxina.—I beg pardon of the House;
there was one Catholic lord (Lord Mclyille) among
the numper of those who thus resigned ; and yet
we arc now told these resignations grew out of
the question of Catholic emancipation. However,
these six resignations came within twenty-four
hours; and I would now ask the House whether itis
fair, after such an abandonment of place by these
Protestant peers, to impcach me of a wilful non-
execution of the orders of my § qoverelgn" * But,
Sir, the matter did not end ‘here. It was about
the middle of Thursfay—the day on whish the
House adjourned—about two hours beforc thé
méeting of the House, apd after I had given"
directions to move a new writ for my return, that
I received four of thiese resignations. Upon reeeiv-
mg them,, I said to my Sovereign, * Here, Sire,
is that which dlsables me, from executlng the
orders I have received from you, respectin}y the

* The real order in which the resignations were received, is
stated in.a subsequent speech of My. Canning, in explanatwn of
the changes in the administration.
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formation of a new Administration. It is now
open to your Majesty to adopt a new course, for
no step has yet been taken, in the execution of
those orders, that is irrevocable; but I must fairly
state to your Majesty, that if I am to go on in the
position where you have been pleased %o place
me, my writ must be moved for to-day; for if we
wait until the holidays, without adopting any
definitive steps, I see that it is quite hopeless for
me to attempt to persevere in the objects I have
undertaken.” I nced not repeat to the House
the words in which my Sovereign graciously
replied to this representation; but I may state
that he gave me his hand to kiss, and confirmed
me in the oftice to which I had been named.
These, then, Sir, are the steps which I really
hme taken; these are the means by which I have
been placed in,the station I at present fill. I
have meddled not with the conduct or the opinions
of any other man. I have already expressed my
unequivocal approbatlon of the course pursued
by my right honourable friend (Mr. Peel.) What
haﬁe been the principles of conduct of others
among my late colleagues, for the best of reasons
and the wisest, F do not pretend. to say,‘for really
I do not know them. That conduct I can ouly
view by Jts sesults, results which have been as-
suredly most painful ;' and I may truly say, to me
as painful as, in almgst every instance—(every
instance I do not say, for I sedulously except my
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right honourable friend ——they were unexpected.
Sir, Ireally knew not in what way I had sinned
in the eyes of tny late colleagues—those other of
my late colleagues, I should rather say—that they
should decline acting with me. I had never offend-
ed them intentionally, nor did I know that I had
ever excited among them unwit}ingly any feeling
so hostile or personal to me, as to be at all likely
to lead to this result. Between my right honour-
able friend and myself, it is almost - unnecessary
for m¢ to observe, that upon every subject, in
every discussion I can call to mind, upon- all
great questions of foreign or domestic policy and
legislation—this one unhappy question of Catholic
emancipation excepted—there has been that sort
of general agreement, that I do not believe there
exists the individual with whom my opinions are
in more complete accordance ; and I do not think
any greater calamity codld ltave befallen the"
country than my right hopourable friend’s seces-
sion from the Cabinet, not only as respects his
ddministration of his office, the duties of which
he had discharged with so much ability, and such
signal advantages to the public, but in the general
councildof the Government. We shall nevertheless,
I hope, though deprived ,at this momeit of his
aid in the Administration, have the benefit of: it
in his place, in the general share of tire legislative
business of the kingdom as a member of- Parlia-
ment. But as to others ‘of my late colleagues, I
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am not: prepared to expresy an opinion on the pro-
ceeding they have adopted, because of its motives
I am not aware. So far, .indeed, s I had reason
to know any thing of their dispesitions in relation
to myself—I speak now more particularly in re-
ference to the line of foreign policy I hage pur-
sued, as being that department of the Govern-
ment with which I was more immediately con-
nected—I understood that iy official conduct
had received their approbation. Both in the
Cabinct, and “in the two Houses of Parliament,
they expressed such favourable opinions; nor
can I charge myself with having, by any mea-
sures of my own, produced intentionally any such
change in those opinions as should have led to
this unwillingness on their parts to continue to
act with me. I am determined, however, to say
nothing. of the conduct of any body, with whose
motives I am unacquainted, and to abstain from
animadyersions, where I do not know them to
have been really provoked. I hdve resolved, Sir,
therefore, to make no further observations at this
time, than might be necessary to accompany the
facts which I conceived requisite to bring before
the “House, with ghe view of explaining how I
came into this situation, and how it is that my
late colleagues are po longer around me.

There wert ‘two topics growing out of the
speech of my right honourable friend, upon which
he will allow me to maké€ one or two observations,
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not, as I can most cordfally assure him, ih any
hostile or unpleasant feeling ; but that I may set
myself right upon points, touching which, he has
laboured, I think, vnder some degree of misunder-
standing. My right honourable friend says, how
should 4t be possible that when 1—(and I trust,
Sir, that the House will excuse me for the painful
necessity which compels me to use this mono-
syllable so often)—that when I have been ad-
vanced to the high situation in which I now
stand, how, should it be possible that, without
saying or doing any thing actively and cxpressly
to promote the success of the Catholic Question,
my existence, nevertheless, in that situation, and
other contingent results, arising out of it, but for
which I am not responsible, should not be a great
moral advancement of that cause ? Sir, I cannrot
deny the truth of this proposmon of my right
honourable friend.

I cannot, I frankly avow, deny the general
truth of my right, honourable friend’s observation,
and in the admission® of that identical fact, will
be found the obvious answer to the taunts of the
honourable baronet opposite (Sir T. Lethbridge)
at the sypport which the present Government are
now receiving from the gentlemen of the opposi-
tion. Why have these gentlemen supportetl me?
Because they saw, in the-aspect of the present
state of things, exactly the same tendency*which
my right honourable friend has seen towards the
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moral advancement of thaf great question; namely,
that without my official interference, indeed, with
my present inaction, they behold a considerable
prospect of improvement in & question for which
they feel with me a common interest. If so, it is
a good reason why I should have their support,
and equally so for my right honourable friend to
oppose me; but it is a little too much for an ho-
nourable member to say that the reason is good
at one sidg.and bad at the other; whilst both
parties concur in anticipating the same result.
If my right honourable friend is justified in re-
signing, because with my passive existence 'in
office the Catholic Question must thrive, surely
the same reason holds good for my receiving the
support of other gentlemen who contemplate, in
the success of such a question, the tranquillity
and consolidation of the empire. My right ho-
nourable friend's' defence of his own retreat must,
therefere, be taken as.a complete and conclusive
dnswer to all the taunts which ‘are levelled at the
‘support held out to me from other quarters ‘of
the House; that support, I feel confident, will be
continued to me as long they respect and approve
the measures which I shall introduce ; aid, in the
same relative feeling, and no other, I am per-
suadet] I shall have to receive the support, and
enconnter e opposition of my right honourable
friend: ‘

But, Sir, [ am asked—+ Is the Roman Catholic
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Question, in’point of Jact, with the new Govern-
ment, a Cabmet question?” I answer, No. It
stands exactly, Sir, as it did in the year 1812,
but in a part of the year 1812, which my right
honourable friend has not exactly distinguished
from aenother part of that year to which his
speech referred. It is very tiresome to refer to
books in discussions of this kind, and not being
prepared to anticipate the necessity of consulting
them on this occasion, I did not brjpg them down
with me ;, but in consequence of my right honour-
able friend's speech, I have sent for them, and I
"can now recur, to them. My right honourable
friend says, that in a debate which took place on
the 21st of May, 1812, in assigning my reasons
for not joining Lord Liverpool’s Government at
that time, I stated, that my belief was, that, ‘were
I so to do, I should be coming into 4 Cabinet
that would nullify my own opinions, or that I
used expressnons io that effect. He further sup-
. poses, that as, in 1812, notwithstanding the failure
of Mr. Grattan's ‘'motion, I immediately after
introduced and carried by alarge majority amotion
to thq. same effect, so now, in 1827, wotwith-
standing the failure of the motion of the hénour-
able member for Westminster (Sir F. Burdett),
the situation of this question beipg * pretty near-
ly the same,” he sees no reason for my'not agam
pursuing the same " course in this very session.
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But, Sir, the circumstankes which exisied in
1812 are not “ pretty nearly the same” as those
which exist at present.

Did nothing, I will ask my‘right honourable
friend, intervene between the period of the failure
of Mr. Grattan’s motion and the 22nd of June, to
cause the change to which he alludes? Was there
no alteration in the condition of the Government,
and conseguently in the feeling of Parliament upon
that subject daring this interval? Yes: for on
the 17tk of May, which was shortly. after the
death of Mr. Perceval, Lord Liverpool came to
me, to propose to me to become a member of the’
Administration. What passed on this subject,
Gentlemen will be pleased to remember, was pub-
lished, together with all the negociations éntered
into‘on that occasion, and having been so recorded,
cannét have been since altered, to answer any
temporary purpose. After one or two questions
—I believe, indeed, after bne preliminary question
—I asked (the right honourable gentleman here
read from the Annual Register of that year,
apologising for the want of auy better reference,
by stating he was taken wholly by surpnse)-—-
“ Whether I was to consider the opinion and
policy of the Government as remaining altogether
unchanged, upon the‘question relating to the laws
affecting"the Roman Catholics ?” Lord Liverpool
answered, * that his own, opinions upon this sub-
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ject remained unchan}ed: and that he was not
aware that thoge of his colleagues had undergone
any alteration,”
. Now, here, Sir, I pause to ask what was the
“condition in which the Catholic Question stood
_%!pen? At the period of the unrestricted Regency,
“Mr. Perceval invited into his ‘Government Lord
Sidmouth and Lord Castlereagh ; and in the very
first debate upon this question which took place
in this House, after that junction,"Mr. Perceval
and Cord *Castlereagh both declared themselves,
in the™course of the discussion, inimical to the
agitation of the question at that opportunity.
Lord Castlereagh said, (the House will observe,
that it was upon Mr. Grattan’s motion, in April,
1812) “ with respect to the vote I shall give to-
night, my right honourable friend has_ clgérly
stated, that the Cabinet.intimates an opinion, .
that the propriety of further concessions to the
Catholics could .ndt now be agitated, nor apy
inquiry be gone’into at present, on the subject of
the disabilities affecting His Majesty’s Roman
Catholic subjects in Ireland, with advantage to
the empire, or a due regard to the welfare of the
commuhity at.large.” Why,then, Sir,-the foot-
ing upon which* the Cabinet then stqod, in
respect of the Catholic Qt‘xestion, was.one of gene-
ral resistance to it, and in the Government itself,
there was a joint determination to act upon that
prineiple. It was in_this state of things, that on
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the 18th of May, 1812, I *efused to join in Lord
Liverpool’s arrangements; and I gave him my
reasons for not doing so, which were involved in
that determination on the part of the Administra-
tion. But what happened in the, mcan tlme,'!
between May the 18th, and June the 22ndffy
Why, that on Juhe the 10th, Lord Castlereagl"r'-
came down to this House, when 1 find .that
Mr. Spencer Stanhope rose to put a cuestion to
the noble lord: — ¢ 1le wished to know if ltiwas
intended, on the part of the present Mixisters,
that the same policy, in cvery respect, shotild be
obscrved by them, in reference to the Catholic
Question, which had been observed by the Adminis-
tration, under a late right honourable gentleman
(Mr. Perceval)?” l.ord Castlercagh said, ¢ that he
felt some difticulty in answering the question of the
honourable gentleman literally, the arrangements
for the new Ministry not having been yet fully
completed. But as to the spivit of the question,
he thought he could be more satisfactory. He
could say this, from his knowledge of those em-
ployed in forming that Administration, that, gene-
rally, their sentiments remained the same. Upon
a former occasion; they had thought, inclusive
even of those who werefavourable to the measure,
that the presert was not the time for discussing
that questlon, and in still thinking so, that recent
decisions of Parliament formed a leading consjder-
ation in influencing the adoption of that opinion.
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The sense of Parliamen; having been, at least for
the present, definitively pronounced, they thought
that any 1m'ned|ate revived discussion would only
create irritation, without being productive of any
thing useful.  He was aware, however, of the

i:ﬂowing change in favour of those claims; and,
in submission to that change, ahd the real senti-
ments of certain members of the Government, it
had been resolved on, as a principle, that the dis-
cussign of this question should be keft free from
all intekference, on the part of the Government,
and thatevery membher of that Government should
be left to the frec and unbiassed suggestions of his
own conscientious discretion,”

Here, then, it is evident that a complete change
had occurred between the 18th of May and the
22d of June 1812, in the opinions of the (zovern-
ment. At the former.period, the Cabinet were
all united in resistance to the Catholic Question;
at the latter, it was'to be left open and fre€ to the
unbiassed discussion of all or any of the members
of that Cabinet. '

Then, I contend, Sir, that between these two
periods,.of which my right honourable frignd
has spoken, the Cabinet itself was changed in
its character, as rtgarded’this question. [t was
changed, by this question being put. upon t that
independent footing, on which it has remamed
during the many years that my right honourable
friendt and myself have acted together. Did this
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altere& condition of circun‘stances effect no change
in the condition of the Gatholic Question? As-
suredly it did; and I well recollect its being
hailed by Mr. Grattan, and many others who
voted with him, as a most important accession
to that cause: and the proof of the fact is, that
my motion was chrricd by a triumphant majority.

Now, I think, I have sufficiently explained the
difference which had ariscn between the two
periods in uestion, as to this important subject,
and as to my views upon it. I have not the'vanity
to believe (and I am sure I beg pardon of the
House for troubling it with these passages from
the debates) that the speech to which my right
honourable friend refers procured that rcsult of
which I have spoken.

But to come to the present condition of that
Question, T say again,, it remains in this Govern-
ment, in the state it was truly described to
be in by Lord Castlereagh in 1812; and precisely
as it has been since repeatedly described by
myself ; in short, as it ‘was described to be in
1825, in a debate which took place in the month
of March upon the state of Ircland;, and in
the very last debate in the last scssion ‘of Par-
liament, in the same year, upon Catholic eman-
cipation. Qp<hat occasion I used these words:
“1 1idid” myself as perfectly free as any other
member of this House, .to pronounce an opjnion
upon this as a great national question, and as
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such, to give it my jsupport, reserving only
to myself the right of selecting the time when
I am to give that support, and the manner in
which it is to be afforded, according to my judg-
ment of the degree of success which is likely
to attend such an exertion.” These were the
words I used then, and my ophions are not in
the slightest degree varied at the present mo-
ment. Such was the footing upon which this
question stood when I was the colleaguc of my
right Bonwurable friend ; and such is the'footing
on which it stands now. Let it be observed,
therefore, by thosc with whom I have formerly
acted, and from whose objections on this occasion
I do not shrink, however the acknowledgment I
have made may be attempted to be converted into
matter of opposition, that, with those who fotm
she present Cabinet, and some of whom "formed
part of the last, the Catholic Question now stands
on the same gromid as it stood on und¢r Lord
Liverpool's Government ;—that is, it is a question
which cach member of* the Government is at
liberty, if he pleascs, to bring forward in the
Cabinet, or to propound to Parliament; but if
any methber of ,the Government shall so. brm-r it
forward in either House of Parliament, he is bound
distinctly to state that he does’so in_his individual
capacity only, and not as pledging his cmé!fgues
to his own oplmons on the subject. This, "Sir, is
the position of the Catholic Question now; it is
VOL. VI. Q
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the same in which it was placed in the year 18125
it is the same in which it has now gtood for fiftecen
vears successively.  That it shonld remain in this
state is a fact which I know has been much ob-
jected to by many ; but, if T consider the state ol
the country at large—the inclination of men's
minds upon this ‘matter in England ax well as in
Ircland—and the infinite difliculties which sur-
round the attempt at present to alter that state—
in my judgsyent, and in my conscience T believe
it to bt the only footing upon which ¥ catt he at
present left; unless the views of partizans are to
be consulted, the accomplishmerst ol whose wishes
on the one hand, or whose attemipt to stifle free
and growing opinions on the other, would, in the
result, lead to a convulsion, in one part or other,
of the United Kingdom. Now, Nir, 1 am not
prepared for congulsion. in cither. I would ne#
raise hopes which T do not sce any immediate
means ‘of realising. In making. this observation,
I am not speaking of the moral’ accomplishment
of those hopes, but of exciting expectations with-
out having good grounds to anticipate their imme-
diate or speedy fulfilment. [ remember too well,
and but a short memory indeed Jis r(,qmrcd for
that purpose, 'how mueh has Iseen uttered in the
way of complaint m debates of this House upon
the 'thohc Question, about things being said
and done that had raised expectations in Ireland
which ought not, it has been observed, e have
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heen excited, unless the authorities from whom
those acts and sdeclarativns emanated were pre-
pared to follow them up.

Now, Sir, it is preciscly because of my not
being at present prepared to follow them up, that
I will not raise such expectations. Much and
cordially as 1 agrec with those wlio view the mea-
sure itsclf’ of emancipation, as calculated to tran-
quillize Ireland, 1 yet estimate very highly the
degree of passive resistance to it, wlfich exists in
this country® 1 would not act against the féclings
any morce than I would against the interests of
England. But ify’ leoking to the character and
extent of that resistance, I am asked whether ]
despair of the ultimate success of the question, |
answer, that I do not despair that the good scnse
of the English people, by candid discussion, aﬁd
repeated consideration of it, will ultimately con-
cede the question. 1 say, 1 think, Sir, the time
will come, when weﬂ-meaﬁing and conscicﬁlious,
and even intelligent pcople, now among the most
strenuous and most honest opponents of the
grcat measure, will look back with a degrce of
surprise, .and almost incredulity, at the oppo-
sition which they have, up to'this, time, mani-
fested toit. But, though I think this, I am not
prepared to run counter, in the moan time, to
English feeling. A, single week of peace Tn Eng-
land, .is worth a much larger portion of time
devoted to the accomplishment of a great, but

Q2 ‘
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yet, partly, a theoretical,.good, in another portion
of the empire. Thouglr I thus cenfidently expect
the dawn, I am by no mecans prepared to hasten
it; though I know the prcsent' darkness upon this
subject—for darkness 1 must consider it—will be
succecded by a great illamination in the minds of
men, I am disposed to watch patiently the pro-
gress of that cnlightenment. This result, I
heartily hope, but I will not cndeavour to antici-
pate it bydny attempt to force the _]ud"ments of
the community.

I hope I have now, Sir, given to honourable
gentlemen cvery satisfactory ‘explanation upon
the topics which have been this night referred to.

So faras [ am aware, 1 have kept nothing back ;
but when I am taunted by questions such as that
v.rhich_ some honourable gentlemen have put to
me, whether I do not know that in the very pene-
tralia of the royal breast there exist feelings re-
pugnant to the Catholic claims, I reply, that I
would venerate in that most illustrious individual,
as I did in his royal father, the repugnant feel-
ings which actuate him on this question. I would
hurt no feelings, as I have already sajd, of that
nature. But if*l am asked by that Honourable
gentleman, whether I'think tlte Coronation Oath is
any obstaclein the way of cencession on the part of
the Crown, I answer, No. No more did Lord Liver-
pool-—no more did my right honourable, friend
himself (Mr, Peel); and if the time shall ever come
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when it may be necessarv to argue this question,
I shall derive my best -1rrgument for the view I
take of that point, from the opinions which have
already been addrcised to Parliament upon the
subject by those great authoritics. Lect not,
then, the people of England take up the notion,
that, by the carrying of the Catholic Question, the
peace of their country would be endangered. The
time has passed when those pernicious influences,
which have been so much adverted to, could be
any longer excrcised by the Catholic Church,
with any effect upon its peace or its welfare.
But do the honourable gentlemen, who so much
deprecatc all discussion of this question, imagine
that discussion can be avvided ? Do they suppose
that if we will not consider it, it is a (ucstion
which will sleep? Or do they believe, that if 5t
should sleep, it will be awakened by any' otlier
than a dreadful and dcplorable emergency" No,
Sir, we must look it in the face. We must not
turn from it. DBat, though I believe that it is a
qu'estion which has gained strength from the
change which has taken place in the Government
—(a change, God knows! not of my sccking; but
arising out of the King’s dctcrmmatlon)—though
I concur with thoseswho imagine that it is a cause
which has acquired additional power—I would
not force it by pressing it upon Parliametit1i0w,
any more than I did when I formed, with my right
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honourable friend near mé, onc of the Government
of Lord Liverpool. '

I am not conscious that I have “omitted to reply
to any of the matters which have been suggested
to me; but if I have, I shall be sincercly obliged
to any querist who will remind me, be he who he
may, of any such omissions.

I trust I have succeeded in showing that I am,
where I have the honour to be, not by my own
solicitation,«but by the pleasure of my Sovereign.
I had previously rccommended the fornration of
an Administration, from which I should have been
excluded. That plan was rejected by those whom
it cmbraced, and another proposed in its stead, to
which I could not have acceded, without, at the
same time, recording my acknowledgment that
the opinions of my past political life, upon one of
the most important of al| the questions which 1
have ever been called on to consider, furnished a
Justifiuble ground of exclusiony from the highest
office in the Government. T will conclude, by
repeating one or two remarks which I remember
to have made to the House in 1822. [ was then
am)dmted to a post, which I owed not to the fa-
vour oj His Majesty’s (fovernment, but to the
commands of His Majesty himself': a post, fraught
with wealthb,dlstmctmn_. and honour. From this
post¥ was recalled immediately after my nomipa-
tion {o it, contrary to my own feelings and wishes,
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to hold office in this country. I made the’sacri-
ficc -(to a poor man, be, it permitted me to say,
no indifferent or trivial onc),—without hesitation,
and—so help me God—without any stipulations.
But if, Sir, when that proposal to take office
was made to me, it had been accompanied—
(as in fairness it should havebeen, if T was to
be ousted un account of the opinions that have
since been excepted against me) — with this
sort of imtimation from the Ministers who re-
called me: — Though we call you into the
Government, because your services are necessary
Yo us, yet remember, that if, by any unfortunate
chance, the highest situation in that GGovernment
should become vacant, and should in all other
respeets be eligible for a person holding vour
situation in Parliament and in the councils of «the
country-—remember, that ch.\utc you support the
.ttlmhc claims you are to wailve all pretensions’
to it.” If their psoposal; 1 say, had becrsaccom-
pamul with such an intimation, I would, with the
same disdain and ihdignation with which T have
more recently rejected their offer to serve under o
Protestant Premier (using the teym Protestant in
the familiar sense only in which we are accus-
tomed to usc it in discussions of this kind), Five
rejected that proposal, containing, as it would
have done, a condition which I should heve re-
'rardcd as the badge of my helotism, and as the
indcjible disgrace of my political existence.
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The motion en which the discussion arose was then
agrecd to, after which the ITouse adjourned.

CHANGE IN THE ADMINISTRATION.
MAY 4th, 1527,

GENERAL GascoyyE was proceeding, pursuant to notice,
announced in February last, to bring forward *his Motion
on the State of the Shipping Interest--when

Me. Dawson, as soon as Mr. Canning entered the
House, said, that he wished to ascertain from the right
hononrable gentleman, who had just taken his place, whether
any arrangement had been made, or was in contewaplation,
for filling up the offices of Master of the Mint, Judge Advo-
cate, and Surveyor General of Woods and Forests ?

Mr. CaxviNGg. * Yes.”

Mgz. Dawsox complained of the want of eourtesy in the
abrupt and unsatisfactory reply of the right honourable gentle-
man. ITe then animadverted severely on the coalition which
had been entered into between' the right honourable gentle-
man and the last Opposition. Disagrecable as it might be to
the right honourable gentleman to hear it, and disagreeable
asit was to him to utter it, he must say that the right,honour-
able gentleman had not been very scrupulous as to the means
by whick his ambitious course had been pursued.  Then, as
for the other party—the late Qpposition—if they abandoned
the Catholic Question only for ene hour, they would do s
for considerations which all the country would understand.
They would have abandoned it after having clamourcd in-



CHANGE IN THE ADMINISTRATION. 233

cessantly for it, at the very first moment when valuable
places were to be. given awpy, and when—if the report
which he had heard was the correct one—other valuable
places were to be keps open ready to reward and gratify
them for their support.

He had heard the right honourable gentleman (Mr.
Canning) say on a former night, that he had reccived the
resignations of six Ministers * in the King's closet.” This
was the statement of the right honourable gentleman, which
it was impossible for him (Mr.-Dawson) to doubt. Now
he had heard four of these Ministers state, that their resig-
nations had bgen sent to the right honourable gentleman in
ample time for him to rcecive them at his proper place of
address—the Foreign Office. If the letters, having been duly
and in proper time received at the Foreign Office, were pur-
posely deluyed in their delivery until they were presented
to the right honourable gentleman in the King's closct, the
inference was obvious, that such a device was ealeulated to
produce the impression uwpon the Royal mind, that the
noble persons resigning had entered into a low tabal, in
order to prevent their l\mg from having the benefit of
their services. .

The honourable niemlmr cnted the various instances ih
which Mr. Brougbam and Mr. Canning voted on upposite-
sides, with a view of showing ‘that there was not that coin-
cidence in opinion between them on the affairs of the
foreign and domestic policy of the country, which the
honourable and learned gentleman san a former. evemng
stated to be a justification of the coalitioh between them.
The honourable member concluded by moving, ¥ That
copies of the patents for the appointment to thesoffices of
thé Master of the Mint and of the Judge Advocatc:should
be laid on the table.” '

MR.'BroucHAM rosc to second the motion, pro formd,
which cxcited considerable laughter. The honourable and
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learned gentleman  then proceeded: ¢ My successors,
whom I sec with pleasure on' the opposite benebes, have
proved themselves in turn the most apt learners, 1 will
not say of all the tricks and wiles of faction, but at
least of all the most extraordinary resources of faction
I have cver yet seen framed, in that most respect-
able school. Never in the course of my experience of
apposition, cither a§ an amateur or as an artist, as a bye-
stander or as a practiser in my own person, have I witnessed
any thing approaching the dexterity of the evolution of
to-dlay.  With matchless skill, not indeed in the middle,
hut in the exordium of a speech, of a subject of which
several weeks® notice had heen given by the gallant member
for Liverpool, the honourable gentleman has contrived (o
interject a motion, not for the sake of annoying His
Majesty’s Ministers, but for the purpose of creating an
intercalary debate.  Judging, then, of its alter performances
from the beginning of the new opposition-—be its carcer
lotig as I might wish it, or short as they may desire it -it
is (quite-certain that a more violent, a more unhesitating, a
‘more unscrupulous party ‘never was gotien together, than
that which broke ground for the fivst time the night hefore
lnst.  Now, before 1 come to what nmay be ealled the trifles
and incumbrances of the subject— before L come to the ques-
tion on which, in the excess of his sclf-denial, the honourable
gentleman said he would not address the House—before |
come to my 1o answer to his no question, and roply to him
in much the same way as he appealed tome, 1w vish to say a
feww words on the more important, matter with which he
conclutled. 1 adwire, the frankness and manliness of the
honouralle genfleman, as much as the gullant gencral (Gas-
coync), or the honourable member who assists him withtan
accordant cheer.  His frank procecding is infinitely better
than an ambiguous, balf-avowed, and half-coucealed resis-
tanee, bheeause it at once discloses the foot which is meant
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to carry the honourable gentleman back to oﬁic:-, and to
kick the Catholics far from' gmancipation.”
» * » »

“1fc has been butsa week out of place, and he finds his
situation net so agrecable as to make him wish to continue
a month out of it, much less for half a ycar; and his pru-
dent plan, therefore, is to urge the open friends of the
Catholic Question to do that which} 1 verily in my con-
science believe, would be fatal to its suceess.  There are
times and seasons when it is proverbially awful to take a
lesson from the enemy.  Let me caution the Catholies, who,
too offen for their own benelit, have taken lessons from
over zealous and indisereet friends, against taking a second

olesson from their opponents, in addition to that of which |
warned them a few® days ago.  The honourable gentleman
may profler his advice and tuition—he may give the Catho-
lies all the benddit of his repeated and reiterated instruetion,
but they are stricken with nothing less than madness if
they doubt now that to follow his recommendation would
be the total ruin of their interests.  Let the Catholies trust
to the effeets of discussion, of time, bf better lights break-’
ing in from various quarters, of their own forbearance, of
their own abstinenve” from offensive topics, and of their
rejeetion of the iu.ﬂucnc.c of suspicious advisers. Lot them
conciliate those who are hostile from honest prejudices,
by respecting seruples, of the existence of which we have
all but authentic infurmation from the hanourable ;.,rdm!cman
on the heneh op]:ositc. Let them hope all from forbear-
ance, moderation, apd a conciliatory deteanourt lettitem
eschew the hasty councils of intemperate frientls; but,
above all, let them eschew the wily councils of open and
avowed encmies, who, for party purposes, throw,over the
naked deformity of the most wirulent factious feeling by far
the thinnest disguise 1 ever vet beheld.  Let them eschew
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the advice of their open, avowed, manly, and honest
cnemies,  But when 1 call them honest enemies, I must
add one word, not in qualification of a well-merited cpithet,
but in order not to let it be supposed  am admitting their
consistency when I assert the honesty of my anti-Catholic
adversaries.  That 1, belonging as it were to the present
Government, devoted to liheral opinions, and the constant
friend of the repeal of all penal laws affecting men civilly
for religion and conscienee’ sake—that I, naturally impa-~
tient to seize every oceasion, at all risks, of furthering the
great Catholic ¢use, should not hesitate to involve the
country in somcthing like confusion and a tepdeney to a
breach of the King's peace to obtain the object to which 1
am so zealously devoted, would not be deemed extraor--
dinary ; but it is, indeed, strange, that those who have
hitherto been always exclaiming, ¢ for God's sake, do not
stir this eternal question,” should now be most cager in
recommending its discussion.™ '

Mu. €axyixe T rise, Sin at present, only
to claim that prmrlty of discussion for the pro-
position which is regularly ‘before the Ilouse,
which propeily belongs to that subject, and
of which the hpnourable gentleman (Mr. Daw-
kon) ‘has_ so irregularly and improperly sendea-
votred to deprive it. ‘The manner in which the
honourable gentleman has introduced this dis-
cussion is’ most irregular and improper, and ig
only so*far fortunate, that this method of proceed-
ing has a tendency to w ork its own cure by. the
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disgust which it must nccessarily create among all
impartial people ; und honourable gentlemen oppo-
site may find, that if their weakness should make
them resort to mere annoyance,—our strength will
bear them down. The honourable gentleman (Mr.
Dawson)is well aware that the priority of discussion
this night belongs to a subject, the consideration of
which involves some of the most important in-
terests in the state (the shipping interest) ; and that
there are now many members waiting within these
walls ‘whd feel deeply interested, that the regular
discussion should come on. [ can assurc the
honourable mentber {Mr. Dawson), that I feel no
asperity or malice against him for any thing he
may have insinuated respecting my conduct. I
am too old a stager not to be able to bear his
attack without resentmeut. [ can casily bear his
assault, after having borne the assaults of those,
benches, when filled by other persons of a quality
which I am not likely soon again to encouiter. , I
can assure the honourable member that none of
thesc taunts will be able to drive me from my reso-
lution of mecting his attacks when properly brought
forward, or from disdaining them when branght
forward improperly. On one point the, honour-
able gentleman his accuséd me of heing mistaken,
namely, the assertion which T made on a former
evening respectipg the 'rcsignations of my late
colleagues. I had not.my papers with me at
that-time, but with the leave of the Ilouse I will
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again state to them from those papers the course
in which those resignations reached me. It was
on the night of the 11th of April that I reccived
the resignation of Lord Westmorcland—of the
resignation of my right honourable friend (Mr.
Peel’, I was aware some days before. [ reccived
the resignation of the Duke of Wellington on the
12th, at half-past ten, a.v. Lord Bexley sent
in his shortly after. With these three written
resignations, and with the verbal resignation of
my right honourable friend (Mr. Peel),'T went to
NSt. James’s.  The resignations of Lord Eldon,
and Lord Bathurst arrived at the Forcign Oflice
during my absenee, and did not reach me until 1
was in the Kinss closet. 1 will state further,
that ~o far from anticipating the immediate
resitmation of’ Lord Eldon, that His Majesty and
,m}'sélf were under the, delusion that there were
the best reasons to expeet, at least for a time, the
support’of his services i the ficiv arrangements.
I assure the TTouse, on my honour, this is the
exact state of the affuir. But with respect to
Lord Eldon, it is only bare justice to his lordship
to sny', that his-conduct throughout this pegocia-
tlon was that of a man of high horour, afd per-
ﬁ,ctlv unexceptwnable. As to tlie present motion
of the honourable gentlunan (Mr. Dawson), for
the production of the pak-nt for, the appointment
to certain offices, I know. not how the production
of that patent, and the laying it on the table of
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the House, can have the cfieet of satisfying his
anxiety, unless it be, according to the old Cam-
bridge problem, that the masts and guns of the
ships being given, and dividing by the men, you
may get at the name of the captain. [ hope the
honourable gentleman may now perecive that he
cannot suceced in putting me one of temper, and
that the House will be now permitted to recur to
the order of the day.

After “Mr.Peel and Sir F. Rurdett had severally al-
dressed the House in vindieation of the propricty of their
réxpeetive conduet, the former in withdrawing from the
present Administration, the later in suynorting it.

S E Ksavrensen animadverted severely upon the
extraordinary cireamstanee of the right honenrable gentle-
man (Mr. Canning) at the head of His Majesty’s Govera-
ment declining to snswer questions put to hisn respecting
the principles and formatisn of his Administration, and
leaving  the  honeurable and  learned  gentleman (M.
Rrongham), fo answer $hose questions for him. . .

Mi. Caxxina then rose, and said :-—1 hope
that the House will permit me to say a very
few words in reply to the very didactic spece!
of the henourable baronet who has just firvoured
the House with lds opinions, and in expluna-
tion of my observation upon a former wcca-
sign.  The speech of the honourable© barenet
refers principally to the reception which 1 have
wiven to a question addressed to me in the com.
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mencement of this debate. I do not object to that
question itself upon any. .considerytions connected
with its object; hut I must take leave to say that
I have never known, in the whule of my parlia-
mentary experience, thosc rules which courtesy
points out, and which convenience sanctions, to
have been violated to so great a degree by any
member of this 1{ouse, as in that instance. Upon
the understanding that the answer is to be a mere
matter of courtesy, it somcetimes does happen
that a member, without any previous votice, asks
leave to puta brief question to the Minister, upon a
subjectof pressing importance. Such [have (speak-
ing from my own recolleetion and expericnee) al-
ways understood to be the course ; but I never, 1
repeat, recollect any instance of a (uestion without
notice being accompanied by a speech such as we
have this night heard from the honourable member
opposite (Mr. Dawson). This was my impression,
and I have since consulted othery, who declare it to
be theirs also, and pronounced to'be a correct one.

‘That any honourable member, under the pr(.tencc
of asking a question, should scize the opportu-
mty of introducing a motion, and that motion too
thrust ﬁ)rward in the middle of agother motion of
great and paramount importance,—the business of
the evening,—and "the discussion upon which the
House was most anxiously awaiting, is, however,
I repeat, a circumstance altowethu' unprecedented
in the annals of. Parliament. To that question
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thus put to me, and under these circumstances,
[ applied my abservation, when I said the attempt
was only calculated to excite disgust. There is
a;consequence, too, resulting from it which the
honourable gentleman does not foresee ; and that
is, that no Minister, it such a course be pnrsued,
will feel himself bound to answer questious at all,
of which ample and regular notice ix not given.,
The bonourable member made it a matter of com-
plaint against me, and alleged it an a reason for
his edndutt, that I was not in my place at the
Jtime he expected, and when be wixhed his ques-
tion to be answered.  But did not the honourable
gentleman recolleet it was usnal, in such cases,
to have the courtesy to give some notice of a
members intention?  If he had given me
the slightest intimation that he intended’ to
put any question to, me, it ccrtainl): would
have brought me down instuntly to give a reply;
but, even then,. ¥ might have felt not a litJe
surprised at the comrse pursued by the honourable
member—a course so absurd and so inconvenient
that any onre must sce it could not for a moment be
tolerated. [ rejoice, Nir, however, that the stand-
ard of ‘opposition is at length unfurled .in this
House. Such an®act is, t0 me, worth a thousand
professions of qualified ncutrality. In whatever
nind the feeling of oppo‘silion lurks, let it come
bold]y forth, and boldly ,will I meet it. , There
have ‘been one or two questions put to me—I trust

vV  OL. VI. R . .
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the ITouse will extend its indulgence to me, while
I briefly answer them.  [-am asked what I mean
to do on the subject of parliamentary reform?
Why, 1 say-—to oppose it——to.oppusv it to the
end of my Iife in this House, as hitherto 1 have
done. T am asked what I intend to do respecting
the repeal of the Test and Corporation Acts? My
_answer is—-to oppose it too. It has happened by
some accident that the Test Act is one of the few
subjects upare which it has never yet been my lot
to pronéunce an opinion fully in this Housc'; but
I have an opinion upon it, and I do not hesitate
to declare it. [ think that thes exertions of the
Legislature ought to be directed to the redress of
practical and not theorctical gricvances. 1 think
that any meddling with the Test Act—of which
the alleged gricvances are comparatively theo-
retical—might tepd to prejudice that great ques-
tion, (the Catholic Question) which is attended
with real practical and pressing gricvances to
those whom the present laws reldting to it affect,
and the success of whichT have most truly at heart.
I will, thercfore, oppose the repeal. Thope L have
spaken out. [ hope T have made myse)f clearly
understeod. As to the charge brought aghinst me
by the honourable hdronet (Sir E. Knatchbull),
that the Government, when called upon to give
an angwer upon the subjcet of its composition and
its policy, left the answer to those who had no
apparent interest 1n the question, or connection
with it.  Sir, I deny the charge. [ say, without
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hesitation, that the accusation is untrue. {did
not shrink from the question.* The question to
which the honourable baronct adverted was not
addressed to me.” 1 never have shrunk—I never
will shrink—from explanation or defence, whether
the charge preferred against me, be conveved in
the avowed hostility of the oped and manly foe,
or in the not less dangerous insinuation of the

disavowed opponent.
[-\Mfter some further converzation, the Hagese adjourned. ]

* FINANCE COMMI'TTEF.
MAY 7th, 1727,

Mur. Maneeny said, that it he might venture to ask ro
much of the right honourable gentleman (Mr. Canning), or
rather to urge it to him as a suggestion, he would racommend
to him most strongly, 1o frane a Committee, carly in the
next session of Parliument, to inquire into the financial

situation of the counyry?

" M. Caxxine.—Althwugh it was cerfainly my
intention not to be provoked 1o take any puart in
this discussion, uarising on extrancous matters, 1
am yet, yiot provoked indeced, l).ut induced, Nir by

* The question here welverted o wos one callitig upon Sir F.%or-
dett and other members of the late opposition, to explun add fustity
the grounds of their coalition with Mr. Canning, to whpm they were
opposed on many imporkat points, "The misapprebension of Sir
L. Kugzehbull arase from supposing Mr. Canning was ealleg upon 10 )
explaineand justity his coalition with them.—EDITOR,

R2
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the speech of the honourable member for Abing-
don, tg address a few words to the 1Touse, on the
MleC(.t to which he has called my attention. I
am pleased also with the opportunity of answering
the honourable member who SpOEO last, and of
answering him on what he is courteously pleased
to say,—he does not put to me as a question,
but as a recommendation only, and, in respect to
which, the ouse, I think, may probably he glad
to hear me sstate my present intentions.  Now,
Sir, it is undoubtedly my intention to propose,
carly in the next session of Parliament, a Com-
mittce of Finance, similar to {hose committees
which were appointed three several times in Mr.
Pitt’s administration; after him, in 1807, during
Mr. Perceval’s government ; and again, in' 1807, on
the motion of Lord Bexley. It is my intention to
propose such a copmittee, and to subumit to its con-
sideration the whole state of our revenue. I ought
in justice to add, that’it wasfully the intention,
during the last session of Parliament, of my right
honourable, now my noble friend (Lord Gioderich)
to lay before this [louse such a proposition, and
that intention would have been executed, had not
public events taken so extraordinary a course, as
to driye him at that time from~his purposec; and
had not the state of the country been subsequently
such gs to preclude any immediate expectation of
bringing such a measure to a successful issue. 1
am the rather glad that the measure was-post-
poned.. because, without desiring by this state-
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ment improperly to raise the hopes of the
country, I do fecl justified in saying, that its con-
dition is gradually, slowly, but pereeptibly im-
proving. Under these circumstances, whatever
may be the ultimate disposition of this House
after we have lnoked our financial situation fully
in the face, and after this committec shall have
brought its labours fully to a close, T shall best
discharge my duty, and best consult the interests
of the country. by avoiding, this yeary all resort to
extraordindry measures, and by shunning every
thing which would promote agitation or excite
speculation of an¥® kind in the community, [The
right honourable gentleman concluded by giving
notice, t!mt carly on a future evening, he would
bring forward the Budget for this year.]

CHANGE IN TIIT. ADMINISTRATION.
. 9 ' ’
o« MAY 11th, 1827,

Sik T. Lernsmince  this day withdrew the notice
which he had given of his intention of opposing the ~up-
pliess and jn the course of some observations upon the
change in Wdministration, took oceasion to ask Mr. Can-
ning what was his insention respecting the filling up of
certain situations in the Government ? and whethek, pre-
viously to his having reevived the King's commayds 1o form
a Ministry, he had entered into negocintions with the W higs?

» fn o em——e .

. .
Mg: Caxninag spoke to the following cffect :
—I1t is not my intention, Sir, on this occasion to
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detainthe House many minutes; but as the honour-
able baronet rose professtdly to put two questions
to me relative to the state and formation of the
Administration—though his ardour carried him, in
so doing, into a wider range of topies than 1 dare
say he originally contemplated—.and as the honour-
able baronet had the usual courtesy to acquaint
me heforehand that he had these uestions to ask,
I shall certainly answer them in a different tone
from that which L adopted in replying to those
which were put to mein a hostile manuer, and with-
out any previous notice. I wish to miake this dis-
tinction clear, because 1 am anxious to have that
conduct of mine, to which the honourable baro-
net refers on a former night, thoroughly under-
stood.  Before, however, 1 proceed to answer
his questions, let me give him one caution.  The
honourable barvtiet’s cspeech, so far from being
contined to asking a question or two, was rather
like a specch intended to lay“the basis and foun-
dation of a wide debate. 1 it be a part of his
tactics to draw me into a speech in reply to his
questions, in order that I may be precluded from
again taking part in the debate, and vindicatinn'
Juyself -from any ammadveruons that” may be
made, upon me, I teil him, that in what T am
now ahon{gt to say, I shqll not consider that T have
exhausted the privilege of the Ilouse. Tke
amount of the two grains of questions hidden
in the honourable baronet’s bushel of de¢lama-
tion secms te be this :—in the first place, hc asks
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substantially what is the condition of the Gt‘cru-
ment, particularly with, the view to the filling up
ol certain situations? My answer to this question
shall be plain, and 1 hope courteous, but 1 am
afraid not satisfactory to the honourable baro-
net.. The same question has been pot - this
cevening to my right honouralde friend (Mr. N.
Bourne), and his answer having been unsatis-
factory to the gquerist by whom it was propounded,
and notice having been given by 3 honourable
gentivmia (Mr. Beaumont) of a formal djscussion
upon this very point, neither now, nor on any
future day, until that motion is brought forward,
will T utter one word upon the subject. That

has, in'a plain and manly way, declared —and |
thank him for it—his determination to put arz end
to the disgusting mode-~luse the word advisedly
- the disgusting nm(l(-, i u-p(-al. in which great
questions are, pight after night, brought belore
this House. 1 thank the horourable gentlenian
for the opportunity he will aftord Government to
cxplain itsell; and for that debate | will reserve all
I have to say.  Neither courtesy, nor tawits shall
extortfrom meone single syllable till that pmmlw(l
motion comes forth.  The sccond question, ¥hith
is much the more important one, is to thi$ effect ;
,~= Did any negociativn exist between those
honourable members* by whose .sllplml't  am ho-
nmned and mysclf; for ‘their coming into’ oftice at,

* The Lue Opporition
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durh.,q', or about the-time of the dissolution of the
structure of the old Goveinment 2] Though the
honourable baronct has so strong an aversion
to monosyllables—though ¢ Yes” offended him
the other day, T hope, he will now take «“ No” a
a satisfactory and inoffensive answer. I should
not do justice to athers, however, if' [ omitted to
say that 1 did know that in the event of my being
placed at the head of the Government, I should
have an accesgion of strength, not by the general
admissiqn of a great party to office, but by the
disinterested support of some individuals of that
party. On their part, it was directly contrary to
a bargain for office. T received, unsought, a
communication which assured me that there were
some individuals, few in number, but véry im-
portznt by their weight and character, who were
disposed ‘to render me cordial, but expressly dis-
interested suppmt I should do them an act of
unpardonable injustice H 1 concealed the fact,
that when I was driven to straits in‘the formation
of a Government, and when ‘the question arose
. as to their introduction to office, it originated with
me, and not with them. 1 have anbwered this
question plainly, and Ihope satisfactorily.
Thtre was oné observation made by the ho-
nourablé baronet, on which I caunot refrain from
making apzls:am'lr comment. The honourable baro-
net seenis to think it most utraordmary that any
person should support a Government of which I
am at the head, who agrees with me only as to the
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Catholic Question, and differs with me as to.ér-
liamentary Refosm.  Ln amother part of his speech
he had the goodness to say, that for twenty
years, during which he had observed my public
conduct, he had looked upon me with respect,
and he said also with confidence. Now, I differ
from the honourable baronet on hoth these sub-
jects; and if he will look back to a particular
night in the year 1822, which 1 well remember,
when 1 brought forward my motion for the relief
of the loman Catholic Peers, the honourable baro-
nct w ill find his present principle contradicted
by his former practice. On that occasion, he
cautioned the ITousc not to be led away by my
powers of persuasion, to any agreement with me,
for that he himself bad unwarily been led away to
vote against parliamentary reform, of which he was
the advocate, by a speech of, ming a few evenings
previously.  Yet this was the honourable gentle-
man who, in the casts of parts for this night; was
selected to express his surprise that 1 could act
with any persons, or ‘they with me, when they
differed from me as to those questions. T take
not the smallest offence, however, at any thing
said by tlmt honourable gentleman. T megt lu:~.
courtesy with an equal degree of courtcsy on my
part. I am bound to give answers to thase qucs-
tiops only which relate immediately to the’conduct
of the Government to which I belong ; but I, shall
always, be ready, when they may think fit to
attack us, to meet either the honourable baronet



250 NEWSPAPER STAMP DUTIES BILL.

ur\his friend. [Mr. Beaumont, to whom this ter
was applicd, signified his disapprobation of it.]
1 beg pardon, really, if 1 have given offence, but
I meant nonc; I called then friends, because they
are aiming at a similar purpose. I repeat, as my
attention is again called to the honourable gen-
tleman (Mr. Beaumont), that I thank him for the
opportunity he has promised me of explaining
fully and completely the high subjects of political
interest tos which he has referred, instead of
wastifig their importance in daily driblets of dis-
cussion, which can have no uscful result or satis-
factory termination. -

After some further discussion on the late changes, the
Iouse proceeded to the Order of the Day.

NEWSPAPER STAMP DUTIES BILL.
JUNE 15, 1527,

e —

Mu. IIume moved for leave to bring ina bill to repeal
the Newspaper Stamp Duties® Bill, (66 Geo. 3, ¢. 9.) sub-
jectipg certain publications to the duties of stamps on
newspapers.  (‘he objeet and the policy of, this bill will
bc found duquomlv detailed in Mr, Canning’s speech on
“the Newspaptr Stamp Duties’ Bill-in the fifth volume of
the present collection. )

The AzToRNEY-G ENERAL (Sir J. Scarlett) opposed the

n]utlﬂ’n . .

Mg. CaxyiNe then rose, and spoke ~to the
following cffect : —Although my honourable and



NEWSPAPER STAMP DUTIES BILR. 251
[ 4

learncd friend {the Attorney-General) has already,
1 helieve, dispised of the question, and although
he has left me bug little to say upon the subject,
vet, Sir, as 1 am anxious to state the grounds upon
which it is my intention to resist the motion of the
honourable member for Aberdeen (Mr. Hume), 1

will trouble the House with a few words.  If, Sir,

it be a binding rule that every member who has op-
posed any particularmeasure inits progress through
this House, is hound to continue thitt’opposition,
and to support the repeal of that measur’ after it
has passed into a law, the incvitable consequence
must be, as the Honourable gentleman concludes,
that a partial change in the Administration ought
to produce a partial change in measures, and that
a total change in the Administration ought to pro-
duce a total change in measures, and that all pre-

ceding statutes shonldbe saveptsaway. But Sir,

the application of the honourable gentleman’s (Mr.

Hume) argument  my honourable and learned
friend, in his capacity as a membur of this Iouse,
is about as reasonable as another argument, which
might be applied to him in a capacity in which he
SUrpasscs all other men,—in that bf an adv ucate.

The argument ix, that when you, have *oncg en;
gaged to exert your reasoning powers in defend-

ing a particular cause, although the jury may have
decided against you, and although the judge may
havo declared his conviction of the correctness of
their'verdict, and although the country may have
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repeated and ratified the (}ccree, I will, neverthe-
less, bind you down to"the sentimcuts which,
upon that occasion, you have professed ; 1 will
hold you to your opening speech, and call upon
you to repeat the opinions, which, in the discus-
sion of the subject, you delivered, for the purpose
of producing a particular decision. With respect
to the Act which we are now called upon to repeal,
I will say, Sir, that if our expericnce of it is to go
for nothings—if its fixedness as a statute is to go
for mnothing—if the acquiescence of {he ‘whole
country, from onc end to the other, in its justness
and expediency, is to go for nothing—if the obli-
vion of the whole country, the utter oblivion of
the circumstances under which it was passed, i

to go for nothing--1 can at once pereeive and
acknowledge the expedicncy and the necessity
of repea'ling that Act; butif not, Sir, 1 conceive
that nothing can be more preposterous than the
dgsire that we should’ o batk; and call for its
repeal, because it was vehemently opposed at its
enactment. 1f, Sir, the operation of this Act had
been found oppressive, or inconvenicnt to the
public; if it had disappointed the just hopes re-
p_cctjﬁg Jt that were cntertained ; or if, it curing
evils of one descriptioi, it had produced evils of
another descnptlon, and of greater magnitude, I
should at once perceive ‘the necessity for complyr
ing thb the desirc which has bcen expressed ;

but, under the existing circumstances, I cannot
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but see that itis impossible.  And now, Sir: fiter
what has fallen drom me'with respeet to the repeal-
ing of this Act, do 1 mean to say, that because
certain acts arc in our statute ook, they are also
to be immortal ; no, Sir—but what I mean to say
is, that the question of repeal must stand simply
upon its own gronnds, without® reference to the
opposition which the measure may have originally
encountered, or to its success.

The question now before us, Sir, is not what the
nature; or® what the quality, or what the.degree
of opposition to the passing of the measure may
have been, but whether there bein the law itself
any thing positively noxious-—whether there be
in its operation any thing so ahsolutely mis-
chicvous, and intolerably inconvenient, as to make
it imperative upon Parliament, at this predcise
moment, to decide upon its repeal. In févour of
this procecding, it has been argued, that because
there existed a sysfem of laws, some of ‘which
were perishable, those that were pemhable
ouo'ht to communicate their mortality to the rest.
Now, Sir, really this argument is so extraordinary,
and so inaccessible to my judgment, that I know
not how to deal with it. If, Sir, all these laws
had been made together, and if one of them had”
been afterwards repealed, and we were then
cglled upon to repeal all those that remamed the
casc would be widely different. But, Sir, in the -
preseat instance, Parliament judged, after mature
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dcli\»eration, and after hearing arguments upon
every side, that some of these Acts should he per-
petual, while others, which had been rendered
necessary merely by circumstances of a tempo-
rary nature, ought to cxpire with those circum-
stances from which they had dcrived their Eivch.
With respect to those intended to be permanent,
Parliament anticipated that  difficultics might
continue to cxist, or might, alter an interval,
arise againy and, thercfore, to avoid the necessity
of again framing such, were anxious' thit they
should remain upon the statute book; and, Nir,
T will now ask the House, is 4here any thing so
outrageously objectionable in this law at least?
Are we loudly called upon by the voice of the
country to repeal it?  Why, Sir, the voice of the
colintry never was so silent. If you wanted to
obtain the popular opinion, upon the subject, you
would be obliged to travel from one end of the
gountry to the othery and«cd! the people that
such a law cxists. And I will say, Nir, that a
more wanton attempt at m{nccessary excitement
is not to be found in the whole history of parlia-
me.nhrv prucecdings.

L shall now say @ few words with rc;pc‘.t to the
llbcrt} of the press, antl the efféct which this law
is supposed to excreise upon it; and I will ask, Sir,
if a foreigner whohad, for the first time, placed hjs
foot upon this soil—or eyen if an Englishman, who
had been for (we will say), ten years absent from
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home, was called upon to state what he consideted
to be the peculiar grievance under which welabour,
would he answer, *¢ Why nothing now is printed,
nothing is said of any body by the press—there is
a total stagnation of satirical jokes, of sarcasin
anilander ; there is no freedom of opinion ;
every body abstains from animbdversions upon
private  character—-cvery thing is sleeping or
dead. The press is broken up—* it’s occupa-
tion’s gone;’ there is no snch thing new as type
and pagler P-—Now, Sir, [ will just beg of you
to consider for a moment, what is the great
gricvance of whivh the honourable gentleman
{Mr. Tlume) complains; and what is the end and
objeet of the measure he proposes; and we will
then see how the vacuum, which he laments so
decply. can be supplied.  With this view, Nir, et
us observe, what deseription of publications it is
that thix Iaw is calculated to prevent. In the
first place, they mast be’blasphemous.  Well,
let us have l)l?lsphc!m)us publications by all
means.  In the second place, they cannot exceed
two sheets. Let us, then, have two-shected
blasphemous publications.  In the next plage,
the authdr must value the produce of his Jbrains
under six-pence. " Well, Nir, then let us lnv

blasphemous, two-sheeted, under-sl\penny. pub-
lications. The honpurable gentleman opposcs the
prevention of them upon,gencral principles;- he
declares that prevention to be productive of a
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gre"at defect; and to supply this great, and me-
lancholy, and deplorabie defect,she calls upon all
parties—upou those who had opposed, and upon
those who had supported the measure which
he deprecates—to lay their hands to the hal-
lowed work of restoring to the cye of daw.iifose
blasphemous, fwo-shected, vile-priced publica-
tions.

Thesc are the cssential qualities required to
bring a publication within the mecaning of the
Act—mnamely, blasphemy, the size of *twd sheets,
and the value of less than six-pence.  These are
the three objects which the «Act is intended to
repress, and by which the honourable member’is
of opinion that the general liberty of the press has
becn extinguished. To be sure, blasphemy is of
a‘most volatile, changeable cssence; but if any
man wished to lay his hand upon that which
restrained it, and was desirous to restore the free-
,dom of the press, the' ohject was not ditficult to
attain. I believe, Sir, I can inform the honour-
able member that there is a short course of pro-
ceeding. Let any gentleman, who is blas-
pherhously disposed, and who has a stock of
} bh.a'spbemy upon-hands that he is anxious to dis-
pose_of—let him to the two sheets add & third—
let him, instead of an interval of twenty-six days
between ‘publication, take eight-and-twenty days
—let 'him “ screw his courage to the stjcking
place,” and instead of sixpence, charge sixpence-
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halfpenny, and he will evade the law. In’fact,
Nir, the only jersons who would derive any, the
least henetit I'ron'l the repeal of this law, would
be those who, with a disposition to blaspheme,
were yet cither too modest to think of publishing
“Mose_than a second sheet, or possessed too
tender a regard for the pockets® of the public, to
venture upon. adding the additional halfpenny,
which would free them from the prohibition under
which they arc restrained.  Tor myysclf, Sir, T
must say? that notwithstanding what has fallen
I'rum the honourable gentleman opposite, 1 do
“not consider the grievance to be one of first-
rate magnitude, nor one under the infliction of
which the people of England are made to writhe
at ])r(‘s‘t‘;lt I do not think, Nir, that there is at
this momeut that great deficieney of gross aljuse
and unlicensed vituperation, which w ‘ould render
it necessary for us to open a new sluice, by the
repeal of this Acn 1 sy I do not think this
necessary, but at the same time, T will also
declare my conviction, that there never was a
period at which really uxeful information was cir-
culated at so cheap a rate, or at which, by ¢onsc-
quence,’ it was o widcly diffused amangst the
lowest classes in society. This, Sir, lcunsulm the
peculiar characteristic of thesc times, and in
this I conceive they ditfer from those in®which the
Act was passed. By thiy Act ail the ad\'?nt'\geq'
that can result from a frecdom of publication are
VOL. VI. s
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left ‘untouched, while it is purged from its gross
impurities ; and, Sir, higil’ly valuing, as I do, the
press, as the source of wholcsome information, and
of useful and salutary knowledge, I shall conclude
by cxpressing my hope and trust, that the House
will never consent to poison the healihful strzam,
by letting out a stream of vile pollution which has
happily been dammed up.

The House divided,

For Mr. ITume’s motion . . . ., 1Q
Agamstit . . . . . . . . . 10

Majority agaiyst it 110

THYE BUDGET.

. JUNE 1st, (827,

Ma. Cannine moved the order of the' day for the House
resolving itself into a Committee of Ways and Means.

The Sreaxer having left the Chair, at half-past five, the
House resolved itsclf into a committec,

Mr, CanniNG then” addressed the committee
(Sir: Alexander Grant in the Chair) to the follow-
ing effect:—The task, Sir, which it is this day my
duty to perform—difficult as it must be, ynder
any circumstances, to a person who undertakes,
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for the first ume, to dlsch'u'nrc it—is certainly not
lightened by the consideration that the picture of
our financial situation, which I have to present to
the committee, is not one of ungualified pros-
.N.nty. Undoubtedly, Sir, a sombre complexion
has been thfown over the wholg of that picture,
by the dark spots which have settled on particular
parts of it—and have in some quarters made a
deeper impression, perhaps, than will be war-
ranted,, either by the opinions of this commlttcc,
or of thc most intelligent obscrvers out of this
Wouse ;—for it is a consolation to me to find, that
the nearer one approaches, and the more accu
rately one looks into it, the more ground one sces
to hope that that complexion has been, in the
opinion of the public, exaggerated. If there are
grounds upon which we must admit that there is
much to lament, and mach to repair, in our pre-
sent condition, there are, nevertheless, grounds
for anticipations of it$ certain improvement. The'
financial situation of the country at this time, is
assurcdly one which requires to be looked at with
a steady and scrutinizing eye; but in proportion
as that scrutmy is minute and accurate, I am
happy to think thag we shall find in it the justi-
fication of sanguine hopes, that the result will be
neither distant nor dishcartening. .

With no other preface, Sir, than this, (and I lope
it will be taken, at least, as‘a proofof the sineerity
with which I am disposcd to deal on this subject
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with the committee), I proceed to state, in the first

instance, what was our precise fitancial situation
at the end of the last year;—secondly, to combine
and compare, as has becn the habit of my noble
friend, (Lord Goderich) my predecessor in this
office, that one year with several years pre-. x‘mtr
—and, lasly, to suggest the provision to be made
for the current year, and to state the grounds upon
which T feel myself authorised to look forward with
undiminishéd confidence to the future.

Now, Nir, in stating the first and” sceond of
these heads—namely, our situation at the end of
the last financial year, and our situation at the end
of the ycar, combining and comparing it with the
three preceding years—I shall go upon data, which
every honourable gentleman who has looked to
those papers which have lately been laid upon
the table of the House,  will be able at once to
correct and verify. With respect to the third and
“fourth points—namely, the proyision to be made
for the present year, and. the prospeet for the
future — I can only appeal to the existence of
those impressions of which [ have alrcady spoken,
and to the declaration I have already anade as to
the sinterity avith which I mean to deal’ with the
committee on these matters, to obtain ‘from the
committee their beli¢f that it is nut my intention
either to keep back any thing which ought to «be
brought forward, or torcarry them into any subject
which it would be wrong to introduce, and,‘finally,
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to assure them that 1 shall press upon theidy no
opinion which ,[ ‘do not honestly and sincerely
entertain myself.
To begin, then, Nir, with the first head to which
I propose to call the committee’s attention, namely,
thesdinancial situation of the country at the end of
the year 1826, At the end of the year 1826, after
balancing the income and expenditure of that year,
there remained an actual surplus of income towards
the charge of the Sinking Fund of £1,000.000.
The amomit applicable by law to the Ninking
Fund was, however, for that vear, £5.500,000,
There was, therelore, an apparent deficieney in
this respeet of £4,500,000. 1 say, Nir, *¢ an
apparent deficicney,”™ beeause from that deficit
are to bt deducted two sums which go con-
siderably to reduce its amount.  The first, of
these sums is the ageregate of advaneos made
from the Exchequer Fund! andCr several Acts of
Parliament, cither for publie works in Great Bri-
tain and Ireland, or for the purchase of beneficial
interests, which are nbt only likely, but certain, to
make a more than adequate return to the puablic.
It is quno vbvious that sums laid out in this
manner.and for the repayment of which * the
claims of the revenue arc available and outstimd- -
ing, arc not items from which can fairly he in-
ferged the c-lml'u.ter of dhie expenditure of any
parucular year. This aggregate of advances,
arises, in part, on the balance of advances over
repayments which touk place in that ycar, to the
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amwint of £1,200,000. The particulars of these
advances are stated in 2 paper which has becn
laid before the House ; and I will, thercfore, spare
the time of the committee, byhot detaining them
unnecessarily upon the contents of a document to
which every honouruble gentleman has acegy-,
and upon which he may immediately satisty “him-
sell. To this balance of advances over repay-
ments, then, is to be added another sum, arising
out of the circumstance, that in the course of 1826,
there were other over-payments of thig kind ; or
payments on account of expences not ineurred in
that year, but defraycd out of its income, and
which were made in amount to another £1,200,000.
The items of this amount also are to be found in
another paper, which has been laid upon the
table. These two sums of £1,200,000 each, heing
deducted from the £4,500,000 that I have before
stated as the déficiency of that year, upon the
amount applicuble by.law to the Sinking Fund,
dccrease the amount of suche dcﬁclency to
£2,100,000. <

Such, then, Sir, was the state of our finances
at the end of the last year ; but, before we take
thaf as the mcasure of the financial ability, still
emore, béfore We take that as. the proof of the
financial embarrassments of the country, it will
be fit and proper for me to resort to that process
.to wlfich, as I have before said, my noble pre-
decessdr constantly resopted—that of combining
the particular year with the preceding ycars, of
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taking an average upon the whole, and of dravang
an inference fronr the aggregate amount of income
and expenditure. Sir, it is now just four years
since the Sinking’ Fund was laid on its present
more simple basis. These four years, therefore,
‘zeem naturally to form that period which it is
proper*to combine, in order to grrive at a general
result, or average, in the first instance.

Now, taking these four ycars, 1823, 1824, 1825,
and 1826, the results are as follow:

Th« tatal income was £229,204,26 i','or, m round
numbers, £230,000,000.

* The expenditure of the same years, exclusive
of the Sirking Fund, was £209,242,184, or say,
in round numbcrs again, £210,000,000.

The surplus of income, after providing for ad-
vances, &c. for those four years, which remained
towards the appropriation to be made to the
Sinking Fund, was £19,962,077; say as before,
£20,000,000.

The total aggrcgat(. income of the four years
therefore was something: less than £230,000,000,
namely, £229,204,261. The total expenditure
of the four years was somewhat less, than

210,000,000, namely, £209,242,184. The ‘sur-
plus remaining towards the %kag Fuia, there
fore, was almost within a fraction of £20,000,000.

+ The amount of Sinking Fund, which yas by law

applicable to the National Debt, during the same,

four’ ycars, was about £21,227,675; leaving an
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app\ar;g:nt deficiency, upon the whole of the four

years, of ificome applicable to the djscharge of the

whole expenditure of the country (Sinking Fund

included), of £1,2635,688: buty against this ap-

parent deficiency arc to be placed, as I have

before taken the liberty of pointing out, two supe-
appearing on the accounts for those years! “For

thesc—the amounts of advances made from the

Exchequer, under different Aets of Parliament,

cither for loans or for public works, or for bencfi-

cial purchases, and of which the publie aze in

possessi.un as available sccurities ;-—these, as I

contend, it would be unjust to consider as form-’
ing part of the expenditure of the particular year

in which they occurred.  The amount of' excess of
advances beyond repayment during the fotir years

in question, was £2,371,588.  From this amount

deduct une million and a quarter, or, to speak

‘more precisely, £1,265,58%, the excess of expen-

diture in the same four, years, including Ninking

Fund; and there remains upon those four years,

of real surplus income, an athount of £1,105,900,

after defraying all expences, and providing for the

Sinking Fund for the same period as I have before

mentioned. I‘cor‘nc now to state what. is, of
gourse, matter of estimate— the income and ex-

penditxre of the present year. 1827—

€
L
[}

The estimated income of the country

for the year 1827, is........... ceevesenrees £54,600,b00

r
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The estimated expenditure, exclusive
of the Ninking Fund, i®......c.ceeeeenee. 51,764,000
The Sinking Fund, applicable to the
debt during the present year,
AMOUNES 0. ciiiiicreicinennnanensssssssarannenens 5,700,000

..
Add this Sinking Fund to the éxpenditure, and
the total demand for the expenditure of the pre-
sent year will be £57,164,000, being more than
the estimated income, (and, I am sqmry to say,
considera®ly more than two millions). Before I
come to consider this amount of expenditure, I
wish to deal with the general subject in the way
I have promised to the committee, and to give
to the House a view of what will be the result of
a companison of the current year, with the whole
of the four preceding years, supposing the whole
of this cstimate to be founded on dute as correct
as these on which the income and expenditure
of such preceding years kave been culculated.,
The income of the four years, severally ending on
5th January, 1823, 1824, 1825, and 1826, 1 have
already stated at £2:30,000,000; but as, in adding
the current year to this statement, it 1s necessary
to do so without taking any notice of Exchequer
advances and repdyments—as the adv ances and
repayments for this year, of course, cannot, at
present be looked to—1I omit in this stalement so
much, of the prccedmtr year’s income as accrued
from repa.yments of advances, and so much of its
expenditure as grew out of grants and loans.
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The income of the four ycars just named, there-
fore, cxclusive of advances 'and repayments,
amounted to £228,000,000,

The estimated income of 1837, is £54,600,000.

The total of the actual and estimated income of
those last four years, and this current yca’rf,'yd&cﬁ
together, will he£282,600,000.

The expenditure of the last four years, in like
manncr, exclusive of advances and repayments,
was £205,G67,000.

The expenditure of the present yeary exclusive
of the Sinking Fund, is estimated at £51,810,000,
making together, a total for the five ycars of
£257,477,000.

The difference between the aggregate of in-
come, for these five years, and the aghregate of
cxpenditure, we may take at £25,123,000, and
sometlring more.

The legal claim of the Sinking Fund, comes
next to be taken into consideragion,

The Sinking Fund by law amounted, in the
years 1823, 1824, 1825 and 1826, to £21,227,7063.
The same legal claim in the current year, is
£5,700,000, making in the wholec the sum of
£2°(.»'.92Z,763, anl consequently leaving a dcfi-
cichey of incdme on .the five years, to meet the
SinKing Fund required by law, of £1,804,763.

I beg the committet clearly to understand that
this €1,804,763 is the deﬁcien&y for the five yea'rs,
and is'not to be confounded with the defigiency,
under the same head, for the current year, and
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which is to he provided for out of its owh re-
sources. Why, then, before I come to deal with
the income and cxpenditure of the present year,
more partlcular]v, I would observe, that it ap-
pears from this retrospective view of our finances,
wat the total amount of deficiency of income, up
to the end of the current year, *as combined with
the results of the four preceding years, will be
something under £2,000,000 ;—a deficiency, say, of
£2,000,000,-—arising on an expendityre of nearly
£300,000,000, spread over a period of five ycars.
Sir, I do not at all mecan to say that, even at
“such a dcficicuey, this Louse and this country
should feel satisfied ; but, 1 confess that it is a
much smaller excess of expenditure over income
than my own apprehensions had been led to anti-
cipate—much smaller, I think, than it has breen
occasionally assumed to be by those who have |
devoted much of their attention to these matters ;
and much less thay it had been very generally
conccived to be.

T am, however, aware it may be said, that there
is a fallacy which pervades the whole of this esti-
mate, 1risjng from that head of these accoupts,
which is generally designated-by the npme of
dead-weight. * .

T thus allude to it, with no intention of men-
tioning it opprobrjously, bhut mercly hecause it
has become familiar to us all by that name. " But
I think, Sir, it is an entire mmtake to consider that
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operation, to whatever other objections it may be

liable on other accounts,*as in th¢ smallest de-

gree falsifying this estimatc—and, I will tell the

honourable gentleman (Mr. IIumc) who cheered

me just now, why, [ am perfeetly ready to admit

—and, indecd, the fact is perfectly notorious, and™
has long been coifecded—that that operation has
had the effect of obscuring and complicating the
public accounts. From that very circumstance,
perhaps, it las arisen, that this scheme has been
made te bear more of blame than reall§ bélongs
to it. But in this particular case, it has not only
not operated badly for the country, hut, in fact,
has proved of great advantage to it. The con-
tribution for the last four years, for the Commis-
sioners of Naval llalf-pay and Pensions, has
amdunted to £7,600,000; but, gentlemen must
.not forget that, when this plan was established,
yearly taxes, to the amount of two milkons
anmually, were repealed; and before it is as-
sumed, by any honourable member, that the addi-
tion of this £7,600,000 produces an exaggcralc;l
appearance of income—he ought, for his purpose,
to qumpare the produce of those contributions
with "what would have been the produce of the
taxes I 'speak of, which were répealed only be-
cause this system of contribution was imposcd.

The amourit, I say, of the taxes repealed at the
"same time that this contribution was established,
was something more than two millions per annum,
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and during the same period in which the’dead
weight contriBution ha¥ yiclded to the income of
the country, £7,G00,000, thesc taxes, if they had
continued unrepcaled, (which, by hypothesis,
would have been the case, inasmuch as the temp-
tation to the House to sanction the scheme of
that contribution was, the enaBling it to arrive at
the repeal of such taxes,) would have yiclded
about £3,210,000. No far, therefore, from the
account of the public income being  unthirly
swelled by the dead weight, that accountt shows
ca total of £640,000 less than it would otherwise
have amounted th, by reason of the dead weight
having been substituted for the taxes alluded to.
All thix, of course, does not affeet the merits of
that scheme in any other respeet—it does not
cure the scheme of the evils of that obs€urity and
that complexity whigh, as 1 bave statcd, it in-,
troduced into our accounts. But, of the charge
of inflaming the accounts of the income of the
country, and of giving a false view of our affairs,
that scheme is totally g auiltless; for T repeat, that
if that scheme had never been established, the
income of the conntry would have appeared, on
thesc accounts, £0640,000 on the aggregate better
than it actually does. This charge. or rat[ncr the
absence of this charg(,-—that is to say, the con-
ginuance of these taxes, if they had remained,
insscad of being repealed, and if the dead wengh%
had’® not been called to our aid — would have
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reduéed the general balance against the country
from £1,800,000 to £1,200,000. But this, Sir, is
not the opportunity at which,l shall enter into
the merits and demerits of that scheme generally.
I inust frankly own that I myself was not fully cog-
nizant of its merits or its demerits, until it became
my duty to look ‘into thesc accounts; and I am
perfectly sure that a like ignorance, or alike reck-
lessness, upon that subject, prevails among those
who have net directed their attention to it with
equal anxicty. But we must not blind ourselves
to this circumstance, that we have obtained from,
it, during the last four years,'very substantial
advantages. And when we revert, as, perhaps, we
may, at no distant time, to an examinption of
this point—when we come to reconsider the (ues-
tion‘of tliis scheme, we shall find that if it is not
.one of piain sailing, it.is not one, which has not
on each side compensating advantages and 'dis-
advantages. Assuredly, we shalf gain much, by
simplifying the national accounts;—we shall gain
more, perhaps, by the consciousness of mecting
our difficulties, whatever they are, full in the
face; but we shall do that, by the necessity of
taking up, in spmé shape or other, a part of the
burden, which we laid down when this scheme
was resorted to, and from which burden we have
been relieved during the last four years. I men~
tion thil, without pledgirg myself to any specific
measure, that, on my own part, I may feel it néces-
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sary to bring forward ; but as imploring only that
the TTouse will'not forget what they will have to
do, if they should return to that condition in
which they were when this scheme was ori-
ginated.

The committec will not have failed to observe,
that in all T have stated to them, 1 have as-
sumed, as a fixed point, the fact, if not the ex-
pedieney, of the expence of the Sinking Fund
—a fund which, by whatever name ryou please
to call i, whether Sinking Fund or Sinking
Expenditure, is to have the cffect of preserv-
ing national faith® and national credit, and en-
abling the country to meet the fluctuations of its
revenue, and to meet also any unforcseen cmer-
gencies in which it may unawares be placed.
The present year, Sir, affords examples of béth
these necessities ; it affords the pxample'of our
reventic suddenly falling off, and it affords, too, an
cxample of a particular foréign exigency coming.
on us unawarcs. And here I would wish the
House to consider what would be the situation of
a country which would so exactly square its
annual incqme with its estimated expenditure as
to leave o room for thesc emergercies, nor any
provision' (as every private gentleman is bouqd to
provide, by laying aside some part of his own_in-
come, for unforeseen casualtnes) to mcet claims
which, cannot be ecxactly anticipated. What
shouldbe the amount of the Sinking Fund, this
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is not the time exactly to discuss; but I confess it
has never occurred to ‘me, that% sum less than
five millions, on an expenditure of more than fifty
millions, is a proportion that, cither by our own
parliamentary experience, or looking to the ana-
logies of private life, can with prudence_be pro-
vided. Here, again, I beg not to be covsidered
as giving any decided opinion. 1 told the com-
mittee, at the ontset, that [ would declare can-
didly the considerations which have impressed
themselves on my mind 5 but this will b& a‘subject
for discussion in the year to come, and upon
which we shall have had the benefit, not only of
all the reflections of the intervening period, and
the expericence of current events, but shall look to
the aid of the proposed Finanee Committee.

"For Yhe present year, then, the question which
arises on the statements | have submitted to the
Committee —the question which they will hate spe-

.cifically to consider,'s, whether that deficiency,
which 1 have already stated in round numbers,
though it is now, and I think we have every pros-
pect of further proof of this hereafter, considerably
less than I have stated it at, whether that defi-
cicney should beprovided for by any extraordinary
megus, or Whether, finder the particular circum-
stances t)f this year, it may not be the more expe-
dient course to take a credit on the Consolidated

Fund, and leave it to,the year to come todeter-
mine what it may be necessary to do, of @ more
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decisive and more extraordinary nature. This is,
in other words,f coursé: a proposal to add to the
Exchequer Bills now outstanding.  And the first
question that arises on the suggestion of such a
proposal is, whether the amount of those Bills
now outstanding be such as will bear this hypo-
.
thetical accumulation, or whether it be such as to
render it dangerous to run the risk of going on te
increase it.  The price at which Exchecuer Bills
arc now sclling, is equivalent to a premium of
filty sHilllngs on every £100 ; that £100 producing
three per cent. per amnum, and such heing the
;’-romium. upon this statement at least there is no
appearance of an overstocked or a Jabouring
market. Then, Nir, as to the amount, the whole
amount of Exchiequer Bills now outstanding, is
£23,800,000. 'That amount would be imtreased,
supposing the whole of, the sum,,now apﬁurcni.l y
deficient, to remain deficient at the end of the
yvear—that is, suppoaing thé revenue to go on only,
at the rate at which it has during the four months
last past—supposing all the indications, T will not
say, Sir, of reviving prosperity, but of veviving
activity in commerce, which we heardrom all parts
of the country ——euppu\mq the infoymation on this
subjcct, which has been cominunicated to so pany
honourablc gentlemen to be quite Crroncoys - —
supposing, then, al] these prcrmws to ‘be tofally
fallacjous—supposing, in fact, the very worst, the
whole outstanding amount would be £26,700,000 ;
VOL. V1. T .



a7d - . THIT BUDGET.

but 1 think 1 may say, without even offering any
direct wuthority for the dsscrtion, that it is impos-
sible, from the various but congurrent information
which have reached so many honourable gentle-
men from all parts of the country; itis impos-
sible to belicve the two propositions T have sug-
gested—1 mean, that the progress of the revenue
will not be to be accelerated during the remainder
of the year, beyond the rate at which it has pro-
cecded durmg the last four months; and that the
deficieney in the public revenue will not be” dimi-
nished by the aceelerated ratio of improvement in
our commercial affairs. 1 say,tit is impossible to
belicve these two propositions, without entirely
disbhelieving all these accounts from all parts of
the country.  Why, then, Sir, 1 may consider
£233,()()U,c,(‘(), as the amount of outstanding bills at
the current year. Sappwse I were to rely on
that resource for squaring our acconnts it the
scnd of the year, L think T wa nvt too sanguine in
taking that asthe totalamount.  Now, £2i5,000,000
of outstanding Exchequer Bills is a less amouit
of such bills than cver was outstanding at any
perigd, as 1 am informed, in the histpry of this
countzyy during the last twenty years ; that is to
_say,, not the amount’ now outstanding, ‘but the
amount, such as it w ould be, if to the amount now
outstanding were added the deficiency of the pre-
sent year's income. But there is still angther
consideration, to which I have already partially
adverted, in stating the amounts of the incomes
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and expenditures of different years, and which it
is very matcrial that the committee should take
into its view aggregately, and consider its bearing
upon the whole. Of this £26,000,000 outstand-
ing Exchequer Bills, one-fifth, at least, is of a
totally difterent nature also from Exchequer Bills,
in the ordinary and general sense of the term.
The aggregate of advances in Exchequer Bills
which have been made by the Government, and
remain due to them now, is upwards of £3,000,000 ;
£5,( )Oﬁ,‘(‘)( 10 therefore, of this amount of Exchequer
Bills represent not the credit of the Government,
but advances for*public works, loans, &e.  They
are, in fact, available securities, and convertible
by the Government at their pleasure.  This cir-
cumstance, consequently, will reduce the amount
of outstanding Exchequer Bills, in theordinary
scnse of the word, even on,the most unfavourable .
supposition of our having to replace the whole
appareént deficichey of this year by that mode of
seeurity, to £21,000,000, which is, as 1 have said,
considerably less, of course, than has ever heen
their amount at-any period of that term of twenty
years whigh T have mentioned, being by £300,000
less thaid the sum [ have predieatgd as below the
average amount of such outstanding bills in ajl that_
period. . ~

. Under thesc circumstances, when I pgt to
myself the question, whether or not we gan run’
the risk, whatever that may he, of having to
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defray the deficiency in the income, to meet the
cxpenditure of the curr ent year, by an addition to
the now outstanding Lxchequier Bills of the
amount I have stated; and comparing this risk
with the possible efleet of uny other mode of pro-
ceeding for such dcﬂuuncv : | confess, Sjr, 1 am
strongly inclined to the course which T at first
suggested. The state in which the country is
now, appears to me to be one of a hopeful, but
not confirmed, convaleseence, and T do trust and
believe, that it will gather strength, and’ pmcecd
gradually to the reinstatement of its tormer power,
and fornier security=--1 mean, of dourse, its financial
sccurity—provided it be not, at this critical
moment, cither tampered with by the application
of any unnccessary remedies, or afflicted by the
shock of "y measnre which may divert it from
the healthful cowrse in which it now gradually,
but steadily, proceeds. 1 sce, Nir, also, indica-
#ons of an improving revenve. * [ am not sufti-
ciently sanguine to belieye that this improvement
will be great enough, for the present, to overtake
thc whole of the deficieney. A part, however,
of that deficiency | am sanguine enough to expect
spegdily to see eut' oft by natural means ; ‘and that

Jhope ave should be wrong to disappoint, by any

measures calculated to force results, that, by
bemg so forced, may defeat ity 1t will be wise
“for us to await the rcalization or the disappeint-
ment of that hope, before we decide on any ‘other
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course of action. If I were to decide for myself,
as to whether, [-should, adopt a course like this
which T advocate, without the advantage of pre-
viously consulting Parliament upon it, T should
unquestionably feel the responsibility of so pro-
ceeding too great for me to undertake.  But, Sir,
it is beeause 1 have the opportunity of stating in
this House, plainly and openly, the course itself,
and the motives which prompt it—it is becaunse
there is nothing of fraud or falschood in it—
nuthis of keeping back—nothing of concealment
--—nuthmg of a desire to represent things other-
wisc than as they are—that | have the courage to
express my conviction that in the present peculiar
sitnation of the country, it is better to wait and
to expeet, than imprudently to aid even her
financial progress. 1 have now opened, ,Sir,
rather these general principles whith ought to
guide us in our presént Situatfon, than entered’
into any particular details gonnected with it; and
I thiuk the pccuhm‘ character of the times justifics
me in having adopted such a mode of proceeding,
in preference to going into a multiplicity of such
details—into calculations of revenue—into galcu-
lations pf* trade—which might have only 2hore
perplexed a subject that, I am ihuch afrhid, my
inexperience in these matters has alrcady suffi--
ciently obscured. On the other hand, 1 tritst 1
Have explained, without much complication; that.
which it was my single object to make clear and
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perspicuous to the committee, as it sccmed better
to propound that single object to them distinctly
and intelligibly, than to carry them through a
succession of small items. Nothing now remains
for me to submit to the committec, but to state
the supply by ways and mcans ; as, according to
the principle which [ have just venturcd to lay
down, I propose providing, in no other way but
from a credit on the Consolidated Fund, for the
deficiency of the present year. The supplics
which have been voted for the current year,-cre as
follow :—

ArMY e .. £8,104,166
NaVY .ot e G, 125,500
Ordnance ....ccceeveeeeee ceceveveeeenes 1,649,917
Miscellancous ....ccceeeneernnnn. 2,273,001

‘Intorest on Exchequer Bills 620,000

Making an aggregate Of........ 18,865,217,

« In addition to this arhount, dbefore the rising of
Parliament it will be my duty to call on the Ilouse
for a vote of credit, the object of which I shall
then explain to the lHouse to be, to prepare for
any.uhforescen contingencies that may arise, rela-
tive to the army. *The accounts which have heen
laid on table, as to the' ways and mcans, show as
lollo_vy_,

Supplics of last ycar’s income........ £8‘20 0vo
Military and Naval Pctsions........... 4,155,000
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Dcbtfromthe East-Tndia Company, R

partly on account of their share

in the charge of Military DPen-

sions, &c., and partly on account

of Naval Expences in the East-

Indies during the late war............ 100,000
Dutics on Sugars and Pergonal

Estates ....oo. oo verreeeeranessreeninnns 3,000,000

And I also propose to move for a vote from the
conschidated fund to cover all deficiencies.  The
deficieney to be provided fur the yearis, altogether,

TL2,864,000. The vote of credit which [ must
move for, will e £500,000.  The main principle
on which the committee will have to decide, is,
whether, under all the circamstances of  the
country, it will be content, as 1°think the post
prudent course will be, to go on thug thrpugh the
whale of this year, not in’ irnofance, but with a°
perfect knowledye ul the sitnation of the country,
and, looking to the growing cilects of returning
prosperity ;—whether itwill udt e far better than
entering upon unadvisable and premature discus-
sion of every one of those great questipns of
finance, which await their dis¢ussion next ydar—
whether to go o in the path T Mave poifted out
will not be our wiser policy, rather than to run
thc risk of deranging the present cousse of udings,
without havi ing aﬁy corrcct means of judging what
the gHect of such derangément way be. B will be
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found,that the supply of this year excceds that
of the last, by about £800,000: {The difierence
or amount of that excess arises from two heads:
the army extraordinaries, and fhe vote of credit.
A great part of this sum must be referred to the
extraordinary demands of our army abroad. But
I am far from binding mysclf to say, that fo bring
back the expenditure of the country to the scale
of the expenditure of last year, is all that 1 should
expeet to be able to accomplish, or all that the
Government is inclined to do. 1 am afrakito in-
dulge in promises, because promises that are
made under similar circumstancgs, must, from the
naturce of things, be contingent on cvents which
we cannot controul ; because, too, they are always
cxaggerated by those to whom they are made,
and,, however they may be more than fulfilled by
the event, Tﬁuy, in some quarters, furnish matter
‘of crimination andl reproach. ‘
All 1 can say, therefore, is, that it is the fixed
determination of ITis Mujesty’s Govervment to
apply to these important subjects—the reduction
of the cexpenditure and the improvement of the
revenyc—their best and zcalous efforts, and to
call ‘on this House to council on thesé matters.
This+is" all thal, under existing circumstances,
the Tlouse can expect, or Ministers hope to
accoffiplish.. My decided opinion, in conclusion,
is, and 1 fecl that T ought to give it fairly
before Lsit down, that the course 1 recommend
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is the most expedicnt and the wisest. The country
is in a state "at’ preseht rather to be left to
itself’ than ceven to be aided in its return to pros-
perity. And if 1 entertain, as undoubtedly I do,
a sanguine hope that the time is not very far dis-
tant whon the prosperity of the country may be
more unéquiv ocally demonstrated than it has lately
been, I found that hope rather on its known in-
trinsic energics, and its iuhcrent, though not
now put forth, powers, than I do upon any indi-
cation® arising from particular circumstances,
which 1 could fairly turn to, as justifying that
“hope. [ would rather express what 1 feel on this
subject in other words than my own—in words
that T am surc the committee will pardon me, if
I rcad on'this occasion, in preferenge to submitting
the same views in any language that I cox. supply.
The speech I am aboyt to quote from was one
which beautifully described the cnergies of this
cmpm.. and the opegation of that spirit and enter-,
prlhe for which it is dlbtmgmshcd in communi-
cating the commercial activity and wealth of its
own people to the most distant regions.
The right honourable gentleman, then read the
following u;tract —

“ But there is still another cause, even‘more
safisfactory than these, because it is of*astill more
(.\tcnswe and permanent nature, that constant *
accumulation of capital, that continual tendency
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to inorcase, the operation of which is untversally
seen, in a greater or less proportich, whenever it
is not obstructed by some publi.c calamity, or by
some mistaken and mischicvous policy, butwhich
must be conspicuous, and rapid indeed in any
country which has once arrived at an advanced
state of commerefal prosperity. Simplc"and ob-
vious as this principle is, and felt and observed,
as it must have been in a greater or less degree,
cven from the carliest periods, I doubt whether it
has cver been fully devcloped, and sufficiently
explained—but in the writings of an author of our
own times, now unfortunatcly, no more, whose
extensive knowledge of detail, and depth of philo-
sophical research, will, I believe, furnish the hest
solution to every question connected with the
history e£_commerce, or with the system of poli-
tical cconomy. This accumulation of capital arises
from the continual application, of a part at least,
of the profit obtained in cach year, to increasc
the total amount of capital to he employed in a
similar manner, and with continued profit in the
year following. The great mass of the property
of the nation is thus constantly increasing at
compound intcrest ; the progress of which, in
any’ considerable period, is what, at first vicw,
\v011fd appear incredible. Great as have been the
effects of this cause altcady, they must be greuter
in futurc, for its powers arc augmented in pro-
portwu as they are excried. 1tacts witha velocity
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continually accclerated, with a force continaally
increased.

¢ Mobilitate viget, vircsque acquirit cundo.”

It may, indeced, as we have ourselves cxperi-
enced, be checked or retarded, by particular cir-
cumstandes—it may, for a timo, be interrupted,
or even overpowered ; but where there is a fund of
productive labour and active industry, it can
never be totally extinguished. In the season of
the sercrest calamity and distress, its operations
will still counteract and diminish their effects
“—in the first retyrning interval of prosperity it
will be active to repair them. 1f we look to a
period like the present, of continued tranquillity,
the difficulty will be to imagine limits to its opera-
tion. None can be found, while there exists
at home any one object of skill or industry short
of its utmost posublc perfection—one spot of
ground in the country, capable of higher cultiva-
tion and improvement, or while there remains
abroad any new market that can be explored, or
any existing market that can be extended. From
the intercourse of commeree, it will, in some
measure, participatc in the growth of other naﬁons,
in all the possible varicties of thcir situatibns.
The rudc wants of countrics cmerging from’ bar-
bansm, and the artificial and i increasirar dcmands
of luxury and reﬁnemcnt will equally open ‘new
sourcgs of treasure, and new ficlds of exertion in



284 THE BUDGET.

cvery statevof socicty, and in the remotest quarters
of the globe. Itis this principle which, I believe,
according to the uniform result of history and
experience, maintains in the whole, in spite of
the vicissitudes of fortune, and the disasters of
empires, a continued course of successive improve-
ment in the general order of the world.

“ Such are the circumstances which appear to
me to have contributed most immediately to our
present prosperity.”

The right honourable gentleman concluded
thus :— :

These words, Nir, arec Mr. Pitt’s; the autho-
rity cited is Dr. Adam Smith. He clearly says,
tlmt the amxhcatxon of phllosophy to politics
is not mnow'tnon. This was in 1792, and T, 'Sir,
am content to go back to 1792, and take those
words of Mr. Pitt into my own mouth, and pro-
«claim them to Parhament, @3 those which shall
be the guide and polar star of my political
course.



VOTE OF EREDIT--PORTUGAL.

JUNE 8th, 1827,

Mn. Carxxing* this day in a Committee of Supply
moved that the following gracious Message from the King
should be read :—-

“ Georce R. »
® ¢ His Majesty, decming it expedient to provide for any
additional cxpence which may arise on account of His
Majesty’s forces in Portugal, and relying ou the experienced
zeal and affpetion of his faithful Commons, trusts that they
will make provisions accordingly. “G. R.”

As soon as the Message was read, the right hénourable _
gentleman stated that the eauses which induced His Ma-
jesty to determine on sending Buitish troops to Portugal,
though diminished in their operation, still existed in sufhi-'
cient force to render the continnance of our army in Yor-
tugal necessary. The mere aet of sending out troops to
Portugal bad anticipated, met, and repelled the danger of
ruin which thrcatened that country. The.danger had been
repelled, nbt by actual hostilities, but by the mege presence
of British troops on the soil of *Portugal. Ilc would not
pretend to say that there had not been diﬂ"cfonqc:: and
variations of councils on the part of the Spmmish Govern-
ment, whichhad threatened the renewal of the same dangrers ;
but ht was now happy to stafe that the tendency of the
King of Spain’s councils was lvss dangerous, and that the
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country might look forward to a speedy adjustment of the
differences hetween the two Idngdnm's, ind the removal of
the causes of them. As to the 'Juurn of our troops in
Portugal, the House would perevive that it might be pru-
dent to keep them there, not only until the danger was
repressed, but until the probability of its recurrence was
prevented.  The prolongation of the stay of ,our troops
rested on the very same grounds as those on which they had
been sent there; and not upon any new causes, intentions,
or dispositions whatsoever.  These causes he had already
fully explained, and he would, therefore, at present, con-
clude by moving that a sum, not. exceeding £'500,000, be
granted to Ilis Majesty, to provide for any additional con-
tingent expences on behalf of the .Britiah forces in Por>

tugal.

* L ¥ » L] *

Mr. CaxniNG in reply to the observationy of several
speakers, declared that the expudition to ]‘urtu;,,ul had been
seit out to uphold existing institutions, and not to esta-
blish new onés; and assigned the existence of positive
treatics as the groumd for our interference in the case of
Portugal—whercas there was no treaty to warrant the
*interference of England in the intasion of Spain in 1823 —
he further stated that both, the English and Dortuguese
Comnmissariats were engaged in making disbursements,  If
in the course of this co-operation, a halance should appear
in .th'c accounts in favour of this country, to that amount
there would be a claim on Portugal. Ona former occasion,
such a’ halance ‘appearcd in favour' of England, and he
lwggt-d leave to remind the House that it had been most
luﬁiourably dlischarged. .

'l‘hc resolution was agreed to.



FINANCE COMMITTEE.

JUNE 12th, 1927,

Mg. TTeme, on the bringing up of the Report of the Com.
mittee of Ways and Means observed, that as the finan-
cial anfingements of’ the country had been put off until next
year, and as every thing was to be deferrad until the appoint-
went of a Financee ¢ mmmltcc next Session, it was necessary
the Touse should be mlurmc(l when that Commirtee was to
be appointed.  Honourable gentlemen were aware,  that
according 1o a rule recently established in that House, the
estimates were to be laid on the table about the 15th of
February; or, in other words, fmlrt(-on days *afier’ the
meeting of the House, which was grene mllv on or about the_

Ist of, that month.  1f the ( ()IIIlllltlL‘L was not to meet until
that time, then tlu-pruu.nl heavy expenditure of the country,
could not he reduced in'the interim.

. * * . & w

ITe now wished to know, whether it was the intention of
Ministers to call Parlinent together in November, in order
to appoint this Committee, so that they might have time to
make the hecessary Propnr'ttmn for thtir jnquirics?,

Mz, GaxyNine* said he was sure the IHouse \muld
agree with him in thinking that it was whollys lmpm-
sible to answer the Iummu.tl)lc member’s giestion, as to
when Ilis Majesty should be advised to convene Varkia-.
ment after the approaching prorogation—a questioh which,
he would venture to say, was unprecedented in that House.
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In objecting to this question, he wished to add, that he also
differed from the inference wiich the” hdnourable member
seemed to draw from the non-appointment of the Finance
Committee before next year ; namely,' that hefore that period
Ministers would not turn their minds to a reduction of ex-
penditure.  1Te assured the honourable member, that from
the moment they had time to turn their minds p the sub.
jeet, every reduction in their power should be made, without
waiting for the Committee; from the labours of which, how-
ever, when appointed, much might naturally be expeeted.
He hoped the honourable member would feel satisfied with
this balance between a refusal to answer his first quesson and
the inferenee which he seemied to draw from a supposition
that the Committee was not to be appointed  hefore next
February. )

Mz, ITene said, he was perfeetly satisfied with the
answer he had reccived 3 an answer which fully  justified
him in putting the question he had put to the Right 1Ho-
nourable.the Chaneellor of the Exchequer.

-
The Resolutions.were then agreed to, and leave given to
bring in a bill pursuant to them. :

PEOPLE OF COLOIUR.

JUNE 13th, 1827,

L
Dp. LusuiNcroN presented a petition from the Fre-
holdurs‘ of the mixed racg—the free inhabitants of the
Island of Jamaica. .
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The principal allegations - as matter of complainte-con-
tained in the petittons wioee »

“ That when the richt of conguest had remdered  the
country of i ir birnth % t]t'in'u\.x'.u'_\ el the Deitish emipire.
King Charle T inthe thivieenth year off his reign, by
Charter o Liberticn pid Franebises 1o the sott! s in the
colony, declarsd v sl ehildien of Biv et o Fag-

. » . .
land to fv hor i ot Ll respeelive

birth=, ix cernned o hey and Shoubd bey tive daiizens of

Englaia, hm....l;.: the e privifeges, 1o ail intems ad
purpescs, as e iree-horn subjects o Faedand,” ths as-
suring % them e full cnjovimeat of those inberent aghts
which ro clivate or comjiet was to diminish or detron.
e That although this inheritimee of evory inumunity
incident to British freddom, was thus cenfirmed to the Set-
tlers, to be perpetuated in their free offspring, born in the
Islundd, yet at an carly perid in the Listory of the repre-
sentative I‘\:"__('-l.\lilllll‘\' of the: colony, their deweendants, the
mixed issue of the Furopem and the Black population,
were disinherited of all the rights and liberties racognised
in that charter, the object 6F wifich wak 10 preserve unim-
paired ‘the Constitation of the parent state, and o render
inviolable the ancient |urhdu'.lu.|s, libertics, and privileges
of the people. .
¢ That although tus excluded, by Liesd poliey, from

the lowest oflices of the State, divested of the privileges of

citizenship, dN|n.|||hul for exercisivg the Tunetions of
Jurors, disimherited of the elective s mduw and disallfwed
the right of testimon® in courts of, law, yd, under i@l these
jealous restrictions, this class of the community, nvurlln-
lcw, advaneed in \u.lllh and resppetability. -

« That the influence which the acquisition of opulgnee
was caleulated to create, heivg deemed  hostile to the
maxims*of colonial policy, this class of inhabitants, hy

VoL, V1. ' v
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express enactments of the local Legisluture, were shut out
from all places of trust, even among ‘\hemsclves, and of
gainful emplovment among others, in the commeree and
agriculture of the country ; and that, finally, in the year
1761, the distinction of poverty was more effectually added
to that of the physical circumstances of birth, by debarring
the mixed and black people from receiving bequests, or of
making purchases to a greater extent than two thousand
pounds, carrent money of Jamaiea, or to the value of
fourteen hundred pounds sterling.

“ That although your petitioners have been repeatedly
applunded as a meritorious class of THis Majeay’s gubjects,
by the House of Assembly of Jumaica, that House, in reply
to the prayer of this petition, expressed their determination,,
that the further Legislative elaims of the general exdy should
be rejected 5 declaring their intention to entertain only indi-
vidual applications, duly recommended for special privileges,
to be limited aceording to the condition and circumstances
of vhe party applying; thus denying to your petitioners
any general auvantages from those plans for the benefit of
the subject for whith Legislative Assemblics are established,
and divesting thomsulvc-ﬁ, as it were, of their own delibe-
rative character, by refusing to Entertain any proposition
for the future and collective good of this class of  the
peop]e.

¢ That, born under the King's allegiance, and entitled
to kampato in the blessings of the British (‘onstitution,
and havmg evinced. on all ocensions their luvalw and patri-
otidm,  your petitioners lyok to your honourable House with
the "utmost solicitude, and with confidence that you will
Hsten to their prayer, and not refuse to admit them to the
ful! protection of the law, and all the privileges of Briish
subjects. . .

“ That your petitioners fervently pray your honourable
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Flouse will take 1ho premises into your considerationg and,
in your wisdom, adt)'!l sueh weasures as shall remedy the
evils of which they complain---furnish to them new incite-
ments to ingenuity and enterprise- -ameliorate theic condi-
tion—and promote their moral and intellectual improve-
ment, and by thus enlarging their means of usefulness, add
to the scumt\, and augment the lnu-u anidl riches of the
community at laree.

“ With the assurances of undeviating zeal for the support
of Ilis Majesty's Throne and Government, your petitioners,
as in duty bound, will ever pray,” e &e.

Mg. 4 axxiNG?® said - As no question had been raised
to cexcite even a difference of opinion, this debate might

shave closed with the remarks in reply of the honourable
and learned mover (Dr. Lushington), who had so fairly
and temperately introduced the subjeer of discussion.  In
justice to the honourable member for Surrey (Mr. Palmer),
however, it was necessary to say, that his speech had not
Jeft the impression upon his wind which it scemedsto lave
made upon that of the honourable member Yor Wimnchelsea
(Mr. Brougham).  He did not understand that honourable
member a» defending, but as lamenting the svstem—not as
contending that it ouglk to be permancnt, but regretting
the. slow progress of improvement. He confessed he rather
augured from the honourable member's language, a fair
disposition to meet this part of the subject with a desire, as
far as human means could accomplish it, tp get rid b’f all
possible difficulties.  But the speech. of the honourable
member for NorwicBh (Mr. W. Smith),” and pnmcm"\rly
the fact with which he had concluded, proved.still .inore
strougly how much ought to be .left to time and circum-
stamces. If once an ddverse disposition were created, it
might be found impossible to accomplish the ohjects The
honourable member for Norwich had quoted a familiar
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lettery griving an account of a union, or rather of what the
Frenel ealled a mésallianee Botween @ man of colour and a
white woman, which was termed buying o white woman,
and which had diffused general disgust as a monstrous
atrocitv.  This faet established the cnormaeus difficulty of
the =ubjecet; it was inherent in the nature of the thing, and
no procecdine of the Legislature could precipijate its re-
moval.  "Fhe advoeates for acecleration adopted. before the
Senate of Great Britain, the rosoning of Shylock hefore
the ¥enate of Venien =

* You have o vou nany a purehas'd slave, ;
Which, like your asses and your dozs sind nales,
Yeu use in .1h_,«.-m aned i slavish parts,

[Reesun e yiu Lous' tth-m.  Nhail I NIV Lo v,
Let them Le frce—uarry them o your heirs >

Btowas casy to oy, ¢ It them be free marey them 1o
vofr heirs;™ but the thing was now impossible, and it
might be long ln fore the time arrived when it should he
possible. e was ‘ot of upmum, however, that justice was
impartially administered, and here it might be very fit 1o
excrcise authority, i without th excreise of it the object
could not be aceomplished. It was one thing to combat
prejudice, mature. and an order of things that could not be
controuled, imd another to plant human institations for the
P"l‘LﬁN‘ of corrpeting human evil, and producing human
good.  The hrﬂ. was the resource ni legislatiting the last
the" prm'mw of mannersy and the error arose from not ob-
serviing the due limits of both, from not marking the diffe-
1tnee  between  grievances which, the Legislature could
renedy, and those which mast be 16ft to a slower procéss.
He covcurred with the homourable member for Winehelsea,
that it was impossible justice should be done, ufless the
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prejudices of the colonists were not broken down, but acted
upon, first tryingethe power and  willingness of the local
Legislature, and interposing with the higher power of Par-
liament, if it were famd necessary. The whites in one
island had been stated at 25,000, the blachs at 860,000 ;
and there were hesides 30,000 nenteals, whom the govern-
ing part of the sovicty might win 1o themselves by indul-
genee and conciliation, and whom i would be absolute
madness, and the most ineredible follv, with their eyes
open, not to conciliate, and thereby gain a most miportant
acquisition. e would leave to the colonies the means of
attaining this objeet as fast as they could, by a conguest of
prejudice, but he would exact from them the removal of
positive evil.  In due times if they did not remove it theme-

selves, it must be renwove:d for them.

"The PPetition was ordered to be printed.

HE CORN AMENDMENT BILL

»
JUNE 1sth, a0

Mr. WesrErN moved the following Resolutions: -
) ’

[ ]
LU 'l'h.ll. it is the opinion of Ihh ¢ omnuﬂcu thiet 20 wuch

of the Act of the 80 Geo. IV. ¢ 60, relating 1o thy im-
portation of Corn, as renders the provisions of "thos Acts
dependant on the admRsion of Inrmwu whaat for home con-
sumptjon. under the provisions of the Aec of l|l(‘ 55th
Geo. 11 c. 26, should be repealed.
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* Thut the scule of prices at which the home con-
suniption of forcign corn, megl, wheat, o: flour, is admit-
ted by the said Act of the 55th Geo. ITL., shall cease and
determine: and that theneeforth all and every the provi-
sions of the suid Act of 8d Geo, 1V., shall bein foree, the
same as if they had not been made dependent upon the
admission of forcign wheat for home cunsl.mlpuml under
the said Act of the 35th Geo. TTL”

Mr. Cax~inG rose and said :—>Sir, the first
observation I shall make upon the speech of the
honourable member is, that 1 consider the tone
and manner which he has introduced his motion,
exactly suited to the great question which he
brings under our discnssion-—a question involving
dceply the interests as well of the agriculturalists
as of the community at large. 1 beg to assure
thehonvurable member, that 1 shall address myself
to the {uestion in the same tone; and whatever
may be the future spinions on matters not strictly

Jrelevant to his motion, whiclh 1 may feel it right,
in justice to mysclf, to others. and to the King’s
Government, to exprcss., [ shall abstain from all
allusion at present to them, not because I do not
fee] the provocation, but because I do not think this
the most proper time, for the c\presuolr of those
opnnons —Sir, I can 'conceive no species of fac-
tion mioré imexcusable, more blameable, or more
w:cked thun that which would make a sub|e;,t
touchmg the intcrests, and involving the prosperity
of the whole community, a ground for exciting
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party feclings, or exasperating political animosjties.
With respeet td the motion of the honourable gen-
tleman, ] may be allowed to say, thatthe honourable
gentleman has not assigned any reason to justify
the terms of it ; and next 1 must say, that I do not
think that his proposition ix one at all calculated to
mect tlthse disagrecable circumstances of the
country, which he seems to think render some
proposition necessary, and which he also supposes
call for the adoption of his particular proposition.
The lronourable gentleman seems to think that he
has only to submit a proposition to the Commit-
tee.—-It was as if he said, ** Your late Corn Bill
is lost. The place is vacant, and since it must
be supplied, allow me to present to your notice
a law which has been passed these five years, and
has not been used.” ‘This bill he'is forced at the
same time to acknowledge, posscescs x50 many
defeets in principles that it has néver been brought*
into operation. 1t contains, among other clauses,
that clause which I twill call the deterring clause,’
namely, that which prevented the introduction
into our markets of forcign wheat until our own
wheat had attained the price of cighty shillings,
a clausc.which was no better than 4 bugheare ‘and
which utterly prevented that bill *from beings efhi-
cient and operative. A .
‘T admit, Sir, tbat there are circymstances+n
the country, such as require some interposition of|,
the Leegislature ; but I do think that the honour-
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able gentleman is asking too much of this branch
of the Legislature, when e tesirestthe Committee
to consider of some proceeding to meet these cir-
cumstances: and, in entering’ upon that consi-
deration, to retract their Iatest and most mature
deliberation, and to adopt a bill which has always
been acknowledged to he defeetive, rather than
resort to the principle at least of that measure.
which, as it scems to me, has been unweritedly
thrown aside. Who, I ark, Nir, who, in the
course of the last discussion upon the state ol the
Corn Laws, ever onee propozed 1o act even upon
the principle of the Bill of 18227 None. None,
at least, without a considerable alteraiion in the
provisions ol that Act. which, from its known
deficiencies, has been a dead letter from' the very
datg of its cnactment.  In makiug his proposi-
tion, ths: honenrable gentieman has assumed it to
“be necessary upon other considerations begides
those to which I have alluded.  But even there
*his reasoning seems to me Cqually inconelusive.
He says, that the House of Commons have lately
passed a bill, in which sixty shillings or sixty-two
shillipgs were stated as the remunerating price ;
that*hat bill."without any fault of oirs, and be
it obsetved tod, without any impeachment <40 the
. prineiple pf the bill itselfy bas been rejected clse-
where: in eonsequence of which, @ dieulty Has
Larisen, and an alm hes been ereated throughont
the cotniry -ergo, as thie diflienlty exists. it nust
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be removed, and as alarm has heen creatgd, it
must he p'lciﬁéd r and tle difficulty and the alarm
both being caused by the high price of corn, the
honourable gentleman proposes to remove the onc,
and to pacily the other, by destroving the remune-
rating price of sixty-two shillinas ; and, by return-
ing to tife price of seventy shillings, which it was
our object lately to diminish.

It is really impossible to establish any other
proposition than that which T have just stated, as
the comnsequence of his arguiments.  The honour-
able gentleman ought not also to have lost sight of
the circumstance, that in the recent disceussions of
this Iouse upon the subject of the corn laws, it
was not only the price, but the principle which
came under consideration: and the question,
therefure, which we have to consider, is pot pnly
whether we can agree to the substitution of
70s., for GOs. but also ‘whéther the more matered
decision of this House shall be abandoned, and
whether we  shall *withdraw our support from'
those principles on which that  decision  was
founded, for no other reason than that those prin-
ciples have not been fortunate enough to mect
with approbation clsewhere? | Yt such €' the
conduet which fhe honou ‘lhlc gtatlenfuf wishes
us to pursue ; and without any argiments Jo*show
th incorrectness ?l the conclusions o which we
then arrived., he calis upon us to abamion what,
we have done, and to relret the delibetate de-
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cision we have lately made—to disclaim all we
have been hefore declating necefsary—and, in
short, to go back to the principles ot prohibition.
I do not say that the honourable gentleman has
been unable to make his propositions clear to the
Honse from the want of capacity m himself. |
do not say that it4is from the want of alility, or
of kuowledge, or of experience (all of which he
possesses as much as any other member of this
House), that he has not succeeded in furnishing
the House with a single reason for the course he
requires us to pursuc. Perhaps that he has not
done so is more to he attributed to the nature of
his proposition itsclf than to any other circum-
stance. I agree, Sir, with the honourable gentle-
man, that something is necessary to he donce; but
the rule. I should lay down upon the subject is a
very plainoné.  As, | _presume, that the House
of Commons is not reduced so low in proper spirit
and in proper pride,.as to abjure what has re-
cently and solemmly declared to be necessary prin-
ciples, to rescind their deliberate resolutions, and
to throw away as waste paper that bill which
they have so much and so carefully considered,
mere'fy because . a certain absembly, “which, for
many reasons, is entitled to our respect, it did
-not happen to he entertained with that courtesy
which might have heen cxpeoted, but was made
‘the Sllbject of an amendment, which not merely
went to rescind what we had enacted, hut to
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introduce principles, that, besides being new, were
positively contrhry to what we had determined to
be necessary.*

Let the House itself feel this as it may. If
there be shame in it—it will not submit to
this. While, however, on the one hand, [ should
say that we ought not to submit to change
our opinions, and to abandon our own princi-
ples without being satisfied that we were mis-
taken, yet 1 do most sincerely wish, on the
others hand, that the bill I now propose to pass
should be as little liable as possible to any objec-
tions that may throw impcdiments in the way of
its being passed. 1 should, therefore, lay down
as a rule to guide us in framing a new bill, that it

* The following is the amendment ori rm.tlly pmposed b‘y the
Duke of Wellington :—** Provided always, that no mrn shall bLe
entered for home consumption drom. any w;n.huus(- in an) port o,
place n this kingdum, previous to the entry for home conswup-
tion, or to the c‘qmrt-mon of cverysother portion or portions uf
corn previously lodzed in w.m*huuso, in such port ur place, without"
thé consent in writing, under the laud and seal of the proprietor
of such Lust-mentioned corn, so long as the average price of corn
within this kingdom, as settled by virtue of this Act, shall be less
than 70s. a quirter.” .

This An&ndment was subsequently wuhdnwn, and 'mothor sub-
stituted fur it by 1lis Grace, in a committee of the Hodise®ofl Lords,
which was carricd by a majority of 11, The followipg is the form
in*'which it was carried, and the carrying of which mdm od Mm@-
ters to give up the bill i€ That no wheat shall be tuken out of
bond phile the average price of wheat shall be less. thau Gi3s, per®
quarten®’
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should not, if possible, run counter to any thing
which we have reason to, believe will occasion its
loss in another place. While, therefore, on the
one hand, I do not wish that we should yicld one
tittle of our privileges, so, on the other, I am not
desirous that this period of the session should
pass without enagting a measure that may pro-
duce some practical good. That such a measure
should be perfeet, is more than ¢an possibly be
expected ; but something is neecessary to be done
at once, and time enough will then remai fully
to consider the alterations that may afterwards bhe
deemed necessary.

The first rule, therefore. which I would adopt,
should he to do nothing that may ensure contra-
diction clsewhere; and, secondly, that we should
do no more than is absolutely necessary at the
prcs:ont.momcnt sinee after that which has passed
fiere and in the other Houge of Parliament, every
person mnst be satisfied, that in the next sesnion
*che whole subject must be fully reconsidered. The
third rule I would ¢stablish is, that conceding
every thing that may fairly be required frem ns,
we Qh(mld bein with spirit whatever we intend
to d‘«n and we should frame our bill onthose prin-
ciplas which have bee 1u coneurred in hcrc and on
, whick e, have !orrlsl.ltr-d Now, as far as we
have th(- peans Gl i\nnwln-:. the principle «of
the bill we have already passe(l has not hech
touched. 1ndeed that bill, when it was diseutssed
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in the other }House upon principle, passed its
second reading by a laeire majority.  The imme-
diate evil against yhich we have to provide is, the
alarm that the loss of the bill has oceasicned—an
alarm which, if' the satements of some honourable
gcnth-nu n oare not exiverorate:d, must Le very
considerithle. 1 the alari is® not srreat now, 1
trust ost sinecrely thai the vamis of men will
not bhecome more exeited, and at {east that the
amount of evil may not be eaacgerated. 1 kooiy
thut I alarm: does at preseut exist, we have great
reason to fear that oy B made the subject of
exaguerition ; for the period at which such an
alurm is Likely to be the wremest, is between the
present Inu- and that of the coming in of the
harvest ; in other words, betwee u the expenditure
of the stuek in hand, and the per lud ol chtaining
the new supply. At this mmm-nt'l am happy to
save that from all tie accounts we have received,
there is every reason to believe that no ground
for alarm exists, for the harvest promises to be most
abundant ; but, notwithstanding thix, T understand
there is an apprehension that the failure of the
bill which Iatcl) passed this House may create an
alarm  thich lll.l) be much L\:l"“t'l'-lh’(l “r the
report- should e spread abroad that nothing is
intended to be doue by Parliament. » » .

. Nuw it does go happén, that by the natufal
opontmn of the Bill (for the minds of men werc,
in some degree, prupaud to expect that it would
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pass into a law), a great quantity of forcign corn
has been introduced into“the country, and there
are, at this moment -ahout 560,000 quarters of
foreign corn in the ports of England. As these
have been brought hither on the expectation that
their importation would be sanctioned by law,
something must Be done with them: "and as
the principle of the bill that passed this House
has not been impeached in the other House of
Parliament, T fceel no hesitation in making a
proposition on the subject. 1 propose, then, that
these 560,000 quarters of foreign corn, now in
bond in this country, should be let out, not by
an act of the Government (for greatly as the ho-
nourable gentlemen fears the exercise of such a
power on the part of the Government, I assure
him that he is not more unwilling to confer such
a power than we are to exercise it), but that they
should come out under the provisions of the-bill
now before the louse. To that part of the bill
there was no objection in the ‘other House of Par.
liament, and therefore it is that I now propose.
that the quantity of corn now in warchouse in
this country, or which may be brought into ware-
house here before the Ist day of lulv, shall be
allowed 'to come out, under the restrictions and
-regu]atmns-, both with respect to price and duty.
as"would have been in existepce, had the bill
which passed this House assumed the authorlty
of alaw. To that purpose, at least, the bxll.may
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be supposed tg have passed into a law, since that
part of its provigions was not objected to in the
other Tlouse.  Thg point which impeded the pass-
ing of the bill was quite of another description.
At the same time, 1 believe, that with respect to
the regulations on which foreign corn was to have
becn imfmrtvd hereatter, an anfendment was pro-
posed and negatived. | state this with the view
of showing, that in what I propose we «hould do
with reference to honded corn, we shall not be
runnfug the risk of engaging in a conflict with
the other House—a conflict which I should ex-
tremely deprecata.

The only point to which 1 now wish to allude,
is with reference to another species of foreign
corn, v(.-;y small in its amount, bpt with respect
to the importation of which there are pecaliar
circumstances of favour-—I meaii the - corn of
Canada, for the \luppmtr ‘of which prcpamtlons
have already been made, and for which bills have,
been transmitted here on the faith that such corn
ll;ight legally be imported.  This is the only
proposition which, under present circumstances,
the Government think proper to submit tg, the
House. * M) ﬁrbt proposition s, to let lomc the
corn new in hond by the 'operalmn of the } prm-
ciples of the bill itsclf; and then to lete i, under *
the same restrictigns, the ‘corn of Cahada, which
h'ls been shipped onthe fajth of the bill., To ncither
of these parts of the bill was the smallest ob_;ectum
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madeein the House of Lords, and &hc amendment
which lost the bill, was? as far as 1 understand
the matter, one which did not touch them in the
lcast.

In proposing them, Nir, for the consideration
of this Committee, L am therefore doing thai which
will not bring us Within the risk of a con®iet with
the other House, since the principtes on which U
now wish to act are those that niet with o objee-
tion, and were in faet adopted from as Thisact
of Legislation is, however, but teniporary 'mits
nature, as ! propose it shall last no lonver than
the Ist of May inthe following vear. | shall do
this for the purpose of insuring the carly attention
of Parliament to a subject which [ cannot but
consider of vital importance to the country. It is
my warnest wish that the first act of the Legis-
lature, in tlu:‘cn.j'uing year, shall be to reconsider
the act of the present session; and by the oxpe-
Jgience we shall then-have had, 1 think we shall
possess the fullest and best means of entering on
that reconsideration, '

Between the honourable gentleman and myself
thcrcv is a wide practical difference. 1 propose,
th.l.l, m ctﬂ(' ul amergencey, a (|ll.llllll\' T3 !oru"n
cortl, to a limited extent. shall he admitied into

- the mavket here. | say, to a limited extent,
becausce 1 have no desire to alarm the 'wmultu-
ralists ; and I, ther clore, limit the extent of com
thus to be rendered admissible, to that which is
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now in warchouse in this country, or which may
have been shipped on tRe faith of the hill that has
passed this Llouse, The price at which I propose
it shall be ndnnwble, is sixty shillings; and I
adopt the scale of price and the scale of duty
from that bill, the principle of which was not
opposced’ in the House of Lordst but T restrict the
operation of that principle, by confining it entirely
to that corn which is now in bond here, or which
has been shipped from Canada, and for which bills
haverheen drawn and aceepted.  The honourable
gentleman, on the contrary, proposes to get rid
of the principle of the bill passed in this Iouse
in the present Nession, and to treat it as if' every
part of it had been rejected in the other House,
resorting to seventy shillings as the minimum price
at which the people of England are to be relieved
from the pressure of the high lzri(‘e of ¢orn, by
the importation of foreign grain.  The practical
difference, thercfure, between the honourable gen-,
tleman and mysclf'i is considerable; and 1 confess
that [ do not think the House can hesitate in
agreeing with me, that the proposition I have
submitted is that which ought to be adopteq, I
do wot shink tht honourable gentl(.m'm wnlf find
the circumstances of the times are su(.h, th:}t his
measure, even if it should now he carried,”will be
conceived to be gne which ought to be fastenefl
permanently on the country. All Iask is, that’
vor. vi. X
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Parliament should meet a prcsent,.or, at least, a
probably approaching evil, reserving to itself the
full right of discussion upon th¢ framing of a per-
manent measure, which, for the honour of this
Parliament, and for the advantage of the people
of this country, I trust may pass into a law, and
be finally settled ‘in the next Nession.® 1 have
now, Sir, only to move, “That it is the opinion
of this Committee, that every sort of foreign corn,
grain, meal, or fiour, now warchoused in the
United Kingdom, or which may be reported for
warchousing hefore the 15t of July next, shall be
admitted into the home market for consumption
before and until the Ist of May, 1828, on payment
of the duties following.™ The duties I propose
are thoxe which would have been payable had our
hill passed into a law.

At the close of a long “debate, in which Mr. Peel, Sir
J. Newport, and Mr. Hugkisson, took a part,

Mi. Caxxina rose to reply :-—1 shall trespass
on the indulgence of the House for a very few
minufes, in reply to the only ob;cctlon [ have
heard : advauu.d to the Resolution whick I have
had ‘the’ honour of proposing. My answer. to the
only ‘ebjection 1 can recolleet will be brief—but
Fbey to beyin by replying to g question that las
‘beeh put to me by an honourable gentleman oppo-
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site. He aék§ me whether I do not think 3t right
to protect the agricultushl interest? 1 do consider
that the agricultyral interest ought to be pro-
tected, aye, and protected too as the primary
interest of the country.  Such is the bounden
duty of this House. But T also consider, that the
course o legislation, pursued fdr some years past,
has not been to promote the permanent interest of
the agriculturalists.  The mistaken views that
had obtained, and the crroncous notions that were
acted upon, in the period that [ allude to, are in
no instance more flagrant-—not that I mean to cast
blame on those who committed these mistakes,
and it was by accident that T did not participate
in the acts which led to them—bat the erroncous
notions that they had acted upon, appear, in no
instance, more flagrant than in the operation of
the Acts of 1815 and 1822, Can *any man look
to the consequences of these bifls, and say, lh(.-g;
have not been most grievous to the agricultural
interest? 1 must also say, that I consider the
bill now before the House of Lords, calculated,
had they been pleased to adopt it, to afford more
secure protection to that interest, than any ch(--
measurcs whatever that has hitherto been® pro-
posed, professing to have. that object’ i view.
I consider that it was calculated to produce’ that
which, of all effgcts, |1 should comsider most
desirable, not highness nor lowness, but steadi-+
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ness of price. T consider that it was calculated
to guard against those ruinous fluctuations which,
ever since the hill of 1815, have pressed with
alternate but equal violence on, as they are ealled,
the two conflicting interests, which, I say, are
not conflicting, but consentient interests— tlue-
tuations which, in‘times of plenty, causcil alarm;
and, in times of scarcity, aggravated the miseries
of famine.  The adoption of the bill in the House
of Lords would have gone a greater way to curb
those evils and prevent their reenrrence, that any
measure, which, ir my memory, or in that of
all those with whom 1 have conversed on the
subject, has yet heen presented to the consi-
deration of Parliament. 1t was upon that ground,
and not from any unduc partiality for a parti-
cular plan, that | originally gave my coneurrence
to the hill that ].n.u’.\od. this House. And T beg
to inform the House, that, unless T find reason
Jo alter my present opinion, it is something very
like that bill which will receive my support.

The principle of the measure that will receive

my support, is one which, rendering the Corn
’lrad;, m~tmd of a serics of «ucceﬂswc specula-
tions and cxpcrum,nt.s instead ol being mytually
ruindus to the home 4rader, as well as.to the
 foreign  trader or importer, will make it mu-
tually a mnvatter of convenience—will make |t
in short, a trade which would assist, and be
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benceficial to hoth, and, at the same time, be
conformable to the intérests of the country at
large. Such are the grounds on which I shall
approve a bill, and such ought to be the grounds,
and those only, on which Parliament should grant
its sanction to any measure whatever connected
with th¢ trade in corn.  An fionourable gentle-
man has asked another question, which T shall
answer. e asks, what is the difference between
prohibition and a prohibitory duty ? and says he
cannbt sce any. But it is ditferent in the Corn
Trade, as it would be in any other trade, and no
man could propese to prohibit any other trade
without being convicted of absurdity.  The dif-
ference between prohibition and a prohibitory
duty is this—where the trade is not actually pro-
hibited, but is allowed, under certain restyictjons,
it never will become totally stazndnt; there will
always be more or less of spee ulation in it, which
will keep it alive: butif the trade be altogether
prohibited, the consequence would be, that, i

time of scarcity, there would be no supply, and,
afterwards, we should be overflowed., when mode-
rate supply would be mischicvous. A duty ‘\uuld
not preeent ("l[‘ﬂl"ll being qm]duycd in a trade;

nor would it apply suche irresistible stimuli as
wpuld be afforded by a scarcity after a prohiBition. .
That is the differgnee between the effects of pro-
lnbmon and prohibitory duty. When onee a
steadincis of price is introduced, that u.mptatlon
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to extravagant speculation, raised by what took
place in 1816 and 1819, 'when hoth grower and
consumer were ruined, will be taken away. These
arc my answers to the ¢uestions that have been
put to me.

I now proceed to reply to the only objection |
have heard to th¢ resolution I proposed to sub-
stitute instcad of those of the honourable mover.
It is asked, why I do not introduce a permanent
bill? "That, Sir, was a point which I avoided, as 1
did not wish to subject myself to the necessity of
applying myself to it.  But the question has been
asked, and 1 shall reply to it. 1 know no reason
why I should hold one language within the walls
of this House, and another out of them : but if [
were out of them, | should answer fair])", that it
was JDeeause there existed in the other House of
l’.ull.tmom, a dleep-rooted spirit to reject what-
cver bill of that sort the House of Commons might
think fit to send up. Is there any man, cither
out of or in this House, who will lay his hand on
his heart and say, that he believes no such spirit
to exist? I have conversed with men of all parties
n tlu;» ]lume,_.md they have all agreed with
me in opmum that such a spirit dow exist,
Somé did' it in lamentation, others in indigna-
tion and anger, and some again in triumph.
(Jut of this House the same opivion prevails, and
there was not a single man with whom I con-
versed, who did not seem convinced that the
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one hundred and thirty-three voters for g cer-
tain amendment were gdided by some other bond
of sympathy besides a disinterested convic-
tion of the advantage to be derived from the
course which they pursued. 1 have conversed
with those who walk the streets—with * all
sorts of* persons”—and yet b have not foun:d
onc who was satisficd that the coincidence of
these voters was perfeetly a matter of chance, or
that it arvse from a conviction that the rejection
of the bill would be attended with beneficial con-
sequences,

Let me not, however, be misunderstood.  With
respect to the Duke of Wellington I am convineed
—and his correspondence with my right honour-
able fricnd (Mr. Huskisson) affords evidence
of it- that his grace. however he may have
acted under misapprehension, acted frgm a con-
viction that the course which hé pursued was orfe
likely to be beneficial to his country.

But, looking to all the circumstances, T cannot
llblp thinking, that cven so great a man as the
Duke of Wellington has been made something
like an instrument in the bands of others. There
are several instdnees of such thingé happeniniz, in
other times, to as great. men as the Duke of
Wellington.  Many circumstances lead xe to this
conclusion.  Amgndments which preceded thatof
‘the noble duke had paved the way for him—l
believe, unconsciously to himself. Certain words
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were omitted in the first clause of the bill, with-
out which the amendment of' the noble duke
could not have been mooted. When, I say, I
see these and other circumstances, I cannot help
thinking there was some master hand which
directed the movements of the various machinery
by which the object was attained. That that
surmise is correct, I have no doubt, for else it
would not have been possible to have got to-
gether such discordant materials, (differing as
they do on cvery other subject), to agree upon a
point which cvery impartial person must concede
to be any thing but advantageous to the pro-
fessed object of the bill.

I do not, therefore, Nir, propose to bring forward
any permancent measure this session. But T have
no doubt, that whatever temporary delusion may
cxist upon this queetlon it will pass away in the
¢ourse of another session of Parliament, and <hat
in particular the clause which has been under
‘discussion to-night, will not stand in our w ay, as
it will be discused out of doors, and its true
nature be well understoud by the country. Other
'lmcngments also the House will then be pre-
palcd‘ to acqumsce. in, and, alto«rethcr, Ishave no
doubk that that which i now difticult, will shortly
.be eavys Before 1 sit down, 1 beg again to say,
that any allusions I may have made to the Duke of
Weliington, have becn made in no spirit of hos-
tility to him, as I am satisficd that, however much
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we may differ gs to the value of his clauses—and
that he over-values it, I think will be shortly
seen—he yet thought he was acting rightly.

In conclusion, I beg to add, that unless I am
better advised than at present, the measure that
is to be brought forward next session shall be the
same in ‘principle, and tend to® the same object,
and [ trust in God it may be under the same advan-
tages, as the bill of this session.

The House then divided, when there appeared—-

For the original motion . . . 52
For Mr. Canning’s amendment . £

Majority for Ministers 186

DISSENTERS MARRIAGLE BILIL

JUNE 20th, 1827,

Ox thesmotion far the third rm«hpg of the ])mwntcrs
Marriage Bill— ° . L

Str Crearrks WeTHERELL opposed the bijl, s a mea-
sufe which made marriage amere civil contract, and placed
the people of these cduntries, and of these tnm.s, undey the
revolptionary law of Cromwell,and of Petion. - He thought

too, that any attempt to make marriage a ceremony which
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mightcbe arranged in a police office, wuuld increase the
number of clandestine marrigges.

Maz. CaxxiNc® said, that the different objeetions which
had been made by the different objectors were of such a
nature, that they proved to him that the objectors were all
agreed as to the principle of the measure.  The argu-
ments of the honourable and learned  gentleman  (Sie
Charles Wetherall) were the most unfair he had ever
heard used, and were pushed more ad invidiam than he had
ever known arguments pushed.  They had Leen pushed so
far, that he (Mr. Canning) began to feel alarmed, when
he recolleeted that he had been married, not indeed in
a tavern, but in a room, and most of the gentlemen who
heard him had probably been married in this way ; and the
same way was precively the cireumstinee which, according
to the honourable gentleman™s arguments, vitiated  mar-
riage. But the honourable gentleman said they were
married by licence.  But a marriage by licence was a pur-
chased marriage, and he was astonished to hear the
honourahje gentheman, who was the great: enemy of Rome,
arguing that the rich, who'were able to purchase thc. right
to marry, were at liberty to do so, while those who,
not being rich, contracted marnage in any other place
than a church, were unworthy of the protection of the
Legislature.  Such arguments were only caleulated 1o
confirm honourable wembers in the support they were
ah'cmb dlspmcd to give the bill.  If he (\lr. Canning)
were then to vofe against the bill, andl if that wvote were
fatal¢o the'measure, this much litigated subject would be
againechupg ,up till another session, and the parties would
then agrain haye to run the gauntlet of all such objectibng
as hpd been then stated, and whiclt might again end i
“being fatal te the measure. . If the bill passed and went to
the other House, he wus satisfied that the principlesof the
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bill would mect thg sanction of authorities, both leggl and
ecclesiastical, of the highest ¢onsideration. e knew that
in sending it to that Iouse, it would not be met by an
indiscriminnte opposition ; but if there were on one side
great learning, and talents, and picty opposed to it, there
were on the other side great talents, piety, and learning to
bring forward its merits. e felt, in giving his vowe for
the measure, he was voting under the protection of not the
least respectable and preponderating part of the church of
Engiand ; and in giving his vote, he voted under no appre-
hension of the result.

T'he hill was then read a third time and passed.

CORN AMENDMENT RILIL

JUNE 20st, 1827,

Sie F. Kxatennene xaid, that he believed the prineiple
of .this bill had the sanction of Lord Liverpool; but
although it was urged on his authority, he doubted whether
its details ever received the approbation of that noble lord.

Mz, Caxxinc* assured the honourable baronet, that
not only sthe prindple of the bill,, but all the dvinils,
had bceen altcntivt':ly considered, and complawlys ap-
proved by Lord Liverpool, with the single e¢xception
of"mw clauge, respecting  our comnu-rcia:l intercourse
with other conntries.’ He meant that which was eylled
the Reciprocity Clause. His noble friend was tho-
roughly acquainted with every part of the measure.  The
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specch  with which he (Mr. Canning) had opened the
question on introducing thy late bill, was spoken, in
fact, from a memorandum written by Lord Liverpool,
as from a brief, and only amplifildd for the purpose of
fuller explanation. The honourable baronet scemed to
entertain some doubt with respect to the price having
been fixed by Lord Ll\crpool e could assure the ho-
nourable baronet, that the fixing of the price of 60x. was
his noble friend’s original, own, individual proposition.  1le
drew a different inference from the conversation which the
honourable baronet had with his noble friend on the subject ;
and he knew, too, that his noble friend had drawn a ditferent
inference from it.  Lord Liverpool certainly understood,
from what had passed between him and the honourable
baroncet, that the bill would mect with a very limited oppo-
sition, at least in that XTouse. 1lis noble friend had told
him (Mr. C.) the substance of the conversation, soon after
it had taken place. | Tlis noble friend had stated to bim, that
having met the honourable baronet in Kent, he had men-
tioned thy price wof G0y, and that the honourable baronet
had answered as bt had that” evening related, that with
that price he would he contented, looking upwards rather
ethan downwards. It was not wecessary  for him  (Mr.
Canning) to say that this expression had been misunder-
stood; for as to its perfect aceuracy he could have
no doubt, because the honourable baronet had repeated
it in precisely the same words as Lord Liverpool.  Ilis
noble friend had reported it to him, asthe foundation of a
hopesthat he should get the bill through the House of
Commong, with less difliculty than he had expected.  1f
there were any other points on which the honourable
baronet had any doubt as to the entirt concurrence of Lord
anrpoql in this mcasure, hp was ready to give him the
most satisfactory cxplanation. .
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With respect to what the honourable baronet had suid
regarding the dlft_v le owerd the agricultural interest,
he would meet the honourable baronet’s  professions
with corresponding  professions. e assured him  that
he felt as decply as the honourable haronet could, the
diflicultics on both sides of the question ; and that con-
sideration was due to the possible suflirings of the
agricultural population, as well as 1o the practical sufferings
of the manufucturing classes. e could not refrain from
doing the manufacturing classes the justiee of saying, that
under all the privations which they had lately endured,
they bad manifested an exemplary spirit.. During no pre-
vious period of real or apprehended suffering, had that
House been so little vexed with importunate applications.
He trustedd this conduet would be horne in mind by Parlia-
ment, and met by a corresponding tecling on their part : and
that, whatever might be the issue of their Tabours, which he
hoped would not be fruitless, at least they would recom-
mence the consideration of the quumun next session with
minds unbiassed. e trusted that the dmu“lou\ would
be conducted with temperanee, and that on a sulguc t of so
deep “and vital importance, no angry passions would be
excited.  "There was ong point inore to which he would
adyert hefore he concluded.  The lonourable baronet
seemed to amticipate, that if the price of corn should fall
below the assumed point of proteetion, under the operation
of this measure, the House would be bound 10 rccmhidc
its steps. . .l‘he “honourable baronet shuuid rc(.o]h-cl, that
when the late bilt was brought in, the prices of , com
was cmmdurubly below 60s.  If next ycar lt d!ﬂqld be
witre it was when that bill was introduced, or even tlwugh
it should be highety it would be still blow the pmnt
above which the honourable baronet wished to, see it raised’
"The price of wheat that existed on the very dny that he
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(Mr. Cauning) opened the bill, was between 53+ and
54s. It would be propery thercfun-,. 0 measure, not
from €0s. but from what the price was when the hill
originated. -

The ITouse then resolved itself into a committee on the
bill, which passed throngh its several stages, and was
subsequently taken tp to the House of Lords, where it was
agreed to, after which it received the Royal assent and
passed into a law.

SINECURES IN SCOTLAND.

JUNE 24th, 1X2%,

Mr. Caxxixe® spoke for the last time in Parliament
this evenmg, in reply to 2 question from Mr. Wood, the
member for Preston, who requested to know what was
,intended 10 be done by Government respeeting a sineeure
place of considerable value, (Lord Keeper of the Great Scal
of Scotland), which had been recently become vacant by the
death of the Duke of Gordon. It was the intention of
Government, he (Mr. () begged to inform the honourable
memher, respectiang the regulation of the oflice plluded to
by lnm, to follow <he recommendation of a committee ap-
pomtc«l ™ 1817, to report upon the eourse expedient to
pursue upon the oceurrence of vacancies in certain places.
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ADDENDA.

INTRODUCTION.

Ix the original plan of this work, it was not intended to
include more than the Parliamentary Speeches of M. Can-
xixa. The desire, however, of rendering the present
publication a complete as well as faithful record of the
cloquence and statesmanlike views of Mu. CaxNiNg, has
induced the Fditor to introduee into these volumes his
principal speeches at Liverpool, and on various other
public oceasions. At the four clections at - Liverpool---
1812, 1816, T818, 1820—D>Mr. Canning “spoke at the close
of cach day of the contests, as well as at several entoetain-
ments given to him by his gonstituents, His spiech at the
public dinner in honour of his re-clection, in the Musie
Hall, 1820, i considered to contzin the hest argument that
has ever been pronounced against Parliuneniary Reform
and it is esteemed hy many very competent critics, to
surpass, both in power of clequence and of argument, any
speech which he ever delivered, cither in or out of Parlia-
ment.  The followiyg Speeches abound in new heauties, for
the dhpl.l.\ of whigh, the oecasions oy which lht_y wure
spoken afforded more suitable seope and l)ppﬂl‘tl‘w,l.l;\ than
thg-forms and practice of Parliamentary dubate usually
admit. These speecfies are perfect modds of populae
eloquence.—Eprron.
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SPEECH

AT LIVERPOUL, AFTER HAVING BEEN CHATRED, ON SATURDAY,
THE ]17TH OF OCTOBER, 1812,

GENTLEMEN,

I congratulate you on your final suceess; for it is your
victory, and not mine.  The contest has been a contest of
principles, not of persons; although 1<hould belie my own
feelings if I were not to confess, that, to the Jatest hour of
my life, I shall be proud that the hattle has heen fought in
my person, and that my name has been associated with your
excrtions, and illustrated by your triumph.  You, gentle-
men, have done me the honour o seleet me, not, undoubt-
edly, for any individual merits of my own, (I know that 1
can pretend to none,) but in order that, by returning me
to represent your nplmmh in Parlimuent, you might vindi-
cate the freedom of your chulco the loyalty of your grinci-
ples, and the consistency of your character.

Gentlemen, I wish that those theorists of reform, who
think nothing right in the practice of our Constitution,
could witness the scene which I have now the delight to
survey : those who presume that every popular feeling must

l)elopg to themselves alone; who imagine that a zealous
and ardent exercisg of popular rights,, and an enthusinstic
(.xprénswn of popular sentiments, are incompatible with an
cquull) efithusiastic attachment to all the monarchical p in-
ciples of the Constitution.  When will such men learn, tlmt
what they call exclusively popular principles are not the
principles of the people? Can they look this day 4t the
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peaceful triumph of Liverpool, as they have looked for the
last three years at the gloripus and bloody  struggles of
Spain. and yet doubt the possibility of a combination of all
that is national in feelig, with all that is loyal in principles
of a spirit of democracy sullicient to give energy to a state,
with a devotedness to monarchy suflicient to seeure its con-
servation ?

Gentlemen, some poesons have endéavoured o persuade
vou, that in giving vour suffrages to a man who has heen
the uniform supporter of a war, glorious v itself, but only
glorious inasmuch as it is necessary and unavoidable, you
are defering the day of peace. Fortunately, for the elear
understanding  of such reasonings, they have sometimes
been coupled with propheey. Lot us compare, where we
have an opportunity, *what has happened with what was
forciold : and then judge what weight is to he aesigned to
the same reasonings in future.

The honourable gendeman (Mr. Brougham) who left
your hustings yosterday, (of whow, as anindividual, T have
spoken, and mean to speak with the utmodd respegt.) on or
about the 16th of ket Jutde, proposcel, in the House off
Commons, & specitie concession 1o Americas and pledged
himself, that i’ that conegssion were made, peace would be -
preserved or restored. By a singular coincidenee, on - or
about the same day on which that motion was made, the
declaration of war by Amcrica against Great Britain passed
the Senate of the United States. 0! but the conegssion
was to henl afl. The Ministers, whether' swayed I the
honourable gentlemin’s eloquenge, or - phrticiparing in his
cxpo‘cl:ltiuns, I know not, gave way; and the cvursssion
wasmade.  Contident, from this triumph, as might hatu-
ryjly be expected, the Aonourable gentleman, the prophe of
Amerigan reconciliation, presenty himself” 1 ought sather to *
sity, is presented, by some among you) to be chosen as your

VOL. VI. . ¥
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repres;ntative in Parliament.  Yesterday be left your town,
disappointed of this honoursble objeet : and, by another
singular coincidenee, the defeat of the propheey upon which
his expeetations were founded, is made known here on the
very day of the defeat of those expectations.  For, yester-
day, the declaration, the tardy declaration of war by this
country against Ameriea, arrives heres and tells us, in
terms too plain to be misunderstood, that to seck peace
through humiliation, is a course neither of hunour nor of
advantage.

It has been further attempted to deter you from the
choice, which _vciu have done me the honour to m.ke, by
saying that T had been in oflice, and @ likey to be in
oftice again. I have been in oflice.  Tlow soon, if cver 1
may be in office again, I ncither know, nor do I very much
care, for any other reason than as it might afford e greater
opportunities of promoting the interests of the conntry, of
which your interests constitute so essential a part.

Raty gentlemen, what is meant by this  imputation ?
Are thex who urge it so little read in the prineiples, ihe
democratical principles, of the British Constitution, as not
to kuow that it ix one of the peculiar boasts of this country,
one of the prime fruits of its free Constitution, and one main
sceurity for its continuing free, that men as humble as
myself, with no pretensions of wealth, or title, or high
family, or widespreading conneetions, may yet find their
wav. into the cabinet of their Sovercign, through the fair
road of public service, and stand thére upon o footing of
equality with the proudest aristoceracy of the land ?

Is¥it frpm courtiers of the preople, from admirers ot
republican virtue and republican energy, thar we hear Mo
trénes which would tend to exclude from the management
of public affuirs all who.are not illustrious by birth, or
powerful from hereditary opulence ¥ Why, gentlemen, in



ADDENDA, 524

this limited monarchy, there are undoubtedly contpsts for
office, contests which, agitater the elements of the Constitu-
tion, and which keep them alive and active, without endan-
gering the Constitutidn itself. A republic is nothing but
one continual struggle fur office in every department of the
state.

Mad, indeed, and desperate would be the reform which
should exclude from the House of CStmmons, as some igno-
rant theorists advise, every man who has possessed, or who
possesses office ¢ separating thereby the service of the Crown
from that of the people; as il they were not identified in
interast, and matually dependant on cach other.

Gentlemen, if 1 have held office, T hope T have held it
honourably: I will never held it again but on the same
terms.  Itisnotmy fault that T must state facts, in my own
defince, which might appear to be stated ostentatiously; but
I mean them simply as defensive. Tt is entirely my own fauh,
gentlemen, that T am oot now addressing you with the
scals of Scerctary of State in my pocket. Twieg, in the
course of the last six months, have the seals of the offiee of
Sceretary of State been tendered to my aceeptance ; and
twice have T declined them. Is this like hankering after office?
I declined them, not Yeeause T was unwilling to render
any services of which my poor abilities were capable to my
country ; not because I did not acknowledge, with all due
gratitude and humility,” the gracious disposition of my
Prince; not because T shrink from the difficultics of the
times, to.th¢ encotntering and overeonding of witich 1
should feel mysclfy from the public situation duw which 1
have had the honour to stand, bound to renderdsatever
aja was in my power, if I could do so with cffeet, hy*doing,
sp with credit. T dedlined office, gentlemen, because it was
tendered to mie on terms not copsistent, as T thought, and as
my immediate friends agreed in thinking, with my personal

. y 2
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honout ; because, if aceepted on sueh toms, it would not
have enabled me to serve the publie with eflicieney.

Gentlemen, T presume not to trouble you with iy details
upon this subjeet; but what T have stated, and what is
before the world, is, T hope, suflicient to justify me against
the accusation of hankering after office. Whether you will
ever see me in office again, T emmot tell; but of this 1 ean
assure you, that it shall not be in a way dishonourable to
myselfor to vou. T dare not, indeed, reckon upon the con-
tinuanee of such unmerited  partiality and - affeetion as you
now so kindly heap upon me: but this T ean answer for,
that ncither in nor out of office, shall you have cansie to he
ashamaed of me.

Gentlemen, T stated to you, two nights aza. my opinion
of the conduct of my adversary, Mr. Brougham, in deter-
mining, at that time, not to decline the contest. T tohl you,
that T thought he could not do otherwise than act apon the
opinions and persuasions of his friends: and that he had
expiainred his motives with the utmost eandour and fairness,
I think vo ~tll. T myself know nothing to the contrary.

" But T have certainly Iu-.ml. that speceches delivered in ano-
ther place were very different, indewd, from those which
were delivered at the hustings. * And, while 1 heg not to
be understood as intending to give any colour of my own to
expressions: which T did not hear, and eannot vouch for,
there is one topie, which is represented as having made con-
su!n able impression, which T owe it m the Government. of
the cmmtry (however myself um.unm\c ol with i) not to
suffer to pass unnoticeds "The declaration of war ageainst
’\murlm bas, as I am informed, heen stated to have, been
dcl.l)(.d by the Governmient of this country for the sake of
sweeping into the royal chest a I.lrg(_ sum of the Droits of
Admitalty, to be disposed of at the pleasure of Ministers,
for purposes of prodigality and corruption. Gdhtlemen,
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T would fain believe that this assertion cannot have been
wade.  An account of the distribution of the Druits of Ad-
miralty has, as is well known, heen submitted to the House
of Commons the last ewo years: amd, surely, to atiribute a
measure of peace or war o a desire on the part of Govern-
ment 1o disappointment our own captors, for the sake of
getting possession of a0 sumy of which the disposal is, after
all, to be miade publie, is to attribute motives not only alto-
gether unworthy, but utterly inadequate and absurd.

I say this the rather, because T must fairly own, tha,
differing as 1 do emtirely as to the causes to which the delay
is to,be attributed, T am inclined to agree that the de-
claration of war against Ameriea has been delayed  too
long.  When all hopes of preserving peace were vanished,
nothing remained, in any opinion, for this Government but
prompu and vigorous war. 1t was the only course beeomingg
this great country. It would have afforded the hest chanee
of bringing the American Government to their senses,

The opinions which T now expressdre in unison with
those which 1 took the liberty of expressipg in my ‘plice in
Parlioment, when that comeession wag agreed 1o by thy
Ministers, at Mr. Brougham’s suggestion, upon the \'l'ﬂ‘h"’lll
of which Mr. Brougham has heew presented to your choiee. |
I then ventured to state my doubts, whether that conees-
sion would propitiate America; whether it would not rather
tend to confirm the hostite policy of that Government,
o enhanee its pretensions.  Ia faety how is it that our con-
cession has beén med 2 By reciprocal concession, by glated
pride, assuaged malice, and returnig good-will» | No such
thig. They have risen in their terms, as uni, .-Hll.ll)ll-
uw-v»mn will always induee and encourage M UNREOL-

Jlll(‘ enemy to do. -
Gcllllumon, you sce that | hp('.ll\ to you as freely of “thes
umdut'l and policy of our Government as of the conduet ot
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those 0o whom I am politically opposed. To onc mai,
while he lived, I was devoted with all-my heart and with al}
my soul. Since the death of Mr. Pitt, T acknowledge no
leader. My political allegiance lies buried in his grave.
But I have, though not. his immediate counsels to {ollow,
his memory to cherish and revere. 8o far as T knew his
opinions, on subjeets which were, in his time, as well asnow,
of great public interest, T have adbered and shall adhere teo
those opinions as the guides of iy public conduct.  Where
I can onl) reasou from analogy on new questions which
uay arise, I shali endeavour to apply to those questions,
whatever they may be, the prineiples which T imbibal and
inherit from him; principles which, T well know, have alone
recommended me to your choice this day.

OF the cause of goml government. ‘in whatever harnds the
administration of Government may be placed, even if in the
hands of those 1o whom 1 have heen politically opposed, T
ahall always be a faithful and steady supporter. But T do
not pledge myself to you, T will never pledge mysell’ to any
man, to b the biind and subservient supporter of the Ad-
ministration in any hands whatever. M y general disposition
is to support the Goverpment.  What 1 find amise, how-
ever, b shall blame with freedomy though 1 will not do so
with any intention to excite discontent, nor at the hazadd
of’ mischicf to the country.

Gentlemen, it [did not retain l.ht-lmh-p(-mh-ucc of my own
Jutl,v;mu'lt i the House of Commons, I shopld be but an
unworthy rcproscnmlku of the nnh-pvudcm and tnlightened
cumhmmtv which ‘sends me thither. Tt may happen, that
your* juligment may occasionally come in conflict with my

cown.  Men pf independent minds may honestly diffehvon
. sukjects which admit of a varicty of views. Inall sueh
cases, F promise you, noteindeed wholly to.submit my
judgment to yours; you would despisc me if I rhade so
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extravagant a pmfv«:mn' but 1 promise you lllat any
difference of upmmu hetween, us will always lead me'to dis-
trust my own views, ('.-lrulull_v to examine, and, if crroncous,
frankly to correet then.  Gentlemen, our judgments may
clash, but our interest never: no interests of mine shall ever
come in competition with yvours. 1 promise you further,
that, hoping, as 1 carnestly do, that the conneetion, of
which theYoundation is this day auspiciously laid, may last
to the end of my political life-- yet if; unfortunately, ocea-
sions should oceur, (1 cannot foresee or imagine any such,)
on which there should arise between us, on points of scrions
impoptance, a radical and irreconcilable difference of opinion,
I will not abuse my truast, but will give you the carliest
opportunity of recalling or reconsidering your delegation
of it. >

Gentlemen, with the most heartfelt acknowledgment 5
with feclings of gratitude which words are too weak to
vonvey, and of pride, which I dare not trust myself with
expressing s with a sensc of the honolir which you have
conferred upon me, less gratifying only than my sénse of
the kimdness with which «ou have oyerwhelmed me ;. wigh
sentiments such as till this day T never hnew, but which I
shall recolleet with delight until'the latest hour of my life;
L tgke my leave of you for the present; praying that 3ro-
vidence may so direet my conduet as never to give you
cause, in your better jadgment, to look back with regret
upon the choice which vou have made.
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SPEECH

JN MONDAY, TUE 10TH OF JANUARY, IR]{, AT THE LIVERPOOI
ARMS HOTEL, AFTER HIS HEALTH HAD hEEN DRUMK.

GENTLEMEN,

As your guest, | thank you, from my heart, for the
honourable and affeetionate reecption which you have given
me.  As the representative of - Liverpool, T am most L.lppv
in meeting my constituents again, after a year's ¢ spericnee
of cach other, and a0 year's separation ; a year, the most
eventful in the annals of  the world, and comprising, within
itselfy such a serics of stupendous changes as might have
flilled the history of an age.

Gentlemen, you have heen so good as to coupls with my
namethe expression of your acknowledgments for the atten-
ton which 1 have paid to the ierestsof your town.  Yaou,
gentlemen, 1 have no doubt, recolleet the terms upon ihich

. entered into your service s and you are aware, therefore,
that | claim no particular acknowledgment av your hands
for attention o the interests of Liverpool, implicated as they
are with the geueral interests of <he eountry. I trust, at
the same time, that 1 have not heen wanting to all or to any
of volj, in matters of Joeal or individual corcern. But 1
~Imuld not do fairly’ by you, it I were not lo take this
nppur‘gw v of saying, that a serv ice (which certainly, I
will not prc.'luml t deseribe as without some bm'dvh,{u
isell) has boea made lght to me; berond all example, b!
that” institution which your munificence and pm.ldcnt cire
have ostablished: 1 mean, the office in London, through
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which your corrcsmndumc with your members is lnow car-
vied on. I had"no Jm-tc.nsum gentlemen, to this :-.mgular
mark of your considerationt but ncither will it, I hope,
be thought presumptuous in me to confess, that T might
not have been able to discharge the serviee which | owe
you in o’ wiy which would have satisficd my own feclings
as well as yours— that 1 might, in spite of all my cndea-
vours, have been guilty of oceasional omissions, if 1 had
not been provided with some such medium of communica-
tion with my constituents.  Of an absent and meritorious
individual it is as pleasing as it is just to speak well @ and
I do_no more than justice to the gentleman (Mr. John
Backhouse) whom you have appointed to conduet the office
in question, (with whamn 1 had no previous acquaintance,)
in hearing publie tgstimony to his merit, and in assuring
you, that it would be diflicult to find any one who would
surpass him in zeal, intelligenee, and industry.

Having'dospatched what it was necessary for me to say
on these points, 1 know, gentlemen, that it is your wish,
and | feel it to be my duty, that | slmul.d now p;-ucfu-d to
conmiunicate to you my sentiments gn the staté of publje
afluifs, with the same frankness whieh has hitherto distin-
guished all our inu-rcuurm- with tach other. " "That duty is,
one which it does not now require any dfort of courage to
perform. To exhort to sacrifices, to stimulate o excertion,
to shame despondencey, to divert from untimely concession,
is a duty of a sterner sort, which you found me not back-
ward to discharge,at a perid “llon, from the shorgness of
our .uqu.unl.nn-v ] was uncertain ‘whether wmy frewdom
might not offend you.  Aly task of to-day is ony ot wlmll
ug ‘man can take offence. It is 1o mingle my wngr.ttula-
tons with your rejoigings on the events whith have passed
3

and afe passing in the world.
Il,,m Lunu.mplaunw events sq widely (L haad .tlmust suid
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so tremendously) important, it be pardonable to turn onc's
view, for a moment, to local and partial * considerations, |
may be permitted to observe, that, while to Great Britain,
while to all Xurope, while to the world and to posterity, the
events which have recently taken place are matter of un-
bounded and umiversal joy, there is no colleetion of indi-
viduals who are better entitled than the company now
assembled in this rovm (in great part, I prescone, iden-
tically the same, and altogether representing the same in-
terests and feelings as that of which 1 took Jeave, in this
room, about fourteen months ago) to exult in the present
state of things, and to derive from it, in addition to their
share of the general joy, a distinet and special satisfac-
tion.

We cannot forget, gentlemen, the sinister omens and
awful predictions under which we met and parted in Octo-
ber, 1812, The penalty denvunced upon you for your
election of me was, embarrassment to the rich, dnd famine
to the poor. I was warned, that, when 1 should return to
renew my acquaintance with my constitucuts, I should find
the grass growing in your strees.  In spite of that denun-
ciation, you did me the honour to eleet me 5 in spite of that

 warning, I venture to meet you here again. It must be
fairly confessed, that thix is not the season of the year to
estimate correctly the amount of superfluous and unprofit-
able vegetation with which your strects may be teeming 5
but, without presuming to limit the power of productive
natu¢, it is at kast satisfactory to know, that the fields
have not heen starved to c.lothe your Guays with verdure ;
that u.vrpot by economizing in the scantiness of*the har-
vest that nature has rescrved her vigour for the pastures\of
your Exchangt.. . )

But, gentlemen, I am sure you feel with me, that these

arc topics which I treat with levity ouly because they are
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not, nor were, at,the time when they were seriously, ;, urged,
susceptible of a serious arpiunent; they did not fumlsh
grounds on which any man would rest his appeal to your
favour, or on which }"our choice of any man could be jus-
tificd. Tt I have condescended to revert to them at all, it is
because [ would leave none of thoese recollections untouched
which the ,comparison of our Igst meeting with the present,
I know, su raests to your minds as well as to my ownj; and
beeause 1 \muld, so far az In me livs, endeavour 1o banish
from all future use, by expocing their absurdity, topics
which are caleulated only to mislead and to inflame.  That
the senxons wonld have run their appointed course, that the
sun would have shone with as genial a warmth, and the
showers would have fullen with as fortilizing a moisture, if
you had not chosen e for your representative, is an ad-
mission which 1 make without much apprehension of the
consequence. Nor do 1 wish you to belicve, that your
choice of any other than me would have delayed the retnrn
of your prosperity, or prevented the revival of your com-
meree. . ]

I muke these admissiof? without fear, so far as concems
the choice between individuals.  But I do not admit, that
it was equally indiffercnt upon what principles that choics
should be determined. 1 do not admit, that, if the prin-
ciples which it was then recommended to you to countenance
had unfortunately prevailed in Parliament, and, through
the authority of TParliament, had been mtroduccd into
the cowmscls of the countr 'y, they would not have' jnter-
fered with fatal operation, not, indeed® to arrestethe hounty
of Providenee, to turn back the course of the we. ans, and

Ao blast the fertility of the carth, but to stop that current of

s political events which,  taken at the flood,” has plaoe(l
England.at the head of the world. Ce

Gentlemen, if 1 had met you here again on this day in a
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state of public aflairs as doubtful as that i in hich we took
leave of cach other; if confuderated nations had been still
arrayed against this country, and the halanee of Furope
still trembling in the seale, T should nat have hesitated now,
as | did not hesitate then, to declare my decided and unal-
terable opinion, that perseverance, under whatever difficul-
ties, under whatever privations, afforded the only chimee of
prosperity to you, heeguse the only chanee of safity to your
country; and the only chanee of safety o the country,
beeause the only chanee of deliverance to Furope,  Gen-
tlemen, 1 hll()lll(l be ashamed to address you now in the
tone of triumph, if' T had not addressed you then in that
of exhortation. | hould be ashamed to appear before you
shouting in the train of suceess, if 1 had not looked vou in
the face and encouraged yvou to pativiee under difficulties.
Lt is heeawse my acquaintanee with you commeneed in times
of peril and embarrassment, and because T then neither
flattered nor deceived you, that | now not only offer to vou
my congtatulations, but put in my claim to yours, on the
extinelion of that perily on the termination of that cmbir-
rgssmient, ind on thg glorions dwue 1o which exertion and
enduranee have brought that great struggle in whicli our
Jonour and our happiness were involved.

Gentlemen, durmg the course of a political life, nc-.u'h
coeval with the commencement of the war, 1 have never
given one vote, | have never utterad one sentiment, which
had not for its ubjeet the consummation now happily within
our nc;v. . . *

| am nof gshimedy and it is not unpleasing or unpmhl-
able, lg_]wrl\ hack upon thedangers which we have passed,
‘and to compare them with the seene which now lies bcf"rt
ns.  We heholtl a country, inferior in population to most,
of hér continental m-1ghlmur* but multiplying her lm,ulun
and resources by her own activity and enterprise, hy the
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vigour of her eqnstitution, and by the good sensg of her
preople s we hehold hery alteg standing up against a formid-
able foes throughout a contest, in the course of which every
one of her allies, and, at times, all of them together, have
fainted and  fuiled  nay, have been driven to combine with
the enemy against hor---we behold her, at this moment,
rallying the nations of Europe to one point, and leading
them to decisive vie tory.

If such a picture were merely the bright vision of specu-
lative philosophy., if' it were presented 1o us in the page of
the history of ancient times, it would stir and warm the
heare. But, gentlemen, this country is our own s and what
must be the feelings which arise, on such areview, in the
hosor of every sen of that country - What must be the
feclings of a comminity such as I am now addressing,
which constitutes no insigmiticant part of the strength of the
nation so deseribed 2 which has suffered largely in her pri-
vations, and may hope to participaic proportionably in her
reward 2 What (1 may be permitted 1o add) myist he the
feclings of one who is chosen to represemt that community,
and_who finds himself i8° thatt. honourable ~station at the
moment. of  triumph,  only |K‘('I|N‘ he discountenanecd
despair in the moment of th--mnulvm-\ H s

« From the contemplation of a speetacle so mighty amd
magnifieent as this, 1 =hould disdain to turn aside to the
controversies of p-n‘tv. ‘or principles, however, it issdsipos-
sible not to say mnm-tlnm_r- heeause our triumph \\puld he
incomplete, and Il’ blessings wmight he u ansiont, i we conld
he led astray by “any sophistry ; if we could vamsent, in a
sopt of compromize of common joy, 1o forgef orto misstate

AAhe causes from which that triumph has pprung. All pt
sone mind, I trust’ and believe we are, in exultipg a
the, suceess of our countryi; all of one amind, 1 truat,
we *now  are throughout this land, in determining
to persevere, if need be, in strenuous exurtion 1o pro-
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secute, and 1 hope, to perfect the grept work so hap-
pily in progress. But we know, that there are some of
those who share most heartily in the public exultation, who
yet ascribe effets, which happily cdunot be disputed, to
causes which may justly be denied. No tenderness for
disappointed prophecies, gentlemen, ought to induce us
thus to disconneet effect and cause. It would lead to crrors
which might be dangeifous, if unwarily adopted and generally
reccived.

We have heard, for instance, that the war has now heen
successful, because the principles on which the war was
undertaken have been renounced 3 that we are, at length,
blessed with victory, because we have thrown away the
banner under which we entered into the contest 3 that the
contest was commenced with one set of principles, but that
the issue has been happily brought about by the adoption
of another. Gentlemen, I know of no such (h.m«rc If
we have suceceded, it has not heen by the renumciation, but
by the prosccution of our principles: if we have suceeeded,
it hus'not been by adopting new maxims of policy, but by
uplolding, under all varictios oft difficulty and discourage-
ment, old, established, inviolable prineiples of conduct.

o Weare told, that this war has, ¢f late, become « war of
the people, and that, by the operation of that change alone,
the power of imperial I'rance has been baflled and overcome.
Natians, it is said, have, at length, made common cause
with thcu- sovercigns, in a contest which, heretofore, had
been'ascontest of * sovercigns only.  Guutlemén, the fact of
the ghange.might be admitted, withot, therefore, admit-
ing tha smggumcat. It does not follow, that the people were

"mot at all times equally interested in the war, (as those ""'.P
thmk as 1 do‘have always contended that they weres) bey
tause it may. be and must by admitted, that the pcoplc in
mauy countries, were for a time deluded.  They whoeargue
against us, say, that jarring interests have been reconciled.
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We say, that gnoss delusions have been removeds Both
admit the fact, thit soverpigns and their people  are
identificd.  But it is for them who contend that this has
been dffected by changee of prineiples, to speeify the change.
What change of principles or of government has taken
place among the nations of Lurope?  We are the best
Judges of | ourselves-—what change has taken place here?
Is the ('«msmulmn other than it \\ne, when we were told,
(as we often were told in the bad times,) that it was a
doubt whether it were worth defending? s the Constitu-
tion other than it was, when we were warned that peace on
any terms must he made, as the only hope of saving it from
popular indignation and popular reform ?

There is vet wnother question to he asked. By what
power, in what part‘of the world, has that finul blow heen
struck, which has smitten the tyrant 1o the ground? I
suppose, by some enlightened republie 5 by some recently
regencrated government of pure philapthropy and uncor-
rupted virtue: 1 suppose, hy some nation which, jin the
excess of popular freedom, considers ewen a representative
system as defective, unless"cach’ individual interferes dircetly
in the national concerns;  some nation of  enlightened
patriots, cvery man ofswhom iﬁ. a politician in the coffees
house, as well as in the senate: 1 suppose it is from some
such government as this that the conqueror of autoerats,
the sworn d(-lmyur of ‘monarchical England, has et his
doom. 1 Iook through the European world, gen-
tlemen, m vain: { find there no sueh angust mmﬁnumgy_
But in another hemisphere 1 do find stich a of) which, no
dopbt, must be the political David by whom,the Guliah of
shurope has been brought down. What is the name of that
sgloriqus republic, to which the gr.mtudc of Kurope is
eterpally .due—which, from its innate hatred ta tyranny,
has & perseveringly cxerted itself to liberate the world,
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and, aty last, has suceessfully closed they contest 7 Alas,
gentlemen, such a republie | {lo indeed find 3 but 1 find it
enlisted. and (Gad be thanked 1) enlisted alone, under the
banner of the despot. - But where was the blow struck ?
Where?  Alas for theory!  In the wikls,of despotic
Russin. It was followed up on the plains of Leipsic - by
Russian, Prussian, and Auastrian arms,

But let me not be'mistaken. Do 1, thorolnn-, mean to
contend—do I, therefore, give to our antagenists i the
argument the advantage of aseribing to us the hase tenet,
that an absolute monarchy is better than a free govern-
ment?  God forbid!  What [ mean is this, that, in
appreciating  the comparative  execllenee of  politieal in-
stitutions, in estimating  the foree of  vational  spirit,
and the impulses of national  feellng, it is idle—it is
mere pedimtry, to overlook the affections of nature. The
order of nature could not subsist among mankind, if there
were not an instinelive patriotism; 1 do not say uncon-
nected with, but prior and paramount to, the desire of
political amelioration. It may be very wrong that it should
I so. Leannot help it Gur Business is with faet. And,
surely, it 1s not to he v«ru-llud that tyrantsand conguerors

e should have learned, from the lewons of experienee, that
the lirst consideration suggested to the inhabitamt of any
country, by a forcign invasion, is, not whether the politieal |
constitution of the state be fauliléssly perfeet or not ;. but,
w luth_cr the altar at which he has wnrelupptd—wlu-ther the
home it which hé hay dwelt from his nll'.mm—-whcthvr his
wife and Wit children—whether the tombs of his forefathers
---whether the palace of the sovercign, under whom he was
}mrn, and to wlmm he, therefore, owes (or, if it must l)c L]
ht.u.gd fancies that he, therefore, owes) allegiance, shall be
abandoned ta violenee and profanation. . ]

That, in the infancy of the French revolution, smany
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nations in Europp were, unfortunately, led to beligve and
to act upon a different perduasion, is undoubtedly trues
that whole coumtries were overrun by reforming conguerors,
and flatered themselves with being proselyies till they
found themselves victims,  Fven in this country, as [ bave
already said, there have been times when we have been
cilled upon to consider, whethyr there were uot something
at home which must be mendud, before we could hope to
repel aforeign invader with suceess.

It is fortunate for the world, that this question should
have been tried, if T nay so say, to a disadvantage 3 that i
should have been tried in countries where no man in his
senses will say, that the frame of political society is such as,
according to the most modorste prineiples of regulated
frecedom, it ought tor bes—where, I will venture to say,
without hazarding the imputation of  heing  mysclf
visionary reformer, politie al sociciy Is not such as, after the
successes of this war, and from the h: appy eontazion of the
example of Great Britaing it is sure gradually o become,
It is fortunate for the world, that this question should lave
been tried on its own merit® s that, afler twenty years of
controversy, we should e authorised, by undoubted results,
to revert to nature andy to truth, and o0 disentangle the
genuine feclings of the heart from the obstructions which a
cold, presumptuous, generalizing philosophy had - wound
aromud them, ' .

One of the most delightiul poets of this coumtry, ip de-
seribing the various proportions of patuial blessings ':m(l_
advamages dispenséd by Providgnee to Yhe various nagions
of l.urupt- turns from the luxoriant plains apd scloadless
skivs of Ttaly to the rugged mountains of Switzerlad, and |
J!M]Illlt'n, whether thefe, also, in those barren and storpy
regions, the ¢ patriot passion™ is found  cqually mlprmt(-d

YOR. VI 7z



338 ADDENDA.

on thg heart?  Ile decides the question truly in the
affirmative ; and he says, of the ishabitant of those bleak

wilds,
L}

¢ Dear is that shed to which his soul eonforms
Aund dear chat hill which Litts him to the storpds - -
And, as @ child, when searing sounds molest,
Clings close and eloser Yo the mother's breast,
No the lowd toreent and the whirtwinds roar
But Lind him o his native monntains more,”

What Goldsmith thus beantifully applied to the phy-
sieal varictios of soil and climate, has been found nn less
true with respeet to politieal institutions. .\ sober desive
of improvement, a rational endeavour to redress error, and
to correet imperfeetion in the poliieal frame of hunan
society, are not only natural, but laudable in man. But it
is well that it should have been shown, by irrefragable
proof, that these sentiments, even where most s.lrnngly and
maost justly felt, supersede not that devotion to native soil
which is the foundation of national independence. And it
s gl that it should be undersood and remembered, that
the spirit of national independence alone, aroused w here it

¢ had shubered. enlightened where it had been deluded,
and kindled inmto enthusiasm by the insults and  outrages
of an all-grasping invader, has heen found sufficient, with-
out sinternal changes and compromises  of sovereigns or
governments with their people-- -without relaxations of alle-
ginnee and abjuratigns of authority, %o animate, as with
one pervading soul, the djfferent nations of the continene ;
to cembine, as into one congenial mass, their various feel-
|, ings, p.l»mne, prejudices; to direet these cuncontmu\'d
engrgics, with one impulse, against* the common fyrng;
“and to shuke (and, may wg not hope? to owrthro“) the
Buabel of his iniquitons power, .
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Gentlemen, thgre is another argument, more peguliarly
relating to our own countryy which has, at times, been
interposed to discourage the prosecution of the war.  "That
this country is suflicicht to its own defence, suflicient to its
own happiness, sufficient 10 its own independenee : awd that
the complicated  combinations of continental  policy  are
always hazardous to our interegts, as well as burdensome
to our means, has been, at several Periods of the war, a
favourite doctrine, not only with thos: who, for other
reasons, wished to embarrass the measures of  the Govern-
ment, but with men of the most enlightened minds, of the
most henevolent views, and the most ardent zeal for the
interests as well as the honour of their country. May we
not flatter ourselves, that, upon this point also, experienee
has decided in favous of the course of policy which has
been actuzlly pursued ?

Can any man now look back upon the trial which we
have gone through, and maintain that, at any period during
the last twenty years, the plan of insulated policy could
have been adopted, without having, in the event, at this
day, prostrated England atvhe foot of a congue rorF Greaty
lndw(i, has been the eall upon our cexertions; great,
indeed, has been the drajn upon vur resources 5 longs and
wearisome has the struggle heens and late is the moment
at which peace is brought within our reach. But, e¢ven
though the diflicultics & the contest may have been
enhanced, and its ‘duration protracted by it, yet is there

. . »
any man who ‘seriowsly doubts whether the baving' asso-

ciated our destinies® with the destinies 8f other imtiogs be
or be not that which, under the blessmg of Provi mem'c, has
evcptu.xlly sccured the safety of all ?

LIt is at the moment when such a trial has come to ns
nsuc, that it is fair to ask of thgse who have suffered under’
the pn-.ssurc of protracted excrtion, (and of whom ruthor

’ 7z Q2
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than of those who are assembled avound me-—for by whom
have such privations been h.t more wINI»I\ #)— it is now,
I say, the time to ask whethet ty it amy former period of the
context, such a peace ceuld have beén made as would at
once have guarded the national imterests, and corr sponded
with the national character? 1 address inee A now to such
persons only as think the vjl.um(:. of a nation an essential
part of its strength i, conscquenily, of its sifety. Bt
ify among persons of that de-ripiion, there be one who,
with all his zeal for the glory of his country, has yet, at
times, been willing o abaidon the contest in mere weariness
and despairy of such @ man T vould ashy whether I can
indicate the period st which he now wishes that sach an
abandonment had been corsemed to by the Governinent
and the Parkament of Grem Britain ¢

Is it when the contivent was al pezes when looking
upen e vap of Furoped vou saw one mighty and con-
neeted systom, one grest lundnary, with his attendant sanel-
lites circulating atownd  bim; at that pericd  could 1his
countiy have made paaces and have remained st peace for
o wwelvenionth® - What is. the cmswer? Why, that the
experinent was tied. The result was the rencwal of the
, war. ‘

Wasit at a luer period, \\llt‘ll the continental system
had been established 2 When two-thirds of the ports of
Furope were shut against you# ¢ When but a single link
wits wanting o Lind the continent in a*cireling chain of
iron, which should c-\chulv you from inkereodrse pith other
n.mmh ? G\t that mumunt pu. ee was most o lrncstl\ reconi-
mendyd te vou. At that motent, gentlemen, I first came

* among” you. * At that moment I ventured to recotmendgo
'\'uu perseverafice, pulicnt perseveranve ;. and to express g
hope that, by the mere strain of an unnatural c-llurt, the
misrive bonds imposed upun the nations of the wntuwnt
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might, at no dissnt period, barst asundir. 1 was heard
by you with indulgenee -1 Bnow not whether with convie-
tion.  But is it now lo he regretted, that we did not, at
that moment, yicld to the pressure of our wants, or of our
fears?  What has been the issue ? The contisental svstem
wits completed, with the sole exeeption of Russia, in the
yoar 1812, I that year the prossure upan this country
was undoubtedly painful. Iad we yielded, the svstem
would have Been immortal. We persvered, and, Before
the coneluson of another year, the svatem was at an end
at ain end, as all schemes of violetiee vaturally terminate,
not lev a mild and giadual deeay, such as waits upon a
recular and wellspent life, et by sudden dissolution s at
an end, like the brecking up of a winter’s {rost.  But
vesterday the whole Gxatinent, Tike aomighty plain covered
with one mass of iee, presented (o the view a drear expanse
of barren ynitormity = to-day, the breath of heaven unbinds
the carthy the streams begin 1o flow agpin, and the inter-
course of human Lied revives, ..

Can we rearet that we il nat, Like thesfainting traveller,
lie down o rest—=-hut, indeld, 1 perishe-under the severity
of that inclement sason? - Did we not mere wiscly, to
hear dp, and to wait the change ?

Gientlemen, T have sakd that 1 should he ashamed, and
in truth T should Le so, to addeess vou in the nguage of
exultation, il it were muul_\ for the mduleence, hodever
legitimate, of an “exuberant and ungovernable joy.s But
they who have ~nlu.rul Lreil pn\.t'm-m liave o clafm ngt.
merely to cunwl.llmn, but 1o -mncllnn«r more. * “I'hey are
justly to be compensated for what they have llll(l\'\""nl-\', o
Ipd, or hararded, by thc contemplation of w h.tt llu.\ have,
unined, ,

Wi have gained, then, a rack and authority e Furope,
stich as, for the life of the longest liver of those who now
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hear mg, must place this country upon any eminence which
no probable reverses can sl!akc. ‘We have gained, or
rather we have recovered, a splendour of military glory,
which places us by the side of the gréatest military nations
in the world. At the begiming of this war, while there
wits not a British bosom that did not beat with rapture at
the exploits of our navy, there were few who wuuld not
have been contented® to compromise for that rcput.mnn
alome; to claim the sea as exclusively our provinee, and
to leave to France and the other continental powers the
struggle for superiority by land.  That fabled deity, whom
I sce pourtrayed upon the wall,* was considered s the
exclusive patron of British prowess in battle; but, in
seeming  accordance with the beautiful fiction of ancient
mythology, our Neptune, in the heatof contest, smote the
carth with his trident, and up sprang the fiery war-horse,
the emblem of military power.

Let Portugal, now led to the pursuit of her ﬂ\mg con-
quurm"a—'lvl hh(‘l“ll(‘(l Spain—lct Franee, invaded in her
turn by those wkom she had overrun or menaced with
invasion, attest the teiumphs of “the army of Great Britain,
and the equality of her military with her naval fame. "And

elet those who, even after the triemphs of the Peninsula
had begun, while they admitted that we had indeed wounded
the giant in the heel, still deemed the rest of his huge
frame invulnerable—let them now hebold him recling under
the l)l.qu of united nations, and ackno“fcdgm at one, the
. mlghl tf British army, and the force of® British cmtmplc

I do not say that"these gre considerations with a view to
whicle the*way, it otherwise terminable, ought to have been
" purposcly protracted ; but I say that, upon the retrospedt,
we have good reason to rejoice, that the war was not closed

] . .

L
* A figurc of Neptunc. .
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ingloriously aml.inst-nml_\', when the latter evengs of it
have been siich as Rave established our security by our
glory.

I say we have reason to rejoice, that, during the period
when the gontinent was prostiate before  France—-that,
especially during the period when the continemal system
wis in foree, we did not shrink, from the struggle ; that we
did not ke puace for present nml.mmm-nlnry cise, un-
mindful of the permanent safety and greatness of  this
country 3 that we did not leave unsolved the momentous
questions, whether this country could maintain itself against
Frawe, unaided and alone; or with the econtinent divided 5
or with the continent combined against it : jwhether, when
the wrath of the tyrant of the Furopeith world was Kindled
agaatinet us with sevenfold fury, we could or could not walk
unharmed and unfeticred throngh the Hames ?

I~y we have reason to rejoice, thar, throughout this
more ihan Purick war, in which i hag 50 often been the
pride of our ecnemy to represent herself as the Reme, and
Englaind as the Carthage, of madern times, (wil.h at least
this colour for the compartion, that the utter dostruetion of
the modern Cathage has unitormly been proclaimed to be
indispensable 1o the gr.mtm-ssnl.' her rival), --we have, Ty
sy, reasoll to rejoiee, that, unlike our assigned prototype,
we have not heen diverted by internal dissensions from the
vigorous support of a tital struggle s that we hawe not
suflered distress nor clamour to distract our counscls,, or to
cheek theexertions'of our arms. . " -
Gentlewen, for l:“'cmy years that 1 "have =t *in Rarlia-
mept, I have been an advocate of the wary  Youskuew
tdis when you did me the honour to (-hm.mc me as your,
representative. T then told you that 1 was the advogate
of the war, because T was a luver of peace; but of a peace
that should be the fruit of honourable exertion, a peace
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that shquld have a character of dignityy a peace that should
be worth preseeving, and shopld be dikely to” endure. 1
confess I was not sanguine enough, at that time, to hope
that T should so soon have an opportuhity of justifying my
professions.  But T know not why, six weeks henee, such a
peace should not be made as England may not only be
glad, but proud to l.mh eNot such a peace, g runllmm-u.
as that of Amicns -a'short and feverish interval of unre-
freshing repese. During that peace, which of you went
or sent i son to Paris, who did not feel or learn that an
Englishman appearad in France shorn of the dignity of
" his comtry 5 with the mien of a suppliant, and theecon-
seious prostravion of a man who had consentad to purchae
his gain or his case by submission - But et a posee be
made to-morrow, such as the allies hate now the power to
dictate, and the meanest of the subjects of this kingdom
shall not walk the streets of Paris without Iuing peinted
out as the compatriot of Wellington 2 as one of that nation,
whosc firmmness ad perseveranee have hinabled Franee and
reseud .l.urupv .
« Is there any man that has a Beart in his bosom who does
not find, in the c(.mvmplminn of this contrast alone, a
o recompense for the strugeles aud the sullerings of years?
But, gentlemen, the doing right is not only the mest
horourable course of action-—it is also the most prolitahle
in itseeesult. . At any former perfod of the war, the inde-
pomlvnu- of almost all the other countries, our allics, would
have'been to be ptirchased with sacrifices profu»u.y poured
“out from <he Jup & Britigh victory. Nota throne to he
re-cstgblisked, not a provinee to he evacuated, not a garrizon
'tu be \ulhdmwn, but this country would have had to make °
com.ln-nmtmn, ont of her conquests,’ for the conccssmnw
obtained Jfrom the cnemy. , Now, happily, this \\utk is
already dong, cither by our offorts or to our hands, « The
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Peninsula frc(:—vvtlull|\\l||l commonwealth of  lropean
states already, in a gheat measure, restored, Great Britain
may now appear in the congress of the world, rich in con-
quests, nobly and rightfully won, with litde elaim upon
her faith ordier justice, whatever may be the spontaticous
impulse of her generosity or her moderation.

Such, ;_rg-nllvnwn, is the sitaation and prospeet of afiairs
at the moment at which I have the honour to address you.
That you, gentlemen, may have your full share in the
prosperity of your country, is my sincere and et wish.
"T'he courage with which von hore up in adverse eirenm-
stanets, eminertly eititles you to this resard.

For myscf. genthomen, while | rejoiceds $our returning
prosperity, | rejoice also that eur conneetion hegan under
anspices so much les? favourable s that we had an oppor-
tunity of knowing cach other’s minds in times when the
mils of yen are brought o the proof - tines of trial and
difficulty.  § had the satisfaction of avoving to you, and
vou the candour and magnanimity to approve, the prinei-
plos amd opinions by which my public conduct has,uniformly
heen, guidaed, at o pe riod when the’ sounduess of those
opinions, and the applieation of these prineiples, was matter
of doubt and controverty. 1 thought, and 1 said, at the '
time of our first meeting, that the cause of Englnd and of
civilized FEurope must be ultimately triumphant, i we but
preserved our spirit untiinte dy and our constaney unshithen,
Such an assertion was, at that time, the objeet of rulu-u]v
with many persons? a single vear has , clapsed. and it 4. -
now the voice of the whole world, e

Gentlemen, we may, therefore, confidently in.dulgf' the.
hdpe, that our npinim.lw will continue in unjson;-that our:
conenrpence will be as cordial as it has hitherto beengeif,,
ushawpily.-any new oceasion of difliculty or cnbarrassment
should hercalter arise. .
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At the present moment, 1 am sure, ¥e are equally desir-
ous to bury the recollection Jof all dur differences with
others in that general fecling of exultation in which all
opinions happily combine.

SPEECH AT LIVERPOOL,

A¥TER HAVING BEEN CHAIRED, THE [2TH oF JuNE, 15§06,

(FENTLEMEN,

Ir 1 could forget all the trouble and inconvenience which
have been oceasioned to you,and could contemplate the result
of this day only as it affeets myself, what reaspn’ should
I not have to pour forth my gratitude to those men who
have liboured against me with so vexatious an opposition !
For, with,whatever spirit and dm"’u they may bave acted,
I' will venture to aflinm, that ‘never did the most anxious
and active friendship procure for any individual such a

“triumph as their hostility has darned for me this day.
They laboured to separate us from cach other; and they
have united us more closly than before. "They hoped to
cifacd the memory of that victory which crowned  your
fornyge exertions in my favour: and thcv have, if not
—tfaced, yet thrown it into the shade, b_y the trAnscendunt
splendonr'of this dm s trimph, by the increased and over-
. rowdHng demonstrations of your unwenried kindness .and
eregard. - Indebted to my opponents for the exciteming
Wwhich has called forth these dcmnnstratlom, what g heart

must 1 have; gentlemen, if* 1 did not bless their bengficent
cnmity ! !
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But, gentlemon, k‘mud as | naturally must be %of what
I have experienced this day, and exalted as [ cannot but
feel myself by the m:momplmiun of the magniticent scene
which is now before me, by the view of those countless mul-
titudes, ameng which every eye is turned upon me with an
expression of benignity 5 yet 1 do assure you, gentlemen,
and there are those around me-who can vouch for the truth
of what T say, that T was most anxious-—that it was my
fixed purpose and determination, to entreat you to spare
yourselves the trouble of this day’s ceremony. 1 did not
think that the occasion of returning your representative,
on 2 re-clection, called for any peculiar expression of
triumph : nor did T think, that a vietorv.- .¢F a non-exist-
ing, or non-appearing adversary, justified the same marks
of exultation as when' able, substantial antagonists had been
driven from the field. .

But, geptlemen, my mind was changed, and 1 yiclded
to the wishes of my friends, upon irdormation which |
have reccived to-day.  'The natare of that informition 1
will sfate to you. 1 am .u-;aurﬂl from London, and upon
testipony from which it is 1m|m~lblc for me to withhold
my helief, that there were among, our antagonists some who
reckoned upon intimiddtion as an iustrument of success. '
In.the first moments of transport, at the promising com-
mencement of the riots, tlwv communicated this hope to
their friends in the m(.tro]mlln. They fondly flattered
themselves that you, gentlemen, could be scared from my
side, and 'th.tt 1 shuuld be foreed to 'ruprc. Tutimidation !
how littlg do they know cither we or you! Aflcr this in-
formation, I felt that it would be a false delicacy ‘to abstain_
fdm any expressions of exultation, and that our conduct:
nnt,ht be liable to misconstruction, if we abrldgud by 3
singla formality, the trivwph of this day.

Galtlemen, with the clection, let the local topics, the
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local enthities, the local dmg’numumwrt' the clection cease.
But cease not with the chvetion the piinciples upon which
your choice has been founded, on whomever, at any time
hereafier, your choice may fall, whether on myself or on
a worthier object.  For, gentlemen, 1 know RBow little 1
ought te consider myscit' as contributing to the glorious
result of this contest. « Much less important is iteto whem,
individually, you commit your representation in Parliament,
than that you should lix stendily in your minds the standard
by which that representative shall b tricd. Lot him be
man true to the principles of the constitution, not as under-
stoad in the new-Lingled dectrines of the day, bat as thine-
mitted o ws fron, . e tines, belore the pure currcnt of
British freedem had been conianinaied by the influx of
fordign theories. ’

Gentlemen, we ail keow, that, on the former ceeasion,
in 1812, the eves of Englwd were, in a greav measure,
fixed upon Liverposl, as the aréna in which the contost
hetween two sets of’ politicad prinviples was to e deeided.
But on that ()(l.hlull, gentlemey, Ilmu-rh you ceenpicd a
«?nat space - the pu‘»!lc 'lﬂl'lll()", you could not com-
pletely monopolize it. "Fhere was then a genral clection.
“Phe interest excited, indeed, by the Liverpool contest,
was pretty widely diffused, but the actual war was amohg
ourselves; no steanger had leisare Jo mingle in our hattle.
-‘\mon'-r other consequenices of this state of, things, one was,
that af¢ were telprably ivee from imported mlumnv; andd
=th.t, mnsulcmlg the e amence of the contest, there was,
so far'as 1 l\mm, little of yiersonal malignity mixed with it.
Nathe i‘ri‘m‘llf instance, Liverpool alone has fixed the wialis-
racted attentiow of both partics, and upon me, in ]mrticula‘r,-
kavt: the full phials of whiggish wrath been discharged.

Hlamlm;_, thus exposed, T’ have had whyt sohie would
call the misfortune, but what 1 must xow esteem the sin-
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gular happiness, oﬂ\lwing a mark for the attacksef every
political enemy that{l have 4n the world. 1 do Liverpool
the justice to acknowledge, gentlomen, that the grossest
and foulest ealummick are not of native produce, but have
heen rolled down, in one tide of filth, from the fountain
head of whigreish detraciion in London. Al the approved
practices ut the hibellers of fonmer p-ruul-. have been re-
sortal 1oz my private Listory ransaed Red for tapics of abuse 3
every action, every ineonsiderate word, of - carlier life
rahed up, and_recor: ded with malignant industry s and
invention enlled in aid where r -w.u'dl could find no theme
of igveetive: —-
we

— ¢ Tl lie, 5o 0lt o'cyrown,

Th' imputed trash aned ponsense, not my own ;™
T )

ail, all has been exhausted : and what is the result?
"That in-r- I «tand.

(u-'lllmm-n, amongst other charges, gne of fair hostility,

but whitsically choseny considering the quarter freny, which
it comes, is that of my being about toeact in public life
with men from whom T hatt odessiona¥y differed inopinioh.
“L‘llt.lt'lllcll, the charge is substantially unfounded. Tt is
unfornded, Iveause, tlough, on particular questions, I
mayy have differed from many of my present colleagues
(as what two men may nm oceasionally differ, if cach has
an opinion of his own ?) ‘vet, upon all the great ontlifies of
our political system, and upon every m.un prnu-lplv affeet-
ing the forcigm puln"\' of England, our opmmm have gew-
rally concurred. Those opinions 1 ll-l\'(‘, to the best of my
power, supported, in whatever hands the governmdit
the country has been placed. T have supported them note.
Tess strenuously wheh myself out of oilice, th.m whes I
for lllt‘(r.l part of the Administsation.

humlc-nwn, 1 am really alarmed at the state of pressure
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in which T see great part of the mufitugde below.  1Tad
I not better take leave of yéu, and{entrcat you to dis-
perse £*

Perhaps, gentlemen, 1 was the mord alive to the danger
to which I apprehended you to be exposed, and the more
anxious to dismiss you before any accident had happened,
from recollecting, that one of; the charges most frequently, of
late, preferred against me is, my habit of addrésing you.
And vet, gentlemen, | am old enough to remembery when
the great idol of whiggism himselft (of whom 1 mean to
speak with all reverence and honour), in the plenitude of
his glory, and in the maturity of his mighty powers, dig not
disdain to mezant various rostre, and to deseant, not to his
constituents only, bt to whoever would come to hear him,
upon oppression,  grievanee, tyranuy,e taxes, and war, and
all other matters hest ealeulated to rouse the passions of
the populace.  Nor are there wanting imitators in our days,
who pursue the sanje course, whenever the pcnplc will listen
to llll.‘l.!l.,

But, gentlemens the selfstyled whigs have a most con-
vtnient, though somewhat ‘arbitrary, mode of nrgumunt
T'o them every made of lmlmcal warfare is lawful ; but to
than only: the people are theire praperty ; and wo-be to
the unlicensed intruder who presumes to trespass upon the
manor.  Or is this the distinction to be taken against me?
Am Fvilified, not because I addrefs the people, but because
I address them on the side of tranquillity and good order?
lh.lt, ‘instead of su.lung out cvery tu‘plc of delusion and
inflajmmation, I anl more,solicitous to "bring before them

e L]

:, * M. (,,nnmnF retired for 2 few moments, until the pressm'oof
lhe crowd had, in some measure, dimidished ; and then, bemg
lnuthy and repeatedly called for, again came forward. ‘

+ The Right Honourable Charles James Fox, * .
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rgounds for congenwnent, and motives of attachinent to
their country,--to f\l(‘ll‘t‘ ate® their duties as well as their
rights, and to hold them firm in their allegiance to the eon-
stitutional monarchy’of England #  Am T arraigned on an
inverted construction of the rules of civilized warfare, not
because I scatter arrows amang the people, but heeause my
arrows are not poisoned ¥ .

But, géntlemen, to reeur to the’ point at which I was
interrupted by my alarm for your safeiy. By the organ of
what party is 1t that T am aceused of inconsisteney, for
acting with mon from whom T may have oc c.1~mn.lllv dif-
fered? Why, gentlemen, by the organ of a party whose
birth and growth, whose essenee and clemen*; are coalition ;
a party which sprung from the coition hetween Lord
North and Mr. Fox.rand which has been revived, within
all our memories, by the coalition hetween Lord (ﬂ't'l'l\I"(‘
and Lord Grey; a party of which, in spite of all its coali-"~
tions, the .lllt"l'!llll.‘!'.s are, in reality, so ljttle conlescent, that,
but last year, on the greatest question which gver the
Government of this country was called upon to decide and *
its Parliament to sanction=on the question of the rencwal
of the war against Bonaparte- ~they were divided half and
half' » and all that was of most \n.-ight or ornament in their *
party, fought the hattle of the Ministers against the re-
mainder.  That remainder, indecd, true to their old ereed,
would have extended the*doctrine of coalition to Bonaparte.
But you, gentlethen, I know, have candour enough, to do
justice to public men, of whatever party, when thet stapd |
up fairly for their tountry ; and, you rémemboer,® with just
acknowledgment, that the mauly and consistpnt®elogmenge
of,Lord Grenville, the splendid enthusiasm of Grattan, and,
Yhe commanding enerfry of Plunkett, were excrted, on t,]lal.
memorablc occasion, in defence,of that system, of mmeuros,
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by which, in defiance of the whig ]mlI‘_\', this country : ;d
Furope have been preserved.

Grentlemen, there is yet a heavier ehar e than (‘llll('l" of
those which I have stated to you.  Itis, gentlemen, tlﬁat L.
am an adventurer. To this charge, as T undgrstand.i ll, I'-_
wn willing to plead guilty. A representative of the people,

1 am one of the people 5 and 1 present myself 1o lho:c who
choose me only with the elans of charaeter, (he' they what
they may,) un.wcu.'dllml hy patrician patronage or party
recommendation.  Nor is it in this free country, where, in
every walk of life, the road of honourable suceess is cpen
to every individual =T am sure it is notin this place,. that
I shall be l"‘l‘h‘l'llll to apologize for wo presenting myself
to your choice. T know there is a political ereed, which
assigns to a certain combination of' great fmilies a right to
dictate to the sovervign and to influence the people ; and
that tLis doctrine of hereditary aptitude for ;uh;ninistrn‘.iun
is, sinzularly enough, most prevalent among those who find
nothing more Javglable than the principle of legitimacy in

“the Crowa. .

«‘To this theory Tdave never' subseribed.  IF to (lcpond
dircetly upon the peaple, s their representative in P arlin
ment 3 if, as a servimt of tie ¢ rewn, to lean on no wother
support than that of public confidence—if that be to he,an
adventurer, T plead guilty to the eharge, and 1 would not
exchange that situation, to whatver taants it may expose
me, fpr all the advantages which might Be derived from an
anwa\ry of a butdred generations, ¢ Yo

Gentlemen, 1 will not gletain you Im'mor. I have said,
that & wikl ngt go back to any of the events of the election.

Suﬂwc it, that, whatever may be my opinion with roape:t
to ghe opposition which has heen mdde to your \\mhw i
my favour, I can truly say for myself, that 1 cnrry no re-
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senlmenh away pith me.  Even were 1 disposed to enter-

tam any such ﬁ-chnrr my lnnrt would not, at this mowent,
. llave room for them, o full i it of the sense of your kind-
. nesdes, of acknowledfment, and of exultation.

SPEECH

AT THE PUBLIC DINNER AT LIVERPOOL, IN TIE MUSIC TTALL,
ON MONDAY, THE 29TH OF JUNE. ISIS, AFTFZ IS HEALTH
HAD BEEN DRUNK. ;

GENTLEMEN, -
It was &t my suggestion, that your worthy chairman had
the goodness to mahe sz alteration’in the order of the
tonsts as they stand on the printed eard, and ln‘lﬁ-npnso,\
before my health, which yoar have jugg done me the honogr
to dfink, the health of those persons by whose suffrages T
have.been clevated to the situativh of your representative, |,
and of those who, had  their sulfeages been wanted, would
have eontributed to that clevation. It is in the natural
order of things, gentlanen, that cause should pgecede
effcet; and, before you expressed your rejoicing on my
return, 1, wis anxjous that due m-l\noulmlnrmont.;lmuld
have lm‘n paid to those whose votes, “or whose j nuommm to
come forward,—intentions as notorious and s wlhc'y-mm
aa;,t'hur votes,—gave cffeet to the wishes of lhls l"l't."lt mm‘I-
‘mumty in my favours '
Gulllvmvn, six years have (-l:lpsml sinee T was first phcod
in thgt envieth situation, Search the records of hlstory,

* YOL. V1. . A A
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where shall we find six Jears so fcrhlv in, events 3 and in
vvents not only of such lmmm.w lmvurlunvo, but of such
various character,—-at one timie so avful and appalling, at
another so full of encouragement and of glory 7 We have,
within this period of time, had war— peace--war again—
and again a peace, which, I Hatter myself, is now settling
itself for a long duration.

In many of thost changes, gentlemen, as they were
taking place, and with respeet to all of them while they
were yet in doubtful futurity, the opinions which 1 hold
with you, and by holding which with '_\'ou I am alone
worthy to represent you, have heen controverted by predie-
tions which, i prospeet, it would have been presumptaous
to dispute, but whish, in retrospeet, it is now pleasant to
contempiate. -

When £ first, in obedience to your call, presented myself
before you, it was at that period of a war, already of pear
twenty years' duration, in which the erisis of the fate of
nations seemed 1o he arrived. It was at that pvrmd of the
campargn, destined to he decisive of that war, in which the
cnemy appearad in fis most gigantic dimensions, and had
begun to run his most extravagant eareer. 1t would be
little disparagement to the stongest heart to say, that it
shrunk from the contemplation of a might so overwhelm-
ing ; and it required, perhaps, as much courage as sngm.:il y
to derive, from the ill-compounded materials of the colossus,
a hupe or an cxpeetation of its fall.  We were, indeed,
Ioudly~ told at that time, that resistence Was altogether
ho]n.lcss seand yous gunt]cmm, were enéouraged to believe,
tlmt.:f by rejecting me, whose polities were supposed W be
ldcnnﬁc(l mth the prosceation of the war, and by returning
"to Parliament, as your representatives, those who thegi
snhutod..)our suffrages in opposition to me, you' would
mark your disapprobation of the continuance of so lm]x!lesa
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a contest, you wyuld, by this demonstration of thy opinion
of so considerable a part of*the British cmpire, infallibly
produce a peace, wills all its attendant blessings.

Against these fullicious but inviting assurances, with all
the respongbility that  belonged to the anticipation of
brighter prospeets in the midst of overwhelming  gloom,
and to the denial of associations Familiar m the mouths and
in the minds of men, | ventured to tull vou that peace was
uot in your power. exeept through the road of victory;
and | ventured 1o tell you further, that peace, if sought
through any other path, would not he lasting; and that,
come when it might, it would not come, in the first instance,
with all the blessings of ordinary peace in it: train.

At the end of the period which shas clapsed, compare
what | then said to you with what has actually taken
place.

If, at the time of which I am speaking, in 181, this
great town had contributed its share towards forcing a
change in the national couneils, by rejecting the ngaa whose
political existence was identified with the suecess “of the

wa, ¢ and by choosing othes's iz his rosm \\huw reputatian
dcpcndvd upon its failure : and if, gentlemen, you had had
the misfortune to sucewd in forcing such a change, 1 ash»
you whether you believe that England would have stood
ereet, as she has done, with her enemy prostrate at her feet,
and with Europe saved by her assistanee # »

But, gentlemdn, as il to defeat and " discredit the pro-
fessors ofs |x)ﬁt1(--11 propheey. you have had also -'l‘ll‘l-ll of .
puace, not wholly correspondipg with their ald‘lt‘lpi]h()lh.
L told wu, in 1812, that nothing was casicr thin tesdggw
ﬂattenng views of distant prospeets; but thfu. there werg

‘.clrcumsmmm to be'taken into account in'the estimatg. of
war .md peace which bafled caleulation. 1 rolde you that

B AA2
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Tk wan (not war generally, as has falsely been imputed,
but Tur wak in which we were then engaged) was, from
its peculiar character, one in which; though the common
characteristics of peace—such as trafiquillity and absence
of bloodshed, and frecdom from alarm, were necessarily
suspended, yet the springs of enterprise were not cut off,
nor the activity of commeree altogether paralyzal : nor
would the restoration of peace necessily and at onew
restore the state of things which =0 long aud so extraor-
dinary a war had interrupted.

And why, gentlemen? Beeause L was desirous, as was,
I say, falsely imputed to me, of dissociating the natural
combinationeof war and peace from their respeetive autri-
butes P—of holding ut war as, for its own sake desirable,
and peace as, initself, unlovely ? o No, mentlemen ; bat
because | wished to represent to- yon things as they really
were, or, atleast, ax, inmy ownhonest judgment, 1 saw them ;
beeause, | wished to dissipate the projudices which were
attempted to be raised against a war on the issue of which

' our national cxistence depended, by pressing into the ser-

vice those common<place avgubients against war \|hl(‘h,
however abstractedly true, were not true as to the war in
* question 3 and by holding out all these common-place induce-
ments 1o peace, which, though also true in the abstract,
could not have heen true of any peace concluded on igno-
minious terms, and have not bee found true of the first
years of a peace succeeding to a war of Such unexampled

dlurt. and protraction., .

'l‘I\-xt thee war bad had the effect of opcn'mg unusual
chanx.ds of cqmmercial enterprise ; that it had given a new
aud u\ztr.mrdumry stimulus to  eommercial activity nml
'ntg-l'l“"-“" that the war had ercatéd—I do not _say a
wholesome, 1 do not say a substantial, [ do not say ‘a L per-
manent prosperity 3 but that it had creatéd a prospemy
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peculiar to itsel, and which atoned, in some megsure, for
its evils, and enabled the co'\mtrv, in some measure, to bear
up against the dllhc‘ulluw incident to wars all these were
matters of faci, \».ugh, as such, | stated to you —-and stated
them as affording, not motives, but consolations—uot in-
ducements to prolosg, heyond necessity, a war which might

be safely  terminated at will, but reasons for bearing

pativntly cvils 1o which it was not in our power to put an

end, That this was a foreed and unnatural state of things,

ncither 1 nor any man pretendd to deny 3 bhut whether we
alone could enjoy @ sound and natural repose, in the foreed
and® unnatural state of Furope -—whether any peace which

could be made by us, while sl Europe remaiged under the
controul of our enemy, would he azpeace worthy of the
mune 3 this was a qutstion which might fairly be mooted,

withont depreciating the blessings of peace, or denying thc
general preferableness of peace to war. Qur adversarics
represented the war as uncompensated, evil and volumary

selfinfliction : peace, as unequalified prosperity, and as im-
mediately within our sEras. My business-—the, business of®
truth —was to show, that™Tue’ war-ough all war is full
of evil —-had yet mitigations, and, hesides, would not cease
at our bidding ; that jpeace would not come at our call,
and, besides, that when ic came, it would bring with it its
privations.  The stimulus of the war withdrawn, nanu-
facturing in(imtr_y would necessarily languish: the channels
of commerce, forced open by the war, having closed, com-
mereial mtcrprm'must neeessarily, lw checked &I new
channels were c\plured, and the mére cessatfon of thc
¢ tyade of war' *itselfy in all its various bgandhes, “““xli‘,‘t
Jbisth discontinue the occupation of a ]mpulalmn which it
“tad egeated, and throw additional crowds on mcupalpns
alreagly overstocked.  Tlere were causes sufficient for the
incvituble privations and derangements of a first year of
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peace after any war, but much more after a war of such
extraordinary magnitude and cxtension

It required no great sagacity to zm--.(-v these things ;
but, in those who did foresee them, it mmld have been, at
least, disingenuous 1o assert——or to suffer the assertions to
go uncontroverted—-that the war was our single and volun-
tary suffering, and thap peace was not only attainable, but
would be an instant and perfeet cure.

Such, gentlemen, is the true account of that wemporary
stagmation. of commereial industry and  enterprise which
has been insidionsly imputed o national exhaustion 3 of
the diflicalty in providing employment for an exubesant
population (the harvest of a long war) upon the sudden
return of peace, and Bfore the world had yet righted itself
after all its convulsions, ‘

.. Either our antagonists foresaw these immediate and
neeessary - consequences of the discontinnanee of war, or
they did not. I they did foresee thems would it not have
been fajr o have shaded a little more carcfully the bright
‘prospects which they painted of the peace to come?  IF
nof, would it not be fuir in them’ fo acknowledge, that they
had been oo sanguing il! their anticipations ?  But, what
ssurely is not fair nor reasonable isathat no sooner was' the
peace which they had so Tong clamourad for obtaimed, thgn
they proceeded with as much pathos as they had bestowed
upon ¢he evils of war, to deplord the sulli rings of that
moment which they had predicted as one uf unqualified
hnppnm&s. t L .

They befran theirfamentytions over iangmshmg nulmtrv,
and. tinted  cpmmeree, and unemployadl pupul.lllon ay if
J.hcu- evils were not the natural and necessary consequences
of qn.nmdahlv (b]u.r.umg causes 3 as if they were the erea-s
tion of sue Jnaligmant influcnce, which, wlu-(hvr m wal
or in peace; blighted the destinies of the country,
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Is it intended to maintain this proposition, that, in order
to produce the I)l(-esm«m with which peace ongfit to be
accompanicd, the way ought 'to have been concluded with
defeat, and the peaco to have been a peace of humiliation ?
If so, I can understand the arguments and acknowledge
the consisteney of those who pretend to have been disap-
pointed at the tardy reappearanee of the blessings which
they pronfised us 3 for, undoubtedly sthe war was concluded
with triumphs, which must have deranged all the anticipa-
tions which were founded on the basis of unconditional
surrender and stbmission.

Rut, gentlemen, labouring as 1 do under the imputation
of being a great lover of war, | am almost afraid 10 sy,
that there are some things in the war which | regret, and
some things in the peaee which | ik as Tittle as even those
privations of which we have been speaking, but which are,
happily, in a course of daily diminution.  The war divigdedds
the politiéal parties of the country on one "great question,
which involved and absorbed all niinor  considerations,
With war, party has not ceased 5 but our differencss are of,
a sort more ignoble and more .al.m\nuu' The line of
demarcation during the war w av—resistanee or non-resist-
anee o a foreign enemy @ the line of demareation now is—
maintenance or stibversion of our wternal institutions.

* Gentlemen, it docs seem somewhat singular, and 1 con-
ecive that the historiansof future times will he at a los to
imagine how it should happen, that, at this ]u;rlirulur
period, at the clesg of a war of such ungxampled hridiancy,
in which this country had acted a part so much beyonal it
physicdl strength and its apparent: resources, ghere should
grise a sect of philosophers in - this countryy who- Iu-«rm to
suspect something rotten i the British € stitation. The
history of Furope for the last twenty-five yoars, is some-
thing like this. A power went forth, aniimated with the



J60 ) ADDENDA,

spirit of evil, to overturn every community of the civilized
world. “Before this drc'ulful..t«.ul.ml, cmpires, and mo-
narchies, and republies bowed': ean[ were crushad to the
carth, and some bought their safety by compromise.  In
the midst of this wide-spread ruin, among mtmung columns
and falling edifices, one fabrie alone stood erect "and braved
the storm; and not ouly provided for its own interi: al
sceurity, but sent forth, at every portal, asdstahee o its
weaker neighbours.  On this edifiee floated that ensigm,
[pointing to the English ensign |, a signal of raliving to the
combatant, and of shelter to the fidlen.

To an impartial ohserver - 1 will not say to an inhe bigant
of this little foertress - 10 an impartial observery in whatever
part of the world, ong siould think somcthing of this sort
would have ovearred.” Here is a fabgie constructed upon
some principles not common to others i its neighbourhood 5
«:..eiples which enable it to stand ereet while every thing
is prostrate around it In the construction of this fubric
there must be some ‘eurious felic itv, which the eve of the
philosopacr would be well employed in-investigating, and
“h'u-h its m‘nghlmm 5 play profit by adopting. T’ his, I say,
gentlemen, would have been an obvious inference. But
what shall we think of thefr undergandings who draw. an
mtvrcmc dircetly the reverse # and \\lm say to us— Yon
have stood when others have fallen: when others have
cruucht.:d, you have borne yourselven aloft; you alone have
resisted the power which has shaken and swallowed up half
the civifiged world. . We like not this suspitioud peguliarity.

“The¥e must be smm.tlnng wrong in your ifternal conforma-
tion.' “"lul “this unhappy curu».ny, and in the spirit uf
this perverse analysis, they proceed to disseet our € onstitue
tion. T hey tindethat, like other states, swe have l.m(m.u'dl 3
tha & nobiljty, though not organized like ours, is conimon
to all the great empires of Europe ; but that our distineslon
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lies in a popular assembly, which gives life, and yigour,
and strength to the whole frame of the Government. Iere,
therefore, they find lh' seat of our disease.  Our peceant
part is, undoubtedly, Yhe House of Commons.  Lence our
presumptuous exemption from what was the common lot of
all our neighbours : the anomaly ought forthwith to be
corrccted 5 and, therefore, the Jouse of Commons must be
reformed. ’

Gentlemen, it cannot but have struck you as somewhat
extraordinary, lh.u whereas, in speaking of foreign sove-
reigms, our reformers are never ve ry sparing of uncourtly
epithyts 3 that whereas, in discussing the general principles
of government, they seldom omit :an opportunity of disere-
diting and deriding the privileged erders of society 5 yet,
when they come to dispuss the British Constitution, nothing
can be more respectful than their linguage towards the
(‘rown nuthm" more forbearing than their treatment o
the aristocracy.  With the Iouse of € ommons ; alone they
take the freedom of familiarity ; upon it they pour out all
the phials of their wrath, and exhaust thejr (lcmmu.mom of «
amendment. o - .

Goentlemen, this, though extraerdinary, is not unintel-
ligible. "T'he reformers age wise in'their generation. . They
know well enough—and have read plainly enough in our
own history, that the prerogatives of the (frown and the
privileges of the pecragé would be but as dust iy the
balance against a preponderating democracy.  They mean
democracy, anll nothing clse. A, give them but adTouse
of Commons constriteted on their own principles—the ln-E-r-
age and the throne may exist for day, but may be sept
from the face of the earth by the first angry vote of such a
1,[0um.' of C'ommons. * . )

Iti IS, therefore, utterly unnegessary for the reformers t
declarg, hostility to the Crown; it iy, therefore, utterly
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superflyous for them to make war agajnst the peerage.
Thev know that, let but theiw principles have full play, the
Crown and the pecrage would be to fhe Constitution which
they assail, but as the bagiage to' the army - and the
destruction of them but as the gleanings of the battle.
They know that the batle is with the Touse of Commons,
as at present constituted 3 and that, tat onee overthrown,
and another popular *assembly constructed on ‘their prin-
ciple, as the ereature and depository of the people’s power,
and the unrcisoning instrument of  the pmplvs will, there
would notemly be no chanee, but (1 will go further for
them in avowal, thongh not in intention, than they gp for
themselves) there would not be a pretence for the existenee
of any other branch gf the Constitution,

Gentlenen, the whole fullaey liesdin this: the reformers
reason from false premises, and, theretore, are driving on
i ir unhappy, adhorents to false and dangerous conclusions.
The Constitution ul ihis country i a monare h‘,(-unlrullml
hy two .|~~cm|»lu-~ the une hereduary, and independent
alihe of the Crown and the peaple; the other clected by
and for Ui prople lut ciceted fbr the purpose of contfolling
and now of ahninistering the Government.  "The error of
the refurmers, it error it can be galled, is, that they argue
as il the Constitation of this country was a broad and level
democrzey, inlaid  (For ormaenent sake) with a peerage, and
tepped (by sulferanee) with a Crdwn.

If they say, that, for such o Constitation, that is, in
ol afor an necontrolled - demoeraey, *the *prevent House
ul'(‘mnmun,.s is not suflicieptly popular, they are right ; hut
slu‘li‘ s Censtitution is net what we have or what we dusire.
_ We re Imrn mder s monaweehy, which it is our (luty
mue N oas itis Yor our happiness, o' preserves :uul whu.h
There cannot be a shadow of doubt that the reforms which
are recommended to us would desteov, .
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U love the mouarchy, gentlemen, beeause, limitgd and
controlled as it is in our happe. Constitution, | befieve it to
be not only the safest ilrpnsitnr_\' of powzr, but the surest
suardian of liberty. Tiove the system of popular repre-
scntation, geptlemen :-—who can have more eamse 1o value
it highly than L feel at this moement- -reflecting on the
triwmiphs which it has carmed for me, and addresing those
who have been the means of achicding them 2 But of
popular representatien, I think, we have cnough for every
purpose of jealous, steady, correetive, oflicient control over
the acts of that monarchical power, which, for the safety
and jor the peace of the community, is lodged in one saered
family, anel deseendible from sive to son,
If any man tell me, that the popplar principle in - the
Tlouse of Commons i not stiong enough for effeetive con-
trol, vor diffused  cnough o ensure sympathy with (he
people, Tappeal to the whole cousse ol the frmsctions ol
the last war; 1 desive to have citad to e the instanees in
which the House of Commons has failed, cither ta express
the matured and setthod opinion of the nation, or to convey
At to the Crown. But T s dhose who way undertake $o
make the citation, that they do not (as, in faet, they almost
always do) substitute their own for the national opinion, and
then complain of its haviug heen inperfeetly echoed in the
House of Commons.
If, on the other hand,'it be only meant 1 say, it the
House of Comnions is not the whole government ol the
‘country-- shich, iRl power be noy ondy fior buein the
’ pe‘bplv, the Honse of: Commons wught fo be, it the "vuinlv
Cwerg adequately represeted—1 answer, thagk *God-ig_is

not so! -Guod forbid it should ever aim ar bovoming so !
' Bu they look far short of the ulimate ofiver of the doe-
tiney of the present days who donor see tha lln-il'h-mlm-m-tv

i~ ot unthe @ House ol Conpmons such s, in theory, it



364 ADDENDA.

has alyjays been defined—a third branch of the legislature ;
but to absorb the legislative :}'hd executive powers into one;
to create an immediate delegation of the whole authority of
the people--to which, practically, nothing could, and, in
reasoning, nothing ought to stand in opposition.

Gentlemen, it would be well if these doctrines were the
chullitions of the momenty and ended with lh.e oceasions
which naturally give them their freest play : 1 mean, with
the scason of popular clections.  But, unfortunately, dis-
seminated as they are among all ranks of the community,
they are doing permanent and incaleulable mischicf. llow
lamentably is experience lost on mankind ! for whew—in
what age, in what country of the world—have doctrines of
this sort been reducegl to practice, without leading, throngh
anarchy, to military despotism?  "Bhe revolution of the
seasons is not more certain than is this connection of events
*1u'the course @f moral nature.

Gentlemen, to theories like these you will do me the
Justice to remember that 1 have alwayx opposed myself’;
not more sinee 1 have had the honour to represent this
cemmunity, than when T was wictrtain how far my opinious
on such subjects might coincide with yours.

Yor opposing these theories, gentlemen, L bave become
an object of peculiar obloquy; but I have borne that
obloquy with the eonsciousness of having discharged my
duty 5 and with the consolation, that the time was not far
distant when 1 should come here among you, (to whom .
alone T-owe an atcount of my public<conduct,y—when, I
should have.an oppértunity of hearing from you, whetler
I had (as I flattered mysclf) spoken the sense of the second ”
commercial community in England ; and when, xf—un-
fortunately and contrary to my belief—I had separated
m)sdf insopinion from you, I should learn the grounds of
that separation.
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Gentlemen, my object, in political life, has always been,
rather to reconcile the,nation to the lot which has fallen to
them (surely @ most gl-iriou.-z and blessed lot among nations!)
than to aggravate incurable imperfections, and to point out
imaginary and unattainable excellencies for their admira-
tion. I have done so, because though | am aware that
more splendidly popular systems of yovernment might be
devised than that which it is our happiness to enjoy, it is, |
believe in my conscience, impossible to devise one in which
all the good quaiities of human nature should be brought
more heneficially into action--in which there should be as
much order and as much liberty— in- which property (the
conaervative prineiple of socicty) should operate <o fairly,
with a just but not an overwhelmipg weight-- in which
industry should be soesure of its reward, talents of their |
due areendaney, and virtue of the general esteem.
The thegries of preternatural purity are Sounded on a
notion of doing away with all these aceystomed relations
of breaking ali the ties by which society is held together.
Property is to have no influence —talents.no respect—virtue *
no honour, among their Acighbourhosd.  Naked, abstract
political rights are to he set up against the authorities of
natuie and of reason: e the result of suffrages, thas freed »
from all the ordinary influences which have operated upon
mankind from the beginning of the world, is to be - the
ercetion of some untricd system of polities, of which it
may he sufficient’to say, that it could not Jast a day --that,
if it rose-with the'thistsof the morning, 4t would diafst:l\'c
in”the noontide sun. . ! S,
Grentlemen, one ill eonsequence of these brilfiant selswes,
,even where they are the visions of insound imagination,
cather, than the suggistions of crafty mischief, is, that tllley
tend to dissatisfy the minds of the uninformed: with the
actual Constitution of their country.
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T'o guaintain that Constitution has bgm the unvarying
ohject of my political life: nd the, maintenance of it in
these latter days, has, | have said, -.\pcm.(l me to obleguy
and to hatred ;—to the hatred of thoke who belicve cither
their own reputation for sagacity, or their gwn means of
success, 10 be connected with a change in the present iu-
stitutions of the country.

‘We have heard mnu-thmg of numbers in the course of
the present election; and there is in numbers, 1 confess, a
coincidence which gratifies anzl pleases e The munber
three hundred was that of the majority which assured 1y
return. It is the number, I am informed, of those who
are assembled here to greet me this day.  The last time
that 1 heard of the wumber three hundrd, in s way at all
interesting to mysclf, was in an indimation, publicly con-
veyud to me, that precisely that number of heroes had
Toound themsglves, by oath to cach other, to, assassinate
me. Gentlemen, against my three hindred assassins | put
my three hundred feiends, and 1 feel neither my life nor
my pnpul.ml_v in ganger.

« M. Caxzive goneluded i expressing his acknow-
ledgments for the honour done him in drinking his health,
and by proposing that of the worshy chairman. :
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" \NPEECH

AT A PUBLIC DINNER AT LIVERPOOL IN INS, AFPER THE
HEALTI OF Serne rRiGHT lll.l.\'ﬂlill.\lll‘l'! WILLIAM HUSKISSON,
AND THANKS TO HIM FOR HIS ATTENTION TO THE IN=
TERESTS OF LIVERPOOL,"” HAD BEEN DRVUNK,

 GENTLEMEN,

I rise to return my own thanks, and those which, I am
sure, L should have been commissioned by my right honour-
able friend to return,in his name, for the manner in which
you have done him the honour to drink his health ;—a man
whom I never can deseribe more apily that 1 onee Hia”
occasion to describe him o some amnong you; as heing,
what he undoul)tvdlv i, the best man nf business in Fng-
land : —a man whose  extraordinary talents, matuired by -
long reflection and long experience, have qualificd him as
one of the ablest practical statesmen that could be engaged
in the concerns of a compereial country.

Gentlemen, the praises which you have justly bestowed
on him recall to my recollection a debt of gratitude which 1
owe to you, for the indulgence reecived from you twq years
ago; which gate him, during wy absence, those oppor-
tunitics of sefving qou that have won so deservedly upon
your regard and esteem.  Gentlemen, *you mayshe assired
for him, that, however totally disconneeted from ygu, as
,you may be assured for me, whenever our conneetiim may
pcase, we shall be ankious to promote, by all weans in our
power, the interests of Liverpool; not only fsom senti-
ments of gratitude, but because we are quite convineed,
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that, in pru-mutm-r the interests of this great commerceial
town, we seeure to the genera prmpcrllv of Great Britain
one of its most useful and eflidient .\-up;mrls. I will not say,
that if the interests of the nation Yere in any instance at
variance with those of Liverpool, even as your member |
would take your part; but 1 will say, that whether your
member or no, I shall always retain the same desire—not
to benefit you by an} partial sacrifice of the géneral good
in your favour, but —to advanee your greatness and pros-
perity, which are but the samples and epitome of the great-
ness and prosperity of England. !

Gentlemen, you have just recognised, in the toast which
preceded the health of my right honourable friend, that
identity hetween the lnded and commiereial interests of the
kingdom, the prineiple of which 1 ap taking the liberty to
inculeate.  The one interest. is, indeed, inherent in the sail,
LN ilm-parﬂhl'c from it.  But that soil is increased tenfold
m its value, and the tenure by which it is held 15 inereased
tenfold in its sceurity, by that commercial enterprise which
augmeats the \M.lllll of the hingdom, and strengthens the
smu\n of its m.mlmu- power. .

'.l he consent of dlﬂc ent orders is the strength and safoty
of the state. . To st ond elass of society against anotker is
to endanger the whole.  Ilow much more when, as in the
miserable politics of the present day, an attempt is made to
set the poor against the rich, for tee common destruction of
both ? s

Gtnglemen, your c'\nmplu and yowsauthorify may do
much amepg the multltudv whom you employ, to prowect
thcm !l“‘.llllat thv puison of such doctrines; to satizsy them,
lhat, as your prosperity depends upon the geueral pres-

" perity of the empire, so do their happiness and comfor®
ddpend ypon the maintenance of that order, which n'o_t only
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consists with liberty, but is essential to it, and of that com-
merce of which liberty and ofder are the guardians.

Gentlemen, I now take leave of yon,--with a sentiment
which is not the lessd valuable because it is homely in its
phrase, and, which will convey, though it does not fully
express, all my good wishes for your prosperity and hap-
piness: | hegleave 1o give - "Fhe ggod old town of Liver-
pool, and the trade thercof.”

SPEECIH

L]
AT TIE PUBLIC DINNER AT LIVERPOOL, GIVEN IN IHONOUR
OF MR. CANNING'S RE-ELECTION, IN THE MUSIC-HALLg™
SATURDAY, MARCH 15, 1520,

GENTLFMEN, .

Short as the interval ¥ since I lyst met youin this
pl.-u-c' on a similar oceasion, the events which have filled
up that interval have net been unimportant.  The great
moral disease which we then talked of as gaining ground
on the community has, sinee that period, arrived at its most
extravagant height ; and) since that period also, remdices
have been applied to it, if vot of permanent cure, at least
of temporary hitig:dion.

Gentlemen, with respect to these rembdies-—J mean, with
respect to the transactions of the last short sepsivh of Jar-
limnent previous to the dissolution—I feel thut it is my
('Lut), as your represeiitative, to render to ydu some aceount
of the part which I took in that, asscmbly to which you ﬁcnt

vom v1. B D
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me: I foel it my duty also, as a membe- of the Govern-
ment by which those measures were advised.  Upon ocea-
sions of such trying exigeney as those which we have lately
experienced, I hold it to be of the vy essence of our free
and popular constitution, that an unreserved interchange
of sentiment should take place between the representative
and his Constituents : and i’ it aceidentally happens, that
he who addresses you as your representative, stands also in
the situation of a responsible adviser of the Crown, I recog-
nize in that more rare oceurrence a not less striking or less
raluable peculiarity of that Constitution under which we
have the happiness to live--by which a Minister of- the
Crown is brought into contact with the great hody of the
community ; and the serviee of the King is shown to be a
part of the serviee of the people.

Gentlemen, it has been one advantage of the transactions

“of the last session of Parliament, that while they were
addressed to meet the evils which had grown out of charges
heaped upon the House of Commons, they have also, in
great muasure, fulilicd the charges themselves,

I would appeal teythe recalicetion of every man who now
hears me,—-of any, the most carcless estimator of public
sentiment, or the most indifferent pectator of public events,
whether any country, in any two cpoclis, however distant,
of its history, ever presented such a contrast with itself’ as
this country in Novemher, 18197 and this country in Fe-
brun.ry, 18207 Do 1 exaggerate when I osay, that there
was nit a man of property who didt not tremble for his
]m.ssusqiomi 2--that “there was not & man of retired and
praw-ablehabits whe did not wremble for the tranguillity
and sccurity of his home ?--that there was not a man ut
orderly and refigious principles who did not fear that thos®
pnncmlu were about to be cut from under the feet of suc-



ADDENDA. 371

cceding generations?  Was there any man who did not
apprehend the Crown to be' in danger?  Was there any
man, attached to the other branches of the Constitution,
who did not cunlvmﬁl:‘tv witle anxiety and dismay the rapid,
and, apparently, irresistible diffusion of doctrines hostile
1o the very oxistence of Parliament as at present consti-
tuted, and ealeulated o excite, not, hatred and comempt
merelv, but open and audacious foree, especially against
the House of Commons 2 What is, in these respects, the
situation of the country now *  Is there a man of property
who does not feel the tenure by which he holds his pos-
sesons to have been strengthened ? Is there 2 mam of
peace who does not feel his domestie tranquillity o have
been secured 27 Is there a man of mgral and rddigious prin.
ciples who does not Inok forward with better hope to see
his children educated in those principles 7 --who does not
hail, with renewed confidence, the vevival ead re-vstablish-
ment of that moral and religious sense which had heen
.ultcmp(ul to he abliterated from the hearts of m.m!\lml b
Well, gentlemens and what has intervened lwlwuon the”
two periods? A ealling ol tliat desnaded l'arh.unenl aa
meeting of that seaffed- and «lvrulml House of Commons;
a corfeurrence of those three hrane ln-s. of an imperfeet Con-"
stitution, not une of which, if we are to believe the radieal
reformers, lived in the hearts, oF swayed the feclings, or
conmumded the respect o o the vatiom 3 but which, dckpiﬂml
as they were w Inlo nastate of zeparation and inaction, did,
by u.o-upcr.umn of four short we ulw, 1estore crdér, con-
filence, a reverence for the laws, amd 4 just sunfe of, Ill('ll‘

b -

own legitimate anthority. » »
Another event, indeed, has intervened, in iself, of a most. -

painful nature, but powerful in aiding and’ mnhrmmg the

impressions which the assembling and the procctdings of
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Parliament were caleulated to produce. I mean the loss
which the nation has sustained oy the death of a Sovereign,
with whose person all that is venerable in monarehy has
been identified in the eves of suecessive generations of his
subjects; a Sovereign whose goadness, whose years, whose
sorrews and suflerings, must have softened the hearts of
the most ferovious enemies of kingly power; whose active
virtues, and the memory of whose virtues, when it pleased
Divine Providenee that they should bhe active no more,
have been the guide and guardian of his people through
many a weary amd many a stormy  pilgrimage i scarce
less a guide, and guite as much a guardian, in the eloud
of his evening darkpess, as in the brightness of his meri-
dian day.

That such a loss, uml the recolle-tions and  refleetions
naturally arising from ity must have had a tendeney to
revive and refresh the attachment to monarchy, and to root
that attachment deeper in the hearts of the people, might
easily be shown by rensoning 3 but a fecling, truer than all
reasoning, anticipatys the result. and renders the process of
argument unnecessagy.  So far, therefore, has this great
calamity brought widh it its own compensation. and eon-
sspired 1o the restoration of peace throughout the country
with the measures adopted by Parliament.

And, gentlemen, what was the character of those mea-
sures Z—"T'he best culogy of them 1 take to be this: it may
he q.'ml of them, as has been said of some"of the most con-
lem.m- productions of literary art, tll.u, thmurh no man
beﬁm;h.md had exactly antjcipated the scope and the detals
of them, 1o pan, when they were laid hefore him, did not
feel that they were precisely such as he would himself have
sugtrcsted So “faithfully adapted to “the case which tho)g
were framed to meet, so correctly adjusted to the dggrco
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and nature of the mischief they were intended to,controul,
that, while we all fel lh.u! they have done their work, 1
thiuk none will say there has been any thing in them of
exeess or supereroghon,

We werg loudly assured by the reformers, that the test,
throughout the country, by which those who were ambi-
tious of st in the new l'.-u'liaun%-nl would be tried, was
to he—whether they had supported  those measmes, I
have inquired, with as much diligenee as was compatible
with my duties, here, after the proceedings of other clee-
tions; and, T protest I know no plce vet, besides the
hestings of Westminster and Southwark, at which that
menaced test has been put to any cndidates.  To me,
indecd, it was not put as atest, but ohjeeted as a charge.
You know how thay charge was answered @ and  the result
is to me a majority of 1,300 out of 2,00 voters upon the
poll. . -

But, gentlemen, though this question has not. as was
threatened, been the watehword of popular clectjons, every
other ¢flort has, nevertheless, been industriously ('mplo_y(-d
to pers suade the people, that their lihgriies have been esgen-
lmllv abridged by the regulation of  popular wectings.
Aghainst that one of the measures passed by Parliament, i
is that the aitacks of the radical reformers have heen par-
ticularly dirceted.  Gentlemen, the first answer to this
averment is, that the wdt leaves untouchad all the gonstitu-
tional mades of assembly which have been known to the
wition swice *it besame free.  We are fond of cluli;ng our

f;'cudmn from the Revolution. | I sholld e ghud t(.) know *

in what period, since the Revolution (up to a vy late
period indeed, which I will speeity)—in “h.:l. period ut

the first, reigns of the Tousg of Brunswick-—aid it hter
mtu.thc head’of man, that such mectings could be holden,

thme reigns growink out of the Revoltion--T mc.m ut'
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or that thc Legislature would tolerate the holding of such
nwct'ng-:, as disgraced this kingdom for some months pre-
vious to the last session of Parliament?  Whe n, therefore,
it is asserted, that such meetings wyre never before sup-
pressed, the simple answer is- they were never, before sys-
tematically attempted to be bolden.

T verily believe, the lirst meeting of the kind that was
ever attempted and tolerated (I know of none anterior to
it) was that called by Lord George Gordon, in St. George's-
tichls, in the year 1780, which led to the demolition of
chapels and dwelling-houses. the breaking of prisons, and
the conflagration of London.  Was Fnrland nover freedill
17807  Did British liberty spring to light from the ashes
of the meiropolis*  What! was there no frecdom in the
reign of George the Sceomd ? - Nune in that of Guorge the
First? None in the reign of Queen Anne or of King
Wilkim #  Beyond the Revolution T will not g, But 1
have always heard, that British liberty wis established long
before the commencement of the late reign g vay, that in
the late” reign (aceprding 10 popular politicians) it rather
sugk and retrogradeg: and wyet wever till that reign was
such an abuse of popular mectings dreamt of, mueh less

-etrected into o right, not to be gugstioned by magistrates,
and not to be controlled by Parliament.

Do 1 deny, then, the general right of the people to mcet,
to petjtion, or to deliberate upon®their grievances # - God
forbid ! But social right is not a simple, dbstract, positive,
unquidlitied term. , Rights are, in the same indigidual, to

" be cumpared with his duties:; and rights in one persen
are tq be halanced with the rights of others.  Lef us take
_this rlght of mcotmg in its most extended construction and
most absolute stnse,  The persons who called the mccung.
at “Manchester tell you, thgt they had a right to wllcct
together countless multitudes to discuss the quusuon of
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parliamentary reform: to colleet them when they would
and where they would, witheut consent of magistrates, or
concurrence of inhabitants, dr reference to the comfort or
convenienee of the ndighbourhood. May not the peaceable,
the lmluxlrmus inhabitant of Manchester say, on the other
hand, *¢ I have a right to quict in my house; T have a
right to carry on my nmnui.u-lnr.\. on which not my ex-
istence only and that of my children,’but that of my work-
men amd their numerous fawilies depends. 1 have a right
to be protected in the exereise of this my lawful calling; I
have a right to he proteeted, not against violenee and plunder
only, against fire and sword, but against the terror of these

alamities, and against the risk of these inflictions : against
the intimidation or seduction of my werkmen; or against
the distraction of that attention il the intoreuption of
that industry, w -Ihum which neithier thev ner T ean gain
our hiveliboomd. T eall upon the laws ta .|ﬂu-'(l e thiepro-
tection; and, if the laws i this country cannot aflord it
dependd upon ity T and my manufacturées must emigrate to

- . . o
some country where they can.™  Here is a coafliet of rights,|

hetween which what is the decision 2 Which of the two
claims is to give way » - Can any reasopable being doubt ?
Carrany honest man hesjtate? Lt private justiee or publie
expedieney decides and ean the decision by possibility be
other, than that the peaceible and industrious shall be pro-
tected—the turbulent aad mischievous put down ?

But what similarity is there between tumults steh s
these, ang ant ordugly mecting, ru-u;,nN-d by the luw for
all legitimate purposes of discussion orpetition God-for-
bid, that there should not be modes of aw-uﬂ)l_‘ hy'\\lm-h
ewery class of this great nation may be hrought tu«r(-thcr to
deliberate on any matters connected with sheir interest and””
their frec.dum. Itis, hnwu't-r, an inversion of the nattral
ordet of things, it is a disturbance of the setiled course of
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society, to represent discussion as ev: ery, thing, and the
ordinary m‘cup.ttmm of life is nothing. To protect the
peaccable in their ordinary becupations, is as much the
province of the laws, as to providg <opportunities of dis-
cussion for every purpose to which it is necessary and pro-
perly applicable. The laws do both; but it is no part of
the contrivance of the laws, that immense multitudes should
wantonly be brought fogvth:.-r, month after month, and day
after day, in places where the very bringing together of a
multitude is of itsclf the source of terror and of danger.

It is no part of the provision of the lawk, nor is it in the
spirit of them, that such multitudes should be broyght
together at the will of unauthorized and irresponsible in-
dividuals, changing the scene of mecting as may suit their
caprice or conveniente, and fixing it where they have
neither property, nor domicile, nor conneetion.  "The spirit
of the. law gocs direetly the other way.  Itis, if T may so
eXpress m_vsclf,'cminvmly a spirit of corporation. * Counties,
parishes, townships, ' guilds, professions, trades, and eallings,
Jorm so many local and political sululivisions, into which
the people of Ln;,l.zml are diptributed by the law : and the
pervading principle, ‘of the whole is that of vicinagd or
, heighbourhood ; by whi¢h cach man is held to act under
the view of his ncighbours; 10 lend his aid to them, to
burrow theirs ; toshare their councils, their duties, and their
l)urdcns and to bear with them his share of responsibility
for the acts of 1 any of the members of the community of
whicl®he forms a part. o

O’)seno I am na *pcakmg here of the reviled and dis-
credittd btatuu. law ouly, ‘but of that venerable common
law % which dur reformers are so fond of appealing on all
“occasions, ‘against the statute law by which it is modified,,*
explained,, or enforeed. Guided by the spirit of the' one,
no luss than by the letter of the other, what nian is there in
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this country whe cammot point to the portion of speicty to
which he belongs? - 1f injury is sustained, upon whom is
the injured porson expressly” entitled to come for redress 2
Upon the hundred, o5 the division in which he has sus-
tained the injury.  On what principle?  On the principle,
that as the individual is amenable to the division of the
community to which he speciglly helongs, o ncighbours
are answerable for each other.  Just laws, to be sure,
and admirable equity, if a stranger is to colleet a mob
which is to set h.ulf Manchester on fire; and the burnt half
is 1o come up«m the other half for indemnity, while the
stranger goes off, unquestioned, to excite the like tumult
and produce the like danger clsewhere !

That such was the nature, such the tendeney, nay, that
such, in all human probability, might have been the result,
of mectings like that of the 16th of August, who can deny ?
Who that weighs all the particulars of thar day, comvptfing
them with the rumours and the threats that preceded
it, will dispute that such might have "been the result of
that very mecting, if that meeting, so very lcgﬂl]y assCm-»
bled, hiad not, by the happy. decision of the s gristratps,
. been so very illegally dispersed ? .

L is, therefore, not i consonance, but in contradiction ,
m'lhc spirit of the law, that such meetings have been
holden.  The law preseribes a corporate character. The
sllers of these meetings have always studiously avoigled it.
No summaons of frecholders—none of freemen—none of the
inhabitungs of ‘partioular places or parishes—no acknowledg-
ment of local or political classification. Just so ab the l)t.gm-
ning of the French Revolution: the first \mrl\ of the. rcfor-
ners was to loosen every established political relation, e vcry
,legal huldmg of man‘to man; to destroy etery corporation,
to dn»solvc every subsisting cluss of society, and to reddee
the ngtion into‘individuals,-in order, aftcrwards, to congre-
gate them into mobs,
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Let no person, therefore, run away with the notion, that
these tlnngs were done without design. - T'o bring together
the inhabitants of a particular division, or men sharing a
common franchise, is to bring togpther an assembly, of
which the component parts act with some respeet and awe
of cach other. Ancient habits, which the reformers would
call prejudices; prucunccq..-xl attachments, which they
would call cor rupuun, that mutual respeet which makes
the eye of a neighbour a seearity for cach wan’s good con-
duet, but which the reformers would stigmatize as a con-
federacy among the few for dominion over thair fellows ;—
all these things make men diflicult to be moved, onethe
sudden, to any extravagant and violent enterprize. But
bring tdsether a multitude of individuals, having no per-
manent relation to cach other--no gpmmon tie, but what
arises from their concurrence as members of that meceting,
a i€ vissolved as soon as the meeting is at an vml 3 in such
an aggregation of individuals there is no <uch mutual
respeet, no such cheek upon the proceadings of each man

«from e awe of his neighbour’s disapprobation 3 and, if
cever a multitadinouy assembly de be wrought up o pur-
pures of mischicf, iv will be an assembly so composed. )

e« IHow monstrous is it to confougl such mcetings with the
genuine and recognised wodes of eolleeting the sense of the
Eaglish people!  Was it by mectings such as these that
the Revolution was brought abdhit, that grand cvent, to
which our antagonists are so foud of referring? Was it
by meetings in St. _George'sfields?e ‘in 'tpu-ﬁdds? in
bmnhhcldé Was Gt bv untold multitudes collected i a
vnllag- in the porth? No! It was hy the mectirig of cor-

. porations, in “their corporate eapacity ;—by the aswmbly
of recogmscd Bodies of the state; By the mterchange of
opinions among portions of the community known to each
other, and capable of estimating cach othier’s views and
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characters. Do we want a more striking mode of remedy-
ing grievances than this?  IDorwe require a more animating
example ?  And did it remain for the reformers of the pre-
sent day to strike oot the course by which alone Great
Britain could make and keep herself free ?

Gentlemen, all power is, or ought to be, accompanied by
responsibility.  U'yranny is irresponsible power.  This
definition is equally true, whether the power be Todged in
one or many ;-—whether in adespot, exempted by the form
of government from the controul of law; orin a mob,
whose nunibers put them bevond the reach of law.  ldle,
therofore, and absurd, fo talk of freedom where a mob
domineers ! Ldle, therefore, and absurd, to talk of liberty,
when you hold your property, perlizps your lifc, not indeed
at the nod of a despor, but w the will of an inflamed, an
mluriated  populace ! I, therefore, during the reign of
terror at Manchester, or at Spa-fickds, there were jierRms
in this country who had a right to complain of tyrauny, it
was they who Joved the Constitution, who loved  the
wonarchy, but who dared not utter their opinions of their
wishes until their honses were barricaded, and their ¢hi)-
«oren sent to a place of safety.  ‘I'hat was tyranny ! and, so
far as the -mobs were under the controul of a leader, that
was despotism ! It was against that tyrauny, it was against
that despotizm, that Paclianent at length raised its arm.

All power, 1 say, is vicious that ix not accompanied by
proportionate responsibility. Dersonal responsibility pre-
vents the abuse of iadividual power: responsibility of cha-
raeter is the sccurity against the abuse of collective power,
when excereised by bodies of men whose existenee is per-
Jmasient and defined.  But strip such bodies of these
qlmhtus, you degradé them into multitudes, and then what
sceurity have you against any thing that they raay do or
resolve, knowing that, from*the moment at which the meet-
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ing is at an end, there is no human being responsible for
their pm'edmg. ? The meeting at Manchester, the mect-
ing at Birmingham, the meclmg at Spa-ficlds or Smithfield,

what pledge could they give to thyfation of the soundness
or sincerity of their designs 2 The Jocal character of Man-
chester, the local character of Birmingham, was not pledged
toany of the proceedings to,which their names wereappended.
A certain number of ambulatory tribunes of the people,
sclf-clected 1o that high function, assumed the name and
authority of whatever place they theught proper to sclect
for a place of meeting; their rostram was pitched, some-
times here, sometimes there, according to the faney of the
mob, or the paticnce of the magistrates ;. but the proposition
and the proposer were in all places nearly alike ; and when,
by a sort of political wnmloqmsm dhe same voice had been
made to issue from half-a-dozen different corners of the
cotuiry, it was impudently assumed to be a concord of
sweet sounds, composing the united voice of the peuplu of
England !

Notv, gentlemen, let us estimate the mighty mischief
that has been done tp liberty by putting down nu-vhn;,m such
as 1 have dcscrlbcd Lct us ask, what lawful .lutlmnlv he
been curtailed; let us ask, what respectable comrhunity
has been defrauded of its franchise; let us ask, what muni-
cipal institutions have been violated by a law whigh fixes
the piigratory complaint to the fpot whenee it professes to
originate, and desires to hear of the grievance from those by
whome that grievance is felt ;—which kves *to Yanchester,
as"Manchester, to Birmingham, as Birmingham, to Lonéon,
as }:-ondun, all the free scope of utterance which’ they have
at any time e.n_loycd for making known their wants, their
feclings, their *wishes, their remonstrances ;—which leaves
b each «of these divisiong its scparate uuthm:lty——to the
union of all or of many of them the aggrdgate authorny of
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such a consent aad co-operation; but which denies to an
itinerant hawker of gricvancessthe power of stamping their
uames upon hix wares 5 of pretending, because he may raise
an outery a/ Manchester or ## Birmingham, that he there-
fore speaks the sense of Yhe town which he disquicts and
endangers; or, still more preposterously, that because he
has dmpm-tcd and endangered half-a-dozen neighbourhoods
in their turn, he is. therefore, the urgan of them all, and,
through them, of the whole British people.

Such are the stupid fallacies which the law of the last
session has extinguished ! and such are the objeet and effect
of the measures which British liberty is not to survive !

To remedy the dreadful  wound thus inflicted upon
British liberty,—to restore to the people what the people
have not lost—to give 5 new impulse to that spirit of free-
dom which nothing has been done to embarrass or restrain,
we are invited to alter the constitution of that asseinbly
through \\lmh lhu people share in the I "hl.l.t\ll‘(‘ ; inshort,

- to makd 2 radical reform in the House of € ‘ommons.

It has always struck me as extraordivary, that there

should be persons prepandl 1o entergiin the queition of a
<hange in so important a member of thc-(,omtltuuon, with-

out tonsidering in what way that change must affect the

sityation of the other members, and the action of the Con-
=titution itsclf.

I have, on former ocdvasions, stated here, and T have
stated clsewhere,® qquestions on this subject, to which, as
yet, T have never reevived an answer.  *¢ You who propose
to¥eform the House of Commons, do fou meansto restore
that branch of the legiclature to the same state in wluch it

* stobd at some former period ¢ or do you mean to re-con-
struct it on new princfples £ :

Pvrh.:ps,a moderate reformey or whig will answer, that
he moans only fo restore the Ilousc of Commons to what it
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was at some former period. I then beg te ask him—and 10
that question, also, I have never yet received an answer—
“ At what period of our history was the Tlouse of Com-
nions in the state to which you wish to restore it #”

The House of Commous must,Yor the purpose of clear
argument, be considered in two views.  First, with respect
to its agency as a third part in the Constitution : secondly,
with respeet to its composition, in relation to its consti-
tuents. s to its ageney as a part of the Constitution, 1
venture to say, without hazard, as T helieve, of contradic-
tion, that there is no period in the history of this country
m which the Tlouse of Commons will he found to have
occupivd so large a share of the fimetions of Government
as at present.  Whatever else may be said of the House of
Commions, this one point, at least, is indisputable, that from
the earliest infancy of the Constitution, the power of the
Howw of Commons has been growing, till it has almost,
like the rod of Aaron, absorbed its fellows, T am not say-
ing whether this is or is not as it ought to be. 1 am merely
-saying why I think that it canmot be intended to complain
aof the want of powex, and of a due snare in the Govern-
ment, as the defect«of the modern House of Conmions,

I adwit, however, very willingly, that the greater share
of power the House of Conmmons exercises, the more jea-
Jous we ought to be of its composition: and I presume,
therefpre, that it is in this respett, and in relation to its
constituents, that the state of that ouse is contended to
want ‘revision.  Well, then, at what périod of oar history
was the composition &f the history of the Hlouse of Commans
mateiiully edifferent from what it is at present 7 Is there
any period of our history in which the fights of electim
were not as various, in which the influence of property was.
uot as direct, in which recommendations of candidates were
not as cfficient, and some boroughs as close as they are
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now? 1 ask for information: but that information, plain
and simple as it is, and necessary, one should thi':nk, to a
clear understanding, much more to a grave decision of the
point at issue, 1 nevest, though soliciting it with all humility,
have ever yet been ubleto obtain from any reformer. radical
or whig.

The radical reformer, indeed, to do him justice, is not
bound to "furnish me with an answer to this question, be-

ause with Ais view of the matter, precedents (exeept one,
which I shall mention presently) have nothing todo.  The
radical reformer would, probably, give to my first question
an gnswer very different from that which I have supposed’
his moderate brother to give.  He will tell me fairly, that
he means not simply to bring the House of Commons back,
cither to the share of yower which it formerly enjoyed, or to
the mades of elgetion by which it was fornerly chosen 5 but
tomake it what, aecording to him, it ought to be-— ameroct,
effectual representative of the people; representing them

« not ash dvh-w.-ue'cmmnin-sium-d to take care of their interests,
but as a deputy appointed o speak tholr will. Now to this,
view of the matter, 0 hare no,other uh]utmn than this :—-

«hat the British Constitution is a limited monarchy ; that a
hmu.cd monarchy is, iy the nature of things, a mixed
govermmeut 3 but*that such a Houwse of Commnons as the
radical reformer requires would, in offvet, constitute a pure
democruey ;. a power, asft appears to me, inconsistuu.t with
any monarchy, and unsusceptible of :ny limitation.

I may Jhaveé grtat respeet for the person who théoreti-
cdly prefers a republic to a monarciry. Bul,. even Sup-
posing me to agree with him i in his pre ereney, 1 ;l.muld
hive a  preliminary question to discuss, ')y which’ he,
Jwrh.l », may not feel himself embarrassed; which is this,
whetlier I, born as T am (and gs 1 think i is my good for-
tuneo be) unier a monawchy, amn quite at liberty to con-
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sider myself as having a clear stage for, political experi-
ments; whether 1should be authorised, if T were convinced
of the expediency of such a ¢hange, to withdraw monarchy
altogether from the British Constitution, and to substitute
an unqualified democracy in its staad: or whether, what-
ever changes I may be desirous of mtrmluung I am not
bound to consider the Constitution which I find as at least
circumseribing  the range, and, in some measure, pre-
seribing the nature, of the improvement.

For my own part, I am, undoubtedly, prepared to up-
hold the ancient monarchy of the country, by arguments

‘drawn from what T think the blessings which we have en-

joyed under it ; and by arguments of another sort, if argu-
ments of another sort shall ever be brought against it.  But
all that I am now conttnding for is, tlmt whatever reforma-
tion is proposed, should be conside red with some reference
to the ,cstablished Constitution of the country, "LThat
point being conceded to we, T have no diffienlty in saying

that 1 cannot conccive a Constitution of which ml.:-llnrd

.part shell be an assembly delegated by the people- not to

consult for- the gmnl of the, nawn, but to spuak, day by
day, the people’s \ull —which must not, in a foew days sit- |
ting, swegp away every other brageh of the Constitition
that might attempt to oppose or controul it. I cannot
conceive how, in fair reasoning, any other branch of the
Constitution should pretend to stand against it. If Govern-
ment be a matter of will, all that we have to do is to collect
the will, of the nation, and, having colldcted it By an ade-
quate organ, that will is paramount and supreme. Ry
what pretension could the ITouse of Lords be maintained
in equal authority and jurisdiction with the Iouse .of
Commons, wher once that House of Commons should
become a direct deputation, speaking the people’s will, and
that will the rule of the Government® In viie way or other
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the ITouse of Lords must act, if it be to remain g concur-
rent branch of the legislatare.  Vither it must uniformly
afirm the measures which come from the Iouse of (‘om-
mons, or it must, deeasionally, take the liberty to reject
them. 1f it uniformlyaffirm, it is without the shadow of
authority.  But to presume to reject an aet of the deputies
of the whole nation !-- by whay assuguption of right could
theee or four hundred great proprictors set themselves
aguinst the national will 7 Grant the reformers, then, what
they ask, on the principles on which they ask ity and it is
utterly im]msﬂibl'c that, after such a reform, the Constitu-
tion should long consist of more than one hody, and that
one body a popular assembly.

Why, gentlemen, is this theory .F"m' is it a theory of
mine? It there be, among those who hear me, any man
wha has been: (s in the generous enthusiasm: of youth any
man may blamelessly have been) bitten by ghe docffnes of
reform, 1 i'mplulj_x- him, hefore he goes forward in his pro-
gress th embrace those doetrines in their radival gxtent, to
turn to the history of the transactions jn this country in*
the year 1648, and (b exahtinesthe begrings of those trans-

<etions on this very question of radical reform. . He will
find,’gentlemen, that the s Tlouse of Commons of *that day -
passed the following resolution : —

 Resolved, that the people are, under Grod, the original
of all just power.” ! ' ’

Well ! —¢an anty sentiment be maore just and reasonable ?
Is it not ghe foundation of all the liberties of mankind ?
Beit so. Let us proceed.  The Houfe of Cotnmons Tol-
lowed up’ this resolution by a second, which runls in gme-
thiag like these terms : — .
L« Reswlved, that tht Commons of Englutd, assembled in
Yarlinment, being chosen by apd representing the pwpre,
hazve fye supremic authority of this nation.”

*‘VOL. VI. ccC
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In this resolution the leap is tahen. « Do the radical
reformers deny the premises o the inference? or do they
adopt the whole of the tcmplmg precedent before them ?

But the inference did not stop tlfere.  The House of
Commons proceeded to deduce, fro € these prapositions, an
inference, the apparently logical dependance of  which
upon these propositions I ,wish [ could see logically dis-
proved. '

* Resolved, (without one dissenting voice,) That what-
soever is enacted and deelared Taw by the Commons of Eng-
land, assembled in Parliament, hath the foree of law, and
all the people of this nation are included thereby, althosgh
the consent amd concurrcace of the King and Ilouse of
Peers be not had thereunto.”

Such was the tlm;r_y: the practical inferences were not
tardy in their arrival, after the theory.  Ina few weeks the
Hod®  of Peers* was voted useless.  Weall know what
becamie of the Crown. .

Such, I say, were the radical doctrines of 1648, and such
the coftsequences to which they naturally led.  If we are
induced 10 admit thg same premmistes now, who is it, 1 should
be glad to know, <hat is 10 guarantec us against similane
conclusions ? a »

These, then, are the reasons why 1”look with |v.-nluuw
at schemes of parliamentary reforn:. T look at them with
still more jealousy, beeause, in ondof the two clases of men
wlm‘co-u]x-rato in support of that question, T never yet

¢ . ° ©

s & The szme d.w (January 30, 164%-9) the Lords desired a
confefence Witk the Commons about settling the Government, and
the administration of justice, the judges’ ummhwmns being d'ier-
minod by the death of the King.  The Commum. without puswen-
ing the messenger, voted the Lords to be useless aud dangzerous, and
therefore to he aholished.”— Rapint fo. vol. 4. pl 574.
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found any two ndividuals who held the same doctrines; [
never vet heard any- mtclh«"hlv theory of reform, exeept
that of the radical reformers.  Theirs, indeed, it is easy
enough to understand,  But as for theirs, 1 eertainly am
not yet fully prc-p:u'vul.\ I, for my part, will not consent to
take one stepe without knowing on what principle T am
invited 10 tahe ity and (whicl? is, prhaps, of more conse-
quence ), without deelaring on what prineiple, T will #of con-
sent that any step, however harmless, shall be taken.

What more harnless than to disfranchise a corrapt
horongh in Cornwally, which has exereised its franchise amiss,
and brought shame on itself, and on the system of which it
is a part 2-- Nothing. I have no sort of ohjection to doing,
as Parliament has often dene in sueh eases, csupposing
always the ease 1o *be proved)—to  disfranchising  the
borough, and réhdering it incapable of abusing its lﬂm hise
in future.  But, though I have no objection"to doing this, I
will #ef dov it onethe principle of specudative 'unprm'vnwnt.
I do it on the principle of specifie punishment for an offence.

And I will take mmd care, | thit no inference shall he draw n'"

from my consent in this -;p--win' (-.N‘.' as to any sweepibg
“voncurrence in a scheme of gene alalteration. -

.\"1_\'. [ should think it highly disingenuous to suffer the
radical reformers to imagine that they had  gained a single
step towards the admission of their theory, by any such
instance of p:ll‘li(‘l.lhll' animadversion on - proved miscohduct.
L consent to sych di~fr.nu|!i~u-m<-nt 3 but I do so, not, with
a vlcw of ’iurrh(-rmg the radical system—rather of thwart.
ing it. 1 am willing to wips out any blot nrth. present
system, because I mean the present system to stand. - P will

take away a fl‘l:nl.'hific, because it has been practically °

gbusad; not hecause Tam at all disposed to inquir.o into the
origin, or to discuss the utility bf all such franc hises, any
more than I mean to inguire, gentlemen, into your titles

cc 2
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to your estates.  Disfranchising Grampourtd, (if that is 10
be x0,) T mean to save Old Sgrum.

Now, Sir, I think T deal fairly with the radical reformers 5
more fairly than those who would siulfer it to be supposed
by them, that the disfranchisement fof Grampeund is 1o be
the beginuing of a system of reform: while they know, and
T hope mean as wellas L o, nof to reform (ip the sense
of chauge) but to preserve the Constitution. 1 would not
delude the reformers, if T eould; and it is quite useless to
attempt a delusion upon persons qquite as sigacious in their
generation as any moderate reformers or anti-reformers of us
all.  They know full welly that the whigs have no ifore
notion than I have of parting with the close boroughs.
Not they, indeed ! 2, Lirges and perhaps the larger, part
of them are in their hands. Why, in the assembly to
which you send me, gentlemen, some of thete whe sit on the
same side with e represent, to he sure, less popilar places,
than Liverpool—Dbut on the henel immediately over against
me, 1 desery; amongst the most eminent of our rivals for
power, ‘searce any other sort of representatives than mem-
hees for elose, or if yeu will, for rotten ‘boroughs. o sup-
puse, therefore, that our political opponents have  ang”
thoughtsof getting rid of the clase horoughs, wouldy he a
gross delusion; and, 1 have no duubt:lln-_\' will be quite
as fair and open with the reformers on this point as
I am; '

And why, gentlemen, is it that | am satisficd with a
system which, it is said, no man ean support who is not in
love with currupti(;n? Is it that 1, more than any otier
maneam afraid to face a popular clection?  To the Tast
question you can give the answer. "o the former, 1 'will
answer for myself. I do verily believe, as 1 have aiready
suid, thai a complete and perfect democratical representa-
tin, such as the reformers aim at, cannot cxist as pact of a
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mixed govermnom. 1t may exist, and for aught 1 hnow or
care, may exist hendficially as’ i whole.  But | am not sent
to Parlimment w inguire into llu- question, whether a demo-
cracy or i monarchy Bethe best. My ot is east under the
British monarchy.  Undvr that T have lived- -under that 1
have seen my country Hourish- ander that T have seen it
enjoy as great a share of prosperity,, of - happiness, and of
dlory as T helieve any modifieation of lman socicty 1o he
erpable of bestowing : and T am not prepared to saerifice
or 1o hazard the fruit of centurics of - experienee, of een-
tinnics ol straggles, and of more than one century of liberty,
as perfeet as ever blessed any country upon the carth, for
visionary schemes of ideal perfeetibility, or for doubttul
experiments even of possible improve ment,

I am, therefore, fon the Touse of Commons as a part,

and not as the vhole, of the Government. And as a part

of the Govgrnment, 1 hold it to be frantic to suppd®, that
from the election of members of Parlzonent you ean slo-
gother ¢xelude, by any contrivamec, even if'it wore desirable
to do <o, the influenee of property. ek, tlents,” Canily

. . . . A .
voneetion, and whaltever' elsey in the padieal language: of

= day, s considereid as intimidation or*eorraption. 1 he-
lieve® that if & reform, to the ovtent of that dentnded by
the. rudieal n-l'urlm'-'re were granted, you would, before an
anmnal cleetion came muml find that there were new con-
neetions grown up whiel’ you must again destroy, ww in-
Hueuce acquired which vou niist dispossess of its -uuhum\ 3
and that i these fruftless attempts at unattainable purn\ .
vob were working agaiust the yatural *current vf 'wm.m

nature. " v,

T believe, thuri‘luru, that, contrive how you will, some
sich hunian maotives of action will lind reolnt to uperate m
the o:lvctuu\ of members of Pavliament. | lhmk that this
must and ouglit to be so, unless you mean to exclude fromn
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the congerns of the nation all inert wealth, all inactive
talent. the retired, the ns_,rcd' and the infirm, all who can-
not face popular assemblies’ or engage in busy life; in
short, unless you have found some expedient for disarming
property of influence, without (wivit [ hope we are not yet
ripe for) the abolition of property itself.

I would have by d'luu'u—-lf the choice were yet to he
made—I would have in the Iouse of Conmons ureat
variety of interests, and I would have them find their way
there by a great varicty of rights of dection s satisfied
that uniformity of clection would produce any thing but a
just representation of various interests.  As to the closedo-
roughs, I know that through them have found their way into
the House of Commons, men whose talents have heen an ho-
nour to their kind, and whose names re interwoven with the
brightest periods in the history of their coentry. 1 cannot
think Tt system altogether vicious which has produced
such fruits.  Nor can I think that there should be but one
road into, thas assembly, or that no man should be presumed
fit for the deliberatjons of a senate, who has not had the
nepves previously to face thestormis of¢the hustings,

I need not say, (-umlvmcn. that 1 am one of the lase
men to (ll'i])..’ll"lgc the ullllt) and Jignity of popular jlec-
tions. T have good cause to speak of them in far different
language.  But, among numberless other considerations
whichy endear to me the favours wiieh 1 have reecived at
your hands, 1 confess it is one, that, as yolr representative,
I am'cnabled to speak my genuine seniments on this (as I
think it) wital queltion of parliamentury reform, withsat
the_in.lputhtio‘n of shrinking from popular canvass, or of

. seeking slu.lt«.r for myself in that species of representation

whuh, as an cldment in the composilion of Parliament, L
never shall cease to defend. ,
In truth, Gentlemen, though the question of refarm is
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made the pretext of thos: persons who have vexed  the
country for some months, [ gerily helieve, that there are
very few even of them who either give eredit to their own
exaggerations. or cure, mueh about the improvements which
they rccommend. Why, do we not sce that the most
violent of the reformers'of the day are aiming at seats in
that assembly, which, according to their own theories,
they should have left to wallow in its own pollution, dis-
countenanced  and unredeemed 2 T is true, that if they
found their way there, they might endeavour to bring us
10 a sense of our misdeads, and to urge us to redeem our
character by some self-condenming ordinance ; but would
not the authority of their names, as our associates, have
more than counterbalanced the foree of their eloquence as
our reformers ? Y

But, Gentlemen, I am for the whole Constitution.  The
ligerty of the subjeet as much depends on .tlu- majgtenance
of the constitutional prerogatives of the Crown--on the
acknowledgment of the legitimate power ,of the other
House of Parliament, as it does in upholding thatesupreme
power (for such is he pawer of the lm'r.-u\. in one sense of ™
the word, though not in the sense of e resolution of 1648)
which resides in the dewperatical branch of the Copnstitution.
Whatever hevond its just proportion was gained by one
part, would be gained at the expense of the whole: and
the balanee is now, perhaps, as nearly poi-ed as human
wisdom can adjust it. I fear to touch that balaner.
the distyrbaace bf which must bring confusion on the
nation. . N .

Gentiemen, 1 trust there are fuw, very féw, reagbnable
awd enlightened men ready to lend themselves to p:-ujocu

of confusion. But 4 confess I very mush wish, that ail
" who fre not ready to do so would consder the il effect of
an_v‘pmm-tenancc given, pablicly or by apparent implication,
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to those whom, in their hearts and judgmenyts, they despire.
I remember that most exeellent and able man, Mr. Wil-
berforee, once saying, in the ‘Iouse of Commons, that he
“ never believed an opposition really €0 wish mischict’ to
the country ; that they only wishedy just so mu‘c.h mischief
as might drive their opponents out, and place themselves
in their room.”  Now, Gentlemen, I cannot he lp thinking
that there are some po:'aom tampering with the question of
reform something in the sane spirit. They do not go so
far as the reformers; they even state irreconcilable diffe-
renees of opinion; but to a certain extent they agree, and
even co-operate with them.  They co-operate with tham
in inflaming the public feeling not enly against the Govern-
ment, but against the support given by Parlizaent to that
Government, in the hope, no doubt, of attracting to them-
selves the popularity which is lost to their gpponents, and
thus begyr enabled to correet and retrieve the crrors of a
displaced adminbtration.  Vain and hopeless task to raise
such a spirit apd théh to governit!  They may stihulate
the steedss‘into fury, till the chariot is burried to the brink
of a precipiee; but’ do they flatier themselves that they
can ‘then leap in, and; lmrlmg the incompetent driver from_
oJhis seat, clfeck the reims jlist in timg to turn from the prfu-
pu-e and avoid the fall -1 fear they would attempt it in
vain.  The impulse, onee given, may be too impetuous l«»l;o
('unlroll(-tl. and, intending only to change the guidance of
the maclunc, they may hurry it and themselves to irre-
trievalfie, destruction. o,
My every man who has a stake in the country, whether
from ﬂltuatum, from clmrnclcr, from wealth, from bis
.muh, wnd from the hopes of his children-—may cury
man who hds a sexse of the blessings Yor which he is in-
debted to the form of Government under which he Twcs,
sce that the time is come, at which his dedision muql be
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taken, and, whan onee taken, steadfastly acted unon——fur
or against the institutions of ¢he British monarchy ! The
time is come at which there is‘but that line of demarcation.
On which side of that line we, Gentlemen, shall range
ourselves, oyr choiee hes long ago been made.  In acting
upon that our common choiee, with my best efforts and
exertions, I shall at once faithfully represent your senti-
ments, .md satisfy my own judament and conscience.

. NPEECH

AT THE PLBLIC DINNER AT LIVERFOOL, IN THE LYCEPM
ROOM, ON FRIDAY, THE S0TH oF acest, 182,

(h—:s’n.l-:m-:x,

Often as T have had occasion to expresy my thanks to
my constituents, T never rose under lu-lmgx 0 oppressive
as thofe which I experience at the pu-wnt «moment. It
is not that the manifestation of your kindness is®new ors
strange, for it hegan wish your firsy, unsolicitedl scleetion
of me, and has grown with the grm\{h of our .u'qu.unt-
ance; but the more than usual-~the crowning kindness
of this moment,*when [ come among  you to return
thanks for the past, and to terminate our conneetion for
the future, is really overcoming, and almost takes, from
me the faculty of expressing the excess of acknowledgment
which it iyspifts. * s . .

Lientlemen, let those who doubt the*practic .nl-c.-\(-vllvncc
of the political institutions of Gireat Britain lsok '\t the

scane which this assembly exhibits; and when llu-v see
lmw far an humble individual, without pvrqnn.ll distinction,
or pg.rsonal claims of any kind on the consideration or godd-
will §f a great' community, can carn their food opinion,
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and, I may venture to sav, their affectiop, simply by the
pcrﬁ)rnmnc«- of his public duty as their representative, let
them consider what guararftees there must be for the
sceurity of a country in which such ¢osnections are formed,
and for a constitution under whigh such a public inter-
change of reciprocal esteem and reciprocal obligations is
maintained.  Never can such a country sink under the
vainly apprchended d.mgvr.uf despotism 5 never, T trust,
can such a constitution be made the vietim of that opposite
and equally formidable danger-- of anarchy, which would
involve not only the ruin of all that is Vencralle in our
establishments, but the extinetion of all that is estimable
in social life.

Gentlemen, there are, indeed, other roads to power and
to popularity.  Power®may, perhaps, be gained, and its
continuced tenure seeured, by a subserviengy without limit
or hesigation : md there is a cheap, b d.xulmg, pnpu-
larity for those who will either invent « cataloguc of imagi-
nary evils, o, attributing to man the acts of Providence,
JWill p‘l‘«l:liht‘ mstant relief to  sufferings arising out  of
“inevitable mecessity, and to exlantisics which endurance only
can cure; who will® (‘hd"ul"t‘ all existing institution’ as_
misgovernfuent, and mofint and gide in the whirlwind nf
reform.  But, gentlemen, neither of these courses have I
ever thought it consistent with honour or with duty 10
pursue, Ile may. perhaps, be Ield a timid and unwise
politician, who will not unserupulously dend  himself to
objeets which he gcannot approve;; and ie may Jhe some-
times an ynpopulars representative, who does not lay the
foundgtion sof his popularity in flattery of the passions of
the ]:(‘nplc Tror the people are open to flattery as well as
kmga, antl thate language is not mdre remote from lruth
which exalts prerogative bheyond the bounds of re..\aun,
than that which speaks mccsa.mtly of populir rights, fith-
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out reference to, corresponding duties.  But, gemlemen, no
such sacrifices of truth hava been vecessary to obtain and
to retain your goud-will. I ltave found in this enlightened
community, -comprehending, as it necessarily  does, con-
flicting opmions, as well as, in a certain degree, conflicting
interests — I have fourtl a singular temperance in your
diflerences of political opinion. T have found generally
prevalent” among  vou a warm  hut reasoning  lovalty,
consistent  with perfeet independence of  thought;  and
an ardent love of liberty, combined with a determined
hostility to all the exeesses of faction. It is in sympathizing
wish these your feelings, and participating in these your
sentiments, that 1 have acquired the share whieh 1 have
the happiness to hold in your good opinion 3 though sure 1
am, that, with all my endeavours 10’ earn ity I cannot have
suceeeded in dg.-:cr\'in'« that exeess of it which you have
been plc.m-(l to manifest to me on this uu..hmn. -
Gentlenien, on former oceasions, when "I have had the
honowt to address meetings  like the pregent, the task
has been much more casy.  The lopic\ on whieh I thcu,
had to dilate belowgeds to the foo lmg-ﬁ of the momvnt.
We have, on those occasions, had, great strugulw to
animate us, we have h: il great Vietories to eclebrate; and ;
we "all know, that, in the celebration of these mumulul
victories, some exaggeration of triumph is not ouly per-
mitted, but is freely and frankly allowed by one party
to the other. * But on  the present occasion, warmly
as T fee] all that.my immediate friends and supporters
lmve done for me and uxprusee-d tewards e, 1 stand
peculiarly eircumstanced ; a peculiarity glorions, T, thml\
te the town as well as to mysell; - -1 stond the-
peculiar circumstancts of not knowing that 1 have among
you,” at_this mement, even a political ¢nemy. 1 have
recéiyed, genticmen, in the course of this day—pardon the
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hoast, for the cause of it lies, as it well may, very near to
my hrc-mt--—l have received sthis morning, from the as-
sociated commercial bodies of the town, an address, ac-
knowledging, in terms far heyond the inent of any serviees
which 1 have laboured to perform, my conduct as repre-
sentative of Liverpool.  Among” the signatures to that
address, representing, as those signatures do, all lllu various
classes into which this U\t\'llsl\t‘ commereial cummuml.y is
divided—among these signatures, 1 say, every seeond name
is the name of some individual who has taken an active
part against me in some, i’ not in every election.  Lhat 1
have deserved this unexampled econcurrence of approbatien,
1 do not pretend: that I have reccived ity will be, o the
latest hour of my life, a pride beyond what I should he
warranted in expressing here; and, a pride; gentlemen,
which I shall transmit to my children. .

Sucher testimony as this dizables me from referring,
with any thing lilu.- an adverse feeling, 10 thuse whose
politieal opinions we have combated, hun-lulurc, with
licensed 'nmmmlts—-.m animosity, however, which never

o auruwd the contest uhuh gave Bieth te it. While T inain-
tain, un<haken, my awn ,)ullm-.nl opinions, and while 1 Tl
amyself callid upon to render 1o you, this day, an acequnt
of those opinions, 1 beg to be understood®as saying nothing
in hostility to any man who may differ from me, or wha
may haye opposed mee, .
(u-mlunwn, it xo happens that T ean rendier this account
with the, greater impartiality, because, éf additio to these
generhl \lll)pcts upore which, retrospectively, we are all now
tolers |b.ly wedl .lgrcvd-to the war in which the country was
cngng(-d when 1 first caame amongst you, sand of which,
while the succes# was doubtful, the Yolicy was n.ttumlly .
cnodgh disputed, but with respeet to which all mcmor_) of
difference has been since m..;rly ‘extinguishetl in acclama-
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tions at its finahtriumph : in addition, I say, to that great
question, and to the questions: which grew out of it, there
were, when 1 eame amongst you, and there are still, two
great national quesdions, upon one of which I have the
misfortune to differ from the great body of my most re-
speetable friends and supporters in this town, almost as
widely a my on the other, T differ with their adversaries :
[ allude, gx-nllum n, to the Catholic’ question as the lirst,
and o the question of parliamentary reform as the second,
of those national guestions.

Gentlemen, on the first of these questions, you are well
awstre of my opinions; for, on one of the carliest occasions
on which | had the honour to address the inbabitants of
Liverpool, L told them fairly, that, in aceepting wy ser-
vices, they aceepted the serviees of ‘one who, on that ques-
tion, had taken, his part 3 and who could not, in deference
to their opinions or prejudices, call |hun|. whiclwgou will,
abate a ic;l of his anxiety for its suceess. Accordingly,
gentlénen, at the diffirent periods and undgr tlu various
moditications under which  that (|u(-slmn has come 10 by .
discussed, 1 have given *it my most ~trenios suppor(.
But 1 have, in all such cases, deiit honestly by you,
rvu!lunn-n, for 1 have garely, if"ever. given iy support ;
to that measure int the House of Commons, without openly
acknowledging, that, in so doing, J spoke against what 1
helieved to be the prewiiling sense of my constituents. T
have not, therefore, misused the weight of your authority,
nor conmrontised’ any opinion of yours adverse to mi own,
» Gentlemen, §f [ were remaining m this country; and
continuing to take my part in l'arll.mwm. Ikhuu'il con-
tinne to walk iw the same direction ; but 1 "think (.um, as

T may not clsewhefe have an opporturity of expressing
this opinion, I am desirous of expressing it here)—I think
thaf, after the experience of a fruitless struggle of more
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than ten ycars, I should, as an individuval (speaking for
none but mysclf, and not kwowing whether 1 carry iny
other person’s opinion with me), be induced, from hence-
forth, or, perhaps, after one more dencral trial, to seck
upon that question a liberal compromise, rather than per-
severe in fighting, perhaps ten ‘years more, in vain for
unqualificd concession, .

T might have had some hesitation, under other circum-
stances, in making this avowal, knowing that it is generally
an casicr, as well as a prouder, course to persevere, even
in what is hopeless, than fairly 10 avow a disposition to
compromise. But, in what 1 say on this oceasion, 1 ean
have no other object than to declare a sineere opinion. 1
alluded, in recent debates, in the House of Commons, to
the policy of aceepting partial concessions, and to iy regret
that [ had once been myself a party ta the refusal of
them. & have since revolved the subject mach in my mind :
and I confess, that, next to the immediate success of the
whole measune, which 1 have as much ax ever at heart, 1
_should wish, as well for the benefit of those most inme-
(hutol_y conterned, as for the gencfal peace of the kingdom,
to sce such an .xrraugenu-nt as should remove all pmcnc'\l' .

, cause of (-c'nnpluint on the one side, without inciting vifuue
and indefinite apprehensions on the othér; referring to, a
more favourable opportunity, and to the progress of public
opinion, that complete and final *scttloment, of which I
shall never cease to maintain the cqwdwnc‘\, as well as the
Justice. , . . .

I wurn now, Gerfdemen, to the second question, with
wlnch, as much as with the former, my name has been
connected in popular observation, and often in popular
obloquv Tam mlalal\un, Gentlemeny—I mean, T am mis-
reptesented, my purpow is mistaken, if it 1s mppowd that
Iimpute to thise who support thé question of parlmmentary
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reform a distingt apprehension of the! consequences  to
which, T think, their doctrings lead, and a design to pro-
mote those consequences. It is with their doctrines that T
quarrcl, and not wish_ their motives ; and it has been my
desire always to discuss the question argumentatively rather
than .-mgril_y'. with those who are opposed to me in opinion.
I wish them to state to me—to me? 1 wish them to state
to themsdlves, distinetly, the ‘ohject which they have in
view, and the means they think they have to attain it.
Why, Gentlemen, what are the general arguments by which
we are urged to admit a change in the constitution of the
Hquse of Commons?  These arguments are derived from
expensive wars, from heavy taxes, and from severe enact-
ments, constituting, as is aflirmed, so many outrageous
inroads upon the Constitution.  (ranted, for argument’s
sitke, that all these charges are true.  Granted that all the
proceedings of Parliament, for many years past, hgve been
reprehensible.  But were they the procecdings of the Tlouse
. of Coramens alone 2 Does the British Constijution act by
a single organ? Ilas there heen no concurrence in the,
maintenance of thosp wase, np consent 'to the imposition of”
_thote taxes, no co-operation in the Phssing of those cnact-
ments ¥ Is there no ather assembly in existthee which
partook of the opinions on which the House of Commons
has procceded, and which would make, therefore, the
reform of the House ofa Commons nugatory for tho pro-
fessed purposesy unless the co-ordinate authority was also
reformed? M ydu, reform the Touse of Commons; on the
grounds of past miseconduct, what will you ' do with the Iouse
of Lords? If the House of Commons is to be refgtmed,
Deeause it sanegjoned the war with America’s if it is'to be
" reformed, because it maintained the was with Franee—'
'(sinkn’ng,_ for a moment, the undoubted fatt, that the war
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with Awmerica was a favourite measure with the people of
this codntry as much as wit'h the Government; sinking,
for a moment, the undoubted fact, that the war with France
was emphatically the war of the natiog) ; —if the House of
Commous, 1 ask, is 1o be reformed, because it approved
and supported those wars 3 if it 35 to be reformed, because
it passed laws for the suppression of internal disturbancee,
is the House of Lords to g free, which consented to those
wars, aud of those acts consented to all, while some of
them, and those not the least severe, it originated 2 1 no
such reform is to he applied to the Tlouse of Lords, what
is the supposed effeet upon that House of a reform of the
House of Commons?  Let us fairly speak out:- Is the
unrelormed House of Lords to continue in full vigeur, to
counteract the will of the reformed Iouse of Commons #
Where, then, is the use of the reforin ? ()r, is the reformed
Honse of Commons to act upon the House of Lords by
intimidation anil compulsion 2 Aye !—"That, to he sure,
is what must l)c meant, if there be truth in the argmment
but thay'is w hat no man will A
‘ My (|u.\rrcl then, with tlm equrse, of argument is— not
thdt it aims at an hllcntmn—.u. an improvement, ¥ 'you
please, n!- the Iluuw of (' ommons ; but—-that 1t aug\ at
quite another thing than a Iouse of Commons as part ‘of a
legislature.  'The legislative authority of the state, accord-
ing to the Constitution as it standg, is shared between two
houscf of Parliament ;—the suggested raform goes to pro-
vide & single instrument, which shall Jot only du its own
work, but inevitably controul the workmg of the othgr s
whick, if thc objeet of the reform is obtained, must act so
pom-ifull_y, titat it must, in the very ngture of things,
* reject any: co-ordingte power, and speedily act alone.
I have neverstated it as a beauty of the Constitution,
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that Old Sarum, should have but as many voters as repre-
sentatives.  Let it have twa thousand, with all my heart.
T have never stated it as a ‘heauty and perfection of the
Constitution, that thisor that great peer should he able to
return persons of his choice as the representatives of the
prople in Parliament. Al have never said, that detected
corruption shonld not he punizhed.  In God's name, dis-
franchise *other  corrupt lmmu«rln as you disfranchised
Grampound.  But | have said, and L repeat, that 1 see
no way of connteracting the influence of property, and that
1 can imagine no process of amputation of elose boroughs—-
onthe ground, not of practical punishment, but of specu-
Jative improvement, and on the principle that the Touse of
Commons ought to speak the direet sense of the people—-
which does not lead, by inevitabit inference, to a total
alteration of llw.funct:uns of the House of Commons. I
by * people™ is meant the nation (and it is in the aquivocal
use of this'word that much of the fallacy of the argument
lies) ;=«if an assembly, ¢ representing the peaple,” is meant
to be the undoubted, exclusive organ of 'n.ttiun.tlowill—[
ask, when the nation, hase dneg such an ur,-_-;'m. what room is”
there for another legislative ('hl.l])llslllnl'l““ How can a
wu)qd exist, and what is,it to do?’ °
(i:-ntlvnmn, on areeent oceasion, in a neighbouring county,
amost respectable gentleman, respectablefrom family, respeet-
able from private charactar and from talents, has done e the
honour to refer temy opinions with some expressions of sur-
prise. Mg, Fawkesd (I name him with due honour, fog What 1
helieve to be his individual \mrth) cxprpxscd grogt surptise,
that I, ving the representative of the wmm'l mnmu.-runl
town in this greag Kingdom, should feel any umm-l) i'or ‘the
fntc of the close partt of the representation.  Sdrprise for
surpride. For 1 may, in my turn, be surpriscd, that a
gcntlt\\.nnn of -Yorkshire, in which county the clamour for
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reform began, some years ago, on the groyad of the inade-

quacy of its own particular. representation, should scize
the present moment, when thit representation has just been
doubled by Parliament, for agitating inew the question of
parliamentary reform. I know ro grievanee, in the pre-
sent constitution of Parliament, svhich has been so con-
stantly dinned into my cars, from my very youth, as the
destitute state of Yorkshire in being allowed to send only
two of her sons to Parliament.  She has been long, ¢ like
Niobe, all tears”™ on this account : but now the grievance is
remedied ; and, at the very moment when this is done,
one of the most gifted of the sons of this unhappy matgon
comes forward, and, instead of returning thanks in hehalf
of hix parent county, expatiates loudly, in her name, on
the inadeguate represehitation of England ! A Yorkshire-
man might have been o well pfuuw'ud with the recent
attentior to her long-neglected claims to be'in a humour to
find fault with l‘al‘mnu-nt just at this moment. But,
Gentlemen, why am I, more than Mr. Fawkes, o wonfine
oMy atteation to my own particular share of the representa-
tlon ¢ Sorfar from m) situgtionie as pepresentative of the
second town in the Lmpire, stifling my voice on this sub-
y Juety I hate not the slightest hesitgtion in saying, thawif I
were member for Old Sarom, I should, more prolu'tbl_v,
hold my tongue upon it. It is because 1 am member for
Liverpool; because 1 can have na shadow of personal inte-
rest in maintaining that more imperfectespecies of repre-
sentalign, which ] do, nevertheless, gtmacimtioysly main-
tain%—it §s because my up'miou cannot be questioned, as
mﬂué‘ncodiw motives of individual convenience, that I feel
@ c«'mhdvnce which I otherwise might not fecl, in exposing
" what T think the fallacy of those doirines which push the®
principle of dirtet personal representation to an exterft such!
as, if adopted, must ohangc. tllcu(_‘()l)stltlltlml. o
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Lt any man,say, that his views of l{’fmm go no farther
than to the removal of blots, and T am with him. But it
is beeause the arguments for'reform tend much further ;—
it is beeause they tead, not to remedy, but to destroy ; not
to correet what may he amiss in a sy stem of n,pr(-smtatwn
which combines all spedics of property, admits all sln.um
of industry, opens the door to all species of talent ; - it is
beeause t'lu-v appear to me to tend toa system to be founded
exclusively on what is called the power of the people; a
power which, if recognised in the sense in which they pro-
claim i, must ‘m-t, not in coneert with other powers, not
by a conflict and compromise of different interests ; but by
its own uncontrolled authority, supreme and alone ; --it is
for this renson that I think it right to oppose, in limine,
projects of pnrli:mmnl.ar_v reform.  *

Goentlemen, if is said, however, that, hesides the faulty
mmlmsmun of the House of (‘ommons, there is a2 influence
of the Crown which perverts and p.lr.tl)n-s all its func-
tions.* My first answer to this pmpusmm) is the same
which 1 have made to the proposition for alteration in thy
IHouse of Commong,  How zarely (lm-s the House of Lurtra
differ from the other house in its dégisions ! —How much -
moge rarely does it difer in a more popular séase ! I it;
tho sinfluence ofs the Crown which predominates in llu-
House of Lords too?  If it is—do you mean to leave the
House of Lords still subject to the same influence, and
still with an equal voice in the decision of every national
question? B ndty-is not the projeet still, though upon
another pretext, to erect an instrumsent which will*make
the operation of the House of Lords complctcly nue.nurv ;
ta place in a wew, an untricd organ, the whuh. prauu.ll
encrgy of the ConstRution ? * e

I 8o verily and sincerely believe, that fhere 3 no ptopo-.
sititi n;urc Julse, than zhat the imHuence of the Crown,

. . .hp2 »
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any more than its direet power, has inereasgl comparatively
with the inere: wing strength, wealth, and population of the
country. "T'o these, if the Crown be good for any thing
at all in the Constitution, it is necesary that its power
aud influence should bear some reasonable proportion. I
deny that, in the House of Commens—-I dvnv that, in the
1ouse of Lords, such nn.lmn-asv ‘an be shown; but
further T contend, that, in speculating upon the practical
play of our Constitution, we narrow our view of its ellicient
principles, of its progress, and of the state in which it
now stands, if we do not take into account other powers,
estrinsie to the two IHouses of Parliament, which are Jat
work in the moral and politieal world, and which require
to be halanced and counterpoised in their operation.

What should we think of that phlluwphvr, who, in
writing, at the present day, a tre atise upgn naval archi-
tecture agyl the theory of navigation, should mmt wholly
from Dis caleulation that new and mighty power —uew, at
least, in the gpplicition of its might—which walks the
yater, like a gianit rviui(.ing in his course ;-—stenmming alike
“the tempest® and the lulv- —agceelaating intercourse, short-
cning  distanees ;- -cn'.lllmr as it were, unexpeeted neiiehs

s bourhoods, *and new combinations of social and commenysial
relation ;—and giving to the fickleness sof winds and ‘the
faithlessness of waves the certainty and steadiness of ‘a
highway upon the land? - Such a writer, though he might
deseribe a ship correetly, though he mght show from
what ‘guarters th.c winds of heavey blow, would be
surcly an im.uriuua and an idle spectator of the progress
of n.uﬁ'ml siénee, who did'not see in the power of- STEay
a cdrrective of all former caleulations.  So, in politieal
science, het who, speculating on the British C on‘sutlmon,
shotld cotent Rimself with wmarking the distributidn of '
ackvowledged - technical powerss hetween the Houst of
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Lords, the 1Touse of Commons, and thé (‘rown, alld assign-
ing to cach their separate provinees—to the Lords their
legislative authority—to thed Crown its weto (how often
used ?)--to the Hofise of (‘ommons its power of stopping
supplies (how often, in fact, necessary to he resorted to #)
—and should think thatyhe had thus deseribed the British
Constitution as it acts and as it is infuenced in its action ;
but should omit from his enumeration that mighty power
of public opinion, cmbodied in a free press, which per-
vades, and checks, and, perhaps, in the last resort, nearly
governs the whole;--such a man would, surcly, give but
an imperfeet view of the Governmeat of England as it
is now maodified, and would greatly underrate the counter-
acting influences against which that of the esceutive power
has to contend. . ‘

Gentlemen, ghere is one plain test, which 1 think it
wholesome to apply to all speculative prgjects ~f politieal
lmpmuuwnl T consider, first, not hm\ they might ope-
rate for the "t'll(l.ll henefit of manhind = ~ithat s a wide
consideration, indecd, and fiv w0 e (lupl_y studied at loi,
st 3 but is noty as it @piravs to me, the imntediate |)IINI-.
ness of the Britiah statesman, pnmuﬁn«r for British mu-
resis: and, T confoss, shat as, in private life,"d generally ;
look with cautign on that dilfusive benevolence  which
negleets the eirele immediately around it ; so 1 look with
some little suspicion to sthat spirit of general improvement
which is ready fo sacrificey to a general principley the imme-
diate and particufas safity of one’s own country. | ifiquire,
rather, how such projeets are hlu. ly o operate, on tht Bri-
tish Constitation; which T find to be 'l njon: m'h_)
nzmarchy qualkificd, indeed, with v-t.:hlh'nm-nh, \ﬂm'h
hmlt, \\hu_h restrainty which controul *its -but, * fundamen.
t.llly and essentially, a monarchy. | do’not think m¥self
hotind to entdr the lists to show why the British Consti-
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tution should be a\'monarch_v. I am notecalled upon to
demonstrate, d priori, that itwas necessary that the Bri-
tish Constitution should be & monarchy, any more than
that Great Britain should be an islmfl. It is quite sufli.
cient for me that I find these things so ; it is qujte sufficient
for me to know that Providence s ordained the one, and
that the acts of our ancegtors, from immvmm;ial time,
acquiesced in and confirmed by a long succession of gene-
rations, have clearly ascertained the other: and have thus,
although without my individual vote or epnsent, imposed
apon me the duty of allegiance to the monarchy under
which 1 have been born. .
I know how tame, and servile, and abjeet this sort of
reasoning sounds, in an age when it is so much more the
taxhion to appeal to theory than to fagt s 1o try every exist-
ing cstablishment by some abstract model of excellenee.
But, Gentd-men, against a popular assembly, constitated on
the principles on which parliamentary reform is alleged to
be necessary (the effective consequence of which prineiples
_dnua. I ml]mglv mlnul. go beyond either the avowal, or,
i dare sﬂv, the mtvntlon of thosd whe profess them)—l
say, against a populnr assembly, so constituted, no Moe
snarchy could stand. Hu(.h a goveenment must be, pfac-
tically, whatever it be in name, a republic? [ do not think
myself at liberty to discuss the question, whether that be
" a bettgr kind of Government. 14 fecl m)wlt I confess,
circumseribed  within the limits of the cxntmg Consti-
tution.” A

*¢ Spartam nactus s, hanc exorna.”

|mpruw, as you ey the constitution®which has fallen to
eyourlot.  The attempt to alter by foree that Constitition,
is one which the law has branded in disagtecable teftns.
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I agree with the.law, and would endeavour to prevent that
from being done through inadvertence, which, undoubtedly,
there is no danger of any one’s attempting to do by design.
In short, in all improvements we must conform to the
nature of the country to which we belong,  Like the King
of Bohemia, who had an extreme desire to be a naval
power, but whose laudable ambition was checked by this only
impuediment, that there was no suu-p'ort in his kingdom.

So much. gentlemen, as to the principles of Parliamentary
reform ; and as to the principles of my resistance to it, as a
general proposition.  Let me now call your attention, for a
shart time, to the practical uses to which Parliamentary
reform is by its advoeates proposed to he applicd.  Five or
six years ago there was great suffering among the Iabouring
classes.  Provisions were at such & price, ax to be almost
unattainable by the poorest order of the people. The
grievanee in which these sufferings originated, wvas alleged
to be the corn bill. The corn hill was passed by the
influcace of the landholders. The remedy was in some
change which would put that influcnee down s and we all
remember what a elsmor.? was then raised for Parliamentary
reform.  Woll &—-times come round 3* there is now such a
plenty, such a glut of vrovisions,"that the hunfblest classes
of society are njoving  comparative  affluence.  In the
manufacturing  distriets, there is constant and - steady
cmplovment ; at wages somewhat reduced, it is true, but
suflicient, in general, for comfortable maintenanee,  Anid
these blessings afre further felt o a reduction of tht poor-
=ates, and, God be thankad, in a remarkable diminuzion of
crime. ¢ | do not know, 'lllrl'lll('ll, whether l the ‘kc. par-
ticulars constitute a lluurhhmg state of the (-mnmumtv 3
but L do know, that® the absence of then. was considered as
constituting a state of things too bad to béar; aad I cannot.
but'think, that whatever partial cvils accompany these bless-
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ings, thnw who, Ae or six years ago, thonght the Parlia-
ment good for nought, because the l.m(lhuldcm had passed
a corn bill, and because the p«x:r-nues were augmented,
and because the calendars were swelbed with erime, must
uow consent to sympathise with prosperity which grows
out of the reverse of the evils of, which they complained.
But, gentlemen, while the labouring classes of the people
are in this state of enjoy mvm, while work is plc.-nt\, while
the poor-rates and crimes are diminishing, the growers of
corn are suflering.  Amd what is the remedy?  Parlia-
mentary reform! So that, in the year "1817, when you
suffered under high priees, Parliamentary reform was the
curce for that calamity ; and now, when the landholders are
suffering under cheapness, Parliamentary reform is neces-
sary the other way ! And for what purpose : #  "Torestore,
I suppose, the good old times of 1817, Let me not be
understoog) as u:}derr'llmr the pressure uf cuh(-r of these
evils; in both st'ltus of things there is much to l.mwnt, and
in that which jnow txists there is much which L wish to
God 1 ceuld sce the way to cure.  But ax to Parliamentary
hform, as the remedy 1or cithgr—tmucly more as the remedy
fur both—1 will .hk,':m_) man, whether there is commiop
ysense in §ich a proposmun— whether the double cl.ummr
for it be not a presumption rather in faveur of thei nnpar-
tiality with which Pacliunent has acted in both these
painful extremes ? " e
Buv 'parliumentary reform is the panacea for every evil.
L read, a few days ago, (I cannot imnlediately, recollect
where,) a stpry of “am artist who had attained great cink.
nence % painling, but who had directed his art chiefly to
one favourite object.  That object happened to be a red
Jion. Ilis first cwmployment was at o public-house, where
rthe lundlord allowed him to follow his fancy. Of edurse
the artist recommended a red lioe. A gml.ioman in{ the



" ADDENDA. 409

neighbourhood,, having a new dining-room to ornament,
applicd to the artist for his assistance; and, in order that
he might have full scope for his talents, left to him the
choice of a subject ‘o the principal compartment of the
room.  The painter took due time to deliberate ; and then,
with the utmost gravity and carnestness— Don't you
think,” said he to his employer, * that a handsome red
lion. would have a fine cffect in this situation ¥ The gen-
tleman was not entirely convineed, perhaps; however, he
let the painter have his way in this instance ; determined,
nevertheless, that in his library, to which he next eonducted
the artist, he would have something of more exquisite deviee
and orvament.  He showed him a small panel over his
chimney-picce.  “ ITere,” says he, * 1 must have some-
thing striking.  The space, you %ee, is but small, the
workmanship mpnst be proportionably delieate.™ ¢ What
think you,”™ says the painter, after appeaging tecdive deep
into his imagination for the .nug«rcslmn. * what think you
of a small red lion?”  Just xo it is ‘with Jarliamentary
rcform. Whatever may he the evily the rémedy is .t'p.u'h.l-_
mentary reform; aud the utmost \.lm-ty that you t..m
extort from those who eall themselves ¢ moderate  re-
formeers™ is, that they will be contented  with o small rod
lion ! “ -
Gentlemen, 1 wish that these theories were only enter-
taining; but they have mischief in them; and I wish that
against them the vountry should be on its guard. [ eonfess
L am agninst even the smallest of these red lions ;T object
not to the size, but to the species. A fear the mn.;ﬂcht,
would be-but the precursor of,the whole mcmlgt-rm and
that, il' once, propitiated by his smallness, you, upcn the
door for his admission,’ you would find,-when you wanted
him to'turn out again, that he had been pampered to a for-

mid:ble size in his cage.  ~ .
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Gentlgmen, in tht tinies in which we live, there is (dis-
guise it how we may) a struggle going on,—in some coun-
trics an open, and in some a tacit struggle, between the
principles of monarchy and democeagy.  God be praised,
«hat in that struggle we have not any part to take.  God
be praised, that we have long agoarrived at all the blessings
that are to be derived from that which alone ean end such
a struggle beneficially,--a compromise and intermixture of
those conflicting principles. It is not, as it appears to me,
the duty of this country to side either with the assailants,
where they aim at too much, nor with those who stand on
the defensive, when they will grant nothing.  Fngland has
only to maintain herself on the basis of her own solid and
settled  Constitution, firm, unshaken,—-a spectatress inte-
rested in the contest only by her sympathies;—not a par-
tisan on cither side, bat, for the sake of hoth, a model, and
ultimately, perhpps, an umpire.  Should we be led, by any
fulse impulse of chivalrous benevolenee, to participate in the
struggle itself, we commit, and therchy impair, our autho-
rity ; e abandon the position in which we might hereafier
do_most good, and may bring hecdanger of a foreign
struggle home to oru.' own hearths and to our own institn-
tions. ‘ K

(rentlemen, with an : .mdu-nu- less enlightened than that
which 1 have had the honour to address, 1 should have
avoided topics of such general intorest, and contined myself
to the particulars of our local connection.  But, gentlemen,
our connection is one of principle; it ha@ its foundation
in principle; on hat it has been raised and cemented.
Genyumey, whatever may " be my future destination, it will
be a comfort unspeakable to me to have laid, in that -on-
nection, the foundation, I trust, of mutual and lasting
regard ; which has cheered every stage of our mtcrcourse,
and will long survive our scparation.
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Gentlemen, it may, perhaps, be expected of me, espe-
cially after the speech of my worthy friend, your president,
that | should say a few words fo you on the topics to which
he has alluded. 1 #ave doubted much and long whether
I should refer to those topics at all, or should persevere in®
the siience which | have | jtherto preseribed to myself upon
them ; whether 1 should ineur the risk, on the one hand, of
being .\'up.lmscd not to have dealt openly with you ; or, on
the other hand, the risk of that misconstruction, of various
sorts, to which a public man, who speaks of himself, must
expeet to be exposed. On full reflection, T have deter-
miued to brave the latter danger rather than the former.
L prefer submitting to any misconstruction, to any incon-
venience, rather than that it should ever be thought that
I had repaid your unbounded confidence with any thing
like concealment pr distrust.  Gentlemen, after this preface,
vou, will, perhaps, by, in one sense, disappointed to hear,
that all that 1 Il-l\'(‘ to say is, that, upon my honour, 1 have
snothing to tell.  But it is as necessary 1or me Lo make
that conlession, as it \mulcl have been to make a colnmuni- ¢
cation, had 1 any to make.” L do assyre you, that 1 I\npw
as liitle as amy man that now listens to mo, of any arrange-
ments likely to grow outeof the present state of things. [
'cau_lmit pretend ighorauce, indeed, of rumours which are in
every one’s mouth s but I assure you, upon my honour,
that, at the moment at which 1 am speaking to you, J, have
nothing cither to tell or to conceal.

Goentlemen, $ou ‘will not expeet that J shall enter into
any cxplanation as to what might be the decision “luch [
might think it right to take upon any such , ocdurrthee as
theae Tumours have in contemplation.  This only, Gentle-
men, 1 can frankly deelare to you, that; in any such case,
mv decisign would be founded upon an honest ahd i nnp.u'-
tial tigw of public considetutions alone, and’ that it woyld
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be deternined, not'by a caleulation of interests, but by a
balance and comparison of digtics.

Enough, gentlemen, on a topie to which 1 doubt whe-
ther I should, even now, have alluded, but for the most
,uncxpcctcd, although amicable provocation of my worthy
friend in the chair; and | hage only now to hope, that
having been, as I leaen, misconstrued on account of my
silence in another place, 1 shall not be misconstrued in an
opposite dircetion on account of what I have said here.
From my silence then, it has been inferred, that Lintended
ostentationsly to declare a determination to refuse office
at home, if it should be proposed to me. L beg L may
not be misconstrued now in an opposite sense, as intend-
ing] 10 express, or as feeling, in the slightest degree,
any anxicty, any expeetation or desire for such a pro-
posal. My only anxicty, I most solemxly declare, is to
state the “oruth 10 those who have a right to know it, inas-
much as their kindness and attachment to, me give them an
interest in whatever concerns me.

., Goenflemen, wherever my lot may be cast, may this great
cornunity continne 1o flouri<h in the prosperity now hap-
pily beginning to be restored to it, after the fluctuations .of
war and peace;—in the prineiples from which it has
never swerved, since 1 have had the honour to he je-
quainted with it;—in the honourable and liberal spirit
whick pervades all classes of its %ociety, and which marks
even its political divisions;—and in that cordial union
wlm.h binds all it members together, sithoit distinetion of
part\' in any thing which relates to the interest of ydur
uwn“‘br te the benefit of the humbler part of its popula-
tion. May it flourish an image of splcmlid commercial
greatness, unulldydd by the l)escltmg vices which sometimes

grow to such greatness; an image of those princely mer-
chunts whose history one of your own body lias illustzated ;
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mixing, like them, with the pursuits of trade, the, cultiva-
tion of liberal science ; dworn'.m«' your town with tlu. works
of art, as much as it is enriched hy enterprise and industry ;
and placing it, by tl.e .varicty of its useful, and the muni-
ficence of it:f charitable establishments, among  the most®
celebrated of the cities of _thc world.  May you flourish.in
the happiness and renown to which these qualities entitle -
you; and, when you look for another individual to eecupy the
station which | have, for ten years, filled, may you find one
more competent to the task than I have been :—one more
devoted to your interests, more anxious for your prosperity,
or wore thankful for your kindness, 1 am sure you cannot
find.

SPEECH

AT'A PUBLIC DINNER IN THE TOWN N-rAaLL IN 1823, oN
TIFE OCCASION OF PROLOSING  TIDE HEALTH OF M.
NEGUES, THE REPRESENTATIVE 'OF AMERICA} AT THE
COCRT OF SWEDEN.

v

Mr. Caxnixe said, that, with the kind pcrmissi:m of
the chair,, he rosé to propose a toast which, he felt con-
fident, woyld ke récpived by the company with the fost
singere and cordial satisfaction. e alluded to the health
of the distinguished stranger then near Imn, wlo v a% on
his avay to Swedpn, as the rcpruwnt.ltnc-ot lm cnuntr),
the United States of America. e wasmost happy to
dvail ‘him?'clf of this opportunity, amidit so darge hn
assentblage of some of the Hrst merchants of “England, of
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congratulating that gentleman on the full and uninter-
rupted intercourse which now existed between his country
and our own : an intercourst, of which the value could be
nowhere so well understood as in this great town, which
*was, both in point of local situation and of spirit and
enterprize, so pre-eminently quglified to derive from that
intercourse every possible advantage.  On such an occasion
he might be permitted 1o express the gratification which he
felt, in common with the great mass of the intelligent and
liberal men of hoth countries, to see the animosities neees-
sarily attendant on a state of hostility so rapidly wearing
away, and giving place to feelings so much more consovant
to the true interests of two pations united by a common
Janguage, a common spirit of commercial enterprize, and
a common regard for ‘well-regulated  liberty. It appeared
to him, that of two such states the relgtive position was
not wholly unlike that which oceasionally oceurred in
familics:  where a child having, perhaps,  displeased a
parent—a daughter, for instance, in contracting a con
nectior offensive to that parent’s feelings, some estrange-
.nilt:_tnt would for a’ while neeessatrilys ensue; but, after a
lapse of time, the irritation is forgotten, the foree of blyod
aguin provails, and lh:c daughter and the mother sitand
together against the world.  That all causes of dissension
may have now ceased for ever hetween two countries so
stmngly bound to cach other, and with =0 clear a com-
munity of interests, he most sincerely hoped,;; and he
trusteq, that, in whatever part of the ‘wordd Mr. Iughes
might represent hie country, he would feel, that in no part
of itesoulil that country’s merits be more truly appreciated
than in this. « 1



SPEECH

ON THE 10TIT OF APRIL, 1816, AT A DINNER GIVEN TO
MR. CANNING BY THE BUTISH MERCHANTS RESIDENT
AT Li3SBON.

I Ax deeply sensible, gentlemen, of the honour done me
by this meeting, and T am highly flattered by the sentiments
with which you have been plensed to couple my name.

To have been a disciple of Mr. Pitt, and to have been
a sharer in those councils, in which originated the struggle
for the salvation of Portugal, are the two circumstances in
my political life, on which, if on any, I look back with
pride and gratification.

It is a pride to me to have imbibed the principles of
Mr. Pitt, and a gratification to reccive your testimony of
the just application of those principles to*the measures by
which this country ,wa:- saved ;5 principles of “which the
chittacteristic was to cherish order antl industry at h(;mv,
as the true sources of commercial opulence and national
strength abroad; -to consider the peace, and power, and
safety of Great Britain, as bound up with the security and
independence of other nations.  From this system of” inter-
nal and externa? policy, Great Britain derived the means,
and imposed upon-herselt’ the duty, of sustaining thé long
contest  with France, which preceded the war of* the
Peninsula. ’ ’

In pursuance of that policy, those who had the direetion
of the British counciis, at the moment when the grasping
hand of I'rance was extended to scize the erown an liberties
of Rortugal, did not hesitate to fly to her assistance,

~ 3
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o ‘*
The good sensey the feeling, and the gencrosity of the
British nation, went with their government in- the under-
tahing.  But sanguine and« visionary cnthusiasts, Towell
remember, were they deemal to he, who thought thag h‘nm
sthe strugule for lol'm«r:ll. might issue the (lvllwmnceo"‘

Furope.  Such an enthusinst T was, and .llww avowed

mysell’ to he, !

I made this .wuw:nl even in times when the eontest wa
most doubtful. and by many held to be desperate.

rue it was, that elouds and  darkness  oceasionally
gathered on the horizon: but even t_hrm'lgh those clouds
and through that darkness, T saw, or fondly fancied 1 spw,
a rav of lizht which prowised to picree the gloom, and
which might hereafter liglten the nations.

1t is not at this time*of day, vor in this spot that T am
calicd upon to justify these hopes againat the imputation of
extravages.

Wicther as 2 |u~l anel natural consequence of persevers
ance in a good eatse, or whether by theé special fivour of
l';'u\‘idul.lt‘c trué itis,’m fact, that from this nook of Furope
pnu'u-h-tl' the impulse by whick itg mightiest kinadoms
have heen set freey” True it s that in this sterile and
unpromisifig sl was ('lcpnsiu-d the seed of that seeyrity,
whose branches now overshadow mankined., )

From these recollections and associations, the land in
which we wre assemblad, derivesgan ammating and classic
imc-n-'s-t, even in the eves of the most indifferent nbwrvur.

For my own part 1 cannot view thiz Gy, dn \\Im'h fur so
mary mun[hs of hprror and anxicety, amidst a condenged
and (ullcrmg' but unmurinuring  population, the hopes of
I urulu- hv lltllll)llll"‘ for their doom ;¥ gould not travgrse
those mighty fasgnesses of nature, wineh fenee this capital,
thase bubwarks;, bebind which Vietory hersdf retited, 1ot
new-plume ber wings for a flight more svaring ang more
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sustained ;- -1, could nor contemplat; those h--h ruins,
amongst which T have Tudly been wandering. "where an
awlul curiosity ponses 1o ingaire. whethien the surronnding
destruetion: has bgen wrowht by aneint convulsions of
5-

nity of the foe? - T cannot Iehold the traces of de-olation

 pature, or hy the sportive <wrifere and barbarous

in this country, aud of Siilring e the puaple, withont
renderity a just homage to the chavieter of 2 uatici, which
by all that it has doney and Sl more By all that it has
endurcd. has raised itself toa piteh of moral ciminenee, so
far hevond the' proportion of its terrnory, population, or
puneer. *

L cimot consider all these things without blessing that
wise wnd heneficent policy. which brought England with
timely speed. to the aid of such ¢ wation 3 1o cadi torth s
ohe l-ru Y. Lo ne ||~.| o ifs resourecs, to su,-p-)rl and i nnl---n‘.lh_
its unyvichdins constane v.oand after ns own e liyeranee was
.nlm vl to lead it forth in pursuit of l!\ uppressor.

Tobiave foughit togretler in sach aentise, th have mingled
banmers, md (0 L mmvlwl Blood ine hattles Jor ~u|(||
Tterests, amd h.nlm-r w ~.m v results musty mdoubt |l|1.
cedient an eternal union lnlnun the British amd Portus,
a:lulw nations. ., \

Vou wili obserye, ;_runlrnu-n, that 1z ansions to state
the principle of our comection. ad of our claim- tupon
cach ather, v terms nat, ot omparison, but of egealdity,

1 (luu with sineceiny. hecanse T believe that statebien: o
b | |u~l. l might <o so from polien, even it 1 doubted of
its |u~lmn~-.. Por l.u-r'll would not have heen -.m-z| without
l.,ngl.lml. itis trne: but Portugal was 1o I.nc_r.nnd_.. nmiun
metrament for the mightior sk which Faedind Ml 10
e rhnm »

W brought hither counetls and arms, .uul British dieip- .
ling, wid Briti. b vadour 3 ave found here willing hearts and

VOL. Vi, FE E . i
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active hands, a confiding Government, a pegple brave and
cnduring,. docile in instruction.guithful in following, patient
under privations, not to be subdued by disaster, and not to
be intoxicated by suceess. "

¢ The arm of England was the lever that wrenched the
power of Buonaparte from its busis—Portugal Wwas the ful-
crum on which that lever moved —Eungland fanned and fed
the sacred fire, but Portugal had already reared the altar
on which that fire was kindled, and from which it mounted,
brightening and widening, until the “mld was illumined
with its blaze.

I have said, that even from motives of policy, I wounld
state as nearly egual as possible, the balanee between Tor-
tugal and England. "There is a principle of disunion in
uncqual conneetions.  Active beneficence is a virtue of

casicr practice than forbearance aftet having conferred, or
than thankfulness after having reccived, a benedit.

I know not, indeed, whether it be a greater’and more
difficult exercise of magnanimity for the one party.do act
as I he bad forgeitten, or for 111“.- other, as if he constantly
remembered the obligation. ‘e
o On the part of Great Rritain, let us bear in mind that the

¢ feclings to which we addressed ourselves in Portugal, were
those of national pride and mdcpcndcnu- If those feelings -
were- found equal to the oceasion, what wonder, or what
regret that they should have survived it? It is naturally
to be ckpeeted that, having accomplished the overthrow of
its cnemics, the genius of the nation should carry itself
with snn'u-wl;nt of a bolder and freer port, even towards its
friende.  Y¥e have no right to feel this sorely. It wonld
be neithier just nor becoming in us to do 0. We should
respect, even in its ¢xcess, an independence which we have

« vindicated, and snould pardon even the waywardnessof a
spirit which we.have raised. N . -,
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‘To Portugd, on the othyr hand, I*would say, that there
is no humiliation in, the sexdiment of national gratitude ; —
that a grateful mind is at dnce indebted and discharged,
and recovers its IV by a just acknowledgment that there
is no room, for cither commereial or political jealousy He-
tween Great Britain and J’urlugul; - that the world is large
enough, both for Portuguese ynd Rritish Commeree ;—and
that Great Britain, while she has never been wanting 1o her
ally in time of need, seeks no other reward for all her exer-
tions, and all her saeritices, than wmutual confidenee and
Connmon prosperity.

* T am sure that I shall be rightly anderstood by all those
in whose presenee I speak. not only as to my meaning, but
s o my motives,

The delicacy an Tdiflieulty of the situation in which the
local Government of “this hingdom ix placed 3 the weigl
of their responsibility. and the ansicry gehielts (as T have
witnessed ) m-w«:u'il\' attends it. entitle them o peenliar
consideration. T have no fear of their dh.umnn«r the yggsu-
rance which T give you ui their friendly thpnsmun towardy
tlus mecting. oy and 1 u-mllr(' « ther -lul'- to pl'u]nm' to )(;:l..
l..(-ntlvnu-n, in the confidence that \uu will receive it cors
dily, and th.lt your cordiality \ull he duly estimated and
returned, ¢ I'he health of their Exccllencies the Governors

“of the Kingdom.”
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. 0 . .
SPEECH .
’
AT PLYMOUTH, IN THESYEARS1X23, UPON THE OCCAYION OF
BEING PRESENTED WITH THE FREEDOM OF THAT TOWN.

[This speech is, throughiout, one of singular excelkenee . the pus<age
in ullusion to the ships at anchor near the towu, towards the close
of it, purhaps has been seldom equalled—nver surpassed——in the
peenliar aptness, force, and bruuty with which it illustrates the
tupic of which it treats.] .

Mz. Mavor axp GENTLEMEN, .

I accept ~vith thankfulness, and with greater \lll‘\fd(‘llull
than I can express, this flattering  testimony of vour ‘good
opinion and ggodw il 1 must add. that the value f the .
gift itsel$ has heen gret atly enbapeed by the manner in which
\our worthy and hmmurnblv ]lvcamlv,r has developed the
sotives which sug‘ru{lml it, and the sentiments which it is

» intended to'convey. '

Gentlemen,  your Rcmrdcr has said every truly, tlml. .
whoever, in this free and enlightened state, aims at political
eminence, and discharges |u)li1i:'al-(|utics, must expeet to
have his conduct scrutinized, and cvery action of his public
life siftgd with no_ordinary jealousy. arfl with no sparing
critichm ; and sucheinay have been my lot as much asthat
of oilfgr publié men. But, gentlemen, unmerited-obloquy
scldom fails of an adequate, though perhaps tardy, com-
pensation. * I mustvthmk myself, as Wiy honourable friend
has %aid, éminently fortunate, if such compensation 4s he
describes, has fallen to me at an earlier periotl than td*many
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others; if I daye flatter mysglf (as his partiality has flattered
me), that the sentiments thadyou are kind enouglh to enter-
tain for me, arc in imison with those of the country; if, in
addition to the justice done me by my friends, I may, as
he has assured me, rely upon a candid construction, evey
from political opponents.

But, gentlemen, the seeret of such a result dues not lie
deep. it consists only in an fionesf and undeviating pur-
suit of what one conscientiously believes to be one’s public
duty—a pursuit which, steadily continued, will, however
detached and separate parts of a mans conduet may be
viewed under the influence of partialities or prejudices, ob-
tain for it, when considered as a whole, the approbation of
all honest and honourable minds.  Any man may ocea-
sionally be mistaken as to the meaus most ennducive to the
end which he has iwview; but if the end be just and
praise-worthy, it is by that he will be ultimately judged,
cither hy nis contemporarics or by posterity.

Gentlemen, the end which T confess’T have always had
in view, and which appears to me the lugitimate objectof
pursuit to a British _stnsmm'm, T can tescribe in one word.
Te language of modern ph'ilnsnphy"'.s wisely and djffusely,

benevolent ; it pml'e\se-: the perfection of our species, and ;

. the ameliorinson of the lot of all mankind. Gentlemen, I
nope that my heart beats as high for the general interest of
humanity—I hope thay & have as friendly a disposition
towards other nations of the earth, as any one who'vaunts
his philanthropy most highly ; but 1 am contented to con-
f‘ess, that in the conduct of political aﬂ'gl'rs, the grarid ohject
of my contemplation is the interest of England.. -

. Not, Gentlemen, that the interest of Efgland is an in-
tercst which stands izslated and alone. ,'1‘.I|c situation which
she Lolds forbids an exclusive selfishness; her’, prosperity
must sontribute to the prosperity of other nations, and her
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stability to the safety of the world. But, jntimately con-
nected as'we are with the sysfem of Furope, it does not
follow that we are therefure cqllml upoi tomix ourselves on
every occasion, with a restless and meddling activity. in the
poncerns of the nations which surround us. 1t isupon a
just balance of conflicting dutics, and of rival, but some-
times incompatible, advantages, {hat a government must
judge when to put forth its strength, and when to Husband
it for oceasions yet to come,

Our ultimate object must be the peace of the world.
That objeet may sometimes e best attained by prompt ex-
ertions—sometimes by abstinenee from interposition in cop-
tests which we cammot prevent. 1t is upon these principles
that, as has been most truly observed by my worthy friend,
it did not appear to the Government of this country to be
necessary that Great Britain should ‘mingle in the recent
contest between France and Spain.

Your worthy Recorder has aceurately classed the per-
sons. who would have driven us into that tontest.  @here
wcre umlouhtmllv'.mmng them thm(- who desired to plunge
tlﬂs country into thé (hﬂi(.ultlm Of war, partly from the
kope that those diffiepftios would overwhelm the Admints.

¢ tration: but it would Iu- most umjust not to admit that
there were others who were actuated by nobidr pnnup\cq
and more gencrous feelings, who would have rushed -
« forward at once from the sense of ingignation at aggression,
and who deemed that no act of injustices could hc per-
petrat«l from one end of the univ erse 1o the ntlwr, but
that tke sword of Gyeat Britain should lt.ap from jts scab;
bard #_aveugeit. But as it is the provinee of law. to con-
trol the éxcesis even of laudable passions and propensities in
individuals,. 50 it js,the duty of Government to restrain
« withiu due sbounds the ebullition of national sentiment sand
to regulate the, course and direction of impulses 'wlrigh.it-
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cannot blame.  Is there any gne among e latter class of
persons  describedyby my lulmumbh. frand (for to the
former I have nothiig to sav), who continues to doubt
whether the Govergment did wisely in declining to olu.y
the precipitate (-utlntsl.mn which prevailed at the com- .
mencement of the contest in Spain?  Ts there any body
who does not now think, that it was the office of Govern-
meéngtosamine more closely alf the Rarious bearings of so
complicated a quustion, to consider whether  they were
called upon to assist a united naticn, or to plunge them-
selves into  the ihternal fouds by which that nation was
digided- -to aid in repelling a foreign invader, or, to take
part in a civil war.  Is there any man that does not now
see what would have been the extent of burdens that would
have been east upon this country ?a Is thyeany one who
does not .wl\mmlmlm- shat, under :-u('ﬁ‘” ircumstances the
enterprize would Tiave been one to be ch.muh rm-d only by
a term borrbwed from that part of the \p.mhh literature
\uth which we are most familiar,—-Quixotic ; an enter-
pnw romantic in its origin, and thankless the uml P -
But while we thus mnm)ure\ ren our Reelings h\;our duty,”
let it not be said that we culfivate peity, cither hecap @ we,,
fear, or beeause we are unprepardd fur, war : an the con-
tr.zry if mg‘hﬂmmtrs :mu the Government did not hesitate
0 pm(-l.um that the country was prepared for war, if war
should be unfortunately, netessary, every month of peace
that has since passed, has but made us so much the more
capable of exertion.  "The resources created byypeace are |
means of war. In therlshmg those m:.uurw:-, we but ac-
cumuhte those means.  Qur present ropose .ix ono mgre @
proof of inability to act, than the stute of Hiertness and in-
activity in which T hase scen. those wighly masscy that float

, in thoscaters above your town, is a pruqf"lhey ars devoisl of

e’ .
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strenyth, and incrpable of beiry fitted out for action.  You
well knowe, gentlemen, how soon one o those stupendous
masses, now reposing on their shudowes in perfeet stillness,
— how soon, upen any call of patriotis 2, or of necessily, it
would assume the likeness of an ani-nated thing, instinct
with life and motion—-how soon it wonld ruffle, as it were,
its meelling: plumaye -how quicly it wonld put forth all
its beauty und its bravevy, collect its scattered elewr!s of
strength, and azweaken its dormant thunder.  Such as is one
of these magnificent machines when springing from inaction
into a displuy of 'its might—-such is Fnglund herselfy while
apparcatly pussive and motionless she silently coneentrates
the power to be put forth on an adequate occasion. But God
forbid that that occasion should arise. Aftera war sustained
for nearly a qliestor of a2entury - sometimes single-handed,

and with all .l'.uropc- rranged at tin.os against her or at her

side, England needs a period of tranquitlity, and may enjoy it
without fear of nusconstruction. Loug may -ve ‘be enabled,
gentlemen, toimprdi ¢ the blessings of our present situation,
1 ch]tuntc the .rts of peace, to give to commerce, now
rcviving, greater exiension and new_ spheres of employ-
e and to confinw the prosperlt\ now generally diffused
throu;,hout this island.  OF the blessing of peace, gentle-
men, I trust that this borough, with whigh 4 have now the
honour and happiness of being associated, will reccive an
ample.share. 1 trust the time is not. far distant, when that
noble structure of which, as I learn from- your Recorder,
the box with which you have honouredt me, through his
hands, tormed a pirt, that gigantic barrier against the fury
of t'hn waves ¢hat roll intd your harbow, will protect a
comm..rcml matme not less considerable in its kind, thon
the warlike, marine pf which your port has been- long so
distinguisked an*asylum, when the town of Plymoutii will
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pnruupntc in the commercial Prosperity as-Argely ag it has
hitherto done in thmu\'al glors of E nn'la}ul. *

1

SPEECH

AT THE DINNER GIVEN BY THE DIRECTORS OF THI EAST INDIA
® -
COMPANY, TO SIR JOIIN MALCOLM, ON HIS APPOINTMENT TO
THE PRESIDENGY OF BOMBAY, ON THg 13h or Jung, 1527.

ArTER the Chairman had proposed the health of the
Right Tlonourable George Canning and His Majesty’s
Ministers, which he prefaced, by expressing his hape, the
their eminent talents, unwearied zeal, and  .sfduity, would
carn for them the highest row.-u'd----pu'filic gratitade— 1o
which their services to the country could onlit}f‘.' them,
Mr. Canning rese, amidst loud cheers, which lasted for some
minutesp and spol nearly as follows :—-

Mu. CuatrMan, ays (PENTLEMER,

On behalf of my colleagues and squyself, w how “yqu ,
have associated in the toast now drink, allow mg to thank
this eolipainy™fue tye manner m which it has'heen reecived.
We neither can deserve any support, nor do we claim any,
but on the condition coupjed®by the worthy Chairman,, with
theexpression of shis and your kind disposition tmmrd-i us,
that to the best,of sur ability, we consult and pr jnou. the
gencral welfare and lmppmcss of the people. ¢ :cnﬂeplcn,
there is no body of men in the cbuntry, from.whem snfh.a

L]

b .

#This was the Tast speech pronounced on any pubhc occasion

. (out ofeParliament) by Mr. Canning. It is now pubhslvd “for, the

first timg, in a corsected form.
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E
compliment as that you haved now bmtowal could come to
us with greater ‘welcome. 4

! believe there is no example in thc!nistory of the world,

on the one hand, of the existence ¢, an imperial corpora-

- tion, such as your Chairman~represents, or on the other of
the concurrence of th.o co-ordinate authorities, for so long
a series of years in conducting without shock-wr conflie,
the adminisration of the wonderful, I had alnez# said
the trémendous, empire, over which the Fast-India Com-
pany and the Crown jointly preside.

Gentlemen, the construetion and maintenance of that vast
cumpire are, indeed, as fearful as extraordinary. Tteisa
disproof of the common adage, that little wisdom is re-

"Jlired st - governing mankind. to consider how such 2 wa-
chine has heergt adualiy formed- how a varied population
gy '“--nr'lv 100,000,000 of souls i kept together under a
g,ruv(.rumc"t so anomalous—and distant thousatids of miles—
with so much comparative happiness, and serdittle of internal
mnf sion.  But, gentlemen, thegreatness of the concern (o
‘e admnidtered”has had its natural offect @ it has produced
> a race of ‘men adequate to its adnfinistration. I venture to
a5y that there caniot be found in Europe any monarchy,
which within a given time has prodpeed so many nren of
the first talents, in civil and militarys [fre, as Indin has
- withive the same period, firsi reared for her own use, el
then*given to their native country,

Géntlemen, if the compliment paid by you to Ilis Ma-
Jesty's Ministers be pleasing from the Eest Tndia Com-

. pany, it is d()ubi\s so on an oceasion like thegresent, when
tha’ Coniparfy, with the concurrence, i full approbation
of 10k M;gosty s Government, is sending. back to , India a
man whom veu bave brought home for a time, that he
might rest ia Lhc carcer of his honourable labours, an: wlwm,
you now restore 1o an enlarged sphere of activity, alik~ for

-
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the advantage of your serviceyand the comnletion of his own
reputation. It is Jerfectly truc, as the gNlant officer has
himself stuted, that, seven or éight years ago,—-being ther
counccted with the . epartment of the Govermment wnose
duty it is to watch o or you - affairs,—I rccommended Sir
.John Malcolu to your notice, T believe Jor the very post to
whicl. he is now destined. T recommended Bim as one of
thiwe ine":viduals then in your service, whose réspective me-
fits, all cminent in an extraordinary degree, were o equally
balanced, that * hecame a task of difficulty to choose
between them —X speak of Mr. Elphinstone, Sir "Thomas
Munro, and the gallant officer whose appointment we are
now met to celebrate. "The selection then made was one
rathier of circumstances than of preference.  Sir John,
Malcolm, T well remember, acquicseed, w*-I- a gencrous
promptitude, in the advancement of s competitors, 80,
worthy of him; and if he has in consequence ber. for a
while throwu behind them in opportunity of serving you,
and stil| further distinguishing himsclf, I have no doub:,
that he will speedily over ‘ake them both fn dee: a6 s

renown. ,

THE END.

SHALKELL AND BAY 1S, JOIINSON'S-UOUR's.
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"THE SPEECHES. OF TJIE HON. THOMAS (after-
© wards LORD) ‘GIRSKINE, ¥hen at the ar, on Subjects
conni teed with the Liberty of the Press, a=d again ¢t Construc-

' tive Trenson. o0 vols. o, (2. 10,

Whexe Spevches, stored as they are with the Phndest political dectrines,
the finest moval sentiments, and the purest oratoy_cal beauties, are calculated
cminently to enlichten, aud permanet Jy to |Case—they are qualified to
make men not only wiser, but betteroea expangp heir views, to steady their
principles, and t gnelio e their hearts —to teacn them to vursue the dictates
©of duty at every vain andeQuoril, and 1o upbold the interests of humnnity ing
. every sphere ane season” -~ Woraing Clannicle. .
P« Wetake th opinion of.the conntey, dml of every purt of S0 whe =

the languagre isgmderstond, to be that of the most unhoundwl :I__wimf‘ wot
these exquisit speeimens of judicial oratory, and of great obligntin w the
editor e colleetions,"—ZFEdin. Ker. Vol xix.

THE SPEECHES OF SIR SAMUFL ROMILLY in
the Iouse of Commons.  With a Memoir of his Life, &e. By
: Winntan Peren, Esq. Barvister.  THastrated with a finely-
+ exceuted and correct Portrait by Reynelds, after a Painting by
* Sir Thowas Lawrence, PLR. AL 2 vols. FLL 6s
L TIIE SPEECHES OF TITE RIGHT HON. CILARLES
KT r2n o )X in the House of Commons. 6 vols. With a
i fine Portrait o308, 8. hyards.

e THAL SPEECLLIS OF TIHE RJIGIIT [TON. EDMUND
“BUsE in the Iuse of Coumons and i Westminster Hall.

' 4 vals, Bve B2 10s.

5 THE SPEECIES OF THE RIGHT YON. WILLIAM
WINDHAM in the House of Connnons. 'With some Aeconne
~of W i, By Tuosas Awvor, "lsq. 3vols. Witha Pox

- trait. A17 16 L.
" A NSELECTION FROM THE PUBLIC! AND PRI-

L VAT CORRESPONDENCE OF VICE ADMIRAL

I LORY COLLINGWOOD : interspersed with Memairs . his
Life. By €& L. Nrwanan Conaxewoon Esq., F.R.S. Ilra-
trated by a fine Portrait—a Plan of' the Battle of ol lalger,
& &e. 2vols.vo. Llds * “a
=« ® & * A yore valuable and et Gondinary book has not appeared in our

: tiesg and it is equally honourable w Jhe character of the gallant individual

¢ to whgm itg? s, and useful to the nation to which he belongs. * % *."— -

Literurn Jugrnaly Janwary D, 1824, .

? *We l% risen from the perusal of this vo. ~ lth fecliug very power-

<0 %= WL by such a displuy of public und privawe wosth as we have rarcly ©

¢ e yipin s o contemplne. What we know of Lovd Coimgwood, os o
goonl tud forfifnate Cotsmand' r, stan g, for o long sers of years, fl in

i ghe,fy avol u grateful and admiring public, and yi1i ¢ wee byl heard of his

P eati i hle conductdn his private relutions, ungye afiedly !':n-nn#ai.!-- a8 it war,

; haedl ijorepared uy for the gloraus portrait here exhibited. * * %" y~Litcrary
Chya, e, Janka ‘/,12, 1828. . .

« W, clowg 1. Jelight§d volum with regret. Tn whatever Yight Lord
Collingwoe? ir 1¢atrded—whether as 4 naval commvander, a polijician, the
father of a * 2. ur a practical phi'wopher—his ciapacter it sure to wing
upon every +"uler who can sympathize. rith unohtrusive virtues wd serious
thoughts, * + *V'— fthenamwm, Jamvary 23, 1828, TRy












