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Excerpts from Publication "Gunkoku Gaho"
Militant Graphic Vol. I

Date of publication: April 3, 1904
Publishing office s Fuzanbo

Pp 8,9

The Imperial Rescript of Hisg Majesty
the Emperor of Japan Declaring Nar,

Ne, the Emperor of Japan, by the Grace of Heaven, ascending the
Imperial Throne in a line unbroken for ages eternal, make known to our
loyal and brave subjects.

We hereby declare war on Russia. Our Army and Navy will concentrate
all their power and pursue the war Arainst Russia, and each and 8ll our

must be resorted to and exhaustive calculation will be anticipated. e
long held it as the essential of our diplomatic relations to seek for
civilization in peace and to promote friendly relations and thereby main-
tain forever the public peace of the East, and to firmly establish a
situation which would eternally secure the future safety of our Empirs
without impairing the rizhts and interests of other powers, and which we
expected to follow day and night, Qur government authoritiss also com-
plied with our wishes end our relations with the Powers improved year by
year., Unfortunately, we are now obliged to resort to arms azgainst Russia,
How can it be our will?

It is not & matter of a day's thinking that our Empire lays impor-
tance on the integrity of Kan-koku. Not only is this founded on the
relations of the two countries throush successive generations, but now
the security of our Empirs depends on the rise or fall of Kan-koku. How-
ever, reesardless of her covenant with Shin-koku and her successive
declarations to the Powers, Russia still cccupies Manchuria and is further
strengthening her position there, and is now on the verge of absorbing it
aéltogether. If perchance, Manchuria be annexed to Russia, the integrity
of Ken-koku will lose its footineg and peace in the Far FEast will be im-
palred as a matter of course. Therefore, we had been aiming at thse
Permanent maintenance of peace by compromising and settling the situation
on this occasion and ordered our competent authorities to make proposals
to Russia. Althourh we have continuously negotiated with Russia for over
half a year, she has shown no sign of accepting the proposals in & con-
ciliatory spirit, and the settlement of the situation has been delayed by
her dilatory tactics. Russia advocates peace outwardly but she has been
increasing her naval and military strength behind the curtein and has tried
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to make our Empire submit to her will. Russia has not shown the least
sincerity in desiring peace from the very first. Russia will not ecknow-
ledge our Empire's proposal, so the security of Kan-koku is now at stake,
and the interests of our Empire are now also endangered. The situation
has come to this pass. We have no alternative but to resort to arms to
procure future security which we had been endeavoring to acquire through
peaceful negotiations. We rely on our subjects' loyalty and valour, and
anticipate the speedy restoration of eternal peace and thereby preserve
the glory of our Empire.

Gyomei-Gyoji/the Imperial sign and seal/
Feb 10, 1904

Countersigned by the respective
Cabinet Ministers

Excerpts from Publication "Gunkoku Gaho"

War Account Vol. 1, pp 1-5
By Saisui SUGITANI

True Account of the Russo-Japanese War

Pl L Preparations for the Opening of Hostilities

Diplomatic negotiations for six months can hardly be said to be

short. During that time even without the help of experts we were able
to guess the true intentions of both the countries. It became obvious
from about December on that a war was inevitable. As a matter of fact
Russia's military power in the Far East had been undergoing continuous

reinforcement even before that. Japan could not depend on diplomatic
negotiations alone either. On the 29th of December, a military confer-
ence wes held at the official residence of the Prime Minister. On the
30th of the same month, two warships of the Republic of Argentina in
South America were tought from a dockyard in Italy. The two warships
were named NISSHIN and XASUGA on New Year's Day of 1904 and were ordered
To sail home at once. Beginuinz with the 5th of the same month, the pub=-
lication in newspapers of military secrets and plans were placed under -
ban and the Army and the Kavy hastened war preparations. It was about
this time that a Russisn steamer carrying one thousand chosen artillery
men passed through the Swusz fianal. It was also at this time that the
Governor Generel for the ¥ar East, Alexaev, was swarded a special general
flag and accorded the privilege of receiving a salute of 12 guns. - < - .
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It 7as in the middlec part of Jonuary. The Military Council was rornmed
on bhe fourtonnth of the same month, The two ficld-marshals YALAGATA and
OYAMA, tho iwo ministors YAMAMOTO und TERAUCHI, Chief of the Gencral Staff
ITO, Generals NOZU, INOUE =nd OKU were respectively appointed war -council-
lors. Nippon Yusen Kaighn /fhc Jopan Mail Steamship Compuny/'and Toyo
Kisen Kﬂishhq/East.Asin.Steamship Company/ were ordered to suspend the
Buropecan-American and Australizn Lines. The Minister of finonee "invited
the bankers living in the Tokyo-Yokohama district to his officiul r-sidencc.
The elder statesmon frequently proceeded to the Impcrinl Polace. Imporial ,
emerrency ordinances such as ordinances concecrning, defons. on soa, the mili- '
tary requisition of railways and & military mail service, etec., were
successively promulsated, - = = -

It was at this time that two ships of thz Russian Voluntcor Flozt
sailed for the East, One thousand men from the barracks of Port Arthur
vere also distributed alon~ the shore facins the Xorean border. Six
thousand Russian soldiers also started for tho Yaly River. Also sbout
this time, we received a report twat far Minister KRROPATKIN would sor-

sonally command the Army. And Russia still kept silent and did not reply
To our diplomatic nerotistions,

February came, all too soon, and on the drd, a confarencze of ths
elder statesmen was held for the third time. It was on this day that
the Ruscian fleet in the port of Vladivestolk removed all vooden parts
from the ships as a preparation Ffor departurs. On the 4th was held the
memorable third council in the Imperial presence, It weasz also on this
iy that the Russian fleet in Port Arthur which had left the port pre-
viously returned arain. Our rovernmeni decided to take unrestrained
military action, whereas it was reported that Russia had also riven
Alexzev the authority to declare war and to teke hostile action.

Yoreign Minister XKOMURA telerrzphed an ultimatum to Minister KURTNO
in St. Petersburz the next day and instructed him to deliver it to the
Russien Government, and on the follovwine dey our zovernment summoned
Russian Minister ROSEN in Tokyo and gave him a similar notification, the
substance of which was that "althouqh our Government proposed a peeca
conference to the Russien Covermment in order to presarve the territorial
integrity of Manchuria end Korea, your Government completaly lacked sin-
cerity in accepting the proposal, so we have decided to cut of'f all
diplomatic relations. e will hereafter act freely in vhatever way we
think best for the protection of our legal rishts."

Severineg of diplomatic relations means openinr of hostilities. Need-
less to say, at the 'same moment, the order to advaace was given to the
Commender in Chief of our combined fleet in the naval port of Sasebo.

Py ) LT Departure of the Flzet

The War Council was “lreedy decided. The best and incomparable com-
bined flest bepgan to leave the port in good order at nine o'clock on the
mornine of the sixth of February, the flagship MIKASA leadin», and the

. J"'-"‘.‘ :J#iiu__hxﬂi‘-‘r: -“-—-r - ™ ol .-Lh!p—--dm ke ~ A
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13t fleoet, the 2nd fleet and so forth to the flaet followins

| majestically, end aboerd were Commander in Chief TOGO, Heihachiro, com-
posed and brave, able officers, -and highly trained and cesperately
courageous soldicrs. The Commander in Chief of Sasebo Naval Port SAMEJINL

. saw them off with military music and sisnalled to the fleet that he wished
Commander in Chief TOGO's success to which Vice Admiral TOGO signalled
back that he was surs of success. The whole fleet consisting of fifty-
five ships set sail in line ahead to the boundless wide ocean; their
destiny Port Arthur or Vladivostok? - - - -

I will briefly state here the disposition of the enemy men-of-war,
Aussia had been doin~ her best to reinforce the Eastern fleet since the
openinr of diplomatic negotiations. Ir other words, she had zone so far
as to send alwmest all of the most powerful men-of-war of the Baltic fleet,
which vyas indispensable for home defense, to the Far East. This meant
that the cream of the Russian Mavy had been transferrzd to the East. It
was a powerful fleet, consisting of 29 men-of -war, battleships, armoured
cruisers, cruiscrs, armoured ~un boats, coast-delensz ships, zun-boats
and torpsdo gun boats, the total beins 174,000 tons. Bssides thesa,
there were fifteen torpedo boat destrovers and fourteen torpedo bhoats,
smon~ these, seven men-of-war totelline 44,000 tons snd several destroyers
and torpedo boats were based at Vindivostok and the remaining 21 ships,
totallinrs 130,000 tons were stationod at Port Arthur. On gbout th: sixth
of April, ons first class cruiser nad one sun-bout were detached f{rom the
fleet in Port Arthur and sent to Jinsen, and another sun-boat was sont t0
shoenthai. In ecther words,. the esnemy flest was divided in bwo and ufter-
wards in four. This may or moy not have been a proper stratezy for the
cnemy, but it was somcthing our side was to teke creat advantape of.

Pe 8 At dawn of the followins seventh of February, when our combined flest
wz8 salling the sca off the coast of Xor=1, they spied o merchant-ship far
to the southwest. Messenger-ship TATSUTA was ordercd to reconmoiter and
iccordinzly it became known that it was a HYussian merchant ship 'Rugsial,
I¥ was immediately captured by orders and broucht to the main floet, WThat
= cood omen to capture 'Russia' at the very openine of hostiliti=s, Ac-

cordinz to the rsport of H.M.S5. AXASHI which hud preceded the main flset,

the 2vouy Jsoarships were still in Port Arthur, and the cruisser Varyuak and

sun-boat Koretes had mon¢ out to Jinsen. Thercupon, ot three o'clogk in

the afternocn of that same day, the combined flaet hzld o captoains' con-

fersnce at sea of'f the coast of Rorena and ws its rssult, Commander of the

4th {lecet URYU was ordered to tuke the'courss towards Jinsen, with fivo

ships, H.M.S. ASAMA, NARIWA, NIITAKA, TAKWCHIHO cnd AKASHI, and two tor-

ozdo squadrons convoyinp three transporte. Commznder in Chief TOGO -

simalled his wish for their success to which the Commander siznalled

vack his pratitude. All the members: of the main flecet manned ths side

and saw them off with military music. The main fleet continued its ad-

vince. Then again, they spiz:d another merchant-ship and AZUMA was sont

to capture it. It was a Russiun transport aAluzin, CHIHAYA was ordecred

to convoy it back to Susebo. The west wind was very strong that cvening

and they could hardly slcep. They were all very anxious lest their attack \

migzht be inconvenicnced, and moreover strict watch was kept throughout the

=




Document No. 3048 Page 5

night as caution against a night attack by enemy torpedo boats. However,
by the blessings of Heaven, thc wea®her improved by the following morning
and & cloudless fine morning without wind or wave dawned. Thes whole flcet <
burst into three cheers of joy and taking heart it continued its edvance. 3
Orders for torpedo attack were ziven at & position sixty knots from Port |
Arthur, according to the prearranged plan to first of all attack the enemy
fleet with destroyers and torpedo squedrons. From the flagship MIKASA was
{ siznalled the orders to "sink the enemy ships &nd wishing them all success"
to which the Commander of the destroyers (Captain ASAI) replied thzt they
would ottain success even ot the price of their lives. Simultancously
arose from the main fleet, the roaring cheers of "Banzui" from the flcet
members manning the side and the squadron departed.

( I11. The Glorious Exploit of the Torpedo Night attack

! At six o'clock on the evening of the cighth of February, in the year
! 1904, the destroyers SHIRAKUMO, KASUMI, ASASHIO, INAZUMA, AKEBONO, USUGUMO,
SAZANAMI, AKATSUKI, IKAZUCHI, OBORO and SHINONCME, and seven torpsdo boats
(five squadrons in all), edvanced straoisht on to the mouth of Port Arthur.
The fourth and the fifth squuadrons advanced to Dairen Bay and searched thao
harbor but they could not find a single enemy ship. The 1st, 2nd nnd 3rd
P, 4 squadrons headed for Port Arthur 2nd arrived at their objective at oleven
in the nizht., Most of the Russian warships lay ut anchor as hod beecn =x-
pected in the position outside the port also as had been anticipated.
Counting by -the licht at the gangway, there were sixteen in all. The
| enemy had stationed destroyer squadrons far out of the port on zuard, but
they offered no resistance even when our torpodo squadron drzw near. Our
destroysrs took no heed of them ond advanced to a very neer distance of
3000 meters (26 cho) and our men were 2ble to see clearly the firures of
men walking on ths decks of the 2nemy men-of-war with lirhted lamps. Our
time had come. We instantly opeched fire. The enemy were taken by sur-
prisc and were throvm into confusion. They suddonly begen firing by the
aid of search lights but not one single shot found its targst. Our esighv-
cen bonts rushed to and fro amons the enemy ships, [iring fish-torpedons
and sevoral of thom were ascertained to have hit the importunt port of
the enemy warships. 4Lt 2 A.M. the firing wos suspended and the boats re-
turned and joined the mmin flecet. Tho enomy had their warships ssverely
damaged but, during thz night, the snemy destroyers in th2 port did notv
| participate in the fight in the lzast and only tweclve shots ore seid to
have been fired from the fort. It mzy be imagined what the surprisc of
this nizht attack was.

The torpedo boats outside the port, for instance, were rcported to
have been thrown into such a state of confusion that they fourht cmong
themselves in ths dark, 35 beinz killed and 120 injured. Furthcrmore,
the risk on our side was by no means little, aither. 4Lt about 11:30 we
saw two cnemy scoutingz ships procecd eastward to a point one kilometer

B e Y R i ——
| -

._.._..
-

? from us and then change their coursc westward. Our torpcdo boat flotilla

¢ lost no time in advancing then, They passed between the cnemy floet and
o small battery; then SLEﬂﬁlllnr the nomes of the torpodo bozts they had
just ascertoined and taoking o sudden turn after pretonding that they wero
goinz to enter the harbour of Port irthur, they discharged torpedoes in
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The difficulty at thc

time of withdrowal was still grenter; our ships lost sight of one <nother,
but after half an hour all the ships succeeded in joininz the mxin force
sefoly.

The success of this nicht attack was very zroat.

damages are as follows:

1st official report:

Accordinz to the officianl raport of the Governor-General Llexeegv, the

At midnicht of the 8th of February, Japnnese tor-

pedo boats attempted to sink the Russian men-of -war lyins at anchor out-
side thz fortress of Port Arthur, damaged Russian warships Retvizon
(12,700 tons) and Tsesarevich (13,100 tons) a2nd 1st class cruisor Pe.1luda
The rcst is omitted.

(6,630 tons).

2nd officisl reports The three damnced men-of-war ar> still flonting,
The Tsesarevich received dameze at the munwale, the Retvizan near the
oréinary pump in the lower part of the waterline, and Palladna nsar th=

central cnzine, but casualtics were small.

down by the bows through being damased below the woterline.
the Pzllada barely made the West Port towed by tugboats and the Retvizan
arround on a bank so a8 to escape sinking by herself, and is lyinz at

mouth of the port.

and
ran
tha

the

The rcst omitted.

From this we can see that the Tsesarevich hed her right sunnel querter
nenr the stern blown up, the Pallada hwd & great hole azbout 28 feet wide
made in her coal-bunker below the rirht gunnel quarter and the Retvizan was

The Tsesarevich

The names of the honournble officers who distinguished themselves from

Flecet Commandar, Coptain
Fleet Commander, Commender
Fleet Communder, Cormmander

Ship
Ship
Ship
Ship

Ship
Ship
Ship
Shin
Ship
Ship
Ship

Captain,
Captain,
Captain,
Captain,

Captain,
Ceptain,
Captain,
Captain,
Captain,
Capteain,
Canptain,

Lt. Commander
Lt. Commander
Lt. Commander
Lt. Cormander

Lt. Commandsar
Lt. Commander
Lt. Cormander
Lizutenant
Licutcnant
Licutenant
Lisutenant

very berinning of the Russo-Japunese iar are as follows:

JL‘..S-""‘LI ’ L[B.Sﬂ.ji 1’0
ISHID/., Ichiro
TSUCHIYA, itsukanc

HAZAM: ’ rota
MATSUNAGL, Eitsunori
KUZUMI, Masnao

KONDG, Tsuncmatsu

OSHIM., Masuaki
SHINOHARL s Rishichi
OY:MA, Takanosuki
SUEMATSU, Naojiro
MITSUMUR., Xinzaiburo
YOSHIDA, Moshi
TAKEMURA, Hango
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L CERTIPFICATE

I am a librarian at the Library of the Tokyo Imperiasl University, and

I certify as follows:

Military Graphic /GUNKOKU GAHO/ Vol. I-V.
pub lished by Fuzanbo
from April -.- August, 1904 /Mciji 37/ onc volume
4G-28, B 32574

The above is owﬁed-by the Librnry‘of the Tokyo Imperial University

and was lent to the Prosecution Scction of the Allicd 'Forces International

Military Tribunal on request, in July, 1947,

July 8, 1947 / Showa 22nd/

' Librarian at the Library of Tokyo Imperial
University

Nezoamine Mitsuna . /seal/
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