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Worm Jacob, 

THRESHING THE MOUNTAIN! 

A 

SERMON, 

6n 

Isaiah x!i. 14, 15. 

Tear not, thou worm Jacob, and ye men I 
Jfrael: I will help thee, faith the Lo>\ 
arid thy Redeemer, the holy One of Ifra\ 

* 1 
Behold! I wilt make thee a new ftttrp threk 

ing inftrument, having teeth: Thou Jbik 
thref) the mountains, and beat them fmal\ 
and fait make the hills as chaff. 

Religion is a myftery, and the trull 
religious are a myfiery too. They are 1 > 
myftery to the world, John ui. 1. “ i’l&l 
world knoweth us not. Ver. 2. But (to. thetra 
felves);'f^o/Z> not yet appear what we fall 
That is a matter not of fight and feeling, bu l 
faith.' There are many odd connections,! 
and which people would think contradiCtiona 
and impoflibilities in the character. See a! 
clufter of them, zCor. vi. 10. As unknown! 
and yet well known; as dying- and, behold A 

we live; as chaftened, and not killed; as\ 
forrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor! 
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I yet making many rich; as having nothing, 
| and yet. poffejpng all things. That is a 

ftrange. connection, an old man and a new 

man in one man; but not more ftrange and 
furprifing than this in the text, a worm 

I threfhing the mountains! and that not re- 

diculoully, without effe£t; but moil effica- 
j; cioully, beating them fmall. 

• In thefe words we have two things: 
i i. What the church and people of God are. 

They are named by him, who mifnames 
nonz, wohn Jacob: And their name, from 
his nature, is a ’worm. They are poor, 
weak, defpifed creatures; ready to be crufiied 
by the foot of every palfenger: Yet wonx 
Jacob, believing, praying, and wreWing, 
worm as he is. 2. What they fhall cer- 
tainly and infallibly do; Tbrefh the moun- 
tains, and beat them fmall, &C. 

I find interpreters generally underfland 

Iby the mountains, the great and lofty po- 
tentates of the earth letting themfelves 
againlt the church. And, no doubt, thefe 
were in the prophet’s view. But,' the view 
was not confined to them only: God’s 
bringing down the Babylonian monarchy 

at their prayers, and the victories after- 
wards of the Macabees over the!r enemies, 
cannot reafonably be fuppofed to complete 

the iiitent of this prophecy. We muft needs 
look to the kingdom of Chrift for it, of which 

there is plainly an account in Chap. xvii. 



17, 19* compared with Dan. ii. 54, 55. 
And we mud carry on our view all along 
to the end of time, Rev. ii. 26, 27. The 
rather, that it is the way of the prophet to 
wrap up in one expreffion temporal, fpirit- 
ual and eternal deliverance ; the deliver- 
ance from Babylon, which .was temporal, 
being the firft and neared in view; Ifaiah 
XXVI. Ip. Tby dead meti Jhall live, &C. but 

not terminating in it. Here then we may 

confider, 
Firft, What worm Jacob has to encounter 

or yoke with, mountains and bills, uhofe 

weight is fufficient to crullt millions of him ! 
difficulties quite difproportionable to his 
flrength, as a mountain to that of a worm. 

Secondly,. The fuccefs of this very un- 

equal match: The mouhtains ffiall not 
crufli the worm, but the worm ffiall threffi 
the mountains, as one doth a ffieaf of corn, 
with repeated drckes. They did not threffi 
their corn in thofe days, with flails, as we 
do; but trode it out with the feet of men or 

beads, or elfe by drawing a kind of cart 
Hedge, over and over it, called, in the text, 
tbrejhing inftrumenTs. 1 do not mind the 
word here denoting the a&ion of the worm, 

, and rendered tbrejhing, applied at all to 

the drag, but, as it formerly fignifies, to 
tread out, as rendered, Hofea x. 11. “ Eph- 

raim is as an heifer that is taught, and loveth 

to tread out corn.5, As appears from Ifaiah 
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xxv. lo. For in this mountain {hall the 
hand of the Lord relt; and Moab lhall be 
trodden down under him, even as ftraw is 
trodden down for the dunghill.” So it is 
applied to a felf-moving creature, many 

! Micah iv. 13. Arife and tbrejhy 0 daughter 

of Ziony” or breait. Here lies the myftery 
j then, uniting the two notions of the felf- 
[ move and the inftruments, that the worm 
; fliall tread out the mountains, as one would 

do a mole-hill. And if ye fay, Afas! fuch 

I a treader; what weight has it ? I will make, 
faith the Lord, the feet of the belly of the 
worm, like a new-lhoed threfhing drag, for 
them, that {hall tread out the highelt and 

I rockiell of them all, to purpofe. 
Thirdly, The degree and pitch of the 

worm’s fuccefs againft thofe mountains: 
It Jhall beat them Jmall, till tbev be like duft, 
as the word is ufed,Deut.ix. 1. or, like chaff, 

1 *■ that they {hall be blown away with wind, 
and no vellige of them fhall remain. 

Fourthly, The infur^nce of this fuccefs 
of the worm. Who could infure it but the 

!: Mighty GOD? He has done it. JESUS 
j CHRIST JEHOVAH, the moilhighGOD, 

and the worm Jacob's kinfman Redeemer, 
hath, by his word of promife, engaged his 

almighty power on the fide of the worm 
againll the mountains. Let not the worm. 
fear or doubt the fuccefs. A worm feconded 
by Jefus Chrift, will be an overmatch for 
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all the mountains and hills fetting up their 
heads from earth or hell. 

Doctrine. r‘ The myftery of grace, 
“ carried on by Jesus Christ in his 
“ church and people, is like a worm 
“ threlhing the mountains, infallibly 
“ to iflue in it threlhing them away 
** quite and clean. Briefly, auorw Jacob 

“ lhall threlh the mountains, and threlli 
“ Ahem away quite and clean.” 

Here we lhall confider, 

I. The character of the fubje«5V, wherein 
this myftery of grace is carried on by our 
Lord Jefus Chrift. 

II. The myftery of grace carried on in 

them by Jefus Chrift. 

III. I fnall account for this myftery, 
cbornt Jacob threlhing the mountains of 
difficulties in his way, and threlhing them 

away quite and clean. 
IV. Apply. 

Firft, I (hall conftder the character of 
the fubjefl;, wherein this myftery is carried 
on by Jefus Chrift. It is the worm Jacoby 

denoting.the church in general, and every 
believer or true member thereof in parti- 
cular; for of thefe the church confifts, as in 
the text, ver. 14. without the fupplement: 

Fear not thou, warm Jacoby ye men of Ifrael. 
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One would think, that one oefigned to be 
a threlher of the mountains, Ihould be a 
party of a fmgle, great, and fwelling charac- 
ter; a hero, a giant, or any other thing that 
could carry the character higher: But, on 
the contrary, it is very low, furprifing low, 
worm Jacob. This character points at thefe 
five things, efpecially in the cafe of the peo- 
people of God. It points them out as, 

1. Weak creatures, really weak for the 
encounters they mull make, as a worm for 
a mountain. God himfelf gives them this 
name of extreme weaknefs, therefore they 
mult be fo indeed. They have weak heads, 
hearts, and hands, for the work they are 
called to. Not only does the firlt grace 
find them really weak, but the after fupplies 
of grace alfo, Heb. xi. 34. Out of weahufs 

were made ftrong. 
2. Humbled fouls, truly fenfible of their 

own weaknefs. By nature they were fwel- 
ling vipers, but by grace they are humbled 
worms. And, 

_ t'irff, Habitually humbled, in refpe£t of 

their Hate; as the creeping worm, whofe 
nature it is to go on his belly. So the 
humble and the gracious are equivalent 
terms, Pfal. xxxiv. 2, 3. “ Mv foul fhal! 
make her boall in the Lord. The humble 
fhall hear there )f, and be glad. O magnify 
the Lard with me, and exalt his name to- 
gether!” There is a law-work, followed 

/ 
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with gofpel-grace, wrought on them, iffuing 
in a thorough humiliation ; breaking down 
their natural feif-conceit; tumbling down 
their towering imaginations about them- 
felves, which they had in their flate of 

blindnefs, bringing them, in their own eyes, 

from the confidence of mountains to that cf 
worms, and convincing them they are,have, 
and can do nothing,Luke:cv.i7. iCor.x.4,5. 

idly. Actually humbled, in refpe£t of 
their frame ; as the worm dill retains its 
creeping way, on the mountains as in the 
valley; fo God’s people do difficulties to be 
happily, furmounted, dill keep up the fenfe 
of their own utter emptinefs and weaknefs 
for them, 2 Cor. iii. 5. “ Not that we are 
fufficient of ourfelves to think any thing of 
ourfelves, but our fufficiency is of God.” 
If the worm Jacob, being fo well again, 
he will be fo unwieldy, that he will thredi 
the mountains till he fall anew, 2C0r.xiii.11. 

3^/jy, Defpifing creatures. As the lofty 
mountains cover the crawling worms, fo 
doth the carnal world contemn worm Jacob, 
Pfah xxii. 6. “ But I am a worm, and no 
man; a reproach of men, and defpifed of 
the people.” And, Pfal. xxxii. 4. “ Our 
foul is exceedingly filled with the fcorning 
of thofe that are at eafe, and with the con- 
tempt of the proud.” Though they may 

value worm Jacob for his gifts, which he 
has in common with themfelves, they will 
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never value him for his grace ; that leaves 
him ftill as a worm in their fight; what of 

religion lies beyond the reach of the nature 
of man. They defpife the Chriftian enter- 

tainment on words and prorpifes: They de- 
; fpife us as we do the dull; they defpife us 

as we do the crawling of the worm, like 

Sanballet, when he mocked the Jews, faying, 
“ What do thefc Jews ? Will they make 
an end in a day ? Will they revive the 

ftones out of the heaps of ruhbifh which 
are burnt ?” But notwithftanding of all 
that, the worms lick up the Chrillian way 
of doing by faith. 

4. Yet united to Chrifl, though a worm* 
tworm Jacob. Our Lord Jefus Chrilt him- 
felf is of the worm family, Pfal. xxii. ’worm. 
Jacob. And Pfal. xxiv. 6. “ This is the 

generation of them that feek him, that feek 
thy face, O Jacob.” Compare Ifa. xlix. 3. 

“ Thou art my fervant, O Ifrael, in whom 
I will be glorified.” This intimates an 

1 union between him and them, as his worm 
brethren, Heb. ii. it. Being lowered and 

| humbled to the condition of the worm, they 
are knit to and built on him by faith, 
Luke vi. 48. 

5. Laftly, Daring adventurers, daring 
wreftlers. Worm Jacob ventured on him 
that formed the mountains, and wreliled 
with him, and prevailed too, Gen. xxxii.28. 
Hof. xii. 4. What wonder to find him then 
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venturing cn the mountains themfelves. 
He ,muft have the blefling, and mult be 

forwarded whatever mountains be in the 
way. I proceed to 

The fecond thing to be confidered, namely, 
the myltery of grace carried on in them by 
JefusChrilt, we may take it up in thefe two. 

i. An apparently hopetefs encounter they 
-are led to by him : Worm Tacrb threjhing 
xbe mountains. What a hopelefs-like en- 
counter is a worm threfhing a mountain! 
So hopelefs-like are the encounters that 

the people of God have to make in their 
way to the eternal reft. Thefe threlhers 

are certainly threfliers in hope, i Cor. ix. 10. 
But the naked eye cannot difcover the true 

ground of hope in it; it is faith only that 

Ihsws it hopeful, when fight repfefents it 
as a hopelefs cafe; and therefore they muft 
cloft^ their eyes, and threfti in faith, as 
Abraham did, Rom. iv. 19. We take up 
this hopelefs-like encounter in five things. 

Firfiy The Lord lays in his people’s way 
mountains ^of difficulties, quite above their 

ftrength; difficulties which they look to, as 
a worm to a mountain before it, 2 Cor. i. 8. 
“ For we would not, brethren, have you 

'Ignorant of our trouble, which came to us 
in Afia,that we were preffed out of meafure, 
above ftrength, infomuch that vve defpaired 
even of life ?” However plain the way to 
hell b^, the way to heaven will be a mouji- 
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tainous way in the experience of sill that 
travel it: They will never want mountains 
in the way, till they come to the hill of God. 

Secondly, They mud not go about the 
mountains in their way, ihifting the diffi- 
culties which God calls them to; but they 

I mud make their way over them, threffiing 
them down,Micah iv. i3.“Arife and threfli, 
O daughter of Zion; for I will make thine 
horn iron, and thy brow brafs : And thou 

fhalt beat in pieces many people.” If they 
offer to go about one mountain, they will be 
lure to meet with a higher one in their about- 

gate. Peter tried it, in denying his Mader, 
and found it fo; having to encounter another, 
as high above theformer,as the anger of God 
is above that of the creature, and which was 
like to crufh him, Matth. xxvi, 75. i/e vent 
out and wept bitterly. 

Thirdly, Therefore, worm Jacob falls a- 
threfhing the mountains, combating the dif- 
ficulties the Lord lays in his way. He puts 

i on a brow for a bargain, and refolutely be- 
dirs his weak hands, and goes threfhing for- 
wards, maugers all oppofitions,Gen.xxxii.6. 

Matth. xi. 22. For there is a fpirit in worm 
Jacob more daring and venturous than ever 
was in any unbelieving hero, a fpirit for the 
threfhing of mountains, while they did but 
fcatter nole-hills,Num.xiv.24. Pro. xvi.32. 

Fourthly, They continue the combating * 

of difficulties refoluttely and patiently.— 

> 



Threlhing is a continued a£tion, confilling 
of repeated ftrokes: It takes fome time to 

threlh a iheaf, how much more to threfli 
a mountain ? It is the ruin of many, that 
they are not able to endure, tho’ a itroke or 
two would do the bufinefs, and would bring 

their matters to a good account; but they 
have no heart to be threlhers. “ Let pati- 

ence have her perfect work, that ye may be 
perfect and entire, wanting nothing,” James 
ii. 4. “ He that lhall endure to the end, 
Ihall be faved,” Matth. xxiv. 13... 

Laftly, Worm Jacob has many mountains 
to threlh. One wound is enough, we wouhf 
think, to the worm; but there is plurality of 
them. The truth is, this world is full of 

mountains to the people of God ; and when 
they have threfhed one, they will have ano- 
ther to fall to, till they be out of this moun- 
tainous country. Having palled one diffi- 
culty, they will get another to grapple with 
till they be within the gates cf the city. 
So they mull have a threfhing life-time 

of it, before they get there. 
2. A furpriling fuccefs, even as furpdfing 

as a worm threlhing and beating the moun- 
tains fmall to dull, and then threlhing them 
ay/ay. Such will be the iffue of the en- 
counters which the people of God now have 
with their difficulties in their way through 
the world, for which the text is plain. We 

take it up in thefe two. They will hove, 
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Firfty Patriarchal fuccefs in their waj’’, 
"very furprifing to others, and to themfelves, 
Pfal. exxvi. i, 2. “ When the Lord turned 
again the captivity of Zion, we were like 
them that dream. Then was our mouth 
filled with lapgbter, and our tongues with 
finging; then laid they among the Heathen, 

the Lord hath done great things for them.” 
When mountains of difficulties verse in 
David’s way to the kingdom, he threlhed 
long at them, and they never appeared to 

give way: Nay, he was brought to fay, 
“ One day I fltall perilh by the hand of 

Saul.” But fee his furprifing fuccefs at lalt, 
Pfal. xviii. entitled, “ A Pfalm of David, 
“ in the day that the Lord delivered him 
“ frotn the hand of all his enemies, and 
“ from the hand of Saul.” Wherein, after 
recapitulating the various difficulties he had 

to encounter with, he particularly mentions 
the happy deliverance he met with, and the 
furprifing manner of the fame. Some moun- 
tains God’s people are kept threlhing at all 
their days, efpecially the mountain of cor- 
ruption ; and they never fall quite down 

till death. But, as a pledge for the time to 
come, God makes now and then fome moun- 
tains to fall down before the worm Jacob, 
wherewith he is furprifed and tranfported 

with wonder how it came to pafs, Mark 
xvi- 4, 5. “ And when they looked, they 
law the ftone was rolled away: and they 

were affrighted.” 
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Secondly, A t'rtfcl fuccefs at the end of 
their ways, which will iwallow them up 

in furprife and eternal wonder! i John iii.2. 
“ Beloved, now are we the ions of God: 
and it doth not yet appear what we fhali be; 

but we knew, that, when be lhall appear, 

we fhail be like him ; for we lhall lee -him 
as he is.” When the mydery is fnnlhed, 
and the web cut out, it will appear an ad- 
mirable piece ! There will not be left then 
the leaft veftage of ail the mountains that 
flood between heaven and them; the threlhen 

mountains will then be bl5wn away with 

the wind, and they will lay by the flail as 
an inllrument they have no more ufe for. 

Objeft* But have not others, as well as 
worm Jacob, mountains of difficulties in 
their way, which they become niafters of 

at length ? 
Anf iu. This world is fo mountainous that 

none can get through it without meeting 

mountains in their way. Carnal men make 
a fhift to creep through fome of them, but 
they can tbrefh none of them, as worm Jacob 
doth; they want his hand and llaff, John 
xv, 5. Without me, ye can do nothing.— 
They creep into others of them, and neflle 
in them; the mountains of their corruptions, 
which, in a fpecial manner, Hand between 
heaven and them, and at length they will 

*be eternally buried under them. 
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Ufa r. Here is a touchftoile for the trial 
( of true Chriliians and worthy communicants, 
j worm Jacob threiliing the mountains. 

Firft, They have a heart and fpirit for 
! threfl)ing of mountains, in their way to 

heaven. ' They are peremptory and refo- 
| lute to break through them without excep- 
, tion, as men that mufl be in : thefe lhall 

not perilh. Matth. xi. \z.—The kingdom 

ef heaven fujferelb violence ; And the valient 
take it by Jorce. Though they have long 
threflien in vain, to their own fenfe, yet they 

- are refolved to hold on (becaufe they fee 
him who is invilible) and, like Paul, Frefs 
forward, toward this mark, for the prize of 
the high calling of God in Cbrift, Phil. iv. 15; 
The fearful and unbelieving, they are fo 

delicate and faint-hearted in this cafe, that 
they are not for threlhing the mountains, 
they are for the eafier talk, but have no 
heart cr hand for that work. Thefe, I am 
fare, are the fearful, Rev. xxi. 8. They are 
like the unbelieving fpies' and people of the 
vvildernefs. Take heed here how ye hand. 

(1.) To a vain world: Whether there 
is in you a heart to row againlt the hream 
or no, Rpm. xii. 2. “ Be ye not conformed 
to this world; but be ye fransformed by the 

renewing of your minds, See.” If ye have 
no heart for it, but mull go along with it, 
be ye young or old, ye are no good Chrilii- 
ans, Gal. vi. 14. —The world is crucijhd 
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to tne, and I to ‘ 1 world.” And young 
communicants les ' ng that gap open, make 
ufelefs old ones after. 

(2.) To the fin that moll eafilybefetsyou. 
If you have no heart to thVefh that moun- 
tain, ye have not the fpirit of worm Jacob, 

who is one that keeps himfelf from his ini- 
quity, Pfal. xviii. 23. and ye will be buried 
under it at length, like the young man, 
who was grieved at ChritPs difcourfe about 

felf-denial and tiie crofs, and went away 
from him, and never returned, Mark x. 21. 

(3.) To the crook in your lot. Have you 
no heart in yourfelves to wilh for a Chriltian 

like bearing of it, but mult needs have it 
evened to your mind ? If .ye have not, ye 

are not of the fpirit of the worm Jacob: 
for Chrift hath faid, “ If any man will come 
after me, let him deny himfelf, and take up 
his crpfs and follow med’ Matth. xvi. 24. 

Secondly, Yet they are but worms in their 
own eyes; and, therefore, an unequal match 
for the lealt of the mountains, 2 Cor. iii. 5. 
44 We are not fufficient of ourfelves to think 
any thing as of ourfelves, but our fufficiency 

is of God.” This calls the legalill, that 
minds nothing but funding himfelf to duty; 
reckoning himfelf man enough for the duties 

of Chriftianity. The fum of the ynark is. 
The Chriftian communicant is refolute and 
peremptory for doing all; yet he is convinced 

that he is fuilicient for nothing ? 
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Ufe 2. Here is like wife a’ground of com- 
fort to Inch. Let not the high rockinefs, or 
bulk of the mountains difcourage thee, nor 
yet the felt unfuccefsfulnefs of thy attempts 
hitherto. God hath faid, Worm Jacob Jball 

tbrejb the mountains, and beat them fmalh 
Be not afraid, only believe. 

Ufe 3. Laftly, Here is, moreover, a ftrong 
inducement to all to come to ChrhL He will 
make you threfli the mountains, and beat 
them fmall. Come, ye that are wandering 
on the mountains of vanity, and like to be 
worried on the mountains of prey, who are 
wreftling in the mountains of difficulty, be- 
fore you come to Chrift, and ye ihall threfh 
the mountains, and beat them fmall; and 
fhall make the hills as chaff. 

Thirdly, I fhall account for this myflery. 
Worm Jacob threffiing the mountains of 

difficulties in his way, and threfliing them 
away cfuite and clean. How can this be ? 

1. GOD hath faid it, and therefore it 
cannot fail: “ Thou lhalt threfh the moun- l 
tains, and beat them fmall; and ffialt make 
the hills as chaff.” Campare with Numb, 
xxiii. 19. ” GOD is not a man, that he 
Iht-uld lie ; neither the fon of man, that he 
fhould repent. Hath he faid, and fhall he 
not do it ? Or hath he fpoken, and ihall he 
not make it good r” He fpake things into 
being, and they mud ftart out of the womb 
of nothing, or not being, at his word, which 
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calls them forth, Rom. iv. 17. There is 
as much ftretigth in Chrift, for worm Jacob 
to threfh and beat away the monntains, as 

there was for making the world, and all 
the mountains in it,Pfal. xxxiii. 9. He fpake, 
and it was done ! And, fhall not his word, 
that faid them into being, be as effedtual to 
fay them away again. Thus Jaitb the Lordy 

is enough to enfure the aceomplifhment of 

the hardeft things pnophefied. 
2. The glory of his grace ; which the 

great deugn of the whole myftery of godli- 
nefs furely requires. What does he intend I 

by the myflery of Chrift, but the glory of j 
his grace, Eph. i. 6. to {hew the exceeding 
riches of it, chap. ii. 7. Therefore he has 

chofen the way that leads flraight to the 
point, Rom. iv. 6. Therefore it is of faith, 
that it might be by grace. T. he worm is 

defpicable in itfelf, but being the - fubjedt 
of glorious grace, if it {hall mifcarry in its 

attempts, the glory of grace is funk, as the 
precious loading with the {hip caft away. 6 
Wherefore, that his grace may be glorified, I 

if it be a worm threlhing mountains, thofe j 
mountains mull needs be threfhed away by 
that worm. Tho’ that facred fire be but 

•like a fpark in the midfl of the fea of cor-, 
ruption, it mull not only be preferved in, 
but drv up that fea quite clean. 

3, By an unalterable decree, there mu it 

be a conformity betwixt the little worm 
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and the g^eat Worm Jacob, the little one’s- 
kinfman Redeemer, Rom. viii. 9. “ For 
whom he did foreknow, he alfo did predelli- 
nate to be- conformed to the image of his 
Son, that he might be the firft-bcrn among 

j many brethren.” Now, the great Worm, 
the man Chriit, a worm, and no man, (Pfal. 
xxii. 6.) has encountered mountains, and 

threfhed them away. Where are the four 
monarchies, the msft: towering mountains 
that ever fet up their heads on earth? The 
chief Worm Jacob has threfhed them away 
with the wind, Dan. ii. 35. The mountains 
flood before him, thro’ the world, with all 
the faftnefs that human learning and the 
power of the fvvord could give.; but, by his 
few iifhermen he threfhed them away, and 
the prophecy is fulfilled, Pfalm Ixxii. 16. 

“ There fhall^be a handful of corn in the 
earth, on the top of the mountains; the fruit 
thereof fhall fliake like. Lebanon : and they 
t)f the city fhall flounfh like the grafs of 

the earth.” Now many mountains hand 
before the little worm, but where will that 
conformity to heaven’s beloved pattern be, 
if they alfo do not threfh them away? 

4. The little worm Jacob is in reality 
but a member of the great One, JefusChrift. 
Take away that, and worm Jacob is as in- 

fignificant for threihing ®f mountains as any 
worm that crawls on the earth, John xv. 5. 

Without me, ye can do nothing. Fix that, 
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*and worm Jacob has a kind of divine omni- 
potence, Ver. 7, “ If ye abide in me, and J; 
my words abide in you, ye fhall afk what | 
ye will, and it fhall be done unto you.” S 

Philip, iv. 13.. J can do all things thro' Chrift., S 
who ftrengtbnetb me. And it is fixed fb, ' 

' that their threfhing is Chrifl’s threfhing, > 
Col. i. 24. And ye .may well allow Chrilt ; 

threfhing away mountains, with a little 
finger of his body: If, with the finger of 
God, he call out devils, with the lead of 
his fingers he may cad down mountains. 

5. Laftly, All the mountains that dand 
before worm Jacob, are burnt mountains; 
fo they are far eafier to threfh, one would 

think. The mountain of the Babylonifhj 
monarchy, that dood before the worm Jacob, | 
and barred his way feventy years; at lengthi 
God fet a fire in the bowels of it, and made! 
it a burnt mountain ; and then bade worml 

Jacob threfh, and then it flies away with thei 
wind, Jer. ii. 25. “ Behold! I am againdp 
thee, O dedroying mountain, faith the Lord,, 
who dedroyeth all the earth! And I wul 
dretch out mine hand upon thee, and roll 
thee down from the rocks, and will make , 
thee a burnt mountain.” By the death 
and refurre&ion of Chrid, all the mountains . 
that dand between worm Jacob and heaver: 

are burnt mountains. Chrid has gone throV 
• the bowels of them with his fire, undent 

their confidance, and burnt thefe rocks U 



( 21 ) 

lime ; they are nothing now but the fliape 

of mountains, with a thin fcorched furface: 
they will give way at the threlhing ®f worm 
Jacob, like the apples of Sodom, which, 
being touched, go to dull between one’s 
fingers. Micah ii. 13. “ The Breaker is 

1 gone up before them: they have broken up, 
and have palled thro’ the gate, and are gone 
out by it, and their king fhall pals before 
them, and the Lord on the head of them. 
Nahum ii. 12. All thy llrong holds Ihall be 
like fig-trees with the firll ripe figs : if they 

be fhaken, they Ihall fall into the mouth of 
the eater.” Compare Ifa. xxvi. 19. “ Thy 
dead men fhall live, together with my dead 
body fhall they arife. Awake and fing, ye 

i that dwell in the dull; for thy dew is as the 
dew of herbs, and the earth fhall call out 
her dead. Hofea xiii. 12. I will ranfcm 
them from the power of the grave : I will 
redeem them from death. O death! I will 
be thy plague : O grave ! I will be thy 
definition : repentance fhall be hid from 

i mine eyes.” 
1. The flruggle of the church with all 

I her adverfaries will have a furprifing and 
comfortable ifi'ue at length. For as weak 
as fire is, and as ftrong and numerous as 
they are, fhe will infallibly have fuccefs; 
furprifing fuccefs againfl them, attending 

.the encounter with them* Mic. iv. 11, &c. 
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And as to the prefent ftate of the church, 
learn, 

Firft, It is not at all ftrange, nor will it 
make the cafe of this church hopelefs, that 
prodigioufly high mountains, higher than; 
our fathers faw, are railed up againft her,i 
over-topping worm Jacob, and threatening 

to crufh him : Mountains of national guilt, 
of forty years gathering, laid upon the top 
of mountains of guilt raifed by our fathers ;j 
profanify overflowing, and becoming faflii- 
onable; a confpiracy carried on in the houfe 
of her friends againft the grace of Chrill and 
ferious godlinefs, to palm upon us refineca 
Heathenifm for Chriftianity ! The founda-| 
tion ftruck at. Mountains of damnable! 
herefies, and blafphemies againft the perforfi 
of Chrilt, and divine authority of the Scrip-jj 
tures; and the advanced learning of the age! 
improved to thefe monftrous ends! But) • 

threfli on thefe mountains of appofition thai 
Hand in your way from earth or hell; thorli' 
flialt get thro’ them all at length, and thou 
fhalt Hand on the fea of glafs, Rev. xv. 2. 

2. Threfli on the mountains of trouble ■ 
trials, and afflictions. Let none of then: 

be they never fo high and formidable, pre 
vail to feparate betwixt God and you; the i1 

will be bent at lalt, and blown away fror n 
before you, Rev. vii. 9,10. 14, £?Y. 

3. Threfn on the mountains of corruption Y 

and indwelling fin. Threfh on every heigl 

. 
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thereof, particularly the top of it, that is, 

the fin that eafdj befets you, and infallibly 
you will get it down at length. Paul fays 
this, while he was threfliing it, “O vVretched 
man that I am, who lhall deliver me from 

, the body of this death ? I thank God, thro’ 
Jefus Chri$: our Lo'rd,” &c. Rom. vii. 24. 

Say not, Alas! I am too weak, my threlh- 
ing will be in vain. No, tho’ you have no 

! more ftrength for it than a worm for a moun- 
1 tain, it will not be in vain. God will have 

thefe mountains threfhed by wormj. 
But thou wilt fay, Alas! I have threfhed 

long without fuccefs. Anf. Threfh on them 
by patient enduring, till the mountain fall. 
Heb. vi. 15. After Abrham had patiently 
endured, he obtained the promife. There is 
an oath binding betwixt the promife and its 
accomplilhment, that it cannot fail,ver. 19; 

Mind the walls of Jericho. Have ye not 
had a partial fuccefs fometimes ? Make 
progrefs then, until you obtain a total. 

So it was with Chrift himfelf, Heb. ii. 8. 
“ Thou fhalt threfh the mountains, and 
beat them fmall; and {hail make the hills 
as chaff.” 

The laft mountain to be threfhed away 
is death-, and ye fliall beat that fmall too, 
Death is fwallowed up in viElory, 1 Cor. XV. 
54. rt O death! where is thy fling ? O grave !• 

where is thy victory ?” Ver. 55. 
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After all, it is a mighty wonder to fee- 

worm Jacob threfliing the mountains ! But 
the threfhing worm is fhod from heaven, 
and fo fitted to threfh. 

There are three things this threflung 
inilrument is fliod with, which muft infure 
its fuccefs, viz. The promife. of fuccefs, 

furniture provided for it, and the command 
calling to the work- 

To conclude, We may from hence fee, 

the vanity and fully of the rationalifis of 
our time, in laying afide the proper thfeih- 

ing inffcrument, the doftrine of a crucified 
C hr ill, and fubftituting in the room thereof 

the dry and faplefs doctrine of Heathen 
morality; which God will never counter 
nance for threfhing the corruptions, renew- 
ing the hearts, or reforming the lives of 
any, being contrary to the appointment 
of God for that purpofe. But worm Jacob, 

influenced’by the promife, and excited by 

the command of God, and ufing the proper 
means, Jball tbrejli ibe mountains, and beat 

them [mall; and jhall.makc tbe bills as cbaff. 
Amen. 
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