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lligence Officer, Naval Forces, Far East, FFPO 3923

4

"Russien Vessel at lahi-

rwarded herewith for

19 ,

Bxhibite mentioned in this Summ

’d . : wmbion are on
file in the Civil Intelligence Section.

For the Asaistant Chief of Staff, G-2:

1 Inel: | S 8. W, X
5/7 dd 18 Dee L7, 1t Col
Subi: Pussian Vessel Ass't Fxecutive Officer
at Tshilkaws-ken.

MEMO FOR RECORD: 22 Dec 47
Correspondence complete,

No Memo for Record reguired.
A ¥ R, 2656673
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GENERAL HEADQUARTERS
MR EAST COMMAND
Military intelligence Section, General Staflf
Civil Intellizence Section

LPO 500
18 Dacenmber 1Y47

SUMMARY OF JTHFOIMATION

SUBJECT: Russisn Vessel at lshikawa-kern

1. Counter Intelligence Corps investigation was initisaited upon re-
ceipt of & telephone c¢all from the lida Police Station, ISHIKATA~ken,
SiZU-gun, lida-machi at 1000 hours, 28 Hovenber 1947, stating that a
ussian vessel had anchored at Tako Jima-mura in Suzu~gun snd that lhree
Ruesians had come ashore in a row boal.

2. <nterview of QDA Zhigekazu ( JJapanese), As sistant
Chief of the Iida Poline Station elected the following information:

tecording to Lhe best information which the police eould obtain,

a 200 ton wooden vessel, bvelisved to be Lussian in origin anchored about

1800 meters off the rhorss of lshikawa~ken at Takojime-maira, as shown in
Exhibit I, at about 1130 on 28 Hovember 1947, snd inree men, cne ol whon
was belleved to be a naval officer, came ashore in a row boat. The men
came e the 1

Yako  iwa Fishery dsscciation where they asied for Lwe drums
(80 gallon drums,; of lubrication oll and sbout twenty barrels of drinke

Ny vne could understand & woerd thaet the lorelgners were say-
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the time, there was in the office of the Take Jima—mwrs Flshery Associa-
tion & KIWANC Koldohi ( J(Japancee), a retsil fizh merchant from
Suzu-gun, Shoin-mure whie had recently been repatristed from fussia and

He was prevailed upon to acl as inter-
preter and managed to meke cut what the Hussians wanted, Finslly the
seople &t the Pishery issocistion agreed to give the Fusslana one drum
of lubricating oil in exchange for twe drums ol fuel vil. They told the
Hueglans that they did not have sultable contain
and conasequently conld not give it to them. To this the Hucalans nodded
assent and returned to their shin with the lubricating oll. Before they
left, they gave five pucks of Russian cigareties to one of the men st the
Fighery Association to distribute to the Japanese for their trouble. The
wrapper froa one of these packsges ie atbtached as Lxhibit Il. During the
couraa of the conversation, the Husslane had remaried that Lhey were on
their woy to Yiadivostok.

Later in the day several of the police from Iida went to Tako-
jime to make further cbservitions of the alleged Hugsian ship. A survey-
ing instrunent was bhorrowed from the Harbor hepelirs ang Lalnlensncs
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Cffice and the sketeh of the ship as shown in Lxhibit 11l was made by

the police. IU was delinitely established thal the number of the ship
was T-60) as shown on the sketch. Some of the men who had been near the
ship had remarked that they had seen cbjects that zppeared to be a cannon
and the machine gun shown an the sketch. There was also something that
appeared Lo be a Y-gun. As néar as the police could meke out, there must
have been about Terty men aboard for some thirty were observed above

o O dock at one tims,

m

p

@N From the description that the police were able to el from the
"y men who had gone near the Hussian ship, it was decided that the [lag must
& have been white with & wide blue siripe on the lower edge, and a red star
00 and anchor on the while as shown in dAxhibit 1V, The police alsc took
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plotures of the Fussian ship but these did not show much detell since
ther wers taken from land. Apn enlargement is shown in Hxhibit V.

The Fussian ship left Takojias about 1550 In the afternoon of
the same day, -

On 29 November 1947 NORIKURA Sentaro ( . J(Japanese),

[ & e " U

policeman st Tako jima-mars in Susu-gun, stated as follows:

AL about 1120 on 28 Hovember 1947, MORIKUHA left the police bhox
&t Takojima and went to the Tako jlua Fishery Association to see il there
wag anything of interest to the pelice. Then he srrived there, he ob-
served several Japanese standing around a foreigner. He soon learned
that there were two others negotiating with KURINMI Kejiro )
(Japanese) and KINOSHITA Kimdo ( JJapanese), employses of the
Take jime Pisherv Association, {or some lubricating oil. He alseo found
out that tLhey had agreed bto trade the hussians one drum (50 gallon drum)
of Tubyienting cil in return for which theyv recelved two drams of fual
oil from the Mussians. The Russglans had asked for two drums of lubrica-
ting oil and twenly barrels of drinking water but no drinking water was
given to them because they lacked suitable containers to transport the
water to the ship. At about 1200 hours the drum of 47 was teken out to
the Hussian ship aboard the Shoin-maru., DBefore the hussians left, thoy
gave the Javanese [ive packages of thelr cigaretlea as a good will tokan,

Because HORIKURA felt that this mutier should be reportéd im-
mediately he left the scene and returned to his police box and called
the Llida Folice Station to revori tie matiter, e did nct hear more aboutb
the watter until some time later when the Iida Polies ecalled hin to find
out what had taken plece in the meantime. Upon investigalion he lesrned
that after the Mussians had rsturned to the ship, they wers not heard from
again., Sometime that afternoon, the HRussian ship weighed anchor and left
Tako jima,

On 29 Hovember 1947, KURUMI Kojire, Chief Clerk of the Takojima
Fishery Association of Suzu-gun, Takojimse~mura stated in substance as
follows:
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8/1, 18 Deec 47, Subj: Hussian Vessel at Ishikawa-ken.

4

R At about 1100 hours on 28 Hovember 1947, three Russians came by
row boat to the docks neay the offlice of the Takojiwa Fishery /Association.
iwo of the foreigners came inte the oflice and asked tc be glven some
lubricating olil. At that L{ime, Lhere wss in the office a retalil fish
merchant by the name of KUMAND Kokichi of Thoin-mura, who being & recent
repatriaste frox Buesie could understand & {ew words of thalr language.

He was sasked to interpret for the Japenese. At first, KUNMI teld the
Russians that he could nol glve them any il because the Javenene did not
have envugh for themselves. The Hussians offered to trade fusl cil for

the lubricating oll, so KUNUMLI asked to be glven Lhree drums of fuel

for one drum of lubricating oil. The Russisns offered to give only two
drums of fuel olil for one drua of lubricating oll, bul KURUEIL secepted,

The o0il was taken along to the Russian ahip eboard ihe Cholnemsru eand

two empty drums were taken slong to receive the fuel eli. Those who went
along vn Lhis trip besides the crew of Lhe Shoin-maru include HUMAND ZXoxkichi
KINOSHITA Kinic, SHOI Shuhei ( Hdapanese ), KITAHACE Kiyoahi (
(Japanese ), KONY/A Zensmo ( J(Japanese) end MICHISHITA Showe
(dapanese,), KURUYI could not or would not effer te give any conerste in-
formaetion regarding the ship or ite cvew, bul stated thalt he did not remember
or counld not tell =weh zbout ships.
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Cu 29 Novembeyr 1947, this agent lolerviewed 3HOL 3hukel, a Pisher-
man of Susu-gun, Talko jima-mura; A0HYA Tenzo, o elark of the Takoiima Flshery
fngsociation; RITAHAMA Kiyoshi, fisherman of Tekejise~rwrs, Hi-bu 50 Banchi;
MICHISHITA Shome, general merchent of Taiejima-amra, Sobw L Banchi; and
HAMAGKA Shono ( Jdaoanege ), Tisheraan of Yake liaa-mura, Hi-bu 123
Banend., who gave the saoce general storr of the events thet Lopit pluce on the

ver
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morning of A8 Hovember 1947 near the fakeoji=ze Uishery Association office
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as that glven by HMOUIETAL and FURIMI with the {fuvllowing execepticas:
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SHOL believed that Cthe ship was sbout s 200 Lon wooden vessel and
had aveul thirty men aboard. He dAid netl defllinilely remedier what coler the
flag wae but belicoved thal 1t was while, howmever he definitely recwrders
geeing the muzele eand of & guo and that Lhe breaech end was covered with a
Canvas.

91

Ll

ROWTA said thaet lLe could not say how large the shlp wee, Lul he
belisves 1L was 2 wooden wvessel. XONYS also oheerved ithe barrel of what
appeared to be & pub of scme sort, bui he did net recall sseing anythlng
that looked like machine guns. He saw an object on deck that looked to
vim like a torpede of some gort. RONIA definitely recaile Lhal the Tlag
wae white and had & blue stripe at the bottom with @ red design en the
white., ile helleves thet the desipn was that of ¢ sher 2nd an anchor,
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NS SOYA aleo helisves that sevaral Jansansse tried to bosrd the Busslian
= vegsel but were stooped by the Huesisns.

- EITAHAMA described the non on beard as wearing dirty preasy work
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8/1, dtd 18 Dec L7, Subj: Hussian Vessel At lshikawa-ken,

BAOKA said that the Russian ship rust have had a capacity of
sbout a hﬁidrsd tons. He said that it was about eighty-{ ive feet long,
and at the time he thought that it musi be some sort of coastal patrol "
ship. #Aeccording to HIMAQKA , there were more than twenty men aboaxfd, MO S
of whom were wearing an assoriment of clothes, but he could not remembser
clearly any other details of ihe ship itselfl.

On 29 November 1Y h’? , this Agent interviewed KLU SHITA Kimie , clerk
of the Takojims Fishery Association, whose address is lshikawa-ken, Suzu-
gun, Takojima-mura, 36 Banehl and who stated as follows:

According to the best knowledge that KINCSHITA had, the hussians
who landed st Takojima first went to the Harbor Repairs and Haintenance
Offiee carrying two bottles contalning oil. The Japanese there ﬂﬂld not

understand what the Russians were saying so Lhey senl them tp t.m . " Jlﬁ

—— fMishery Aassociation next door, There il was am:wtaimd thra dmw} AT
= gestures that the Russlans wanted scns lybr leating il f' or which : fy B
— = were willing to exchange fusl oll. This they HETS able _ to m?ka ﬁ;u 4 ?gb:i-
o =z the two bottles mentioned above contalned gamples of Tue 1 ol m¥ianm 0 i{ﬁm -
E cating oil. At this time there was a recent repatriate from Hussis, RULAN
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: bv nane ¥ " tha Fis  Amsociation to buy fish., He
Kokiechi by nsme who had come to the Pishery Associa 1 _

WeS pmw&lad upon to internret for Lhe group. Through hin a tr&ﬁ: m
made with the fusesians for two drums of fual oil for whigh_ M}# Ta J i‘i‘“ SHITA
Fishery #ssociation gave the tussians one drum of lubf‘r‘ica*bim; oil, KINOGHIT
anid that he did not know KUMANG very well, having met him for the first
tine that morning.

When questioned about the trip to the Russian vessel ; Km&iiﬁ]i’m
said that the Japaness simply took the oil out there, where iL was taken
sboard the Hussian vessel, Then a hose was pagsed over t.he; sida. and two
drume of fusl oil were delivered to the Japanese from Lthe tank ?f t.:!;:ﬁ -
Fussien ship. UI#00HITA further stated that Qneac:;f tha Jaanese tried Lo
board the Hussian ves=el but was stopued by the tuscians.

Regarding the HRussian ship, FINOSHITA stated it wa ? aboul twe xlz]t:y
meters long snd was marked with T-601 on the bow but he could mt riefl :
any of the other details. ¥hile KINOSHITA could not describe t.hﬂ::; aét,hn
detail, he clearly remembers Lhatl Lhe star was he;u:’;lmﬁd in red ral mt* han
solid red as shown in the police sketch. Kli%a}iu%il LA a%.aa recalls tha lcme
of the men who came ashore was wearing a navy biue uniform and navy wiue sih
overcoat and a blue garrison type cap. OUn his shoulder was &n ap?ulaz h::t, .
two horizontal gold stripes and a single gold star. KUHMANO had sald -
this man raust be &n officer, irobably & naval liﬁutemtn

ﬂ On 30 November 1947, KUMARG Kokichl, age 32, & re tail fish ner chgnt
. of Sugu-gun, Shoin-mura, 20 Pu 11 Banchl, who was repatristed fmm P Canp
;i #201 in Khormorin, Siberia in the latter part of Cctober 1947 stated in
subatance as follows:
o
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S/1, dtd 18 Dec 47, Subj: Russian Vessel at Ishikawa-ken.

At the time the Hussians cama to the TakoJima Fishery Associalion,
KUMANO was copying the names of various fishes ail the association ofice
because he has Just started inteo the sale of fish and is nol yet very fami-
Tiar with the varities. He noticed considerable commoiion but did not pay
any attention until KINOSHITA prevailed upon him to try to interpret lor
them. KUMANO saild that he does not know very much PBussian end that mo st
of the understanding was accomplished by gestures 2nd drawings. KUMAND
claims that he has not had any speeialized training while he was & prisoner

t

|imhm||mismlunhullnnhmhmluu|m1hmhmlm|lm1hmhmlun

wo00Z

4

S

(O
% of the Hussians except that he sometines attended the weekly meetlngs held
& in the nume of Democratic education. KUMAHO says that he only attended
3 ihese beczuse he felt that it affected his date of repairiation. in his
P oo oninion, he was deteained in Hussia becauce he was healthy and eould work
¥ and that as soon as it was found that his health was getiing poor, he was
repatrated. KUMANO said that during the conversation with the Hussians,
o= many of the Japanese seemed Lo be of the opinion that if a shrewd Lrade
= could be made, that the Russians shotld be given the oil they wanted. He
o = diatinctly remembers KINOSHITA saying, "If we can make a good trade, lels
o; trade." It was then that KONORHITA offered to give the Russians one drum
= of lubricating oil for three drums of fuel oil. When the Hussians said that

)

wan too much, but offered to give two for one, KIROSHITA accepted.

vafr

"~ In response to questions regarding where the famas tans had come from
) and what they were doing in these waters, KUMANO replied that he did not

- know, nor did he attempt te ask. He believes that they were planning to re-
- turn Lo Viedivostok because they mentioned that name several tLimes. /As for
% the matter of the water, KUMANO said that he merely told the Aussians they

- did not have suiteble centainers and he could not say why they had left
o without getting an adeguate supply of fresh waler.

(¥, |

“hen asked why the exchange of oile was made s0 rea dily, AUCARO
said that he did not know, but that the Japanese had said that several
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government agencies including Lhe Jaranese police had been notified.

KUMAND @ld nobt reecall sesing any of the Japansse altempting to
hoard the Bussian ship. As soon as the oll was exchanged and the two
barrels of fuel oil delivered over to iLhe Japanese, the Hussians mobtioned
to roleass the Shoin-maru which had been brought alongside the Russian shipe

ABIAND seemed like an ordinary, uneducated, counbry bred, young nan,.
He seemed somewhat afrald but showed no indication of kuowing any
more about the Russisns. It appesred KUMANO had talked 1o RINGSHITA
belfore he was interviewed by this Agent. Likewise, il scamed that
anst of the others had discussed the malisr amonyg themselves 8o
much that they were not such which part they had actually obsgerved
and which they had heard others remark about.

OTER

On 2 December 1947, SHINXONO Torago (Kanji unicnown ) { Japenese ) , of
Sugu-gun, Shoin-machi, Aza Shoin, 19 tlo bu 50 Banchi, skipper of the 73
Shoin-maru, belonging to the Noto Uhikansan Kabushiiki Keisha, stated in

gsubatance as follows:
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8/1, dtd 18 Dec 47, Subj: Hussian Vessel at Ishikawa-ken.

After the negotiations for exchanging oil with the Hussisns had
been oompleted by KINOSHITA and the others of the Takojima Fishery Assocla-
ticn, it was discovered that there was no means of getiing the oil to the
Rusgian ship. 8ince the Shoin-maru was there at Takojina, they were asked
to take the oil out, The Shoin-maru was taken cut and brought alongside
the Bussian ship which was about a 150 ton wooden vessel. Her super
structure had three decks. The pun on the forward deck had a barrel about
nine feet long and amidship there was a gray object with fins thal Looked
Like a torpedo.
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Replacement of Japanese Coast Patrol Vessels
Gt G-2, Public Safety 4 lecember 1947

e

(1) 1. The 28 ex-Japanese minor war vessels in operation by the Jepanese
Coast Patrol are on the list of vessels which, by authority of SWNCC 186/23,
must be ultimately divided between the U,.S., UKZ USSR, and Ghina.

2. COQMNAVFE letter, serial 2765, to the Home, Transportation, and
Finance Ministries, subjecet: "Disposition of the Remasining Inoperable Ex-
Japanese Naval (raft, Now in Custody of the Second Demobilization Bureau",
dated 22 November 1947, lists the following uncompleted, wrecked, damaged
or otherwise ineperable vessels for return to the Japanese uovarnment and
reconstruction for fishing, transportation, or "public use" purposes:

8-449 ton sub-chasers

Xd0O BIIE 3%

ws/d¥H/ISd/S10

2l-130 ton auxiliary sub-chasers
23=200 ton light patrol ships
2=-270 ton light escorts

1-215 ton suxiliary minesweepers,

3« Comment is requested' on:

a., ~uitabidty of present vessels for their duties.

b, Harliest date by which similar or more suitable vessels eould
be obtained as replacements, elther by new construction or from existing
Japsnese vessels to be nurchaaed from private owners or rebuilt from the
vessels mentioned in paragraph 2 sbove,

c. Cost to Japanese Government of either procedure mentioned in

paragraph 3D,
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MEMO FOR RECORD:

Check Sheet from G-4 to G-2 subj: "Replacement of Japanese Coast
Patrol Vessels,” 4 Dec 47, refers to ultimate disposition of 28 vessels
now in coast patrol by di.vmion among mjor powers., dequests comment
on (1) present suitability, (2) earliest replacement date, and (3) cost
Heply states use of 28 vessels a makeshift measure, can-
not be fully replaced until 1951 at aEn. estimated cost of 22,117,000,000.
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8 December 1947

Shipbuilding Ffection,
Ship Bureau,
General Maritime Buresau,
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Asgistent Chief of Staff, G-2, XXIV

Forwarded herewith for MWMMW and negessary achtion isg Swamery
of Information, subjeet as above, mmwmim the émawmim of am
Japanese women from Yosu, sres ‘l‘m Moji, Japan on 2 July 1947.
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GENERAL HEADQUARTERS
FAR EAST COMMAND
MILITARY INTELLIGENCE-SECTION, GENERAL STAFF

MEMO FOR RECORD:

ltem referred to from British sources, indicated identification
of USSR cruiser "KAMCHATKA" lMaking up witth cruisers "KALLININ" and
"KAGNOVITCH" a cruiser squadron of three in the Soviet Pacific Fleet,
Forwarded to addressees for information.
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tention is ‘navited %o paragraph 2d of the Letter of Transgmittal,
’éi@&ﬁmm sors G0 Arem 57, dated 17 July 1947, subject as abvove, snd
inclogure thersto, forwerded for inforuwatien smd/or necegssary action.

6

.
mlmlluniunhusinnhmhmhmluuhmhmlnuhmlmilml.'mlluullmim:

For the Assistant Thief of Stafll, Gl .

L

|

O

# &5 1
51 0™ g @
M L

Ii_!_!!ll[!llllll!l-!l-‘l-l!i’!Hl

ver
Li

Y

1 Inﬂl § R* y :fm ’ﬁm (3 TUEFR
Mﬂ*@ z-*:huw GfMoar

Para 2d, Ltr of Transmittal, recormends that the
owners of the No, 35 HANSHU MARU and of the HOSHIN
MARU be reimbursed through the appropriate
authorities for fuel and lubricating oil expended
and that the owners of the HOSHIN MARU be re-
imbursed for damage sustained by the craft during
performance of duties desoribed in 8/1. This info
is forwarded to COMNAVIR since they issued initial
and follow-up order concerning Subject rescue
atiempt,
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Wth m mw.m of @ trip to the Military Government compot
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L0, GHQ, FEC, 9 July 1947, the undersigned made &

ecompany ing Soviet Nevel Officers who m
to mm H M ﬂupa mbjm to rep aumm 'm w.ip wes orgeniz v
rar Baste

Tokvo at 2953 hrse, 9 July 47, srrived ;
Yeperted rm Maiguru 8t 1720 hras., 11 J‘ﬂl?

Ui ngs Ae Le, Capte U.S.N.
F’m, W. J.y LE. (J.G.) U.8.N.
?ﬂﬁﬂg Ve S $ ﬁ&p‘h (G"’g General Liﬂi“)

Chinese Wi. ”-:r.f-.; Tu May v Gapt « Chinese ﬁﬁ?y

Sovied M“MQa Ae M., Read Admirsel
-'*"‘*‘“" ] B 30; WP’&Q o Qﬂé M
LA0T KON ™ cﬁﬂ v.. e&m, ¢ M m ¥y
mﬁm, E. Ney L%, ﬂﬂptu {MM)
mmmm. Ne Goy L. Cept. (Administrative Corps

lekavrov, A. L., Jr. Lt. (Interpreter)

Y.r Wntm. mxiaf of Ship Meintenence, 2nd Demob:

inroute to MM m party detreined for approximately three I

' re & sighteseeing tour of ﬁae elty was mﬂo m ﬁe UPErV.
the Kyoto Visitors Burer

reilroad station by mm eott, the mt director, Who mum @umm

Dunning with & deteiled infommation in comnection with the smmum of ﬂz&m.

"&'j'"f-'-';-"-'*""‘*‘. -*:ﬁ":*"' m tm m ﬂ“ m d M’ﬂ'd& " I |
lated éuxins ha evening mw uhuh tm pw m mim
into two mum: Admirel Stetsen unning that
he did not intend to spend $oo mh of his own time on the .‘mnputam of ships
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and expresse® his wish for e
from Maizuru.

sight-seeing h'ip sometime prior to his deperture

At 0800 hrs., 11 July 47, the two groups (the first one comprised of
Admiral ** mt’ LALTY m; Capte Meay, Capt. mg Commendeyr Berhen s WL e
e tanebe anﬁ the undersigned; the second one zouprised of the raraining members
of the party) begen thelr inspection which termincted at noon when both groups
returned to the train for lunch. After lunch the second group, with sddition of
Mr. Watenabe, retnmud to the herbor for completion of inspection; '&m seeond o
group, eccoupmied by Major Seott, mﬁe a sight-seeing trip to Amanc Hmmate, a
three hour beat trip, which is ¢onsidered cne of the mosé scenie spots in J’am.
Both groups retirned to the train M‘k m time for Qepcrture =nd & hrief mnrar nee

between the inspecting party end the Jepanese representetives of Ship iadir
Bureesu at Maizwru,

During the return teip mﬁ at the ltaﬁm upon arrival at Tokyvo, Admirel
Stetsenko and others expressed to Capt. Dumning thelr setisfaction with ﬁm

results of the tyip " ewpm@tmn rendered o them by all econcorned in coONNeg-
tion witk dhe iﬁ&p@ﬁ‘kmn activities.

m:uung &:eaksmﬁmh fa 1rly well 'awt u:

apmks J‘apanme
fluentlys

” ‘m um 11':&

ffé i

ing one of the very few end brief converssti .' s the undersigned had
with the 1n&:widual members of the Soviet group, a. a wes nade ‘hy Lte
Capt. 3tepencv whieh revesled a guricus =ud mimgmg, uma of the present
mna on th.e part caf ﬁxa a , Government % improve ed LOW
enrolled in the Hav A ,;H. &nﬁ * manatiwly) mili‘wﬂ
lﬁh@ﬂlﬁ far hW&o 5@3 ﬂ'ﬁﬂm W ':-ﬁ-. W dabe LENEYral JENOTIEV, LG SO0

. ““ ok Ua i_,. il COUTG NENOEeY s © "" ;.‘1 . ,:‘l ;~ . ,._,:1.,, ; J. -;;{ “‘*
#';u' L' gld at iseie, end a m imate of 7 '
pes | 4‘ 0o o direstor of the afore mtiamd mhmls nd wes mvm mmm
pmnm to bﬁﬂg these schools up %o the high level and vigid militm,
and gultural stenderds previocualy enjoyed by schools of this tvre ia mm.a.
This appointment wes heiled with s grest satisfaction by the Soviet Am aﬂeﬂ Navy s
Lt. Cept. Btepanocv's only regret wes that 1t wes too lete for him to derive any
benefit from this new system which he felt would have made him o better officer
and better sulted for the position he now holds and may hold in the futuree

-* — "-r'.f-'lu-a vt Y bt f P : -...}q-._."q—if E o 1"‘"'-“""."?
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GENERAL HEADQUARTERS

FAR EAST COMMAND
MILITARY INTELLIGENCE SECTION, GENERAL STAFF

WMEMO FOR RECORD:

27 June 1947

SUBJECT ¢ Trip to Wakimoto, Aomori Frrefecture ?1 6 § 7

PURPOSE UF THE TRIP: To permit

2oviet personnel to inspect the hulk

of an unidentified fishing boat, washed ashore near Wakimoto.

PRISONNEL ON THE TRIP:
a. woviet personnel: liajor
Lapt.
b. American personnel: lst

Lev £. lnanov, USSR Co@\t Guard.
Alexander P. nogoshin, USSR Aruy.
Lte Re M., Herron, G-2, General Liaison

SCHEDULE: 23 June - 2245 departed Tokyo
2l June ~ 171F arrived Aomori
25 June - 1245 arrived Wakimoto
25 June - 1500 departed Wakimoto
26 June - 1230 departed Aomori
27 June - 0630 arrived Tokyo

DETATLS 3

\ g PEraognel of the tactical unit occupying the Aomori area (511th
Parachute Inf Regt) and the local military Government unit in Aomori co-

operated fully in supplying quarters,

transportation, food, and an inter-

preter on the trip from Aomori to Wakimoto.

2. dnspection of equipment removed from the boat and now in custody
of the Japanese police in Wakimoto proved conclusively that the boat was
of Russian origine. The mechanical equipment had ltussian markings; some
articles of Russian military and naval clothing were found; a USSR ration

card was found.

3¢ The boat itself was in such

a state of disrepair that there is

little chance that there will be an effort to rehabilitate it. The police
had removed that equipment winich they thought movable. local Japanese

nad helped themselves to certain other pieces of equipment by sawing off
parts of the boat. (Actually there seems to be no law against this action;
as lnternational law apparently makes deserted vessels falr booty for who-

ever can salvage anything from them.)

they were convinced that it was a s
4

wUARY s The Soviet officers seemed,to be satisfied with facilities

" P . .fll.’fjgm.ﬂwgﬂy-j?ﬂ A e

and assistance furnished by U.S. military personnel dwring the trip.
- They seemed to be of the opinion that the fishing boat was beyond repair;

sian vessel.

R M P Heyom

1{1- My r R RON
1st Lt, oig C
0-2, General lLiaison
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