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Gender Gap



The content problem

Greek Wikipedia has few articles, especially articles concerning women's issues. 

A strong feminist movement existed in the country during the late seventies and it 
raised many serious issues concerning women's reproductive rights (abortions, 
free contraception), sexuality and prostitution. Despite its struggles against the 
traditional roles of woman in the Greek family and its serious impact in Greek 
society, there is still not even one article written in Wikipedia about it.







The participation problem

80% of the editors that defined their gender are male.

Wikimedia user group had no active female members in September 
2016.

 



The groups we approached

Telesilla



Workshops



Meetings, talks, round tables



gendergap.wikimedia.gr



Questionnaire



Age                                Marriage - Children

Single Married Divorced

No of kids:    
0     1              2               3+



Education                        Occupation



Is the internet sexist?         Have you been a victim of sexism in 
the internet?



In which areas you believe that men have different POV than women?

Art

History

Society

Information

Politics



Is Wikipedia reliable?          Do you consult it?



Do articles about women haven female of male POV?



Would you want to edit Wikipedia about women?



Why don’t you want to edit Wikipedia about women?

● Just not interested   45%
● Don’t have time  40%
● I don’t trust it anyway   5%
● I wouldn’t follow the stereotype that I would write about female matters 

just because I am female  2%



Results





Results
● One inactive female reactivated
● Two female Wikipedia editors expressed interest 

to join the user group
● Many female editors did more than 10 edits
● We start to become a recognisable entity
● Feminist organisations are inspired to work with us 

in the future



Teachings and drawbacks
● Focusing in just adding content fails.
● Katherine Maher: "Your edit count is not your 

contribution" (CEE Meeting, 2017)
● Gaining trust takes time. Needs a lot of effort and 

teamwork.
● Female organisations have archives. They can 

provide texts, material for citations, etc.



Questions?
I will be happy to answer to your questions 
and listen to your suggestions!
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Saturday 7 October, 2017 



Thank you!


