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PROCEEDINGS STLTEMENT OF
BEFORE _ JOSEPH E. DAVIES
THE MMEIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL ' IN RE: *
FOR THE FAR EAST, TCYYO | MAMORU SHIGEMITSU
S e % e ————————

At the request of George A, Furness, Esq., counsel for Mamoru
Shigemitsu before the International Tribunal for the Far Fast, Tokyo,

I hereby attest to a statement in regard to imbossador Saigemitsu to

be used in evidence bafore that Tritunal), ecs foilows:

I, JOSHFH E. DAVIES, gag the Arbossader of the United Siates to

the Union of Soviet Socielist Republics from November 16, 1936 to

June 9, 1938. During thot period, I came into contoet with Ambassador
Shigemitsu as a diplomtic colleague, the cecredited Ambassador of |
Japen to the U:S-8Re 1 come to know him well. I also camo to know

h:ls reputation among the members of the diplomatic corps in Moscow

and in the Foreign Office of the U. S'S-R' His reputation was, first

of all, that he was a diplomot who would observe strictly the pro-
fessional loyalties which his duty required, but theot in spite of his
official "correctness", he was nevortheless definitoly & liberal,

progressive, and latruistic humanitorian in his approach to problems

of international reletions. In his private conversations with me he
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also oxpressed cagerness to prevent that war from sprecding into
conflict between his country and mine. While disagreoing éiih EOme
of his interprctutions e3 to who wes respensible for the Chinese
situntion, and while officially I alweys maintained a recerved
judgment for the peeeitle protecticn of my couniry, I nevertpeless
knew, and was irpresssd by the fact that his reputation was that he
was not of the militﬁristic clious in Jepan, but was e mun of &l=
truistic ard humanitarian mind, who weuld not himsell be a narty to
either initiating or rrojectips e poiicy of riliiaristic aggression,
or to using armed force ce an instrument of inbternetional policy.
From my conversctions wich him and my cbservations of his acts as

a diplomatic colla#gua. I geined & distinct 1mp:adsion that he was
sincere in such statoments and that his reputntion was well A.served.

On a spgecific occasicn, the border incident along ihe Amur

Rivqr in June end July of 1937, which had reachzd a pass whera ulti-
mﬂtﬁms had been laid down, I went to see both Shigemitsu and Litvinov,
informally, to explore the situation, end to urge thab the situation

be not permitted to develop inlo vor. Shigemilsu received rz imnedi-
ately. He was frank. Ha.assurod me thot he, pzrsonelly, would do

what he could to localize the issue and prevent the poessipility of

war. I believed he wes sincere. Sacrtly thergalter, at a reception
given by the Scviet Goverument, I hed opnertvnity to talk with Forelgn

Minister ILitvinov and /Ambassador higemitsu togsther. At that time
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it was clear to me thot each, while sustoining the positions of their
respective governmonts, wos personally trying to avceid the breakdown
of negotiations in the interest of reace. The controversy wos adjust-

od. The settlement was unquestionably due to the decisions of the

respective forcign offices. It nevertheless afforded me on opportuni-
ty to assess the personal attitude of Ambaasador Shigemitsu.

I followed Shigemiteu's subsequent diplometic activities in
london as the Japanese Ambessador to Eagland. His reputation in the
diplomatic circles .in Moscow, which T have here roported was cCrrobo-
rated by reports, received by me from different members of our own
diplomatic corps in London, incluiing fmbassador Kennedy, and cthers,
who had the cpportuniiy to.talk with ham and to observe his aouilwns
oand to assess his gerneral repuatation in London.

To summrize, his repubtaticn in the d<nlomatic worid wos not
thot of a miliierist or of an aggressor in the provceation of tne
war, but'that.of funiamentally e liberal-minded and aitrulstic type
of mon who was hostile to fascist idecs, end opposed to thne aggressive
use of armed force, and would not be & party to the initiation of the
projection of an aggressive war, Or to use in war of cny methods
condemmed by the Lews and Customs of Wer and the generally aeccapted
standards of the Hﬁgue Convention, and intervationel law. From my

own qbservation. this reputation was well deserved.
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(signed) JOSEPH E. DLVIES
w&Shi ngton [ D !c ’
1947 |

ST..TZ OF NEW YORK ) ' '
COUNTY OF Nagsau ) ss.
)

——— —

Personally appeared before me, JOSERH E. DiVIES, who bei.ng
first duly sworn, makes oath and stetes thaet the foregeing state-
ment, signed by him in my presence, is true end ocrrect and that
the seme is being given to lia jor Ceorge /i. Furness of $he United
States Lrmy as counsel ;n the war triesls before the International

M litary Tribunal for the Far Zest, row sitting-in Tokyo, for such

use as m\y in his opinion be in the interest of justice.

— (signed) B« FLOYD GRIFFIN __ _ ___ __
NOT.RY PUBLIC FOR TEE STLTE OF NEW YORK
: Reciding in Nassau County
Nasseu County Clerk's No. 1398
Commisasion Expires March 30, 1947
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