THE KORMANS IN THOMOND.—Farr 1., 1275-1287.
By THOMAS JOHNSON WESTROPP, M.A.

Tx the eariy history of the Tnglish arms in Ireland one episode stands,
in @ great MEAsDIe, jsolated from other events, with strong personalities
on both sides of the cormbat and noteworthy by its very fallure. Two men
of the Normans were opposed to two men of the Celts—Thomas and Richard
de Clare, of the house of Stronghow, against Toriough and Mortough
O’ Brien, of the race of Brian Baoru—the gallantry and cunning of th Nor-
man against the courage and vers sility of the Dalcassian ; each side heing
reinforced by the counirymen of the other. The struggle of these
kingly reces from 1276 to 1 318 I purpose relating =t som length ; for
the independence of Thomond wis epsured for over two centuri F the
result, and its continued in sendence has sffected the history of the West
to this day : for, had th Norman prevailed and the English power reached
without a bresk from Athlome to Cork, the whole of our history might
have beon radiesily different; so I claim for Dysertodes a place among
the decisive battles of ¢ .

The power of the O"Briens secms to have steadily declined from 1
gubmission of their great King Donaldmors to the English. Donough
Cairbreach, though a powerful chiel, and Conor Roe, celled in Jater times
of Siudainé, held Themond Ormond, and Eastern Desmond with diminis

Jendonr and men looked hopefully for the suceession of T
son, for hie was an adle gnd popular prince, * grest in action, with mi
gifts from the Holy Ghe f & graceful and towering
strength and egility of body and itude and Armuess of mind . . - there
was not an animal or cresture nader heaven he he ore than the
English race;’" but a year a ser the abortive attempt of the Trish to elect
a sSuprene monarch at Caoluisgé, 1258, “the protecting and fourishing
bower, the graceful and resl vine, the young Teige wo untimely ont
down by death ' after Teige's death Erin died”® King nor woas
ahsolutely crushed by theblow; e refused to drivk, rejoice, or take cotm-
fort, and the malcenients of his realm finally rebelled agaiost him.

§ He sent his seeond son Brign * the red” tosubdue the district beyond
the Shannop, sad, with only his household guards and the forces of
Tonongh O'Dea, Prince of Kize Fermaio, left the great earthen palace
which he had built st Torrozd and marched against the rebels in the

— e ——————

1.6 Cathreim Thordhe igh.”’ This work, which 1 take as the foundation of my
Paper, wos wiitten in 1459 by John, son of Rory Mac Grath, historian of Thomo
He usee 0id antborities and poerns, and his history tallies perfectly with all the Anmals
and State Papers ] have yet seen, £ven in very incidental matters. The T.€.D., copy
was made from 2 medigral book s 1721, by the learned Antiquary, Andrew b ‘Curtin,
of Corofin, for Teige M‘Namara, of Faoneg, & Gneal descendant of the chiefs of Clan
Cuilen, and whose interest in antiquities is shown by hiy restoration of {be mopuments
of Quin Abbey, 1714, Bes als irTy, ¢ Manuseript Materiale, p. 234, lecture 3
The R.1.A possesses o M £ part of the Cathreiz dating 1609, The cont
of the Annals of ipisfallen, R.J.A., 23, F. 9, are practically an abhreviation of
1 scldom cite from them. The MES. 1o which my notes refer is R.1.A. 14, B2
SOOI i amen e the O Gorman MES.
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Burren ; tavaging Dubh Gleann (Glen na Mannagh) he erossed the ford of
the skulls {Beal a clogaidl) at the head of Pouldoody E.mmw, and Eﬂnrmm
into the valiey behind Ballyvaughan, when Conor Cazrach O'Loughlin feld
upon him in the wood of Siudainé, and, after an obstinate fight, Conor, kis
ot Seordin® and many others were slain,? and the monks of the Abbey of
Egat, Burren {Corcomroe or De petré fertile) buried the kiog on the North
side of the chancel® and put over him his effigy carved in biack marble
{which remains to this day), with his flowing hair and tunic, pointed shoes
and & religuary round his neck, his sceptre end crown sdorned with fleurs-
de-lys. Scon after he fell his son Brisn returned in trinmph, and was
inavgurated by Sioda Mac Conmara, the hereditary Marshal, et Moy
Adhar,* where & mound and rath east of 5 small brook with a pillar on the
opposite side, about 2 miles N.E. from Quain, mark ‘* where the kings of
Thomond were mode.” His election was unopposed, for his mephew
Torlough (Thoirdhealbhaigh) was young, o Brian reigned at Clonroad for
9 years {1267-1276) and fought the English end governed with a strong
hand. 1n 1276 Torlough, son of Teige Caoluisgé O’ Brien, revolted against
the king, hisuncle; he was aided by the Clan Cnilen under Sioda M Neill
Wao Cormara and the O'Dens (among whom he hadt been fpstered) and
they drove King Brian out of Clonrosd, falling on him unexpectedly. He
fled inte Hymbloid, where he had supporters, and after a conference they
decided to seek aid from the Normans, so Brien went to * Thomas, the
Tarl of Clare’s son, whe was of Engli
then Temmng ot Corlk,” WO nBdertock
i ThTer if he was prafted all ihat DAL O
Shestr wnd & Tme drawn trom Limerick to Athsollas.
Thomas de Clare, Governor of Londen, “wiEsersnt son of Richard Earl
of Gloucester,® and he {Thomas) having berae arms sgoinst the king af the
battles of Lewes, eventually through jealousy of De Montfert came over
to the Toyal side, and, in concert with Tis brother Gilbert,” arranged a plan
whereby Edward the King's son (whe was in their custody) escaped.
They provided a swift horse for the Prince, apd then, ietting the attendants
exercise themselves till their steeds were worn out, the royal captive
galloped away.® This brought them pardon snd favour insomuch thet the
Fing {Henry IIL) made Thomes his secretary {1}in 1271, Gilbert was
married to the Prineess Joan of Aere and Thomas de Clare got licence to
setile in Ireland 1269 (2), but did not do so till Edward’s return from the

1 & Anpals of the Four Masters.”

% Continuation of * Annnls of Inisfallen’”; older version M88., T.0.D., F. 1.18.

* 4 Cath.,” p. 15.

4 Mugh Adher in Toonagh parish, an frregular monnd pesr-shaped in plag, about
102 ft. x 8%, and 20 feet at its grontest height, with o fosse round it, Nearer the
ctrenm is & henp of stones, and & sbort distance from the opposite bank, g pillar 67 47
high, 3 2" wide, possibly s+ the pillar of numerous hosts’ of the Cathreim. The
Ann, 4 Masters record the outting down of the tree of Magh Adhar, first by Melsechw
lain M Domhnell, 981, and again by Hugh 0'Conar, 1051, Offlaberty {Ogygls, vol. 5.,
pt. 8, eap. Wm.yumwu it takes ite name from the Belgians (Firbolgs). =

£ Cath,,'t p. 1B, .

¢ The The Olares traced descent from Geoffrey, illegitimate son of Richard Duke of
Kormandy, whose grandson Tiichard accompenicd Wiliam the Congueror to England,
and got lands near TFunbridge, whence the former surnsme of © De Tonebruge,”
They seem to have been looked on with suspicion by the Plantagenets, .

7 Qassell's “ History,” vol 1., cap. TV.
& 5 Hume,” chap. xit.
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Heoly Land and coronation in 1274:* he had married Julinns, one of the
daughters of Maurice Lord Desmond and Fmmeline, daughter of Lord
Salisbury, and got a grant of Maurice’s lands in trust (3) from Prine
Edward. These he regranted to Sir W.deValence, allowing es part payment
a sum of £500, paid hiw in the Holy Land (4). He had a nominal right
to Thomond, for Robert de Musegros, a former grantee, had surrendered
Tradree,? 0’Cormock and his castle at “ Bonreth” to the king (conditionally
en being allowed the cost of repairing, provisioning, and defending the
_same. The justiciary gave (§) the hostages held by Musegros (8), whe
undertook to warrant the new settler'stitle, Geoffry de Geneville held the
lands in trust 1l Easter, 1276, when De Clare granted to Musegros the
safer and more satisfactory manors of Hampstead, Aldworth, Compton, {7)
and Alverscote? in England, (8) in exchange for Tradree, and the Idng
(who had granted Thomend to De Clare in fee the previous year) gave him
licence to enfeoff knights in the various lands (10} ; thus De Clare was
established in the angle made by the Fergus and Shannon as securely as
Edward, Xing of England, snd Boan, King of Thomond, could moke
him.*

The Englisk had succeeded in getting a footing iu Thomond even in
the reign of Conor. King Henry ITI had in 1221° granted for his life
*“The land of Tosmond ” to the  King of Tosmond " (Donough Cairhreach’
at a tribute of 130 marks ; but six years after the grantee’s desth, Henry
by a patent ab Westminster gave Tradree (the very distriet assipned to
De Clare) to Robert Musegros, allowing him to build castles on the same,
giving him 200 good oaks from Cratloe, and the right of weekly markets
and an spnual fair at Bunratty,” The cantred of Islands (including the
royal city and palace of Inis Clonroad) was given to John FitzGeflry the
justiciary ; next year Master Matthew, clerk to King Conor, made sn offer
to King Benry for Thomond (2000 marks entry and 100 per annum, 1600
and 200 per ennwm, or 300 per annam without fine of entry) complaining

1 Pembridge says e Clare came to Ireland 1274, and is followsd by Grace snd Cos.
‘Ware says wrongly 1276, Thesesls of Youghel, 1383 and 1626, bear De Clare’s ehield.
Lughad, son of Cas, A.p. 370, Ancestor of the Daloassinns, is eaid to have given
hie daughter Aeife in marrisge to 8 royal druid nawed Trod: Asifo nsked her father
for his patrimony, which he, in accordance with an oracle, surrendered to hey Lusband,
whence it was named Tredrighe (O'Curry’s Leotures, vol. ii., lect. x.). Maken,
brother of Brisn Boru, defeated the Danes at Tradree and Kilnasoola, before 873, and
Hugh 0’Coner wasted the distriet, 1052,

¥ De Clarehad a grant from the king of Alverscote, 1266, and from Nio Siphrewsst of
Bampstead, 1268 (Ual. Rotul. Patent vol. §, p., 40 and 43). They lay in Oxford,
Worcester, and Rutland {Abbreviatio ebart orig, vol, i., p. 25).

% Tre Clare’s ten grants here cited will be foundthus—No. I, in Cal. Rotal Pat, 7.
44, Anno, 1271, and from No. 2,in the Cal, of State Papers, Ireland, under these dates
1289, Ap. 8; 1270, March 80 ; 1273, May 3; 1275, Oct. 23 ; 1276, Feb, 12, March
2, May 13; 1275, Jan. 26; 1276, July 5.

¢ Among the nominal grantees, John Fitz Thomas held Cruehlid (Crughweld)
€ Cassin, and part of Corkemricht, wasted by the Frisk, 1252, John Fitz Geftry held
the captred of lslands at 43 marks, and Musegros held Tradree at half a reark, and
0'Cassin at 200 marks. Conor &' Brien used to pay 140 marks for Thomond.—(** Cal.
§t. Papers; Ireland).””

¢ Tracts, T.C.D., Fugel, M. ii. 34.

7 For the grants to Musegros see Cal. St. Papers, Irelond, under dates Jan. 11
1248, May 2, 125] {osks}, and Feb. 23, 1253; Camden says wrongly in his * Briten-

nin’’ that Musegros granted his Irish lands to the king, and the latter guve them to
Tivkard de Clare.

THE NORMAKS IN THOMOND. R8T

hat the Crown bailiffs were very offensive and troublesome and harassed
mgﬁ with lawsaits a¢ Limerick, sothe king bade the justiciary to desist
from these suite and take 100 marks secarity from the King of Hw“uﬁz_ém. A
few vears affer this(1257) therewas agreat war between Cenor (" Brien and
the English of Munster, whe were slaughtered and wasted by him ané his
gon Teige,? who, says MacGrath, ¢ did wcw@.&mn one cmﬁ:wm nation to Ewugw
the size of the mesnest hut in thet flourishing kingdom.”  Brian followed
i his brother's feoteteps and in 1270 tarned against the English and took
the castle of Clare* (Clar-atha-da-Coradk), but three years later Lord Des-
mond led & great srmy inte Thomond® and subdued Brian (ne doubt this
facilitated Torlough’s revolt). Finally King Edward confirmed De Clare io
Tre Musegros’ lands in 1275 (be being bound to the Crown in five knight's
fees)* which Brian Ruadh confirmed. The armies of King Brien, De Clare,
Fitzgerald, and the Butlers mustered one evening at the Thomond gate of
Limerick and by & forced march fell on Clonrvad Pelace ab early dawn ;
fortunately for Torlough he was sbsent in Corcovaskin (Moyferta and
Clonderlaw) receiving the fealty of the Mac Mehons, se Brian occupied
the deserted town and palace, and, beingjoined by the (' Gradies end othere
took the town of Quin {Cuinché) su important strategic post m.mw:mmn the
Mac Namarae snd necessary for keeping open the road to his Norman
aliies. Tt had a church, dedicated to St. Finghin and afterwards rebuilt
bv De Clare, massive, battlemented, with huge stone gutters and narrow
lomcet windows “af once achurch and a fortress.” The Normen eventu-
ally strengtbeéned hie position by erecting a fort on the eastern bank of
the stream’ a great court 120 feet square with walis nearly 10 feet thick
and round towers 40 feet brond nt three of its angles ; he also repsived
“{he Gelensive thick walled castle of lime and stove, .ﬂ?aw WEE 1
sheltered impregnable forbress, a wide whitewashed mansior, whick he
founded st the clear harboured mouth of the Raité”—Bunratty—-the
most historic tastle of a historic county. Brien then ravaged the O'Deas
and Clan Cuilen, but the latter collected their families and cottle sad
fed over the morthern border into the woods and menntains of Slieve
Eachty. . ) )
Torlough fled from Corcovaskin up the mﬁwmw?o. coast, resting a night
&% Tromra (the house -of Donald, son of Teige Aluinn (’Brien) opposite
Mutton Islend, He tookrefuge firsi in Corcomroeand then among the Clan
Cuilen, and won over the De Burghoes (who were jealous of De Clare), the
Siol Anarachedha {O'Madagans) and the O’Eeliys of Hy Many: he was also
joined by some of the MMehons, O'Gormans, and the sons of O_wﬁm& of
romre, . Feuds now broke out aleng the border, snd the Clan Cuilen so

LR f the Four Masters.”

2 H.wwwm.woomﬁmmu occurrence of the name * Clare™ for m..waﬁou.m than M'Grath,
1459, who also ealls the Abbey of Forgy by that nawe, a8 does .wgw&twrm.ww.m exemplifi-
eation of Donsldmore’s charter, 1461, The name, no doubt, s derivable from the plack
bridge at the important Castle of ©* Clas ™’ tand not from the Normans) ; nor ¢id it finally
dispiace  Thomend " till fur down the 17th century. .

3 < Anpals of Clonmacnoise ; ** Annals of the Four Masters.

4 ¢ (gl, State Papers,’’ No, 1192, i

4Tt mww_wmﬁ@q &@mﬂaﬂ existia 1278, bul was gm»wm.woum 1280, end burned Hmcw,. 1t
probably remained a ruia in 1318, as De Clare camped in the church. The Franoiscans
in later years utilized its ruins for the noble Abbey o it6 @6, See papers and plan in
our Journal, vol. ii., Series 4, by T. K. Deane, and vol. viil,, Beries 4, by 'H. J.
Westropp., The © anvals of Inisfallen,” T.C. 1. M8, vecord its building e 1279-80.

.
FOUR. B.8.AT., TOL. 1, BTH SER. ¥
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ravaged Tradree that De Clare had to meke a trench and wall from Latiosn
Creek to Rosmanaher, which was, of course, as efficient as the Roman wall
or Grest wall of China to keep out the wild tribes. Torlough and hi
forces entered Thomend from the North Hast through Kinel Ponghailé.
The enemies met for the first time at EM4 Greasain : a fierce but confused
battie turned against Briax, and numbers Toll on both sides ; amongst them
was De Clare’s brother-in-law, Patrick FitzMaurice. Bunratty was fil
with lamentation, and each fell his loss as if he Liad been their relat:
Brisn had fled thither and was at dinner with De Clare, when the latter'a
wife denounced the unfortunate king as the sole cause of her brother's
death and got leave {o hang him. He wos seized at the table ond brongit
out of the castle ; he was then ““bound to a stern steed’ and dragged 1o
denth ; his head was cut off, and the mangled body suspended by ifs feet
from a gallows. This frightful deed was aggravated by the mnusually
solemy elliance existing between the murdererend his vietim. “They had
swork to each other all the caths of Munster, as bells, relics of the safnts,
and bachalls . . . and for confirmation of this indissoluble bond . . . they
drew part of the blood of each otber which they putin a vessel and min-
gled together;”" nay more, at the sacrament they kad divided the host
between them. This hideons tale was used in the remonstrance of the
lxish chiefs to Pope John ZXTT. to show the treachery of the Eaglish.?
Some writerst say that soon after this-fhe Irish drove Desmend and De
Clsre into BlHeve Bloom {Slieve Banny, Holinshead and Ware) and beset
them till they killed and ate their horses, having finally to make an
ignominious surrender by promising fo meke satisfaction for Brian’s death
and give up Roscommon Castle, but the silence of the Irish suthorities on
an event 5o flatfering to their nation throws doubt en the story.

The murdered king left several soms, Donough, the eldest, was now
leader of the Clan Brian, and proceeded to revenge his father's death:
be very nearly succeeded. De Clare and & detachment of his troops were
&t Quin the following year (1278) when Donough surrounded them, and
driving a number of them into 8t. Finghin’s Church, burned it over their
heads. The ©* Annals of Clonmacnoise ” say De Clare was in the building ;
however, he with difficulty escaped to Bunratty with the loss of mest of
Lis men. He now strove to make & compact with Torlough, but the
prince refused, and going in haste to Mey Adhar, wes inaugurated king
by Sioda. The elever Norman then sent a flattering and hypoeritical
message to Donongh, who laid sside his resentment, joined his father’s
murderer and reduced Uaithné® and the Burren, the O'Loughlins and the

18

! Ann. Clonmenoise. The Ann. Four Masters say * drawn betwoen horses,”” The
Cathreim “* barbarously executed,” Fembridge ¢ O7Brene jnterficitur.”’ The letter to
the Pope, * Subito de mensa et convivio arreptum in cauda trahi fecit squorum, AwLpu-
tato quoque capite, iruncum corporis per pedes suspendi feeit in ligno' (Fordun's
mnomovwon_.acuw.

2 « Ann, Cloomenoise.”

* They say ‘‘In mejoris confederacionis et amiciti® signum, de eadem hostin
conseerata in duas divisa partes, neguiter communicavit{Dom Thomas de Clare Comitis
Gloverine frater).”

& Ware, Cox, and Leland,

¢ Caithne (Wethney or Owney, Co. Limerick) appesrs as held on Iense by De
Clare in 1283. Tts Abbot was ned for barbouring the Irish, Nov. 1290 (* Cal, State
%wwmmmq Ireland "'}, confirming M ‘Grath's statement as to its sympathy with the

TiEns.
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Mac Mahons, Torlough fled from Clonroad to the Clan Cuilen, and the
brave Biods, falling on the allies a¢ Quin, was elain, and his little treop
scattered ; his bard sings:

1t is sad, ob cheerful Sioda, whom none dare oppose in wer,
When you ceme te Limerick, and when Brian fled before your cavelry,
None could gainsay your fame, nor King Torlough's,
Derdly thy blows, und red thy dart at Megh Greasain,
1 count for ever and cannot tel! the number of thy deeds.
Many in Quin’s battle of swords, in the fight were 1aid supine,
Thy coming into Quin withont thy host, 1 cannot but greatly lament.”?

Covéba {Cumheadba) Mac Conmars, his son, wes chosen chief in his
stead : ‘*the choice was not a pebble instead of an egg.” Me, with
Torlough and the latter’s brother Donald, fied to the woods of Furroor
{Forbhair), and ss De Clare refused peace, they prepared for a raid.

Donald, the king’s brother, marched to Dromgrenchs, a wooded hill
near Clare Abbey, and fell upon Mahon O'Brien {an adherent of Clan
Brien}* and the Kinel Donghailé ((’Gradies), who, when they saw the red
striped banner of Donald, and the standards of Owney, Clan Cuilen and
Kinel Fermaic, fle¢ past Ennis, Jeaving it to the enemy, who massecred
the men, and carried the women, children, end cattle westward, but being
overtaken by De Clare and the Clan Brian, meseacred the captives and
elaughtered the cattle at Moin-na-saed, and escaping with diffcuity through
the woods, joined King Torlengh between Rath snd Dysert. After thia
cruel raid the king fled to Owney, and Covéha to Donaldmore Mac Carthy,
Prince of Desmond.  De Clare sent 1o offer & large sum for the surrender
of *Mac Conmara” (“‘son of the sex hound, or hero”). No, replied
Mae Corthy, 1 will not surrender the * hound against his will, for he does
not belong to me.””

Text year, 1279, De Clare collected o force at Fertain (near Talla),
but Denald fell on some of the levies at Ooill Driung, scattering, and
slaughtering them. He then sent their weapons, harps, and shields to
Torlough, and the broken shields eud golden spurs of the knights, in
derision, to De Clare, who lost heart, and after pretending to make great
preparations,’ tampered with some of Torlough’s allies; the king repaid
Lim by ravaging Tradree up to the town of Bunratty, and forced him to
recognise his title and banish Donaid. In the epring of 1280, M*Carthy®
effected a eompromise, Torlough was to keep eastern Thomond with its
fertile scil, its lakes abounding in fish, end the natural stronghelds of

. Blieve Eachty, and Slieve Bernagh behind him. Donough was given the

west, with its endiess forests, the sea shore and the defensible valleys of
Burren and Kinel Fermeic. It was no pert of De Claze’s policy to let

3 Cath.,” p. 36,

*Meahon was son of Brian, son of Donald Connachta, the brother of Donough
Cairbreach ; he lived to see the end of this war, snd was glain in 1520, The continuas
tion of the * Annals of Inisfallen ™ describe the fight of Clare Abbey as s bloody
glanghter of sl their forces.”

< Cath.,” p. 48; + Anp, Inisfallen,”” R.1.A. copr.

* Itid., p. b4.—John de Hiwys held his lands from De Clare on presenting s
pair of gilded spurs (% Cal. Btate Papers, Jreland’?).

¢ Also described {with a pious thankegiving for M‘Carthy’s safe return) in *f Ana.
Enisfallen,” T.C.D. copy.
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matters settle, 5o he summoned the English nobles to meet him. Burke
snd Butler marched through Teorlongh’s land from the north, end met De
Clare and Fitzgersld at Ticbraid-na-huinsion. Donough could not resist
joining them, so Torlough in alarm seat Donald, Dermot Mac Mahan and
Uovéha M*Conmara {under profection of Butler and the Earl of Tlster) to
stipulate for peace. De Clare strove to get them seized, but Butler
ineisted on keeping fuith; the English quarrelied and got inte confueion
“1ike o skein of tangled thread,” tili the Earl of Ulster, **a Solomen for
wisdom,” ordered hostages to be given to De Clare, and Torlough to be
confirmed in East Thomend, and the English retired.! Thie peace was
soon broken. Donald came to Quin to purchase wine for his brother’s
palace. Quin.seems to have been the frontier fortress of the Normans,
and being near Clenroad, an srmy could in & few hours {all on that
palace without having to march aieng the face of the hills held by the
Clan Cuilen. The prince had eompleted bis purchase, and the Irish and
garrison were peacesbly mingled near the Cestle, when s Normen
soldier, seeing Donald mounting his horse, struck at him with his lence,
and wounded him in the grom. Ia hisagony the victim struck his slayer
with a skean, and the Norman with diffoulty staggered back te the
castle, falling dead in the gate, Taking up their prince’s pearly lifeles
body {the lance projecting through his back) the O'Brisps rode off
pursued by the garrison. Thus died the brave but merciless Denald.

“ The son of Teige's death is Mimstar’s ruin,
Ko man dare challenge his wisth
‘When supperting the rights of the house of Teige,
1 see the eountry pierced, wide plains already red,
The fields red beneath their armies,
Their sutic flags and their faces red.
The sur Is obscured, the hills are Blighted,
The pure wind has fallen oo each soft plain and sea,
The fishes are disturbed, znd the feniznd’s harvests flonded,
TEere are cxies and groans aloud for the patron of the poor.
He was pierced by a stranger's lance,
Doneld beg O’ Brien, the combatant, with Javelins.
Donald of the swords, the fuir hero~branch of C#,
Who will ne'er be let roturn by the Son of the living God.””?2

De Clare and Donough then surprised Torlough, who fled as before to
Furroor, but soon came out of its defiles with so strong en army that
De Clare made peace, end, summoning the rivals before him--we can
faney the princes scowling af each other, and the crafty face of the
Machiavel of Thomoud a5 be addressed them—said,  Whichever of you
first attacks the other shall have my support.”” Torlough tock up the
challenge and ravaged Doneugh’s subjects, the O'Quins and (Dess,
thengh he had been fostered among the latter (however his foster brothers,
Tronough and Muiredagh O'Deaghad, were with him). The cost of this
m.‘mma_m war was £128 18s. 24., lent by Theobald Butler. Torlough, with
difficnity, brought his plunder to Slieve Eackty, for the people of Kinel

Ve Qah,” p. 60, 2 Ibid., p. 64,
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Fermaie,! cutnumbering his army, pursued, so that Covéha had fo cover
his retrent, Soon afterwards Torlough’s army ravaged Dubh Glean, and
routed an ambuseade 1sid by Donough, of whose followers they slew Conor
Carrach (' Loughlin and " Hehir, chief of 1bh Flanchadha, losing of their
own men Dermot M‘Mahon and Ansslas O'Grady,® and foreed Donough
back into the rugged snd Jomely hills, for Torlough’s mexn hiad ssquired
ap sppetite for fighting, *even though their faces were red and ther
hands blistered® by their exerfions; 7 thus the king got temporary
possession of the West. .

1282. Donough fed to Hy Fiachra,* and Torlough, having formed a camp
on Siieve Eiva® (8 Deld ridge north of Lisdoonvarna) irusting to Covéha
to keep peace in the Bast, was wnprepared for a foe, when the standards
of the prince appeared before the comp, and the royal forces, nol having
time to arm themselves, fled.  Torlough, with difficulty escaped, and
Donough was reinstated over Western Clare. - )

.1283.% Next-yedr u conference took place between the rivals near
Tstand Macgtath; on the west bonk of the Fergus, where it suddenly
widens inte the brosd estmary below Clare Castle. Dowough and his
men havigg drunk too much mead, sbused Torlough so gressly thut he
vowed vengeance, and winning over Doneld 0"Conor and Congallach
O'Loughlin {thereby winning Corcomroe from Donough) he took advan-
tage of a violent storm to desert the conference with his new wm.wm_.mg.mq
jntending to attack Donough's three houses ; the latter prince seeing this,
sprang on his horse, and with a few followers, attempted to retire, but
was set op by the Clan Torlengh, and after elaying Kennedy O'Brien and
wounding Mahon ('Loughlin, his horse was killed. The unfortunate
prince plunged, severely wounded, and in his armour, into the Fergus,
swolien by the recent storm ; many of Torlough’s men swam after him,’
others poured shewers of arrows over him; he lost streagth, and calling
to God for mercy, so that all his fnes heard, bo raised his heads to heaver,
and was swept vader by the current® His body was recovered and
buried. He was a courteous, merry prince, and encouraged learning;

3 Macgroth says expressly, **they took many towers,” contradicting the Teceived
opinion that except Bunmtty, Clare, Clonroad, and Rosroe, the other towers are of the
156th, 16th, and 17th centuries. .

2’0 Donovar thinks that the 0" Gradies were settled round Eilnasoole t21I 1818, but
they do not appear in De Clare's ¢* Inguisition,”” 1287,

‘Aneslas, sen of Malachi, was fourth in descent from Ghrada, or Bhrada, who gave
his name to the clan, and his descendant, Sir Denis {’Grady, or Brady, got a patent
of his estates, Jan. 6, 1543, and is ancestor by his son Jobn of the O'Grady of RKil-
ballyowen, and by his son Euagh, first Protestant Bishop of Meath, of the Bradies of
Rakeens, Co. Clare, and Myshall, Co. Carlow,

2 The Dalgais. suffered from swelied hands on other oceasions than Clontarf; some
artribute this fo their love of dsplay in decorating their sword.hilts with gold wire.

¢ Probably the Little district of Hy Finchrach, edjoining Burren and in the barony of
Kiltartan {Tribes and Customs of Hy Many), and not the grent Northern Hy Finchra.

% The seene of a battle of Jormac-ul-fads, King of Ireland, s.p. 238, Asmals Fous
M nsters,”

& The ** Pour Masters ™ say 1285, but De Clare’s leave of abaence in 1284 confirme
Macgrath in this date. The position of the conference is fixed by Forlough's retreat
‘< glong the estuary Westward," and Donough's death in the Fergus, ,

7 Nots how perfectly this scene corresponds to the spirited verses in Macoulay’s
« Horatiug,”

8 ¢ Cath.,” p. 86,
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he had reigned jointly with Torlough in Thomond for nearly seven
vears i—
“The death of Donchad is the logs of the learned, the grief of every bard,
Brion Rua's son of no timid fght, rweet were his wars in the west ;
The cold earth is now his bed, snd we his tribe are in sorrow,
We loved him as the onean loves the seurces of the Shannon.”

Torlongh was now sole king, and in 1284 defeated Donongh’s brother
Porleugh Oge, and took Ennis from him, sdding a stone castle to the west
entrenchments of Clonroad— )

¢ Torlough, of the full courts and numerous throngs,
Laid frst the stonee of my foundation deep
In Tznis, lying westward of Cluanruadh,
Where he let no men with ambition come.’

?

He was now undisputed King of ail Thomond (eave Tradree), and
plentiful harvests, calm seas, and fine westher favoured his reign.

Thomas De Clare, as if feeling his occupation gone, got licence to leave
Treland for three years to look after his English estabes {September 27,
1284).0 No soemer was he in Engiand than the tribes lodged & complaint
sgainst the English. Torlough received the deputation next epring in his
palace of Clomroad, snd in response wasted Tradree. De Clare was
detgined in England, having, besides his own concerns, to appear ing
lawenit st Easter, 1286, in favour of Cecilis, wife of John de Mysegros,
who claimed £120 out of Alverscote, which bad been granted by Be Clare
\ e %o her son Robert? The Norman, much enraged by the ravoge of his
, FES, &3 estates, returned and gathered another army. On August 29, 1287, Tor-
- lough met him within the borders of Tradree, and was again victorious.”

e Vs EQ? Lf De Clare was slain (it is eaid, by 2 blow of the king’s rassive battle-axe,
Y whick clove the shoulderat the neck through hie armour), and along with

L @ \\w . him fell 8ir Gersld Fitzmaurice, Sir Richard de Taafe, Sir Richard
Dexeter, and Sir Nicholas Teeling. The inquisitions taken after his death

are extant, and showthat he held large estatesat Youghal and Inchiguin,

Co. Cork, Ballyduwil and Moysvenielh, in Limerick, and Bunratty, worth

£857 11z 5d. per snnum.* He was succeeded by his som, Galbert de

Y

1 ¢ (al. Beate Papers, Ireland.”

2 T3id., No. 212 :

* +tAnngls of Clyn,”” Cox and Ware. The vontinustion: of the Ann. Inisfallen sey,
‘¢ The Earl Thos, de Clare who was the protector of 1he English in Munster, Gerald
Fitzmaurice, Hamw..m Taafe, Richd Decitir, and Nich Teeling were slain in a beitle which
they fought against Torlough son of Tadgh.” The date is taken from Sir Maurice de
Lee's deposition (** Cnl. State Papers, Ireland, 1301). Mr. James Frost, and Mr. George
Stacpoole Mahon, tell me they have failed to identify the battle field, and that no
tradition of De Clare exists among the peasaniry of Fradree, probably from the influx
of Englich settiers, ae the reverse is the case at Irysert and Coreomroe.

_ 4 September 18, 1287, (¢ Cal. State Papers, Iretand,” Ne. 459). This throws much
light an the Norman Colony; Gerald, brother-in-law of De Clare (** Fitzmaarice”), held
Roth Lathyn {Ralahine) at 4 morks. Ric de Affoun held Cathyroachim, Robert
Bagot of Dinany; Gilbert Peppard of Cwrigdir, £4; Peter Kingeat (7 Kingsale) of
Ealiymarkshan (near Quin), 13/4 ; Walter Russeli of Urlane, 66/8; Witer Flemyn
of Clenagh, 66/8; W. 5t. Alhac of Baltygirtheen ; John de Hiwys of Carihn
STRJEFTE gilt spurs end a pair of white ploves &t Michacimas ; Patrick de Layudperun
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0" Den’e Castle, Drysart.

§t. Finghin’s Church, Quin.

THE NORMANS IN THOMOND.




