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4.12.8 Another significant fact that  raises a serious doubt about the truth of 
 
Netaji’s death in the plane crash is furnished by the unusual conduct of Habibur Rahman 
 
As evinced by his non-communication of the above news.  If Netaji had really died in the  
 
Manner as alleged it was expected that he (Habibur Rahman) would as the only surviving  
 
Member of INA immediately report about it, more so when it related to the death of his 
 
Supreme Commander, to his superiors in the army and his colleagues in Bangkok,  
 
Singapore, Saigon and Tokyo.  His such conspicuous silence cannot be explained in any  
 
way except that he was playing a very vital role along with the Japanese army authorities  
 
in formulation and execution of Netaji’s escape plan. 
 
4.12.9 The next circumstance that makes the story of the accident suspect is the 
 
non-availability of any document of the air crash.  Even though the Japanese were in  
 
control of Taipei till October 25, 1945 (when the Chinese took over) and an inquiry into 
 
the accident was held as early as September 13, 1945 by a team of British Intelligence 
 
headed by Mr.Finney it does not appear that any attempt was made by them to look for  
 
the Airport records.  It rather appears from a letter dated June 4, 1956 addressed to  
 
Shri Dar, First Secretary, Embassy of India in Tokyo by Hisaji Hattori, Chief of 4th 
 
Section, Asian Affairs Bureau that no official Inquiry Commission to determine the 
 
causes of the accident in question was held (till then).  A copy of that letter is 
 
annexed herewith (Annexure-D/15). 
 
4.12.10 Another circumstances that militates against the story of Netaji’s death in 
 
the plane crash on August 18, 1945 at Taihoku and lends support to the escape plan is  
 
the message that was sent by the Chief of Staff, Southern Army to O.C., Hikari Kikan on     
 
August 20, 1945 to say that ‘T’ (code name of Netaji) had died as a result of an accident 
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and his body had been flown to Tokyo by the Formosan Army (emphasis supplied). 
 
4.12.11 The other impediment to the acceptance of the story of the plane crash 
 
is furnished by the evidence of Shri S.A.  Ayer ( SW 6/KW 29), ex-Publicity and 
 
Propaganda Minister of Azad Hind Government as corroborated by the relevant 
 
Passages of his book titled “UNTO HIM A WITNESS” (Exhibit 308).  It appears from  
 
the evidence of Shri Ayer that in the morning of August 20, 1945 while he was preparing 
 
for his journey from Saigon airport to Tokyo by plane he came across Rear Admiral 
 
Chuda of the Japanese Navy, with whom he had previous acquaintance, and he (Rear 
 
Admiral Chuda) divulged to him the news of Netaji’s death.  In this regard Shri Ayer’s 
 
Evidence supported by a passage at page 86 of his book reads : 
 
             “I had no chance to ask him for any detailed information because in the next few 
 
 moments I was aboard the bomber bound for Japan.  On the flight I was escorted 
 
 by Col. Tada, staff officer of Field Marshal Terauchi’s command and by Capt. 
 
 Aoki.  When we reached Canton at about 5 p.m. and halted for refueling, Col 
 
 Tada, through Capt. Aoki, told me for the first time that Netaji’s plane crashed 
 
 Near Taihoku (Formosa) on August 18 and that Netaji was seriously injured and  
 

succumbed the same night and Col. Habibir (sic) Rehman, who was not so  
 

seriously injured, was still alive and lying in a Hospital at Tahoku.  I told Col. 
 

Tada bluntly that neither Indians in east Asia nor Indians in India would  be 
 

prepared to believe the story of the air-crash unless positive proof was  
 

forthcoming and I pressed him to see that the plane took me to Taihoku so that I 
 

may have a chance of seeing Netaji’s body with my own eyes and be of some    
  






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































