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NOTICE .
7

With the Bhishmz Parva , nearly one half of the entire Mahabharata
is completed . The progress achieved is not inconsiderable , remembering
the encyclopædic proportions of the epic. The credit of the per
formance , however , in no way pertains to me. It is His only who,

in His own inscrutable way , has been pleased to compass His end
through an insignficant instrument , so that His glory may stand con
fessed before the sons of men ! May He, therefore , be praised , and
glorified with hymns from one end of the world to the other ! I am
now in mid -ocean , and it will take some time before I succeed in
crossing the other half , and enjoy the satisfaction of having taken an
active part in translating the fa

r
- famed work of Vyasa from a dead into a

living language . The beauty and elegance o
f the original , it is true , do

not admit o
f

translation , fo
r

the curse o
f

Babel fell with greater severity

o
n poets than o
n any other class of men . For all that , to the apprecia

tive reader even a prose version , such as mine , cannot altogether fail to

give glimpses o
f

the peculiar characteristics o
f

the original .

It has taken me over five years to g
o

through the first half ; to

complete the other half , would , perhaps , take more time having regard

to the difficulties o
f the Cånti Parva , which is one of the longest of the

eighteen books o
f

the Mahabhärata . Who knows , again , what revolu
tions these five years may bring forth ? The humble individual who on

a tiny raft has rashly ventured to cross the shoreless ocean , may him .
self b

e gathered to his fathers , and h
is place may know h
im

n
o more .

Many o
f the recipients of the translation may depart this life . These

considerations , weighing with me , have made me determine upon ex
pediting the work a

s

much a
s I possibly ca
n ; and if , for that object , I

have to pledge my last utensil , let the public rest assured , I shall by

n
o

means shrink from doing so . For the object mentioned above , I

intend , if means permit me , to double the establishment , both literary
and mechanical , connected with the English translation , so that , human .

ly speaking , I may b
e

able to bring the undertaking to completion a
s

soon a
s possible .

Although without resources o
f my own , I am not altogether hope

less that I shall succeed in completing my salf -imposed task . The

undertaking is fortunate in one respect , vi
z
. , in being under the foster .

ing care o
f many persons and personages o
f

note , individuals , whose
espousal of any cause will ensure success . They are , indeed , towers of

strength to the Datavya Bharata Káryalaya . First and foremost among
them , let me name him , the illustrious statesman and nobleman , who ,

uniting high intelligence with sterling worth o
f character , is surpassed

b
y

few , if any , of his great predecessors in the high office h
e

fills under

che Crown . His Excellency , the Earl of Dufferin , has been graci usly
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pleased to take a warm and abiding interest inmy humble laborg . Then ,

again , this institution counts the present noble ruler of Bengal amongst
it
s

active patrons and supporters . The uniform kindness which Sir

Steuart Bayley has shown to the Karyalaya has enabled it to tide over
extreme straits and stresses . Filled with many excellent graces , Sir
Auckland Colvin also has ever been ready to listen to the appeals I have
made to His Honor in the interests of the institution . Great and signal
also has been the support lent b

y

Sir Charles Aitchison , whose resignac

tion o
f

his seat in the Viceregal Council the Káryalaya feels as a

calamity not only to India but to itself . This institution bas also been
uniformly favored with the support o

f

other high officials such a
s

General

Chesney , the Hon 'ble Mr . Scoble , and many others . In Europe also ,

the English translation o
f the Mahabharata has been able to enlist the

sympathies of many noblemen and eminent personages . O
f

the former ,

I may be permitted to single out his Grace the Duke of Manchester , and
the Right Hon 'ble theMarquis of Ripon , that best friend o

f

India . O
f

eminent persons , I may name Dr . Reinhold Rost , the learned Librarian

o
f

the India Office , Mons . A . Barth o
f Paris , Mons . St . Hilaire , editor

o
f

the Journal des Savants , D
r
. E . Windisch o
f Leipzic , Professor

Herman Jacobi of Westphalia , and many other savants o
f

note . The
American people also have uniformly encouraged me with their sym

pathy in my arduous undertaking . Imay here specially mention the
names o

f Mr . W . E . Coleman o
f

San Francisco , Mr . H . B . Witton o
f

Canada , Professor Lanman , Professor Maurice Bloomfield , and many
other well -known scholars . The press o

f

India , Europe , and America ,
has also lent it

s powerful aid o
n behalf o
f the English Mahabharata .

In India , that veteran and able journalist and true friend of the Indian
people ,Mr . Robert Knight , editor of the Statesman , has given me the
greatest support . Nor have the editors of the Pioneer and the Civil
and Military Gazette been less eager to help me materially . From a

ll

this , I think , it will be evident , that there is small chance o
f

the under
taking languishing fo

r

want o
f encouragement and pecuniary support .

I humbly pray to Hari , the Supreme Lord of All , to smile benignly
apon His humble servant in the future , as He has done in the past , so

that , defying a
ll

difficulties , and setting all impediments at naught , I

may with the help of a favorable breeze cross the rest of the wide ocean ,

and a
t

last anchor safely in the harbour which is still beyond my ken ,

thereby realising the dream o
f my life , viz . , the completion of the

Mahabhārata o
f Krishna -Dwaipayana Vaysa into English !

PROTAP CHANDRA ROY .
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THE MAHABHARATÁ

DRONA PARVA . ..

SECTION I.
( Dronābhisheka Parva . )

Having bowed down to Nārāyana , and Nara the fore.
most of male beings , as also to the goddess Saraswati , must
the word Jaya be uttered .
Janamejaya said ,-—" Hearing that h

is

sire Devavrata o
f

unrivalled vigor and sturdiness and might and energy and
prowess had been slain b

y

Cikhandin the prince o
f the Pān

chālas , " what , indeed , 0 regenerate Rishi , di
d

the powerful

king Dhritarăshtra with eyes bathed in tears do ? : O illustrious
one ,his son (Duryodhana ) wished fo

r

sovereignty after vanquish ;

ing those mighty bowmen , viz . , the sons o
f Pāndu , through

Bhishma and Drona and other great car -warriors . Tellme , O

thou that hast wealth of asceticism , all that he of Kuru ' s race
did after that chief of a

ll

bowmen had been slain ! !

Vaiçampāyana said , " Hearing that his sire had been slain ,

king Dhritarāshtra o
f

Kuru ' s ráce , filled with anxiety and grief ,

obtained n
o peace o
f

mind . ' And while h
e
o
f Kuru ' s race was

thus continually brooding over that sorrow , Gavalgani ' s son o
f

pure soul once more came to him . Then , O monarch , Dhris

tarashtra the son of Amvikā , addressed Sanjaya , who had that
night come back from the camp to the city called after the ele
phant . With a heart rendered exceedingly cheerless in conse

quence o
f

his having heard o
f Bhishma ' s slaughter , and desirous

o
f

the victory of his sons , he indulged in these lamentations in .

great distress .

“ Dhritarāshtra said , 'After having wept for the high -souled
Bhishma o

f

terrible prowess , what , o son , did the Kauravas ,
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urged by fate , next do ? Indeed , when that high - souled and
invincible hero was slain , what did the Kauravas do, sunk as
they were in an ocean of grief ?16 Indeed , that swelling and
highly efficient host of the high -souled Pandavas , would , O
Sanjaya , excite the keenest fears of even the three worlds !!?
Tell me, therefore , O Sanjaya , what the (assembled ) kings did
after Devavrata , that bull of Kuru 's race , had fallen !'13
" Sanjaya said , - 'Listen , O king , with und ivided attention ,

to me as I recite what thy sons did after Devavrata had been
slaughtered in battle .18 When Bhishma , O monarch , of prow

ess in capable of being baffled , was slain , thy warriors as also
the Pāndavas both reflected by themselves (on the situation ).44
Reflecting on the duties of the Kshatriya order , they were
filled with wonder and jo

y
; but acting according to those duties

o
f their own order , they all bowed to that high -souled war

rior . * 15 Then those tigers among men contrived fo
r

Bhishma o
f

immeasurable prowess & bed with a pillow made o
f straight

shafts . And having made arrangements fo
r

Bhishma ' s protec
tion , they addressed one another ( in pleasant converse ) . Then
bidding Gangā ' s son their farewell and walking round him , " 7
and looking a

t

one another with eyes red in anger , those Ksh &
triyas , urged b

y

fate , once more went out against one another

fo
r

battle : 18 Then , b
y

the blare o
f trumpets and the beat of

drums , the divisions o
f thy army , as also those o
f

the fo
e ,

marched out . After the fall of Gangā ' s son , O king , and when
the best part o

f

the day had passed away , yeilding to the in

Huence o
f wrath ,with hearts afflicted b
y

fate , 40 and disregarding
the words , worthy of acceptance , of the high -souled Bhishma ,

those foremost ones o
f

Bharata ' s race went out with great speed ,

armed with weapons . In consequence o
f thy folly and thy

* The first line o
f

this verse , as read in the Bengal text , is certainly
vicious . I follow the Bombay reading . Instead of Aprahrishtäscha , the
Bombay text reads Prakrisktāscha , and for Viçãmpate it reads niçamya le .

The second line , as read in the Bengal text , seems to me to be correct ,

the Boʻnbay reading being objectionable . Nilakantha explains , that they

wondered , because the slaughter of even a reverend superior was not
sifa ! ; and they were glad , because that slaughter in battle opened to the
rictim the way to heaven : - T .
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son 's, and of the slaughter of Cantanu 's ' son ; the Kauravas
with all the kings seened to be summoned by Death himself .??
The Kurus , deprived of Devavrata , were filled with great an
xiety , and resembled a herd of goats and sheep without a
herdsman , in a forest abounding with beasts of prey . Indeed ,

after the fa
ll

o
f

that foremost one ' of Bharata ' s race , the Kuru
host looked like the firmament divested o

f stars , or , like the
sky without the atmosphere ; 24 or like the Earth with blasted
crops , or like an oration disfigured b

y

bad grammar , * or like
the Asura host of ol

d

after Vali had been smitten down ; 95 or

like a beautiful damsel deprived o
f

husband , + or like a river
whose waters have dried u

p , or like a roe deprived of ber mate

mountain -cave with it
s

lion killed b
y
a Carabha . f Indeed , O

chief o
f

the Bhāratas , the Bhārata host , on the fall of Gangā ’ s

son , 87 became like & frail boat o
n the bosome o
f

the ocean ,

bossed b
y
a tempest blowing from every side . Exceedingly

afflicted b
y

the mighty and heroic . Pāndavas of sure a
im , 28 the

Kaurava host , with it
s

steeds , car -warriors , and elephants ,
much troubled , became exceedingly distressed , helpless , and
panic -struok . 29 And the frightened kings and the common
soldiers , no longer relying upon one another ; of that army ,

deprived o
f Deyavrata , seemed to sink into the nethermost

region o
f

the world : 30 Then the Kauravas remembered Karna ,

who , indeed , is equal to Devávrata himself . All hearts turned

to that foremost o
f

a
ll

wielders o
f

arms , that one resembling

& guest resplendent (with learning and ascetic austerities ) . 3 !

And all hearts turned to him , as the heart of a man in distress

turneth - to a friend capable o
f relieving that distress . And , o

Bhārata , the kings then cried out , saying , - - Karma , Karna ! 84

The so
n

o
f

Rādhā , our friend , that so
n

o
f
a Suitd , that one who

is ever prepared to lay down his life in battle ! Endued with
great fame , Karna , with h

is

followers and friends , did not fight

AL

* Literally , like an oration teeming with unrefined expressions . - T .

+ I . e . , deprived o
f

robes and ornaments because o
f

her widowhood . - T .

. A Carabha is a fabulous animal ' of eight legs supposed to b
e

ptronger than the lion . T .
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fo
r

these ten days ! O , summon him soon ! That mighty

armed hero , in the presence of al
l

the Kshatriyas , during the
tale o

f valiant and mighty car -warriors , was b
y

Bhishms

classed a
s

a
n Ardha -rutha , although that bull among men is

equal to two Mahārathas 1
8
3
- 85 Even thus was h
e

classed

during the tale o
f Rathas and Atirathas , he that is the fore

most ( of a
ll

Rathas and Atirathas ) , he that is respected b
y

a
ll

heroes , he that would venture to fight even with Yama ,

Kuvera , Varuna , and Indra 1 Through anger caused b
y

this ,

O king , he had said unto Ganga ' s son these words : - As long as

thou livest , O thou o
f Kuru ' s race , I will never fight 18
7

If

thou , however , succeedest in slaying the sons o
f Pāndu in great

battle , I shall , O Kauravya , with Duryodhana ' s permission , re

tire into the woods ! 88 If , on the other hand , thou , O Bhishma ,

slain b
y

the Pāndavas , attainest to heaven , I shall then , on a

single car , slay all of them , whom thou regardest as great car

warriors 1
8
9
— Having said this , the mighty -armed Karna of great

fame , with thy son ' s approval , did not fight for the first ten
days . 40 Bhishma , of great prowess in battle and o

f

immeasur

able might , slew , O Bhārata , a very large number o
f warriors

belonging to Yudhishthira ' s army 1
4
1

When , however , that hero

o
f

sure aim and great energy was slain , thy sons thought of

Karna , like persons desirous of crossing a river thinking o
f
a

boat . 4 : Thy warriors and thy sons , together with al
l

the kings ,

cried out , saying , - Karna ! And they all said , - Even this is

the time fo
r

the display o
f h
is prowess ! * * - - Our hearts then

turned to that Karna who derived his knowledge o
f weapons

from Jamadagni ' s son , and whose prowess is incapable o
f being

resisted : * 4 He , indeed , O king , is competent to save u
s

from

great dangers , like Govinda always saving the celestials from
great dangers ! " " 45

Vaiçampāyana continued , - "Unto Sanjaya who was thus
repeatedly applauding Karna , Dhritarāshtra , sighing like a

snake , said these words . 46

“ Dhritarăshtra said , - ' [ I understand ] that the hearts of all

o
f

you turned towards Vikartana ' s son Karna , and that all of

you , again , sa
w

that son o
f

Rādhā , that hero of the Suta caste ,

ever prepared to lay down his life in battle , 47 I hope that hero ,
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of prowess incapable of being baffled , did not falsify the ex
pectations of Duryodhana and his brothers , al

l

o
f whom were

then afflicted with grief and fear , and desirous of being relieved
from their danger . * 8 When Bhishma , that refuge o

f the Kau
ravas , was slain , could Karna , that foremost of bowmen , succeed

in filling u
p

the gap caused ? 49 Filling u
p

that gap , could Karna
inspire the foe with fear ? Could h

e

also crown with fruit the
hopes , entertained b

y my sons , of victory ? ! " 50

SECTION II .

• “ Sanjaya said , — Then Adhiratha ' s son o
f the Suita caste ,

knowing that Bhishma had been slain , became desirous o
f res

cuing , like a brother , thy son ' s army from the distress into
which it had fallen , and which then resembled a boat sunk in

the fathomless ocean . " [Indeed ] , 0 king , having heard that
that mighty car -warrior and foremost of men , that hero of un
fading glory , viz . , Cantanu ' s son , had been thrown down (from
his ca

r
) , that grinder of foes , that foremost of al
l

wielders o
f

bows , viz . , Karna , soon came ( to the field o
f battle ) . When

that best o
f

car -warriors , viz . , Bhishma , was slain b
y

the foe ,

Karna speedily came there , desirous of rescuing the Kuru host ,

which resembled a boat sunk in the ocean , like a sire desirous o
f

rescuing his children .

“ And Karna (addressing the soldiers ) said , — That Bhishma

in whom were firmness , intelligence , prowess , vigor , truth ,

self -restraint , and al
l

the virtues o
f
a hero , as also celestial

weapons , and humility , and modesty , agreeable speech , and
freedom from malice , when that ever -grateful Bhishma , that
slayer of the foes o

f Brāhmanas , in whom were these attributes

a
s permanently a
s Lakshmi in the Moon , alas , when that Bhish

ma , that slayer of hostile heroes , hath received his quietus , I

· regard a
ll

other heroes a
s already slain ! In consequence o
f

the eternal connection ( o
f all things ) with work , nothing e
x

sists in this world that is imperishable . When Bhishma o
f

high vows hath been slain , who is there that would take upon

himself to say with certitude that tomorrow ' s sun will rise
When h

e

that was endued with prowess equal to that o
f the
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Vasus, he that was born of the energy of the Vasus , when he,
that ruler of the earth , hath once more been united with the
Vasils , griève ye , therefore , fo

r

your possessions and children ,

fo
r

this Earth and the Kurus , and this host ! * ?

i " Sanjaya continuod . - "Upon the fall o
f that boon -giving

horo o
f great might , that lord o
f the world , vi
z
. , Cāntanu ' s

son o
f great energy , and upon the (consequent ) defeat o
f

the

Bhāratas , Karna , with a cheerless heart and eyes filled with
tears , began to console (the Dhārtarāshtras ) . Hearing these
words o

f

Rādhā ' s son , thy sons , O monarch , and thy troops ,

began to wail aloud and shed copious tears o
f grief corres

ponding with the loudness o
f

those wails . When , however ,

the dreadful battle once more took place and the Kauravá
divisions , urged o

n b
y

the kings , once more set u
p

loud

shouts , that bull among mighty ca
r
-warriors , viz . , Kárna , then

addressed the great ca
r
-warriors ( of the Kaurava army ) and

said words which caused them greatdelight . In this transient
world everything is continually running (towards the jaws

Cof Death ) . Thinking o
f

this , I regard everything a
s ephe

meral . When , however , al
l
o
f you were here , how could Bhish

ma , that bull among the Kurus , immovable a
s
a hill , be thrown

down from h
is

car ? . When that mighty car -warrior , vi
z
. , the

son o
f

Cantanu , hath been overthrown , who even now lieth o
n

the ground like the Sun himself dropped (from the firmament ) ,

the Kutu kings a
re scárcely competent to bear Dhananjaya , like

trees incapable of bearing the mountain -wind . I shall , howi
ever , now protect , as that high -souled one d

id , this helpless
Kuru host o

f

cheerless mien , whose , foremost warriors have
already been slain b

y

the foe ļ1
8

Let this burden now devolve

o
nme . I see that this universe is transient , since that fore

most o
f

heroes hath been slain ' in battle . Why shall . I , then ,

cherish any fear of battle ? 7 . 14 Careering , therefore , on the field ,

* The sense seems to be , that when such a one hath been slain , what

is there o
n earth that is not subject to destruction ? Y
e , should , there

torė , grieve fo
r

yourwealth , children , & . c . , as things already gone . - T . .

: + There is a slight difference of reading in this sloka a
s it occurs in

*the Bombay text . The sense seems to be , that since everything is des

tined to death ,whý , should I fear to domy duty ? - T ,
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I shall despatch those bulls of Kuru 's race, (viz., the Pânda ?
vas), to Yama 's abode by means ofmy straight shafts. Regard ->
ing fame as the highest object in the world , I shall slay them in
battle , or, slain by the fo

e , shall sleep o
n the field ! Yudh - :

ishthira is possessed o
f

firmness , intelligence , virtue , and
might . Vrikodara is equal to a

n

hundred elephants in prowess ,

Arjuna is young and is the son o
f

the chief o
f

the celestials . The
Pāndava host , therefore , is not capable o

f being easily defeated

b
y

the very celestials , 26 That force in which are th
e

twins ,

each resembling Yama himself , that force in which are Satyaki

and the son o
f Devaki , that force is like the jaws o
f

Death ,

No coward , approaching it , can come back with life . ” The

wise oppose swelling ascetic power with ascetic austerities . S
e

should force b
e opposed b
y

force . Verily , my mind is firmly

fixed upon opposing the fo
e

and protecting my own party . " *

O charioteer , I shall today certainly resist the might of the
enemy , and vanquish him b

y

repairing only to the field o
f

battle . I will not tolerate this intestine feud . 19 When th
e

troops

are broken , he that cometh ( fo
r

aiding in the endeavour to rally )

is a friend . I shall either achieve this righteous feat worthy

o
f

a
n honest man , or casting of
f

my life shall follow Bhishma !

I shall either slay allmy fues banded together , or slain b
y

them ,

proceed to the regions reserved for heroes .200 charioteor , I

know that even this is what I should d
o

when women and

children cry for help o
r when Duryodhana ' s prowess sustains a

check . Therefore , I shall today conquer the foe , Reckless of

my very life in this terrible battle , I shall protect the Kurus
and slay the sons o

f

Pandu ! Slaying in battle a
ll my foes

banded together , I shall bestow (undisputed ) sovereignty o
n

Dhritarashtra ' s son ! 22 Let my armour , beautiful , made o
f

gold , bright , and radiant with jewels and gems , be donned ; and
my head -gear , of effulgence equal to that of the Sun ; and my
bows and arrows that resemble fire , poison , o

r

snakes . * * Let also

sixteen quivers be tied ( to my ca
r
) a
t

the proper places , and le
t
-

number o
f

excellent bows b
e procured . Let also shafts , and darts ,

and heavy maces , and my conch , variegated with gold , be got
ready . * + Bring also my variegated , beautiful , and excellent
standard , made of gold , possessed of the effulgence o

f

the totus ,
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and bearing the device of the elephant's girth , cleaning it with
a delicate cloth , and decking it with excellent garlands and a net
work of wires.25* O charioteer 's son , bring me also , with speed ,
some fleet steeds of the hue of tawny clouds, not lean, and
bathed in water sanctified with mantras, and furnished with
trappings of bright gold. Bring me also , with speed , an ex
cellent ca

r

decked with garlands o
f gold , adorned with gems ,

bright as the Sun o
r the Moon , furnished with every necessary ,

a
s

also with weapons , and unto which are yoked excellent ani
mals . Bring me also a number o

f excellent bows o
f great

toughness , and a number o
f

excellent bowstrings capable o
f

smiting (the foe ) , and some quivers , large and full of shafts ,

and some coats o
fmail for my body . 88 Bring me also , with

speed , O hero , every (auspicious ) article needed fo
r

occasions o
f

setting out ( fo
r

battle ) , such a
s

vessels o
f

brass and gold full

o
f curds . Let garlands of flowers b
e brought , and let them b
e

put on the (proper ) limbs of my body . Let drumsalso b
e beat

fo
r

victory ! a . Go , O charioteer , quickly to the spot where the

diadem -decked (Arjuna ) , and Vrikodara , and Dharma ' s son

(Yudhishthira ) ,and the twins ,are ! Encountering them in battle ,

either I shall slay them , or , slain b
y

them , my foes , shall
follow Bhishma ! 30 That force in which are king Yudhishthira .
firm in truth , and Bhima , and Arjuna , and Väsudeva , and
Satyaki , and the Srinjayas , that force , I think , is incapable o

f

being conquered b
y

the kings ! 31 If al
l
-destroying Death himself ,

with unremitting vigilance , were to protect Kiritin , still would

I slay him , encountering him in battle , or repair myself to :

Yama ' s abode b
y

Bhishma ' s track 1
8
3

Verily , I say , that I will :

repair into the midst o
f those heroes ! These (kings ) that are

my allies are not provokers o
f

intestine feuds , or of weak .

attachment to me , or o
f unrighteous souls . - ' 38 .

" Sanjaya continued — Riding o
n

a
n excellent and costly car

o
f great strength , with a
n excellent pole , decked with gold ,

auspicious , furnished with a standard , and unto which were yoked

excellent steeds that were fleet a
s the wind , Karna proceeded

( to battle ) fo
r

victory . 34 Worshipped b
y

the foremost o
f Kuru

* The last line is read incorrectly , I think , in the Bombay toxt . - T .
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ca
r
-warriors like Indra b
y

the celestials , that high -souled and

fierce bowman , endued with immeasurable energy like the

Şun himself , upon his car decked with gold and jewels and
gems , furnished with a

n excellent standard , unto which were
yoked excellent steeds , and whose rattle resembled the roll o

f

th
e

clouds , proceeded , accompanied b
y

a large force , to that
field o

f

battle where that bull o
f

Bharata ' s race (Bhishma ) had
paid his debt to nature , 36 - 38 Of beautiful person and endued
with the splendour o

f

fire , that great bowman and mighty car

warrior , viz . , the so
n

o
f

Adhiratha , then mounted o
n his own

beautiful ca
r

possessed o
f

the effulgence o
f

fire , and shone like the

lord o
f the celestials himself riding o
n his celestial car . ' " 37 -

SECTION II
I
.

" Sanjaya said , Beholding the grandsire , viz . , the venerable
Bhishma , that destroyer o

f all the Kshatriyas , that hero of

righteous soul and immeasurable energy , that great bowman
thrown down ( from h

is car ) b
y

Savyasachin with h
is celestial

weapons , lying on a bed of arrows , and looking like the vast
ocean dried u

p

b
y

the mighty winds , the hope thy sons ·bad

fo
r

victory disappeared along with their coats o
f

mail and
peace o

f

mind . Beholding him who was always a
n island

unto persons sinking in th
e

fathomless ocean in their endea

vours to cross it , beholding that hero covered with arrows that
had coursed in a stream a

s

continuouş a
s

that o
f

Yamunā , that
hero who looked like Maināka o

f

unbearable energy thrown

down o
n the earth b
y

the great Indra , that warrior lying pros :

trate o
n the earth like the Sun himself dropped down from the

firmament , that one who looked like the inconceivable Indra
himself after his defeat o

f

o
ld b
y

Vritra , that depriver o
f a
ll

warriors o
f

their senses , that foremost o
f a
ll

combatants , that
signal o

f a
ll

bowmen , beholding that hero and bull among men ,

viz . , thy sire Bhishma o
f high yows , that grandsire o
f

the

Bharatas , thrown down in battle and lying , covered with
Arjuna ' s shafts , on a hero ' s bed , Adhiratha ' s son ( Karna )

alighted from h
is

car , in great affliction ; filled with grief , and
almost senseless , * - * Amicted (with sorrow ) , and with eyes !
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troubled with tears, he proceeded on foot. Saluting him with
joined palms, and addressing him reverentially , he said , I am
Karna ! Blessed be thou ! Speak to me, O Bhārata , in sacred
and auspicious words, and look atme, opening thy eyes ? No
man certainly enjoyeth in this world the fruits of his pious deeds ,
since thou , reverend in years and devoted to virtue , liest on the
ground , slain (by the foe ) ? O thou that art the foremost one
among the Kurus,'I do not see that there is any one else among
them , who is competent ( like thee ) in filling the treasury ,
in counsels , in the matter of disposing the troops in battle
array , and in the use of weapons ? Alas, he that was endued
with a righteous understanding , he that always protected the
Kurus from every danger , alas, he, having slain numberless
warriors , proceedeth to the region of the Pitris !13 From this
day, 0 chief of the Bharatas , the Pāndavas , excited with wrath ,
will slaughter the Kurus like tigers slaying deer 12

4

'Today the
Kauravas , acquainted with the force o

f Gāndiva ' s twang , will
regard Savyasāchin , like the Asuras regarding the wielder of

the thunder -bolt , with terror ! " Today the noise , resembling
that of heaven ' s thunder , of the arrows shot from Gāndiva ,will
inspire the Kurus and other kings with great terror ! 16 Today ,

O hero , like a raging conflagration o
f

ficrce flames consuming a

forest , the shafts of Kiritin will consume the Dhārtarāshtras !

In those parts of the forest through which fire and wind march
together , they bưin al

l

plants and creepers and trees : With
out doubt , Pārtha is even like a swelling fire , and , without

doubt , О tiger among men , Krishna is like the wind . ' Hear
ing the blare o

f Pānehajanya and the twang o
f Gāndiva , all

the Kaurava troops , O Bhārata , will b
e inspired with fear ! 3° 0

hero , without thee , the kings will never b
e able to bear the

rattle o
f

the ape -bannered ca
r

belonging to that grinder o
f foes

when h
e will advance (upon them ) ! Who amongst the kings ,

save thyself , is competent to battle with that Arjuna whose

feats , as described b
y

the wise , are a
ll superhuman ? * * Super

human was the battle that h
e fought with the high -souled

(Mahādeva ) o
f three eyes ! From him h
e

obtained a boon

that is unattainable b
y

persons o
f

unsanctified souls . De
lighting in battle , that son of Pandu is protected b
y

Mādhavan
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Who is there that is competent to vanquish him who could not
be vanquished by thee before ,24 although thou , endued with
great energy , hadst vanquished Rāma himself in battle, that
fierce destroyer of the Kshatriya race , Worshipped , besides , by
the gods and the Dänavas ?2 Incapable of putting up with

that son of Pāndu , that foremost of heroes in battle, even I,
with thy permission , am competent to slay , with the force of
my weapons , that brave and fierce warrior who resembletha
snake of virulent poison and who slayeth h

is

foes with his
glances alone ! ! !

· SECTION IV .

Sanjaya said , - 'Unto him who was talking thus , the aged
Kuru grandsire , with a cheerful heart , said these words adapti

e
d to both time and place : S _ Like the ocean unto rivers , like

the Sun unto a
lt

luminous bodies , like the righteous unto
Truth , like a fertile soil unto seeds , like the clouds unto a

ll

creatures , be thou the refuge o
f thy relatives and friends !

Like the celestials upon h
im o
f
a thousand eyes , let thy kins

men depend upon thee 13 - 8 . Be thou the humiliater of thy foos ,

and the enhancer o
f the joys o
f thy friends ! B
e

thou unto

the Kauravas as Vishnu unto the dwellers o
f

heaven ! * De
sirous o

f doing what was agreeable to Dhritarăshtra ' s son ,

thou didst , with the might and prowess of thy own arms , O

Karna , vanquished the Kāmvojas , having proceeded to Rāja
pura ! Many kings amongst whom Nagnajit was the foremost ,

while staying in Girivraja , as also the Amyashthas , the Videhas ,

and the Gāndharvas , were a
ll vanquished b
y

thee ! The Kirā

ta
s , fierce in battle , dwelling in the fastnesses o
f

Himavat ,

were formerly , 0 Karna ,made b
y

thee to own Duryodhana ' s

sway . ? And so also , the Utpalas , the Mekalas , the Paundras ,

the Kalingas , the Andhras , the Nishādas , the Trigartas , and
the Vālhikas , were a

ll vanquished b
y

thee , O Karna , in battle 18

In many other countries , 0 Karna , impelled b
y

the desire

o
f doing good to Duryodhanz , thou didst , o hero , vanquish

many races and kings o
f great energy ! Like Duryodhana , O

child , with his kinsmen , and relatives , and friends , be thout
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also the refuge of al
l

the Kauravas $ 26 In auspicious Words I

command thee , go , and fight with the enemy ! Lead the
Kurus in battle , and givé victory unto Duryodhana ! Thou
årt to u

s
our grandson even a

s Duryodhaná is . According to

the ordinànce , al
l

o
f

u
s

also are a
s much thiné a
s Duryo

dhana ' s ! * 13 The wise , O foremost of men , say that the com
panionship o

f the righteous with the righteous is å superior

relationship than that through the womb . ' : . Without falsifying ,

therefore , thy relationship with the Kurus , protect thou the
Kaurava host like Duryodhana , regarding it as thy own ! ! 4

“ 'Hearing these words of hi
s , Vikartana ' s son Karna , re

verentially saluting Bhishma ' s feet , (bade him farewell and )

came to that spot where all the Kaurava bowmen were , View
ing that wide and unparalelled encampment o

f

the vast host ,

h
e began to cherish ( b
y

words o
f encouragement ) those well

armed and broad -chested warriors . " And all the Kauravas
headed b

y

Duryodhana were filled with joy . And beholding

the mighty -armed and high -souled Karna come to the field and

station himself a
t

the head o
f

the whole army , fo
r

battle , the
Kauravas worshipped him with loud shouts and slapping o

f

a
rm -pits and leonine roárs and twang o
f bows and diverse

other kinds of noise . ' " 17 – 18

SECTION V .

"Sunjaya said , Beholding that tiger among men , ví
z ,

Karna , mounted o
n his car , Duryodhana , o king , filled with

jo
y
, said these words : _ This host , protected b
y

thee , hath now ,

I think , got a proper leader ! Let that , however , be settled
now which is proper and within our power !

" Karna said , - — Tell us thyself , O tiger among men , for thou
árt the wisest of kings ! Another ca

n

never see so well what
should b

e

done a
s

h
e

seeth it whose concern it is ? These kings

fare a
ll

desirous o
f listening to what thou mayst have to say !

I am sure that n
o improper words will be uttered b
y

thee ! _ *

The second line of 12 is read incorrectly in the Bengal texts . Ins
tead o
f tathapi the true reading ( as in the Bombay edition ) is tavāpi . - T .
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“ Duryodhana said , Bhishma was our commander , possess
ed (as he was ) of years , prowess , and learning , and supported
by all our warriors ! That high -souled one, O Karna , achiev

in
g

great glory and slaying large numbers o
f my enemies , pro

tected u
s b
y

fair fight for te
n

days ! He achieved the most diffi
cult o

f

feats . But now that he is about to ascend to heaven ,

whom , 0 Karna , dost thou think fi
t

to b
e our commander

after him ? Without a leader , an army cannot stay in battle

fo
r

even a short while , thou that ar
t

foremost in battle , like

a boat without a helmsman in the waters . Indeed , as a boat
without a helmsmán , or a car without a driver , would g

o any

where , so would the plight be of a host that is without a leader . "

Like a merchant who falleth into every kind of distress when he

is unacquainted with the ways o
f the country h
e

visits , an

army that is without a leader is exposed to every kind o
f dis

trèss . ' Look thou , therefore , among all the high -souled war
riors o

f

our army , and find out a proper leader who may

succeed the son o
f Cāntanu ! " Him whom thou wouldst regard

a
s
a fi
t

leader in battle , him , al
l

o
f u
s , without doubt , will to

gether make our leader ! 18 _

- “ Karna said , - All these foremost of men are high -souled
persons ! Every one of them deserveth to b

e

our leader . There

is n
o

need o
f any minute examination . All of them are con

versant with noble genealogies and with the art o
f smiting ; all

o
f

them ars endued with prowess and intelligence . All of them
are attentive and acquainted with the scriptures , possessed of

wisdom , and unretreating from battle . * 14 All , however , cannot

b
e leaders a
t

the same time . Only one should b
e

selected a
s

leader , in whom a
re especialmerits . All of these regard one

another a
s equals . If one amongst them , therefore , be honored ,

the otherswill be dissatisfied , and , it is evident , will n
o longer

fight for thee from desire o
f benefiting thee 1
2
6

Thiş one , how

ever , is the preceptor ( in arms ) of a
ll

these warriors ; is vener

* Kuta -samhanana -jnána , i . e . , knowledge of Kula , as also o
f

sam

hanana , which latter , as Nilakantha explains , means the body . A

knowledge o
f

the body , of vital and other limbs , was possessed b
y

every accomplisbred warrior who wanted to smite effectually . . - T . -
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able in years , and worthy of respect . Therefore , Drona , this
foremost of a

ll

wielders o
f weapons , should b
e made the leader , " ?

Who is there worthy o
f becoming a leader , when the invincible

Dröna , that foremost of persons conversant with Brahma , is

here , that one , vie . , who is equal to Cukra o
r Vrihaspati him

self ? 18 Amongst all the kings in thy army , 0 Bhārata , there

is not a singie warrior who will not follow Drona when the

latter goeth to battle . * 19 This Drona is the foremost o
f a
ll

leaders o
f

forces , the foremost of all wielders of weapons , and

the foremost of a
ll intelligent persons . He is , besides , 0 king ,

thy preceptor ( in arms ) ? ao Therefore , O Duryodhana , make
this one the leader o

f thy forces without delay , as the celestials
made Kārtikeya their leader in battle for vanquishing the

Asuras . - - ' " 93

SECTION V
I
.

"Sanjaya said , - Hearing these words of Karna , king Duryo

dhana then said this unto Drona who was staying in the midste

o
f

the troops .

. “ Duryodhana said , - For the superiority o
f

the order o
f

thy birth , fo
r

the nobility o
f thy parentage , fo
r

thy learning ,
years , and intelligence , fo

r

also thy prowess , skill , invincibility ,

knowledge o
f worldly matters , policy , and self -conquest , by

reason also o
f thy ascetic austerities and thy gratitude , superior

a
s

thou a
rt

a
s regards every virtue , among these kings there is

none who can make so good a leader a
s thou ! 3 - 8 Protect thou ,

therefore , ourselves , like Vāsava protecting the celestials ! Hav

in
g

thee fo
r

our leader , w
e

desire , O best o
f Brāhmanas , to

vanquish our foes . * A
s Kāpāli amongst the . Rudras , Pāvaka

among the Vasus , Kuvera among the Yakshas , Vāsava among

the Maruts , " Vaçishtha among Brāhmanas , the Sun amongst
luminous bodies , Yama among Pitris , Varuna among acquatic
creatures , as the Moon among stars , and Uçanas among
the sons o

f Diti , so art thou the foremost of al
l

leaders

o
f

forces . Be thou , therefore , our leader ! O sinless one , le
t

* 1 . e . ,who will feel it humiliating fo
r

h
im

to walk behind Drona . - T .
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these te
n

and one Akshauhinis o
f troops b
e obedident to thy

word o
f command ! Disposing these troops in battle array ,

slay thou our foes like Indra slaying the Dänavas ! Proceed
thou a

t

the head o
f
u
s

all like Pāvaka ' s son (Kārtikeya ) at the
head o

f the celestial forces . We will follow thee to battle like

bulls following a bovine leader . ' A fierce and great bowman a
s

thou art , beholding thee stretching the bow a
t

our head , Arjuna

will not strike . 20 Without doubt , О tiger among men , if thou
becomest our leader , I will vanquish Yudhishthira with a

ll

h
is

followers and relatives in battle ! " _ '

" Sanjaya continued , - After Duryodhana had uttered these
words , the kings ( in the Kaurava army ) al

l

cried victory to

Drona . And they a
ll delighted thy son b
y

uttering a loud

leonine shout . And the troops , filled with joy , and with
Duryodhana a

t

their head , desirous of winning great renown ,

began to glorify that best o
f

Brāhminas . Then , O king , Drona
addressed Duryodhana in those words . ' ” 13

SECTION VII .

« 'Drona said , I know the Vedas with their si
x

branches .

I know also the science of human affairs . I am acquainted also
with the Caiva weapon , and diverse other species of weapons . '

Endeavouring to actually display all those virtues which y
e ,

desirous o
f victory , have attributed to me , I will fight with the

Pandavas ! Iwill not , however , O king , be able to slay the son

o
f Prishata . O bull among men , he hath been created fo
r my

slaughter : S I will fight with the Pāndavas , and slay the
Somakas . As regards the Pāndavas , they will not fight with
mewith cheerful hearts ! 4 _

"Sanjaya continued , — Thus permitted b
y

Drona , thy so
n ,

O king , then made h
im the commander o
f

his forces according

to the rites prescribed in the ordinance . And the kings ( in the
Kaurava army ) headed b

y

Duryodhana performed the investi

ture o
f

Drona in the command o
f the forces like the celestials

headed b
y

Indra in days o
f yore performing the investiture o
f

Skanda . After Drona ' s installation in the command , the jo
y

o
f

the army expressed itself b
y

the sound o
f

drums and the
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loud blare of conchs.” Then with cries such as greet the ears
on a festive day , with auspicious invocations by Brāhmanas
gratified with presents , with the hymns and songs of bards and
panegyrists , with cries of Jaya uttered by foremost of Brā
hminas , and with the dance of mimes , Droną was duly honored .
And the Kaurava warriors regarded the Pandavas as already

vauquished .”
" Sanjaya continued , Then that mighty car-warrior, viz .,

Bharadwāja 's so
n , having obtained the command o
f

the army ,

arrayed the troops in order o
f

battle , and went out with tły ,

sons from desire o
f fighting the foeto And the ruler o
f

the

Sindhus , and the chief of the Kalingas , and thy son Vikarna ,

clad in mail , took u
p

their position o
n the right wing ( o
f

Drona ) , ” And Cakuni , accompanied b
y

many foremost o
f

horsemen battling with bright lances and belonging to the
Gandharva tribe , proceeded , acting a

s

their support . And
Kripa , and Kritavarman , and Chitrasena , and Vivingcati , head

e
d b
y

Duscāsanā , strove vigorously fo
r

protecting the left
wing . 13 And the Kāmvojas headed by Sudakshina , and the

Cakas , and the Yavanas , with steeds of great feetness , proceed

e
d , as the latter ' s support . " And the Madras , the Trigartas ,

the Amvashthus , theWesterners , the Northerners , the Mālavas ,
the Civis , the Curasenas , the Cudras , the Maladas , ' the Sau
viras , the Kitavas , th

e

Easterners , and the Southerners , plac
ing thy son (Duryodhana ) and the Suta ' s son (Karna ) at their
head , forming the rear -guard , 16 gladdened the warriors o

f

their

own army and added to the strength o
f

the (advancing ) force ,

Vikartana ' s son Karna proceeded a
t

the head o
f all the bow

men . * s ? And his blazing and large and tall standard bearing the
device bf the elephant ' s rope , shone with a

n effulgence like that

o
f

the Sun , gladdening his own divisions . 18 Beholding Karna ,

none regarded the calamity caused b
y

Bhishma ' s death . And

* A substantial difference o
f reading occurs here between the Bengal

and the Bombay texts . Both have defects of their own . It seems to

me that Drona , as leader , proceeded in the van . Karna , when described

a
s proceeding a
t

the head o
f all bowmen , must be taken a
smarching a
t

the head o
f

the whole rear -guard . In that case , his position would b
e

immediately behind Drona ' s . - T .
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the kings, along with the Kurus , a
ll

became freed from grief . "

And large numbers o
f

warriors , banded together , said unto

one another , — Beholding Karna o
n the field , the Pandavas will

never be able to stay in battle a
0 Indeed , Karna is quite com

petent to vanquish in battle the very gods with Vāsava a
t

their head ! What need b
e

said , therefore , of the sons o
f

Pāndu who are destitute o
f energy and prowess ? 8 . The mighty

armed Bhishma spared the Pārthas in battle . Karna , however ,

will slay them in the fight with his keen shafts ? * — Speaking unto

one another thus , and filled with jo
y , they proceeded , applaud

ing and worshipping the son o
f

Rådhā . " As regards our army ,

it was arrayed b
y

Drona in the form o
f
a Cakata (vehicle ) ;

while the array o
f

our illustrious foes , O king , was in the form

o
f
a Krauncha (crane ) " a
s disposed , O Bhārata , by king

Yudhishthira the just in great cheerfulness . A
t

the head o
f

their array were those two foremost o
f persons , as viz . , Vishnu

and Dhananjaya , with their banner se
t

u
p , bearing the device of

the ape . The hump of the whole army and the refuge o
f a
ll

bowmen , as that banner of Pārtha endued with immeasurable
energy , as it floated in the welkin , seemed to illumine the

entire host of the high -souled Yudhishthira . ? That bamner

o
f Pārtha possessed of great intelligence seemed to resemble the

blazing Sun that riseth a
t

the end of the Yuga fo
r

consoming

the world . Amongst bowmen , Arjuna is the foremost ; amongsta
bows , Gāndiva is the foremost ; amongst creatures , Vasudeva

is the first ; and amongst al
l

kinds o
f

discs Sudarçana is the

first . " Bearing these four embodiments of energy , that ca
r

unto

which were yoked white steeds , took u
p

it
s position in the front

o
f

the (hostile ) army , like the fierce discus of Death upraised

( fo
r

striking ) . 30 Thus did those two foremost of men stand a
t

the very head o
f their respective forces , vi
z
. , Karna at the head

o
f thy army , and Dhananjaya at the head o
f

the hostile one . *

Both excited with wrath , and each desirous of slaying the
other ,Karna and Arjuna looked at each other in that battle . "

“ Then when that mighty car -warrior , vi
z
. , Bharadwāja ' s

son , proceeded to battle with great speed , the Earth seemed to

tremble with loud sounds o
f wailing . Then a thick dust ,

raised b
y

the wind and resembling a canopy o
f tawny silk , en
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veloped the sky and the Sun .34 And though the firmament
was cloudless , yet a shower fell of pieces of flesh , bones , and
blood. And vultures and hawks and cranes and Kankas , and
crows, in thosusands, ºs began continually to fall upon the (Kau
rava ) troops. And jackalls yelled aloud ; and many fierce and
terrible birds repeatedly wheeled to the le

ft

o
f thy army ,

from desire o
f eating flesh and drinking blood . * 37 And many

blazing meteors , illuminating (the sky ) , and covering large
areas with their tails , fell on the field with loud sound and
trembling motion : 38 And the wide disc of the Sun , O monarch ,

seemed to emit flashes o
f lightning with thundering noise , when

the commander of the (Kaurava ) army set out . " These and
many other portents , fierce and indicating a destruction o

f

heroes , were seen during the battle . 40 Then commenced the

encounter between the troops o
f

the Kurus and the Pandavas

desiro iš of slaying each other . And so loud was the din th : t it

seemed to fi
ll

the whole earth . And the Pāndavas and the
Kauravas , enraged with each other , and skilled in smiting ,

began to strike each other with sharp weapons , from desire o
f

victory . Then that great bowman o
f blazing effulgence rushed

towards the troops o
f

the Pāndavas with great impetuosity ,
scattering hundreds o

f sharp arrows . " Then the Pandavas and
the Srinjayas , beholding Drona rush towards them , received
him , O king , with showers upon showers ( in distinct sets ) of

arrows . 44 Agitated and broken b
y

Drona , the large host of the
Pāndavas and the Pānchālas broke like a row o

f

cranes b
y

force

o
f

the wind . 45 Invoking into existence many celestial weapons

in that battle , Drona , within a very short time , afflicted the
Pāndavas and the Srinjayas . 46 Slaughtered b

y

Drona like the

Dānavas b
y

Vásava , the Pānchālas headed b
y

Dhrishtadyumna

trembled in that battle . Then that mighty car -warrior , viz . ,

Yajnasena ' s son (Dhrishtadyumna ) , that hero acquainted with
celestial weapons , broke , with his arrowy showers , the division

o
f

Drona in many places . * * And th
e

mighty son o
f Prishata

baffling with his own arrowy showers th
e

showers o
f arrows

* Li
t
. , " placed thy army to their right , " i . e . , these birdswheeled to

the left of thy host , which is an evil omen , - T .
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shot by Drona , calised a great slaughter among the Kurus.“
Themighty -armed Drona then, rallying his men in battle and
gathering them together , rushed towards the so

n

o
f

Prishata .

H
e

then sped a
t

Prishata ' s son a thick shower o
f arrows like

Maghavat excited with rage showering his arrows with great

force upon the Dänavas . Then the Pāndavas and the Srin
jayas , shaken b

y

Drona with h
is

shafts , repeatedly broke like

a herd o
f

inferior animals attacked b
y
a lion . And th
e

mighty

Drona careered through the Pandava force like a circle o
f

fire .

All this , O king , seemed highly wonderful . 53 Mounted o
n his

own excellent car which (then ) resembled a city coursing

through the skies , which was furnished with every necessary
according to (military ) science , whose banner floated o

n the

air , whose rattle resounded through the field , whose steeds wera

(well ) urged , and the staff o
f whose standard was bright a
s

crystal , Drona struck fear into the hearts o
f the enemy and

caused a great slaughter among them . 64 - 65

SECTION VIIL

- " Sanjaya said , — Beholding Drona thus slaying steeds and
drivers and car -warriors and elephants , the Pāndayas , with
out being troubled , encompassed h

im o
n a
ll

sides . ' Then king
Yudhishthira ,addressing Dhrishtadyumna and Dhananjaya , said
unto them , - Let the Pot -born (Drona ) be checked , our men
surrounding him o

n all sides with care ! - Thus addressed , those
mighty car -warriors , viz . , Arjuna and Prishata ' s son , along with
their followers , al

l

received Drona a
s the latter came . And

the Kekaya princes , and Bhimasena , and Subhadrā ' s son , and
Ghatotkacha , and Yudhishthira , and the twins (Nakula and
Sahadeva ) , and the ruler of the Matsyas , and the so

n

o
f Dru

pada , and the (five ) sons of Drupadi all filled with jo
y , and

Dhrishtaketu , and Satyaki , and the wrathful Chitrasena , and the
mighty car -warrior Yuyutsu , and many other kings , O monarch ,

who followed the so
n

o
f

Pāndu , al
l

achieved diverse feats in

keeping with their lineage and prowess . Beholding then that
host protected in that battle b

y

those Pāndava warriors , Bhara
dwāja ' s son , turning h

is eyes in wrath , cast his looks upon it . "
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Inflamed with rage , that warrior , invincible in battle , consumed ,

as he stood upon his car, the Pandava host like the tempest des
troying vast masses of clouds. Rushing on all sides at car

warriors and steeds and foot-soldiers and elephants, Drona furi
ously careered over the field like a young man though bearing

the weight of years .' His red steeds, fleet as the wind , and of
excellent breed , covered with blood , O king , assumed a beautiful
appearance. Beholding that hero of regulated vows felling

them like Yama himself inflamed with wrath , the soldiers
of Yudhishthira fled away on a

ll

sides . And a
s some fled

away and others rallied , as some looked a
t

him and others stayed

o
n

the field , the noise they made was fierce and terrible . And
that noise causing delight to heroes and enhancing the fears

o
f the timid , filled the whole welkin and the earth . 18 And once

more Drona , uttering h
is

own name in battle , made himself
exceedingly fierce , scattering hundreds o

f arrows among the

fo
e . ? 4 Indeed , the mighty . Drona , though o
ld , yet acting like

a young man , careered like Death himself , O sire , amid the
divisions o

f Pāndu ' s so
n
. That fierce warrior , cutting o
ff

heads as well as arms decked with ornaments , made the terraces

o
f many cars empty , and uttered leonine roars . " And in conse

quence o
f

those joyous shouts of his , as also of the force o
f his

shafts , the warriors , O lord , ( of the hostile army ) trembled like

a herd o
f

kine afflicted b
y

cold . " And in consequence o
f

the

rattle o
f

his car and the streching o
f

his bowstring and the

twang ( f hi
s

bow , the whole welkin resounded with a loud noise . 18

And the shafts o
f that hero , coursing in thousands from his

bow , and enveloping al
l

the points o
f

the compass , fell upon the
elephants and steeds and cars and foot -soldiers ( of the eneiny ) . 19

Then the Pānchālas and the Pāndavas boldly approached Drona ,

who , armed with his bow of great force , resembled a fire having

weapons fo
r

it
s

flames . " Then with their elephants and foot
soldiers and steeds h

e began to despatch them unto the abode o
f

Yama . And soon Drona made the earth miry with blood . "

Scattering his mighty weapons and shooting h
is

shafts thick o
n

every side , Drona soon so covered all the points of the compass

that nothing could b
e

seen except his showers o
f

arrows . And
among foot -soldiers and cars and steeds and elephants nothing
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could be seen save Drona 's arrows. The standard of h
is

car

was all that could b
e

seen ,moving like flashes o
f lightning

amid the cars . * 23 O
f

soul incapable o
f being depressed , Drona

then , armed with bow and arrows , afflicted the five princes

o
f Kekaya , and the ruler of the Panchālas , and then rushed

against the division o
f Yudhishthira . 24 Then Bhimasena and

Dhananjaya and the grandson o
f Cini , and the sons o
f Drupada ,

and the ruler o
f Kāçi , vi
z
. , the so
n

o
f Caivya , and Civi him

self , cheerfully and with loud roars covered him with their
arrows . " Shafts in thousands , decked with wings of gold , shot
from Drona ' s bow , piercing through the bodies of the elephants
and the young steeds o

f those warriors , entered the earth , their
feathers dyed with blood . The field of battle , strewn with cars
and the prostrate forms of large bands o

f warriors and o
f

ele ,

phants and steeds mangled with shafts , looked like the welkin
covered with masses o

f black clouds . 27 Then Drona , desirous

o
f the prosperity o
f thy sons , having thus crushed the divisions

o
f Sātyaki , and Bhima , and Dhananjaya , and Subhadrā ' s son ,

and Drupada , and the ruler o
f the Kācis , and having grinded

many other heroes in battle , indeed , that high -souled warrior ,
having achieved these and many other feats , and having , O chief

o
f

the Kurus , scorched the world like the Sun himself a
s h
e

rises a
t

the end o
f the Yuga , proceeded hence , O monarch ,

to heaven ! 29 That hero possessed o
f
a golden car , that grin

der o
f

hostile hosts , having achieved mighty feats and slain

in thousands so the warriors o
f the Pāndava host in battle ,

hath a
t

last been himself slain b
y Dhrishtadyumna ! Having ,

in fact , slain more than two Akshauhinis of brave and un
returning warriors , that hero endued with intelligence a

t

last

attained to the highest state ! Indeed , 0 king , having achieved
themost difficult feats , he hath at last been slain b

y

th
e

Pānda

vas and th
e

Pānchālas o
f

cruel deeds . When the preceptor was
slain in battle , there arose in the welkin , o monarch , a loud
uproar o

f all creatures , as also o
f all the troops . Resounding

* The first line o
f
2
3 is read with a slight variation in the Bengal

texts . The words " nothing could b
e

seen save Drona ' s arrows " are add .

e
d here to make the sense clear . - T .
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through heaven and earth and the intermediate space and through

the cardinal and the subsidiary directions ,* -14 the loud cry - O
fres - of creatures was heard . And the gods , the Pitris , and
they that were h

is friends , alles beheld that mighty car -warrior ,

viz . , the so
n

o
f Bharadwāja , thus slain . The Pāndavas , having

won the victory , uttered leonine shouts . And the Earth treme
bled with those loud shouts o

f

theirs . " " 36

Section IX .

"Dhritarāshtra said , 'How d
id the Pandavas and the Srin

jayas slay Drona in battle , - Drona who was so accomplished in

weapons amongst a
ll

wielders o
f arms ? Did h
is car break ( in

course o
f

the fight ) ? Did h
is

bow break while h
e

was striking

(the foe ) ? Or , was Drona careless a
t

the time that he met with his

death blow ? How , indeed , O child , could Prishata ' s son , (viz . ,

Dhrishtadyumna ) the prince o
f Pānchāla , slay that hero incapable

o
f being humiliated b
y

enemies , who scattered thick showers o
f

shafts furnished with wings o
f gold , and who was endued with

great lightness o
f hand , — that foremost of Brāhmanas who was

accomplished in everything , acquainted with a
ll

modes o
f war

fare , capable o
f shooting his shafts to a great distance , and self

restrained , who was possessed o
f great skill in the use o
f weapons

and armed with celestial weapons , — that mighty warrior , of

unfading glory , who was always careful , and who achieved the
fiercest feats in battle ? 8 - s It is plain , it seems to me , that destiny

is superior to exertion , since even the brave Drona hath been
slain b

y

the high -souled so
n

o
f

Prishata ! That hero in whom

were the four kinds of weapons , alas , thou sayest that that
Drona , that preceptor in bowmanship , is slain ! Hearing o

f

the slaughter of that hero who used to ride h
is bright car covered

with tiger -skins and adorned with pure gold , I cannot drive
away my grief ! Without doubt , O Sanjaya , no one dies o

f

grief caused b
y

another ' s calamity , since , wretch that I am , I

a
m y
e
t

alive although I have heard o
f Drona ' s death ! ' Destiny

I regard to b
e a
ll -powerful , exertion is fruitless ! Surely , my

heart , hard a
s it is , is made of adamant , º since it breaketh not

into a hundred pieces , although I have heard o
f

Drona ' s death !
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He who was waited upon by Brāhmanas and princes desirous of

instruction in the Vedas and divination and bowmanship , alas,
how could he be taken away by Death ! I cannot brook the over
throw of Drona which is even like th

e

drying u
p

o
f the ocean , or

the removal o
f

Meru from it
s

site , or the fall of the Sun from
the firmament ! He was a restrainer of the wicked , and a pro

tector o
f

the righteous . " 1 - 48 That scorcher of foes who hath given

u
p

his life fo
r

the wretched Duryodhana , upon whose prowess

rested that hope o
f victory which my wicked sons entertained , 14

who was equal to Vrihaspati o
r Uçanas himself in intelligence ,

alas , how was he slain ? His large steeds o
f

red hue , covered
with net o

f

gold , 15 fleet as the wind and incapable o
f being struck

with any weapon in battle , endued with great strength , neighing
cheerfully , well -trained and o

f

the Sindhu breed , yoked unto

h
is

car and dragging the vehicle excellently , " always perse
vering in the midst o

f

battle , - did they become weak and
faint ? Coolly bearing in battle elephants while those huge crede

tures roared a
t

the blare o
f

conchs and the beat o
f drums ,

unmoved b
y

twang o
f bows and showers o
f arrows and other

Weapons , foreboding the defeat of foes b
y

their very appearance ,
never drawing long breaths ( in consequence o

f

toil ) , above a
ll

fatigue and pain , 17 - 18 were those fleet steeds that drew the car o
f

Bharadwāja ' s son soon overpowered ? Even such were the steeds
yoked unto his golden car ! Even such were the steeds yoked

thereto b
y

that foremost o
f

human heroes ! ! ! Mounted o
n his own

excellent car decked with pure gold , why , O son , could he not

cross the sea o
f the Pāndava army ? 20 What feats were achieved

in battle b
y

Bharadwāja ' s son , that warrior who always drew
tears from other heroes , and upon whose knowledge ( of weapons )

a
ll

the bowmen of the world rely ? al Firmly adhering to truth ,

and endued with great might , what , indeed , d
id Drona achieve

in battle ? Who were those ca
r
-warriors that advanced in

battle against that achiever o
f

fierce deeds , that foremost of all

wielders o
f

the bow , that first of heroes , wh ) resembled Cakra
himself in heaven ? Did the Pāndavas fl

y away , beholding h
im

o
f

the golden car , 22 - 23 him , vi
z
. , of mighty strength who invoked

into existence celestial weapons ? Or , d
id king Yudhishthira

the just , with his younger brothers , and having the prince o
f
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Pānchāla (Dhrishtadyumna ) fo
r

his binding chord , * attack
Drona , surrounding him with h

is troops o
n a
ll

sides ? Verily ,

Pārtha must have , with h
is straight shafts , checked a
ll

the other

car -warriors , 24 - 25 and then Prishata ' s son o
f

sinful deeds must

have surrounded Drona . I do not se
e

any other warrior , save
the fierce Dhrishtadyumna protected b

y

Arjuna , who could
have compassed the death o

f that mighty hero ! It seems that
when those heroes , viz . , the Kekayas , the Chedis , the Kāru
shas , the Matsyas , and the other kings , surrounding the pre
ceptor , pressed him exceedingly like ants pressing upon a snake ,

while h
e

was engaged in some difficult feat , the wretched
Dhrishtadyumna must have slain him then ! This is what

I think ! He who , having studied the four Vedas with their
branches and the histories forming the fifth (Veda ) , 26 - 39

became th
e

refuge o
f

the Brāhmanas a
s the ocean is o
f rivers ,

that scorcher o
f foes who lived both a
s
a Brāhmana and

a Kshatriya , sº alas , how could that Brāhmana , reverend in

years ,meet with h
is

end a
t

the edge o
f
a weapon ? O
f
a proud

spirit , hewas yet often humiliated and had to suffer pain o
n my

account ! 3 However undeserving o
f it , he yet attained a
t
the

hands of Kunti ' s son , the fruit of his own conduct . t Hé upon
whose feats depend all wielders of bows in the world , alas , how

could that hero , firmly adhering to truth and possessed o
f great

skill , be slain b
y

persons desirous o
f affluence ? Foremost in

the world like Cakra himself in heaven , of great might and
great energy , 33 alas , how could h

e

b
e

slain b
y

the Pārthas like

the smaller fish slaying the whale ? He from whose presence

n
o warrior desirous o
f victory could ever escape with life , he

whom , while alive , these two sounds never left , 34 - 35 viz . , the
sound o

f

the Vedas b
y

those desirous of Vedic lore , and th
e

twang o
f

bows caused b
y

those desirous o
f skill in bowman

ship , he who was never cheerless , alas , that tiger among men ,

that hero endued with prosperity and never vanquished in

* Probably , a ready instrument . - T .

+ The sense seems to b
e

that having carefully trained Arjuna in arms ,

h
e

has got the fruit of hi
s

care and labour in the form o
f

defeat and
death a
t

the hands o
f , or , at least , through , his own pupil . - T .
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battle ," that warrior of prowess equal to that of the lion or the
elephant, hath been slain ! Verily , I cannot brook the idea of his

death ! How could Prishata ' s son , in the very sight of foremosti

o
f

men , slay in battle that invincible warrior whosemight was
never humiliated and whose fame was never tarnished ? Who

were they that fought in Drona ' s van , protecting him , standing
by his side 737 - 38 Who proceeded in his rear and obtained that

end which is so difficult o
f

attainment ? Who were those high

souled warriors that protected the right and the left wheels o
f

Drona ? 89 Who were in the van o
f that hero while h
e struggled

in battle ? Who were they that , reckless of their lives o
n that

occasion , met with Death which stood face to face with them ? 4
9

Who were those heroes that went the last journey in Drona ' s

battle ? Did any of those Kshatriyas that were assigned fo
r

Drona ' s protection , proving false , abandon that hero in battle ?

Was he slain b
y

the fo
e

after such abandonment and while alone ?

Drona vould never , from fear , show his back in battle , however
great the danger ! How then was h

e

slain b
y

the fo
e
? Even

in great distress , O Sanjaya , an illustrious person should d
o

this ,
viz . , put forth his prowess according to the measure o

f

his

might ! All this was in Drona : O child , I am losing my
senses ! Let this discourse b

e suspended fo
r

a while ! After
regaining my senses I will once more ask thee , O Sanjaya ! » 41 - 46

SECTION X .

Vaiçampāyana said , "Having addressed the Suta ' s so
n

in

this way , Dhritarăshtra , afflicted with excessive grief of heart
and hopeless o

f h
is

son ' s victory , fell down o
n the ground :

Beholding him deprived o
f

his senses and fallon down , hi
s

attendants sprinkled h
im with perfumed and cold water , fan

ning him the while . ' Seeing him fallen , the Bharata ladies ,

O king , surrounded him o
n a
ll

sides and gently rubbed h
im

with their hands . And slowly raising the king from the

ground , those royal ladies , their voices choked in tears , seated
him o

n his séat . * Seated , the king continued to be under the
influence o

f that swoon . And h
e remained perfectly motion

less , while they fanned him standing around , And a tremour
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then passed over the monarch 's body and he slowly regained his
senses. And once more he began to interrogate Gavalgana 's
son of the Suta caste about the incidents

, as they occurred ,

of the battle .
" Dhritarāshtra said , - '[ That Ajātaçatru ] who , like the risen

Sun , dispelleth darkness by his own light ; who (rusheth against

a foe ) as a swift and angry elephant with rent temples
, incapable

of being vanquished by hostile leaders of herds, rusheth against

a rival proceeding with cheerful face towards a female of the

species in rut, O ,what warrior (ofmy army) resisted that Ajāta

çatru as he came, fo
r

keeping him away from Drona ? * That

hero , that foremost o
f persons , who hath slain many brave

warriors ( of my army ) in battle , 7 - 9 that mighty -armed and
intelligent and courageous prince o

f

unbaffled prowess , who , un

assisted b
y any one , can consume the entire host o
f Duryodhana

b
y

means of his terrible glances alone , 10 that slayer b
y

his eyes ,

that one bent on winning victory , that bowman , that hero o
f

unfading glory , that self -restrained monarch who is revered

b
y

the whole world , O , who were those heroes ( of my army )

that surrounded that warrior ? fu That invincible prince , that
bowman o

f unfading glory , that tiger among men , that so
n

o
f

Kunti ,who advancing with great celerity came upon Drona ,

that mighty warrior who always achieves grand feats upon the

fo
e , that hero o
f gigantic frame and great courage who in

strength is equal to te
n

thousand . elephants , O , what brave

combatants o
f my army surrounded that Bhimasena a
s

h
e

rushed upon my host ? 13 – 14 When that car -warrior o
f exceeding

energy , vi
z
. , Vibhatsu , looking like a mass o
f clouds , came ,

creating thunder -bolts like the clouds themselves , 15 shooting

showers o
f

arrows like Indra pouring rain , and making a
ll

the

points o
f the compass resound with the slap o
f his palms and

* This sentence comprises 7 , 8 , and the first line of 9 . I have follow .

e
d the exact order o
f the original . The peculiarity o
f

the Sanskrit

construction is that the nominative Pronoun is made to stand in apposi .

tion with a noun in the objective case . Thewhole o
f

this Section con

tainsmany such sentences . - T .

+ 1
0

and 1
1 also refer to Ajātaçatru . - T .
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the rattle of his car -wheels , when that hero whose bow was like
the lightning 's flash and whose car resem bled a cloud having
for it

s

roars the rattle of it
s

wheels , (when that hero came ) the
whizz o

f

whose arrows made him exceedingly fierce , ? ? whose
wrath resembles a

n awful cloud , and who is fleet a
s the mind

o
r

the timpest , who always pierces the foe deep into h
is very

vitals , who , armed with shafts , is terrible to look a
t , who liko

Death himself bathes a
ll

the points o
f

the compass with human

blood in profusion , and who ,with fi erce uproar and awful visage ,

wielding the bow Gāndiva , incessantly pours o
n my warriors .

headed by Duryodhana sh afts whetted o
n stone and furnished

with vulturine feathers , alas , when that hero o
f

great intelli
gence came upon you ,what became the state o

f your minds ? 18 - 20 , ;

When that warrior having the huge ape o
n his banner came ,

obstructing the welkin with dense showers o
f

arrows , what be
came the state o

f your minds a
t sight of that Pārtha ? al Did

Arjuna advance upon you , slaying your troops with the twang of

Gandiva and achieving fierce feats on the way ? a ? Did Dhanan
jaya take , with his shafts , your lives , like the tempest destroy
ing gathering masses o

f

clouds o
r felling forests o
f

reeds , blow
ing through them ? : 3 What man is there that is capable o

f

bear

ing in battle the wielder o
f

Grändiva ? Hearing only that h
e
is

stationed a
t

the head o
f

the (hostile ) force , the heart o
f every

fo
e

seems to rend in twain ! 24 In that battle in which the

troops trembled and even heroes were struck with fear ,who were
they that did not abandon Drona , and who were those cow
ards that abandoned him from fear ? 25 Who were they that ,

reckless o
f

their lives , met Death himself standing face to face

with them in the shape o
f Dhananjaya who hath vanquished

even superhuman combatants in battle ? 26 My troops are
incapable o

f bearing the impetus o
f

that warrior having white
steeds yoked unto his car and the twang o

f

Gāndiva thata

resembles the roll o
f

the very clouds ? 2 ? That car which has

Vishnu himself for its driver and Dhananjaya fo
r

it
s

warrior ,

that car I regard to be incapable of being vanquished b
y

the
very gods and the Asuras united together 1

2
8

Delicate , young ,

and brave , and of a very handsome countenance , that son o
f

Pāndu who is gifted with intelligence and skill and wisdom and
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whose prowess is incapable of being baffled in battle,29 when
that Nakula with loud noise and afflicting a

ll

hostile warriors ,

rushed a
t

Drona , what heroes ( of my army ) surrounded him ? so

Whọn Sahadeva who resembles a
n angry snake o
f

virulent

poison , when that hero owning white steeds and invincible in

battle , observant of laudable vows , incapable of being bafiled in

his purposes , gifted with modesty , and never vanquished in

fight , came upon u
s , what heroes ( of our army ) surrounded

him ? 8
1 - 28 That warrior who , having crushed the mighty host

o
f the Suivira king , took fo
r

his wife the beautiful Bhoja

muiden o
f symmetrical limbs , 33 that bull among men , viz . , Yu

yudhāna , in whom are always truth and firmness and bravery

and Brahmacharya , 34 that warrior gifted with great might ,

always practising truth , never cheerless , never vanquished ,

who in battle is equal to Vāsudeva and is regarded a
s

his

second self , * * who , through Dhananjaya ' s instructions , hath
become foremost in the use o

f

arrows , and who is equal to

Pārtha himself in weapons , O , what warrior ( of my army )

resisted that Satyaki , fo
r

keeping h
im away from Drona ? 36

The foremost hero among the Vrishnis , exceedingly brave
among a

ll

bowmen , equal to Rāma himself in (knowledge and

use o
f
) weapons and in prowess and fame , $ 7 (know , O Sanjaya ,

that ) truth and firmness , and intelligence , and heroism , and
knowledge o

f

Brahma , and high weapons , are a
ll

in him

(Sătyaki ) of the Sātwata race a
s the three worlds are in

Keçava ! 34 What heroes ( o
fmy army ) , approaching that mighty

bowman , viz . , Sātyaki , possessed o
f a
ll

these accomplishments

and incapable o
f being resisted b
y

th
e

very gods , surrounded
him ? 5

8 The foremost among the Panchālas , possessed o
f

heroism , high -born and the favorite o
f all high -born heroes ,

ever achieving good deeds in battle , viz . , Uttamaujas , 40 that
prince ever engaged in the welfare o

f Arjuna , born for only my

evil , equal unto Yama , or Vaiçravana , or Aditya , or Mahendra ,

o
r Varuna , t ' that prince regarded a
s
a mighty car -warrior and

prepared to la
y

down his life in the thick o
f

battle , 0 , what
heroes ( o

fmy army ) surrounded h
im ? 42 Who (amongst my

warriors ) opposed Dhrishtaketu , — that single warrior amongst
the Chedis who , deserting them , hath embraced the side of the
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Pandavas , while he rushed upon Drona ?48 Who resisted the

heroic Ketumat fo
r

keeping h
im away from Drona , the brave

Ketumat who slew prince Durjaya while the latter had taken

shelter in Girivraja ? * * What heroes ( ofmy army ) surrounded
Cikhandin , — that tiger among men , who knows the merits and
demerits ( in his own person ) o

f

manhood and femininity , that
son o

f Yajnasena , who is always cheerful in battle , that hero
who became the cause o

f

the high -souled Bhishma ' s death in

battle , - — when h
e

rushed towards Drona ? 45 - 46 That foremost
hero o

f

the Vrishni race , - - that chief of all bowmen , that brave
warrior in whom a

ll accomplishments exist in a greater degree

than in Dhananjaya himself , 47 in whom are ever weapons and
truth and Brahmacharya , who is equal to Vāsudeva in energy
and Dhananjaya in strength , 48 who in splendour is equal to

Aditya and in intelligence to Vrihaspati , - vi
z
. , the high

souled Abhimanyu resembling Death himself with wide -open

mouth , * * O , what heroes ( of my army ) surrounded h
im when

h
e

rushed towards Drona ? That youth o
f vigorous under

standing , that slayer of hostile heroes , viz . , Subhadrā ' s son , “

0 , when h
e

rushed towards Drona , what became the state o
f

your minds ? What heroes surrounded those tigers among

men , viz . , the sons o
f Draupadi , when they rushed in battle

against Droną like rivers rushing towards the sea ? Those .

children who , giving u
p

a
ll
(childish ) sports fo
r

twelve years , " 43

and observing excellent vows , waited upon Bhishma for
the sake o

f weapons , those children , viz . , Kshatranjaya and
Kshatradeva and Kshatravarman and Mānada , " those heroic
sons o

f Dhrishtadyumna , 0 , who resisted them , seeking to

keep them away from Drona ! He whom the Vrishnis regarded

a
s superior in battle to a hundred car -warriors , 6 * 0 , who

resisted that great bowman , viz . , Chekitāna , fo
r

keeping him

away from Drona ? Those five Kekaya brothers , virtuous and
possessed o

f prowess incapable o
f being baffled , " resembling

( in hue ) the insects called Indragopakas , with red coats of

mail , re
d weapons and red banners , those heroes that are the

maternal cousins of the Pāndavas and that always wish victory

unto the latter , 56 0 , what heroes ( of my army ) surrounded
those valiant princes when they rushed towards Drona for
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slaying h
im

? That lord o
f

battles , that foremost of bowmen ,

that hero of unbaffled a
im and great strength , that tiger among

men , viz . , Yuyutsu , whom many wrathful kings battling to
gether for six months a

t

Vāranāvata from desire o
f slaying

him could not vanquish , and who in battle a
t

Vārānasi over
threw with a broad -headed arrow that mighty car -warrior , viz . ,

the prince o
f Kāçi , desirous of seizing ( at a self -choice ) a maiden

fo
r

wife , O , what hero ( of my army ) resisted him ? That

mighty bowman , vi
z
. , Dhrishtadyumna , who is the chief coun

sellor o
f

the Pāndavas , 57 – 60 who is engaged in doing evil to

Duryodhana , who was created fo
r

Drona ' s destruction , 0 ,

what heroes ( ofmy army ) surrounded him when h
e

came to

wards Drona , breaking through a
ll my ranks and consuming

all my warriors in battle ? That foremost o
f

a
ll persons con

versant with weapons , who has been reared almost on Dru
pada ' s la

p
, 62 - 63 O , what warriors ( of my army ) surrounded that

Cikhandin protected b
y
(Arjuna ' s ) weapons , for keeping him

away from Drona ? He who encompassed this earth b
y

the

loud rattle o
f h
is

car a
s by a leathern belt , that mighty car

warrior and foremost o
f

a
ll slayers o
f

foes , who , as ( a substitute
for ) all sacrifices , performed , without hindrance , ten horse
sacrifices with excellent food and drink and gifts in profusion ,

who ruled h
is subjects a
s

if they were his children , that
Uçinara ' s son who in sacrifices gave away kine countless a

s

the sand -grains in Gangā ' s stream , whose feat none amongst
men have been o

r will ever b
e able to imitate , 68 – 66 after th
e

performance o
f

whose difficult feat the very gods had cried

out , saying , , We do not se
e

that in the three worlds with their
mobile and immobile creatures a second person other than

Uçinara ' s son was , has ever been , or will ever b
e , born , 67 - 68

who hath attained to regions ( in after life ) which a
re unattain

able b
y

human beings , O , who (amongst my army ) resisted
that Caivya , that grandson o

f that . Uçinara ' s son , while h
e

came upon (Drona ) ? 69 What heroes ( ofmy army ) surround

e
d the car -division of that slayer of foes , viz . , Virāta the king

o
f

the Matsyas , while it reached Drona in battle ? Who
kept away from Drona the gigantic Ghatotkacha , that thorn

( in the side ) o
fmy sons , that warrior who always wishes victory
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unto the Pandavas , that heroic Rākshasa possessed of exten
sive powers of illusion , endued with great strength and great
prowess , and born of Bhima in course of a single day, and of
whom I entertain very great fears ?* 71-73 What , O Sanjaya , can
remain unvanquished by them fo

r

whose sake these and many

others a
re prepared to la
y

down their lives in battle ? 73 How

can the sons o
f

Prithā meet with defeat , they , viz . , that have
that tiger among all beings , the wielder o

f

the bow called
Carnga , for their refuge and benefactor ? 74 Vāsudeva is , indeed ,

the greatMaster of all the worlds , the Lord o
f All , and Eternal !

Of celestial soul and infinite power , Nārāyana is the refuge o
f

men in battle 1
7
8

The wise recite his celestial feats . I also will
recite them with devotion , fo

r

recovering my firmness ! ' ” 76

SECTION X
I .

• "Dhritarashtra said , 'Hear , O Sanjaya , the celestial feats

o
f

Vasudeva , feats that Govinda achieved and the like o
f

which n
o

other person hath ever been able to achieve ! Whilst
being brought u

p , O Sanjaya , in the family o
f the cowherd

(Nanda ) , that high -souled one , while yet a boy , made the might

o
f

his arms known to the three worlds . Even h
e

then slew

Hayarāja , living in the woods ( on the shores ) of Yamunā , who

was equal to (the celestial steed ) Uchchaiçravas in strength and
the wind itself in speed . f ? In childhood h

e

also slew , with his
two bare arms , the Dänava , in the form o

f
a bull , of terrible

deeds , and risen like Death himself unto al
l

the kine . * Of eyes
like lotus petals , he also slew the mighty Asuras named Pra
lamva , and Naraka , and Jambha , and Pitha , as also Mura that
terror o

f

the celestials . And so also Kansa o
f mighty energy ,

who was , besides , protected b
y

Jarāsandha , was , with a
ll

his

followers , slain in battle b
y

Krishna aided b
y

his prowess alone .

* Ghatotkacha was the so
n

o
f

Hidimva b
y

Bhimasena . Rakshasi
women bring forth the very day they conceive , and their offspring
attain to youth the very day they are born . - T .

+ Hayaràja , lit . , the prince o
f

steeds . He was an Asura , otherwise
called Keçin , in the form o

f
a steed . - - T . .

1 1 . e , without weapons of any kind . - T .
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With Valadeva as h
is

second , that slayer o
f

foes , viz . , Krishna ,

consumed in battle , with al
l

his troops , the king of the Curae
senas , viz . , Sunāman , of great activity and prowess in battle ,

the lord o
f
a full Aksharhini , and the valiant second brother

o
f

Kansa the king o
f

the Bhojas . 7 - 8 The highly wrathful
regenerate Rishi Durvāsas was adored b

y

him along with

his wife , and the Rishi (gratified with the adoration ) gave
him boons . * 9 O

f

eyes like lotus petals , and endued with great
bravery , Krishna , vanquishing a

ll

the kings a
t
& self -choice ,

bore away the daughter of the king o
f

the Gândhāras . 16 Those
angry kings , as if they were horses b

y

birth , were yoked unto
his nuptial car and lacerated with the whip . " The mighty
armed Janārddana also caused Jarāsandha , the lord of a full
Akshauhini of troops , to be slain through the instrumentality

o
f

another . fd
s

The mighty Krishna also slew the valiant king

o
f

the Chedis , that leader o
f kings , as if he were some animal ,

o
n the occasion o
f

the latter ’ s disputing about the Argha . f13

Putting forth his prowess , Madhava hurled into the sea , the
Daitya city called Saubha , (moving ) in the skies , protected b

y

Cālwa ,and regarded a
s impregnable . 91
4

The Angas , the Vangas ,
the Kalingas , the Māgadhas , the Kāçis , the Koçalas , the Vat
syas , the Gārgyas , the Karushas , and the Paundras , - these a

ll

h
e vanquished in battle . ' The Avantis , the Southerneřs , the

Mountaineers , the Dāçerakas , the Kāçmirakas , the Aurasikas ,

the P
ic
&chas , the Samudgalas , ' * the Kãmvojas , thê Vătddhāngs ,

the Cholas , the Pāndyas , O Sanjaya , the Trigártas , the Māla
vas , the Daradas , difficult o

f being vanquished , " ? the Khasas
arrived from diverse realms , as also thé Cakas , and the
Yavanas with their followers , were a

ll vanquished b
y

h
im o
f

eyes like lotus petals . 18 In days of old , penetrating into the

* Kaliprasanna Singha , in his Bengali translation ,makes à mess o
f

this sloka . - T .

+ Jarasandha , the powerful king o
f the Magadhas , and the sworo

foe o
f

Krishna , was slain b
y

Bhima through Krishna ' s instigation . - T .

1 Vide Sabha Parva , p . p . 61 - 73 . - T .

I Vide Pana Parva , p . p . 64 - 67 . - T .
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very sea , he vanquished in battle Varuna himself in those watery

depths , surrounded by al
l

kinds o
f acquatic animals , ' ' Slaying

in battle (the Danava named ) Panchajana living in the depths

o
f Pātāla , Hrishikesha obtained the celestial conch called Pān

chajanya . The mighty Kecava , accompanied b
y

Pārtha ,

having gratified Agni a
t

Khāndava , obtained h
is invincible

weapon o
f fire , viz , his disous (called Sudarcana ) . * ' Riding

o
n Vinata ' s so
n

and afrighting ( th
e

denizons o
f
) Amarāvati ,

the heroic Krishna brought from Mahendra himself (the celes ,

tial Aower called ) Pārijāta . " Knowing Krishna ' s prowess ,

Cakra quietly bore that act , * We have never heard that there

is any one among the kings who has not been vanquished

b
y

Krishna , * * That exceedingly wonderful feat also , o San
jaya , which the lotus -eyed one performed in my court , wha
else is capable o

f performing it ? 84 And since , humbled b
y

devotion , I was suffered to behold Krishna a
s

the Supreme Lord ,

everything (about that feat ) is well -known to me , myself hav ,

ing witnessed it with my own eyes . " O Sanjaya , the end can
never b

e

seen o
f

the (infinite ) achievements o
f

Hrishikeça o
f

great energy and great intelligence . " Gada , and Cāmva , and
Pradyumna , and Viduratha , and Chārudeshna , and Sārana , " ?

and Ulmukha , and Nigătha , and the valiant Jhillivabhru , and
Prithu , and Viprithu , and Camika , and Arimejaya , 48 these
and other mighty Vrishni heroes , accomplished in smiting , will ,

standing o
n the field o
f

battle , take u
p

their position in the

Pändava host , when summoned b
y

that Vrishni hero , viz . ,

the high -souled Keçava ! Everything ( on my side ) will then

b
e
in great danger ! Even this is what I think 1
8
0

And there
where Janārddana is , there will be the heroic Rāma , equal in

strength to ten thousand elephants , resembling the Kailasa
peak , decked with garlands o

f

wild flowers , and armed with
the plough . That Väsudeva , O Sanjaya , whom a

ll

the re
generate ones describe as the Father of al

l , will that Vāsudeva
fight for the sake of the Pandavas ? 32 O son , O Sanjaya , if he

puts o
n his armour fo
r

the sake o
f

the Pandavas , there is none

P
iz . , the transplantation of the Parijdta from Amaravati to the

Earth . - T .
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amongst us who can be his antagonist .8: If the Kauravas
happen to vanquish the Pāndavas , he of the Vrishni race will
then , fo

r
the sake o

f the latter , take u
p

h
is mighty weapon . * *

And that tiger among men , that mighty -armed one , slaying
then all the kings in battle as also all the Kauravas , will give
away the whole Earth to Kunti . " What car will advance in

battle against that car which has Hrishikeça fo
r

it
s

driver

and Dhananjaya fo
r

it
s

warrior ? The Kurus cannot , by any
means , gain the victory . Tell me , then , everything about how
the battle took place . 87 Arjuna is Kecava ' s soul , and Krishna
also is the soul of the diadem -decked (Kiritin ) . In Arjuna

is always victory ; in Krishna is always fame . In all the
worlds , Vibhatsu is invincible . In Koçava are infinite merits

in excess . The foolish Duryodhana , who doth not know
Krishna or Kecava , seems , through Destiny , to have Death ' s

noose before him . Alas , Duryodhana knows not Krishna o
f

Daçārha ' s race and Arjuna the son o
f Pāndu ! These high

souled ones are ancient gods . They are even Nara and Närā
yana . O

n

Earth they are seen b
y

men a
s

two separate forms
though in reality they a

re both possessed but b
y

one soul .
With the mind alone , that invincible pair , of world -wide fame ,
can , if only they wish it , destroy this host ! Only , in conse
quence o

f

their humanity they d
o not wish it * Like a

change o
f

the Yuga , the death o
f

Bhishma , O child , and the
slaughter o

f

the high -souled Drona , 'overturn the senses !

Indeed , neither b
y Brahmacharya , nor b
y

study o
f

the
Vedas , 43 - 44 nor by (religious ) rites , nor b

y

weapons , can any
one prevent death . Hearing of the slaughter of Bhishma and
Drona , those heroes accomplished in weapons , respected b

y

all
the worlds , and invincible in battle , why 0 Sanjaya , do I yet
live ? In consequence o

f

the death o
f

Bhishma and Drona , O

Sanjaya , wewill henceforth have to live as dependants o
n that

prosperity beholding which in Yudhishthira we had before been

so jealous ! Indeed , this destruction of the Kurus hath come in

yana . "

Tits they are bible pair , of wo

Though gods they have taken their births a
s

men ; and , as men ,

they must achieve their objects b
y

human means . It is for this that they

d
o pot , b
y
a fiat only o
f

their will , destroy this host . - T ,
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conseqence only of my acts.45-47 0 Suta , in killing those that
are ripe fo

r
destruction , the very straw becomes the thunder

bolt . That prosperity is without end in this world which
Yudhishthira is about to obtain 4 * Yudhishthira , viz . , through
whose wrath both Bhishma and Drona have fallen ! In

consequence o
f

h
is very disposition hath Righteousness gone

over to the side o
f

Yudhishthira while it is hostile tomy sons . * *

Alas , time , so cruel , that hath now come fo
r

the destruction o
f

a
ll , cannot b
e

overcome ! Things calculated in one way , O

son , b
y

even men o
f intelligence , " become otherwise through

Destiny . This is what I think ! Therefore , tell me everything
that has taken place during the progress of this unavoidable
and dreadful calamity productive o

f

the most sorrowful reflec :

tions and incapable o
f being crossed over ( b
y

u
s ) ! - ' "

SECTION XHI .

“Sanjaya said , — Yes , as I saw everything with my own
eyes , Iwill describe to thee how Drona fe

ll

down , slain b
y

the
Pāndavas and the Srinjayas . ' Having obtained the command of
the troops , that mighty car -warrior , viz . , Bharadwājas so

n , said
these words unto thy son in the midst o

f a
ll

the troops : ' - Inas
much a

s , 0 king , thou hast honored me with the command o
f

the troops immediately after that bull among the Kauravas , vi
z
.

the son o
f

the Ocean -going (Gangā ) , take thou , O Bhārata ,

the adequate fruit o
f

that act o
f

thine ! What business o
f

thine
shall I now achieve ? . Ask thou the boon that thou desirest !

Then king Duryodhana , having consulted with Karna and Dusça
sana and others , said unto the preceptor , that invincible warrior
and foremost o

f a
ll

victors , these words : S _ If thou wouldst give
me a boon , then , seizing that foremost of car -warriors , vi

z
. , Yud

hishthira , alive , bring him unto me here ! e - Then that preceptor

o
f

the Kurus , hearing these words of thy son , returned him the
following answer , gladdening all the troops therewith . " - - Praised

b
e Kunti ' s son (Yudhishthira ) whose seizure only thou desir

est ' O thou that art difficult of being vanquished , thou askest
not any other boon , (one fo

r

example ) , fo
r

his slaughter ! 8 For
what reason ; O tiger amongmen , dost thou not desire his death ?
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Thou a
rt , without doubt , 0 Duryodhana , not ignorant of policy !

Why , therefore , dost thou not allude to Yudhishthira ' s death ?

It is amatter of great wonder that king Yudhishthira the just
hath n

o enemy desirous o
f

his death ! Inasmuch a
s thou wish

e
st

him to b
e

alive , thou (either ) seekest to preserve thy race
from extinction , ' ' or , O chief o

f the Bharatas , thou , having
vanquished the Pāndavas in battle , ar

t

desirous o
f establishing

brotherly relations (with them ) b
y

giving them their kingdom ! "

Auspicious was the birth o
f that intelligent prince ! Truly

is he called Ajātaçatru (the foeless one ) fo
r

even thou bearest

affection fo
r

h
im ! " — Thus addressed b
y

Drona , 0 Bhārata , the
feeling that is ever present in thy so

n ' s breast suddenly made
itself known . " Not even persons like Vrihaspati can conceal the
expressions o

f

their countenance . For this , thy son , o king ;

filled with jo
y , said these words : ' { _ By the slaughter of Kunti ' s

son in battle , O preceptor , victory cannot be mine ! If Yudhish
thira were slain , Pārtha then , without doubt , would slay all of

u
s
! All of them , again , cannot b
e

slain b
y

the very gods . He
amongst them that will , in that case , survive , will exterminate

u
s
! " Yudhishthira , however , is truthful in his promises . If

brought hither (alive ) , vanquished once more at dice , the Pän
divas will once more g

o
to the woods for they are a
ll

obedient to
Yudhishthira 1

4
7

It is evident that such a victory will b
e

a
n

enduring one . It is fo
r

this that I do not , by any means , desire
the slaughter o

f king Yudhisthira the just . " - Ascertaining this
crooked purpose o

f Duryodhana , Drona who was conversant
with the truths of the science of Profit and gifted with great

intelligence , reflected a little and gave h
im the boon , circum

scribing it in the following way . ! !

: “ Drona said , - If the heroic Arjuna do not protect Yudhish
thira in battle , thou mayst think the eldest Pândava a

s already

brought under thy control . 90 As regards Pārtha , the very gods

and the Asuras together , headed b
y

Indra , cannot advance
against him in battle . It is fo

r

this that I dare not dowhat thou
askest me to do ! ! Without doubt , Arjuna is my disciple and I

was h
is

first preceptor in arms . He is , however , young , endued
with great good fortune , and excessively intent ( on the achieve
ment o
f

his purposes ) . " He hath obtained , again , many weap
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ons from Indra and Rudra . He hath , besides , been provoked by

thoe . I dare not , therefore , do what thou askest me ? Let
Arjuna be removed , by what means soever that ca

n

b
e done ,

from the battle . Upon Pārtha being withdrawn , thou mayst

regard king Yudhishthira a
s already vanquished , * * Upon h
is

seizure is victory and not upon his slaughter , O bull among
men ! Even b

y

this stratagem , can his seizure b
e accom

plished ! " Seizing that king devoted to truth and righteous

ness , I will , without doubt , O monarch , bring him to thy con
trol this very day , if he stays before me in battle even fo

r
a

moment , of course , if Dhananjaya th
e

son o
f Kunti , that tiger

among men , be withdrawn from the field . " In Phālgunas ' pre
sence , however , Oking , Yudhishthira is incapable o

f being

taken in battle b
y

even the gods and the Asuras headed
by Indra ! _ 28

" Sanjaya continued , — " After Drona had promised the king ' s

seizure even under these limitations , thy foolish sons regarded

Yudhishthira as already taken . " Thy so
n

(Duryodhana ) knew
Drona ' s partiality fo

r

the Pandavas . In order to make Drona

stick to h
is promise , therefore , he divulged those counsels . co

Then , O chastiser of foes , the fact o
f Drona ' s having promised

to seize the (eldest ) Pāndava was proclaimed b
y

Duryodhana

unto all his troops . " " ' $ 1

SECTION XIII . : .

Sanjaya said , 'After Drona had promised the king ' s seizure
under those limitations , thy troops , hearing o

f (that promise

about ) Yudhishthira ' s capture , ' uttered many leonine shouts ,

mingling them with the whizz o
f

their arrows and the blare o
f

their conchs . King Yudhishthira the just , however , O Bhā
rata , soon learnt in detail , through his spies , everything about
the purpose upon which Bharadwaja ' s son was intent . Then
bringing together a

ll

his brothers and all the other kings of

his army , - king Yudhishthira the just addressed Dhananjaya ,

saying , - Thou hast heard , 0 tiger among men , about the in

tention o
f

Drona ! * Let such measures , therefore , be adopted a
s

may prevent the accomplishment o
f that purpose . It is true ,



38 (DAONABESMAHABHARATA.

Drona , that grinder of foes, hath vowed h
is pledge , subject to

limitations . Those limitations , however , Ogreat bowman ,

rest on thee ! Fight thou , therefore , today , Othou of mighty

arms , in my vicinity , so that Duryodhana may not obtain from
Drona the fruition o

f

his desire !

“ Arjuna said , - As the slaughter o
f my preceptor can

never b
e accomplished by me , so , O king , I can never con

sent to give thee u
p
! ? O son o
f Pandu , I would rather yield

up my life in battle than fight against my preceptor 18 This

son o
f

Dhritarāshtra desireth sovereignty , having seized thee

a
s
a captive in battle ! In this world h
e will never obtain

the fruition o
f

that desire o
f

his ! ' The firmament itself with

it
s

stars may fall down . The Earth herself may split into
fragments . Yet Drona will , surely , never succeed in seizing

thee a
s long a
s I am alive ! 10 If the wielder of the thunder

bolt himself , or Vishnu a
t the head o
f the gods , assist him

in battle , still shall h
e

not succeed in seizing thee o
n the

field ! " . As long a
s I am alive , o great king , it behoveth

thee not to entertain any fear o
f

Drona although he is the

foremost of a
ll

wielders of weapons ! " I further say unto thee ,

O monarch , that my promise never remains unfulfilled . I do not
recollect having ever spoken any untruth . I do not recollect
having ever been vanquished ! I do not recollect having ever ,

after making a vow , left the least part of it unfulfilled ! - 18

“Sanjaya continued , — "Then , O king , conchs and drums and
cymbals and smaller drums were sounded and beat in the

Pāndava camp . ' And the high - souled Pāndavas uttered many
leonine shouts . These and the awful twang of their bowstrings

and the slaps o
f

their palms touched the very heaven . 14 Hearing

that loud blare o
f conchs that arose from the camp o
f

the

mighty son o
f

Pāndu , diverse instruments were sounded

amongst thy divisions also . " Then thy divisions as also those

o
f

theirs were arrayed in order o
f

battle . And slowly they
advanced against each other from desire o

f

battle . " Then com
menced a battle , that was fierce and that made the hair to stand

o
n end , between the Pāndavas and the Kurus , and Drona and

the Panchālas . 18 The Srinjayas , though struggling vigorously ,

were unable to beat in battle the host o
f Drona , protected a
s
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it was by Drona himself." And so also the mighty ca
r
-warriors

o
f thy son , skilled in smiting , could not beat the Pāndava host ,

protected a
s
it was b
y

the diadem -decked (Arjuna ) . 30 Protected

b
y

Drona and Arjuna , both hosts seemed to stand inactive like

two blossoming forests in the silence o
f

the night . ' Then

h
e o
f

the golden car , (viz . , Drona ) like the Sun himself o
f

great splendor , crushing the ranks o
f the Pāndavas , careered

through them a
t will . " And the Pandavas , and the Srinjayas ,

through fear , regarded that single warrior of great activity
upon his quickly -moving car as if multiplied into many . "

Shot b
y

him , terrible shafts coursed in all directions , frighten
ing , O king , the army of Pāndu ' s so

n
. 34 Indeed , Drona then

seemed a
s

the Sun himself a
t midday covered b
y

a hundred
rays . of light . " And a

s the Dänavas were unable to look a
t

Indra , so there was not one among the Pandavas , who , O

monarch , was able to look a
t

the angry so
n

o
f Bharadwāja

in that battle . The valiant son of Bharadwāja then , having
confounded the (hostile ) troops , speedily began to consume the

division o
f Dhrishtadyumna bymeans o
f sharp shafts . ? And

covering and obstructing all the points o
f

the compass b
y

means o
f

his straight shafts , he began to crush the Pāndava

force even there where Prishata ' s son was . ' " ' * 8

SECTION XIV .

" Sanjaya said , 'Then Drona , causing a great confusion in

the Pāndava host , careered through it like a conflagration con
suming ( a forest of ) trees ! Beholding that angry warrior own
ing a golden ca

r

consume their divisions like a raging conflagra

tion , the Srinjayas trembled ( in fear ) . The twang , in that
battle , o

f

the constantly stretched bow o
f that warrior o
f great

activity was heard to resembe the roar of the thunder . * s Fierce
shafts shot b

y

Drona endued with great lightness of hands , began

to crush car -warriors and horsemen and elephant -warriors and

* The Bengal texts read th
is

verse incorrectly . For prataptam th
e

correct reading is satatam ; and fo
r

anukärinas "the correct word is

açukärinas . - T .
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foot- soldiers along with elephants and steeds.* Showering his
arrows as the roaring clouds at the close of summer , assisted by
the wind , pour hail-stones, he inspired fear in the hearts of the
foe, Careering (through the hostile ranks), O king , and agita
ting the troops , the mighty Droną enhanced the unnatural fear
entertained by the enemy. The gold -decked bow , on his quick
ly -moving ca

r
, was repeatedly seen to resemble the lightning ' s

flash amid a mass o
f

dark clouds . ? That hero , firm in truth ,

endued with wisdom , and always devoted , besides , to righte
ousness , caused a

n awful river of angry current , such a
s may

b
e

seen a
t

the end o
f the Yuga , to flow there . And that river

had it
s

source in the impetuosity o
f

Drona ' s wrath , and it was

haunted b
y

crowds o
f

carnivorous creatures . And the combat
ants constituted the waves that filled it

s
entire surface . And

heroic warriors constituted the trees o
n

it
s banks whose roots

were constantly eaten away b
y

it
s

current . ' And it
s

waters

were constituted b
y

the blood thatwas shed in that battle , and
cars constituted it

s

eddies , and elephants and steeds formed it
s

banks . And coats of mail constituted it
s

lilies , and the flesh of

creatures the mire o
n

it
s bed . And the fat , marrow , and

þones ( of fallen animals and men ) formed the sands on its beach ,
and (fallen ) head -gears it

s

froth . And the battle itself that was
fought there constituted the cloudy canopy above it

s

surface ,

And lances constituted the fi
sh with which it abounded . " And

it was inaccessible in consequence o
f

the large numbers o
f

( stain ) men , elephants , and steeds (that fell in it ) . And the
impetus o

f

the shafts shot constituted it
s

current . And the
slain bodies themselves constituted the timber floating o

n it .

And cars constituted it
s

tortoises . ' And heads constituted the
stones scattered o

n it
s

banks and bed , and scimitars it
s

fish in

profusion . And cars and elephants formed it
s

lakes . And it

was decked with many adornments . And mighty car -warriors
constituted it

s

hundreds o
f

little whirlpools . And the dust of

the earth constituted it
s

wavelets . And capable of being easily

crossed b
y

those possessed o
f

exceeding energy , it was incapable

o
f being crossed b
y

the timid . 14 And heaps o
f dead bodies consti

tuted the sand -banks obstructing it
s navigation . And it was

the haunt of Kankas and vultures and other birds o
f prey .
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And it carried away thousands of mighty car -warriors to the

abode of Yama . And long spears constituted the snakes that
infested it in profusion . And the living combatants constituted
the fowl sporting on it

s

waters . * Torn umbrellas constituted it
s

large swans . Diadems formed the (smaller ) birds that adorned

it . Wheels constituted it
s

turtles , and maces it
s alligators ,

and arrows it
s

smaller fish . And itwas the resort of frightful
swarms o

f

cruws and vultures and jackalls . " ? And that river , O

best o
f kings , bore away in hundreds , to the regions o
f

the

Pitris , the creatures that were slain b
y

Drona in battle . "

Obstructed b
y

hundreds o
f

bodies ( floating o
n it ) , the hair ( of

slain warriors and animals ) constituted it
s

moss and weeds ,

Even such was the river , enhancing the fears of the timid , that
Drzna caused to flow there ,tas

“ And when Drona was thus grinding the hostile army

hither and thither , the Pāndava warriors headed b
y

Yudhish

thira rushed a
t

that mighty car -warrior from a
ll

sides . * Them
thus rushing (towards Drona ) , bravé combatants o

f thy army ,
possessed o

f unyielding prowess , received from every side .
And the battle that thereupon ensuéd made the hair to stand

o
n

end . a : Cakuni , full of a hundred kinds of deceipt , rushed
towards Sahadeva , and pierced the latter ' s charioteer , and
standard , and car , with many keen -pointed shafts . Sabadeva ,

however , without being much excited , cutting o
ff Sauvala ' s

standard and bow and ca
r
-driver and car , with sharp arrows ,

pierced Sauvala himself with sixty shafts . Thereupon Su
vala ' s son , taking u

p
a mace , jumped down from his excellent

car ; and with that máce , O king , he felled Sahadeva ' s driver
from the latter ' s car . 24 Then those two heroic and mighty
warriors , O monarch , both deprived o

f

car , and both armed
with mace , sported in battle like two crests o

f hills . as Drona ,

* The Bengal reading is Cura -vyála . The Bombay text reads Cula .

vyala . I adopt the latter . Vajinas , in Prâni -vaji -nishevitam , is explain

e
d b
y

Nilakantha to mean fowl or birds . - T .

† It is evident that the very minuteness with which the comparions

is sought to b
e

sustained destroys the effect . Regarding the respetitions ,

they are just such a
s

one may expect to find in verses composed exten
pore . - T .
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having pierced the ruler of the Pānchālas with te
n

shafts , was ,

in return , pierced b
y

the latter with many shafts . And the
latter was again pierced b

y

Drona with a larger number o
f

shafts . 28 Bhimasena pierced Viving çati with twenty sharp
arrows . The latter , however , thus pierced , trembled not , which
seemed to b

e highly wonderful . ” ? Vivingçati then , O monarch ,

suddenly deprived Bhimasena o
f his steeds and standard and

bow . And thereupon al
l

the troops worshipped h
im fo
r

that

feat . The heroic Bhimasena , however , brooked not that exhi
bition o

f

prowess b
y

his enemy in battle . With his mace , there
fore , he slew the well -trained steeds of Vivingçati . a Then the
mighty Vivingçati , taking up a shield (and sword ) , jumped

down from that car whose steeds had been slain , and rushed
against Bhimasena like an infuriate elephant rushing against an

infuriate compeer . 3° The heroic Calya , laughing the wbile , pierc

e
d , as if in dalliance , his own dear nephew Nakula with many

. shafts fo
r

angering him . 81 The valiant Nakula , however , cut
ting o

ff

h
is uncle ' s steeds and umbrella and standard and chariot

eer and bow in that battle , blew h
is

conch . Dhrishtaketu ,

engaged with Kripa , cut o
ff

diverse kinds o
f

arrows shot a
t
him

b
y

the latter , and then pierced Kripa with seventy arrows . And
then h

e

cut of
f

the device of Kripa ' s standard with three arrows . 55
Kripz , however , began to oppose h

im with a thick shower o
f

arrows . And resisting him in this way , the Brāhmana fought

o
n with Dhrishtaketu . 34 Sātyaki , laughing the while , pierced

Kritavarman in the centre o
f the chest with a long arrow . And

piercing him then with seventy arrows , he once -more pierced
him with many others . The Bhoja warrior , however , in return ,

pierced Sātyaki with seven and seventy arrows o
f keen points .

Like the swiftly - coursing winds failing to move a mountain ,

Kritavarman was unable to move Sātyaki or make him ,

tremble . 3 . Senāpati deeply struck Suçarman in his vitals .

Suçarman also struck his antagonist with a lance o
n the should

e
r - joint . Virāta , aided b
y

his Matsya warriors o
f great energy ,

resisted Vikartana ' s son in that battle . And that feat ( of the
Matsya king ) seemed highly wonderful . 88 Even this was re

garded a
n act o
f great valor o
n the part of the Suta ' s son

in that h
e singly resisted that whole force b
y

means o
f

his
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straight shafts . King Drupada was engaged with Bhaga

datta . And the battle between those two warriors became
beautiful to behold . " That bull among men , viz ., Bhagadatta ,
pierced king Drupada and h

is driver and standard and car with

many straight shafts . * ' Then Drupada , excited with wrath ,

quickly pierced that mighty car -warrior in the chest with a

straight shaft . 42 Those two foremost o
f warriors o
n

earth , viz . ,

Somadatta ' s son and Cikhandin , both conversant with every
weapon , encountered each other in fierce battle that made al

l

creatures tremble with fear . The valiant Bhuriçravas , 0

king , covered that mighty car -warrior , viz . , Yajnasena ' s son
Cikhandin , with a thick shower o

f

arrows . 44 Cikhandin then ,

O monarch , excited with wrath , pierced Somadatta ' s son with
ninety shafts , and caused him , O Bhārata , to tremble . 4s Those

Rākshasas of fierce deeds , viz . , Hidimbā ' s son and Alamvusha ,

each desirous o
f vanquishing the other , battled most wonder

fully . 45 Both capable o
f creating a hundred illusions , both

swelling with pride , battled with each other most wonderfully ,
relying o

n their powers o
f

illusion , and each desirous of van
quishing the other . 47 The fierce Chekitāna battled with Anu
vinda . They coursed o

n

the field , disappearing a
t

times , and
causing great wonder . 48 Lakshmana fought fiercely with Ksha .

tradeva , even as Vishnu , O monarch , in days o
f

o
ld , with the

(Asura ) Hiranyāksha . * ' With his feet stecds and upon his
car " duly equipt , Paurava , 0 king , roared a

t Abhimanyu . 60

Endued with great might , Paurava then rushed at Abhimanyu ,

desirous o
f

battle . Then that chastiser of foes , viz . , Abhi
manyu , fought fiercely with that fo

e . 51 Paurava covered Su
bhadrā ' s son with a thick shower of arrows . Thereupon Arjuna ' s

so
n

felled his antagonist ' s standard and umbrella and bow o
n

earth . * 52 Then piercing Paurava with seven other arrows ,

Subhadrā ’ s so
n

pierced the latter ' s driver and steeds with five
arrows . 53 Gladdening his troops thus , he then repeatedly

roared like a lion . Then Arjuna ' s son quickly fixed a
n

arrow

o
n his bowstring that was certain to take away Paurava ' s life . 54

* This verse is read incorrectly in the Bengal texts . For hayan read
Dhanus . - T .
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Beholding , however, that arrow of frightful mien fixed on
Abhimanyu 's bowstring , Hridikā 's so

n , with two shafts , cut of
f

that bɔw and arrow . 55 Then that slayer of hostile heroes , viz . ,

Subhadrā ' s son , throwing aside that broken bow , took u
p

a

bright sword and a shield . 66 Whirling with great activity
that shield decked with many stars , and whirling that sword
also , he coursed o

n the field , exhibiting his prowess . 67 Whir
ling them before h

im , and whirling them o
n high , now shaking

them and now jumping u
p

himself , from the manner o
f

his
handling those weapons , it seemed that (with him ) there was no

difference between that offensive and that defensive weapon . 58

Jumping suddenly then upon the shafts o
f Paurava ' s car , he

roared aloud . Mounting next upon his car , he seized Paurava

b
y

the hair , 59 and slaying , meanwhile , with a kick , the latter ' s

driver , he felled his standard with a stroke o
f his sword . And

a
s regards Paurava himself , Abhimanyu raised him u
p

like
Garuda raising a snake from the bottom o

f the sea , agitating the
waters . co Thereupon a

ll

the kings beheld Paurava (standing

helpless ) with dishevelled hair , and looking like a
n o
x deprived

o
f

it
s

senses while o
n the point o
f being slain b
y

a lion , Be
holding Paurava thus prostrated , placed under the control of
Arjuna ' s son , and dragged helplessly , Jayadratha was unable

to brook it . 68 Taking u
p
a sword a
s

also a shield that bore the
device o

f
a peacock and was decked with a hundred bells

o
f

small size suspended in rows , Jayadratha jumped down
from his car with a loud roar . 68 Then Krishna ' s so

n

(Abhi
manyu ) , beholding the ruler of the Sindhus , le

t

Paurava alone ,

and leaping u
p

like a hawk from the latter ' s car , quickly alight

e
d

o
n

the earth . 64 The lances and axes and scimitars hurled

b
y

his foes , Krishna ' s son cut o
ff b
y

means o
f

his sword o
r

warded o
ff by his shield . 65 Thus showing unto all the warriors

the strength o
f his own arms , the mighty (and heroic ] Abhi

manyu , once more upraising his large and heavy sword a
s

also his shield , * 66 proceeded towards Vriddhakshatra ' s son who
was a sworn fo

e

o
f his (Abhimanyu ' s ) father , like a tiger pro

ceeding against a
n elephant . ? Approaching , they cheerfully

* The word "heroic ” occurs in the next verse . - T .
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attacked each other with their swords like a tiger and a lion
with their claws and teeth . And none could notice any dis
tinction between those two lions among men as regards the

whirl , strokes, and descent of their swords and shields .* 69 And
as regards the descent and the whizz of their swords , and the
warding off of each other 's blows, it seemed there was no distinc
tion between the two.? Coursing beautifully in outward and

inward tracks , those two illustriouswarriors then seemed to be
like two winged mountains .” Then Jayadratha struck on the

shield of the renowned Abhimanyu when the latter stretched

his sword for making å pass at him ." Then , O Bhārata ,
Jayadratha 's large sword sticking into Abhimanyu 's shield
covered with golden plate , broke as the ruler of th

e

Sindhus

attempted to draw it o
ff forcibly . ” * Seeing his sword break ,

Jayadratha hastily retreated si
x

steps and was seen within a

twinkle of the eye to be mounted o
n h
is

own car . 74 Then
Krishna ' s son also , that combat with the sword being over ,

ascended h
is own excellent car . Many kings then , of th
e

Kuru
army , uniting together , surrounded him o

n a
ll

sides . " The
mighty son o

f Arjuna , however , eyeing Jayadratha , whirled his
sword and shield , and uttered a loud shout . 76 Having van
quished the ruler o

f

the Sindhus , Subhadrā ' s son , that slayer

o
f

hostile heroes , then began to scorch that division o
f

the

Kaurava army like the Sun scorching the world . " Then in

that battle Calya hurled a
t

him a fierce dart made wholly o
f

iron , decked with gold , and resembling a blazing flame of fire . 78

Thereupon Krishna ' s son , jumping u
p , caught hold o
f that

dart like Garuda catching a mighty snake falling from above .

And having seized it thus , Abhimanyu unsheathed his sword . ”

Witnessing the great activity and might o
f that warrior o
f

immeasurable energy , al
l

the kings together uttered a leonine

shout . 80 Then that slayer o
f

hostile heroes , viz . , the son o
f

Subhadrā , hurled with the might of hi
s

arms a
t Calya him

self that very dart o
f great effulgence decked with stones o
f

lapis lazuli . 81 Resembling a snake that has recently cast o
ff

it
s

slough , that dart , reaching Calya ' s car , slew the latter ' s

* The words in the original ar
e

Sampàta , Abhighdta , and Nipata . - T .
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driver and felled him from his niche in the vehicle . Then

Virāta and Drupada , and Dhrishtaketu and Yudhishthira , and
Sātyaki, and Kekaya , and Bhima , and Dhrishtadyumna , and
Cikhandin ,88 and the twins (Nakula and Sahadeva ), and the
five sons of Draupadi , al

l

exclaimed , Excellent , Excellent !

And diverse kinds o
f sounds due to the shooting o
f arrows , and

many leonine shouts , 84 arose there , gladdening the unretreating
son o

f Arjuna . Thy sons , however , could not brook those

indications o
f

the victory o
f

their fo
e . 85 Then all of them

suddenly surrounded Subhadrā ' s son and covered him , O king ,

with showers o
f arrows like the clouds pouring rain o
n the

mountain -breast . 86 Then that slayer o
f foes , viz . , Artāyani

(Calya ) , wishing the good of thy sons and remembering the
overthrow o

f

h
is

own driver , rushed in rage against Subha
drā ' s son , ' ” 87

SECTION XV .

“ Dhritarăshtra said , — Thou hast , O Sanjaya , described to

me many excellent single combats . Hearing about them , I
envy those that have eyes . ' This battle between the Kurus and
the Pāndavas , resembling that ( of old ) between the gods and
the Asuras , will be spoken o

f a
s exceedingly wonderful b
y

all
men . I am scarcely gratified with listening to thy narrations of

this excellent battle . Tell me , therefore , about this combat
between Artāyani (Calya ) and Subhadrā ' s son ! 3

" Sanjaya said , — Beholding h
is driver slain , Calya , upraising

a mace made wholly o
f

iron , jumped down in rage from his
excellent car . Bhima then , taking u

p

h
is own huge mace ,

quickly rushed towards Calya who then resembled the blazing

Yuga fire o
r

the Destroyer himself armed with h
is bludgeon . "

Subhadrā ' s son also , taking u
p
a prodigious mace resembling

the bolt o
f

heaven , addressed Calya , saying , — Come , Come !

Bhima , however , with much ado , persuaded him to stand aside .

The valiant Bhimasena then , having persuaded Subhadrā ' s son

to stand aside , approached Calya in battle and stood immovable

a
s
a hill . ” The mighty ruler o
f

the Madras also , beholding
Bhima , proceeded towards him like a tiger towards a
n

ele
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phant . Then was heard there the loud blare of trumpets and

conchs by thousands , and leonine shouts , and the loud noise of
drums.' And loud cries of Excellent , Excellent , _ arose among
hundreds of Pāndava and Kauria warriors rushing towards
each other . None else among al

l

the kings , O Bhārata , save
the ruler o

f

the Madras can venture to bear themight of Bhima

sena in battle . Similarly , who else , save Vrikodara , in the
world , can venture to bear the impetus o

f

the illustrious Calya ' s

mace in battle ? 13 Bound in hempen strings mixed with wires

o
f gold , the prodigious mace , capable of gladdening al
l

spectators ,

o
f

Bhima , being grasped b
y

him , shone brilliantly . 18 And
similarly the mace o

f Calya also , who coursed in beautiful

circles , looked like a blazing flash o
f lightning . 14 Both o
f

them roared like bulls , and both coursed in circles . And both
Calya and Vrikodara , standing a

s they did , with their maces
slightly bent , looked like a couple o

f horned bulls . Whether

a
s regards coursing in circles o
r in whirling and striking with

their maces , the combat that took place between those two
lions among men was every way equal . 16 Struck b

y

Bhimasena

with his mace , the prodigious mace of Calya , emitting fierce
sparks o

f

fire , speedily broke unto fragments . " And similarly
Bhimasena ' s mace , struck b

y

the fo
e , looked beautiful like a

free covered with fire -flies during the season o
f rains at even

tide . 13 And the mace that the ruler o
f the Madras hurled in

that battle , irradiating the welkin , o Bhārata , frequently
caused sparks o

f

fire ( to fl
y

around ) . ' Similarly the mace
hurled b

y

Bhimasena a
t

the fo
e

scorched his antagonist ' s forces
like a fierce meteor falling down (from the firmament ) . 20 And
both those best o

f

maces , striking against each other , resembled
sighing she -snakes and caused flashes of fire . Like two large
tigers attacking each other with their claws , or like twomighty

elephants with their tusks , those two mighty warriors coursed

in circles , encountering each other with those two foremost of

maces with which they were armed . 22 Struck then with those
foremost o

f

maces and soon covered with blood , those two
illustrious warriors seemed to resemble a couple o

f flowering

Kinçukas . And the blows , loud a
s Indra ' s thunder , of the

maces wielded b
y

those two lions among men was heard o
n a
ll
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sides.24 Struck by the ruler of the Madras with his mace on

both the left and the right side , Bhimamoved not in the least ,
like a hill riven by the thunder . Similarly the mighty

ruler of the Madras , struck by Bhima with h
is mace , patiently

stood still like a hill struck with the thunder . 26 Both of them ,

with upraised maces , endued a
s they were with great impetus ,

fell upon each other , coursing in shorter circles , " ? Quickly
nearing each other then b

y

eight steps and falling upon each

other like two elephants , they suddenly struck each other with

those maces o
f

theirs made entirely o
f iron . And each o
f

those heroes , in consequence o
f the other ' s impetuosity and

violently struck with the other ' s mace , fell down a
t

the same

instant o
f

time with the other , like a couple o
f

Indra ' s poles , "

Then the mighty ca
r
-warrior Kritavarman quickly approached

Calya , who , deprived o
f

his senses , was breathing hard a
s

h
e

lay on the field . 30 And beholding him , O king , struck violently
with the mace , and writhing like a snake , and deprived o

f

his senses in a swoon , the mighty ca
r
-warrior Kritavarman ,

taking h
im upon h
is

ca
r , quickly bore the ruler of the Madras

away from the field . Reeling like a drunken man , the heroic
Bhima ofmighty arms , rising u

p

within the twinkling of an
eye , stood mace in hand . 33 Thy sons then , beholding the ruler

o
f

the Madras turn away from the fight , began , O sire , to trem
ble , along with their elephants , and foot -soldiers , and cavalry ,

and cars . 84 Grinded then b
y

th
e

Pandavas desirous of victory ,

those warriors o
f thy army , struck with fear , fled away in all

directions , like masses o
f clouds driven away b
y

the wind . "

And those mighty ca
r
-warriors , viz . , the Pāndavas , having van

quished the Dhārtarāshtras , looked resplendent in that battle ,

O king , likeblazing fires . 36 And they uttered loud leonine roars ,

and blew their conchs , filled with joy . And they beat their
drums , large and small , and cymbals and other instruments . ' " 97

SECTION XVI .

" Sanjaya said , - Beholding that army of thine exceedingly
broken , the valiant Vrishasena , single -handed , began to protect

it , О king , displaying the illusion o
f his weapons , ' Shot b
y
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Vrishasena in that battle , thousands of arrows coursed in a
ll

directions , piercing through men and steeds and cars and ele
phants . ' Mighty arrows , of blazing effulgence , shot b

y

him ,

coursed in thousands , like the rays , O monarch , of the Sun in

the summer season . Afflicted and crushed therewith , 0 king ,

car -warriors and horse -men suddenly fell down o
n the earth like

trees broken b
y

the wind . * The mighty car -warrior Vrishasena ,

O king , felled large bodies of steeds , of cars , and of elephants ,

in that battle , in thousands . Beholding that single warrior
coursing fearlessly o

n the field , all the kings ( of the Pandava
army ) , uniting together , surrounded him o

n all sides . Nakula ' s

so
n

Catānika rushed a
t

Vrishasena and pierced him with te
n

arrows capable o
f penetrating into the very vitals . The so
n

o
f

Karna , however , cutting o
ff his bow , felled then h
is

standard ,

Thereupon the other sons o
f Draupadi , desirous o
f rescuing

that brother o
f

theirs , rushed at him . ' And soon they made
Karna ' s son invisible by means of their arrowy showers . Against
them thus smiting (the son o

f

Karna ) , many car -warriors headed

b
y

Drona ' s son (Açwatthāman ) rushed . And these , O monarch ,
quickly covered those mighty car -warriors ,viz . , the sons of Drau
padi , with diverse kinds of arrows like clouds pouring rain o

n

mountain breasts . Thereupon the Pandavas , from affection fo
r

their sons , quickly encountered those assailants . The battle
then that took place between thy troops and those o

f

the Pān
davas , was exceedingly fierce and made the hair to stand o

n end ,

resembling as it di
d

that between the gods and the Dānavas . is

Even thus did the heroic Kauravas and the Pandavas , excited
with rage , fight , eyeing one another (furiously ) and having
incurred one another ' s animosity fo

r

past offences . 13 . The
bodies o

f

those heroes o
f

immeasurable energy then seemed ,

in consequence o
f
(the ) wrath (that inspired them ) , to resemble

those o
f

Garuda and (mighty ) Nāgas battling in the sky . 14

And with Bhima and Karna and Kripa and Drona and Drona ' s

son and Prishata ' s son and Satyaki , the field of battle looked
resplendent like the all -destructive Sun that rises at the end

o
f the Yuga , ' The battle that took place between those

mighty men engaged with mighty antagonists , and al
l

smiting

one another , was fierce in the extreme , resembling that ( o
f
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yore ) between the Dānavas and the gods.96 Then Yudhish
thira 's host , uttering a noise loud as that of the surging
sea , began to slaughter thy troops , the great car-warriors of
thy army having fled away."' Beholding the (Kaurava ) host
broken and excessively mangled by the fo

e , Drona said ,

Y
e

heroes , ye need not fly away ! 18 _ Then h
e (viz . , Drona )

owning red steeds , excited with wrath and resembling a

( fierce ) elephant with four tusks , penetrated into the Pāndava
host and rushed against Yudhishthira . ' ' Then Yudhishthira
pierced the preceptor with many whetted arrows equipt with

Kanka feathers . Drona , however , cutting o
ff Yudhishthira ' s

bow , rushed impetuously a
t

him . 2• Then the protector o
f

Yudhishthira ' s car -wheels , viz . , Kumāra , the renowned prince

o
f

the Pānchālas , received the advancing Drona like the con
tinent receiving the surging sea . * ' Beholding Drona , that
bull among Brāhmanas held in check b

y

Kumāra , loud leonine
shouts were heard there with cries o

f

Excellent , Excellent !

Kumāra then , in that great battle , excited with rage , pierced
Drona with a

n arrow in the chest and uttered many leonine
shouts . Having checked Drona in battle , the mighty Ku
māra , endued with great lightness of hand and above al

l
fatigue , pierced him with many thousands o

f arrows . " Then
that bull among men (viz . , Drona ) slew that protector of

Yudhishthira ' s car -wheels , viz . , Kumāra , that hero observant

o
f

virtuous vows and accomplished in both mantras and wea
pons . And then penetrating into the midst of the (Pāndava )

host and careering in all directions , that bull among men , vi
z
. ,

Bharadwāja ' s so
n , became th
e

protector o
f thy troops . And

piercing Cikhandin with twelve arrows , and Uttamaujas with
twenty , and Nakula with five , and Sahadeva with seven , 87 and
Yudhishthira with twelve , and each of the (five ) sons of Drau
padi with three , and Sātyaki with five , and the ruler of the
Matsyas with ten arrows , 28 and agitating the entire host in that
battle , he rushed against the foremost warriors ( of the Pāndavas )

one after another . And then h
e

advanced against Kunti ' s son
Yudhishthira from desire o

f seizing h
im . ' Then Yugandhara ,

Oking , checked Bharadwāja ' s son , that mighty car -warrior

- filled with rage and resembling the very ocean lashed into fury
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by the tempest .58 Bharadwāja 's so
n , however , having pierced

Yudhishthira with many straight arrows , felled Yugandhara
with a broad -headed shaft from his niche in the car . 81 Then
Virāta , and Drupada , and the Kaikeya princes , and Sātyaki ,

and Civi , and Vyāghradatta the prince o
f

the Pānchālas , and
the valiant . Singhasena , 32 these , and many others , desirous o

f

rescuing Yudhishthira , surrounded Drona o
n a
ll

sides , and im
peded his way , scattering countless arrows . 88 Vyāghradatta ,

the prince o
f

the Panchālas , pierced Drona with fifty keen
pointed arrows , at which , o king , the troops uttered loud
shouts . 34 Then Singhasena also , quickly piercing that mighty
car -warrior , viz . , Drona , roared aloud in jo

y , striking terror
into the hearts o

f mighty car -warriors . 85 Drona then , expand
ing his eyes and rubbing his bowstring and producing loud
slaps o

f

h
is palms , rushed against the latter . 36 Then themighty

son o
f Bharadwāja , putting forth his prowess , cut off with a

couple o
f

broad -headed arrows the heads decked with ear
rings from the trunks of both Singhasena and Vyāghradatta . 8 *
And afflicting also , with his arrowy showers , the other mighty

car -warriors o
f

the Pāndavas , he stood in the front o
f Yudhish

thira ' s ca
r

like al
l
-destroying Death himself . 88 Then , O king ,

loud cries were heard among the warriors o
f Yudhishthira ' s army

to the effect , The king is slain , — when Bharadwāja ' s so
n

o
f

regulated vows thus stood in his vicinage . ' And the warriors
there all exclaimed , beholding Drona ' s prowess , - - Today th

e

royal son o
f

Dhritarashtra will be crowned with success ! 46

This very moment , Drona , having seized Yudhishthira ,will ,

filled with joy , assuredly come to us and Duryodhana ' s pre
sence . " ' _ While thy soldiers were indulging in such talk , Kunti ' s

son (Arjuna ) quickly came there , filling (the welkin ) with the
rattle o

f his car , 4 % and creating , as he came , owing to the
carnage h

e

caused , a river whose waters were blood , and whose
eddies were cars , and which abounded with the bones and
bodies o

f

brave warriors , and which bore creatures away to

where the spirits o
f

the departed dwell . 43 And the son of

Pandu came there , routing the Kurus , and quickly crossing
that river whose froth was constituted by : showers of arrows

and which abounded with fish in the form o
f

dances and other
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weapons." And the diadem -decked (Arjuna) suddenly came
upon Drona 's division , covering it with a thick network of
arrows and confounding the very senses (of those that followed

Drona ). Incessantly placing his arrows on the bowstring
and quickly shooting them , none could notice any lapse of

time between these two acts of the renowned so
n

o
f Kunti . "

Neither the (four cardinal ) directions , nor the welkin , nor the
firmament above , nor the earth , O king , could any longer b

e

distinguished , fo
r

everything then became one continuous mass

o
f

arrows . 47 Indeed , O king , when the wielder o
f Gāndiva

caused that thick darkness b
y

means o
f his arrows , nothing

could b
e

seen in that battle . Just then the Sun also se
t
,

enveloped with a dusty cloud . Niether friend nor fo
e

could any

longer b
e distinguished . 49 Then Drona and Duryodhana and

others caused the withdrawal of their troops . And ascer
taining the foe to be inspired with fear and unwilling to

continue the fight , 60 Vibhatsu also slowly caused h
is troops

to b
e withdrawn . Then the Pāndavas and the Srinjayas and

the Pānchālas , filled with joy , praised Pärtha with delightful
speeches like the Rishis praising the Sun . Having vanquished

his foes thus , Dhananjaya then , filled with joy , retired to his

tent , proceeding in the rear of the whole army , with Kecava

a
s

his companion . 52 - 53 And stationed o
n his beautiful ca
r

decked with the costliest specimens o
f sapphires and rubies and

gold and silver and diamonds and corals and crystals , the son

o
f

Pāndu looked resplendent like the moon in the firmament

bespangled with stars . ' " 48

SECTION XVII .

( Samsaptaka -badha Purva . )

“ Sanjaya said , — The troops of both armies , having pro
ceeded to their tents , duly took u

p

their quarters , o king ,

according to the divisions and the sub -divisions to which they

belonged . Having withdrawn the troops , Drona , in great cheer
lessness o

f

mind , beholding Duryodhana , said these words in

shame : - I told thee before that when Dhananjaya is b
y ,

Yudhishthira is incapable o
f being seized in battle by the
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very gods. Although al
l

o
f

you fell upon him in battle , yet
Pārtha frustrated a

ll your attempts . Do not doubt what I

say ; Krishna , and Pandu ' s son (Arjuna ) are invincible ! If ,

however , Arjuna of white steuds ca
n , by any means , be with

drawn (from Yudhishthira ' s side ) , then Yudhishthira , O king ,

shall soon come under thy control ! Let some one , challeng
ing him (Arjuna ) in battle draw him away to some other part

o
f

the field . The son o
f Kunti will not return without van

quishing him . Meanwhile , when Arjuna will not b
e b
y , I ,

O monarch , will seize king Yudhishthira the just , penetrating
through the Pandava host in the very sight o

f Dhrishta
dyumna ! Thus , O monarch , I will , without doubt , bring
Yudhishthira the son o

f Dharma , along with his followers ,

under control ! If that son of Pandu stays even fo
r
a moment

before me in battle , I will bring h
im

a captive from the field .

That feat will be more advantageous than victory (over the

Pāndava army ) ! _ '

" Sanjaya continued , — Hearing those words of Drona , the
ruler o

f

the Trigartas , O monarch , - with h
is

brothers , said
these words : : º _ We , o king , are always humiliated b

y

the

wielder o
f

Gāndiva ! O bull o
f Bharata ' s race , although we

have done him n
o injury , yet h
e

hath always injured u
s ! "

Remembering a
ll

those diverse instances o
f humiliation , we

burn in wrath and are never able to sleep a
t night ! " B
y

good luck , that Arjuna , armed with weapons , will stand b
e :

fore u
s . That , therefore , which is in our heart and which we

strive to accomplish , we are resolved to achieve now , ' ! that ,

viz . , which will be agreeable to thee , and which will bring u
s

renown ! Taking him out o
f

the field we will slay him . " Let
the earth today b

e without Arjuna o
r le
t
it be without the

Trigartas ! We truly swear this before thee ! This our Vow

will never b
e false ! 16 And Satyaratha and Satyavarman , O

Bhārata , and Satyavrata and Satyeshu , and Satyakarman also ,

having spoken similarly , " _ those five brothers together , - -with
ten thousand cars , came , O king , (before Duryodhana ) , having
taken that oath o

n the field o
f

battle . " And the Mālavas ,

and the Tundikeras with thirty thousand cars , and that tiger
among men , viz . , Suçarman , the ruler of Prasthala , 18 with the
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Māvelakas , the Lilithyas , and the Madrakas , accompanied by
ten thousand cars and his brothers ," and with another ten
thousand cars from diverse realms came forward fo

r taking

the oath . 24 Then bringing fire , and each making preparations

fo
r

igniting one fo
r

himself , they took u
p

ropes o
f

Kuça ;

grass and beautiful coats o
f

mail . And equipt in ·mail ,

bathed in clarified butter , clad in robes o
f

Kuça grass , and

'with their bowstrings serving a
s girdles , those heroes , who

had given away thousands and hundreds a
s ( sacrificial )

presents to Brāhmanas , » ? who had performed many sacrifices ,

had been blessed with children , and were deserving o
f

blessed

regions hereafter , who had nothing more to do in this world ,

who were prepared to lay down their lives in battle , and who
devoted their souls to the attainment o

f

fame and victory , " ?

who were desirous of soon repairing - b
y

fair fight to those re

gions (hereafter ) that are attainable b
y

means only o
f sacrifices

with abundant presents to Brāhmanas , and b
y

means also o
f

rites the chief amongst which are Brahmacharya and study

o
f

the Vedas , 24 those heroes , having each gratified Brāhmanas
by giving them gold , * and kine , and robes , and having address :

e
d one another in loving discourse , as ignited those fires and

took that vow in battle . And in the presence o
f those · fires ,

firmly resolved , they took that vow . 26 . And having made that
vow for the slaughter o

f Dhananjaya , they then , in the hear
ing o

f

a
ll

creatures , very loudly said , ? ? — Those regions that
are for persons who have never adopted any vows , those that
are for persons that slay a Brāhmana , 'those regions that are for
one who drinketh wine , those that are fo

r

him who hath adulters

ous connection with his preceptor ' s wife , 38 those that are for
him who robbeth the property of a Brāhmana , or for him who
enjoyeth the king ' s grant without satisfying the condition of that
grant , or fo

r

him who abandoneth one asking fo
r

shelter , or fo
r

him who slayeth a candidate fo
r

his favor , 29 those that are fo
r

persons that set fire to houses and fo
r

those that slay kine ;

those regions that a
re fo
r

those that injure others , those that

* Nishka , litterally , a golden coin , whose weight ' is diversely stated :

b
y

diverse authorities . - T . . : . : : . 39
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are fo
r

persons harbouring malice against Brāhmanas , 80 those
that are fo

r
him who from folly doth not seek the companion

ship of his wife in her season , those also that are fo
r

those

that seek the companionship o
f

women o
n

the day they have

to perform the Crāddha o
f their ancestors , those that are fo
r

persons that injure their own selves , ' or for those that mis
appropriate what is deposited with them from confidence , or fo

r

those that destroy learning , or for those that battle with eu
nuchs , or fo

r

those that follow persons that are mean , * * those
regions that are fo

r

atheists , or fo
r

those that abandon their

(sacred ) fires and mothers , and those regions also that are fo
r

the sinful , those shall b
e ours88 if without slaying Dhananjaya

we return from the field , or if , grinded b
y

him o
n the field , we

turn back from fear ! 84 If , again , we succeed in achieving in

battle feats the most difficult o
f accomplishment in the world ,

we shall then , without doubt , obtain the most desirable re

gions ! $ 6 — Having said these words , O king , those heroes then
marched to battle , summoning Arjuna towards the southern
part o

f

the field . 86 . That tiger among men , and subjugater of
hostile cities , viz . , Arjuna , thus challenged b

y

them , said these

words unto king Yudhishthira the just without any delay : 37 —

Summoned , I never turn back . This is my fixed vow . These
men , sworn to conquer o

r

die , are summoning me , o king , to

great battle * * This Suçarman here , with his brothers , sum
moneth me to battle . It behoveth thee to grant me permission

fo
r slaying him with all his followers . 39 O bull among men ,

I am unable to brooke this challenge . I tell thee truly , know
these foes to b

e (already ) slain in battle ! 4® –

' " 'Yudhishthira said , Thou hast heard , O child , in detail ,

what Drona hath resolved to accomplish ! Act thou in such

á way that , that resolve o
f

h
is may become futile 4
2 Drona

is endued with great might . He is a hero , accomplished in

arms , and above fatigue ! O mighty car -warrior , even h
e

hath

vowed my seizure 1
4
9

" 'Arjuna said , — " This Satyajit , О king , will today become
thy protector in battle ! A

s long a
s Satyajit lives , the precep

tor will never be able to accomplish his wish ! * 8 If , however ,

O lord , this tiger among men , viz , Satyajit , be slain in battle ,
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Yudhishthire

tions th
e
d

h
im aftectie

sought ) .

thou shouldst not then remain o
n the field even if surrounded

b
y

all (ourwarriors ) ! * 4 _

“ Sanjaya continued , - - King Yudhishthira then gave ( to

Arjuna ) the leave ( h
e sought ) . And h
e also embraced Arjuna

and eyed him affectionately . And diverse were the benedic
tions that the king uttered o

n

him . ' s Having made this arrang
ment ( fo

r

Yudhishthira ' s protection ) , * the mighty Pārtha went
out against the Trigartas , like a hungry lion , for assuaging
his hunger , upon a herd o

f
deer . Then Duryodhana ' s troops ,

filled with jo
y

a
t Arjuna ' s absence (from Yudhishthira ' s side ) ,

became furious fo
r

the seizure of Yudhishthira . " Then both
hosts , with great impetuosity , encountered each other , like
Gangā and Sarayu in the season o

f rains when both streams

are swollen with water . ? " 48

SECTION XVIII .

" Sanjaya said , 'The Samsaptakast then , filled with jo
y ,

took their stand o
n

a level field , having , with their cars
formed a

n array in the shape o
f

the half -moon . ' And those
tigers among men , beholding the diadem -decked (Arjuna ) come
towards them , were , O sire , filled with delight and uttered
loud shouts . That noise filled the welķin and all the points

o
f

the compass , cardinal and subsidiary . And because it was

a
n open plain covered only with men , it produced n
o echoes . "

Ascertaining them to b
e exceedingly delighted , Dhananjaya ,

with a partial smile , said these words unto Krishna : * - Behold ,

O thou that hast Devaki fo
r

thy mother , those Trigarta
brothers , who are about to perish in battle , are filled with
delight a

t
a time when they should weep ! S Or , this is , with

out doubt , the hour of delight (with them ) , since they will
obtain those excellent regions that are unattainable b

y

cow

ards ! - Having said these words unto the mighty -armed Hri ,

shikeça , Arjuna came upon the arrayed ranks of the Trigartas

* I adopt th
e

Bengal reading which is Vidhayaivam . The Bombay
reading is Vihdyainam , meaning " leaving Yudhishthira . - T .

+ Soldiers sworn to conquer o
r

die . Instead o
f using a long .winded

phrase each time , the word occurs , it is better to repeat it in this form . -
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in battle . Taking up then his conch called Devadatta decked

with gold, he blew it with great force , filling a
ll

the points o
f

the compass with it
s

blare . Terrified b
y

that blare , that car
host o

f

the Samsaptakas stood motionless in battle a
s
if it

was petrified . And a
ll their animals stood with eyes wide

open , ears and necks and lips paralysed , and legs motionless .

And they passed urine and vomited blood . 10 Regaining con
sciousness then , and placing their ranks in proper order , they
shot their arrows a

ll
a
t

once a
t

the so
n

o
f

Pāndu . " Capable

o
f displaying his prowess with great speed , Arjuna , with five

and ten arrows , cut of
f

those thousands o
f

arrows before they

could reach him . " They then pierced Arjuna , each with ten
arrows . Pārtha pierced each o

f

them with three arrows . ' s

Then each o
f them , O king , pierced Pārtha with five arrows .

Endued with great prowess , he pierced each of them in return

with two arrows . " 4 And , once again , excited with wrath , they

quickly poured upon Arjuna and Keçava countless arrows like

the clouds pouring upon a lake their incessant showers . 15 Then
those thousands o

f

arrows fell upon Arjuna like flights o
f

bees

upon a flowering cluster o
f

trees in the forest . 16 Then Suvāhu
deeply pierced Arjuna ' s diadem with thirty shafts endued with

the strength o
f

adamant . " ? With those straight shafts equipt

with wings o
f gold fixed o
n his diadem , Arjuna , as if decked

with ornaments o
f gold , shone like the (newly ) risen Sun . 18

The son o
f

Pāndu then , in ' that battle , with a broad -headed

arrow , cut off the leathern fence o
f

Suvāhu , and covered S
u

vāhu himself with showers o
f

arrows . 29 Then Suçarman and
Suratha and Sudharman and Sudhanwan and Suvāhu pierced

Pārtha with ten arrows . " Pārtha , having the excellent ape

o
n his banner , pierced a
ll

o
f

them in return with many

arrows , and also cut o
ff , with some broad -headed shafts ,

their standards made o
f gold . And cutting o
ff the bow

o
f Sudhanwan , he slew with his arrows the latter ' s steeds .

And then h
e

cut of
f

from his trunk the latter ' s head graced
with turban . 22 Upon the fall o

f

that hero , his followers were

terrified . And struck with panic they a
ll

fled away to where

Duryodhana ' s forces were , 38 Then Vāsava ' s son , filled with
wrath , smote that mighty host with incessant showers o

f
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arrows like the Sun destroying darkness by means of his in
cessant rays .24 Then when that bost broke and melted away

on a
ll

sides and Arjuna was filled with wrath , the Trigartas

were struck with fear . While being slaughtered b
y

Pārtha

with his straight shafts , they remained where they stood ,

deprived o
f their senses , like a terrified herd o
f deer . " Then

the king o
f the Trigartas , filled with rage , addressed those

mighty ca
r
-warriors , saying , - Do not fly , ye beroes ! It be

hoveth y
e

not to b
e frightened ! " Having , in the sight of

all the troops , taken those terrible oaths , repairing thither ,

what shall y
e say unto the leaders o
f Duryodhana ' s host ? a *

Do we not incur ridicule in the world b
y

such a cowardly ) act

in battle ? Therefare , cease ye al
l , and fight according to your

strength ! * ! — Thus addressed , O king , those heroes , repeatedly
uttering loud shouts , blew their conchs , gladdening one ano
ther , 86 Then those Samsaptakas once more returned to the

field , with the Nārāyana cowherds , resolved to face Death
himself . ' " 31

" Sanjaya said , - 'Beholding those Samsaptakås once more
return to the field , Arjuna addressed the high -souled Võsudeva ,

saying , ' Urge the steeds , O Hrishikeça , towards the Samsap .

takas . They will not give u
p

the battle alive . This is what

I think . Today thou shalt witness the terrible might ofmy
arms a

s

also o
fmy bow ! Today I shall slay all these like

Rudrå slaying creatures ( a
t

the end o
f the Yuga ) ! & _ Hearing

these words , the invincible Krishna smiled , and gladdening
him with auspicious speeches , conveyed Arjuna to those places

whither th
e

latter desired to g
o . While borne in battle b
y

those white steeds , that car looked exceedingly resplendent

like a celestial car borne along the firmament , * And like
Cakra ' s car , O king , in the battle between the gods and the
Asuras in days of ol

d , it displayed circular , forward , backward ,

o
f The second line o
f

this verse is read incorrectly in the Bengal

texta . - T
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and diverse other kinds of motion . Then the Nārāyanas,

excited with wrath and armed with diverse weapons,surrounded
Dhananjaya, covering h

im with showers o
f

arrows . And , O

bull o
f

Bharata ' s race , they soon made Kunti ' s son Dhananjaya ,

together with Krishna , perfectly invisible in that battle .

Then Phālguna , excited with wrath , doubled his energy , and
quickly rubbing it

s string , grasped Gāndiva , ( firmly ) in that
battle . Causing wrinkles to form themselves o

n his brow ,

sure indications o
f

wrath , — the son o
f

Pāndu blew his prodi

gious conch call Devadatta , 10 And then h
e

shot the weapon

called Tāshtra that is capable o
f slaying large bodies o
f

foes

together . Thereupon thousands of separate forms started into
existence there ( o

f Arjuna himself and Väsudeva ) . " Con
founded b

y

those diverse images after the form o
f Arjuna , the

troops began to strike each other , each regarding the other as

Arjuna ' s self . " - - This is Arjuna ! — This is Govinda ! - - There
are Pāndu ' s son and he of Yadu ' s race ! - Uttering such ex
clamations , and deprived of their senses , they slew one another

in that battle . ' Deprived o
f

their senses b
y

that mighty

weapon , they slew one another . Indeed , those warriors (while
striking one another ) looked beautiful like blossoming Kin
çukas . 14 Consuming those thousands o

f arrows shot b
y

them ,

that (mighty ) weapon despatched those heroes to Yama ' s

abode . Then Vibhatsu , laughing , crushed with his arrows
the Lilithya , the Mālava , the Māvellaka , and the Trigarta

warriors . 16 While those Kshatriyas , urged b
y

fate , were thus
slaughtered b

y

that hero , they shot at Pārtha showers o
f

diverse kinds o
f

arrows . ? ? Overwhelmed with that terrible

shower o
f

arrows , neither Arjuna , nor his car ,nor Kecava , could
any longer b

e

seen . ' Seeing their arrows strike the aim , they
uttered many joyous shouts . And regarding the two Krishnas

a
s already slain , they joyously waved their garments in the ai
r
. ' '

And those heroes also blew their conchs and beat their drums

and cymbals b
y

thousands , and uttered many leonine shouts , O

sire 1
2
0

Then Krishna , covered with sweat , and much weaken

e
d , addressed Arjuna , saying , — Where art thou , O Pārtha ! I

d
o not see thee ! Art thou alive , O slayer of foes Hearing

these words o
f

his , Dhananjaya with great speed dispelled , b
y



60 [SAMSAPTAXAMAHABHARATA ,

means of the Vayåvya weapon , that arrowy downpour shot by

his foes. Then the illustrious Vāyu (the presiding deity of

that mighty weapon ) bore away crowds of Samsaptakas with
steeds and elephants and cars and weapons , as if these were dry
leaves of trees .28 Borne away by the wind , O king , they looked

highly beautiful , like flights of birds, O monarch , flying away

from trees .24 Then Dhananjaya , having afflicted them thus,
with great speed struck hundreds and thousands of them with
sharp shafts.25 And he cut of

f

their heads , and also hands
with weapons in grasp , by means of his broad -headed arrows .

And h
e

felled o
n the ground , with his shafts , their thighs

resembling the trunks o
f elephants . 26 And some had their backs

mangled , and some were deprived o
f legs , and some were

wounded o
n their backs , arms , and eyes . And thus Dhanan

jaya deprived h
is foes o
f

diverse limbs . 27 And cars decked
and equipt according to rule , and looking like the vapoury
edifices in the welkin , he cut o

ff

into fragments b
y

means

o
f

his arrows , slaying their riders and steeds and elephants . 28

And in many places crowds o
f cars , whose standards had been

cut of
f , looked like forests o
f

headless palmyras . ' And ele
phants with excellent weapons , banners , hooks , and standards ,
fell down like wooded mountains split with Cakra ' s thunder . 30
Graced with tails looking like those o

f

the yak , and covered
with coats o

fmail , and with their entrails and eyes dragged out ,

steeds , along with their riders , rolled o
n the ground , slain by .

means o
f

Pārtha ' s shafts . No longer holding in their grasp

the swords that had served for their nails , with their coats o
f

mail torn and the joints o
f their bones broken , foot -soldiers ,

with their vital limbs cut open , helplessly laid themselves down

o
n the field , slain b
y

means o
f Arjuna ' s arrows . And the

field o
f

battle assumed a
n awful beauty in consequence o
f

those warriors slain o
r

in course o
f being slaughtered , falling

and fallen , staying o
r

in course o
f being whirled along 83 And

the a
ir

was purified o
f

the dust that had arisen , b
y

means

o
f

the showers o
f blood (caused b
y

Arjuna ' s arrows ) . And
the earth , strewn with hundreds of headless trunks , became
impassable . 84 And the car of Vibhatsu in that battle shone
fiercely like the ca
r

o
f Rudra himself while engaged a
t the
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end of the Yuga in destroying all creatures." While slaughter

ed by Pārtha thus, those warriors , with their steeds and cars
and elephants in great distress, ceased not to rush against
him , though , deprived of life one after another , they had to

become the guests of Cakra." Then the field of battle , O chief
of the Bharatas, strewn with mighty car-warriors deprived of
life , looked dreadful like Yama 's domains abounding with the
spirits of departed creatures.37 Meanwhile , when Arjuna was
furiously engaged (with the Samsaptakas ), Drona , at the head
of h

is

forces arrayed fo
r

battle , rushed against Yudhishhira . "

And many warriors , accomplished in smiting and properly

arrayed , followed him , actuated b
y

the desire o
f seizing Yu

dhishthira . The battle then that ensued became exceedingly

fierce . " " 39

SECTION XX .

“ Sanjaya said , "Having passed the night , that mighty car
warrior , viz . , Bharadwāja ' s son , addressed Suyodhana , O
monarch , saying , - I am thine ! * . I have made arrangements
for Pārtha ' s encounter with the Samsaptakas ! + - After Pārtha
went out for slaying the Samsaptakas , Drona then , at the
head o

f his troops arrayed fo
r

battle , proceeded , O chief of the
Bharatas , fo

r

seizing king Yudhishthira the just . Seeing that
Drona had arrayed his forces in the form o

f
a Garuda , Yu

dhishthira disposed his troops in counter array in the form o
f
a

semicircle . In the mouth o
f

that Garuda was the mighty

car -warrior Drona himself . And it
s

head was formed b
y

king

Duryodhana surrounded b
y

h
is uterine brothers . And Krita

varman and the illustrious Kripa formed the two eyes of that
Garuda . And Bhutaçarman , and Kshemaçarman , and the

-valiant Karakāksha , and the Kalingas , the Singhalas , the East
erners , the Cudras , the Ahiras , the Dāçerakas , the Cakas , the
Yavanas , the Kāmvojas , the Hangsapādas , ” the Curasenas , the

* The second line is read differently in the Bombay text . - T .

+ It seems that the text here is vicious . It certainly requires
settling . One complete sloka seems to be wanting . - I .
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Daradas , the Madràs , and the Kaikeyas, with hundreds and
thousands of elephants , steeds, cars , and foot-soldiers , were
stationed in it

s

neck . And Bhuriçravas , and Calya , and Soma
datta , and Vālhika , these heroes , surrounded b

y
a full Akshaus

hini , took u
p

their position in the right wing . ' And Vinda and
Anuvinda o

f Avanti , and Sudakshina the ruler of the Kāmvojas ,

stationed themselves in the left wing a
t

the head , however , of

Drona ' s son Açwatthāman . 20 In the back ( of that Garuda )

were the Kalingas , the Amvashthas , the Māgadhas , the Paun
dras , the Madrakas , the Gāndhāras , the Cakunas , the Eastern
ers , the Mountaineers , and the Vaçātis . " In th

e

tail stood
Vikartana ' s son Karna ,with his sons , kinsmen , and friends , and
surrounded b

y
a large force raised from diverse realms . 18 Jaya

dratha , and Bhimaratha , and Sampāti , and the Yājas , and the
Bhojas , and Bhuminjaya , and Vrisha , and Krātha , and the
mighty ruler o

f the Nishadbas , 18 all accomplished in battle ,

surrounded b
y
a large host and keeping the region o
f Brahma

before their eyes , stood , o king , in the bosom o
f

that array . 14

That array , formed b
y

Drona , in consequence o
f

it
s

foot -soldiers ,

steeds , cars , and elephants , seemed to dance like the tempest

tossed ocean ( as it advanced to battle ) . 15 Warriors , desirous

o
f

battle , began to start out from the wings and sides o
f

that

array like roaring clouds charged with lightning rushing from

a
ll

sides ( in the welkin ) a
t

summer . 16 And in the midst o
f

that array , the ruler of the Prāgjyotishas ,mounted o
n his duly

equipt elephant , looked resplendent , o king , like the rising

Sun . a ? Decked , O monarch , in garlands of flowers , and with

a white umbrella held over his head , he looked like the moon

a
t

full when in conjunction with the constellation Kirtikā . "

And h
is juice -blind elephant , looking like a mass of black

antimony , shone like a huge mountain washed b
y

mighty

clouds (with their showers ) . And the ruler o
f the Prāg . *

jyotishas was surrounded b
y

many heroic kings o
f

the hilly

countries armed with diverse weapons , like Cakra himself
surrounded b

y

the celestials , 20 Then Yudhishthira , behold
ing that superhuman array incapable o

f being vanquished

b
y

foes in battle , addressed Prishata ' s son , saying , * _ lord ,

O thou that ownest steeds white as pigeons , lo
t
. such measures

oon
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be adopted that I may not be taken a prisoner by the Brāh
mana !

“ Dhrishtadyumna said , - 0 thou of excellent vows , never
shalt thou be placed under the power of Drona , however much
may be strive ! Even I shall check Drona today with all his
followers !23 As long as I am alive, O thou of Kuru 's race , it
behoveth thee not to feel any anxiety . Under no circumstances

is Drona able to vanquish me in battle 1
4
4
–

" Sanjaya continued , — Having said these words , the mighty
son o

f Drupada owning steeds o
f

the hue o
f pigeons , scatter

ing h
is

shafts , rushed himself at Drona . Beholding that ( to

him ) evil omen in the shape of Dhrishtadyumna stationed before

him , Drona soon became exceedingly cheerless . Beholding

this , that crusher of foes , viz . , thy son Durmukha , desirous of

doing what was agreeable to Drona , began to check Dhrishta
dyumna . s ? Then a terrible and a fierce battle took place , O

Bhārata , between the brave son of Prishata and thy son Dur
mukha . " Then Prishata ' s son , quickly covering Durmukha
with a shower o

f

arrows , checked Bharadwāja ' s son also with

& thick arrowy downpour . " Beholding Drona checked , thy

son Durmukha quickly rushed at Prishata ' s son and confounded
him with clouds of arrows o

f diverse kinds . And while the
prince o

f the Pānchālas and that foremost one o
f Kuru ' s race

were thus engaged in battle , Drona consumed many portions

o
f

Yudhishthira ' s host . A
s
a mass o
f

clouds is dispersed in

different directions b
y

the wind , even so was Yudhishthira ' s

host , inmany parts of the field , dispersed b
y

Drona . 89 For only

a short while d
id that battle look beautiful . And then , o

king , it became a
n encounter o
f

infuriate persons in which n
o

consideration was shown fo
r

anybody . 88 · And the combatants
could n

o longer distinguish their own from the foe . And the

battle went on , the warriors being guided b
y

inferences and

watch -words . 84 Upon the gems on their head -gears , upon their
necklaces and other ornaments , and upon their coats o

f mail ,

rays o
f light like those of the Sun seemed to fall and play , 85

And cars and elephants and steeds , decked with floating

banners , seemed in that battle to resemble masses of clouds
with rows o

f

cranes under them , 86 And men slew men , and
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steeds of fiery metal slew steeds, and car -warriors slew car
warriors , and elephants slew elephants.87 And soon a fierce
and terrible encounter took place between elephants with

tall standards on their backs and mighty compeers (rushing
against them ).88 And in consequence of those huge creatures
rubbing their bodies against those of hostile compeers and

tearing one another (with their tusks), fires mixed with smoke
were engendered there by (such ) friction of countless tusks

with tusks.89 Shorn of the standards (on their backs ), those
elephants , in consequence of the fires engendered by their
tusks, looked like masses of clouds in the welkin charged with
lightning. And the earth , strewn with elephants dragging
(hostile compeers ) and roaring and falling down , looked beauti
ful like the autumnal sky overspread with clouds. And the
roars of those elephants while they were being slaughtered with

showers of shafts and lances , resembled the roll of clouds in the
rainy season .43 And some huge elephants , wounded with lances
and shafts , became panicstruck . And others amongst those
creatures , left the field with loud cries *.48 And some elephants
there, struck by others with their tusks , uttered fierce cries of

distress that resembled the roll of the all-destroying clouds

at the end of the Yuga .44 And some, turned back by huge
compeers, returned to the charge , urged on by sharp hooks ,

And crushing hostile ranks, they began to slay a
ll

who came

in their way . 45 And elephant -drivers , attacked b
y elephant

drivers with arrows and lances , fell down from the backs o
f

their beasts , their weapons and hooks loosened from their

hand . And many elephants , without riders o
n their backs ,

wandered hither and thither like clouds torn from mightier

masses , and then fell down , encountering one another . 47 And
some huge elephants , bearing o

n their backs slain and fallen

warriors or those whose weapons had fallen down , wandered

in a
ll

directions singly . 44
8

And in the midst o
f

that carnage ,

* The second line o
f

this verse is certainly vicious . - T .

+ Ekacharūs is explained b
y

Nilakantha as " unable to bear the sight

o
f

others of their species , " i . e . , walking by themselves , or solitarily or

singly . Some of the vernacular translators a
re for taking this word a
s

implying the Rhinoceros — T ,



BADHA PARVA . 65. DRONA PARVA .

some elephants , attacked or in course of being attacked with

lances, swords , and battle -axes , fell down in course of that
awful carnage , uttering cries of distress .49 And the Earth ;

suddenlly struck with the falling bodies , huge as hills , of those
creatures all around , trembled and uttered loud sounds.s0 And

with those elephants slain along with their riders and lying a
ll

about with the standards o
n their backs , the Earth looked

beautiful as if strewn with hills . " And the drivers o
n the

backs o
f many elephants , with their breasts pierced b
y

car
warriors with broad -headed shafts in that battle , fell down ,

their lances and hooks loosened from their grasp . 52 And some
elephants , struck with long shafts , uttered crane - like cries ,

and ran in all directions , crushing friends and foes with their

tread . 53 And covered with countless bodies of elephants and
steeds and ca

r
-warriors , the earth , 0 king , became miry with

flesh and blood . 54 And large cars with wheels and many
without wheels , crushed with the points o

f their tusks , were
thrown u

p

b
y

elephants , with the warriors mounted o
n

them . "
Cars were seen deprived o

f warriors . And riderless steeds and
elephants ran in a

ll

directions , afflicted with wounds . 56 And
there sire slew son , and so

n

slew sire , fo
r

the battle that

took place was exceedingly fierce and nothing could b
e dis

tinguished . 57 Men sank ankle -deep in the gory mire and looked
like tall trees whose lower parts were swallowed u

p

in a

blazing forest -conflagration . 58 And robes and coats o
f mail

and umbrellas and standards having been dyed with blood ,

everything seemed to b
e bloody o
n the field . 59 Large bodies

o
f

slain steeds , of cars , and of men , were again cut into frag

ments b
y

rolling ca
r
-wheels . And that se
a

o
f troops having

elephants for it
s

current , and slain men for it
s
( floating ) moss

and weeds , and cars for its fierce eddies , looked terribly beauti
ful . " Warriors , having steeds and elephants fo

r

their large

vessels , and desirous o
f victory a
s their wealth , plunged into

that se
a , and instead of sinking in it endeavoured to deprive

their enemies o
f

their senses . 62 When a
ll

the warriors , each

· bearing particular signs , were covered with arrowy showers ,

there was none amongst them who lost heart though all were

deprived o
f their signs , 68 In that fierce and awful battle ,
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Drona , confounding th
e

senses o
f

h
is

foes , ( at last ) rushed a
t

Yudhishthira . ' ” +

SECTION XXI ,

" Sanjaya continued , — Then Drona , beholding Yudhishthira
near him , fearlessly received him with a thick shower o

f

arrows . And there arose a loud noise among the troops o
f

Yudhishthira ' s army like what is made by the elephants belong
ing to a herd when their leador is attacked b

y
a mighty lion . "

Beholding Drona , the brave Satyajit , of prowess incapable of

being baffled , rushed a
t the preceptor who was desirous o
f

seiz
ing Yudhishthira . ' The preceptor and the Panchāla prince ,

both endued with great might , fought with each other , agitat
ing each other ' s troops , like Indra and Vali . " Then Satyajit , of

prowess incapable o
f

being baffled , invoking a mighty weapon ,

pierced Drona with keen -pointed arrows . ' And Satyajit shot

a
t

Drona ' s charioteer five arrows , fatal as snake -poison and each
looking like Death himself . The charioteer , thus struck , be
came deprived o

f his senses . ' Then Satyajit quickly pierced
Drona ' s steeds with te

n

shafts ; and filled with rage h
e next

pierced each o
f

his Pārshni drivers with ten shafts . ? And
then h

e

coursed a
t

the head o
f

h
is troops o
n his ca
r

in a cir
cular motion . Excited with wrath , he cu

t

o
ff

the standard

o
f

Dronn , that crusher of foes . Drona then , that chastiser o
f

foes , beholding these feats o
f his fo
e

in battle , mentally
resolved to despatch h

im

to the other world . * ' The preceptor ,

cutting o
ff Satyajit ' s bow with arrow fixed thereon , quickly

pierced h
im with ten arrows capable o
f penetrating into the

very vitals . 10 Thereupon the valiant Satyajit , quickly tak
ing u

p

another bow , struck Drona , O king , with thirty arrows
winged with the feathers o

f the Kanka bird . " Beholding
Drona (thus ) encountered in battle b

y

Satyajit , the Pāndavas , O

king , shouted in jo
y

and waved their garments . " . Then themighty
Vrika , o king , excited with great wrath , pierced Drona in

the centre o
f

the chest with sixty arrows . That feat seemed

• Literally , " thought in his mind that bia bour was come . " - T .
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highly wonderful ." Then thatmighty car -warrior , viz., Drona ,
of great impetuosity , covered with the arrowy showers (of

h
is

foes ) , opened h
is eyes wide and mustered a
ll

h
is energy . . .

Then cutting o
ff

the bows of both Satyajit and Vrika , Drona ,

with si
x

shafts , slew Vrika with h
is

charioteer and steeds . '

Then Satyajit , taking u
p

another bow that was tougher ,

pierced Drona with his steeds , his charioteer , and his standard .

Thus afflicted in battle b
y

the prince o
f

the Pānchālas , Dron &

could not brook that act . For the destruction then o
f his fo
e ,

h
e quickly sped his arrows ( a
t

him ) . " Drona then covered with
incessant showers o

f arrows his antagonist ' s steeds and standard

a
s also the handle o
f

h
is

bow , and both his Pārshni drivers . * *

But though his bowswere (thus ) repeatedly cut of
f , the prince

o
f the Pānchālas , conversant with the highest weapons , con

tinued to battle with him o
f

red steeds . " Beholding Satyajit
swell with energy in that dreadful combat , Drona cut of

f

that
illustrious warrior ' s head with a crescent - shaped arrow . * 34 Upon
the slaughter o

f that foremost of combatants , that mighty car
warrior among the Pānchālas , Yudhishthira , from fear of Drona ,
Aled away , (borne ) b

y

Aleet steeds . " Then the Pānchālas , the
Kekayas , the Matsyas , the Chedis , the Kärushas , and the Koça
las , eying Drona , rushed a

t

him , desirous of rescuing Yudhish
thira . " The preceptor , however , that slayer o

f large numbers

o
f

foes , desirous o
f seizing Yudhishthira , began to consume

those divisions , like fire consuming heaps o
f

cotton . " Then
Catānika , the younger brother o

f

the ruler o
f

the Matsyas ,

rushed a
t

Drona who was thus engaged in incessantly des
troying those divisions ( o

f

the Pāndava host ) . 34 And Catānika ,

piercing Drona along with his driver and steeds with si
x

shafts
bright a

s

the rays o
f

the Sun , and polished b
y

the hands of

their forger , uttered loud shouts . And engaged in a cruel act ,

and endeavouring to decomplish what was difficult o
f attain

ment , he covered Bharadwāja ' s son , that mighty car -warrior ,

with showers o
f

arrows . f " Then Drona , with a
n

arrow sharp

Literally , "half -moon -shaped . – T .

+ Cruel , because it was a Brahmana with whom Catanika was fight

is , , .
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as razor , quickly cut of
f

from his trunk the head , decked with
ear -rings , of Catānika thus shouting a

t

him . Thereupon the
Matsya warriors all fled away . a ? Having vanquished the Mat
syas , the son of Bharadwāja then defeated the Chedis , the
Kārushas , the Kaikeyas , the Pānchālas , the Srinjayas , and the
Pāndus repeatedly . 98 Beholding that hero o

f

the golden car

excited with rage and consuming their divisions like a fire
consuming a forest , the Srinjayas trembled (with fear ) . ' En
dued with great activity and slaughtering the fo

e

ceaselessly ,

the twang o
f

the bowstring , as he streched his bow , was heard

in all directions . 30 Fierce arrows shot b
y

that warrior endued

with great lightness o
f

hand , crushed elephants and steeds and
foot -soldiers and ca

r
-warriors and elephant -riders . A
s
a mighty

mass o
f roaring clouds in summer with violent winds (blowing )

poureth a shower o
f

hail -stones , so d
id Drona pour his arrowy

hero , that great bowman , that dispeller o
f

the fears o
f

his

friends , careered in all directions ( of the field ) agitating the

(hostile ) host , * The bow , decked with gold , of Drona of im
measurable energy , was seen in a

ll

directions like the flashes o
f

lightning in the clouds . 34 The beautiful altar o
n his banner ,

a
s h
e

careered in battle , O Bhārata , was seen to resemble a

crest o
f Himavat . The slaughter that Drona caused among

the Pāndava troops was very great , resembling that caused b
y

Vishnu himself , the adored o
f

both gods and Asuras , among

the Daitya host . * 6 Heroic , truthful in speech , endued with
great wisdom and might , and possessed o

f prowess incapable o
f

being baffled , the illustrious Drona caused a river to flow there
that was fierce and capable o

f striking the timid with fear . Coats

o
f

mail formed it
s

waves , and standards it
s

eddies . And it

carried away ( as it ran ) large numbers o
f

mortal creatures .

And elephants and steeds constituted it
s great alligators , and

swords formed it
s

fishes . And it was incapable o
f being easily

crossed over . The bones of brave warriors formed it
s

pebbles ,

and drumsand cymbals it
s

tortoises . And shields and armour
formed it

s

boats , and the hair o
f

warriors it
s floating moss

and weeds . And arrows constituted it
s

wavelets and bows

it
s

current . And the arms of the combatants formed it
s
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snakes .* And that river of fierce current , running over the
field of battle, bore away both the Kurus and the Srinjayas .
And the heads of human beings constituted it

s

stones , and

their thighs it
s

fishes . And maces constituted the rafts ( b
y

which many sought to cross it ) . And head -gears formed the
froth that covered it

s surface , and the entrails ( of animals )

it
s reptiles . Awful ( in mien ) , it bore away heroes ( to the other

world ) . And blood and flesh constituted it
s

mire . And ele
phants formed it

s

corocodiles , and standards the trees ( on it
s

banks ) . Thousands of Kshatriyas sunk in it . Fierce , clogged

with (dead ) bodies , and having horse -soldiers and elephant

warriors for it
s

sharks , it was extremely difficult to cross it .

And that river ran towards the abode o
f Yama . 37 - 45 And it

abounded with Rākshasas and dogs and jackalls . And it was

baunted b
y

fierce cannibals all around . 44

" Then many Pāndava warriors headed b
y

Kunti ' s son ,rush

in
g

a
t Drona , that mighty car -warrior consuming their divisions

like Death himself , surrounded him o
n a
ll

sides . Indeed ,
those brave warriors completly encompassed Drona who was
scorching everything around him like the Sun himself scorching

the world with his rays . Then the kings and the princes of thy
army , with upraised weapons , al

l

rushed fo
r

supporting that hero

and great bowman . " Then Cikhandin pierced Drona with five
straight arrows . And Kshatradharman pierced him with twenty

arrows ,and Vasudāna with five . 48 And Uttamaujas pierced him
with three arrows , and Kshatradeva with five . And sātyaki
pierced him in that battle with a hundred arrows , and Yudhā .

manyu with eight . ' And Yudhishthira pierced Drona with a

dozen shafts ,and Dhrishtadyumna pierced h
im with te
n ,and Che

kitāna with three . Then Drona of unbaffled a
im and resembl

ing an elephant with rent temples , getting over the ca
r
-division

( o
f

the Pāndavas ) , overthrew Dridhasena . " Approaching then
king Kshema who was battling fearlessly , he struck him with
nine arrows . Thereupon Kshema , deprived o

f life , fell down from
his car . Getting then into the midst of the (hostile ) troops ,

* The Bengal reading Vahupallava is a mistake . The correct reading

is Páhupannaga a
s
in th
e

Bombay text . - T .
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he careered in a
ll

directions , protecting others but himself in no

need of protection . " He then pierced Cikhandin with twelve
arrows ,and Uttamaujas with twenty . And h

e despatched Vasu
dāna with a broad -headed arrow to the abode o

f Yama . " And

h
e

pierced Kshemivarman with eighty -arrows , and Sudakshina
with si

x

and twenty . And he felled Kshatradeva with a broad

headed arrow from his niche in the ca
r
. " And having pierced

Yudhămanyu with sixtyfour arrows , and Satyaki with thirty ,

Drona o
f

the golden car quickly approached Yudhishthira . "

Then Yudhishthira , that best of kings , quickly fled away from
the preceptor , borne b

y

his fleet steeds . Then Pānchālya rush

e
d a
t

Drona . Drona slew that prince , cutting o
ff his bow ,

and felling his steeds and charioteer along with him . Deprived

o
f

life , the prince fell down o
n the earth from his ca
r

like a

luminary loosened from the firmament . " Upon the fall of

that illustrious prince o
f

the Pānchālas , loud .cries were heard
there o

f
_ Slay Drona , Slay Drona ! 5 . — The mighty Drona then

began to crush and mangle the Pānchālas , the Matsyas , the
Kaikeyas , the Srinjayas , and the Påndavas , al

l

excited with

rage . And supported b
y

the Kurus , Drona then vanquished
Satyaki , and Chekitāna , and Dbrishtadyumna , and Cikhandin ,
and Vārdhakshemi , and Chitrasena ' s son , and Senāvindu , and
Suvarchasa , al

l

these , and numerous other kings . 61 - 68 Thy
warriors , O king , having obtained th

e

victory in that great

battle , slew the Pandavas as they fled away in a
ll

directions . "

And the Panchālas , the Kaikeyas , and the Matsyas , thus
slaughtered on a

ll

sides like the Dānavas b
y

Indra , began to

tremble (with fear ) . ' "

SECTION XXII .

" Dhritarăshtra said , - 'When the Pandavas were broken b
y

Bharadwāja ’ s son in that dreadful battle , and the Panchālas
also , was there anybody that approached Drona fo

r

battle ?

Alas , beholding Drona stationed in battle , like a yawning tiger

o
r

a
n elephant with rent temples , ready to la
y

down his lif
e

in

battle , well -armed , conversant with a
ll

modes o
f fight , that

great bowman , that tiger among men ,that enhancer of the fears
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of foes,grateful, devoted to truth , ever desirous of benefiting
Duryodhana , - alas, beholding him at the head of his troops ,

was there no man that could approach him , with a laudable
determination fo

r
battle , a determination that enhances the

renown o
f Kshatriyas , that mean -spirited persons can never

form , and that is distinctive only of foremost of persons ? Tell
me , O Sanjaya , who were those heroes that approached the son

o
f Bharadwāja , beholding him a
t

the head o
f

his forces ? °8 -

" Sanjaya said , - "Beholding the Panchålas , th
e

Pandavas ,

theMatsyas , the Srinjayas , the Chedis , and the Kaikeyas , thus
routed after being broken in battle b

y
Drona with his shafts ,

beholding them thus driven from the field b
y

those showers o
f

fleet arrows shot from Drona ' s bow like vessels sent adrift by

the awful waves of the tempest - tossed ocean , ” the Kauravas
with many leonine shouts and with the noise o

f
diverse instru

ments , began to assail the cars and elephants and foot -soldiers

( of that hostile host ) from a
ll

sides . And beholding those

( ileeing soldiers o
f

the Pandavas ) , king Duryodhana , stationed

in the midst of his own forces and encompassed b
y

h
is

own

relatives and kinsmen , filled with jo
y

and laughing a
s h
e

spoke ,

said these words unto Karna .

« Duryodhana said , Behold , O Rādha ' s son , the Panchālas
broken b

y

that firm bowman (Drona ) with his shafts , like a

herd o
f

wild deer frightened b
y
a lion ! 10 These , I think , will

not again come to battle ! They have been broken b
y

Drona

likemighty trees b
y

the tempest ! " Amicted b
y

that high

souled warrior with those shafts winged with gold , they a
re

fleeing away , no two persons being together ! Indeed , they

seem to b
e dragged in eddies all over the field : " Checked b
y

the Kauravas a
s

also b
y

the high -souled Drona , they a
re

huddling close to one another like ( a herd o
f
) elephants in the

midst of a conflagration . " Likė a blosoming tree penetrated

b
y

flights o
f

bees , these warriors , pierced with the sharp shafts

o
f

Drona , are huddling close to one another as they are flying

away from the field ! ! 4 There , the wrathful Bhima , abandoned

b
y

the Pandavas and the Srinjayas , and surrounded b
ymy war

riors , delighteth me greatly , O Karna ! " It is evident , that
wicked wight beholdeth the world today to b

e

full o
f

Drona !
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Without doubt , that son of Pāndu hath today become hopeless
of life and kingdom !16_

“ Karna said ,— That mighty -armed warrior will not certain
ly abandon the battle as long as he is alive . Nor will he, O
tiger among men , brook these leonine shouts (of ours )."? Nor

brave, endued with great might, accomplished in weapons, and
difficult of being resisted in battle .18 Recollecting the woes
caused them by our attempts at poisoning and burning them ,

and the woes that arose from the match at dice , bearing in
mind also their exile in the woods, the Pāndavas, I think , will
not abandon the battle . The mighty -armed Vrikodara of

immeasurable energy hath already turned back ( fo
r

the fight ) ,

The son o
f Kunti will certainly slay many foremost of our car

warriors . 20 With sword and bow and dart , with steeds and eles .

phants and men and cars , * with his mace made of iron , he will .

slay crowds upon crowds ( o
f

our soldiers ) . Other car -warriors
headed b

y Sātyaki , together with the Pānchālas , the Kekayas ,

the Matsyas , and especially the Pāndavas , are following him . *

They are a
ll

brave , and possessed of great might and prowess .
Mighty car -warriors , they are again le

d b
y

Bhima in wrath ?
Those bulls o

f

Kuru ' s race , surrounding Vrikodara o
n a
ll

sides

like the clouds surrounding the Sun , begin to approach Dron &

from a
ll

sides . 24 Closely intent upon one object , these will
certainly afflict the unprotected Drona like flights o

f insects o
n

the point of death afflicting a blazing lamp . * Accomplished

in weapons , they are certainly competent to resist Drona .

Heavy is the burthen , I think , that now rests o
n Bharadwāja ' s

son . Let u
s

then quickly g
o

to the spot where Drona is .

Let not these slay him o
f regulated vows like wolves slaying &

mighty elephant ! ? ? — '

“Sanjaya continued , — Hearing these words o
f Rādheya ,

king Duryodhana then , accompanied b
y

his brothers , O monarch ,

proceeded towards Drona ' s car . 28 The noise there was deafen
ing , of Pāndava warriors returned to the fight o

n their cars

* Using even these a
s implements fo
r

striking , fo
r

Bhima ' s might

was superhuman . - T .
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drawn by excellent steeds of diverse hue, all ' actuated by the
desire of slaying Drona alone .' "95

SECTION XXIII.
- " Dhritarashtra said, 'Tell me, O Sanjaya , the distinctive
indications of the cars of a

ll
those who , excited with wrathand headed b

y

Bhimasena , had proceeded against Drona ! ! !" Sanjaya said , - Beholding Vrikodara advancing ( on & car

the brave grandson o
f

Cini (Sātyaki ) proceeded , borne b
y

steeds

rage , proceeded against Drona , borne b
y

excellent steeds o
f
&variegated hue . Dhrishtadyumna , the son of the Pānchālaking , proceeded , borne b
y

steeds o
f

great fleetness in trappings o
f

gold and o
f

the hue of pigeons . * * Desirous of protecting h
is

sire ,and wishing h
im

complete success , (Dhrish tadyumna ' s son )Kshatradharman o
f regulated vows , proceeded , borne b
y

re
d

steeds . Kshatradeva the son of Cikhandin , himself urging welldecked steeds o
f

the hue o
f

lotus leaves and with eyes o
f

pura
white , proceeded (against Drona ) . Beautiful steeds of th

e

Kām voja breed , decked with the feathers of the green parrot ,bearing Nakula , quickly ra
n

towards thy army . ' Dark steedso
f

the color of cloudswrathfully bore Uttamaujas , O Bhārata , tobattle ,against the invincible Drona standing with arrowsaimed .Steeds , fleet as the wind , and of variegated hue , bore Sahadovawith upraised weapons to that fierce battle . ' Of great impetu

o
f

ivory and having black hair o
n the neck , bore Yudhishthira ,that tiger among men . And many warriors followed Yudhishthira , borne o

n

their steeds decked in trappings o
f

gold and allfleet a
s

the wind . " Behind the king was the royal chief ofthe Panchālas , viz . , Drupadi ,with a golden umbrella over h
is

head and himself protected b
y

a
ll

those soldiers (that followedYudhishthira ) . : That great bowman among al
l

the kings , viz . ,Căntabhi , proceeded , borne b
y

beautiful steeds capable o
f

* Hemadandais is a mistake o
f

the Bengal texts fo
r

Hemabhändais . - T .

1
0
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bearing every noise.13 Accompanied by a
ll

the great car

warriors , Virāta quickly followed the former . The Kaikeyas ,

and Cikhandin , and Dhrishtaketu , " 4 surrounded b
y

their re
s

pective troops , followed the ruler o
f the Matsyas . Excellent

steeds o
f

the (pale -red ) hue o
f trumpet -flowers , looked exceed

ingly beautiful as they bore Virāta . Fleet steeds of yellow
color and decked in chains o

f

gold bore with great speed the

son (Uttara ) o
f

that slayer o
f

foes , viz . , Virāta the royal chief

o
f

the Matsyas . The five Kekaya brothers were borne b
y

steeds o
f

deep red hue . 15 - 17 O
f

th
e

splendour o
f

gold and

owning standards of re
d

hue , and decked with chains of gold ,

all of them heroes accomplished in battle , 18 they proceeded ,

clad in mail , and showering arrows like the very clouds . Ex
cellent steeds , the gift of Tumvuru , of the hue of unbaked
earthen pots , bore Cikhandin the Pānchāla prince o

f immea

surable energy . * Altogether , twelve thousand mighty car
warriors o

f the Pānchāla race proceeded to battle . 19 - 20 O
f

these , six thousand followed Cikhandin . Sportive steeds , O

sire , of the dappled hue of the antelope , bore the son of Ciçu
pāla that tiger among men . That bull among the Chedis , viz . ,
Dhrishtaketu , endued with great strength , 21 - 32 and difficult o

f

being vanquished in battle , proceeded , borne b
y

Kāmvoja

steeds o
f vaiegated hue . Excellent steeds of the Sindhu breed ,

o
f

beautiful limbs , and o
f

the hue o
f the smoke o
f

straw ,

quickly bore the Kaikeya prince Vrihatkshatra . Possessed o
f

eyes o
f pure white , of the hue of the lotus , born in the country

o
f

the Vālhikas , and decked with ornaments , 23 - 24 bore Cikhan
din ' s son , the brave Kshatradeva . t Decked in trapprings o

f

gold , and possessed o
f the hue o
f

re
d

silk , as quiet steeds boro
Senāvindu , that chastiser of foes , to battle . Excellent steeds

o
f the hue of cranes , bore to battle the youthful�6 and delicate

son o
f

the king o
f

the Kāçis , that mighty car -warrior . White

steeds with black necks , endued with the speed o
f

the mind ,

O monarch , and exceedingly obedient to the driver , bore prince

The. * The first line of 20 is vicious as it occurs in the Bengal texts .

Bombay reading is correct . – T .

+ This seems to b
e
a repetition o
f

the 6th verse . - - T ,

- - -



BADAA PARVA .) DRONA PARVA .

Prativindhya . Whitish yellow steeds bore Sutasoma, the son
of Arjuna , whom the latter had obtained from Soma himself .
He was born in the Kuru city known by the name of Udayendu .
Endued with the effulgence of a thousand Moons, and because
also he had won great renown in an assembly of the Somakas,
he came to be called Sutasoma .27-38 Steeds of the hue of Çāla
flowers or of the morning Sun bore Nakula 's so

n

Catānika
worthy o

f every praise . 30 Steeds decked in trappings o
f gold ,

and endued with the hue o
f

the peacock ' s neck , bore that tiger
among men , Crutakarman , the son o

f Draupadi ( b
y

Bhima ) . 51

Excellent steeds o
f

the hue o
f

the king - fisher ' s feathers Þore
Draupadi ' s , son Crutākirti to that battle , who like Pārtha was

a
n

ocean o
f learning . Steeds of a tawny hue bore the youthful

Abhimanyu who was regarded a
s superior to Krishna o
r Pārtha

one and a half times in battle . 83 Gigantic steeds bore Yuyutsu

to battle , that only warrior amongst the sons o
f

Dhritarāshtra

who (abandoning his brothers ) hath sided with the Pāndavas . 84

Plump and well -decked steeds o
f

th
e

hue o
f the (dried ) paddy

stalk böre Vārdhakshemi o
f great activity to that dreadful

battle . 35 Steeds with black legs , equipt in breast -plates of gold ,
and exceedingly obedient to the driver , bore the youthful San
chitti to battle . Steeds whose backs were covered with golden
armour , decked with chains o

f gold , well -broken , and of the
hue o

f

re
d

si
lk , bore Crenimat . 8 ? Steeds of a red hue bore the

advancing Satyadhriti accomplished in the science o
f

arms and

in the divine Vedas . 98 That prince of Pānchāla who was com
mander ( of the Pandava army ) and who took Drona a

s the

victim allotted to hi
s

share , -that Dhrishtadyumna , - was borne

b
y

steeds o
f the hue o
f pigeons . " Him followed Sātyadhriti ,

and Sanchitti irresistible in battle , and Crenimat , and Vasudāna ,

and Vibhu the son o
f

the ruler o
f

the Kācis , 40 These had
fleet steeds o

f

the best Kāmvoja breed , decked with chains of

gold . Each resembling Yama or Vaigravana , they proceeded to

battle , striking fear into the hearts o
f the hostile soldiers . 41

The Prabhadrakas o
f the Kāmvoja country , numbering si
x

thousand , with upraised weapons , with excellent steeds of di

verse hues , and with gold decked standards o
n their cars , 42 with

streched bows and making their foes tremble with their showers
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of arrɔws and resolved to die together ,* followed Dhrishta
dyumna .* Excellent steeds of the hue of tawny silk , decked
with beautiful chains of gold , cheerfully bore Chekitāna .“
Arjuna 'smaternal uncle Purujit , otherwise called Kuntib hoja ,
came, borne by excellent steeds of the colors of the rainbow ."
Steeds of the color of the star -bespangled firmament bore to
battle king Rochamâna ." Steeds of the hue of the red deer ,

with white streaks over their bodies , bore the Pānchāla prince
Singhasena the son of Gopati.*? That tiger among the Pân
chålas who is known by the name of Janamejaya had excellent
steeds of the hue of mustard flowers." Fleet , gigantic , and
dark -blue steeds, decked with chains of gold , with backs of the
hue of curds and faces of the hue of the moon , bore with great
speed the ruler of the Panchālas .“ Brave steeds with beautiful
heads, (white ) as the stalks of reeds, and with a splendour
resembling that of the firmament or the lotus , bore Danda
dhāra .se Light brown steeds with backs of the hue of the
mouse , and with necks proudly drawn up, bore Vyāghradtata to
battle . Dark -spotted steeds bore that tiger among men , viz . ,

Sudhanwan , the prince o
f Pānchāla . sa O
f

fierce impetuosity

resembling that o
f

Indra ' s thunder , beautiful steeds of the
hue o

f Indragopakas , with variegated patches , bore Chitrā
yudha . “ Decked with golden chains , steeds whose bellies were

o
f

the hue o
f

the Chakravāka , bore Sukshatra the so
n

o
f

the

ruler o
f

the Koçalas . se Beautiful and tall steeds o
f variegated

hue , and gigantic bodies , exceedingly docile , and decked with
chains o

f gold , bore Satyadhriti accomplished in battle . " Cukla
advanced to battle with his standard and armour and bow and

steeds all of the same white hue . " Steeds born o
n the sea

coast and white a
s themoon , bore Chandrasena of fierce energy ,

the son o
f

Samudrasena . 67 Steeds of the hue o
f the blue lotus

and decked with ornaments o
f

gold and adorned with beautiful

floralwreaths bore Caiva owning a beautiful car to battle , * 8

Superior steeds o
f

the hue of Kalāya flowers , with white and
red streaks , bore Rathasena difficult o

f being resisted in battle ,

White steeds bore that king who slow the Patchcharas and

* I . e . , not to abandon their comrades in distress . - T .
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who is regarded as the bravest of men .cº Superior steeds
of th

e

hue o
f

Kinçuka ( flowers bore Chitrāyudha decked

with beautiful garlands and owning beautiful armour and weap

ons and standard . " King Nila advanced to battle , with stand
ard and armour and bow and banner and steeds a

ll

o
f the

same blue color . " Chitra advanced to battle with car -fence
and standard and bow a

ll
decked with diverse kinds o

f gems ,

and with beautiful steeds and banner . " Excellent steeds of the
hue o

f the lotus böre Hemavarana the son o
f

Rochamāna . “

Chargers capable o
f bearing a
ll

kinds o
f

weapons , of brave
achievements in battle , possessed of vertabral columns of the bue

o
f

reeds , having white testicles , and endued with the color of

the hen ' s egg , bore Dandaketu . " The mighty Cārangadhwaja ,

endued with wealth o
f energy , the king of the Pāndyas , on

steeds of the hue of the moon ' s rays and decked with armour se
t

with stones o
f lapis lazuli , advanced upon Drona , streching his

excellent bow . His country having been invaded and his kins

men having fled , his father had been slain b
y

Krishna in battle .

Obtaining weapons then from Bhishma and Drona and Rāma

and Kripa , prince Cārangadhawaja became , in weapons , the
equal o

f

Rukmi and Karna and Arjuna and Achyuta . He then
desired to destroy the city o

f

Dwārakā and subjugate the whole

world . Wise friends , however , from desire of doing him good ,

counselled h
im against that course . Giving u
p

a
ll thoughts o
f

revenge h
e
is now ruling h
is

own dominions . 66 – 70 Steeds that
were all of the hue o

f the Atrusha flower bore a hundred and
forty thousand principal car -warriors that followed that Cāranga
dhwaja the king o

f

the Pandyas . Steeds of diverse hues and
diverse kinds o

f

faces bore the heroic Ghatotkacha , that banner

o
f all car -warriors . 7 Mighty steeds o
f gigantic size , of the

Aratta breed bore the mighty -armed Vrihanta o
f

red eyes

mounted o
n his golden car , that prince , viz . , who , rejecting the

opinions o
f a
ll

the Bharatas , hath singly , from h
is

reverence

fo
r

Yudhishthira , gone over to him , abandoning a
ll

his cherish

e
d desires . * 78 - 74 Superior steeds of the hue of gold followed

* The last word o
f the first line o
f

7
4 is vicious a
s printed in the

Bengal texto . — I .
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that foremost of kings, viz., the virtuous Yudhishthira at his

back .75 Large numbers of Prabhadrakas , of celestial shapes
,

advanced to battle , with good steeds of diverse excellent colors .?
All of them owning standards of gold and prepared to struggle

vigorously , proceeded with Bhimasena , and wore the aspect ,

O monarch , of the denizens of heaven with Indra at their
head.?? That assembled host of Prabhadrakas was much liked
by Dhrishtadyumna .

“ Bharadwāja 's son , however , O monarch , surpassed all the
warriors in splendour.78 His standard , with a black deer -skin
waving on it

s

top and the beautiful water -pot , O monarch , that

it bore , looked exceedingly beautiful . ? ' And Bhimasena ' s stan
dard , bearing the device o

f
a gigantic lion in silver with its

eyes made o
f lapis lazuli , looked exceedingly resplendent . so

The standard o
f Yudhishthira o
f great energy , bearing the

device o
f
a golden moon with the planets around it , looked

very beautiful . 81 Two large and beautiful kettle -drums , called
Nanda and Upānanda ,were tied to it . Played upon b

y

machin

ery , these produced excellent music that enhanced the delight

o
f

a
ll

who heard it . 83 For terrifying the fo
e , we beheld that

the tall and fierce standard o
f Nakula , placed o
n h
is

ca
r , bore

the device o
f
a Carabha with it
s

back made o
f gold . 83 A

beautiful silver swan with bells and banner , terrible to look a
t

and enhancing the grief o
f the foe , was seen o
n Sahadeva ' s

standard . 84 The standards of the five sons o
f Draupadi bore

o
n them the excellent images o
f

Dharma , Marut , Cakra , and

the twin Açwins . 85 On the car , O king , o
f

the youthful Abhi
manyu was an excellent standard that bore a golden peacock

which was bright a
s

heated gold . 86 O
n

Ghatotkacha ' s standard ,

O king , a vulture shone brightly , and his steeds also were cap

able o
f going everywhere a
t will like those o
f

Răvana in days

o
f yore . 87 In Yudhishthira ’ s hands was the celestial bow call

e
d Māhendra ; and in the hands o
f Bhimasena , 0 king , was

the celestial bow called Vāyavya . 88 For the protection o
f

the

three worlds Brahman had created a bow . That celestial and
indestructible bow was held b

y

Phālguna . 89 The Vaishnava
bow was held b

y

Nakula , and the bow called Açwina was held
by Sahadeva . That celestial and terrible bow , called the Pau
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lastya , was held by Ghatotkacha .90' The five jewels of bows
borne by the five sons of Draupadi were the Raudra , the
Agneya , the Kauveryya , the Yāmya , and the Giriça ."
That excellent and best of bows, called the Raudra , which
Rohini's son (Valadeva ) had obtained , the latter gave unto
the high - souled son of Subhadrā , having been gratified with
him . These and many other standards , decked with gold ,

were seen there, belonging to brave warriors , a
ll

o
f which

enhanced the fears o
f

their foes . " The host commanded b
y

Drona , which numbered not a single coward , and in which

countless standards rising together seemed to obstruct the wel
kin , then looked , O monarch , like images o

n

a canvas . 94 We
heard the names and lineage ,Oking , of brave warriors rush
ing towards Drona in that battle like to what is heard , O mon
arch , a

t
a Self -choice . ' " * 95

SECTION XXIV .

" Dhrilarāshtra said , “ Those Kshatriyas , O Sanjaya , that
advanced to battle , headed b

y

Vrikodara , would inflict pain o
n

the very host o
f the celestials . Man here is born , subject to

(the decrees o
f
) Destiny . It is for this that al
l

his purposes are

seen to b
e

otherwise than what h
e

wishes (them to b
e
) . For a

while had Yudhishthira been exciled in the woods where h
e

lived with matted locks o
n his head and attired in deer - skins .

He had also to pass sometime in concealment . Even h
e

hath

assembled this vast host for battle . What can it be but the
adverse fate o

f my son ? Without doubt , man takes his birth ,

subject to ( th
e

decrees o
f ) Destiny . It is for this that h
e is

dragged ( to . situations ) against his will . Yudhishthira was put

to great distress in conséquence o
f

his having betaken himself to

the calamity o
f

dice . Even h
e , through good fortune , has ob

tained allies . — Today I have got the Kekayas , today the
Kauçikas , and today the Koçalas ! - - Today the Chedis , and
today the Vangas , have sided with me ! ? Thewide Earth is

. * The custom , when one warrior a ttacked another , was in variably to

give his game and lineage before striking . - T .
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for mo, o sire , and not for th
e

son o
f Prithā ! - it was thus ,

O Suta , that the wicked Duryodhana told me before . Well
protected in the midst of those troops o

f his , Drona hath been
slain in battle b

y

Prishata ' s son ! What could it be but (the
result of ) Destiny ? ' How , indeed , could Death come to Drona

in the midst o
f a
ll

the kings , - to Drona accomplished in every
weapon , possessed o

f mighty -arms , and always delighting in

battle ? 0 Plunged into great distress , a swoon seems to take
possession o

f my senses . Hearing that both Bhishma and
Drona have been dead , I dare not live longer . " That which
the far -seeing Vidura , O sire , told my wretched self filled with
affection fo

rmy son , that hath now overtaken both Duryodhana
and myself ! If b

y

abandoning Duryodhana now I seek to

save the remnant o
fmy children , that behaviour will certainly

b
e

very cruel , but then al
l

those will not have to d
ie ! That

king who , abandoning virtue , pursues only wealth , loses his
possessions and becomes mean . ' * I do not see , O Sanjaya , that
anything will be left of this (our ) kingdom when it is no longer

sustained b
y

hope ,and when it
s

very hump hath been crushed . * 16

Indeed , how can extermination b
e prevented when those fore

most of men , upon whom w
e

had always relied , have both
breathed their last ? 16 That is plain . However , tell me how
the battle took place . Who were they that fought , who assailed

(the foe ) , and who were those wretches that fled away from
fear ? ! ? Tell me also o

f Dhananjaya , viz . , what that bull
among ca

r
-warriors did . It is from him that we have much

fear , as also from that enemy . ( of ours ) , viz . , Vrikodara . " Tell
me , O Sanjaya , how when the Pāndavas returned to the fight ,

that fierce collision took place o
fmy troops (with the returned

combatants ) . What also , O so
n , was the state of your minds

when the Pandavas returned ? Who also were those heroes

o
f

our army that checked them ? " 80

* I . e . , when Drona has been slain . - T .
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Section XXV.

' ' Sanjaya said ,— When the Pāndavas returned to the fight ,
beholding them cover Drona (with their arrows ) like the clouds :
covering the Sun , a great terror took possession of us. A :

thick dust raised by them enveloped thy army . Then when
Drona could no longer be seen , we regarded h

im

to b
e

dead . "

Beholding those brave and mighty bowmen endeavouring to .

achieve a fierce and cruel act , Duryodhana , without losing any

time , urged his own troops . [And h
e

addressed them , say
ing , ] - Ye kings , check y

e

the Pandava army according to

th
e

m238 ' ıre of your strength , courage , and energy , and accord

in
g

to the circumstances that may in each case arise . 4 _ Then
thy son Durmarshana , beholding Bhima from a distance , ap
proached him and covered him with a shower o

f

arrows , desir

ous o
f (protecting ) Drona ' s life . Excited with wrath in that

battle and looking like Death himself , he overwhelmed Bhima

with his arrows . Bhima also , in return , struck him with h
is

arrow3 . The combat then that thus took place between them

bacane fierce . Meanwhile , many brave warriors endued with
intelligence and skilled in smiting , urged b

y

their chiefs and

setting a
t nought their kingdoms and the fear of Death , rushed

against their foes in battle . ' Kritavarman checked the advanc
ing grandson o

f Cini , that hero and ornament of battle , as

h
e

came , desirous o
f getting Drona within his reach . Cini ' s

grandson , however , excited with rage , resisted that angry war
rior with showers o

f

arrows . Kritavarman , in return , resisted
him , like one infuriate elephant resisting another . ' And the
ruler o

f

the Sindhus , that fierce bowman , checked with h
is

sharp arrows the mighty bowman Kshatravarman , fo
r

keeping

him away from Drona . ro Khatravarman , cutting off both the
standard and bow o

f

the ruler o
f

the Sindhus , angrily smote
him with ten long shafts in a

ll

his vital limbs . " Then the
ruler of the Sindhus , taking u

p

another bow , dexterously pierc .

e
d Kshatravarman in that battle with shafts made wholly o
f

iron . ' Suvāhu , struggling vigorously , kept away from Drone
his brave brother , viz . , the mighty car -warrior Yuyutsu who

11
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was fighting fo
r

the Pandavas . ' 3 Yuyutsu then , with a couple
o
f sharp and well - tempered shafts cut o
ff the two arms of

Suvāhu which resembled spiked maces , and one o
f

which had

held the bow and the other & shaft . * The ruler of the Madras
resisted the eldest son o

f

Pāndu , viz . , king Yudhishthira o
f

righteous soul , as the continent resists the surging sea . " King
Yudhishthira the just showered o

n

him many shafts capable o
f

penetrating into the very vitals . The ruler o
f the Madras ,

in return , having pierced the son of Pāndu with four and sixty

shafts , shouted loudly . " Then the eldest son o
f

Pāndu , with

a pair o
f

sharp shafts , cut o
ff the bow and standard o
f the

shouting Calya a
t

which all the warriors cheered him loudly . 17

King Vālhika , at the head of his forces , resisted with his shafts
the royal Drupada advancing against him a

t

the head o
f
a

mighty division . The encounter between those two o
ld

men

a
t the heads o
f

their respective forces became terrible like that

between twomighty leaders , with rent temples , of two elephan

tîne herds . ' Vinda and Anuvinda of Avanti ,with their troops ,

encountered Virāta the ruler o
f the Matsyas at the head o
f his

forces , like Indra and Agni in days o
f

old encountering the

(Asura ) Vali . 20 That awful encounter between the Matsyas

and the Kekayas , in which steeds and car -warriors and ele
phants fought most fearlessly , resembled that between the
gods and the Asuras in days o

f

o
ld . " Bhutakarman , other

wise called Sabhāpati , kept away from Drona Nakula ' s son
Catānika a

s

the latter advanced , scattering showers o
f

arrows . as

Then the heir o
f Nakula , with three broad -headed shafts o
f

great sharpness , deprived Bhutakarman o
f

both h
is arms and

head in that battle . 23 Vivingçati resisted the heroic Sutasoma

o
f great prowess a
s the latter advanced towards Drona , scatter

ing showers o
f arrows . 24 Sutasoma , however , excited with

wrath , pierced his uncle Vivingçati with straight arrows , and

cased in mail , stood ready for the combat . Bhimaratha ,

(brother of Duryodhana ) , with si
x sharp shafts o
f great swift

ness and made wholly o
f iron , despatched Cālwa along with his

steeds and charioteer , to Yama ' s abode . 36 Chitrasena ' s so
n , O

king , opposed thy (grand ) son Crutakarman a
s the latter came ,

borne b
y

steeds looking like peacocks , " ? Those two grandsons o
f
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thine , both difficult of being vanquished in battle , and each de
sirous of slaying the other , fought vigorously fo

r

the success o
f

the objects o
f

their respective sires . Beholding Prativindhya
staying a

t

the van o
f that dreadful battle , Drona ' s son (Acwato

thäman ) , desirous of protecting the honor o
f his sire , resisted

the former with his shafts . ' Prativindhya then , excited with
rage , pierced Acwatthāman bearing o

n his standard the device

o
f
a lion ' s tail and staying in battle fo
r

the sake of his father ,

with many sharp shafts . " The (eldest ) son o
f Draupadi then

scattered over Drona ' s son showers o
f arrows like a sower , O

bull among men , scattering seeds o
n the soil a
t

the sowing

season . * s1 The son of Duscāsana resisted the mighty car -warrior
Crutakirti the son of Arjuna b

y Draupadi , as the latter was
rushing towards Drona . That son o

f Arjuna , however , who
was equal to Arjuna himself , cutting o

ff the former ' s bow and
standard and charioteer with three broad -headed arrows o

f great

sharpness , proceeded against Drona . Duryodhana ' s so
n

Laksh
mana resisted the slayer of the Patachcharas , - - him , that is , o
king , who is regarded b

y

both the armies a
s

the bravest o
f

the brave . " The latter , however , cutting of
f

both the bow and

the standard o
f

Lakshmana , and showering upon him many

arrows , blazed u
p

with splendour . 85 The youthful Vikarna o
f

great wisdom resisted Cikhandin , the youthful son of Yajnasena ,

a
s the latter advanced in that battle . Yajnasena ' s so
n

then

covered the former with showers o
f

arrows . Thy mighty son
Vikarna , baffling those arrowy showers , looked resplendent o

n

the field o
f

battle . 37 Angada resisted with showers o
f arrows

the heroic Uttam aujas in that battle a
s

the latter rushed to :

wards Drona . es That encounter between those two lions among

men became frightful , and it filled both them and the troops
with great joy . 89 The great bowman Durmukha , endued with
great might , resisted with h

is

shafts the heroic Purujit as the

latter proceeded towards Drona . 40 Purujit struck Durmukha

between his eyebrows with a long shaft . Thereupon Durmukha ' s

* All the printed texts , not excepting that of Bonıbay , read Drau

padeyas . There can b
e

n
o doubt , bowever , that it should b
e Draupe

deya8 . - T .
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face looked beautiful like a lotús with it
s

stalk . “ Karna
' resisted with showers o
f arrows the five Kekaya brothers own

ing re
d

standards , as they proceeded towards Drona . " Scorched
with the arrowy showers o

f

Karna , those five brothers covered
Karna with their arrows . Karna , in return , repeatedly covered
them with showers o

f arrows . * Covered with arrows , neither
Karna nor the five brothers could b

e

seen with their steeds ,

charioteers , standards , and cars . 44 Thy -sons Durjaya , Jaya , and
Vijaya , resisted Nila , and the ruler of the Kāçis ,and Jayatsena ,

three against three . 45 And the combats between those warriors
deepened and gladdened the hearts o

f

the spectators like those

between a lion , a tiger , and a wolfe o
n the one side and a bear , a

baffalo , and a bull on the other . 46 . The brothers Kshemadhurti
and Vrihanta mangled Satyaki of the Sātwata race with their

keen arrows a
s the latter proceeded against Drona . ? The

battle between those two o
n the one side and Satyaki on the

other became exceedingly wonderful to behold , like that between

a lion and two mighty elephants with rent temples in the

'forest . 43 The king o
f

the Chedis , excited with wrath and
shooting many arrows , kept away from Drona king Amyastha ,
that hero who always delighted in battle . ' Then king Am
vastha pierced h

is antagonist with a long arrow capable o
f

penetrating into the very bones . Thereupon the latter , with
bow and arrow loosened from his grasp , fell down from his car

o
n

the ground . The noble Kripa , son of Caradwat ,with many

small arrows , resisted Vardhakshemi o
f the Vrishni race who

was the embodiment o
f

wrath ( in battle ) . They that looked

a
t Kripa and Vārdhakshemi , those heroes conversant with every

mode o
f warfare , thus engaged in encountering each other , be

came so absorbed in it that they could not attend to anything

else . 52 Somadatta ' s son , for enhancing the glory o
f

Drona ,

resisted king Manimat o
f

great activity as the latter came to the
fight . Then Manimat quickly cut o

ff

the bowstring , the

standard , the banner , the charioteer , and the umbrella o
f

Soma

dåtta ' s son and caused them to fall down from the latter ' s car . * 64
I* * The first line o
f

5
4 is read incorrectly ju the Bengal tests .

follow the Bombay reading . - I .
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The so
n

o
f

Somadatta then , bearing the device of the sacrificial
stake o

n his standard , that slayer of foes , quickly jumping down
from his car , cut of

f , with his large sword , hi
s

antagonist with

his steeds , charioteer , standard , and car . " R
e -ascending then

upon his own car , and taking u
p

another bow , and guiding his
steeds bimself , he began , O monarch , to consume the Pandava
host . " Vrishasena (the so

n

o
f Karna ) , competent fo
r

the feat ,

resisted with showers of arrows king Pandya who was rush ,

ing to battle like Indra himself following the Asuras for smits
ing them . With maces and spiked bludgeons , and swords
and axes and stones , and short clubs and mallets and discs and

short arrows and battle -axes , 58 with dust and wind and fire
and water and ashes and brick -bats and straw and trees , afflict
ing and smiting and breaking and slaying and routing the fo

e

and hurling them o
n

th
e

hostile ranks , " and terrifying them
therewith , came Ghatotkacha , desirous of getting a

t

Drona .

The Rakshasa Alamyusha , however , excited with rage , encoun .

tered him with diverse weapons and diverse accoutrements o
f

war . And the battle that took place between those two fore
most o

f

Rikshasas resembled sol that which took place in days

o
f

old between Camvara and the chief o
f

the celestials . Thus ,

blessed b
e

thou , took place hundreds of single combats between
car -warriors and elephants and steeds and foot -soldiers of thy

army and theirs in themidst o
f

that dreadful geneneral engage

ment . Indeed , such a battle was never seen or heard o
f before62 - 68 .

a
s that which then took place between those warriors that were

bent upon Drona ' s destruction and protection . Indeed , many
were the encounters that were then seen o

n a
ll

parts o
f

the

field , some of which were terrible , some beautiful , and some
exceedingly fierce , O lord ! " " 64 - 65

SECTION XXVI .

: "Dhritarăshtra said , - 'When the troops were thus engaged

and thus proceeded against one another in separate divisions ,

huw d
id the Pārthas and the warriors o
f my army endued with

great activity fight ? What also did Arjuna d
o

towards the
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car-warriors of the Samsaptakas ?' And what , O Sanjaya , did
the Samsaptakas , in their turn , do to Arjuna ??? ?

“ Sanjaya said , “ When the troops were thus engaged and
proceeded against one another , thy son Duryodhana himself

rushed against Bhimaséna , heading h
is elephant division . "

Like an elephant encountering a
n elephant , like a bovine bull

encountering a bovine bull , Bhimasena , summoned b
y

the king

himself , rushed against that elephant division o
f

the Kaurava

army . Skilled in battle and endued with greatmight of arms ,

Prithā ' s son , O sire , quickly broke that elephant division . Those
élephants , huge as hills , and with juice trickling down from
every part of their bodies , were mangled and forced to turn back

b
y

Bhimasena with his arrows . Indeed , as the wind , when it

riseth , driveth away gathering masses of clouds , so did that
son o

f

Pavana rout that elephant force o
f the Kauravas . ? And

Bhima , shooting his arrows at those elephants , looked resplen
dent like the risen Sun striking everything in the world with

his rays . Those elephants , afflicted with the shafts o
f

Bhima ,

became covered with blood and looked beautiful like masses o
f

clouds in the welkin penetrated with the rays of the Sun . ' Then
Duryodhana , excited with wrath , pierced with his sharp shafts
that son o

f the Wind -god who was causing such a slaughter

among h
is elephants . " Then Bhima , with eyes red in wrath ,

desirous o
f despatching the king to Yam i ' s abode , pierced himg

speedily with many sharp shafts . " Then Duryodhana , mangled

a
ll

over with arrows and excited with rage , pierced Bhima
the son o

f

Pāndu with many shafts endued with the efful
gence o

f

solar rays , smiling the while . " Then the son o
f

Pāndu , with a couple of broad -headed arrows , quickly cut o
ff

Duryodhana ' s bow a
s

also h
is standard bearing the device o
f

a jewelled elephant decked with diverse gems . ' Beholding
Duryodhana thus afflicted , O sire , b

y

Bhima , the ruler of the
Angas o

n his elephant came there fo
r

afflicting the son o
f Pān

d
u . 24 Thereupon Bhimasena deeply pierced with a long arrow

that prince o
f elephants advancing with loud roars , between

its two frontal globes . " That arrow , penetrating through it
s

body , sank deep in the earth . And at this the elephant fell
down like a hill riven b
y

the thunder . " While the elephant
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was falling down, the Aflechccha king also was falling down
with it. But Vrikodara , endued with great activity , cut of

f

h
is head with a broad -headed arrow before his antagonist actu :

atly fe
ll

down . ? When the heroic ruler of the Angas fe
ll , hi
s

divisions fled away . Steeds and elephants and car -warriors ,

struck with panic , crushed foot -soldiers as they fled . ' '

• When those troops ,thus broken , fled away in all directions ,

the ruler of the Prāgjyotishas then advanced against Bhima ,

upon h
is elephant . * ' s With it
s

two (fore ) legs and trunk con

tracted , filled with rage , and with eyes rolling , that elephant
seemed to consume the son o

f

Pāndu ( like a blazing fire ) . 2 . And

it pounded Vrikodara ' s ca
r

with the steeds yoked thereto . into
dust . Then Bhima ran forward and got under the elephant ' s

body , " fo
r

he knew the science called Anjalikāvedha . Indeed ,

the son o
f

Pāndu fled not . Getting under the elephant ' s body ,

h
e began to strike it frequently with his bare arms . And h
e

omote that invincible elephant which was bent upon slaying him .

Thereupon the latter began to quickly turn round like a potter ' s
wheel . 38 Endued with the might o

f

ten thousand elephants ,
the blessed Vrikodara , having struck that elephant thus , came
out from under Supratika ' s body and stood facing the latter . 34

Supratika then , seizing Bhima b
y

it
s

trunk , threw him down

by means o
f

it
s

knees . Indeed , having seized him b
y

the

neck , that elephant wished to slay him . " Twisting the ele
phant ' s trunk , Bhima freed himself from it

s

twine , and once

more got under the body o
f that huge creature . And h
e

waited there , expecting the arrival of a hostile elephant of hi
s
.

own army . Coming out from under the beast ' s body , Bhima
then ran away with great speed . * ? Then a loud noise was heard ,

mnade b
y

a
ll

the troops , to the effect , Alas , Bhima hath been
slain b

y

the elephant ! 28 - The Pāndava host , frightened by that
elephant , suddenly fled away , O king , to where . Vrikodara was
waiting Meanwhile , king Yudhishthira , thinking Vrikodara

to have been slain , surrounded Bhagadatta o
n a
ll

sides , aided
by the Pānchålas . 30 Having surrounded . him with numerous

* After 1
9 occurs a complete stoka in the Bombay text which does

not appear to b
e genuine . - T . : . :
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cars, king Yudhishthira , that foremost of ca
r
-warriors , covered -

Bhagadatta with keen shafts b
y

hundreds and thousands . " Then
Bhagadatta , that king of the mountainous regions , frustrating
with his iron hook that shower of arrows , began to consume
both the Pandavas and the Panchālas b

y

means o
f

that ele
phant o

f

h
is . Indeed , O monarch , the feat that we then be

held ,achieved b
y

o
ld Bhagadatta with h
is elephant , was highly

wonderful . Then the ruler of the Daçārnas rushed against
the king o

f

the Pragjyotishas , on a fleet elephant with tem
poral juice trickling down , for attacking Supratika in the flank . s4 ,

The battle then that took place between those two elephants

o
f

awful size , resembled that between two winged mountains
overgrown with forests in days o

f

o
ld . Then the elephant o
f

Bhagadatta , wheeling round and attacking the elephant of the
king of the Dargārnas , ripped open the latter ' s flank and slew

it outright . Then Bhagadatta himself , with seven lances bright

a
s

the rays o
f

the Sun , slew h
is (human ) antagonist seated o
n

his elephant just when the latter was about to fall down from

his sezt . Piercing king Bhagadatta then (with many arrows ) ,

Yudhishthira surrounded him o
n a
ll

sides with a large number

o
f

cars . 8 : Staying o
n h
is elephant amid ca
r
-warriors encompass

ing him a
ll

around , he looked resplendent like a blazing fire o
n

amountain -top in the midst of a dense forest . " H
e

stayed fear
lessly in the midst o

f

those serried cars ridden b
y

fierce bowmen

a
ll

o
f

whom showered upon h
im their arrows . " Then the king

o
f

the Prāgjyotishas , pressing (with h
is toe ) his huge elephant ,

urged him towards the ca
r

o
f Yuyudhāna . That prodigious

beast , then seizing the car of Cini ' s grandson , hurled it to a dis
tance with great force . Yuyudhāna , however , escaped b

y

timely

fight . " His charioteer also , abandoning the large steeds of the
Sindhu breed yoked unto that car , quickly followed Sātyaki and
stood where the latter stopped . Meanwhile the elephant ,

quickly coming out o
f that circle of cars , began to throw down

all the kings (that attempted to bar his course ) . * * Those bulls
among men , frightened out of their wits b

y

that single elephant

coursing swiftly , regarded it in that battle a
s multiplied into

miny . 46 Indeed ; Biegadatta , m Junted o
n that elephant of his ,

began to smite down the Pāndzv . s like the chief of the celes
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tials mounted on Airāvata smiting down the Dānavas (in
days of o

ld ) . * 46 As the Pānchālas fled in all directions , loud
and awful was the noise that arose amongst them , made b

y

their elephants and steeds . 47 And while the . Pāndava troops

were thus destroyed b
y

Bhagadatta , Bhima , excited with
rage , once mère rushed against the ruler of the Prāgjyotishas . * *

The latter ' s elephant thea frightened the steeds of the rushing
Bhima b

y

drenching them with water spouted forth from it
s

trunk , and thereupon those animals bore Bhima away from

quickly rushed against Bhagadatta , scattering showers of arrows
and advancing like the Destroyer himself . 50 Then Bhagadatta ,

that ruler o
f

the hilly regions , possessed o
f

beautiful limbs ,

despatched Ruchiparvan with a straight shaft to Yama ' s

abode . + 52 Upon the fall of the heroic Ruchiparvan , Subhadrā ' s

son , and the sons of Draupadi , and Chekitāna , and Dhrishta
ketu , and Yuyutshu , began to afflict the elephant . 52 Desiring

to slay that elephant , all those warriors , uttering loud shouts ,
clouds drenching the Earth with their watery down -pours . se
Urged then b

y

it
s

skilful rider with heel , hook , and toe , the
animal advanced quickly with trunk stretched , and eyes and
ears fixed . 54 Treading down Yuyutsu ' s steeds , the animal then
slew his charioteer . Thereupon , o king , Yuyutsu , abandoning
his car , fled away quickly . Then the Pāndava warriors , desir
ous o

f slaying that prince o
f elephants , uttered loud shouts

and drenched it quickly with showers o
f arrows . 66 A
t

this time ,

thy son , excited with rage , rushed against the car of Subhadrā ' s

son . Meanwhile , king Bhagadatta o
n his elephant , scattering

his shafts on the fo
e , looked resplendent like the Sun himself

scattering his rays o
n the Earth . Arjuna ' s son then pierced

* The second line of 46 is omitted in the Bengal texts . — T .

+ The Bengali translators have made a mess o
f

these two verses .

Amongst others , K . P . Singha makes Ruchiparvan follow Blima and
supposes Suvarchas to b

e

some Pãndava warrior who -slays Ruchiparvan .

The reading . Suvarchas is vicious . The correct reading is .Suparva ,mean
ing , as Nilakantha explains , " of beautiful limbs . Parvata pati is Bhaga .

datta hiuself . — T ,

12
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him with a dozen shafts , and Yuyutsu with ten ,' and each of
the sons of Draupadi pierced him with three shafts and Dhrista

ketu also pierced him with three . That elephant then , pierced
with these shafts shot with great care, looked resplendents

like a mighty mass of clouds penetrated with the rays of the

Sun . Aflicted with those shafts of the fo
e , that elephant then ,

urged b
y

it
s

rider with skill and vigor , 69 began to throw down

the hostile warriors o
n

both his flanks . Like a cowherd be
labouring his cattle in the forest with a goad , Bhagadatta
repeatedly smote the Pāndava host . Like the cawing of quick

ly retreating crows when assailed b
y

hawks , a loud and con
fused noise was heard among the Pāndava troops who fled away

with great speed . That prince of elephants , struck b
y

it
s

rider

with the hook , resembled , O king , & winged mountain o
f

old .

And it filled the hearts of the enemy with fear like to what

merchants experience a
t sight o
f the surging se
a
* 64 Then

elephants and ca
r
-warriors and steeds and kings , flying away in

fear , made , as they fled , a loud and awful din that , O monarch ,

filled earth and sky and heaven and the cardinal and subsidiary

directions in that battle . 65 Mounted o
n that foremost o
f
ele

phants , king Bhagadatta penetrated the hostile army like the
Asura Virochana in days o

f

old into the celestial host in battle

well protected b
y

the gods . 66 A violent wind began to blow ; a

dusty cloud covered the welkin and the troops ; and people re

garded that single elephant a
smultipled into many coursing all

over the field . ' " 67

SECTION XXVII .

" Sanjaya said , — 'Thou askest me about the feats o
f Arjuna

in battle . Listen ,Othou o
f mighty -arms , to what Pārtha

achieved in the fight ! " Beholdiag the risen dust and hearing

the wail of the troops when Bhagadatta was performing great

feats o
n the field , the so
n

o
f Kunti addressed Krishna ' and

said , - slayer of Madhu , it seems that the ruler of the Prāg
jyotishas hath , on his elephant , with great impetuosity , advanc

* The Bengal reading abhitas is incorrect . It should b
e

Kshubhitas ,
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ed to battle . This loud din that we hear must be due to him .!
Well-versed in the a

rt o
f grinding and battling from the back

o
f

a
n elephant , and not inferior to Indra himself in battle , he ,

I think , is the foremost of al
l

elephant -warriors in the world . * *

His elephant again is the foremost o
f elephants , without a

rival to encounter it in battle . Possessed o
f great dexterity

and above a
ll fatigue , it is , again , impervious to al
l

weapons .

Capable o
f bearing every weapon and even the touch o
f

fire , it

will , O sinless one , alone destroy the Pāndava force today !

Except us two , there is none else capable o
f checking that crea

ture . Go quickly , therefore , to that spot where the ruler of

the Prāgjyotishas is . ” Proud in battle in consequence o
f

the

strength o
f his elephant , and arrogant in consequence o
f his

age , Iwill this very day send h
im a
s
a guest to the slayer o
f

Vala ! s - At these words of Arjuna , Krishna began to proceed

to the place where Bhagadatta was breaking the Pāndava

ranks . While Arjuna was proceeding towards Bhagadatta , the
mighty Samsaptaka car -warriors numbering fourteen thousand '
made u

p

o
f

ten thousand Gopalās o
r Nārāyanas who used to

follow Vāsudeva , returning to the field , summoned h
im to

battle . 10 – 11 Beholding the Pāndava host broken b
y

Bhagadatta ,

and summoned o
n the other hand b
y

the Samsaptalas , Arj
una ' s heart was divided in twain , ' And he began to think

Which o
f

these two acts will be better fo
r

me to d
o today , to

return from this spot fo
r

battling with the Samsaptakas o
r to

repair to Yudhishthira ? 13 _ Reflecting with the a
id o
f

his under
standing , O perpetuator of Kuru ' s race , Arjuna ' s heart at last
was firmly fixed o

n the slaughter o
f

the Samsaptakas . ?

Desirous o
f alone slaughtering in battle thousands o
f car -war

riors , Indra ' s son (Arjuna ) having the foremost of apes o
n his

banner suddenly turned back . 15 Even this was what both
Duryodhana and Karna had thought o

f

fo
r

achieving the

slaughter o
f Arjuna . And it was fo
r

this that they had made
arrangements fo

r

the double encounter . The son o
f Pāndu

allowed his heart to waver this side and that , but at last resolv

* I render 16 and 1
7 rather freely , as otherwise the sense would not

b
e

clear . - T .
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in
g

to slay those foremost o
f warriors , vi
z
. , the Samsaptakas ,

h
e

baffled the purpose o
f his enemies . * 1 ? Then the mighty

Samsaptaka car -warriors , 0 king , shot a
t Arjuna thousands

o
f straight arrows . ' Covered with those arrows , O monarch ,

neither Kunti ' s so
n

Pārtha , nor Krishna otherwise called
Janārddana , nor the steeds , nor the car , could b

e

seen . Then

Janārddana became deprived o
f h
is

senses and perspired greatly .

Thereupon Pārtha shot the Brahma weapon and nearly exter ,

minated them a
ll . 30 Hundreds upon hundreds of arms with

bows and arrows and bɔwstrings in grasp , cut o
ff

from trunks ,

and hundreds upon hundreds o
f

standards and steeds and

charioteers and car -warriors , fell down o
n the ground . Huge

elephants well -equipt and resembling foremost of hills over
grown with woods o

r

masses o
f clouds , afflicted with Pārtha ' s

shafts and deprived o
f

riders , fell down o
n the earth . 22 Many

elephants again , with riders o
n their backs , crushed b
y

means

o
f Arjuna ' s shafts , fell down , deprived o
f life , shorn o
f

the

embroidered choths o
n their backs , and with their housings

torn . * Cut of
f

b
y

Kiritin with his broad -headed arrows ,count
less arms having swords and lances and rapiers fo

r

their nails o
r

having clubs and battle -axes in grasp , fell down o
n the earth . 44

Heads also , beautiful , O king , as the morning sun o
r the lotus

o
r the moon , cut off by Arjuna with his arrows , dropped

down o
n the ground . 25 While Phālguna in rage was thus en

gaged in slaying the foe with diverse kinds o
f

well -adorned and
fatal shafts , that host seemed to b

e

ablaze . 26 Beholding Dhanan
jaya crushing that host like a

n elephant crushing lotus stalks ,

a
ll

creatures applauded him , saying , - Excellent , Excellent ! 27 –

Seeing that feat o
f

Pārtha resembling that of Vasava himself ,

Mādhava wondered much and , addressing h
im with joined

hands , 23 said , - Verily , O Pārtha , I think that this feat which
thou hast achieved today in battle is difficult o

f boing achieved

b
y

Cakra o
r Yama o
r the Lord o
f treasures himself ! 39 I see

that thou hast today felled in battle hundreds and thousands of

mighty Samsaptaka warriors a
ll together ! 20 _ Having slain the

* The Bengal texts read , - " he is either the first or the second , on

the earth , I think . ” — T .
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Sanusaptakas then , - them , that is, who stayed in battle , - Pār

tha addressed Krishna , saying, - Go towards Bhagadatta - ' " 31

SECTION XXVIII .

" Sanjaya said , - 'At Pärtha 's desire, Krishna then urged h
is

white steeds , fleet as the mind and covered in golden armour ,

towards Drona ' s divisions . While that foremost one o
f

the

Kurus was thus proceeding towards his brothers who were
exceedingly afflicted b

y

Drona , Suçarman with h
is brothers ,

followed h
im behind , desirous of battle . The ever -victorious

Arjuna then addressed Krishna , saying , - 0 thou of unfading
glory , this Suçarman here , with this brothers , challengeth me

to battle ! O slayer o
f

foes , our host again is broken ( b
y

Drona ) towards the north ! In consequence o
f

these Samsap

takas , my heart wavers today a
s
to whether I should d
o this

o
r that ! * Sall I slay the Samsaptakas now , or protect from

harm my own troops already aMicted b
y

the fo
e
? Know ,

this to b
e

what I am thinking o
f , viz . , — Which o
f

these would

b
e

better fo
r

me ? — Thus addressed b
y

him , he of Daçārha ' s
race turned back the car , and took the son of Pāndu to where
the ruler of the Trigartas was . ' Then Arjuna , pierced Suçar ,

man with seven shafts , and cut off both his bow and standard
with a couple o

f sharp arrows . ” He then , with si
x

arrows ,

quickly despatched the brothers of the Trigarta king to Yama ' s

abode . * 8 Then Suçarman , aiming Arjuna , hurled at him a

dart made wholly o
f iron and looking like a snake , and aiming

Vasudeva , hurled a lance at him . ' Cutting o
ff

that dart with

three arrows and that lance also with three other arrows ,

Arjuna , by means of his arrowy showers , deprived Suçarman

o
f

his senses o
n his car . Him advancing fiercely (towards

thy division ) , scattering showers of arrows like Vāsava pouring

rain , none among thy troops , o king , ventured to oppose . “ !

Like a fire consuming heaps of straw a
s

it advances , Dhanan
jaya advanced , scorching al

l

the mighty ca
r
-warriors among the

* The Bombay reading paritas is vicious . The Bengal texts read

twaritas . - T .
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Kauravas by means of his arrows. Like living creatures in
capable of bearing th

e

touch o
f

fi
re , th
y

troops could not bear
the irressistible impetuosity o

f that intelligent son o
f Kunti . "

Indeed , the so
n

o
f

Pāndu , overwhelming the hostile host b
y

means o
f

his arrows , came upon the king of the Prāgjyotishas ,

O monarch , like Garuda swooping down (upon his prey ) . 24 He
then held in his hands that Gāndiva which in battle was bene

ficial to the innocent Pāndavas and baneful to all foes , fo
r

the

destruction o
f Kshatriyas brought about , О king , b
y

the fault

o
f thy son who had recourse to deceitful dice fo
r accomplishing

his end 11
5
– 16 Agitated b
y

Pārtha thus , thy host then , o king ,

broke like a boat when it strikes against a rock . ” Then te
n

thousand bowmen , brave and fierce , firmly resolved to conquer ,

advanced ( to encounter Arjuna ) . 18 With dauntless hearts ,

those mighty ca
r
-warriors a
ll

surrounded him . Capable o
f

bearing any burden how heavy soever in battle , Pārtha took

u
p

that heavy burden . " A
s

a
n angry elephant o
f sixty years ,

with rent temples , crushes a
n assemblage o
f

lotus stalks , even so

d
id Pārtha crush that division o
f thy army ! And when that

division was being thus crushed , king Bhagadatta , on that same
elephant o

f his , impetuously rushed towards Arjuna . There
upon Dhananjaya , that tiger among men , staying o

n his car ,

received Bhagadatta . That encounter between Arjuna ' s car and
Bhagadatta ' s elephant was fierce in the extreme . * Those two
heroes , viz . , Bhagadatta and Dhananjaya , then coursed o

n the

field , the one o
n his car and the other o
n his elephant , both

o
f

which were equipt according to the rules of science . Then
Bhagadatta like the lord Indra , from h

is elephant looking like

a mass o
f clouds , poured o
n Dhananjaya , showers of arrows . "

The vailiant so
n

o
f

Prithā , the so
n

o
f Vāsava , however , with

his arrows , cu
t

o
ff

those arrowy showers o
f Bhagadatta before

they could reach him . " The king o
f the Prāgjyotishas then ,

baffling that arrowy shower o
f Arjuna , struck both Pārtha and

Krishna , O king , with many shafts . And overwhelming both

o
f

them with a thick shower o
f shafts , Bhagadatta then urged

his elephant for the detruction o
f Krishna and Pārtha 87 B
e

holding that angry elephant advancing like Death himself ,

Janārddana quickly moved his car in such a way as to keep the
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elephant on his left.28 Dhananjaya , although he thus got the
opportunity of slaying that huge elephant with it

s

rider from

th
e

back , wished not y
e
t

to avail o
f
it , remembering the rules of

fair fight . " The elephant , however , coming upon other ele
phants and cars and steeds , 0 king , despatched them a

ll

to

Yama ' s abode . Beholding this , Dhananjaya became filled with
rage , ' " 90

SECTION XXIX .

" Dhritarăshtra said , - Filled with rage , what did Pārtha
the son o

f

Pāndu d
o

to Bhagadatta ? What also d
id the

king o
f the Prāgjyotishas d
o to Pārtha ? Tellme all this , o

Sanjaya !

: " Sanjaya said , — 'While Pārtha and Krishna were thus e
n

gaged with the ruler o
f

the Prāgjyotishas , al
l

creatures re

garded them to b
e very near the jaws o
f Death . Indeed , O

monarch , from the neck of hi
s

elephant , Bhagadatta scattered
showers o

f

shafts o
n the two Krishnas staying upon their car . '

He pierced Devaki ' s so
n

with many arrows made wholly o
f

black iron , equipt with wings of gold , whetted o
n stone , and

shot from his bow drawn to the fullest stretch . * Those shafts
whose touch resembled that o

f

fire , equipt with beautiful fea
thers , and shot b

y

Bhagadatta , passing through Devaki ' s so
n ,

entered the earth . Pārtha then cut of
f

Bhagadatta ' s bow , and
slaying next the warrior that protected his elephant from the

flank , began to fight with him a
s if in sport . Then Bhaga

datta hurled a
t

h
im fourteen lances o
f sharp points , that were

bright a
s the rays of the Sun . Arjuna , however , cut each o
f

those lances into three fragments . Then Indra ' s son cut open

th
e

armour in which that elephant was cased , b
y

means o
f
a

thick shower of arrows . The armour thus cit o
ff , fell down

o
n the earth . Exceedingly afflicted with the arrows shot b
y

Arjuna , that elephant , deprived o
f

it
s

coat o
f

mail , looked like

a prince o
f mountains destitute o
f

it
s cloudy robes and with

streaks o
f water running adown it
s

breast . ' Then the ruler of

the Prāgjyotishas hurled a
t

Vasudeva a dart made wholly o
f

iron and decked with gold . That dart Arjuna cut in twain ,
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Then cutting o
ff the kings ' s standard and umbrella b
y

means
o
f

his arrows , Arjuna quickly pierced that ruler of the moun

with Kanka feathers , Bhagadatta , O monarch , became incensed
with the so

n

o
f Pāndu . ' H
e

then hurled some lances a
ti

Arjuna ' s head and uttered a loud shout . In consequence o
f

those lances Arjuna ' s diadem was displaced . is Arjuna then ,

having placed his diadem properly , addressed the ruler of the
Prāgjyotishas , saying , - Look well on this world ! 14 _ Thus ad
dressed b

y

him , Bhagadatta became filled with rage , and taking

u
p
a bright bow showered upon both the Pāndava and Govinda

his arrowy down -pours . " Pārtha then , cutting o
ff

his bow and

quivers , quickly struck him with two and seventy shafts , afflict
ing his vital limbs . Thus pierced , he was excessively pained .

Filled then with rage , he , with mantras , inspired his hook into
the Vaishnava weapon and hurled it at Arjuna ' s breast . ? That

a
ll -slaying weapɔn , hurled b
y Bhagadatta , Kecava , covering

Arjuna , received o
n his breast . 18 Thereupon that weapon be

came a triumphal garland o
n Keçava ' s breast . Arjuna then

cheerlessly addressed Kecava , saying , " _ 0 sinless one , without
battling thyself it is thine to only guidemy steeds ! Thou hadst
said so , O lotus -eyed one ! Why then dost thou not adhere

to thy promise ? 20 If I sink in distress , or become unable to

baffle o
r resist a foe o
r weapon , then mayst thou act so , but

not when I am standing thus ! Thou knowest that with
my bow and arrows I am competent to vanquish these worlds
with the gods , the Asuras , and men ! " 3 _ Hearing these words

o
f Arjuna , Vāsudeva replied unto him , saying , - Listen , O Pār

tha , to this secret and ancient history a
s it is , O sinless one la
s

I have four forms , eternally engaged as I am in protecting the
worlds ! Dividing my own Self , I ordain the good o

f

the

worlds . se One form o
f

mine , staying o
n the Earth , is engaged

in the practice o
f

ascetic austerities . Another beholdeth the
good and the evil deeds in the world . ” My third form , coming
into the world o

f

men , is engaged in action . My fourth form
lieth down in sleep fo

r
a thousand years . That form o
f

mine

which awaketh from sleep a
t

the end o
f
a thousand years ,
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gianteth , upon awakening , excellent boons to persons deserving

time had come, asked of me a boon fo
r

(her son ) Naraka . Hear ,

O Pārtha , what that boon was ! * — Possessed o
f

the Vaishnava
weapon , le

t

my son become incapable o
f being slain b
y

the

gods and the Asurus . It behoveth thee to grant me that wea - .

pon ! ! _ Hearing o
f this prayer , I then gave , in days o
f

o
ld ,

the supreme and infallible Vaishnava weapon to the Earth ' s

sən . 5 " I said also at that time these words : - 0 Earth , le
t

this
weapon b

e infallible fo
r

the protection o
f Naraka , None

will b
e able to sluy him ! " . Protected b
y

this weapon , thy

son will always , in all th
e

worlds , be invincible and crush

a
ll

hostile hosts ! 32 _ Saying , So be it ! - the intelligent goddess
went away , her wishes fulfilled ! And Naraka also became
invincible and always scorched his foes . " It was from Naraka ,

0 Pārtha , that the ruler o
f

the Prāzjyotishas got this weapon

o
f

mine . There is none , in al
l

the worlds , O sire , including

It was for thy sake , therefore , that I baffled it , violating my
promise . The great Asura hath now been divested o

f that

supreme weapon . Slay now , O Pārtha , that invincible fo
e

o
f thine , viz . , Bhagadatta , that enemy of the gods , even a
s I

formerly slew fo
r

the good o
f

the worlds the Asura Naraka ! 36

Thus addressed b
y

the high -souled Kecava , Pārtha suddenly
overwhelmed Bhagadatta with clouds o

f

whetted arrows . 8 ?

Then the mighty -armed and high -souled Arjuna fearlessly struck

a long arrow between the frontal globes of his enemy ' s elephant . * *

That arrow , spiltting the elephant like the thunder splitting

a mountain , penetrated into it
s body to the very wings99

like a snake penetrating into a
n anthill , 40 Though urged re

peatedly then b
y

Bhagadatta , the elephant refused to obey him

like a poor man ' s wife her lord . * With limbs paralysed , it fell
down , striking the earth with it

s

tusks . Uttering a cry of

distress , that huge elephant gave u
p

the ghost . “ The son o
f

Pāndu then , with a straight shaft furnished with a crescent

shaped head , pierced the bosom o
f king Bhagadatta . 48 His

breast , being pierced through b
y

the diadem -decked (Arjuna ) ,

king Bhagadatta , deprived of life , threw down his bow and

1
3
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arrows.44 Loosened from h
is

head , the valuable piece o
f cloth

lotus when it
s

stalk is violently struck . 4s And he himself , decked
with golden garlands , fell down from his huge elephant adorned
with golden housings like a flowering Kinçuka broken b

y

the

force o
f

the wind from the mountain - to
p
. 46 The son of Indra

then , having slain in battle thatmonarch who resembled Indra
himself in prowess and who was Indra ' s friend , broke the other
warriors o

f thy army inspired with hope o
f victory , like the

mighty wind breaking rows o
f

trees . ' ” 4 ?
SECTION XXX .

" Sanjaya said , - 'Having slain Bhagadatta who was ever the
favorite and friend o

f

Indra and who was possessed o
f great

energy , Pārtha circumambulated him . ' Then the two sons ' of

the king o
f Gāndhāra , viz . , the brothers Vrishaka and Achala ,

those subjugators o
f

hostile towns , began to afflict Arjuna in

battle . Those two heroic bowmen , uniting together , began to
deeply pierce Arjuna from before and behind with whetted shafts

o
f great impetuosity . Arjuna then , with sharp shafts , cut off

the steeds and driver and bow and umbrella and standard and

car o
f

Vrishaka the so
n

o
f Suvala into atoms . With clouds

o
f

arrows and diverse other weapons , Arjuna then once more
severely afflicted the Gāndhāra troops headed b

y

Suvala ' s so
n
. 5

Then Dhananjaya , filled with rage , despatched to Yama ' s abode ,

with his shafts , five hundred heroic Gāndhāras with upraised
weapons . Thatmighty -armed hero then ,quickly alighting from
that car whose steeds had been slain , mounted upon the car of

his brother and took u
p

another bow . ? Then those two brothers ,

viz . , Vrishaka and Achala , both mounted o
n the same ca
r ,

began incessantly . to pierce Vibhatsu with showers o
f

arrows .

Indeed , those high -souled princes , those relatives o
f

thine

b
y

marriage , viz . , Vrishaka and Achala , struck Pārtha very
severely like Vritra o

r Vila striking Indra o
f

old . Of unfail
ing a

im , those two princes o
f Gāndhāra , themselves unhurt ,

began once more to strike the son o
f

Pāndu like the two months
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of summer afflicting the world with sweat-producing rays .* 10
Then Arjuna slew those princes and tigers among men , viz .,

Vrisha and Achala , staying on one car side by side, with , O
monarch , a single arrow . Then those mighty -armed heroes ,
with red eyes and looking like lions, those uterine brothers
having similar features , together fell down from that car.18 And

their bodies , dear to friends , falling down upon the earth , la
y

there , scattering sacred fame a
ll

around . 18 .

“ Beholding their brave and unretreating maternal uncles

thus slain b
y

Arjuna , thy sons , O monarch , rained many weap
ons upon him . 14 Cakuni also , conversant with a hundred

different kinds o
f

illusions , seeing h
is brothers slain , created

illusions fo
r

confounding the two Krishnas . " Then clubs , and
iron balls , and rocks , and Cataghnis , and darts , and maces , and
spiked bludgeons , and scimitars , and lances , and mallets , and
axes , and Kampanas , and swords , and nails , and short clubs ,

and battle -axes , and razors , and arrows with sharp broad heads ,

and Nālikas , and calf -tooth -headed shafts , and arrows having
bony heads , ' 7 ' and discs , and snake -headed shafts , and spears ,
and diverse other kinds of weapons , fe

ll

upon Arjuna from all .
sides . 18 And asses , and camels , and buffalos , and tigers , and

lions , and deer , and leopards , and bears , and wolves , and

vultures , and monkeys , and various reptiles , 19 and diverse
cannibals , and swarms of crows , all hungry , and excited with
rage , ran towards Arjuna . Then Dhananjaya the son of Kunti ,

that hero conversant with celestial weapons , shooting clouds of

arrows , assailed them all . And assailed b
y

that hero with

those excellent and strong shafts , they uttered loud cries and fell
down deprived o

f

life . Then a thick darkness appeared and

covered Arjuna ' s car , and from within that gloom harsh voices

rebuked Arjuna . The latter , however , b
y

means o
f

the weapon :

The Bengal texts read the second line differently . Loke in the
locative is incorrect . It should b

e

Lokam (accusative ) . For Gharman .

çubhis the Bengal reading is Gharmāmvubhis . Nilakantha explains that

masau would mean the two months o
f

summer . If the Bengal reading
were adopted , the meaning would b

e
" like summer and the rainy seasons .

afflicting the world with sweat and rain , " - T .
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called Jyotishka , dispelled that thick and awful darkness .“
When that darkness was dispelled , frightful waves of water
appeared . For drying up those waters , Arjuna applied the
weapon called Aditya . And in consequence of that weapon , th

e

waters were almost dried u
p
. Thus diverse illusions , repeatedly

created by Sauvala , « 5 - 26 Arjuna destroyed speedily b
y

means

o
f

the force o
f

his weapons , laughing the while . Upon all his

illusions being destroyed , afflicted with Arjuna ' s shafts and u
n

manned b
y

fear , ? Cakuni fled away , aided b
y

his fleet steeds ,

like a vulgar wretch . Then Arjuna , acquainted with allweapons ,

showing his enemies the exceeding lightness o
f his hands , *

showered upon the Kaurava host clouds of arrows . That host

o
f thy son , thus slaughtered b
y

Pārtha , " became divided into
two streams like the current of Gangā when impeded by a

mountain . And one of those streams , O bull among men , pro
ceeded towards Drona ; s ' and the other with loud cries , proceed

e
d towards Duryodhana . Then a thick dust arose and covered

a
ll

the troops . We could not then se
e Arjuna . ' Only the twang

o
f Gandiva was heard b
y

u
s

from o
ff

the field . Indeed , the twang

o
f

Gāndiva was heard , rising above the blare of conchs and the
beat o

f

drums and the noise o
f

other instruments . Then o
n the

southern part o
f

the field took place a fierce battle between
many foremost warriors 32 - 88 on the one side and Arjuna o

n the

other . I , however , followed Drona The various divisions o
f

Yudhisthira ' s force smote the fo
e

o
n every part o
f

th
e

field . * *

The diverse divisions of thy son , O Bhārata , Arjuna -smote , even

a
s

the wind in the summer season " destroys masses o
f

clouds in

the welkin . 36 Indeed , as Arjuna came , scattering clouds o
f

arrows like Väsava pouring thick showers o
f

rain , there was
none in thy army who could resist that great and fierce bowman ,

that tiger among men . Struck b
y

Pārtha , thy warriors were

in great pain . They fled away , and in flying killed many among
their own number . The arrows shot by Arjuna , winged with
Kanka feathers and capable o

f penetrating into every body ,

fe
ll

covering all sides like flights o
f locusts . 38 Piercing steeds

and car -warriors and elephants and foot - soldiers , O sire , like
snakes through ant -hills , those shafts entered the earth . 89 Arjuna

never shot two arrows a
t

any elephant , steed , or man , Struck
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with only one arrow , each of these , severely afflicted , fell down,

deprived of life .40 With slain men and elephants and shaft

struck steeds lying all about , and echoing with the yells of dogs

and jackalls , the field of battle presented a variegated and awful
sight Pained with arrows, sire forsook son , and friend, for
sook friend , and son, forsook sire . Indeed , every one was intent
upon protecting h

is

own self . Struck with Pārtha ' s shafts ,many
wärriors abandoned the very animals that bore them . ' " 48

SECTION XXXI . "

" Dhritarashtra said , — When those divisions ( of mine ) , O

Sanjaya , were broken and routed , and all of you retreated
quickly from the field , what became the state o

f your minds ? ?

The rallying o
f

ranks when broken and flying away without
beholding a spot whereon to stand , is always exceedingly diffi
cult . Tell me al

l

about it , O Sanjaya !

“ Sanjaya said , - ' [Although the troops were broken ] , yet ,

O monarch ,many foremost of heroes in the world , inspired b
y

the desire o
f doing good to thy so
n

and o
f maintaining their

own reputation , followed Drona . In that dreadful pass they
fearlessly followed their commander , achieving meritorious feats ,

against the Pāndava troops with weapons upraised and Yudhish
thira within accessible distance . * * Taking advantage of an error

o
f

Bhimasena o
f great energy and o
f

the heroic Sātyaki and
Dhrishtadyumna , O monarch , the Kuru leaders fell upon the
Pāndava army . ts The Pānchālas urged their troops , saying ,

Drona , Drona ! - Thy sons , however , urged a
ll

the Kurus ,

saying , - Let not Drona b
e slain . Let not Drona be slain !

One side saying , - Slay Drona , Slay Drona , and the other
saying , - Let not Drona b

e slain , Let not Drond b
e slain

,

the Kurús and the Pāndavas seemed to gamble ,making Drona
their stake , ? Dhrishtadyumna the prince o

f

the Pānchālas

* The Bengal reading Sambhránte is vicious . The Bombay reading

Samprăpte is evidently correct . - T .

. . + I render 5 a little freely , and expand it slightly to make the sense

clear . - T .
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proceeded to the side of all those Pānchāla ca
r
-warriors whom

Drona saught to crush . Thus n
o

rule was observed a
s

to the
antagonist one might select fo

r

battling with him . The strife
became dreadful . Heroes encountered heroes , uttering loud
shouts . Their foes could notmake the Pāndavas tremble . On

the other hand , recollecting a
ll

their woes , the latter made the

ranks o
f

their enemies tremble . 20 Though possessed o
f modesty

yet excited with rage and vindictiveness , and urged b
y

energy

and might , they approached that dreadful battle , reckless o
f

their very lives , fo
r

slaying Drona . " That encounter o
f

heroes o
f

immeasurable energy sporting in fierce battle making

life itself the stake , resembled the collision o
f

iron againtst

adamant . " The oldest men even could not recollect whether
they had seen o

r heard o
f
a battle a
s

fierce a
s that which

*happened o
n this occasion . 13 The Earth , in that encounter

·marked with great carnage , afflicted with the weight of that
vast host , began to tremble . 14 The awful noise made b

y

the

Kuru army agitated and tossed b
y

the foe , paralyzing the very

welkin , penetrated into the midst of even the Pāndava host , 15

Then Drona , coming upon the Pāndava divisions b
y

thousands ,
and careering over the field , broke them b

y

means o
f h
is whet

ted shafts . When these were being thus crushed b
y

Drona o
f

wonderful achievements , Dhrishtadyumna , the generalissimo of

the Pāndava host , filled with rage , himself checked Drona . ' ?

The encounter that we beheld between Drona and the prince o
f

the Pānchālas was highty wonderful . It is my firm conviction
that it has no parallel . 18

“ 'Then Nila , resembling a veritable fire , his arrows consti
tuting it

s sparks and his bow it
s

flame , began to consume the

Kuru ranks , like a conflagation consuming heaps of dry grass . "

The valiant son o
f Drona , who from before had been desirous

o
f
a
n

encounter with him , smilingly addressed Nila a
s

the

latter came consuming the troops , and said unto him these polite
words : * 20 _ 0 Nila , what dost thou gain b

y

consuming so many

- common soldiers with thy arrowy flames ? Fight with my

* The Bengal reading Purvābhilūshi is better than Purvábhibhūsi .

Between Nila and Agwatthāman existed a rivalry since some time . - T .
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unaided self, and filled with rage , strikeme !?! — Thus addressed ,

Nila , the brightness of whose face resembled the splendour of
a full-blown lotus , pierced Açwatthāman with his shafts ,

him , that is, whose body resembled an assemblage of lotuses
and whose eyes were like lotus petals." Deeply and suddenly
pierced by Nila, Drona 's so

n , with three broad -headed arrows ,

cut of
f

h
is antagonist ' s bow and standard and umbrella . "

Quickly jumping down from his ca
r , Nila then , with a shield

and a
n excellent sword , desired to sever from Açwatthāman ' s

trunk h
is

head like a bird (bearing away it
s prey in it
s talons ) . 24

Drona ' s so
n , however , O sinless one , b
y

means o
f
a broad - -

headed arrow , cut off , from his antagonist ' s trunk , his head
graced with a beautiful nose and decked with excellent ear -rings ,

and which rested o
n elevated shoulders . 25 That hero then , the

brightness o
f whose face resembled the splendour o
f

the full
moon and whose eyes were like lotus petals , whose stature was

tall , and complexion like that of the lotus , thus slain , fell down

o
n the earth . * The Pandava host then , filled with great grief ,

began to tremble , when the preceptor ' s son thus slew Nila - of
blazing energy . a ? The great car -warriors of the Pāndavas , 0 ;
sire , all thought , - Alas , how would Indra ' s son (Arjuna ) be

able to rescue u
s

from the foe , 98 when thatmighty warrior is

engaged o
n the southern part of the field in slaughtering the

remnant o
f

the Samsaptakas and the Nārāyana force ? _ ' " 39

SECTION XXXII .

" Sanjaya said , — Vrikodara , however , .could not brook that :

slaughter o
f his army . He struck Vālhika with sixty , and

Karna with ten arrows . ' Drona . then , desirous of slaying
Bhima , quickly struck the latter , in h

is very vitals ,many
straight and whetted shafts of keen edge . Desirous again o

f

allowing n
o time , he once more struck h
im with six and twenty

shafts whose touch resembled that of fire and which were all
like snakes o

f

virulent poison . Then Karna pierced him with

a dozen shafts , and Açwtthāman with seven , and king Duryo

dhana also with si
x . * The mighty Bhimasena , in return , pierced .

them a
ll . He struck Drona with fifty shafts , and Karna with
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te
n . ' And piercing Duryodhana with a dozen shafts , and Drona ' s

son with eight , he engaged in that battle uttering a loud shout .

In that encounter in which the warriors fought reckless o
f

their lives and in which death was easy o
f attainment , Ajāta

çatru despatched many warriors , urging them to rescue Bhima . "

Those heroes o
f

immeasurable energy , viz , the two sons of

Mādri and Pāndu , and others headed b
y Yuyudhāna , quickly

proceeded to Bhimasena ' s side . And those bulls among men ,

filled with rage and uniting together , advanced to battle ,

desirous o
f breaking the army of Drona that was protected by

many foremost o
f

bowmen . ' Indeed , those great car -warriors

o
f mighty energy , vi
z
. , Bhima and others , fell furiously upon

Drona ' s host . Drona , however , that foremost o
f car -warriors ,

received without any anxiety , ' ' al
l

those mighty ca
r
-warriors

o
f great strength , those heroes accomplished in battle . Dis

regarding their kingdoms and casting o
ff all fear o
f

death , the
warriors o

f thy army proceeded against the Pāndavas , " Horse
men encountered horsemen , and car -warriors encountered car
warriors . The battle proceeded , darts against darts , swords
against swords , axes against axes . A fierce encounter with

swords took place , producing a terrible carnage . And in con
sequence o

f the collision o
f elephants against elephants , the

battle became furious . ' Some fell down from the backs of

elephants , and some from the backs o
f

steeds , with heads
downwards . And others , O sire , fell down from cars , pierced
with arrows . " In that fierce press , as some one fell down
deprived o

f armour , an elephant might be seen attacking him

in the chest and crushing his head . " . Elsewhere might be seen
elephants crushing numbers o

f

men fallen down o
n the field .

And many elephants , piercing the earth with their tusks ( as

they fell down ) , were seen to tear therewith large bodies o
f

men . Many elephants , again , with arrows sticking to their

tusks , wandered over the field , tearing and crushing men b
y

hundreds . " And some elephants were seen pressing down into
the earth fallen warriors and steeds and elephants cased in

armour o
f

black iron , as if these were only thick reeds . Many
kings graced with modesty , their hour having come , laid them
selves down ( fo
r

the last sleep ) on painful beds overlaid
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with vulturine feathers."' Advancing to battle on his car, sire
slew son ; and son also, through madness , and losing a

ll regard ,

approached sire in battle . The wheels o
f

cars were broken ;

banners were torn ; umbrellas fell down on the earth . Dragg
ing broken yokes , steeds ran away . " : Arms with swords in

grasp , and heads decked with ear -rings , fell down . Cars ,

dragged b
y mighty elephants ,were thrown down o
n the ground ,

reduced to fragments . Steeds with riders fell down , severely

wounded b
y

elephants . That fierce battle went o
n , without

any body showing any regard for any one . 23 _ 0h father ! - Ok

son ! - Where art thou , friend ? - Wait ! - Where dost thor

g
o
? - Strike ! - Bring ! - Slay this one ! — these and diverse

other cries , with loud laughs , and shouts , and roars , were
uttered and heard there . The blood o

f human beings and

steeds and elephants , mingled together . 24 - 25 The earthy dust
disappeared . The hearts of all timid persons became cheerless ,

Here a hero getting his ca
r
-wheel entangled with the car -wheel

o
f

another hero , at and the distance being too near to admit of

th
e

use o
f

other weapons , smashed that other ' s head bymeans

o
f

his mace . Brave combatants , desirous of safety where there

was n
o safety , dragged one another b
y

the hair , and fought
fiercely with fists and teeth and nails . Here was a hero whose
upraised arm with sword in grasp was cut o

ff . 27 - 26 There
another ' s arm was lopped o

ff with bow , or arrow , or hook in

grasp . Here one loudly called upon another . There another
turned his back o

n the field . " Here one severed another ' s head
from his trunk , getting him within reach . There another

rushed with loud shouts upon a
n enemy . Here one was filled

with fear a
t

another ' s roar . 8° There another slew , with sharp
shafts , a friend o

r
a foe . Here a
n elephant , huge as a hili ;

slain with a long shaft , ' fell down o
n the field and la
y

like

flat island in a river during the summer season . There a
n

elephant , with juice trickling down it
s body like a mountain

with rillets flowing adown its breast , stood , having crushed .

by it
s

tread a ca
r
-warrior with his steeds and charioteer o
n

the field . Beholding brave warriors , accomplished in arms and

covered with blood , strike one another , 32 - 33 they that were
timid and o

f

weak hearts , lost their sonses . In fact , al
l

became
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cheerless . Nothing could any longer be distinguished .'* Over :
whelmed with the dust raised by the troops , the battle became
furious . Then the commander of the Pāndava forces saying ,

This is the time,* - speedily le
d

the Pāndavas on , those heroes
that are always endued with great activity . Obeying his
behest , the mighty -armed Pandavas , smiting (the Kaurava
army ) , proceeded towards Drona ' s car like swans towards a

lake . - Seise him , - Do not fl
y away , — Do not fear , - Cut into

pieces , e ? — these uproarious cries were heard in the vicinity o
f

Drona ' s car . Then Drona and Kripa , and Karna , and Drona ' s

Bon , and king Jayadratha , and Vida and Anuvinda o
f

Avanti , and Calya , received those heroes . Those irresistible
and invincible warriors , however , viz . , the Pānchālas and the
Påndavas , inspired b

y

noble sentiments , did not , though afflicted
with shafts , avoid Drona . Then Drona , excited with great
rage , shot hundreds o

f

shafts , 59 40 and caused a great carnage
amongst the Chedis , the Pānchālas , and the Pāndavas . The
twang o

f

h
is bowstring and the slaps o
f

h
is palms , were , O sire ,

heard o
n a
ll

sides . And they resembled the roar o
f thunder

and struck fear into the hearts o
f all . Meanwhile , Jishnu ,

having vanquished large numbers o
f Samsaptakas , 49 quickly

came to that place where Drona was grinding the Pāndava
troops . Having crossed many large lakes whose waters were
constituted by blood , and whose fierce . billows and eddies were
constituted b

y

shafts , and having slain the Samsaptakas , Phāl .

guna showed himself there . Possessed o
f great fame and e
n

dued a
s

h
e was with the energy o
f

the Sun bimself , Arjuna ' s em

blem , viz . , hi
s

banner bearing the ape , was beheld b
y

u
s

to

blaze with splendour . Having dried u
p

the Samsaptaka

ocean b
y

means o
f weapons that constituted h
is rays , 43 – 45 the

son o
f

Pāndu blasted the Kurus also a
s

if h
e

were the very

Sun that rises a
t

the end o
f the luga ! Indeed , Arjuna

burned a
ll

the Kurus b
y

th
e

heat o
f

his weapons , 46 like the fi
re
*

• The word in the original is dhuma -ketu . Elsewhere I bave ren .

dered it commet . It would , seem , however , that that is wrong . Io

auch passages the word is used in its literal sense , vi
z
. , " au article ) bay :

inz sanke for its raurk , ” hence fire . - T .
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that appears at the end of the Yuga burning down all oroa
tures . Struck by him with thousands of shafts, elephant .
Warriors and horsemen and ca

r
-warriors fell down o
n the earth ,

with dishevelled hair and exceedingly afflicted with those
arrywy shɔwers . Sɔme uttered cries of distress . Others se

t u
p

loud shouts . 47 - 18 And some , struck with the shafts o
f Pārtha ,

fell dɔwn , deprived of life . Recollecting the practices of (good )

warriors , Arjuna struck not those combatants among the fo
e

that
had fallen down , or those that were re -treating , or those that
were unwilling to fight . Deprived o

f their cars and filled with

wonder , almost all the Kauravas , turning away from the field ,

uttered cries o
f O
h

and Alas , and called upon Karna ( fo
r

protection ) . Hearing that din made b
y

the Kurus desirous of

protection , Adhiratha ' s son (Karna ) , 49 - 56 loudly assuring the
troops with the words - D

o

not fear , - proceeded to face Arjuna .

Then ( Karna ) that foremost o
f Bharata car -warriors , that

delighter o
f all the Bharatas , ' that first of al
l

persons

acquainted with weapons , invoked into existence the Agneye

weapon . Dhananjaya , however , baffled b
y

means o
f

his own
arrowy downpours the flights o

f arrows shot by Rādha ' s son ,
that warrior of the blazing bow , that hero o

f bright shafts is
t

And similarly Adhiratha ' s son also baffled the shafts of Arjuna

o
f splendid energy . Resisting Arjuna ' s weapons thus by his

own , Karna uttered loud shouts and shot many shafts a
t

h
is

antagonist . 54 Then Dhrishtadyumna and Bhima and themighty

car -warrior Sãtyaki , all approached Karna , and each o
f them

pierced him with three straight shafts . The son o
f Rādhă ,

however , checking Arjuna ' s weapons b
y

his own arrowy showers ,

cut off with three sharp shafts the bows o
f those three war

riors . 56 Their bows cut o
ff , they looked like snakes without

poison . Hurling darts a
t

their foe from their respective cars ,

they uttered loud leonine shouts . 57 Those fierce darts of great
splendour and great impetuosity , looking like snakes , hurled
from those mighty arms , coursed impetuously towards Karna ' s .

car . 68 Cutting each of those darts with three straight shafts and
speeding many arrows at the same time a

t

Pārtha , themighty
Karna uttered a loud shout . 59 . Then Arjuna , piercing Karna
with seven shafts , despatched the latter ' s younger brother b

y
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means of his sharp shafts . Slaying Catrunjaya thus with
si
x

arrows , Pārtha , with a broad -headed shaft , struck off
Vipāta ' s head a

s the latter stood o
n

his car . In the very

sight o
f the Dhārtarāshtras , therefore , as also o
f

the Suta ' s

son , the three uterine brothers of the latter were despatehed b
y

Arjuna unaided b
y

any one . Then Bhima , jumping down
from his own car like a second Garuda , slew with his excellent
sword five and ten combatants amongst those that supported

Karna . 63 Mounting once more o
n his car and taking u
p

another

bow , he pierced Karna with te
n

shafts , and his charioteer and
steeds with five . 64 Dhrishtadyumna also , taking u

p

a sword

end a bright shield , despatched Chandravarman , and also
Vrihatkshatra the ruler o

f

the Naishadhas . The Pānchāla
prince then , mounting upon his own car and taking u

p

another

bow , pierced Karna with three and seventy shafts and uttered

a loud roar . Cini ' s grandson also , of splendour equal to that

o
f

Indra himself , taking u
p

another bow , pierced the Suta ' s son
with four and sixty shafts and roared like a lion . 67 And cutting

o
ff Karna ' s bow with a couple o
f well -shot shafts , he once more

pierced Karna o
n the arms and the chest with three arrows . " &

Then king Duryodhana , and Drona , and Jayadratha , rescued
Karna , from the Sātyaki -ocean a

s the former was about to sink

in it . And foot -soldiers and steeds and cars and elephants ,

belonging to thy army and numbering b
y

hundreds , al
l

accom

plished in smiting , rushed to the spot where Karna was for
frightening ( hi

s

assailants ) . Then Dhrishtadyumna , and
Bhima , an

d

Subhadrā ' s son , and Arjuna himself , and Nakula ,

and Sahadeva , began to protect Sātyaki in that battle . " Even
thus went o

n that fierce battle fo
r

the destruction o
f bowmen

belonging to thy army and the enemy ' s . All the combatants
fought , reckless of their very lives . 72 Infantry and cars and
steeds and elephants were engaged with cars and infantry .

Car -warriors were engaged with elephants and foot -soldiers and
steeds . Cars and foot - soldiers were engaged with cars and
elephants . 78 And steedswere seen engaged with steeds , and
olaphants with elephants , and foot -soldiers with foot -soldiers . ”

Even thus did that battle ,marked b
y great confusion , take

place , onhancing the joy of cannibals and carnivorous creatures ,
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between those high -souled men facing one another fearlessly .
Indeed , it largely swelled the population of Yama 's kingdom .'
Large numbers of elephants and cars and foot-soldiers and steeds
were destroyed by men and cars and steeds and elephants . And
elephants were slain by elephants , and car-warriors with weari
pons upraised , by car-warriors , and steeds by steeds , and large
bodies of foot - soldiers by foot- soldiers." And elephants were

slain by cars , and large steeds by large elephants , and men by

steeds ; and steeds by foremost of ca
r
-warriors . With tongues

lolling out , and teeth and eyes pressed out of their places , with
coats o

f mail and ornaments crushed into dust , the slaughtered
creatures fell down o

n the field . ” Others , again , of terrible
mien , were struck and thrown down o

n the earth b
y

others

armed with diverse and excellent weapons , and sunk into the
earth b

y

the tread o
f

steeds and elephants , and tortured and
mangled by heavy cars and car wheels . " And during the prow
gress o

f

that fierce carnage so delightful to beasts o
f

prey and

earnivorous birds and cannibals , mighty combatants , filled with
wrath , and slaughtering one another , careered over the field
putting forth all their energy . 79 Then when both hosts were
broken and mangled , the warriors bathed in blood , looked a

t

each other . Meanwhile the Sun went to his chambers in the
Western hills , and both the armies , O Bhārata , slowly retired

to their respeetive tents . " " 80

re

SECTION XXXIII .

(Abhimanyu -badha Parva . )

" Sanjaya said , — *Having been first broken b
y

Arjuna of

immeasurable prowess , and owing also to the failure o
f Drona ' s

vow in consequence o
f

Yudhisthira having been well protected , "

thy warriors were regarded a
s

defeated . All of them with
coats o

f mail torn and covered with dust , cast anxious glances
around . * Retiring from the field with Drona ' s consent , after
having been vanquished b

y

their enemies o
f

sure a
im and humi

liated b
y

them in battle , ' they heard , as they proceeded , the
countless merits of Phālguna praised b

y

all creatures , and the
friendship o
f

Koçava fo
r Arjuna spoken o
f b
y

all . Theyit
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passed the night like men under a curse , reflecting upon the
course of events and observing a perfect silence.
: “ Next morning Duryodhana said unto Drona ,' these words ,
from affection and affectionate wrath , and in great cheerless
ness of heart at the sight of the prosperity of their fo

e . Skilled

in speech , and filled with rage a
t

the success o
f

the foe , the
king said these words in the hearing o

f

a
ll

the troops : 0

forem js
t

o
f regenerate ones , without doubt thou hast se
t

u
s

down fo
r

men who should b
e destroyed b
y

thee ! Thou

didst not seize Yudhishthira today even though thou hadst got .

him within thy reach ! ? That foe whom thou wouldst seize in

battle is incapable o
f escaping thee if once thou gettest him

within sight , even if he be protected b
y

the Pāndavas aided

b
y

the very gods . Gratified , thou gavest me a boon . Now ,

however , thou dost not act according to it ! They that are

noble ( like thee ) , never falsify the hopes o
f

one devoted to

them ! — Thus addressed by Duryodhana , Bharadwāja ' s son
felt great shame . Addressing the king , he said , It behoveth
thee not to take me to be such ! I always endeavour to achieve

what is agreeable to thee ! 30 The three worlds with the gods ,
the Asuras , the Gandharvas , the Yakshas , the Nagas , and
the Rākshasas , cannot defeat the force that is protected b

y

the

diadem -decked (Arjuna ) . " There where Govinda the Creator

o
f

the Universe is , and there where Arjuna is the commander ,

whose might can avail save the three -eyed Mahadeva ' s , O

lord ? : O sire , I tell thee truly today and it will not b
e

otherwise ! Today I will slay a mighty car -warrior , one of the
foremost heroes o

f

the P
ā .ndavas ! 18 Today Iwill also form a
n

array that is impenetrable b
y

the very gods . Do , however ,

O king , b
y

somemeans take Arjuna away from the field 4

There is nothing that h
e

doth not know o
r

cannot achieve in

battle . From varrious places hath h
e acquired a
ll

that is to b
e

known about battle . 15 _ '

“ Sanjaya continued , — After Drona had said these words ,

the Samsaptakas once more challenged Arjuna to battle and

took him away to the southern side o
f the field . 16 Then a
n

encounter took place between Arjuna and his enemies , the like

o
f

which hath never been seen o
r heard . ? O
n

the other hand ,
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the array formed by Drona , 0 king , looked resplendent . In

deed , that array was incapable of being looked at like the Sun

himself when in his course he reaches the meridian and scors

ches ( everything underneath )." Abhimanyu , at the command,

O Bhārata , of his sire's eldest brother, pierced in battle that
impenetrable circular array in many places ."' Having achieved
the most difficult feats and slain heroes by thousands , he was

(at last) encountered by si
x

heroes together . In the end ,

succumbing to Duscāsana ' s son , O lord o
f

earth , Subhadrā ' s

son , O chastiser of foes , gave u
p

his life ! At this we were
filled with great joy and the Pāndavas with great grief . And
after Subhadrā ' s son had been slain , our troops were with
drawn fo

r

nightly rest . " % !

" Dhritarăshtra said , - Hearing , 0 Sanjaya , of the slaughter

o
f

the son (Abimanyu ) , yet in hisminority , of that lion among

men , (viz . , Arjuna ) , my heart seems to break into pieces ! "

Cruel , indeed , are the duties o
f Kshatriyas a
s

laid down b
y

the legislators , inasmuch as brave men , desirous of sovereignty
scrupled not to shoot their weapons ut even a child ! 23 O son o

f
Gavalgana , tell mehow so many warriors ,accomplished in arms ,
slew that child who , though brought u

p

in luxury , yet career

e
d over the field so fearlessly 1
3
4

Tell me , O Sanjaya , how our
Warriors sported in battle with Subhadrā ' s son of immeasurable
energy who had penetrated into our car -array ! 25

· " Sanjaya said , - 'That which thou askest me , o king , viz . ,

the slaughter of Subhadrā ' s so
n , I will describe to thee in

detail ! Listen , O monarch , with attention ! 86 Iwill relate to

thee how that youth , having penetrated into our ranks , sport

e
d with his weapons , and how the irresistible heroes of our

army , all inspired b
y

hope o
f victory , were afflicted b
y

h
im . " ?

Like the denizens of a forest abounding with plants and herbs
and trees , when surrounded o

n all sides by a forest conflagra ,

tion , the warriors of thy army were all filled with fear . ' ” 28

SECTION XXXIV .

: " Sanjaya said , - ' Of fierce ·deeds , in battle , and above al
l

fatigue a
s

proved b
y

their cats , the five sons of Pāndu , with
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Krishna , are incapable of being resisted by the very gods.?
In righteousness , įn deeds , in lineage , in intelligence , in
achievements , in fame, in prosperity , there never was ,and there
never will be , another man so endued as Yudhisathira . De.
voted to Truth and righteousness , and with passions under
control , king Yudhishthira , in consequence of his worship of
the Brāhmanas and diverse other virtues of a similar nature ,

is always in the enjoyment of Heaven . The Destroyer him
self at the end of the Yuga , Jamadagni's valiant son (Rāma),
and Bhimasena on his car , - these three, O king, are spoken of
ås equal. Of Partha , the wielder of Gandiva , who always
achieveth h

is

vows in battle , I do not see a becoming parallel

o
n Earth . Reverence fo
r

superiors , keeping counsels , humility ,

self -restraint , beauty o
f person , and bravery , — these six are

ever present in Nakula . In knowledge o
f scriptures , gravity ,

sweetness o
f temper , righteousness , and prowess , the heroic

Sahadeva is equal to the Açwins themselves . All those noble
qualities that are in Krishna , al

l

those that are in the Pandavas ,

a
ll

that assemblage o
f qualities was to b
e

seen in Abhimanyu

singly ! In firmness hewas equal to Yudhishthira , and in con
duct to Krishna ; in feats h

e was the equal o
f

Bhimasena o
f

terrible deeds ; in beauty of person , in prowess , and in know
ledge o

f scrptures , he was the equal of Dhananjaya . In humi
lity he was equal to Sahadeva and Nakula . ' .

" "Dhritarāshtra said , — ' I desire , 0 Suta , to hear in detail ,

how the invincible Abhimanyu , the so
n

o
f

Subhadrā , hath been
slain o

n the field o
f

battle ! " " }

• “ Sanjaya continued , — " Be still , O king ! Bear thy grief
that is so intolerable ! I will speak to thee o

f

the great slaugh

ter o
f thy kinsmen . Listen to it ! !

: " The preceptor , o king , had formed the great circular
array . In it were placed all the kings ( of our side ) that are

each equal to Cakra himself . " At the entrance were stationed

a
ll

the princes possessed o
f solar effulgence . All of them had

had standards decked with gold . All of them were attired in

red robes , and all had red ornaments . All of them had red

banners and a
ll

were adorned with garlands . of gold . Smeared
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with sandal -paste and other perfumed unguents , they were
decked with floral wreaths, Unitedly they rushed towards
Arjuna 's son , desirous of battle . Firm bowmen a

ll , they
numbered te

n

thousand . ” ? Placing thy handsome grandson
Lakshmana a

t

their head , al
l

o
f

them , symphathising with one ,

another in joy and grief , and emulating one another in feats o
f

courage , ' s desiring to excell one another , and devoted to one

another ' s good , they advanced to battle . Duryodhana , O mon
arch , was stationed in the midst of his forces . " And the king

was surrounded b
y

the mighty ca
r
-warriors Karna and Dusça

shana and Kripa , and had a white umbrella held over his head ,

And fanned with yak -tails , he looked resplendent like the chief

o
f

the celestials . And a
t

the head o
f

that army was the com

mander Drona looking like the rising Sun . * 20 - 21 And there

immovable like the cliff o
f

Meru . Standing b
y

the side o
f

the

ruler of the Sindhus and headed b
y

Açwatthāman , ” were , O
king , thy thirty sons resembling the very gods . There also ,

o
n Jayadratha ' s flank , were those mighty car -warriors , viz . , the

Calya , and Bhuriçravas . Then commenced the battle , fierce

and making the hair to stand o
n end , between thy warriors

and those o
f the foe . And both sides fought , making death

itself the goal , ' " 23 - 24

SECTION XXXV .

" Sanjaya said , — "The Pārthas then , headed b
y

Bhimasena ,

approached that invincible array protected b
y

Bharadwāja ' s son . ?

And Sātyaki , and Chekitāna , and Dhrishtadyumna the son o
f

Prishata , and Kuntibhoja o
f great prowess , and the mighty

car -warrior Drupada , and Arjuna ' s son (Abhimanyu ) ,and Ksha
tradharman , and the valiant Vrihadkshatra , and Dhrishtaketu
the ruler of the Chedis ,and the twin sons of Mādri , (viz . ;Nakula
and Sahadeva ) , and Ghatotkacha , and the powerful Yudhā

· * The first -half of the first line o
f

2
1 seems to be grammatically

connected with 2
0 , - T
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manyu , and the unvanquished Cikhandin , and the irresistible
Uttamaujas , and the mighty car-warrior Virāta ," and the five
sons of Draupadi , — these a

ll

excited with wrath , and the valiant
son o

f Ciçupāla , and the Kaikeyas of mighty energy , and the
Srinjayas b

y
thousands , s — these and others , accomplished in

weapons and difficult o
f being resisted in battle , suddenly rush

e
d , at the head o
f their respective followers , against Bhara

dwāja ' s son , from desire o
f

battle . The valiant so
n

o
f Bhara

dwāja , however , fearlessly checked a
ll

those warriors , as soon

a
s they came near , with a thick shower o
f arrows . " Like a

mighty wave o
f

waters coming against a
n impenetrable hill ,

o
r

the surging se
a

itself approaching it
s

bank , those warriors
were dashed back b

y

Drona . And the Pāndavas , O king ,

afflicted b
y

the shafts shot from Drona ' s bow , were unable to

stay before him . ' And the strength o
f Drona ' s arms that w
e

saw was wonderful in the extreme , inasmuch as the Pānchālas
and the Srinjayas failed to approach h

im . " Beholding Drona
advancing in rage , Yudhishthira thought of diverse means for

o
f being resisted b
y

any one else , Yudhishthira placed that
heavy and unbearable burden o

n the son o
f

Subhadra . Ad
dressing Abhimanyu , that slayer o

f hostile heroes , who was
not inferior to Vāsudeva himself and whose energy was superi

o
r
to that of Arjuna , the king said , ' 3 – O child , act in such &

way that Arjuna , returning (from the Samsaptakás ) , may not
reprove u

s
! We do not know how to break the circular array ! !

Thyself , or Arjuna , or Krishna , or Praddyumna , can pierce

that array ! O mighty -armed one , no fifth person can b
e

found

( to achieve that feat ) ! 18 O child , it behoveth thee , O Abhi
manyu , to grant the boon that thy sires , thy maternal uncles ,

and a
ll

these troops ask o
f

thee ! " Taking u
p thy arms quick

ly , destroy this array o
f

Drona , else , Arjuna returning from

the fight , will reprove u
s

all ! ' ? —

“ 'Abhimanyu said , - Desiring victory tomy sires , soon shall

I in battle penetrate into that firm , fierce , and foremost of

arrays formed b
y

Drona ! " I have been taught b
y my father

the method o
f
( penetrating and ) smiting this kind o
f array . I

cannot , however ,come out if any kind of danger overtake me !"
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“ Yudhishthira said , - Break this array once , O foremost of
warriors , and make a passage fo

r

u
s ! All of us will follow

thee in the track b
y

which thou wilt g
o ! In battle thou art

equal tɔ Dhananjaya himself ! Seeing thee enter , w
e

shall

follow thee , protecting thee o
n a
ll

sides 1 -

“ 'Bhima said , — I myself will follow thee , and Dhrishta
dyumna , and Sātyaki ; and the Pānchālas , and the Prabhadra
kas . After the array will once have been broken b

y

thee ,

we will enter it repeatedly and slay the foremost warriors within

in it ! 83 —

" Abhimanyu said , I will penetrate into this invincible
array o

f

Drona , like an insect filled with rage entering a bla
zing fire , 24 Today I will do that which will be beneficial to

both races ( vi
z
. , my sire ' s and my mother ' s ) . I will d
o that

which will please mymaternal uncle as also my father ! * 6 T
o

day a
ll

creatures will behold large bodies o
f

hostile soldiers

continually slaughtered b
ymyself , an unaided child 1
2
6

If any
body , encountering me , escapes today with life , I shall not
then regard myself begotten b

y

Pārtha and born o
f

Subhadrā 1
8
7

If on a single ca
r
I cannot in battle cut off the whole Kshatriya

race into eight fragments , I will not regard myself the son o
f

Arjuna ? a
l
—

“ Yudhishthira said , - Since , protected b
y

these tigers among

men , these great bowmen endued with fiercemight , these war
riors that resemble the Sadhyas , the Rudras , or the Maruts ,

o
r

are like the Vasus , or Agni , or Aditya himself in prowess ,

thou venturest to pierce the invincible array o
f

Drona , and
since thou speakest so , let thy strength , 0 so

n

o
f

Subhadrā ,

increase ! ' 88 - 30

" Sanjaya continued , — 'Hearing these words o
f Yudhishthira ,

Abhimanyu ordered his charioteer Sumitra , saying , - Quickly
urge th

e

steeds towards Drona ' s army ! = " " 34

SECTION XXXVI .

" Sanjaya said , — Hearing these words o
f

the intelligent

Yudhishthira , the son o
f

Subhadrā , O Bhārata , urged his
charioteer towards Drona ' s array . ' The charioteer , urged b

y
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him with the words — Proceed - Proceed , - replied unto Abhi
manyu , O king , in these words :: O thou that art blegt with
length of days, heavy is the burthen that hath been placed

upon thee by the Pandavas ! Ascertaining by thy judgment

as to whether thou art able to bear it or not, thou shouldst
then engage in battle ! The preceptor Drona is a master of
superior weapons and accomplished ( in battle ) ! Thou , how
ever, hast been brought up in great luxury, and art unused
to battle !* 4 _

" Hearing these words , Abhimanyu replied unto his chariot
eer, saying with a laugh , - 0 charioteer , who is this Drona ?
What , again , is this vast assemblage of Kshatriyas ? Cakra
himself on his Airāvat and aided by a

ll
the celestials , I would

encounter in battle . I do not feel the slightest anxiety , about

up to even a sixteenth part o
fmyself ! O son of a Suta ,

getting my maternal uncle Vishnu himself , the conqueror o
f

the universe , or my sire Arjuna , as an antagonist in battle ,

fear would not enter my heart ! Abhimanyu then , thus dis
regarding those words o

f

his charioteer , urged the latter , say

in
g , — Go with speed towards th
e

army o
f Drona ! - Thus com

manded , the charioteer , with a heart scarcely cheerful , urged
Abhimanyu ' s three year old steeds decked with golden trapp
ings . Those coursers , urged b

y

Sumitra towards Drona ' s

army , 9 - 10 rushed towards Drona himself , O king , with great
speed and i prowess . t Beholding him coming (towards them )

in that way , al
l

the Kauravyas , headed b
y

Drona , advanced
against h

im , as , indeed , the Pāndavas followed him behind . "

Then Arjuna ' s son , superior to Arjuna himself , cased in golden
mail and owning a

n excellent stindard that bore the device

o
f
a Kurnikāra tree , fearlessly encountered , from desire o
f

battle , those warriors headed b
y

Dröna , like a
n infant lion

* The last half o
f the second line of 4 is vicious as occurring in the

Bengal texts . The correct reading is ayuddha -viçāradas . - T .

+ The Bombay edition reads Mahāvega -parakramam . This is vicious ,

The Bengal texts rightly make it an adjective o
f lajinas in the previous

line . - T . .
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assailing a herd of elephants . Those warriors then , filled

with joy , began to strike Abhimanyu while he endeavoured to
pierce their array .* And for a moment an agitation took
place there like to the eddy that is seen in the ocean where

that commenced there , between those struggling heroes striking

one another , became fierce and terrible ." And during the
progress of that awful battle , Arjuna's son , in the very sight of
Drona , breaking that array, penetrated into it." Then large .
bodies of elephants and steeds and cars and infantry , filled with
joy, encompassed that mighty warrior after he had thus pene

trated into the midst of the foe , and commenced to smite

h
im . " (Causing the Earth to resound ] with the noise o
f

diverse musical instruments , with shouts and slaps o
f

a
rm -pits

and roars , with yells and leonine shouts ,with exclamations of

Wait , - Wait , " ? - with fierce confused voices , with cries o
f

D
o

not g
o , Wait , Come tome , — with repeated exclamations of

This one , - It is 1 , — The foe , 18 — with the grunts o
f elephants ,

with the tinkling of bells and ornaments , with bursts o
f laugh

ter ,and the clatter of horse -hoofs and car -wheels , the (Kaurava )

warriors rushed a
t

the son o
f Arjuna . " That mighty hero ,

however , endued with great lightness of hands and having a

knowledge o
f

the vital parts o
f the body , quickly shooting

weapons capable o
f penetrating into the very vitals , slew those

advancing warriors . 20 Slaughtered b
y

means o
f sharp shafts

o
f

diverse kinds , those warriors became perfectly helpless ; and
like insects falling upon a blazing fi

re , they continued to fall

upon Abhimanyu o
n the field o
f

battle . And Abhimanyu

strewed the earth with their bodies and diverse limbs o
f

their

bodies like priests strewing the altar at a sacrifice with blades

o
f

Kuça grass . 2 And Arjuna ' s son quickly cu
t

o
ff b
y

thousands the arms of those warriors . And some o
f

these

were cased in fences made o
f iguana skin , and some held

bows and shafts . And some held swords or shields o
r iron

* The Bengal reading T
e

viçantam muda yuktas seems to me better -

than the Bombay reading T
e vingçati pade yattūs , although Nilakantha

prefers the latter . - T ,
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hooks or reins ; and some, lances or battle -axes. And some
held maces or iron -balls or spears ; and some , rapiers and crows
and axes . And some grasped short arrows, or spiked maces ,
or darts , or shafts, or Kampanas . And some had goads and
prodigious conchs ; and some had bearded darts and Kacha
grahas . And some had mallets and some other kinds of
missiles . And some had nooses , and some heavy clubs , and
some brick -bats . And a

ll

those arms were decked with armlets

and laved with delightful perfumes and unguents . 88 - 36 And
with those arms dyed with gore and looking bright , the field

o
f

battle became beautiful , as if strewn , O sire , with five -headed
snakes slain b

y

Garuda . ? And Phālguna ' s son also scattered
over the field o

f

battle countless heads o
f

foes , heads graced

with beautiful noses and faces and locks , without pimples , and
adorned with ear -rings . Blood flowed from those heads copi

ously , and the nether lips in al
l

were bit with wrath . Adorned
with beautiful garlands and crowns and turbans and pearls and
gems , and possessed of splendour equal to that of the Sun or the
Moon , they seemed to b

e like lotuses severed from their stalks .

Fragrant with many perfumes , while life was in them they

could speak words both agreeable and beneficial . 28 - 30 Diverse .
cars , well equipt , and looking like the vapoury edifices in the

welkin , with shafts in front and excellent bamboo poles and
looking beautiful with the standards set u

p

o
n

them , ' were
deprived o

f

their Janghas , and Kuvaras , and Nemis , and
Dacanas , and wheels , and standards , and terraces . And the
utensils o

f

war in them were a
ll

broken . * 33 And the rich cloths
with which they were overlaid , were blown away , and the
warriors o

n them were slain b
y

thousands . Mangling every
thing before him with his shafts , Abhimanyu was seen coursing

o
n a
ll

sides . f . 33 With his keen -eged weapons , he cut into pieces
elephant -warriors , and elephants with standards and hooks
and banners , and quivers and coats o

f mail , and girths and
neck -ropes and blankets , and bells and trunks and tusk -ends ,

a
s

also the foot -soldiers that protected those elephants from

* Janghas , dc . , are diverse limbs of cars used in battle . - T .

+ I read both 3
2 and 3
3 a
s
in the Bombay text . - T
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behind ." - And many steeds of the Vanāyu , the hilly, the
Kāmvoja , and the Vālhika breeds , with tails and ears and eyes
motionless and fixed ,possessed of great speed , well-trained ,*' and
ridden by accomplished warriors armed with swords and lances,
were seen to be deprived of the excellent ornaments on their heads
as also of their beautiful tails .* 37 And many lay with tongues
lolling out and eyes detached from their sockets, and entrails
and livers drawn out . And the riders on their backs la

y

lifeless
by their sides . And the rows of bells that adorned them were all
torn . Strewn over the field thus , they caused great delight to

Rākshasas and beasts o
f proy . 88 With coats of mail and other

leathern armour (casing their limbs ) cut open , they weltered

in excreta ejected b
y

themselves . Thus slaying many foremost

o
f

steeds o
f thy army , Abhimanyu looked resplendent . " Alone

achieving the most difficult feats like the inconcievable Vishnu

himself in days o
f

o
ld , Abhimanyu crushed thy vast host of

three kinds o
f forces (cars , elephants , and steeds ) , 40 like the

Three -eyed (Mahādeva ) of immseasurable energy crushing the
terrible Asura host . Indeed , Arjuna ' s son , having achieved in
battle feats incapable o

f being borne b
y

his foes , * everywhere
mingled large divisions o

f

foot -soldiers belonging to thy army .

Beholding then thy host extensively slaughtered b
y

Subhadra ' s

son single -hand with h
is

whetted shafts like the Asura host

b
y

Skanda (the celestial generalissimo ) , thy warriors and thy
sons cast vacant looks on a

ll

sides . * 3 - 48 Their mouths became
dry ; their eyes became restless ; their bodies were covered

with sweat ; and their hair stood o
n end . Hopeless o
f

van
quishing their fo

e , thy se
t

their hearts o
n flying away from

the field . “ Desirous of saving their lives , they called one
another b

y

their names and the names o
f their families , and

abandoning their wounded sons and sires and brothers and kins

men and relatives b
y

marriage lying around o
n the field , they

endeavoured to fl
y away , urging their steeds and elephants ( to

their utmost speed ) . ' ” 45

* Charumukután (Beng . ) is better than Chámaramukhān . (Bom . ) - T .
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SECTION XXXVII,

"Sanjaya said ,— Beholding his army routed' by Subhadrā 's
son of immeasurable energy , Duryodhana , filled with rage,
himself proceeded against the former . Seeing the king turn
back towards Subhadrā 's son in battle , Drona , addressing all
the (Kaurava) warriors , said , - Rescue the king .* 3 Before us,
in our very sight , the valiant Abhimanyu is slaying a

ll

h
e aims

a
t . Rush y
e , therefore , speedily against him , without fear ,

and protect the Kuru king ! 8 — Then many grateful and mighty

·warriors , having Duryodhana ' s good at heart and always graced
with victory , inspired with fear , surrounded thy son . And
Drona , and Drona ' s son , and Kripa , and Karna , and Kritavar
man , and Suvala ' s so

n , and Vrihadvala , and the ruler of the
Madras , and Bhuri , and Bhuriçravas , and Cala , and Paurava ,

and Vrishasena , shooting sharp shafts , checked Subhadrā ' s so
n

b
y

means o
f

those arrowy showers . Confounding him with

those showers o
f

shafts , they rescued Duryodhana . The son

o
f Arjuna , however , brooked not that act of snatching a mor

se
l

from his mouth . ” Covering those mighty car -warriors ,
their charioteers , and steeds with thick showers of arrows and
causing them to turn back , the son o

f Subhadrā uttered a

leonine roar . Hearing that roar of his resembling that o
f

a lion hungering after prey , those angry car -warriors headed
by Drona , brooked it not . Encompassing him o

n a
ll

sides ,

. O sire , with a large body of cars , they shot a
t

him showers o
f

diverse kinds o
f

arrows . Thy grandson ,however , cut them off

in the welkin (before any o
f

them could reach h
im ) b
y

means o
f

sharp shafts , and then pierced a
ll
o
f

them with his shafts . That
feat o

f his seemed exceedingly wonderful , " Provoked b
y

him

thus b
y

means o
f

those shafts o
f

his that resembled snakes

o
f

virulent poison , they surrounded that unretreating son o
f

Subhadrā , desirous o
f slaying him . " That se
a

o
f
(Kaurava )

troops , however , O bull of Bharata ' s race , the so
n

o
f Arjuna

singly held in check b
y

means o
f

h
is

shafts like the continent

texts . - T .
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resisting the surging ocean .13 And among those heroes thus
fighting with and striking one another , viz., Abhimanyu and
his on one side and a

ll

those warriors together o
n the other ,

none turned back from the field . 14 In that dreadful and fierce

battle Dussaha pierced Abhimanyu with nine shafts . And
Duscāsana pierced him with a dozen ; and Caradwat ' s son Kri . .

p
a , with three . And Drona pierced him with seventeen shafts ,

each resembling a snake o
f

virulent poison . 16 And Vivingcati

pierced him with seventy shafts , and Kritararman with seven .

And Vrihadvala pierced him with eight , and Açwtthāman with
seven shafts . " ? And Bhuriçravas pierced him with three shafts
and the ruler of the Madras with si

x . And Cakuni pierced
him with two , and king Duryodhana with three shafts . 18 The
valiant Abhimanyu , however ,Oking , seemingly dancing o

n

his car , pierced each o
f those warriors in return with three

shafts . " Then Abhimanyu , filled with rage in consequence o
f

thy sons endeavouring to frighten him thus , displayed the

wonderful strength h
e

had acquired from culture and practice . 2 *
Borne b

y

h
is well -broken steeds endued with the speed o
f

Garuda o
r

the Wind , and thoroughly obedient to the behests

o
f

him who held their reins , he quickly checked the heir o
f

Açmaka . " Staying before him , the handsome son o
f Açmaka ,

endued with great might , pierced him with ten shafts and , ad
dressing him , said , — Wait , - Wait . Abhimanyu then , with

te
n

shafts , cut of
f

the former ' s steeds and charioteer and standard
and two arms and bow and head , and caused them to fall down

o
n the earth , smiling the while . 33 After the heroic ruler of the

Açmakas had thus been slain b
y

the son o
f

Subhadrā , the whole

o
f

his force wavered and began to fl
y

away from the field . 24

Then Karna , and Kripa , and Drona , and Drona ' s son , and the
ruler o

f

the Gāndhāras , and Cala . and Calya , and Bhuriçravas ,

and Krātha , and Somadatta , and Vivingçati , 25 and Vrishasena ,

and Sushena , and Kundavedhin , and Pratarddana , and Vrindā
raka , and Lilithya , and Pravāhu , and Dirghalochana , aº and the
angry Duryodhana , showered their arrows upon him . Then
Abhimanyu , excessively pierced b

y

those great bowmen with

their straight shafts , " sped a shaft at Karna which was capable

o
f piercing through every armour and body . That shaft , piercing

1
6
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through Karna 's coat of mail and then his body,28 entered the
earth like a snake piercing through an ant-hill. Deeply pierced ,
Karna felt great pain and became perfectly helpless,29 Indeed ,
Karna began to tremble in that battle like a hill during an
earth -quake. Then with three other shafts of great sharp

ness , the mighty son of Arjuna , excited with rage , slew those
three warriors , viz ., Sushena , Dirghalochana ,and Kundavedhin ,

Meanwhile , Karna (recovering from the shock ) pierced Abhi
manyu with five and twenty shafts .30–31 And Acwathāman
struck him with twenty , and Kritavarman with seven . Cover
ed all over with arrows , that son of Cakra 's son , filled with
rage,32 careered over the field . And he was regarded by all the
troops as Yama 's self armed with the noose . He then scattered
ever Calya , who happened to be near him , thick showers of
arrows.83 That mighty -armed warrior then uttered loud shouts,
frightening thy troops therewith . Meanwhile , Calya , pierced
by Abhimanyu accomplished in weapons , with straight shafts
penetrating into his very vitals ,34 sat down on the terrace of his
car and swooned away. Beholding Calya thus pierced by the
celebrated son of Subhadrā ,35 al

l

the troops fled away in the

very sight of Bharadwaja ' s son . Seeing that mighty -armed
warrior , viz . , Calya , thus covered with shafts of golden wings ,
thy army fled away like a herd o

f

deer afflicted b
y
a lion . se

And Abhimanyu , glorified b
y

the Pitris , the gods , and Chā
ranas , and Siddhas , as also b

y

diverse classes o
f

creatures on

the Earth , with praises about (his heroism and skill in ) battle ,

looked resplendent like a sacrificial fire drenched with clarified

butter . ' ” 87

SECTION XXXVIII .

“ Dhritarāshtra said , — While Arjuna ' s son was thus grind
ing , by means of his straight arrows , our foremost o

f

bowmen ,

what warriors of my army endeavoured to check him ? ?

“ Sanjaya said , — Hear , O king , of the splendid prowess in

battle o
f

the youthful Abhimanyu while engaged in breaking

the ca
r
-ranks ( of the Kauravas ) protected b
y

the son o
f

Bhara
dwāja himself !
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“ "Beholding the ruler of the Madras disabled in battle by

Subhadrā 's so
n

with h
is

shafts , the younger brother of Calya ,

filled with wrath , advanced against Abhimanyu , scattering his
shafts . Arjuna ' s son , however , endued with great lightness

o
f

hand , cut of
f

his antagonist ' s head and neck , arms and feet ,

his four steeds , umbrella , standard , and charioteer , his tripple
bamboo -pole , hi

s

(bed o
n the car ) , his car -wheels , his yoke ,

and shafts , and quiver , and ca
r
-bottom , by means o
f his arrows ,

a
s

also his banner , and every other implement of battle with
which his car was equipt . So quick were his movements that
none could obtain a sight of hi

s

person . Deprived o
f

life , that
foremost and chief o

f all ornaments o
f battle fell down o
n the

earth , 4 - 6 like a huge hill uprooted b
y
a mighty tempest . His

followers then , struck with fear , filed away in all directions . ?

Beholding that feat of the son o
f Arjuna , al
l

creatures were

highly gratified , and cheered him , O Bhārata , with loud shouts

o
f - Excellent , Excellent ! 8 _ '

“ After Calya ’ s brother had thus been slain , many followers

o
f his , loudly proclaming their families , places o
f

residence ,
and names , rushed against Arjuna ' s son , filled with rage and
armed with diverse weapons . Some o

f them were o
n cars ,

some on steeds , and some on elephants ; and others advanced

o
n foot . And a
ll

o
f

them were endued with fierce might . 9 - 10

And they rushed frightening the son of Arjuna with the loud
whizz o

f

their arrows , the deep roar of their ca
r
-wheels , their

fierce whoops and shouts and cries , their leonine roars , the loud
twang o

f

their bowstrings , and the slaps of their palms . And
they said , - Thou shalt not escape us with life today ! 12 - 13 —

Hearing them sa
y

so , the son o
f

Subhadrā , smiling the while ,

pierced with his shafts those amongst them that had pierced him
first . 13 Displaying diverse weapans of beautiful look and great

celerity , the heroic son of Arjuna battled mildly with them . 14

Those weapons that he had received from Vāsudeva , and those
that h

e

had received from Dhananjaya , Abhimanyu displayed

in the very same way a
s

Vāsudeva and Dhananjaya . ' Disre
garding the heavy burthen h

e

had taken upon himself and

cisting o
ff a
ll

fear , he repeatedly shot his arrows . No interval ,

again , could b
e

noticed between his aiming and letting o
ff

a
n
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arrow. Only his trembling bow drawn to a circle could be seen
on every side, looking like the blazing disc of the autumnal

Sun .”? And the twang of his bow , and the slap of his palms,

O Bhārata , were heard to resemble the roar of clouds charged

and exceedingly handsome , the so
n

o
f Subhadrā , out of regard

fo
r

the hostile heroes , fought with them mildly . " Commen
cing mildly , O king , he gradually became fierce , like the illus

trious maker o
f

the day when autumn comes after the season

o
f

the rains is over . 20 · Like the Sun himself shedding his rays ,

Abhimanyu , filled with wrath , shot hundreds and thosuands

o
f whetted arrows furnished with golden wings . In the very

sight of Bharadwāja ' s son , that celebrated warrior covered the
car -division o

f the Kaurava army with diverse kinds o
f ar

rows . * 22 Thereupon that army , thus afflicted b
y

Abhimanya

with his shafts , turned it
s

back o
n the field . ' ” 23

SECTION XXXIX .

" Dhritarăshtra said , - My heart , O Sanjaya , is inspired
with different sentiments , vi

z
. , shame and gratification , upon

hearing that Subhadrā ' s son singly held in check the whole

army o
f my son . ' Oson o
f Gavalgana , tell me everything

once more in detail about the encounter o
f the youthful Abhi

minyu which seems to have been pretty like Skanda ' s encounter
with the Asura host ! 3

" Sanjaya said , ' I will relate to thee that fearful encounter ,

that fierce battle , as it took place between one and the many . '

Mounted upon his car , Abhimanyu , with great daring , showered

ont

* I omit the names as they occur in the text . These are ( 1 ) Ashura

pras , i . e . , arrows sharp as razors , ( 2 ) Vatsadantas , i . e . , arrows having

heads like a calf -tooth ; ( 3 ) Vipathas , i . e . , long arrows having stout
bodies ; ( 4 ) Narichas , also long arrows ; Ardha -chandrabhais , i . e . , look

in
g

like shafts furnished with heads o
f

the form o
f

the half -moon ; it is

a
n adjective qualifying Nůráchais ; ( 5 ) Anjulikas were broad -headed

shafts . - T .
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his arrows on the warriors of thy army mounted on their cars ,
a
ll
o
f

whom were chastisers o
f

foes , endued with great courage ! *

Careering with great activity like a circle of fire , he pierced

Drona , and Karna , and Kripa , and Calya and Drona ' s so
n , and

Kritavarman o
f

the Bhoja race , and Vrihadvala , and Duryo

dhana , and Som udatti ,and the mighty Cakuni ,and diverse kings
and diverse princes , and diverse bodies o

f troops . 5 - 6 While en
gaged in slaying his foes b

y

means o
f superior weapons , the

valiant son o
f

Subhadrā , endued with mighty energy , seemed , O

Bhārata , to be present everywhere ! Beholding that conduct

o
f

Subhadrā ' s son of immeasurable energy , thy troops trembled
repeatedly . Seeing that warrior of great proficiency in battle ,

Bhardwāja ' s son of great wisdom , with eyes expanded in joy ,

quickly came towards Kripa , and addressing him , said , as if

crushing ( b
y

that speech o
f his ) the very vitals o
f thy son , O

Bhārata , the following words : 10 _ Yonder cometh the youthful
son o

f Subhadrā a
t

the head o
f

the Parthas , delighting a
ll

h
is

friends , and king Yudhishthira , " and Nakula , and Sahadeva ,

and Bhimasena the so
n

o
f

Pāndu , and all his kinsmen , and
relatives by marriage , and a

ll

who are watching the battle a
s

spectators without taking any part in it ! 18 I do not regard
any bowman to b

e his equal in battle ! If only h
e

enter
tains the wish , he can slay this vast host ! It seems , that for
some re ison o

r other , he doth not entertain that wish ! ! ! — Hear

in
g

these words o
f

Drona , so expressive of the gratification h
e

felt , thy son , enraged with Abhimanyu , looked a
t

Drona ,

faintly smiling the while . 14 Indeed , Duryodhana said unto
Karna and king Vālhika and Duscāsana and the ruler o

f the

Madras and the many other mighty ca
r
-warriors o
f his army ,

these words : 15 – The preceptor of the entire order o
f Kshatri

yas , - he that is the foremost of all conversant with Brahma ,

doth not , from stupefaction , wish to slay this son o
f Arjuna ! : 6

None can , in battle , escape the preceptor with life , not even

the Destroyer himself if the latter advanceth against the pre
ceptor as a fo

e
! What , О friend , shall we say then o
f any

mortal ? I say this truly ! ! ? This one is the son o
f Arjuna ,

and Arjuna is the preceptor ' s disciple . It is for this that the
preceptor protecteth this youth ! Disciples and sons and their
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sons are always dear to virtuous people .* 18 Protected by

Drona , the youthful so
n

o
f Arjuna regardeth himself valorous .

He is only a fool entertaining a high opinion o
f

himself !

Crush h
im , therefore , without delay ! 19 — Thus addressed b
y

the

Kuru king , those warriors , O monarch , excited with rage and
desirous o

f slaying their foe , rushed , in the very sight of

Drona , at the son of (Subhadrā ) that daughter of the Sātwata
race . 20 Duscāsana , in particular , that tiger among the Kurus ,

hearing those words o
f Duryodhana , answered the latter , say

ing , " _ O monarch , I tell thee that even I will slay this one

in the very sight o
f

the Pāndavas and before the eyes o
f

the

Pānchālas ! 23 I shall certainly devour the so
n

o
f Subhadrā

today like Rāhu swallowing Surya ! - And once more address

in
g

the Kuru king ' loudly , Duscāsana said , " 3 _ Hearing that
Subhadrā ' s son hath been slain b

y

me , the two Krishnas , who
are exceedingly vain , will , without doubt , go to the region o

f

the departed spirits , leaving this world o
f

men ! 84 Hearing

then o
f

the death o
f

the two Krishnas , it is evident that the
other sons born o

f

Pāndu ' s wives , with a
ll

their friends , will ,

in course o
f
a single day , cast away their lives from despair ! 95

It is evident , therefore , that this one fo
e

o
f thine being slain , al
l

thy foes will be slain ! Wish me well , O king , even I will slay
this foe of thine ! 26 _ Having said these words , O king , thy son
Duscāsana , filled with rage and uttering a loud roar , rushed
against the so

n

o
f Subhadrā and covered him with showers o
f

arrows . ? ? Abhimanyu then , O chastiser of foes , received that
son o

f

thine thus advancing upon him wrathfully , with six and
twenty arrows o

f sharp points . 28 Duscāsana , however , filled
with rage , and looking like a

n infuriate elephant , fought des
perately with Abhimanyu the son of Subhadrā in that battle . 29

Both o
f

them masters in car - fight , they fought o
n , describing

beautiful circles with their cars , one o
f

them to the left and the

other to the right . The warriors then , with their Panavas
and Mridangas and Dundubhis and Krakachas and great

Analas and Bheris and Jharjharas , caused a deafening noise

* The Bengal texts read Dharminam , th
e

Bombay reading is Dhar .

mindm . - T .
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ceptacle of salt waters.'” * 31

SECTION XL.

“ Sanjaya said , — Then the intelligent Abhimanyu , with
limbs mangled with arrows, smilingly addressed his fo

e

Dus
çāsana stationed before him , saying , ' - By good luck it is that

I behold in battle that vain hero arrived before me , who is

eruel , who hath cast away all righteousness , and who bawleth
out lustily his own praises ! In the assembly ( o

f

the Kurus )

and in the hearing o
f king Dhritarāshtra , thou hadst , with thy

harsh speeches , angered king Yudhishthira ! 8 Relying o
n the

deception o
f

the dice and the skill ( therein ) o
f

Suvala ' s son ,

thou hadst also , maddened b
y

success , addressed many delirious
speeches to Bhima ! t * In consequence o

f the anger o
f

those

illustrious persons , thou a
rt

a
t

last about to obtain the fruit o
f

that conduct o
f

thine ! O thou o
f

wicked understanding , obtain
thou without delay the fruit of the robbery o

f

other people ' s
possessions , o

f

wrathfulness , of thy hatred o
f

peace , o
f

avarice ,

o
f ignorance , of hostilities (with kinsmen ) , of injustice and

persecution , of depriving my sires , those fierce bowmen , of

their kingdom , and of thy own fierce temper ! I shall today
chastise thee with my arrows in the sight o

f

the whole army 16 - 7

Today I shall in battle disburden myself of that wrath which

I cherish against thee ! I shall today free myself of the debt

I owe to the angry Krishnā and to my sire who always craveth
for a

n opportunity to chastise thee ! 8 O Kauravya , today I

shall free myself o
f

the debt I owe to Bhima ! With life

thou shalt not escape me , if , indeed , thou dost n
o
t

abandon

the battle ! - Having said these words , that mighty -armed
warrior , that slayer o

f hostile heroes , aimed a shaft endued

with the splendour o
f

Yama or o
f Agni o
r

o
f the Wind -god ,

* These are th
e

names o
f

diverse kinds o
f

drums small and large . - T .

+ I adopt th
e

Bombay reading o
f

the 1
st line o
f
4 . - T .

† The fruit being the present encounter with Abhimanyu in which

Duscāsana ,accordiug to Abhimanyu , shall have to la
y

down h
is

lif
e . - T ,



128 [ABAIMANYU :MAHABHARATA ,

and capable of despatching Duscāsana to the other world .10
Quickly approaching Duscāsana 's bosom , that shaft fell upon
his shoulder -joint and penetrated into his body up to the very
wings like a snake into an ant -hill." And soon Abhimanyu
once more struck him with five and twenty arrows whose touch
resembled that of fire and which were sped from his bow drawn
to it

s

fullest stretch . “ Deeply pierced and greatly pained ,

Duscāsana sat down o
n the terrace o
f

his car , and was , O

king , overtaken b
y
a swoon . " : Amicted thus with the arrows

o
f

Subhadrā ' s son and deprived o
f his senses , Duscāsana

was speedly borne away from the midst o
f

the fight b
y

h
is

charioteer . 14 Beholding this , the Pāndavas , the five sons o
f

Draupadi , Virāta , the Panchālas , and the Kekayas , uttered
leonine shouts . And the troops o

f the Pāndavas , filled with
joy , caused diverse kinds ofmusical instruments to b

e

beat

and blown . " Beholding that feat o
f Subhadrā ' s son they

laughed with joy . Seeing that implacable and proud fo
e

o
f

theirs thus vanquished , " ? those mighty car -warriors , viz . , the

(five ) sons o
f Draupadi who had o
n their banners the images

o
f Yama and Maruta and Cakra and the twin Açwins , 18 as also

Sātyaki , and Chekitāna , and Dhrishtadyumna , and Cikhandin ,
and the Kekayas , and Dhrishtaketu , and the Matsyas , and

the Pānchālas , and the Srinjayas , and the Pāndavas , headed
by Yudhishthira , were filled with joy . And all of them rushed
with speed , desirous o

f piercing Drona ' s array . * ' Then a

dreadful battle took place between thy warriors and those o
f

the foe . All of them were unretreating heroes and inspired by

desire o
f victory . During the progress of that dreadful en

counter , Duryodhana , O monarch , addressing the son of Rādhā ,

said , as . Behold , the heroic Duscāsana , who resembleth the
scorching Sun and who was hitherto slaying the foe in battle ,

hath a
t

last himself succumbed to Abhimanyu ! * : The Pān
davas also , filled with rage and looking fierce like mighty

lions , are rushing towards us , desirous o
f rescuing the son o
f

Subhadrā ! * 4 _ Thus addressed , Karna , filled with rage , and
desirous o

f

doing good to thy son , rained showers o
f sharp

arrows o
n the invincible Abhimanyu . as And the heroic Karna ,

a
s if in contempt of his antagonist , also pierced the latter ' s
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followers on the field of battle , with many excellent shafts of
great sharpness .S: The high - souled Abhimanyu , however , O
king , desirous of proceeding against Drona, quickly pierced

Rādhā ’s son with three and seventy shafts.27 No car-warrior of
thy army succeeded at that time in obstructing the progress ,

towards Drona , of Abhimanyu , who was the son of Indra 's son
and who was afflicting a

ll
the foremost ca

r
-warriors of the Kau

rava host . * Then Karna , that most honored o
f all bowmen ,

desirous o
f obtaining victory , pierced th
e

so
n

o
f

Subhadrā with

hundreds o
f

arrows , displaying his best weapons . 29 That fore
most o

f all persons conversant with weapons , that valiant dis
ciple o

f Rāma , b
y

means o
f

his weapons , thus afflicted Abhi
minyu who was incapable of being defeated b

y
foes . s0 Though

afflicted in battle b
y

Rādhā ' s son with showers of weapons , still
Subhadrā ' s so

n

who resembled a very celestial (for prowess ) felt

n
o pain , 34 With his straight shafts whetted o
n

stone and fur
nished with sharp points , the son of Arjuna , cutting o

ff the bows

o
f many heroic warriors , began to afflict Karna in return . 8 %

With shafts resembling snakes o
f

virulent poison and shot from

his bow drawn to a circle , Abhimanyu quickly cut of
f

the um

brella , the standard , the charioteer , and th
e

steeds of Karna ,

smiling the while , 33 Karna then sped five straight arrows at

Abhimanyu . The son o
f Phālguna , however , received them fear

lessly 3
4 Endued with great valour and courage , the latter then ,

in a moment , with only a single arrow , cut off Karna ' s bow and
standard and caused them to drop down on the ground . 5 Be
holding Karna in such distress , hi

s

younger brother , drawing
the bow with great force , speedily proceeded against the son

o
f Subhadrā . 36 The Pārthas then , and their followers , uttered

loud shouts and beat their musical instruments and applauded

the son o
f

Subhadrā [for his heroism ] . ' " 87

SECTION XLI .

" Sanjaya said , — Then the younger brother of Karna , utter
ing loud roars , bow in hand , and repeatedly stretching the
bowstring , quickly placed himself between those two illus
trious warriors . ' And Karna ' s brother , with ten shafts , pierced

1
7
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the invincible Abhimanyu and his umbrella and standard and

charioteer and steeds, smiling the while . Beholding Abhi
manyu thus aMicted with those arrows although he had achiev

ed those superhuman feats after the manner of his sire and

grandsire , the warriors of thy army were filled with delight .”
Then Abhimanyu , forcibly bending the bow and smiling the
while , with one winged arrow cut o

ff his antagonist ' s head .

That head , severed from the trunk , fell down o
n the earth . *

Beholding his brother slain , and overthrown like a Kurnikāro
tree shaken and thrown down b

y

the wind from the mountain
top , Karna , O monarch , was filled with pain . Meanwhile , the
son o

f

Subhadrā , causing Karna b
y

means o
f

his arrows to

turn away from the field , quickly rushed against the other
great bowmen . Then Abhimanyu o

f
fierce energy and great

fame , filled with wrath , broke that host of diverse forces
abounding with elephants and steeds and cars and infantry . "

As regards Karna , afflicted b
y

Abhimanyu with countless

shafts , he fled away from the field , borne b
y

swift steeds .

The Kaurava array then broke . When the welkin was covered
with Abhimanyu ' s shafts like flights of locusts or thick showers

o
f

rain ,nothing , O monarch , could b
e distinguished . Amongst

thy warriors thus slaughtered b
y

Abhimanyu with sharp shafts ,
none , O monarch , stayed any longer o

n the field o
f

battle
except the ruler o

f

the Sindhus . Then that bull among
men , viz . , the so

n

o
f

Subhadrā , blowing his conch , speedily

fell upon the Bhārata host , O bull of Bharata ' s race . " Like

a burning brand thrown into themidst o
f
a heap o
f

dry grass ,

Arjuna ' s son began to consume his foes ,quickly careering through
the Kaurava army . Having pierced through their array ,

h
e mangled cars and elephants and steeds and human beings b
y

means o
f

his sharp shafts , and caused the field of battle to

teem with headless trunks . Cut off by means o
f excellent

arrows sped from the bow o
f

Subhadrā ' s son , the Kaurava
warriors fled away , slaying , as they fled , their own comrades

before them . 4 Those fierce arrows , of terrible effect , whet
ted o

n stone and countless in number , slaying car -warriors

and elephants and steeds , fell fast o
n the field . ' 5 Arms ,

decked with Angadas and other ornaments o
f gold , cut o
ff
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from trunks, lay scattered about, with maces and other wea
pons in grasp and hands cased in leathern fences . And arrows,

and bows , and scimitars , and bodies and heads decked with
ear -rings and floral wreaths , lay in thousands on the field ."?
Obstructed with Upashkaras and Adhishthānas and long poles,

as also with crushed Akshas and broken wheels and yokes,
numbering thousands ,* 18 with darts and bows and swords and
fallen standards , and with shields and bows and arrows lying

a
ll

about , with the bodies , O monarch , of slain Kshatriyas

and steeds and elephants , the field o
f battle , looking exceed

ingly fierce , soon became impassable . 20 The noise made b
y

the princes a
s they called upon one another while slaugh

tered b
y

Abhimanyu , became defeaning and enhanced the fears

o
f

the timid . That noise , O chief o
f the Bharatas , filled alt

the points o
f the compass . The so
n

o
f

Subhadrā rushed

against the (Kaurava ) troops , slaying foremost of car -warriors
and steeds and elephants . Quickly consuming his foes , like

a fire sporting in the midst o
f
a heap o
f dry grass , the son o
f

Arjuna was seen careering through the midst o
f

the Bhārata
army . " Encompassed a

s h
e

was by our troops and covered
with dust , none o

f

u
s could obtain a sight of that warrior

when , O Bhārata , he was careeing over the field in a
ll

direc

tions , cardinal and subsidiary . * * And h
e

took the lives o
f

steeds and elephants and human warriors , 0 Bhārata , almost
incessantly . And soon after we saw him (come out o

f the
press ) . Indeed , O monarch , we beheld him then scorching

his foes like the meridian Sun (scorching everything with his
rays ) . Equal to Vāsava himself in battle , that so

n

o
f Vāsa

v
a ' s son , viz . , Abhimanyu , looked resplendent in the midst o
f

the (hostile ) army . ' ”

SECTION XLII .

“ Dhritarāshtra said , - ' A mere child in years , brought u
p

in great luxury , proud of the strength of his arms , accomplish

e
d

in battle , endued with great heroism , the perpetuator o
f

his race , and prepared to lay down his life , ' when Abhimanyu

* These are particular limbs o
f

cars . - T .
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penetrated into the Kaurava army , borne on his three year o
ld

steeds o
f proud mettle , was there anybody in Yudhishthira ' s

army , any great warrior , that followed the so
n

o
f Arjuna ? '

"Sanjaya said , — Yudhishthira , and Bhimasena , and Ci
khandin , and Sātyaki , and the twins Nakula and Sahadeva ,

and Dhrishtadyumna , and Virāta , and Drupada , and Kekaya ,

and Dhristaketu , all filled with wrath , and the Matsya war
riors , rushed to battle . Indeed , Abhimanyu ' s sires , accompani

e
d b
y

his maternal uncles , — those smiters o
f

foes , - arrayed in

order of battle , rushed b
y

the self -same path that Abhimanyu

had created , desirous of rescuing him . Beholding those rush
ing heroes , thy troops turned away from the fight . - Seeing

then that vast army o
f thy son turning away from the fight ,

thy son - in -law o
f great energy rushed to rally them . Indeed ,

king Jayadratha , the son of the ruler of the Sindhus , checked ,

with a
ll

their fellowers , the Pārthas desirous of rescuing their
son . ? That fierce and great bowman , viz . , the son of Vriddha

kshatra , invoking into existence his celestial weapons , resisted
the Pāndavas , like an elephant sporting in a lo

w

land ! ' * 8

“ Dhritarăshtra said , - I think , O Sanjaya , that heavy was
the burthen thrown upon the ruler o

f

the Sindhus inasmuch

a
s , alone , he had to resist the angry Pāndavas desirous o
f

rescuing their so
n
! 9 . Exceedingly wonderful , I think , was the

that high -souled warrior ' s prowess was and how he accomplish

e
d that foremost o
f

feats ! 1° What gifts d
id h
e

make , what
libations had h

e poured , what sacrifices had h
e performed , what

ascetic austerities had h
e

well undergone , in consequence o
f

which , single -handed , he succeeded in checking the Pārthas

excited with wrath ? ! ! !

“ Sanjaya said , ' On the occasion o
f

the ravishment o
f

Draupadi , Jayadratha was vanquished b
y

Bhimasena . From

a keen sense o
f

his humiliation , the king practised the severest

o
f ascetic austerities , desirous of a boon . Restraining his

* Pravanddiva is explained b
y

Nilakantha a
s

nimnadeçam prūpya .

The meaning seems to b
e , as I have put it , "like a
n elephant in a lo
w

laud , i . e . , land covered with mud and water . - T .
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senses from all objects dear to them , bearing hunger , thirst, and
heat , he reduced his body till his swollen veins became visible .13
Uttering the eternal words of the Veda , he paid h

is adorations

to the god Mahādeva . That illustrious Deity , always inspired

with compassion fo
r

his devotees , at last became kind towards

h
im . " * Indeed , Hara , appearing in a dream unto the son of th
e

ruler o
f

the Sindhus , addressed h
im , saying , - Solicit the

boon thou desirest ! I am gratified with thee , O Jayadratha !

What dost thou desire ? 15 _ Thus addressed b
y

Mahādeva , Jayad
ratha the ruler o

f the Sindhus bowed down unto h
im and

said with joined hands and restrained soul , 16 — Alone , on a

single car , I shall check in battle all the sons of Pându , endued
though they are with terrible energy and prowess ! — Even this ,

O Bhārata , was the boon h
e

solicited . " ? Thus solicited , that
foremost o

f

deities said unto Jayadratha , – 0 amiable one ,

I give thee the boon . Excepting Dhananjaya the son o
f

Prithā , 18 thou shalt in battle check the four other sons o
f

Pāndu ! - So be it , - said Jayadratha unto that Lord of the gods

and then awoke , O monarch , from his slumhers . In conse

quence o
f

that boon which h
e

had received and of the strength

also o
f his celestial weapons , Jayadratha , single -handed , held

in check the entire army o
f

the Pandavas ! 20 The twang o
f

his

bowstring and the slaps o
f

his palms inspired the hostile Ksha
triyas with fear , filling thy troops , at the same time , with
delight . And the Kshatriyas ( o

f

the Kuru army ) , behold
ing that the burthen was taken u

p b
y

the ruler o
f

the Sindhus ,

rushed with loud shouts , O monarch , to that part o
f

the field

where Yudhishthira ' s army was . ' " 23

SECTION XLIII . ,

" Sanjaya said , — Thou askest me , O monarch , about the
prowess o

f

the ruler o
f the Sindhus . Listen to me a
s I

describe in detail how h
e fought with the Pāndavas ! Large

steeds o
f the Sindhu breed , well trained and fleet a
s the

wind , and obedient to the commands o
f the charioteer , bore

him ( on that occasion ) . His car , duly equipt , looked like

a vapoury edifice in the yelkin , His standard , bearing the
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device of a large boar in silver , looked exceedingly beautiful."
With his white umbrella , and banners , and the yak tails with
which he was fanned , - regal indications these , - he shone like
the Moon himself in the firmament . His car -fence made of
iron was decked with pearls and diamonds and gems and gold .
And it looked resplendent like the firmament bespangled with
luminous bodies. Drawing h

is large bow and scattering count

less shafts , he once more filled u
p

that array in those places

where openings had been made b
y

the son o
f Arjuna . And h
e

pierced Sātyaki with three arrows , and Vrikodara with eight ;

and having pierced Dhrishtadyumna with sixty arrows h
e pierced

Drupada with five sharp ones , and Cikhandin with te
n . Pierc

in
g

then the Kaikeyas with five and twenty arrows , Jayadratha
pierced each o

f

the five sons o
f Draupadi with three arrows . 7 - 8

And piercing Yudhishthira then with seventy arrows , the

ruler o
f

the Sindhus pierced the other heroes o
f

the Pandava
armywith thick showers of shafts . And that feat of his seem

e
d exceedingly wonderful . Then , O monarch , the valiant son

o
f

Dharma , aiming Jayadratha ' s bow , cut it off with a polished
and well -tempered shaft , smiling the while . 10 Within the twink
ling , however , of the eye , the ruler o

f the Sindhus took u
p

another bow and , piercing Pārtha ( Yudhisthira ) with te
n

arrows ,

struck each o
f

the others with three shafts . “ Marking that light

ness o
f

hands showed b
y Jayadratha , Bhima then , with three

broad -headed shafts , quickly felled o
n the earth h
is

bow , stand
ard , and umbrella . " The mighty Jayadratha then , taking u

p

another bow , stringed it and felled Bhima ' s standard and bow
and steeds , O sire ! 18 His bow cut of

f , Bhimasena then , jump

ing down from that excellent car whose steeds had been slain ,

mounted o
n the car o
f Sātyaki like a lion jumping to the top

o
f
a mountain . 14 Seeing this , thy troops were filled with joy .

And they loudly cried - Excellent , Ecellent ! - And they repeat
edly applauded that feat o

f the ruler o
f

the Sindhus . 15 In

deed , al
l

creatures highly applauded that feat o
f

his which

consisted in his resisting , single -handed , al
l

the Pāndavas to

gether excited with wrath . 16 The path that the son o
f Subhadrā

had made fo
r

the Pāndavas b
y

slaying numerous warriors and

elephants was then filled u
p

b
y

the ruler o
f the Sindhus , ? Ins
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deed , those heroes , vi
z
. , the Matsyas , the Panchālas , the Kaike

yas , and the Pāndavas , exerting themselves vigorously , suc
ceeded in approaching the presence o

f Jayadratha , but none of

them could bear him . ' Every one amongst thy enemies who
endeavoured to pierce the array that had been formed b

y

Drona ,

was checked b
y

the ruler o
f the Sindhus in consequence o
f the

boon h
e

had got ( from Mahādeva ) . ' " 19

SECTION XLIV .

" Sanjaya said , - 'When the ruler o
f the Sindhus checked

the Pandavas desirous of success , the battle that took place then

between thy troops and the enemy became awful . The invin
cible son o

f Arjuna , of true aim and mighty energy , having
penetrated into the (Kaurava ) array , agitated it like a makara
agitating the ocean . ' Against that chastiser of foes then , viz . ,

the son o
f

Subhadrā , who was thus agitating the hostile host

with his arrowy showers , the principal warriors o
f the Kau

rava army rished , each according to h
is rank and precedence .

The clash between them o
f

immeasurable energy , scattering

their arrowy showers with great force , on the one side , and
Abhimanyu alone o

n the other , became awful . * The son of

Arjuna , encompassed o
n a
ll

sides b
y

those enemies with crowds

o
f

cars , slew the charioteer of Vrishasena and also cut o
ff

h
is

bow . And the mighty Abhimanyu then pierced Vrishasena ' s

steeds with his straight shafts , upon which those coursers with
the speed o

f the wind bore Vrishasena away from the battle ,

Availing o
f that opportunity , Abhimanyu ' s charioteer freed

his car from that press b
y taking it away to another part o
f

the field . Those numerous car -warriors then , (beholding this
feat ) , were filled with joy and exclaimed , - Excellent , - Excel
lent ! ! - Seeing the lion -like Abhimanyu angrily slaying the
foe with h

is

shafts and advancing from a distance , Vasātiya ,

proceeding towards him quickly , fell upon him with great

force . The latter pierced Abhimanyu with sixty shafts o
f

golden wings , and addressing h
im , said , - As long as I am alive ,

thou shalt not escape mewith life ! : — Cased though h
e was in

a
n

iron coat o
f mail , the son of Subhadrā pierced him in the
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chest with a far-reaching shaft. Thereupon Vasātiya fell down .
on the earth , deprived of life . ' Beholding Vasātiya slain ,
many bulls among Kshatriyas became filled with wrath , and
surrounded thy grandson , Oking , from desire of slaying
him ." They approached him , stretching their countless bows
of diverse kinds, and the battle then that took place between
the so

n

o
f

Subhadrā and his foes was exceedingly fierce , 1

Then the son o
f Phālguna , filled with wrath , cut o
ff

their

arrows and bows , and diverse limbs o
f their bodies , and their

heads decked with e
a
r
-ings and floral garlands . And arms

were seen lopped off , that were adorned with various ornaments

o
f gold and that still held scimitars and spiked maces and

battle -axes and the fingers of which were still cased in

leathern fences . °4 [And the earth became strewn ] * with
floral wreaths and ornaments and cloths , with fallen standards ,

with coats o
f mail and shields and golden chains and dia

dems and umbrellas and yak tails ; 15 with Upashkaras , and
Adhishtanas , and Dandakas , and Vandhuras ; with crushed

Akshas , broken wheels , and yokes , numbering thousands ; 16

with Anukarshas , and banners , and charioteers , and steeds ;

a
s also with broken cars , and elephants , and steeds . The

field o
f

battle , strewn with slain Kshatriyas endued (while
living ) with great heroism , - rulers of diverse realms , inspired

with desire o
f victory , – presented a fearful sight . 18 When

Abhimanyu angrily careered over the field o
f battle in all

directions , hi
s

very form became invisible . 19 Only his coat of

mail , decked with gold , and h
is

ornaments , and bow , and
shafts , could b

e

seen . 20 Indeed , while h
e

slew hostile warriors

by means of his shafts , staying in their midst like the Sun

himself in his blazing effulgence , none could gaze at him with
his eyes . " : " 21

SECTION XLV .

“ Sanjaya said , — Engaged in taking the lives o
f

brave war
riors , Arjuna ' s so

n

then resembled the Destroyer himself when

* These words occur in 17 lower down . - T .

+ These are limbs o
f

cars , — T



BADHA Parva . ) 137DRONA PARVA ,

the latter takes the lives of a
ll

creatures o
n the arrival of the

hour o
f

Universal Dissolution . Possessed o
f

prowess resem
bling that of Cakra himself , the mighty son o

f

Cakra ' s son ,

viz . , Abhimanyu , agitating the Kaurava army , locked exceed
ingly resplendent . Penetrating into the Kaurava host , O

king , that destroyer of foremost Kshatriyas resembling Yama
himself , seized Satyaçravas like a

n

infuriate tiger seizing a

deer . Beholding Satyaçravas seized b
y

him , many mighty
car -warriors , taking u

p

diverse kinds o
f weapons , rushed upon

h
im . Indeed , those bulls among Kshatriyas , from a spirit o
f

rivalry , rushed at the son of Arjuna from desire o
f slaying him ,

all exclaiming , - I shall go first , I shall go first ! 5 — As a whale

in the sea , obtaining a shoal o
f small fish , seizes them with

the greatest ease , even so d
id Abhimanyu receive that whole

division o
f rushing Kshatriyas . Like rivers that never g
o

back

when they approach the sea , none amongst those unretreat
ing Kshatriyas turned back when they approached Abhimanyu , ?

That army then reeled like a boat tossed o
n the ocean when

overtaken b
y
a mighty tempest , (with it
s

crew ) afflicted with
panic caused b

y

the violence o
f

the wind . Then the mighty
Rukmaratha , son of the ruler of the Madras , for assuring the
frightened troops , fearlessly said , Ye heroes , y

e

need not fear !

When I am here , what is Abhimanyu ? Without doubt , I will
seize this one a living captive ! 9 - 10 _ Having said these words ,

the valiant prince , borne o
n h
is beautiful and well -equipt car ,

rushed a
t Abhimanyu . " Piercing Abhimanyu with three

shafts in the chest , three in the right arm , and three other
sharp shafts in the left arm , he uttered a loud roar . Phālgu

n
a ' s son , however , cutting o
ff

his bow , his right and left arms ,

and his head adorned with beautiful eyes and eye -brows , quickly
felled them o

n the earth . 18 Beholding Rukmaratha , the honor

e
d

son o
f Calya , slain b
y

the illustrious son o
f

Snbhadrā , that
Rukmaratha , viz . , who had vowed to consume his foe o

r take

him alive , 14 many princely friends of Calya ' s so
n ,Oking ,

accomplished in smiting and incapable o
f being easily defeated

in battle , and owning standards decked with gold , ( came u
p

fo
r

the fight ) . Those mighty car -warriors , stretching their
bows full si

x

cubits long , surrounded the son o
f Arjuna o
n

1
8
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all sides, pouring their arrowy showers upon him ." Behold
ing the brave and invincible so

n

o
f Subhadrā singly encoun

tered b
y

all those wrathful princes endued with heroism

and skill acquired b
y

practice and strength and youth , and
seeing him covered with showers o

f

arrows , Duryodhana re

joiced greatly , and regarded Abhimanyu a
s

one already made

a guest o
f

Yama ' s abode . 17 - 18 Within the twinkling of an eye ,

those princes , b
y

means o
f

their shafts o
f golden wings and

diverse forms and great impetuosity , made Arjuna ' s son invisi
ble . " Himself , his standard , and his car , O sire , were seen b

y

u
s

covered with shafts like (trees overwhelmed with ) flights o
f

locusts . Deeply pierced , h
e became filled with rage like a
n

elephant struck with the hook . He then , O Bhārata , applied

the Gāndharva weapon and the illusions consequent o
n it . * 31

Practising ascetic penances , Arjuna had obtained that weapon

from the Gandharvas Tumvuru and others . With that wea

pon Abhimanyu now confounded his foes . " Quickly displaying

his weapons , he careered in that battle like a circle o
f

fire , and

was , O king , seen sometimes as a single individual , sometimes

a
s
a hundred , and sometimes as a thousand . Confounding h
is

foes b
y

the skill with which his car was guided and by the

illusion caused b
y

h
is weapons , he cut into a hundred pieces ,

O monarch , the bodies o
f the kings (opposed to him ) . 24 B
y

means o
f his sharp shafts the lives o
f living creatures were

despatched . These , O king , attained to the other world while

their bodies fell down o
n the earth . 25 Their bows , and steeds ,

and charioteers , and standards , and arms decked with Angadas ,

and heads , the son o
f Phālguna cut of
f

with h
is sharp shafts . es

Those hundred princes were slain and felled b
y

Subhadrā ' s so
n

like a tope o
f

five year ol
d mango trees just o
n the point o
f

bear

ing fruit (laid lo
w

b
y
a tempest ) . a ? Beholding those youthful

princes brought u
p

in every luxury and resembling angry

snakes o
f

virulent poison , al
l

slain b
y

the single -handed Abhi
manyu , Duryodhana was filled with fear . 23 Seeing ( hi

s
) car

warriors and elephants and steeds and foot -soldiers crushed ,

the Kuru king quickly proceeded in wrath against Abhi

* The Bombay reading is slightly different . - T .
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manyu ." Continuing for only a short space of time , the un
finished battle between them became exceedingly fierce . Thy

so
n

then , afflicted with Abhimanyu ' s arrows , was obliged to

turn back from the fight . ' " go

SECTION XLVI .

.

" Dhritarăshtra said , “That which thou tellest me , 0 Suta ,

about the battle , fierce and terrible , between the one and the
many , and the victory o

f that illustrious one , ' that story o
f

the prowess o
f

Subhadrā ' s son , is highly wonderful and a
l

most incredible ! I do not , however , regard it a
s

a marvel
that is absolutely beyond belief in the case o

f
those that have

righteousness fo
r

their refuge . After Duryodhana was beat
back and the hundred princes slain , what course was pursued

b
y

the warriors o
f my army against the son o
f

Subhadrā ? ? ?

“ Sanjaya said , — Their mouths became dry , and eyes rest
less . Sweat covered their bodies , and their hair stood o

n
end .

Despairing o
f vanquishing their foe , they became ready to

leave the field . Abandoning their wounded brothers and sires
and sons and friends and relatives b

y

marriage and kinsmen ,

they fled , urging their steeds and elephants to their utmost
speed . Beholding them broken and routed , Drona , and Drona ' s

son , and Vrihadvala , and Kripa , and Duryodhana , and Karna ,

and Kritavarman , and Suvala ' s son (Cakuni ) , rushed in great

wrath against the unvanquished son o
f

Subhadrā . Almost all
these , O king , were beat back b

y thy grandson . Only one

warrior then , viz . , Lakshmana , brought u
p

in luxury , accom
plished in arrows , endued with great energy , and fearless in

consequence o
f inexperience and pride , proceeded against the

son o
f Arjuna . Anxious about his son , his father (Duryo

dhana ) turned back for following him . Other mighty car
warriors turned back for following Duryodhana . All of them
then drenched Abhimanyu with showers o

f arrows like the

clouds pouring rain o
n the mountain -breast . Abhimanyu ,

however , single -handed , began to crush them like the dry

winds that blow in every direction destroying gathering

masses o
f

clouds . Like one infuriate elephant encounter



140 [ABAIMANYUMAHABHARATA .

ing another , Arjuna's son then encountered thy invincible
grandson Lakshmana of great personal beauty , endued with
great bravery , staying near h

is

father with outstreched

bow , brought u
p

in every luxury , and resembling a second

prince o
f

the Yakshas . * 11 – 12 Encountering Lakshmana , that
slayer o

f hostile heroes , vi
z
. , the son o
f

Subhadrā , had his
two arms and chest struck with sharp shafts . 13 Thy grandson ,

the mighty -armed Abhimanyu then , filled with rage like a

snake struck (with a rod ) , addressing , Oking , thy (other )

grandson , said , ' 4 — Look well on this world , fo
r

thou shalt

(soon ) have to g
o

to the other ! In the very sight of

all thy kinsmen , I will despatch thee to Yama ' s abode ! 15 _

Saying thus , that slayer o
f hostile heroes , viz . , the mighty

armed son o
f Subhadrā , took out a broad -headed arrow that

resembled a snake just freed from it
s slough . 16 That shaft ,

sped b
y

Abhimanyu ' s arms , cut off the beautiful head , decked
with ear -rings , of Lakshmana , that was graced with a beauti

ful nose , beautiful eye -brows , and exceedingly good - looking
curls . ' ? Beholding Lakshmana slain , the troops uttered ex
clamations o

f

O
h

and Alas . Upon the slaughter o
f his dear

son , Duryodhana became filled with rage . 18 That bull among
Kshatriyas then loudly urged the Kshatriyas under him , say
ing , - Slay this one ! Then Drona , and Kripa , and Karna ,

and Drona ' s son , and Vrihadvala , " 9 and Kritavarman the son

o
f

Hridikā , — these si
x

car -warriors eucompassed Abhimanyu .

Piercing them with sharp arrows and beating them o
ff

from

him , the son of Arjuna fell with great speed and fury upon
the vast force o

f Jayadratha . Thereupon the Kalingas , the
Nishādas , and the valiant son o

f Krātha , all clad in mail ,

cut o
ff his path by encompassing him with their elephant

division . The battle then that took place between Phālguna ' s

son and those warriors was obstinate and fierce . 20 - 32 Then the
son o

f Arjuna began to destroy that elephant division a
s the

wind coursing in every direction destroys vast masses of gather
ing clouds in thewelkin . a3 Then Krātha covered the son o

f

Arjuna with showers o
f

arrows , while many other car -warriors

* Literally , " like another son of the Lord of Treasures . ” — T .
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headed by Drona , having returned to the field ,24 rushed at
him , scattering high andmighty -weapons. Checking all those
weapons by means of his own arrows, the son of Arjuna began
to aMict the son of Krātha2s with ceaseless showers of shafts,
using great despatch and inspired by the desire of slaying h

is

antagonist . The latter ' s bow and shafts , and bracelets , and
two arms , and head decked with diadem , 36 and umbrella , and
standard , and charioteer , and steeds , were all cut off and felled

b
y Abhimanyu . When Krātha ' s son possessed of nobility o
f

lineage , good behaviour , acquaintance with the scriptures , great
strength , fame , and power o

f arms , was slain , the other heroic
combatants almost all turned away from the fight . ' " ?

SECTION XLVII .

" Dhritarāshtra said , — While the youthful and invincible
son o

f

Subhadrā , never retreating from battle , was , after pene
trating into our array , engaged in achieving feats worthy o

f
his lineage , borne b

y

his three year o
ld steeds o
f great might

and the best breed , and apparently swimming in the welkin ,

what heroes ofmy army encompassed him ? ' 1 - 3

" Sanjaya said , — 'Having penetrated into our array , Abhi
minyu of Pāndu ' s race , by means o

f his sharp shafts , made

a
ll

the kings turn away from the fight . Then Drona , and
Kripa , and Karna , and Drona ' s son , and Vrihadvala , and Kri
tavarman the son o

f Hridikā , these si
x

car -warriors , - encom
passed h

im . A
s regards the other combatants o
f thy army ,

beholding that Jayadratha had taken upon himself the heavy
duty ( o

f keeping o
ff

the Pāndavas ) , they supported h
im , O

king , by rushing against Yudhishthira . * 5 Many amongst

them , endued with great strength , drawing their bows full six
cubits long , showered on the heroic so

n

o
f

Subhadrā arrowy

downpours like torrents of rain . Subhadrā ' s son , however ,

that slayer o
f

hostile heroes , - paralysed b
y

his shafts a
ll

those
great bowmen conversant with every branch o

f learning . ? And

h
e

pierced Drona with fifty arrows , and Vrihadvala with

* I expand the 5th a little to make the sense clear . - T .
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twenty . And piercing Kritavarman with eighty shafts , he
pierced Kripa with sixty . And the son of Arjuna pierced

Açwatthāman with te
n

arrows equipt with golden wings , en

dued with great speed , and shot from his bow drawn to it
s

fullest stretch . And the son of Phālguna pierced Karna , in

the midst of his foes , in one of his ears , with a bright , well
tempered , and barbed arrow o

f great force . 20 Felling then the
steeds yoked to Kripa ' s car , as also both his · Pārshni chariot
eers , Abhimanyu pierced Kripa himself in the centre o

f the

chest with ten arrows . " The mighty Abhimanyu then , in the
very sight of thy heroic sons , slew the brave Vrindāraka , that

enhancer of the fame o
f

the Kurus . While Abhimanyu was
thus engaged in fearlessly slaying one after another the fore

mostwarriors among h
is

enemies , Drona ' s son Açwatthāman
pierced h

im with five and twenty small arrows . 18 The so
n

o
f

Arjuna , however , in the very sight of all the Dhārtarāshtras ,

quickly pierced Acwatthāman in return , O sire , with many

whetted shafts . " Drona ' s so
n , however , in return , piercing

Abhimanyu with sixty fierce arrows o
f great impetuosity and

keen sharpness , failed to make him tremble , for the latter ,
pierced by Açwatthāman , stood immovable like the Maināka
mountain . 15 Endued with great energy , the mighty Abhi
manyu then pierced his antagonist with three and seventy
straight arrows equipt with wings of gold . 16 Drona then , dc
sirous o

f rescuing his son , pierced Abhimanyu with a hundred
arrows . And Açwatthāman pierced him with sixty arrows ,

desirous o
f rescuing his father . " ? And Karna struck h
im with

two and twenty broad -headed arrows , and Kritavarman struck
him with four and te

n
. And Vrihadvala pierced him with

fifty such shafts , and Caradwat ' s son Kripa with tеn . 18 Abhi
manyu , however , pierced each o

f

these in return with ten

shafts . The ruler of the Koçalas struck Abhimanyu in the

chest with a barbed arrow . ' ' Abhimanyu , however , quickly
felled o

n the earth his antagonist ' s steeds and standard and bow
and charioteer . The ruler of the Koçalas then , thus deprived

o
f

his car , took u
p
a sword and shield , 2º and wished to sever

from Abhimanyu ' s trunk his beautiful head decked with ear
rings . Abhimanyu then pierced king Vrihadvala the ruler
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of the Koçalas , in the chest, with a strong arrow . The latter
then , with riven heart, fell down. Beholding this , te

n

thou
sand illustrious kings broke and Aed . " 1 - 3 Those kings , armed
with swords and bows , fed away , uttering words inimical ( to

king Duryodhana ' s interests ) . * Having slain Vrihadvala thus ,

the so
n

o
f

Subhadrā careered in battle , paralysing thy war
riors , — those great bowmen , - b

y

means o
f arrowy downpours

thick a
s

rain . ' ” 783

SECTION XLVIII .

"Sanjaya said , — Phālguna ' s son once more pierced Karna

in the ear with a barbed arrow , and fo
r

angering him still
further , he pierced him with fifty other shafts . The son of

Radhā pierced Abhimanyu in return with a
s many shafts .

Covered all over with arrows , Abhimanyu then , O sire , looked
exceedingly beautiful . Filled with rage , he caused Karna also

to be bathed in blood . Mangled with arrows and covered with
blood , the brave Karna also shone greatly . Both o

f

them

pierced with arrows , both bathed in blood , those illustrious

warriors then resembled a couple o
f flowering Kinçukas .

The son of Subhadrā then slew si
x

o
f Karna ' s brave counsellors

conversant with a
ll

modes o
f

warfare , with their steeds and
charioteers and standards and cars . As regards the other
great bowmen , Abhimanyu fearlessly pierced each o

f

them , in

return , with ten arrows . That feat o
f

his seemed highly

wonderful . Slaying next the son o
f

the ruler of the Maga

dhas , Abhimanyu , with six straight shafts , slew the youthful

Açwaketu with his four steeds and charioteer . Then slaying ,

with a sharp razor -headed arrow , the Bhoja prince of Mārti
kāvata bearing the device o

f

a
n elephant ( on hi
s

banner ) , the
son o

f Arjuna uttered a loud shout and began to scatter his

* I coufess I do not understand what the meaning is of açiva våchas
Srijatām . The rendering I offer is tentative . - T .

+ I follow the numbering o
f

the Bengal texts . 23 consists o
f

three
lines . - T .

In the first line o
f
3 , the correct reading is Karnunchapyakarot kru

dha d
o
c
. , the reading in the Bengal texts is vicious and unmeaning . - T
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shafts on all sides. Then the son of Duscāsana pierced the
four steeds of Abhimanyu with four shafts, his charioteer with
one, and Abhimanyu himself with ten . The so

n

o
f Arjuna

then , piercing Duscāsana ' s son with ton fleet shafts , addressed
him in a loud tone and , with eyes red in wrath , said , ' _

Abandoning the battle , thy sire hath fled like a coward . It is

well that thou knowest how to fight . Thou shalt not , how

ever escape today with life ! " ? _ Saying these words unto him ,

Abhimanyu sped a long arrow , well polished b
y

the smith ' s

hand , at his fo
e . The son of Drona cut that arrow with three

shafts o
f

his own . 13 Leaving Aswatthāman alone , Arjuna ' s son
struck Calya with three arrows . Calya , in return , fearlessly

pierced him , in the chest with nine shafts equipt with vulturine
feathers . That feat seemed highly wonderful . The son of Arjuna

then cut of
f

Calya ' s bow and slew both his Pārshni chariot
eers . 18 - 14 Abhimanyu then pierced Calya himself with si

x

shafts

made wholly o
f

iron . Thereupon the latter , leaving that steed
less car , mounted another , Abhimanyu then slew five warriors
named Catrunjaya , and Chandraketu , and Mahāmegha , and

Suvarchas ,and Suryabhāsa . He then pierced Suvala ' s son . The
latter , piercing Abhimanyu with three arrows , said unto Duryo
dana , 15 - 16 — Let us al

l

together grind this one , else , fighting singly

with u
s

h
e will slay u
s

all ! O king , think of the means of slay
ing this one , taking counsel with Drona and Kripa and others ! 17

- Then Karna th
e

so
n

o
f

Vikartana said unto Drona , Abhi
manyu grindeth u

s a
ll
! Tell us the means b
y

which we may

slay him ! — Thus addressed , the mighty bowman Drona , address
ing them a

ll , said , - Observing him with vigilance , have any of

you been able to detect any laches in this youth ? 18 - 19 He is

careering in all directions . Yet have any of you been able to

detect today the least hole in him ? Behold the lightness o
f

hand and quickness o
f

motion of this lion among men , this son

o
f Arjuna ! 20 In the track o
f

his car , only h
is

bow drawn to a

circle can b
e

seen , so quickly is h
eaming his shafts and so quick

Jy is h
e letting them o
ff
! ai Indeed , this slayer of hostile heroes ,

viz . , the son o
f

Subhadrā , gratifieth me although h
e

afflicteth

my vital breaths and stupefieth me with his shafts ! 2
2 Even

the mightiest o
f car -warriors , filled with wrath , are unable to
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detect any laches in him ! The son of Subhadrā , therefore,
careering on the field of battle , gratifieth me greatly !23 I do
not see that in battle there is any difference between the wielder

of Gandiva himself and this one of great lightness of hand
filling a

ll

the points o
f

the horizon with his mighty shafts ! 24 —

Hearing these words , Karna , afflicted with the shafts o
f Arju

n
a ' s son , once more said unto Drona , - Exceedingly afflicted

with the shafts o
f Abhimanyu , I am staying in battle only be

because ( as a warrior ) I should stay here ! Indeed , the arrows

o
f this youth endued with great energy are exceedingly fierce !

Terrible a
s they are and possessed of the energy o
f

fi
re , those

arrows are weakening my heart ! — The preceptor then , slowly
and with a smile , said unto Karna , - Abhimanyu is young ,

His prowess is great . His coat ofmail is impenetrable . 25 - 27 This
one ' s father had been taught by me the method o

f wearing

defensive armour . This subjugator of hostile towns assuredly
knoweth the entire science ( of wearing armour ) . 28 With shafts
well -shot , you can , however , cut off his bow , bowstring , the
reins o

f

his steeds , the steeds themselves , and the two Pārshni
charioteers . O mighty bowman , O son o

f Rādhā , if com
petent , do this ! Making him turn back from the fight ( b

y

this

means ) . Strike him then ! 30 With his bow in hand , he is incap

able o
f being vanquished b
y

the very gods and the Asuras
together ! If you wish , deprive him o

f his car , and divest him

o
f his bow ! ! ! _ Hearing these words o
f the preceptor , Vikar

tana ' s son Karna quickly cut off , by means of his shafts , the
bow o

f Abhimanyu a
s the latter was shooting with great acti

vity . sa He of Bhoja ' s race (viz . , Kritavarman ) then slew his

steeds , and Kripa slew his two Pārshni charioteers . The
others covered him with showers o

f

arrows after h
e

had been

divested o
f his bow . 33 Those si
x great car -warriors , with

great speed when speed was so necessary , ruthlessly covered
that carless youth fighting single -handed with them , with
showers o

f

arrows . 34 Bowless and carless , with a
n eye how

ever to his duty ( as as a warrior ) , the handsome Abhimanyu ,

taking u
p
a sword and a shield , jumped into the sky . 35 Dis

playing great strength and great activity , and describing the
tracks called Kauçika and others , the so

n

o
f Arjuna fiercely

19
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coursed through the sky like the prince of winged creatures (viz .,
Garuda ).96— He may fall upon me, sword in hand ,-- with
such thoughts , those mighty bowmen , on the look out for the
laches of Abhimanyu , began to pierce him in that battle , with
their gaze turned upwards .87 Then Drona of mighty energy,
that conqueror of foes, with a sharp arrow quickly cut o

ff the

hilt , decked with gems , of Abhimanyu ' s sword . * * Rādhā ' s son
Karna , with sharp shafts , cut o

ff h
is

excellent shield . Depriv

e
d o
f

h
is sword and shield thus , he came down , with sound

limbs , from the welkin , upon the earth . Then taking u
p
a

ca
r
-wheel , he rushed in wrath against Drona . 89 His body

bright with the dust of ca
r
-wheels , and himself holding the car

wheel in h
is upraised arms , Abhimanyu looked exceedingly

beautiful , and imitating Vāsudeva (with h
is discus ) , became

awfully fierce fo
r
a while in that battle . ' His robes dyed with

the blood flowing ( from his wounds ) , his brow formidable with
the wrinkles visible thereon , himself uttering loud leonine roars ,

the lord Abhimanyu o
f

immeasurable might , staying in the

midst of those kings , looked exceedingly resplendent o
n the

field o
f

battle . ' " 41

SECTION XLIX .

Sanjaya said , — That jo
y

o
f

Vishnu ' s sister , (viz . , Abhi
manyu ) , that Atiratha decked with the weapon o

f Vishnu him
self , looked exceedingly beautiful on the field o

f battle like &

secund Janārudana . With the end o
f

h
is locks waving in the

air , with that supreme weapon upraised in his hands , his body

became incapable o
f

being looked a
t by the very gods . The

kings beholding it and also the wheel in hi
s

hands , became
filled with anxiety . They then cut of

f

that wheel into a hun

dred fragments . Then that great ca
r
-warrior , viz . , the son o
f

Arjuna , took u
p
a mighty mace . Deprived b
y

them o
f his bow

and car and sword , and divested also of his wheel b
y

his foes ,

themighty -armed Abhimanyu (mace in hand ) rushed against

Açwatthāman . * Beholding that mace upraised which looked
like the blazing thunderbolt , Açwatthāman , that tiger among
men , rapidly alighted from his car and took three (long ) leaps
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( fo
r

avoiding Abhimanyu ) . Slaying Acwatthāman ' s steeds and
two Pīrshni charioteers with that mace of his , Subhadrā ' s son ,

pierced all over with arrows , looked like a porcupine . Then
that hero pressed Suvala ' s son Kālikeya down into the earth ,

and slew seven and seventy Gāndhāra followers o
f

the latter . '

Next he slew te
n

car -warriors o
f

the Brahma -Vasātiya race ,

and then seven car -warriors o
f the Kaikeyas , and then ten

huge elephants . Proceeding next towards the car of Duscā
sana ' s son , he crushed the latter ' s car and steeds , pressing them
down into the earth . The invincible so

n

o
f

Duscāsana then ,

O sire , taking u
p

his mace , rushed a
t Abhimanyu , say

ing - Wait , Wait ! — Then those cousins , those two heroes ,

with upraised maces , began to strike each other , desirous of

achieving each other ' s death , like the three -eyed (Mahādeva )

and (the Asura ) Andhaka in days o
f

o
ld . Each of those chas

tisers o
f

foes , struck with the other ' s mace -end , fell down o
n

the earth like two uprooted standards erected to the honor o
f

Indra . Then Duscāşana ' s son , that enhancer o
f the fame of the

Kurus , rising u
p

first , 10 - 13 struck Abhimanyu with the mace

o
n the crown o
f

his head a
s

the latter was on the point of rising ,

Stupefied with the force o
f

that stroke as also with the fatigue

he had undergone , 18 that slayer of hostile hosts , viz . , the son

o
f

Subhadrā , fell on the earth , deprived o
f

his senses . Thus ,

O king , was one slain b
y

the many in battle , 14 — one who had
grinded the whole army , like an elephant grinding lotus stalks

in a lake . As he la
y

dead o
n the field , the heroic Abhimanyu

looked like a wild elephant slain b
y

the hunters . ' s . The fallen
hero was then surrounded b

y thy troops . And h
e

looked like

a
n extinguished fire in the summer season after ( as it lies )

having consumed a whole forest ; 16 o
r , like a tempest divested

o
f it
s fury after having crushed mountain crests ; * or , like the

Sun arrived at the Western hills after having blasted with his
heat the Bhārata host ; e ? or , like Soma swallowed u

p b
y

Rāhu ;

o
r , like the ocean reft o
f water . The mighty ca
r
-warriors of

thy army , beholding Abhimanyu whose face had the splendour

o
f

the full moon and whose eyes were rendered beautiful in

* The Bengal texts read Taru -cringũni , i , e . , tree -tops . - T .
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consequence of lashes black as the feathers of the raven , lying
prostrate on the bare earth , were filled with great joy. And
they repeatedly uttered leonine shouts.18-19 Indeed , O monarch ,
thy troops were in transports of joy, while tears fell fast from
the eyes of the Pāndava heroes .26 Beholding the heroic Abhi
manyu lying on the field of battle like themoon dropped from

the firmament, diverse creatures, O king , in the welkin , loudly
said , _ Alas , this one lieth on the field , slain , while fighting
singly , by six mighty ca

r
-warriors o
f

the Dhārtarāshtra army ,

headed b
y

Drona and Karna ! This act hath been , we hold ,

a
n unrighteous one ! " — Upon the slaughter o
f

that hero , the
earth looked exceedingły resplendent like the star -bespangled

firmament with the Moon . as Indeed , the earth was strewn
with shafts equipt with wings o

f gold , and covered with waves

o
f

blood . And strewn with the beautiful heads of heroes ,

decked with ear -rings24 and variegated turbans of great value ,

and banners and yak tails and beautiful blankets , and be
gemmed weapons o

f great efficacy , as and the bright ornaments

o
f

cars and steeds and men and elephants , and sharp and well
tempered swords looking like snakes freed from their sloughs , es
and bows , and broken shafts , and darts , and swords , and lances ,
and Kampanas , and diverse other kinds of weapons , she
assumed a beautiful aspect . 27 And in consequence of the steeds
dead o

r dying but all weltering in blood , with their riders

(lying about them ) , felled b
y

Subhadrā ' s son , the earth in many

places became impassable . And with iron hooks , and ele
phants huge a

s hills - equipt with shields and weapons and

standards , lying about , crushed with shafts , 29 with excellent cars
deprived o

f

steeds and charioteers and car -warriors , lying scatt
ered o

n the earth , crushed b
y

elephants and looking like agitat

e
d lakes , 30 with large bodies of foot -soldiers decked with diverse

weapons and lying dead o
n the ground , the field of battle , wear

ing a terrible aspect , inspired all timid hearts with terror . 31

" Beholding Abhimanyu , resplendent as the Sun o
r the

Moun , lying o
n the ground , thy troops were in transports of joy ,

while the Pāndavas were filled with grief . 53 When the youth
ful Abhimanyu yet in his minority fe
ll , the Pāndava divisions ,

O king , fled away in the very sight o
f king Yudhishthir a , as
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Beholding his army breaking upon the fall of Subhadra 's
son, Yudhishthira addressed his brave warriors , saying,34_ The
heroic Abhimanyu, who without retreating from battle hath

been slain , hath certainly ascended to heaven ! Stay then , and
fear not, fo

r

we shall yet vanquish our foes ! 35 _ Endued with
great energy and great splendour , king Yudhishthira the just ,

that foremost o
f

warriors , saying such words unto his soldiers
inspired with grief , endeavoured to dispel their woe . 36 The
king continued , - Having , in the first instance , slain in battle

hostile princes resembling snakes o
f

virulent poison , the son o
f

Arjuna hath then given u
p

his life ! 87 Having slain ten thou

sand warriors , and that mighty ca
r
-warrior , viz . , the king of

the Koçalas , Abhimanyu , who was even like Krishna or Arjuna

himself , hath assuredly gone to the abode o
f

Indra ! 38 Having

destroyed cars and steeds and men and elephants b
y

thousands ,

h
ewas still not content with what he di
d
! Performing a
s

h
e

did such meritorious feats , we should not certainly grieve

fo
r

him ! He hath gone to the bright regions o
f

the righteous ,
regions thatmen acquire b

y

meritorious deeds ! - ' " 39

SECTION L .

" Sanjaya said , - 'Having thus slain one o
f

their foremost

warriors , and having been afflicted with their arrows , we came
back to our encampment in the evening , covered with blood . ”

Steadfastly gazed a
t b
y

the enemy , we slowly left , O monarch ,

the field o
f battle , having sustained a severe loss and nearly

deprived o
f our senses . Then came that wonderful hour

intervening between day and night . Inauspicious howls of

jackals were heard . The Sun , with the pale -red hue o
f

the filaments o
f

the lotus , - sank lo
w

in the horizon , having
approached the Western hills . And h

e

took away with him

the splendour o
f

our swords and darts and rapiers and car

fences , and shields and ornaments . Causing the firmament
and the earth to assume the same hue , the Sun assumed his
favorite form o

f

fire . The field o
f

batttle was strewn with

the motionless bodies o
f

innumerable elephants deprived o
f

life ,

looking like crests of cloud -capt hills riven b
y

the thunder ,
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and lying about with their standards and hooks and guides fallen

from their backs . The earth looked beautiful with large cars
crushed to pieces and with their warriors and charioteers and
ornaments and steeds and standards and banners crushed , broken ,

and torn . Those huge cars , O king, looked like living creatures
deprived of their lives by the foe with his shafts . The field
of battle assumed a fierce and awful form in consequence of

large numbers of steeds and riders all lying dead , with costly
trappings and blankets of diverse kinds scattered about , and
the tongues and teeth and entrails and eyes of those creatures

dragged out of their places .? Men decked with costly coats
of mail and ornaments and robes and weapons, deprived of

lif
e , lay with slain steeds and elephants and broken cars , on

the bare ground , perfectly helpless , although deserving o
f

costly beds and blankets . Dogs and jackals and crows and
cranes and other carnivorous birds , and wolves and hyenas , and
ravens , and other blood -drinking creatures , and diverse tribes

o
f

Rākshasas , and large numbers o
f

Piçãchas , on the field o
f

battle , tearing the skins of the corpses and drinking their fat ,

blood ,and marrow , began to eat their flesh . ' And they began to
suck also the secretions o

f

rotten corpses , while the Rākshasas
laughed horribly and sang aloud ,dragging dead bodies numbering

b
y

thousands . 20 A
n

awful river , difficult to cross like the Vaita
rani itself , was caused there b

y

foremost o
f

warriors . It waters
were constituted b

y

the blood ( o
f

fallen creatures ) . Cars
constituted the rafts ( on which to cross it ) . Elephants formed it

rocks , an
d

the heads of human beings , its smaller stones . And

it was miry with the flesh ( of 'slain steeds and elephants and
men ) . And diverse kinds of costly weapons constituted the gar

lands ( floating o
n it or lying o
n it
s

banks ) . And that terrible
river flowed fiercely through the middle o

f

the field o
f

battle ,

wafting living creatures to the regions o
f

the dead . 11 - 13 And
large numbers o

f

Piçāchas , of horrible and revolting shapes ,

rejoiced , drinking and eating in that stream . And dogs and
jackals and carnivorous birds , al

l

eating o
f the same food , and

inspiring living creatures with terror , held their high carnival
there . And the warriors , gazing o
n that field o
f

battle which ,

enhancing the population o
f Yama ' s domains , presented such
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an awful sight, and where human torsos, rising up , began to
dance , slowly left it as they beheld the mighty car-war

rior Abhimanyu , who resembled Cakra himself , lying on the

field , hi
s

costly ornaments displaced and fallen o
ff , and look

ing like a sacrificial fire o
n the altar n
o longer drenched with

clarified butter . ' ”14s

SECTION LI .

“Sanjaya said , - 'After the slaughter of that hero , that leader

o
f

car -divisions , viz . , the son of Subhadrā , the Pāndava war
riors , leaving their cars and putting of

f

their armour , and throw

in
g

aside their bows , sa
t
, surrounding king Yudhishthira . And

they were thinking o
f

that grief of theirs , their hearts fixed upon
the (deceased ) Abhimanyu . Indeed , upon the fall of that
heroic nephew o

f

h
is , viz . , the mighty car -warrior Abhimanyu ,

king Yudhishthira , filled with grief , indulged in (these ) lamente
ations . S — Alas , Abhimanyu , from desire o

f achieving my good ,
pierced the array formed b

y

Drona and teeming with his sol
diers ! * Encountering him in battle , mighty bowmen endued
with great courage , accomplished in weapons and incapable o

f

being easily defeated in battle , were routed and forced to re

treat ! Encountering our implacable fo
e

Duscāsana in battle ,

h
e , with his arrows , caused that warrior to fly away from the

field , deprived o
f his senses ! 6 Alas , the heroic so
n

o
f Arjuna ,

having crossed the vast se
a

o
f

Drona ' s army , was ultimately
obliged to become a guest o

f Yama ' s abode , upon encounter

in
g

the so
n

o
f

Duscāsana ! ? When Abhimanyu is slain , how shall
cast my eyes on Arjuna as also o

n the blessed Subhadrā d
e

prived o
f

her favourite so
n
? What senseless , disjointed , and

improper words shall we have to say today unto Hrishikeça and
Dhananjaya ! Desirous o

f achieving what is good , and ex
pectant o

f victory , it is I who have done this great evil unto
Subhadra and Keçava and Arjuna ! He that is covetous
never beholdeth his faults . Covetousness springs from folly ,

Collectors of honey see not the fall that is before them . I am

even like them . " He who was only a child , he who should
have been indulged with (good ) food , with vehicles , with beds ,
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with ornaments , alas, even hewas placed by us in the van of
battle !18 How could good come to a child of tender years,
unskilled in battle , in such a situation of great danger ! Like
a horse of proud mettle , he sacrificed himself instead of refus
ing to do the bidding of his masters ,13 Alas , we also shall
today lay ourselves down on the bare earth, blasted by the
g'ances of grief cast by Arjuna filled with wrath !'* [Dhanan
jaya is ] liberal , intelligent , modest , forgiving , handsome,
mighty, possessed of well -developed and beautiful limbs , res
pectful to superiors , heroic , beloved , and devoted to truth.45
Of glorious achievements , the very gods applaud his feats,
That valiant hero slew the Nivātakavachas and the Kāla
keyas ," those enemies of Indra having their abode in Hiranya
pura ! Within the twinkling of an eye he slew the Paulomas

with a
ll

their kinsmen ! 17 Endued with great might , he grant
eth quarter to even implacable enemies asking fo

r

quarter !

Alas , we could not protect today the son o
f

even such a person

from danger ! 18 A great fear hath overtaken the Dhārtarāsh

tras endued though they might b
e

with great strength ! *

Enraged a
t

the slaughter o
f

his son , Pārtha will exterminate
the Kauravas . " It is evident also that the mean -minded
Duryodhana ,having mean counsellers , that destroyer of his own
race and partisans , beholding this extermination o

f

the Kau
rava army , will give u

p

his life in grief ! 20 Beholding this

so
n

o
f

Indra ' s son , of unrivalled energy and prowess , lying o
n

the field o
f

battle , neither victory , nor sovereignty , nor im
mortality , nor abode with the very celestials , causeth me the
least delight ? » _

SECTION LII .

- "Sanjaya said , 'While Kunti ' s son Yudhishthira was in

dulging in such lamentations , the great Rishi Krishna -Dwai
pāyana came to him . ' Worshipping him duly , and causing
him to be seated , Yudhishthira , afflicted with grief on account

o
f

the death o
f

his brother ' s so
n , addressed him , saying , ' -

* The correct reading is Mahavalan and not Mahavalat . - T .
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Alas, while battling with many mighty bowmen , the so
n

o
f

Subhadrā , surrounded b
y

several great car -warriors of un
righteous propensities , hath been slain o

n

the field ! That
slayer o

f

hostile heroes , viz . , the son o
f

Subhadrā , was &

child in years and o
f

childish understanding . * He fought in

battle against desperate odds . * I asked him to open a passage

fo
r

u
s

in battle . He penetrated within the hostile army , but

w
e

could not follow him , prevented b
y

the ruler o
f the Sin

dhus ! Alas , they that betake themselves to battle a
s
a pro

fession always fight with antagonists equally circumstanced

with themselves . This battle , however , that the enemy fought

with Abhimanyu , was an extremely unequal one ! It is that
which grieves me greatly and draws tears from me ! Thinking

o
f

this , I fail to regain peace of mind ! ' ? —

"Sanjaya continued , - — 'The illustrious Vyāsa , addressing Yu
dhishthira who was indulging in such lamentations and who was
thus unmanned b

y

a
n accession o
f

sorrow , said these words .

“ Vyāsa said , - 0 Yudhishthira , 0 thou o
f great wisdom ,

O thou that art master o
f all branches o
f knowledge , persons

like thee never suffer themselves to b
e stupified b
y

calamities ! "

This brave youth , having slain numerous foes , hath ascended

to heaven ! Indeed , that best o
f persons , (though a child ) ,

acted , however , like one of mature years ! 1° 0 Yudhishthira ,

this la
w

is incapable of being transgressed ! O Bhārata , death
takes all , viz . , gods and Dānavas and Gandharvas (without
exception ! "

• “ 'Yudhishthira said , - Alas , these lords of Earth , that lie

o
n the bare Earth , slain in the midst o
f

their forces , .reft of

consciousness , were possessed o
f great might 11
2

Others ( o
f

their class ) possessed strength equal to that o
f ten thousand

elephants . Others , again , were endued with the impetuosity
and might o

f

the very Wind ! They have a
ll perished in

battle , slain b
y

men o
f their own class ! 1 : I do not behold the

person (save one o
f

their own class ) who could slay any o
f

them in battle ! Endued with great prowess , they were poss

* The Bombay reading ,which I accept , is Palabudhiccha . O
f

course ,

the Bengal reading is Avalabudhiccha . - T .

2
0
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essed of great energy and great might !14 Alas, they who
used daily to come to battle with this hope firmly implanted

in their hearts , viz., that they would conquer , alas, even they ,
possessed of great wisdom , are lying on the field , struck (with
weapons) and deprived of life !15 The significance of the word
Death hath today been made intelligible , fo

r

these lords o
f

Earth , of terrible prowess , have almost all been dead ! 16 These

heroes are lying motionless , reft o
f

vanity , having succumbed

to foes . Many princes , filled with wrath , have been victimised

before the fire ( o
f

their enemies ' wrath ) . ? ? A great doubt

possesses me , viz . , whence is Death ? Whose (offspring ) is

Death ? What is Death ? Why does Death take away creatures ?

O grandsire , O thou that resemblest a god , tellme this ! 1 : _ '

“ Sanjaya continued , — 'Unto Kunti ' s son Yudhishthira ask

in
g

h
im thus , the illustrious Rishi , comforting him , said these

words : ' —

“ Vyāsa said , - As regards the matter in hand , O king ,

this ancient story o
f

what Nārada had in days o
f

o
ld said

unto Akam pana , is cited . " King Akampana , O monarch , I

know , while in this world was afflicted with very great and

unbearable grief o
n account o
f

the death o
f his son . " I will

now tell thee the excellent story about the origin o
f

Death .
Having listened to it , thou wilt b

e emancipated from sorrow

and the touch o
f affection ' s tie . “ Listen to me , O sire , as I

recite this ancient history ! This history is , indeed , excellent .

It enhanceth the period of life , killeth grief , and conduceth to

health 1
8 : It is sacred , destructive of large bodies of foes , and

auspicious o
f a
ll auspicious things . Indeed , this history is even

a
s

the study o
f

the Vedas . 94 O monarch , it should every
morning b

e

listened to b
y 'foremost of kings who are desirous

o
f long -lived children and sovereignty and their own good ! *

" ' In days of old , O sire , there was a king named Akam
pana . Once , on the field of battle , hewas surrounded b

y

h
is

foes and nearly overpowered b
y

them . He had a son who

was called Hari . Equal to Nārāyana himself in might , the
latter was exceedingly handsome , accomplished in weapons ,

gifted with great intelligence , possessed o
f might , and resem

bled Cakra himself in battle , ? Encompassed b
y

countless foes
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on the field of battle, he sped thousands of shafts at this
warriors and the elephants that surrounded him ." Having

achieved the most difficult feats in battle , O Yudhishthira ,

that scorcher of foes was at last slain in the midst of he
army.29 Performing the obsequies of h

is

son , king Akampana
cleansed himself . * Grieving , however , fo

r

his son day and

night , th
e

king failed to regain happiness o
f

mind . Sº Informed

o
f

his grief o
n account o
f

the death o
f

h
is

son , the celestial

Rishi Nārada came to his presence . The blessed king ,

beholding the celestial Rishi arrive , worshipped him duly .

And then the king spoke unto the Rishi , telling the latter
everything that had happened unto him , viz . , his defeat at the
hands o

f

his foes , and the slaughter o
f his son . 33 And the

king said , - [My son was endued with great energy ,and equalled
Indra o

r Vishnu himself in splendour . That mighty so
n

o
f

mine ,having displayed his prowess on the field against countless
foes , was at last slain ! 34 O illustrious one , who is this Death ?

What is the measure o
f his energy , strength , and prowess ?

O foremost o
f intelligent persons , I desire to hear a
ll this

truly ! ] " S _ Hearing these words o
f

his , the boon -giving lord
Nārada recited the following elaborate history destructive o

f

grief on account of a son ' s death .

" _ Nār v
d
a

said , - [Listen , O mighty -armed king , to this
long history , exactly as I have heard it , O monarch 1

3
7

In the

beginning , the Grandsire Brahman created all creatures . En
dued with mighty energy , he sa

w

that the creation bore n
o

signs o
f

decay . 88 Thereat , Oking , the Creator began to

think about the destruction o
f

the Universe . Reflecting o
n

thematter , O monarch , the Creator failed to find any means

o
f destruction . He then became angry , and in consequence

o
f

his anger a fire sprang from the sky . That fire spread in

a
ll

directions for consuming everything in the Universe . 40 Then
heaven , sky , and Earth , al

l

became filled with that fire . And

# During the days o
f mourning a person is regarded a
s

unclean ,

being unable to perform h
is ordinary worship and other religious rite .

After the obsequies are performed and the mourning is ended , he is

supposed to b
e

cleansed . - T .
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thus the Creator began to consume the whole mobile and im
mobile universe. Thereat a

ll

creatures , mobile and immobile ,

were destroyed . Indeed , the mighty Brahman , frightening
everything b

y

the force o
f

his wrath , did al
l

this . * ' Then Hara ,

otherwise called Sthānu o
r Civa , with matted locks o
n head ,

that Lord o
f a
ll

wanderers o
f

the night , appealed to the divine

Brahman , the Lord of all the gods . When Sthānu fell ( at

Erahman ' s feet ) from desire o
f doing good to a
ll

creatures ,

the Supreme Deity (Brahman ) , that greatest of ascetics , blaz

in
g

with splendour , said , “ _ What wish o
f

thine shall w
e

accomplish , O thou that deservest to have all thy wishes ful
filled ! O son , thou hast been born o

f

our wish ! We shall

d
o

a
ll

that may b
e agreeable to thee ! Tell u
s , O Sthānu ,

what is thy wish ! - ] ' " 46

SECTION LIII .

" _ [ Sthānu said , - 0 lord , thou hadst taken great care fo
r

creating diverse creatures ! Indeed , creatures o
f diverse kinds

were created and reared b
y

thee ! Those very creatures , again ,

are now being consumed through thy ir
e
! Seeing this , I amfill

e
d with compassion ! O illustrious lord , be inclined tograce ! - 1°

“ _ [Brahman said , - I had n
o desire o
f destroying the Uni . .

verse . I desired the good o
f

Earth , and it was fo
r

this that

wrath possessed me ! The goddess Earth , afflicted with the
heavy weight o

f

creatures , always urged me for destroying the
creatures o

n her . * Urged b
y

her I could not , however , find
any means for the destruction o

f

the infinite creation . At this
wrath possessed me ! )

i “ - [Rudra said , - Be inclined to grace ! O lord o
f

the Uni
verse , cherish not thy wrath fo

r

the destruction o
f creatures !

No more let creatures immobile and mobile b
e destroyed !

Through thy grace , O illustrious one , let the threefold Universe ,

viz . , the Future , the Past , and the Present , exist ! * Thou , o

Lord , hadst blazed u
p

with wrath ! From that wrath o
f

thine ,

a substance like fire sprang into existence . That fire is even

now blasting rocks and trees and rivers , and all kinds o
f

herbs

and grass ! Indeed , that fire is exterminating the immobile and
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the mobile Universe . The moble and the immoble Universe is
being reduced to ashes ! Be inclined to grace , O illustrious one !

Donot give way to wrath ! Even this is the boon I solicit !
All created things, O divine Being , belonging to thee, are being
destroyed ! Therefore, le

t

thy wrath b
e

appeased ! Let it be

annihilated in thy own self ! " Cast thy eye o
n thy creatures ,

inspired with the desire o
f doing them good ! Do that b
y

which

creatures endued with life may not cease to be ! Let not these
creatures , with their productive prowers weakened , be extermi

nated ! O Creator o
f

the worlds , thou hast appointedme their
Protector ! 18 O Lord o

f

the Universe , le
t

not the mobile and

th
e

immobile Universe b
e destroyed ! Thou a
rt inclined to

grace , and it is for this that I say these words unto thee ! - ] 14 :

" _ Nārada continued , – [Hearing these words ( of Mahās
deva ) , the divine Brahman , from desire of benefiting creatures ,

held in his own inner self his wrath that had been roused . ' s

Extinguishing the fire , the divine benefactor of the world , the
great Master , declared the duties o

f

Production and Emancipa

tion . And while the Supreme Deity exterminated that fire
born o

f his wrath , there came out from the doors o
f

his diverse

senses a female ? who was dark and red and twany , whose
tongue and face and eyes were red , and who was decked with

two brilliant ear -rings and diverse other brilliant ornaments . 18

Issuing out o
f

h
is body , she smilingly looked at those two lords

o
f

the Universe and then set out fo
r

the southern quarter . ' '

Then Brahman , that controller of the creation and the des
truction o

f

the worlds , called after her by the name o
f Death .

And Brahman , o king , said unto her , - Slay these creatures of

mine 2
0 Thou hast been born o
f

that wrath of mine which I

cherished fo
r

the destruction ( o
f

the Universe ) . Therefore ,

slay thou a
ll

creatures including idiots and seers , a at my com
mand ! B

y

doing this , thou wilt be benefited ! — That lotus
eyed lady called Death , thus addressed by him , reflected
deeply , and then helplessly wept aloud in melodious accents .

The Grandsire then caught th
e

tears she shed , with his two
hands , fo

r

the benefit o
f a
ll

creatures , and began to implore

her ( in the following words ) . ] — ' °28
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SECTION LIV .

" _ Nārada said , - [ The helpless lady , suppressing her
sorrow within her own self, addressed , with joined hands , th

e

Lord o
f the Creation , bending with humility like a creeper . "

And she said , - 0 foremost o
f speakers , created by thee , how

shall I , being a female , do such a cruel and evil act knowing

it to be cruel and evil ? ? I fear unrighteousness greatly .

O divine Lord , be inclined to grace ! Sons and friends and

brothers and sires and husbands are always dear . ( If I kill
them ) , they who will suffer these losses will seek to injure me .

It is this that I fear ! The tears that will fall from the
eyes o

f

woe -stricken and weeping persons , * inspire me with
fear , O Lord ! I seek thy protection ! O divine Being , O

foremost o
f gods , I will not g
o

to Yama ' s abode ! O boon
giving one , I implore thee fo

r

thy grace , bowing my head and
joining my palms ! O Grandsire o

f a
ll

the worlds , I solicit

(the accomplishment o
f even ) this wish a
t thy hands ! * 6 I

desire , with thy permission , to undergo ascetic penances , O
Lord o

f

created things ! Grant me this boon , O divine Being ,

O great Master ! ? Permitted b
y

thee , I will go to the excel
lent asylum o

f Dhenuka ! Engaged in adoring Thyself , I

will undergo ' the severest austerities there ? 8 I will not be

able , O Lord o
f

the gods , to take away the dear life -breaths

o
f living creatures weeping in sorrow ! Protect me from

unrighteousness ! - ]

“ — [ Brahman said , - 0 Death , thou hast been intended fo
r

achieving the destruction o
f

creatures ! Go , destroy a
ll

crea

tures , thou needst have n
o scruples ! 10 Even this must b
e
!

It cannot be otherwise ! Do but my behest ! Nobody in the

world will find any fault in thee ! - ] "

' “ ' _ Nārada continued , - - [ Thus addressed , that lady became
very much affrighted . Looking at Brahman ' s face , she stood
with joined hands . From desire o

f doing good to creatures ,

The* The first line of 6 is read differently in the Bombay edition .

Bengal reading , however , seems to me to be preferable . - T .
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sh
e

d
id not se
t

h
e
r

heart upon their destruction . * 12 The
divine Brahman also , that Lord o

f

the lord o
f

a
ll

creatures ,

remained silent . And soon the Grandsire became gratified in

h
is

own self . ' And casting h
is eyes upon a
ll

the Creation , he

smiled . And thereupon creatures continued to live a
s before ,

2 . e . , unaffected b
y

premature death . 14 And upon that invin
cible and illustrious Lord having shaken o

ff his wrath , that

damsel left the presence o
f

that wise Deity . " Leaving Brah
man without having agreed to destroy creatures , the damsel
called Death speedily proceeded to the retreat called Dhenuka . "

Arrived there , she practised excellent and highly austere vows .

And she stood there o
n one le
g

fo
r

sixteen times ten billions

o
f years , 17 and five times ten billions also , through pity fo
r

living creatures and from desire o
f doing them good , and all

the time restraining her senses from their favourite objects . 18

And once again , O king , she stood there o
n

one leg fo
r

one and

twenty times ten billions o
f

years . " And then she wandered

fo
r

ten times ten thousand billions of years with the creatures

( of the Earth ) . Next , repairing to the sacred Nanda that was

full o
f

cool and pure water , she passed in those waters eight
thousand years . Observing rigid vows at Nandā , she cleansed
herself o

f

a
ll

her sins . " Then she proceeded , first of all , to

the sacred Kauçiki , observant of vows . . Living upon air and
water only , she practised austerities there . " Repairing then

to Panchagangā and next to Vetasa , that cleansed damsel , b
y

diverse kinds of especial austerities , emaciated her own body . as

Going next to Gangā and thence to the great Meru , she remained
motionless like a stone , suspending her life -breaths . a4 Thence
going to the top o

f Himavat , where the gods had performed
their sacrifice ( in days o

f yore ) , that amiable and auspicious
girl remained for a billion o

f years , standing o
n the toe only

o
f her feet . as Wending then to Pushkara , and Gokarna , and

Naimisha , and Malaya , she emaciated her body b
y

practising

Both th
e

Bengal a
n
d

the Bombay editions , in the first line of 12 ,

read pritd , i , e . , gratified . There ca
n

b
e n
o

doubt , however , that the
correct reading is bhitä , e . , e . , affrighted , as I have p

u
t
it . I find that

Some o
f

th
e

Bengali translators have also made this correction . - T .
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austerities agreeable to her heart. Without acknowledging

any other god , with steady devotion to the Grandsire , she lived
and gratified the Grandsire in every way ." Then th

e

un
changeable Creator o

f

the worlds , gratified , said unto her , with

a softened and delighted heart , * 8 _ 0 Death , why dost thou
undergo ascetic austerities so severe ? — Thus addressed , Death
said unto the divine Grandsire , " _ Creatures , O Lord , are live
ing in health . They d

o
not injure one another even b

y

words ,

I shall not be able to slay them ! O Lord o
f

a
ll , O Master , I

desire even this boon a
t thy hands ! 80 I fear sin , and it is fo
r

this that I am engaged in ascetic austerities ! O blessed one ,

undertake to remove fo
r

ever my fears ! 81 I am a woman , in

distress , and without fault ! I be
g

thee , be thou my protec
tor ! - Unto her the divine Brahman acquainted with the
past , the present , and the future , said , 12 Thou shalt commit

n
o

si
n , O Death , b
y

slaying these creatures ! My words can
never b

e

futile , O amiable one ! Therefore , O auspicious
damsel , slay these creatures of four kinds ! Eternal virtue
shall always b

e

thine 18
4

That Regent o
f

the world , viz . , Yama ,

and the diverse Diseases , shall become th
y

help -mates ! I
myself and a

ll

the gods will grant thee boons , 35 so that , freed
from si

n

and perfectly cleansed , thou mayest even acquire
glory ! — Thus addressed , O monarch , that lady , joining her
hands , once more said these words , seeking his grace b

y

bowing

down unto him with her head , - If , O Lord , this is not to b
e

without me , 36 – 37 then thy command I place upon my head ! Lis
ten , however , to what I say ! Let covetousness , wrath , malice ,

jealousy , quarrel , folly , and shamelessness , and other stern
passions tear the bodies o

f a
ll

embodied creatures ! — ] 8 .

“ - [Brahman said , - It will be , O Death , as thou sayest !

Meanwhile , slay creatures duly ! Sin shall not b
e

thine , nor
shall I seek to injure thee , O auspicious one 1

8
9

Those tear
drops o

f thine that are in my hands , even they will become
diseases springing from living creatures themselves . They

will kill men ; and if men are killed , sin shall not be thine !

Therefore , do not fear ! 40 Indeed , sin shall not be thine !

Thou shalt b
e the virtue o
f living creatures , and the goddess

o
f that virtue ! Devoted to righteousness , and observant
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of th
y

duty , thou shalt sway ( al
l

creatures ) ! Therefore ,

slay thou always the lives o
f these living creatures ! Casting

o
ff

both desire and wrath , take thou the life of al
l

living

creatures . Even thus will eternal virtue b
e thine ! Sin will

slay those that are o
f wicked behaviour 1
4
1
- 48 B
y

doing my
bidding cleanse thyself . It will be thine to sink them in their

sins that are wicked . Therefore , cast of
f

both desire and wrath ,

and kill these creatures endued with life ! - ] " 8

" — Nārada continued , — [ Then that damsel , seeing that she
was (persistently ) called b

y

the name o
f

Death , feared ( to act
otherwise ) . And in terror also o

f

Brahman ' s curse , she said ,

Yes ! - Unable to d
o otherwise , she began , casting o
ff

desire and

wrath , to take the lives o
f living creatures when the time

came (for their dissolution ) . It is only living creatures that
die . Diseases spring from living creatures themselves . Disease

is the abnormal condition o
f

creatures . They are pained byit ,

Therefore , indulge not in fruitless grief fo
r

creatures after they

are dead ! * 5 The senses , upon the death of creatures , go with the
latter ( to the other world ) , and achieving their (respective ) func
tions , once more come back (with creatures when the latter are

reborn ) . Thus al
l

creatures , O lion among beings , the very gods

included , going thither , have to act , likemortals ! * 46 The wind ,

that is awful , of terrible roars and great strength , omnipresent
and endued with infinite energy , it is the wind that will rive
the bodies o

f living creatures . It will , in this mather , put forth

n
o active energy , nor will it suspend its functions ; (but do this

naturally ) . “ ? Even all the gods have the appellation o
f

mortals a
t

tached to them . Therefore , O lion among kings , do not grieve fo
r

thy son ! Repairing to heaven , the son of thy body is passing

his days in perpetual happiness , having obtained those delight
ful regions that are for heroes . 48 Casting o

ff a
ll

sorrow , he

hath attained to the companionship o
f

the righteous . Death
hath been ordained b

y

the Creator himself fo
r

all creatures !

When their hour comes , creatures are destroyed duly . The
death o

f

creatures arises from the creatures themselves . 49 Crea
tures kill themselves . Death doth not kill any one , armed

Vrittâs , as explain* Devas , in the first line of 46 ,means the senses .

e
d b
y

Nilakantha , means Vritavantas . - T .

21
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with her bludgeon ! Therefore , they that are wise , truly know
ing death to be inevitable because ordained by Brahman him

self , never grieve fo
r

creatures that are dead . Knowing this
death to b

e ordained b
y

the Supreme God , cast o
ff , without

delay , thy grief fo
r

dead sons ! ] — ' ” 50

“ Vyāsa continued , — Hearing these words o
f grave import

spoken b
y
"Nārada , king Akampana , addressing his friend ,

said , 54
4
[ O illustrious one , O foremost o
f

Rishis ,my grief is

gone , and I am contented ! Hearing this history from thee ,

I am grateful to thee , and I worship thee ! ] 52 — That foremost

o
f superior Rishis , that celestial ascetic o
f immeasurable soul ,

thus addressed b
y

the king , proceeded to the woods o
f

Nan
dana . 58 The frequent recital of this history fo

r

the hearing

o
f

others , as also the frequent hearing o
f

this history , is re

garded a
s cleansing , leading to fame and heaven , and worthy o
f

approbation . It enhanceth , besides , the period o
f life . 54 Hav

ing listened to this instructive story , cast o
ff thy grief , O

Yudhishthira , reflecting besides on the duties of a Kshatriya and
the high state ( o

f

blessedness ) attainable b
y

heroes . 55 Abhi
manyu , that mighty car -warrior , endued with mighty energy ,

having slain (numerous ) foes before the gaze o
f all bowmen ,

hath attained to heaven . 56 That great bowman , that mighty

car -warrior , struggling o
n the field , hath fallen in battle , struck

with sword , and mace , and dart , and bow . 57 Sprung from

Soma , he hath disappeared in the lunar essence , cleansed o
f

all his impurities . Therefore , O son o
f

Pāndu , mustering a
ll

thy fortitude , thyself with thy brothers , without allowing your

senses to be stupified , speedily se
t

out , inflamed with rage ,

fo
r

battle ! - ' ” 58 *

* Verses 5
5

to 5
8 , as occurring in both the Bengal and the Bombay

texts , require correction . 55 is incomplete . For the words tadā Rūjų ,

therefore , I read Colcam tyaja a
s suggested b
y
K . P . Singha . Then

the Visarga after Yudhishthira must b
e dropped to make it a vocative .

Similarly , Púndavas in 58 should b
e

Pandava , a vocative and not a

nominative ; upākrāmat should b
e upakrama . The last two corrections

are made in the Bombay text . The fact is , ar
e

5
5

to 5
8 the words o
f

Vyã sa , or of Sanjaya ? Evidently , it is Vyása that speaks , and hence
teh necessity o
f

the corrections noted . - T .
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SECTION LV .

Sanjaya said , — Hearing of the origin of Death and her
strange acts , king Yudhishthira , humbly addressing Vyāsa ,
once more said these words unto him .'
“ Yudhishthira said , Many kings there were, in blessed

countries , of righteous deeds and of prowess equal to that of
Indra himself . They were royal sages, O regenerate one, that
were sinless and truth -speaking ? Once more , address me in
words of grave import , and console me with accounts of ) the
feats of those royal sages of ancient times ! What was the
measure of the sacrificial gifts made by them ? Who were

those high -souled royal sages of righteous deeds that made
them ? Tell meall this, O illustrious one ! - 3-4
« Vyāsa said , - There was a king of the name of Cwitya .
He had a son who was called Srinjaya . The Rishis Nārada
and Parvata were his friends. One day , the two ascetics ,

fo
r

paying Srinjaya a visit , came to h
is palace . Duly wor

shipped b
y

Srinjaya , they became pleased with h
im , and conti

nued to live with h
im happily . Once o
n
a time , as Srin

jaya was seated a
t his ease with the two ascetics , h
is beautiful

daughter of sweet smiles came to him . ? Saluted with reverence

b
y

h
is daughter , Srinjaya delighted that girl standing b
y

his
side with proper benedictions o

f

the kind she desired . Be
holding that maiden , Parvata smilingly asked Srinjaya , saying ,

- [Whose daughter is this damsel of restless glances and possess

e
d o
f

every auspicious omen ? ' Is she the splendour o
f Surya ,

o
r the flame of Agni ? O
r , is she any of these , viz . , Cri , Hri ,

Kirti , Dhriti , Pushti , Siddhi , and the splendour of Soma ? 10 ]

Unto the celestial Rishi (Parvata ) saying those words , king
Srinjaya answered , saying , - [ O illustrious one , this girl is my
daughter . She beggeth my blessings ! ] " / _ Then Nārada ad
dressed king Srinjaya and said , - [ If , O monarch , thou wishest

fo
r

great good ( to thyself ) , then give this daughter of thine
unto me fo

r
a wife ! ] ' ? — Delighted (with the Rishi ' s proposal ) ,

Srinjaya addressed Vārada , saying - - - [ I give her unto thcc ]
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At this, the other Rishi, viz., Parvata , indignantly addressed
Nārada , saying ,184 [Chosen before this by me, within my

heart , thou hast taken this damsel as thy wife ! And since
thou hast done this, thou , O Brāhmana , shalt not go to
heaven at thy will ! ]'4 _ Thus addressed by h

im , Nārada
answered him , saying , ~ [ (The husband ' s ) heart and speech

(directed thereto ) , (the giver ' s ) consent , the speeches ( of both ) ,

the actual gift made b
y

sprinkling water , and the (recital

o
f

the ) mantras ordained for the seizure o
f

the bride ' s hand ) ,

— these have been declared to b
e indications b
y

which one is

constituted a husband . Even this ceremonial , though essential ,

is not all . That which (above a
ll
) is essentail is the walk

fo
r

seven paces ( b
y

the bride in circumambulating the bride

groom ) . * 18 Without thy purpose (about marriage ) having been
accomplished , thou hast cursed me ! Therefore , thou also

shalt not g
o

to heaven without me ! ] ' ? - Having cursed each
other thus , those two Rishis continued to live there . Mean
while , king Srinjaya , desirous of (obtaining ) a son , began , with
cleansed soul , to carefully entertain the Brāhmanas , to the
utmost o

f his power , with food and drink and robes . After

a certain time , those foremost o
f Brāhmanas , devoted to the

study o
f the Vedas and fully conversant with those scriptures

and their branches , became gratified with that monarch de
sirous o

f getting a son . Together they came to Nārada and

said unto him . - [Give this king a so
n

o
f the kind h
e desires ! J1
8
- 80

- Thus addressed b
y

the Brāhmanas , Nārada replied unto
them , saying , — [ So be it ! ) – And then the celestial Rishi ad
dressed Srinjaya , saying , - [ O royal sage , the Brāhmanas have
been pleased with thee and they wish thee a son ! 21 Solicit

thou the boon , blessed b
e thou , about the kind o
f

son thou de

sirest ! ] _ Thus addressed by him , the king , with joined hands ,

asked for a son possessed o
f every accomplishment , ” ? famous ,

o
f glorious fcats , of great energy , and capable of chastising

all foes . And he further asked that the urine , the excreta ,

the phlegm , and the sweat of that child should b
e gold . a3

And in due time the king had a son born unto him , who came

* I follow Nilakantha in rendering these two verses . — T .
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to be named Suvarnashthivin * on Earth . And in consequence

of the boon, that child began to increase ( his father ' s ) wealth
beyond all limits . " And king Srinjaya caused all desirable
things o

f

his to b
e

made o
f

gold . And his houses and walls
and forts , and the houses o

f all Brāhmanas (within his d
o

minions ) , as and h
is

beds , vehicles , and plates , and al
l

manner of

pots and cups , and the palace that he owned , and all implements

and utensils , domestic and otherwise , weremade of gold . And

in time his stock increased . Then certain robbers , hearing of the
prince and seeing him to be such , " ? assembled together and sought

to injure the king . And some amongst them said , - [We will
seize the king ' s son himself ! 98 He is his father ' s mine of gold .

robbers , inspired with avarice , penetrating into the king ' s

palace , ' forcibly took away prince Suvarnashthivin . Having
seized and taken h

im

to the woods , those senseless idiots ,

inspired with avarice but ignorant o
f

what to d
o with him ,

slew him there and cut his body into fragments . They saw
not , however , any gold in him . After the prince was slain ,

a
ll

the gold obtained in consequence o
f

the Rishi ' s boon ,
disappeared . 80 - 81 The ignorant and senseless robbers struck one
another . And striking one another thus , they perished , and
with them that wonderful prince o

n the Earth . And those
men o

f

wicked deeds sank in an unimaginable and awful hell .

Seeing that son o
f

his , obtained through the Rishi ' s boon , thus
slain ,that great ascetic , 38 viz . , king Srinjaya , afflicted with deep
sorrow , began to lament in piteous accents . Beholding the king
afflicted with grief o

n account o
f

his so
n , and thus weeping , 34

the celestial Rishi Nārada showed himself in his presence .

Listen , O Yudhishthira , to what Nārada said unto Srinjaya , .

having approached that king , who afflicted with grief and
deprived o

f

his senses , was indulging in piteous lamentations ,

Nārada said , — [ 0 Srinjaya , with thy desires unfulfilled , thou
shalt have to die , 85 – 36 although we , utterers of Brahma , live in

thy house ! Avikshit ' s son Marutta even , 0 Srinjaya , we hear ,

had to die ! 57 Piqued with Vrihaspati , he had caused Samvarta

* Of golden excreta . - T .
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himself to officiate at one of his great sacrifices !* Unto that
royal sage the illustrious lord (Mahāde va ) himself had given

wealth in the shape of a golden plateau of Himavat . (With

that wealth ) king Marutta had performed diverse sacrifices .

Unto h
im , after the completion o
f

his sacrifices , diverse tribes

o
f

celestials , those creators of the universe , with Indra him
self in their company and with Vrihaspati at their head , used

to come . All the carpets and furniture of his sacrificial com
pound were o

f gold . 38 - 40 The regenerate classes , desirous o
f

food , all ate as they pleased , at his sacrifices , food that was

clean and agreeable to their wishes . And at all his sacrifices ,

milk and curds and clarified butter , and honey , and other kinds

o
f

food and edibles , al
l
o
f

the best order , and robes and orna
ments desirable for their costliness , gratified Brāhmanas
thoroughly conversant with the Vedas . The very gods used to

become distributors o
f

food in king Marutta ' s palace . 41 - 18 The
Viçwedevas were the courtiers o

f that royal sage , the son of

Avikshit . By him were gratified the dwellers o
f heaven with

libations o
f clarified butter . And gratified (therewith ) , these , in

their turn , increased that powerful ruler ' s wealth o
f crops with

copious showers o
f

rain . He always contributed to the gratifica

tion o
f the Rishis , the Pitris , and the gods , and thereby made

them happy , b
y

practising Brahmacharya , study of the Vedas ,

obs ?quial rites , and al
l

kinds of gifts . And his beds and carpets
and vehicles , and his vast stores of gold difficult to b

e given

away , 44 - 46 in fact , all that untold wealth of his ,were given away
voluntarily unto the Brāhmanas . Cakra himself used to wish

him well . His subjects were made happy ( b
y

him ) . * ? Acting
always with piety , he (ultimately ) repaired to those eternal
regions o

f

bliss acquired b
y

his religious merit . With his

children and counsellors and wives and descendants and kins

* The Bengal reading is Samvartan . The Bombay textmakes S
a
n

varta a ;nominative . I have adopted the Bengal reading . If the Bombay
reading b

e accepted , the meaning would b
e

that Samvarta himself ,

piqned with Vrihaspati , caused Marutta to perform a sacrifice . K . P .

Sin zha makes a ludicrous blunder in supposing Sumvarta to have been

a kind o
f

sacritice . - T .
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men ,48 king Marutta , in his youth , ruled his kingdom for a
thousand years . When such a king , O Srinjaya , died , who
was superior to thee in respect of the four cardinal virtues (viz .,

ascetic penancos, truth , compassion , and liberality ), and who ,
superior to thee, was much more superior to thy son , do not
grieve, - 0 Çwaitya , - for thy son saying he performed no
sacrifice and made no sacrificial present.]— "48

SECTION LVI.

" ' _ Nārada said , — [ King Suhotra also, o Srinjaya , we
hear, fell a prey to death . He was the foremost of heroes ,
and invincible in battle . The very gods used to come fo

r

seeing

him . Acquiring his kingdom virtuously , he sought the
advice o

f his Ritwijas and domestic priests and Brāhmanas

fo
r

his own good , and enquiring o
f them , used to obey their

behests . Well acquainted with the duty o
f protecting his

subjects , possessed o
f

virtue and liberality , performing sacrifices
and subjugating foes , king Suhotra wished fo

r

the increase o
f

his wealth . He adored the gods by following the ordinances

o
f the scriptures , and defeated his foes b
y

means o
f

h
is

arrows .

He gratified a
ll

creatures b
y

means o
f his own excellent

accomplishments . * . He ruled the Earth , freeing her from

Decchas and the forest theives . * The deity o
f

the clouds

showered gold unto him from year ' s end to year ' s end . In

those olden days , therefore , the rivers ( in his kingdom ) ran

( liquid ) gold , and were open to everybody fo
r

use . f The deity

o
f

the clouds showered in his kingdom large numbers o
f

alligators and crabs and fishes o
f

diverse species and various
objects o

f

desire , countless in number , that were a
ll

made o
f

* The word in the original is Atāvika , literally meaning one dwell
ing in the woods . It is very generally used in the sense o

f

thieves o
r

robbers , thus showing that these depredators from the earliest times ,

had the woods and the forests for their home . — T .

+ Vähinyas rivers . Swairinyas , open to everyboby . The Bengal
reading is abhavan ; the Bombay reading , Vyavahun . If the former
reading b

e

adopted , it would mean the rivers were of liquid gold . ” — T ,
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gold . The artificial lakes in that king 's dominions each
measured full two miles. Beholding thousands of dwarfs and
and humpbacks and alligators and Makaras and tortoises a

ll

made o
f gold , king Suh otra wondered much . 6 - 3 That unlimited

wealth o
f

gold , the royal sage Suhotra , performing a sacrifice

a
t Kurujāngala , gave away unto the Brāhmanas , before the

completion o
f the sacrifice . Having performed a thousand Horse

sacrifices , a hundred Rājasuyas , many sacred Kshatriya -sacri
fices , * in al

l

o
f

which h
e

made abundant presents to the Brāh

manas , ' and having performed daily rites , almost countless

in number , undergone from specified desires , the king ultimately
obtained a very desirable end . When , O Srinjaya , such a king

died , who was superior to thee a
s regards the four cardinal

virtues and who , superior to thee , was , therefore , much more
superior to thy son , thou shouldst not grieve , O Çwaitya ,

fo
r

thy so
n

saying h
e

performed n
o sacrifice and made n
o

sacrificial present . ] — ' " 11 - 18

SECTION LVII . .

" - Nārada said , - [The heroic king Paurava also , o Srin
jaya , we hear , fell a prey to death . That king gave away &

thousand "times thousand horses that were a
ll

white in hue . '

A
t

the Horse -sacrifice performed b
y

that royal sage , countless
numbers o

f

learned Brāhmanas versed in the principles o
f

Çiksha and Akshara came from diverse realms . ta These Brāh
manas , washed bythe Vedas , b

y

knowledge , and b
y

vows , an
d

liberal and o
f

agreeable countenances , having obtained from
the king costly gifts such a

s robes and houses and excellent

beds and carpets and vehicles and draft -cattle , were always
delighted b

y

actors and dancers and singers , thoroughly com
petent and well -versed ( in their respective arts ) , engaged in

sport and ever striving for their diversion . A
t

each o
f

his

* I . e . , Sacrifices ordained fo
r Kshatriyas . — T .

+ Ciksha , one of the si
x

branches o
f

the Vedas ; it may b
e

called

th
e

orthoepy o
f the Vedas . Akshara , letters or the alphabet . The sense

seems to b
e

that these Brāhmanas were good readers o
f

the Vedas . - T .
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ners .

sacrifices in due time he gave away as sacrificial presents ten

thousand elephants of golden splendour , with the temporal juice
trickling down their bodies, and cars made of gold with

standards and banners . He also gave away , as sacrificial pre

sents , a thousand times thousand maidens decked with orna
ments of gold , and cars and steeds and elephants fo

r

mounting ,

and houses and fields , and centuries o
f kine , b
y

hundreds of

thousands , and thousands o
f

cowherds decked with gold .

They that are acquainted with the history o
f

the past sing this

song 2 - 3 viz . , that in that sacrifice king Paurava gave away
kine , with calves , having golden horns and silver hoofs and

brass milkpots , and female slaves and male slaves and asses
and camels , and sheep , countless in number ; ' and diverse kinds

o
f gemsand diverse hills of food . " º — That sacrificing king of the

Angas successively performed , in the order o
f their merit , and

according to what was competent fo
r

his own class , many aus
picious sacrifices capable o

f yielding every object o
f desire . "

When such a king , O Srinjaya , died who was superior to thee

a
s regards the four cardinal virtues and who , superior to thee ,

was , therefore ,much more superior to thy son , thou shouldst not ,

saying , - Oh Çwaitya , Oh Çwuitya , — grieve fo
r thy so
n

who

performed n
o

sacrifice and made n
o sacrificial present . ] — " 12

SECTION LVIII .

“ _ Nārada said , - [Uçinara ' s so
n

Civi also , o Srinjaya ,

we hear , fell a prey to death . That king had , as it were , put

a leathern girdle around the Earth , ' by making the Earth with
her mountains and islands and seas and forests resound with

the clatter o
f

h
is

car . That vanquisher of foes , vi
z
. , king Civi ,

always slew the foremost of foes . He performed many sacrifices
with presents in profusion unto the Brāhmanas . That monarch

o
f

great prowess and great intelligence had acquired enormous
wealth . In battle h

e

won the applause o
f a
ll Kshatriyas . *

* The word in the original is Murddhabhishikta , which literally
means one whose coronal locks have undergone the ceremony o

f

the sac .

red investiture . Hence , it is used to denote Kshatriyas or persons o
f

the royal order . - T .
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Having brought the whole earth under subjection , he per

formed many Horse -sacrifices , without obstruction , which were
productive of great merit, giving away (as ascrificial pre

sents ) thousand crores of golden nishlas, and many elephants
and steeds and other kinds of animals , much grain , and
many deer and kine and sheep . And king Civi gave away th

e

sacred Earth consisting o
f

diverse kinds o
f

soil unto the Brāh

manas . Indeed , Uçinara ' s so
n

Civi gave away as many kine as

the number o
f

rain -drops showered o
n the Earth , or the number

o
f

stars in the firmament , or the number o
f sand -grains o
n the

bed o
f Gangā , or the number of rocks that constitute themoun

tain called Meru , or the number of gems or of (aquatic ) animals

in the ocean . The Creator himself hath not met with and will
not meet with in the past , the present , or the future , another
king capable o

f bearing the burdens that king Civi bore . Many
were the sacrifices , with every kind of rites , that king Civi per
formed . In those sacrifices , the stakes , the carpets , the houses ,

the walls , and the arches , were al
l

made o
f

gold . Food and drink ,

agreeable to the taste and perfectly clean , were kept in profu

sion . And the Brāhmanas that repaired to them could b
e

counted in myriads and myriads . Abounding with viands o
f

every description , nothing but agreeable words (such as give away

and take ) were heard there . Milk and curds were collected in

large lakes . In hi
s

sacrificial compound , there were rivers of

drink and white hills o
f

food . " _ Bathe , and drink , and eat as

y
e like , - these only were the words heard there . Gratified with

his righteous deeds , Rudra gave Civi a boon ,saying , ' — As thou
givest away , le

t

thy wealth , thy devotion , thy fame , thy reli
gious acts , the love that all creatures bear thee , and the heaven

(thou wilt attain ) , be al
l

inexhaustible ! 13 _ Having obtained a
ll

these desirable boons , even Civi , when the time came , left this
world for heaven . When , O Srinjaya , he died who was su

perior to thee in respect of the four cardinal virtues and who ,

superior to thee , was much more superior to thy son , thou
shouldst not , saying , - Oh Çwaitya , Oh Çwaitya , - grieve

fo
r

thy son who performed n
o

sacrifice and made n
o sacrificial

present . ] — ' " 14 - 15
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SECTION LIX .

" _ Narada said ,— [Rāma the son of Daçaratha , 0 Srinjaya ,
we hear, fell a prey to death . His subjects were as much de

lighted with him as a sire is delighted with the children of his

lions.' Endued with immeasurable energy, countless virtues
were in h

im . O
f

unfading glory , Rāma , the elder brother o
f

Lakshmana , at the command o
f h
is

father , lived fo
r

fourteen

years in the woods ,with his wife . That bull among men slew

in Janasthāna fourteen thousand Rākshasas fo
r

the protection

o
f

the ascetics . While dwelling there , the Rākshasa called
Rāvana , beguiling both him and his companion (Lakshmana ) ,

ravished his wife the princess of Videha . Like the Three -eyed

(Mahādeva ) , in days o
f

o
ld , slaying (the Asura ) Andhaka ;

Rāma in wrath slew in battle that offender o
f Pulastya ’ s race

who had never before been vanquished b
y

any fo
e . Indeed , the

mighty -armed Rāma slew in battle that descendant of Pulas
tya ' s race with al

l

his kinsmen and followers , that Rakshasa
who was incapable o

f being slain b
y

the gods and the Asuras
together , that wretch who was a thorn unto the gods and the

th
e

Brāhmanas . In consequence o
f his affectionate treatment

o
f

h
is subjects , the celestials worshipped Rāma . 3 - 7 Filling the

entire Earth with h
is achievements , he was much applauded b
y

even the celestial Rishis . Compassionate unto a
ll

creatures ,

that king , having acquired diverse realmg8 and protected his
subjects virtuously , performed a great sacrifice without obstruc
tion . And the lord Rāma also performed a hundred Horse

sacrifices and the great sacrifice called Jāruthya . ' And with
ljbations o

f

clarified butter h
e contributed to Indra ' s delight . *

And the king performed diverse other sacrifices o
f great and

varied merits . And b
y

these acts o
f his , Rāma conquered

hunger and thirst , and al
l

the diseases to which living creatures

are subject . Possessed o
f

every accomplishment , he always
blazed with his own energy . Indeed , Rāma the son o

f

Daça

* Havisha mudamāvahat ; or havishām udam avahut , which would

mean , he poured libations unto Indra as copious as water . - T .
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ratha greatly outshone all creatures . When Rāma ruled h
is

kingdom , the Rishis , the gods , and men , al
l

lived together on

the Earth . The lives of living creatures were never cu
t

short .

It was never otherwise . The life -breaths also , called Prāna ,

Apāna , Samāna , and the others , when Rāma ruled h
is

kingdom , al
l

performed their functions . All luminous bodies

shone brighter , and calamities never occurred . 12 – 14 All hi
s

sub

jects wore long - lived . None died in youth . The dwellers of

heaven , highly gratified , used to g
e
t
, according to (the ordin

ances o
f ) the four Vedas , ' libations o
f

clarified butter and

other offerings o
f

food made b
y

men . His realms were free
from flies and gnats ; and beasts of prey and poisonous reptiles
there were none . 16 And none were of unrighteous tendencies ,

none were covetous , and none were ignorant . " ? The sub
jects , of al

l

the (four ) orders , were engaged in righteous a
n
d

desirable acts . When the Rākshasas , about this time , obstruct

e
d the offerings to the Pitris and the worship o
f the gods in

Janasthāna , ' the lord Rāma , slaying them , caused those offer
ings and that worship to b

e

once more given to the Pitris and
the gods . Men were each blessed with a thousand children ,
and the period o

f their lives was a thousand years , ' ' Seniors
had never to perform Crāddhas of their juniors . * Youthful in

shape , of a dark -blue hue , of red eyes , possessed o
f the tread o
f

a
n infuriate elephant , 20 with arms reaching down to the knees

and beautiful and massive , of leonine shoulders , of great
strength , and beloved b

y

all creatures , Rāma ruled his kingdom

fo
r

eleven thousand years . His subjects always took his name , 22 - 23

While Rāma ruled his kingdom , the world became extremely

beautiful . Taking a
t

last his four kinds o
f subjectst with him ,

Rāma went to heaven , 28 having established his own line con
sisting o

f eight houses o
n the Earth . When even h
e

died , O

Srinjaya ,who was superior to thee in respect of the four cardinal

* Because juniors never pre -deceased their seniors . The causative
form o

f akàrayan is a license . - T .

+ The four kinds o
f

creatures that owned Rama ' s sway were ( 1 ) those
that were oviparous , ( 2 ) those that were viviparous , ( 3 ) those born o
f

filth , and ( 4 ) that vegetables . - T .
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virtuese and who , superior to thee, wasmuch more superior to
thy son , thou shouldst not , saying , – 0h Çwaitya , Oh Çwaitya ,
- grieve fo

r
thy son who performed n

o sacrifice and made

n
o

sacrificial present . ] — " 25

SECTION LX .

" - Nārada said , — [Even king Bhagiratha , 0 Srinjaya , we
hear , was dead . He caused the shores of Gangā , called after
his name Bhagirathi , to be covered with flights of steps made

o
f

gold . * 1 Surpassing a
ll kings and a
ll princes h
e , gave unto

the Brāhmanas a thousand times thousand damsels decked with

ornaments o
f gold . All those damsels were upon cars . And

unto every car were yoked four steeds . And behind each ca
r

were hundred elephants a
ll

decked in gold . And behind each
elephant were a hundred steeds . And unto each steed were a

hundred kine . And behind each cow were (many ) goats and
sheep . * King Bhagiratha gave enormous presents at his sacri
fices . For that reason large was the concourse o

f men assem

bled there . Afflicted therewith , Gangā was much pained .

Protect me ! — she said and sat down o
n his lap . And because

Gangā thus sa
t

upon his lap in days o
f

old , therefore , she , like
the celestial danceuse Urvaçi came to b

e regarded a
s

his
daughter and was named after his name . And having become
the king ' s daughter , she became h

is

so
n

( b
y becoming , like a

son , the means of salvation unto h
is

deceased ancestors ) . +

Sweet -speeched Gandharvas o
f celestial splendour , gratified ,

* These were ghats fo
r

facilitating access to the sacred stream . — T .

+ Both 5 and 6 ar
e

difficult slokas . But fo
r

Nilakantha I could never
have understood their sense . The reading Jalaughena , occurring in both
the Bengal and the Bombay editions , is amistake for Janaughena . The
construction o

f

5 is this : Dakshind Bhuyasirddadat : tena (hetuná
Janaughena åkräntá . The story of the salvation of Bhagiratha ' s ancestors

is a beautifulmyth . King Sagara (wbence Sūgara or the Ocean ) had
sixty thousand sons . They were al

l

reduced to ashes b
y

the curse o
f

the
sage Kapila , an incarnation o

f

Vishnu himself . Bhagiratha , a remote
descendant , caused the sacred Gangā to roll over the spot where the ashes

o
f

his ancestors lay , and thus procured their salvation . - - - T .



174 [ABHIMANTUSMAHABHARATA ,

sang all this in the hearing of the Rishis , the gods , and human
beings.7* Thus , 0 Srinjaya , d

id that goddess , viz . , the ocean
going Gangā , select the lord Bhagiratha , that descendant o

f

Ikshāku , that performer o
f

sacrifices with profuse gifts ( to the

Brāhmanas ) , as her father . His sacrifices were always decked
with (the presence o

f
) the very gods with Indra a
t

their head .

And the gods used to take their respective shares , and removing

a
ll impediments , to facilitate those sacrifices in every way . '

Possessed o
f great ascetic merit , Bhagiratha gave unto the

Brāhmanas whatever benefit they desired , without obliging
them to stir from the place where they might entertain those

desires . There was nothing which h
e

could withhold from the

Brāhmanas . Every one received from him everything h
e

coveted . A
t

last the king ascended to the region of Brahman ,

through the grace o
f the Brāhmanas . " For that object o
n

which the Rishis that subsisted on the rays o
f the sun used

to wait upon the sun and the presiding diety o
f the sun , for

that very object they used to wait upon the lord Bhagiratha ,

that ornament of the three worlds . ' When h
e

died , O Srinjaya ,
who was superior to thee , as regards the four cardinal virtues ,
and who , superior to thee , was much more superior to thy son ,

thou shouldst not , saying , — Oh Çwaitya , Oh Çwaitya , - grieve
for the latter who performed n

o

sacrifice and made n
o sacri

ficial presents . ] — °°18

SECTION LXI .

" _ Nārada said , — [ Dilipa the so
n

o
f Ilavila , 0 Srinjaya ,

w
e

hear , fell a prey to death . Brāhmanas , versed in know
ledge o

f

Truth , devoted to the performance o
f

sacrifices , blessed
with children and children ' s children , and numbering myriads
upon myriads , were present at hi

s

century o
f sacrifices . King

Dilipa , having performed various sacrifices , gave away this
Earth , filled with treasures , unto the Brāhmanas . At the sac
rifices of Dilipa , the roads were al

l

made o
f gold . ' - 3 The very

* The correct reading is Valguvādinas , and not the form in the gene

tire plural . - T .
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gods with Indra at their head used to come to h
im regarding

h
im a
s Dharma himself . The upper and lower rings in his

sacrificial stake were made o
f gold . * Eating his Rāga -khānda

vas , many persons , at his sacrifices , were seen to lie down o
n the

roads . While battling over the waters , the two wheels of Dili

p
a ' s car never sank in that liquid . This seemed exceedingly

wonderful , and never occurred to other kings . Even those that
saw king Dilipa , that firm bowman always truthful in speech
and giving away profuse gifts a

t
his sacrifices , succeeded in a

s

cending to heaven . In the abode of Dilipa , called also Khat
tānga , these five sounds were always to be heard , 5 - 7 viz . , the
sound o

f

Vedic recitations , the twang o
f bows , and Drink ,

Enjoy , and Eat ! — When h
e

died , 0 Srinjaya , who was superior

to thee in respect o
f

the four cardinal virtues and who , superior

to thee , was much more superior to thy son , thou shouldst not ,

saying , - 0h Çwaitya , Oh Gwaitya , , grieve fo
r

thy so
n

who
performed n

o sacrifice and made n
o sacrificial gift . ] * _ ' " 8 - 9

SECTION LXII .

“ _ Nārada said , — [Māndhātri the son o
f

Yuvanāçwa , O

Srinjaya , we hear , fe
ll

a prey to death . That king van
quished the gods , the Asuras , and men . Those celestials ,

v
iz . , the twin Açwins , brought h
im out o
f

his father ' s womb

b
y
a surgical operation . Once o
n

a time , king Yuvanāçwa ,

while chasing the deer in the forest , became very thirsty and

his steeds also became exceedingly fatigued . Beholding a

wreath o
f

smoke , the king (directed b
y
it ) went to a sacrifice

and drank the sacred sacrificial butter that lay scattered there .

(The king thereupon conceived ) . Beholding that Yuvanāçwa
was quick with child , those best of physicians , viz . , the twin
Açwins among the celestials ,extracted the child from the king ' s

womb . Seeing that child o
f

celestial splendour lying o
n the

lap o
f

his father , the gods said unto one another , — What shall
support this child ? — Then Vāsava said , - Let the child suck my
fingers . — Thereupon , from the fingers of Indra issued milk

* In the B , abiy edition some verses occur after the 3
ru ' - T
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sweet as nectar. And since Indra, from compassion , had said ,

Hewill draw his sustenance from me, and showed h
im that

kindness , therefore , the gods named that child Māndhatri . *

Then jets o
f

milk and clarified butter dropped into the mouth

o
f Yuvanāçwa ' s son from the hand o
f

the high - souled Indra .

The boy continued to suck the hand o
f Indra and b
y

that

means to grow . 7 - 8 In twelve days h
e

became twelve cubits

in stature and endued with great prowess . And h
e

conquered

the whole o
f

this Earth in course o
f
a single day . O
f

virtu

ous soul , possessed o
f great intelligence , heroic , devoted to

truth , and a master of his passiors , Māndhātri vanquished b
y

his bow Janamejaya and Sudhanwan and Jaya and Cuna and

Vrihadratha and Asita and Nriga . t All the lands lying be
tween the hill where the Sun rises and the hill where h

e

sets ,

are known to this day as the dominions o
f

Māndhātri . Hav
ing performed a hundred Horse -sacrifices , and a hundred Rāja
suya sacrifices also , 10 - 13 he gave away , O monarch , unto the

Brāhmanas , some Rohita fishes made o
f gold , that were ten

Yojanas in length and one Yojana in breadth . 8 Mountains of

savoury food and edibles , of diverse kinds , after the Brāhmanas
had been entertained , were eaten b

y

others (who came at his
sacrifices ) and contributed to their gratification . 14 Vast quanti
ties of food and edibles and drink , and mountains o

f

rice , look

e
d beautiful as they stood . Many rivers , having lakes of clari

fied butter , with diverse kinds of soup fo
r

their mire , curds fo
r

their froth , and liquid honey fo
r

their water , looking beautiful ,

and wafting honey and milk , encircled mountains of solid viands .

Gods and Asuras and men and Yakshas and Gandharvas and
Snakes and birds , 15 - 16 and many Brāhmanas , accomplished in

the Vedas and their branches , and many Rishis , came to h
is

sacrifices . Amongst those present there , none was illiterate . " ?

King Māndhātri , having bestowed the Earth bounded b
y

the
seas and full of wealth upon the Brāhmanas , a

t

last disappeared

like the Sun . Filling all the points of the compass with his
fame , he repaired to the regions of the righteous . When h

e

* Literally — “ having me fo
r

his sustainer . – T .

+ Instead o
f

Cuna , the Bombay text gives Puru . - T .
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died , O Srinjaya , who excelled thee in the four cardinal virtues

and who, superior to thee , wasmuch more superior to thy so
n ,

thou shouldst not , saying , - Oh Çwaitya , Oh Çwaitya , - grieve

fo
r

the latter who performed n
o

sacrifice and made n
o

sacri
ficial gift . ] " 29 - 30

SECTION LXIII .

“ _ Narada said , — [ Yayāti the so
n

o
f

Nahusa , 0 Srinjaya ,

we hear , fell a prey to death . Having performed a hundred

Rājasuyas , a hundred Horse -sacrifices , a thousand Pundarikas ,

a hundred Vājapeyas , a thousand Atirātras , inumerable Chātur
Misyas , diverse Agnishtomas , and many other kinds of sacri
fices , in all ofwhich h

emade profuse gifts unto the Brāhmanas ,

h
e gave away unto the Brāhmanas , having counted it first , the

whole o
f

the wealth that existed o
n this Earth in the possession

o
f

Mlecchas and other Brāhmana -hating people . When the
gods and the Asuras were arrayed fo

r

battle , king Yayāti aided
the gods .14 Having divided the Earth into four parts , he gave

it away unto four persons . Having performed various sacrifices

and virtuously begotten excellent offspring upon (his wives )

Devayāni the daughter o
f

uçanas , and Carmishthā , king
Yayati , who was like unto a celestial , roved through the celes
tial woods a

t

his own pleasure like a second Väsava . Acquaint

e
d with a
ll

the Vedas ,when , however , he found that he was not
satiated with the indulgence o

f

his passions , 5 - 7 he then , with his
wives , retired into the forest , uttering this saying , - Whatever

o
f paddy and wheat and gold and animals and women there

are on Earth , even the whole o
f

these is not sufficient fo
r

one

man . Thinking o
f this , one should cultivate contentment !

Thus abandoning all his desires , and attaining to contentment ,

the lord Yayāti , installing (his son ) on his throne , retired into
the forest . When h

e

died , O Srinjaya , who was superior to

thee in respect o
f

the four cardinal virtues and who , superior to

thee , was much more superior to thy son , thou shouldst not ,

saying , - Oh Çwaitya , Oh Çwaitya , - grieve fo
r

the latter who
performed n

o sacrifice and made no sacrificial present . ] " 8 - 12

2
3
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SECTION LXIV .

“ Nārada said ,- [Nābhāga 's son Amvarisha , 0 Srinjaya , we
hear , fell a prey to death . Alone he battled with a thousand
times thousand kings.' Desirous of victory , those foes, accom
plished in weapons, rushed against h

im in battle from a
ll

sides ,

uttering fierce exclamations . ” Aided b
y

his strength and acti
vity and the skill he had acquired b

y

practice , he cut o
ff , by

the force o
f

his weapons , the umbrellas , theweapons , the stand
ards , the cars , and the lances o

f

those enemies , and dispelled
his anxieties . * : Desirous of saving their lives , those men ,

doffing their coats o
f

mail , implored him ( fo
r

mercy ) . They
sought his protection , saying , – We yield ourselves to thee
Reducing them to subjection , and conquering the whole earth ,

h
e

performed a hundred sacrifices o
f

th
e

best kind , according to

the rites ordained in the scriptures , O sinless one ! Food poss

essed o
f ,every agreeable quality was eaten ( at those sacrifices )

by large classes of people . A
t

those sacrifices , the Brāhmanas
were respectfully worshipped and greatly gratified . And th

e

regenerate classes ate sweet -meats , and Purikas , and Pupas ,

and Çashkulis o
f good taste and large size , and Karambhas ,

and Prithumridwikas , and diverse kinds o
f

well -dressed
edibles , and various kinds o

f soup , and Maireya , and Rāga

khāndavas , and diverse kinds o
f confectionery , well -prepared ,

soft , and of excellent fragrance , and clarified butter , and honey ,

and milk , and water , and sweet curds , and many kinds o
f fruit

and roots agreeable to the taste . 6 - 7 - 9 And they that were habituat

e
d to wines , drank , in due time , diverse kinds o
f intoxicating

drinks fo
r

the sake o
f

the pleasure these produced , and sang and
played upon their musical instruments . And others , b

y

thou
sands , intoxicated with what they drank , danced and merrily

sang hymns to the praise o
f

Amvarisha ; while others , unable to

bear themselves erect , fell down o
n the earth . " In those sacri

fices , king Amvarisha gave , as sacrificial presents , the kingdoms

* The Bengal texts read this verse differently . - T .

+ The words in italics are names o
f

Indian confectionery , prepared

with wheat or barley , milk , and sugar or honey . - T ,
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of hundreds and thousands of kings unto the ten milions of priests

(employed by him )." Having performed diverse sacrifices , the
king gave unto the Brāhmanas , as sacrificial presents , numbers of
princes and kings whose coronal locks had undergone the sacred

bath , al
l

cased in golden coats o
f

mail , al
l

having white umbrel

la
s

spread over their heads , al
l

seated o
n golden cars , al
l

attired

in excellent robes and having large trains o
f

followers , and a
ll

bearing their sceptres and in possession o
f

their treasuries . The
great Rishis , seeingwhat he did , were highly gratified ,and said ,

- - None amongst men in past times did , none in the future will

b
e

able to d
o , what king Amvrisha of profuse liberality is doing

now ! ! : - 16 _ When he , O Srinjaya , died who was superior to thee

in respect o
f

the four cardinal virtues and who , superior to thee ,

was much more superior to thy son , thou shouldst not , therefore ,

saying , — Oh Çwaitya , Oh Çwaitya , — grieve fo
r

the latter who

performed n
o

sacrifice and made no - sacrificial present ! ] — ’ 17 .
SECTION LXV .

“ _ Nārada said , — [ King Caçavindu , O Srinjaya , w
e

hear ;

fell a prey to death . O
f

great beauty and prowess incapable o
f

being baffled , he performed diverse sacrifices . ' That high -souled
monarch had one hundred thousand wives . From each of those
wives were born a thousand sons . All those princes were e

n

dued with great prowess . They performed millions of sacrifices .

Accomplished in the Vedas , those kings performed many fore

most o
f

sacrifices . All of them were cased o
n occasions o
f

battle ) in golden coats o
fmail . And all of them were excellent

bowmen . All those princes born of Caçavindu performed Horse
sacrifices . * Their father , O best of monarchs , in the Horse

sacrifice h
e performed , gave away , ( as sacrificial presents ) , al
l

those sons unto the Brāhmanas . Behind each o
f

those princes

were hundreds upon hundreds of cars and elephantss and fa
ir

maidens decked in ornaments o
f

gold . With each maiden were

a hundred elephants ; with each elephant , a hundred cars ; 6 with
each car a hundred steeds decked in garlands o

f

gold . With
each o

f

those steeds were a thousand kine ; and with each cow
were fifty goats , ? The highly blessed Caçavindu gave away unta

W
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the Brāhmanas , in that great Horse -sacrifice of his such unli
mited wealth !8 The king caused as many sacrificial stakes of
gold to be made fo

r

that great Horse -sacrifice of his as is the
number , doubled , of sacrificial stakes of wood in other sacrifices

o
f

the kind . ' There were mountains of food and drink of the
height of about two miles each . Upon the completion o

f

his

Horse -sacrifice , thirteen such mountains of food and drink re

mained (untouched ) . " His kingdom abounded with people that
were contented andwell - fed . And it was free from a

ll

inroads o
f

evil and the people were perfectly happy . Having ruled fo
r

many

long years , Caçavindu at last ascended to heaven . " When h
e

died , 0 Srinjaya , who was superior to thee in respect o
f

the

four cardinal virtues and who , superior to thee , was , therefore ,

much more superior to thy son , thou shouldst not , saying , –

O
h Çwaitya , Oh Çwaitya , - grieve fo
r

the latter who performed

n
o

sacrifice and made n
o sacrificial presents ! ] — " " * *

SECTION LXVI .

" _ Nārada said , - [Gaya the son o
f Amartarayas , 0 Srin

ja
y , w
e

hear , fell a prey to death . That king , fo
r

a hundred

years , ate nothing but what remained o
f

the libations o
f

clarified

butter poured into the fire . ? Agni (gratified with this proof of

great dovotion ) offered to give him a boon . Gaya solicited the
boon ( he desired ) , saying , – I desire to have a thorough knowledge

o
f the Vedas through ascetic penances , through practice o
f Brah

macharya , and of vows and rules , and through the grace o
f my

superiors ! * I desire also inexhaustible wealth ,through practice

o
f

the duties o
f my own order and without injury to others !

I wish also that I may always be able to make gifts unto Brāh
manas , with devotion ! Let me also procreate sons upon wires
belonging tomy own order and not upon others ! * Let me b

e

able to give away food with devotion . Let my heart always
delight in righteousness ! : 0 (Agni ) thou supreme cleanser , let

n
o impediment overtake me while I am engaged in acts fo
r

* These are the methods b
y

which h
e sought a knowledge o
f

the

Vedus . - T .



BADAA PARVA ] 181DRONA PARVA .

the attainment of religious merit !S _ Saying - So be it, - Agni
disappeared there and then . And Gaya also , acquiring a

ll

h
e

had asked fo
r , subjugated his foes in fair fight . King Gaya

then performed , fo
r
a full hundred years , diverse kinds of sacri

fices with profuse presents unto th
e

Brāhmanas and the vows

called Chaturmāsyas and others . Every year , fo
r
a century , the

king gave (unto the Brāhmanas ) one hundred and sixty thou
sand kine , ten thousand steeds , and one hundred thousand crores

gold (nishkas ) , upon rising ( on the completion o
f his sacri

fices ) . 7 - 9 Under every constellation also , he gave away the pre

sents ordained fo
r

each o
f those occasions . * Indeed , the king

performed various sacrifices like another Soma or another Angi

ra
s . 20 In his great Horse -sacrifice , king Gaya ,making the Earth

golden , gave her away unto the Brāhmanas . " In that sacrifice

th
e

stakes o
f king Gaya were a
ll exceedingly costly , being of

gold , decked with gems , and delightful to al
l

creatures . " Cap

able o
f filling every wish , Gaya gave those stakes unto well

pleased Brāhmanas and other people . The diverse classes o
f

creatures dwelling in the ocean , the woods , the islands , the rivers
male and female , the waters , the towns , the provinces , and even

in heaven , were a
ll gratified with thewealth and food distri

buted a
t Gaya ' s sacrifices . And thcy a
ll

said , - No other sacri

fi
ce can come u
p
to this one of Gaya ! 14 - 16 _ The sacrificial altar

o
f Gaya was thirty Yojanas in length , six and twenty Yoja

nas in width , and four and twenty Yojanas in height . And

it was made entirely o
f gold , and overspread with pearls and

diamonds and gems . And h
e gave away this alter unto the

Brāhmanas , as also robes and ornaments . 16 - 17 And the munifi
cent monarch also gave unto the Brāhmanas other presents o

f

the kind laid down in the scriptures ) . Upon the completion

o
f that sacrifice , five and twenty hills o
f

food remained un

touched , " and many lakes and several beautifully flowing rivulets

o
f juicy drinks , and many heaps , besides , of robes and orna

ments . And in consequence o
f themerit o
f

that great sacri

fice , Gaya came to be well -known in the three worlds . And due

* Nakshatra -dakshind is explained b
y

Nilakantha a
s

Nakshtra -vihita
Dakshina . - T .
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to that sacrifice are the eternal Banian and the sacred Brahma

saras. ' When he died , 0 Srinjaya , who was superior to thee in
respect of four cardinal virtues and who , superior to thee, was,

therefore ,much more superior to thy son , thou shouldst not,
saying ,— Oh Çwaitya, Oh Çwaitya , - grieve fo

r

the latter who

performed n
o

sacrifice and made n
o

sacrificial present ! ] — " "

SECTION LXVII .

6 6 . – Nārada said , — [ Rantideva the so
n

o
f

Sankriti , o Srin
jaya , we hear , fell a prey to death . That high -souled king h

a
d

two hundred thousand cooks to distribute excellent food , ra
w

and

cooked , like unto Amrita , unto the Brāhmanas , b
y

day and b
y

night , who might come to his house a
s guests . * 1 - * The king

gave away unto the Brāhmanas his wealth acquired b
y righte

ousmeans . Having studied the Vedas , he subjugated his foes .

in fair fight . O
f

rigid vows and always engaged in the due

performance o
f

sacrifices , countless animals , desirous o
f going

to heaven , used to come to h
im o
f

their own accord . 47 S
o large

was the number o
f

animals sacrificed in the Agnihotra o
f

that

king that the secretions flowing from his kitchen from the heaps

o
f

skins deposited there caused a veritable river . And that
river , from this circumstance , came to b

e

called the Char

manwati . # He incessantly gave away nishkas of bright gold
unto the Brāhmanas . - I give thee nishkas ! - I give thee
nishkas ! - - these were the words incessantly uttered b

y

h
im . "

- I give thee , – I give thee , - saying these words h
e gave

away thousands o
f nishkas . And once again , with soft words

to the Brāhmanas , he give away nishkas . ” Having given
away , in course o

f
a single day , one crore o
f

such coins , he

thought that h
e

had given away very little . And therefore , he

would give away manymore . Who else is there that would

b
e

able to give what h
e gave ? 8 The king gave away wealth ,

* The Bengal reading o
f the second line of the second verse is rici

ous . A
t
a
n
y

rate , the Bombay reading is better . - T .

+ Animats slain in sacrifices are believed to g
o

to heaven . — T .

Identified with the modern chumabal . - T .
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thinking, - If I do not give wealth into the hands of Brāhma
nas, great and eternal grief , without doubt , will be mine !
For a hundread years , every fortnight , he gave unto thousands
of Brāhmanas a golden bull unto each , followed by a century of
kine and eight hundred pieces of nishkas. A

ll

the articles that

were needed fo
r

h
is Agnihotra , and al
l

that were needed fo
r

his

other sacrifices , 20 - 11 he gave away unto the Rishis , including

Karakass and water -pots and plates and pans , and beds and car
pets and vehicles , and mansions and houses , and diverse kinds

o
f

trees , and various kinds of viands . Whatever utensils and
articles Rantideva possesssed were all of gold . " They that are
acquainted with th

e

history of ancient times , seeing the super
human affluence o

f Rantideva , sing this song , 14 viz . , , We have
not seen such accumulated treasures even in the abode o

f Ku
vera ; what need b

e

said , therefore , of human beings ? 15 _ And
people wonderingly said , - Without doubt , the kingdom o

f

Rantideva ismade o
f gold . * On such nights when guests were

assembled in the abode o
f

Rantideva , one and twenty thou
sand kine were sacrified ( fo

r

feeding them ) . And yet the royal

cooks , decked with begemmed ear -rings ,had to cry out , saying , " ?

- Eat as much soup a
s you like , fo
r , ofmeat , there is not

a
s

much today a
s in other days ! — Whatever gold was left

belonging to Rantideva , he gave even that remnant away

unto the Brāhmanas during the progress o
f

one o
f

his sacri
fices . In his very sight the gods used to take the libations

o
f

clarified butter poured into the fire for them , 18 - 19 and the

Pitris th
e

food that was offered them in Crāddhas . And al
l

superior Brāhmanas used to obtain from h
im ( the means o
f

gratifying ) al
l

their desires . When h
e

died , O Srinjaya , who
was superior to thee in respect o

f

the four cardinal virtues and

who , superior to thee , was , therefore ,much more superior to

thy son , thou shouldst not ,saying - Oh Çwaitya , Oh Çwaitya ,

§ A kind o
f

vessel b
y

Brāhmanas a
n
d

others fo
r

begging . – T .

* Vuswoksārà means " made of gold . ” It is a feminine adjective . Thə
substantive is omitted . I think the passage may mean — " The city o

f

Rantideva is made of gold . ” — T ,
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- grieve fo
r

the latter who performed n
o

sacrifice and made n
o

sacrificial gift ! ] _ " " 8
1

SECTION LXVIII .

" _ Nārada said , - [Dushmanta ' s son Bharata , O Srinjaya ,

we hear , fell a prey to death . While only a chlld ( living ) in the
forest , h

e achieved feats incapable o
f being achieved b
y

others . ' Endued with great strength , he speedily deprived the
very lions , white a

s

snow and armed with teeth and claws , of

all their prowess , and dragged them and bouud them ( a
t

h
is plea

sure ) . He used to check tigers also , that were fiercer and more

ruthless (than lions ) ,and bring them to subjection . Seizing other
beasts o

f prey possessed o
f

great might , and even huge ele
phants , dyed with re

d

arsenic and spotted with other liquid

minerals , b
y

their teeth and tusks , he used to bring them to sub

jection , causing their mouths to become dry o
r obliging them

to fl
y away . 3 - 4 Possessed of great might , he used also to drag

the mightiest o
f

buffalos . And in consequence of his strength ,

h
e

checked proud lions b
y

hundreds , and powerful Srimaras
and horned rhinoceroses and other animals . Binding them b

y
their necks and crushing them to an inch o

f

their lives , he used

to le
t

them g
o . 5 - 6 For those feats of his , the regenerate ascetics

(with whom h
e lived ) came to call him Sarvadamana ( th
e

con

troller of all ) . His mother at last forbade him to torture animals

in that way . Endued with great prowess h
e performed a hun

dred Horse -sacrifices o
n the banks o
f

Yamunā , three hundred
such sacrifices o

n the banks o
f Saraswati , and four hundred

o
n

the banks of Gangā . Having performed these sacrifices h
e

once more performed a thousand Horse -sacrifices and a hundred
Rājasuyas , great sacrifices , in which h

is gifts also to th
e

Brāh

manas were very profuse . Other sacrifices , again , such a
s th
e

Agnishtoma , the Atirātra , the Ukthya and the Viçwajit , he

performed , together with thousands and thousands of Vājape
yas , and completed without any impediment . The so

n

o
f

Cakuntalā , having performed a
ll

these , gratified the Brāhmanas
with presents o

f

wealth . Possessed o
f great fame , Bharata

then gave te
n

thousand billions o
f

coins ,made of the most pure
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gold , unto Kanwa (who had brought up his mother Cakuntalā
as hi

s
own daughter ) . The gods with Indra at their head ,accom

panied b
y

the Brāhmanas , coming to his sacrifice , se
t

u
p

his

sacrificial stake made entirely of gold and measuring in width

a hundred Vyāmas . * And the imperial Bharata of noble soul ,

that victor over a
ll

foes , that monarch never conquered b
y

any enemy , gave away unto the Brāhmanas beautiful horses
and elephants and cars , decked with gold , and beautiful gems of

a
ll

kinds , and camels and goats and sheep , and slaves — male and
female — and wealth , and grain , and milch cows with claves , and
villages and houses and fields , and diverse kinds o

f

robes ,

numbering b
y

millions and millions . When h
e

died , 0 Srin
jaya , who was superior to thee in respect of the four cardinal
virtues ' - 76 and who , superior to thee , was , therefore ,much more
superior to thy son , thou shouldst not , saying - Oh Çwaitya ,

O
h Çwaitya , - - grieve fo
r

the latter who performed n
o

sacrifice

and made n
o

sacrificial present ! ] _ ! ” 17

SECTION LXIX .

“ 'Nārada said , - [Vena ' s son , king Prithu , 0 Srinjaya ,we hear ,
fell a pray to death . In the Rājasuya sacrifice he performed ,

the great Rishis installed him a
s Emperor ( of the world ) . He

vanquished a
ll , and through his achievements , became known

( a
ll

over the world ) . For this he came to be called Prithu (the
celebrated ) . And because h

e protected a
ll people from wounds

and injuries , for this he became a true Kshatriya . te Behold
ing Vena ' s son Prithu , al

l

h
is subjects said , — We a
re highly

pleased with him ! - In consequence o
f this affection that h
e

enjoyed o
f his subjects he came to be called a Rājā . During

the time of Prithu , the Earth ,without being cultivated , yielded
crops in sufficiency . All the kine , again , yielded milk when

* A vyāma is the space between the two arms extended a
t their fu
r
.

thest . - T .

+ Literally , a Kshatriya is one that rescues another from wounds

and injuries . - T .

| A raja is one who enjoys the affections o
f

h
is people , and with

whom they are delighted . - T .

2
4
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ever they were touched . Every lotus was full of honey . The
Kuça blades were al

l

o
f gold , agreeable to the touch , and other

wise delightful . And the subjects o
f Prithu made cloths of

those blades , and the beds also o
n which they lay : All the

fruits were soft and sweet and like unto Amrita ( in taste ) .

And these constituted the food o
f

his subjects none amongst

whom had ever to starve . And al
l

men in Prithu ' s time were
hald . And al

l

their wishes were crowned with fruition . They had
nothing to fear . On trees or in caves , they dwelt as they liked . ?

His dominions were not distributed into provinces and towns .

The people lived happily and in joy a
s

each desired . When
king Prithu went to the se

a , the waves became solid . The
very mountains used to yield him openings that h

e might

pass through them . The standard o
f

h
is car never broke

(obstructed b
y

anything ) . ' Once o
n

a time , the tall trees of

forest , the mountains , the gods , the Asuras , men , the snakes ,

the seven Rishis , the Apsaras , " and the Pitris , al
l

came to

Prithu seated a
t

his ease , and addressing h
im , said , — Thou art

our Emperor ! Thou art king ! Thou art our protector and

father ! Thou art our Lord ! " Therefore , O great king , give u
s

boons after our own hearts , through which w
e may , fo
r

ever ,
ubtain gratification and joy ! ! Unto them Prithu the son o

f

Vena said , - So be it ! — Then taking u
p

his Ajagava bow * and

some terrible arrows the like of which existed not , he reflected
for a moment . He then addressed the Earth , saying , 18 — Come
quickly , 0 Earth ! Yield to these the milk they desire ! From

that , blessed b
e

thou , I will give them the food they solicit ! ! 4 —

Thus addressed b
y

h
im , the Earth said , - It behoveth thee , O

hero , to regard me as thy daughter ! - Prithu answered , - S
o

b
e

it ! - And then that great ascetic having his passions under con

trol , made al
l

arrangements (formilking the Earth ) . " Then the

entire assemblage o
f

creatures began to milk the Earth . And first

o
f a
ll

the tall trees o
f

the forest rose formilking her . 16 The Earth
then , full of affection , stood there , desiring a calf , a milker , and
vessels (wherein to hold themilk ) . Then the blossoming Çāla b

e

came the calf , the banjan became themilker , " ? torn buds became

* The bow o
f Civa , otherwise called Pinaka . – T .
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the milk , and the auspicious fi
g

tree became the vessel . (Next ,

themountains milked her ) . The Eastern hill ,whereon the Sun
rises , became the calf ; the prince o

f mountains , viz . , Meru ,

became the milker ; 18 the diverse gems and deciduous herbs be

came the milk ; and the stones became the vessels ( for holding

that milk ) . Next one of the gods became the milker , and all
things capable o

f bestowing energy and strength became the

coveted milk . ' The Asuras then milked the Earth , having wine

fo
r

their milk , and using a
n unbaked pot fo
r

their vessel . In

that act , Dwimurddhan became the milker , and Virochana
the calf , a Then human beings milked the Earth fo

r

cultivation

and crops . The Self -create Manu became their calf , and Prithu
himself the milker . Next the Snakes milked the Earth , get
ting poison as the milk , and using a vessel made o

f
a gourd .

Dhritarāshtra became the milker , and Takshaka the calf . a

The seven Rishis , capable of producing everything b
y

their

fiat , * then milked the Earth , getting the Vedas as their milk .

Vrihaspati became the milker , the Chhandas were the ves
sel , and the excellent Soma , the calf . " The Yakshas , milking

the Earth , got the power of disappearance at will as the milk ,

in a
n unbaked pot . Vaigravana (Kuvera ) became their milk

e
r , and Vrishadhdhaja their calf . 24 The Gandharvas and the

Apsaras milked all fragrant perfumes in a vessel made o
f
a

lotus leaf . Chitraratha became their calf , and the puissant

Vicwaruchi their milker . as The Pitris milked the Earth ,

getting Swahā a
s

their milk in a vessel o
f

silver . Yama the son

o
f

Vivaswat became their calf , and (the Destroyer Antaka )

their milker . 86 Even thus was the Earth milked b
y

that assem
blage o

f creatures who all got fo
r

milk what they each desired .

The very calves and vessels employed b
y

them are existing to

this day and may always b
e seen . The powerful Prithu the

son o
f

Vena , performing various sacrifices , gratified a
ll

crea

tures in respect o
f all their desires b
y

gifts o
f

artieles agreeable

to their hearts . 28 And h
e

caused golden images to b
e

made o
f

* Aklishtakarman , literally , one who is never fatigued with work ;

hence , one capable of obtaining the results of action b
y
a mere fiat o
f

the will . Itmay also mean , of unspotted acts . - T .
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every article on Earth , and bestowed them all on the Brāhma
nas at his great Horse -sacrifice. *39 The king caused si

x

and

sixty thousand elephants to b
emade o
f

gold , and al
l

those h
e

gave away unto the Brāhmanas . " And this whole Earth also
the king caused to be decked with jewels and gems and gold ,

and gave her away unto the Brāhmanas . When h
e

died , O

Srinjaya , who was superior to thee as regards the four cardinal
virtues and who , superior to thee , was , therefore ,much more
superior to thy son , thou shouldst not , saying - Oh Çwaitya ,

Oh Çwaity 1 , - grieve for the latter who performed n
o

sacrifice

and made n
o sacrificial present ! ] - ' " $ 8

SECTION LXX .

" ' _ Nārada said , - [Even the great ascetic Rāma , that hero
worshipped b

y

a
ll

heroes ,that son of Jamadagni , of great fame ,

will die , without being contented (with the period o
f

his life ) ! '

Rooting out al
l

evils from the earth , he caused the primeval

Yuga to set in . Having obtained unrivalled prosperity , no
fault could b

e

seen in him . pa His father having been slain and
his calf having been stolen b

y

th
e

Kshatriyas , he , without any
boast , slew Kārttavirya who had never been vanquished before
by foes . ' With his bow h

e

slew four and sixty times te
n

thousand Kshatriyas already within th
e

jaws o
f

death . In that
slaughter were included fourteen thousand Brāhmana -hating

Kshatriyas o
f

the Dantakura country , all ofwhom h
e

slew . O
f

the Haihayās , he slew a thousand with his short club , a thou
sand with his sword , and a thousand b

y

hanging . * * Heroic
warriors , with their cars , steeds , and elephants , lay dead o

n the

field , slain b
y

the wise son o
f Jamadagni , enraged a
t

the
slaughter of his father . And Rāma , on that occasion , slew
ten thousand Kshatriyas with his axe . He could not quietly

* Pärthivus , i . e . , relaing to the Earth . - T .

+ The first line of this verse , I think , has been correctly explained b
y

Nilakantha . The paraphrase is y
a

imam bhumim sukhúm kurvan adyam

( i . e . , ädyam yugam ) anuparyeti sma . — T .

| The Bombay text adds some verses here which d
o not occur in the

Bengal texts . - T .
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bear the furious speeches uttered by those (foes of his). And
when many foremost of Brāhmanas uttered exclamations , men
tioning the name of Rāma of Bhrigu 's race,* then the valiant
son of Jamadagni , proceeding against the Käshmiras, the
Daradas , the Kuntis, the Kshudrakas, the Mālavas, the Angas ,
the Vangas , the Kalingas , the Videhas , the Tāmraliptakas , the
Rakshovāhas , the Vitahotras , the Trigartas , the Mārtikāvatas,
counting by thousands, slew them all by means of his whetted
shafts . Proceeding from province to province , he thus
slew thousands of crores of Kshatriyas. Creating a deluge of
blood and filling many lakes also with blood as red as Indra
jopakas or the wild fruit called Vandujiva , and bringing a

ll

th
e

eighteen islands ( o
f

which the Earth is composed ) under his sub
jection ,that son of Bhrigu ' s race12 – 18 performed a hundred sacri
fices o

f great merit , all of which h
e completed and in all of

which the presents h
e

made unto the Brāhmanas were profuse .

The sacrificial altar , eighteen nalas high , made entirely o
f

gold , and constructed according to the ordinance , full of diverse
kinds of jewels and gems and decked with hundreds o

f standards ,
and this Earth abounding with domestic and wild animals , 15 were
accepted b

y

Kaçyapa a
s

the sacrificial present made unto him

b
y

Rāma the son o
f Jamadagni . And Rāma also gave h
im

many thousands o
f prodigious elephants all adorned with gold . "

Indeed , freeing the Earth from a
ll

robbers , and making her
teem with honest and graceful inhabitants , Rāma gave her
away to Kaçyapa a

t

h
is great Horse -sacrifice . " ? Having divest

e
d the Earth o
f Kshatriyas fo
r

one and twenty times , and
having performed hundreds o

f

sacrifices , the puissant hero gave
away the Earth to the Brāhmanas . 18 And it was Māricha

(Kaçyapa ) who accepted from him the Earth with her seven is

lands . Then Kaçyapa said unto Rāma , - Go out of the Earth , at

my command ! ! ! — A
t

the word of Kaçyapa , that fornemost of

warriors , desirous o
f obeying the Brāhmana ' s behest , caused b
y

his arrows the very ocean to stand aside , 30 and reparing to that

best o
f

mountains called Mahendra , continued to live there . Even
that enhancer of the fime o

f the Bhrigus , possessed of such

* K . P . Sinha makes a ludicrous blunder in reading this line . - T .
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numberless virtues ," that famous son of Jamadagni , of great
splendour , will die ! Superior to thee as regards the four car
dinal virtues , and much more superior to thy son , (even he will
die ) * Do not, therefore, grieve for thy son who performed
no sacrifice and made no sacrificial present . All these, superior

to thee as regards the four cardinal virtues and as regards also

a hundred other merits, all these foremost of men , have died ,

O Srinjaya , and they that are like them will also d
ie ! ) - ° " 38

SECTION LXXI .

" Vyāsa said , - Hearing these sacred histories o
f sixteen

kings , capable of enhancing the period of life o
f the listener ) ,

king Srinjaya remained silent without saying anything . '

The illustrious Rishi Nārada then said unto him thus sitting

silent , - [ O thou of great splendour , hast thou heard these his
tories recited b

y

me , and hast thou caught their meaning ? "

Or , are all these lost , like a Crāddha performed b
y
a person o
f

the regenerate classes having a Gudrā wife ! ] — Thus addressed ,

Srinjaya replied with joined hands , – [ O thou that hast wealth

o
f

asceticism , having listened to these excellent and praise

worthy histories o
f ancient royal sages all of whom performed

great sacrifices with profuse presents unto the Brāhmanas ,

my grief hath a
ll

been dispelled b
y

wonder , like the darkness

that is dispelled b
y

the rays o
f

the Sun ! I have now been
cleansed o

f my sins , and I do not feel any pain now . Tellme ,

what shall I do now ! ] “ .

" Nārada said , — [ B
y

good luck it is that thy grief hath
been dispelled ! Solicit thou the boon that thou desirest !

Thou wilt obtain all that thou mayst a
sk ! We never say

what is false 1 . ] "

“ - Srinjaya said , - [ I am happy with even this , viz . , that

thou , O holy one ,art gratified with me ! He with whom thou ,

O holy one , art gratified , hath nothing unobtainable here ! ) ?

“ _ Nārada said , I will once more give thee thy son
who was fruitlessly slain b

y

the robbers , taking him out o
f

terrible hell like a
n animal slaughtered in a sacrifice ! ] _

" Vyāsa said , — Then the son o
f Srinjaya , of wonderful
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splendour , appeared , that child resembling the son of Kuvera
himself , bestowed by the gratified Rishi ( on the bereaved
father ).' And King Srinjaya , once more meeting with h

is

son ,became highly delighted . And h
e performed many meri

torious sacrifices , giving away profuse sacrificial presents upon
completion . 20 Srinjaya ' s son had not fulfilled the purposes

o
f

his being . He had performed n
o sacrifice and had n
o

children . Destitute of bravery , he had perished miserably and
not in battle . It was fo

r

this reason that h
e

could b
e brought

back into life . * 11 A
s regards Abhimanyu , he was brave and

heroic . He hath fulfilled the purposes o
f

life , for the brave
son o

f

Subhadrā , having blasted his foes b
y

thousands , hath
left the world , falling in th : field of battle ! 13 Those inexhaust
ible regions that are attainable b

y Brahmacharya , by know
ledge , by acquaintance with the scriptures , b

y

foremost o
f

sacrifices , even those have been obtained b
y

thy son . " Men o
f

knowledge always desire heaven b
y

their righteous deeds . They

that are living in heaven never prefer this world to heaven . '

Therefore , it is not easy fo
r

any desirable thing thatmight have

been unattained b
y

him to bring back into the world Arjuna ' s son
slain in battle and now residing in heaven . ' Thy son has
attained to that eternal goal which is attained b

y

yogins with

eyes shut in contemplation , or b
y

performers o
f great sacrifices ,

o
r people possessed o
f great ascetic merit . " After death , attain

ing a new body , that hero is shining like a king in h
is

own

immortal rays . Indeed , Abhimanyu has once more got his own
body o

f

lunar essence that is desirable b
y

all regenerate persons .

He deserveth not thy grief . t ? Knowing this , be quiet , and
slay thy foes . Let fortitude b

e thine . O sinless one , it is the
living that stand in need o

f

our grief , and not they that
have attained to heaven . 18 His sins increase , O king , for whom
the living grieve . Therefore , he that is wise , abandoning grief ,

should strive fo
r
(the ) benefit ( o
f

the dead ) . ' ' The living man

• Sannähikas , i . c . , clad in mail . - T .

+ The Bengal reading Dvijaidhitam is certainly better than the Bom
bay reading Droijochitam although Nilakantha explains uchi am a

s abhi .

matam . - T .
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should think of the joy, the glory , and the happiness (of the
dead ). Knowing this, the wise never indulge in grief, for grief
is grief. Know this to be true ! Rise up ! Strive (to achieve
thy purpose) ! Do not grieve ! Thou hast heard of the origin

of Death , and her unexampled penances,a as also the imparti
ality of her behaviour towards all creatures . Thou hast heard
that prosperity is unstable . Thou hast heard how the dead son

of Srinjaya was revived .** O learned king , do not grieve !
Peace be to thee , I go !- Having said this , the holy Vyāsa
disappeared then and there.* Upon the departure of that mas
ter of speech , that foremost of intelligent persons, viz ., the holy

Vyāsa , whose color was like that of the clouded sky , Yudhish
thira , having derived consolatione in consequence of what he
had heard about the sacrificial merit and prosperity of those
great monarchs of olden times possessed of energy equal to that
of the great Indra himself and a

ll

o
f

whom had acquired wealth

b
y

righteous means , " mentally applauded those illustrious per

sons and became freed from grief . Once more , however , with

a melancholy heart h
e

asked himself , saying , — 'What shall w
e

say unto Dhananjaya ? ' ” 26

SECTION LXXII .

( Pratijnā Parva ) .

" Sanjaya said , — When that terrible day , so fraught with
the slaughter o

f

creatures , departed , and when the sun se
t ,

the beautiful twilight of the evening spread itself . The troops ,

O bull o
f

Bharata ' s race , of both parties , had retired to their

tents . Then the ape -bannered Jishnu , having slain large num
bers o

f Samsaptakas b
y

means o
f

his celestial weapons , pro
ceeded towards his tent , mounted o

n that victorious ca
r

o
f

h
is .

And a
s h
e

was proceeding , he asked Govinda , with voice choked

in tears , - Why is my heart afrighted , 0 Keçava , and why
doth my speech falter ? Evil omens encounter me , and my limbs
are weak 1

3 - 4 Thoughts o
f

disaster possess my mind without
leaving it . On earth , in al

l

sides , various omens strike me with
fear ! O
f

many kinds are those omens and indications , and seen
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everywhere , foreboding dire calamity ! Is it al
l

right with my

venerable superior , viz . , the king , with al
l

his friends ? 5 - 6 _

“ Vāsudeva said , — It is evident thateverything is rightwith
thy brother and his friends . Do not grieve , some trifling evil

in another direction will happen . ' — .

" Sanjay continued , — Then those two heroes , ( viz . , Krishna
and Arjuna ) , having adored the twilight , * mounted o

n their

car and proceeded , talking of the incidents o
f that day ' s battle

so destructive o
f

heroes . Having achieved feats exceedingly

difficult of accomplishment , Vāsudeva and Arjuna at last reached
the (Pāndava ) encampment . Then that slayer of hostile heroes ,

v
iz . , Vibhatsu , beholding th
e

camp joyless and melancholy and
everything to b

e

in confusion , addressed Krishna with a
n agon

ised heart , and said , 9 - 18 _ 0 Janārddana , no auspicious trumpet

blows today , its blasts mingled with the beat of drums and
the loud blare o

f

conchs ! " The sweet Vinī also is nowhere
played upon in accompaniment with slapping o

f palms . f Aus
picious and delightful songs fraught with praise are nowhere
recited o

r sung by our bards amongst the troops ! The warriors

also , beholding me , al
l

recede , hanging down their heads ! 12 - 13

They d
o not tell me , as before , of the feats achieved b
y

them ! O

Mādhava , is it al
l

right with my brothers today ? 14 Beholding

our own men plunged in grief , I know n
o peace ! Is it al
l

right , 0 giver of honors , with the ruler of the Pānchālas ,

o
r

Virāta , s or al
l

our warriors , 0 thou o
f unfading glory ?

Alas , Subhadrā ' s so
n , ever cheerful , doth not today , with h
is

brothers , come out with smiles to receive me returning from

battle ! 16 _

“ Sanjaya said , — Thus conversing , those two , (viz . , Krishna
and Arjuna ) , entered their own camp . And they saw that the

Pāndavas , al
l

cheerless , were sitting , plunged into great grief . 17

Beholding his brothers and sons , the ape -bannered Arjuna be
came very cheerless . Not seeing the son o

f

Subhadrā there , .

Arjuna said , ' 8 Pale is the color I behold o
f the faces o
f you a
ll
!

* Twilight is herself the goddess who is supposed to b
e

adored b
y

certain prayers said o
n the occasion . — T .

+ These slaps mark the cadences . - T .

2
5
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I do not, again , see Abhimanyu ! Nor doth he come to come
gratulate me !"" I heard that Drona had today formed the
circular array. None amongst you , save the boy Abhimanyu ,

could break that array.20 I, however , did not teach him how to
com out of that array , after having pierced it. Did you ca 'lise
the boy to enter that array ?" Hath that slayer of hostile heroes ,

viz ., the son of Subhadrā , that mighty bowman , having pierced
that array , through numberless warriors of the enemy in battle ,

fallen at last in the fight ? Oh , tellme how that hero, of mighty
arms and re

d eyes , born ( in our line ) like a lion o
n the mountain

breast , and equal into the younger brother o
f Indra himself ,

hath fallen o
n the field of battle 2
2 - 28 What warrior , deprived o
f

his senses b
y

Death , ventured to slay that dear son o
f

Subhadrā ,

that favourite o
f Draupadi and Keçava , that child ever loved

b
y

Kunti ? 34 Equal unto the high -souled Vrishni hero Kecava
himself in prowess and learning and dignity , how hath h

e

been

slain o
n

the field o
f

battle ? 85 The favourite son o
f

that
daughter o

f

the Vrishni race , always cherished b
y

me , alas , if

I do not see him I will repair to the abode of Yama ! 26 With
locks ending in soft curls , of tender years , with eyes like those

o
f
a young gazelle , with tread like that of an infuriate elephant ,

tall like a Çila offshoot , 27 of sweet speech accompanied with
smiles , quiet , ever obedient to the behests o

f

his superiors ,

acting like one of mature years though tender in age , o
f agree

able speech , reft of vanity , 2 o
f great courage and great energy ,

o
f large eyes resembling lotus petals , kind to those devoted to

him , self -restrained , never following anything mean , " grateful ,

possessed o
f knowledge , accomplished in weapons , unretreating

from battle , always delighting in fight , and enhancing the fears

o
f

foes , 3º engaged in the welfare o
f

kinsmen , desirous o
f vic

tory unto h
is

sires , never striking first , perfectly fearless in

battle , ' alas , if I do not behold that son , I will repair to the

abode o
f

Yama ! In the tale o
f

ca
r
-warriors always reckoned

a
s
a Mahāratha , sa superior to me one and a half times , of

tender years , of mighty arms , over dear to Praddyumna and

Keçava and myself , 99 alas , if I do not behold that son I will
repair to the abode o
f Yama ! Of beautiful nose , of beautiful

{ rehead , of fair eyes and eyebrows and lips , 34 if I do not be
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hold that face what peace can my heart have ? Melodious as
the voice of the male Kokila , delightful, and sweet as the
warblings of the Virā ,35 without listening to his voice what
peace can my heart have ? His beauty was unrivalled , rare
even among the celestials !26 Without casting my eyes on
that form , what peace can my heart have ? Accomplished in
saluting (his superiors ) with reverence, and always obedient to
the behests of hi

s

sires , 37 alas , if I do not behold h
im what peace

can my heart have ? Brave in battle , accustomed to every

luxury , deserving o
f

the softest bed , $ 8 alas , he sleepeth today

o
n the bare Earth a
s if there is none to take care o
f

him a
l

though h
e
is the foremost of those that have protectors to look

after them ! He on whom , while o
n his bed , the foremost o
f

beautiful women used to attend , 99 alas , he , mangled with shafts ,

will have inauspicious jackalls , prowling over the field , to

attend upon him today ! He who was formerly awaked from

his slumbers b
y

singers and bards and panegyrists , 40 alas , he
will today b

e surely awaked b
y

discordant beasts o
f prey ! That

beautiful face o
f

his eminently deserved to b
e

shaded b
y

the
umbrella ! Alas , the dust of the battle -field will surely begrim

it today ! O child , unfortunate that I am , death forcibly takes
thee away from me , who was never satiated with looking at

thee ! Without doubt , that abode o
f

Yama , which is always

the goal o
f persons o
f righteous deeds , 41 - 43 that delightfulman

sion , illumined today b
y thy own splendour , is rendered ex

ceedingly beautiful b
y

thee ! Without doubt , Yama and Varu

n
a

and Catakratu and Kuvera , obtaining thee a
s
a favourite

guest , are making much o
f thy heroic self ! — Thus indulging

in diverse lamentations like a merchant whose vessel has been
drowned , 44 - 45 Arjuna , afflicted with great grief , asked Yudish
thira , saying , - 0 thou o

f Kuru ' s race , hath h
e

ascended to

heaven , having caused a great slaughter among the enemy
and contended with foremost warriors in the face o

f

battle ?

Without doubt , while contending single -handed with foremost

o
f

warriors countless in number and fighting with vigor and
resolution , his heart turned towards me from desire of help !

While afflicted b
y

Karna and Drona and Kripa and others
with sharp shafts of diverse kinds and bright points , my son of
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little strength , must have repeatedly thought - My father will
in this press be my rescuer !464 _ I think ,while indulging
in such lamentations he was felled on the ground by cruel war
riors ! Or, perhaps , when he was begotten by me, when he
was the nephew of Mādhava ,sº when he was born in Subhadrā ,

he could not have uttered such exclamations ! Without doubt ,
my heart, hard as it is, is made of the essence of the thunder ,53
since it breaketh not even though I do not behold that mighty
armed hero of red eyes ! How could those mighty bowmen of
cruel hearts shoot their deep -piercing shafts upon that child
of tender years who , again , was my so

n

and the nephew o
f

Vāsudeva ? That noblc -hearted youth who , coming forward
everyday , used to congratulate me , 52 - 58 alas , why doth h

e not
present himself today tome when I come back having slain
the fue ? Without doubt , overthrown , he lieth today o

n the
bare earth , bathed in blood ! 54 Beautifying the Earth with
his body , he lieth like the Sun fallen ( from the firmament ) ! I

grieve fü
r

Subhadrā , who , hearing o
f

the death in battle o
f

her unretreating son , will , afflicted with sorrow , cast away ber
life ! What will Subhadrā , missing Abhimanyu , say unto
me ? 55 - 56 What also will Draupadi say unto me ? Afflicted
with grief a

s they a
re ,what also shall I say unto them ? With

out doubt ,my heart is made o
f

the essence o
f the thunder ,

since it breaketh not57 into a thousand fragments a
t

the sight

o
fmy weeping daughter - in -law pierced with grief ! The leonine

shouts o
f

th
e

Dhārtarāshtras swelling with pride d
id , indeed ,

enter my ears 1
5
8

Krishna also had heard Yuyutsu censuring

the heroes ( o
f

the Dhārtarāshtra army in these words ) : - Ye

mighty ca
r
-warriors , having been unable to vanquish Vibhatsu ,

a
i
d having slain only a child , ' why d
o y
e

rejoice ! Ye un
righteous o

n
s , ye will soon feel the might of the Pāndavas !

Why , having done what is disagreeable to those two , riz ,

Keçıva and Arjuna , in battle , so why do you in jo
y

roar like lions

when truly the hour fo
r your sorrow is come ? The fruits o
f

this
sinful deed o

f yours will soon overtake you ! 62 Heinous is the

crime perpetrated b
y

you ! How long will it not bear its fruits ?

- - Rebuking them in these words , the high -souled son of Dhrita
rāsh ' ra by his Vaiçya wife , * went away , casting o
ff

his weap
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ons, a Micted with rage and grief ! O Krishna , why did you

not tellme all this during the battle ? I would then have con
sumed a

ll
those car -warriors o

f

cruel hearts 1
6
8
–

"Sanjaya continued , — Then Vāsudeva , comforting Pārtha
who was aMicted with grief on account o

f

his son , who was ex
ceedingly thoughtful ,whose eyes where bathed in tears , and who
was , in fact , overwhelmed with this sorrow caused b

y

the slaught

e
r o
f his child , 64 said unto him , - Do not yield so to grief !

This is the way o
f a
ll

brave , unreturning heroes , 65 especially of

Kshatriyas , whose profession is battle ! O foremost of intelligent

men , even this is the goal ordained b
y

the authors o
f

our scrip

tures for unretreating ,heroes engaged in battle ! Death is cer

tain for heroes that do not retreat ! 66 – 67 There is no doubt that
Abhimanyu hath ascended to those regions that are reserved fo

r

persons o
f righteous acts ! O bull of Bharata ' s race , even this

is coveted b
y

a
ll

that are brave , 68 viz . , that they may die in

battle , facing their foes ! As regards Abhimanyu , he , having
slain in battle many heroic and mighty princes , 69 hath met
with that death in the face o

f

battle which is coveted b
y

heroes ! Do not grieve , O tiger among men ! The legislators

o
f

old have declared this to be the eternal merit o
f

the Kshatri
yas , viz . , their destruction in battle ! O best o

f the Bharatas ,

these brothers of thine are a
ll exceedingly cheerless , 70 - 71 as also

these kings , and these thy friends , seeing thee plunged into
grief ! O giver o

f

hon urs , comfort these in consoling words ! * *

That which should b
e

known is known to thee ! It behov

eth thee not to grieve ! — Thus comforted b
y

Krishna o
f

wonderful deeds , Pārtha73 then said these words unto a
ll

his

brothers , in a voice choked with sorrow : - 0 lord o
f

Earth ,

I desire to hear how the mighty -armed Abhimanyu , how that
hero o

f large eyes resembling lotus petals , fought ! Y
e

will see

that I will exterminate the fo
e

with his elephants and cars and

steeds , 74 - 75 I will exterminate in battle those slayers o
fmy son

with all their followers and kinsmen ! Ye al
l

are accomplished

in arms . Y
e all were armed with weapons . 76 How then could

Subhadrā ' s son b
e

slain even if it were the wielder of the thun
der -bult himself with whom h

e fought ? Alas , if I had known
that the Pāndavas and the Pānchālas would b
e unable to protect
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my son in battle , Imyself would then have protected him ! Ye
were then on your cars. Ye were shooting your shafts . Alas,

how then could Abhimanyu be slain by the fo
e

causing a

great carnage in your ranks ? Alas , ye have nomanliness , nor
have y

e

any prowess , 77 - 79 since in the very sight o
f you a
ll

was

Abhimanyu slain ! O
r , I should chidemy own self , sinceknow

ing that ye all are weak , cowardly , and irressolute , I went away !

Alas , are your coats of mail and weapons o
f all kinds only

ornaments fo
r

decking your persons , and were words given you

only for speaking in assemblies , that ye failed to protectmy son

(even though y
e

were clad in mail , armed head to foot , and even
though y

e

had assured me in words o
f your competence ) ?

Having said these words , Pārtha sat down , holding the bow
and h

is excellent sword . 30 - 32 Indeed , none could , at that time ,

even look a
t

Vibhatsu who then resembled th
e

Destroyer himself

in wrath , repeatedly drawing long breaths . 83 None o
f

his

friends or kinsmen could venture to look a
t

o
r speak unto

Arjuna as he sat there exceedingly afflicted with grief on account

o
f his son and with face bathed in tears . 84 None , indeed , could

address him , save Vāsudeva o
r Yudhishthira . These two , under

all circumstances , were acceptable to Arjuna . 35 And because

they were highly reverenced and dearly loved , therefore , could
they alone address him a

t

such times . Then king Yudhishthira ,

addressing Pārtha o
f

eyes like lotus petals , who was then filled
with rage and exceedingly aMicted with grief o

n account o
f

the

death o
f his son , said these words . " " 36

SECTION LXXIII .

“ 'Yudhishthira said , - mighty -armed one , after thou hadst
gone towards the army o

f

the Samsaptakas , the preceptor Dro
nimade fierce endeavours for seizing me . We succeeded , how
ever , in resisting Drona at the head of his array a

t a
ll points ,

huving , in that battle , disposed our vigorously -contending car
divisions in counter -array . Held in check b

y
a large number o
f

warriors , and myself also having been well protected , Drona .

began to smite u
s with great activity , afflicting us with his
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whetted shafts . Thus afflicted by him , we could not then even
gaze at his army, fa

r

less pierce it in battle . * All o
f u
s

then ,

addressing thy son b
y

Subhadrā , who was equal to thyself , O

lord , in prowess , said unto him , - [ O son , pierce this array o
f

Drona ] ! S _ That valorous hero , thus urged b
y

u
s , then sought ,

like a good horse , to take that burden o
n himself however un

bearable it might have been fo
r

him . Endued a
s h
e

was with

thy energy , aided b
y

that knowledge o
f weapons which h
e deriv

e
d

from thee , that child then penetrated unto that array like
Garuda penetrating into the ocean . ? A

s regards ourselves , we
followed that hero , that son o

f

Subhadrā , desirous in , in that
battle , of penetrating into the Dhārtarāshtra army ) b

y

the same
path b

y

which Abhimanyu had entered it . Then , O sire , the
wretched king of the Sindhus , viz . , Jayadratha , in consequence

o
f the boon granted to him b
y

Rudra , checked a
ll o
f
u
s ! Then

Drona and Kripa and Karna and Drona ' s son , and the king

o
f

the Koçalas , and Kritavarman , these si
x

car -warriors , sur
rounded the son o

f

Subhadrā . ' Having surrounded that child ,

all those great car -warriors , — too many fo
r

him although h
e

was

contending to the utmost o
f his power , - deprived him o
f his

car . " After he had been deprived o
f his car , Duscāsana ' s son ,

though h
e

himself had a hair -breadth escape , succeeded , as chance
would have it , in making Abhimanyu meet with his end . As
regards Abhimanyu , he , having slain many thousands of men
and steeds and elephants , and eight thousand cars , and once more

nine hundred elephants , ' s two thousand princes , and a large

number o
f

heroic warriors unknown to fame , and despatching

in that battle king Vrihadvala also to heaven , 4 at last , through

ill luck , met with his own death . Thus hath occurred this
fact that so enhances our grief 1

5 That tiger among men hath

even thus ascended to heaven ! - Hearing these words uttered

b
y

king Yudhishthira , Arjuna , saying O
h

so
n
! — and brea

thing a deep sigh , fell down o
n the earth in great pain . Then

a
ll

the warriors o
f

the Pāndavas , surrounding Dhananjaya with
cheerless faces , " ? began , filled with grief , to look a

t

one an

other with winkless eyes . Recovering consciousness then ,

Vāsava ' s son became furious with rage . " He seemed to be in

a feverish tremor , and sighed frequently . Squeezing his hands ,
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drawing deep breaths , with eyes bathed in tears , and casting

his glances like a madman , he said these words.

“ 'Arjuna said ,— Truly do I swear that tomorrow I will slay
Jayadratha ! If from fear of death he doth not forsake the

Dhārtarāshtras ,aº or implore our protection , or the protection of
Krishna that foremost of men , or of thine , O king , I shall as
suredly slay him tomorrow ! ! Forgetting h

is friendship fo
r

me , engaged in doing what is agreeable to Dhritarāshtra ' s son ,

that wretch is the cause o
f the child ' s slaughter ! Tomorrow

I will slay h
im ! 22 Whoever they may b
e that will encounter

me in battle tomorrow for protecting him , be it Drona o
r Kripa ,

O king , I will cover them a
ll

with my arrows ! 23 Y
e bulls

among men , if I do not achieve even this in (tomorrow ' s )battle ,

let me not attain the regions reserved for the righteous , y
e

foremost o
f heroes ! 4 Those regions that are fo
r

them that

slay their mothers o
r fo
r

them that slay their fathers , or them
that violate their preceptors ' beds , or them that are vile and

them that speak il
l

o
f

others , or them that appropriate the

wealth confidingly deposited with them b
y

others , or them that
are betrayers o

f

trusts , ac or them that speak il
l
o
f

wives enjoyed

by them before , or them that have slain Brāhmanas , o
r

them

that have killed kine , a ? or them that eat sugared milk and rice ,

o
r

food prepared o
f barley , or potherbs , ordishes prepared o
f milk ,

sessimum , and rice , or thin cakes o
f

powdered barley fried in

clarified butter , or other kinds o
f

cakes , or meat ,without having

dedicated the same to the gods , 28 — even those regions shall
speedily b

emine if I do not slay Jayadratha ! Those regions t
o

which they g
o that offer insults to Brāhmanas devoted to the

study of the Vedas o
r otherwise worthy o
f respect or to those

that are venerable in years o
r to those that are righteous o
r to

those that are their preceptors , (those regions shall speedily b
e

mine if I do not slay Jayadratha ! ) That end which becomes
theirs who touch Brāhmanas o

r

fire with the feet , that end

which becomes theirs who throw phlegm and excrete and eject

urine into the water , even that miserable end shall b
e mine if

I do not slay Jayadratha 1
2
5
– 31 That end which is his who

bathes ( in water ) in a state o
f nudity , or his who does not hos
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pitably entertain a guest , that end which is theirs who receive
bribes, speak falsehoods , and deceive and cheat others,sº that
end which is theirs who offend against their own souls, or who
falsely utter praises (of others ), or of those low wretches who eat
sweatmeats in the sight of servants and sons and wives and

dependents without sharing the same with these , that awful end

shall bemine if I do not slay Jayadratha !53-84 That end which
overtakes the wretch of ruthless soul who without support

in : a righteous and obedient protege casts him o
ff , or h
im

who , without giving unto a deserving neighbour the offerings in

Grāddhas , giveth them away unto those that deserve them not ,

that end which overtakes them who marry girls called Vrishalis ,

that end which is his who drinks wine , or hi
s

who insults

those that are worthy o
f respect , or his who is ungrateful , or

his who speaketh ill of his brothers , that end shall soon be
mine if I do not slay Jayadratha £

8
6
- 37 The end o
f all those

sinful persons whom I have notmentioned , as also of those whom

I have mentioned , shall soon b
e attained b
y

me , 88 if , after this
night passes away , I do not slay Jayadratha tomorrow !

" ' - Listen now to another oath o
f

mine ! 99 If tomorrow ' s

Sun sets without my slaying that wretch , then even here I

shall enter the blazing fire ! 40 Y
e

Asuras and gods and men ,

y
e

birds and snakes , y
e Pitris and al
l

wanderers o
f

the night ,

y
e regenerate Rishis and celestial Rishis , ye mobile and im

mobile creatures , y
e

all that I have notmentioned , ye will not
succeed in protecting my foe from me 14

1

If he enters the abode

o
f

the nether region , or ascends the firmament , or repairs to

the celestials , or the realms of the Daityas , I shall still ,

with a hundred arrows , assuredly cut o
ff , on the expiration

o
f

this night , the head of Abhimanyu ' s foe ! 42 _ '

"Sanjaya continued , — 'Having uttered these words , Arjuna
begaan to stretch Gāndiva with both his arms . Transcending
Arjuna ' s voice the sound o

f that bow rose and touched the
very heavens . 48 After Arjuna had taken that oath , Janār
ddana , filled with wrath , blew his conch Pānchajanya . And
Phālguna blew Devadatta . 44 The great conch Panchajunya ,

well -filled with the wind from Krishna ' s mouth , produced a

loud blare . And that blare made the regents of the cardinal

2
6
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and the subsidiary points , the nether regions , and the whole

universe , to tremble like to what happens at the end of the
Yuga .48 Indeed , after the high - souled Arjuna had taken that
oath , the sound of thousands of musical instruments and loud

leonine roars arose from the Pāndava camp.'” #6

SECTION LXXIV . .

" Sanjaya said , — When the spies (of Duryodhana ), having

heard that loud uproar made by the Pāndavas desirous of vic
tory , informed (their masters of the cause ), Jayadratha , over
whelmed with sorrow , and with heart stupified by grief , ard like
one sinking in a fathomless ocean of distress , slowly rose up, and
having reflected fo

r
a long while , proceeded to the assembly o
f

the kings . Reflecting fo
r
a while in the presence o
f

those gods

among men , 1 - 3 Jayadratha , in fear of Abhimanyu ' s father and
covered with shame , said these words : — He who in Pāndu ' s

soil was begotten by Indra under the influence o
f

desire , that

wicked wretch is thinking of despatching me to the abode o
f

Yama ! Blessed b
e y
e , I shall , therefore , go back to my home

from desire o
f

life ! O
r , ye bulls among Kshatriyas , protect

me b
y

the force o
f your weapons ! Pārtha seeks to slay me .

Y
e

heroes , make me fearless ! Drona and Duryodhana and
Kripa , and Karna , and the ruler of the Madras , and Vālhika ,

and Duscāsana and others , are capable o
f protecting a person

who is afflicted b
y

Yama himself ! " When , however , I am

threatened by Phālguna alone , will not a
ll

these lords o
f

Earth ,

will not al
l
o
f you , joined together , be able to protect me ?

Having heard the shouts o
f joy o
f

the Pāndavas , great hath
been my fear . My limbs , y

e

lords o
f

Earth , have become
powerless like those o

f
a person o
n the point o
f

death ! With
out doubt , the wielder of Gāndiva hath vowed my death ! It

is for this that the Pāndavas are shouting in jo
y

a
t
a time when

they should weep ! Let alone the rulers o
f

men , the very
gods and Gandharvas , the Asurās , the Uragas , and the Ra
kshusus , cannot venture to baffle a vow o

f Arjuna ! " There

fore , ye bulls among men , blessed b
e

y
e , give me permission

( to leave the Kuru camp ) . I want to make myself scarce . The
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wn

Pandavas will no longer be able to find me !13_ While indulging

in such lamentations , with heart agitated by fear , king Duryo

dhana , always looking upon the accomplishment of his own
business to be preferable to everything else, said unto h

im these

words : 13 _ Do not fear , 0 tiger among men ! O bull among
men , who will seek to encounter thee in battle when thou wilt .

stay in the midst o
f

these Kshatriya heroes ! ! * Myself , Vikar
tana ' s son Karna , Chitrasena , Vivingçati , Bhuriçravas , Cala ,

Calya , the invincible Vrishasena , Purumitra , Jaya , Bhoja ,

Sudakshina the ruler of the Kāmvojas , Satyavrata , themighty

armed Vikarna , Durmukha , ' & Duscāsana , Suvāhu , the ruler of

the Kalingas with his weapons upraised , Vinda and Anuvinda

o
f

Avanti , Drona , Drona ' s so
n , and Cuvala ' s son (Cakuni ) , " ?

— these and numerous other kings will , with their forces , march .

to battle , surrounding thee o
n all sides ! Let the fever o
f thy

heart , therefore , be dispelled ! 18 Thou art thyself one of the
foremost o

f

car -warriors ! O thou o
f

immeasurable splendour ,

thou thyself art a hero ! Being what thou art , how canst thou

then see any cause o
f

fear , 0 king o
f the Sindhus ? " The

eleven Akshauhinis o
f troops I own will carefully fight fo
r

protecting thee ! Therefore , do not fear , o king o
f

the Sin
dhus ! Let thy fears be dispelled 1

3
0
—

" Sanjaya continued , — Thus comforted , O monarch , b
y

thy

son , the king of the Sindhus then , accompanied b
y

Duryodhana ,

repaired that very night to Drona (the generalissimo o
f

the

Kuru army ) . Then , o king , having touched Drona ' s feet
with reverence , and taken his seat with humility , he asked h

is

preceptor these words : 28 _ In hitting the a
im , in hitting it from

a distance , in lightness of hand , and in the force o
f the stroke ,

O illustrious one , tell the difference between myself and Phāl
guna ! 23 O preceptor , I wish to know accurately the difference

a
s regards proficiency ( in the science o
f

arms ) between myself

and Arjuna ' Say it unto me truly : - *

“ Drona said , - Of tutorial instruction , both o
f you , i , e . ,

thyself and Arjuna , have had the same measure , O son ! In

consequence , however , of yoga and the hard life led b
y

Arjuna ,

h
e

is superior to thee ! 25 Thou shouldst not , however , for
any reason ; cherish fear of Pārtha ! Without doubt , I will
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O son , protect thee from this fear !*6 The very gods cannot
prevail over him who is protected by my arms ! I will
form an array which Pārtha will not succeed in piercing !*97

Therefore, contend thou in battle , do not fear , observing the
duties of thy own order ! O mighty car -warrior , tread in the
track of thy sires and grandsires !28 Having duly studied the

Vedas, thou hast poured libations , according to the ordinance ,
on the fi

re ! Thou hast also performed many sacrifices . Death
cannot , therefore , te an object of terror to thee ! * (For if

thou diest ) , attaining then to that great good fortune which

is unattainable by vile men , thou wilt acquire all those excel
lent regions in heaven that are acquirable by the might of one ' s

arms ! 30 The Kauravas , the Pāndavas , the Vrishnis , and other
men , as also myself with my son , are all mortal and short
lived ! Think o

f this : 31 One after another , all of us , slain by

Timewhich is all powerful , shall go to the other world , bearing
with u

s only our respective deeds ? 3 Those regions that ascetics
acquire b

y undergoing severe penances , those regions are ac
quired by hervic Kshatriyas that are observant of the duties of

their order . 83 _ Even thus was the ruler of the Sindhus comfort

e
d b
y

Bharadwāja ' s son . Banishing his fear of Pārtha , he set
his heart on battle . 34 Then , O king , thy troops also felt great
delight , and the loud sound of musical instruments was heard ,

mingled with leonine shouts . ' " 35

SECTION LXXV .

Sanjaya said , — ' After Pārtha had vowed the slaughter o
f

the ruler o
f

the Sindhus , the mighty -armed Vasudeva address

e
d Dhananjaya and said , — With the consent o
f thy brothers

(alone , but without consulting me ) , thou hast vowed , saying ,

Iwill slay the ruler of the Sindhus ! — This hath been a
n act

o
f

great rashness ( on thy part ) ! Without consulting with me

thou hast taken u
p
a great weight (upon thy shoulders ) ! Alas ,

how shall we escape the ridicule o
f a
ll

men ! I had sent some
spies into the camp o

f Dhritarāshtra ' s son . Those spies , quick

* Literally , " in crossing . " - T
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ly coming untome, gave me this information , viz ., that after

thou , O lord , hadst vowed to slay the ruler of the Sindhus, loud

leonine shouts , mingled with the noise of (our ) musical instru

ments , were heard by the Dhārtarāshtras . In consequence of
that uproar , the Dhārtarāshtras , with their well-wishers , be
came terrified . — These leonine shouts are not causeless :
thought they , and waited ( fo

r

what would ensue ) . O thou , of

mighty arms , an uproarious d
in then arose amongst the Kaura

vas , of their elephants and steeds and infantry . And a terrible
rattle was also heard o

f

their cars . ? - Having heard o
f

the

death o
f Abhimanyu , Dhananjaya , deeply afflicted , will in

wrath come out in the night fo
r

battle ! - thinking even thus ,

they waited (ready fo
r

battle ) . While preparing themselves ,

O thou o
f eyes like lotus petals , they then learnt truly the vow

about the slaughter o
f

the ruler o
f

the Sindhus , made b
y

thee

that art wedded to truth . * ' Then al
l

the counsellors o
f Suyo

dhana became heartless and frightened like little animals . As re

gards king Jayadratha , ' ' that ruler of the Sindhus and the Sauvi
ras , overwhelmed with grief and becoming thoroughly cheerless ,

h
e

stood u
p

and entered his own tent with a
ll

h
is

counsellors . "

Having consulted (with them ) about every remedy that could

benefit him a
t
a time when h
e

stood in need o
f

consultation ,

h
e proceeded to the assembly o
f the (allied ) kings and there

said these words unto Suyodhana : 42 — Dhananjaya , thinking me

to b
e

the slayer o
f his so
n , will tomorrow encounter me in

batttle ! He hath , in the midst of his army , vowed to slay

me ! 13 That vow o
f Savyasāchin the very gods and Gandhar

vas and Asuras and Uragas and Rakshasas cannot venture to

frustrate ! ' * Protect me , therefore , ye all in battle ! Let not
Dhananjaya , placing his foot o

n your head , succeed in hitting

the mark ! Let the proper arrangements b
emade in respect of

this matter ! 15 Or , if , 0 delighter o
f the Kurus , you think

that you will not succeed in protecting me in battle , grant me

* The Bengal reading Satyavratais in the first line of 9 is vicious . I

adopt the Bombay reading Satyvatas , qualifying tava . To suppose that
Krishna paid such a compliment to the Kauravas a

s is implied b
y

the

Benzal reading is a
n absurdity . - T .
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permission then , O king, so that I may return home !" _ Thus
addressed (by Jayadratha ), Suyodhana became cheerless and sat,
hanging down his head . Ascertaining that Jayadratha was in
a great fright, Suyodhana began to reflect in silence. ? Be
holding the Kuru king to be greatly afflicted , king Jayadratha
the ruler of the Sindhus slowly said these words having a bene
ficial reference to himself :18— I do not behold here that bow
man of superior energy who can baffle with his weapons the
weapons of Arjuna in great battle !" Who, even if it be Cata
krutu himself , will stay in front of Arjuna having Vāsudeva

fo
r

h
is ally , while wielding the bow Gāndiva ? 20 It is heard

that the lord Maheçwara himself of supreme energy had been

encountered , before this , b
y

Pārtha o
n foot , on the mountains

o
f

Himavat ! * 1 Urged b
y

the chief of the celestials , he slew ,

o
n
a single car , a thousand Dānavas dwelling in Hiranya

pura ! That so
n

o
f Kunti is now allied with Vāsudeva o
f

great intelligence . I think that he is competent to slay the

three worlds including the very gods . I wish that you will
either grant me permission ( to leave the field fo

r my home )

o
r

that the high -souled and heroic Drona with his son will
protect me ! O

r , I would await thy pleasure ! 4 _ 0 Arjuna ,

(thus addressed b
y

Jayadratha ) king Suyodhana humbly be
seeched the preceptor in this matter . * All remedial measures
have been adopted . Cars and steeds have been arranged . as

Karna and Bhuriçravas , and Drona ' s son , and the invincible
Vrishasena , and Kripa , and the ruler of the Madras , — these si

x

will be in ( Jayadratha ' s ) van . " Drona will form a
n array half

o
f

which will be a Çakatat and half a lotus . In themiddle of

o
f

the leaves o
f

that lotus will be a needle -mouthed array .

Jayadratha , 27 that ruler of the Sindhus difficult o
f being con

quered in battle , will take his stand , b
y

it , protected b
y

heroes ! In (the use o
f
) the bow , in weapons , in prowess , in

strength , and also in lineage , 28 those si
x

car -warriors , 0 Pārtha ,

are , without doubt , exceedingly difficult of being borne . With

* I . e . , added his voice to that o
f Jayadratha , requesting Drona to

protect the latter . - T .

† A kind o
f car or vehicle . - T . .
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out first vanquishing those si
x

car -warriors , access to Jaya

dratha will not b
e

had . a ' Think , 0 Arjuna , of the prowess

o
f

each o
f

those six . O tiger among men ,when united together ,

they are not capable o
f being easily vanquished ! Bº We should ,

therefore , once again , take counsel with well -wishing counsellors
conversant with policy , for our benefit and fo

r

the success o
f

our object ! _ ! " 3
1

SECTION LXXVI .

“ Arjuna said , — These si
x

car -warriors of the Dhārtarāshtra
army whom thou regardest to b

e
so strong , their (united ) energy ,

I think , is not equal to even half of mine ! Thou shalt se
e , O

slayer o
f

Madhu , the weapons o
f a
ll

these cut o
ff

and baffled

b
y

me when I go against them for slaying Jayadratha 1
8 In

the very sight of Drona and a
ll

his men , I will fell the head

o
f the ruler o
f the Sindhus , on the Earth , beholding which

they will indulge in lamentations . If the Saddhyas , the
Rudras , the Vasus with the Açwins , the Maruts with Indra ( at
their head ) , the Viçwedevas with the other gods , the Pitris ,
the Gandharvas , Garuda , the Ocean , the mountains , the firma
ment , Heaven , Earth , the point o

f the compass (cardinal and
subsidiary ) , and the regents of those points , all the creatures
that are domestic and a

ll

that are wild , in fact , if al
l

the mobile

and the immobile beings together , become the protectors of

the ruler of the Sindhus , ye
t
, 0 slayer of Madhu , shalt thou

behold Jayadratha slain b
y

me tomorrow in battle with my

arrows ! O Krishna , I swear b
y

Truth , I touch myweapons (and
swear b

y

them ) , ' that I shall , O Keçava , at the very outset ,

encounter that Drona , that mighty bowman , who hath become

the protector o
f that sinful wretch Jayadratha ! 8 Suyodhana

thinks that this game ( o
f

battle ) resteth o
n Drona ! Therefore ,

piercing through the very van commanded b
y

Drona himself .

I shall get at Jayadratha ! ' Thou shalt tomorrow behold the
mightiest of bowmen riven b

y

me in battle b
y

means o
f my

shafts endued with fierce energy , like summits o
f
a hill riven

b
y

the thunder ! 10 Blood shall flow ( in torrents ) from the

breasts o
f

fallen men and elephants and steeds split open by
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whetted shafts falling fast upon them !" The shafts shot from

Gāndiva , fleet as the mind or the wind , will deprive thousands
of men and elephants and steeds of life !12 Men will behold in
tomorrow 's battle those weapons which I have obtained from

Yama and Kuvera and Varuna and Indra and Rudra !13 Thou

shalt behold in tomorrow 's battle the weapons of al
l

those who

come to protect the ruler o
f the Sindhus , baffled by me with

my Brahma weapon ! 14 Thou shalt in tomorrow ' s battle , O

Keçava , behold the Earth strewn by me with the heads o
f

kings cut off b
y

the force o
f my shafts ! 15 ( Tomorrow ) I shall

gratify all cannibals , rout the fo
e , galdden my friends , and

crush the ruler o
f the Sindhus ! A great offender , one who

hath not acted like a relative , born in a sinful country , the
ruler of the Sindhus , slain b

y

me ,will sadden his own . " ? Thou
shalt behold that ruler of the Sindhus , of sinful behaviour , and

On the morrow , O Krishna , I shall do that which shall make
Suyodhana think that there is no other bowman in the world

who is equal to me ! 19 My Gāndiva is a celestial bow ! Imy
self a

m the warrior , O bull among men ! Thou , O Hrishikeçæ ,
art the charioteer ! What is there that I will not be able to

attainable b
y

me in battle ? Knowing my prowess to b
e incap

able o
f being resisted , why , O Hrishikeça , dost thou yet rebuke

mc ? 21 As Lakshmi is ever present in Soma , as water is ever
present in the Ocean , know this , 0 Janārddana , that even so is

my vow ever accomplished ! 2 Do not think lightly o
f my

weapons ! Do not think lightly o
f my tough bow ! D
o

not
think lightly o

f th
e

might o
f my arms ! Do not think lightly

o
f Dhananjaya ! 23 I shall go to battle in such a way that I

shall truly win and not lose ! When I have vowed it , know that
Jayadratha hath already been slain in battle 1

2
4

Verily , in the
Brāhmana is truth ; verily , in the righteous is humility ; verily ,

in sacrifice is prosperity ; verily , in Nārāyana is victory ! - ' 25

" Sanjaya continued , — *Having said these words unto Hrishi
keça , having himself said so unto his own self , Arjuna the son

Keçava , 26 saying , Thou shouldst , O Krishna , so act that my
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carmy be well equipt as soon as this night dawns, since grave

is the task that is at hand !— '°28

SECTION LXXVII .

" Sanjaya said , — Both Vāsudeva and Dhananjaya , afflicted
with sorrow and grief, and frequently sighing like two snakes,
got no sleep that night . Understanding that both Nara and
Nārāyana were in rage , the gods with Vāsava became very
anxious , thinking,- -What will come of it ? _ Fierce winds ,
that were again dry and foreboded danger , began to blow . A
headless trunk and a mace appeared on the dise of the suns

And although itwas cloudless , frequent thunders were heard , of
loud report , mixed with flashes of lightning . The Earth , with
her mountains and waters and forests, shook .* The seas, those
habitations of Makaras , swelled , o king, in agitation . The

rivers ran in directions opposite to their usual courses. The
nether and upper lips of car-warriors and steeds and men and
elephants began to tremble . And as if fo

r

gladdening the

cannibals , on that occasion foreboding a great accession of popu
lation to the domains of Yama , the animals ( on the field )

began to eject urine and excreta , and utter loud cries o
f woe .

Beholding these fierce omens thatmade the hair to stand o
n

end , ' and hearing also of the fierce vow o
f the mighty Arjuna ,

a
ll thy warriors , O bull of Bharata ' s race , became exceedingly

agitated . Then the mighty -armed son o
f

Pākaçāsana said

unto Krishna , - Go , and comfort thy sister Subhadrā with her
daughter - in - la

w

! And , O Mādhava , le
t

also that daughter -in

la
w , and h
e
r

companions , be comforted b
y

thee ! Olid , com
fort them with soothing words that are again fraught with

truth ! — Thus addressed , Vāsudeva , with a cheerless heart ,

wending to Arjuna ' s abode ,began to comfort his sorrowing sister

amicted with grief on account of the death of her son . "

“ Vāsudeva said , - lady of Vrishni ' s race , do not grieve ,

with thy daughter - in - law , fo
r

thy son ! O timid one , al
l

crea
tures have but one end ordained b

y

Time ! " The end that thy

so
n

hath met with becometh a hero o
f

proud lineage , especially
one who is a Kshatriya ! Do not , therefore , grieve ! " 8 B

y

good

2
7
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luck it is that thatmighty car -warrior of great wisdom , of pro
wess equal to that of his father, hath , after the Kshatriya cus
tom ,met with an end that is coveted by heroes ! 4 Having van
quished numberless foes and despatched them unto Yama's pre
sence , he hath himself repaired to those eternal regions , that
grant the fruition of every wish , and that are fo

r

the righteous ! ' S

Thy son hath attained that end which the righteous attain b
y

penances , by Brahmacharya , by knowledge o
f the scriptures ,

and b
y

wisdom ! 6 The mother o
f
a hero , the wife o
f

a hero , the
daughter o

f
a hero , and a kinswoman of heroes , O amiable one ,

grieve not thou for thy son who hath obtained the supreme

end ! ? The wretched ruler o
f

the Sindhus , o beautiful lady ,

that murderer o
f
a child , that perpetrator of a sinful act , shall ,

with his friends and kinsmen , obtain the fruit of this arrogance

o
f

h
is
o
n the expiry o
f

this night ! Even if h
e

enters the abode

o
f

Indra himself , hewill not escape from the hands o
f Pār

tha ! 18 - 19 Tomorrow thou shalt hear that the head of the ruler

o
f the Sindhus hath , in battle , been cut of
f

from his trunk to

roll on the outskirts of Samantapanchaka ! Dispel thy sorrow ,

and d
o not grieve : 20 Keeping the duties of a Kshatriya before

him , thy brave son hath attained the end of the righteous , that
end , viz . , which we here expect to obtain a

s

also others that

bear arms a
s
a profession . ' Of broad chest , mighty -arms , un

returning , a crusher o
f car -warriors , thy son , O beautiful lady ,

hath gone to heaven ! Drive away this fever ( o
f thy heart ) 12
8

Obedient to his sires and maternal relations , that heroic and
mighty car -warrior of great prowess hath fallen a prey to death ,

after having slain thousands o
f

foes ! 23 Comfort thy daughter

in -law , O queen ! Do not grieve too much , 0 Kshatriya lady !

Drive away thy grief , O daughter , as thou shalt hear such
agreeable news on themorrow ! 24 Thatwhich Pārtha hath vowed

must b
e accomplished . It cannot b
e

otherwise ! That which

is sought to be done b
y

thy husband ca
n

never remain unaccom
plished 1

2
5

Even if a
ll

human beings and snakes and Piçachas ,

and a
ll

the wanderers o
f the night and birds , and a
ll

the gods

and the Asuras , aid the ruler of the Sindhus o
n the field o
f

battle , he shall still , with them , cease to exist tomorrow ! - ' " 25



Parra .)

SECTION LXXVIII .

* Sanjaya said , - 'Hearing these words of the high- souled
Kecava , Subhadrā , afflicted with grief on account of the death
of her son , began to indulge in these piteous lamentations :' - Ob

so
n

o
fmywretched self , O thou that wast in prowess to equal thy

father , O child , how couldst thou perish , going to battle ! Alas ,

how doth that face o
f

thine which resembleth the blue lotus and

is graced with beautiful teeth and excellent eyes , now seem ,

now that , О child , it is covered with battle ' s dust ? Without
doubt , thee so brave and unreturning , thee fallen o

n the field ,

with beautiful head and neck and arms , with broad chest , lo
w

belly , * thy limbs decked with ornaments , thee that art endued

with beautiful eyes , thee that art mangled with weapon -wounds ,

thee all creatures are , without doubt , beholding a
s the rising

moon ! Alas , thou whose bed used to be overlaid with the whiteste
and costliest sheets , alas , deserving a

s thou art of every luxury ,
how dost thou sleep today o

n the bare earth , thy body pierced
with arrows ? That hero o

f mighty arms who used o
f

o
ld to

b
e waited upon b
y

foremost o
f

beautiful women , alas , how can

h
e , fallen on th
e

field o
f battle , pass his time now in the com

pany o
f jackalls ? ? He who of ol
d

was praised with hymns b
y

singers and bards and panegyrists , alas , he is today cheered by

fierce and yelling cannibals and beasts o
f prey ! By whom ,

alas , hast thou been helplessly slain when thou hadst the Pān
davas , O lord , and the heroes of the Vrishni race , and a

ll the
Pānchālas , fo

r

thy protectors ? O
h

so
n , Oh sinless one , I am

not yet satiated with looking a
t

thee ! Wretched a
s I am , it is

evident that I shall have to g
o

to Yama ' s abode ! When
again shall I cast my eyes o

n that face o
f

thine decked with
large eyes and beautiful locks , that smooth face without pimp

le
s , from which sweet words and excellent perfumes constantly

issued ? ! ? Fie o
n the strength o
f

Bhimasena , on the bowman
ship o

f

Pārtha , on the prowess of the Vrishni heroes , and the
might o

f

the Pānchālas ! Fie o
n the Kaikeyas , the Chedis ,

the Matsyas ,and the Srinjayas , they that could not protect thee ,

O hero , while engaged in battle ! ! 3 I behold the Earth today to



212 [PRATIISA 'MAHABHARATA ,

be empty and cheerless ! Without seeing my Abhimanyu , my
eyes are troubled with affliction ! * Thou wast the sister's so

n

o
f

Vāsudeva , the son o
f the wielder o
f

Gāndiva , and thyself ,

a hero and a
n Atiratha ! Alas , how shall I behold thee slain ! ' 5

Alas , O hero , thou hast been tome like a treasure in a dream ,

that is , seen and lost ! Oh , everything human is a
s transitory

a
s
a bubble o
f water ! This thy young wife overwhelmed

with grief on account o
f the evil that hath befallen thee ,

alas , how shall I comfort her who is even like a cow without

her calf ! ! ? Alas , O son , thou hast prematurely fled from me at

a time when thou wast about to bear fruit , although I am long
ing for a sight o

f

thee ! ! 8 Without doubt , the conduct o
f

the

Destroyer cannot b
e

understood b
y

even the wise , since a
l

though thou hadst Keçava fo
r thy protector thou wast yet

slain a
s if thou wast perfectly helpless ? O son , le
t

that end

be thine which is theirs that perform sacrifices , and theirs that

are Brāhmanas o
f purified soul , and theirs that have practised

Brahmacharya , and theirs that have bathed in sacred waters ,

and theirs that are gratefuland charitable and devoted to the

service o
f

their preceptors , and theirs that have made sacrificial
presents in profusion : 20 - 26 That end which is theirs that are

brave and unreturning while engaged in battle , or theirs that

have fallen in battle , having slain their fues , le
t

that end

b
e

thine 2
2 That auspicious end which is theirs that have

given away a thousand kine , or theirs that have given away

in sacrifices , or theirs that give away houses and mansions

away gems and jewels to deserving Brāhmanas , or theirs that
are punishers o

f crime , 0 , let that end b
e thine ? * * That end

which is attained b
y

Munis of rigid vows b
y

Brahmacharya ,

o
r

that which is attained b
y

those women that adhere to but

one husband , O son , le
t

that end b
e thine ! That eternal end

which is attained b
y

kings by means o
f

good behaviour , or by

those persons that have cleansed themselves b
y

leading , one

observance o
f

their duties , 28 that end which is theirs that a
re

compassionate to the poor and the distressed , or theirs that
equitably divide sweets amongst themselves and their depen
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dants , or theirs that are never addicted to deceit and wicked
ness, O son , let that end be thine 1

8
7

That end which is theirs

that a
re observant o
f vows , or theirs that a
re virtuous , or

theirs that are devoted to the service o
f preceptors , or theirs

that have never sent away a guest unentertained , O son , let
that end b

e

thine ! 38 That end which is theirs that in distress

and the most difficult straits succeed in preserving the equani
mity o

f

their souls however much scorched they might b
e

b
y

the fire o
f grief , O son , let that end b
e

thine ! 29 Oson ,

let that end b
e thine which is theirs that are always dovoted to

the service o
f

their fathers and mothers , or theirs that are de
voted to their own wives only ! 30 O son , let that end b

e thine

which is attained b
y

those wise men who , restraining them
selves from the wives o

f

others , seek the companionship of only
their own wives in season ! 81 Oson , let that end b

e

thine

which is theirs that look upon a
ll

creatures with a
n eye o
f peace ,

o
r theirs that never give pain to others , or theirs that always

forgive 1
8
3

O so
n , le
t

that end be thine which is theirs that

abstain from honey , meat , wine , pride , and untruth , or theirs
that have refrained from giving pain to others ! " Let that
goal be thine which they attain that are modest , acquainted

with a
ll

the scriptures , content with knowledge , and have their
passions under control ! " _

“ And while the cheerless Subhadrā , afflicted with grief ,

was indulging in such lamentations , the princess of Pānchāla

(Draupadi ) , accompanied b
y

Virāta ' s daughter (Uttarā ) , came

to her . " All of them , in great grief , wept copiously and in

dulged in heart -rending lamentations . And like persons reft of

reason b
y

sorrow , they swooned away and fell down o
n the

earth . Then Krishna , who stood ready with water , deeply
afflicted , spinkled it over h

is weeping , insensible , and trembling

sister pierced in her very heart , and comforting her , said what
should b

e

said o
n

such a
n occasion . And the lotus -eyed one

said , 37 - 38 _ Grieve not , O Subhadrā ! O Pānchāli , comfort
Uttarā ! Abhimanyu , that bull among Kshatriyas , hath obtain

e
d the most laudable goa ! 13
9

O thou o
f

beautiful face , le
t

a
ll

th
e

other men yet alive in our race obtain that goal which
Abhimanyu of great fame hath obtained 1
4
0

Ourselves with all
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our friends , wish to achieve , in this battle , that feat, the like
of which , O lady, thy so

n , that mighty car -warrior , hath
achieved without any assistance ! * ! - Having comforted his sister
and Draupadi and Uttarā thus , that chastiser of foes , viz . , th

e

mighty -armed (Krishna ) , returned to Pārtha ' s side . 42 Then
Krishna , saluting the kings , his friends , and Arjuna , entered
the inner apartments o

f
the latter ' s ) tent , while those kings

also repaired to their respective abodes . ' ' 48

SECTION LXXIX .

" Sanjaya said , — Then the lord Keçava , of eyes like lotus
petals , having entered the unrivalled mansion o

f Arjuna , touch

e
d water , and spread ( fo
r

Arjuna ) on the auspicious and even
floor an excellent bed o

f

Kuca blades that were o
f

the hue o
f

the lapis lazuli . And keeping excellent weapons around that
bed , he adorned it duly with garlands of flowers and fried paddy

and perfumes and other auspicious articles . And after Pārtha

(also ) had touched water , meek and submissive attendants 1 - 3
brought the usual nightly sacrifice to the Three -eyed (Mahā
deva ) , Then Pārtha , with a cheerful soul , having decked Mā
dhava with perfumes and floral garlands , presented unto Mahā
deva the nightly offering . * Then Govinda , with a faint smile ,

addressed Pārtha , saying , 4 - 5 _ Blessed b
e

thou , O Pārtha , lay
thyself down , I leave thee ! - Placing door -keepers then ,and also
sentinels well -armed , the blessed Keçava , followed b

y
(his

charioteer ) Dăruka , repaired to his own tent . He then laid
himself down o

n his white bed , and thought of diverse measures

to b
e adopted . And the illustrious (Keçava ) of eyes like lotus

leaves , began , fo
r

Pārtha ' s sake , to think o
f

various acts that
would dispel (Pārtha ' s ) grief and sorrow and enhance his prow
ess and splendour . Of soul rapt in yoga , that Supreme Lord

o
f

a
ll , viz . , Vishnu o
f

wide -spread fame , who always did what
wis agree able to Jishnu , desirous of benefiting (Arjuna ) , had
recourse to yoga meditation . There was none in the Pāndava

* Nilakantha supposes that tasmai here refers to the Three -eyed

and not to Krishna . This seems to be right . - T .
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camp who slept that night. Wakefulness possessed every one,
O monarch ,10 And everybody (in the Pāndava camp) thought

of this , viz., — The high -souled wielder of Gandiva , burning
with grief fo

r
the death o

f his son , hath suddenly vowed
the slaughter o

f
the ruler o

f

the Sindhus ! How , indeed , will
that slayer o

f

hostile heroes , that son o
f Vāsava , that mighty

armed warrior , accomplish his vow ? 11 - 18 The high - souled son of

Pāndu hath , indeed ,made a most difficult resolve ! King Jaya

dratha is endued with mighty energy ! O
h , le
t

Arjuna succeed

in accomplishing his vow ! 13 Difficult is that vow which h
e ,

afflicted with grief o
n account of his son , hath made ! Duryo

dhana ' s brothers a
re a
ll possessed o
f great prowess . His force

also is countless . The son o
f

Dhritarăshtra hath assigned a
ll

these to Jayadratha ( as his protectors ) . Oh , let Dhananjaya

come back ( to the camp ) , having slain the ruler of the Sindhus

in battle ! 15 Vanquishing his foes , le
t

Arjuna accomplish h
is

vow ! If h
e

fails to slay the ruler o
f

the Sindhus tomorrow ,

h
ewill certainly enter the blazing fire ! 16 Dhananjaya the son

o
f

Prithā will not dare to falsify his oath ! If Arjuna dies ,
how will the son o

f Dharma succeed in recovering his king

dom ? ? Indeed , ( Yudhishthira ) the son of Pāndu , hath reposed

( a
ll

his hopes o
f
) victory o
n Arjuna ! If we have achieved any

(religious ) merit , if w
e

have ever poured libations o
f

clari
fied butter o

n the fire , 18 le
t Savyasāchin , aided b
y

the fruits
thereof , vanquish all his foes ! — Thus talking , o lord , with
one another about the victory o

f

the morrow ) , " that long
night , O king , of theirs at last passed away . In the middle of

the night , Janārddana , having awaked , aº remembered Pārtha ' s

vow , and addressing (his charioteer ) Dăruka , said , - Arjuna , in

grief fo
r

the death o
f

his so
n , hath vowed , a ' O Dāruka , that

before tomorrow ' s sun goes down h
e will slay Jayadratha !

Hearing o
f

this , Duryodhana will assuredly take counsel with
his counsellors , " about how Pārtha may fail to achieve his
object ! His several Akshauhinis o

f troops will protect Jaya

dratha . 2 : Fully conversant with the rules about applying a
ll

weapons , Drona also , with his son , will protect him . That
matchless hero , the Thousand -eyed ( Indra himself ) ,that crusher

o
f

the pride o
f Daityas and Dänavas , 24 cannot venture to slay



216 [PRATIJNAMAHABHARATA ,

h
im in battle who is protected b
y

Drona ! I , therefore , will do

that tomorrow by which Arjuna the son o
f Kuntias may slay

Jayadratha before the Sun sets ! My wives , my friends ,my
kinsmen , my relatives , 26 none amongst these is dearer to me
than Arjuna ! O Dāruka , I shall not be able to cast my eyes ,

even fo
r

a single moment , on the Earth bereft of Arjuna !

I tell thee , the Earth shall not b
e reft o
f Arjuna ! Myself

vanquishing them a
ll

with their steeds and elephants b
y

putting forth my strength fo
r

the sake of Arjuna , even I will
slay them with Karna and Suyodhana ! Let the three worlds

tomorrow behold my prowess in great battle , 37 - 39 when I put
forth my valor , O Dāruka , fo

r
Dhananjaya ' s sake ! Tomorrow

thousands o
f kings and hundreds o
f princes , so with their steeds

and cars and elephants , will , O Dāruka , fy away from battle !

Thou shalt tomorrow , O Dāruka , behold that army o
f kings

overthrown and crushed with my discussi b
y myself in wrath

fo
r

the sake o
f

the son of Pāndu ! Tomorrow the (three ) worlds
with the gods , the Gandharvas , the Piçachas , the Snakes , and
the Rākshasas , 32 willknow me as a ( true ) friend of Savyasāchin .

He that hateth him , hateth me . He that followeth him , follow
eth me . 38 Thou hast intelligence . Know that Arjuna is half my
body ! When morning comes after the expiry o

f

this night ,
thou , O Dāruka , equipping my excellent car according to th

e

rules of military science , must bring it and follow me with it

carefully . Placing o
n
itmy celestialmace called Kaumodaki ,

my dart , and discus , and bow and arrows , and every other
neccessary , O Suta , and making room o

n the terrace o
f my ca
r

fo
rmy standard and fo
r

the heroic Garuda thereon that adorns
my umbrella , and yoking thereto my foremost of steeds named
Valāhaka and Meghapushpa and Caivya and Sugriva , having

cased them in golden mail of the splendour o
f

the Sun and the

fire , and thyself putting o
n thy armour , stay o
n

it carefully .

Upon hearing the loud and terrible blast of my conch Pancha
janya emitting the shrill Rishava note , * thou wilt come quickly

to me . In course of a single day , 0 Dāruka , I shall dispel the
wrath and the diverse woes o

fmy cousin , th
e

so
n

o
fmy pater

* The second note o
f

the Hindu gamut . - T .
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nal aunt ! By every means shall I strive so that Vibhatsu in
battle may slay Jayadratha in the very sight of the Dhārtarāsh

tras ! O charioteer , I tell thee that Vibhatsu will certainly suc

ceed in slaying all those fo
r

whose slaughter h
e

will strive ! — 34 – 42

“ Dāruka said , - He is certain to have victory whose chariot

eership , 0 tiger among men , hath been taken b
y

thee !

Whence , indeed , can defeat come to h
im

? 4
3 A
s regards my

self , I will do that which thou hast commanded me to d
o . This

night will bring ( on its train ) the auspicious morn fo
r

Arjuna ' s

victory ! - ' " 44

SECTION LXXX .

"Sanjaya said , – *Kunti ' s so
n

Dhananjaya , of inconceivable
prowess , thinking o

f

how to accomplish his vow , recollected

themantras (given to hi
m b
y

Vyāsa ) . And soon h
e

was lulled

in the arms o
f

sleep , ' Unto that ape -bannered hero burning
with grief and immersed in thought , Keçava , having Garuda

o
n his banner , appeared in a dream . ” Dhananjaya o
f righteous

soul , in consequence o
f

his love and veneration fo
r

Kecava ,

never omitted under any circumstances to stand u
p

and advance

a fe
w steps fo
r

receiving Krishna . Rising u
p , therefore , now

( in his dream ) , he gave unto Govinda a seat . He himself , how

ever , at that time , did not set his heart upon taking his seat .

Then Krishna o
fmighty energy , knowing the resolution of

Pārtha , said , while seated , unto the son of Kunti , these words
while the latter was standing : S _ Do not se

t

thy heart , O Pār
tha , on grief ! Time is unconquerable ! Time forceth all crea .

tures into th
e

inevitable course . O foremost o
f

men , what
for is this grief of thine ? Grief should not b

e indulged in ,

O foremost o
f

learned persons ! Grief is an impediment to ac
tion ! ? Accomplish that act which should b

e accomplished !

The grief thatmaketh a person forego a
ll

efforts is , indeed , O

Dhananjaya , a fo
e

to that person ! A person , b
y

indulging in

grief , gladdens h
is

foes and saddens his friends ; while the person

is himself weakened . Therefore , it behoveth thee not to grieve ! "

- Thus addressed b
y

Vāsudeva , the unvanquished Vibhatsu

o
f great learning then said these words of grave import :

2
8
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Grave is the vow that I have made about the slaughter of
Jayadratha ! Even tomorrow I shall slay that wicked wretch ,

that slayer ofmy son ! Even this hath beenmy vow , O Keçava !!1

For frustrating my vow , Jayadratha,protected by all themighty

car-warriors, will be kept in their rear by the Dhārtarāshtras !!

Their force , in number , consists , 0 Mādhava, of the remnant
,

after slaughter , of eleven Akshauhinis of troops difficult of
being vanguished !13 Surrounded in battle as he will be by all

of them and by a
ll

the great ca
r
-warriors ,how shall we obtain a

a sight , O Krishna , o
f the wicked ruler o
f the Sindhus ? 1
4 My

vow will not b
e accomplished , O Keçava ! How can a person

likeme live , having failed to acomplish his vow ? 1
5

O hero ,

the non -accomplishment is evident o
f this (my vow which to

me is a ) source o
f great grief ! ( A
t

this season o
f

the yeur ) ,

I tell thee that the Sun setteth quickly ! 6 – The bird -bannered

Krishna hearing this cause o
f Pārtha ' s grief , touched water and

sat with face turned to the East . " ? And then that hero o
f eyes

like lotus leaves and possessed o
f great energy said these words

for the benefit o
f Pāndu ' s son who had resolved upon the

slaughter o
f

the ruler o
f the Sindhu ' s . 18 _ O Pārtha , there is a
n

eternal and supreme weapon o
f

the name o
f Pāçupata ! With

it the god Maheswara slew in battle a
ll the Daityas ! 1
9 If

thou rememberest it now , thou wilt then b
e

able to slay Jaya

dratha tomorrow ! If it is unknown to thee (now ) , adore with

in thy heart the god having the bull for his mark

! 20 Thinking

o
f that god in thy mind , remember h
im , O Dhananjaya ! Thou

art h
is devotee . Through his grace thou shalt obtain that rich

possession ! 1 — Hearing these words o
f

Krishna , Dhananjaya ,

having touched water , sat on the earth with concentrated mind

and thought o
f the god Bhava . 2 After h
e

had thus sat with

rapt mind a
t

that hour , called Brāhma , o
f auspicious indica

tions , Arjuna saw himself sojourning through the sky with

Keçava ! 23 And Pārtha , possessed o
f

the speed o
f

the mind ,

seemed to reach , with Keçava , the sacred foot o
f

Himavat and

the Manimat mountain abounding with
many brilliant gems

and frequented b
y

Siddhas and Charanas . And the lord

Kecava seemed to have caught hold o
f

his left arm .as5

And h
e

seemed to see many wonderful sights a
s h
e

reached
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(those places ). And Arjuna of righteous soul then seemed to
arrive at the White mountain on the North .26 And then he
beheld , in the pleasure gardens of Kuvera the delicious lake
decked with lotuses. And he also saw that foremost of rivers ,

viz .,Gangā , full of water. And then he arrived at the regions
about the Mandara mountains . Those regions were covered

with trees that always bore blossoms and fruits . And they

abounded with stones lying scattered about, that were al
l

trans
parent crystal . And they were inhabited by lions and tigers

and abounded with animals o
f

diverse kinds . And they were
adorned with many beautiful retreats o

f
ascetics echoing with

the sweet notes o
f delightful warblers . And they resounded also

with the songs o
f Kinnaras . 28 - 39 Graced with many golden and

silver peaks , they were illumined with diverse herbs and plants .

And many Mandāra trees with their beautiful burden o
f

flow

e
rs , adorned them . ' And then Arjuna reached the mountains

called Kāla that looked like a heap o
f antimony . And then he

reached the summit called Brahmatunga , and then many rivers ,
and then many inhabited provinces . ' And he arrived at Cata
çringa , and the woods known b

y

the name o
f Cāryyāti . And

then h
e

beheld the sacred spot known a
s the Horse -head , and

then the region o
f

Atharvana . s2 And then h
e

beheld that

prince o
f

mountains called Vrishadança , and the great Mandara ,

abounding with Apsaras , and adorned with Kinnaras . 38 And
roaming o

n that mountain , Pārtha , with Krishna , beheld a
i

spot o
f Earth adorned with excellent fountains , decked with

g
o
!den minerals , and possessed o
f the splendour o
f

the lunar

rays and having many cities and towns . And h
e also beheld

many seas o
f

wonderful forms and diverse mines o
f

wealth , 34 - 35

And thus sojourning through the sky and firmament and the

Earth , he reached the spot called Vishnupada . And wondering ,

with Krishna in his company , h
e

camedown with great velocity

like a shaft shot (from a bow ) . 86 And soon Pārtha beheld a

blazing mountain whose splendour equalled that o
f the planets ,

the constellations , or the fire . 37 And arrived a
t that mountain ,

h
e

beheld o
n it
s top , the high -souled god having the bull for

his mark , and ever engaged in ascetic penances , 28 like a thou

sand Suns collected together , and blazing with h
is own effulg
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ence. Trident in hand , matted locks on head , of snow -white
color, he was robed in barks and skins . 89 Endued with great
energy , his body was variegated with a thousand eyes . And
he was seated with Pārvati and many creatures of brilliant forms

(around him ). ' And his attendants were engaged in sing

ing and playing upon musical instruments , in laughing and
dancing , in moving about and stretching their hands, and in
uttering loud shouts . And the place was perfumed with fragrant

odors.41 And Rishis that uttered Brahma adored him with
excellent hymns of praise . And possessed of unfading glory , he

was the protector of all creatures , and wielded the (great) bow
(called Pināka ).48 Beholding him , Vāsudeva of righteous soul ,

with Pārtha , touched the earth with his head , uttering the
eternal words of the Veda .43 And Krishna adored , with speech ,
soul, understanding , and acts , that god who is the first source
of the worlds , the creator of the universe , himself increate , the
supreme lord of unfading glory ; who is the highest cause of

the mind , who is space and the wind , who is the cause of a
ll

the luminous bodies ( in the firmament ) , who is the creator of

the rain , and the supreme pimordial substance o
f

the Earth ,

who is the object of adoration with the gods , the Dānavas , the
Yukshas , and human beings ; who is the supreme Brahma that

is seen by Yogins , and the refuge o
f

those acquainted with

Brahma ; who is the creator o
f

a
ll

mobile and imobile crear

tures , and their destroyer also ; who is the Wrath that burns
everything a

t

the end of the Yuga ; who is the supreme soul ;

who is Cakra and Surya , and the origin o
f all attributes .4445

And Krishna sought the protection o
f that Bhava whom men of

knowledge , desirous of attaining to that which is called the sub

tile and the spiritual , behold ; that increate one who is the soul

o
f
a
ll

causes . 43 And Arjuna repeatedly adored that deity , know
ing that h

e

was the origin o
f

a
ll

creatures and the cause o
f the

past , the future , and the present . 49 Beholding those two , viz . ,

Nara and Nārāyana arrived , Sarva o
f

cheerful soul , smilingly

said unto them : 50 — Welcome are y
e , ye foremost o
f

men !

Rise u
p , and let the fatigue o
f your journey b
e over ! What ,

O heroes , is the desire in your heart ! Let it be uttered quick

1
y . 51 What is the business that has brought you hither ?
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I will accomplish it ! Do what would benefit you ! I will
grant you everything ye may desire !52 —Hearing those words of

the god , they both rose . And then with joined hands , the
faultless Vāsudeva and Arjuna , both of great wisdom , began
to gratify that high -souled deity with an excellent hymn .53 And
Krishna and Arjuna said , - We bow to Bhava , to Sarva , to
Rudra , to the boon -giving deity ! Webow to the lord of al

l

creatures endued with life , to the god who is always fierce , to

him who is called Kaparddin !We bow to Mahādeva , to Bhima ,

to the Three -eyed , or to him who is peace and contentment ! 54

tohim
while locks

, to 2 . 8unvanguis

Let salutations b
e

to the slayer o
f

Andhaka , to the father of

Kumāra , to him who is of blue throat , to him who is the

creator ! 5S Let salutations b
e
to the wielder o
f Pināka , to the

vow embɔdied o
f

abstemious food , to him who is Truth , to him
who is all -pervading ! T

o

him who is red , who is smoke , who is

a hunter ( in guise ) , to him who is unvanquished ! 56 T
o

him

who is always o
f bule locks , to him who is armed with the

trident , to him who is of celestial vision ! T
o

him who is Hotri ,

to him who protecteth a
ll , to hi
m

who is o
f

three eyes , to him

who is disease , to him whose vital seed fell on the fire ! 57 To him
who is inconceivable , to him who is the lord o

f

Amvikā , to him

who is adored b
y

a
ll

the gods ! T
o

him who hath the bull for
his mark , to him who is bald , to him who is of matted locks ;

to him who is a Brahmachārin . 58 T
o

him who standeth a
s

a
n

ascetic in the water , to him who is devoted to Brahma , to him

who hath never been conquered ! T
o

him who is the soul of the
universe , to him who is the creator of the universe , to him who
liveth pervading the whole universe ! 59 We bow to thee that

a
rt

the object o
f

the reverence o
f

a
ll , to thee that art the origi

nal cause of a
ll

creatures ! T
o

thee that a
rt

called Brahma
chakra , to thee that are called Sarva , Çankara , and çiva ! 60

We bow to thee that art the lord o
f the universe , and the

lord o
f all great beings ! We bow to thee that hast a thou

sand heads , to thee that hast a thousand arms , to thee that art
called death ! T

o

thee that hast a thousand eyes and a thousand
legs ! T

o

thee whose acts are innumerable ! 62 We bow to thee

whose complexion is that o
f

gold , to thee that art cased in
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golden mail , to thee that art ever compassionate to thy

devotees ! O lord , le
t

our wish b
e accomplished ! — °6
8

" Sanjaya continued , — 'Having adored Mahādeva in these

terms , Vāsudeva with Arjuna then began to gratify him fo
r

obtaining (the great ) weapon (called Pācupata ) . ' " 64

SECTION LXXXI .

" Sanjaya said , — Then Pārtha , with a cheerful soul and
joined hands and eyes expanded ( in wonder ) , gazed at the god
having the bull fo

r

his mark and who was th
e

receptacle o
f

every energy . ' And h
e beheld the offerings h
e

made every

night to Vāsudeva lying b
y

the side o
f the Three -eyed deity . ”

The son o
f

Pāndu then , mentally worshipping both Krishna
and Sarva , said unto the latter , — I desire ( to obtain ) the celes
tial weapon ! 8 _ Hearing these words of Pārtha expressive o

f

the boon h
e sought , the god Civa smilingly said unto Vāsu

deva and Arjuna , 4 – Welcome to you , y
e

foremost o
f men ! I

know the wish cherished b
y

you , and the business for which you

have come here ! I will give you what you wish ! There is

a celestial lake full o
f

Amrita not far from this place , ye slay

ers o
f

foes ! There were kept sometime before , that celestial
bow and arrow o

f

mine ! With them I slew in battle a
ll

the

enemies o
f

the gods ! Bring hither , y
e

Krishnas , that excellent

bow with arrow fixed o
n it ! ? — Hearing these words o
f

Civa ,

Vāsudeva and Arjuna answered , - So be it ! - And then , accom
panied b

y

all the attendants of Civa , those two heroes set out

fo
r

that celestial lake which possessed hundreds o
f heavenly

wonders , that sacred lake , capable o
f granting every object ,

which the god having the bull fo
r

his mark had indicated to

them . And unto that lake , the Rishis Nara and Nārāyana

(viz . , Arjuna and Vāsudeva ) went fearlessly . And having
reached that lake bright as the disc o

f the Sun , Arjuna and
Achyuta beheld within it

s

waters a terrible snake . And they
behe ' d there another foremost o

f snakes , that had a thousand
heads . And possessed o

f the effulgence o
f

fire , that snake
was vomiting fierce flames . " Then Krishna and Pārtha having

touched water , joined their hands , and approached those snakes ,

d
s ! P .With

the
me bef



Parts .] 223DRONA PARVA ,

having bowed unto the g
o
d

having the bull fo
r

h
is

mark . 18

And as they approached the snakes , conversant as they were
with the Vedas , they uttered the hundred stanzas in the Veda

to the praise o
f

Rudra ,bowing thewhile , with their whole souls ,

unto Bhava of immeasurable power . ' Then those two terrible
snakes , in consequence o

f the power o
f

those adorations to

Rudra , abandoned their snake - forms , and assumed the forms o
f

a fo
e -killing bow and arrow . 14 Gratified (with what they saw ) ,

Krishna and Arjuna then seized that bow and arrow o
f great

effulgence . And those high -souled heroes then brought them
away and gave them unto tne illustrious Mahādeva . 15 Then

from one o
f

the sides o
f

Civa ' s body there came out a Brahma
chārin o

f tawny eyes . And he seemed to b
e the refuge o
f asce

ticism . Of blue throat and red locks , he was endued with great
might . 16 Taking u

p

that best of bows , that Brahmachūrin

stood placing (both and the bow and his feet properly ) . And
fixing the arrow o

n the bow -string , he began to stretch the latter

duly . ? Beholding the manner of his seizing the handle o
f

the

bow and drawing the string and placing his feet , and hearing
also the Mantras uttered by Bhava , the son o

f

Pāndu , of in
conceivable prowess , learnt everything duly . " The mighty and
puissant Brahmachārin then sped that arrow to that same lake .
And he once more threw that bow also in that selfsame lake . ' '

Then Arjuna o
f good memory , knowing that Bhava was gratified

with h
im , and remembering also th
e

boon the latter had given

him in the forest and the sight also he gave h
im o
f his person , 20

mentally entertained the desire , — Let all this become pro
ductive o

f fruit ! - Understanding this to be hi
s

wish , Bhava ,

gratified with him , gave him the boon . 21 And the god also
granted him the terrible Pāçupata weapon and the accomplish

ment o
f

h
is

vow . Then , having thus once more obtained the
Pāçupata weapon from the Supreme g

o
d , 22 the invincible

Arjuna , with hair standing o
n end , regarded h
is

business to b
e

already achieved . Then Arjuna and Krishna , filled with joy ,

paid their adorations unto the great god b
y

bowing their heads . 23

And permitted b
y

Bhava , both Arjuna and Keçava , those two
heroes , almost immediatly came back to their own camp , filled
with transports o

f delight . 24 Indeed , their jo
y

was a
s great a
s
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that of Indra and Vishnu when those two gods , desirous of
slaying Jambha , had obtained the permission of Bhava that
slayer of great Asuras .' " 25

SECTION LXXXII .
" Sanjaya said , —'While Krishna and Dāruka were thus con

versing together , that night , o king , passed away . (When
morning dawned ), king Yudhishthira rose from his bed.' Pāni
swanikas , and Māgadhas,and Madhuparkikas and Vaitālikas
and Sutas , gratified that bull among 'men (with songs and
music). And dancers began their dance , and sweet-voiced
singers sang their sweet songs fraught with the praises of the
Kuru race. And skilled musicians , well trained (in their res
pective instruments ), played on Mridangas and Jharjharas

and Bheris, and Panavas, and Anakas , and Gomukhas, and
Adamvaras, and conchs , and Dundubhis , of loud sound , and

diverse other instruments .4- That loud noise , deep as the roar
of the clouds , touched the very heavens . And it awoke that

foremost of kings, viz ., `Yudhishthira, from his slumbers.®
Having slept happily on his excellent and costly bed , the king
awoke. And the monarch , rising from his bod, proceeded to the
bath room for performing those acts that were absolutely neces
sary .' Then a hundred and eight servants , attired in white ,
themselves washed , and al

l

young , approached the king with
many golden jars filled to the brim . Seated at his case o

n

a

royal seat , attired in a thin cloth , the king bathed in several

kinds o
f

water fragrant with sandalwood and purified with

Mantras . ' His body was rubbed b
y

strong and well -trained

servants with water in which diverse kinds o
f medicinal herbs

had been soaked . He was then washed with adhivāsha water
rendered fragrant b

y

various odoriferous substances . ' Obtain
ing then a long piece o

f

cloth ( fo
r

the head ) that was a
s white

a
s

the feathers o
f the swan , and that had been kept loose be

fore him , the king tied it round h
is head fo
r drying th
e

water . "

Smearing his body then with excellent sandal -paste , and wear
ing floral garlands , and dressing himself in clean robes , the
mighty -armed monarch sa

t

with face towards the east , and his
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hands joined together. ie Following the path of the righteous ,
the son of Kunti then mentally said his prayers. And then
with great humility he entered the chamber in which the blaz
ing fire ( fo

r

worship ) , was kept . 13 And having worshipped the

fire with faggots o
f

sacred wood and with libations o
f

clarified

butter sanctified with Mantras , he came out of the chamber . 14

Then that tiger among men , entering a second chamber , beheld
theremany bulls among Brāhmanas well -acquainted with the
Vedas . " And they were al

l

self -restrained , and purified b
y

the

study o
f the Vedas and b
y

vows . And a
ll

o
f

them had under
gone the bath o

n the completion o
f

sacrifices performed b
y

them . Worshippers o
f the Sun , they numbered a thousand .

And , besides them , there were also eight thousand others o
f

th
e

same class . And the mighty -armed so
n

o
f

Pāndu , having
caused them to utter , in distinct voices , agreeable benedictions ,

b
y

making presents to them o
f honey and clarified butter and

auspicious fruits o
f

the best kind , he gave unto each of them a
nishka o

f

gold , a hundred steeds decked with ornaments , and
costly robes , and such other presents a

s

were agreeable to

them . 17 - 18 And making unto them presents also of kine yielding
milk whenever touched , with calves , and having their horns
decked with gold and their hoofs with silver , the son of Pāndu

circumambulated them . ' And then seeing and touching Swus
tikas fraught with increase o

f good fortune , and Nandyāvartas
made o

f gold , and Aoral garlands , and water -pots , and blazing

fire , and vessels full of sun -dried rice and other auspicious articles ,

and the yellow pigment prepared from thc urine o
f

the cow ,

and auspicious and well -decked maidens , and curds and clarified
butter and honey , and auspicious birds and diverse other things

held sacred , the son of Kunti came into the outer chamber . 30 - 21

Then , O mighty -armed one , the attendants waiting in that

chamber brought a
n

excellent and costly seat o
f gold that was

o
f
a circular shape . Decked with pearls and lapis lazuli , and

overlaid with a very costly carpet over which was spread a
n

other cloth o
f

fine texture , that seat was the handiwork o
f

the

celestial artificer himself . 25 - 24 After the high - souled monarch

had taken h
is

seat , the servants then brought to him all his
costly and bright ornaments . " The high -souled son o

f Kunti

2
9
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put on those begemmed ornaments , whereupon his beauty be
came such as to enhance the grief of his foes. And when the
servants began to fan h

im with white yak -tails o
f the bright

effuigence o
f

the moon and a
ll

furnished with handles o
f gold ,

the king looked resplendent like amass of clouds charged with
lightning . ' And bards began to sing his praises and panegyrists
uttered his eulogies . And singers began to sing unto that de
lighter o

f Kuru ' s race . And in a moment the voices o
f

the

panegyrists swelled into a loud noise . And then was heard the
clatter o

f

ca
r
-wheels , and the tread o
f

horse -hoofs . And in

consequence o
f

that noise mingling with the tinkle o
f elephants '

bells and the blare of conches and the tread o
f

men , the very

earth seemed to tremble . Then one of the orderlies in charge

o
f

the doors , cased in mail , youthful in years , decked with ear
rings , and his sword hanging b

y

his side , entering the private
apartment , knelt down o

n the ground , and saluting with a

bend o
f ) his head themonarch who deserved every adoration ,

represented unto that high -souled and royal so
n

o
f Dharma

that Hrishikeça was waiting to b
e

introduced . Then that tiger
among men , having ordered h

is

servants , saying , - Let an ex
cellent seat and a

n Argha b
e kept ready for him , - caused him

o
f

Vrishni ' s race to b
e introduced and seated o
n

a costly seat .
And addressing Mādhava with the usual enquiries o

f welcome ,

king Yudhishthira the just duly worshipped Kecava . ' ” 31 - 34

SECTION LXXXIII .

" Sanjaya said , — Then king Yudhishthira the son o
f Kunti ,

saluting Devaki ' s so
n

Janārddana , cheerfully addressed him ,

saying , ' - Hast thou passed the night happily , Oslayer of

Madhu ? Are a
ll thy perceptions clear , 0 thou o
f unfading

glory ? — Vāsudeva also made similar enquiries o
f Yudhishthira .

Then the orderly came and represented that the other Kshatriya

warriors were waiting to b
e

introduced . Commanded b
y

the
king , the man introduced that concourse o

f

heroes , consisting

o
f

Virāta and Bhimasena and Dhrishtadyumna and Satyaki ,

and Dhrish taketu the ruler o
f the Chedis , and the mighty car

warrior Drupada , and Cikhandin , and the twins (Nakula and
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Sahadeva ), and Chekitāna and the ruler of the Kaikayas, and
Yuyutsu of Kuru 's race, and Uttamaujas of the Pānchālas ,and
Yudhāmanyu , and Suvāhu , and th

e

(five ) sons o
f Draupadi .

These and many other Kshatriyas , approaching that high

souled bull among Kshatriyas , sat down o
n excellent seats . ”

Those mighty and high -souled heroes o
f great splendour , viz . ,

Krishna and Yuyudhāna , both sat on the same seat . Then ,

in the hearing o
f

them a
ll , Yudhishthira , addressing the

lotus -eyed slayer of Madhu , said unto him these sweet words : '

- Relying o
n

thee alone , we , like the celestials o
n the deity

o
f
a thousand eyes , seek victory in battle and eternal happi

ness ! Thou art aware , O Krishna , of the deprivation o
f

our
kingdom , our exile a

t

the hands o
f the foe , and a
ll

our

diverse woes ! O Lord o
f All , O thou that art compassionate

unto those that are devoted to thee , upon thee wholly rests the
happiness o

f

u
s a
ll

and our very existence , O slayer of Madhu !

O thou o
f Vrishni ' s race , do that by which my heart may ever

rest o
n thee ! Do also that , O Lord , b
y

which the purposed

vow o
f Arjuna may b
e

realised ļ1
3

O , rescue u
s today from

this ocean of grief and rage ! O Mādhava , become thou today

a boat unto u
s that are desirous o
f

crossing (that ocean ) ? 14 The
car -warrior desirous o

f slaying the foe cannot , in battle , do

that ( fo
r

the success o
f

his object ) which , 0 Krishna , the
car -driver can d

o if he exerts himself carefully ! 18 0 Janārd
dana , as thou always savest the Vrishnis in a

ll

calamities , even

so it behoveth thee to save u
s

from this distress , O mighty

armed one ! 16 O bearer o
f

the conch , discus , and mace , rescue
the sons of Pāndu sunk in the fathomless and boatless Kuru
ocean , b

y

becoming a boat unto them ! ? I bow to thee , O god

o
f

the lord o
f the gods , 0 thou that art eternal , O supreme

Destroyer , O Vishnu , O Jishnu , 0 Hari , 0 Krishna , O Vaikun
tha , 0 best of male beings ! 18 Nārada described thee a

s that

ancient and best o
f Rishis ( called Nārāyana ) that giveth

boons , that beareth the bow Çārnga , and that is th
e

fore

most of all ! O Madhava , make those words true 19 — Thus
addressed in themidst of that assembly b

y king Yudhishthira

the just , Keçava , that foremost of speakers ,replied unto Yudhish
thira in a voice deep a

s that of clouds charged with rain ,
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saying.20 – In all the worlds including that of the celestials ,

there is no bowman equal to Dhananjaya the so
n

o
f Prithā ! *

Possessed o
f great energy , accomplished in weapons , of great

prowess and great strength , celebrated in battle , ever wrathful ,

and o
f great energy , Arjuna is the foremost ofmen ! 3 Youth

ful in years , bull -necked , and o
f long arms , he is endued with

great strength . Treading like a lion o
r

a bull , and exceed
ingly beautiful , he will slay all thy foes ! 23 As regards

myself , I will do that by which Arjuna the so
n

o
f Kunti may

b
e

able to consume the troops o
f Dhritarāshtra ' s son like a

swelling conflagration . This very day Arjuna will , b
y

h
is

arrows , despatch that vile wretch o
f sinful deeds , that slayer o
f

Subhadrā ' s son , (viz . , Jayadratha ) , to that road from which

n
o

traveller comes back . 25 Today vultures and hawks and

furious jackalls and other carnivorous creatures will feed o
n

his flesh . ” O Yudhishthira , if even a
ll

the gods with Indra

become his protectors today , Jayadratha will still , slain in

press o
f

battle , repair to Yama ' s capital ! 27 Having slain the
ruler o

f the Sindhus , Jishnu will come to thee ( in the evening ) .

Dispel thy grief and the fever ( o
f thy heart ) , O king , and b
e

thon graced with prosperity ! 128

SECTION LXXXIV .

“Sanjaya said , - While Yudhishthira , Vāsudeva , and others

were thus conversing , Dhananjaya came there , desirous o
f be

holding that foremost one o
f Bharata ' s race , viz . , the king , as

also his friends and well -wishers . After h
e

had entered that

auspicious chamber and , having saluted him duly , taken his

stand before the king , thatbull among the Pāndavas , (viz .
,king

Yudhishthira ) , rising u
p

from his seat , embraced Arjuna with

great affection . Smelling his head and embracing him with

h
is arms , the king blessed him heartily . And addressing him

smilingly , he said , 8 — It is evident , 0 Arjuna , that complete

victory certainly awaits thee in battle , judging from thy coun

tenance (bright and cheerful a
s it is ) , and by the fact that

Janārddana is well -pleased with thee ! Then Jishnu related

unto him that highly wonderful incident , saying , - Blessed b
e
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thou , O monarch , I have, through Keçava 's grace , beheld some
thing exceedingly wonderful !6 — Then Dhanan jaya related
everything he had seen about hi

s

meeting with th
e

Three -eyed
god , for assuring his friends . Then all the hearers , filled with
wonder , bent their heads to the ground . And bowing unto
the god having the bull fo

r

his mark , they said , - Excellent ,

Excellent ! ? — Then all the friends and well -wishers ( of the
Påndavas ) , commanded b

y

the son o
f

Dharma , quickly and
cheerfully proceeded to battle , their hearts filled with rage

(against the foe ) . Saluting the king , Yuyudhāna and Kecava
and Arjuna , cheerfully set out from Yudhishthira ' s abode . And
those two invincible warriors , those two heroes , viz . , Yuyu

dhāna and Janārddana , together proceeded o
n the same car to

Arjuna ' s pavilion . Arrived there , Hrishikeça , like a chariot
eer (by profession ) , began to equip that car bearing the mark

o
f

the prince o
f

apes and belonging to that foremost o
f car

warriors (viz . , Arjuna ) . " And that foremost of cars , of the
effulgence o

f

heated gold , and o
f rattle resembling the deep

roar o
f

the clouds , equipt ( b
y

Krishna ) , shone brightly like the
morning Sun . " Then that tiger among men , (viz . , Vāsudeva ) ,

clad in mail , informed Pārtha , who had finished his morning
prayers , of the fact that his car had been properly equipt . 18
Then that foremost of men in this world , viz . , the diadem
decked (Arjuna ) , clad in golden armour , and with h

is

bow

and arrows in hand , circumambulated that ca
r
. 14 And adored

and blessed with benedictions about victory b
y

Brāhmanas

o
ld in ascetic penances and knowledge and years , ever engaged

in the performance o
f religious rites and sacrifices , and having

their passions under control , Arjuna then ascended that

great car , is that excellent vehicle , which had previously been
sanctified with mantras capabale o

f giving victory in battle ,

like Surya o
f blazing rays ascending the Eastern mountain . 16

And that foremost o
f

ca
r
-warriors decked with gold , in con

sequence o
f those golden ornaments o
f his , shone o
n his

car like Surya o
f blazing splendour o
n

the breast o
f

Meru . " ?

After Pārtha , Yuyudhāna and Janārddana mounted o
n that

car like the twin Açwins riding the same ca
r

with Indra while
coming to the sacrifice o

f Swaryyāti , " Then Govinda , that
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foremost of charioteers, took the reins (of the steeds ) like
Mātali taking the reins of Indra 's steeds while the latter went
to battle fo

r

slaying Vritra . * 19 Mounted o
n that best of cars

with those two friends , that slayer of large bodies o
f

foes , vi
z
. ,

Pārtha , proceeded for achieving the slaughter of the ruler of

the Sindhus , like Soma rising ( in the firmament ) with Vudha
and Çukra , fu

r

destroying the gloom o
f night , or like Indra

proceeding with Varuna and Surya to the great battle (with

the Asuras ) occasioned b
y

the abduction o
f

Tārakā (thewife o
f

Vrihaspati ) . 20 - 31 Then bards and musicians gratified the heroic
Arjuna , as he proceeded , with the sound o

f musical instruments
and auspicious hymns o

f

good omen . And the voices o
f

the

panegyrists and the bards uttering benedictions o
f victory and

wishing good day , mingling with the sounds of musical instru
ments , became gratifying to those heroes . 28 And a

n auspici

ous breeze fraught with fragrance blew from behind Pārtha ,

gladdening h
im and sucking u
p

the energies o
f

h
is

foes . 24 And

a
t

that hour , O king , many auspicious omens of various kinds
appeared to view , indicating victory as to the Pāndavas and

defeat to thy warriors , O sire ! Beholding those indications

o
f victory , Arjuna , addressing the great bowman Yuyudhāna

o
n h
is right , said these words : - 0 Yuyudhāna , in today ' s battle

my victory seems to be certain , 26 - 27 since , O bull of Cini ' s race ,

a
ll

these (auspicious ) omens are seen ! I shall , therefore , go

thither where the ruler o
f

the Sindhus28 waiteth for (the display

o
f
)my energy and in expectation o
f repairing to the regions

o
f

Yama ! Indeed , as the slaughter of the ruler o
f the Sin

dhuis is one o
f my most imperative duties , 99 even so is the

protection o
f king Yudhishthira the just another o
f my most

imperative obligations . O thou of mighty arms , be thou today
the king ' s protector 1

8
0

Thou wilt protect him even a
s Imy

self protect him ! I do not behold the person in the world who
would b

e able to vanquish thee ! 31 Thou art , in battle , equal

to Vāsudeva himself ! The chief o
f

the celestials himself is

unable to vanquish thee ! Reposing this burden o
n thee o
r

o
n

thatmighty ca
r
-warrior Praddyumna , I can , O bull among

* Võsavamiva is a mistake for Väsavasyeva . - T .
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men , without anxiety slay the ruler of the Sindhus ! O thou
of the Sātwata race , no anxiety need be entertained on my

account !33 With thy whole soul must thou protect the king !

There where the mighty-armed Väsudeva stayeth , and where I
myself stay , without doubt , the slightest danger ( to him orme)
can never arise !34 _ Thus addressed by Pārtha , Sātyaki, that
slayer of hostile heroes , replied , saying , - So be it ! And then
the latter proceeded to the spot where king Yudhishthira was.' " 85

SECTION LXXXV .

( Jayadratha -badha Parva . )

"Dhritarāshtra said , - 'After Abhimanyu 's slaughter when
the next day came, what d

id the Pāndavas , afflicted with grief
and sorrow , do ? Who amongst my warriors fought with
them ? : Knowing , as they did , the achievements o

f Savya

sāchin , 0 , tellme , how could the Kuravas , having perpetrat

e
d such a wrong , remain fearlessly ! How could they in battle

venture to even gaze a
t

that tiger among men , ( viz . , Arjuna , )

a
s h
e

advanced like the a
ll -destroying Death himself in fury ,

burning with grief on account o
f

the slaughter o
f

his son ?
Beholding that warrior having the prince of apes o

n his banner ,

that hero grieved o
n account o
f his son ' s death , shaking his

gigantic bow in battle , what did my warriors d
o
? 4 What , O

Sanjaya , hath befallen unto Duryodhana ? A great sorrow

hath overtaken u
s today ! I do not any longer hear the sounds

o
f joy ! Those charming sounds , highly agreeable to the ca
r
,

that were formerly heard in the abode o
f

the Sindhu king , alas ,

those sounds a
re

n
o longer heard today ! Alas , in the camp

o
fmy sons , the sounds of countless bards and panegyrists sing

ing their praises and o
f

dancers are n
o longer heard ! " For

merly such sounds used to strike my ears incessantly ! Alas ,

plunged into grief as they are , I do not any longer hear those
sounds uttered in their camp ) ! 8 Formeriy , O Sanjaya , while
sitting in the abode o

f Somadatta who was devoted to truth ,

I used to hear such delightful sounds ! Alas , how destitute

o
f
(religious )merit I am , fo
r
I observe the abode o
fmy sons

today to be echoing with sounds o
f grief and lamentations and
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destitute of every noise betokening life and energy ! In the

houses of Vivingçati , Durmukha , Chitrasena , Vikarna , and
other sons of mine, I do not hear the sounds I used to hear
formerly !" That great bowman , viz ., the son of Drona , who
was the refuge of my sons, upon whom Brāhmanas and Ksha
triyas and Vaiçyas , and a large number of disciples used to

wait ," who took pleasure day and night in controversial dis
putation , in talk , in conversation , in the stirring music of

diverse instruments , and in various kinds of delightful songs,'s
who was worshipped by many persons among the Kurus, the
Pāndavas , and the Sātwatas , alas, 0 Suta , in the abode of
that son of Drona no sound can be heard as formerly !14 Sing

ers and dancers used , in large numbers , to wait closely upon

that mighty bowman , viz., the son of Drona ! Alas , their sounds
can no longer be heard in h

is

abode ! 15 That loud noise which

rose in the camp of Vinda and Anuvinda every evening , a ' as ,

that loud noise is n
o longer heard there ! Nor in the camp

o
f

the Kaikayas ' can that loud sound o
f song and slapping

o
f palms be heard today which their soldiers , engaged in dance

and revelry , used tomake ! ? Those priests competent in the
performance o

f

sacrifices who used to wait upon Somadatta ' s
son , that refuge of scriptural rites , alas , their sounds can n

o

longer be heard ! 18 The twang o
f the bow -string , the sound of

Vedic recitations , the whiz o
f lances and swords , and th
e

rattle o
f

car -wheels , used incessantly to be heard in the abode

o
f

Drona ! Alas , those sounds can n
o longer b
e

heard there ! ! !

That swell o
f songs o
f

diverse realms , that loud noise o
fmusi

cal instruments , which used to arise there , alas , those can n
o

longer b
e

heard today ! 0 When Janārddana o
f unfading glory

came from Upaplavya desirous o
f

peace , from compassion fo
r

every creature , a ' I then , O Suta , said unto the wicked Duryo
dhana , - Obtaining Vāsudeva as the means , make peace with
the Pāndavas , O son ! * * I think the time has come ( fo

r

mak
ing peace ) ! Do not , O Duryodhana , transgressmy command !

and addresses thee for thy good , victory thou wilt never have

in battle ! — Duryodhana , however , did set aside Him o
f Daçar

h
a ’ s race , that bull among all bowmen , + who then spoke
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what was for Duryodhana 's good . By this , he embraced what
was calamitous to himself . Seized by Death himself, that wick
ed-souled son of mine , rejecting my counsels , adopted those of
Duscāsana and Karna . Imyself did not approve of the match
at dice . Vidura did not approve of it.25-26 The ruler of the
Sindhus did not, nor Bhishma , nor Calya ; nor Bhuriçravas ;
nor Purumitra ; nor Jaya ; 27 nor Açwatthāman ; nor Kripa ;
nor Drona , O Sanjaya ! If my son had conducted himself
according to the counsels of these persons , he would then ,

with h
is kinsmen and friends , have lived fo
r

ever in happiness

a
n
d

peace . O
f

sweet and delightful speech , ever saying what

is agreeable amid their kinsmen , 39 high -born , loved b
y

a
ll , and

possessed o
f wisdom , the sons o
f Pāndu are sure to obtain

happiness . The man who casteth his eye o
n righteousness ,

always and everywhere obtaineth happiness . 30 Such a man ,

after death , winneth benefit and grace . Possessed o
f

sufficient
might , the Pāndavas deserve to enjoy half the Earth . 81 The
Earth girt b

y

the sea is asmuch their ancestral possession ( as

o
f

the Kurus ) . Possessed o
f sovereignty , the Pāndavas will

never deviate from the track o
f righteousness . 52 O child , I

have kinsmen to whose voice the Pāndavas will ever listen ,

such , for instance , as Calya , Somadatta , the high - souled
Bhishma , 33 Drona , Vikarna , Vālhika , Kripa , and others among

the Bhāratas that are illustrious and reverend in years . 84 If

they speak unto them o
n thy behalf , the Pāndavas will certainly

act according to those beneficial recommendations . Or , who ,

amongst these , thinkest thou , belongs to their party that will

speak to them otherwise ? 88 Krishna will never abandon the
path o

f righteousness . The Pāndavas are a
ll

obedient to him .

Words o
f righteousness spoken b
y

myself also , those heroes
will never disobey , for the Pāndavas are all o

f righteous souls !

- Piteously lamenting , O Suta , I spoke these and many other
words unto my son . 36 - 37 Foolish a

s h
e
is , he listened not to

me ! I think al
l

this to be the mischievous influence o
f time !

There where Vrikodara and Arjuna are , and the Vrishni hero
Sātyaki 38 and Uttamaujas o

f

the Pānchālas , and the invincible
Yadhāmanyu , and the irrepressible Dhrishtadyumna , and the
unvanquished Cikhandin , 59 the Açmakas , the Kekayas , and

3
0
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Kshatradharman of the Somakas , the ruler of the Chedis, and
Chekitāna , and Vibhu the son of the ruler of the Kācis ,4º the
sons of Draupadi, and Virāta , and the mighty car-warrior
Drupada , and those tigers among men , viz ., the twins (Nakula
and Sahadeva ), and the slayer of Madhu to offer counsel,41 who
is there in this world that would fight these , expecting to live ?
Who else , again , is there, save Duryodhana , and Karna , and
Cakuni the son of Suvala , and Duscāsana as their fourth , for I
do not se

e

the fifth , that would venture to resist my foes while
the latter display their celestial weapons ? 42 - 43 They who have

Vishnu himself o
n their car , clad in mail and reins in hand ,

they who have Arjuna fo
r

their warrior , they can never have
defeat ! 44 Doth not Duryodhana now recollect those lamenta
tions o

f

mine ? Those tigers among men , Bhishma and Drona ,

thou hast said , have been slain . 45 I think , beholding these
fruits of the words uttered b

y

the far -seeing Vidura ,my sons
are now indulging in lamentations ! * 6 I think , beholding his
army overwhelmed b

y

Cini ' s grandson and Arjuna , beholding
the terraces o

f

his cars empty ,my sons are indulging in lament
ations ! 47 As a swelling conflagration urged by the winds

consumes a heap o
f dry grass a
t the close of winter , even so

will Dhananjaya consumemy troops ! * 8 O Sanjaya , thou art
accomplished in narration ! Tellme everything that transpired

after the doing o
f

that great wrong to Pārtha in the evening 149
When Abhimanyu was slain , what became the state of your
minds ? Having , O son , greatly offended the wielder ofGāndiva ,

my warriors are incapable o
fbearing in battle his achievements !

What measures were resolved upon b
y Duryodhana , and what

b
y

Karna ? What also did Duscāsana and Suvala ' s son do ?

O Sanjaya , O son , that which has in battle befallen all my
children assembled together , is certainly due to the evil acts o

f

the wicked Duryodhana , who followeth in the path o
f avarice ,

who is o
f

wicked understanding , whose judgment is perverted

b
y

wrath , who coveteth sovereignty , who is foolish , and who

is deprived o
f

reason b
y

anger ! Tell me , O Sanjaya , what
measures were then adopted b
y

Duryodhana ? Were they ill

judged or well -judged ? " " 50 - 54
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SECTION LXXXVI.

" Sanjaya said , —' I will tell thee all, for everything hath
been witnessed by me with my own eyes ! Listen calmly !
Great is thy fault ! Even as an embankment is useless after

the waters (of the field ) have flowed away , even so , O king ,

are these lamentations of thine useless ! O bull of Bharata 's
race , do not grieve ! Wonderful as are the decrees of the
Destroyer , they are incapable of being transgressed . Do not
grieve , o bull of Bharata 's race, fo

r
this is not new ! If

thou hadst formerly restrained Yudhishthira the son o
f Kunti

and thy sons also from the match a
t

dice , this calamity then
would never have overtaken thee 14 If , again , when the time

fo
r

battle came , thou hadst restrained both the parties in

famed by wrath , this calamity then would never have over
taken thee ! If , again , thou hadst formerly urged the Kurus

to slay the disobedient Duryodhana , then this calamity would
never have overtaken thee ! 6 ( If thou hadst done any of these
acts ) , the Pāndavas , the Pānchālas , the Vrishnis , and the
other kings would then have never known thy wrong -headed

ness ! If , again , doing thy duty a
s

a father , thou hadst , b
y

placing Duryodhana in the path o
f righteousness , caused him

to tread along it , then this calamity would never have over
taken thee ! Thou art the wisest man o

n Earth . Forsaking
eternal virtue , how couldst thou follow the counsels o

f Duryo

dhana and Karna and Cakuni ? ' These lamentations of thine ,

therefore , O king , that I hear , - of thine that a
rt

wedded to

(worldly ) wealth , — seem tome to be honey mixed with poison ! !

O monarch , formerly Krishna d
id not respect king Yudhish

thira the son o
f Pāndu , or Bhishma , or Drona , so much a
s

h
e

used to respect thee ! " When , however , he came to know
thee a

s

one fallen o
ff

from the duties o
f
a king , since then

Krishna hath ceased to regard thee with respect ! Thy sons
had addressed various harsh speeches towards the sons o

f

Prithā .

Thou wast indifferent to those speeches then . 0 thou that
wishest sovereignty unto thy sons , the consequence o

f that
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indifference of thine hath now overtaken thee !18 O sinless

one, thy ancestral sovereignty is now in danger. (If it is not
so), obtain now the whole Earth subjugated by the sons of
Prithā !* 14 The kingdom that the Kurus enjoy, as also their
fame, had been acquired by Pāndu . The virtuous sons of
Pāndu added to that kingdom and that fame. Those achieve

ments , however , of theirs, became (to them ) barren of fruit as
they came in contact with thee, since they were deprived of

even their ancestral kingdom by thy covetous self. Now , O
king , when the battle has begun , thou censurest thy sons,
indicating diverse faults of theirs. This is scarcely becoming ."
The Kshatriyas, while fighting , do not take care of their very

lives ! Indeed , those bulls among Kshatriyas fight , penetrat
ing into the array of the Parthas !18 Who else , indeed , save

the Kauravas , would venture to fight with that force which
is protected by Krishna and Arjuna , by Sātyaki and Vriko
dara ? ! Them that have Arjuna for their warrior , them that
have Janārddaua fo

r

their counsellor , them that have Satyaki
and Vrikodara fo

r

their protectors , what mortal bowman is

there that would dare fight with , save the Kauravas and those
that are following their lead ? a2 All that is capable of being

achieved b
y

friendly kings endued with heroism and observant

o
f

the duties o
f Kshatriyas , all that is being done by the

warriors o
n the Kaurava side ! * * Listen now , therefore , to

everything that hath taken place in that terrible battle between

those tigors among men , viz . , the Kurus and the Pāndavas ! ” 3

SECTION LXXXVII .

" Sanjaya said . — 'After that night had passed away , Drona ,

that foremost of al
l

wielders o
f weapons , began to array al
l

his

* Apavrittam is explained b
y

Nilakantha a
s , endangered or made

doubtful . What Sanjaya says is that if it is not so , thou shalt then have

to undergo th
e

bitterness of ruling over thewhole world bestowed upon

thee b
y

the Påndavas . Either the Pandavas will snatch away thy

kingdom , ormake thee ruler of the whole world after slaying thy sous .

Either o
f

these alternatives would b
e

bitter to thee . - T .
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divisions fo
r

battle . ' Diverse sounds were heard , O monarch ,

o
f angry heroes shouting in wrath and desirous o
f slaying one

another . And some stretched their bows ,and some rubbed with
their hands their bow -strings . And drawing deep breaths ,many

o
f

them shouted , saying , — Where is that Dhananjaya ? : _ And
some began to throw upwards (and again sieze ) their naked

swords , unyielding , well -tempered , of the color o
f the sky ,

possessed o
f great sharpness , and furnished with beautiful

hilts . * And brave warriors , desirous o
f

battle , b
y

thousands ,

were seen to perform the evolutions o
f

swordsmen and o
f

bow

men , with skill acquired b
y

practice . Some , whirling their
maces decked with bells , smeared with sandal paste , and adorn

e
d with gold and diamonds , enquired after the son of Påndu .

Some , intoxicated with th
e

pride of strength and possessed o
f

massive arms , obstructed the welkin with their spiked clubs

that resembled ( a forest o
f sturdy ) poles raised in honor o
f

Indra . ? Others , brave warriors a
ll , adorned with beautiful

garlands o
f

flowers , desirous o
f battle , occupied diverse por

tions o
f

the field , armed with diverse weapons . Where is
Arjuna ? Where is that Govinda ? Where is the proud Bhi
ma ? Where also a

re those allies o
f

theirs ? — Even thus did
they call upon them in battle . ' Then blowing his conch and
himself urging his horses to great speed , Drona moved about
with great celerity , arraying his troops . After all those
dvisions that delight in battle had taken u

p

their stations ,

Bharadwāja ' s son , O king , said these words unto Jayadratha :"
Thyself , Somadatta ' s son , the mighty car -warrior Karna , Açwat
thāman , Calya , Vrishasena , and Kripa , ' with a hundred thou
sand horse , sixty thousand cars , four and ten thousand ele
phants with rent temples , ' s one and twenty thousand foot -sold
iers clad in mail , take up your station behind me a

t the dis

tance o
f

twelve miles ! 14 There the very gods with Vāsava a
t

their head will not be able to attack thee , what need b
e

said ,

therefore , of the Pāndavas ? Take comfort , O ruler of the Sin
dhus ! 15 . - Thus addressed ( b

y

Drona ) , Jayadratha the ruler of

the Sindhus became comforted . And he proceeded to the spot

indicated b
y

Drona , accompanied b
y many Gāndhāra warriors ,

and surrounded b
y

those great car -warriors , ' ' and with many
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foot -soldiers clad in mail, prepared to fight vigorously , and armed
with nooses . The steeds of Jayadratha , well skilled in bearing

or drawing , were a
ll , o monarch , decked with yak -tails and

ornaments o
f gold . And seven thousand such steeds , and three

thousand other steeds of the Sindhu breed were with h
im . 17 - 18

“ Thy son Durmarshana , desirous of doing battle , stationed
himself a

t

the head o
f

a
ll the troops , accompanied b
y
a thou

sand and five hundred infuriate elephants of awful size , clad in

mail and of fierce deeds , and al
l

ridden b
y

well -trained elephant

riders . 19 - 30 Thy two other sons , viz . , Dushçāsana and Vikarna ,

took u
p

their position amid the advance divisions o
f

the army ,

fo
r

the accomplishment o
f

the objects o
f Jayadratha . The

array that Bharadwāja ' s son formed , part Çakata and part a

circle , was full forty eight miles long and the width o
f

it
s

rear

ineasured twenty miles . Drona himself formed that array ,

with countless brave kings stationed within it and countless
cars and steeds and elephants and foot -soldiers . In the rear

o
f

that array was another impenetrable array o
f

the form o
f
a

lotus . And within that lotus was another dense array called the
needle . 24 Having formed his mighty array thus , Drona took

u
p

his station . A
t

the mouth o
f

that needle , the great
bowman Kritavarman took u

p

his stand . 26 Next to Krita
varman , O sire , stood the ruler of th

e

Kāmvojas and Jalasandha .

Next to these stood Duryodhana and Karna . Behind them
hundreds and thousands o

f unreturning heroes were stationed

in that Çakata fo
r

protecting it
s

head . ” ? Behind them a
ll , O

monarch , and surrounded b
y
a vast force , was king Jayadratha

stationed a
t

one side o
f that needle -shaped array 88 A
t

the

entrance o
f

the Çakata , O king , was Bharadwāja ' s so
n
. Be

hind Drona was the chief of the Bhojas , who protected him . *

Clad in white armour , with excellent head -gear , of broad
chest and mighty arms , Drona stood , stretching his large
bow , like the Destroyer himself in wrath . 36 Beholding Drona ' s

car which was graced with a beautiful standard and had red

steeds yoked to it and whose banner bore the device of a

sacrificial altar and a black deer -skin , the Kauravas were
filled with delight . 31 Seeing that array formed b

y

Drona ,

which resembled the ocean itself in agitation , the Siddhas and
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the Chāranas were filled with wonder .83 And all creatures
thought that that array would devour the whole Earth with her

mountains and seas and forests , and abounding with diverse
realms.33 And king Duryodhana , beholding that mighty array
in the form of a Çakata , teeming with cars and men and steeds
and elephants , roaring dreadfully , of wonderful form , and capable
of riving the hearts of foes, began to rejoice .' " 34

SECTION LXXXVIII .

“ Sanjaya said , - 'After the diverse divisions of the Kuru
army had been (thus ) arrayed,and a loud uproar, O sire, had
arisen ; after drums and Mridangas began to be beat and
played upon ;' after the d

in o
f

the warriors and the noise o
f

musical instruments had become audible ; after conchs began to

b
e

blown , and a
n awful roar had arisen , making the hair to

stand o
n

end ; after the field of battle had been slowly covered

b
y

the Bharata heroes desirous o
f fight ; and after the hour

called Rudra had set in , Savyasāchin made his appearance ,
Many thousands of ravens and crows , O Bhārata , proceeded sport
ing o

n the front o
f Arjuna ' s car . Various animals of terrible

cries , and jackalls o
f inauspicious sight , began to yell and howl

o
n our right as w
e

proceeded to battle . Thousands of blazing

meteors fell with great noise . The whole Earth trembled o
n

that dreadful occasion . Dry winds blew in a
ll

directions , ac
companied b

y

thunder , and driving hard pebbles and gravel

when Kunti ' s son came at the commencement of battle . ? Then
Nakula ' s son Catānika , and Dhrishtadyumna the so

n

o
f Pri

thata , those two warriors possessed o
f great wisdom , arrayed

the several divisions o
f

the Pāndavas . Then thy son Dur
marshana , accompanied b

y
a thousand cars , a hundred elephants ,

three thousand horses , and ten thousand foot -soldiers , and cov
ering a piece o

f ground that measured the length o
f

fifteen

hundred bows , took u
p

his position a
t

the very van o
f all the

troops , and said , 9 - 10 _ Like the continent resisting the surging

sea , even I will today resist the wielder of Gāndivu , that
scorcher o
f

foes , that warrior who is irresistible in battle ! ! 1

Let people today behold the wrathful Dhananjaya collide with
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me like a mass of stone against another stony mass !' Ye
car-warriors that are desirous of battle , stay ye (as witnesses ) !
Alone I will fight with a

ll

the Pāndavas assembled together ,

for enhancing my honor and fame ! 8 . - That high -souled and
noble son o

f thine , that great bowman , saying this , stood there ,

surrounded by many great bowmen . " Then , like the Destroyer

himself in wrath , or Vāsava himself armed with the thunder ,

o
r

Death ' s irresistible self armed with his club and urged o
n

b
y

Time , " or Mahādeva armed with the trident and incapable

o
f being ruffled , or Varuna bearing h
is

noose , or the blazing

fire a
t

the end o
f the Yuga risen fo
r

consuming the creation , ' 6

the slayer o
f

the Nivātakavachas , inflamed with rage and
swelling with might , the ever -victorious Jaya devoted to truth

and desirous o
f achieving his great vow , l ? clad in mail and

armed with sword , decked in golden diadem , adorned with
garlands o

f

white flowers and attired in white robes , his arms
decked with beautiful Angadus and ears with excellent ear
rings , 18 mounted o

n his own foremost o
f

cars , ( the incarnate )

Nara , accompanied b
y Nārāyana , shaking his Gāndiva in

battle , shone brilliantly like the risen Sun ! And Dhanan
jaya o

f great prowess , placing his ca
r , O king , at the very van o
f

his army where densest showers o
f

arrows would fall , blew his
conch . 30 Then Krishna also , O sire , fearlessly blew with great

force his foremost o
f

conchs called Pānchajanya a
s Pārtha

blew h
is . And in consequence o
f the blare o
f

their conchs ,

a
ll

the warriors in thy army , O monarch , trembled and became

heartless . And their hair stood o
n

end a
t

that sound . A
s

all creatures are possessed with fright a
t

the sound o
f

the

thunder , even so d
id a
ll thy warriors take fright a
t

the blare

o
f

those conchs . And a
ll

the animals ejected urine and

excreta . . Thy whole army with it
s

animals became filled

with anxiety . 34 O king , in consequence of the blare of those

(two ) conchs , al
l

men , O sire , lost their strength . And some
amongst them , O monarch , were inspired with dread , and some

lost their senses . And the ape on Arjuna ' s banner , opening
his mouth wide , made a

n awful noise with the other crea

tures o
n

it , fo
r

terrifying thy troops . 26 Then conchs and

horns and cymbals and Anakas were once more blown and
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beat fo
r

cheering thy warriors . " And that noise mingled with
the noise o

f
diverse (other )musical instruments , with the shouts

o
f warriors and the slaps o
f

their armpits , and with the leonine
roars uttered b

y
great car -warriors in summoning and challeng

in
g
(their antagonists ) . * 23 When that tumultuous uproar arose

there , an uproar that enhanced th
e

fears o
f

the timid , the so
n

o
f Pākaçāsana , filled with great delight , addressing him o
f

Daçārha ' s race , said (these words ) . ' " a9
SECTION LXXXIX .

“ 'Arjuna said , - Urge the steeds , O Hrishikeça , to where
Durmarshana stayeth ! Piercing through that elephant -division

Iwill penetrate into the hostile army !

" Sanjaya continued , — “ Thus addressed b
y

Savyasāchin ,

themighty -armed Keçava urged th
e

steeds to where Durmar

shana was staying . Fierce and awful was the encounter that
commenced there between one and the many , an encounter

that proved very destructive o
f

cars and elephants and men !

Then Pārtha , resembling a pouring cloud , covered his foes with
showers o

f shafts like amass o
f

clouds pouring rain o
n the

mountain breast . f4 The hostile car -warriors also , displaying
great lightness o

f hands , quickly covered both Krishna and
Dhananjaya with clouds o

f

arrows . The mighty -armed Pārtha
then , thus opposed in battle b

y

h
is

foes , became filled with
wrath , and began to strike o

ff with his arrows the heads o
f

car -warriors from their trunks . And the Earth became strewn
with beautiful heads decked with ear -rings and turbans , the
nether lips bi

t b
y

the upper ones , and the faces adorned with
eyes troubled with wrath . ? Indeed , the scattered heads of the
warriors looked resplendent like a

n assemblage o
f

plucked o
ff

and crushed lotuses lying strewn about the field . Golden
coats o

f

mail dyed with gore , (lying thick over the field ) , looked

* This verse is grammatically connected with 2
7 . The Bengal read .

ing samahutais is better than the Bombay reading samadhutais although

Nilakantha accepts the last . - T .

+ The original is pleonastic . - T .

3
1
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like masses of clouds charged with lightning . * * The sound, O
king , of heads falling on the Earth , resembled that of falling
palmyra fruits ripened by time. Headless trunks arose , some
standing bow in hand , and some with naked swords upraised in
the act of striking ." Those brave warriors , incapable of brook
ing Arjuna's feats and desirous of vanquishing him , had no
distinct perception as to when their heads were struck o

ff by

Arjuna . 12 The Earth became strewn with heads of horses ,

trunks o
f elephants , and the arms and legs of heroic warriors . 13

- This one is Pārtha , — Where is Pārtha ? - Here is Pārtha !

- Even thus , o king , the warriors of thy army became filled

with the idea o
f

Pārtha only ! 4 Deprived o
f their senses

b
y

Time , they regarded the whole world to be full of Pārtha
only , and , therefore , many o

f

them perished , striking one
another , and some struck even their own selves . 15 Uttering
wails o

f

woe , many heroes , covered with blood , deprived o
f

their senses , and in great agony , laid themselves down , calling
upon their friends and kinsmen . ' Arms , bearing short arrows ,

o
r lances , or darts , or swords , or battle -axes , or pointed stakes ,

o
r

scimitars , or bows , or spears , or shafts , or maces , and cased

in armour and decked with Angadas and other ornaments , and
looking like large snakes , and resembling huge clubs , cut o

ff

(from trunks ) with mighty weapons , were seen to jump about ,

jerk about , and move about , with great force , as if in rage . 17 - 19

Every one amongst those that wrathfully advanced against

Pārtha in that battle , perished ,his body pierced with some fatal
shaft o

f

that hero . 20 While dancing o
n his car a
s it moved ,

and drawing his bow , no one there could detect the minutest
opportunity fo

r

striking h
im . The quickness with which h
e

took his shafts , fixed them o
n the bowstring , and le
t

them o
ff ,

filled a
ll

his enemies with wonder . 22 Indeed , Phālguna , with
his shafts , pierced elephants and elephant -riders , horses and
horse -riders , car -warriors and drivers of cars . There was none
amongst his enemies , whether staying before him , or struggl

* This verse obviously needs correction . Instead of " golden coats of

mail , " I think some such correction is needed , vi
z , "coats o
f mail , of

black iron , decked with gold and dyed with blood , & c . " - T .
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in
g

in battle , or wheeling about , or pressed forward b
y

those

o
n their back , whom the son of Pāndu did not slay . 24 A
s

the

Sun rising in the welkin destroyeth the thick gloom , even so

d
id Arjuna destroy that elephant force b
y

means o
f

his shafts

winged with Kanka plumes . 25 The field occupied b
y

thy

troops , in consequence o
f riven elephants fallen upon it , looked

like th
e

Earth strewn with huge hills a
t the hour o
f

univer

sa
l

dissolution . A
s

the midday Sun is incapable o
f being

looked a
t b
y

a
ll

creatures , even so was Dhananjaya excited

with wrath incapable o
f being looked a
t , in battle , by h
is

enemies . a ? The troops of thy son , O chastiser o
f

foes , aftlicted

(with the arrows o
f Dhananjaya ) , broke and fled in fear . 28

Like a mass o
f

clouds pierced and driven away b
y
a mighty

wind , that army was pierced and routed by Pārtha . None ,

indeed , could gaze at that hero while h
e

was slaying the foe . 29

Urging their horses to great speed b
y goads , by the horns of

their bows , b
y

deep growls , b
y

encouraging behests , b
y whips ,

b
y

cuts o
n their flanks , and b
y

threatening speeches , thy
men , vi

z
. , thy cavalry and thy car -warriors , as also thy foot

soldiers , afflicted with the shafts of Arjuna , fled away from the
field . 30 - 31 Others (that rode o

n elephants ) , fled away , urging
those huge beasts b

y pressing their flanks with their tocs o
r

with strokes o
f

the hook . Others , deprived of their senses b
y

Pārtha ' s arrows , in flying , ran against Pārtha himself . Indeed ,

thy warriors then became all chcerless and their understandings .

were all confused . ' " 32

SECTION XC .

" Dhritarāshtra said , — When the van o
fmy army thus

slaughtered b
y

the diadem -decked (Arjuna ) broke and fled ,

who were those heroes that advanced against Arjuna ? " (Did
any o

f

them actually fight with Arjuna , or ) did all , abandoning

their resolutions , enter the Çakata array , getting behind the
fearless Drona resembling a solid wall ? ? ?

“ Sanjaya said , — When Indra ' s son Arjuna , 0 ) sinless one ,

began , with his excellent arrows , to break and incessantly slay
that force o

f

ours ,many heroes were either slain , or becoming
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dispirited , fled away . None , in that battle ,was capable of even
looking at Arjuna.3-4 Then thy son Duscāsana , 0 king , be
holding that state of the troops , became filled with wrath and
rushed against Arjuna for battle. That hero of fierce prowess ,

cased in a beautiful coat of mail made of gold and his head

covered with a turban decked with gold , caused Arjuna to be
surrounded by a large elephant force which seemed capable of
devouring the whole Earth .” With the sound of the elephants'
bells , the blare of conchs, the twang of bowstrings , and the
grunts of the tuskers , the Earth , th

e

points of the compass , and
the welkin ,seemed to be entirely filled . That space of time be
came fierce and awful . Beholding those huge beasts with ex
tended trunks filled with wrath and rushing quickly towards him ,

like winged mountains , urged o
n with hooks , " Dhananjaya , that

lion among men , uttering a leonine shout , began to pierce and
slay that elephant force with h

is shaftg . " And like a Mukara
penetrating into the vasty deep surging into mountain waves

when agitated b
y

the tempest , the diadem -decked (Arjuna )

penetrated into that elephant host . , Indeed , Pārtha , that
subjugator o

f

hostile cities , was then seen b
y

a
ll

o
n every side

to resemble the scorching Sun that rises , transgressing the rule

about direction and hour , on the day of the universal destruc
tion . 13 And in consequence o

f

the sound o
f

horse -hoofs , the

rattle o
f

car -wheels , the shouts o
f combatants , the twang o
f

bow - strings , 14 the noise o
f

diverse musical instruments , the

blare o
f Panchajanya and Devadatta , and the roar of Ganz

diva , ' s men and elephants were dispirited and deprived o
f

their senses . And men and elephants were riven b
y Savyasă

chin with his shafts whose touch resembled that o
f

snakes o
f

virulent poison . " And those elephants , in that battle , were
pierced a

ll

over their bodies with sharp shafts , numbering thou
sands upon thousands , sped from Gāndiva . " ? While thusman
gled b

y

the diadem -decked (Arjuna ) , they uttered loud noises and
incessantly fe

ll

down o
n the earth like mountains shorn o
f

their

wings . 18 Others struck at the ja
w

o
r

frontal globes o
r temples ,

with long shafts , uttered cries resembling those o
f cranes . ' The

diadem -decked (Arjuna ) began to cut of
f ,with his straight arrows ,

the heads o
f

warriors standing o
n the necks o
f elephants . 20
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Those heads decked with ear -rings, constantly falling on the
Earth , resembled a multitude of lotuses that Pārtha was cull
ing for an offer to his gods. And while the elephants

wandered on the field , many warriors were seen to hang from
their bodies , divested of armour, afflicted with wounds, covered
with blood , and looking like painted pictures . In some ins
tances two or three warriors , pierced by one arrow winged with
beautiful feathers and well -shot ( from Gandiva ), fell down on
the Earth .* * Many elephants, deeply pierced with long shafts,
fell down , vomiting blood from their mouths , with the riders
on their backs, like hills overgrown with forests tumbling down
through some convulsion of nature .2* And Pārtha , by means
of his straight shafts , cut into fragments the bowstrings , stand
ards, bows , yokes, and shafts of the car-warriors opposed to
him .25 None could notice when Arjuna took up his arrows,
when he fixed them on the bowstring , when he drew the
string , and when he le

t

them o
ff . All that could b
e

seen was

that Pārtha seemed to dance o
n his car with his bow incessant

ly drawn to a circle . 26 Elephants , deeply pierced with long
shafts and vomiting blood from their mouths , fell down , as
soon a

s they were struck , on the Earth . ” ? And in the midst

o
f

that great carnage , O monarch , innumerable headless trunks
were seen to stand u

p
. 28 Arms , with bows in grasp , or whose

fingers were cased in leathern fences , holding swords , or decked
with Angadas and other ornaments o

f

gold , cut o
ff

from

trunks , were seen lying about . And the field o
f

battle was

strewn with innumerable Upushkaras and Adhishtānas , and
shafts , and crowns , crushed car -wheels , and broken Akshas , and
yokes , and warriors armed with shields and bows , and floral
garlands , and ornaments , and robes , and fallen standards . : 0 - 81

And in consequence o
f

those slain elephants and steeds , and the
fallen bodies o

f Kshatriyas , the Earth there assumed a
n awful

aspect . Duscāsana ' s force , thus slaughtered , 0 king , by the
diadem -decked (Arjuna ) , fied away . Their leader himself was

in great pain , 38 fo
r

Duscāsana , greatly afflicted b
y

those shafts ,

and overcome b
y

fear , entered , with his division , the Çukata
array , sceking Drona a

s his deliverer . ' ” 34

vercome
hoc usçāsana

, great her . leader
himen
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SECTION XCI.

" Sanjaya said,— Slaying the force of Duscāsana, themighty
car-warrior Savyasāchin , desirous of getting at th

e

ruler of the

Sindhus , proceeded against the division o
f

Drona . ' Having
approached Drona who was stationed a

t

the entrance o
f the

array , Pārtha , at Krishna ' s request , joined his hands and said
these words unto Drona : * – Wish me well , O Brāhmana , and
bless me , saying , Swasti ! Through thy grace I wish to

penetrate into this impenetrable array 1
8 Thou art tome even

a
smy sire , or even a
s king Yudhishthira the just , or even a
s

Krishna ! I tell thee this truly ! O sire , O sinless one , even

a
s Acwatthāman deserves to b
e protected b
y

thee , I also deserve

to be protected b
y

thee , O foremost o
f regenerate ones !

Through thy grace , O foremost o
f men , I desire to slay the

ruler o
f

the Sindhus in battle ! O lord , see that my vow is

accomplished ! 6 _ '

"Sanjaya continued , — Thus addressed b
y

him , the precept

o
r , smiling , replied unto him , saying , - 0 Vibhatsu , without

vanquishing me , thou shalt not be able to vanquish Jayadra

tha ! ? — Telling him this much , Drona , smiling , covered him
with showers o

f sharp arrows , as a ! so his car and steeds and
standard and charioteer . Then Arjuna , baffling Drona ' s

arrowy showers with his own arrows , rushed against Drona ,

shooting mightier and more awful shafts . Observant of Ksha
triya duties , Arjuna then pierced Drona in that battle with

nine arrows . " Cutting the shafts of Arjuna b
y

his own shafts ,

Drona then pierced both Krishna and Arjuna with many shafts

that resembled poison o
r

fire . ' Then , while Arjuna was think
ing o

f cutting off Drona ' s bow with his arrows , the latter ,

endued with great valor , fearlessly and quickly cut o
ff , with

his shafts , the bowstring o
f

the illustrious Phālguna . And

h
e

also pierced Phālguna ' s steeds and standard and chariot
eer . 12 - 13 And the heroic Drona covered Phālguna himself with
many arrows , smiling the while . Meantime , stringing his
large bow anew , 14 Pārtha , that foremost of all persons convers
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ant with arms, getting the better of his preceptor, quickly

shot six hundred arrows as if he had taken and shot only one

arrow . And once more he shot seven hundred other arrows ,

and then a thousand arrow 's incapable of being resisted , and

te
n

thousands of other arrows . All these slew many warriors

o
f

Drona ' s array : 16 Deeply pierced with those weapons by the
mighty and accomplished Pārtha acquainted with a

ll

modes o
f

warfare ,many men and steeds and elephants fe
ll

down deprived

o
f life . ? And ca
r
-warriors , afflicted b
y

those shafts , fell down
from their foremost o

f

cars , deprived o
f

horses and standards

and destitute o
f weapons and life . 18 And elephants fell down

like summits o
f

hills , or masses o
f clouds , or large houses ,

loosened , dispersed , or burnt down b
y

the thunder , the wind , or

the fire . 19 Struck with Arjuna ' s shafts , thousands of steeds
fell down like swans o

n the breast o
f Himavat , struck down by

the force of watery currents . 2 . Like the Sun , that rises a
t th
e

end o
f

the Yuga , drying u
p

with his rays vast quantities o
f

water , the son of Pāndu , b
y

h
is showers o
f weapons and arrows ,

slew vast numbers o
f

car -warriors and steeds and elephants and

foot soldiers . 21 Then like the clouds covering the Sun , the Drona
cloud , with it

s arrowy showers , covered the Pāndava -Sun , whose
rays in the shape of thick showers o

f

arrows were scorching in

the battle the foremost ones among the Kurus . " And then
the preceptor struck Dhanajaya a

t

the breast with a long shaft

shot with great force and capable o
f drinking the life o
f every

foe . ' Then Arjuna , deprived o
f strength , shook in a
ll

his

limbs like a hill during a
n Earthquake . Soon , however , regain

ing his fortitude , Vibhatsu pierced Drona with many winged

arrows . 24 Then Drona struck Vāsudeva with five arrows . And

h
e

struck Arjuna with three and seventy arrows , and his stand
ard with three . 25 Then , o king , the valorous Drona , getting
the better o

f

h
is disciple , within the twinkling of an eye made

Arjuna invisible b
y

means o
f

his arrowy showers . 26 We then
beheld the shafts o

f Bharadwāja ' s so
n falling in continuous

lines , and his bow also was seen to present the wonderful as
pect of being incessantly drawn to a circle . 27 And those shafts ,

countless in number , and winged with Kanka feathers , shot b
y

Drona in that battle , incessantly fell , o king , on Dhananjaya



248 (JAYADRATAS .MAHABHARATA,

and Vāsudeva.28 Beholding then that battle between Drona
and the son of Pāndu , Vāsudeva of great intelligence began
to reflect upon the accomplishment of the important ) task ."
Then Vāsudeva, addressing Dhananjaya , said these words :
O Pārtha , O Pārtha , O thou of mighty arms, we should not
waste time 1

8
0

Wemust go on , avoiding Drona , fo
r
a more

important task awaits us ! - In reply Pārtha said unto Krishna ,

- O Keçava , as thou pleasest ! $ ! — Then keeping the mighty

armed Drona to their right , Arjuna proceeded onwards . Turn
ing his face round , Vibhatsu proceeded , shooting his shafts . 53

Then Drona , addressing Arjuna , said , Whither dost thou pro
ceed , O so

n

o
f Pāndu ! Is it not true that thou ceasest not

( to fight ) till thou hast vanquished thy fo
e

? 8
8 –

“ Arjuna answered , — Thou art my preceptor and n
o fo
e
!

I am thy disciple and , therefore , like to thy son ! Nor is there
the man in the whole world who can vanquish thee in battle 1

8
4
_ '

" Sanjaya continued , - "Saying these words , the mighty

armed Vibhatsu , desirous o
f slaying Jayadratha , quickly pro

ceeded against the (Kaurava ) troops . And while h
e penetrat

e
d into thy army , those high - souled princes of Pānchāla , viz . ,

Yudhāmanyu and Uttamaujas , followed him a
s

the protectors

o
f his wheels . 36 Then , O king , Jaya , and Kritavarman o
f

the

Sātwata race , and the ruler o
f the Kāmvojas , and Crutāyus ,

began to oppose the progress o
f Dhananjaya . 87 And these had

ten thousand car -warriors for their followers . The Abhishāhas ,

the Curasenas , the Civis , the Vasātis , 38 the Māvellakas , the Lili
thyas , the Kaikayas , the Madrakas , the Nārāyana -Gopālas , and
the various tribes o

f

the Kāmvojas39 who had before been van
quished b

y

Karna , al
l
o
f

whom were regarded a
s very brave ,

placing Bharadwāja ’ s son at their head , and becoming regard
less o

f their lives , rushed towards Arjuna , 40 fo
r

resisting that
angry hero burning with grief o

n account o
f

the death o
f

h
is

son , that warrior resembling a
ll -destroying Death himself , clad

in mail , conversant with all modes o
f

warfare , prepared to

throw away his lif
e

in the thick o
f

battle , 41 — that mighty bow
man o

f great prowess , that tiger among men , — who resembled a
n

infuriate leader o
f
a
n elephantine herd , and who seemed ready

to devour the whole hostile army ! 48 The battle then that

- - -
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commenced was exceedingly fierce and made the hair stand

on end, between a
ll

those combatants o
n the one side and

Arjuna o
n the other , desiring to encounter each other . 43 And

a
ll
o
f

them , uniting together , began to resist that bull among

men advancing for the slaughter o
f Jayadratha , like medicines

resisting a raging disease . ' " 44
SECTION XCII .

“ Sanjaya said , — Held in check b
y

them , that foremost o
f

car -warriors , viz . , Pārtha o
f great might and prowess , was

quickly pursued b
y

Drona from behind . ' The so
n

o
f

Pāndu ,

however , like diseases scorching the body , blasted that army ,

scattering his sharp shafts and resembling o
n that account the

Sun himself scattering his countless rays o
f light . And steeds

were pierced , and cars with riders were broken and mangled ,

and elephants were overthrown . And umbrellas were cut o
ff

and displaced , and vehicles were deprived o
f

their wheels .

And the combatants fled o
n a
ll

sides , exceedingly afflicted with
arrows . Even thus progressed that fierce battle between those
Warriors and Arjuna encountering each other . Nothing could

b
e distinguished . With his straight shafts , Arjuna , O mon

arch , made the hostile army tremble incessantly . 4 - 5 Firmly
devoted to truth , Arjuna then , of white steeds , desirous of

accomplishing his v
o
w , rushed against that foremost of car

warriors , vi
z
. , Drona of red steeds . Then the preceptor Drona

struck h
is disciple , viz . , the mighty bowman Arjuna , with

five and twenty straight shafts capable o
f reaching the very

vitals . ? Thereupon Vibhatsu , that foremost of al
l

wielders o
f

weapons ,quickly rushed against Drona , shooting arrows capable

o
f baffling the force o
f

counter arrows shot a
t

him . Invoking

into existence then the Brahma weapon , Arjuna o
f

immeasur

able soul baffled with his straight shafts those shot so speedily

a
t

him b
y

Drona . The skill w
e

then beheld o
f Drona was

exceedingly wonderful , since Arjuna , though young , and though
struggling vigorously , could not pierce Drona with a single

shaft . Like a mass of clouds pouring torrents of rain , th
e

Drona cloud rained showers o
f

arrows o
n the Pārtha mount

32
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a
in . " Possessed o
f great energy , Arjuna received that arrowy

downpur , O king , b
y

invoking the Brahma weapon , and cut
off a

ll

those arrows b
y

arrows o
f

his own . " Drona then afflicted
Pārtha o

f

white steeds with five and twenty arrows . And he

struck Vāsudeva with seventy arrows on the chest and arms . "

Pārtha then , of great intelligence , smiling the while , resisted
the preceptor in that battle who was incessantly shooting sharp

arrows . 14 Then those two foremost o
f

car -warriors , while thus

struck b
y

Drona , avoided that invincible warrior ,who resembled
the raging Yuga fire . ' s Avoiding those sharp shafts shot
from Drona ' s bow , the diadem -decked son of Kunti , adorned
with garlands o

f

flowers , began to slaughter the host of the
Bhojas . ' Indeed , avoiding the invincible Drona who stood
immovable like the Maināka mountain , Arjuna took u

p

his

position between Kritavarman and Sudakshina the ruler o
f

the

Kāmvojas , " ? Then that tiger among men , vi
z
. , the ruler of

the Bhojas , coolly pierced that invincible and foremost descend
ant of Kuru with ten arrows winged with Kanka feathers . 18

Then Arjuna pierced him , O monarch , in that battle with a
hundred arrows . And once more h

e pierced h
im with three

other arrows , stupifying that hero of the Sātwata race . '

The ruler o
f

the Bhojas then , laughing th
e

while , pierced
Pārtha and Vāsudeva each with five and twenty arrows . 30

Arjuna then , cutting o
ff

Kritavarman ' s bow , pierced him with
one and twenty arrows resembling blazing flames o

f

fi
re o
r

angry snakes o
f

virulent poison . Then Kritavarman , that
mighty car -warrior , taking u

p

another bow , pierced Arjuna in

the chest , О Bhārata , with five arrows . " ? And once more h
e

pierced Pārtha with five sharp arrows . Then Pārtha struck
him in return in the centre o

f the chest with nine arrows . a3

Beholding the son of Kunti obstructed before the ca
r

o
f Krita

varman , he of Vrishni ' s race thought that no time should b
e

wasted . 24 Then Krishna , addressing Pārtha , said , - Do not
show any mercy to Kritavarman ! Disregarding thy relation
ship (with him ) , crush and slay him 1

2
5
_ Then Arjuna , stupi

fying Kritavarman with his arrows , proceeded , on his swift
steeds , to the division o

f

the Kāmvojas , 28 Seeing Arjuna of

white steeds penetrate into the Kāmvoja force , Kritavarman
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became filled with wrath . Shaking his bow with arrow fixed
thereon , he then encountered the two Pānchāla princes . In
deed , Kritavarman , with his arrows , resisted those two Pānchāla
princes as they advanced , following Arjuna for protecting his
wheels . Then Kritavarman the ruler of the Bhojas pierced

them both with sharp shafts , striking Yudhāmanyu with three,
and Uttamaujas with four. Those two princes in return each
pierced him with te

n
arrows . And once more Yudhāmanyu

shooting three arrows and Uttamaujas shooting three , eº cut off
Kritavarman ' s standard and bow . Then the son o

f Hridikā ,

taking u
p

another bow , and becoming infuriate with rage , 8 ' de
prived both those warriors o

f
their bows and covered them

with arrows . Then those two warriors , taking u
p

and string

ing two other bows , began to pierce Kritavarman . Mean
while Vibhatsu penetrated into the hostile army . But those
two princes , resisted b

y

Kritavarman , obtained n
o admittance 33

into the Dhārtarāshtra host , although those bulls among men
struggled vigorously . Then Arjuna o

f

white steeds quickly

afflicted in that battle the divisions opposed to him . 34 That
slayer o

f

foes , however , slew not Kritavarman although h
e
had

got him within reach . Beholding Pārtha thus proceeding ,
the brave king Crutāyudha , filled with wrath , rushed a

t

him ,
shaking his large bow . And h

e pierced Pārtha with three
arrows , and Janārddana with seventy And h

e

struck the

standard o
f

Pārtha with a very sharp arrow having a razor - like
head . Then Arjuna , filled with wrath , deeply pierced his
antagonist with ninety straight shafts like ( a rider ) striking a

mighty elephant with the hook . Crutāyudha , however , could
not , O king , brook that act of prowess o

n the part o
f Pāndu ' s

son . 87 - 93 He pierced Arjuna in return with seven and seventy

shafts . Arjuna then cut o
ff Crutāyudha ' s bow and then his

quiver , 39 and angrily struck him o
n the chest with seven straight

shafts . Then king Crutāyudha , deprived o
f

h
is

senses b
y

wrath , took u
p

another bow tº and struck the son o
f Vāsava

with nine arrows o
n the latter ' s arms and chest . Then Arjuna ,

that chastiser o
f

foes , laughing the while , ( ) Bhārata , afflicted
Crutāyudha with many thousands o

f

arrows . And that mighty
car -warrior quickly slew also the latter ' s steeds and chariot
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cer .41-42 Endued with great strength , the son of Pāndu then
pierced his fo

e

with seventy arrows . Then the valiant king
Crutāyudha , abandoning that steedless car , 43 rushed in that

encounter against Pārtha , uplifting his mace . The heroic
king Crutāyudha was the so

n

o
f Varuna , 44 having for his

mother thatmighty river o
f

cool water called Parnācā . His
mother , O king , had , fo

r

the sake o
f

her son , begged Varuna ,

saying , 45 _ Let this my son become unslayable o
n Earth !

Varuna , gratified (with her ) , had said , — I give him a boon

highly beneficial to him , 46 viz . , a celestial weapon , b
y

virtue

o
f

which this thy son will become unslayable o
n Earth b
y

foes !

Noman can have immortality . 47 O foremost o
f rivers , every

one who hath taken birth must inevitably d
ie ! This child ,

however , will always be invincible b
y

foes in battle , 48 through

the power of this weapon . Therefore , le
t

thy heart ' s fever b
e

dispelled ! - Having said these words , Varuna gave him , with
mantras , a mace . * ' Obtaining that mace , Crutāyudha became
invincible o

n Earth . Unto him , however , the illustrious Lord

o
f

the waters again said , 5° — This mace should not be hurled a
t

one who is not engaged in fight . If hurled a
t

such a person

it will come back and fall upon thyself . O illustrious child , ( if

so hurled ) it will then course in an opposite direction and slay

the person hurling it ! 51 — It would seem that when his hour
came , Crutāyudha disobeyed that injunction . With that hero
slaying mace h

e attacked Janārddana . 68 The valiant Krishna
received that mace o

n one o
f

his well -formed and stout should

ers . It failed to shake Caurin like the wind failing to shake

the mountains o
f Vindhya . 53 Thatmace , returning unto Cru

tāyudha himself , struck that brave and wrathful king staying

o
n his car , like a
n ill -accomplished act of sorcery injuring the

performer himself , 54 and slaying that hero , fell down o
n the

Earth . Beholding themace turn back and Crutāyudha slain , 55

loud cries o
f

Alus and O
h

arose there among the troops , a
t

the
sight o

f Crutāyudha , that chastiser of foes , slain b
y
a weapon

o
f

h
is

own . * 66 And because , O monarch , Crutāyudha had hurl

e
d that mace a
t

Janārddana who was not engaged in fighting ,

* The original is pleonastic . - T .
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it slew him who had hurled it.57 And Crutāyudha perished on
the field even in the manner that Varuna had indicated . De
prived of life he fell down on the Earth before the eyes of a

ll

the

bowmen . 58 While falling down , that dear son o
f Parnācā

shone resplendent like a tallbanian with spreading boughs

broken b
y

the wind . 69 Then all the troops and even a
ll

the

principal warriors fled away , beholding Crutāyudha , that chas

tiser o
f foes , slain . Then the son o
f

the ruler o
f

the Kām

vojas , viz . , the brave Sudhakshina , rushed o
n his swift steeds

against Phālguna that slayer o
f

foes . 61 Pārtha then , 0 Bhā
rata , sped seven shafts at him . Those shafts , passing through

th
e body o
f that hero , entered the Earth . 62 Deeply pierced by

those shafts sped in battle from Gāndiva , Sudakshina pierced
Arjuna in return with ten shafts winged with Kanka feathers . 63

And piercing Vāsudeva with three shafts , he once more pierced
Pārtha with five . Then , O sire , Pārtha , cutting o

ff
Sudakshi

n
a ' s bow , lopped o
ff the latter ' s standard . 64 And the son o
f

Pāndu pierced his antagonist with a couple o
f

broad -headed
arrows o

f great sharpness . Sudakshina , however , piercing Pār
tha once more with three arrows , uttered a leonine shout . ' '

Then the brave Sudakshina , filled with wrath , hurled a
t

the

wielder o
f Gāndiva a terrible dart made wholly o
f

iron and

decked with bells . That dart , blazing a
s
a large meteor , and

emitting sparks of fire , approaching that mighty car -warrior ,

pierced him through and fell down o
n the Earth . 67 Deeply

struck b
y

that dart and overcome with a swoon , Arjuna soon

enough recovered . Then that hero o
f mighty energy , licking

the corners o
f his mouth , 68 that son o
f

Pāndu , of inconceiv
able feats , pierced his foe , with his steeds , standard , bow , and
charioteer , with four and te

n

shafts winged with Kanka feath

e
rs . 69 With other arrows , countless in number , Pārtha then

cut Sudakshina ' s car into fragments . And then the son o
f

Pāndu pierced Sudakshina , the prince of the Kāmvojas , whose
purpose and prowess had both been baffled , with a sharp arrow

in the chest . Then the brave prince o
f

the Kāmvojas , his
coat o

f mail cut off , his limbs weakened , his diadem and Anga

das displaced , fell , head downwards , like a pole o
f Indra when

hurled from a
n engine . Like a beautiful Karnikāra tree in the



254 [ JAYADRITAI .MAHABHARATA ,

spring , gracefully growing on a mountain summit with beauti
ful branches , lying on the Earth when uprooted by the wind,

the prince of the Kämvojas lay on the bare ground , deprived of
life , though deserving of the costliest bed .70–73 Decked with
costly ornaments , handsome, possessed of eyes that were of a
coppery hue , and bearing on his head a garland of gold endued
with the effulgence of fire , the mighty-armed Sudakshina , the
son of the ruler of the Kāmvojas, overthrown by Pārtha with
his shafts,and lying on the Earth , reft of life , looked resplendent

like a beautifulmountain with a level top. Then al
l

the troops

o
f thy so
n

fi
le
d

away , beholding Crutāyudha , and Sudakshina

th
e

prince o
f the Kāmvojas , slain . ' ” 74 - 76

SECTION XCIII .
Sanjaya said , - 'Upon the fall of Sudakshina and o

f

the

heroic Crutāyudha , O monarch , thy warriors , filled with wrath ,

rushed with speed a
t

Pārtha . The Abhishahas , the Curasenas ,

the Civis , the Vasātis , began , O king , to scatter their arrowy
showers on Dhananjaya . The son o

f Pāndu then consumed

b
y

means o
f

his arrows si
x

hundred o
f

them a
t

once . There
upon those warriors , terrified , fled away like smaller animals
from a tiger . Rallying , they once more surrounded Pārtha ,
who was slaying his foes and vanquishing them in battle . *
Dhananjaya then , with shafts sped from Gandiva , speedily
felled the heads and arms o

f

the combatants thus rushing upon

him . Not an inch of the field o
f

battle was unstrewn with

fallen heads , and the flights of crows and vultures and ravens

that hovered over the field seemed to form a cloudy canopy .

Seeing their followers thus exterminated , Crutāyush and Ach
yutāyush were both filled with wrath . And they continued to

contend vigorously with Dhananjaya . Endued with great
might , proud , heroic , of noble lineage , and possessed of strength

o
f

arms , those two bowmen , O king , solicitous o
f winning great

fame and desirous , fo
r

the sake o
f thy son , to compass the

destruction o
f Arjuna , quickly showered upon the latter their

arrowy downpours from a
t

once his right and left . 7 - 9 Those
angry heroes , with a thousand straight shafts , covered Arjuna
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like twomasses of clouds filling a lake. Then that foremost
of ca

r
-warriors , vi
z
. , Crutāyush , filled with wrath , struck

Dhananjaya with a well -tempered and sharp -pointed lance . ? !

That crusher o
f

foes , then , viz . , Arjuna , deeply pierced b
y

his
mighty fo

e , swooned away in that battle , stupifying Keçava
also ( b

y

thatact ) . Meanwhile , the mighty car -warrior Achyu

tāyush forcibly struck the son o
f

Pāndu with a keen -pointed

spear . 13 By that act he seemed to pour a
n acid upon the

wound o
f the high -souled son o
f

Pāndu . Deeply pierced there
with , Pārtha supported himself b

y

seizing the flagstaff . 24 Then

a leonine shout was sent forth b
y

all thy troops , O monarch ,

in the belief that Dhananjaya was deprived o
f

life . And
Krishna also was scrorched with grief upon beholding Pārtha

senseless . Then Kecava comforted Dhananjaya with soothing

words . ' Then those foremost of ca
r
-warriors , (viz . , Crutāyush

and Achyutāyush ) , of true aim , pouring their arrowy showers

o
n a
ll

sides , in that battle , made Dhananjaya and Vāsudeva of
Vrishni ' s race invisible with their car and car -wheels and
Kuvaras , their steeds and flagstaff and banner . And al

l

this

seemed wonderful . ' 7 - 18 Meanwhile , o Bhārata , Vibhatsu slowly
regained his senses , like one come back from the very abode o

f

the king o
f

the dead . " Beholding his car with Keçava over
whelmed with arrows , and seeing also those two antagonists o

f

h
is staying before h
im like two blazing fires , 2° the mighty

ca
r
-warrior Pārtha then invoked into existence the weapon

named after Cakra . From that weapon flowed thousands of

straight shafts . And those shafts struck Crutāyush and
Achyutāyush , those mighty bowmen . And the arrows shot b

y

the latter , pierced b
y

those o
f

Pārtha , coursed through the
welkin . And the son of Pāndu , quickly baffling those arrows

b
y

th
e

force o
f

his own arrows , began to career over the field ,

encountering mighty car -warriors . Meanwhile Crutāyush and
Achyutāyush were , by Arjuna ' s arrowy showers , deprived of

their arms and heads . And they fell down o
n the Earth like a

couple o
f tall trees broken b
y

the wind . 28 - 34 And the death

o
f Crutāyush and the slaughter o
f Achyutāyush created a

surprise equal to what men would feel a
t the sight o
f the

ocean becoming dry , 85 Then slaying fifty car -warriors amongst
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the followers of those two princes, Pārtha proceeded against
the Bharata army , slaying many foremost of warriors . 6 Bebold
ing both Crutāyush and Achyutāyush slain , their sons , those
foremost of men , viz., Niyatāyush and Dirghāyush , O Bhā
rata , both filled with rage , rushed against the son of Kunti ,

scattering shafts of diverse kinds , and much pained by th
e

calamity that had happened to their sires . " 7 - 28 Arjuna , ex
cited with rage , in a moment despatched them both towards

Yama ' s abode , by means of straight shafts . 29 And those bulls
among Kshatriyas ( that were in the Kuru army ) were perfectly

unable to resist Pārtha who agitated the Dhārtarāshtra ranks

like an elephant agitating the waters o
f
a lake filled with

lotuses . " Then thousands o
f trained elephant -riders amongst

the Angas , O monarch , filled with rage , surrounded the son o
f

Pāndu with their elephant force . 8 . Urged b
y Duryodhana ,

many kings also o
f

the West and the South , and many others
headed b

y

the ruler o
f

the Kalingas , also surrounded Arjuna ,

with their elephants huge a
s hills . s : Pārtha , however , with

shafts sped from Gāndiva , quickly cut off the heads and arms ,

decked with ornaments , of those advancing combatants . The

field o
f

battle , strewn with those heads and arms decked with
Angadas , looked like golden stones entwined b

y

snakes . *
And the arms o

f

warriors cut of
f

therewith , while falling down ,
looked like birds dropping down from trees . 85 And the e

le

phants , pierced with thousands of arrows and shedding blood

(from their wounds ) , looked like hills in the season o
f rains

with liquified red chalk streaming down their sides . 86 Others ,

slain b
y

Pārtha with sharp shafts , lay prostrate o
n the field .

And many Mlecchas o
n the backs o
f elephants , of diverse

kinds o
f ugly forms , ' robed in diverse attires , 0 king , and

armed with diverse kinds o
f weapons , and bathed in blood ,

looked resplendent as they lay o
n the field , deprived o
f

life b
y

means o
f

diverse kinds o
f

arrows 88 And thousands o
f

ele

phants along with their riders and those o
n foot that urged

them forwards , struck with Pārtha ' s shafts , vomitted blood , * *

o
r

uttered shrieks o
f agony , or fell down , or ran ungovernably

in a
ll

directions . Andmany , exceedingly frightened , trod down
and crushed their own men , * ' And many , which were kept
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as reserves and which were fierce as snakes of virulent poison ,

d
id

the same , And many terrible Yavanas and Pāradas and
Cakas and Vālhikas , and Mlecchas born o

f the cow ( belonging

to Vaçishtha ) , of fierce eyes , accomplished in smiting , looking

like messengers o
f

Death , and all conversant with the deceptive
powers o

f

the Asuras , and many Darvātisāras and Daradas and
Pundras numbering b

y

thousands , in hundreds and thousands

o
f

bands , and together forming a force that was countless , 42 - 45

began to shower their sharp shafts upon the son o
f Pāndu ,

Accomplished in various modes o
f

warfare , those Mecchas
covered Arjuna with their arrows . 44 Upon them Dhananjaya

also quickly poured his arrows . And those arrows , shot from
Gāndiva , looked like flights of locusts , as they coursed through

the welkin . “ “ Indeed , Dhananjaya , having b
y

his arrows caused

a shade over the troops like that of the clouds , slew , b
y

the

force o
f his weapons , al
l

the Mlecchus with heads completely

shaved o
r half -shaved o
r

covered with mattled locks , impuro

in habits , and of crooked faces . Those dwellers of hills , pierced

with arrows , 46 - 47 those denizens of mountain caves , fled away

in fear . And ravens and Kankas and wolves , with great glee ,

drank the blood o
f

those elephants and steeds and their Melccho

riders overthrown o
n the field b
y

Pārtha with his sharp shafts ,

Indeed , Arjuna caused a fierce river to flow there whose current
consisted o

f

blood . (Slain ) foot -soldiers and steeds and cars
and elephants constituted it

s

embankments . The showers of

shafts poured constitued its rafts and the hair of the combatants

formed it
s

moss and weeds . 48 - 50 And the fingers cut of
f

from the

arms o
f

warriors , formed it
s little fishes . And that river was

a
s awful as Death itself at the end o
f

the Yuga . And that
river o

f

blood flowed towards the region o
f

Yama . And the
bodies o

f

slain elephants , floating o
n it , obstructed it
s

current . se

And the Earth was covered a
ll

over with the blood o
f Kshatriyas

and o
f elephants and steeds and their riders ,and o
f ca
r
-warriors ,

and became one bloody expanse like to what is seen when Indra

showers a heavy down -pour covering uplands and lowlands

alike . And that bull among Kshatriyas despatched si
x

thou

sand horsemen and again a thousand foremost o
f Kshatriyas in

that battle into the jaws o
f Death . Thousands o
f well -equipt

33



258 (JAYADRATRA .MAHABHARATA ,

elephants , pierced with arrows,52-54 lay prostrate on the field
like hills struck down by thunder . And Arjuna careered over
the field , slaying steeds and car -warriors and elephants, like
an elephant of rent temples crushing a forest of reeds. As a
conflagration , urged by the wind, consumes a dense forest of

trees and creepers and plants and dry wood and grass
, even so

d
id that fire , vi
z
. , Pāndu ' s son Dhanajaya , having shafts for its

flames and urged o
n b
y

the Krishna wind , angrily consume thy

forest o
f

warriors . Making the terraces o
f cars empty , and

causing the Earth to be strewn with human bodies , 5
5 - 58 Dhanan

jaya seemed to dance , bow in hand , in the midst of those vast

musses o
f

men . Deluging the Earth with blood b
y

means of his

shafts endued with the strength o
f

the thunder , 59 Dhananjaya

excited with wrath , penetrated into the Bharata host . While
thus proceeding , Crutāyush the ruler o

f the Amvashthas resisted

him . 6 Arjuna then , O sire , speedily felled , with keen shafts
equipt with Kanka feathers , the steeds o

fCrutāyush struggling

in battle . And cutting o
ff , with other shafts , the bow also of

his antagonist , Pārtha careered over the field . The ruler o
f the

Amvashthas then ,with eyes troubled in wrath , took u
p
&

mace62 and approached the mighty car -warrior Pārtha and

Keçava also in that battle . Then that hero , uplifting h
is mace .

stopped the (progress of Arjuna ' s ) car b
y

it
s

strokes , and struck

Keçava also therewith . Then that slayer o
f

hostile heroes ,vis . .

Arjuna , beholding Keçava struck with that mace , became filled

with wrath . And then , O Bhārata , that hero , with his shafts
equipt with wings o

f gold , covered the ruler of the Amvashthas ,

that foremost o
f

car -warriors , armed with mace , like the clouds

covering the risen Sun . With other shafts , Pārtha then cut off

the mace o
f

that high -souled warrior into fragments , reducing

it almost to dust . And a
ll

this seemed highly wonderful .

Beholding that mace o
f his cut of
f

into fragments , the ruler o
f

the Amvashthas took u
p

another huge mace , 68 – 67 and repeatedly

struck both Arjuna and Keçava therewith . Then Arjuna , with

a couple o
f sharp broad -faced arrows , cut of
f

the uplifted arms o
f

Crutāyush which held the mace , those arms that looked like a

couple o
f Indra ' s standards , and with another winged arrow , he

cut off the head o
f

that warrior . Thus slain , Crutāynsh fell
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down, o king , filling the Earth with a loud noise,68–69 like
a tall standard of Indra when the strings , tying it to the
engine on which it is set, a

re

cu
t

o
ff . Surrounded then o
n a
ll

sides b
y

ranks of cars and b
y

hundreds upon hundreds o
f

elephants and cars , Pārtha became invisible like the Sun covered
with clouds . ' " 70

SECTION XCIV .

"Sanjaya said , - 'After the son o
f Kunti , impelled b
y

the

desire o
f slaying the ruler o
f

the Sindhus , had penetrated ( into
the Bharata host ) , having pierced through the irresistible divi
sions o

f both Drona and the Bhojas , after the heir of the ruler

o
f

the Kāmvojas , vi
z
. , prince Sudakshina , had been slain , after

Savyasāchin had killed the valiant Crutāyudha also , after the

(Kuru ) ranks had fled away and confusion had se
t
in o
n a
ll

sides ,

thy son , beholding his army broken , repaired to Drona .

Quickly coming o
n h
is

car to Drona , Duryodhana said : — That
tiger among men (viz . , Arjuna ) , having crushed this vast host ,
hath already passed through it ! * Aided b

y

thy judgment ,
think now what should b

e done next for the slaughter o
f

Arjuna in view o
f

this awful carnage ! Blessed b
e

thou ,

adopt such measures that that tiger among men may not
succeed in slaying Jayadratha ! Thou art our sole refuge !

Like a raging conflagration consumi n
g

heaps o
f dry grass

and straw , the Dhananjaya - fir
e , urged b
y

the wind o
f his

wrath , is consuming the grass and straw constituted b
y my

troops ! ? O scorcher o
f

foes , seeing the son o
f Kunti pass ,

having pierced through this host , those warriors that are pro
tecting Jayadratha have become doubtful ( o

f

their ability to

resist Pārtha ) . O foremost o
f

those acquainted with Brahma ,

it was the settled conviction o
f the kings that Dhananjaya

would never , with life , succeed in transgressing Drona ! " O

thou o
f great splendour , when , however , Pārtha has pierced

through thy division in thy very sight , I regard my army to be

very weak . Indeed , I think that I have n
o troops ! 0 thou

that art highly blessed , I know thou art devoted to the wel
fare o

f the Pāndavas ! I lose my reason , O regenerate one , in
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thinking what should be done !" To the best of my power , O
regenerate one , I behave myself well with thee ! To the best
of my power I also seek to gratify thee ! Thou , however ,
dost not bear a

ll

this in mind ! ! O thou o
f

immeasurable

prowess , although we are ever devoted to thee , still thou never
seekcst our welfare ! Thou a

rt always well -pleased with the

Pāndavas and always engaged in doing u
s

evil ! " Though

deriving thy livelihood from u
s , still thou a
rt engaged in doing

evil to u
s
! I was not aware that thou art but a razor steeped in

honey ! 14 If thou hadst not granted me the boon about humi
liating and checking the Pāndavas , I would never have pre

vented the ruler o
f the Sindhus from returning to his own

country ! 15 Fool that I am , expecting protection from thee , I

assured the ruler o
f

the Sindhus , and through my folly offered
him a

s
a victim to Death ! 16 A man may escape , having e
n

tered the very jaws o
f

Death . But there is no escapo for
Jayadratha , when once h

e

comes within reach o
f Dhanajaya ' s

arms ! " ? O thou that ownest red steeds , d
o that b
y

which the

ruler o
f

the Sindhus may yet b
e

saved ! D
o

not give way to

wrath o
n hearing the delirious ravings o
f my afflicted self ! O ,

protect yet the ruler o
f

the Sindhus ! & _

“ 'Drona said , I do not find fault with thy words ! Thon
art as dear tome as Açwatthāman himself ! I tell thee truly !

Act , however , now according to my words ,Oking ! 19 O
f

all

drivers o
f

cars , Krishna is the foremost . His steeds also are

the foremost o
f

their species . Obtaining only a very small

space , Dhananjaya can pass very quickly through it . " Seeste
thou not that the shafts o

f

the diadem -decked (Arjuna ) , count

less in number , shot from his bow , ar
e

falling full two miles

behind his car a
s

h
e

is proceeding ? 2
1 Burdened with the

weight o
f years , I am now incapable o
f going so fast . The

whole army o
f the Pārthas again is now close upon our van ! * *

Yudhishthira also should b
e

seized b
y

me . Even so , O thon

o
f mighty arms , hath been the vow made b
y

me in the pre

sence o
f a
ll

bowmen and in the midst o
f

all the Kshatriyas ! > 3

O king , he is now staying a
t

the head o
f his troops , abandoned

by Dhananjaya ! I shall not , therefore , abandoning the gate

o
f our array . fight with Phālguna 1
2
4

It is meet that thyselt ,
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properly supported , shouldst fight with that fo
e

o
f thine , who

is alone , and who is thy equal in lineage and feats ! Do not
fear ! Go and fight with him ! Thou art the ruler of the

world ! 95 Thou art a king ! Thou art a hero ! Possessed o
f

fame , thou art accomplished in vanquishing (thy foes ) ! O brave

subjugator o
f

hostile towns , go thyself to that spot where
Dhananjaya the son o

f Prithā is ! — 36

“ 'Duryodhana said , – 0 preceptor , how is it possible for
me to resist Dhananjaya who has transgressed even thee that
art the foremost o

f a
ll

wielders o
f

arms ? a ? The very chief o
f

the celestials , armed with the thunder , is capable o
f being

vanquished in battle , but Arjuna . that subjugator o
f

hostile
towns . cannot be vanquished in battle ! 28 He b

y

whom Hridikā ' s

son (Kritavarman ) , the ruler of the Bhojas , and thyself equal
unto a celestial , have both been vanquished b

y

the power o
f

his weapons , he by whom Crutāyush hath been slain , 29 as also
Sudakshina , and king Crutāyudha to

o , he by whom both Cru
täyush and Achyutāyush and myriads o

f

Mlecchas also have

been slain , sº how ca
n I contend in battle with that invincible

son o
f

Pāndu , that accomplished master of weapons , who is
even like a

n a
ll
-consuming fire ? s ! How also dost thou think

me competent to fight with him today ? I am dependent on

thee like a slave ! Protect my fame ! — 3
8

« «Drona said , - Thou sayest truly ,Othou o
f Kuru ' s race ,

that Dhananjava is irresistible ! I , however , will do that b
y

which thou shalt be able to bear him ! 88 Let all the bowmen in

the world behold today the wonderful fact of the son o
f Kunti

being held in check b
y

thee in the very sight of Vāsudeva ! 84

This thy armour of gold , O king , I will tie on thy body in such

a way that no weapon used b
y

man will b
e able to strike thee

in battle 1
3
5

If even the three worlds with the Asuras and the
celestials , the Yakshas , the Uragas , and the Rākshasas , to

gether with a
ll

human beings , fight with thee today , thou
needst still entertain n

o

fear ! Neither Krishna , nor the son

o
f

Kunti , nor any other wielder of weapons in battle . will be

able to pierce this armour o
f thine with arrows ! 87 Cased in

that coat of mail , quickly g
o

thou today against the angry

Arjuna in battle ! He will not b
e able to bear thee ! 88 _ '
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· " Sanjaya said , - 'Having said these words, Drona , that fore
most of persons conversant with Brahma , touching water , and
duly uttering certain mantras , speedily donned that highly

wonderful and bright armour on Duryodhana 's body , for the
victory of thy so

n

in that dreadful battle , and causing ( b
y

that

act ) a
ll persons there to be filled with amazement . 89 - 10 And

Drona sajd , - Let the Vedas , and Brahman , and the Brāhma

nas , bless thee ! Let al
l

the higher classes o
f reptiles b
e
a source

o
f

blessing to thee , O Bhārata ! * Let Yayāti , and Nahusha ,

and Dhundumāra , and Bhagiratha , and the other royal sages ,

all do what is beneficial to thee : 42 Let blessings b
e

to thee
from creatures having but one le

g , and from those that have
many legs ! Let blessings be to thee , in this great battle , from
creatures that have n

o legs ! Let Swāhā , and Swadhā , and
Cachi , also , all do what is beneficial to thee ! O sinless one ,

le
t

Lakshmi and Arandhati too d
o what is beneficial to thee ! * *

Let Asita , and Devala , and Vicwāmitra , and Angiras , and
Vaçishtha , and Kaçyapa , o king , do what is beneficial to

thee 14
5

Let Dhātri , and the lord of the worlds , and the points

o
f

the compass , and the regents o
f

those points , and the six
faced Kārtikeya , al

l

give thee what is beneficial ! * 6 Let the
divine Vivaswat benefit thee completely ! Let the four ele
phants , of the four quarters , the Earth , the firmament , the pla
nets , 47 and he who is underneath the Earth and holds her ( on

his head ) , o king , viz . , Cesha , that foremost of snakes , give
thee what is fo

r thy benefit ! * 8 0 son o
f Gāndhāri , formerly

the Asura named Vritra , displaying his prowess in battle ,

had defeated the best o
f

celestials in battle . The latter , num
boring thousands upon housands , with mangled bodies , 49 — those

denizens o
f

heaven , - with Indra a
t

their head , deprived o
f

energy and might a
ll repaired to Brahman and sought his

protection , afeared o
f

the great Asura Vritra ! 5° And the
gods said , - [ O best of gods , O foremost of celestials , be thou
the refuge o

f

the gods now crushed b
y

Vritra ! Indeed , rescue

u
s

from this great fear ! ] " _ _ Then Brahman , addressing Vishnu
staying beside him a

s also those best o
f

celestials headed
by Cikra , said unto them that were all cheerless , these words
fraught with truth : 52 — [ Indeed , the gods with Indra a
t their
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head , and the Brāhmanas also , should ever be protected by

me ! The energy of Tashtri is invincible from which Vritra

hath been created . Having in days of yore performed ascetic

penances fo
r
a million o
f years , Tashtri then , ye gods , created

Vritra , obtaining permission thereto from Maheçwara . 54 That
mighty fo

e

o
f yours hath succeeded in smiting you through

th
e

grace o
f that god o
f gods ! Without going to th
e

place

where Cankara stayeth , y
e

cannot see the divine Hara ! 55 Hav

in
g

seen that god , y
e

will be able to vanquish Vritra ! There

fore , go ye without delay to the mountains o
f

Mandara ! There

stayeth that origin of ascetic penances , that destroyer o
f Dak

sh
a ' s sacrifice , " that wielder o
f Pināka , that lord of al
l

crea

tures , that slayer o
f

the Asura called Bhaganetra ! ] — Thus

addressed b
y

Brahman , the gods , proceeding to Mandara with

Brahman in their company , 57 beheld there that heap o
f

energy ,

that Supreme god endued with the splendour o
f
a million Suns .

Seeing the gods , Maheçwara welcomed them and enquired what

h
e

was to do fo
r

them . 58 – [ The sight ofmy person can never be
fruitless ! Let the fruition o

f your desires proceed from this ! )

- Thus addressed b
y

him , the dwellers o
f heaven replied , 5 ' _

(We have been deprived o
f our energy b
y

Vritra ! B
e

thou

the refuge o
f th
e

dwellers o
f

heaven ! Behold , o lord , our
bodies beaten and bruised b

y

his strokes ! We seek thy pro

tection ! B
e

thou our refuge , O Maheçwara ! ] 6° — The god o
f

gods , called Sarva , then said , - [ Y
e

gods , it is well known to you

how this action , fraught with great strength , terrible , and in
capable o

f being resisted b
y

persons destitute o
f

ascetic merit ,

originated , springing from the energy o
f Tashtri , (the divine

artificer ) ! 6 A
s regards myself , it is certainly my duty to ren

der aid to the dwellers o
f heaven ! O Cakra , take this efful

gent armour from o
ffmy body . And , O chief of the celestials ,

put it on ,mentally uttering these mantras ! ] — 6
3

“ Drona continued , - Having said these words , the boon

giving (Civa ) gave that armour with the mantras ( t
o be uttered

by the wearer ) . Protected b
y

that armour , Cakra proceeded
against the host o

f Vritra in battle . 68 And although diverse

kinds o
f weapons were hurled a
t

him in that dreadful battle ,

yet the joints of that armour could not b
e cut open . * Then
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the lord of the celestials slew Vritra , and afterwards gave

unto Angiras that armour whose joints were made up of

mantras .es And Angiras imparted those mantras to his son
Vrihaspati having a knowledge of allmantras . And Vrihaspati
imparted the knowledge to Agniveçya of great intelligence.66
And Agniveçya imparted it to me, and it is with the a

id o
f

those mantras , O best of kings , that I , for protecting thy body ,

tie this armour o
n thy body 1
6
7
. - ' .

“ Sanjaya continued , - - Having said these words , Drona , that
bull among preceptors , once more addressed thy son o

f great

splendour , saying ,6840 king , I put this armour o
n thy bcdy ,

joining it
s pieces with the aid o
f

Brahma strings . In days o
f

yore Brahman himself had thus put it on Vishnu in battle 1
6
9

Even a
s

Brahman himself had put this celestial armour on Cakra

in the battle caused b
y

the abduction o
f

Tārakā , I put it on

thee ! 7° _ Having thus , with mantras , donned that armour duly

o
n Duryodhana , the regenerate Drona sent the king to battle . ?

And the mighty -armed king , cased in armour b
y

the high -souled
preceptor , and accompanied b

y
a thousand car -warriors o
f the

Trigarta country , al
l

accomplished in smiting , 72 and a thousand
infuriate elephants endued with great prowess , and a hundred
thousand horse , and many other mighty car -warriors , " 8 proceed

e
d towards the car o
f Arjuna . And the mighty -armed king pro

ceeded , with the noise of diverse kinds of musical instruments ,

against his fo
e , like Virochana ' s son (Vali in days o
f yore ) . 74

Then , O Bhārata , a loud uproar arose among thy troops , be
holding the Kuru king proceeding like a fathomless ocean . ' " 75

SECTION XCV .

" Sanjaya said , - 'After that bull among men , viz . , Duryo
dhana , had set out from behind , following Pārtha and him o

f

Vrishni ' s race , O king , both of whom had penetrated into the
Kaurava army , ' the Pāndavas , accompanied b

y

the Somakas ,

quickly rushed against Drona with loud shouts . And then

commenced the battle (between them and Drona ' s troops ) . And
the battle that took place between the Kurus and the Pānda
vas a
t the gate o
f

the array , was fierce and awful , making
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the hair to stand on end . The sight filled the spectators with
wonder . O king, the Sun was then in the meridian . That

encounter , O monarch , was truly such thatwe had never seen
or heard of it

s
like before . The Pārthas headed by Dhrishta

dyumna , al
l

accomplished in smiting and arrayed properly ,

covered the troops o
f Drona with showers o
f

arrows . Our
selves also , placing Drona , that foremost of al

l

wielders o
f

weapons , at our head , covered the Pārthas headed b
y

Prishata ' s

son with our shafts . The two hosts , adorned with cars and
looking beautiful , then appeared like two mighty masses of

clouds in the summer sky , driven towards each other b
y

oppo

site winds . ? Encountering each other , the two hosts increased
their impetuosity , like the rivers Gangā and Yamunā swollen
with water during the season of rains . Having diverse kinds

o
f

weapons fo
r

the winds that ran before them , teeming with
elephants and steeds and cars , charged with lightning consti
tuted b

y

the maces wielded b
y

the warriors , the fierce and
mighty cloud formed b

y

the Kuru host , " urged o
n b
y

the

Drɔna -tempest , and pouring incessant shafts that constituted it
s

torrents o
f rain , sought to quench the raging Pāndava - fire . 10

Like an awful hurricane in summer agitating the ocean , that
best o

f

Brāhmanas , viz . , Drona , agitated the Pāndava host . se

Exerting themselves with great vigor , the Pāndavas rushed to

wards Drona alone fo
r

piercing h
is

host , like a mighty torrent of

water towards a strong embankment fo
r sweeping it away . Like

a
n

immovable hill resisting the fiercest current of water , Drona ,

however , resisted in that battle the enraged Pāndavas and Pan
chālas and Kekayas . 13 Many other kings also , endued with
great strength and courage , attacking them from a

ll

sides , began

to resist the Pāndavas . " Then that tiger among men , viz . , the
son o

f Prishata , uniting with the Pāndavas , began repeatedly

to strike Drona , fo
r

piercing the hostile host . Indeed , as Drona
showered his arrows on Prishata ' s son , even so did the latter

shower his on Drona ' Having scimitars and swords for the
winds that blew before it , well -equipt with darts and lances and
sabres , with the bowstring constituting it

s lightning , and the

(twang o
f

the ) bow fo
r

it
s

roars , the Dhrish tadyumna -cloud " >

poured o
n a
ll

sides torrents of weapons a
s it
s

showers o
f

stones ,

34
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Slaying foremost of ca
r
-warriors and large numbers of steeds , the

son o
f

Prishata seemed to deluge the hostile divisions (with his

arrowy downpours ) . 18 And the son of Prishata , by his arrows ,

turned Drona away from a
ll

those tracks amid the car -divisions

o
f

the Pāndavas through which that hero attempted to pass

striking the warriors there with his shafts . ' ' And although
Drona struggled vigorously in that battle , yet his host ,

encountering Dhrishtadyumna , became divided into three
bodies . One of these retreated towards Kritavarman th

e

chief

o
f

the Bhojas , another towards Jalasandha ; and another , fierce

ly slaughtered the while b
y

the Pāndavas , proceeded towards
Drona himself . a ' Drona , that foremost of car -warriors , repeat
edly united his troops . The mighty warrior Dhrishtadyumna

a
s

often smote and separated them . Indeed , the Dhārta
rashtra force , divided into three bodies , was slaughtered b

y

the
Pāndavas and the Srinjayas fiercely , like a herd o

f cattle in the

woods b
y

many beasts o
f

prey , when unprotected b
y

herds

men . And people thought that in that dreadful battle , it was
Death himself who was swallowing the warriors first stupified

b
y

Dhrishtadyumna . 24 As a kingdom o
f
a bad king is destroy

e
d b
y

famine and pestilence and robbers , even so was thy host
afflicted b

y

the Pāndavas . And in consequence of th
e

rays o
f

the Sun falling upon the weapons and the warriors , and of the
dust raised b

y

the soldiers , the eyes of al
l

were painfully afflict

e
d . 36 Upon the Kaurava host being divided into three bodies

during that dreadful carnage b
y

the Pāndavas , Drona , filled
with wrath , began to consume the Pānchālas with his shafts , ar

And while engaged in crushing those divisions and exterminat
ing them with his shafts , the form o

f

Drona became like that

o
f

the blazing Yuga fire , 28 That mighty car -warrior pierced
cars , elephants , and steeds , and foot -soldiers , in that battle , each
with only a single arrow , (and never employing more than one

in any case ) . There then was no warrior in the Pāndava army
who was capable o

f bearing , O lord , the arrows shot from the bow

o
f

Drona . 30 Scorched b
y

the rays o
f

the Sun and blasted b
y

the shafts o
f

Drona , the Pāndava divisions there began to reel

about on the field . And thy host also , similarly slaughtered
by Prishata ' s son , seemed to blaze u
p

a
t every point like a dry



Badna PARPA ) 267· DRONA PARVA .

forest one fire,32 And while both Drona and Dhrishtadyumna
were slaughtering the two hosts, the warriors of both armies ,
in utter disregard of their lives , fought everywhere to the
utmost extent of their prowess .86 Neither in thy host nor in
that of the enemy, O bull of Bharata 's race , was there a single
warrior who fled away from the battle through fear.34 Those
uterine brothers , v

iz . , Viving çati and Chitrasena and the
mighty car -warrior Vikarna , surrounded Kunti ' s so

n

Bhimasena

o
n a
ll

sides . And Vinda and Anuvinda o
f Avanti , and Kshe

madhurti o
f great prowess , supported thy three sons (who con

tended against Bhimasena ) . 96 King Vālhika o
f great energy

and noble parentage , that mighty ca
r
-warrior , with his own

troops and counsellors , resisted the sons o
f Draupadi . 87 Cai

vya the chief o
f the Govāsanas , with a thousand foremost war

riors , faced the so
n , of great prowess , of the king of the Kāçis

and resisted him . 98 King Calya the ruler o
f

the Madras sur

rounded the royal Yudhishthira the son o
f Kunti , who resem

bled a blazing fire . The brave and wrathful Duscāsana , pro

perly supported b
y

his own divisions , angrily proceeded , in that
battle , against Sātyaki , that foremost of ca

r
-warriors . 40 Imy

self , with my own troops , cased in mail and equipt with weap

ons , and supported b
y

four hundred foremost o
f

bowmen ,

resisted Chekitāna . * 4 Cakuni with seven hundred Gāndhāra

warriors armed with bows , darts and swords , resisted the son o
f

Mādri , (viz . , Sahadeva ) . 48 Vinda and Anuvinda o
f Avanti ,

those two great bowmen , who had , fo
r

the sake o
f

their friend

(Duryodhana ) , uplifted their weapons , disregarding their lives ,

encountered Virāta the king o
f

the Matsyas . 43 King Vālhika ,

exerting himself vigorously , resisted the mighty and unvan
quished Cikhandin the son o

f Yajnasena , that hero capable o
f

resisting a
ll

foes . 44 The chief of Avanti , with the Sauviras .

and the cruel Pravadrakas , resisted the wrathful Dhrishtadyumna

the prince o
f the Panchālas . 45 Alayudha quickly rushed against

the brave Rākshasa Ghatotkacha o
f

cruel deeds who was wrath - .

* This sloka occurs in a
ll

th
e

texts . It would seem , therefore , that
Sanjaya was not always a witness only o

f

the battle fo
r

narrating what

b
e

saw to Dhritarashtra , but somtimes at least took part in th
e

battle .
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fully advancing to battle .46 The mighty ca
r
-warrior Kuntí

bhoja , accompanied by a large force , resisted Alamvusha , that
prince o

f Rīkshasas , of frerce mein . 47 Thus , 0 Bhārata , hun
dreds o

f separate encounters between the warriors of thy army

and theirs took place .

“ As regards the ruler of the Sindhus , h
e

remained in th
e

rear o
f

the whole army , protected b
y

many foremost o
f

bow

men and car -warriors numbering Kripa amongst them . And
the ruler o

f

the Sindhus had fo
r

the protectors o
f h
is

wheels

two o
f the foremost warriors , viz , the son o
f Drona o
n

h
is

right , O king , and the Suta ' s son (Karna ) on the left . * ' And
for protecting his rear h

e

had a number o
f

warriors headed b
y

Somadatta ' s son , viz . , Kripa , and Vrishasena , and Cala , and th
e

invincible Calya , sº who were conversant with policy and were
mighty bowmen accomplished in battle . And the Kuru warriors ,

having made these arrangements fo
r

the protection o
f

the ruler

o
f

the Sindhis , fought (with the Pāndavas . ) ' " 54

SECTION XCVI .

" Sanjaya said , - 'Listen , O king , tome as I describe to thee
the wonderful battle that then took place between the Kurus

and the Pāndavas . ' Approaching Bharadwäja ' s son who was
staying a

t

the gate o
f

his array , the Pārthas battled vigor
ously fo

r

piercing through Drona ' s division . And Drona also ,

accompanied b
y

his forces , desirous of protecting h
is own array ,

battled with the Pārthas , seeking glory . . Vinda and Anuvinda

o
f Avanti , excited with wrath and desirous of benefiting thy

son , struck Virāta with ten shafts . * Virāta also , o king , ap
proaching those two warriors o

f great prowess staying in battle ,

fought with them and their followers . The battle that took
place between these was fierce in the extreme , and blood ra

n

in it like water . And it resembled a
n encounter in the woods

between a lion and a couple o
f mighty elephants with rent

temples . The mighty son o
f Yajnasena forcibly struck king

Vālhika in that battle with fierce and sharp shafts capable o
f

penetrating into the very vitals . ? Vālhika also , filled with

wrath , deeply pierced Yajnasena ' s so
n

with nine straight shafts
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of golden wings and whetted on stone . And that battle be
tween those two warriors became exceedingly fierce , characteris

ed as it was by dense showers of shafts and darts . And it

enhanced the fears of the timid and the joy of heroes.' The
arrows shot by them entirely covered the welkin and all the
points of the compass so that nothing could any longer be dis

cerned . ' And Caivya th
e

king o
f

the Govāsanas , at th
e

head

o
f his troops , fought in that battle with that mighty car -warrior

the prince o
f

the Kācis , like a
n elephant battling with an

other . " The king o
f the Vālhikas , excited with wrath , fight

in
g

against those ( five ) inighty car -warriors , viz . , the sons o
f

Draupadi , looked resplendent like the mind contending against
the five senses . And those five princes also , O foremost o

f

embodied beings , fought with that antagonist of theirs , shoot
ing their arrows from a

ll

sides , like the objects o
f the senses

for ever battling with the body . 13 Thy son Duscāsana struck
Sātyaki of Vrishni ' s race with nine straight shafts of keen
points . " * Deeply pierced b

y

that strong and great bowman ,

Sātyaki o
f prowess incapable o
f being baffled , was partially

deprived o
f

his senses . " Comforted soon , h
e

o
f Vrishni ' s race

then quickly pierced thy son , thatmighty car -warrior , with ten

shafts winged with Kanla feathers . 26 Piercing each other
deeply and afflicted with each other ' s shafts , they looked res :

plendent , O king , like two Kinçukas decked with flowers . " ?

Afflicted with the arrows o
f Kuntibhoja , Alamvusha , filled

with wrath , looked like a beautiful Kinçuka graced with it
s

flowering burthen . 8 The Rākshasu then ,having pierced Kunti
bhoja with many arrrows , uttered awful shouts a

t

the head o
f

thy host . " And as those heroes fought with each other in that

battle , they seemed to a
ll

the troops to resemble Cakra and the

Asura Jambha in days o
f

o
ld . 20 The two sons of Mādri , filled

with wrath , fiercely grinded with their shafts the Gāndhāra
prince Cakuni who had offended against them greatly . " The
carnage , 0 monarch , that se

t

in was awful . Originated b
y

thee , nurtured b
y

Karna , a and kept u
p

b
y

thy sons , the fire of

wrath ( o
f the Pāndavas ) hath swelled now , O monarch , and is

ready to consume the whole Earth : 28 Forced to turn his back

o
n the field b
y

the two sons o
f Pāndu with their shafts , Cakuni ,
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unable to put forth his valour, knew not what to do.24 Behold
in
g

h
im turn back , those mighty car -warriors , viz . , the two sons

o
f Pāndu , once more showered their arrows o
n

him like two
masses o

f clouds pouring torrents o
f

rain o
n
a mighty hill . as

Struck with countless straight shafts , the son o
f

Suvala fled

towards the division o
f

Drona , borne b
y

his swift steeds . The
brave Ghatotkacha rushed towards the Rākshasa Alāyudha in

that battle , with impetuosity much short o
f what h
e

was capa

ble . ? The bttale between those two became beautiful to behold ,

like that which in days of yore had taken place between Rāma

and Rāvana . 98 King Yudhishthira ,having in that battle pierced

the ruler o
f

th
e

Madras with five hundred arrows , once more
pierced him with seven . 29 Then commenced that battle be
tween them which was exceedingly wonderful , O monarch ,

which resembled that , in days o
f yore , between the Asura

Camvara and the chief the celestials . 50 Thy sons Vivingçati
and Chitrasena and Vikarna , surrounded b

y
a large force ,battled

with Bhimasena . ' ” 91

SECTION XCVII .

" Sanjaya said , — When that fierce battle making the hair

to stand o
n

end , commenced , the Pāndavas rushed against the

Kauravas who had been divided into three bodies . ” Bhimasena
rushed against the mighty -armed Jalasandha , and Yudhishthira ,

a
t

the head o
f

h
is troops , rushed , in that battle , against Krita

varman . And Dhrishtadyumna , O king , scattering his shafts
like the Sun shooting his rays , rushed against Drona . Then
commenced that battle between all the bowmen , eager fo

r

the

encounter , of the Kurus and the Pāndavas excited with wrath .

And during the progress o
f

that terrible carnage , when all the
warriors were battling with one another fearlessly , the mighty

Drona fought with the mighty prince o
f

the Pānchālas . And
the clouds o

f

arrows h
e

shot in that encounter filled all spectators .

with wonder . And Drona and the prince o
f the Pānchālas ,

cutting o
ff the heads of men b
y

thousands , scattered them o
n

the field o
f

battle , making the latter resemble a forest o
f lo

tuses . ? In every division were soon strewn on the ground robes .
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and ornaments and weapons , and standards and coats of mail.s

And golden coats of mail dyed with blood looked like clouds
charged with lightning. Other mighty ca

r
-warriors , drawing

their large bowsmeasuring full si
x

cubits long , felled with their

shafts elephants and steeds and men . In that dreadful e
n

counter o
f arms between brave and high -souled warriors , swords

and shields and bows and heads and coats o
fmail were seen

lying scattered about . " Innumerable headless trunks were seen

to rise u
p , O king , in the midst o
f that fierce battle . And

vultures and Kankas and crows and jackalls and swarms of

other carnivorous animals , O sire , were seen there , 13 eating the
flesh o

f

fallen men and steeds and elephants , or drinking their
blood , or dragging them b

y

the hair , or licking o
r pecking , O

king , at their marrow , 14 or dragging their bodies and severed
limbs , or rolling their heads o

n the ground . " Warriors skilled

in battle , accomplished in weapons , and firmly resolved o
n fight ,

struggled vigorously in the combat , solicitous only o
f

fame , l6

Many were the combatants that careered over the field , per
forming the diverse evolutions of swordsmen . With sabres and
darts and lances and spears and axes , " ? with maces and spiked
clubs and other kinds o

f weapons , and with even bare arms , men
who had entered the arena o

f battle , filled with rage , slew one
another . 18 And car -warriors fought with car -warriors , and horse
men with horsemen , and elephants with foremost of elephants ,

and foot -soldiers with foot - soldiers . " ' And many infuriate ele
phants , as if perfectly mad , uttered loud shrieks and slew one
another , after the manner they d

o

in sporting arenas . 20

. “ During the progress , O king , of that battle in which the

combatants fought without any regard for one another , Dhrish
tadyumna caused his own steeds to b

e

mixed u
p

with those o
f

Drona . Those steeds endued with the speed o
f

the wind , that
were white a

s pigeons and re
d

a
s

blood , thus mixed with one
another in battle , looked exceedingly beautiful . 2 ' Indeed , they
looked resplendent like coulds charged with lightning . Then
that slayer o

f

hostile heroes , viz . , the heroic Dhrishtadyumna ,

the son o
f Prishata beholding , Drona , 0 Bhārata , arrived so

near , cast of
f

his bow and took u
p

h
is

sword and shield , fo
r

achieving a difficult feat . 23 - 24 Seizing the shaft of Drona ' s car ,
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he entered into it. And he stayed sometimes on the middle of

the yoke and sometimes on it
s joint , as and sometimes behind the

steeds . * And while he was moving , armed with sword , quickly
upon the backs o

f those re
d

steeds o
f Drona , a6 the latter could

not detect a
n opportunity for striking him . All this seemed

wonderful to u
s . Indeed , like the swoop o
f a hawk in the

woods from desire o
f

food , 27 seemed that sally of Dhrishta
dyumna from h

is

own ca
r

fo
r

the destruction o
f

Drona . Then

Drona cut o
ff , with a hundred arrows , the shield , decked with

a hundred moons , of Drupada ' s son , and then h
is

sword , with

ten other arrows . And the mighty Drona then , with four and
sixty arrows , slew the steeds o

f his antagonist . 28 - 39 And with a

couple o
f

broad -headed shafts h
e

cut o
ff the latter ' s standard

and umbrella also , and then slew both his Pārshni charioteers .

And then , with great speed , drawing his bowstring to h
is car ,

h
e

shot a
t

him a fatal shaft like the wielder o
f

the thunder

hurling the thunder ( a
t
a foe ) . But soon Sātyaki ,with four

and ten sharp shafts , cut off that fatal arrow o
f Drona , 80 - 31

And thus the Vrishni hero , O sire , rescued Dhrishtadyumna
who had been seized b

y

that lion among men , that foremost o
f

preceptors , like a deer seized b
y

the king o
f

the forests . 34 Even

thus did that bull amongst the Cinis rescue the prince o
f the

Pānchālas . Beholding Sātyaki rescue the prince o
f the Pān

chālas in that dreadful battle , 83 Drona quickly shot a
t

him si
x

and twenty arrows . The grandson o
f Cini then , in return ,

pierced Drona in the centre o
f the chest with si
x

and twenty

arrows while the latter was engaged in devouring the Srinjayas .

Then a
ll

the Pānchāla car -warriors , desirous o
f victory , upon

the Sātwata hero proceeding against Drona

, quickly withdrew

Dhrishtadyumna from the battle . ' ” 84 - 85

* Thewords tatçainyanyabhyapujayan seem to b
e unmeaning in this

connection . The Bengali translators , unable to d
o anything with them ,

have left them out . - T .
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SECTION XCVIII .

" Dhritarăshta said , —“ After that shaft of Drona had been
cut o

ff

and Dhrishtadyumna thus rescued , 0 Sanjaya , by
Yuyudhāna , that foremost one of the Vrishni race , what did
that great bowman , that foremost of all wielders o

f weapons ,

v
iz . , Drona , do in battle unto that tiger among men , viz . , the

the grandson o
f

Cini ? "

" Sanjaya said . — Then Drona , like a mighty snake , having
wrath fo

r

his poison , his stretched bow for his wide -open mouth ,

his sharp shafts fo
r

his teeth and whetted arrows for his fangs ,

with eyes re
d

a
s copper from rage , and breathing hard , - that

mighty hero among men , perfectly fearless , - borne o
n his red

steeds o
f great speed that seemed to soar into the skies o
r get

a
t

the top o
f
a mountain , rushed towards Yuyudhāna , scatter

ing his arrows equipt with golden wings . Then that sujuga

tor o
f

hostile cities , that hero of Cini ' s race , invincible in battle ,
beholding that irresistible Drona -cloud having showers of arrows

fo
r

it
s watery downpour , the rattle o
f

car -wheels fo
r

it
s

roar ,

the outstretched bow fo
r

it
s

volume , long shafts for it
s light

ning flashes , darts and swords fo
r

it
s

thunder , wrath for the

winds preceding it , and urged o
n b
y

those steeds that consti
tute i the hurricane (impelling it forwards ) , rush towards h

im ,

addressed his charioteer and smilingly said , 6 - 8 _ 0 Suta , proceed
quickly and cheerfully , urging the steeds to their greatest

speed , against that heroic Brāhmana fallen o
ff

from the duties

o
f his order , that refuge o
f Dhritarāshtra ' s son , that dispeller

o
f

the (Kuru ) king ' s sorrows and fears , that preceptor o
f

a
ll

the princes , that warrior ever boastful of his p
r
.wess ! 9 - 18 —

Then the excellent steeds o
f silvery hue belonging to h
im o
f

Madhu ' s race , endued with the speed of the wind , quickly pro
ceeded towards Drona . " Then those two chastisers o

f

foes ,

viz . , Drona and Cini ' s grandson , fought with each other , each
striking the other with thousands o

f

shafts . Those two bulls
among men filled the welkin with their arrowy showers . In

deed , the two heroes covered the ten points of the compass with

3
5



274
(JSYADRATEA .MAHABHARATA .

their shafts . And they poured on each other their shafts like

two clouds pouring their contents (on the Earth ) on the
expira

tion of summer . The Sun became invisible . The very wind

ceased to blow .14 And in consequence of those showers of

shafts filling the welkin , a continuous and thick gloom was caus

ed there that became unbearable to the other heroes
.'s And

when the shafts of Drona and Cini's grandson had caused that
gloom there, none beheld any cessation in shooting in either of

them . They were both quick in the use of weapons
, and they

were both looked upon as lions among men . The sound produced

by those torrent of arrows , shot by both , striking against one

another ,16-17 was heard to resemble the sound of the thunder

hurled by Cakra. The forms of heroic warriors pierced with

long shafts looked like those of snakes, O Bhārata , bit
by snakes

of virulent poison . Brave warriors incessantly heard the twangs

of their bows and the sounds of their palms18 –19 to resemble
the

sound of thunder falling upon summits of mountains
. The

cars of both those warriors, 0 king , their steeds
, and their

charioteers,aº pierced with shafts of golden wings
, becamebeau

tiful to behold. Fierce was the downpour , O monarch
, of shafts

that were bright and staight and that looked
resplendent like

snakes of virulent poison freed from their
sloughs . The um

brellas of both were cut off, as also the standards of both .31-33

And both of them were covered with blood
, and both were in

spired with the hope of victory . With blood trickling down

every limb of theirs , they resembled a couple of elephants with

secreti »ns trickling down their bodies. And they continued

to strike each other with fatal shafts. The roars and shouts and
other cries , of the soldiers , the blare of conchs and the beat of

drums,24 ceased , O king , for none uttered any sound . Indeed ,

all the divisions became silent, and a
ll

the warriors stopped from

fighting : 25 People , filled with curiosity , became spectators o
f

that single combat . Car -warriors and elephant -riders and horse

men and foot -soldiers , 24 surrounding those two bulls among

men , witnessed their encounter with steadfast
eyes . And the

elephant divisions stood still ; and so also th
e

horse divisions ; 37

and so also the ca
r
-divisions . All stood still , disposed in array .

Variegated with pearls and corals , decked with gems and gold , a
s
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adorned with standards and ornaments, with coats of mail made
of gold , with triumphal banners , with the rich housings of
elephants, with fine blankets ,29 with bright and sharp weapons,

with yak -tails , graced with gold and silver , on the heads of
steeds ,sº with garlands round the frontal globes of elephants

and rings round their tusks , O Bhārata , the Kuru and the
Pāndava hosts then looked like a mass of clouds at the close of
summer , decked with rows of cranes and myriads of fireflies
(under them ) and adorned with rainbows and flashes of light
ning. Both our men and those of Yundhishthira ,31-33 beheld
that battle between Yuyudhāna and the high - souled Drona ;

the gods also, headed by Brahman and Soma , and the Siddhas,
and the Chāranas, and the Vidyādharas , and the great Snakes ,

saw it, stationed on their foremost of sky-ranging cars . And
beholding the diverse motions forward and backward , of those

lions among men, and their acts of striking each other, the
spectators were filled with wonder . And both endued with
great strength , Drona and Sātyaki, displaying their lightness
of hand in the use of weapons, began to pierce each other with
shafts . Then he of Daçārha 's race , with his mighty shafts,
cut off those of the illustrious Drona in that battle , and then ,

within a moment , the latter 's bow also . Within , however , the
twinkling of an eye, the son of Bharadwāja took up another
bow and stringed it. Even that bow of his was cut off by

Sātyaki . Drona then , with great speed , waited with another
bow in hand.88–88 As often , however , as Drona stringed his
bow , Sātyaki cut it of

f
. And this he did for full nine and seven

times . Beholding then that superhuman feat of Yuyudhāna in

battle , Drona , O monarch , thought in his mind , — This force of

weapons that I see in this foremost one among the Sātwatas

exists in Rāma and Dhananjaya and was seen also in Kārttavirya

and that tiger among men , viz . , Bhishma ! — The son o
f Bhara

dwāja , therefore ,mentally applauded the prowess o
f Sātyaki , 38 - 41

Beholding that lightness o
f

hand equal unto that o
f

Vāsava

himself , that foremost of regenerate ones , that first of all per

sons conversant with weapons , was highly gratified with Mādha

v
a . And the gods also , with Vāsava at their head , were grati

fied with it . The gods and the Gandharvas , O monarch , had
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never before witnessed that lightness of hand of the quickly

moving Yuyudhāna ,“? although they and the Siddhas and the
Chāranas had been acquainted with the feats of which Drona

was capable . Then Drona , that foremost of persons acquainted

with weapons, that grinder of Kshatriyas, taking up another
bow , aimed some weapons . Sātyaki , however , baffling those
weapons with the illusion of his own weapons,4:45 struck him
some sharp shafts . All this seemed highly wonderful . . Behold
ing that superhuman feat of his in battle, that feat of which
nobody else was capable ,46 and which displayed very great

skill, those amongst thy warriors that were judges of skill ,
applauded it. Sātyaki shot the same weapons that Drona shot.47
Beholding this, that scorcher of foes, vize, the preceptor , fought
with a little less boldness than usual. Then that master of
military science , o king , filled with wrath ,* invoked celestial
weapons fo

r

the destruction o
f Yuyudhāna . Beholding that

terrible and fue -slaughtering Agneyr weapon , Sātyaki , " that
mighty bowman , invoked another celestial weapon , viz . , the
Vāruna . Seeing them both take u

p

celestial weapons , loud
cries o

f
o
h

and alus arose there . 50 The very creatures having
the sky for their element ceased to range through it . Then
the Varuna and the Agneya weapɔns , which had thus been
grafted o

n their shafts , ' coming against each other (become
fruitless ) . * Just at that time the Sun passed down in his

course . Then king Yudhishthira , and Bhimasena the so
n

o
f

Pāndu , 52 and Nakula , and Sahadeva , desirous of protecting
Sātyaki , and the Matsyas , and the Cālweya troops , speedily
proceded towards Drona . Then thousands o

f princes placing

Duscāsana a
t

their head , 53 - 54 hastily proceeded towards Drona

( fo
r

protecting h
im ) who was surrounded b
y

foes . Then , O

king , commenced a fierce battle between them and thy bow
men . " The Earth was covered with dust and with showers

o
f

arrows shot ( b
y

both sides ) . And everything being thus
covered , nothing could anylonger b

e

discerned . Indeed , when

* The celestial weapons were forces dependent on mantras . Ordinary
shafts , inspired with these mantrus , were converted into celestial wea .

pons . - T .
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the troops were thus overwhelmed with dust , the battle proceed
ed in utter disregard (of persons and rules ).' ” 56

SECTION XCIX .

" Sanjaya said , — When the Sun turned in his downward
course towards the summit of the Asta hills, when the welkin
was covered with dust , when the heat of the solar o

rb

abated ,

th
e

day began to fade fast . As regards the soldiers , some
rested , some fought o

n , some returned to the encounter , desir

o
u
s

o
f victory . And while the troops , inspired with hope of

victory , were thus engaged , Arjuna and Väsudeva proceeded
towards the place where the ruler o

f the Sindhus was . The

so
n

o
f Kunti , b
y

means of hi
s

shafts ,made (through the hos
tile soldiers ) a way sufficiently wide fo

r

h
is

car . And it was in

this way that Janārddana proceeded , ( guiding the ca
r
) . * Thither

where the car o
f

the high -souled so
n

o
f Pāndu proceeded ,

thither thy troops , O monarch , broke and yielded a way . And

h
e
o
f

Daçãrha ' s race , endued with great energy , displayed his
skill in driving cars by showing diverse kinds o

f circling mo
tions . And the shafts o

f Arjuna , engraved with his name ,

well -tempered , resembling the Yuga fire , tied round with cat
gut , of straight joints , thick , fa

r
-reaching , and made either o
f

(cleft ) bamboo ( or their branches ) o
r wholly o
f iron , taking

the lives o
f

diverse foes , drank in that battle , with the birds

( of prey assembled there ) the blood o
f living creatures . 7 - 8

Standing o
n h
is

ca
r

a
s Arjuna shot h
is

shafts full two miles

ahead , those shafts pierced and despatched his foes just as that

ca
r

itself came u
p

to the spot . * ' Hrishikeça proceeded , borne

b
y

those yoke -bearing steeds endued with the speed o
f Garuda

o
r the wind , with such speed that he caused the whole universe

to wonder a
t
it . Indeed , O king , the car of Surya himself ,

o
r that o
f

Rudra , or that of Vaiçravana , never goeth so fast . "

Nodbody else ' s car had ever before moved with such speed in

battle a
s Arjuna ' s car moving with the celerity of a wish cher

* In other words Arjuna ' s car shot as quickly through the enemy

8 th
e

arrows themselves sped from it . - T .
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ished in the mind ." Then Kecava , 0 king , that slayer of
hostile heroes, having taken the car to battle, quickly urged
the steeds, O Bhārata , through the (hostile ) troops.13 Arrived
in the midst of that throng of cars , those excellent steeds bore
Arjuna 's car with difficulty , suffering as thy did from hunger ,
thirst, and toil ,14 and mangled as they had been with the weap
ons of many heroes delighting in battle . They frequently , bow
ever, described beautiful circles as they moved ,16 proceeding

over the bodies of slain steeds and men , over broken cars, and
the bodies of dead elephants looking like hills by thousands.16
“ Meanwhile , o king , the two heroic brothers of Avanti,

(viz ., Vinda and Anuvinda ), at the head of their forces , behold
ing the steeds of Arjuna to be tired, encountered him ."? Filled
with joy , they pierced Arjuna with four and sixty shafts , and
Janārddana with sevently , and the four steeds ( of Arjua 's car )
with a hundred arrows. Then Arjuna , o king , filled with
wrath , and having a knowledge of the vital parts of the body ,

struck them both in the battle , with nine straight shafts, every

one of which was capable of penetrating into the very vitals .''
Thereupon the two brothers , filled with rage , covered Vibhatsu
and Keçava with showers of shafts and uttered leonine roars.30
Then Pārtha of white steeds , with a couple of broad -headed
shafts , quickly cut off in that battle the beautiful bows of the
two brothers and then their two standards bright as gold.*
Vinda and Anuvinda then ,O king , taking up two other bows and
becoming infuriate with anger , began to grind the son of Pāndu
with their arrows." Then Dhananjaya the so

n

o
f Pāndu , ex

ceedingly enraged , once more , with a couple o
f shafts , quick

ly cut of
f

those two bows also o
f

his foes . 3 And with a few

other arrows whetted o
n stone and equipt with wings o
f gold ,

Arjuna then slew their steeds , their charioteers , the two com
batants that protected their rear , with those that followed the
latter . 34 And with another broad -headed arrow sharp a

s
a razor ,

h
e

cut o
ff the head o
f the eldest brother , who fell down on

the Earth , deprived of life , like a tree broken b
y

the wind as

The mighty Anuvinda then , endued with great prowess , behold
ing Vinda slain , left his steedles car , having taken u
p
& mace . 36

Then that foremost o
f

car -warriors , viz , the brother o
f Vinda ,
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apparently dancing as he advanced with that mace in his arms ,
proceeded in that battle fo

r

avenging the slaughter o
f

his elder

brother . a ? Filled with rage , Anuvinda struck Vasudeva o
n the

forehead with that mace . The latter , however , trembled not
but stood still like the mountain Maināka . 28 Then Arjuna ,

with si
x

arrows , cut off his neck and two legs and two arms and
head . Thus cut off (into fragments , the limbs of ) Anuvinda
fell down like so many hills . Beholding them both slain , their
followers , O king , filled with rage , rushed (towards Arjuna ) ,

scattering hundreds o
f arrows . 30 Slaying them soon , o bull

o
f

Bharata ' s race , Arjuna looked resplenent like a fire con
suming a forest on the expiry of winter . 31 Passing over those
troops with some difficulty , Dhananjaya then shone brightly
like the risen Sun transgressing the clouds under which it was

hid . Beholding him the Kauravas were filled with fright .

But recovering soon enough , they rejoiced oncemore and rushed

a
t

him from a
ll

sides , O bull o
f Bharata ' s race 1
8
8

Under
standing that he was tired and that the ruler o

f

the Sindhus

was yet a
t
a distance , they surrounded h
im , uttering leonine

roars . 34 Beholding them filled with wrath , Arjuna , that bull
among men , smilingly addressed him o

f

Daçārha ' s race in soft

words , and said , 86 _ Our steeds are afflicted with arrows and
tired . The ruler o

f

the Sindhus is still at a distance . What

d
o you think is the best that should b
e done now ? 8
6 Tell me

O Krishna , truly ! Thou art always the wisest of persons !

The Pāndavas having thee fo
r

their eyes will vanquish their
foes in battle ! 37 That which seems to me should b

e done next ,

truly shall I say unto thee ! Unyoking the steeds to their case ,

pluck o
ff

their arrows , O Madhava ! 88 – Thus addressed b
y

Pārtha , Kecava replied unto him , - I also a
m , O Pārtha , of the

same opinion which thou hast expressed ! - 39

" 'Arjuna then said , I will hold in check the whole army

O Keçava ! Do thou properly perform that which should b
e

next done ! 4
0
_ '

" Sanjaya continued , — Alighting then from the terrace o
f

his car , Dhananjaya , taking u
p

his bow Gāndiva , fearlessly
stood there like a

n

immovable hill . 4 : Beholding Dhananjaya
standing o

n the ground , and regarding it a good opportunity ,
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the Kshatriyas, desirous of victory and uttering loud shouts ,
rushed towards him .“ Him standing alone they surrounded
with a large throng of cars , al

l

stretching their bows and
showering their shafts o

n him . 43 Filled with wrath they dis
played diverse kinds o

f weapons and entirely shrouded Pārtha
with their shafts like the clouds shrouding the Sun . 44 And the
great Kshatriya warriors impetuously rushed against that bull
among Kshatriyas , that lion among men , like infuriate ele
phants rushing towards a lion . * The might then that we
beheld o

f Pārtha ' s arms was exceedingly great , since , filled
with rage , alone , he succeeded in resisting those countless war
riors . The puissant Pārtha , baflling with his own weapons
those o

f

foes , quickly covered a
ll

o
f

them with countless
shafts . 47 In that part o

f the welkin , O monarch , in conse
quence o

f the clash o
f

those dense showers o
f

shafts , a fire was
generated emitting incessant sparks . 48 There in consequence

o
f

hostile heroes , countless in number , all filled with wrath ,

and all great bowmen united together fo
r

a common purpose ,

seeking victory in battle , aided b
y

steeds covered with blood

and breathing hard , and b
y

infuriate and fo
e
-grinding elephants

uttering loud shrieks , the weather became exceedingly hot . 49 - 50
That uncrossable , wide , and limitless Ocean o

f

cars , incapable

o
f being agitated , having arrows fo
r

it
s

current , standards fo
r

its eddies , elephants for it
s

crocodiles , foot -soldiers fo
r

its
countless fishes , the blare o

f

conchs and the beat o
f

drums
for it

s

roar , cars fo
r

it
s surging waves , head -gears of com

batants fo
r

it
s

tortoises , umbrellas and banners fo
r

it
s

froth ,

and the bodies o
f

slain elephants fo
r

it
s (submarine ) rocks ,

Pārtha resisted with his arrows , becoming , as it were , a conti
nent . 51 - 58 Then , in course o

f that battle , the mighty -armed
Janārddana , fearlessly addressing that dear friend o

f his , that
foremost o

f

men , viz . , Arjuna , said unto him , s4 _ - There is n
o

well here in the field o
f battle , 0 Arjuna , fo
r

the steeds to

drink from ! The steeds want water for drink , but not for a

bath ! 58 _ Thus addressed b
y

Vāsudeva , Arjuna cheerfully said ,

- Here is it ! - And so saying , he pierced the Earth with a

weapon and made a
n

excellent lake from which the steeds
could drink . And that lake abounded with swans and ducks ,
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and was adorned with Chakravākas . And it was wide and
full of transparent water, and abounded with full-blown lotuses
of th

e

foremost species . 57 And it teemed with diverse kinds

o
f

fi
sh . And fathomless in depth , it was the resort of many

a Rishi . And the celestial Rishi Nārada came to have a

look a
t that lake created there in a moment . " And Pārtha ,

capable o
f achieving wonderful works like (the celestial arti

ficer ) Tashtri himself , also constructed there a
n arrowy hall ,

having arrows for its beams and rafts , arrows for its pillars , and
arrows fo

r

it
s

roof . " Then Govinda , laughing in joy , said ,

Excellent , Eccellent , - upon seeing the high - souled Pārtha
create that arrowy hall . ' " 60

SECTION C .

“ Sanjaya said , - 'After the high -souled son of Kunti had
created that water , after he had commenced to hold in check

the hostile army , and after he had built also that arrowy hall ,
Vāsudeva o

f great splendour , alighting from the car , unyoked
the steeds pierced and mangled with arrows . Beholding that
sight never seen before , loud uproars o

f applause were heard
there , uttered b

y

the Siddhas and the Chāranas and b
y

a
ll

the warriors . Mighty car -warriors (assembled together ) were
unable to resist the son o

f Kunti even when h
e fought o
n

foot . All this seemed highly wonderful . Although throngs
upon throngs o

f cars , and myriads upon myriads of elephants
and steeds , rushed tɔwards him , yet Pārtha felt n

o

fear but
fought on , prevailing upon all his foes . All the (hostile ) kings
shot showers o

f

shafts a
t

the son o
f

Pāndu . That slayer of

hostile heroes , however , viz . , the son of Vāsava , of virtuous
soul , felt n

o anxiety whatever . Indeed , the valiant Pārtha
received hundreds o

f arrowy showers and maces and lances
coming towards him a

s the Ocean receives hundreds upon hun
dreds o

f

rivers flowing towards it . With the impetuous might

o
f his own weapons and the strength o
f

h
is arms , Pārtha

received the foremost o
f

shafts shot a
t

him b
y

those foremost

o
f kings . Although staying o
n the ground , and alone , he

succeeded yet in baffling all those kings on their cars like thatsuc

3
6
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one fault, avarice , destroying a host of accomplishments ."
The Kauravas, O king , applauded the highly wonderful prow

ess of Pārtha as also of Vāsudeva , saying ,'' —What more won
derful incident hath ever taken place in this world or will
ever take place than this, viz ., that Pārtha and Govinda , in

course of battle , have unyoked their steeds ? Displaying

fierce energy on the field of battle and the greatest assurance ,

those best of men have inspired us with great fright ! 2 — Then

Hrishikeça of eyes like lotus petals , smiling with the coolest
assurance as if , O Bhārata , he were in the midst of women (and
not armed foes ), after Arjuna had created in the field of battle
that hall made of arrows , le

d

the steeds into it , in the very
sight , O monarch , of al

l

thy troops ! 18 – 14 And Krishna , who
was well -skilled in grooming horses , then removed their fatigne ,

pain , froth , trembling , and wounds . * 75 Then plucking out their
arrows and rubbing those steeds with his own hands , and walk
ing them duly , he caused them to drink . Having caused them

to drink and having bathed them properly and made them eat

and removed their fatigue and pain , he once more carefully
yoked them to that foremost o

f

cars . " ? Then that foremost one
among a

ll

wielders o
f weapons , vi
z
. , Caurin , of great energy ,

mounting o
n that car with Arjuna , proceeded with great speed .

Beholding the car o
f that foremost of car -warriors once more

equipt with those steedswhose thirst had been slaked , the fore
most ones among the Kuru army once more became cheerless . ? !

They began to sigh , O king , like snakes whose fangs had been
pulled out . And they said , - Oh , fie , fie on u

s
! Both Pārtha

and Krishna have gone , 2° in the very sight of al
l

the Kshatriyas ,

riding o
n the same car , and clad inmail , and slaughtering our

troops with a
s

much ease a
s boys sporting with a toy ! ! In

deed , those scorchers o
f

foes have gone away in the very sight

o
f

a
ll

the kings , displaying their prowess and unimpeded b
y

our shouting and struggling combatants 12
2
— Seeing them gone

away , other warriors said , — Ye Kauravas , speed y
e for the

* The Bengal reading o
f the first line is vicious . The Bombay read .

ing is Vamathum , Vepathum , Vünān . The first word means the froth in

the mouths o
f

steeds . - T .
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slaughter of Krishna and the diadem -decked (Arjuna) !23 Yok
ing his steeds unto his car in the very sight of a

ll
( our ) bow

men , he of Daçārha ' s race is proceeding towards Jayadratha ,

slaughtering u
s
in battle ! 24 — And some lords o
f

Earth there ,

O king , said amongst themselves , having seen that highly won

fu
l

incident in battle never seen before , 25 — Alas , through Duryo
dhana ' s fault , these warriors , king Dhritarāshtra , the Kshatri
yas , and the whole Earth , fallen into great distress , 26 a

re being

distroyed ! King Duryodhana understands it not ! — Thus spoke
many Kshatriyas . Others , 0 Bhārata , said , 2 ? — The ruler of

the Sindhus hath already been despatched to Yama ' s abode !

O
f

false sight and unacquainted with means , le
t Duryodhana

now d
o what should b
e

done for that king ! * 28 _ Meanwhile the
son o

f Pāndu , seeing the Sun coursing towards the setting hills ,

proceeded with greater speed towards the ruler o
f the Sindhus ,

o
n his steeds whose thirst had been slaked . ' The (Kuru ) war

riors were unable to resist that mighty -armed hero , that foremosti

o
f all wielders of weapons , as he proceeded like the Destroyer

himself in wrath . 30 That scorcher of foes , viz . , the son o
f

Pāndu , routing the warriors (before him ) , agitated that army

like the lion agitating a herd of deer , as he proceeded fo
r

get
ting a

t Jayadratha . 3 ! Penetrating into the hostile army , he of

Daçārha ' s race urged the steeds with great speed , and blew his
conch Panchajanya which was of the hue o

f

the clouds . 3 : The
shafts shot before b

y the son of Kunti began to fall behind h
im ,

so swiftly d
id those steeds , endued with the speed o
f

the wind ,

drew that car . 33 Then many kings , filled with rage , and many

other Kshatriyas , surrounded Dhananjaya who was desirous o
f

slaying Jayadratha . 34 When the (Kuru ) warriors thus proceed

e
d towards that bull among men , ( vi
z
. , Arjuna ) who had stop

ped for a moment , Duryodhana , proceeding quickly , followed
Pārtha in that great battle . 35 Many warriors , beholding the car
whose rattle resembled the roar o

f the clouds and which was

equipt with that terrible standard bearing the ape and whose

banner floated upon the wind , became exceedingly cheerless . 3
3

* I . e . , his funeral obsequies . The vernacular translators d
o

not see

the intended joke . - T .
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Then when the Sun was almost completely shrouded by the

dust (raised by the combatants ), th
e

(Kuru ) warriors , afflicted
with shafts , became incapable o

f

even gazing , in that battle ,

SECTION CI .

" Sanjaya said , — ' O monarch , beholding Vāsudeva and Dha
nanjaya penetrate into their host having already pierced through

many divisions , the kings o
f thy army , Aled away in fear , ' A

rage and shame , and urged o
n b
y

their might , became cool
and collected , and proceeded towards Dhananjaya . But they ,

against the son o
f

Pandu in battle , returned not , like rivers
never returning from the Ocean . Seeing this , many ignoble
Kshatriyas incurrred si

n

and hell b
y

flying away from battle ,

like atheists turning away from the Vedas . * * Transgressing
that throng o

f

cars , those two bulls among men a
t last issued

out o
f it and looked like the Sun and theMoon freed from the

jaws o
f Rāhu . Indeed , the two Krishnas , their fatigue dis

pelled , having pierced through that vast host , looked like two

fishes that had passed through a strong net . Having forded
through that impenetrable division o

f Drona , the way through
which was obstructed by dense showers o

f weapons , those two
high -souled heroes looked like Yuga -Suns risen ( on the wel
kin ) . ' Piercing through and through those dense showers of

weapons and freed from that imminent danger , those high -souled
heroes , themselves obstructing the welkin with thick clouds o

f

weapɔns , seemed like persons escaped from a raging conflagration

o
r

like two fishes from the jaws o
f
a makara , And they agitated

the (Kuru ) host like a couple of makaras agitating the ocean . 8 - 9

Thy warriors and thy sons , while Pārtha and Krishna were yet

in themidst of Drona ' s division , had thought that the two would
never b

e

able to issue out o
f it . Beholding , however , those

* I give the sense o
f

this verse , without giving a closely literal

version . - T .
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two heroes of great splendour issue out of Drona 's division ,
they no longer , O monarch , hoped fo

r Jayadratha ' s lif
e
! ! !

Hitherto they had strong hopes o
f Jayadratha ' s life , fo
r

they

had thought , O king , that the two Krishnas would never be able

to escape from Drona and Hridikā ' s son . " Frustrating that
hope those two scorchers o

f

foes had , O monarch , crossed the

division o
f

Drona as also the almost uncrossable division o
f

the
Bhojas . 18 Beholding them , therefore , ford through those divisions
and look like two blazing fires , thy men became possessed with
despair and n

o longer hoped for Jayadratha ' s life ! Then
those two fearless hereos , vi

z
. , Krishna and Dhananjaya , those

enhancers o
f

the fears o
f

foes , began to converse between them

selves about the slaughter o
f Jayadratha . ' And Arjuna said ,

This Jayadratha hath been placed in their midst b
y

si
x

o
f

the

foremost car -warriors among the Dhārtarāshtras . The ruler o
f

the Sindhus , however , shall not escapo me if once he is seen b
y

me ! 16 If Cakra himself with all the celestials become h
is pro

tector in battle , yet shall w
e

slay him ! — Thus did the two Krish
nas talk . ! ? Even so , O mighty -armed one , did they converse
amongst themselves while looking after the ruler o

f the Sin
dhus . (Having heard what they said ) , thy sons set u

p

a loud

wail . 13 Those two chastisers of foes then looked like a couple

o
f thirsty elephants of great quickness ofmotion refreshed with

drinking water after having passed through a desert . ' Beyond
death and above decrepitude , they then looked like two mer
chants that have passed over amountainous country abounding

with tigers and lions and elephants . 20 Indeed , beholding them
freed ( from Drona and Krivarman ) , thy warriors regarded the

color o
f

Pārtha ' s and Krishna ' s face to be such . And thy men
then , from all sides , set u

p
a loud wail . * Freed from Drona

who resembled a snake of virulent poison o
r
a blazing fire , as

also from the other lords o
f

Earth , Pārtha and Krishna looked
like two blazing Suns . 22 Indeed , those two chastisers of foes ,

freed from Drona ' s division which resembled the very Ocean ,

seemed to b
e

filled with joy like persons that have safely crossed

the vasty deep . 28 Freed from those dense showers of weapons ,

from those divisions protected by Drona and Hridikā ' s so
n ,

Keçava and Arjuna looked like Indra and Agni of blazing efful
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gence .24 The two Krishnas , pierced with the sharp shafts of
Bharadwāja 's son and with bodies dripping with blood , looked
resplendent like twomountains decked with flowering Karni
kāras.25 Having forded that wide lake , of which Drona conti
tuted the alligator , darts formed the fierce snakes, shafts the
Makaras , and Kshatriyas the deep waters,26 having issued out
of that cloud constituted by Drona's weapons, whose thunders
were the twang of bows and the sound of palms, and whose
lightning flashes were constituted by maces and swords, Pār
tha and Krishna looked like the Sun and the Moon freed from
darkness .2? Having crossed the region obstracted by the weap

ons of Drona , al
l

creatures regarded those mighty and famous
bowmen , viz . , the two Krishnas , as persons who had forded ,

with the a
id

o
f their arms , the five rivers , (viz . , the Catadru ,

the Vipāça , the Răvati , the Chandrabhāgā , and the Vitastā )

having the Ocean fo
r

their sixth when full of water during

the season o
f rains and abounding with large alligators . 3 - 4 )

Casting their eyes , from desire of slaughter , on Jayadratha who
was not far off from them , the two heroes looked like two tigers

waiting from desire o
f falling upon a Ruru deer . 30 Such was

then the color o
f

their faces that thy warriors , O monarch , re
garded Jayadratha a

s

one already slain . si Possessed of red eyes ,

O mighty -armed one , and staying together , Krishna and the
son o

f

Pāndu , at sight o
f Jayadratha , were filled with jo
y

and roared repeatedly . 82 Indeed , O monarch , the splendour
then o

f Caurin standing with reins in hand and o
f

Pārtha

armed with bow , was like that o
f

the Sun o
r the fire . 33 Freed

from the division o
f

Drona , their jo
y
, at sight of the ruler

o
f

the Sindhus , was like that of a couple o
f

hawks a
t

sight o
f

a piece o
f

flesh . 34 Beholding the ruler o
f

the Sindhus not fa
r

off , they rushed in wrath towards him like a couple o
f

hawks

swooping down towards a piece o
f meat . 35 Seeing Hriçikeça

and Dhananjaya transgress (the divisions o
f

Drona ) , thy valiant

son , viz . , king Duryodhana , whose armour had been bound o
n

his person b
y

Drona , and who was well versed in grooming

and guiding horses , rushed , on a single car , 0 lord , fo
r

the

protection o
f

the Sindhus . 36 - 37 Leaving those mighty bowmen ,

viz . , Krishna and Pārtha , behind ,thy so
n , O king , turned back ,
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facing Keçava of lotus -like eyes. 38 When thy son thus outran
Dhananjaya , diverse musical instruments were joyfully blown
and beat among a

ll thy troops . ' And leonine roars also were
uttered , mingled with the blare o

f

conchs , beholding Duryo

dhana staying in the face o
f

the two Krishnas . 40 They also ,

O king , resembling blazing fires , that stood a
s the protectors o
f

Jayadratha , were filled with joy upon beholding thy son in

battle . Seeing Duryodhana transgress them with his followers ,

Krishna , O monarch , said unto Arjuna these words suited to

the occasion . ' " 48

SECTION CII .

" Vāsudeva said , Behold , O Dhananjaya , this Suyodhana
who hath transgressed u

s
! I regard this as highly wonderful !

There is n
o

car -warrior equal to him ! His arrows a
re far -reach

in
g
. He is a great bowman . Accomplished in weapons , he is

exceedingly difficult to vanquish in battle . The mighty so
n

o
f

Dhritarāshtra strikes hard , and is conversant with a
ll

modes o
f

warfare . Brought up in great luxury , he is much regarded by

even the foremost o
f

car -warriors . He is well accomplished ,
and , O Pārtha , he always hates the Pāndavas ! For these
reasons , O sinless one , I think , thou shouldst now fight with
him . Upon h

im resteth , as upon a stake at dice , victory or the
reverse ! * Upon him , O Pārtha , vomit that poison of thy wrath
which thou hast cherished so long ! This mighty car -warrior is

the root o
f

a
ll

the wrongs o
f

the Pandavas ! He is now with

in reach o
f thy shafts . Look after thy success ! Why hath

king Duryodhana , desirous as he is of kingdom , come to battle
with thee ? B

y

good luck it is that he is now arrived within
reach o

f thy arrows ! D
o

that , O Dhananjaya , b
y

which h
e

may b
e deprived o
f very life ! ? Reft of his senses through pride

o
f

affluence , he hath never felt any distress ! O bull among

men , he doth not know also thy prowess in battle ! Indeed ,

the three worlds with the celestials , the Asuras , and human

beings , cannot venture to vanquish thee in battle ! What

need b
e

said , therefore , of the single Duryodhana ? B
y

good

luck it is , 0 Pārtha , that he hath approached the vicinity o
f
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thy ca
r
! O mighty -armed one , slay h
im a
s

Purandara slew

Vritra ! O sinless one , this Duryodhana hath endeavoured to

bring evil on you ! By deceit he cheated king Yudhishthira a
t

dice ! " O giver of honors , sinless though you a
ll

are , this prince

o
f sinful soul has always done various cruel acts towards you ! 18

Nobly resolved upon battle 0 Pārtha slay without any scruple

this wicked wight , who is ever wrathful and ever cruel , and who

is the very embodiment o
f

avarice ! 13 Remembering the de
privation o

f your kingdom b
y

deceit , your exile into the woods ,

and the wrongs o
f

Krishnā , put forth thy prowess , O son o
f

Pāndu ! 14 By good luck it is that he stayeth within the range

o
f thy shafts . B
y

good luck it is that staying before thee h
e

endeavours to resist thy purpose ! ' S B
y

good luck it is that h
e

knows today that he will have to fight with thee in battle ! B
y

good luck it is that al
l

your purposes , even those that are not
presently entertained b

y

you , will be crowned with fruition ! 26

Therefore , O Pārtha , slay this wretch of his race , vi
z
. , the son

o
f

Dhritarāshtra , in battle , as Indra had , in days of yore , slain
the Asura Jambha in the battle between the celestials and the

Asuras ! ? If he is slain by thee , thou canst then pierce through
this masterless host ! Cut the very root o

f

these wicked -souled

wretches ! Let the avabhritha o
f

this hostility b
e

now accom

plished ! * 18 _

" Sanjaya continued , — 'Thus addressed , Pārtha replied unto
Kecava , saying , - So be it . Even this should b

e

done b
y

me !

Disregarding everything else , proceed thither where Duryo
dhana is ! 19 Putting forthmy prowess in battle , I will cut o

ff

the head o
f that wretch who hath fo
r

such a long period

enjoyed our kingdom without a thorn in his side 9
2
0

Shall I not

succeed , O Keçava , in avenging the insult , in the shape o
f

dragging her b
y

the hair , offered unto Draupadi undeserving a
s

she was o
f

that wrong ? a ! — Thus conversing with each other ,

the two Krishnas , filled with jo
y
, urged those excellent white

* Avabhritha is the final bath undergone , on completion o
f
a sacri .

fice , by the person performing the sacrifice . The slaughter o
f Duryo .

dhana would , according to Krishna , be the avabhritha of the sacrifice o
f

battle . - T .
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steeds of theirs , desirous of getting at king Duryodhana . As
regards thy son , O bull of Bharata 's race , having approached the
presence of Pārtha and Krishna, he entertained no fear ,although ,
O sire, every circumstance was calculated to inspire fear .28 And

th
e

Kshatriyas there , on thy side , highly applauded him then ,

fo
r

h
e proceeded to face Arjuna and Hrishikeça fo
r

resisting

them . 24 Indeed , beholding the king in battle , a loud shout was
heard there , O monarch , uttered b

y

the entire Kuru army . 85

When that terrible and awful shout arose there , thy so
n , press

ing h
is

fo
e

hard , opposed his progress . 26 Held in check b
y thy

so
n

armed with bow , the so
n

o
f Kunti became filled with rage ,

and that chastiser o
f

foes , viz . , Duryodhana , also became highly
enraged with Pārtha . 27 Beholding both Duryodhana and
Dhananjaya enraged with each other , a

ll

the Kshatriyas , o
f

fierce forms , began to look a
t

them from a
ll

sides . 38 Seeing
Pārtha and Väsudeva both filled with rage , thy son , O sire ,

desirous o
f

battle , smilingly challenged them . 29 Then h
e

o
f

Daçārha ' s race became filled with jo
y , and Dhananjaya also ,

the so
n

o
f

Pāndu , became cheerful . Uttering loud roars , they
both blew their foremost o

f

conchs . 30 Seeing them thus cheerful ,

all the Kauravas became hopeless of thy son ' s life . 3 . Indeed ,

a
ll

the Kuravas , and many even amongst the enemy , became
possessed with grief , and regarded thy son as a libation already
poured into the mouth of the (sacred ) fire . 9 : Thy warriors , see
ing Krishna and the Pāndava so cheerful , loudly exclaimed ,

afflicted with fear , — Theking is slain ! — Theking is sluin 1
8
9
—

Hearing that loud uproar of the warriors , Duryodhana said ,

Let your fears be dispelled ! I will despatch the two Krishnas
unto the regions o

f

Death ! 34 — Having told a
ll his warriors these

words , king Duryodhana then , expectant of success , addressed
Pārtha angrily and said these words : 85 _ If , O Pārtha , thou arte
begotten b

y

Pandu , exhibit upon me , without loss of time , all
theweapons , celestial and earthly , that thou hast learnt ! 86 Put
furth quickly a

ll thy might and prowess ,and all that Keçava also
hath of either , upon me ! I wish to see thy manliness ! 8 ? They

speak o
f many feats achieved b
y

thee out o
f

our view . Show me
those feats that have won the applause o

f many as endued with
great heroism ! " 2

3

3
7
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SECTION CIII.
" Sanjaya said , —"Saying these words, king Duryodhana piere

ed Arjnina with three shafts of great impetuosity and capable

of penetrating into the very vitals . And with four others he
pierced the four steeds of his foe.' And he pierced Väsudera
in the centre of the chest with te

n

shafts , and cutting o
ff , with

a broad -headed arrow , the whip in the latter ' s hands , he felled

it on the ground . Then Pārtha , coolly and without losing a

moment , shot at him four and te
n

shafts whetted o
n stone and

equipt with beautiful feathers . All those shafts , however , were
repelled b

y

Duryodhana ' s armour . Beholding their fruitless
ness , Pārtha once more sped at him nine and five arrows o

f

keen points . But these too were repelled b
y Duryodhana ' s ar

mour . Seeing eight and twenty arrows of his become abortive ,

that slayer o
f

hostile heroes , viz . , Krishna , said unto Arjuna ,

these words : 5 - I see a sight never before witnessed b
y
me , like

the walking o
f

hills ! Shafts sped b
y

thee , O Pārtha , are b
e

coming abortive ! O bull of Bharata ' s race , hath thy Gāndiva
decayed in pjwer ? Have the might o

f thy grasp and the
power o

f thy arms become less than what they were ! ? Is not

this to be thy last meeting with Duryodhana ? Tell me , O

Pārtha , fo
r I ask thee ! Great hath been my amazement ,

O Pārtha , upon seeing a
ll

these shafts o
f thine fall towards

Duryodhana ' s car without producing the slightest effect ! ' Alas ,

whatmisfortune is this that these terrible shafts o
f

thine that

are endued with the might o
f

the thunder and that always

pierce the bodies o
f

foes , fail of effect ! 10 —

“ Arjuna said , - I think , O Krishna , that this armour hath
been put on Duryodhana ' s body by Drona ! This armour , tied

a
s it hath been , is impenetrable tomy weapons ! " In this ar

mour , O Krishna , inhereth the might o
f

the three worlds . Only

Drona knoweth it , and from that best of men I also have learnt

it ! This armour is not capable o
f being pierced b
y my weap

ons ! Maghavat himself , O Govinda , cannot pierce it with his

thunder ! 13 Knowing it a
ll , O Krishna , why seekest thou to
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confound me? That which occurred in the three worlds , that
which , 0 Keçava, exists now ,'t and thatwhich is in thewomb of
futurity , are al

l

known to thee ! Indeed , 0 slayer of Madhu , no

one also knoweth this better than thou dost ! 16 This Duryo

dhana , O Krishna , cased b
y

Drona in this armour , is staying
fearlessly in battle , wearing this coat of mail . ' That , however ,

which one wearing such armour should d
o , is not known to him ,

O Madhava ! He weareth it only like a woman . " ? Behold now ,

O Janārddana , the might of my arms and that o
f my bow too !

Though protected b
y

such a coat o
fmail , I will still vanquish

the Kuru prince ! ! * The chief of the celestials gave this effulgent

armour to Angiras . From the latter it was obtained b
y

Vrihas
pati . And from Vrihaspati it was got b

y
Purandra . ' ' The lord

o
f the celestials once more gave it to me with themantras to

b
e

uttered in wearing it . Even if this armour were divine , if it

were created b
y

Brahman himself , still the wretch Duryodhana ,

struck with my arrows , shall not b
e protected b
y

it ! — 20

" Sanjaya continued , — Having said these words , Arjuna in
spired some arrows with mantras , and began to draw them o

n
the bowstring . And while h

e

was thus drawing them o
n the

bəwstring , ' ' the so
n

o
f Drona cut them o
ff with a weapon that

was capable o
f baffling every weapon . Beholding those shafts

o
f his thus frustrated from a distance b
y

that utterer of Brahma

(viz . , Açwatthāman ) , es Arjuna , owning white steeds , filled with
amaze , represented unto Keçava , Saying , – I cannot , O Janārd
dana , twice use this weapon , es fo

r

if I do so , it will slay my own
self andmy own troops ! — Meanwhile Duryodhana , 0 king , pierc

e
d each o
f

the Krishnas in that battle with nine shafts resembl
ing snakes o

f virulent poison . And once more the Kuru king

showered his shafts on Krishna and the son o
f

Pāndu . 24 - 25 B
e

holding these dense showers o
f arrows (shot b
y their king ) , thy

warriors were filled with joy . They beat their musical instru

ments and uttered leonine roars . 26 Then Pārtha , excited with
rage in that battle , licked the corners of his mouth . Casting his
eyes o

n his enemy ' s body h
e

saw not any part that wasnot well
covered with that impenetrable armour . a ? With some sharp
pointed shafts then , well shot from his bow and each o

f

which

resembled Death himself , Arjuna slew his antagonist ' s steeds
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and then his two Pārshni charioteers .28 And soon also th
e

valiant Pārtha cut o
ff Duryodhana ' s bow and the leathern fence

casing his fingers . Then Savyasāchin commenced to cut of
f

h
is

enemy ' s car into fragments . 29 And with a couple of keen arrows
h
e

made Duryodhana carless . And then Arjuna pierced both
the palms o

f
the Kuru king . Beholding that great bowman

afflicted with the shafts o
f Dhananjaya and fallen into great dis

tress ,many warriors rushed to the spot , desirous o
f rescuing

him . ' These , with many thousands o
f cars , well -equipt e
le

phants and horse , as also with large bodies o
f

foot -soldiers

excited with wrath , encompassed Dhananjaya . Covered with
dense showers o

f

weapons and encompassed b
y large bodies of

men , neither that car of theirs nor Arjuna and Govinda could
any longer be seen . " Then Arjuna , b

y

th
e

might o
f

h
is weap

ons , began to slaughter that host . And car -warriors and ele
phants , by hundreds , deprived o

f limbs , fell fast on the fi
e ! d . *

Slain o
r

in the act o
f being slain , these failed to reach th
e

excellent car . Indeed , the car on which Arjuna rode stood motion
less full twomiles from the besieging force o

n every side . 35 Then

the Vrishni hero (Krishna ) , without taking any time , said unto
Arjuna these words : - Draw thy bow quickly and with great

force , fo
r
I will blow my conch . 56 _ Thus addressed , Arjuna draw

ing his bow Gindivu with great furce , began to slaughter the
foe , shooting dense showers of shafts and making a loud noise b

y

stretching the bowstring with his fingers , 87 Keçava meanwhile
forcibly and very loudly blew his conch Panchajanya , his face
covered with sweat and his eyelashes covered with dust . " In

consequence o
f

the blare o
f

that conch and o
f the twang ofGän

diva , the Kuru warriors , strong o
r

weak , all fell down o
n

th
e

ground . 39 The car of Arjuna then , freed from that press , looked
resplendent like a cloud driven b

y

the wind . (Beholding Arjuna ) ,

the protectors o
f Jayadratha , with their followers , became filled

with rage . " Indeed , those mighty bowmen , the protectors o
f

the ruler o
f the Sindhus , suddenly beholding Pārtha , uttered

loud shouts , filling the Earth with that noise . 41 The whiz o
f

their arrows mingled with other fierce noises and the loud blare

o
f

their conchs . Those high - souled warriors uttered leonive
shouts . 42 Hearing that awful uproar raised b
y

thy troops , Vāsu
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deva and Dhananjaya blew their conchs . With the loud blare
(of their conchs ), the whole Earth , with her mountains and

seas and islands and the nether regions , O monarch , seemed to
be filled .*+ Indeed , that blare, 0 best of the Bharatas , filled
all the points of the compass , and was echoed back by both the

armies .* Then thy car -warriors, beholding Krishna and Dhan
anjaya , became very much frightened . Soon , however , they

recovered and put forth their activity .46 Indeed, the great car
warriors of thy host , beholding the two Krishnas, those highly

blessed persons, cased in mail, rushed towards them in wrath .
The sight thus presented became a wonderful one."" 47

SECTION CIV .

" Sanjaya said ,— “Thy warriors , as soon as they beheld those
foremost of persons of the Vrishni-Andnaka and the Kuru races ,

lost no time, each striving to be first, in proceeding against them
from desire of slaughtering them . And so Vijaya also rushed
against those foes of h

is . On their great cars decked with gold ,

cased in tiger -skins , producing deep rattle , and resembling blaz
ing fires , they rushed , illumining the ten points of the compass ,
armed , o king , with bows the backs o

f

whose staves were

decked with gold , and which , in consequence o
f their splendour ,

were incapable of being looked a
t , and uttering loud cries , and

drawn b
y

angry steeds . 3 Bhuriçravas , and Cala , and Karna ,

and Vrishasena , and Jayadratha , and Kripa , and the ruler of

the Mudras , and that foremost of ca
r
-warriors , viz . , the son

o
f Drona , * these eight great car -warriors , as if devouring the

skies ( as they proceeded ) illumined the ten points of the
compass with their splendid cars cased in tiger -skins and deck

e
d with golden moons . Clad in mail and filled with wrath ,

and mounted upon their cars the rattle o
f

whose wheels re
sembled the roar o

f

masses o
f

clouds , they covered Arjuna o
n

every side with showers o
f

sharp shafts . Beautiful steeds

o
f

the best breed , endued with great speed , bearing those great
car -warri or

s , looked resplendent as they illumined the ten points

o
f

the compass . ? Their cars dragged b
y

foremost steeds o
f

great fleetness born in diverse countries and o
f

diverse species ,
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some bred in mountainous regions , some in rivers , and some in
the country of th

e

Sindhus , many foremost o
f

car -warriors
among the Kurus , desirous , O king , of rescuing thy son , quick

ly rushed towards Dhananjaya ' s ca
r

from every side . Those
foremost o

f
men , taking u

p

their great conchs , blew them , fill
ing , O king , the welkin and the Earth with her seas (with that
blare ) . " ' Then those foremost ones among the gods ,viz . , Vāsu
deva and Dhananjaya , also blew their foremost of conchs o

n

Earth . " The son o
f Kunti blew Devadatta , and Keçava blew

Panchajanya . The loud blast of Devadatta , sent forth b
y

Dhananjaya , " 2 filled the Earth , the welkin , and the te
n

points o
f

the compass . And so Pānchajanya also , blown b
y

Vāsudeva , 18

snrpassing all sounds , filled the sky and the Earth . And while

that awful and fierce noise continued , ' * a noise that inspired
the timid with fear and the brave with joy , and while drums
and Jharjharas and cymbals 1

8 and Mridangas , O great king ,

were beat b
y

thousands , great car -warriors invited to the Kuru
side and solicitous o

f Duryodhana ' s welfare , ' those great bow
men , filled with rage and unable to bear the loud blasts o

f

Arjuna ' s and Krishna ' s conchs , those kings from diverse realms
supported b

y

their respective troops , " ? in rage blew their great

conchs , desiring to answer with their own blasts the blasts

o
f

Keçava and Arjuna . 18 The Kuru army then , urged forward by
that blare o

f conchs , had its car -warriors , elephants , and steeds

filled with anxiety and fear . Indeed , 0 lord , that host looked

a
s
if they that comprised it were a
ll
ill . " The agitated Kuru

host , echoing with that blare of conchs blowy b
y

brave warriors ,

seemed to be like the welkin resounding with the noise o
f thun

der and fallen down (through some convulsion o
f

nature ) * 20

That loud uproar , O monarch , resounded through the ten points

and frightened that host like the developed incidents a
t

the end

o
f

the Yuga frightening a
ll living creatures . Then Duryo

dhana and those eight great ca
r
-warriors appointed fo
r

the pro

tection o
f Jayadratha a
ll

surrounded the son o
f

the Pāndu . * *

The son o
f

Drona struck Vāsudeva with three and seventy

* Praviddham means fallen down or loosened from it
s

usual place .

Thus Nilakantha . - T .
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shafts , Arjuna himself with three broad -headed shafts , and his
standard and ( four) steedswith five others . Beholding Janārd
dana pierced , Arjuna , filled with rage , struck Açwatthāman
with si

x

hundred shafts . * Then piercing Karna with te
n

arrows and Vrishasena with three , the valiant Dhananjaya cut

o
ff Calya ' s bow with arrow fixed o
n the string , at the handle . as

Calya then , taking u
p

another bow , pierced the so
n

o
f

Pāndu .

And Bhuriçravas pierced him with three arrows whetted o
n

stone and equipt with golden wings . 26 And Karna pierced h
im

with two and thirty arrows , and Vrishasena with seven . And
Jayadratha pierced Arjuna with three and seventy shafts , and
Kripa pierced him with tеn . 27 And the ruler o

f

the Madras

also pierced Phālguna in that battle with ten arrows . And
the so

n

o
f

Drona pierced him with sixty arrows . 28 And heonce
more pierced Pārtha with five arrows , and Vāsudeva with
twenty . Then that tiger among men , viz . , Arjuna owning

white steeds and having Krishna fo
r

his driver , ” pierced each

o
f

those warriors in return , displaying the lightness of his hand .

Piercing Karna with a dozen shafts and Vrishasena with three , sº
Pārtha cut o

ff Calya ' s bow a
t

the handle . And piercing the
son o

f

Somadatta with three arrows , and Calya with ten , h
e

pierced Kripa with five and twenty arrows , and the ruler of the
Sindhus with a hundred , 82 Pārtha struck Drona ' s son with
seventy arrows . Then Bhuriçravas , filled with rage , cut o

ff

the goad in Krishna ' s hand , " and struck Arjuna with three and
twenty shafts . Then Dhananjaya , of white steeds , filled with
rage ,mangled those enemies of his with hundreds upon hundreds

o
f

arrows , like a mighty tempest tearing masses o
f

clouds . ' ” 34

SECTION CV .

“ Dritarăshtra said , - Describe to me , O Sanjaya , the diverse
kinds of standards resplendent with great beauty , of both the
Pārthas and our warriors ( in that battle ) . ”

“ Sanjaya said , 'Hear , O king , of the diverse kinds o
f

stan

dards o
f

those high -souled warriors . Listen to me as I describe
their forms and names ! Indeed , O king , upon the cars of those
foremost o
f

car -warriors were seen diverse kinds o
f standards
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that shone like blazing fires ! Made of gold , or decked with
gold , or adorned with garlands of gold , and each looking like the
golden mountain (Meru ), diverse kinds of standardswere there
that were highly beautiful. And those standards of the warriors
had attached a

ll
around them excellent banners . * - Indeed , hav

in
g

banners o
f diverse hues attached to them a
ll

around , those
standards looked exceedingly beautiful . Those banners , again ,

moved b
y

the wind , looked like fair ladies dancing in the midst

o
f

the sporting arena . Endued with the splendours of the rain
bow , those banners , O bull of Bharata ' s race , ' of those car -war
riors , floating in the breeze , highly adorned their cars . The
standard , bearing the sign o

f the ape of fierce face and tail like
that of the lion , belonging to Deananjaya , seemed to inspire fear

in that battle . That standard , O king , of the wielder o
f Gan

diva , bearing that foremost of apes ,and adorned with many ban

ners , frightened the Kuru host . Similarly , the lion -tailed stan
dard -top of Drona ' s son , O Bhārata , we saw , was endued with the
effulgence o

f

the rising Sun Decked with gold , floating in the

· breeze , possessed of the splendours of the rainbow , 9 - 11 the stan

dard -mark o
f Drona ' sson appeared o
n high , inspiring the foremost

o
f

Kuru warriors with jo
y
. The standard of Adhiratha ' s son bɔre

themark o
f
a
n elephant -rope made of gold . ' It seemed , O king ,

in battle to fi
ll

the whole welkin . The banner , adorned with
gold and floral garlands , attached to the standard o

f

Karna in

battle , 18 moved b
y

the wind , seemed to dance upon h
is

ca
r
.

The preceptor o
f

the Pāndavas , that Brāhmana given to ascet

ti
c penances , vi
z
. , Kripa the son of Gotama , had fo
r

his mark

a
n

excellent bovine bull . That high -souled one , o king , with
that bovine bull , lovked a

s resplendent , 14 - 15 as the Destroyer of

the three cities looks resplendent with his bull . * Vrishasena
had a peacock made of gold and adorned with jewells and gems . 16

And it stood o
n h
is

standard a
s if in the act of crowing , and

always adorned the van o
f

the army . With that peacock , the

* Tripura means the three cities , constructed b
y

the Asura artificer

Maya . The Asura , however , who owned those cities is also called
Tripura . It was Mahadeva who destroyed the three cities with a

ll their
population . Pide the close of the Harivança . - T .
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car of th
e

high -souled Vrishasena shone , 17 like the ca
r , O king ,

o
f

Skanda (the celestial generalissimo ) shining with his peacock ,

Calya the ruler o
f

the Madras , we saw , had o
n his standard

to
p , an unrivalled and beautiful ploughshare made of gold and

looking like a flame o
f

fire . That ploughshare , O sire , looked
resplendent on his car , 18 - 19 like the presiding goddess o

f

corn

herself endued with beauty and producing every seed . A silver
boar adorned the standard -top o

f

the ruler o
f

the Sindhus .

Decked with golden garlands , it was of the splendour of a white
crystal . * With that silvern mark o

n h
is

banner , the ruler

o
f

the Sindhus looked a
s resplendent , 20 - 21 as Surya in days o
f

yore in the battle between the celestials and the Asuras . The
standard o

f

Somadatta ' s son devoted to sacrifices , bore the
sign o

f

the sacrificial stake . It was seen to shine like the Sun

o
r

the Moon . That sacrificial stake , made o
f gold , o king , of

Somadatta ' s so
n , looked resplendent®2 - 29 like the tall stake erect

e
d in that foremost o
f

sacrifices called the Rājasuya . The
standard o

f Calya , O monarch , bearing a huge silvern elephant

was adorned o
n a
ll

sides with peacocks made o
f gold . That

standard , O bull o
f

Bharata ' s race , adorned thy troops24 – 25 like
the huge white elephant adorning the host of the celestial king .

On the standard decked with gold , of king Duryodhana , was

a
n elephant adorned with gems . Tinkling with the sound o
f

a hundred bells , O king , that standard stood upon the excellent
car of that hero . And , O king , thy son , that bull among the .

Kurus , looked resplendent , O monarch , with that tall standard

in battle . These nine excellent standards stood erect among
thy divisions . The tenth standard seen there was of Arjuna ,

decked with that huge ape . 37 - 39 And with that standard , Arjuna

looked highly resplendent like Himavat with a blazing fire ( o
n

it
s top ) . Then many mighty car -warrriors , a
ll

chastisers o
f

foes , quickly took u
p

their beautiful , bright , and large bows for

the sake o
f (resisting ) Arjuna . Similarly Pārtha also , that

achiever of celestial feats , took u
p

his fo
e
-destroying bow Gān

* The true reading is alohita and not lohita . Arka here is crystal and

not the Sun . It was a silvern boar , which could not , evidently , b
e like

the Sun . - T .

38
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divu , in consequence , O king , of thy evil policy . Many royal
warriors , 0 king , were then slain in that battle owing to
thy fault, 30–32 rulers of men come from different realms , in
vited (by thy sons ). And with them perished many steeds and
many elephants . Then those mighty car-warriors headed by
Duryodhana (on one side ) and that bull amongst the Pandavas

on the other , uttered loud roars and began the encounter .

And the feat that Kunti's so
n

having Krishna fo
r

his charioteer

achieved there was highly wonderful , inasmuch a
s , alone , he

encountered fearlessly a
ll

those warriors united together . And

that mighty -armed hero looked resplendent as he stretched his
bow Gāndiva , 32 - 35 desirous o

f vanquishing a
ll

those tigers

among men and o
f slaying the ruler o
f

the Sindhus . With his
shafts shot in thousands , that tiger among men , viz . , Arjuna , 36

that scorcher o
f

foes , made a
ll

those warriors invisible (by
means o

f

his arrowy showers ) . On their side , those tigers
among men , those mighty car -warriors , also made Pārtha invisi
ble b

y

means of their clouds of shafts shot from all sides . Be
holding Arjuna , that bull o

f Kuru ' s race , covered b
y

those

lions among men with their shafts , loud was the uproar made
hy thy troops ! ' " 37 - 58

SECTION CVI .

“Dhritarăshtra said , — “After Arjuna had got the ruler of the
Sindhus within sight , what , O Sanjaya , did the Panchālas ,

attacked b
y

Bharadwāja ' s son , do , encountering the Kurus ? "

“ Sanjaya said , . - 'On the afternoon o
f that day , 0 monarch ,

in the battle that took place between the Pānchālas and the

Kurus , Drona became , as it were , the stake ( fo
r

which each

fought on to win o
r

lose ) . The Pānchālas , O sire , desirous of

slaying Drona , cheerfully uttered loud roars and shot dense
showers o

f

arrows . Indeed , that encounter between the Pān
chālas and the Kurus , fierce , awful , and highly wonderful as it

was , resembled that in days o
f

yure between the gods and the

Asuras . Indeed , all the Pānchālas with the Pāndavas , ob

taining Drona ' s car (within reach ) used many mighty weapons ,

desirous o
f piercing through his array : 5 Car -warriors stationed
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on their cars , causing the Earth to shake under them , and
showering their arrowy downpours , rushed towards Drona's car,
without much speed . Then that mighty car -warrior among th

e

Kuikayas , viz . , Vrihatkshatra , incessantly scattering keen shafts
that resembled the thunder in force , proceeded towards Drona . "

Then Kshemadhurti of great fame quickly rushed against Vri
hatkshatra , shooting keen arrows b

y

thousands . Beholding this ,

that bull among the Chedis , viz . , Dhrishtaketu , endued with great

might , quickly proceeded against Kshemadhurti like Mahendra
proceeding against the Asura Camvara . ' Seeing him rush with
great impetuosity like the Destroyer himself with wide open

mouth , that mighty bowman , viz . , Viradhanwan , proceeded

against him with great speed . King Yudhishthira staying
there a

t the head o
f his division from desire o
f victory , was

resisted b
y

the valiant Drona himself . " Thy so
n

Vikarna , o

lord , endued with great prowess , proceeded against the rushing

Nakula o
f great prowess , that warrior accomplished in battle . ' *

That scorcher o
f

foes , viz . , Durmukha , covered the advancing

Sahadeva with many thousands o
f swiftly - coursing shafts . 13

The heroic Vyaghradatta resisted that tiger among men , viz . ,
Sātyaki , making him repeatedly tremble b

y

means o
f

his sharp

and keen -pointed shafts . The son of Somadatta resisted the

(five ) sons o
f Draupadi , those tigers among men , those great

car -warriors , wrathfully shooting mighty shafts . 16 That mighty
car -warrior , viz . , Rishyaçringa ' s fierce son ( the Rākshasa
Alamvusha ) , of awful mien , resisted the advancing Bhimasena
filled with wrath . " The encounter that then took place be
tween that man and Rālshasa resembled , o king , the battle

in days o
f yore between Rāma and Rāvana . ' ? Then , O Bhārata ,

Yudhishthira , that chief of the Bharatas , struck Drona with
ninety straight shafts in all his vital parts . ' 8 Enraged b

y

the

famous son o
f Kunti , Drona struck him in return , O ) chief of

the Bharatas , in the centre of the chest , with five and twenty
shafts . " And once inore , in the very sight of all the bow
men , Drona struck him , with his steeds , charioteer , and stand
ard , with twenty shafts . 20 Pāndu ' s son , of virtuous soul , dis
playing great lightness o

f

hand , baffled with his own arrowy
showers those arrows shot b

y

Drona . ? ? Then the great buwmu
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Dröna , filled with rage , cut of
f

th
e

bow o
f the high -souled king

Yudhishthira the just . 22 Then that great car -warrior (viz . , the
the so

n

o
f Bharadwāja ) speedily covered the bowless Yudhish

thira with many thousands o
f

shafts . " : Beholding the king made
invisible b

y

the shafts of Bharadwāja ' s son , all creatures thought
that Yudhishthira was dead . 24 And some thought that the king
had Aed from before Drona . And many cried out , o king ,

saying , - Alas , the king hath been slain b
y

the high -souled
Brāhmana ! 25 _ Then king Yudhishthira the just , fallen into great
distress , having laid aside that bow cut o

ff b
y

Bharadwāja ' s

son in battle , aº took u
p

another excellent , bright , and tougher
bow . And that hero then cut of

f

in that encounter all those
shafts shot in thousands b

y

Drona . All this seemed exceedingly
wonderful . Having cut of

f

those shafts , O king , Yudhishthira ,

with eyes red in wrath , 27 – 28 took u
p

in that battle a dart capable

o
f riving even a mountain . Equipt with a golden staff , o
f

awfulmien , having eight bells attached to it , and exceedingly
terrible , as the mighty Yudhishthira , taking it u

p , uttered a

loud roar . And with that roar , 0 Bhārata , the son of Pāndu
inspired a

ll

creatures with fear . 80 Beholding that dart upraised
by king Yudhishthira the just , al

l

creatures , as if with one
accord , said , - Good b

e

to Drona 1
8
1
_ Hurled from the king ' s

arms , that dart resembling a snake just freed from it
s slough ,

coursed towards Drona , illumining thewelkin and all the direc
tions cardinal and subsidiary , like a she -snake with fiery

mouth . Beholding it coursing towards him impetuously , O

king , Drona , 92 - 33 that foremost o
f

a
ll persons acquainted with

weapons , invoked into existence the weapon called Brahma .

That weapon , reducing that dart of terrible mien into dust , 84

coursed towards the car of the illustrious son o
f Pāndu . Then , O

O sire , king Yudhishthira o
f great wisdom baffled that weapon

o
f

Drona thus coursing towards him b
y

himself invoking the

Brahma weapon . And then piercing Drona himself in that
battle with five straight shafts , 35 - 36 he cut of

f , with a sharp

razor - faced shaft , the large bow o
f Drona . Then Drona , that

grinder o
f Kshatriyas , throwing aside that broken bow , 37 hurled

with great force , O sire , a mace a
t

the son o
f Dharma . Be

holding that mace impetuously coursing towards him , Yudhish
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thira ,88 O chastiser of foes , filled with rage , took up a mace .
Then those two maces, both hurled with great force, encounter
ing each other in mid air,a9 produced by their collision sparks
of fire and then fell down on the Earth . Then Drona, filled
with fury , slew , O sire, the steeds of Yudhishthira , with four

excellent shafts of keen points . And with another broad
headed shaft he cut off the king 's bow resembling a pole

erected to the honor of Indra .40 41 And with another shaft he
cut of

f

the standard o
f Yuhisdthira , and with three he afflicted

the Pāndava himself . Then king Yudhishthira , speedily jump
ing down from that steedless car , stood weaponless and with
arms upraised , O bull of Bharata ' s race ! Beholding him carless ,

and especially weaponless , 42 - 43 Drona , O lord , stupified his foes ,

o
r

rather the whole army . Firmly adhering to his vow , and
endued with great lightness of hands , Drona shot showers of

sharp shafts , 44 and rushed towards the king like a furious lion
towards a deer . Beholding Drona , that slayer o

f
foes , rush

towards him , 4s cries o
f

O
h

and Alas suddenly rose from the

Pāndava army . And many cried out , saying , — The king is slain

b
y

Bharadwāja ' s son ! 46 — Loud wails o
f

this kind were heard ,

dhishthira the son of Kunti , getting u
p

o
n the car of Sahadeva ,

retreated from the fieid , borne away b
y

swift steeds . ” ” 47

SECTION CVII .

" Sanjaya said , - 'Kshemadhurti , O monarch , pierced the
advancing Vrihatkshatra o

f great valor , that prince o
f the

Kaikayas , with many arrows in the chest . King Vrihatksha

tr
a

then , O monarch , desirous of piercing through Drona ' s divi
sion , quickly struck h

is antagonist with ninety straight -shafts . '

Kshemadhurti , however , filled with rage , cut o
ff , with a sharp ,

well -tempered , and broad -headed shaft , the bow o
f that high

souled prince o
f

the Kaikayas . Having cut of
f

his bow , Kshe
madhurti then , with a keen and straight shaft , quickly pierced

in that encounter that foremost o
f

a
ll

bowmen . * Then Vrihat
kshatra , taking u

p

another bow and smiling ( a
t

his fo
e
) , soon

made the mighty car -warrior Kshemadhurti steedless and driver
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less and carless . And with another broad -headed shaft that was
well- tempered and sharp , he cut of

f , from the trunk of his royal
antagonist his head blazing with ( a pair of ) ear -rings . That
head , graced with curly locks and a diadem , suddenly cut off , fell
down o

n the Earth and looked resplendent like a luminary fallen

from the firmament . Having slain his fo
e , themighty car -warrior

Vrihatkshatra became filled with joy and fe
ll

with great force
upon thy troops for the sake o

f

the Pārthas . The great bow
man Viradhanwan , O Bhārata , endued with great prowess ,

resisted Dhrishtaketu who was advancing against Drona . ' En
countering each other , those two heroes having arrows fo

r

their
fangs , and both endued with great activity , struck each other
with many thousands o

f arrows . ' Indeed , those two tigers
among men fought with each other like two leaders o

f elephan

tine herds in the deep woods , with fury . " Both endued with
great energy , they fought , each desirous o

f slaying the other ,

like two enraged tigers in a mountain cave . " That combat , O

monarch , became exceedingly fierce . Deserving to be witnessed ,

it became highly wonderful . The very Siddhas and the Chāra
nas , in large numbers , witnessed it with wonder -waiting eyes . 13
Then Viradhanwan , O Bhārata , with a laugh , cut o

ff
in rage

Dhrishtaketu ' s bow in twain b
y

means o
f

broad -headed arrows . 14

Abondoning that broken bow , the ruler o
f

the Chedis , that
mighty car -warrior , took u

p
a fierce dart made o
f

iron and
equipt with a golden staff . ' Bending with h

is

hands , 0 Bhā
rata , that dart o

f fierce energy towards the ca
r

o
f

Viradhanwan ,

Dhrishtaketu hurled it carefully and with great force . Struck
with great force b

y

that hero -slaying dart , and h
is

heart pierced

by it through , Viradhanwan quickly fell down o
n the Earth

from h
is car . " ? Upon the fall cf that hero , that mighty car

Warrior among the Trigartas , thy army , O lord , was broken b
y

the Pāndavas . ' s (Thy son ) Durmukha sped sixty shafts at

Sahadeva , and uttered a loud shout in that battle , challenging
that son o

f

Pāndu . ' The so
n

o
f Mādri then , filled with rage ,

pierced Durmukha with many keen arrows , smiling the while ,

the brother striking the brother . 20 Beholding the mighty Dur
mukha fighting furiously , Sahadeva then , 0 Bhārata , once
more struck h

im with nine shafts . Endued with great strength
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Sahadeva then cut o
ff

Durmukha ' s standard with a broad
headed arrow , and struck down his four steeds with four other
arrows . And then with another broad -headed arrow well
tempered and sharp , he cut of

f , from his trunk , the head o
f

Durmukha ' s charioteer that blazed with a pair o
f

ear -rings .

And cutting o
ff Durmukha ' s large bow with a razor -faced arrow ,

Sahadeva pierced Durmukha himself in that battle with five

arrows , 24 Durmukha then , cheerlessly jumping down from
that steedless car ,mounted the ca

r , 0 Bhārata , of Niramitra . 25

Then that slayer o
f

hostile heroes , viz . , Sahadeva , filled with
rage , slew in that great battle Niramitra in the midst of his
division with a broad -headed arrow . 26 Thereupon prince Nira
mitra , the son of the ruler of the Trigartas , fell down from his

car , afflicting thy army with great grief . a ? Slaying him , the
mighty -armed Sahadeva looked resplendent like Rāma the son

o
f Daçaratha after slaying the mighty ( Rākshasa ) Khara . 28

Beholding thatmighty car -warrior , viz . , prince Niramitra , slain ,

loud cries o
f

Oh and Alas arose , O monarch , among the Tri
garta warriors . 29 Nakula , 0 king , in a moment vanquished
thy son Vikarna o

f large eyes . This seemed highly wonderful . 80
Vyaghradatta , by means of his straight shafts ,made Sātyaki
invisible with his steeds and driver and standard in the midst o

f

his division . The brave grandson of Cini , baffling those
shafts with great lightness o

f hand , felled Vyaghradatta b
y

means o
f his arrows , with his steeds and driver and stan

dard . 83 Upon the fall , O lord , of that prince of the Magadhas ,

the latter , struggling vigorously , rushed against Yuyudhāna
from a

ll

sides . Scattering their shafts , and lances b
y

thou

sands ,and short arrows and spears and mallets and thick clubs , 34

those brave warriors fought in that battle with that invincible

hero o
f the Sātwata race . Endued with great might , the

invincible Sātyaki , that bull among men , with the greatest ease
and laughing the while , vanquished them a

ll . The Māghadas
were nearly exterminated . A small remnant few from the

field . 9 - 36 Beholding this , thy army , already afflicted with the
arrows o

f Yuyudhāna , broke , O lord ! Then that foremost one

o
f

Madhu ' s race , having slaughtered in battle thy troops , 87 that
illustrious hero , looked resplendent as he shook his bow . Thy
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army, O king , was thus routed by that high -souled one of th
e

Sātwata race . 88 Indeed , frightened b
y

that hero o
f

long arms ,

none approached h
im fo
r

fight . Then Drona filled with rage ,

and rolling his eyes , himself rushed impetuously towards
Sātyaki o

f
feats incapable o

f being baffled . " » 39

SECTION CVIII .

“ Sanjaya said , — The illustrious so
n

o
f Somadatta pierced

each o
f

the sons of Draupadi , those great bowmen , with five

arrows , and once more with seven arrows . ? Much afflicted , O

lord , b
y

that fierce warrior , they were stupified and knew not fo
r

sometime what to do . Then that crusher of foes , viz . , Catānika
the so

n

o
f

Nakula , piercing Somadatta ' s son , that bull among
men , with a couple o

f arrows , uttered in joy a loud roar . The
other brothers then , struggling vigorously , quickly pierced the
wrathful son o

f Somadatta , each with three straight shafts ,

Then the illustrious so
n

o
f

Somadatta , O monarch , sped at

them five shafts , piercing each o
f

them in the chest with

one shaft . Then those five brothers , thus pierced b
y

that

high - souled warrior with h
is shafts , surrounded that hero o
n

every side and began to pierce him deeply with their shafts .
Then the so

n

o
f Arjuna , filled with rage , despatched , with keen

shafts , the four steeds o
f

Saumadatti to the regions o
f

Yama . ?

And the son Bhimasena , cutting off the bow o
f the illustrious

so
n

o
f

Somadatta , uttered a loud shout and pierced his fo
e

with

many sharp arrows . The son o
f Yudhishthira then , cutting

off Saumadatti ' s standard , felled it on the Earth , while the son

o
f

Nakula felled the enemy ' s charioteer from h
is niche in the

car . Then the son o
f Sahadeva , ascertaining the foe to b
e

o
n

the point o
f leaving the field in consequence o
f

the acts o
f

the

brothers , cut o
ff , with a razor -faced arrow , the head o
f

that

illustrious warrior . 10 That head , decked with ear -rings of gold ,

fell on the Earth and adorned the field like the Sun of brilliant
effulgence that rises a

t

the end o
f

the Yuga . " Beholding
the head o

f

the high -souled son o
f

Somadatta thus falling

o
n the ground , thy troops , 0 king , inspired with fear , fled

in all drections . "
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“ The Rikshasa Alamvusha in that battle , filled with rage,
fought with the mighty Bhimasena like Rāvana 's so

n
( Indrajit )

with (Rāma ' s brother ) Lakshmana . ' ? Beholding that Rikshasa
and that human warrior engaged in fight , all creatures experi

enced both joy and wonder . 14 Then Bhima , o king , laughing

the while , pierced that wrathful prince o
f Rakshasas , viz . ,

Rishyaçringa ' s son (Alamvusha ) , with nine keen shafts . ' Then
that Rikshasa , thus pierced in battle , uttered a loud and

awful sound , and rushed ,with al
l

his followers , against Bhima . '

Piercing Bhima then with five straight shafts , he quickly des
troyed , in that battle , thirty cars supporting Bhima . " ? And
once more destroying four hundred cars o

f

Bhimasena , the
Rākshasa pierced Bhimasena himself with winged arrows . The
mighty Bhima , deeply pierced b

y

the Rākshasa , ' 8 sat down o
n

the terrace o
f his ca
r
, overcome b
y
a swoon . The so
n

o
f

the

Wind -god then , recovering his senses , became filled with rage . ' '

Drawing his excellent and terrible bow that was capable o
f

bearing a great strain , he afflicted Alamvusha , in every part of

h
is body , with keen shafts . Thereupon the Rakshasa who re

sembled a huge mass o
f antimony , looked resplendent , O king ,

like a flowering Kinçuka . Whilst being struck in that battle
with those shafts sped from the bow o

f Bhima , the Rākshasa
recollected the slaughter o

f

h
is brother (Vaka ) b
y

the illustrious
Pāndava . 28 Assuming then a

n awful form , he addressed Bhima ,

saying , — Wait a little in this battle , O Pārtha ! Behold today
my prowess ! 23 O thou of wicked understanding , that foremost

o
f

Rākshasas , vi
z
. , themighty Vaka , wasmy brother ! It is

true h
e

was slain b
y

thee ! But that took place out o
fmy

sight ! 24 _ Having said these words unto Bhima , Alamvusha
made himself invisible , and began to cover Bhimasena with a

dense shower o
f

arrows . 26 Upon the disappearance o
f

the

Rākshasa , Bhima , O monarch , covered the welkin with straight
shafts . Thus afflicted b

y

Bhima , Alamvusha soon returned

to his car . And soon again , he entered into the bowels o
f

the

Earth , and oncemore becoming little he suddenly soared into
the sky . a ? Alamvusha assumed countless forms . Now becom
ing subtile and now huge and now gross , he began to roar like
the clouds . 23 And h
e

uttered diverse kinds o
f

words and

39
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speeches a
ll

around . And from the welkin there fell thousands
o
f arrowy torrents , 29 as alsɔ dirts , and Kunapas , and lances ,

and pikes , and axes , and speurs , and rockets , and spiked maces ,

and short arrows , and battle -axes , s ' and rocks , and scimitars ,

and treacle , and swords , and thunders also . That awful down
pour o

f

arrows caused b
y

the Rīkshasu , sr slew the troops of

Pāndu ' s son on the field o
f

battle . And in consequence o
f

that arrowy downpour , many elephants also o
f the Pandava

army were slain , 32 and many steeds also , O king , and many

foot -soldiers . And many car -warriors fell down from their cars ,

slain b
y

the Rikshasa ' s shafts . 33 And a river was caused

there whose waters were blood and whose eddies were consti

tuted b
y

cars . And it abounded with elephants that consti
tuted it

s alligators . And the umbrellas of car -warriors consti
tuted it

s

swans , and the flesh and marrow o
f

animals , its

mire . And it teemed with the (cut of
f
) arms of human beings ,

that constituted it
s

snakes . And it was haunted b
y

many

Rīkshasas and other cannibals . And it wafted away , O king ,

countless Chedis and Pānchālas and Srinjayas . 34 - 35 Beholding

him , O monarch , careering so fearlessly in that battle and
seeing his prowa33 , the Pāndavas became filled with anxiety . * 6
And joy filled the hearts of thy troops then . And amongst th

e

latter , loud and terrible sounds o
f musical instruments , making

the hair to stand o
n end , arose . 87 Hearing that loud uproar

made b
y

thy troops , the son of Pāndu could not bear it as a

snake cannot bear the sound o
f

human palms . 33 With eyes

red a
s copper in rage , with glances that like fire consumed every

thing , the son o
f the Wind -god , like Tashtri himself , aimed the

weapon known b
y

the name o
f

Tashtri . ' From that weapon
were produced thousands o

f

arrows o
n a
ll

sides . And in conse
quence o

f

those arrows , a universal rout was seen among thy
troops . 40 That weapon , shot in battle b

y

Bhimasena , destroying
the effective illusion produced b

y

the Rākshası , greatly afflicted
the Rikshasa himself . 4 : Struck in every part o

f his body b
y

Bhimusena , the Rākshasa then , abandoning Bhimasena , fled
towards the division o
f Drona . 4 Upon the defeat of that

prince o
f Rikshasas b
y

the high -souled Bhima , the Pandavas
caused every point o
f

the compass to resound with their
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leonine roars .43 And filled with jo
y , they worshipped the

mighty son o
f Marut , like the Maruts worshipping Cakra after

the defeat in battle o
f

Prahlāda . ' " 44

SECTION CIX

" Sanjaya sāid , - ' (Having fled away from Bhima , Alam
vusha , in another part o

f
the field , careered fearlessly in battle ) .

And while h
e

was thus fearlessly careering in battle , the son o
f

Hidimvā rushed impetuously at him and pierced him with keen

shafts . ' The battle between those two lions among Rākshasas
became terrible . Both o

f

them invoked into existence diverse

illusions like Cakra and Camvara ( in days of old ) . Alam vusha ,

excited with rage , attacked Ghatotkacha . Indeed , the encounter
between those two foremost o

f

Rākshasas : resembled that of old

between Rāma and Rāvana , O lord ! Then Ghatotkacha , having

pierced Alamvusha in the centre of the chest with twenty long

shafts , repeatedly roared like a lion . Smilingly , 0 king , Alam
vusha also , repeatedly piercing the invincible son o

f Hidimvā ,
uttered loud roars in jo

y , filling the entire welkin . Then those
two foremost o

f

Rakshasus , both endued with great might ,

became filled with rage . 4 - 6 They fought with each other , dis
playing their powers of illusion , but without any o

f

them get

ting any advantage over the other . Each , creating a hundred

illusions , stupified th
e

other . Both accomplished in producing

illusions in battle , they fought with each other , producing

illusions . The illusions , O king , that Ghatotkacha displayed in

battle , were al
l

destroyed , O monarch , b
y

Alamvusha producing

similar illusions o
f

h
is

own . Beholding that prince o
f Rāksha

sas , viz . , Alamvusha , who was accomplished in producing illu
sions , fight in that manner , the Pāndavas became filled with
rage . Filled with anxiety , they then caused him to b

e sur
rounded b

y many foremost o
f

car -warriors . 9 - 10 Bhimasena and

others , O monarch , al
l

rushed in rage against him . Hemming
him , O sire , on al

l

sides b
y

means o
f

numberless cars , " they
shrouded him from every side with shafts like men in a forest

encompassing a
n elephant with blazing brands . Balling that

shower o
f weapons b
y

means o
f

the illusion o
f

h
is

own wea :
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pons," Alamvusha freed himself from that press of cars like an
elephant from a forest conflagration . Then drawing his terrible

bow whose twang resembled the thunder of Indra ,' he pierced
the son of the Wind-god with five and twenty shafts, and
Bhimasena 's son with five, and Yudhishthira with three , and
Sahadeva with seven , and Nakula with three and seventy, and
each of the five sons of Draupadi with five shafts , and uttered a

loud ryar . 14-15 Then Bhimasena pierced h
im in return with nine

shafts , and Sahadeva with five . And Yudhishthira pierced the
Rūkshasa with a hundred shafts . And Nakula pierced him
with four and sixty shafts , and each o

f

the sons o
f Draupadi

pierced him with three shafts . The son of Hidimvā , having
pierced h

im with five hundred shafts , ? Alamvusha once more
pierced him with seventy , and that mighty warrior then uttered

a loud roar . With that loud roar of Ghatotkacha the Earth
shook , ' 8 ( ) king , with her mountains and forests and with her
trees and waters . Deeply pierced o

n a
ll

sides b
y

those great

bɔwmen and mighty car -warriors , ' ' Alamvusha pierced each o
f

them in return with five arrows . Then that Rākshasa , O chief

o
f

the Bharatas , viz . , the son o
f

Hidimvā , fillled with rage ,
pierced that other angry Rīkshasa in battle with many shafts .
Then that mighty prince of Rākshasus , viz . , Alamvusha , deeply
pierced , 30 - 31 quickly shot countless shafts equipt with wings o

f

gold and whetted o
n stone . Those shafts , perfectly staight , all

entered the body of Ghatotkacha , " like angry snakes of great
strength entering a mountain summit . Then the Pāndavas , o

king , filled with anxiety , and Hidimvā ' s son Ghatotkacha also ,

sped a
t their fu
e

from every side clouds o
f

keen shafts . Thus
struck in battle b

y

the Pāndavas desirous o
f victory , 23 – 24 Alam

vusha ,mortal as he was , did not know what to do . Then that
delighter in battle , viz . , the mighty son o

f

Bhimasena , as be
holding that state o

f

Alamvdsha , set hi
s

heart upon h
is destruc

tion . He rushed with great impetuosity towards the ca
r

o
f

that prince o
f

Rālshasas , 36 that car which resembled a burnt
mountain summit o

r
a broken heap o
f antimony . The son o
f

Hidimvā , inflamed with wrath , Aew from his own car to that of

Alamvusha , and seized the latter , 37 He then took him u
p

from

the ca
r

like Gāruda taking u
p
a snake . Thus dragging him u
p
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with his arms, he began to whirl him repeatedly,as and then
crushed him into pieces , hurling him down on the Earth like a
man crushing an earthen pot into fragments by hurling it
against a rock . Endued with strength and activity, and possess

ed of great prowess ,as the son of Bhimasena , inflamed with
wrath in battle, inspired a

ll

the troops with fear . All his
limbs broken and bones reduced to fragments , the frightful

Rūkshisa Alamyusha , thus slain b
y

the heroic Ghatotkacha ,

resembled a tall Çāla uprooted and broken b
y

the wind . Upon
the slaughter o

f

that wanderer o
f

the night , the Pārthas became
very cheerful . 30 – 31 And they uttered leonine roars and waved
their garments . Thy brave warriors , however , beholding that
mighty prince o

f Rūkshasas , viz . , Alamvusha , slain and lying
like a crushed mountain , uttered cries , O monarch , of O

h

and Alas . 32 – 38 And people , possessed with curiosity , went to

view that Rākshasa lying helplessly o
n the Earth like a piece

o
f charcoal ( no longer capable o
f burning ) . * The Rākshasa

Ghatotkacha then , that foremost of mighty beings , having thus
slain his fo

e , uttered a loud shout like Vāsava after slaying

(the Asura ) Vala . 35 Hiving achieved that excedingly difficult
feat , Ghatotkachawas much applauded b

y

his sires as also b
y

his relatives . Indeed , having felled Alamvusha like a
n Alam

vusha fruit , he rejoiced exceedingly with h
is friends . There

arse then a loud uproar ( in the Pāndava army ) o
f

conchs and

o
f

diverse kinds o
f

arrows . Hearing that noise , the Kauravas
uttered loud shouts in reply , filling the whole Earth with it

s

echoes . ' " 87

SECTION CX .

“ Dhritarăshtra said , — Tell me , O Sanjaya , how Yuyudhāna

rushed against the son o
f Bharadwāja in battle . I feel a great

curiosity to hear it ! '

Sanjaya said , — Listen ,Othou o
f great wisdom , to the

account o
f

that battle , that makes the hair stand o
n end , be

tween Drona and the Pāndavas headed b
y

Yuyudhāna ! Be
holding the (Kuru ) army slaughtered , 0 sire , b

y

Yuyudhāna ,

Drona himself rushed towards that warrior of unbaffled prowess ,
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called also by the nameof Sātyaki. Sātyaki pierced that mighty
car-warrior, viz ., the son of Bharadwāja , thus advancing against
him , with five and twenty small arrows." Drona also , possessed
of great prowess in battle , with deliberate aim , quickly pierced
Yuyudhāna with five whetted arrows equipt with wings of

gold . Those arrJws, piercing the hard armour of the fo
e

and

drinking his life blood , entered the Earth , o king , like sighing

snakes . The long -armed Sātyaki then , inflamed with rage
like a

n elephant struck with the hook , pierced Drona with
fifty long arrows that resembled flames o

f

fire . ? Then Bhara
dwāja ' s son , thus quickly pierced in battle b

y

Yuyudhāna ,

pierced the carefully exerting Sātyaki in return with many

arrows . Then that great bowman , endued with great might ,

and filled with rage , once more afficted that hero of the Sātwata
race with many straight shafts . Thus struck in that battle b

y

the son o
f Bharadwāja , Sātyaki , O monarch , knew not what

to do . Then , king , Yuyudhāna ' s face became cheerless ,

seeing the son o
f Bharadwāja shoot countless keen arrows . ' '

Beholding Sātyaki thus situated , thy sons and troops , O king ,

becoming exceedingly cheerful , repeatedly uttered leonine roars . '
Hearing that terrible upruar and beholding that hero o

f

Madhu ' s
race thus afflicted , king Yudhishthira , O monarch , addressing
all his soldiers , said , ' 3 — That foremost one among the Vrishnis ,

viz . , the brave Sātyaki of prowess incapable o
f being baffled ,

is about to b
e

devoured b
y

the heroic Drona like the Sun b
y

Rāhu ! 14 Go and rush y
e

to the spot were Sātyaki is battl
ing ! — The king , addressing Dhrishtadyumna o

f

the Pānchāla

race , said , ' S _ Rush thou with speed at Drona ! Why dost thou
tarry , 0 so

n

o
f

Prishata ! Seest thou not the great danger to

ourselves that has already arisen from Drona ? 16 Drona is a

great bowman . He is sporting with Yuyudhāna in battle like

a boy with a bird bound in a string ! " ? Let all of you , headed

b
y

Bhimasena , and accompanied b
y

thee , proceed thither where
Sātyaki ' s car is ! 18 Behind you I will follow with my troops !

Rescue Sātyaki today who is already within the jaws o
f the

Destroyer ! ! — Having said these words , O Bhārata , king Yu
dhishthira with a
ll

his troops rushed towards Drona for the
sake o
f Yuyudhāna . 20 Blessed b
e

thou , great was the uproar
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made there by the Pāndavas and the Srinjayas a
ll fighting

with Drona only . a ! Together approaching , O tiger among men ,

that mighty car -warrior , vi
z
. , the son o
f Bharadwāja , they

covered him with showers o
f

keen arrows equipt with the

feathers o
f

Kankas and peacocks . " Drona ,however , received

a
ll

those hernes smilingly like a householder receiving guests ,

arrived o
f

their own will , with seats and water . With the
shafts o

f Bharadwāja ’ s bow -wielding so
n , those heroes were well

gratified like guests , O king , with the hospitality they receive

in the houses ( o
f

good hosts ) . 24 And none of them , O lord ,

could even gaze a
t the son o
f Bharadwāja who then resembled

the thousand -rayed Sun at midday . as Indeed , Drona , that fore
most o

f all wielders o
f weapons , scorched al
l

those great bow

men with showers o
f

arrows like the Sun scorching (everything

below ) with his burning rays . 26 Thus struck , O king , b
y

Drona ,

the Pāndavas and the Srinjayas beheld n
o protector , like ele

phants sunk in a morass . ? The mighty arrows of Drona , as

they coursed (through the welkin ) , looked like the rays of the
Sun blasting everything around . 28 In that encounter , five and
twenty warriors among the Pānchālas were slain b

y

Drona , who
were all regarded a

s Mahārathas and all approved ( a
s

such ) b
y

Dhrishtadyumna . a ' And amongst al
l

the troops o
f

the Pāndavas

and the Pānchālas , men quietly beheld the brave Drona slaying

the foremost of warriors in succession . Sº Having slain a hundred
warriors amongst the Kekayas and routing them o

n all sides ,

Drona stood , O monarch , like the Destroyer himself with wide
open mouth . Themighty -armed Drona vanquished the Pān
chālas , the Srinjayas ,the Matsyas , and the Kekayas , O monarch ,

b
y

hundreds and thousands . sa Pierced b
y

the arrows o
f Drona ,

the clamour made b
y

them resembled that made in the woods

b
y

the denizens o
f

the forest when encompassed b
y
a conflagra

tion . 38 The gods , Gandharvas , and the Pitris , said , Behold ,

the Pānchālas , and the Pāndavas , with all their troops , are
flying away 1

3
4
— Indeed , when Drona was thus engaged in

slaughtering the Somakas in battle , none ventured to advance

against him , and none succeeded in piercing him . 35 And while
that dreadful encounter , so destructive o

f great heroes , conti
nued , Prithā ' s so

n
( Yudhishthira ) suddenly heard the blare o
f
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Panchajanya .86 Blown by Vasudeva , that prince of conchs gave
loud blasts . Indeed , while the heroic protectors of the ruler of
the Sindhus were fighting ,87 and while the Dhārtarāshtras were
roaring in front of Arjuna 's car, the twang of Gindiva could
not be heard .88 The royal so

n

o
f

Pāndu repeatedly swooned ,

and thought , — Without doubt , al
l
is not well with Pārtha , since

that prince o
f

conchs (Pānchajanya ) is yielding such blasts , "

and since the Kauravas also , filled with joy , are incessantly
uttering such shouts ! - Thinking in this way , with a

n

anxious

heart , 40 Ajātaçatru the so
n

o
f Kunti said unto him o
f

the

Sātwata race (viz . , Sātyaki ) these words in a voice choked

with tears . Though repeatedly stupified , king Yudhishthira ,

however , did not lose sight of what was to be done next . Ad
dressing Cini ' s grandson , that bull of his clan , ( Yudhishthira
said ) , * - O grandson o

f Cini , the time fo
r

that eternal duty

which the righteous ones o
f

o
ld have indicated ( fo
r

friends ) to

wards friends in seasons o
f

distress , hath now come 14
2

O bull

amongst the Cinis ,reflecting within myself , I do not , Sātyaki ,

se
e , amongst al
l

my warriors , one who is a greater well -wisher

to u
s

than thou ! * He who is always well -affected , he who is
always obedient , I think , he should b

e appointed to a grave

commission in times o
f

distress ! 44 A
s

Kecava is ever th
e

refuge o
f

the Pāndavas , even so art thou , O thou o
f

Vrishni ' s

race , who art equal unto Keçava in prowes ! * 5 I will , there
fore , lay a burthen o

n thee ! It behoveth thee not to frustrate
my purpose ! 46 Arjuna is thy brother , friend , and preceptor !

O bull among men , in this battle , render him aid in time o
f

distress ļ4
7

Thou art devoted to truth ! Thou art a hero !

Thou art the dispeller o
f

the fears o
f friends ! Thou art cele

brated in the world , in consequence o
f thy acts , O hero , as one

that is truthful in speech ! 48 He , O grandson o
f Cini , who

casteth away his body while fighting in battle fo
r

friends , is

equal to him who giveth away to Brāhmanas the whole
Earth ! * * We have heard o

f

various kings gone to heaven ,

having given away the whole o
f

this Earth unto Brāhmanas

with due rites ! 50 O thou o
f virtuous soul , I beg of thee , with

joined hands , even this , viz . , that , o lord , attain thou the
fruit o
f giving away (unto Brāhmanas ) the whole Earth , or
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something higher than that, ( by incurring danger to thy life
itself fo

r aiding Arjuna ) 16
1

There is one , viz . , Krishna , that
dispeller o

f the fears o
f

friends , who is ever willing to cast
away his life in battle ( fo

r

the sake o
f

friends ) ! Thou , O

Sātyaki , art the second 1
5
2

None but a hero can render a
id

unto a hero exerting valorously . in battle , from desire o
f

fame !

A
n ordinary person cannot d
u

8
0 . 5 In this matter , there is

none else save thee who ca
n

protect Arjuna ! 5 * O
n

one occa

sion , while applauding thy numerous feats , Arjuna , giving me
great pleasure , repeatedly recited them ! " He said o

f

thee

that thou art endued with extreme lightness o
f

hands , that

thou art conversant with a
ll

modes o
f warfare , that thou a
rt

possessed o
f great activity and great prowess ! He said , -

[Sātyaki is endued with great wisdom , is acquainted with every
weapon , is a hero , and is never stupified in battle ! 66 O

f

broad

neck and broad chest , ofmighty arms and broad cheeks , of great

strength and great prowess , Sātyaki is a high -souled Mahā
ratha ! 57 He is my disciple and friend ! I am dear to him ,
and h

e is dear to me ! Becoming my ally , Yuyudhāna will
crush the Kauravas ! 88 Even if Kecava and Rāma , and Anirud
dha , and the mighty ca

r
-warrior Praddyumna , and Gada , and

Sārana , and Cāmva , with all the Vrishnis , case themselves

in mail for assisting u
s , o king , in the field o
f

battle , I shall
yet appoint that tiger among men , viz . , Sātyaki of unbaffled
prowess , fo

r

our aid , since there is none equal to him ! ] 58 -61

Even this is what Dhananjaya told me in the Dwaita woods ,

in thy absence while truly describing thy merits in an assembly

o
f righteous persons ! 68 It behoveth thee not , O thou o
f

the

Vrishni race , to falsify that expectation o
f Dhananjaya , and

also o
f myself and Bhima ! 68 When , returning from to vari . .

ous tirthas , I proceeded to Dwārakā , there I witnessed thy
reverence fo

r

Arjuna ! 64 While we were a
t Upaplava , I did

not mark anybody else , o grandson o
f Cini , who showed u
s

such affection a
s thou 16 Thou art o
f

noble lineage and feelest

reverence fo
r

u
s . For showing kindness , therefore , to one who

is thy friend and preceptor , it behoveth thee , O thou of mighty
arms , to act in a way deserving , Ogreat bowman , o

f thy

friendship and prowess and noble parentage and truthfulness ,

4
0
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O thou of Madhu 's race !66–67 Suyodhana , cased in armour by
Drona himself , hath suddenly gone, following Arjuna ! The
other great ca

r
-warriors o
f

the Kauravas have , before that ,

followed Arjuna 1
6
8

Loud uproars are being heard against

Arjuna ' s car ! O grandson o
f Cini , it behoveth thee , O giver

o
f honors , to go thither quickly ! 69 Bhimasena and ourselves ,

well -equipt and with a
ll

our forces , will resist Drona if h
e

a
d

vance against thee ! ? " Behold , O grandson o
f Cini , th
e

Bharata

troops a
re flying away in battle , and a
s they a
re flying away ,

they are uttering loud wails ! " Like the very Ocean a
t

full
tide agitated b

y

a mighty tempest , the Dhārtarāshtra host ,

O sire , is agitated b
y

Savyasāchin ! * 3 Behold , in conseqence o
f

countless cars and men and steeds moving quickly , the earthy

dust raised is gradually spreading (over the field ) ? ? : See , that
slayer of hostile hosts , viz . , Phālguna , is encompassed b

y

the

Sindhu -Sauviras armed with pikes and lances and adorned with
many heroes in their ranks ! 74 Without vanquishing this force

it will not be possible to vanquish Jayadratha ! These warriors

are prepared to lay down their lives fo
r

the sake o
f the ruler o
f

the Sindhus ! 75 Behold the invincible Dhārtarashtra force ,

stationed there , that bristles with arrows and darts and tall
standards , and that teems with steeds and elephants ! 76 Hear
the beat o

f

their drums and the loud blare o
f

their conchs , the
tremendous leonine shouts uttered b

y

them , and the rattle o
f

their car -wheels . ? ? Hear the grunt of their elephants , the heavy
tread o

f

their foot -soldiers , and the clamp of their rushing caval

ry , which all seem to make the very Earth tremble ! 78 Before
him is the division o

f Jayadratha , and behind is that of Drona !

S
o great is the number of the fo
e

that h
e
is capable o
f afflicting

the chief o
f

the celestials himself . ? Sunk in the midst of this
fathomless host , Arjuna may lose his life ! If he be slain in

battle , how can one like me live ? 80 Is this calamity to befall
mewhen thou art alive ? Dark -blue in color , young in years , of

curly locks , and exceedingly handsome , is that son of Pāndu 18 *

Active in the use of weapons , and conversant with every mode

o
f

warfare , the mighty -armed Arjuna hath , O sire , penetrated
into the Bharata host a
t

sunrise ! The day is about to end 18 *

O thou o
f

Vrishni ' s race , I do not know whether h
e

liveth o
r
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not The vast Kuru host is like the ocean ! O sire, Vibhatsu

hath penetrated into it al
l

alone ! That army is incapable o
f

being resisted b
y

the very gods in battle 1
8
4

In today ' s battle , I

fail to keep my judgment clear ! Drona also is , with great
might , afflicting my forces 1

8
5

Thou seest , Omighty -armed
one , how that regenerate one is careering in battle ! When
several tasks present themselves together , thou art well skilled

in selecting that which should b
e

first attended to ! 86 It be
hoveth thee , O giver o

f

honors , to accomplish with activity

that task which is the gravest o
f all ! Amongst al
l

these tasks

Imyself think that this (viz . , aiding Arjuna ) is the first that
demands our attention 1

8
7

The rescue o
f Arjuna in battle

should b
e first undertaken ! I do not grieve for Him o
f Daçar

h
a ' s race . He is the Protector and the Lord of the Uuniverse 1
8
8

I tell thee truly that that tiger among men ,Osire , is able to

vanquish in battle the three worlds assembled together ! 89 What

need I say , therefore , of this weak Dhārtarāshtra host ? Arjuna ,

however , O thou o
f Vrishni ' s race , is being afflicted b
y

count
less odds in battle 1

9
0

Hemay yield u
p

his lif
e
! It is fo
r

this

that I am so cheerless ! Go thou then in his track , since persons
like thee should follow a person like him , at such a season ,

urged o
n b
y

one like me ! Amongst the foremost ones o
f the

Vrishni race , two are regarded a
s Atirathas ! 91 – 92 They are

themighty -armed Praddyumna and thyself , O Sātwata , that are

so famous ! In weapons thou art equal to Nārāyana himself ,

and in strength to Sankarshana ! 98 In bravery , thou art equal

to Dhananjaya , O tiger among men , and surpassest Bhishma
and Drona , and every one accomplished in battle 1

9
4

O tiger

among men , the wise speak of thee , saying , 0 Mādhava , — There

is nothing unachievable b
y Satyaki ! 95 _ 0 thou o
f great

strength , do thou , therefore , thatwhich I sa
y

unto thee , viz . ,

obey the wishes o
f a
ll

here , of myself and o
f Arjuna ! 96 It

behoveth thee not , O mighty -armed one , to frustrate that wish !

Reckless o
f thy very life , career thou in battle like a hero ! 97 .

O grandson o
f

Cini , the scions of Daçārha ' s race never care to

protect their lives in battle ! Avoiding battle , or fighting from
behind breast -works , or flying away from battle , 98 — these prac
tices o

f

cowards and wretches are never practised b
y

the Dāçārs
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has. The virtuous -souled Arjuna is thy superior , O bull among
the Cinis !'' Vāsudeva is the superior of both thyself and the
intelligent Arjuna ! Casting my eyes on these two reasons, I
say unto thee these words !:00 Do not discard my words , I am
the superior of thy superiors . That which I am saying unto
thee is approved by Vāsudeva as also by Arjuna 11 I tell
thee this truly ! Go then to the spot where Dhananjaya is !
Attending to these words of mine , O thou of prowess incapable
of being baffled , 10

3

penetrate into this host of the wicked son

o
f

Dhritarāshtra ! Having penetrated into it duly , encountering

the great ca
r
-warriors , and display , O Sātwata , such feats as are

worthy o
f thyself ! " 30
3

SECTION CXI .

“ Sanjaya said , — That bull amongst the Cinis , viz . , Sātyaki ,

hearing these words full of affection , agreeable , frought with
sweet sounds , opportune , delightful , and equitable , that were

uttered b
y king Yudhishshthira the just , replied unto him , O

chief of the Bharatas , saying , ' - - 0 thou o
f unfading glory ,

I have heard al
l

the words thou hast said , words frought with
justice , delightful , and conducive to fame , fo

r

th
e

sake o
f Phal

juna ! A
t

such a time , indeed ,beholding one devoted ( to thee )

likeme , it behoveth thee , O king of kings , to command h
im a
s

much a
s

thou canst command Pārtha himself ! * As regards

myself , I tell thee that I am prepared to cast away my life for
the sake o

f Dhananjaya ! Commanded , again , b
y

thee , what

is there that I would not d
o in great battle ? What need I say

o
f

this weak (Dhārtarāshtra ) force ? Urged b
y

thee , I am pre
pared , O best of men , to battle with the three worlds including
the gods , the Asuras , and men ! Today I will fight with the
entire army of Suyodhana , and vanquish it in battle ! Truly

d
o I say this unto thee , O king ! Safely shall I reach Dhanan

jay , himself in safety , and after Jayadratha is slain , I shall , O

king , come back into thy presence ! Imust , however , O king ,

inform thee o
f

the wor is o
f

Vāsudeva as also o
f

the intelligent

Arjuna ! I was strongly and repeatedly solicited b
y Arjuna in

the midst of a
ll

our warriors and in the hearing also o
f Vāsu
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deva ( in these words ) ! — [Today , O Madhava , nobly resolved on
battle, protect thou the king carefully , till I slay Jayadratha !"
Making over the monarch to thee, O mighty -armed one, or to
that great ca

r
-warrior Praddyumna , I can g
o

with a
n easy

heart towards Jayadratha ! " Thou knowest Drona in battle ,

thatwarrior who is ragarded a
s the foremost one among the

Kurus ! Thou knowest also the vow made b
y

him in the pre

sence o
f a
ll , O lord ! 13 The so
n

o
f Bharadwāja is always eager

to seize the king ! He is competent also in afflicting king

Yudhishthira in battle ! ! 4 Charging thee with the protection

o
f that best of men , viz . , king Yudhishthira the just , I will

proceed today for the destruction o
f the ruler o
f the Sindhus ! 15

Slaying Jayadratha I shall soon come back , O Madhava ! See
that Drona may not succeed in forcibly seizing king Yudhish
thira the just in battle ? 16 If Yudhishthira b

e
seized b

y

Bharar

dwāja ' s son , O Mādhava , I shall not succeed in slaying Jaya

dratha , and great will bemy grief ! ! ? If that best of men , the
truthful son of Pāndu , be seized , it is evident that w

e
shall

have again to g
o

into the woods ! " My success , therefore , over
Jayadratha , it is plain , will be productive o

f

n
o

benefit , if
Drona , inflamed with rage , succeeds in seizing Yudhishthira in

battle ! 19 O mighty -armed one , fo
r

doing what is agreeable

to me , therefore , o Mādhava , as also fo
r

the sake o
f my suc

cess and fame , protect the king in battle ! ] " ° — Thou seest ,

therefore , O king , thou hast been made over to me a
s
a trust

b
y

Savyasāchin , O lord , in consequence of his constant fear of

Bharadwāja ' s son ! 21 O mighty -armed one , Imyself daily see ,

O lord , that there is none , save Rukmini ' s son ( Praddyumna ) ,

who can be a match for Drona in battle ? * I also a
m regarded

to b
e
a match for the intelligent son o
f Bharadwāja in battle .

It is plain , therefore , I cannot dare falsify that reputation which

I have , or disregard the commands of my preceptor (Arjuna ) , or

leave thee , O king ! The preceptor (Drona ) , cased as he is in

impenetrable mail , in consequence of his lightness o
f arms , * 8 24

obtaining thee in battle , will sport with thee a
s

a child with a

little bird ! If Krishna ' s son bearing the Makara o
n h
is banner

were here , as I could then have made thee over to h
im , fo
r

h
e

would have protected thee as Arjuna himself ! Thou shouldst
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protect thyself ! When I am gone , who will protect thee ,as
who, that is , that will advance against Drona while I proceed
towards Arjuna ? O king, let no fear be thine today on Arjuna's
account !*7 He never becomes cheerless under any burden how
soever heavy ! Those warriors that are opposed to him , viz.,

the Sauvirakas , the Saindhava -Pauravas ,28 they from the north ,
they from the south , and they O king, headed by Karna , that
are regarded as foremost of ca

r
-warriors , " 9 do not together come

u
p

to a sixteenth part o
f Arjuna ! The whole Earth rising

against him ,with the gods , the Asuras , and men , sº with a
ll

the

tribes o
f

Rakshasas , 0 king , with the Kinnaras , the great
snakes , and in fact , all themobile and the immobile creatures

assembled together , is no match for Arjuna in battle ! 31 Know
ing this , o king , le

t

thy fear o
n Dhananjaya ' s account b
e

dispelled ! There where those two heroes and great bowmen ,

viz . , the two Krishnas , of prowess incapable of being baffled ,

are , sº there the slightest obstacle cannot happen to their pur
pose ! Think o

f

the celestial puissance , the accomplishment

in weapons , the resourcefulness , the wrath in battle , the grate

fulness , and the compassion o
f thy brother ! Think also , O

king , of the wonderful knowledge o
f weapons that Drona will

display in battle when I leave this place fo
r going to Arjuna !

The preceptor , O monarch , is eagerly solicitous o
f seizing

thee ! 88 - 35 He is eagerly desirous also , O king , of making good
his vow , O Bhārata ! B

e

attentive , O king , to thy own protec
tion ! Who will protect thee when I am gone , 36 who is he , that

is ,confiding o
n whom Imay g
o

towards Prithā ' s son Phālguna ?

I tell thee truly , O great king , that withoutmaking thee over

to somebody in this great battle , I will not surely g
o

towards

Arjuna , O thou of Kuru ' s race ! Reflecting o
n this , from every

point o
f

view , with the aid of thy intelligence , O foremost of

all intelligent persons , and ascertaining with thy intelligence

what is fo
r thy highest good , command me , O king ! 37 – 88 —

“ 'Yudhishthira , hearing these words , said , — It is even so ,

O mighty -armed one , as thou sayest , o Mādhava ! For a
ll

that , however , O sire , my heart doth not become easy o
n Arju

n
a ' s account ! 39 I shall take the greatest precautions in pro

tecting myself ! Commanded b
y

me , go thou thither where
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Dhananjaya hath gone !40 Weighing, with my judgment , my

own protection in battle with the necessity there is of going

towards Arjuna, the latter seems tome preferable.* Make thy

self realy , therefore , to go thither whither Dhananjaya hath
gone ! The mighty Bhima will protect me 1

4
2

Prishata ' s son ,

with a
ll his uterine brothers , and a
ll

these mighty kings , and

the sons o
f Draupadi , will , without doubt , protect me ! 48 The

five Kekaya brothers , and the Rākshasa Ghatotkacha , and

Virāta , and Drupada , and the mighty car -warior Cikhandin , 4
4

and Dhrishtaketu o
f great strength , and Kuntibhoja , O sire , and

Nakula , and Sahadeva , and the Panchālas , and the Srinjayas , 45

- al
l

these , O sire , will , without doubt , very carefully protect
me ! Drona a

t

the head o
f his troops , and Kritavarman also , in

battle , 46 will not succeed in beating u
s o
r afflicting me ! That

scorcher o
f

foes , viz . , Dhrishtadyumna , displaying his prowess ,

will resist the angry Drona like the continent resisting the se
a
.

There where Prishata ' s so
n , that slayer of hostile heroes , will

remain , 47 - 43 there Drona will never b
e able to forcibly transgress

our troops . This Dhristadyumna sprang from the fire , fo
r

the

destruction o
f

Drona , clad in mail , armed with bow and arrows
and sword , and decked with costly ornaments . Go , O grandson

o
f Cini , with an easy heart , do not be anxious o
n my account !

Dhrishtadyumna will resist the angry Drona in battle ! " " 49 - 60 —

SECTION CXII .

" Sanjaya said , — Hearing these words of king Yudhishthira
the just , that bull among the Cinis feared the censure o

f Arjuna

if he left the king . ' Seeing , however , the certainty o
f a
n

imputation o
f

cowardice b
y

the people ( if he disobeyed Yudhish
thira ) , he said to himself , - Let not people say that I am afraid

o
f

proceeding towards Arjuna ! _ Reflecting repeatedly o
n this ,

Sātyaki , that hero invincible in battle , that bull among men ,

said these words unto king Yudhishthira the just : S - If thou
thinkest that these arrangments will suffice fo

r

thy protection ,

O monarch , I will then d
o thy bidding and follow Vibhatsu ! *

I tell thee truly , O king , that there is none in the three worlds
that is dearer to me than Phālguna ! I will follow in his
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track at thy command , O giver of honors ! There is a nothing
that I will not do for thy sake ! O best of men , the com
mands ofmy preceptor are always of weight with me. But
thy commands are still weightier with me, o lord !? Thy
brothers , viz ., Krishna and Dhananjaya , are always engaged
in doing what is agreeable to thee ! Taking thy command on
my head , fo

r

the sake o
f Arjuna , O lord , I will proceed , O bull

among men , piercing through this impenetrable host ! ' Darting
wrathfully through this force of Drona like a fish through the

se
a , I will g
o

thither , O monarch , were king Jayadratha , ' '

depending upon his troops , stayeth in fear o
f

the son o
f

Pāndu ,

protected b
y

those foremost o
f

car -warriors , viz . , Drona ' s son
and Karna and Kripa ! " The distance from here , o king , is

three Yojanas , I think , of that spot where Pārtha stayeth ,

ready to slay Jayadratha ! 18 But though Pārtha is three
Yojanas distant I shall yet follow in his track with a stout

heart , and stay with him , o king , till Jayadratha ' s slaughter ! 18

What man is there that goes to battle without the commands

o
f his superiors ? And when one is commanded , O king , as I

have been b
y

thee , who is there likeme that would not fight ? 14

I know that place whither I shall have to g
o , O lord ! Teeming

a
s this Ocean -like host doth with plough -shares and darts and

maces and shields and scimitars and swords and lances and

foremost of shafts , I will today agitate this ocean . This ele
phant division , consisting o

f
a thousand elephants , that thou

seest , 18 - 16 al
l

belonging to the breed known b
y

the name o
f

Anjana , and al
l

endued with great prowess , which are all
mounted b

y
a large number o
f

Mlecchas delighting in battle

and accomplished in smiting , " ? — these elephants , O king , that
are shedding their juicy secretions like rain -pouring clouds ,

these never retreat if urged forward b
y

those upon their backs ! 18

They cannot b
e vanquished , O king , unless they are slaught

ered ! Then again , those ca
r
-warriors , numbering thousands ,

that thou seest , “ a
re a
ll

o
f royal lineage and are a
ll Maha

rathas . They are called Rukmarathas . * They are accom
plished in weapons and in battling from cars , as also in fighting

* Owners o
f golden cars , — T ,
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from the backs of elephants , O monarch 9
2
0

Through masters

o
f

the science o
f weapons , they a
re accomplished in fighting

with their fists . Skilled in battling with maces , masters also of

the a
rt o
f

close fight , ” they a
re equally clever in striking with

scimitars and falling upon the fo
e

with sword and shield . They

are brave and learned , and animated b
y
a spirit of rivalry . 2 *

Every day , O king ,they vanquish vast numbers o
f men in battle .

They are commanded b
y

Karna and devoted to Duscāsana . 28

Even Vāsudeva applauds -them a
s great car -warriors . Always

solicitous o
f

Karna ' s welfare , they are obedient to him . 24 It is

a
t

Karna ' s command , O king , that returning from their pursuit

o
f

Arjiina and , therefore , unfatigued and unworn , those brave
warriors , cased in impenetrable armour and armed with strong
bows , as a

re certainly waiting fo
r

me , ordered b
y

Duryodhana

also ! Crushing these in battle fo
r

thy good , O Kaurava , 26 I

shall then follow in the track o
f Savyasāchin ! Those other

elephants , O king , seven hundred in number , 27 .that thou seest ,

all cased in armour and ridden b
y

Kirātás , and decked with
ornaments , the king o

f the Kirātas , desirous o
f

his life , had
formerly presented to Savyasāchin , togethur with many servants

in their train . These , O king , were formerly employed in doing
thy business . 28 - 3 ) Behold the vicissitudes that time brings about ,

for these are now battling against thee ! Those elephants are

ridden b
y

Kirātas difficult of defeat in battle . 30 They are accom
plished in fighting from elephants , and are all sprung from the

race of Agni . Formerly they were al
l

vanquished in battle b
y

Savyasāchin . They are now waiting for me carefully , under
the orders o

f Duryodhana . Slaying with my shafts , o king ,

these Kirātas difficult of defeat in battle , $ 2 I shall follow in the

track o
f Arjuna who is intent on the slaughter o
f the ruler o
f

the Sindhus . Those (other ) huge elephants , sprung from the

race o
f Anjana , e of impenetrable hides ,well -trained , and adown

whose cheeks and from whose mouths the juicy secretions aro
trickling down , and which are well adorned with armour made
wholly o

f gold , 34 ar
e

very effective in battle and resemble Airā
vat himself ! They have come from the northern hills , and are
ridden b

y

fierce robbers that are o
f strong limbs , that are

a
ll

foremost o
f

warriors , and that are cased in steel coats o
f

41
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mail . There , amongst them , are persons born of the cow , or of
the ape,38 or of diverse other creatures, including those born
ofmen . That division of the assembled Mlecchas that are
all sinful and that come from the fastnesses of Himavat, seem at
a distance to be of a smoky color. Obtaining these, and count
less Kshatriyas,87-38 as also Kripa , and Somadatta 's son , and
that foremost of ca

r
-warriors , viz . , Drona , and the ruler of

the Sindhus , and Karna , he thinks lightly of the Pāndavas ! 5 '

Impelled b
y

fate , he regards himself crowned with success .

Those I have named will , however , today b
e within reach o
f

my arrows . " They shall not escape me , 0 son of Kunti , even

if they b
e

endued with the speed o
f

the mind . Much regarded
always b

y

Duryodhana , that prince who dependeth upon the
prowess o

f others , 41 those warriors , afflicted with my clouds of

shafts , willmeet with destruction . Those other ca
r
-warriors ,

O king , whom thou seest , and who have golden standards , 42 and
are difficult o

f

being resisted , ar
e

called Kāmvojas ! They are
brave and accomplished , and firmly devoted to the science of

weapons . 49 Desiring one another ' s welfare , they are all firmly
united . They compose a full Akshauhini of wrathful warriors ,

O Bhārata , 44 and a
re staying carefully fo
r

my sake , well pro
tected b

y

the Kuru heroes . They are o
n the alert , O king , with

their eyes on me ! I shall certainly destroy them a
ll , like

fire destroying a heap o
f

straw . Therefore , o king , let those

that equip cars place quivers and a
ll

necessaries on my car in

proper places . Indeed , in such a dreadful battle , diverse kinds of

weapons ought to b
e taken . 46 – 47 Let the car be equipt (with

necessaries ) five times more than what professors o
f military

science direct , for I shall have to encounter the Kāmvojas who
resemble fierce snakes o

f virulent poison , 48 I shall have also to

encounter the Kirātas who are armed with diverse weapons o
f

warfare , who resemble virulent poison , who are accomplished

in smiting , 49 who have always been well treated b
y Duryodhana ,

and who o
n that account are always intent on Duryodhana ' s

welfare . I shall also have to encounter the Cakas endued with
prowess equal to that o

f

Cakra himself , sº who a
re

fierce a
s

fire

and difficult of being put down like a blazing conflagration . 52

Indeed , O king , I shall have to encounter in batte many war

- - - - - - - -
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riors difficult of being resisted . For this , le
t

well -known steeds

o
f

the foremost breed and graced with auspicious marks b
e

yoked tomy car , after causing their thirst to b
e slaked and

after grooming them duly ! _ " $ 3

"Sanjaya continued , — 'After this , king Yudhishthira caused

quivers full of shafts , and diverse kinds o
f weapons , and , in

deed , al
l

necessaries , to be placed o
n Satyaki ' s car . 53 Then

people caused his four well -harnessed and excellent steeds to

drink intoxicating wines . * And having caused those four steeds

to drink and walk and bathe and eat , and having adorned them

mals , that had ( fo
r

these operations ) been freed from the yoke ,

and that were o
f

the hue o
f gold and well -trained and endued

with great speed and cheerful and exceedingly docile , were duly
yoked again unto his car . 58 And upon that car was set u

p
a tall

standard bearing a lion with golden manes . And that standard
had attached round it banners o

f

the hue o
f

white clouds and

graced with golden circles and pearls and corals . And a
n

umbrella set upon a tall staff o
f gold was also placed upon that

vehicle bearing a heavy weight o
f weapons . 57 - 58 After those

steeds , adorned with trappings o
f gold , had been yoked to that

car , the younger brother o
f

Dāruka , who was the charioteer
and the dear friend o

f Satyaki , 59 came and represented unto the
latter that the car had been duly equipt , like Mātali represent
ing the equipment o

f the car unto Vāsava himself . Sātyaki
then , having taken a bath and purified himself and undergone
every auspicious ceremony , ' gave nishkas o

f gold unto a

thousand Snātaka Brāhmanas who uttered benedictions upon

h
im . Blessed with those benedictions , Sātyaki , that foremost

o
f

handsome men , " that hero worthy o
f worship , having

drunk kairāta honey , shone resplendent , with reddened eyes
rolling in intoxication . Having touched a brazen mirror and
filled with great joy , his energy became doubled and he himself
looked like a blazing fire . Taking u

p

o
n his shoulders his bow

with arrows , that foremost of car -warriors , cased in armour and
decked in ornaments , had the regenerate ones perform fo

r

him

the rites o
f propitiation . 64 And fair maidens honored him b
y

shwering upon him fried paddy and perfumes and floral gar
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lands. And the hero then , with joined hands, worshipped the
feet of Yudhishthir2 ,65 and the latter smelt his head . And
having undergone all these rites , he then mounted h

is

foremost
o
f

cars . Then those steeds , cheerful and strong and fleet as the
wind , 66 and invincible , and belonging to the Sindhu breed . bore

h
im

o
n that triumphant car . Similarly , Bhimasena also , honored

by king Yudhishthira the just , and reverentially saluting the
monarch , 67 set out with Sātyaki . Beholding those two chast

isers o
f

foes o
n the point of penetrating thy host , " their ene

mies , viz . , thy troops , al
l

stood still with Drona a
t

their head .

Then Sātyaki , seeing Bhima cased in mail and following him . " "

saluted that hero and spoke unto h
im these delightful words .

Indeed , the heroic Sātyaki , with every limb filled with jo
y ,

said unto Bhima , ? ' . - Do thou , O Bhima , protect the king !

Even this is thy duty above all things ! Piercing through this
host whose hour hath come , I will proceed . ” Whether now o

r

hence , the protection o
f the king is thy highest duty ! Thou

knowezt my prowess , and I also know thine , O chastiser o
f

foes ! ? If , therefore , thou desirest my good , return , O Bhima !

Thus addressed b
y

Sātyaki , Bhima replied , Go then , fo
r

the

success o
f thy object ! ? O best o
f

men , I will protect the king !

- Thus addressed , he of Madhu ' s race answered Bhima , say
ing , 74 _ G ) back , 0 son o

f Prithā ! My success is certain , since
won over b

ymymerits , thou , O Bhima , art today obedient to

my wishes ! 75 Indeed , O Bhima , as these auspicious omens tell

me ,my victory is assured ! After the sinful ruler o
f

the Sin
dhus will have been slain b

y

the high -souled son of Pāndu ,

I shall embrace king Yudhishthira o
f

virtuous soul ! - Having

said these words unto Bhima and dismissing him with a
n em

brace , that illustrious warrior eyed thy troops like a tiger eye

ing a herd o
f

deer . Beholding him thus looking at thy army ,

O king , " 1 - 78 thy troops became once more stupified and began to

tremble violently . Then , O king , Satyaki , desirous of seeing
Arjuna a

t

the command o
f king Yudhishthira the just , sudden

ly dashed against thy troops . ' ” 79
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Section CXIII . ·
" Sanjaya said , - 'O king , when Yuyudhāna , from desire of

battle , proceeded against thy troops, king Yudhishthira , sur
rounded by his forces, followed Yuyudhāna fo

r

reaching the

car o
f

Drona . Then the so
n

o
f

the king o
f

the Pānchālas ,viz . ,

the invincible warrior Dhristadyumna , " and king Vasudāna ,

both loudly exclaimed within the Pāndava host , - Come , smite
quickly , and rush against the foe , so that Sātyaki , that war
rior invincible in battle , may pass easily (through the Kaurava
host ) ! Many mighty car -warriors will struggle for vanquishing

him - The great car -warriors ( o
f

the Pāndava army ) , saying

this , fell impetuously upon their foes . Indeed , they al
l

rushed ,

saying , – Wewill vanquish those that will endeavour to van
quish Satyaki 1S _ Then a loud uproar was heard about the car

o
f Sātyaki . Thy son ' s host , however , covered with Sātyaki ' s

shafts , fled away . Indeed , O king , that host was broken into

a hundred straggling bodies b
y

him o
f the Sātwata race . And

while that force was breaking , that mighty car -warrior , vi
z
. ,

the (grandson ) o
f

Cini , ? crushed seven heroic and great bowmen

in the front ranks o
f

the fo
e
. And , O monarch , with h
is

shafts

that resembled blazing flames o
f

fire , he despatched many other
heroes , kings ofdiverse realms , unto the regions of Yama . He
sometimes pierced a hundred warriors with one shaft , and some

times one warrior with a hundred shafts . 8 - 9 Like the great

Rudra destroying creatures , he slew elephants and elephant
riders , horses and horse -riders , and car -warriors with steeds and
drivers . ' ° None amongst thy troops ventured to advance against
Sātyaki who was displaying such lightness o

f

hand and who

showered such clouds of shafts . " Struck with panic and crushed
and grinded thus b

y

that hero o
f

long arms , those brave warriors

a
ll

left the field a
t sight of that proud hero . Although alone ,

they saw him multiplied manifold , and were stupified b
y

his

energy . And the Earth looked exceedingly beautiful with crush

e
d cars and broken nidas , * O sire , and wheels , and fallen um

* Vidus were niches o
r

drivers 'boxes . — T .
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brellas and standards , and anukarshas , and banners, and head
gears decked with gold , and human arms smeared with sandal
paste and adorned with Angadas, 0 king , and human thighs
resembling trunks of elephants òr the tapering bodies of snakes ,
and faces, beautiful as the moon and decked with ear-rings , of
large-eyed warriors lying a

ll

about the field . And the ground

there looked exceedingly beautiful with the huge bodies o
f

fallen
elephants cut off in diverse ways , like a large plain strewn with
hills . Crushed b

y

that hero o
f long arms , steeds , deprived o
f

life

and fallen down o
n the ground , looked beautiful in their traces

made o
f

burnished gold and decked with rows o
f pearls and in

their curasses o
f

handsomemake and design . 18 - 19 Having slain
diverse kinds o

f thy troops , he of the Sātwata race entered into
thy host , agitating and routing thy army . 20 Then Sātyaki
desired to g

o b
y

that very track b
y

which Dhananjaya had gone

before him . Then Drona came and resisted him . 2 Encounter

in
g

the so
n

o
f Bharadwāja , Yuyudhāna , filled with rage , stop

ped not like a vast expanse o
f water upon encountering a
n

embankment . " Drona , however , checking in that battle the
mighty car -warrior Yuyudhāna , pierced him with five keen
shafts capable o

f penetrating into the very vitals . 23 · Sātyaki ,
however , O king , in that battle pierced Drona with seven shafts
whetted o

n stone , equipt with golden wings and the feathers of

the Kanka and the peacock . 24 Then Drona , afflicted Satyaki ,

his steeds , and his driver , with si
x

shafts . The mighty car
warrior Yuyudhāna could not brook that feat o

f

Drona . 25 Utter
ing a leonine shout , he then pierced Drona with ten shafts ,

and then with si
x , and then with eight others , 26 And once

more Yuyudhāna pierced Drona with ten shafts , his charioteer
with one , and his four steeds with four . a ? And with another
shaft , O sire , Sātyaki struck Drona ' s standard . Then Drona
speedily covered Sātyaki , his car , steeds , driver , and standard ,

with swiftly coursing shafts countless in number like a flight

o
f

lociists . Similarly Yuyudhāna fearlessly covered Drona
with countless shafts o

f great speed . Then Drona , addressing
Yuyudhāna , said , — Thy preceptor (Arjuna ) hath , like a coward ,

gone away , leaving the battle , 28 - 30 avoiding me who was fighting
with him , proceeding b

ymy flank ! O thou of Madhu ' s race ,
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if like thy preceptor , thou too dost not quickly avoid me in this
battle , thou shalt not escape me with life today , engaged as I
am in battle with thee !— 86

“ Sātyaki, hearing these words, answered ,—At the com
mand of king Yudhishthira the just , I shall follow in the track
of Dhananjaya ! Blessed be thou , O Brāhmana , I would lose
time (if I fight with thee) !33 A disciple should always tread
in the way trod by his preceptor. I shall , therefore , follow in
the track that has been trod by my preceptor !3f _
" Sanjaya continued ,—'Having said this much , the grandson

of Cini avoided the preceptor and suddenly proceeded onwards ,
O king ! And addressing his charioteer , he said ,84_ Drona will,

by every means, endeavour to check my progress ! Proceed
carefully , O Suta , in battle , and listen to these grave words of

mine 1
3
5

Yonder is seen the host , of great splendour , of the
Avantis ! Next to them is the mighty host of the Souther

ners . 96 And next to it is the great host of the Vālhikas . By

the side o
f the Vālhikas stands resolved fo
r

fight the mighty

host commanded b
y

Karna ! 87 O charioteer , all these hosts are
different from one another , but relying upon one another they
protect one another on the field o

f

battle 1
3
8

Arrived a
t

the
space left open between these divisions , cheerfully urge thou

the steeds ! Indeed , O charioteer , bearme thither , making the

steeds adopt a tolerable speed , 59 _ thither , that is ,where are seen
the Vālhikas with diverse weapons uplifted in their arms , and
the countless Southerners headed b

y

the Sutu ' s son , 40 and whose
division is seen to present a serried array o

f

elephants and

steeds and cars and in which stand foot -soldiers raised from
diverse realms ! * I _ Having said this much unto his driver ,

avoiding the Brāhmana (Drona ) , he proceeded , telling his
charioteer , - Pass through the open space between those two
divisions towards the fierce and mighty host o

f

Karna ! * 2 —

Drona , however , excited with wrath , pursued h
im behind ,

shooting a
t

him countless shafts . Indeed , the preceptor closely
followed the highly blessed Yuyudhāna who advanced without
any desire of turning back . 43 Smiting the great host of Karna
with whetted arrows , Sātyaki penetrated into the vast and
limitless army o
f

the Bharatas , 44 When Yuyudhāna , however ,
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entered that army , the troops (opposed to h
im ) fled away . At

this , the wrathful Kritavarman came forward to resist Sātya
ki . 45 The valiant Sātyaki , striking the advancing Kritavar

man with si
x

shafts , quickly slew his four steeds with four

other shafts . 46 And once again h
e pierced Kritavarman in the

centre o
f the chestwith sixteen straight shafts o
f

great speed . * ?

Thus encountered , O monarch , with many shafts of fierce energy

b
y

him o
f the Sātwata race , Kritavarman was ill able to brook

it . 48 Aiming then a calf -toothed shaft resembling a snake o
f

virulent poison and endued with the speed o
f

the wind , and
drawing the bow -string , O monarch , to his e

a
r
, he pierced Sā

tyaki in the chest . " That shaft equipt with beautiful feathers ,

penetrating through his armour and body and dyed in blood ,

entered the Earth . 50 Then , O king , Kritavarman , that warrior
acquainted with the highest weapons , shooting many shafts ,

cut o
ff

the bow o
f Sātyaki with arrows fixed thereon . si And

excited with rage , he then , in that battle , 0 king , pierced
Sātyaki o

f

unbaffled prowess in the centre o
f

the chest with te
n

shafts o
f great keenness . Upon his bow being broken , that

foremost o
f mighty men , viz . , Sātyaki , hurled & dart a
t
the

right arm o
f

Kritavarman . 68 And taking u
p

and drawing a
tougher bow , Yuyudhāna quickly shot at his fo

e

shafts b
y

hundreds and thousands , 54 and entirely shrouded Kritavarman

· and his car with that arrowy downpour . Having thus shroud

e
d the son o
f Hridikā , O monarch , in that battle , Sātyakiss

cut of
f , with a broad -headed arrow , the head o
f his fo
e ' s chariot

eer from his trunk . The charioteer of Hridikā ’ s son then ,

thus slain , fell down from that great car . A
t

this the steeds

o
f

Kritavarman , deprived o
f
a driver , ran away with great

speed . The ruler of the Bhojas then , in great agitation , him
self checked those steeds . s ? That heroic warrior then , bow in

hand , stood upon his car (ready fo
r

battle ) . Beholding this
feat , his troops applauded it highly . Resting fo

r
a short space

o
f

time , Kritavarman then urged those good steeds of his . ss

Himself divested o
f

fear , he inspired his foes with great fear .

Sātyaki , however , had b
y

that time left him behind , while
Kritavarman himself now rushed against Bhiinasena without
pursuing Sātyaki . 59 Thus issuing out of the division o
f

the
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Bhojas , Sātyaki proceeded with great speed towards the mighty

division of the Kāmvojas . Resisted there by many brave and
mighty car -warriors , Yuyudhāna , of prowess incapable of being

baffled , could not then , O monarch , proceed a step.62 Mean

while Drona , having placed his troops in a proper position
and made over the burthen of protecting them to the ruler of

the Bhojas, firmly resolved , proceeded with great speed towards
Yuyudhāna from desire of battle .68 Then the foremost warriors
of the Pāndava host , beholding Drona thus pursuing Yuyu

dhāna from behind , · cheerfully began to resist him .68 The
Pānchālas, however , who were headed by Bhimasena , having
approached the son of Hridikā , that foremost of car -warriors ,

a
ll

became cheerless . 64 The heroic Kritavarman , O king , dis
playing his prowess , resisted all those warriors who , although

they had become a little heartless , struggled yet with great
vigor . Fearlessly h

e

weakened , by means o
f his arrowy

showers , the animals of his foes . The brave warriors , however ,

( of the Pāndava army ) , though thus afflicted b
y

the ruler o
f

the Bhojas , stood , like high -born soldiers that they were , resolv

e
d

to fight with the division of the Bhojas itself , from desire o
f

great renown . ' " 60

SECTION CXIV .

" Dhritarăshtra said , — 'Our army is equally possessed o
f

many excellencies . It is equally regarded a
s superior . It is

equally arrayed according to the rules o
f

science , and it is

equally numerous , O Sanjaya ! * It is always well treated by

u
s , and is always devoted to u
s . It is vast in numerical

strength , and presents a wonderful aspect . It
s prowess had be

fore been tested . The soldiers are neither very o
ld nor very

young . They are neither lean nor corpulent . Of active habits ,

o
f

well -developed and strong frames , they are free from disease ,

They a
re

cased in mail and well equipt with arms . They are

* Many o
f

the opening slokas o
f

this section a
re nearly the same a
s

those o
f

section 7
6 o
f

Bhishma Parva , vide ante . In a few instances I

have adopted the readings of the Bombay edition . - T .

42
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devoted to all kinds of armed exercises.* They are adepts in
mounting upon and descending from the backs of elephants , in
moving forward and stepping back , in smiting effectually , and
in marching and retreating . Oftentimes have they been tested
in the management of elephants and steeds and cars . Having

been examined duly , they have been entertained on pay and

not fo
r

the sake o
f lineage ,nor from favor , nor from relationship .

They are not a rabble come o
f

their own accord , nor have they

been admitted into my army without pay . ” My army consists of

well -born and respectable men , who are , again , contented , well
fed , and submissive . They are sufficiently honored b

y

u
s

and
sufficiently rewarded . They are a

ll
famous and endued with

great intelligence . They are , again , O son , protected b
y

many

o
f our foremost counsellors and others o
f righteous deeds ,

a
ll

o
f

whom are best o
f

men resembling the very Regents o
f

the

world ! Innumerable rulers o
f

Earth , seeking to d
o what is

agreeable to u
s , and who have of their own will sided u
s

with

their forces and followers , also protect them . ' ' Indeed , our army

is like the vast Ocean filled with the waters o
f

innumerable

rivers running from a
ll

directions . It abounds with steeds and
cars which , though destitute o

f wings , still resemble the winged

tenants o
f the a
ir . " It teems also with elephants adown whose

cheeks flow juicy secretions . What can it , therefore , be but
Destiny that even such a

n army should be slain ? 13 (Ocean

like as it is ) vast numbers o
f combatants constitute it
s inter

minable waters , and the steeds and other animals constitute it
s

terrible waves . Innumerable swords and maces and darts and
arrows and lances constitute the oars (plied o

n that ocean ) . * 13

Abounding with standards and ornaments , the pearls and gems

( o
f

the warriors ) constitute the lotuses that deck it . The rush

in
g

steeds and elephants constitute the winds that agitate it

into fury . 14 Drona constitutes the fathomless cave o
f that

ocean , Kritavarman it
s

vast vortex , Jalasandha it
s mighty

alligator , and Karna the rise of the Moon that makes it swell

with energy and pride ! 15 When that bull amongst the Pānda
vas , on hi

s

single car , hath speedily gone , piercing through that

-

* I prefer the reading Sumakulam to Jhashākulam . — T .
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army of mine vast (though it be) like the Ocean, and when
Yuyudhāna also hath followed him , I do not, O Sanjaya , see
the prospect of even a remnant of my troops being left alive by

Savyasāchin , and that foremost of car-warriors belonging to the
Sātwata race * 16-17 Beholding those two exceedingly active

heroes pierce through (the divisions placed in the van ), and
seeing the ruler of the Sindhus also within reach of the shafts

from Gāndiva ,'& what , indeed , was the measure adopted by

th
e

Kuravas impelled b
y

fate ? A
t

that time , when a
ll

were
fighting intently , what became o

f
them ? 1

9

O sire , I regard
the assembled Kurus to be overtaken b

y

Death himself ! In

deed , their prowess also in battle is no longer seen to b
e

what

it once was ! 20 Krishna and the son of Pāndu have both entered

the (Kuru ) host unwounded ! There is none in that host , O .

Sanjaya , capable of resisting them ? e
1 Many combatants that

are great car -warriors were admitted b
y

u
s

after examination .

They are all honored ( b
y

u
s
) with pay a
s

each deserves , and
others with agreeable speeches . 28 There is none , O son ,amongst
my troops who is not honored with good offices (done to him ) .
Each receives his assigned pay and rations according to the

character o
f h
is services . " In my army , O Sanjaya , there is

none who is unskilled in battle , none who receives pay less than
what he deserves , or none who does not receive any pay . 84 The
soldiers are worshipped b

y

me , according to the best o
f my

powers , with gifts and honors and seats . The same conduct is

followed towards them by my sons , my kinsmen , and my

friends . as Yet on the very approach o
f Savyasāchin have they

been vanquished b
y

him and b
y

the grandson o
f Cini ! What

can it be but Destiny ? a6 They who are protecting them , ail
follow the same road , the protected with the protectors ! 27 Be
holding Arjuna arrived a

t

the front o
f Jayadratha , what mea

sure was adopted b
y my foolish son ? 28 Beholding Sātyaki also

entering the host , what step d
id Duryodhana think suitable to

that occasion ? 2
9 Indeed , beholding those two foremost of car :

warriors who are beyond the touch o
f a
ll

weapons , enter my
host ,what resolution was formed b

y my warriors in battle ? 80

* The construction o
f

the original is so involved and again pleonastic ,

that I do not render these two slokas literally . - T .
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I think , beholding Krishna of Daçārha 's race and that bull of
Cini's race also both engaged for Arjuna 's sake, my sons are
filled with grief !$! I think , seeing , both Sātwata and Arjuna
pass through my army and the Kurus flying away, my sons are
filled with grief !$* I think , seeing their car -warriors retreat in
hopelessness of subjugating the foe and set their hearts upon

flying away from the field , my sons are filled with grief :33 I
think , sceing th

e

terraces o
f their cars made empty b
y

Sātwata

and Arjuna , and seeing also their combatants slain ,my sons are
filled with grief ! 4 I think , seeing their steeds and elephants
and cars and heroic combatants b

y

thousands flying away from

the field with anxiety in their hearts ,my sons are filled with
grief ! 35 I think , seeing many huge elephants fl

y away , afflicted
with the shafts of Arjuna , and others fallen and falling ,my sons
are filled with grief ! I think , seeing steeds deprived of riders
and warriors deprived o

f

cars b
y

Sātyaki and Pārtha , my sons
are filled with grief ! 37 I think , large bodies of steeds slain o

r

ryuted b
y

Mādhava and Pārtha ,my sons are filled with grief : 38

I think , seeing large bodies of foot -soldiers Aying away in a
ll

directions ,my sons , despairing o
f

success , ar
e

filled with grief ! 39

I think , seeing those two heroes pass through Drona ' s division
unvanquished within a moment , my sons are filled with
grief ! 40 Stupified a

m I , O son , upon hearing that Krishna
and Dhananjaya , those two herpes of unfading glory , have both ,

with Sātwata , penetrated intomy host ! ! After that foremost

o
f

car -warriors among the Cinis , had entered my host , and after

h
e

had passed through the division o
f

the Bhojas , what di
d

the

Kauravas do ? 43 Tellme also , O Sanjaya , how did the battle
take place there where Drona afflicted the Pāndavas o

n the

field 1
4
3

Drona is endued with great might , is the foremost o
f

all persons , is accomplished in weapons , and is incapable o
f

defeat in battle ! How could the Pānchālas pierce that great

bowman in the fight ? 44 Desirous o
f Dhananjaya ' s victory ,

the Pānchālas are inveterate foes o
f

Drona . The mighty car
warrior Drona also is an inveterate foe o

f theirs . 45 Thou a
rt

skilled in narration , O Sanjaya ! Tell me , therefore , every
thing about what Arjuna d
id fo
r

compassing the slaughter o
f

the ruler o
f

the Sindhus ! ' 46
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" Sanjaya said ,—'O bull of Bharata's race , overtaken by a
calamity that is the direct result of thy own fault , thou shouldst
not, O hero , indulge in such lamentations like an ordinary
person ?47 Formerly many of thy wise well-wishers numbering

Vidura amongst them had told thee , - Do not , O king, abandon
the sons of Pāndu !— Thou didst not then heed those words !48

The man that heedeth not the counsels of well -wishing friends,
weepeth , falling into great distress , like thyself !49 He of Daçār
ha 's race , O king , had formerly begged thee for peace ! For al

l

that , Krishna of world -wide fame obtained not his wish ! 50

Ascertaining thy worthlessness , and thy partiality for thy sons ,

thy scepticism in virtue , and thy jealousy towards the Pāndar

vas , 5 ' and understanding also thy crooked intentions towards
the sons of Pāndu , and hearing thy delirious lamentations , O

best o
f kings , 53 that puissant Lord of al
l

the worlds , that Being ,

acquainted with the truth o
f everything in a
ll

the worlds , vi
z
. ,

Väsudeva , then caused the flame of war to blaze forth among

the Kurus 16
8

This great and wholesale destruction hath come

upon thee ,brought about b
y

thy own fault ! O giver o
f honors ,

it behoveth thee not to impute the fault to Duryodhana ! 54 In the
development o

f

these incidents n
o merit o
f

thine is to b
e

seen

in the beginning , middle , or end ! This defeat is entirely owing

to thee ! 55 Therefore , knowing a
s

thou dost the truth about this

world , be quiet and hear how this fierce battle , resembling

that between the gods and the Asuras , took place ! 56 After the
grandson o

f Cini , that warrior of prowess incapable o
f being

baffled , had entered into thy host , the Pārthas headed b
y

Bhimasena also rushed against thy troops . 67 The mighty car
warrior Kritavarman , however , alone , resisted in that battle the

Pāndavas thus rushing in fury and wrath with their followers
against thy host . 58 As the continent resists the surging seau ,

even so d
id the son o
f Hridikā resist the troops o
f

the Pān
davas in that battle . 68 The prowess that we then beheld

o
f

the son o
f Hridikā was wonderful , in asmuch as the united

Pārthas succeeded not in transgressing his single self . 60 Then
the mighty -armed Bhima , piercing Kritavarman with three
shafts , blew h

is

conch , gladdening a
ll

the Pāndavas . 6 . Then

Sahadeva pierced the so
n

o
f

Hridikā with twenty shafts , and
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Yudhishthira the just pierced him with five , and Nakula pierced
him with a hundred . And the sons of Draupadi pierced him
with three and seventy shafts and Cohatotkacha pierced him

with seven .' And Virāta and Drupada and Drupada 's so
n

(Dhrishtadyumna ) each pierced him with five shafts , and
Cikhandin , having once pierced him with five , 64 again pierced

him smilingly with five and twenty shafts . Then Krita varman

O king , pierced every one o
f those great ca
r
-warriors with

five shafts , and Bhima again with seven . And the son o
f

Hridikā felled both the bow and the standard o
f

Bhima from

the latter ' s ca
r
. 66 Then that mighty ca
r
-warrior , with great

speed , wrathfully struck Bhima , whose bow had been cut o
ff

with seventy keen shafts in the chest . Themighty Bhima ,

deeply pierced with those excellent shafts o
f Hridikā ' s son ,

trembled o
n

h
is

car like a mountain during a
n Earthquake .

Beholding Bhimasena in that condition , the Pārthas headed

b
y

king Yudhishthira the just afflicted Kritavarman , O king ,

shooting a
t

him many shafts . 69 Encompassing that warrior
there with throngs o

f

cars , O sire , they cheerfully began to

pierce h
im with their shafts , desiring to protect the Wind -god ' s

son in that battle . ' The mighty Bhimasena then , recover
ing consciousness , tuok u

p

in that battle a dart made o
f steel

and equipt with a golden staff , " and hurled it with great speed

from his own car a
t

the car o
f Kritavarman . That dart re

sembling a snake freed from it
s slough , hurled from Bhima ' s

hands , " a fierce -looking a
s

it was , blazed forth a
s it proceeded

towards Kritavarman . Beholding that dart endued with the
splendour o

f

the Yuga fire coursing towards him , " the son

o
f

Hridikā cut it in twain with two shafts . Thereupon that
dart decked with gold , thus cut o

ff , fe
ll

down o
n the Earth , " *

illumining the ten points o
f

the compass , O king , like a large
meteor falling from the firmament . Seeing his dart baffled ,

Bhima blazed u
p

in wrath . ? Then taking u
p

another bow

which was tougher and whose twang was louder , Bhimasena ,

filled with wrath , attacked the so
n

o
f

Hridikā in that battle . "

Then , O king , Bhima o
f

terrible might struck Kritavarman

· in the centre o
f

the chest with five shafts , in consequence

o
f thy evil policy , O monarch ! " ? The ruler of the Bhojas



BADAA Parva .) 335DRONA PARVA .

then ,“mangled in every limb , o sire, by Bhimasena , shone
resplendent in the field like a red A çoka covered with flowers .78
Then that mighty bowman , viz., Kritavarman , filled with rage,
Smilingly struck Bhimasena with three shafts , and having

struck h
im forcibly pierced in return every one o
f

those great

ca
r
-warriors struggling vigorously in battle , with three shafts .

Each o
f the latter then pierced him in return with seven

shafts . 73 - 30 Then thatmighty ca
r
-warrior of the Sātwata race ,

filled with rage , cut o
ff , smiling in that battle , with a razor

faced shaft , the bow o
f Cikhandin . Cikhandin then , seeing

his bow cut o
ff , quickly took u
p
a sword and a bright shield

decked with a hundred moons . 82 Whirling his large shield
decked with gold , Cikhandin sent that sword towards the
car o

f Kritavarman . 88 That large sword , cutting o
ff , 0 king ,

Kritavarman ' s bow with arrow fixed thereon , fell down o
n the

Earth , like , O monarch , a bright luminary loosened from the

firmament . 84 Meanwhile , those mighty car -warriors quickly
and deeply pierced Kritavarman with their shafts in that

battle . 85 Then that slayer of hostile heroes , viz . , the son o
f

Hridikā , casting o
ff that broken bow , and taking u
p

another , * *
pierced each o

f

the Pāndavas with three straight shafts . And

h
e pierced Cikhandin a
t

first with three , and then with five
shafts . 87 Then the illustrious Cikhandin , taking u

p

another

bow , checked the son o
f Hridikā with many swift going shafts

furnished with heads like tortoise nails . 88 Then , o king , the
son o

f Hridikā , inflamed with rage in that battle , rushed im
petuously at that mighty car -warrior , viz . , the son o

f Yajna

sena , sº that warrior , O monarch , who was the cause of the
illustrious Bhishma ' s fall in battle . Indeed , the heroic Krita
varman rushed a

t

Cikhandin , displaying h
is might , like a tiger

a
t

a
n elephant . " Then those two chastisers of foes , who

resembled a couple o
f huge elephants or two blazing fires , en

countered each other with clouds o
f shafts And they shook

their best of bows , and aimed their arrows , and shot them in

hundreds like a couple o
f Suns shedding their rays . And

those two mighty car -warriors scorched each other with their

keen shafts , and shone resplendent like two Suns appearing a
t

the end of the Yuga . $ 3 And Kritavarman in that battle pierc
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ed that mighty car-warrior , viz., Yajnasena 's son , with three
and seventy shafts and once more with seven ." Deeply pierced
therewith , Cikhandin sat down in pain on the terrace of h

is

ca
r ,

throwing aside his bow and arrows , and was overtaken b
y

a

swoon . 95 Beholding that hero in a swoon , thy troops , O bull
among men , worshipped the son o

f Hridikā , and waved their
garments in the air . " Seeing Cikhandin thus afflicted with the
shafts o

f

Hridikā ' s son , his charioteer quickly bore that mighty
car -warrior away from the battle . ? The Pārthas , beholding

Cikhandin lying senseless o
n the terrace o
f

his car , soon encom
passed Kritavarman in that battle with crowds o

f

cars . The
mighty car -warrior Kritavarman then achieved a most wonder

ful feat there , inasmuch a
s , alone , he held in check a
ll the Pår

thas with their followers . ' Having thus vanquished the Pār
thas , that mighty ca

r
-warrior then vanquished the Chedis , the

Pānchālas , the Srinjayas , and the Kekayas , al
l

o
f

whom are

endued with great prowess . 30
0

Those forces o
f

the Pandavas

then , thus slaughtered b
y

the son o
f

Hridikā , began to run in

all directions , unable to stay coolly in battle . Having van
quished th

e

sons o
f Pāndu headed b
y

Bhimasena himself , the
son o

f

Hridikā stayed in battle like a blazing fire , 20
3

Those

mighty car -warriors , afflicted with torrents of shafts and routed
by Hridikā ’ s son in battle , ventured not to face him . ' " 10

8

SECTION CXV .

· " Sanjaya said , - *Listen with undivided attention , o king ,

to what thou hast asked me ! After the rout o
f

that force b
y

the high -souled son o
f Hridikā , ' and upon the Pārthas being

humiliated with shame and thy troops elated with jo
y , he that

became the protector of the Pāndavas who were solicitous o
f

protection while sinking in that fathomless se
a

o
f

distress ,

that hero , vi
z
. , the grandson o
f Cini , hearing that fierce uproar

o
f thy army in that terrible battle , quickly , o king , turned

back and proceeded against Kritavarman . Hridikā ' s son Krita
varman then , excited with wrath , covered the grandson o

f

Cini with clouds of sharp shafts . A
t

this , Sātyaki also be

-came filled with rage . The grandson o
f Cini then quickly
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sped at Kritavarman a sharp and broad -headed arrow in that

encounter and then four other arrows . These four arrows slew

the four steeds of Kritavarman , and the other cut o
ff Krita

varman ' s bow . Then Satyaki pierced the charioteer o
f his foe

and those that protected the latter ' s rear , with many keen
shafts . Having made Kritavarman carless , Sātyaki , of prow

ess incapable o
f being baffled , then began , with his straight

shafts , to afflict hi
s

antagonist ' s forces . ' The hostile division
then , afflicted with Sātyaki ' s arrows , broke . Thereupon Sātya

ki , of prowess incapable of being baffled , quickly proceeded o
n

his way . Hear now , O king ,what that hero of great valor then

d
id

unto thy troops ! Having , O monarch , forded the ocean
constituted b

y

Drona ' s division , and filled with jo
y

a
t having

vanquished Kritavarman in battle , that hero then addressed his
charioteer , saying , – Proceed slowly without fear ! 1° — Beholding ,

however , that army of thine that abounded with cars and steeds
and elephants , and that teemed with foot - soldiers , Sātyaki once

thou seest o
n the left o
f

Drona ' s host , and which looks dark as
the clouds , consists o

f the elephants ( o
f

the fo
e
) . Rukmaratha

is it
s

leader ! Those elephants are many , O charioteer , and
are difficult o

f being resisted in battle . Urged b
y

Duryodhana ,

they wait fo
r

me , prepared to cast away their lives ! 18 All those
combatants are princes b

y

birth , are great bowmen , and capable

o
f displaying great prowess in battle . Belonging to the country

o
f

the Trigartas , they are all illustrious car -warriors , owning

standards decked with gold . Those brave warriors are wait
ing , desirous o

f

battle with me ! Urge the steeds quickly ,

O charioteer , and takeme thither ! " I shall fight with the
Trigartas in the very sight of Bharadwāja ' s son ! — Thus address

e
d , the charioteer , obedient to Sātwata ' s will , proceeded slow

ly . Upon that bright car of solar effulgence , equipt with

standard , those excellent steeds harnessed thereto and perfectly

obedient to the driver , endued with speed o
f

the wind , and

white as the Kunda flower , or the moon , or silver , bore him ( to

that spot ) . As he advanced to battle , drawn b
y

those excellent

passed him o
n a
ll

sides with their elephants , scattering diverse

4
3
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kinds of keen arrows capable of easily piercing everything .19
Sātwata also fought with that elephant division , shooting h

is

keen shafts like a mighty cloud a
t the end o
f

summer pouring

torrents o
f

rain o
n

a mountain -breast . 20 Those elephants ,

slaughtered with those shafts , whose touch resembled thunder ,

sped b
y

that foremost one among the Cinis , began to fl
y

away

from the field , ' their tusks broken , bodies covered with blood ,

heads and frontal globes split open , ears and faces and trunks
cut o

ff , and themselves deprived o
f

riders and standards . 23

Many elephants , their skins cut open , bells broken , tall standards
cut down , riders slain , and blankets loosened , ran away , O king ,

in all directions . Many amongst them , O monarch ,mangled

b
y

Sātwata with long shafts and calf -tooth -headed arrows and
broad -headed arrows and Anjalikas and razor -faced arrows and
crescent -shaped ones , fled away , with blood flowing down their

bodies , and themselves ejecting urine and excreta and uttering

loud and diverse cries deep a
s the roar o
f

clouds . 24 - 25 And some
amongst the others wandered , and some limped , and some fe

ll

down , and some became pale and cheerless . Thus afflicted b
y

Yuyudhāna , with shafts that resembled the Sun or fire , that ele
phant division fled away in a

ll

directions . After that elephant

division was exterminated , the mighty Jalasandha , 26 – 37 exerting

himself coolly , le
d

h
is elephant before Yuyudhāna ' s car drawn b
y

white steeds . Cased in golden mail , decked with golden Anga

das , with ear -rings and diadem , armed with sword , smeared
with red sandal paste , his head encircled with a blazing chain

o
f

gold , his breast covered with a curass , his neck adorned with

a bright garland ( o
f gold ) , that hero of sinless soul , stationed o
n

the head o
f

his elephant , and shaking his bow decked with
gold , 28 - 30 looked resplendent , O king , like a cloud charged with
lightning . Like the continent resisting the surging se

a , Sātyaki
checked that excellent elephant o

f the ruler o
f

the Magadhas

that approached h
im with such fury . Beholding the elephant

checked b
y

the excellent shafts of Yuyudhāna , 31 - 82 the mighty

Jalasandha , pierced Cini ' s grandson o
n his broad chest with

pered and broad -headed arrow , 98 - S4 he cut o
ff the bow o
f

the



BADHA PARVA.) 339DRONA PARVA .

Vrishni hero while the latter was drawing it. And then , O
Bhārata , smiling the while , the heroic ruler of the Māgadhas
pierced the bowless Sātyaki with five keen shafts . The valiant
and mighty -armed Sātyaki, however , though pierced with many
shafts by Jalasandha ,35-36 trembled not in the least . All this
seemed exceedingly wonderful. Then the mighty Yuyudhāna ,

without any fear, thought of the shafts (he should use ).37
Taking up another bow , he addressed Jalasandha , saying , – Wait ,

Wait !— Saying this much , the grandson of Cini deeply pierced
Jalasandha on his broad breast with sixty arrows , smiling the .
while. And with another razor -faced arrow of great sharpness
he cut of

f

Jalasandha ' s bow a
t

the handle , and with three more
shafts h

e pierced Jalasandha himself . Then Jalasandha , casting
aside that bow o

f

h
is

with arrow fixed thereon , 88 – 40 hurled a lance ,

O sire , a
t Sātyaki . That terrible lance , passing through the

left a
rm o
f

Mādhava in that fierce battle , entered the Earth
like a hissing snake o

f gigantic proportions . After his left a
rm

had thus been pierced , Sãtyaki , of prowess incapable o
f being

baffled ,4142 struck Jalasandha with thirty keen shafts . The
mighty Jalasandha then , taking u

p

his scimitar , 49 and a large

shield made o
f

bull ' s hide and decked with a hundred moons ,

whirled the former fo
r
a while and hurled it at Sātwata . 44

Cutting o
ff the bow o
f

Cini ' s grandson , that scimitar fe
ll

down

o
n the Earth , and looked resplendent like a circle o
f

fire , as it

lay on the Earth . 45 Then Yuyudhāna took u
p

another bow

capable o
f piercing every body , large as a Cālu offshoot , and of

twang resembling the roar o
f

Indra ' s thunder , 46 and , filled
with rage , stretched it and then pierced Jalasandha with a

single shaft . And then Sātyaki , that foremost one of Mādhu ' s

race , smiling the while , cut o
ff , with a pair o
f razor -faced

arrows , the two arms , decked with ornaments , o
f

Jalasandha .

Thereupon those two arms , looking like a couple o
f spiked

maces , fell down from that foremost o
f elephants , 47 – 48 like a couple

o
f

five -headed snakes falling down from a mountain . And then ,

with a third razor -headed arrow , Sātyaki cut of
f

his antagonist ' s

large head endued with beautiful teeth and adorned with a pair

o
f beautiful ear -rings . The headless and armless trunk , o
f

fear

ful aspect , 49 - 60 dyed Jalasandha ' s elephant with blood . Having
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slain Jalasandha in battle , Sātwata quicklyst felled the wooden

edifice , O king , from that elephant's back . Bathed in blood ,
the elephant of Jalasandha 52 bore that costly seat hanging

down from h
is

back . And afflicted with the arrows o
f Sātwatan

the huge beast crushed friendly ranks a
s it ran wildly ,

uttering fierce cries o
f

pain . Then , O sire , wails o
f

woe

arose among thy troops , 54 at sight of Jalasandha slain b
y

that bull among the Vrishnis . Thy warriors then ,turning their
faces , fled away in all directions . Indeed , despairing o

f sac
cess over the foe , they se

t

their hearts o
n flight . Meanwhile ,

0 king , Drona , that foremost of al
l

wielders o
f bows , si a
p

proached the mighty car -warrior Yuyudhāna , borne b
y

his

swift coursers . Many bulls among the Kurus , beholding Cini ' s

grandson swelling (with rage and pride ) , 57 rushed a
t

him with
fury , accompanied b

y

Drona . Then commenced a battle , O

king , between the Kurus and Drona ( on one side ) and Yuyu
dhāna ( on the other ) , that resembled the awful battle o

f

old

between the gods and the Asuras . ' " 58

SECTION CXVI .

Sanjaya said , - 'Shooting clouds of arrows , all those war
riors , accomplished in smiting , carefully and speedily , O mon
arch , encountered Yuyudhāna . ' Drona struck him with seven
and seventy shafts o

f great keenness . And Durmarshana struck
him with a dozen , and Dussaha struck him with ten shafts . And
Vikarna also pierced him o

n the left side as also o
n the centre

o
f

the chest , with thirty keen shafts equipt with Kanka feath
ors . And Durmukha struck him with ten shafts , and Duscāsana
with eight , and Chitrasena , O sire , pierced him with a couple of

shafts . And Duryodhana , 0 king , and many other heroes ,

afflicted that mighty car -warrior with dense showers o
f shafts

in that battle . Though checked o
n a
ll

sides b
y

those mighty

car -warriors ,viz . , thy sɔns , Yuyudhāna of Vrishni ' s race pierced
each o

f

them separately with his straight shafts . Indeed , he

pierced the son o
f Bharadwāja with three shafts , and Dussaha

with nine , and Vikarna with five and twenty , and Chitrasena
with seven , and Durmarshana with a dozen , and Viving ati
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with eight, and Satyavrata with nine , and Vijaya with ten

shafts. And having pierced Rukmāngada also , that mighty
car-warrior , viz., Sātyaki, shaking his bow , speedily proceeded

against thy son (Duryodhana ).' And Yuyudhāna , in the sight
of a

ll

men , deeply pierced with his arrows the king , that
greatest o

f car -warriors in the whole world . Then commenced

a battle between those two . 10 Both shooting keen arrows and

both aiming countless shafts , each o
f

those mighty car -warriors

made the other invisible in that battle . " And Sātyaki , pierced

b
y

the Kuru king , looked exceedingly resplendent a
s blood copi

ously ran adown his body like a sandal tree shedding it
s juicy

secretions . " Thy son also , pierced b
y

Sātwata with clouds o
f

shafts , looked beautiful like a snake set up ( at a sacrifice ) decked
all over with gold . ' Then Madhava , O king , in that battle ,

cut o
ff

with a razor -faced arrow , smiling the while , the bow o
f

th
e

Kuru king . ' * And then he pierced the bowless king with
countless arrowz . Pierced with arrows b

y

that foe o
f great acti

vity , ' s the king could not brook this indication o
f

the enemy ' s
success . Duryodhana then , taking u

p

another formidable bow the

back o
f

whose staff was decked with gold , " speedily pierced
Satyaki with a hundred arrows . Deeply pierced b

y thy mighty

son armed with the bow , " ? Yuyudhāna became inflamed with
wrath and began to afflict thy son . Beholding the king thus
afflicted , thy sons , thosemighty car -warriors , 18 shrouded Sātyaki

with dense showers o
f

arrows shot with great force . Whilst being

thus shrouded b
y

those mighty car -warriors , vi
z
. , thy multitude

o
f

sons , ' ' Yuyudhāna pierced each of them with five arrows , and
oncemore with seven . And soon h

e pierced Duryodhana with
eight swift arrows ' and , smiling the while , cut off the latter ' s

bow that frightened a
ll

foes . And with a fe
w

arrows h
e

also

felled the king ' s standard decked with a jewelled elephant . a1

And slaying then the four steeds o
f Duryodhana with four keen

arrows , the illustrious Sātyaki felled the king ' s charioteer with

a razor - faced shaft . Meanwhile , Yuyudhāna , filled with joy ,

pierced that mighty car -warrior , viz . , the Kuru king , with many

arrows capable o
f penetrating into the very vitals . 33 Then ,

O king , thy son Duryodhana , while being thus struck in that
battle with those excellent arrows of Cini ' s grandson , suddenly
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fed away .84 And the king quickly mounted the car of Chitra -.
sena armed with thebw. Beholding the king thus attacked
by Sātyaki in battle , and reduced to the position of Soma in the
firmament while seized by Rāhu , cries of woe arose from every

warrior Kritavarman25 -36 quickly proceeded to that spot where
the puissant Mādhava was battling . And Kritavarman proceeded ,
shaking his bow , and urging h

is

steeds , 27 and reproving his
charioteer with the words , - Gowith speed , Go with speed !

Beholding Kritavarman rushing towards him like the Destroyer

himself with wide open mouth , Yuyudhāna , O king , addressed
his driver , saying , — That Kritavarman , armed with arrows , is

rushing o
n h
is

car towards me with speed ! * • Proceed , on this
car , against that foremost one among a

ll
car -warriors ! — Then ,

with his steeds urged to their greatest speed , and o
n his car

duly equipt , sº Sātyaki came upon the ruler of the Bhojas , that
foremost o

f a
ll

bowmen . Then those two tigers among men , both
inflamed with rage and both resembling a blazing fire , encoun
tered each other like two tigers endued with great activity ,

Kritavarman pierced Cini ' s grandson with si
x

and twenty whet

ted arrows o
f

keen points , and the latter ' s driver with five
arrows . And skilled in battle , the son o

f Hridikā pierced ,

with four mighty shafts , the four excellent and well -broken

steeds o
f Sātyaki that were o
f

the Sindhu breed . Owning a

standard decked with gold , and adorned with golden mail ,Krita
varman , shaking h

is

formidable bow whose staff was decked

with gold , thus checked Yuyudhāna with shafts equipt with
golden wings . Then the grandson o

f Cini , desirous o
f seeing

Dhananjaya , sped with great activity eight arrows at Krita
varman . That scorcher of foes then , deeply pierced b

y

that
mighty fo

e , 31 - 86 — that invincible warrior , - began to tremble like

a hill during a
n earthquake . After this , Sātyaki , of prowess

incapable o
f being baffled , speedily pierced Kritavarman ' s four

steeds with three and sixty keen arrows , and his driver also
with seven . Indeed , Sātyaki , then aiming another arrow o

f

golden wings , 37 - 38 that emitted blazing flames and resembled

a
n angry snake or the rod o
f

the Destroyer himself , pierced
Kritavarman therewith . ' That terrible . arrow , penetrating



BÁDHA PARVA.] 343DRONA PARVA .

through his antagonist 's effulgent armour decked with gold ,

entered the Earth , dyed with blood .40 Afflicted with the shafts

of Sātwata , and bathed in blood in that battle , Kritavarman
throwing aside his bow with arrow , fell upon his ca

r
. * 41 That

lion -toothed hero o
f

immeasurable prowess , that bull among
men , afflicted by Satyaki with his arrows , fell on his knees upon

the terrace o
f

his ca
r
. 42 Having thus resisted Kritavarman who

resembled the thousand -armed Arjuna of ol
d

o
r Ocean himself

o
f

immeasurable might , Sātyaki proceeded onwards . 48 Passing
through Kritavarman ' s division bristling with swords and darts
and bows , and abounding with elephants and steeds and cars ,

and the ground under whose feet was rendered awful in conse

quence o
f the blood shed b
y

foremost o
f Kshatriyas numbering

b
y

hundreds , that bull among the Cinis proceeded onwards , in

the very sight o
f all the troops , like the slayer of Vritra through

the Asura array . 44 - 45 Meanwhile the mighty so
n

o
f Hridikā ,

taking u
p

another huge bow , stayed where he was , resisting the
Pāndavas in battle . ' " 46

SECTION CXVII .

" Sanjaya said , "While th
e
(Kuru ) host was made to tremble

by the grandson o
f

Cini in those places (through which h
e pro

ceeded ) , the son o
f Bharadwāja covered him with a dense shower

o
f

arrows . The encounter that then took place between Drona
and Sātwata in the very sight o

f

a
ll

the troops was extremely

fierce like that between Vali and Vāsava ( in days of ol
d
) . Then

Drona pierced the grandson o
f Cini o
n the forehead with three

beautiful arrows made entirely o
f

iron and resembling snakes

o
f virulent poison . Thus pierced o
n the forehead with those

straight shafts , Yuyudhāna , o king , looked beautiful like a

mountain with three summits . The son of Bharadwāja , a
l

ways on the alert fo
r

a
n opportunity , then sped in that battle

many other arrows a
t Sātyaki whose whiz resembled the roar

o
f Indra ' s thunder . Then h
e

o
f Daçārha ’ s race , acquainted

* Uttamát , though it occurs in all the texts , is an error . Uttame
seems to me to be the correct reading . - T .
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with the highest weapons, cut off all those arrows shot from
Drona 's bow , with two beautifully winged arrows of his . Be

holding that lightness of hand (in Sātyaki ), Drona , 0 king ,
smiling the while , suddenly pierced that bull among the Cinis
with thirty arrows.? Surpassing by his own lightness the light
ness of Yuyudhāna, Drona once more pierced the latter with
fifty arrows and then with a hundred . Indeed , those mangling
arrows, O king, issued from Drona 's car like vigorous snakes
in wrath issuing through an ant-hill. Similarly , blood -drinking
arrows shot by Yuyudhāna in hundreds and thousands covered
the ca

r

o
f Drona . 20 Wedid not mark any difference , however ,

between the lightness of hand displayed by that foremost o
f

regenerate ones and that displayed by him o
f

the Sātwata race .

Indeed , in this respect both those bulls among men were equal . "

Then Sätyaki , inflamed with wrath , struck Drona with nine
straight arrows . And he struck Drona ' s standard also with many
sharp shafts . " And in the sight of Bharadwāja , he pierced the
latter ' s driver also with a hundred arrows . Beholding the light
ness o

f hand displayed b
y Yuyudhāna , the mighty car -warrior

Drona ' s piercing Yuyudhāna ' s driver with seventy shafts , and
each o

f his (four ) steeds with three , cut of
f

with a single arrow

the standard that stood o
n Mādhava ' s car . ' * With another broad

headed arrow equipt with feathers and with wings o
f gold , he cut

off in that battle the bow o
f

that illustrious hero o
f Madhu ' s

race . ? Thereupon the mighty ca
r
-warrior Sātyaki ,excited with

wrath , laid aside that bow , and taking u
p
a huge mace , hurled it

a
t

the son o
f Bharadwāja . Drona , however ,with many arrows

o
f

diverse forms , resisted that mace made o
f

iron and twined

round with strings , as it coursed impetuously towards him . "

Then Sătyaki , of prowess incapable o
f being baffled , took up

another bow and pierced the heroic son o
f Bharadwāja with

many arrows whetted o
n stone . " Piercing Drona therewith in

· that battle , Yuyudhāna uttered a leonine shout . Drona , however ,

that foremost o
f all wielders of weapons , was unable to brook

that roar . ' ' Taking u
p
a dart made of iron and equipt with a

golden staff , Drona sped it quickly a
t

the ca
r

o
f

Mādhava . * *

That dart , however , fatal as Death , without touching the grand
son o
f Cini , pierced through the latter ' s car and entered the
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Earth with a fierce noise. The grandson of Cini then , 0 king ,

pierced Drona with many winged arrows. Indeed , striking him
on the right arm , Sātyaki, O bull of Bharata 's race , afflicted
him greatly ! Drona also , in that battle, o king , cut of

f

the

huge bow o
f Mādhava with a crescent - shaped arrow and smote

the latter ' s driver with a dart . 2 Struck with that dart , Yuyu
dhāna ' s driver swooned away and fo

r

a while lay motionless

o
n the terrace o
f

the ca
r
. Then , O monarch , Sātyaki , acting

a
s

his own driver , achieved a superhuman feat , inasmuch a
s

h
e

continued to fight with Drona and hold the reins himself . as

Then themighty car -warrior Yuyudhāna struck that Brāhmana
with a hundred arrows in that battle , and rejoiced exceedingly ,

O monarch , at the feat he achieved . " Then Drona , 0 Bhārata ,

sped a
t Sātyaki five arrows . Those fierce arrows , piercing

Sātyaki ' s armour , drank his blood in that battle . Thus pierc

e
d with those frightful arrows , Sātyaki became inflamed with

wrath . In return that hero shot many shafts at him o
f

the

golden car . 28 Then felling o
n the Earth with a single shaft

the driver o
f

Drona , he caused next , with his arrows , those
driverless steeds o

f

his antagonist to fl
y away . Thereupon

that car was dragged to a distance . Indeed , the bright chariot

o
f

Drona , O king , began to trace a thousand circles in the

field o
f

battle like a Sun in motion . 30 Then a
ll

the kings and

princes ( o
f

the Kaurava host ) made a loud uproar , exclaiming ,

- Run , Rush , Seize the steeds of Drona ! 81 _ Quickly abandon
ing Sātyaki in that battle , O monarch , al

l

those mighty car

warriors rushed to the place where Drona was . 34 Beholding
those car -warriors run away afflicted with the arrows o

f Sātyaki ,

thy troops once more broke and became exceedingly cheerless . 33

Meanwhile Drona , once more proceeding to the gate o
f

the

array , took u
p

his station there , borne away ( from Sātyaki ' s

presence ) by those steeds , fleet a
s the wind , that had been

afflicted with the shafts o
f

the Vrishni hero . 84 The valiant
son o

f Bharadwāja , beholding the array broken ( in his absence )

b
y

the Pāndavas and the Pānchālas , made n
o

endeavour to

follow the grandson o
f Cini , but employed himself in protect

in
g

h
is (broken ) array . Checking the Pāndavas and the Pān

ehālas then , the Drona fire , blazing u
p

in wrath , „stayed there ,
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consuming everything , like the Sun that rises at the end of
the Yuga .' " 36

SECTION CXVIII.

“ Sanjaya said ,—'Having vanquished Drona and other war
riors of thy army headed by the son of Hridikā , that foremost
of men , viz ., that bull amongst the Cinis , O foremost one of
the Kurus , laughing , said unto his charioteer,'— Our foes , O
Suta , had already been consumed by Keçava and Phālguna !
In vanquishing them (again ), we have only been the (ostensible )
means ! Already slain by that bull among men , viz., the son
of the celestial chief , we have but slain the slain ! _ Saying
these words unto h

is

charioteer , that bull amongst the Cinis ,

that foremost o
f

bowmen , that slayer o
f hostile heroes , that

mighty warrior , scattering with great force his arrows al
l

around in that dreadful battle , proceeded like a hawk in search

o
f

prey . The Kuru warriors , although they attacked him

from all sides , succeeded not in resisting that foremost o
f

car

warriors resembling the Sun himself of a thousand rays , that
foremost o

f

men , who , having pierced the Kaurava ranks , was
proceeding , borne b

y

those excellent steeds o
f his that were

white a
s the moon o
r
a conch . * Indeed , O Bhārata , none

amongst those that fought on thy side could resist Yuyudhāna

o
f

irresistible prowess , of might incapable o
f impairment , of

valour equal to that o
f

him o
f
a thousand eyes , and looking like

the autumnal Sun in the firmament . ' Then that foremost of

kings , viz . , Sudarcana , conversant with a
ll

modes o
f

warfare ,

clad in golden coat o
f mail , armed with bow and arrows , and

filled with rage , advanced against the rushing Sātyaki and
endeavoured to check his course . The encounter that took
place between them was fierce in the extreme . And both thy

warriors and the Somakas , O king , highly applauded th
e

e
n

counter between Vritra and Vāsava . ? Sudarçana endeavoured

to pierce that foremost one of the Sātwata ' s in that battle ,

with hundreds o
f

keen shafts . That bull among the Cinis
however , O king , cut o
ff a
ll

those shafts before they could

reach him . Similarly , Sudarçana , stationed o
n h
is

foremost o
f
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cars , cut o
ff , by means of his own excellent shafts , in two o
r

three fragments , all the shafts that sātyaki resembling Indra
himself sped a

t

him . ' Beholding his shafts baffled by the foroe

o
f Sātyaki ' s shafts , Sudarçana o
f

fierce energy , as if to con
sume (his foe ) , wrathfully shot some beautiful arrows winged

with gold . And once more he pierced his enemy with three
beautiful arrows resembling fire itself and equipt with wings o

f

gold , shot from h
is

bow -string drawn to the ear . These , pierc
ing through Satyaki ' s armour , penetrated into the latter ' s

body . " Similarly , that prince (viz . , Sudarçana ) , aiming four
other blazing arrows , smote therewith the four steeds of Sātya

ki that were white as silver in hue . Thus afflicted b
y

him ,

the grandson o
f Cini , endued with great activity and possessed

o
f prowess equal to that of Indra himself , speedily slew with

h
is

keen shafts the steeds o
f

Sudarçana and uttered a loud

roar . Then cutting o
ff with a broad -headed arrow endued

with the force o
f Cakra ' s thunder , the head of Sudarçana ' s

driver , that foremost one amongst the Cinis , with a razor - faced

arrow resembling the Yuga fire , cut of
f

from Sudarçana ' s trunk
his head graced with e

a
r
-rings , resembling the moon a
t full ,

and decked with a
n exceedingly radiant face , like the wielder

o
f

the thunder , o king , in days o
ld , forcibly cutting o
ff the

head o
f themighty Vala in battle ! 14 - 15 That high -souled bull

among the Yadus then , endued with great activity , having thus
slain that grandson o

f
a prince , became filled with delight and

shone resplendent , O monarch , like the chief of the celestials
himself . 16 Yuyudhāna then , that hero among men , proceeded
along the track b

y

which Arjuna had passed before him , check
ing ( as hewent ) b

y

means o
f clouds o
f shafts a
ll thy troops ,

and riding o
n that same car o
f

h
is , o king , unto which were

yoked those excellent steeds , and filling everybody with amaze
ment . ' ? A

ll

the foremost of warriors there , assembled together ,

applauded that foremost of amazing feats achieved b
y

him , for

h
e

consumed a
ll

foes that came within reach o
f

his arrows like

a conflagration consuming everything in it
s way . " " 18
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Section CXIX .

" Sanjaya said , — Then that bull of Vrishni's race , vi
z
. , th
e

high -souled Sātyaki of great intelligence , having slain Sudar
çana , once more addressed his driver , saying , ' _ Having ford

e
d through the almost unfordable ocean o
f

Drona ' s division
teeming with cars and steeds and elephants , whose waves a

re

constituted b
y

arrows and darts , fishes b
y

swords and scimitars ,

and alligators b
y

maces , which roars with the whiz o
f

shafts

and th
e

clash o
f diverse weapons , — an ocean that is fierce and

destructive o
f

life and resounds with the noise of diverse musi

cal instruments , whose touch is unpleasant and unbearable to

warriors desirous o
f victory , and whose margent is infested b
y

fierce cannibals represented b
y

the force o
f

Jalasandha , - - I think
the portion o

f

the array that remains may easily b
e

forded - like

a miserable stream o
f shallow water . Urge thou the . steeds ,

therefore , without fear 12 - 5 I think I am very near to Savya

sāchin ! Having vanquished in battle the invincible Drona

with his followers , and that foremost of warriors , viz . , the son

o
f

Hridikā , I think I cannot be distant from Dhananjaya . Fear
never comes tomy heart even if I behold countless foes before

me ! These to me are like a heap of straw and grass to a blaz
ing conflagration in the woods . Behold , the track b

y

which the

diadem -decked (Arjuna ) , that foremost one among the Pāndavas ,

hath gone , is rendered uneven with large bodies of foot soldiers
and steeds and car -warriors and elephants lying slain o

n the

ground ! Behold routed b
y

that high -souled warrior , the
Kaurava army is flying away ! Behold , O charioteer , & dark
brown dust is raised b

y

those retreating cars and elephants and

steeds ! I think I am very near to Arjuna o
f white steeds

having Krishna fo
r

h
is charioteer ! Hark , the well -known twang

o
f Gāndiva o
f

immeasurable energy is being heard ! " From

the character o
f

the omens that appear to my view , I am sure
that Arjuna will slay the ruler of the Sindhus before the Sun

sets . ' Without causing their strength to b
e spent , urge the

steeds slowly to where those hostile ranks are staying , that is ,
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to where yonder warriors headed by Duryodhana , their hands

cased in leathern fences , and yonder Kāmvojas of fierce deeds ,

clad in mail and difficult of defeat in battle , and those Yavanas
armed with bow and arrows and skilled in smiting,14 and yon

der Cakas and Kirātas and Daradas and Barbaras and Tāmra
liptakas , and other countless Alecchas armed with diverse wea
pons , are ,'s — to the spot ( I repeat)where , indeed , yonder warriors
headed by Duryodhana , their hands cased in leathern fences,
are waiting with their faces turned towards me and inspired with
the resolution ofbattling with me !18 Regard me to have already

passed through this fierce fastness, 0 Suta , having slain in
battle all these combatants with cars and elephants and steeds

and foot -soldiers that are amongst them ! ? —
“ "The charioteer , thus addressed , said , - 0 thou of Vrishni 's

race , fear I have none, O thou of prowes that cannot be baffled !
If thou hast before thee Jamadagni's son himself in wrath ,18
or Drona , that foremost of car-warriors , or Kripa , or the ruler
of the Madras himself , even then fear doth not enter my heart ,

O thou of mighty arms , as long as I am under the shadow of

thy protection ! 9 0 slayer of foes , countless Kām vojas, clad

in mail, of fierce deeds , and difficult of defeat in battle , have
already been vanquished by thee ,20 as alsomany Yavanas armed
with bow and arrows and accomplished in smiting , including
Cakas and Kirātas and Daradas and Barbaras and Tāmralipta

kas, and many other Mlecchas armed with various weapons.
Never before did I experience fear in any battle !* Why shall
I, therefore , O thou of great courage, experience any fear in
this miserable fray ?* O thou that art blessed with length of
days , by which way shall I take thee to where Dhananjaya is 23
:With whom hast thou been angry , O thou of Vrishni's race ?
Who are they fo

r

whom Death waits ? Who are they that
desire to repair today to the abode o

f

Yama ? 24 Who are they

that will fl
y away from battle , beholding thee endued with such

prowess , resembling the Destroyer himself as he appears at the
end o

f

the tuga , and putting forth that prowess o
f

thine

* Literally rendered , the expression is , " in this battle that is like
the vestige o

f
a cow ' s hoof ? ” — T .
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(against thy foes ) ? O thou of mighty arms, who are they of
whom king Vaivagwāt is thinking today ?25 —

“ Sātyaki said, - Like Vāsava destroying the Dänavas , I
shall slay these warriors with shaved heads. By slaying these
Kāmvojas I will fulfil my vow ! Bear me thither 1

3
6

Causing a

great carnage amongst these , I shall today repair to the dear son

o
f

Pāndu ! The Kauravas with Suyodhana a
t

their head will today

behold my prowess , ? when this division o
f Mlecchas , of shaved

heads ,will have been exterminated and the whole Kaurava army
put to the greatest distress ! Hearing the loud wails o

f

the

Kauráva host today while mangled and broken b
y

me in battle ,

Suyodhana will be inspired with grief ! Today I shall show unto
my preceptor , the high -souled Pāndava ofwhite steeds , the skill

in weapons acquired b
y

me from h
im ! Beholding today thou

sands of foremost warriors slain with my arrows , king Duryo

dhana will be plunged into great grief ! The Kauravas will
today behold the bow in my hands to resemble a circle o

f

fire

when , light -handed as I am , I will stretch the bowstring for
shooting my host of shafts . Beholding the incessant slaughter

o
f his troops today , their bodies covered with blood and pierced

a
ll

over with my shafts , Suyodhana will b
e filled with grief !

While I shall slay in wrath the foremost of Kuru warriors , 28 - 58
Suyodhanz will today behold the world to contain two Arjunas !

Beholding thousands o
f kings slain b
y

me in battle , king
Duryodhana will be filled with grief in today ' s great battle !

Slaying thousands o
f kings today Iwill show my love and devo

tion to those high -souled ones , viz . , the royal sons of Pāndu !

The Kauravas will know today the measure o
f my might and

energy , and my gratefulness ( to the Pāndavas ) ! ? 34 - 36

“ Sanjaya continued , — Thus addressed , the charioteer urged

to their utmost speed those well -trained coursers o
f delightful

pace and the hue o
f the moon . Those excellent animals ,

endued with the speed o
f

the wind o
r thought , proceeded ,

devvuring the very skies , and bore Yuyudhāna to the spot

where those Yavanas were . 88 Thereupon the Yavanas ,many in

number and endued with lightness o
f

hands , approaching the
unretreating Sātyaki , covered him with showers o

f arrows . '

The rushing Säbyaki , however , O king , cut off , by means of his
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own straight arrows , al
l

those shafts and weapons o
f

th
e

Yava
nas . None of those shafts and weapons , therefore , could reach
him . 40 Inflamed with wrath , Yuyudhāna then , with his
straight shafts o

f
great sharpness winged with gold and vul

turine feathers , cut of
f

the heads and arms of those Yavanas . * 2

Many of those arrows , again , piercing through their coats o
f

mailmade of iron and brass , entered the Earth . 42 Struck b
y

the brave Sātyaki in that battle , the Mlecchas began to fall

down on the Earth in hundreds , deprived of life , 43 With his
arrows shot in continuous lines from his bow drawn to it

s

fullesta

stretch , that hero began to slay five , six , seven , or eight Yava
nas a

t
a time . * * Thousands of Kāmvojas , and Cakas , and Bar

baras , were similarly slain b
y Sātyaki . 4 Indeed , the grandson

o
f Cini , causing a great carnage among thy troops , made the

Earth impassable and miry with flesh and blood . 46 The field

o
f

battle was strewn with the head -gears o
f

those robbers and

their shaved heads too that looked , in consequence of their long
beards , like featherless birds . 47 Indeed , the field o

f battle

covered with headless trunks dyed a
ll

over with blood , looked
beautiful like the welkin covered with coppery clouds . " Slain

b
y

Sātwata b
y

means o
f

his straight shafts whose touch resem

bled that of Indra ' s thunder , the Yavanas covered the surface

o
f

the Earth . 49 The small remnant o
f

those mail -clad troops ,

vanquished in battle , O king , b
y

Sātwata , becoming cheerless ,

their lives on the point o
f being taken , brokes , and urging their

steeds with goads and whips to their utmost speed , fled from fear

in a
ll

directions . Routing the invincible Kāmvoja host in

battle , O Bhārata , as also that host of the Yavanas and that
large force o

f

the Cakas , " that tiger among men who had pene

trated into thy army , viz . , Sātyaki , of prowess incapable o
f

being baffled , crowned with victory , urged his charioteer , saying ,

- Proceed 1
5
8
_ Beholding that feat of his in battle , never before

achieved b
y any one else , the Chāranas and the Gandharvas

applauded him highly . 54 Indeed , o king , the Chāranas , as

also thy warriors , beholding Yuyudhāna thus proceed fo
r

aiding

Arjuna , became filled with delight ( athis heroism ) . ' ” ss
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SECTION CXX .

" Sanjaya said , - Having vanquished the Yavanas and the
Kāmvojas , that foremost of ca

r
-warriors , viz . , Yuyudhāna , pro

ceeded towards Arjuna , right through the midst of thy troops . ?

Like a hunter slaying deer , that tiger among men , (viz . , Satya

ki ) , endued with beautiful teeth , clad in excellent armour , and
owning a beautiful standard , slew the Kaurava troops and
inspired them with fear . Proceeding o

n h
is

car , he shook h
is

bow with great force , that bow the back o
f whose staff was

decked with gold , whose toughness was great , and which was
adorned with many golden moons . His arms decked with
golden Angadas , hi

s

head -gear adorned with gold , hi
s

body

clad in golden mail , his standard and b
o
w

also embellished with

gold , that hero shone like the summit o
f Meru . * Himself

shedding such effulgence , and bearing that circular bow in his

hand , he looked like a second Sun in autumn . That bull
among men , possessing the shoulders and tread and eyes of

a bull , looked in the midst o
f thy troops , like a bull in a

cowpen . Thy warriors approached him from desire o
f slaughter

like tigers approaching the leader , with rent temples , of an

elephantine herd standing proudly in the midst o
f

his herd ,

resembling a
s

h
e

d
id , and possessed a
s h
e was o
f the tread

o
f
a
n infuriate elephant . Indeed , after he had passed through

Drona ' s division , and the unfordable division o
f the Bhojas , ? -

after h
e

had forded through the se
a

o
f

Jalasandha ' s troops

a
s also the host o
f

the Kāmvojas , after he had escaped the
alligator constituted b

y

Hridikā ' s son , after h
e

had traversed

those ocean -like hosts , ' many car -warriors o
f thy army , ex

cited with wrath , surrounded Sātyaki . And Duryodhana and
Chitrasena and Duscāsana and Vivingçati , 2º and Cakuni and
Dussaha , and the youthful Durdharshana , and Kratha , and
many other brave warriors well conversant with weapons

and difficult o
f

defeat , " wrathfully followed Sātyaki from be
hind as he proceeded onwards . Then , O sire , loud was the
uproar that arose among thy troops , " resembling that of the



BADAA PARDA .) 353DRONA PARVA .

0271n itself at full tide when lashed into fury by the tempest ,
Beholding all those warriors rushing at him , that bull among

th
e

Cinis ' s smilingly addressed his charisteer , saying - Proceed
slowly . This Dhārtarāshtra force , sweliing (with rage and
pride ) , ' * and teeming with elephants and steeds and cars and
foot -soldiers , that is rushing with speed towardsme , filling the

te
n

points o
f

the compass with the deep roar o
f

it
s

cars , 0

charioteer , ' s and causing the Earth , the welkin , and the very
seas , to tremble therewith , — this sea of troops , O driver , Iwill
resist in great battle , " like the continent resisting the ocean
swelling to it

s

utmost height a
t

full moon ! Behold , O ) chariot

e
e
r ,my prowess which is equal to that of Indra himself in great

battle ! 7 I will consume this hostile force b
y

means o
f my

whetted arrows ! Behold those foot -soldiers and horsemen and
car -warriors and elephants slain by me ' s in thousands , their
bodies pierced with my fiery arrows ! - While saying these words

(unto his charioteer ) , those combatants , from desire o
f battle ,

speedily came before Sātyaki of immeasurable prowess . They

marle a loud noise , saying , as they came , - - Slay , Rush ,Wait , See ,

See : 18 - 20 _ O
f

those brave warriors that said these words , Sātya

ki , b
y

means of his sharp arrows , slew three hundred horsemen
and four hundred elephants . The passage a

t arms between
those united bowmen ( on the one side ) and Sātyaki ( on the

other ) was exceedingly fierce , resembling that between the gods
and the Asuras ( in days of ol

d
) . An awful carnage set in . 22

The grandson o
fCini received with his shafts resembling snakes

o
f virulent poison that force , O sire , o
f thy son which looked

like a mass o
f

clouds . 3 Shrouding every side , in that battle ,

with his arrowy downpours , that valiant hero , O monarch ,

fearlessly slew a large number o
f thy troops . 24 Exceedingly

wonderful , O king , was the sight that I witnessed there , viz . ,

that not one arrow even , O lord , o
f Sātyaki failed o
f

effect ! 25

That sea o
f troops , abounding with cars and elephants and

steeds , and full of waves constituted b
y

foot -soldiers , stood still

a
s soon a
s it came in contact with the Sātyaki continent . 26

That host consisting o
f panic -struck combatants and elephants

and steeds , slaughtered o
n all sides b
y

Sātyaki with his shafts ,

repeatedly turned round , a ? and wandered hither and thither like
45
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a herd of kine afflicted with the chilling blasts of winter . We
Siw not the foot-soldier or car-warrior or elephant or horseman
or steed that wa3 not struck with Yuyudhāna 's arrows . Not
even Phālguna , O king , had caused such a carnage there * ***
as Sātyaki, O monarch , then caused among those troops ! That
bull among men , v

iz . , the dauntless grandson o
f Cini , endued

with great lightness o
f

hand and displaying the utmost skill ,

fighteth , surpassing Arjung himself . Then king Duryodhana
pierced the charioteer o

f
Sātwata with three keen shafts and

his four steeds with four shafts . And h
e pierced Sātyaki him

self with three arrows and once again with eight . 50 - 32 And

Duscāsına pierced that bull among the Cinis with sixteen
arrows . And Cakuni pierced him with five and twentỳ arrows ,

and Chitrasena with five . 83 And Dussaha pierced Sātyaki in the
chest with five and ten arrows . That tiger amongst the Vrishnis
then , thus struck with their arrows , proudly s4 pierced every

one o
f

them , O monarch , with three arrows . Deeply piercing

a
ll

h
is

foes with shafts endued with great energy , as the grand
son o

f Cini , possessed of great activity and prowess , careered

o
n the field with the activity o
f
a hawk . Cutting o
ff

the bow

o
f

Suvala ' s son as also the leathern fence that cased his hand , * *
Yuyudhāna pierced Duryodhana in the centre o

f

the chest

with three shafts . And h
e pierced Chitrasena with a hundred

arrows , and Dussaha with ten . 37 And thatbull of Cini ' s race
then pierced Duscāsana with twenty arrows . Thy brother - in

law (Cakuni ) then , O king , taking u
p

another bow , * 8 pierced
Sātyaki with eight arrows and once more with five . And
Duscāsana pierced him with ten arrows , and Dussaha pierced

him with three . 3 ' And Durmuka , o king , pierced Sātyaki
with a dozen shafts . And Duryodhana , O Bhārata , having
pierced Mādhava with three and seventy arrows , 40 then pierced
his charioteer with three keen shafts . Then Satyaki pierced
each o

f

those brave and mighty ca
r
-warriors vigorously co
n

tending in battle together , with five shafts in return . Then
that foremost o
f

car -warriors , ( vi
z
. , Yuyudhāna ) , speedily

struck thy son ' s charioteer with a broad -headed shaft , where
upon the latter , deprived of life , fell down o
n the Earth . Upon
the fa ! l of the charioteer , O lord , thy son ' s cart1 - 18 was taken
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away from the battle by the steeds yoked thereto , with the
speed of the wind. Then thy sons , O king , and the other war

riors, O monarch ,44 setting their eyes on the king 's car, fled away
in hundreds . Beholding that host fly away , O Bhārata , Sātya
kits covered it with showers o

f

keen shafts whetted o
n stone

and equipt with wings o
f gold . Routing all thy combatants

counting b
y

thousands , 4 * Sātyaki , o king , proceeded towards
the car o

f Arjuna . Indeed , thy troops worshipped Yuyudhāna ,

beholding h
im shooting arrows and protecting his charioteer

and himself as he fought in that battle . ' " 47

SECTION CXXI .

“ Dhritarăshtra said , “ Beholding the grandson o
f Cini pro

ceeding towards Arjuna , grinding a
s h
ewent that large force ,

what , indeed , O Sanjaya , did those shameless sons of mine

d
o
? When Yuyudhāna who is equal to Savyasāchin himself

was before them , how , indeed , could those wretches , that were

o
n the point o
f

death , set their hearts upon battle ? What

also did all those Kshatriyas , vanquished in battle , then d
o
?

How , indeed , could Sātyaki of world -wide renown pass through
them in battle ? How also , O Sanjaya , when my sons were
alive , could the grandson of Cini go to battle ? Tell me al

l

this ! * This is exceedingly wonderful , Osire , that I have
heard from thee , viz . , this encounter between one and the
many , the latter , again , being a

ll mighty car -warriors ! 5 0

Sutu , I think Destiny is now unpropitious to my sons , since

so many mighty ca
r
-warriors have been slain b
y

that one war

rior of the Sātwata race ! Alas , O Sanjaya ,my army is no

match for even one warrior , vi
z
. , Yuyudhāna , inflamed with

wrath ! Let a
ll

the Pānd :ivas hang u
p

these weapons ! * ? Van
quishing in battle Drona himself who is skilled in weapons and

conversant with a
ll

modes o
f

warfare , Sātyaki will slaymy sons
like a lion slaying smaller animals 78 Numerous heroes , of

whom Kritavarman is th
e

first , contending vigorously in battle ,

could not slay Yuyudhāna ! The latter , without doubt , will

* Literally , “ Let al
l

the Pandavas remain inactive ! " - - T .
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slay my sons !' Phālguna himself fought not in the manner in
which the renowned grandson of Cini has fought !'10
" Sanjaya said , - -All this, O king , has been brought about by

thy evil counsels and the acts of Duryodhana ! Listen atten
tivey to what, О Bhārata , I say unto thee !" At the command
of thy son , the Samsuptakas , rallying , all resolved upon fight
ing fiercely ." Three thousand bowmen headed by Duryo

dhana , with a number of Cakas and Kāmvojas and Vahlikas
and Yavanas and Păradas , is and Kalingas and Tanganas and
Amvashthas and Piçāchas and Barbaras and mountainers , o
monarch , inflamed with rage and armed with stones ,"* al

l

rush

e
d against the grandson o
f Cini like insects against & blazing

fire . Five hundred other warriors , 0 king , similarly rushed
against Sātyaki . * 15 And another mighty body consisting o

f
a

thousand cars , a hundred great car -warriors , a thousand ele
phants , two thousand horse , and countless foot -soldiers , also
rushed against the grandson o

f Cini . + 16 - 17 Duscāsana , O

Bhārata , urging a
ll

those warriors , saying , – Slay him , - sur
rounded Satyaki therewith . 18 Grand and wonderful was the
conduct that w

e

then beheld o
f

Cini ' s grandsun , inasmuch a
s

alone h
e fought fearlessly with those innumerable foes . ' And

h
e

slew that entire body o
f

cars and that elephant force , and all
those horsemen and that entire body o

f robbers . 20 Like the
autumnal firmament bespangled with stars , the field o

f

battle

there became strewn with car -wheels broken and crushed by

means of his mighty weapons , with innumerable Akshas and

beautiful car - shafts reduced to fragments , with crushed ele
phants and fallen standards , with coats o

f mail and shields

scattered all about , with garlands and ornaments and robes and
Anukarshas , O sire ! 21 - 23 Many foremost o

f elephants , huge a
s

hills , and born th
e

race o
f Anjana or Vāmana , O Bhārata , or

o
f Supratika o
r Mahāpadmaka o
r Airāvata , or in other races ,

many foremost o
f

tuskers , O king , lay there o
n the ground ,

* The Bonubay text has a different reading . - T .

+ The Bengal reading luruntupu is vicious . The Bombay text reada
Pattaya8 . - T .
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deprived of life ! And Sātyaki slew , O monarch , many fore
most of steeds of the Vanāyu , th

e

mountain , the Kāmvoja
and the Vālhika breeds . And the grandson o

f Cini also slew
foot -soldiers there , in hundreds and thousands , born in various

realms and belonging to various nations . Whilst those soldiers
were being thus slaughtered , Duscāsana , addressing the robbers
said , 34 - 38 — Ye warriors unacquainted with morality , fight !

Why d
o

you retreat ? - Beholding them run away without pay
ing any heed to his words , thy son Duscāsana 2

9 urged o
n the

brave mountaineers skilled in fighting with stones , saying ,

Y
e

are accomplished in battling with stones ! Sātyaki is igno

rant o
f this mode o
f

warfare ! 80 Slay y
e , therefore , that

warrior who though desirous o
f

battle is ignorant of your mode

o
f fight ! The Kauravas also are all unacquainted with this mode

o
f

battle . ' Rush y
e
a
t Sātyaki ! D
o

not fear ! Sātyaki will
not b

e

able to approach you ! — Thus urged , those Kshatriyas
dwelling o

n the mountains , al
l

acquainted with the method o
f

fighting with stones , * * rushed towards the grandson o
f Cini

like ministers towards a king . Those denizens of themountains

then , with stones huge as elephants ' heads , 88 uplifted in their

hands , stood before Yuyudhāna in that battle . Others , urged

b
y

thy so
n , and desirous o
f slaying Sātwata , encompassed the

latter o
n all sides , armed with missiles . Then Satyaki , aiming

a
t

those warriors rushing a
t

him from desire o
f fighting with

stones , sped a
t

them showers o
f

keen shafts . That bull amongst

the Cinis , with those shafts looking like snakes , cut into frag

ments that dense shower of stones thrown b
y

themountaineers .

The fragments o
f

those stones , looking like a swarm o
f

blazing

fire -flies , 34 - 37 slew many combatants there , whereupon , O sire ,

cries o
f
o
h and alus arose o
n

th
e

field . Then , again , five hun .

dred brave warriors , with huge stones uplifted in their hands , 58

fell down , O king , on the ground , their arms cut of
f
. And once

mre a full thousand , and again a hundred thousand , amongst
others , s ' fell down without being able to approach Sātyaki , their
arms with stones still in grasp cut of

f by him . Indeed . Sātyaki
slew many thousands o

f

those warriors fighting with stones .

All this seemed exceedingly wonderful . Then many o
f

them ,

returning to the fight , hurled at Sātyaki showers of stones . 40 - 41 .



358 (JAYADRATIS .MAHABHARATA ,

And armed with swords and lancesmany Daradas and Tanganas

and Khaças and Lampakas and Pulindas , hurled their weapons
at him . Sātyaki , however well conversant with the application

of weapons, cut of
f

those stones and weapons b
y

means o
f

his

shafts . Those stones while being pierced , broken in the wel
kin b

y Sātyaki ' s whetted shafts , 4a - 48 produced a fierce noise ,

a
t

which many ca
r
-warriors and steeds and elephants fled away

from battle . And struck with the fragments o
f

those stones ,

men and elephants and steeds , 44 became incapable o
f stayirg

in battle , fo
r

they felt a
s

if they were bit b
y

wasps . The
small remnant o

f

the elephants (that had attacked Sātyaki ) ,

covered with blood , their heads and frontal globes split open ,

then fled away from Yuyudhāna ' s car . Then there arose among
thy troops , O sire , while they were being thus grinded b

y

Mādhava , a noise like that o
f

the ocean a
t

full tide . Hearing

that great uproar , Drona , addressing h
is

charioteer , said , 45 – 47 O

Suta , that great ca
r
-warrior of the Sātwata race , excited with

wrath , is tearing our army into diverse fragments , and careering

in battle like the Destroyer himself : 48 Take thou the car to

that spot whence this furious nproar is being heard ! Without
doubt , Yuyudhāna is engaged with the mountaineers who
battle with stones ! 49 Our car -warriors are seen also to be borne
away b

y

their wildly running steeds ! Many amongst them ,
weaponless and armcurless and wounded , ar

e

falling down so

The charioteers are unable to check their steeds a
s

these are

rushing wildly ! - Hearing these words o
f Bharadwāja ' s so
n ,

the charioteer said unto Drona , that foremost o
f

a
ll

wielders

o
f weapons - - 0 thou blest with length o
f days , the Kaurava

troops are flying away : 52 Behold , our warriors , routed (by

the fo
e
) , are flying in a
ll

directions ! There again , those heroes ,

viz . , the Pānchālas and the Pāndavas , united together , " s are
rushing from a

ll

sides from desire o
f slaughtering thee ! O

chastiser o
f

foes , do thou determine which o
f

these tasks

should first demand attention ! 5 * Should we stay here ( tomeet
the advancing Pāndavas , or should w

e

proceed (towards Sātya

ki ) ? As regards Satyaki , he is now fa
r

ahead o
f

u
s : — While

the charioteer , O sire , was speaking thus unto Bharadwāja ' s

son , the grandson o
f Cini suddenly appeared to the view ,
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engaged in slaughtering a large number of car-warriors . Those
troops of thine, while being thus slaughtered by Yuyudhāna in
battle,s6 fed away from Yuyudhāna 's ca

r

towards where Drona ' s

division was . Those (other ) car -warriors also with whom Dus
çāsana had proceeded , all struck with panic , similarly rushed

to the spot where Drona ' s car was seen . ' " 57 •957

r was so

SECTION CXXII .

" Sanjaya said , Beholding Duscāsana ' s car staying near his ,

the son o
f Bharadwāja , addressing Duscāsana , said these

words , ' — Why , O Duscāsana , are all these cars flying away !

Is the king well ? Doth the ruler o
f

the Sindhus yet live ?

Thou art a prince ! Thou art a brother o
f

the king ! Thou art

a mighty ca
r
-warrior ! Why dost thou fl
y away from battle !

(Securing the throne to thy brother ) become thou the Prince
Regent ! Thou hadst formerly said unto Draupadi , - [ Thou

a
rt our slave , having been won b
y

u
s
a
t

dice ! Without being

confined to thy husbands , cast aside thy chastity ! B
e

thou

a bearer o
f

robes to the king my eldest brother ! * Thy hus

bands are all dead ! They are as worthless a
s grains o
f

sesa

mum without kernel ! } - Having said these words then , why , O

Duscāsana , dost thou fl
y

from battle now ? S Having thyself

provoked such fierce hostilities with the Pānchālas and the

Pāndavas , why a
rt

thou afeard in battle in th
e

presence o
f

Sātyaki alone ? Taking u
p

the dice o
n

th
e

occasion o
f

the

gambling match , couldst thou not divine that those dice then
handled b

y

thee would soon transform themselves into fierce

shafts resembling snakes o
f

virulent poison ? ? It was thou that

hadst formerly applied diverse abusive epithets towards the

Pāndavas ! The woes o
f Draupadi have thee fo
r

their root !

Where now is that pride , that insolence , that brag of thine ?

Why dost thou fl
y , having angered the Pāndavas that resemble

snakes o
f virulent poison ? When thou , that art a brave brother

o
f Suyodhana , are intent o
n flight , without doubt , both king

Suyodhana and this Bharata army a
re

to b
e pitied ! ! Without

doubt , o hero , thou shouldst today protect , relying o
n the energy

o
f thy own arms , this routed and panic -struck Kaurava host ! "
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Without doing this , thou , however , forsakest the battle in fear
and enhancest the joy of thy foes ! O slayer of foes , when thou
that art the leader of thy host fliest away thus,' who else will
stay in battle ? When thou , its refuge , art frightened , who is

there that will not be frightened , ? Fighting with that single
warrior o

f

the Sātwata race , " thy heart is inclined towards
fight from battle ! What , however , O Kaurava , wilt thou d

o

when thou wilt se
e

the wielder o
f

Gāndiva in battle , or

Bhimasena , or the twins (Nakula and Sahadeva ) ? The shafts

o
f Sātyaki , frightened b
y

which thou seekest safety in flight ,

are scarcely equal to those o
f Phālguna in battle that resemble

the Sun or th
e

fire in splendour ? If thy heart is firmly bent

o
n fight , 14 - 16 let the sovereignty o
f the Earth then , upon the

conclusion o
f

peace , be given to king Yudhishthira the just !

Before the shafts o
f Phālguna , resembling snakes freed from

their sloughs , ' " enter thy body , make ' peace with the Pān
davas ! Before the high -souled Pārthas , slaying thy hundred
brothers in battle , wrest the Earth b

y

force , make peace

with the Pāndavas ! Before king Yudihishthira is enraged , 18 - 19
and Krishna also , that delighter in battle , make peace with
the Pāndavas ! Before the mighty -armed Bhima , penetrating
into this vast host , 2° seizes thy brothers , make peace with
the Pāndavas ! Bhishma formerly told thy brother Suyo

dhana , — [The Pandavas are unconquerable in battle ! 0

amiable one , make peace with them ! ] - Thy wicked brother
Suyodhana ,however , did not d

o it . " Therefore , setting thy

heart firmly o
n battle , fight vigorously with the Pāndavas !

Go quickly o
n thy car to the spot where Satyaki is . " Without

thee , O Bhārata , this host will fl
y

away ! For the sake o
f thy

own self , fight in battle with Sātyaki o
f prowess incapable o
f

being baffled ! 24 — Thus addressed ( b
y

Drona ) , thy son said not

a word in reply . Feigning not to have heard the words o
f

Bharadwāja ’ s son ) , Duscāsana proceeded to th
e

place where
Sātyaki was . 25 Accompanied b

y
a large force o
f unretrating

Mlecchas , and coming upon Sātyaki in battle , Duscāsana fought
vigorously with that hero . 2• Drona also , that foremost o

f car

warriors , excited with wrath , rushed against the Panchālas

and the Pāndavas , with middling speed . Penetrating into
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the midst of the Pānda va host in that battle , Drona began to
crush their warriors by hundreds and thousands. ' And Drona ,
O king , proclaiming his name in that battle , caused a great

carnage among the Pandavas , the Pānchālas , and the Matsyas.a9
Then the illustrious Viraketu , the son of the ruler of the
Pānchālas , rushed against the son of Bharadwāja who was
thus engaged in vanquishing the Pandava ranks. Piercing

Drona with five straight shafts, that prince then pierced Drona 's
standard with one shaft, and then h

is

charioteer with seven . "

The sight that I then beheld , O monarch , in that battle , was
exceedingly wonderful , inasmuch a

s Drona , though exerting

himself vigorously , could not approach the prince o
f the Pān .

chālas . Then , O sire , the Pānchālas , beholding Drona check

e
d in battle , surrounded the latter o
n a
ll

sides , 0 king , from
desire o

f king Yudhishthira ' s victory 33 And those warriors
then covered Drona alone with showers o

f fiery shafts and

strong lances and various other kinds of weapons , 0 king 1
3
4

Bafiling then that dense shower o
f weapons by means o
f

h
is

own numerous shafts like the wind driving away from the wel

kin masses o
f

clouds , Drona looked exceedingly resplendent . 35

Then that slayer o
f

hostile heroes , ( viz . , the son of Bharad wāja ) ,

aimed a fierce shaft endued with the effulgence o
f

the Sun o
r

the

fire , at the car of Viraketu . 36 That shaft , O monarch , piercing

through the prince o
f

Pānchāla , quickly entered the Earth ,

bathed in blood and blazing like a flame of fire . Then the
prince o

f

the Pānchālas quickly fe
ll

down from his ca
r

like a

Champaka tree uprooted b
y

the wind falling down from a

mountain summit . 88 Upon the fall of that great bowman , that
prince endued with greatmight , the Pānchālas speedily encom
passed Drona o

n every side . Then Chitraketu , and Sudhan
wan , and Chitravarman , O Bhārata , and Chitraratha also , al

l

afflicted with grief on account of their ( slain ) brother , 40 together
rushed against the son o

f Bharadwāja , desirous o
f battling with

h
im , and shooting shafts ( at him ) like th
e

clouds (pouring rain )

a
t the end o
f

summer . 4 Struck from a
ll

sides b
y

those mighty

car -warriors o
f royal lineage , that bull among Brāhmanas mus

tered a
ll

his energy and wrath fo
r

their destruction . 42 Then Drona
shot showers o

f

shafts a
t

them . Struck with those shafts o
f

4
6
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Drona shot from his bow drawn to it
s

fullest stretch , " those
princes , O best of monarchs , became confounded and knew not
what to do . The angry Drona , O Bhārata , beholding those
princes stupified , smilingly deprived them o

f their steeds a
n
d

charioteers and cars in that battle . Then the illustrious so
n

o
f

Bharadwāja , by means of his sharp arrows and broad -headed
shafts , 44 – 45 cut of

f
their heads like a person plucking flowers from

a tree . Deprived of life , those princes there , O king o
f great

splendour , fell down from their cars , on the Earth , 46 like th
e

(slain ) Daiteyas and Dänavas in the battle between the gods

and the Asuras in days of o
ld . Having slain them in battle , O

king , the valiant son of Bharadwāja4 ? shook his invincible bow
the back o

f

whose staff was decked with gold . Beholding those
mighty ca

r
-warriors , resembling the very celestials , among th
e

Pānchālas slain , 48 Dhishtadyumna , inflamed with rage , shed tears

in that battle . Excited with wrath , he rushed , in that encounter ,

against Drona ' s car . 49 Then , o king , cries o
f

woe suddenly

arose there a
t sight of Drona covered with arrows b
y

th
e

prince

o
f

Pānchāla . 50 Completely shrouded b
y

the high -souled son of

Prishata , Drona , however , suffered n
o pain . On the other

hand , he continued to fight , smiling the while . 5 : The prince

o
f

the Pānchālas then , furious with rage , struck Drona in the
chest with many straight shafts . " * Deeply pierced b

y

that

mighty warrior , the illustrious son o
f Bharadwāja sat down

o
n the terrace o
f his ca
r

and went into a swoon . " Beholding

him in that condition , Dhrishtadyumna endued with great
prowess and energy , laid aside h

is

bow and quickly took u
p
a

sword . 54 Thatmighty car -warrior then , speedily jumping down

from his own ca
r
, mounted that of Bhāradwāja ,Osire , in n
o

time , 55 hi
s

eyes re
d

in wrath and impelled b
y

the desire o
f

cutting Drona ' s head from o
ff his trunk . Meanwhile , the vali

ant Drona , regaining his senses , 56 took u
p

his bow and seeing

Dhrishtadyumna arrived so near him from desire o
f slaughter ,

began to pierce that mighty car -warrior with shafts measuring

a span only in length and , therefore , fit to b
e used in close

fight . Those arrows of the measure o
f
a span and fi
t
to b
e

used

in close fight , 57 - 58 were known to Drona , 0 king ! And with

them h
e

succeeded in weakening Dhrishtadyumna . The mighty
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Dhrishtadyumna , struck with a large number of those arrows,59
quickly jumped down from Drona 's ca

r
. Then that hero o
f

great prowess , hi
s

impetuosity baffled , mounted upon his own

ca
r

and once more took u
p

his large bow . And the mighty

ca
r
-warrior Dhrishtadyumna once more began to pierce Drona

in that battle . And Drona also , O monarch , began to pierce the

so
n

o
f Prishata with his arrows . 61 Thereupon the battle that

took place between Drona and the prince of the Pānchālas was

wonderful in the extreme , like that between Indra and Prahlāda
both desirous o

f

the sovereignty o
f the three worlds . 62 Both

conversant with the ways of battle , they careered over the field ,

displaying diverse motions o
f

their cars and mangling each other

with their shafts . And Drona and Prishata ' s so
n , stupifying

th
e

minds o
f

the warriors , shot showers of shafts like two
mighty clouds (pouring torrents o

f rain ) in the rainy season . 64

And those illustrious warriors shrouded with their shafts the

welkin , the points o
f the compass , and the Earth . And a
ll

creatures , viz . , the Kshatriyas , O king , and al
l

the other com
batants there , highly applauded that battle between them .

And the Pānchālas , O king , loudly exclaimed , - Withont doubt ,

Drona , having encountered Dhishtadyumna in battle , will
succumb to u

s
! — Then Drona , in that battle , quickly cut o
ff

the head o
f Dhristadyumna ' s charioteer like a person plucking

a ripe fruit from a tree . Then the steeds , O king , of the high

souled Dhrishtadyumna ran away . 65 - 38 And after those steeds
had carried away Dhrishtadyumna from the field , Drona , endued
with great prowes , began to rout the Pānchālas and the Srin
jayas in that battle . 69 Having vanquished the Pāndus and the
Pānchālas , Bharadwāja ' s son o

f great prowess , that chastiser

o
f

foes , once more took u
p

his station in the midst o
f

his own

array . And the Pāndavas , o lord , ventured not to vanquish
him in battle . ' " 70

SECTION CXXIII .

“ Sanjaya said , - Meanwhile , 0 king , Duscāsana rushed
against the grandson o

f Cini , scattering thousands of shafts
like a mighty cloud pouring torrents o

f

rain . Having pierced
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Sātyakiwith sixty arrows and once more with sixteen , he
failed to make that hero tremble , fo

r

the latter stood in battle

immovable a
s

the Maināka mountain . ” Accompanied b
y
a large

throng o
f

cars hailing from diverse realms , that foremost one

o
f

Bharata ' s race shot numberless arrows , ' and filled a
ll

the
points o

f

the compass with roars deep a
s

those o
f

the clouds .

Beholding the Kaurava coming to battle , Satyaki * of mighty
arms rushed towards him and shrouded him with his shafts .

They that were at the van o
f Duscāsana , thus covered with

those arrowy showers , al
l

fl
e
d

away in fear , in the very sight

o
f thy son . After they had fled away , O monarch , thy son Dusça

sana , O king , remained fearlessly in battle and began to aflict
Sātyaki with arrows . And piercing the four steeds of Satyaki

with a hundred in that battle , Duscāsana uttered a loud roar .

Then , O monarch , Mādhava , inflamed with rage , soon made
Duscāsana ' s car and driver and standard and Duscāsana himself
invisible b

y

means o
f his straight arrows . Indeed , Satyaki

entirely shrouded the brave Duscāsana with arrows . a - 3 Like &

spider entangling a gnat within reach b
y

means o
f

it
s

threads ,
that vanquisher o

f

foes quickly covered Duscāsana with h
is

shafts . ' ' Then king Duryodhana , seeing Duscāsana thus covered
with arrows , urged a body o

f Trigartas towards the car of

Yuyudhāna . " Those Trigarta car -warriors , of fierce deeds ,

accomplished in battle , and numbering three thousand , pro
ceeded towards Yuyudhāna . ' Firmly resolved upon battle
and swearing not to retreat , al

l

o
f

them encompassed Yuyu

dhāna with a large throng o
f

cars . Soon , however , Yuyu
dhāna struck down five hundred o

f

their foremost warriors

stationed in th
e

van o
f that force a
s it advanced towards

him in battle , shooting showers of arrows at him . ' * Speedily
slain b

y

that foremost one amongst the Cinis with his shafts ,

these fe
ll

down like tall trees from mountain -tops , uprooted

b
y
a tempest . ' And the field o
f battle , strewn with mangled

elephants , O monarch , and fallen standards , and the prostrate
bodies o
f

steeds decked in trappings o
f gold and torn a
n
d

lascerated with the shafts o
f Cini ' s grandson and welter

ing in blood , looked beautiful , 0 king ; like a plain over
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grown with flowering Kinçukas .16-17 Those soldiers of thine,

thus slaughtered by Yuyudhāna , failed to find a protecter like
elephants sunk in a morass.' Then al

l

o
f

them turned towards

the spot where Drona ' s ca
r

was , like mighty snakes making
towards holes from fear o

f

the prince o
f birds . Having slain

those five hundred brave warriors b
y

means of hi
s

shafts resem
bling snakes o

f

virulent poison , that hero slowly proceeded to

wards the place where Dhananjaya ' s car was . * ' And a
s that

foremost o
f men was thus proceeding , thy so
n

Duscāsana
quickly pierced him with nine straight arrows . That mighty

bowman then , ( viz . , Yuyudhāna ) , pierced Duscāsana in return ,

with five straight and sharp arrows equipt with golden wings

and vulturine feathers . Then Duscāsana , O Bhārata , smiling
the while , pierced Sātyaki , O monarch , with three arrrows and
once more with five . The grandson o

f Cini then , striking

th
y

son with five arrows and cutting off his bow , proceeded
smilingly towards Arjuna . 24 Then Duscāsana , inflamed with
wrath , and desirous of slaying the Vrishni hero , hurled a

t

h
im ,

a
s

h
e proceeded , a dart made wholly o
f iron . " Sātyaki , how

ever , 0 king , cut o
ff , with his shafts equipt with Kanka

feathers , that fierce dart of thy son . Then , O ruler of men ,

thy son , taking u
p

another bow , pierced Sātyaki with some
arrows and uttered a loud roar . " ? Then Sātyaki , excited
with wrath , stupifying thy son in that battle , struck him

in the centre o
f the chest with some shafts that resembled

flames o
f

fire . * And once more h
e

pierced Duscāsana with

eight shafts made wholly o
f

iron and having very keen
points . Duscāsana , however , pierced Sātyaki in return with

twenty arrows . " Then the highly blessed Sātyaki , O monarch
pierced Duscāsana in the centre o

f

the chest with three

straight arrows . And the mighty ca
r
-warrior Yuyudhāna ,

with some keen shafts , slew the steeds of Duscāsana ; and
inflamed with wrath h

e

slew , with some srtaight arrows , the
latter ' s charioteer also . 3 ' With one broad -headed arrow h

e

then cu
t

o
ff thy so
n ' s bow , and with five arrows he cut the

leathern fence that encased his hand . Acquainted a
s h
e

was

with the highest weapons , Sātyaki , then , with a couple o
f

broad -headed shafts , cut o
ff Duscāsana ' s standard and the
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wooden shaft on his car. And then with a number of keen

arrows he slew both the Pārshni charioteers of thy son. The
latter then, bowless and carless and steedless and driverless,52-85
was taken up by the leader of the Trigarta warriors on h

is car ,

The grandson o
f Cini then , 0 Bhārata , pursuing h
im fo
r
&

moment , 54 restrained himself and slew h
im not , for the mighty

armed hero recollected the words o
f

Bhimasena . Indeed ,

Bhimasena , O Bhārata , vowed in the midst o
f

the assembly

the destruction o
f

a
ll thy sons in battle ! Then , O lord , Sātya

ki , having thus vanquished Duscāsana , quickly proceeded , O

king , along the track b
y

which Dhananjaya had gone before

him . ' " 85 - 86

SECTION CXXIV .

; “Dhritarāshtra said , — 'Were there , 0 Sanjaya , no mighty
car -warriors in that army o

f

mine who could slay or resist that
Sātyaki while he proceeded (towards Arjuna ) ? O

f
prowess in

capable o
f being baffled , and endued with might equal to that

o
f

Cakra himself , alone h
e

achieved feats in battle like the
great Indra amidst the Dānavas ? O

r , perhaps , the track b
y

which Sātyaki proceeded was empty ! Alas , possessed o
f

true
prowess , alone he hath crushed numberless warriors ! Tellme ,

O Sanjaya , how the grandson o
f Cini , alone as he was , passed

through that vast force struggling with him in battle ? ' *

“ Sanjaya said , - O king , the fierce exertions and the uproar
made b

y thy host which abounded with cars and elephants

and steeds and foot -soldiers , resembled what is seen a
t

the end

o
f

the Yuga . O giver of honors , when thy assembled host
was (daily ) mustered , it seemed to me that another assem
blage like that o

f thy army had never been o
n Earth . The

gods and the Chāranas , who came there said , — This muster
will be the last o

f

it
s

kind o
n Earth ! t ? Indeed , O king ,

* The Bombay text adds certain slokas after the 2nd , which d
o not

occur in any o
f

the Bengal texts . - T .

+ Both 6 and 7 are difficult slokas . The Bengal texts read ahni .

keshu ; the Bombay reading is āhuteshu . If the Bengal reading b
e

accepted , the meaning would b
e
— “ Day b
y

day , upon muster , & c . " The
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never had such an array been formed before as that which was

formed by Drona on th
e

day ' of Jayadratha ' s slaughter . ' The
uproar made b

y

those vast bodies o
f

soldiers rushing a
t

one

another in battle resembled that o
f

the ocean itself lashed into
fury b

y

the tempest . In that host o
f

thine , as also in that of

the Pāndavas , there were hundreds and thousands o
f kings , O

best o
f

men . The noise made b
y

those angry heroes o
f

fierce

deeds while engaged in battle ,was tremendous and made the hair

to stand o
n

end . " Then Bhimasena and Dhrishtadyumna , O sire ,

and Nakula and Sahadeva and king Yudhishthira the just ,

loudly shouted " - Come , Strike , Rush ! The brave Mādhava
and Arjuna have entered the hostile army ! Do that quickly

b
y

which they may easily g
o

to where Jayadratha ' s car is !

- Saying this , they urged their soldiers . And they conti
nued , - If Sātyaki and Arjuna be slain , the Kurus will have
achieved their objects , and ourselves will be defeated ! All

o
f you , therefore , uniting together , quickly agitate this ocean

like army ( o
f

the foe ) like impetuous winds agitating the
deep ! - The warriors , O king , thus urged b

y

Bhimasena and the

prince o
f the Pānchālas , 18 - 16 smote the Kauravas , becoming

reckless o
f

their very lives . Endued with great energy , al
l

o
f

them , desiring death in battle a
t

the point or the edge o
f weap

ons in expectation o
f

heaven , showed not the least regard for

their lives in fighting for their friends . Similarly thy warriors ,

O king , desirous of great renown , 17 - 18 and nobly resolved upon

battle , stood o
n the field , determined to fight . In that fierce

and terrible battle , " Sātyaki , having vanquished all the com
batants , proceeded towards Arjuna . The rays of the Sun being
reflected from the bright armour of the warriors , the combatants
were obliged to withdraw their eyes from these . Duryodhana
also , O king , penetrated the mighty host of the high - souled

second line of 7 which I render “ This muster will be th
e

last of it
s

kind

o
n Earth , " may b
e interpretated in another away . Taking it as an ex .

clamation , itmay b
e

rendered . — “Will an assemblage of such limits tako
place o

n

Earth ! " i . e . , “ How vast is this assemblage o
n Earth ! " O
f

course , if the version last given b
e

correct , Etadantñs would mean

“ Having this fo
r

it
s

limit . " - T .
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Pāndavas vigorously struggling in battle . The encounter that
took place between him on the one side and them on the other

was exceedingly fierce , and great was the carnage that occurred
there on the occasion .'80-28
" Dhritarāshtra said , —When the Pāndava host was thus

proceeding to battle, Duryodhana , in penetrating it,must have
been placed in great distress. I hope he d

id not turn h
is

back

upon the field , O Suta ! 23 That encounter between one and

themany in dreadful battle , the one again being a king , seems

tome to have been very unequal ! Besides , Duryodhana hath
been brought u

p

in great luxury . In wealth and possessions ,

h
e
is a king o
f men . Alone encountering many , I hope he did

not turn back from the fight ! ' as

"Sanjaya said , - Listen to me , o king , as I narrate , O

Bhārata , that wonderful battle fought b
y thy son , that encoun

te
r

between one and the many ! Indeed , the Pāndava army

was agitated b
y Duryodhana in that battle like a
n assemblage

o
f

lotus stalks in a lake b
y

a
n elephant . Seeing then that

army thus smitten b
y thy son , 0 king , the Pānchālas headed

b
y

Bhimasena rushed a
t

him . * * Then Duryodhana pierced

Bhimasena with ten arrows , and each o
f the twins with three

and king Yudhishthira with seven . " And h
e pierced Virāta

and Drupada with si
x

arrows , and Cikhandin with a hundred .

And piercing Dhrishtadyumna with twenty arrows , he struck
each o

f th
e

five sons o
f Draupadi with three arrows . 50 With

his fierce shafts h
e cut of
f

hundreds o
f

other combatants in that

battle , including elephants and car -warriors , like the Destroyer

himself in wrath exterminating creatures . In consequence o
f

his skill acquired b
y

practice and o
f

the power o
f his weapons ,

h
e

seemed , as he was engaged in striking down his foes , to bear
his bow incessantly drawn to a circle whether when aiming o

r

letting o
ff

his shafts . 58 Indeed , that formidable bow o
f

h
is ,

the back o
f whose staff was decked with gold , was seen b
y

people to b
e

drawn into a perpetual circle a
s h
e

was employed

in slaying his enemies . 53 Then king Yudhishthira , with a couple

o
f

broad -headed shafts , cu
t

o
ff

the bow o
f thy son , Othou o
f

Kuru ' s race , as the latter struggled in fight . 4 And Yudhish
thira also pierced him deeply with ten excellent and foremost
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of shafts . Those arrows , however , touching the armour of
Duryodhana , quickly broke into pieces . Then the Pārthas,

filled with delight, surrounded Yudhishthira like the celestials
and great Rishis in days of o

ld surounding Cakra o
n the occa

sion o
f the slaughter of Vritra . 86 Thy valiant so
n

then , taking

u
p

another bow , addressed king Yudhishthira the son of Pāndu ,

saying , - Wait , Wait , — and rushed against him . s ? Beholding
thy son thus advancing in great battle , the Pānchālas , cheer
fully and with hopes o

f victory , advanced to receive him .

Then Drona , desirous of rescuing the (Kuru ) king , received the
rushing Pānchālas , like a mountain receiving masses o

f rain
charged clouds driven by the tempest . The battle then , O king ,

that took place there was exceedingly fierce ,making the hair to

stand o
n end , between the Pāndavas , O thou o
f mighty arms ,

and thy warriors . 40 . Dreadful was the carnage o
f

a
ll

creatures

that then took place , resembling the sport o
f

Rudra himself ( a
t

the end o
f

the Yuga ) . Then there arose a loud uproar at the
place where Dhananjaya was . ' And that uproar , O lord , mak

in
g

the hair to stand o
n end , rose above al
l

other sounds . Thus ,

O mighty -armed one , progressed the battle between Arjuna
and thy bowmen . 43 Thus progressed the battle between Sātya

ki and thymen in the midst o
f thy army . And thus continued

the fight between Drona and his enemies a
t the gate o
f

the
array . 43 Thus , indeed , o lord o

f

Earth , continued that car
nage o

n the Earth when Arjuna and Drona and themighty car

warrior Sātyaki were a
ll

excited with wrath . ' " 44

SECTION CXXV .

" Sanjaya said , — 'On the afternoon o
f

that day , o king , a

dreadful battle , characterised b
y

roars deep a
s

those o
f the

clouds , once more happened between Drona and the Somakas . "

That foremost o
f

men (viz . . Drona ) , mounted o
n h
is

car o
f

red

steeds , and intent on battle , rushed against the Pāndavas , with
middling speed . The valiant son o

f Bharadwāja , that great

bowman endued with mighty strength , that hero born in a
n

excellent pot , engaged in doing what was agreeable to thee , O

king , and striking down , O Bhārata , many foremost o
f warriors

4
7
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with his whetted arrows equipt with beautiful wings , seemed
to sport in that battle .8-4 Then that mighty car -warrior of the
Kaikayas , viz ., Vrihatkshatra , irresistible in battle , and the
eldest of five brothers , rushed against him . Shooting many
keen shafts, he greatly afflicted the preceptor , like a mighty mass
of clouds pouring torrents of rain on the mountains of Gandha

mādana . Then Drona , 0 king, excited with wrath , sped at
him five and te

n

shafts whetted o
n stone and equipt with wings

o
f
g ld . ? The prince of the Kekayas , however , cheerfully cu
t

off every one o
f those shafts shot b
y

Drona and which resem

bled angry snakes o
f

virulent poison , with five shafts o
f

h
is

own . Beholding that lightness of hand displayed b
y

h
im ,

that bull among Brāhmanas then sped a
t

him eight straight

shafts . " Seeing those shafts shot from Drona ' s bow swiftly

coursing towards h
im , Vrihatkshatra in that battle resisted

them with a
smany sharp shafts o
f

h
is . Beholding that ex

ceedingly difficult feat achieved b
y

Vrihatkshatra , by troops ,

O king , were filled with amazement . " Then Drona , O monarch ,

applauding Vrihatkshatra , invoked into existence the irresisti

b
le

and celestial weapon called Brahma in that battle . T
h
e

prince o
f

the Kekayas , seeing it shot b
y

Drona in battle ,
baffled that Brahma weapon , O monarch , by a Brahma weapon

o
f his own . After that weapon had been thus baffled , Vrihat

kshatra , O Bhārata , pierced the Brāhmana with sixty shafts
whetted o

n stone and equipt with wings o
f gold . " Then Drona ,

that foremost of men , pierced the prince o
f the Kekayas with a

(passed through his body and ) entered the Earth . 15 As a black
cobra , O best of kings , pierces through a

n ant - hill , even so d
id

that shaft enter the Earth , having pierced through the body o
f

the Kekaya prince in that battle . 16 Deeply pierced , O monarch ,

with the shafts o
f Drona , the prince o
f the Kekayas , filled

with rage and rolling his beautiful eyes , " ? pierced Drona with
seventy arrows whetted o

n stone and equipt with wings o
f

gold .

And with another arrow h
e greatly afflicted Drona ' s charioteer

in his very vitals . 18 Pierced b
y

Vrihatkshatra , o sire , with
arrows , Drona shot showers of keen shafts at the car of the prince

o
f

the Kekayas . ' ' Depriving the mighty car -warrior Vrihat



BADIA PARVA. ] 371DRONA PARVA .

kshatra of his coolness , Drona then , with four winged arrows ,
slew the four steeds of the former.20 With another arrow he

felled Vrihatkshatra 's charioteer from his niche in the ca
r
.

And felling o
n th
e

Earth , with two other arrows , his enemy ' s

standard and umbrella , " ' that bull among Brāhmanas , with a

third shaft , well shot from h
is

bow , pierced Vrihatkshatra him
self in the chest . Thereupon the latter , thus struck in the

chest , fell down from his car .

"Upon the slaughter , O king , of Vrihatkshatra , thatmighty

car -warrior among the Kaikayas , the son o
f Ciçupāla , filled

with rage , addressed his charioteer , saying , - charioteer ,

proceed to the spot where Drona stayeth , clad in armour , and
engaged in slaying the Kaikaya and the Pānchāla hosts ! 24 —

Hearing these words o
f

his , the charioteer soon took that fore

most o
f

car -warriors unto Drona , b
y

means o
f

those fleet steeds

o
f the Kāmvoja breed . 25 Then Dhrish taketu , that bull among

the Chedis , swelling with might , rushed towards Drona for
his own destruction like a

n insect upon a blazing fire . 36 Soon

h
e pierced Drona and his steeds and car and standard with

sixty shafts . And once more he struck h
im with many other

keen shafts like a man rousing a sleeping tiger . Then Drona ,
with a sharp razor -faced arrow winged with vulturine feathers ,

cut of
f

in themiddle the bow o
f

that mighty warrior struggling

in battle . 28 Then that powerful car -warrior , viz . , the son o
f

Cicupāla , taking u
p

another bow , pierced Drona with many
shafts winged with the feathers o

f Kankas and peacocks . 29

Drona then , slaying with four shafts the four steeds of Dhrishta
ketu , smilingly cut of

f

the head o
f

the latter ' s charioteer from
his trunk , 30 And then h

e pierced Dhrishtaketu himself with

five and twenty arrows . The prince of the Chedis then ,quickly
jumping down from his car , took u

p
a mace , and hurled it a
t

the son o
f Bharadwāja like a
n angry snake . Beholding that

heavy mace , endued with the strength o
f

adamant and decked

with gold , coursing towards him like the death night , the son

o
f Bharadwāja cu
t

it o
ff

with many thousands o
f

whetted

arrows . 82 – 33 That mace , cut o
ff b
y

Bharadwāja ' s son , O sire ,

with many shafts , fell down , O Kaurava ,making the Earth echo

with it
s noise , 54 Beholding h
is

mace baffled , the wrathful and
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brave Dhrishtaketu hurled a lance and then a dart decked with
gold ." Cutting o

ff that lance with five shafts , Drona cut o
ff

that dart also with five arrows . Both those missiles , thus cut
off , fell down on the Earth like a couple of snakes mangled and
torn b

y

Garuda . The valiant son o
f Bharadwāja then , in

that battle , sped fo
r

h
is

destruction a keen shaft a
t Dhrishta

ketu who was battling fo
r

the destruction o
f Bhāradwāja him

self . 37 That shaft , piercing through the armour and breast o
f

Dhrishtaketu o
f

immeasurable energy , entered the Earth like a

swan diving into a lake overgrown with lotuses , 58 A
s
a hungry

jay seizes and devours a little insect , even so d
id

the heroic

Drona devour Dhrishtaketu in that great battle . 39 Upon the
slaughter o

f

the ruler of the Chedis , his son who was conver
sant with the highest weapons , excited with wrath , sought to

bear the burthen o
f his sire . " Him also , Drona , smiling the

while , despatched to the abode of Yama b
y

means o
f

his shafts ,

like a huge and mighty tiger in the deep woods slaying a
n

infant deer . 41

" While the Pāndavas , O Bhārata . were thus being thinned ,

the heroic so
n

o
f Jarāsandha rushed towards Drona . 43 Like

the clouds shrouding the Sun , he quickly made themighty

armed Drona invisible in that battle b
y

means o
f

his arrowy

showers . 43 Beholding that lightness ofhand in him , Drona , that
grinder of Kshatriyas , quickly shot his shafts by hundreds and
thousands . 4 Covering (with his arrows ) in that battle that
foremost o

f

car -warriors stationed o
n

his car , Drona speedily

slew the son o
f

Jarāsandha in the very sight o
f all the bow

men . 46 Indeed , Drona , resembling the Destroyer himself , swal
lowed u

p every one who approached him then , like the Destroyer
swallowing u

p

creatures when their hour arrives . 46 Then
Drona , O monarch , proclaiming his name in that battle , covered
the Pāndavas with many thousands o

f

shafts . “ ? Those shafts

shot b
y

Drona , whetted o
n stone and engraved with his name ,

slew in that battle men and elephants and steeds b
y

hundreds .

Thus slaughtered b
y

Drona like the Asuras b
y

Cakra , the
Pānchālas began to tremble like a herd o

f kine afflicted with

cold . 49 Indeed , O bull of Bharata ' s race , when the Pāndava
army was thus being slaughtered b

y

Drona , there arose a
n
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awful wail of woe from it .50 Scorched by the Sun and slaught
ered by means of those arrows , the Pānchālas then became
filled with anxiety .s ' Stupified by Bharadwāja 's son with his
arrowy showers in that battle , the mighty car-warriors among
the Pānchālas felt like persons whose thighs had been seized by

alligators . Then , o king , the Chedis, the Srinjayas , the
Kācis , and the Koçalas , rushed cheerfully against the son of
Bharadwāja from desire of battle .53 And the Chedis , the Pān
chālas, and the Srinjayas addressed one another , saying,
Drona is slain ! - Drona is slain ! - Saying these words they

rushed at that hero .54 Indeed , al
l

those tigers among men

fe
ll

with their utmost might upon the illustrious Drona ,desirous

o
f despatching him to the abode o
f

Yama . Then the son o
f

Bharadwāja , by means of hi
s

shafts , despatched those brave
warriors struggling vigorously in battle , especially those fore
most ones among the Chedis , into the presence o

f the king o
f

th
e

dead . 56 After those foremost ones among the Chedis had
been exterminated , the Pānchālas , afflicted with the shafts of
Drona , began to tremble . 57 Beholding , 9 sire , those feats o

f
Drona , they loudly called after Bhimasena and Dhrishta
dyumna , O Bhārata , and said , 58 _ This Brāhmana hath , without
doubt , practised the austerest o

f penances and acquired great

ascetic merit ! Inflamed with wrath in battle , he consumeth
the foremost o

f Kshatriyas ! 59 A Kshatriya ' s duty is battle ;

a Brāhmana ' s , the highest asceticism . A Brāhmana endued
with ascetic merit and learning , is capable of burning every
thing with his glances only ! 60 Many foremost o

f Kshatriyas ,

having approached the uncrossable and fierce fire o
f

Drona ' s

weapons , have , O Bhārata , been blasted and consumed ! 6 The

illustrious Drona , to the measure of his might , courage , and
perseverance , stupifies all creatures and slays our troops ! 62 —

Hearing these words o
f theirs , the mighty Kshatradharman ,

rigidly observant o
f

the duties o
f
a Kshatriya , wrathfully cut

o
ff with a crescent -shaped arrow the bow of Drona with arrow

fixed thereon . Then Drona , that grinder of Kshatriyas , becom
ing more angry still , 68 – 64 took u

p

another bright bow tougher

than the one h
e

laid aside . Fixing o
n it a keen arrow des

tructive o
f

hostile ranks , " the preceptor , endued with great
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strength , sped it at the prince , drawing the bowstring to his e
a
r
.

That arrow , slaying Kshatradharman , entered the Earth . “

His breast pierced through , he fell down from his vehicle o
n

the Earth . Upon the slaughter of Dhrishtadyumna ' s son , the

(Pāndava ) troops began to tremble . 67 Then the mighty Cheki
tāna fell upon Drona Piercing Drona with ten arrows , he

once more pierced him with a shaft in the centre o
f

his chest . 68

And h
e pierced Drona ' s charioteer with four arrows and h
is

four steeds also with four . The preceptor then pierced the
right arm o

f

Chekitāna with sixteen arrows , 69 and his standard

with sixteen , and his charioteer with seven . Upon the chariot
eer being slain , Chekitāna ' s steeds fled away , dragging the car
after them . Beholding the steeds of Chekitāna pierced with
the arrows o

f Bharadwāja ' s so
n , and his car also deprived o
f

driver , * 71 the Pānchālas and th
e

Pāndavas were inspired with
great fear . Drona then , O sire , routing o

n all sides the Pān
chālas and the Srinjayas united together in battle , looked
exceedingly resplendent . The venerable Drona , full five and
eighty years o

f age , dark in hue and with white locks descending

to his ears , careered in battle like a youth o
f sixteen . Indeed ,

O king , enemies regarded the fo
e
- slaying Drona a
s h
e fearlessly

careered in battle to b
e

none else than Indra himself armed

with the thunder . Then , O monarch , the mighty -armed Dru
pada o

f great intelligence said , 72 - 75 This one (Drona ) is slaying

the Kshatriyas like a hungry tiger slaying smaller animals !

The sinful Duryodhana o
f

wicked soul will assuredly obtain
the most miserable regions ( in the next world ) ! 76 It is through
his covetousness that many foremost o

f Kshatriyas , slain in

battle , lay prostrate o
n the field , likemangled bulls , ” ? weltering

in blood and becoming the food o
f

dogs .and jackals ! - Saying
these words , O monarch , Drupada , that master of an Akshau
hini of troops , placing the Pārthas a

t

his head , rushed with
speed towards Drona . ' ” 78

* The texts requires correction . - T .
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SECTION CXXVI.

" Sanjaya said ,— When the army of the Pāndavas was thus
agitated on a

ll

sides , the Pārthas and the Panchālas and the
Somakas , retreated to a great distance ! During the progress

o
f that fierce battle making the hair to stand o
n

end , and o
f

that universal carnage like to what happens , O Bhārata , at the
end o

f

the Yuga , when , indeed , Drona of great prowess was
repeatedly uttering leonine shouts , and when the Pānchālas
were being weakened and the Pāndavas slaughtered , king

Yudhishthira the just , failing to see any refuge in that distress ,

began , O king , to think how the matter would end ! * Casting

h
is eyes around in expectation o
f

seeing Savyasāchin , Yudhish
thira , however , saw neither that son o

f

Prithā nor Mādhava . "

Not seeing that tiger among men , viz . , the ape -bannered
Arjuna , and not hearing also the twang of Gāndiva , the mon
arch became filled with anxiety . Not seeing Sātyaki also , that
foremost o

f

ca
r
-warriors among the Vrishnis , king Yudhish

thira the just became equally anxious . ” Indeed , not seeing
those two foremost o

f

men , Yudhishthira knew n
o

peace . The
high -souled king Yudhishthira the just , of mighty -arms , fear

in
g

the evil opinion of the world , began to think o
f Sātyaki ' s

ca
r
. — Cini ' s grandson Sātyaki of true prowess , that dispeller

o
f the fears o
f

friends , hath been sent b
y

me in the track o
f

Phālguna ! I had only one source o
f anxiety before . But

now I have two . I should have tidings of both Sātyaki and
Dhananjaya the son o

f

Pāndu ! Having despatched Sātyaki to

follow in th
e

track o
f Arjuna , 8 - 11 whom shall I now send in

the track o
f Sātyaki ? If by every means I endeavour to

obtain intelligence o
fmy brother only without enquiring after

Yuyudhāna , the world will reproach me ! They will sa
y

that ,

- [Yudhishthira the son o
f

Dharma , having enquired after his
brother , " leaves Sātyaki of Vrishni ' s race , that hero of unfail
ing prowess , to his fate ! ] - Fearing a

s I do the reproach o
f

the

world , I should , therefore , send Vrikodara the son o
f Prithā in

the track o
f

the high -souled Mādhava . The love I bear to the
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Vrishni hero, to that invincible warrior of the Sātwata race ,

( v
iz . , Sātyaki ) , is not less than the love I bear to Arjuna , that

slayer o
f

foes ! The delighter o
f

the Cinis hath , again , been se
t

by me to a very heavy task ! 44 - 16 That mighty warrior , how
ever , hath , either fo

r

the sake o
f
a friend ' s request or for that

o
f

honor , penetrated into the Bharata army like a Makara into
the ocean . " ? Loud is the noise I hear of unretreating heroes
fighting together against that Vrishni hero o

f great intelli

gence ! 18 Without doubt , they a
re too many fo
r

him ! The time ,

therefore , is comewhen I should think of his rescue ! It seems

to me that armed with the bow , Bhimasena the son o
f Pāndu

should g
o

there where those two mighty ca
r
-warriors a
re ! There

is nothing o
n Earth that Bhima cannot bear ! 19 - 30 If he strug

gles with resolution , he is a match in battle fo
r

all the bowmen

in the world . Depending o
n the might of his own arins h
e

ca
n

stand against a
ll

foes . Relying o
n the strength o
f arms o
f

that high -souled warrior , we have been able to come back from

our exile in the woods and w
e

have never been vanquished in

battle . If Bhimasena the son of Pāndu proceedeth hence to

Sātyaki , both Sātyaki and Phālguna will derive real aid ! * S
Without doubt , I should not feel any anxiety fo

r Sātyaki and
Phālguna . Both o

f

them a
re accomplished in weapons , and

Vāsudeva himself is protecting them ! 24 (For all that , I feel
anxious o

n their account ) . I should certainly seek to remove

my anxiety ! I shall , therefore , set Bhima to follow in the

wake o
f Sātyaki ! Having done this , I should regard my

arrangements complete for the rescue o
f Sātyaki ! - Yudhish

thira the son o
f

Dharma , having settled this in his mind , * *

addressed his charioteer and said , — Takeme to Bhima ! - Hear

in
g

the command o
f king Yudhishthira the just , the charioteer

who was versed in horse -lore , 27 took that car decked with gold

to where Bhima was . Arrived at the presence o
f Bhima , the

king , remembering the occasion , " became unmanned b
y

grief ,

and pressed Bhima with diverse solicitations . Indeed , over
whelmed with grief , themonarch addressed Bhima . " And these
were the words , O king , that Yudhishthira the son o

f Kunti

then said unto him : - 0 Bhima , I do not behold the standard o
f

that Arjuna , who o
n

a single ca
r

had vanquished o
f

a
ll

the



BADAA Parva .] 377DRONA PARTA.

gods , the Gandharvas, and Asuras !— Then Bhimasena , ad
dressing king Yudhishthira the just who was in that plight,
said,30-31_ Never before did I se

e

o
r

hear thee afflicted with such

cheerlessness ! Indeed , formerly , when w
e

were pierced with

grief , it was thou who hadst been our comforter 18
2

Rise , Rise ,

O king o
f kings , say what I am to do fo
r

thee ! O giver o
f

honors , there is nothing that I cannot d
o : 38 Tell me what your

commands are , O foremost one of Kuru ' s race ! Do not se
t

your

heart o
n grief ! - Unto Bhimasena then , the king with a sorrow

fu
l

face and eyes bathed in tears said , sighing the while like

a black cobra , 34 – The blasts of the conch Pānchajunya , wrath
fully blown b

y

Vāsudeva o
f

world -wide renown , are being heard !

It seems , from this , that thy brother Dhananjaya lieth today o
n

the field , deprived of life ! 85 - 38 Without doubt , Arjuna having

been slain , Janārddana is battling ! That hero o
f great might ,

relying o
n whose prowess the Pāndavas are alive , ? ? he to whom

we always turn in times o
f

fear like the celestials towards their

chief o
f
a thousand eyes , that hero hath , in search after the ruler

o
f

the Sindhus , penetrated into the Bharata host ! 58 I know
this , O Bhima , viz . , that he hath gone , but he hath not yet

returned ! Dark in complexion , youthful in years , of curly locks ,

exceedingly handsome , a mighty ca
r
-warrior , 5 ' of broad chest

and long arms , possessed of the tread o
f

a
n infuriate elephant ,

o
f eyes o
f

the color o
f

burnished copper and like those of a

chakra , that brother o
f

thine enhances the fears o
f

foes ! 40

Blessed b
e

thou , even this is the cause o
f my grief , O chastiser

o
f

foes ! For Arjuna ' s sake , O thou of mighty arms , as also

fo
r

the sake o
f

Sātwata , * 'my grief increaseth like a blazing
fire fed with libations o

f

clarified butter ! I do not see his stan . .

dard ! For this a
m I stupified with sorrow ! 42 Without doubt ,

h
e hath been slain , and Krishna , skilled in battle , is fighting !

Know also that that tiger amung men , that mighty car -warrior ,

viz . , Sātwata , is slain ! 43 Alas , Sātyaki hath followed in the

wake o
f that other mighty car -warrior , viz . , thy brother !

Without seeing Sātyaki also , I am stupified with grief ! * *

Therefore , O so
n

o
f Kunti , g
o

thither where Dhananjaya is

and Sātyaki also o
f mighty energy , if , of course , thou thinkest

it thy duty * s to obey my words , O thou that art acquainted
48
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with duty ! Remember that I am thy eldest brother ! Thou
shouldst think Sātyaki to be dearer to thee than Arjuna him

self !46 O son of Prithā , Sātyaki hath gone, from desire of
doing good to me, in the track of Arjuna , a track that is incap
able of being trod by persons of vile souls !47 Beholding the

two Krishnas and Sātyaki also of the Sātwata race sound and

whole , send me a message, O son of Pāndu , by uttering a
leonine roar !_ ! " 48

SECTION CXXVII .

" Bhima said , — That car which formerly bore Brahman and
Içāna and Indra and Varuna (to battle ), mounting upon that

car, have the two Krishnas gone ! They can have no fear of
danger ! Taking , however, thy command on my head , lo, I
am going ! Do not grieve ! Meeting with those tigers among

men , I shall send thee intelligence !? _ ?
“ Sanjaya said ,— Having said these words , the mighty Bhima

began to prepare fo
r

setting out , repeatedly making over
Yudhishthira to Dhrishtadyumna and the other friends o

f
the

Pāndava cause ) . Indeed , Bhimasena o
f mighty strength a
d

dressing Dhrishtadyumna , said , — It is known to thee , O thou of
mighty arms , how the mighty car -warrior Drona * is always o

n

his power ! Indeed , O son of Prishata , I should never place my
going ( to Arjuna and Sātyaki ) above my duty o

f protecting the

king ! King Yudhishthira , however , hath commanded me to

g
o . I dare not contradict him ! * * * 6 I shall go thither where the

ruler o
f

the Sindhus stayeth a
t

the point o
f

death . I should ,

in complete trustfullness , act according to the words o
f king

Yudhishthira the just ! I shall , therefore , follow in th
e

wake

o
fmy brother (Arjuna ) and o
f Sātyaki endued with great in

telligence . Thou shouldst , therefore , vigorously resolved o
n

fight , protect Yudhishthira the son o
f Prithā today ! O
f

a
ll

tasks , this is thy highest duty in battle ! — Thus addressed b
y

Vrikodara , O monarch , Dhrishtadyumna replied , I shall d
o

* The last line of 4 and the first line of 5 I render freely . - T .
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what thou wishest ! Go , O son of Prithā , without any anxiety
of the kind ! Without slaying Dhrishtadyumna in battle ,

Drona'' will never be able to humiliate king Yudhishthira in the
fight ! - Thus making the royal son of Pāndu over to Dhrishta
dyumna," and saluting his eldest brother , Bhimasena proceed
ed towards the spot where Phālguna was . Before dismissing

him , however , king Yudhishthira the just , О Bhārata , embrac
ed Bhimasena '? and smelt his head and pronounced auspicious
blessings upon him . After circumambulating a number of

Brāhmanas previously gratified with worship and presents ,'8 and
touching the eight kinds of auspicious articles , and quaffing
Kairātaka honey , that hero , the corners of whose eyes had
become red in intoxication , felt his might to be doubled .2%
The Brāhmanas performed propitiatory ceremonies fo

r

him .

Various omens , indicative o
f

success , greeted h
im . Beholding

them , he felt the delight o
f anticipated victory . Favorable

winds began to blow and indicate h
is

success . Then themighty
armed Bhimasena , that foremost of car -warriors , clad in mail ,

decked with ear -rings and Angadas , and his hands cased in
leathern fences ,mounted o

n his own excellent car . His costly
coat o

fmail ,made of black steel and decked with gold , 16 - 17 look

e
d like a cloud charged with lightning . His body was beauti

fully covered with yellow and red and black and white robes . 18

Wearing a colored curass that protected also h
is

neck , Bhimasena
looked resplendent like a cloud decked with a rainbow .

“ While Bhimasena was o
n the point o
f setting out against

thy troops from desire o
f battle , ' ' the fierce blasts o
f Pancha

janya were once more heard . Hearing those loud and terri
ble blasts capable o

f filling the three worlds with fear , 20 the son

o
f

Dharma once more addressed Bhimasena , saying , — There ,

the Vrishni hero is fiercely blowing his conch ! Indeed , that
prince o

f

conchs is filling the Earth and the welkin with its
sound ! Without doubt , Savyasāchin liaving fallen into great
distress , 22 the bearer of the discus and the mace is battling with

a
ll

the Kurus ! Without doubt , the venerable Kunti , and
Draupadi , and Subhadrā , are a

ll , with their relatives and
friends , beholding today exceedingly inauspicious omens ! There
fore , O Bhima , go thither with speed where Dhananjaya is 1

2
3
- 24
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All the points of the compass , O Pārtha , seem empty to my
eyes in conse qiience ofmy (unsatisfied ) desire to see Dhanan
jaya and owing alsɔ to Sãtwatz !*S _ Repeatedly urged by his
superior to go, the valiant son of Pāndu , viz ., Bhimasena , O
king,as casing his hands in leathern fence , took up his bow .
Urged by his eldest brother , that bryther (viz ., Bhimasena ,)
who was devoted to his brother 's good ,»? cause d drums to be
beat . And Bhima forcibly blew his conch also and uttering

leonine roars , begin to twang h
is

bow . a3 Damping the hearts

o
f

hostile heroes b
y

those leonine roars , and assuming a dread
ful form , he rushed against his foes . a ' Swift and well -broken
steeds o

f the foremost breed , neighing furiously , bore him .

Endued with the speed o
f

the wind o
r thought , their reins were

held b
y

Viçəka . 30 Then the son o
f Prithā , drawing the bow

string with great force , began to crush the head o
f

the hostile

array , mangling and piercing and grinding the combatants
there . * 3 ! And as that mighty -armed hero proceeded , the brave
Pănchālas and the Somakas followed him behind , like the celes
tials following Maghavat . Then the brothers Dusçala and
Chitrasena and Kundabhedin and Vivingçati , and Durmukha
and Dussaha and Cala , and Vinda and Anuvinda and Sumukha .
and Dirghavāhu and Sudarçana , and Vrindāraka and Suhasta
and Sishena and Dirghalochana , and Abhaya and Raudrakar
min and Shivarman and Durvimochana , approaching , encom
passed Bhimasena . 3 - 35 Those foremost o

f

car -warriors , those

heroes , a
ll looking resplendent , with their troops and followers ,

firmly resolved upon battle , rushed against Bhimasena . That
heroic and mighty car -warrior , viz . , Kunti ' s son Bhimasena of

great prowess , thus encompassed , cast his eyes o
n

them , 7 and
rushed against them with the impetuosity o

f
a lion against

smaller animals . Those heroes , displaying celestial and mighty
werpɔns , 38 covered Bhimawith shafts like clouds shrouding the

risen Sun . Transgressing a
ll

those warriors with impetuosity ,

Bhimasena rushed against Drona ' s division , 39 and covered the
elephant force before him with showers of arrows . The son of

* Arujun ismangling , Virujun is piercing ; and Vikarshun is crush .

ing or grinding , as explainod b
y

Nilakantha . - - T .
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the Wind-god , manglingwith h
is

shafts in almost n
o

time that

elephant division , dispersed it in a
ll

directions . Indeed , like

animals terrified in the forest a
t

the roar o
f
a Carabha , 40 - 41

those elephants all fled away , uttering frightful cries . Passing

over that ground with great speed , h
e

then approached the

division o
f

Drona . " Then the preceptor checked his course like

the continent resisiting the surging se
a
. Smilingly h
e

struck

the son o
f Pāndu in his forehead with a shaft . 43 Thereupon

the son o
f Påndu looked resplendent like the Sun with upward

rays . The preceptor thought that Bhima would reverence h
im

a
s Phālguna had done before . Addressing Vrikodara , therefore ,

he said , - 0 Bhimasena , it is beyond thy power to enter into

the hostile host , 44 - 45 without vanquishing me , thy foe , in battle ,

O thou o
f mighty strength ! Although Krishna with thy

younger brother hath penetrated this host with my permission ,

thyself , however , wilt never succeed in so doing ! - Hearing

these words of the preceptor , the dauntless Bhima , 46 - 47 excited
with wrath , and his eyes re

d

a
s

blood o
r burnished copper ,

quickly replied unto Drona , saying , - 0 wretch o
f a Brāhmana ,

it cannot b
e

that Arjuna hath entered this host with thy per

missiɔn ! He is invincible ! He would penetrate into the host
commanded b

y

Cakra himself ! If he offered thee reverential
worship , it was only fo

r

honoring thee ! * 3 – 4 ) But know , O

Drona , thatmyself am no compassionate Arjuna . On the other
hand , I am Bhimasena , thy fo

e
! We regard thee a
s our father ,

preceptor , and friend ! Ourselves we look upon a
s thy sons ! 50

Thinking so we always humble ourselves to thee ! When ,

however , thou usest such words towards us today , it seems that
all that is altered ! 5 . If thou regardest thyself a

s our fo
e , let

it be as thou thinkest ! Being none else than Bhima , I will
presently act towards thee a

s I should towards & foe 1
8
3
_ Saying

this , Bhima , whirling a mace like the Destroyer himself whirl
ing his fatal rod , hurled it , o king , at Drona . Drona , how
ever , had quickly jumped down from h

is

ca
r , * * (and that proved

his safety ) . For that mace pressed down into the Earth the car
of Drona , with its steeds , driver , and standard . Then Bhima
crushed . numerous warriors like the tempest crushing trees
with it

s force . Then those sons o
f thine once more encon
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passed that foremost of ca
r
-warriors . Meanwhile Drona , that

foremost o
f

smiters , mounting another chariot , 56 proceeded to

the gate o
f

the array and stayed there for battle . Then , O king ,

the angry Bhima o
f great prowess , 56 covered the car -division

in his front with showers o
f

shafts . Then those mighty car
warriors , viz . , thy sons , thus struck in battle , 57 endued as they

were with great strength , fought with Bhima from desire o
f

victory . Then Duscāsana , excited with wrath , hurled a
t

Bhimasena a keen dart made entirely o
f

iron , wishing to slay

the son o
f

Pāndu . Bhima , however , cut in twain that fierce
dart hurled b

y

thy son , as it coursed towards him . This feat
seemed exceedingly wonderful . Themighty so

n

o
f

Pāndu then ,

with three other keen shafts , slew the three brothers Kundabhe
din and Sushena and Dirghanetra . And again amongst those
heroic sons o

f

thine battling with him , Bhima slew the heroic
Vrindāraka , that enhancer of the fame o

f
the Kurus . And

again , with three other shafts , Bhima slew three other sons of

thine , viz . , Abhaya and Raudrakarman and Durvimochana .

Thus slaughtered , 0 king , b
y

that mighty warrior , thy sons58 - 63

surrounded Bhima , that foremost of smiters , on al
l
sides .

They then showered their arrows upon that son o
f

Pāndu , of
terrible deeds , 64 like the clouds at the end of summer pouring
torrents o

f

rain o
n the mountain -breast . That slayer of hosts ,

viz . , the heir o
f Pāndu , received that arrowy shower like a

mountain receiving a shower o
f

stones . Indeed , the heroic
Bhima felt no pain . Then the son of Kunti , smiling the while ,

despatched by means of his shafts thy sons Vinda and Anu
vinda and Suvarman to the abode of Yama . Then the son o

f

Pāndu , O bull of Bharata ' s race , quickly pierced in that battle
thy heroic so

n

Sudarçana . The latter thereupon fell down a
n
d

expired . Within a very short time , the son o
f Pāndu , casting

his glances o
n that ca
r
-force , caused it by his shafts to fly away

in all directions . Then like a herd o
f

deer frightened a
t

the

clatter o
f

car -wheels o
r

a loud shout , 65 - 69 thy sons , in that
battle , Oking , afflicted with the fear of Bhimasena , sud
denly broke and fled . " The so

n

o
f Kunti , however , pursued

that large force o
f thy sons , and began , o king , to pierce th
e

Kauravas from every side . ” Thy soldiers , O monarch , thus
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slaughtered by Bhimasena , fled away from battle , avoiding the
so
n

o
f

Pāndu and urging their own excellent steeds to their

greatest speed . The mighty Bhimasena then , having van
quished them in battle , uttered leonine roars and made a great

noise b
y

slapping h
is armpits . 78 And themighty Bhima , having

made also a fierce noise with his palms and thereby frightened

that car - force , and having slain the formost o
f

warriors that

were in it , passed towards the division o
f

Drona , transgressing

that ca
r
- force (which h
e

had vanquished ) . ' ” 74

SECTION CXXVIII .

" Sanjaya said , - After the so
n

o
f Pāndu had crossed that

car -force , the preceptor Drona , smiling the while , covered him
with showers o

f

arrows , desirous of checking his course . ' Stupi
fying thy force then with his powers o

f

illusion , and drinking ,

a
s
it were , those shafts shot from the bow o
f Drona , Bhima

sena rushed against those brothers , (viz . , thy sons ) . Then
many kings , that were all great bowmen , urged b

y

thy sons ,
rushing impetuously , began to surround him . : Encompassed

b
y

them , O Bhārata , Bhima , smiling the while and uttering

a leonine roar , took u
p

and hurled a
t

them with great force a

fierce mace destructive o
f hostile ranks . That mace o
f adam

antine strength , hurled like Indra ' s thunder by Indra himself , 4 - 5

crushed , O king , thy soldiers in battle . And it seemed to fi
ll ,

O king , the whole Earth with a loud noise . And blaz
ing forth in splendour , that fierce mace inspired thy sons with
fear . Beholding that mace of impetuous course and endued
with lightning Aashes coursing towards them , ” thy warriors filed
away , uttering frightful cries . And a

t

the unbearable sound ,

O sire , of that fierce mace , many men fell down where they

stood , and many car -warriors also fell down from their cars .

Slaughtered b
y

Bhimasena armed with the mace , thy warriors
fled away in fear from battle , like deer attacked b

y

a tiger .

The son o
f Kunti , routing in battle those valorous foes o
f

h
is , º impetuously crossed that force like Garuda o
f beautiful

feathers .
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· " While Bhimasena , that leader of leaders of car-divisions ,
was employed in such carnage, Bharadwāja 's son , O king , rushed
at him . And Drona , checking Bhima by means of his arrowy
showers,'1-12 suddenly uttered a leonine roar that inspired the
Pāndavas with fear . The battle that took place between Drona
and the high -souled Bhima was, O king , furious and terribe and
resembled the encounter between the gods and the Asuras of

o
ld . Heroic warriors b
y

hundreds and thousands were in that

battle begun to b
e slain b
y

the keen shafts shot from the bow

o
f Drona . The son o
f Pāndu then , jumping down from h
is

ca
r ,

shut hi
s

eyes , O king , and rushed o
n foot with great speed

towards the ca
r

o
f

Drona . Indeed , as a bovine bull easily bears

a heavy shower o
f

rain , 18 - 16 even so that tiger among men , vi
z
. ,

Bhima , bore that arrowy downpour from Drona ' s bow . Struck

in that battle , O sire , b
y

Drona , the mighty Bhima , seizing
Drona ' s car b

y

the shaft , threw it down with great force . Thus
thrown down in battle , O king , Drona ,however , quickly mount

in
g

another car , proceeded towards the gate o
f the array , his

driver urging his steeds a
t

that time with great speed . " ? - 18

That feat , O thou o
f Kuru ' s race , achieved b
y

Bhimasena ,

seemed exceedingly wonderful . The mighty Bhima then ,
mounting upon h

is own car , 20 rushed impetuously towards th
e

army o
f thy so
n
. And he crushed the Kshatriyas in that battle

like a tempest crushing rows of trees . Indeed , Bhima proceed

e
d , resisting the hostile warriors iike the mountain resisting the

surging sea . Coming then upon the Bhoja troops that were
protected b

y

the son o
f Hridikā : Bhimasena , O king , grinded

it greatly , and passed through it . Frightening the hostile
soldiers with the sound of his palms , O sire , 23 Bhima vanquish

e
d them all like a tiger vanquishing a herd o
f

bovine bulls .

Passing through the Bhoja division and that o
f

the Kāmvójas

also , at and the countless tribes o
f Mlechas too , who were a
ll

accomplished in fight , and beholding that mighty car -warrior ,

viz . , Sātyaki , engaged in fight , as Bhimasena the son o
f Kunti ,

O monarch , proceeded resolutely and with great speed , desirous

o
f having a sight of Dhananjaya . 96 Transgressing a
ll thy

warriors in that battle , the son o
f Pāndu then sighted th
e

mighty car -warrior Arjuna engaged in the fight . " The valiant
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Bhima, that tiger among men , beholding Arjuna putting forth
h
is prowess fo
r

the slaughter o
f

the ruler of the Sindhus , utter

e
d
a loud shout , 33 like , O monarch , the clouds roaring in the

season o
f

rains , Those terrible shouts of the roaring Bhimasena
were , O thou o

f Kuru ' s race , heard b
y

both Arjuna and Vāsu

deva in themidst o
f

that battle ! Both those heroes , simultane
ously hearing that shout o

f the mighty Bhima , 99 - 30 repeatedly

shouted themselves from desire o
f beholding Vrikodara . Then

Arjuna uttering a loud roar , and Mādhava also doing the same , 31

careered in battle like a couple o
f roaring bulls . Hearing then

that roar o
f

Bhimasena , as also that of Phālguna armed with
the b

o
w , 32 Yudhishthira the so
n

o
f

Dharma , 0 king , became
highly gratified . And king Yudhishthira , hearing those sounds

o
f Bhima and Arjuna , had his grief dispelled . And the lord

Yudhishthira repeatedly wished success to Dhananjaya in

battle .
“ While the fierce Bhima was thus roaring , 84 the mighty

armed Yudhishthira the son o
f

Dharma , that foremost of vir
tuous men , smilingly reflected awhile and thus worded the
thoughts that inspired his heart : 36 _ 0 Bhima , thou hast truly
sent me the message ! Thou hast truly obeyed the commands

o
f thy superior ! Thry , O son of Pāndu , can never have victory

that have thee fo
r

their foe ! 36 B
y

good luck it is that Dhanan
jaya , capable o

f shooting the bow with (even ) hi
s

left hand ,

still liveth ! By good luck the heroic Sātyaki also , of prowess
incapable o

f being baffled , is safe and sound ! ? By good
luck it is that I hear both Vāsudeva and Dhananjaya utter
ing these roars ! Hewho , having vanquished Cakra himself

in battle , had gratified the bearer o
f

sacrificial libations , 38

that slayer o
f

foes , viz . , Phālguna , b
y

good luck still liv
eth in this battle ! He , relying upon the might of whose
arms a

ll
o
f

u
s

a
re alive , sº that slayer o
f hostile armies , vi
z
. ,

Phālguna , by good luck , liveth still ! He b
y

whom with the

a
id o
f
a single bow the Nivātakavachas were vanquished ,

those Dānavas , that is , that were incapable o
f being defeated

b
y

the very gods , he , viz . , Pārtha , by good luck , liveth still :

H
e

who had vanquished in Matsya ' s city al
l

the Kauravas a
s

sembled together for seizing Virāta ' s kine , that Pārtha , by

4
9
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good luck , liveth still ! He who, by the might of his arms,

slew fourteen thousands of Kālakeyas , that Pārtha , by good
luck , liveth still ! Hewho , fo

r

Duryodhana ' s sake , had van
quished , b

y
the energy o

f his weapons , themighty king of th
e

Gandharvas , that Pārtha , b
y good luck , liveth still ! Decked

with diadem and garlands ( o
f

gold ) , endued with great strength ,

having white steeds (yoked to his car ) and Krishna himself

fo
r

h
is

charioteer , 40 - 44 that Phālguna , always dear to me , by

good luck , liveth still ! Burning with grief on account o
f

the

death o
f

his son , endeavouring to achieve amost difficult feat , 45

and even now seeking to slaughter Jayadratha , alas , he that
hath made that vow , viz . , Dhananjaya , will he succeed in slay

ing the ruler o
f

the Sindhus in battle ? 46 After h
e , protected

b
y

Vāsudeva , will have accomplished that v
o
w

o
f his , shall I

behold that Arjuna again , before the su
n

sets ? * ? Shall the
ruler o

f

the Sindhus who is devoted to Duryodhana ' s welfare ,

slain b
y

Phālguna , gladden his foes ? 48 Shall king Duryo

dhana , beholding the ruler of the Sindhus slain in battle , make
peace with u

s
? 4
9 Beholding his brothers slain in battle b
y

Bhimasena , shall the wicked Duryodhana make peace with u
s
? 5
0

Beholding other great warriors lying prostrate o
n

th
e

sur
face o

f the Earth , shall the wicked Duryodhana give way to

remorse ! 51 Shall not our hostilities cease with the single

sacrifice o
f

Bhishma ? Shall that Suyodhana make peace with u
s

fo
r

saving the remnant ( o
f what is still left to him and u
s ) ? s2

- Diverse reflections of this kind passed through the mind of

king Yudhishthira who was overwhelmed with compassion .

Meanwhile , the battle (between the Pāndavas and the Kaura
vas ) raged furiously . " " 58

SECTION CXXIX .

“ Dhritarāshtra said , — While the mighty Bhimasena was
uttering those loud shouts deep a

s

the roar o
f

the clouds o
r

peals o
f thunder , what heroes ( of our side ) surrounded him ? "

I do not behold that warrior , O Sanjaya , in the three worlds ,

who is capable o
f staying before the enraged Bhimasena in

battle ! I do not , O son , behold h
im that would stay o
n

th
e
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field of battle before Bhimasena armed with mace and resem
bling Death himself !3 Who will stand before that Bhima , not
excepting Cakra himself, that destroys a ca

r

with a car , and

a
n elephant with a
n elephant ? 4 * Who , amongst those devot

e
d to Duryodhana ' s welfare , stood in battle before Bhimasena

excited with rage and engaged in slaughtering my sons ? Who

were those men that stood in batttle in front o
f

Bhimasena

engaged in consuming my sons like a forest conflagration con
suming dry leaves and straw ? Who were they that surrounded
Bhima in battle , beholding my sons slain b

y

him one after

another like Death himself cutting o
ff a
ll

creatures ? ? I do

not fear Arjuna so much , or Krishna so much , or Sātyaki so

much , or him (viz . , Dhrishtadyumna ) so much who was born

o
f

the sacrificial fire , as I fear Bhima ? Tell me , O Sanjaya ,

who were those heroes that rushed against that blazing fire ,

represented b
y

Bhima , which so consumed my sons ? ' '

" Sanjaya said , — While the mighty car -warrior Bhimasena
was uttering those roars , themighty Karna ,unable to bear them ,
rushed a

t

him with a loud shout , stretching h
is

bow with

great force . Indeed , the mighty Karna , desirous of battle , dis
played his strength , 10 - 11 and checked Bhima ' s course like a tall
tree withstanding the tempest . The heroic Bhima also , behold
ing Vikartana ' s son before him , suddenly blazed u

p

in wrath

and sped a
t

him with great force many shafts whetted o
n

stone .

Karna received a
ll

those shafts and sped many in return . 12 - 18

At that encounter between Bhima and Karna , hearing the
sounds o

f

their palms , the limbs of all the struggling combat
ants , ca

r
-warriors , and horsemen , began to tremble . Indeed ,

hearing the terrible roars of Bhimasena o
n the field o
f battle , 14 - 16

even all the foremost o
f Kshatriyas regarded thewhole Earth and

the welkin to b
e

filled b
y

that noise . And at the fierce peats
uttered b

y

the high - souled son o
f

Pāndu , 96 the bows o
f all

warriors in that battle dropped o
n the Earth . And steeds and

elephants , O king , dispirited , ejected urine and excreta . Vari
ous frightful omens of evil then made their appearance . 17 – 13 The

* I . c . , using cars and elephants as weapons fo
r

destroying cars and
elephants . - T .
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welkin was covered with flights of vultures and Kankas during

that terrific encounter between Bhima and Karna." Then

Karna struck Bhima with twenty arrows, and quickly pierced
the latter 's charioteer also with five.20 Smiling , the mighty

and active Bhima then , in that battle , quickly sped at Karna
four and sixty arrows. Then Karna , O king , sped four shafts

at him . Bhima , bymeans of his straight shafts , cut them into
many fragments , Oking , displaying his lightness of hand.

Then Karna covered him with dense showers of arrows . -*

Thus covered by Karna , the mighty son of Pāndu , however ,

cut o
ff Karna ' s bow a
t

the handle , and then pierced Karna

with ten straight arrows . The Suta ' s so
n

then , that mighty

ca
r
-warrior of terrible deeds , taking u
p

another bow and string

ing it quickly , pierced Bhima in that battle (with many shafts ) .

Then Bhima , excited with rage struck the Suta ' s son with
great force in the chest with three straight shafts . With those

arrows sticking a
t

his breast , Karna looked beautiful , 24 27 0

bull o
f

Bharata ' s race , like a mountain with three tall summits .

Thus pierced with mighty shafts , blood began to flow from h
is

wounds like torrents o
f liquid red chalk adown the breast o
f

a mountain . Afflicted with those shafts shot with great force ,
Karna became agitated a little . ' Fixing a

n arrow then o
n

h
is

bow , he pierced Bhima again , O sire ! And once more h
e

began

to shoot arrows b
y

hundreds and thousands . 30 Suddenly shroud

e
d with shafts b
y

that firm bowman , viz . , Karna , the so
n

o
f

Pāndu , smiling the while , cut o
ff Karna ' s bowstring . And

then , with a broad -headed arrow , he despatched Karna ' s chariot
eer to the abode o

f

Yama . And that mighty car -warrior , vi
z . ,

Bhima , deprived the four steeds also o
f

Karna o
f

their lives . *

Themighty ca
r
-warrior Karna then , speedily jumping down , O

king , from h
is

steedless ca
r ,mounted the ca
r

o
f

Vrishasena . 38

The valiant Bhimasena then , having vanquished Karna in battle ,

uttered a loud shout deep a
s

the roar o
f

the clouds . 34 Hearing

that ruar , 0 Bhārata , Yudhishthira became highly gratified ,

knowing that Karna had been vanquished b
y

Bhimasena . * s And
the combatants o

f

the Pāndava army blew their conchs from
every side . Their enemies , vi
z
. , thy warriors , hearing that noise ,

roared loudly . Arjuna stretched Gāndiva , and Krishna blew
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Pānchajanya . Drowning , however , al
l

those sounds , the
noise made b

y

the roaring Bhima , 37 was , O king , heard b
y

a
ll

the combatants , O sire ! Then those two warriors , viz . ,

Karna and Bhima , each struck the other with straight shafts .

The so
n

o
f Rādhā , however , shot his shafts mildly , but the son

o
f

Pandu shot his with great force . " " 38

SECTION CXXX .

" Sanjaya said , — After that army had (thus ) been routed ,

and Arjuna and Sātwata and Bhimasena had a
ll

gone after

th
e

ruler o
f the Sindhus , thy son (Duryodhana ) proceeded to

wards Drona . ' And Duryodhana went to the preceptor , on his

single car , thinking , b
y

the way , of diverse duties . That car

o
f thy son , endued with the speed of the wind o
r thought , pro

ceeded with great celerity towards Drona . With eyes red in

wrath , thy son addressed the preceptor and said , 2 - 8 _ 0 grinder

o
f

foes , Arjuna and Bhimasena , and the unvanquished Sātyaki ,
and many mighty ca

r
-warriors , defeating all our troops , have

succeeded in approaching the ruler o
f the Sindhus ! Indeed ,

those mighty car -warriors , having vanquished a
ll

the troops ,

themselves unvanquished , are fighting even there ! O giver of

honors , how hast thou been trangressed b
y

both Sātyaki and

Bhima ? 4 - 6 O foremost o
f Brāhmanas , this thy defeat a
t the

hands o
f

Sātwata , of Arjuna , and o
f

Bhimasena , is , like the
drying o

f

the ocean , exceedingly wonderful in this world !

People are loudly asking , – [How , indeed , could Drona , that
master o

f

the science o
f arms , be vanquished ? j ? - 8 Even thus

are a
ll

the warriors speaking in depreciation o
f

thee ! Destruc

tion is certain fo
rmy luckless self in battle , ' when three car

warriors , 0 tiger among men , have in succession transgressed

thee ! When , however , all this hath happened , tell us what
thou hast to say o

n the business that awaits u
s
! What hath

happened , is past ! O giver o
f honors , think now o
f

what

remains ! Say quickly what should next be done fo
r

the ruler

o
f

the Sindhus o
n the present occasion , and le
t

what thou

sayest b
e quickly and properly carried out ! "
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“ Drona said , - Listen ,Ogreat king, to what I, having
reflected much , say unto thee about what should now be done !
As yet only three great car-warriors among the Pandavas have
transgressed us. We have as much fear behind those three as
we have before them .* There , however , where Krishna and
Dhananjaya are , our fears must be greater .' The Bharata
army hath been attacked both before and behind . In this pass I
think that the protection of the ruler of the Sindhus is what I
think our first duty.14 Jayadratha , afraid of Dhananjaya , de
serves of all to be protected by us ! The heroic Yuyudhāna
and Vrikodara have both gone against the ruler of the Sin

dhus. All this that hath come is the fruit of that match at
dice conceived by Cakuni's intellect . Neither victory n

o
r

defeat

took place in the (gaming ) assembly . 16 Now that we are engaged

in this sport , there will be victory o
r defeat ! Those innocent

things with which Cakuni had formerly played in the Kuru
assembly ? ? and which h

e

regarded a
s

dice , were in reality in

vincible shafts . Truly , there where , O sire , the Kauravas were
congregated , they were not dice , but terrible arrows capable of

mangling your bodies ! A
t present , however , o king , know

these combatants fo
r

players , these shafts fo
r

dice , 18 - 19 a
n
d

th
e

ruler o
f

the Sindhus , without doubt , O monarch , fo
r

th
e

stake ,

in this game o
f

battle ! Indeed , Jayadratha is the great stake

about which we are playing today with the enemy ? 20 Under

the circumstances , therefore , O monarch , all of us , becoming
reckless o

f

our very lives , should make due arrangements fo
r

the protection o
f

the ruler o
f

the Sindhus in battle ! E
n

gaged a
s we are in our present sport , it is here that we will

have victory o
r defeat , here , that is , where those great bowmen

are protecting the ruler o
f

the Sindhus ! Go thither , there
fore , with speed , and protect those protectors ( of Jayadratha ) !

A
s

regardsmyself , I will stay here , fo
r

despatching others ( to

the presence o
f Jayadratha ) " and checking the Pārchālas , th
e

Pāndus , and the Srinjayas united together ! — Thus commanded

* The fear behind them was from the Pandava army . The fear before

them was from the car warriors who had succeeded in penetrating the

Kuru host . - T
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by the preceptor , Duryodhana quickly proceeded ( to the place

indicated ) with his followers , resolutely setting his self to (the
accomplishment of ) a fierce task . The two protectors of the
wheels of Arjuna 's car, viz ., the Pānchāla princes Yudhāmanyu
and Uttamaujas ,24-25 were at that time proceeding towards
Savyasāchin by the skirts of the Kuru array. Thou mayst

remember , Oking, that formerly while Arjuna penetrated

thy host from desire of battle, those two princes , O monarch ,
had been checked in their progress by Kritāvarman . Now ,
the Kuru king beheld them proceeding by the skirts of his

host .26-37 Themighty Duryodhana of Bharata 's race lost no
time in engaging in a fierce battle with those two brothers thus

rushing furiously .28 Those two foremost of Kshatriyas , reput

ed as mighty ca
r
-warriors , then rushed , in that battle , at

Duryodhana , with outstretched bows . a9 Yudhāmanyu pierced
Duryodhana with twenty , and his four steeds with four shafts . 30

Daryodhana , however , with a single shaft , cut o
ff Yudhā

manyu ' s standard . And thy son then cut off the former ' s bow
also with another shaft . And then with a broad -headed arrow

the Kuru king felled Yudhāmanyu ' s charioteer from his niche

in the car . And then h
e pierced the four steeds o
f

the latter

with four shafts . 33 Then Yudhāmanyu , excited with wrath ,

quickly sped , in that battle , thirty shafts at the centre o
f thy

so
n ' s chest . 38 Then Uttamaujas also , excited with wrath , pierced

Duryodhana ' s charioteer with shafts decked with gold , and des
patched h

im

to Yama ' s abode . 34 Duryodhana also , O monarch ,

then slew the four steeds a
s

also the two Pārshni charioteers

o
f Uttamaujas the prince o
f

the Pānchālas . 85 Then Uttamau

ja
s , in that battle , becoming steedless and driverless , quickly

ascended the ca
r

o
f h
is

brother Yudhāmanyu . 86 Ascending o
n

the ca
r

o
f his brother , he struck Duryodhana ' s steeds with many

shafts . Slain therewith , those steeds fell down o
n the Earth . 87

Upon the fa
ll

o
f

his steeds , the valiant Yudhāmanyu then , by

a mighty weapon , quickly cut o
ff Duryodhana ' s bow , and then

(with another shaft ) his leathern fence . ? That bull among
men then , vi

z
. , thy son , jumping down from that steedless and

driverless car , took u
p
a mace and proceeded against the two

princes o
f

Pānchāla . Beholding that subjugator o
f

hostile
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“ Drona said ,— Listen , O great king, to what I, having
reflected much , say unto thee about what should now be done !
As yet only three great car -warriors among the Pāndavas have
transgressed us. We have as much fear behind those three as
we have before them .* There , however , where Krishna and
Dhananjaya are , our fears must be greater . The Bharata
army hath been attacked both before and behind . In this pass I
think that the protection of the ruler of the Sindhus is what I
think our first duty .'+ Jayadratha , afraid of Dhananjaya , de
serves of all to be protected by us ! The heroic Yuyudhāna

and Vrikodara have both gone against the ruler of the Sin
dhus.'s All this that hath come is the fruit of thatmatch at
dice conceived by Cakuni's intellect . Neither victory nor defeat
took place in the (gaming) assembly .16 Now that we are engaged

in this sport, there will be victory or defeat ! Those innocent
things with which Cakuni had formerly played in the Kuru
assembly ?? and which he regarded as dice, were in reality in
vincible shafts. Truly , there where , O sire , the Kauravas were
congregated , they were not dice , but terrible arrows capable of
mangling your bodies ! At present, however , 0 king , know
these combatants for players , these shafts fo

r

dice , 18 - 19 and the

ruler of the Sindhus , without doubt , O monarch , fo
r

the stake ,

in this game o
f battle ! Indeed , Jayadratha is the great stake

about which w
e

are playing today with the enemy ? 20 Under

the circumstances , therefore , O monarch , all of us , becoming

reckless o
f

our very lives , should make due arrangements fo
r

the protection o
f

the ruler o
f

the Sindhus in battle ! En
gaged a

s

we are in our present sport , it is here that we will
have victory o

r defeat , here , that is , where those great bowmen
are protecting the ruler of the Sindhus ! Go thither , there
fore , with speed , and protect those protectors ( of Jayadratha ) !

As regardsmyself , I will stay here , fo
r

despatching others ( to

the presence o
f Jayadratha ) as and checking the Pārchālas , the

Pāndus , and the Srinjayas united together ! — Thus commanded

* The fear behind them was from the Pāndava army . The fear before

them was from the car warriors who had suceceded in penetrating the

Kuru host . - T
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by the preceptor, Duryodhana quickly proceeded ( to the place

indicated ) with his followers , resolutely setting h
is self to (the

accomplishment o
f ) a fierce task . The two protectors o
f th
e

wheels o
f Arjuna ' s car , viz . , the Pānchāla princes Yudhāmanyu

and Uttamaujas , 24 - 25 were a
t

that time proceeding towards
Savyasāchin b

y

the skirts o
f

the Kuru array . Thou mayst

remember , Oking , that formerly while Arjuna penetrated

thy host from desire o
f

battle , those two princes , O monarch ,

had been checked in their progress b
y

Kritāvarman . Now ,

the Kuru king beheld them proceeding b
y

the skirts o
f his

host . 26 - 37 The mighty Duryodhana o
f Bharata ' s race lost no

time in engaging in a fierce battle with those two brothers thus
rushing furiously . 28 Those two foremost of Kshatriyas , reput

e
d

a
s mighty car -warriors , then rushed , in that battle , at

Duryodhana , with outstretched bows . Yudhāmanyu pierced
Duryodhana with twenty , and his four steeds with four shafts . 30

Duryodhana , however , with a single shaft , cut o
ff Yudhā

manyu ' s standard . And thy son then cut off the former ' s bow
also with another shaft . And then with a broad -headed arrow
the Kuru king felled Yudhāmanyu ' s charioteer from his niche

in th
e

car . And then he pierced the four steeds of the latter
with four shafts . 82 Then Yudhāmanyu , excited with wrath ,

quickly sped , in that battle , thirty shafts at the centre o
f thy

son ' s chest . 33 Then Uttamaujas also , excited with wrath , pierced
Duryodhana ' s charioteer with shafts decked with gold , and des
patched him to Yama ' s abode . 34 Duryodhana also , O monarch ,

then slew the four steeds a
s

also the two Pārshni charioteers

o
f Uttamaujas the prince o
f

the Panchālas . 85 Then Uttamau

ja
s , in that battle , becoming steedless and driverless , quickly

ascended th
e

car o
f his brother Yudhāmanyu . 86 Ascending o
n

the car o
f

his brother , he struck Duryodhana ’ s steeds with many

shafts . Slain therewith , those steeds fell down on the Earth . 87

Upon the fall o
f

his steeds , the valiant Yudhāmanyu then , b
y

a mighty weapon , quickly cut of
f

Duryodhana ' s bow , and then

(with another shaft ) his leathern fence . That bull among
men then , viz . , thy son , jumping down from that steedless and
driverless car , took u

p
a mace and proceeded against the two

princes o
f

Pānchāla . 99 Beholding that subjugator o
f

hostile
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towns thus advancing in wrath , both Yudhāmanyu and Uttamau

ja
s

jumped down from the terrace o
f

their car . ' Then Duryo
dhana , armed a

s h
e was with a mace , pressed down into the

Earth with thatmace that foremost of cars decked with gold ,

with steeds and driver and standard . * Thy son then , that
scorcher o

f foes , having thus crushed that car , steedless and
driverless a

s h
e himself was , quickly ascended the ca
r

o
f the

king o
f

the Madras . 48 Meanwhile those two mighty car
warriors , vi

z
. , those two foremost of Pānchāla princes , ascend

ing o
n two other cars , proceeded towards Arjuna . ' " 48

SECTION CXXXI .

" Sanjaya said , “During the progress , O monarch , of that
battle making the hair to stand o

n end , and when a
ll

the com

batants were filled with anxiety and greatly afflicted , the son

o
f

Rādhā , O bull of Bharata ' s race , proceeded against Bhima
for battle , like a

n infuriate elephant in the forest proceeding

against another infuriate elephant . "

“Dhritarāshtra said , — How raged that battle , in the neigh

bourhood o
f Arjuna ' s ca
r , between those two mighty car -war

riors , viz . , Bhima and Karna , both of whom are endued with
great strength ? Once before , Karna had been vanquished b

y

warrior Karna again proceed against Bhima ? * How also

could Bhima proceed against the Suta ' s son , that mighty war
rior who is reckoned the greatest o

f

car -warriors o
n Earth ?

Yudhishthira the son of Dharma , having prevailed over Bhish
ma and Drona , did not fear anybody else so much a

s the

Karna , he passeth his nights sleeplessly from fear ! How , then ,

could Bhima encounter that Suta ' s son in battle ? Indeed ,

o
f

warriors , that hero devoted to the Brāhmanas , endued with
energy , and never retreating from battle ? How , indeed , did
those two heroes ,viz . , the Suta ' s son and Vrikodara , fight with
each other in that encounter which took place in the vicinity o
f

Arjuna ' s ca
r
? ' Infermed before of his brotherhood (with the
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Påndavas ), the Suta 's son is, again , compassionate . Remember
ing also h

is
words to Kunti , how could h

e fight with Bhima ?

A
s

regards Bhima also , remembering al
l

the wrongs formerly

inflicted o
n

h
im b
y

the Suta ' s so
n , how d
id that hero fight

with Karna in battle ? " My so
n

Duryodhana , 0 Suta ,

hopeth that Karna will vanquish a
ll

the Pandavas in battle ?

H
e

upon whom my wretched so
n

resteth h
is hope of victory in

battle , how d
id h
e fight with Bhimasena o
f terrible deeds ? is

That Suta ' s son , relying upon whom my sons chose hostilities
with those mighty ca

r
-warriors ( viz . , the sons o
f

Pāndu ) , how

d
id Bhima fight with him ? 1
4 Indeed , remembering the diverse

wrongs and injuries done b
y

him , how did Bhima fight with
that son o

f
a Suta ? How , indeed , could Bhima fight with

that so
n

o
f
a Suta , who , endued with great valour , had for

merly subjugated the whole Earth o
n
a single ca
r
? 1
6 How d
id

Bhima fight with that son o
f
a Suta , who was born with a

(natural ) pair o
f

ear -rings ? 17 Thou art skilled in narration ,

O Sanjaya ! Tell me , therefore , in detail how the battle took
place between those two , and who amongst them obtained

the victory ? ' 18

"Sanjaya said , — 'Leaving Rådhā ' s son , that foremost of car
warriors , Bhimasena , desired to proceed to the place where those
two heroes , viz . , Krishna and Dhananjaya , were . The son of

Rādhā , however , rushing towards him a
s h
e proceeded , covered

him , O king , with dense showers o
f arrows like a cloud pouring

torrents o
f

rain o
n

a mountain . The mighty son o
f Adhi

ratha , hi
s

face beautiful as a full -blown lotus lighted u
p

with a

smile , challenged Bhimasena to battle , as th
e

latter was pro
ceeding . * ' And Karna said , - 0 Bhima , I dreamt not that thou
knowest how to fight ! Why then dost thou show me thy back

from desire o
fmeeting with Arjuna ? O delighter o
f the Pân

davas , this is scarcely fi
t

fo
r
a so
n

o
f Kunti ! Staying , therefore ,

where thou art , cover me with thy arrows ? " _ Bhimasena ,

hearing that challenge of Karna , brooked it not , but wheeling
his car a little , began to fight with the Suta ' s so

n
. 24 The

illustrious Bhimasena showered clouds of straight shafts . De
siring also to arrive a

t

the end o
f

those hostilities b
y

slaying

Karna , Bhima began to weaken that hero conversant with

5
0
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every weapon and clad in mail and staying before him fo
r

en
gaging in a single combat . The mighty Bhima , that scorcher

o
f

foes , that wrathful son o
f

Pându , having slain numerous
Kauravas , shot diverse showers o

f

fierce shafts a
t

Karna , O

sire ! 25 - 27 The Suta ' s son , endued with great strength . swal
lowed u

p , by means of the power of his own weapons , al
l

those

showers o
f

arrows shot b
y

that hero possessed o
f

the tread

o
f

a
n infuriate elephant . 28 Duly favoured b
y

knowledge , that
great bowman , vi

z
. , Karna , began in that battle , O monarch ,

to career like a preceptor ( o
f military science ) . 39 The wrathful

son o
f

Rādhā , smiling the while , seemed to mock Bhimasena

a
s

the latter was battling in great wrath . 30 The son o
f Kunti

brooked not that smile o
f

Karna in th
e

midst o
fmany brave

warriors witnessing from all sides that fight o
f

theirs . Like a

guide striking a huge elephant with a hook , the mighty Bhimi ,

excited with rage , pierced Karna whom h
e

had obtained within

reach ,with many calf -toothed shafts in the centre of the chest . * *

And once more Bhimasena pierced the Suta ' s son of variegated
armour with three and seventy well -shot and keen arrows equipt

with beautiful wings . Then the heroic Karna pierced Bhima ' s
steeds , fleet as the wind and cased in golden armour , each with
five shafts . 84 . And soon , within the twinkling o

f the eye , was
seen a network o

f

shafts about Bhima ' s car caused b
y

Karna . 35

Indeed , O monarch , those shafts shot from Karna ' s bow com
pletely shrouded that ca

r

with it
s

standard and driver and the

Pāndava himself . 36 Then Karna pierced the impenetrable a
r

mour o
f Bhima with four and sixty arrows . And excited with

rage h
e

then pierced Pārtha himself with many straight shafts

capable o
f penetrating into the very vitals . s ? The mighty -arm

e
d Vrikodara , however , disregarding those shafts shot from

Karna ' s bow , fearlessly struck the Suta ' s son . Pierced with
those shafts , resembling snakes of virulent poison , shot from
Karna ' s bow , Bhima , O monarch , felt no pain in that battle . 39

The valiant Bhima then , in that encounter , pierced Karna with
two and thirty broad -headed shafts o

f

keen points and fierce

energy . 40 Karna , however , with the greatest indifference ,

covered , in return , with his arrows , the mighty -armed Bhima
sena who was desirous o
f Jayadratha ' s slaughter . Indeed ,
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the son of Rādhā , in that encounter , fought mildly with Bhima,

angrily . The wrathful Bhimasena could not brook that disre
gard by Karna . Indeed , that slayer of foes quickly shot showers
of arrows at Rādhā 's son . Those arrows , sped in that encounter
by Bhimasena , fell on every limb of Karna like cooing birds .44
Indeed , those arrows equipt with golden wings and keen points,
shot from Bhimasena 's bow , covered the son of Rādhā like a
flight of insects covering a blazing fire.45 Karna, however, O
king , that foremost of car -warriors , thus covered a

ll

over with

those arrows , shot showers of fierce shafts in return , O Bhā

rata . 46 Then Vrikodara cut o
ff , with many broad -headed arrows ,

those shafts , resembling thunder -bolts , shot b
y

that ornament

o
f battle , before they could come at him . 47 That chastiser o
f

foes , viz . , Karna the son o
f

Vikartana , once more , O Bhārata ,

covered Bhimasena with his arrowy showers . 48 We then , O

Bhārata , beheld Bhima so pierced in that encounter with arrows

a
s

to resemble a porcupine with it
s quills erect o
n it
s body . * 49

Like the Sun holding his own rays , the heroic Bhima held in that
battle a

ll

those shafts , whetted on stone and equipt with wings of

gold , that were shot from Karna ' s bow . so All his limbs bathed

in blood , Bhimasena looked resplendent like an Açoka tree in

spring decked with it
s flowery burthen . 52 . The mighty -armed

Bhima could not brook that conduct , in battle , of the mighty
armed Karna . Rolling his eyes in wrath , 62 he pierced Karna
with five and twenty long shafts . Thereupon Karna looked like

a white mountain with many snakes o
f

virulent poison (hanging

from it
s

sides ) . And once more Bhimasena , endued with the
prowess o

f
a celestial , pierced the Suta ' s son who was prepared

to la
y

down his life in battle , with six and then with eight

arrows . 54 And , again , with another arrow , the valiant Bhima
sena qnickly cut o

ff Karna ' s bow , smiling the while . " And

h
e

slew also with his shafts the four steeds o
f

Karna and then

his charioteer , and then pierced Karna himself in the chest with

a number o
f long shafts endued with the effulgence o
f the

* Many of the Bengal texts have Calabhairiva . This is a mistake , the
word being Calala , and not Calabha which would b

e unmeaning here . - T .
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Sun .So Those winged shafts, piercing through Karna 's body ,
entered the Earth , like the rays of the Sun piercing through
the clouds.67 AMicted with arrows and his bow cut o

ff , Karna ,

though proud o
f

his manliness , felt great pain and proceeded

to another car . ' ” 88
SECTION CXXXII .

“ Dhritarāshtra said , — 'What , indeed , O Sanjaya , did Duryo
dhana sa

y

when h
e

saw that Karna turning away from the field

upon whom my sons had reposed all their hopes o
f victory ? "

How , indeed , di
d

the mighty Bhima , proud o
f

h
is energy ,

fight ? What also , O son , di
d

Karna do after this , beholding
Bhimasena in that battle resemble a blazing fire ?

“ Sanjaya said , - Mounting upon another car that was duly
equipt , Karna once more proceeded against the son o

f

Pāndu ,

with the fury o
f

the ocean tossed b
y

the tempest . ' Beholding
Adhiratha ' s so

n

excited with rage , thy sons , 0 king , regarded
Bhimasena to b

e already poured a
s
a libation o
n the (Karna - )

fire . * With furious twang o
f bowstring and terrible sounds o
f

h
is palms , the son of Rādhā shot dense showers of shafts to

wards Bhimasena ' s car . And once more , O monarch , a terrible
encounter took place between the heroic Karna and the high

souled Bhima . Both excited with wrath , both endued with
mighty -arms , each desirous of slaying the other , those two war .

riors looked a
t

each other as if resolved to burn each other

with their (wrathful ) glances . ' The eyes of both were red in

rage , and both breathed fiercely , like a couple o
f

snakes . En
dued with great heroism , those two chastisers o

f foes approach

e
d and mangled each other . Indeed , they fought with each

other like two hawks endued with great activity , or like two
Carabhas excited with wrath . ' Then that chastiser of foes , viz . ,

Bhima , recollecting a
ll

the woes suffered b
y

him o
n the occa

sion o
f thematch at dice , and during h
is

exile in th
e

woods

and residence in Virāta ' s city , ' ' and bearing in mind the rob
bing o
f

their kingdom swelling with prosperity and gems b
y thy

sons , and th
e

numerous other wrongs inflicted o
n th
e

Panda
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vas by thee and the Suta 's son ," and remembering also the
fact that thou hadst conspired to burn the innocent Kunti with

her sons , and calling to hismemory the sufferings of Krishnā in
the midst of the assembly at the hands of those wretches ," as
also the seizure of her tresses by Duscāsana and the harsh
speeches uttered , 0 Bhārata , by Karna ,'' to the effect — Take
thou another husband , for a

ll thy husbandsare dead : the sons

o
f

Prithā have sunk into hell and are like sesamum seeds

without kernel , ' * — remembering also those other words , O son

o
f Kuru , that the Kauravas uttered in thy presence , and the

fact also that thy sons had been desirous of enjoying Krishnă a
s

slave , ' and those harsh words that Karna spoke to the sons of

Pāndu when the lattter , attired in deer -skins , were about to b
e

banished to the woods , " and the brag in which thy wrathful
and foolish so

n , himself in prosperity , indulged , regarding the
distressed sons of Prithā a

s

veritable straw , " indeed , the vir
tuous Bhima , that slayer of foes , remembering these and al

l

the

woes h
e

had suffered since his childhood , became reckless o
f

h
is very life . ' Stretching h
is invincible and formidable bow

the back o
f

whose staff was decked with gold , Vrikodara , that
tiger o . Bharata ' s race , utterly reckless o

f

his life , rushed
against Karna . ' s Shooting dense showers o

f bright arrows
whetted o

n stone , Bhima shrouded the very light of the Sun . Sº

Adhiratha ' s son , however , smiling the while , quickly baftled ,

b
y

means o
f

his own winged arrows whetted o
n stone , that

arrowy downpour o
f

Bhimasena . " Endued with great strength
and mighty arms , that mighty car -warrior , vi

z
. , the son o
f

Adhiratha , then pierced Bhima with nine keen arrows . "

Struck with those arrows like a
n elephant struck with the hook ,

Vrikodara fearlessly rushed against the Suta ' s son . Karna ,

however , in wrath , rushed against that bull among the Pānda
vas who was thus rushing towards h

im with great impetuosity

and force , like a
n infuriate elephant against an infuriate com

peer . 24 Blowing his conch then whose blast resembled the
sound o

f
a hundred trumpets , Karna cheerfully agitated the

force that supported Bhima , like the raging se
a
. " Beholding

that force of hi
s , consisting of elephants and steeds and cars and

foot -soldiers , thus agitated b
y

Karna , Bhima , approaching th
e
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former , covered him with arrows." Then Karna caused h
is

own steeds o
f the hue o
f

swans to b
e mingled with those o
f

Bhimasena o
f the hue of bears , and shrouded the son of Pāndu

with h
is shafts . " Beholding those steeds of the hue of bears

and fleet a
s

the wind , mingled with those o
f

Karna o
f

the hue

o
f swans , cries of oh and alas arose from among the troops o
f

thy sons . Those steeds , fleet a
s the wind , thus mingled to

gether , looked exceedingly beautiful ,like white and black clouds ,

O monarch ,mingled together in the firmament , ? Beholding

Karna and Vrikodara to be both excited with wrath , the great
car -warriors o

f thy army began to tremble with fear . The
field o

f

battle where they fought soon became awful like the

domains o
f Yama . Indeed , O best of Bharatas , it became a
s

frightful to behold a
s the city o
f the king o
f the dead . The

great ca
r
-warriors o
f thy army , looking upon that scene a
s if

they were spectators o
f
a sport in an arena , beheld not any o
f

the two to gain any advantage over th
e

other in that dreadful

encounter . They only beheld , o king , that mingling and
clash o

f themighty weapons of those two warriors , as a result ,

O monarch , of the evil policy o
f thyself and thy so
n

1
8
3

Those two slayers o
f

foes continued to cover each other with

their keen shafts . Both endued with wonderful prowess , they
filled the welkin with their arrowy downpours . 84 Those two
mighty car -warriors shooting a

t

each other keen shafts from

desire of taking each other ' s life , became exceedingly beautiful

to behold like two clouds pouring torrents o
f

rain . Those two
chastisers of foes , shooting gold -decked arrows ,made the wel
kin look bright , O king , as if with blazing meteors . 36 Shafts
equipt with vulturine feathers , shot by those two heroes , look

e
d like rows of excited cranes in the autumn sky87 Meanwhile

Krishna and Dhananjaya , those chastisers foes ,engaged in battle

with the Suta ' s son , thought the burthen too great fo
r

Bhima

to bear . 98 As Karna and Bhima , fo
r

baffling each other ' s shafts ,

shot these arrows a
t

each other , many elephants and steeds and

men , deeply struck therewith , fell down deprived o
f

life . ' And

in consequence o
f those falling and fallen creatures deprived o
f

life and counting b
y

thousands , a great carnage , O king , took
place in the army of thy sons . 4 . And soon . O bull o
f

Bharata ' s
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race , the field of battle became covered with the bodies of men

SECTION CXXXIII.

"Dhritarāshtra said , 'I regard Bhimasena 's prowess to be
exceedingly wonderful , inasmuch as he suceeded in battling

with Karna of singular activity and energy. Indeed , O San
jaya, tell mewhy that Karna , who is capable of resisting in
in battle the very celestials with the Yakshas and Asuras

and men , armed with a
ll

kinds o
f weapons , could not vanquish

in battle Pāndu ' s son Bhima blazing with resplendence ? a - 3

O tell me , how that battle took place between them in

which each staked his very lif
e . I think that in a
n encounter

between two , success is within reach o
f both a
s , indeed , both

a
re liable to defeat . * * O Suta , obtaining Karna in battle ,my

so
n

Suyodhana always ventures to vanquish the sons o
f

Prithā

with Govinda and the Sātwatas ! Hearing , however , of the
repeated defeat in battle o

f Karna b
y

Bhimasena o
f terrible

deeds , a swoon seems to come upon me ! I think the Kaura
vas to b

e already slain , in consequence of the evil policy of my

so
n
! Karna will never succeed , O Sanjaya , in vanquishing

those mighty bowmen , vi
z
. , the sons of Prithā ! In all the

battles that Karna has fought with the sons of Pāndu , the latter
have invariably defeated h

im o
n

th
e

field . Indeed , O so
n , the

Pāndavas are incapable o
f being vanquished b
y

the very gods

with Vāsava at their head ! Alas , my wicked son Duryodhana

knoweth it not ! Having robbed Prithā ' s son , who is like the
Lord o

f the treasures himself , of his wealth , my son o
f

little
intelligence seeth not the fall like a searcher o

f honey in the

mountains ) . Conversant with deceit , he regardeth it to b
e

irrevocably his and always insulteth the Pāndavas . " Myself
also , of unrefined soul , overcome with affection fo

r my children ,

scrupled not to despise the high -souled sons of Pāndu that are

* I render the second line of 4 too freely . The sense seems to be that
when two persons fight , o

n
e

cannot sa
y

beforehand who will succeed .

Both have chances of success a
s , indeed , both have chances of defeat . - T .
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observant of morality !18 Yudhishthira the so
n

o
f Prithā , of

great foresight , always showed himself desirous of peace . M
y

sons , however , regarding him incapable , despised h
im . " Bear

in
g

in mind a
ll

those woes and a
ll

the wrongs (sustained b
y

th
e

Pāndavas ) , the mighty -armed Bhimasena battled with the

Suta ' s son ! Tellme , therefore , O Sanjaya , how Bhima and
Karna , those two foremost of warriors , fought with each other ,

desirous o
f taking each other ' s life ! "

" Sanjaya said , - Hear , 0 king , how the battle took place

between Karna and Bhima which resembled a
n encounter b
e

tween two elephants in the forest desirous o
f slaying each

other . The so
n

o
f Vikartana , O king , excited with rage and

putting forth h
is prowess , pierced that chastiser o
f

foes , viz . ,

the angry Bhima o
f

great prowess , with thirty shafts . " In

deed , O chief of Bharata ' s race , Vikartana ' s son struck Bhima
with many arrows o

f

keen points , decked with gold , and endued
with great impetuosity . ' Bhima , however , with three sharp
shafts cut off the bow o

f Karna as the latter was engaged in

striking him . And with a broad -headed arrow the son of Pandu
then felled o

n the Earth Karna ' scharioteer from his niche in the
car . ' The son of Vikartana , then , desirous of slaying Bhima
sena , seized a dart whose shaft was decked with gold and stones

o
f lapis lazuli . o Grasping that fierce dart , which resembled

a second dart of Death , and uplifting and aiming it , themighty
son o

f

Rādhā " hurled it at Bhimasena with a force sufficient to

take away Bhima ' s life . Hurling that dart like Purandara
hurling the thunder - bolt , Rādhā ' s sona o

f great strength utter

e
d
a loud roar . Hearing that roar thy sons became filled with

delight . 28 Bhima . however , with seven swift arrows , cu
t

o
ff

in the welkin that dart endued with the effulgence o
f the Sun

o
r

fire , hurled from the hands of Karna . * 4 Cutting o
ff that

dart resembling a snake just freed from it
s slough , Bhima ,

O sire , as if on the look out fo
r

taking the life -breaths o
f

the

Suta ' s son , as sped , in great wrath , many shafts in that battle

that were equipt with peacock feathers and golden wings , an
d

each o
f

which , whetted o
n stone , resembled the ro
d

o
f Yama . "

Karna also o
f great energy , taking u
p

another formidable

bow the back o
f

whose staff was decked with gold , and draw
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ing it with force , shot many shafts .” The son of Pāndu , how
ever , cu

t

o
ff a
ll

those arrows with nine straight arrows o
f his

onn . Having cu
t

o
ff , O ruler of men , those mighty shafts shot

b
y

Vasushena , Bhima , O monarch , uttered a loud roar like that

o
f
a lion . Roaring at each other like two mighty bulls for the

sake o
f
a cow in season , 28 - 89 or like two tigers for the sake o
f

the same piece o
f

meat , they endeavoured to strike each other ,

each being desirous o
f finding the other ' s laches . " At times

they looked a
t

each other with angry eyes like two mighty bulls

in a cowpen . Then like two huge elephants striking each other
with the points of their tusks , 81 they encountered each other

with shafts shot from their bows drawn to the fullest stretch .

Scorching each other , O king , with their arrowy showers , they
put forth their prowess upon each other , eyeing each other in

great wrath . " Sometimes laughing a
t

each other and sometimes

rebuking each other , and sometimes blowing their conchs , they
continued to fight with each other . " Then Bhima once more

cu
t

o
ff Karna ' s bow a
t

the handle , O sire , and despatched b
y

means o
f his shafts the latter ' s steeds , white as conchs , to the

abode o
f

Yama . 84 And the son o
f

Pāndu also felled his
enemy ' s charioteer from his niche in the ca

r
. Then Karna the

son o
f

Vikartana , made steedless and driverless , and covered in

that battle (with shafts ) , became plunged into great anxiety .

Stupified b
y

Bhima with his arrowy showers , he knew not what

to d
o . 35 - 36 Beholding Karna placed in that distressful plight ,

king Duryodhana , trembling with wrath , commanded (his
brother ) Durjaya , saying , 87 _ Go , O Durjaya ! There the son

o
f Pându is about to devour the son o
f

Rādhā ! Slay that

beardless eunuch soon , and infuse strength into Karna ! 58

Thus addressed , thy son Durjaya , saying unto Duryodhana

S
o

b
e
it , - - rushed towards Bhimasena engaged (with Karna )

and covered him with arrows . 89 And Durjaya struck Bhima
with nine shafts , his steeds with eight , his driver with si

x , his
standard with three , and once more Bhima himself with seven . 40

Then Bhimasena , excited with wrath , piercing with his shafts
the very vitals o

f Durjaya and his steeds and driver , despatched
them to Yama ' s abode . 4 : Then Karna , weeping in grief , cir

oumambulated that son o
f thine , who , docked with ornaments ,

51
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la
y

o
n the Earth , writhing like a snake . “ Bhima then ,having

made that deadly fo
e

o
f

his , viz . , Karna , carless , smilingly

covered him with shafts and made him look like a Catāghni

with numberless spikes o
n it . The Atiratha Karna , however ,

that chastiser of foes , though thus pierced with arrows , di
d

not

yet avoid the enraged Bhima in that battle . ' " 44

SECTION CXXXIV .

" Sanjaya said , — The carless Karna , thus once more co
m

pletely defeated b
y

Bhima , mounted another car and speedily
began to pierce the son o

f

Pāndu . ' Like two huge elephants
encountering each other with the points o

f their tusks , they
struck each other with shafts shot from their bows drawn to

the fullest stretch . Then Karna , striking Bhimasena with
showers o

f

shafts , uttered a loud roar , and once more pierced

him in the chest . ' Bhima , however , in return , pierced Karna
with ten straight arrows and once more with twenty straight

arrows . " Then Karna , piercing Bhima , Oking , with nine
arrows in the centre o

f

the chest , struck the latter ' s standard
with a sharp shaft . The son o

f Prithả then pierced -Karna

in return with three and sixty arrows , like a guide striking a
mighty elephant with the hook o

r
a rider striking a steed with

the whip . Deeply pierced , O king , b
y

the illustrious so
n

o
f

Pāndu , the heroic Karna began to lick with his tongue the

corners o
f

hismouth , and his eyes became red in rage . Then ,

O monarch , Karna sped a
t

Bhimasena , for his destruction , &

shaft capable o
f piercing every body like Indra hurling h
is

thunderbolt . That shaft epuipt with beautiful feathers , sped

from th
e

bow o
f

the Suta ' s son , piercing Pārtha in that battle ,

sank deep into the Earth . ' Then the mighty -armed Bhima , with
eyes red in wrath , hurled without a moment ' s reflection , at the
Suta ' s son , a heavy si

x -sided mace , decked with gold ,measuring

full four cubits in length , and resembling the bolt o
f

Indra in

force . Indeed , like Indra slaying the Asuras with h
is

thunder

bolt , that hero of Bharata ' s race , excited with wrath , slew with
that mace the well - trained steeds , o
f

the foremost breed , of

Adhiratha ' s son . Then , O bull of Bharata ' s race , the mighty
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armed Bhima , with a couple of razor -faced arrows,10-18 cut of
f

the standard o
f Karna . And then h
e

slew , with a number of

shafts , his enemy ' s charioteer . Abandoning that steedless and
driverless and standardless car , ' * Karna , O Bhārata , cheerlessly
stood o

n the Earth , drawing his bow . The prowess that w
e

then beheld o
f Rādhā ' s son was extremely wonderful , 24 in

asmuch a
s

that foremost o
f

car -warriors , though deprived o
f

ca
r
, continued to resist his foe . Beholding that foremost of

men , viz . , th
e

so
n

o
f Adhiratha , deprived of his ca
r , ' s Duryo

dhana , O monarch , said unto (his brother ) Durmukha , — There ,

O Durmukha , the so
n

o
f

Rādhā hath been deprived o
f

h
is

ca
r

b
y

Bhimasena ! " Furnish that foremost o
f

men , that mighty
car -warrior , with a car ! - Hearing these words o

f Duryodhana ,

thy son Durmukha , 0 Bhārata , " ? quickly proceeded towards
Karna and covered Bhima with his shafts . Beholding Dur
mukha desirous o

f supporting the Sutu ' s son in that battle , " s

the son o
f

the Wind -god was filled with delight and began to

lick the corners o
f hismouth . Then resisting Karna the while

with h
is

shafts , " the son o
f Pāndu quickly sped his car

towards Durmukha . And in that moment , О king , with nine
straight arrows o

f

keen points , Bhima despatched Durmukha

to Yama ' s abode . Upon Durmukha ' s slaughter , the son o
f

Adhiratha mounted upon the car o
f that prince , and looked

resplendent ,Oking , like the blazing Sun , Beholding Dur
mukha lying prostrate o

n the field , his very vitals pierced (with

shafts ) , and his body bathed in blood , Karna with tearful eyes
abstained for a moment from the fight . Circumambulating the

fallen prince and leaving him there , 31 - 28 the heroic Karna began

to breathe long and hot breaths and knew not what to d
o .

Seizing that opportunity , O king , Bhimasena sped at the Suta ' s

so
n

four and ten long shafts equipt . with vulturine feathers .

Those blood -drinking shafts of golden wings , endued with great
force , illumining the te

n points a
s they coursed through the

welkin , pierced the armour of the Suta ' s son , and drank his

lif
e
-blood , O king 2
4 - 36 and passing through h
is body , sank

into the Earth and looked resplendent like angry snakes , O

monarch , urged o
n b
y

Death himself , ? ? with half their bodies
inserted within their holes . Then the son o

f

Rădhā , without
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reflecting amoment, pierced Bhima in return with four and te
n

fierce shafts decked with gold . Those fierce winged arrows ,

piercing through Bhima ' s right arm , 48 - 38 entered the Earth like
birds entering a grove of trees . Striking against the Earth ,

those arrows looked resplendent , sº like the blazing rays of the

Sun while proceeding towards the Asta hills . Pierced in that

battle with those a
ll
-piercing arrows , Bhima ' s began to shed

copious streams of blood like a mountain ejecting streams of

water . Then Bhima pierced the Suta ' s son in return with

three shafts endued with the impetuosity o
f Garuda , and h
e

pierced the latter ' s charioteer also with seven . Then , o king ,

Karna thus afflicted with Bhima ' s might , became exceedingly
distressed . 82 – 18 And that illustrious warrior then fied , forsaking

the battle , borne away b
y

h
is

fleet steeds . The Atiratha
Bhimasena , however , drawing his bow decked with gold , stayed

in battle , looking resplendent like a blazing fire . ' " * *
SECTION CXXXV .

"Dhritarăshtra said , ' I think Destiny is supreme . Fie o
n

Exertion which is useless , inasmuch a
s the son o
f

Adhiratha ,
though fighting resolutely , could not vanquish the son o

f Pān

d
u
! ! _ Karna boasts of his competence to vanquish in battle a
ll

the Pārthas with Govinda amongst them . I do not , in the
world , see another warrior like Karna ! — I often heard Duryo
dhana speak in this strain . Indeed , 0 Suta , the wretched
Duryodhana used to tell me formerly , – Karna is a mighty hero ,

a firm bowman , above a
ll fatigue . If I have that Vasushena

formy ally , the very gods will not be a match for me , what
need b

e

said , therefore , O monarch , o
f

the sons o
f

Pandu that

are weak and heartless ? — Tell me , therefore , O Sanjaya ,what
did Duryodhana say beholding that Karna defeated and looking

like a snake deprived o
f

it
s

poison and flying away from battle !

Alas , deprived o
f his senses , Duryodhana despatched the un

supported Durmukha , unacquainted though he was with battle ,

into that fiery encounter like an insect into the blazing fi
re ! 0

Sanjaya , even Acwatthāman and the ruler o
f

the Madras and

Kripa , united together , cannot stay before Bhimasena ! Even
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these know the terrible might , equal to that of ten thousand
elephants , of Bhima endued with the energy of Marut himself ,
as also h

is
cruel intents ! Why would those warriors , acquaint

o
d with Bhima ' s might , wrath , and energy , provoke the ir
e ,

in battle , of that hero of cruel deeds , that warrior resembling

Yama himself a
s

the latter becomes a
t

the end o
f the Yuga ?

It seems that the Suta ' s son , the mighty -armed Karna alone ,

relying o
n

the prowess o
f

h
is

own arms , 8 - 10 fought in battle

with Bhimasena , disregarding the latter . That son o
f Pāndu

who vanquished Karna in battle like Purandara vanquishing a
n

Asura , is incapable of being vanquished b
y

anybody in fight ,

Who is there that would , hopeful of life , approach that Bhima
who , in Arjuna ' s quest , alone entered my host , having grinded
Drona himself ? Who , indeed , is there , O Sanjaya , that would
dare stay in the face o

f Bhima ? 12 - 13 Who is there among the

A8uras that would venture to stay before the great Indra with

the thunderbolt uplifted in his hand ? * A man may return ,

having entered the abode o
f

the king o
f

the dead . 14 None ,

however , can return having encountered Bhimasena ! Those
men o

f

weak prowess who senselessly rushed against the angry

Bhimasena were like insects falling upon a blazing fire . With
out doubt , reflecting upon what the angry and the fierce

Bhima had said in the assembly in the hearing o
f

the Kurus
about the slaughter o

fmy sons , and beholding the defeat o
f

Karna , ! - 17 Duscāsana and his brothers ceased to encounter

Bhima from fear ! That wicked so
n

also o
f

mine , O Sanjaya ,

who repeatedly said in the assembly (these words , vi
z
. , )

Karna and Duscāsana and I myself will vanquish the
Pānduvas in buttle , — without doubt , beholding Karna defeated
and deprived o

f

his car b
y

Bhima , 18 - 19 is consumed with grief

in consequence o
f

his rejection o
f

Krishna ' s suit ! t Beholding
his mail -clad brothers slain in battle b

y

Bhimasena , in conse
quence o

f his own fault , without doubt ,my so
n

is burning with

The genius o
f

the two languages being entirely different , I give th
e

sense o
f

the first line of 14 separately , without seeking to connect it ,

in the assertive form , with the second half o
f

1
3 . - T .

+ Literally , " disregard of Krishna . " - T .
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grief ! Who that is desirous of life will make a hostile advance
against Pāndu 's son " Bhima excited with wrath and armed with
terrible weapons and standing in battle like Death himself ?
A man may escape from the very jaws of the Vadavă fire.**
But it is my belief that no one can escape from before Bhima 's
face ! Indeed , neither Pārtha , nor the Pānchālas , nor Kecava,

nor Sātyaki," when excited with wrath in battle , shows the
least regard fo

r
(his ) lif
e . Alas , 0 Suta , the very lives ofmy

sons are in danger ! * *

“ Sanjaya said , — Thou , O Kauravya , that art thus grieving

in view o
f

the present carnage , thou , without doubt , art the
root o

f

this destruction o
f

the world ! * * Obedient to the coun

sels o
f thy sons , thou hast thyself provoked this fierce hosti

lity . Though urged ( b
y

well -wishing friends ) , thou acceptedst

not the proper medicine like a man fated to di
e
! O monarch ,

O best o
f

men , having thyself drunk the fiercest and the most
indigestible poison , take thou a

ll

it
s consequences now ! * *

The combatants are fighting to the best o
f

their might : still

thou speakest il
l
o
f

them ! Listen , however , to me a
s I des

cribe to thee how the battle raged . "

“ Beholding Karna defeated b
y

Bhimasena , five of thy sons ,
those uterine brothers that were great bowmen , could not , O
sire , brook it . " They were Durmarshana and Dussaha and

Durmada and Durdhara and Jaya . Clad in beautiful rail , al
l

o
f

them rushed against the so
n

o
f Pāndu . 3º Encompassing the

mighty -armed Vrikodara o
n a
ll

sides , they shrouded all the
points o

f

the compass with their shafts looking like flights o
f

locusts . Bhimasena , however , in that battle , smilingly re

ceived those princes o
f celestial beauty thus rushing suddenly

against him . " Beholding thy sons advancing against Bhima

sena , Rādhā ' s son Karna rushed against that mighty -warrior , * *

shooting arrows o
f

keen points that were equipt with golden

wings and whetted o
n stone . Bhima , however , quickly rushed

against Karna , though resisted b
y

thy sons . 34 Then the Kurus ,

surrounding Karna , covered Bhimasena with showers of straight

shafts . With five and twenty arrows , O king , Bhima , armed
with his formidable bow , despatched a

ll

those bulls among men

to Yama ' s abode with their steeds and charioteers . Fall



BADAA PARVA . ] 407DRONA PARYA .
in
g

down from their cars along with their charioteers

, their
lifeless forms looked like large trees with their variegated

weight o
f

flowers uprooted b
y

the tempest . " The prowess that
we then beheld o

f Bhimasena was exceedingly wonderful , inas

much a
s , resisting Adhiratha ' s son the while , he slew those sons

o
f thine . " Resisted b
y

Bhima with whetted arrows o
n all

sides , the Suta ' s son , O king , only looked at Bhima . " Bhima
sena also , with eyes re

d

in wrath , began to cast angry glances

o
n Karna , stretching his formidable bow the while . ' " 40

SECTION CXXXVI .

" Sanjaya said , Beholding thy sons lying ( on the field ) ,

Karna o
f great prowess , filled with great wrath , became hope

less of his life . ' And Adhiratha ' s son regarded himself guilty ,

seeing thy sons slain before his eyes in battle b
y

Bhima . ' Then
Bhimasena , recollecting the wrongs formerly inflicted b

y
Karna ,

became filled with rage and began with deliberate care to

pierce Karna with many keen arrows . ' Then Karna , piercing
Bhima with five arrows , smiling the while , once more pierced

h
im with seventy arrows equipt with golden wings and whetted

o
n stona ' Disregarding those shafts shot by Karna , Vrikodara

pierced the son o
f

Rādhā in that battle with a hundred straight

keen arrows , Bhima , O sire , cut of
f

with a broad -headed arrow

the bow o
f

the Suta ' s son . The cheerless Karna then , O

Bhārata , taking up another bow , shrouded Bhimasena o
n all

sides with his arrows . ' Then Bhima , slaying Karna ' s steeds
and charioteer , laughed a loud laugh , having thus counteracted
Karna ' s feats . Then that bull amongst men , viz . , Bhima , cut

o
ff with his arrows the bow o
f Karna . That bow , o king , of

loud twang and the back o
f

whose staff was decked with gold ,

fell down (from his hand ) . ' Then the mighty car -warrior Karna
alighted from his car and taking u

p
a mace in that battle

wrathfully hurled it at Bhima . Beholding thatmace , O king ,

impetuously coursing towards him , Vrikodara resisted it with

his arrows in the sight o
f

a
ll

the troops . " Then the son o
f

Pāndu , gifted with great prowess and exerting himself with
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great activity , sped a thousand arrows at the Sutu 's son ,desirous
of taking the latter's life.' Karna , however , in that dreadful
battle , resisting al

l

those shafts with his own , cut o
ff Bhima ' s

armour also with his arrows . " And then h
e pierced Bhima

with five and twenty small shafts in the sight of a
ll

the troops .

All this seemed exceedingly wonderful . " Then , O monarch ,

Bhima , excited with rage , sped nine straight shafts a
t

the

Suta ' s son . " Those keen shafts , piercing through Karna ' s coat

o
f mail and right arm , entered the Earth like snakes into a
n

anthill . " Shrouded with showers of shafts shot from Bhima
sena ' s bow , Karna once more turned his back upon Bhimasena . "

Beholding the Suta ' s son turn back and flying away o
n foot ,

covered a
ll

over with the arrows o
f Kunti ' s son , Duryodhana

said , 18 — Go y
e quickly from all sides towards the car of Rādhā ' s

son ! - Then , o king , thy sons , hearing these words of their
brother that were to them a surprise , ' ' rushed towards the son

o
f

Pāndu fo
r

battle , shooting showers of shafts . They were
Chitra , and Upachitra , and Chāruchitra , and Carāsana , and
and Chitrāyudha , and Chitravarman . All of them were well
versed in every mode o

f

warfare . The mighty car -warrior
Bhimasena , however , felled each o

f

those sons o
f

thine thus

rushing against him with a single arrow . Deprived o
f

life ,

they fell down o
n the Earth like trees uprooted b
y
a tempest . " - 45

Beholding those sons o
f thine , all mighty car -warriors , O king ,

thus slain , Karna , with tearful face , recollected the words o
f

Vidura . " Mounting upon another car that was duly equipt ,

Karna , endued with great prowess , quickly proceeded against
the son o

f

Pāndu in battle . 34 Piercing each other with whetted

arrows equipt with wings o
f

gold , the two warriors looked
resplendent like two masses o

f

clouds penetrated b
y

the rays

o
f

the sun . Then the son o
f

Pandu excited with rage ,

cut o
ff

the armour o
f

the Suta ' s son with si
x

and thirty

broad -headed arrows o
f great sharpness and fierce energy . "

The mighty -armed Suta ' s son also , O bull of Bharata ' s race ,

pierced the son o
f Kunti with fifty straight arrows . " The

two warriors then , smeared with red sandal paste , with many a

wound caused b
y

each other ' s arrows , and covered also with
gore , looked resplendent like the risen sun and the moon . "

W
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Their coats of mail cut of
f b
y

means o
f

arrows , and their bodies
covered with blood , Karna and Bhima then looked like a couple

o
f

snakes just freed from their sloughs . Indeed , those two
tigers among men mangled each other with their arrows like

two tigers mangling each other with their teeth . The two
heroes incessantly showered their shafts like two masses o

f

clouds pouring torrents o
f

rain . 30 Those two chastisers o
f foes

tore each other ' s body with their arrows like two elephants tear
ing each other with the points of their tusks . 81 Roaring a

t

each other and showering their arrows upon each other ,those two
foremost o

f

car -warriors seemed to sport with each other , caus
ing their cars to trace beautiful circles . They resembled a

couple o
fmighty bulls roaring at each other in the presence o
f

a cow in her season . Indeed , those two lions among men then
looked like a couple o

f mighty lions endued with great prowess . ? 5

Casting their glances upon each other with eyes red in wrath ,

those two warriors endued with great energy fought o
n like

Cakra and Virochana ' s son (Prahlada ) . 34 Then , o king , the
mighty -armed Bhima , as he stretched his bow with his two
hands , looked like a cloud charged with lightning . 85 Then the
mighty Bhima cloud , having the twang o

f

the bow fo
r

it
s

thunder and incessant showers o
f

arrows for it
s rainy downpour ,

covered , O king , the Karna mountain . 86 And once more Pāndu ' s

so
n

Bhima o
f

terrible prowess , O Bhārata , shrouded Karna
with a thousand shafts shot from his bow . 37 And a

s h
e

shroud

e
d Karna with his winged shafts equipt with Kanka feathers .

thy sons witnessed his extraordinary prowess . 88 Gladdening
Pārtha himself and the illustrious Keçava and Sātyaki and the
two protectors o

f

the (two ) wheels ( o
f Arjuna ' s car ) , Bhima

fought even thus with Karna . s . Beholding the prowess , the
might o

f

arms , and the perseverance o
f

Bhima who knew h
is

own self , thy sons , O monarch , al
l

became cheerless . " " 40

SECTION CXXXVII .

" Sanjaya said , - 'Hearing the twang o
f

Bhimasena ' s b
o
w

and th
e

sound o
f

h
is palms , the so
n

o
f

Rādhā could n
o
t

brook

it like an infuriate elephant incapable of brooking the roars of

52
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an infuriate rival.' Returning for a moment from before

Bhimasena , Karna cast his eyes upon those sons of thine that
had been slain by Bhimasena . Beholding them , O best of
men , Karna became cheerless and plunged in grief. Breathing
hot and long sighs he once more proceeded against the son of

Pāndu . With eyes re
d

a
s copper , and sighing in wrath like a

mighty snake , Karna then , as he shot his arrows , looked res
plendent like th

e
Sun scattering h

is rays . * * Indeed , O bull of

Bharata ' s race , Vrikodara was then covered with the arrows ,

resembling the spreading rays of the Sun , that were shot from
Karna ' s bow . The beautifulshafts ,equipt with peacock feathers ,

shot from Karna ' s bow , penetrated into every part of Bhima ' s

body like birds into a tree fo
r

roosting there . Indeed , th
e

arr3ws , equipt with wings of gold , shot from Karna ' s bow ,

falling incessantly , resembled continuous rows of cranes . ' So

numerous were the shafts shot b
y

Adhiratha ' s son that these
seemed to issue not from his bow alone but from his standard ,

his umbrella , and the shaft and yoke and bottom o
f

h
is

car

also . Indeed , Adhiratha ' s son shot his sky -ranging shafts o
f

impetuous energy , decked with gold and equipt with vulturine
feathers , in such a way a

s to fill the entire welkin with them . ”
Beholding him ( thus ) excited with fury and rushing towards

him like the Destroyer himself , Vrikodara , becoming utterly

reckless of hi
s

life and prevailing over his fo
e , pierced h
im with

nine shafts . fi Beholding the irresistible impetuosity o
f Karna

a
s

also that dense shower o
f arrows , Bhima , endued a
s h
e

was

with great prowess , quailed not in fear . " The son o
f Pāndu

then , counteracting that arrowy downpour of Adhiratha ' s son ,

pierced Karna himself with twenty other sharp shafts ' Indeed ,

a
s Prithā ' s son himself had before been shrouded b
y

the Suta ' s

son , even so was the latter now shrouded b
y

the former in that

battle . ' 3 Beholding the prowess o
f

Bhimasena in battle , thy

* The Bombay reading , which I adopt , seems to be better than th
e

Bengai one . — T .

+ I think that both Vrikodaram and niçitais in this verse a
s given in

the Bombay text are incorrect . I read V
r ikodaras and navabhis , follow

ing the Bengal texts . - T .
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warriors, as also the Charanas, filled with joy , applauded him .'
Bhuriçravas , and Kripa , and Drona's son , and the ruler of the
Madras , and Jayadratha , and Uttamaujas , and Yudhāmanyu ,

and Sātyaki, and Keçiva , and Arjuna,'s — these great . car-war
riors , 0 king, among both the Kurus and the Pāndavas ,— loudly
cheered Bhima , saying, - Excellent, Excellent ,— and uttered
leonine roars . When that fierce uproar making the hair to

stand on end arose , thy son Duryodhana , Oking . quickly
said unto a

ll

the kings and princes and particularly his

uterine brothers , these words , viz . , — Blessed b
e y
e , proceed

towards Karna fo
r

rescuing h
im

from Vrikodara , ' 8 else the
shafts shot from Bhima ' s bow will slay the so

n

o
f

Rādhā ! Y
e

mighty bowmen , strive y
e

to protect the Suta ' s so
n

! ! — Thus

commanded b
y Duryodhana , seven o
f his uterine brothers , ( )

sire , rushing in wrath towards Bhimasena , encompassed him o
n

a
ll

sides . ? ' Approaching the son o
f Kunti they covered him

with showers o
f

arrows like clouds pouring torrents o
f

rain o
n

the mountain breast in the season o
f rains . Excited with

wrath , those seven great car -warriors began to afflict Bhima

sena , O king , like the seven planets afflicting the Moon a
t th
e

hour o
f

the universal dissolution . ” The so
n

o
f Kunti then ,

O monarch , drawing his beautiful bow with great force and

firm grasp , as and knowing that his foes were but men , aimed
seven shafts . And the lord Bhima in great rage sped a

t

them

those shafts effulgent a
s

solar rays . 24 Indeed , Bhimasena , re

collecting his former wrongs , shot those shafts as if fo
r

extract
ing the life from out the bodies of those sons of thine . 25 Those
arrows , O Bhārata , whetted o

n stone and equipt with wings of

gold , shot b
y

Bhimasena , piercing through the bodies o
f

those

Bharata princes , flew into the sky . Indeed , those arrows
winged with gold , piercing through the hearts o

f thy sons ,

looked beautiful , O monarch , as they passed into the welkin ,

like birds o
f

excellent plumage . " ? Decked with gold and cover

e
d a
ll

over with blood , those arrows , 0 king , drinking the .

blood o
f thy sons , passed out of their body : 28 Pierced in their .

vital limbs b
y

means of those arrows , they fell down o
n the

Earth from their cars like tall trees growing o
n mountain pre

cipices , broken b
y

elephants . 2 : The seven sons of thine that
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were thus slain were Catrunjaya , and Catrusaha , and Chitra ,

and Chitrāyudha , and Dridha , and Chitrasena , and Vikarna .
Amongst a

ll thy sons thus slain , Vrikodara the so
n

o
f Pandu

grieved bitterly from sorrow fo
r

Vikarna who was dear to hi
m . si

And Bhima said , - Even thus was the vow made b
y

me , vi
z
. ,

that al
l

o
f you should b
e slain b
y

me in battle ! It is fo
r

that ,

O Vikarna , that thou hast been slain ! My vow hath been
accomplished . $ ? O hero , thou camest to battle , bearing in mind
the duties o

f
a Kshatriya ! Thou wert ever engaged in our

good , and especially in that of the king (our eldest brother ) ! * *

It is scarcely proper , therefore , fo
r

me to grieve fo
r

thy illus

trious self ! - Having slain those princes , 0 king , in the very
sight o

f

Rādhā ' s so
n , " the son of Pāndu uttered a terrible

leonine roar . That loud shout o
f the heroic Bhima , O Bhā

rata , informed king Yudhishthira the just that the victory in

that battle was his . Indeed , hearing that tremendous shout of

Bhima armed with the bow , 25 - 36 king Yudhishthira felt great
joy in the midst of that battle . The gladdened so

n

o
f

Pāndu

then , O king , received that leonine shout of his brother with
sounds of drums and other musical instruments . And after
Vrikodara had sent him that message b

y

the sign agreed upon ,
Yudhishthira , that foremost of persons acquainted with wear
puns , filled with jo

y , rushed against Drona in battle . On th
e

other hand , O king , beholding one and thirty o
f thy sons

slain , Duryodhana recollected the words of Vidura . — Those
beneficial words spoken b

y

Vidura are now realised ! 97 - 40 _

thinking even so , king Duryodhana was unable to do what he

should . All that , during the match at dice , thy foolish a
n
d

wicked son , with Karna ( on his side ) , said unto the princess o
f

Pānchāla causing her to be brought into the assembly , al
l

the

harsh words again that Karna said unto Krishnă , in the same
place , 41 - 43 before thyself , O king , and the sons of Pandu ,

in thy hearing and that o
f a
ll

the Kurus , * to the effect

that - 0 K 'rishnā , the Pāndavas are lost and have sunk into
eternal hell , therefore , choose thou other husbands ! - alas , the

fruij of all that is now mainfesting itself ! * * Then again , 0

thou o
f Kuru ' s race , diverse harsh speeches such a
s

sesamum

seeds without kernel , & c . , were applied b
y

thy wrathful sous



JADA 413Badaa DRONA PARTA
P . .jParva

to those high -souled ones , viz., the sons of Pandu ! Bhimasena ,

vomiting forth the fire of wrath (which these engendered ) and
which he had restrained fo

r

thirteen years , is now compassing
the destruction o

f thy sons ! * 8 - 46 Indulging in copious lament
ations , Vidura failed to incline thee towards peace . O chief

o
f

th
e

Bharatas , suffer th
e

fruit o
f

a
ll

that with thy so
n
? * ?

Thou a
rt

o
ld , patient , and capable o
f foreseeing the conse

quences of a
ll

acts . Being so , when thou didst yet refuse to

follow the counsels o
f thy well -wishers , it seems that al
l

this

is the result of destiny . 48 Do not grieve , 0 tiger among men !

All this is thy great fault ! In my opinion , thou art thyself

th
e

cause o
f

the destruction o
f thy sons ! * 9 O monarch , V
i

karna hath fallen , and Chitrasena also of great prowess ! Many

other mighty car -warriors and foremost ones among thy sons
have alsu fallen ! 50 Others again among thy sons whom Bhima

sa
w

come within the range o
f

his vision , o mighty -armed one ,

h
e

slew in a trice . It is fo
r

thee only that I had to se
e

our
army scorched in thousands by means of the arrows shot by

Pându ' s son Bhima and Vrisha (Karna ) ! " " $ 8

SECTION CXXXVIII .

“Dhritarăshtra said , - ' 0 Suta , o Sanjaya , this grievous
result that has now overtaken u

s
is , I think , certainly due to

my evil policy ! I had hitherto thought that what is past is

past . But , O Sanjaya , what measures should I now adopt ? *

I am now once more calm , 0 Sanjaya ! Therefore , tellme how
this slaughter of heroes is going o

n , having my evil policy fo
r

it
s

cause ! 8

" Sanjaya said , 'Indeed , 0 king . Karna and Bhima , both
endued with great prowess , continued in that battle to pour

their arrowy showers like two rain -charged clouds . * The arrows
winged with gold and whetted o

n stone and marked with Bhi

ma ' s name , approaching Karna , penetrated into h
is body a
s

if

piercing into h
is very life . Similarly Bhima also , in that

battle , was shrouded with the shafts o
f Karna in hundreds

and thousands , resembling snakes of virulent poison . With
their arrrows , 0 king , falling o

n a
ll

sides , an agitation was
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produced among the troops resembling that of the very ocean."
Many were the combatants, O chastiser of foes, in thy host
that were deprived of life by arrows, resembling snakes of
virulent poision , shot from Bhima 's bow .8 Strewn with fallen
elephants and steeds mixed with the bodies of men , the field
of battle looked like a tract scattered over with trees broken
by a tempest.' Slaughtered in battle with the arrows shot
from Bhima ’s bow , thy warriors fi

le
d

away , saying , — What is

this ? " 0 _ Indeed , that host of the Sindhus , the Sauviras , and
the Kauravas , afflicted with the impetuous shafts of both
Karna and Bhima , was removed to a great distance . " The
remnant o

f

those brave soldiers , with their steeds and elephants

killed , leaving the vicinity o
f

both Karna and Bhima , fled
away in all directions . " (And they cried out ) — Verily , fo

r

th
e

sake o
f the Pārthas , the gods are stupefying u
s , since those

arrows shot b
y

both Bhima and Karna are slaying our forces . '

- Saying those words , these troops of thine , afflicted with fear ,

avoiding the range of (Karna ' s and Bhima ' s ) arrows , stood at a

distance fo
r

witnessing that combat . 14 Then o
n the field o
f

battle there began to flow a terrible river enhancing the jo
y

o
f

heroes and the fears o
f

the timid . ' And it was caused b
y

th
e

blood o
f elephants and steeds and men . And covered with the

lifeless forms o
f

men and elephants and steeds , with flagstaffs and

the bottoms o
f

cars , with the adornments of cars and elephants
and steeds , with broken cars and wheels and Akshas and k 'uva .

rus , " ? with loud -twanged bows decked with gold ,and gold -winged
arrows and shafts in thousands shot b

y

Karna and Bhima and
resembling snakes just freed from their sloughs , with countless
lances and spears and scimitars and battle -axes , ' ' with maces and
clubs and axes a

ll

adorned with gold , with standards o
f diverse

shape , and darts and spiked clubs , aº and with beautiful çatagh

nis , the Earth , 0 Bhārata , looked resplendent . And strewn
all over with e

a
r
-rings and necklaces of gold and bracelets loos

oned (from wrists ) , and rings , and precious gems worn o
n

diadems and crowns , and head -gears , and golden ornaments

o
f

diverse kinds , O sire , and coats ofmail , and leathern fences ,

and elephants ' ropes , and umbrellas displaced ( from their places ) ,

and yak -tails , and fans , with the pierced bodies o
f elephants
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and steeds and men , with blood -dyed arrows , and 'with diverse
other objects , lying about and loosened from their places , the field
of battle looked resplendent like the firmament bespangled with

stars. Beholding the wonderful , inconceivable, and superhu
man feats of those two warriors , the Chāranus and the Siddhas
were exceedingly amazed . As a blazing conflagration having

th
e

wind fo
r

it
s ally courses through a
n (extended ) heap o
f d
ry

grass , even so Adhiratha ' s son , engaged with Bhima , coursed
fiercely in that battle . * Both o

f
them felled countless stan

dards and cars and slew steeds and men and elephants , ai - 37 like a

pair of elephants crushing a forest o
f

reeds while engaged in

battle with each other . Thy host looked like a mass of clouds

O king o
f

men , and great was the carnage caused in that battle

b
y Karna and Bhima . ' ” 284

SECTION CXXXIX .

"Sanjaya said , - — 'Then Karna , O king , piercing Bhima with
three arrows , poured countless beautiful arrows upon him . ' The
mighty -armed Bhimasena the son o

f

Pāndu , though thus
struck b

y

the Suta ' s son , showed n
o signs o
f pain but stood

immovable like a hill pierced (with arrows ) . In return , O sire ,

in that battle , he deeply pierced Karna in the ear with a barbed

arrow rubbed with o
il , of great keenness ,and excellent temper .

(With that arrow ) h
e

felled o
n the Earth the large and beauti

fu
l

e
a
r
-ring of Karna , And it fell down , O monarch , like a

blazing luminary o
f great effulgence from the firmament . * Ex

cited with wrath , Vrikodara then , smiling the while , ' deeply
pierced the Sutu ' s son in the centre of the chest with another
broad -headed arrow . And once again , O Bhārata , the mighty
armed Bhima quickly sped in that battle te

n

long shafts

that looked like snakes o
f virulent poison just freed from

their sloughs . Shot b
y

Bhima , those shafts , O sire , striking

: * The sense seems to be that Karna and Bhiwa were like fire and
wind . - T .

Verse 2
8 is a triplet . The second line is obscure . It seems that a

line has been omitted . - T .
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Karna's forehead , entered it like snakes entering an anthill ?
With those shafts sticking to h

is

forehead , the Suta ' s son look
e
d beautiful as h
e

d
id

before while his brow had been encircled

with a chaplet o
f

blue lotuses . ' Deeply pierced b
y

the active

so
n

o
f

Pāndu , Karna , supporting himself o
n the Kuvara o
f

h
is car , closed his eyes . Soon , however , regaining conscious

ness , Karna , that scorcher o
f foes , with his body bathed in

blood , became mad with rage . 10 * Infuriate with rage in co
n

sequence o
f his being thus afflicted b
y

that firm bowman ,

Karna , endued with great impetuosity , rushed fiercely towards
Bhimasena ' s car . " Then , 0 king , the mighty and wrathful
Karna , maddened with rage , sped a

t

Bhimasena , O Bhārata ,

a hundred shafts winged with vulturine feathers , ' The son

o
f Pāndu , however , disregarding his fu
e

and setting a
t nought

his energy , began to shoot showers o
f fierce arrows a
t

h
im . '

Then Karna , 0 king , excited with rage , O scorcher o
f

foes ,

struck the so
n

o
f Pāndu , that embodiment o
f wrath , with

nine arrows in the chest . Then both those tigers among men ,

(armed with arrows and , therefore , ) resembling a couple o
f tigers

with fierce teeth , poured upon each other , in that battle , their
arrowy showers like two mighty masses o

f clouds . ' They sought

to frighten each other , in that battle , with the sounds of their
palms and with showers of arrows o

f

diverse kinds . 26 Excited
with rage , each sought in that battle to counteract the other ' s

feat . Then that slayer o
f hostile heroes , viz . , th
e

mighty

armed Bhima , O Bhārata , cutting o
ff , with a razor -faced arrow ,

the bow o
f

the Suta ' s son , uttered a loud shout . Casting

o
ff that broken bow , the Suta ' s son , that mighty ca
r
-war

rior , 17 - 18 took u
p

another bow that was stronger and tougher .

Beholding that slaughter o
f the Kuru , the Sauvira , and the

Sindhu heroes , " and marking that the Earth was covered with
coats o

fmail and standards and weapons lying about , and seeing

also the lifeless forms o
f elephants , foot -soldiers and horsemen

and car warriors o
n all sides , aº the body of the Suta ' s son , from

wrath , blazed u
p

with effulgence . Stretching his formidable
bow decked with gold , Rādhā ' s son , O king , eyed Bhima with

* Literally , “ mustered a
ll

h
is rage . - T .
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wrathful glances . Infuriate with rage , th
e

Suta ' s son , while
shooting his arrows , looked resplendent ' s like the antumnal
Sun o

f dazzling rays atmid -day . While employed with his

hands in taking u
p

a
n arrow , fixing it on the bow -string ,

stretching the string , and letting it of
f , none could notice any

interval between those acts . And while Karna was thus en
gaged in shooting h

is arrows right and left , his bow was incess
antly drawn to a circle , like a terrible circle of fire . The keen
pointed arrows , equipt with wings of gold , shot from Karna ' s

bow , 95 - 36 covered , O king , al
l

the points o
f the compass ,darken

in
g

the very light of the Sun . Countless flights were seen , in

the welkin , of those shafts equipt with wings of gold , shot from
Karna ' s bow . Indeed , the shafts shot from the bow o

f Adhi
ratha ' s so

n , 37 - 23 looked beautiful like rows of cranes in the

welkin . The arrows that Adhiratha ' s so
n

shot were a
ll equipt

with vulturine feathers , whetted o
n

stone , decked with gold ,

endued with great impetuosity , and furnished with blazing
points . Impelled with the force of his bow , those arrows deck

e
d with golda9 - 80 fe
ll

incessantly towards Bhima ' s car . Indeed ,

those gold -decked arrows urged b
y

Karna , while coursing in

thousands through the welkin , looked beautiful like successive
flights o

f

locusts . The arrows shot from the bow o
f Adhira

tha ' s son , as they coursed through the welkin , looked like one
long continuous arrow in the sky . Like a cloud covering a

mountain with torrents of rain , 34 - 88 Karna , excited with rage ,

covered Bhima with showers o
f

arrows . Then thy sons , O

Bhārata , with their troops , beheld the might , energy , prowess ,

and perseverance o
f

Bhima , for the latter , disregarding that
arrowy downpour resembling the raging sea , rushed in wrathi

against Karna . Bhima , O monarch , was armed with a formi
dable bow the back o

f

whose staff was decked with gold . 84 - 86

He stretched it so quickly that is seemed , like a second bow

o
f

Indra , to be incessantly drawn to a circle . Shafts issued
continuously from it and seemed to fil

l

the whole welkin . s ?

With those straight arrows , equipt with wings o
f gold , shot by

Bhima , a continuous line was made in the sky that looked

effulgent like a garland o
f gold . Then those showers o
f

(Karna ' s ) arrows spread in the welkin , struck b
y

Bhimasena

5
3
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with his shafts, were scattered in portions and fell down on the
Earth .89 Then the sky was covered with those showers of
gold -winged and swiftly -coursing arrows, of both Karna and
Bhimasena , that produced sparks of fi

re

a
s they clashed against

each other . The very Sun was then shrouded , and the very
air ceased to move . 40 - 41 Indeed , when the welkin was thus
covered with those arrowy showers , nothing could b

e

seen .

Then the Suta ' s son , disregarding the energy o
f

th
e high

souled Bhima , completely shrouded Bhima with other arrows
and endeavoured to prevail over him . Then , O sire , those
arrowy showers shot b

y

both o
f

them , 42 - 48 seemed to clash

against each other like two opposite currents o
f

wind . And in

consequence o
f that clash o
f

the arrowy showers o
f

those two

lions among men , 44 a conflagration , O chief of the Bharatas ,

seemed to b
e generated in the sky . Then Karna , desirous of

slaying Bhima , sped a
t

him in rage many whetted arrows
equipt with wings o

f

gold and polished b
y

the hands of th
e

smith . Bhima , however , cut off with his own shafts every

one o
f those arrows into three fragments , 45 - 46 and prevailing

over the Suta ' s so
n , he cried out , — Wait , Wait ! - And th
e

wrathful and mighty son of Pāndu , like an all - consuming con
flagration , once more shot in rage showers o

f

fierce shafts .

And then , in consequence o
f their leathern fences striking

against their bow -strings , loud sounds were generated . *748 And
loud also became the sound o

f

their palms and terrible their

leonine shouts and fierce the rattle o
f

their car -wheels and th
e

twang o
f

their bow -strings . * ' And all the combatants , 0 king ,

ceased to fight , desirous of beholding the prowess o
f

Karna and

the son o
f

Păndu , each o
f

whom was desirous o
f slaying the

other . 6° And the celestial Rishis and Siddhas and Gan
dharvas , applauded them , saying , - Excellent , Excellent ! – And
the tribes of Vidyadharas rained flowery showers upon them . "

Then the wrathful andmighty -armed Bhima o
f

fierce prowess ,

baffling with his own weapons the weapons of his fo
e , pierced

the Suta ’ s son with many shafts . 58 Karna also , endued with
great might , baffling the shafts o
f Bhimasena , sped a
t

h
im

nine long shafts in that battle . 58 Bhima , however , with a
s

many arrows , cut of
f

those sbafts o
f

the Suta ' s son in th
e
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ce 1 ers

welkin and addressed h
im , saying , Wait , Wait ! 54 _ Then the

mighty -armed and heroic Bhima , excited with rage , shot a
t

Adhiratha ' s son a
n arrow resembling the rod o
f

Yama o
r

Death

himself . “ Rādhā ' s so
n , however , of great prowess , smilingly

cut of
f

that arrow , O king , of Pāndu ' s son , with three arrows

o
f

h
is , as it coursed towards him through the welkin . 66 The

son o
f Pāndu then once more shot showers o
f

fierce shafts .

Karna , however , fearlessly received a
ll

those arrows o
f Bhima . “

Then excited with rage , the Sutu ' s son Karna , by the power of

h
is weapons , with his straight arrows , cu
t

o
ff
in that encounter

the couple o
f quivers and the bowstring o
f

the battling Bhima

a
s

also the traces o
f

h
is

steeds . And then slaying h
is

steeds ,

also , Karna pierced Bhima ' s charioteer with five shafts . 58 – 69

The charioteer , quickly running away , proceeded to Yudbā
manyu ' s car . Excited with rage , the son of Rādhā then , whose
splendour resembled that o

f

the Yuga fire , smiling the while ,

cut o
ff the flag -staff of Bhima and felled his banner . Deprived

o
f

h
is

bow , the mighty -armed Bhima then seized a dart such

a
s

ca
r
-warriors may use . 60 - 61 Excited with wrath , he whirled

it in his hand and then hurled it with great force at Karna ' s
car . The son of Adhiratha then , with te

n

shafts , cut of
f , as it .

coursed towards him with the effulgence o
f
a large meteor ,

that gold -decked dart thus hurled ( b
y

Bhima ) . * Thereupon
that dart fell down , cut of

f

into ten fragments b
y

those sharp

shafts o
f the Suta ' s so
n

Karna , that warrior conversant with
every mode of warfare , then battling for the sake of his friends .

Then the so
n

o
f Kunti took u
p
a shield decked with gold 6
3 - 64

and a sword , desirous o
f obtaining either death o
r victory .

Karna , however , 0 Bhārata , smiling the while , cut o
ff that

bright shield o
f

Bhima with many fierce shafts . The ca
r
-less

Bhima , o king , deprived o
f

his shield , became mad with
rage . " - 66 Quickly then h

e hurled his formidable sword a
t

Karna ' s car . That large sword , cutting o
ff the stringed bow

o
f

th
e

Suta ' s son , ø7 fell down o
n the Earth , O king , like a
n

angry snake from the sky . Then Adhiratha ' s son , excited with
rage in that battle , smilingly took u

p

another bow destructive

* In the first line of 62 , the Bengal reading Āyastän is better than
the Bombay reading Ayastas . - T .
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of foes , having a stronger string , and tougher than the o
n
e

h
e

had lost . Desirous of slaying th
e

son o
f

Kunti , Karna
then began to shoot thousands o

f arrows , 0 king , equipt with
wings o

f gold and endued with great energy . Struck with
those shafts shot from Karna ' s bow , the mighty Bhima " - 70

leaped into the sky , filling Karna ' s heart with anguish . Be

holding th
e

conduct in battle o
f Bhima desirous o
f victory , "

the so
n

o
f

Rādhā beguiled him b
y concealing himself in h
is

car . Seeing Karna conceal himself with a
n agitated heart on

the terrace o
f

his ca
r , " Bhima , catching hold o
f Karna ' s flag

staff , waited o
n the Earth . All the Kurus and the Chāranas

highly applauded that attempt o
f

Bhima o
f

snatching Karna

away from his car like Garuda snatching away å snake . His
bow cut of

f , himself deprived o
f ca
r
, Bhima , observant of the

duties o
f his order , 73 - 74 stayed still fo
r

battle , keeping h
is

(broken ) ca
r

behind him . The son of Rādhā then , from rage ,

in that encounter , proceeded against the son o
f

Pāndu who

was waiting fo
r

battle . Then those two mighty warriors , 0

king , challenging , as they approached , each other , 78 - 76 those
two bulls among men , roared at each other like the clouds a

t

the close o
f summer . And the passage - at -arms that then took

place between those two enraged lions among men that could

not brook each other in battle resembled that of ol
d

between

the gods and the Dänavas . The son of Kunti , however , whose
stock o

f weapons was exhausted , was (obliged to turn back )

pursued b
y

Karna . ? 7 - 78 Beholding the elephants , huge as hills ,

that had been slain b
y

Arjuna , lying (near ) , the unarmed
Bhimasena entered into their midst , for impeding the progress

o
f

Karna ' s car . 79 Approaching that multitude o
f elephants

and getting into the midst o
f

that fastness which was inaccessi

ble to a ca
r , the so
n

o
f Pāndu , desirous o
f saving his lif
e ,

refrained from striking the son o
f

Rādhā . Desirous o
f

shel

ter , that subjugator o
f hostile cities , viz . , the son of Prithā ,

uplifting a
n elephant that had been slain b
y

Dhananjaya with
his shafts , waited there like Hanumat uplifting the peak o

f

Gandhamādana . * Karna , however , with his safts , cut of
f

that

* Literally , “ a mountain overgrown with medicinal herbs of great
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elephant held by Bhima ." The son of Pandu thereupon

hurled at Karna the fragments of that elephant's carcase , as also

ca
r
-wheels and steeds . In fact , al
l

objects that h
e

saw lying

there on the field , es the son o
f Pāndu , excited with rage , took

u
p

and hurled a
t Karna . Karna , however , with his sharp

arrows , cut of
f

every one of those objects thus thrown a
t

him . 84

Bhima also , raising his fierce fists that were endned with the
force o

f

the thunder , desired to slay the Suta ' s son . Soon ,

however , he recollected Arjuna ' s vow . The son o
f

Pāndu ,

therefore , though competent , took not the life of Karna , from
desire of not falsifying the vow that Savyasāchin had made . 86

The Suta ' s so
n
.however ,with his sharp shafts , repeatedly caused

the distressed Bhima to lose h
is

senses . 8 But Karna , recollect
ing the words o

f Kunti , took not the life of the unarmed
Bhima . Approaching quickly , Kerna touched him with the
horn o

f

his bow . 88 A
s

soon , however , as Bhimasena was touch

e
d with the bow , excited with rage and sighing like a snake , he

snatched the bow from Karna and struck him with it on the

head . " Struck b
y

Bhimasena , the son o
f

Rādhā , with eyes

red in wrath , smiling the while , said unto him repeatedly these
words , a viz . , Beardless eunuch , ignorant fool , and glutton . — And
Karna said , - Without skill in weapons , do not fight with me !

Thou art but a child , a laggard in battle ! " There , O son of

Pāndu , where occurs a profusion o
f

edibles and drink , there ,

O wretch , shouldst thou b
e but never in battle ! " Subsisting

o
n roots , flowers , and fruits , and observant o
f vows and aus

terities , thou , O Bhima , shouldst pass thy days in the woods ,

for thou art unskilled in battle ! 93 Great is the difference be
tween battle and the austere mode o

f
a Muni ' s life ! Therefore ,

O Vrikodara , retire into the woods ! O child , thou art not fi
t

fo
r

engaging in battle . Thou hast an aptitude fo
r
a life in the

woods ! 94 Urging cooks and servants and slaves in the house to

speed , thou a
rt

fi
t only fo
r

reproving them in wrath for the sake

o
f thy dinner , O Vrikodara ! 98 Or , O Bhima , O thou o
f
a

foolish understanding , betaking thyself to a Muni ' s mode o
f

efficacy . ” O
f

course , the allusion is to Hanumat ' s removal of Gandha .

mádana for the cure o
f

Lakshmana . - T .
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life , gather thou fruits (for thy food ) ! Go to the woods, O so
n

o
f Kunti , fo
r

thou art not skilled in battle ! ' ' Employed in

culling fruits and roots or in waiting upon guests , thou a
rt

u
n
fi
t ,

I think , to take a part , O Vrikodara , in any passage - at -arms ! "

- And , O monarch , al
l

the wrongs done to him in his younger

years , he was also reminded o
f b
y

Karna in harsh words . ss

And a
s h
e

stood there in weakness , Karna once more touched
him with the bow . And laughing loudly , Vrisha once more
told Bhima these words : " S _ Thou shouldst fight with others ,

O sire , but never with one like me ! They that fight with
persons like us have to undergo this and else ! . 00 Go thither

where the two Krishnas are ! They will protect thee in battle !

O
r , O so
n

o
f Kunti , go home , fo
r , a child a
s

thou a
rt , what

business hast thou with battle ? 10
1
_ Hearing those harsh words

o
f Karna , Bhimasena laughed aloud and addressing Karna said

unto him these words in the hearing o
f

a
ll : 10
8
_ 0 wicked wight ,

repeatedly hast thou been vanquished b
y

me ! How cast thou

indulge then in such idle boast ? In th
e

world the ancients

witnessed the victory and defeat of the great Indra himself ! ie
s

O thou of ignoble parentage , engage with me in an athletic

encounter with bare arms ! Even a
s I slew the mighty Kichaka

o
f gigantic frame , " 04 I would then slay thee in the very sight

o
f all the kings ! - Understanding the motives of Bhima , Karna ,

that foremost o
f intelligent men , os abstained from that combat

in the very sight o
f all the bowmen . Indeed , having made

Bhima carless , Karna , O king , reproved him in such boastful

language 1
0
6

in the view o
f

that lion among the Vrishnis , (viz . ,

Krishna ) and o
f the high -souled Pārtha . Then the ape -bannered

(Arjuna ) , urged b
y

Kecava , sped a
t

the Suta ' s son , 0 king ,

many shafts whetted o
n stone . Those arrows decked with gold ,

shot b
y

Pārtha ' s arms and issuing out of Gāndiva , entered
Karna ' s body like cranes into the Karauncha mountains . With
those arrows shot from Gāndiva , which entered Karna ' s body
like so many snakes , 10

7
– 9 Dhananjaya drove the Suta ' s son from

Bhimasena ' s vicinage . His bow cut o
ff b
y

Bhima and himself

afflicted with the arrows of Dhananjaya , " 0 Karna quickly fi
le
d

away from Bhima o
n his great car . Bhimasena also , o bull
among men , mounting upon Săbyaki ' s car , " " proceeded in that

- - 7 -
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battle in the wake of his brother Savyasāchin the son of Păndu .
Then Dhananjaya , with eyes red in wrath , aiming at Karna ,
quickly sped a shaft like the Destroyer urging forward Death 's
self. That shaft sped from Gāndiva , like Garuda in the welkin
in quest of a mighty snake , quickly coursed towards Karna.
The son of Drona , however, that mighty ca

r
-warrior , with a

winged arrow o
f his , cut it of
f
in mid - ai
r , desirous of rescuing

Karna from the fear o
f Dhananjaya . Then Arjuna , excited

with wrath , pierced the son o
f Drona with four and sixty " 12 - 15

arrows , O king , and addressing him , said , – Do not fl
y

away ,

O Açwatthāman , but wait a moment ! - Drona ' s son , however ,

afflicted with the shafts o
f Dhananjaya , quickly entered a

division o
f the Kaurava army that abounded with infuriate

elephants and that teemed with cars . The mighty so
n

o
f

Kunti
then , with the twang of Gāndiva , drowned the noise made in

that battle b
y

a
ll

other twanging bows o
f

staffs decked with

gold . Then the mighty Dhananjaya followed from behind the
son o

f Drona who had not retreated to a great distance ,
frightening him a

ll

the way with his shafts . Piercing with his
shafts winged with the feathers o

f Kankas and peacocks , the

bodies of men and elephants and steeds , Arjuna began to grind
that force . Indeed , O chief o

f the Bharatas , Pārtha the son of

Indra began to exterminate that host teeming with steeds and

elephants and men . ' "116030

SECTION CXL .

" Dhritarāshtra said , - Day b
y

day , O Sanjaya , my blazing
fame is being darkened ! A great many warriors o

f

mine have

fallen ! I think al
l

this is due to the reverses brought about

b
y

time . ' Dhananjaya , excited with rage , hath penetrated into
my host which is protected b

y

Drona ' s son and Karna , and
which , therefore , is incapable o

f being penetrated b
y

the very

gods ! United with those two o
f blazing energy , viz . , Krishna

and Bhima , as also with that bull among the Cinis , his prowess
hath been increased ! Since I have heard o

f Dhananjaya ' s

entry , grief is consuming my heart like fire consuming a heap

o
f dry grass , I see that al
l

the kings o
f

the Earth with the
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ruler of the Sindhus amongst them , are affected by evil des
tiny . Having done a great wrong to the diadem -decked ( Ar
juna ), how ca

n

the ruler o
f

the Sindhus , if he falls within
Arjuna ' s sight , save his life ? s From circumstantial inference ,

I see , O Sanjaya , that the ruler of the Sindhus is already dead !

Tell me , however , truly how the battle raged ! ' Thou a
rt skill

e
d

in narration , O Sanjaya , tell me truly how the Vrishni
hero Sātyaki fought , who , striving resolutely fo

r

Dananjaya ' s

sake , alone entered in rage that vast force , disturbing and

agitating it repeatedly , like an elephant plunging into a lake

overgrown with lotuses . 7 - 8

“ Sanjaya said , - Beholding that foremost o
f

men , viz . ,

Bhima , proceed , afflicted with Karna ' s shafts in the midst ,

O king , of many heroes , that foremost warrior amongst the
Cinis followed him o

n his car . Roaring like the clouds at the
close o

f summer , and blazing like the autumnal Sun , he began

to slaughter with his formidable bow the host o
f thy son , caus

ing it to tremble repeatedly . " And a
s that foremost one o
f

Madhu ' s race , O Bhārata , thus proceeded along the field on his

ca
r

drawn b
y

steeds o
f

the bue o
f

silver and himself roaring

terribly , none amongst thy warriors could check his progress . "
Then that foremost o

f kings , viz . , Alamvusha , full of rage ,

never retreating from battle , armed with bow , and clad in a

golden coat o
f

mail , rushing quiekly , impeded the progress o
f

Sātyaki , that foremost warrior o
f

Madhu ' s race . The e
n

counter then , O Bhārata , that took place between them was

such that it
s

like had never been . All thy warriors and the
enemy , abstaining from the fight , became spectators of that en

gagement between those two ornaments o
f battle . ' Then that

foremost of kings , viz . , Alamvusha , forcibly pierced Satyaki with

te
n

arrows . That bull of Cini ' s race , however , with his shafts ,

cut o
ff all those arrows before they could reach him . ' And

once more Alamvusha struck Sātyaki with three sharp arrows
equipt with beautiful wings , blazing a

s

fire , and shot from h
is

bow drawn to the ear . These , piercing through Sātyaki ' s coat

o
f mail , penetrated into his body ' s Having pierced Satyaki ' s

body with those sharp and blazing arrows endued with th
e

force

o
f

fire or the wind , Alamyusha forcibly struck the four steeds
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of Satyaki , white as silver , with four other arrows,16 The
grandson of Cini , endued with great activity and prowess like
that of (Kecava himself ) the bearer of the discus, thus struck
by him , slew with four shafts of great impetuosity the four
steeds of Alamvusha ."? Having then cut of

f

the head o
f Alam

vusha ' s charioteer , he severed from Alamvusha ' s trunk the lat
ter ' s head , beautiful as the full moon and decked with excellent
ear -rings , with a broad -headed arrow fierce a

s

the Yuga fire . 18

Having slain that descendant o
f many kings in battle , that

bull among the Yadus , that hero capable o
f grinding hostile

hösts , proceeded towards Arjuna , o king , resisting a
s h
e

went

the enemy ' s troops . " Indeed , 0 king , thus careering in the

midst of the foe , the Vrishni hero ,while proceeding in the wake

( o
f Arjuna ) , was seen to repeatedly destroy with his shafts the

Kurg host , like the hurricane dispersing gathering masses o
f

clouds . 20 Whithersoever that lion among men desired to g
o ,

thither h
e

was borne b
y

those excellent steeds o
f

h
is , of the

Sindhu breed , well -broken , docile , white as vaccine milk o
r the

Kunda flower or the moon o
r the snow , and adorned with trap

pings o
f

gold . ' Then , Othou o
f Ajamida ' s race , thy sons ,

uniting with other warriors of thy army , quickly rushed against
Sãtyaki , making that foremost o

f

warriors , viz . , Duscāsana ,

their commander * * Those leaders o
f

divisions , encompassing
the grandson o

f

Cini on all sides in that battle , began to strike

him . That foremost one among the Sātwatas , that hero , vi
z
. ,

Sātyaki , also , resisted them a
ll

with showers o
f

arrows . 25

Quickly checking a
ll

o
f

them b
y

means o
f

his fiery shafts , that
slayer o

f

foes , viz . , the grandson o
f Cini , forcibly uplifting his

bow , O Ajamida , slew the steeds of Duscāsana . Then Arjuna ,

and Krishna , beholding that foremost o
f men , (viz . , Sātyaki )

in that battle , became filled with jo
y
. " ' 24

SECTION CXLI .

" Sanjaya said , — Then the great bowmen o
f

the Trigarba

country , owning standards decked with gold , encompassed o
n all

sides the mighty -armed Sātyaki , that warrior who accomplished
with great activity ever ; thing that demanded accomplishment ,

54
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and who, having penetrated into that host unlimited as th
e

sea , was rushing against Duscāsana ' s car from desire of Dhar
nanjaya ' s success . laz Checking his course with a large throng

o
f

cars o
n all sides , those great bowmen , excited with rage ,

covered him with showers o
f arrows . Having penetrated into

the midst of the Bharata army which resembled a shoreless se
a ,

and which , filled with the sound o
f palms , abounded with swords

and darts and maces , Sātyaki , of prowess incapable o
f being

baffled , alone vanquished his foes , those fifty (Trigarta ) princes
shining brilliantly in that battle . 4 - 5 On that occasion we sa

w

that the conduct o
f Cini ' s grandson in battle was extremely

wonderful . S
o great was the lightness ( o
f

his movements ) that

having seen h
im o
n the west w
e

immediately saw h
im

in

the east . North , South , East , West , in these , and the other
subsidiary directions , that hero seemed to career dancingly a

s if

h
e

constituted a hundred warriors in his single self . Behold
ing that conduct o

f Sātyaki endued with the sportive tread of

the lion , the Trigarta warriors , unable to bear his prowess , fle
d

away towards ( th
e

divisions of ) their own (countrymen ) . Then
the brave warriors o

f

the Curasenas endeavoured to check

Satyaki , striking him with showers of shafts like a guide strik
ing a

n infuriate elephant with the hook . ' The high -souled
Satyaki struggled with them for a short space o

f time , an
d

then that hero o
f

inconceivable prowess began to fight with th
e

Kalingas . • Transgressing that division o
f

the Kalingas which

was incapable o
f being crossed , the mighty -armed Sātyaki a
p

proached the presence o
f Dhananjaya the son o
f Prithā . " Like

a tired swimmer in water when h
e

reaches the land , Yuyudhāna
became comforted o

n obtaining th
e

sight o
f Dhananjaya , that

tiger among men . " Beholding him approach , Keçāva ,addressing

Pârtha , said , — Yonder cometh the grandson o
f Cini , O Pārtha ,

following in thy wake ! 18 O thou o
f prowess incapable o
f being

baffled , he is thy disciple and friend ! That bull among men ,

regarding a
ll

the warriors a
s

straw , hath vanquished them . '

Inflicting terrible injuries upon the Kaurava warriors , Sāsyaki ,

who is dear to thee as life , cometh towards -thee , O Kiritin 1
9
5

Having with his shafts crushed Drona himself and Kritavarman

o
f

the Bhoja race , this Sātyaki cometh to thee , O Pbālguna ?
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Intent on Yudhishthira 's good , having slain many foremost of
warriors, the brave Sātyaki, skilled in weapons , is coming to
thee , O Phālguna !"? Having achieved the most difficult feats
in the midst of the (Kaurava ) troops , the mighty Sātyaki,
desirous of obtaining thy sight , cometh to thee , O son of Pān
du !18 Having on a single car fought in battle with many
mighty ca

r
-warriors with the preceptor (Drona ) for their head ,

Sātyaki cometh to thee , O Pārtha ! 19 Despatched b
y

Dharma ' s

son , this Sātyaki cometh to thee , O Pārtha , having pierced
through the Kaurava army , relying o

n the might o
f

his own
arms ! * Invincible in battle , that Sātyaki , who hath n

o war
rior amongst the Kauravas equal to him , is coming to thee , O

so
n

o
f Kunti ! ? Having slain countless warriors , this Sātyaki

cometh to thee , O Pārtha , freed from amid the Kaurava troops
like a lion from amid a herd o

f

kine ! * Having strewn the

Earth with the faces , beautiful a
s the lotus , of thousands of

kings , this Sātyaki is coming to thee , O Pārtha 1
3
3

Having

ranquished in battle Duryodhana himself with his brothers , and
having slain Jalasandha , Sātyaki is coming quickly ! 24 Having

caused a river o
f

blood with blood fo
r

it
s

mire , and regarding the
Kauravas a

s

straw , Sātyaki cometh towards thee 1
2
5
_ The son

o
f Kunti , without being cheerful , said these words unto

Kecava , - The arrival of Sātyaki , o mighty -armed one , is

scarcely agreeable to me 12
6

I do not , o heçava , know how
king Yudhishthira the just is ! Now that he is separated from

Sātwata , I doubt whether h
e is alive ! ? O mighty -armed one ,

this Satyaki should have protected the king ! Why then , O

Krishna , hath this one , leaving Yudhishthira , followed in my
wake ? a : The king , therefore , hath been abandoned to Drona :

The ruler o
f

the Sindhus hath not yet been slain . There ,

Bhuriçravas is proceeding against Sātyaki in battle ! * ' A

heavier burthen hath been cast upon me o
n account o
f Jaya

dratha ! I should know how the king is , and I should also
protect Sātyaki ? 80 I should also slay Jayadratha ! The Sun
kangeth lo

w . As regards the mighty -armed Sātyaki , he is

tired ; his weapons also have been exhausted . His steeds ,

A
s also their driver , are tired , 0 Mādhava ! Bhuriçravas , on

the other hand , is not tired . He hath supporters behind him ,
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0 Keçava !52 Will success be Sätyaki's in this encounter ?
Having crossed the very ocean , will Sātyaki of unbaffled prow .

sumb, obtaining (before him ) the vestige of a cow 's foot ? * En
countering that foremost one amongst the Kurus, viz ., the
high -souled Bhuriçravas skilled in weapons, will sātyaki have
good fortune ? I regard this , O Keçava , to have been an error
of judgment on th

e
part o

f king Yudhishthira the just [ 34 - 38

Casting o
ff all fear of the preceptor , he hath despatched Sātyaki

(from away h
is

side ) ! Like a sky -ranging hawk after a piece

o
f

meat , Drona always endeavoureth after the seizure o
f

king

Yudhishthira the just !Will the king be free from all danger ? " " 36

SECTION CXLII .

" Sanjaya said , — Beholding Sātwata , invincible in battle ,

coming (towards Arjuna ) , Bhuriçravas , in rage , 0 king , suddenly
advanced towards him . He o

f Kuru ' s race then , 0 king ,

addressing that bull o
f

Cini ' s race , said - By good luck it is

that thou hast today come within the range o
fmy vision ! *

Today , in this battle , I obtain the wish I had always cherish

e
d ! If thou dost not fl
y away from battle , thou wilt not

escape me with life ! Slaying thee today in fight , thee that
art ever proud o

f thy heroism , I will , O thou o
f

Daçārha ' s

race , gladden the Kuru king Suyodhana ! " Those heroes , vi
z
. ,

Keçava and Arjuna , will today together behold thee lying o
n

the field o
f

battle , scorched with my arrows ! Hearing that
thou hast been slain b

y

me , the royal son o
f

Dharma , who
caused thee to penetrate into this host , will today b

e

covered

with shame ! Prithā ' s son Dhananjaya will today behold my
prowess when h

e

sees thee slain and lying o
n the Earth ,

covered with gore ! ? This encounter with thee hath always

been desired b
y

me , like the encounter of Cakra with Vali in

the battle between the gods and the Asuras in days o
f

o
ld !

Today Iwill give thee dreadfulbattle , O Sātwata ! Thou shalt
thence truly understand (themeasure of )my energy ,might ,

* I . c . , the little indentcaused b
y
a cow ' s hoof . — T .
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and manliness ! Slain by me in battle , thou shalt today
proceed to the abode of Yama like Rāvana's son ( Indrajit)
slain by Lakshmana the younger brother of Rāma ! To
day Krishna and Pārtha and king Yudhishthira the just , O
thou of Madhu 's race , witnessing thy slaughter , will, without
doubt , be overcome with despondence and give up battle !"
Causing thy Death today , 0 Mādhava , with keen shafts , I will
gladden the wives of a

ll

those that have been slain b
y

thee in

battle ! * * Having come within the scope o
fmy vision , thou

shalt not escape , like a small deer from within the range o
f

a lion ' s vision ! " 8 _ Hearing these words o
f his , Yuyudhāna , O

king , answered him with a laugh , saying , - 0 thou o
f Kuru ' s

race , I am never inspired with fear in battle ? 4 Thou shalt
not succeed in terrifying me with thy words only ! He will
slay me in battle who will succeed in disarming me ! " He that

will slay me in battle will slay (foes ) for all time to come ! *

What is the use o
f

such idle and long -winded boast in words ?

Accomplish in deeds what thou sayest ! 16 Thy words seem to

b
e

a
s

fruitless a
s

the roar o
f

autumn clouds ! Hearing , O
hero , these roars o

f thine , I cannot restrain my laughter 1
1
7

Let that encounter , O thou o
f Kuru ' s race , which has been

desired b
y

thee so long , take place today ! My heart , O sire ,

inspired a
s
it is with the desire o
f

a
n encounter with thee ,

cannot brook any delay ! 18 Without slaying thee , I shall not
abstain from the fight , Owretch ! - Rebuking each other in

such words , those two bulls among men , ' ' both excited with
great wrath , struck each other in battle , each being desirous

o
f taking the other ' s life . Those great bowmen , both endued

with great might , encountered each other in battle , each
challenging the other , * like two wrathful elephants in rut für
the sake o

f
a she -elephant in her season . And those two

chastisers o
f

foes , viz . , Bhuriçravas and Sātyaki , poured " upon

each other dense showers o
f

arrows like two masses o
f

clouds .

Then Somadatta ' s son , having shrouded the grandson o
f Cini

* The sense is that h
e

that will slay me will always b
e

victorious in

battle ,will always slay th
e

warriors with whom h
e may engage in battle .

Defeat will never be hi
s . - T .
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with gwiftly -coursing shafts," once more pierced the latter , O
chief of the Bharatas, with many keen shafts , from desire of

slaying him . Having pierced Satyaki with ten shafts, Soma
datta 's son sped many other keen shafts at that bull amongst
the Ciniz, from desire of compassing his destruction . Satyaki ;
however , O lord , cut o

ff , with the power o
f his weapons , al
l

those keen shafts o
f

Bhuriçravas , O king , in thewelkin , before ;

in fact , any of them could reach him . Those two heroes , those
two warriors that enhanced the fame o

f

the Kurus and the
Vrishnis respectively , both o

f noble lineage , thus poured upon

each other their arrowy showers . Like two tigers fighting with
their claws o

r two huge elephants with their tusks ,2846 they
mangled each other with shafts and darts such a

s

car -warriors
may use . Mangling each other ' s limbs , and with blood issuing
out of their wounds , a ? those two warriors , engaged in a gamb !

ing match in which their lives were a
t

the stake , checked and
confounded each other . Those heroes o

f excellent feats , those
enhancers o

f

the fame o
f

the Kurus and the Vrishnis , as thus
fought with each other like two leaders o

f elephantine herds .

Indeed , those two warriors , both coveting the highest region ,
both cherishing the desire o

f very soon attaining the region o
f

Brahman , thus roared a
t

each other . Indeed , Satyaki and
Somadatta ' s son continued to cover each other with their arrowy

showers in the sight o
f the Dhārtarāshtras filled with joy .

And the people there witnessed that encounter between those

two foremost o
f

warriors : 8 - 61 who were fighting like two leaders

o
f elephantine herds fo
r

the sake o
f
a she -elephant in her

season . Then each slaying the other ' s steeds and cutting off

th
e

other ' s bow , 8 those ca
r
-less combatants encountered each

other with swürds in dreadful fight . Taking u
p

two beauti

ful and large and bright shields made o
f bull ' s hide , and

two naked swords , they careered o
n the field . Stalking in

circles and diverse other kinds of courses duly , sº those grinders ,

o
f

foes , excited with rage , frequently struck each other . '

Armed with swords , clad in bright armour , decked with curass
and Angadus , " those two famous warriors showed diverse kinds

o
f

motion . They wheeled about , and whirled about o
n high ,

and made side -thrusts , and jumped forward , and leapt high ,
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and ra
n

above , and rushed forward , and rushed upwards . 86

And those chastisers o
f

foes began to strike each other with

their swords . And each of them looked eagerly fo
r

the laches .

o
f

the other . And both those heroes leapt beautifully87 and
both shɔwed their training , lightness ofmotion , and skill . And
those foremost of warriors , in that battle , began also to make

skillful passes at each other . 88 And having struck each other ,

O king , those her ses took rest fo
r
a miment in the sight of all

the troops . Having with their swords cut into piecos each
other ' s beautiful shield , O king , decked with a hundred moons ,

those tigers among men , engaged in a wrestling encounter .

Both having broad chests , both having long arms , both well
skilled in wrestling , they encountered each other with their
arms o

f

iron that resembled spiked maces , And they struck
each other with their urins , and seized each other ' s arms , and
each seized with his arms the other ' s neck . And the skill
they had acquired b

y

exercise contributed to the joy o
f

a
ll

the

warriors that stood as spectators o
f that encounter . 43 And a
s

those heroes fought with each other , O king , in that battle , loud
and terrible were the sounds produced b

y

them resembling the

fall o
f

the thunder upon the mountain breast . Like two ele
phants encountering each other with the ends o

f

their tusks o
r

like two bulls with their horns , those two illustrious and fore
most warriors o

f

the Kuru and the Sātwata races , fought with
each other , sometimes binding each other with their arms ,

sometimes striking each other with their heads , sometimes
intertwining each other ' s legs , sometimes slapping their arm
pits , sometimes pinching each other with their nails , some
times clasping each other tightly , sometimes twining their legs
round each other ' s loins , sometimes rolling o

n the ground ,

sometimes advancing , sometimes receding , sometimes challeng
ing each other , sometimes throwing each other down , sometimes
rising u

p , and sometimes leaping u
p . 44 - 46 Indeed , those two

mighty combatants showed in that encounter , O Bhārata , al
l

the two and thirty kinds o
f

separate manœuvres and acts that

characterise encounters o
f

that kind . * ?

“ 'When Sātwata ' s weapons were exhausted during his en
gagement with Bhuriçrayas , Vāsudeva said unto Arjuna , – Be
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hold that foremost of a
ll

bowmen , vie . , Sätyaki , engaged in

battle , deprived of ca
r
: 48 He hath entered th
e

Bharata host ,

having pierced through it , following in thy wake , O son o
f

Pāndu ! He hath fought with all the Bharata Varriors of great
energy . * ' The giver o

f large sacrificial presents , viz . , Bhuri
çravas , hath encountered that foremost of warriors while tired
with fatigue . Desirous o

f

battle , Bhuriçravas is about to en

counter the advancing Bhima . Itwill , O Arjuna , be a very un
equal encounter ! $ º _ Then that warrior invincible in battle , viz . ,

Bhuriçravas , excited with wrath , vigorously struck Sātyaki , O

king , like an infuriate elephant striking a
n infuriate compeer . "

Those two foremost o
f

warriors , both upon their cars and both
excited with wrath , fought o

n , O king , Kecava and Arjuna
witnessing their encounter . 58 Then the mighty -armed Krishna ,

addressing Arjuna , said , Behold , that tiger among the Vrish

nis and the Andhakas has succumbed to Somadatta ' s so
n
! "

Having achieved the most difficult feats , exhausted with exer
tion , he hath been deprived o

f h
is

ca
r
! O Arjuna , protect

Sāty aki , thy heroic disciple is * See that that foremost of men
may not , fo

r

thy sake , O tiger among men , succumb to Bhuri
cravas devoted to sacrifices ! O puissant one , speedily d

o what

is needed : 55 _ Dhananjaya , with a cheerful heart , addressing
Vāsudeva , said , Behold , that bull amongst the Kurus and
that foremost ore among the Vrishnis are sporting with each

other , 56 like a huge elephant mad with rage sporting with a

mighty lion in the forest ! — While Dhananjaya the son of Pāndu

was thus speaking , 57 loud cries of oh and alas arose among the
troops , O bull of Bharata ' s race , since themighty -armed Bhuri
çravas , exerting vigorously , struck Sātyaki and brought him
down upɔn the ground . 68 And like a lion dragging a

n ele
phunt , that foremost one of Kuru ' s race , viz . , Buriçravas , that
giver o

f profuse presents a
t

sacrifices , dragging that foremost

one amongst the Sātwatas , looked resplendent in that battle .

Then Bhuriçravas , in that encounter , drawing his sword from
the scabbard , seized Satyaki b

y

the hair o
f

h
is

head and struck

him a
t the chest with h
is feet . Bhuriçravas then was about

to cut of
f

from Sātyaki ' s trunk his head decked with ear -rings .

For sometime the Sātwata hero rapidly whirled bis head with
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the arm of Bhuriçravas that held it by the hair , like a potter 's
wheel whirled round with the staff . Beholding Sātwata thus
dragged in battle by Bhuriçravas , Våsudeva once more, O king ,
addressed Arjuna and said ,68 - Behold , that tiger among the
Vrishnis and the Andhakas , that disciple of thine , O mighty
armed one, not inferior to thee in bowmanship , hath succumbed
to Somadatta 's son 64 O Pārtha , since Bhuriçravas is thus
prevailing over the Vrishni hero Satyaki of prowess incapable

of being baftled , the very name of the latter is about to be
falsified 1

8
5
* — Thus addressed b
y

Vasudeva , the mighty -armed

so
n

o
f Pāndu mentally worshipped Bhuriçravas in that battle ,

saying , I am glad that Bhuriçravas , that enhancer o
f the

fame o
f

the Kurus , is dragging Sātyaki in battle , as if in

sport . 67 Without slaying Sātyaki , that foremost one among
the heroes of the Vrishni race , the Kuru warrior is only dragg

in
g

him like a mighty lion in the forest dragging a huge

elephant : * 8 — Mentally applauding the Kuru warrior thus , 0

king , the mighty -armed Arjuna the so
n

o
f

Prithā , replied unto
Vāsudeva , saying , 69 _ My eyes having rested upon the ruler of
the Sindhus , I could not , 0 Mādhava , see Sātyaki ! I shall ,
however , fo

r

the sake o
f

that Yādava warrior , achieve a most
difficult feat ! ' . - Having said these words , in obedience to Vāsu
deva , the son o

f Pāndu fixed o
n Gāndiva a sharp razor -headed

arrow . ? That arrow , shot by Pārtha ' s hands and resembling

a dazzling meteor flashing down from the firmament , cut o
ff

the Kuru warrior ' s arm with the sword in its grasp and decked
with Anguda . ' " 73

SECTION CXLIII .

“ Sanjaya said , - ' That arm ( o
f

Bhuriçravas ) decked with

Angadu and holding the sword in it
s

grasp , (thus cut of
f
) , fell

down o
n the Earth to the great grief o
f

a
ll living creatures . "

* I do not render 6
5 literally . Satyaki is called " Satyavikrama , "

i . , e . , of “ true prowess " or " of prowess incapable of being baffled . ” If he

sustains a defeat today a
t

Bhuriçravas ' s hands , that title o
f

his will b
e

falsified . This is al
l

that Krishna means . - T .

55
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Indeed , that arm , which was to have cut o
ff Satyaki ' s head ,

itself cut o
ff b
y

the unseen Arjuna , quickly dropped down o
n

the Earth like a snake o
f

five heads . " The Kuru warrior ,

beholding himself incapacitated b
y

Pārtha , abandoned h
is

hold

o
n Sātyaki and wrathfully reproved the son o
f

Pandu ,

“ 'Bhuriçravas said , - Thou hast , O son of Kunti , done a

cruel and heartless deed , since without being engaged with m
e ,

thou hast , unseen b
y

me , cut o
ff my arm ! 4 Shalt thou not

have to say unto Yudhishthira , the royal son o
f

Dharma , even

this , viz . , Bhuriçravas , while otherwise engaged , was slain

b
y

me in battle ? s _ Wert thou tanght this use o
f weapons b
y

the high -souled Indra , or b
y

Rudra , O Pārtha , or b
y

Drona ,

o
r by Kripa ! Thou art , in this world , better acquainted with

the rules abɔut the use o
f weapons than a
ll

others ! Why then

hast thou cut o
ff

in battle the a
rm o
f
a warrior who was n
o
t

engaged with thee ? ? The righteous never strike him that is

heedless o
r

him that is terrified , or him that is made carless ,

o
r

him that beggeth fo
r

life o
r protection , or him that hath

fallen into distress ! 8 Why then , O Pārtha , hast thou perpe

trated such a
n extremely unworthy deed that is sinful , that is

worthy only of a low wretch , and that is practised b
y

only a
wicked wight ! ' A respectable person , O Dhananjaya , can easily
accomplish a deed that is respectable . A deed , huwever , that

is disrespectable becomes difficult o
f accomplishment b
y
a per

son that is respectable . A man quickiy catches the behaviour

o
f

those with whom and amongst whom h
e

moves . This is

seen in thee , O Pārtha ! " Being o
f royal lineage and born ,

especially , in Kuru ' s race , how hast thou fallen o
ff

from the

duties o
f
a Kshatriya , although thou wert o
f good behaviour

and observant o
f excellent vows ! " This mean act that thou

hast perpetrated fo
r

the sake o
f the Vrishni warrior , is , with

out doubt , conformable to . Vāsudeva ' s counsels ! Such a
n

a
ct

does not suit one like thee ! 13 Who else , unless h
e

were a

friend o
f

Krishna ' s , would inflict such a wrong upon one

that is heedlessly engaged with another in battle ? ! * The

Vrishnis and the Andhakas are bad Kshatriyas , ever engaged

in sinful deeds , and a
re , by nature , addicted to censurable

behaviour . Why , O Pārtha , hast thou taken them fo
r

thy
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model ? — Thus addressed in battle , Pārtha replied unto Bhuri
fravas , saying ,* 18_ It is evident that with the decrepitude
of the body one 's intellect also becomes decrepit , since , O lord ,
all these senseless words have been uttered by thee ! 6 Although

thou knowest Hrishikeça and myself well , how is it that thou
rebukest us thus ? Knowing as I do the rules of battles and
conversant as I am with th

e

meaning o
f

a
ll

the scriptures , " ? I

would never do a
n

act that is sinful ! Knowing this well , thou
rebukest me yet ! The Kshatriyas battle with their foes , sur
rounded b

y

their own followers , ' 8 their brothers , sires , sons ,

relatives , kinsmen , companions , and friends . These also fight ,

relying o
n the (strength o
f ) arms o
f

those they follow . " Why
then should I not protect Sātyaki , my disciple and dear kins
man , who is fighting fo

r

our sake in this battle , regardless o
f

life itself that is so difficult of being laid down .t2o Invincible

in fight , Sātyaki , o king , is my right arm in battle . One
should not protect his own self only , when h

e goes to battle . ”

He , O king , who is engaged in th
e

business o
f

another , should

b
e protected ( b
y

that other ) . Such men being protected , the
king is protected in press o

f battle . If I had calmly beheld
Sātyaki on the point o

f being slain in great battle (and had not
interfered fo

r

saving him ) , sin would then , owing to Sātyaki ' s

death , have been mine for such negligence ! 23 Why then dost
thou became angry with me fo

rmy having protected Sātyaki ?

Thou rebukest me , o king , saying . - Though engaged with

another , I have yet been maimed b
y

thee ! - In that matter ,

I answer , I judged wrongly . Sometimes shaking my armour ,

sometimes riding o
n my car , sometimes drawing the bowstring ,

I was fighting with my enemies in the midst o
f
a host resem

* This is , as printed in the Bengal texts , a triplet . Bad Kshatri
triyas , original — Vratyus . A Brāhmana o

r
a Kshatriya o
r
a Vaiçya b
e

conues a Vrūtyas when the usual scriptural rites are not performed in

proper time in respect o
f his person . He becomes , what is called , a

fullen person . - T .

+ Verse 2
0

is incomplete . I supply the words , - - "Why then should I

not protect " in order to make themeaning intelligible . The first line

o
f

2
1

is grammitically connected with 2
0 . To avoid a
n ugly construc

tion I render it separately . - T .
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bling the vasty deep, teeming with cars and elephants and
abounding with steeds and foot-soldiers and echoing with fierce
leonine shouts. Amongst friends and fues engaged with one
another , how could it be possible that the Sātwata warrior w

a
s

engaged with only one person in battle ? Having fought with

many , and vanquished many mighty car -warriors , "438 Satyaki

had been tired . His animals also had been tired . He himself ,

aMicted with weapons , had become cheerless . Having , under
such circumstances , vanquished the mighty car -warrior Sātya

ki , " ' and brought him under thy control , thou soughtest to

display thy superi srity ! Thou hadst desired to cut of
f ,with th
y

sword , the head o
f Sātyaki in battle 1
3
0

I could not possibly

behold with indifference Sātyaki reduced to that strait ! * Thou

shɔuldst rather rebuke thy own self since thou didst not take

care o
f thyself (when seeking to injure another ) ! Indeed , O

hero , how wouldst thou have behaved towards one who is thy

dependant ? ' _ 31

" Sanjaya continued , — Thus addressed ( by Arjuna ) , the
mighty -armed and illustrious Bhuriçravas bearing the device

o
f

the sacrificial stake on his banner , abandoning Yuyudhāna ,

desired to die according to the vow o
f Praya .ts3 Distinguished

b
yminy righteous deeds , he spread with his left hand a bed

o
f

arrows , and desirous of proceeding to the region o
f

Brah

man , committed his senses to the care o
f the deities presiding

over them . 3 Fixing his gaze o
n the Sun , and setting h
is

cleansed heart on the Moon , and thinking o
f
(the mantras in )

the great Upanishad , Bhuriçravas , betaking himself to Yoga ,

ceased to speak . 34 Then al
l

the persons in the entire army

begin to speak ill of Krishna and Dhananjaya and applaud

Bhuriçravas , that bull among men . " Though censured , the
two Krishnas , however , spoke not a word disagreeable ( to the
dying hero ) . The stake -bannered Bhuriçravas also , though
thus applauded , felt no joy . 36 Then Pāndu ' s son Dhananjaya ,

* Literally , “who could witness with indifference Satyaki reduced to

that plight ? ” — T .

• Ganerafly , en die , abstaining from a
ll

food . It is a method o
f

fr
e
e
.

ing the soul from the body b
y

Poga . — T .
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called also Phālguna , incapable of bearing thy sons speaking in
that strain as also of putting up with their words and the
Words of BSuriçravas , 0 Bhārata , in grief and without an
angry heart , and as if for reminding them all, said these

words ,97-33— All the kings are acqiiainted with this my great
vow , viz., that no one shall succeed in slaying anybody that
belongs to our side , as long as the latter is within the range
of my shafts !" Remembering this, O stake-bannered one, it
behoveth thee not to censureme ! Without knowing what is
morality , it is not proper fo

r

one to censure others . ' That I

hive cut of
f

thy arm while thou , well -armed in battle , wert

o
n the point o
f slaying ( the unarmed ) Sātyaki , is not a
t

all

contrary to morality ! * * But what righteous man is there , O

sire , that would applaud the slaughter of Abhimanyu , a mere
child , without arms , deprived o

f

car , and his armour fallen

o
f
? ? _ Thus addressed b
y

Pārtha , Bhuriçravas touched the
ground with his head and offered with his left arm the right one

(that had been lopped o
ff ) . The stake -bannered Bhuriçravas ,

O king , of dazzling effulgence , having heard those words of
Pārtha , remained silent , with his head hanging down . * * Then
Arjuna said , - eldest brother of Cala , equal to what I bear

to king Yudhishthira the just , or Bhima , that foremost o
f all

mighty persons , or Nakula , or Sahadeva , is the love I bear to

thee ! * S Commanded b
y

me as also b
y

the illustrious Krishna ,

repair thou to the regions o
f

the righteous , even where Civi
the son o

f

Uçinara is ! - 46

“ «Vāsudeva also said , - Thou hast constantly performed
sacrifices and Agnihotras ! Go thou then , without delay , into
those pure regions o

f mine that incessantly blaze forth with
splendour and that are desired by the foremost o

f

deities with

Brahman a
s

their head , and becoming equal to myself , be thou
borne o

n the back o
f

Garuda — ' 47

" Sanjaya continued , - "Set free b
y

Somadatta ' s son , the
grandson o

f Cini , rising u
p , drew his sword and desired to cut

off the head of the high - souled Bhuriçravas . 48 Indeed , Sātya

ki desired to slay the sinless Bhuriçravas , the eldest brother o
f

Cala , that giver of profuse presents in sacrifices , who was stay
ing with his senses withdrawn from battle , who had already
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been almost slain by the son of Pāndu,'' who was sitting with
his a

rm lopped o
ff , and who resembled o
n that account a trunk

less elephant . All the warriors loudly censured h
im ( fo
r

h
is

intention ) . But deprived of reason , 5º and forbidden b
y

Krishna

and the high - souled Pārtha , and Bhima , and the two protectors

o
f

the two wheels ( o
f Arjuna ' s car , viz . , Yudhāmanyu and

Uttamarjas ) , and Açwatthāman , and Kripa , " and Karna , and

Vrishasena , and the ruler of the Sindhus also , and while the

soldiers were yet uttering shouts o
f disapproval , Satyaki slew

Bhuriçravas while in the observance o
f his vow . s : Indeed ,

Satyaki , with his sword , cut of
f

the head o
f

the Kuru warrior

who had been deprived o
f

his arm b
y

Pārtha and who was then
sitting in Prāya fo

r

freeing his soul from the body . " The war
riors did not applaud Sātyaki fo

r

that act o
f

his in slaying that

perpetuator o
f

Kuru ' s race who had before been almost slain b
y

Pārtha . * The Siddhas , the Chāranas , and the men , there
present , as also the gods , beholding the Cakra -like Bhuriçravas
slain in that battle though sitting in the observance o

f the

Priya vow , began to applaud him , amazed a
t

the acts accom

plished b
y

him . Thy soldiers also argued the matter , saying " 5 - 45

- It is no fa ! ılt of the Vrishni hero . That which was pre -ordain

Wrath is the carise o
f men ' s sorrow . 57 Itwas ordained that Bhuri

çavus would b
e

slain b
y

the Vrishni hero . There is no us
e

o
f

judging o
f

it
s propriety o
r

otherwise . The Creator had ordained
Sātyaki to be the cause of Bhuriçravas ' s death in battle ! 58 –

“ Sātyaki said , - Ye sinful Kauravas , wearing the outward
garments of righteousness , ye tell me , in words o

f

virtue , that

Bhuriçraras should not b
e

slain ! 59 Where , however , did this
righteousness o

f yours g
o

when y
e

slew in battle that child ,

viz . , the son of Subhadrā , while destitute o
f arms ? I had ,

in a certain fi
t

o
f haughtiness vowed that he who would , throw

in
g

me down alive in battle , strike me with h
is

foot in rage , " ?

h
e

would b
e

slain b
y

me even though that foe should adopt the

vow o
f

asceticism ! Struggling in the encounter , with m
y

arms and eyes whole and sound , 62 ye had yet regarded m
e

a
s

dead ! This was a
n act o
f folly o
n your part ! Y
e

bulls among

the Kurus , the slaughter of Bhuriçravas , accomplished b
y

m
e ,
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hath been very proper 16
8

Pārtha , however , b
y

cutting o
ff

this one ' s arm with sword in grasp fo
r

fulfilling , from his

a festion fo
r

me , his own v
o
w

(about protecting all on hi
s

side ) ,

hath simply robbed me o
f glory ! * 4 That which is ordained

must happen . It is destiny that works ! Bhuriçravas hath
been slain in press o

f battle ! What si
n

have I perpetrated ? 6
4

In days of yore Vālmiki sang this verse o
n Earth , viz . , - Thore

sayest , o ape , that women should not b
e slain ! 66 In a
ll

ages , however , men should always , with resolute care , accom
plish that which gives pain to enemies ! _ 67

" Sanjaya continued , - 'After Sātyaki had said these words ,

none amongst the Pāndavas and the Kauravas , O king , said
anything . On the other hand , they mentally applauded Bhuri
çravas . * No one there applauded the slaughter of Somadatta ' s

illustrious son who resembled a
n ascetic living in the woods

o
r

one sanctified with mantras in a great sacrifice , and who had
given away thousands o

f

golden coins . 69 The head o
f that hero ,

graced with beautiful blue locks and eyes red a
s

those o
f pigeons ,

looked like the head of a horse cut of
f
in a horse -sacrifice and

placed o
n the sacrificial altar . * 70 Sanctified b
y

h
is prowess

and the death h
e

obtained a
t

the edge o
f

the weapon , the buon
giving Bhuriçravas , worthy o

f every boon , casting off his
body in great battle , repaired to regions o

n high , filling the
welkin with his high virtues . ' " 71

SECTION CXLIV .

"Dhritarăshtra said , - 'Unvanquished by Drona and Rādhā ' s

son and Vikarna and Kritavarman , how could the heroic Sātya

ki , never before checked in battle , having after his promise to .

Yudhishthira crossed the ocean o
f

the Kaurava troops , be

humiliated b
y

the Kuru warrior Bhuriçravas and forcibly

thrown down o
n the ground ? ? 1 - 3

“ Sanjaya said , — 'Hear , 0 king , about the origin , in past
times , of Cini ' s grandson , and of how Bhuriçravas also came

to b
e

descended . This will explain thy doubts . Atri had fo
r

* Literally , "near the place assigned for the sacrificial butter . ” — T .
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son Sömu. Syma's son was called Vudha . Vudha had one
son , of the splendour of the great Indra , called Pururavas .*
Pururavas had a son called Ayush . Ayush had for son Nahu
sha. Nahushı had fo

r

his son Yayāti who was a royal

sage equal to a celestial . Yayāti had b
y Devayāni Yadu

fo
r

his eldest son . In Yadu ' s race was born a son o
f

the

name o
f Devamida . Devamida o
f

Yadu ' s race had a son

nained Cura applauded in the three worlds . Cura had fo
r

h
is

son that foremost o
f men , viz . , the celebrated Vasudeva . '

Foremost in bɔwmanship , Cura was equal to Kārtaviryya in

battle . In Cura ' s race and equal unto Cura in energy was

born Cini , O king ! About this time , o king , happened the
self -choice o

f

the high -souled Devaka ' s daughter , in which all
the Kshatriyas were present . In that self - choice , Cini , van
quishing a

ll

the kings , quickly took u
p

o
n his car the princess

Devaki fo
r

the sake o
f

Vasudeva . Beholding the princess

Devaki on Cini ' s ca
r , that bull among men , viz . , the brave

Somadatta o
f mighty energy could not brook the sight . " A

battle , O king , ensued between the two which lasted fo
r

half

a day and was beautiful and wonderful to behold . The battle
that took place between those twomighty men was a wrestling

encounter . That bull among men , " v
iz . , Somadatta , was

forcibly thrown down o
n the Earth b
y

Cini . Uplifting his
sword and seizing him b

y

the hair , Cini struck his fo
e

with

his foot , ' s in the midst of many thousands of kings who stood

a
s spectators all around . A
t

last from compassion h
e let him

o
ff , saying , Live ! ' * _ Reduced to that plight b
y

Cini , Somadatta ,

O sire , under the influence of wrath , began to pay his adora

tions to Mahādeva fo
r

inclining h
im

to grace . That great
lord o

f a
ll

boon -giving deities , vi
z
. , Mahādeva , became gratified

with him and asked him to solicit the boon h
e

desired . The
royal Somadatta then solicited the following boon , viz . , ' - I

desire a son , O divine lord , who will strike Cini ' s son in the
midst of thousands of kings and who will in battle strike him

with his foot ! ! ? Hearing these words , O king , of Samadatta ,

the god saying , - So be it - disappeared then and there . " It

was in consequence o
f

the gift o
f that boon that Somadatta

sabzey 'rently obtained the highly charitable Bhuriçravas for
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son , and it was fo
r

this , Somadatta ' s son threw down Cini ' s

descendant in battle , ' ' and struck him , before the eyes of the
whole army , with his foot . I have now told thee , O king , what
thou hadst asked me . 20 Indeed , the Sātwata hero is incapable

o
f being vanquished in battle b
y

even foremost o
f

men . The
Vrishni heroes a

re all of sure aim in battle , and are conversant
with a

ll

modes o
f

warfare . They are vanquishers of the very
gods , the Dänavas , and the Gandharvas . They are never
confounded . They always fight , relying upon their own energy .

They are never dependent o
n others . None , O lord , are seen

in this world to be equal to the Vrishnis ! None , O bull of

Bharata ' s race , have been , are , or will b
e , equal in might to

the Vrishnis . " They never show disrespect to their kinsmen .

They are always obedient to the commands o
f

those that are

reverend in years . The very gods and Asuras and Gandharvas ,

the Yakshas , the Uragas , and the Rākshasas cannot et van
quish the Vrishni heroes , what need be said o

f

men , therefore ,

in battle ? They never covet the possessions o
f

Brāhmanas o
r

their preceptors or their kinsmen . They never covet also the
possessions o

f

those that ever render them a
id

o
n any occasion

o
f

distress . Devoted to the Brāhmanas and truthful in speech ,

they never display any pride although they are wealthy . * Even
the strong the Vrishnis regard as weak and rescue them from

distress Always devoted to the gods , the Vrishnis are self -res
trained , charitable ,and free from pride . It is fo

r

this that the
prowess * o

f

the Vrishnis is never baffled . A person may remove
the mountains o

f

Meru , or swim across the very ocean . But

n
o

one can , o king , encountering the Vrishnis , prevail over
them . I have now told thee everything about which thou hadst
thy doubts , O lord ! All this , however , O king of the Kurus ,

that is happening , is due to thy evil policy , O best of men ! " 93

SECTION CXLV .

" Dhritarăshtra said , 'After the Kuru warrior Bhuriçravas
had been slain under those circumstances , tell me , O Sanjaya ,

how proceeded the battle ! ? !

* Nilakantha explains chakram a
s pratā pam . – T .

56
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“ Sanjaya said , —'After Bhuriçravas had proceeded to the
other world , O Bhārata , the mighty- armed Arjuna urged Väsu
deva , saying , – Urge the steeds , 0 Krishna, to greater speed
for taking me to the spot where king Jayadratha is ! O sinless

one , it behoveth thee to make my vow true ! O mighty -armed

one , the Sun is quickly proceeding towards the Asta hills . O
tiger among mon , this great task should be achieved by me !
The ruler of the Sindhus is, again , protected by many mighty

ca
r
-warriors among the Kuru army . Urge thou the steeds ,

therefore , O Krishna , in such a way that I may , by slaying
Jayadratha before the Sun sets , make my vow true ! — Then the
mighty -armed Krishna , conversant with horse - lore , urged those
steeds o

f silvery hue towards the car o
f Jayadratha . Then ,

O king , many leaders of the Kuru army , such a
s Duryodhana

and Karna and Vrishasena and the ruler of the Madras and

Açwatthāman and Kripa and the ruler o
f

the Sindhus himself ,

rushed with speed , 0 king , against Arjuna whose shafts were
never baffled and who was proceeding o

n

his car drawn by

steeds o
f great fleetness . Vibhatsu , however , getting a
t the

ruler of the Sindhus who was staying before him , 4 - 9 and cast
ing his glances upon him , seemed to scorch him with his eyes

blazing with wrath . Then king Duryodhana quickly addressed
the son o

f

Rādhā . Indeed , O monarch , thy son Suyodhana

said unto Karna , 10 - 12 0 so
n

o
f Vikartana , that time o
f battle

hath coine a
t

last ! O high - souled one , exhibit now thy
might ! O Karna , act in such a way that Jayadratha may

not b
e

slain b
y Arjuna ! 18 O foremost o
f men , the day is

about to expire . Strike now the fo
e

with clouds o
f

shafts !

If the day expire , O foremost o
f

men , victory , O Karna ,

will certainly b
e ours ! 3 If the ruler of the Sindhus can be

protected till the setting o
f the Sun , then Pārtha , his vow

falsified , will enter the blazing fire . " O giver o
f

honors ,

the brothers , then , of Arjuna , with all their followers , will
not b

e

able to live for even a moment in a world that is

destitute o
f Arjuna ! ! Upon the death o
f the sons o
f

Pāndu ,

the whole o
f

this Earth , O Karna , with her mountains and

waters and forests , we will enjoy without a thorn in our side ! ' *

O giver o
f honors , it seems that Pārtha , who without ascer
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taining what is practicable and what impracticable , made this
vow in battle, was aMicted by destiny itself, his judgment
having taken a misdirected course !!? Without doubt , O Karna ,
the diadem -decked son of Pāndu must have made this vow
about the slaughter of Jayadratha fo

r

his own destruction ! !

How , O son o
f

Rādhā , when thou art alive , will Phālguna
succeed in slaying the ruler o

f

the Sindhus before th
e

Sun goes

battle when the latter is protected b
y

the king o
f

the Madras ,

and by the illustrious Kripa ? 20 How will Vibhatsu , who it

seems hath been urged o
n b
y

Fate , ge
t

a
t the ruler o
f

the
Sindhus when the latter is prctected b

y
Drona ' s son , by myself ,

The Sun is hanging low in the sky . Pārtha will not even get at

Jayadratha in battle , O giver of honors ! Do thou , therefore ,

O Karna , with myself and other brave and mighty ca
r
-warriors ,

with Drona ' s son and the ruler of the Madras and Kripa , 23

fight with Pārtha in battle , exerting thyself with the great
est firmness and resolution ! — Thus addressed b

y thy so
n , O

sire , the son of Rādhā ? 4 replied unto Duryodhana , that fore

most one among the Kurus , in these words : — Deeply hath
my body been pierced in battle b

y

the brave bowman Bhima
sena , capable of striking vigorously , with repeated showers o

f

arrows ! O giver of honors , that I am yet present in battle is

because that one like me should b
e present here : 25 – 26 Scorched

with the powerful shafts of Bhimasena , every limb o
f mine is

suffering tortures . I shall , however , fo
r

a
ll

that , fight to the
best o

fmy powers . My life itself is for thee ? ? ? I shall strive
my best so that this foremost one o

f

the sons o
f

Pāndu may

not succeed in slaying the ruler of the Sindhus . As long a
s I

shall fight , shooting my whetted shafts , " the heroic Dhanan
jaya capable o

f drawing the bow with even h
is

left hand will
not succeed in getting a

t

the ruler o
f the Sindhus ! All that

a person bearing love and affection to thee and always solicitous

o
f thy good may d
o , aº shall be done b
y

me , O thou of Kuru ' s

race ! A
s

regards victory , that depends o
n destiny ! I shall

in battle today exert myself tomy utmost for the sake o
f

the

ruler o
f

the Sindhus , tº and for achieving thy good , O king !
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Victory, however, is dependent on destiny ! Relying on my
manliness , I shall fight with Arjuna today " fo

r

thy sake , O

tiger among men ! Victory , however , is dependent on destiny !

O chief o
f

the Kurus , let all the troops behold today the fierce
battle , making the very hair to stand o

n

end , that takes place
between myself and Arjuna ! - While Karna and th

e

Kuru

king were thus talking to each other in battle , 32 - $ Arjuna
began , with his keen arrows , to slaughter thy host . With h

is

brvad -headed arrows of great sharpness , he began to cut of
f

in that battle the arms , looking like spiked clubs or the trunks

o
f elephants , of unreturning heroes . And the mighty -armed

hero also cut o
ff their heads with whetted shafts . 84 - 45 And

Vibhatsu also cut off the trunks of elephants and the necks o
f

steeds and the Akshus o
f

cars a
ll

around , as also blood -dyed

horsemen armed with spears and lances , with razor -faced arrows ,

into two o
r three fragments . And steeds and foremost of ele

phants 36 – 37 and standards and umbrellas and bows and yak

tails and heads fell fast on all sides . Consuming thy host like

a blazing fire consuming a heap o
f dry grass , 38 Pārtha soon

caused the Earth to b
e covered with blood . And the mighty

and invincible Pārtha , of prowess incapable o
f being baffled ,

causing a
n

immense slaughter in that army of thine , soon
reached the ruler o

f

the Sindhus . Protected b
y

Bhimasena

and b
y

Sātwata , Vibhatsu , 89 – 46 ( ) chief o
f the Bharatas , looked

resplendent like a blazing fi
re . Beholding Phālguna in that

state , the mighty bowmen o
f thy army , those bulls among

men , endued with wealth o
f energy , could not brook h
im .

Then Duryodhana and Karna and Vrishasena and the ruler o
f

the Madras , 41 - 43 and Acwatthāman and Kripa and the ruler of

the Sindhus himself , excited with wrath and fighting fo
r

th
e

sake o
f

th
e

Sindhu king , encompassed the diadem -decked
Arjuna o

n a
ll

sides . All those warriors , skilled in battle ,

placing the ruler o
f

the Sindhus at their back , and desirous o
f

slaying Arjuna and Krishna , fearlessly surrounded Pārtha , that
hero conversant with battle , who was then dancing along the
track o
f

his ca
r
, producing fierce sounds with the bowstring

and his palms , and resembling the Destroyer himself with
wide -open mouth . * + - + 6 The Sun then had assumed a red hue in
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the sky. Desirous of h
is (speedy ) setting , the Kaurava war

riors , bending their bows with arms resembling the (tapering )

bodies o
f snakes , “ sped their shafts in hundreds , towards Phāl

shafts thus sped towards him , into two , three , or eight fragments ,

the diadem -decked Arjuna , invincible in battle , pierced them all

in that encounter . Then Açwatthāman , bearing o
n his banner

themark of th
e

lion ' s tail , displaying his might , 47 - 48 began , O

king , to resist Arjuna . Indeed , the son o
f

Caradwat ' s daughter ,

piercing Pārtha with ten shafts and Väsudeva with seven , 49

stayed in the track o
f Arjuna ' s car , protecting the ruler of

the Sindhus . Then many foremost ones among the Kurus ,

great ca
r
-warriors al
l , encompassed Arjuna o
n all sides with a

large throng o
f cars . Stretching their bows and shooting

countless shafts , 50 - 51 they began to protect the ruler of the

Sindhus , a
t

the command o
f thy son . We then beheld the

might o
f

arms of the brave Pārtha , 52 as also the inexhaustible
character of his shafts , and the power , too , o

f

his bow Gan
dira . Baffling with his own weapons those o

f

Drona ' s son
and Kripa , " h

e pierced every one o
f

those warriors with nine

shafts . Then Drona ' s so
n

pierced him with five and twenty

arrows , and Vrishasena with seven ; 54 and Duryodhana pierced

him with twenty , and Karna and Calwa each with three . And
all of them roared a

t

him and continued to pierce him fre
quently . And shaking their bows , they surrounded h

im o
n

all sides . And soon they caused their cars to be drawn u
p
in a

serried line around Arjuna . 56 Desirous of the (speedy ) setting

o
f

the Sun , thosemighty car -warriors o
f

the Kaurava army ,

endued with great activity , began to roar a
t Arjuna , and

shaking their bows , 57 cuvered him with showers of keen arrows

like clouds pouring rain o
n

a mountain . Those brave war
riors , with arms resembling heavy clubs , also displayed o

n

that occasion , o king , on Dhananjaya ' s body their celestial
weapons . Having caused a

n

immense slanghter in thy army ,

themighty , 58 – 59 and invincible Dhananjaya , of prowess incapable

o
f being baffled , came upon the ruler of the Sindhus . Karna ,

however , O king , with his arrows , resisted him in that battle , 60

in the very sight , О Bhārata , of Bhimasena and Sātwata . The
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mighty -armed Pārtha , in the very sight of all the troops ,
pierced the Suta 's so

n , in return , with te
n

arrows , on the field
o
f

battle . Then Sātwata , o sire , pierced Karna with three
arrows. 61 - 63 And Bhimasena pierced him with three arrows ,

and Pārtha himself , once more , with seven . The mighty car
warrior Karna then pierced each o

f

those three warriors with

sixty arrows . 68 And thus , O king , raged that battle between
Karna alone ( on one side ) and the many ( on the other ) . The
prowess , O sire , that we then beheld o

f

the Suta ' s son was
wonderful in the extreme , 64 since , excited with wrath in battle ,

h
e singly resisted those three great ca
r
-warriors . Then th
e

mighty -armed Phālguna , in that battle , pierced Karna the so
n

o
f Vikartana , in al
l

his limbs , with a hundred arrows . All
his limbs bathed in blood , the Sutu ' s son o

f great prowess66 - 66

and bravery pierced Phālguna in return with fifty arrows .

Beholding that lightness o
f

hand displayed b
y

him in battle ,

Arjuna brooked it not . 6 ? Cutting o
ff his bow , that hero , vi
z
. ,

Dhananjaya the son o
f Prithā , quickly pierced Karna in the

centre o
f

the chest with nine arrows . Then Dhananjaya , with
great speed a

t
a time when speed was necessary , shot in that

battle a shaft of solar effulgence fo
r

the destruction o
f

Karna . 68 – 69 Drona ' s son , however ,with a crescent -shaped arrow ,
cut of

f

that shaft a
s
it coursed impetuously (towards Karna ) .

Thus cut off b
y

Açwatthāman , that shaft fell down o
n

the

Earth . ” Endued with great prowess , the Suta ' s son then ,

taking u
p

another bow , covered the son of Pāndu with several
thousands o

f

arrows . " Pārtha , however , like the wind dis
persing a flight of locusts , dispelled with h

is own arrows that

extraordinary shower of arrows issuing out of Karna ' s bow . * *

Then Arjuna , displaying his lichtness of hands , covered Karna ,

in that battle , with his arrows , in the very sight of al
l

th
e

troops . 73 Karna also , that slayer of hosts , desirous of counter
acting Arjuna ' s feat , covered Arjuna with several thousands o

f

arrows . 74 Roaring at each other like two bulls , those lions
among men , those mighty car -warriors , shrouded the welkin
with clouds o

f straight shafts . 75 Each rendered invisible b
y

the other ' s arrowy showers , they continued to strike each other .

And they roared a
t

cach other and pierced cach other with
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their wordy darts , saying , - I am Pārtha , wait ! - or I am
Karna , wait , 0 Phālguna !— Indeed , those two heroes fought
with each other beautifully , displaying great activity and

skill.76-77 And the sight they presented was such that al
l

the

warriors became witnesses o
f

that battle . And applauded b
y

Siddhas , Chāranas , and Pannagas , " they fought with each
other , O king , each desirous of slaying the other . Then Dur
yodhana , 0 king , addressing thy warriors , said , ” — Carefully
protect the son o

f

Rādhā ! Without slaying Arjuna h
e

would

not abstain from battle ! Even this iswhat Vrisha told me ! 80 —

Meanwhile , ( ) monarch , beholding the prowess of Karna ,

Arjuna o
f

white steeds , with four shafts shot from the bow
string drawn to the ear , despatched the four steeds o

f Karna

to Yama ' s domains . And he also felled , with a broad -headed
arrow , Karna ' s charioteer from h

is niche in the car . 81 - 82 And h
e

covered Karna himself with clouds of shafts in the very sight

o
f thy son . Thus shrouded with arrows , the steedless and

driverless Karna , 88 stupefied b
y

that arrowy shower , knew not
what to d

o . Beholding him made carless , Açwatthāman , O
king , caused him to ride o

n his car , and continued to fight

with Arjuna . Then the ruler of the Madras pierced the son o
f

Kunti with thirty arrows . 84 - 86 Caradwat ' s so
n

pierced Vāsu

deva with twenty arrows . And h
e

struck Dhananjaya also

with a dozen shafts . 86 And the ruler of the Sindhus pierced

Krishna and Pārtha each with four arrows , and Vrishasena
also pierced each o

f

them , o king , with seven arrows . 37 Kun

ti ' s son Dhananjaya pierced a
ll

o
f

them in return . Indeed ,

piercing Drona ' s son with four and sixty shafts , and the ruler

o
f

the Madras with a hundred , $ s and the Sindhu king with

te
n

broad headed arrows , and Vrishasena with three arrows , and
Caradwat ' s son with twenty , Pārtha uttered a loud shout . a9

Desirous o
f baffling the vow o
f Savyasāchin , thy warriors ,

excited with wrath , quickly rushed a
t Dhananjaya from all

sides . Then Arjuna , frightening the Dhārtarāshtras , invoked
into existence the Vāruna weapon o

n a
ll

sides . The Kaura
vas , however , on their costly cars , pouring showers o

f arrows ,

advanced against the so
n

o
f

Pāndu . ” But , О Bhārata , in

course o
f that stupefying and fierce engagement fraught with
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the greatest confusion , that prince , viz ., Arjuna , decked with

diadem and garland of gold ,never lost his senses. On the other

hand, he continued to pour showers of arrows ." Desirous of
recovering the kingdom and recollecting all the wrongs he h

a
d

suffered fo
r

twelve years in consequence o
f

the Kurus ,the high - ,

souled and immeasurable Arjuna darkened a
ll the points of th
e

compass with shafts shot from Gandiva . " The welkin seemed
ablaze with metors . Innumerable crows , alighting from the

skies , perched o
n the bodies ( of dead combatants ) . Beanwhile

Arjuna continued to slay the fo
e

with his Gāndira like Maha

deva slaying the Asuras with h
is Pināka equipt with tawny

string . * ? 4 Then the illustrious Kiritin , that subjugator of

(hostile ) ranks , dispersing the shafts o
f

the foe by means o
f

h
is

own formidable bow , slaughtered with his arrows many

foremost ones among the Kurus mounted o
n their foremost o
f

steeds and elephants . Then many kings , taking u
p heavy

maces and clubs o
f

iron and swords and darts and diverse

other kinds o
f powerful weapons , and assuming terrible forms ,

rushed suddenly against Pārtha in that battle . ' Then Arjuna ,

bending with his arms his formidable bow Gāndiva which re

sembled the bow o
f

Indra himself and whose twang was a
s

loud

a
s

the roar of the clouds congregrating a
t

the end o
f

the Yuya ,
and laughing the while , went o

n consuming thy troops and

increasing the population o
f Yama ' s kingdom . " Indeed , that

hero caused those raging warriors with their cars and elephants

and with the foot -soldiers and bowmen supporting them , to be

deprived o
f

their arms and lives and thus to swell the popula

tion o
f

Yama ' s domains . ' " 98

SECTION CXLVI .

“ Sanjaya said , - Hearing the twang , resembling th
e

loud

call o
f

Death himself o
r the frightful peal o
f Indra ' s thunder ,

o
f Dhananjaya ' s bow while he stretched it , ' that host o
f thine ,

O king , anxious with fear and exceedingly agitated , became

like the waters o
f

the sea with fishes and makaras within

* The second line o
f
9
4 I render a little freely to make th
e

sense

clearer . - T .
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them , ruffled into mountain waves and lashed into fury by the
hurricane that arises at the end of th

e

Yuga . Then Dhanan
jaya the son o

f
Prithă careered in battle in such a way that

h
e

was seen 2 - 3 at the same time to be present in a
ll

directions ,

displaying his wonderful weapons . Indeed , so light -handed
was the son o

f

Pāndu that we could not mark when h
e

took

out his shafts , O king , when h
e

fixed them o
n the bow -string ,

when h
e

stretched the bow , and when h
e le
t

them o
ff . Then

the mighty -armed one , o king , excited with wrath , invoked

into existence the invincible Aindra weapon , frightening a
ll

the Bharatas . Hundreds and thousands o
f blazing shafts o
f

fiery mouths , inspired b
y mantras with the force o
f celestial

weapons , flowed from it . With those shafts resembling fire

o
r the rays o
f

the Sun , coursing with fierce impeluosity , 4 - 7 the

welkin became incapable o
f being gazed a
t
a
s if filled with

flashing meteors . Then that darkness which had been caused
by the Kauravas with their arrows , which was incapable o

f be

in
g

dispersed even in imagination b
y

others , the son of Pāndu ,
careering around and displaying his prowess , destroyed b

y
means o

f

those shafts o
f h
is

that were inspired b
y

means o
f

mantras with the force o
f celestial weapons , like the Sun

himself speedily dispersing a
t

dawn o
f day the darkness o
f

night b
y

means o
f

h
is rays . The puissant Arjuna , with those

blazing shafts o
f

his , sucked the lives of thy warriors ' ' like the
summer Sun sucking with his hot rays the waters o

f tanks and

lakes . Indeed , those showers o
f

shafts endued with the force

army like the rays o
f

the Sun covering the Earth . Other

arrows o
f

fierce energy , sped ( b
y

Dhananjaya ) , " quickly en

tered the hearts o
f (hostile ) heroes like dear friends . Indeed ,

those brave warriors that came in that battle before
Arjuna , ' s

crushing the lives o
f his foes and their fame , 14 Pārtha careered

in that battle like Death in a
n embodied form . Heads decked

with diadems , massive armsadorned with Angadas , ' and ears
with ear -rings , of his foes , Pārtha cut o

ff with his shafts .

The arms , with spears , o
f elephant -riders ; those , with lances ,

o
f horsemen ; those , with shields , o
f

foot -soldiers ; those , with
57
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bows, of car-warriors ; and those, with whips and goads , of
charioteers ; the so

n

o
f

Pandu cut o
ff . 16 - 17 Indeed ,Dhananjaya

looked resplendent with his shafts o
f blazing points that seemed

to constitute his rays , like a blazing fire with incessant sparks
and rising flames . 18 The hostile kings , mustering a

ll

their re

solutiɔn , could not even gaze a
t Dhananjaya , that foremost

o
f a
ll

bearers o
f arms , that hero equal to the chief of the gods

himself , that bull among men , seen a
t

the same time in a
ll

directions o
n

h
is ca
r , scattering h
is mighty weapons , dancing

in the track of his car , and producing deafening sounds with

his bowstring and palms , and resembling the mid -day Sun o
f

scorching rays in the firmament . 18 - 21 Bearing h
is

shafts o
f

blazing points , the diadem -decked Arjuna looked beautiful like

a mighty mass o
f

rain -charged clouds in the season o
f

rains

decked with a rain -bow . " When that prefect flood o
f mighty

weapons ,was set in motion b
y

Jishnu , many bulls among war
riors sank in that frightful and unfordable flood . " Strewn with
infuriate elephants whose trunks or tusks had been cut of

f ,with
steeds deprived o

f

hoofs o
r necks ,with cars reduced to pieces ,

with warriors having their entrails drawn out and others with

legs or other limbs cut of
f , with bodies lying in hundreds and

thousands that were either perfectly still or moving uncon
sciously ,we beheld the vast field o

n which Pārtha battled re

semble the coveted arena of Death , O king , enhancing the terrors

o
f the timid , 34 - 37 or like the sporting ground o
f

Rudra when

h
e destroyed creatures in days o
f

o
ld . Portions o
f

the field ,

strewn with the trunks o
f elephants cut of
f

with razor -headed

arrows , looked a
s if strewn with snakes . Portions again , cover

e
d with the cut - of
f

heads of warriors , looked a
s if strewn with

garlands o
f

lotuses . Variegated with beautiful head -gears and
crowns ,with Keyuras and Angadas and e

a
r
-rings , with coats

o
f mail decked with gold , and with the trappings and other

adornments o
f

elephants and steeds , and scattered over with
hundreds o

f

diadems lying here and there , the Earth looked
exceedingly beautiful like a new bride . Dhananjay & then
caused a fierce and terrible river , full of fearful objects a

n
d

enhancing the fears o
f

the timid , to flow resembling th
e

Vaitarani itself . Themarrow and fa
t
( o
f

men and animals )
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formed it
s

mire . Blood formed its current . Full of limbs and
bones , it was fathomless in depth . The hair of creatures form

e
d it
s

moss and weeds . Heads and arms formed the stones o
n

it
s

shores . It was decked with standards and banners that varie
gated it

s aspect . Umbrellas and bows formed it
s

waves . And it

abounded with the bodies o
f huge elephants deprived o
f

life .

And it teemed with cars that formed hundreds of rafts floating

o
n it
s

surface . And the carcasses of countless steeds formed it
s

banks . And it was difficult to cross in consequence o
f wheels

and yokes and shafts and Akshas and Kuvaras o
f

cars , and
spears and swords and darts and battle -axes and shafts looking

like snakes . And ravens and kanlas formed it
s alligators . And

jackalls , forming its Makaras ,made it terrible . And fierce vul
tures formed it

s

sharks . And it became frightful in consequence

o
f

the howls o
f jackalls . And it abounded with capering ghosts

and Piçachas and thousands of other kinds of spirits . And o
n

it floated countless bodies o
f

warriors destitute o
f life . Behold

ing that prowess of Arjuna whose visage then resembled that o
f

the Destroyer himself , 28 – 88 a panic , such a
s

had never occurred

before , possessed the Kurus o
n the field o
f

battle . The so
n

o
f

Pāndu then , baffling with his weapons those o
f the hostile

heroes , and engaged in achieving fierce feats , gave a
ll

to un
derstand that h

e was a warrior o
f

fierce feats . Then Arjuna

transgressed a
ll

those foremost o
f

ca
r
-warriors . " Like themid

day Sun o
f scorching rays in the firmament , no one amongst the

creatures there could even look a
t

him . The shafts issuing

out o
f

the bow Gāndiva o
f

that illustrious hero in that battle ,

seemed to u
s
to resemble rows o
f

cranes in the welkin . * * Balling
with his own the weapons of all those heroes , and showing b

y

the terrible achievements in which hewas engaged that he was a

warrior o
f

fierce feats , 48 Arjuna , desirous o
f slaying Jayadratha ,

transgressed a
ll

those furemost o
f

car -warriors , stupefying

them all by means of his shafts . 44 Shooting his shafts o
n a
ll

sides , Dhananjaya , having Krishna for h
is charioteer , presented

a beautiful sight b
y

careering with great speed o
n the field o
f

battle . 45 The shafts , in the welkin , b
y

hundreds and thou

sands , of that illustrious hero , seemed to course incessantly

through the sky . “ We never could notice when that mighty
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b )wman took out h
is

shafts , when , indeed , that son o
f Pāndı

aimed them , and when h
e

le
t

them o
ff . * ? Then , o king ,

filling a
ll

the points o
f

the compass with h
is shafts and afflict

ing a
ll

the car -warriors in battle , the son o
f Kunti proceeded

towards Jayadratha , * and pierced him with four and sixty

straight arrows . Then the Kuru warriors , beholding the son

o
f

Pāndu proceed towards Jayadratha , " a
ll

abstained from

battle . In fact , those heroes became hopeless o
f Jayadratha ' s

life . Every one amongst thy warriors that rushed in that

fierce battle against the son o
f Pāndu , sº had his body deeply

pierced , o lord , with a shaft o
f Arjuna . The mighty car

warrior Arjuna , that foremost of victorious persons , with his

shafts blazing a
s

fire , made thy army teem with headless
trunks . * Indeed , O king , thus creating a perfect confusion in

thy host consisting o
f

four kinds o
f forces , the son o
f Kunti

proceeded towards Jayadratha . And h
e pierced the so
n

o
f

Drona with fifty shafts and Vrishasena with three . 52 - And
the so

n

o
f Kuntimildly struck Kripa with nine arrows . And

he struck Calya with sixteen arrows and Karna with two and
thirty . 54 And piercing the ruler of the Sindhus then with
four and sixty arrows , he uttered a leonine shout . The ruler of
the Sindhus , however , thus pierced b

y

the wielder o
f Gāndiva

with h
is

arrows , 55 became filled with rage and unable to brook

- it like a
n elephant when pierced with the hook . Bearing the

device o
f

the boar o
n his banner , he quickly sped towards

Phālguna ' s car many straight shafts equipt with vulturine
feathers , resembling angry snakes o

f

virulent poison , well po

lished b
y

the hands o
f

the smith , and shot from h
is

bow drawn

to the fullest stretch . 56 - 87 Then piercing Govinda with three
shafts , he struck Arjuna with si

x
. And then h
e

pierced th
e

steeds o
f Arjuna with eight arrows , and his standard also with

one . 68 Then Arjuna , baffling the keen arrows sped b
y

the ruler

o
f

the Sindhus , cut of
f , at the same time , with a pair of shafts ,

the head o
f Jayadratha ' s driver and the well -decked standard

* A Kavandha is a headless trunk moving about as if endued with

lifo . Tales are told o
f

these headless beings drinking the blood o
f

victims falling within their grasp . - T .
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also of Jayadratha . It
s

stay cut off and itself pierced and

struck with arrows , that standard fell down like a flame o
f

fire .

Meanwhile the Sun was going down quickly . 59 - 61 Janārddana
then quickly addressed the son o

f

Pāndu and said , Behold , O

Pārtha , the ruler of the Sindhus hath , b
y

si
x mighty and

heroic car -warriors , been placed in their midst ! 6 Jayadratha
also , O mighty -armed one , is waiting there in fear ! Without
vanquishing those si

x

car -warriors in battle , o bull among
men " thou wilt never b

e

able to slay the ruler of the Sindhus

even if thou exertest thyself without intermission ! I shall ,

therefore , have recourse to Yoga fo
r

shrouding the Sun ! "

Only the ruler o
f

the Sindhus will ( in consequence ) behold the
Sun to have set . Desirous o

f

life , o lord , through joy that

wicked wight will no longer , fo
r

his destruction , conceal himself .

Availing of that opportunity , thou shouldst then , 0 best of

the Kurus , strike h
im

1
8
8
- 66 Thou shouldst not give u
p

the
enterprise , thinking the Sun to have really se

t
! — Hearing these

words , Vibhatsu replied unto Keçava , saying , - Let it be so ! 67
Then Krishna , otherwise called Hari , possessed o

f

ascetic

powers , — that lord o
f all ascetics , — having recourse to Yoga ,

created a darkness fo
r

shrouding the Sun . 48 When Krishna
created that darkness , thy warriors , O king , thinking the Sun

to have se
t , were filled with delight at the prospect of Pārtha ' s

laying down his lif
e
. Indeed , thy warriors , not seeing the

Sun , were filled with gladness . All of them stood , with heads
thrown backwards . King Jayadratha also was in the same
attitude . " And while the ruler of the Sindhus was thus b

e

holding the Sun , Krishna , once more addressing Dhananjaya ,

said these words : ? ' _ Behold , the heroic ruler o
f

the Sindhus

is now looking a
t the Sun , casting o
ff his fear o
f

thee , O

foremost one among the Bharatas ! ? This is the hour , O

mighty -armed one , fo
r

the slaughter o
f

that wicked -souled
wretch ! Speedily cut of

f

his head and make thy vow true ! 78 —

Thus addressed b
y

Keçava , the valiant son of Pāndu began to

slaughter thy host with h
is

arrows resembling the Sun o
r

the
fire in splendour . 74 And he pierced Kripa with twenty arrows
and Karna with fifty . And h

e

struck Calya and Duryodhana

each with six arrows . " And be pierced Vrisbasena with eight
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arrows and the ruler of the Sindhus himself with sixty . And
the mighty -armed son of Pāndu , O king , deeply piercing with
his arrows the other warriors of thy host, rushed against Jay&

dratha . Beholding him in their presence like a swelling fi
re

with it
s tongue o
f flame outstretched , 76 – 77 the protectors o
f

Jaya lratha were sorely puzzled . Then a
ll thy warriors , O king ,

desirous o
f victory , " bathed the son o
f Indra in that battle

with torrents o
f arrows . Shrouded with incessant showers o
f

arrows , the son o
f Kunti , " that mighty -armed and unvan

quished descendant o
f

Kuru , became filled with rage . Then
that tiger among men , viz . , the so

n

o
f Indra , desirous o
f

slaughtering thy host , created a thick net o
f

arrows . Then
those warriors o

f

thine , O king , thus slaughtered in battle b
y

that hero , 80 - 81 abandoned the ruler of the Sindhus in fear and

fled away . And they fled away in such a manner that n
o

two

persons could b
e

seen flying together . The prowess that w
e

then beheld o
f Kunti ' s son was extremely wonderful . 88 Indeed ,

the like o
f

what that illustrious warrior then did had never

been nor will ever be . Like Rudra himself slaughtering crea
tures , Dhananjaya slaughtered elephants and elephant - riders ,

horses and horse -riders , and (car -warriors and ) car -drivers . I
did not in that battle , o king , se

e

a single88 - 84 elephant o
r

steed o
r

human warrior that was not struck with Pārtha ' s shafts .

Their vision destroyed b
y

dust and darkness , thy warriorses
became perfectly cheerless and unable to distinguish one another .

Urged o
n b
y

fate , and with their vital limbs cut open and man
gled with shafts , thy soldiers , as began to wander or limp o

r fall
down . And some amongst them , O Bhārata , became paralysed

and some became deadly pale . During that terrible carnage
resembling the slaughter o

f

creatures a
t

the end o
f

the Yuga , ' 7

in that deadly and fierce battle from which fe
w

could escape

with life , the Earth became drenched with gore and the earthy
dust that had arisen disappeared in consequence o

f

the showers

o
f

blood that fell and the swift currents o
f

wind that blew

over the field . So deep was that rain o
f

blood that the

wheels o
f cars sank to their naves . 8i - 89 Thousands of infuriate

elephants endued with great speed , O king , of thy army , their
riders slain and limbs mangled , " iled away , uttering cries o
fma

- - - - : -
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pain and crushing friendly ranks with their tread . Steeds
destitute of riders, and foot-soldiers also, O king," fled away ,
O monarch , from fear , struck with the shafts of Dhananjaya .

Indeed , thy soldiers , with dishevelled hair and deprived of
their coats of mail, with blood streaming out of their wounds ,
filed away in terror , leaving the field of battle . And some,
deprived of the power of motion as if their lower limbs had

been seized by alligators , remained on the field ."8-98 And
others concealed themselves behind and under the bodies of

slain elephants . Routing thy host thus , O king, Dhananjaya 't
began to strike with terrible shafts th

e
protectors o

f the ruler

o
f

the Sindhus . The son o
f

Pāndu shrouded with his arrowy

showers Karna and Drona ' s so
n

and Kripa and Calya and
Vrishasena and Duryodhana . So quick was he in the u

se o
fwea

pons that n
o

one could mark when Arjuna took out his arrows ,

when h
e

fixed them o
n the bowstring , when h
e

stretched the

bow and le
t

them o
ff . Indeed , while striking the fo
e , his bow

was seen incessantly drawn to a circle . 96 - 77 His arrows also
were seen incessantly issuing out o

f

his bow and scattered in

a
ll

directions . Then cutting o
ff Karna ' s bow a
s

also Vrisha

sena ' s , 98 Arjuna felled Calya ' s driver from his niche in the ca
r ,

with a broad -headed arrow . With many arrows that foremost of

victors , viz . , Dhananjaya , then deeply pierced in that battle
Kripa and Açwatthā man , related a

s

uncle and nephew to each

other . Sørely aMicting those mighty ca
r
-warriors o
f thy army

thus , 99 - 10
0

the son of Pāndu took u
p
& terrible arrow o
f fiery

splendour . Looking like the thunderbolt of Indra , and inspired

with divine mantras , ' that formidable arrow was capable

o
f bearing any strain . And it had been always worshipped

with perfumes and garlands o
f flowers . Duly inspiring it ( b
y

mantras ) with the force o
f

the thunderbolt , that descendant

o
f Kuru , i ' s viz . , the mighty .armed Arjuna , fixed it on Gan

diva . When that arrow o
f fiery effulgence was fixed o
n the

bowstring , " º loud shouts , 0 king , were heard in the welkin .

Then Janārddana , once more addressing Arjuna , quickly said , 16
4

- 0 Dhananjaya , quickly cut off the head of the wicked -souled
ruler o

f

the Sindhus ! The Sun is about to get at the moun
tains of Asta ! 10

5

Listen , however , to the words I say about
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-
-
-

the slaughter of Jayadratha ! The father of Jayadratha is
Vriddhakshatra known over all the world . 30

6

It was after a

long time that he got Jayadratha , that slayer o
f

foes , fo
r

h
is

son . ( A
t

the birth o
f the son ) an incorporeal and invisible

voice , deep a
s

that o
f

the clouds or th
e

drum , said unto king
Vriddhakshatra , - [This thy son , O lord , amongst men in this

world will become worthy of the two races (viz . , the Solar and
the Lunar ) in respect o

f

blood , behaviour , self -restraint and
the other .attributes ! He will become one o

f

the foremost o
f

Kshatriyas , and will always b
e worshipped b
y

heroes ! : 07 - 6

But while struggling in battle , some bull among the kishatriyas ,

some conspicuous person in the world , excited with wrath , will
cut of

f

this one ' s head ! ] ! - That chastiser o
f foes , vi
z
. , th
e

( ol
d
) ruler of the Sindhus , hearing these words , reflected fo
r

sometime . Overwhelmed with affection fo
r

his son , be sum
mɔned a

ll

his kinsmen and told them , " - [ That man who will
cause the head o

f my son to fall on the Earth while the

latter , struggling in battle , will be bearing a great burthen , "

I say that the head o
f

that man will certainly crack into a

hundred pieces ! ] - Having spoken these words and installed
Jayadratha o

n

the throne , " 8 Vriddhakshatra , repairing to the

woods , devoted himself to ascetic austerities . Endued with
great energy , he is still engaged in the observance o

f

th
e

austerest o
f penances ! 14 outside this very Sumanta panchaka ,

O ape -bannered one ! Therefore , cutting o
ff Jayadratha ' s head

in this dreadful battle , thou , " 5 0 slayer of foes , shouldst , O

Bhārata , b
y

thy fierce celestial weapon o
f

wonderful feats ,

quickly throw that head decked with ear -rings upon the lap

o
f

Vriddhakshatra himself , O younger brother of the son o
f

--

-
-
--
-
-

Earth , 11
6
- 17 thy own head then , without doubt , will crack into

a hundred fragments ! Aided b
y thy celestial weapon , do the

deed in such a way that that lord of Earth ,viz . , the o
ld Sindhu

king , may not know that it is done ! Truly , O Arjuna , there .

is nothing in th
e

three worlds which thou canst not achieve o
r

d
o , O son o
f Vāsava ! _ Hearing these words ( of Krishna ) ,

Dhananjaya , licking the corners o
f his mouth , " 18 - 30 quickly

sped that arrow which h
e

had taken u
p

for Jayadratha ' s
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slaughter, that arrow , viz., whose touch resembled that of
Indra 's thunder , which was inspired with mantras and convert
ed into a celestial weapon , which was capable of bearing any
strain, and which had always been worshipped with perfumes
and garlands. That shaft , sped from Gandiva , coursing swift
ly , snatched Jayadratha 's head away like a hawk snatching
away a smaller bird from the top of a tree. Dhananjaya then ,

with his shafts, sped that head along in the welkin (without
allowing it to fall down )."21 28 For grieving his foes and
gladdening h

is

friends , the son of Pāndu , b
y

shooting his

shafts repeatedly a
t
it , ' 84 sped that head outside the limits of

Samantapanchaka . Meanwhile king Vriddhakshatra , 12
5

the

father o
f thy son - in - law , endued with great energy , was , O

sire , engaged in his evening prayers . Decked with black locks
and adorned with ear -rings , that head o

f Jayadratha was

thrown upon Vriddhakshatra ' s lap a
s the latter was saying

his prayers in a sitting posture . Thus thrown o
n his lap ,

that head decked with ear -rings , O chastiser of foes , was not

seen b
y

king Vriddhakshatra . As the latter , however , stood u
p

after finishing h
is prayers , it suddenly fell down o
n

the Earth ,

And a
s

the head o
f Jayadratha fell down o
n the Earth , the

head o
f

o
ld Vriddhakshatra , O chastiser of foes , cracked into a

hundred pieces . A
t sight of this , al
l

creatures were filled with

wonder . 12
6
- 30 And a
ll

o
f

them applauded Vāsudeva and the

mighty Vibhatsu .

“ After , O king , the ruler of the Sindhus had been slain

b
y

the diadem decked Arjuna , 18
1

that darkness , O bull of

Bharata ' s race , was withdrawn b
y

Vāsudeva . Thy sons with
their followers , O king , thus came to know subsequently that
the darkness they had seen had all been a

n illusion produced

b
y

Vāsudeva . Even thus , o king , was thy son - in -law , the

ruler o
f

the Sindhus , having caused eight Akshauhinis to b
e

slaughtered , himself slain b
y

Pārtha o
f inconceivable energy . !

Beholding Jayadratha , the ruler o
f the Sindhus , slain , 12
3
- 34

tears o
f

sorrow fell from the eyes of thy sons . After Jayadra

tha , O king , had been slain b
y

Pārtha , Keçava ! 85 blew his
conch and that scorcher o

f

foes , viz . , the mighty -armed Arjuna

also blew his . Bhimasena also , in that latto , is if fo
r

sending

58
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a message to Yudhishthira ,"#6 filled the welkin with a tremen
dous leonine shout. Yudhish thira the so

n

o
f Dharma , hearing

that tremendous shout , 18
7

understood that the ruler o
f

the

Sindhus had been slain b
y

the high -souled Phālguna . With
sounds o

f
drums and other instruments h

e gladdened the

warriors o
f

his own army , 18
8

and proceeded against the son o
f

Bharadwāja from desire of battle . Then commenced , o king ,

after th
e

Sun had se
t
, a fierce battle between Drona and the

Sɔmakas , that made the very hair to stand o
n

end . Desirous

o
f slaying him , those mighty car -warriors , after the fall of

Jayadratha , fought with the son o
f Bharadwāja , exerting

themselves to their utmost . Indeed , the Pāndavas , having got

the victory by slaying the ruler of the Sindhus , 1 $9°41 fought

with Drona , intoxicated with success . Arjuna also , O king ,

having slain king Jayadratha , fought with many mighty car
warriors o

f thy army . 14
3

Indeed , that hero decked with diadem

and garlands , having accomplished his former vow , began to

destroy h
is

foes like the chief o
f

the celestials destroying the

Dānavas or the Sun destroying the darkness . ' ” 14
3

SECTION CXLVII .

" Dhritarăshtra said , — " Tell me , O Sanjaya , what d
id my

warriors d
o , after the heroic ruler of the Sindhus had been slain

by Arjuna ! !

" Sanjaya said , - 'Beholding the ruler o
f the Sindhus , O sire ,

slain in battle b
y

Pārtha , Kripa the so
n

o
f

Caradwat , under th
e

influence o
f wrath , covered the son of Pāndu with a dense

shower o
f

arrows . Drona ' s son also , on his car , rushed against
Phālguna the son o

f Prithā . : Those two foremost o
f car -war

riors began from their cars to shower , from opposite directions ,

upon the son o
f Pāndu their keen arrows . That foremost o
f

car -warriors , viz . , themighty -armed Arjuna , afflicted b
y

those

arrowy showers ( o
f Kripa and Drona ' s son ) felt great pain .

Without desiring , however , to slay h
is preceptor (Kripa ) as

also the son o
f
( hi
s

other preceptor ) Drona , Dhananjaya the
son o
f Kunti began to act like a preceptor in arms . Baffling

with his own weapons those o
f

both Açwatthāman and Kripa ,
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he sped at them , without desiring to slay then , shafts that
coursed mildly .' Those shafts , however , (though mildly ) sped
by Jaya , struck the two with great force , and in consequence
of their number , caused great pain to Kripa and his nephew .
Then Caradwat 's so

n , O king , thus afflicted with the arrows o
f

Arjuna , lost all strength and swooned away o
n the terrace o
f

his car . ' Understanding hismaster afflicted with shafts to b
e

deprived o
f

his senses , and believing him to be dead , the driver

o
f Kripa ' s ca
r

bore Kripa away from the fight . And after
Kripa the so

n

o
f

Caradwat had thus been borne away from the

battle , Açatthāman also , from fear , fled away from the son o
f

Pārdu . " Then the mighty bowman Pārtha , beholding the son

o
f

Caradwat afflicted with shafts and in a swoon , began to

indulge , on his ca
r , in piteous lamentations . With a tearful

face and in great dejection o
f heart , he uttered these words :

Beholding all this ( in hismental vision ) , Vidura o
f great wis

dom had , on the birth o
f the wretched Suyodhana , that exter

minater o
f

his race , said unto Dhritarăshtra , — [ Let this wretch

o
f

h
is race b
e soon killed . 18 - 14 Owing to him , a great calamity

will overtake the foremost ones of Kuru ' s race ! ] — Alas , these
words o

f

the truth -telling Vidura have come to be true ! 18

It is for him that I behold my preceptor today lying o
n

a bed

o
f

arrows ! Fie o
n the practices o
f
a Kshatriya ! Fie o
n my

might and prowess ! " Who else like me would fight with a

Brāhmana that is , besides , his preceptor ? Kripa is the son of

a Rishi ; he is , again ,my preceptor ; he is also the dear friend

o
f

Drona ! " Alas , he lieth stretched o
n the terrace o
f his car ,

afflicted with my arrows ! Though not wishing it , I have still
been the means o

f crushing him with my shafts ! 18 Lying

senseless o
n the terrace o
f

his car , he paineth my heart ex
ceedingly ! Even though h

e

afflicted me with shafts I should
still have only looked a

t

that warrior o
f dazzling splendour

(without striking h
im in return ) ! ! ! Struck with numerous

shafts o
f

mine , he hath gone the way o
f a
ll

creatures ! By

that h
e hath pained me more than even the slaughter ofmy

own son ! 20 Behold , O Krishna , to what plight he hath been
reduced , thus lying miserably and in a senseless state o

n his

own car ! Those bulls among men that give desirable objects
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unto their preceptors after obtaining knowledge from them ,

attain to godhead ! Those lowest of mortals , on th
e

other

hand , who , after obtaining knowledge from their preceptors , " * * *

strike the latter , those wicked men , g
o

to hell ! Without doubt ,

this act that I have done will lead me to hell as I have deeply
pierced my preceptor o

n h
is car with showers of arrows ! While

studying the science o
f

arms a
t

his feet , Kripa told me in

those days , 24 — [ Do n
o
t
, 0 thou o
f

Kuru ' s race , ever strike
thy preceptor ! ] — That command o

f my righteous and high

souled preceptoras I have not obeyed , for I have struck th
e

very Kripa with my shafts ! I bow to that worshipful so
n

o
f

Gotuma , to that unretreating hero 1
2
6

Fie o
n me , O thou o
f

Vrishni ' s race , since I have struck even hint ! - While Savyar
sãchin was thus lamenting fo

r Kripa , " ? the son o
f

Rādhā ,

beholding the ruler o
f the Sindhus slain , rushed towards hinr .

Seeing the son o
f Rādhā thus rushing towards the ca
r

o
f

Arjuna , the two Pānchāla princes and Sātyaki suddenly rush

e
d towards h
im . The mighty car -warrior Pārtha , beholding

the son o
f

Rādhā advance , as smilingly addressed the son o
f

Davaki and said , - Yonder cometh the son of Adhiratha against

the ca
r

o
f Sātyaki ! 80 Without doubt , he is unable to bear

the slaughter o
f

Bhuriçravas in battle ! Urge my steeds , 0

Janarddana , towards the spot whither Karna cometh 18 Let
not Vrisha (Karna ) cause the Sātwata hero to follow in th

e

wake o
f Bhuriçravas ! — Thus addressed b
y Savyasāchin , th
e

mighty -armed Keçavass endued with great energy replied in

these opportune words : - The mighty -armed Sātyaki is singly

a match fo
r

Karna , O son o
f Pāndu 1
8
8

How much superior

then will this bull among the Sātwatas b
e

when h
e is united

with two sons o
f Drupada ! For the present , O Pārtha , it is

not proper fo
r

thee to battle with Karna ! 54 The latter hath

with him the blazing dart , like a fierce meteor , that Vāsava
gave him ! O slayer o

f hostile heroes , he hath kept it fo
r

thy sake , worshipping it with reverence ! 85 Let Karna then
freely proceed against the Sātwata hero ! I know , 0 son o

f

Kunti , this wicked wight ' s hour , when , indeed , thou wilt ,

with keen shafts , throw h
im down from his car ! 56 _ '

" Dhritarashtra said , - - Tell me , O Sanjaya , how the battle
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took place betwcen the heroic Karna and Sātyaki of the Vrish
ni race, after the fa

ll

o
f Bhuriçravas and the ruler o
f the

Sindhus ! Sātyaki had been made carless . Upon what ca
r

then was he mounted ? And how also d
id the two protectors of

th
e

wheels ( o
f Arjuna ' s car ) , viz . , the two Pānchāla princes ,

fight ? ' 87 - 88

" Sanjaya said , ' I will describe to thee all that happened

in that dreadful battle . Listen patiently to (the consequences

o
f
) thy own evil conduct ! 69 Before even the encounter , Krish

n
a

knew it in h
is

heart that the heroic Sātyaki would b
e

vanquished b
y

the stake -bannered (Bhuriçravas ) ? 40 Janārd
dana , 0 king , knoweth both the past and the future . For
this , summoning his charioteer Dāruka , he had commanded

him , saying , 4 : _ Let my car b
e equipt tomorrow ! - Even this

had been the command o
f

thatmighty one . Neither the gods ,

nor the Gandharvas , nor the Yakshas , nor the Uragas , nor
the Rikshasus , * * nor human beings , are capable o

f conquering

the two Krishnas ! The gods with the Grandsire a
t

their head ,

a
s

also the Siddhas , know 8 the incomparable prowess o
f those

two . Listen , however , now to the battle a
s it happened . Be

holding Sātyaki carless and Karna ready for battle , 44 Madhava
blew his conch o

f

loud blare in the Rishabha note . * Dāruka ,

hearing the blare o
f
(Kecava ’ s ) conch , understood the mean

in
g , 4s and soon took that car , equipt with a lofty standard o
f

gold , to where Keçava was . With Keçava ’ s permission , upon

that car guided b
y

Dāruka , 46 and which resembled the blazing

fi
re

o
r the Sun in effulgence , ascended the grandson o
f Cini .

Ascending upon that car which resembled a celestial vehicle

and unto which were yoked those foremost o
f

steeds , capable

o
f going everywhere a
t will , viz . , Caivya and Sugriva and

Meghapushha Valāhaka , and which were adorned with trapp
ings o

f gold , 47 - 48 Sātyaki rushed against the son o
f Rādhā ,

scattering countless shafts . The two protectors o
f
(Arjuna ' s )

ca
r
-wheels , viz . , Yudhāmanyu and Uttamaujas , 49 abandoning

Dhananjaya ' s ca
r , proceeded against the son of Rādhā . Rā

dhā ' s son also , o king , shooting showers o
f

shafts , sº angrily

* The second o
f

the seven notes o
f

the Hindu Gamut . - T .
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rashed , in that battle , against the invincible grandson of Cini.
The battle that took place between them was such that its like

had never been heard to have taken place o
n Earth or in heaven

between gods , Gandharvas , Asuras , Uragas , or Rikshasas .

The entire host , consisting o
f

cars , steeds , men , and elephants ,

abstained from the fight , 52 - 83 beholding , O monarch , the stun
ning feats o

f the two warriors . All became silent spectators o
f

that superhuman battle between those two human heroes ,

O king , and of the skill of Dāruka in guiding the car . Indeed ,

beholding the skill of the charioteer Dāruka standing o
n

the

car , as he guided the vehicle forwards , backwards , sidelong , now
wheeling in circles and now stopping outright , all were amazed .

The gods , the Gandharvas , and the Dānavas , in the welkin , 5 + 45

intently watched that battle between Karna and the grandson

o
f Cini . Both of them endued with great might , each chal

lenging the other , those two warriors put forth their prowess

fo
r

the sake o
f

their friends . 56 Karna who looked like a celes
tial , and Yuyudhāna , o king , rained upon each other showers

o
f

shafts . 7 Indeed , Karna grinded the grandson of Cini with
his arrowy downpours , unable to put u

p

with the slaughter ( b
y

Sātyaki ) o
f

the Kuru hero Jalasandha . 58 Filled with grief a
n
d

sighing like a mighty snake , Karna , casting angry glances o
n

the grandson o
f Cini in that battle and a
s
if burning him there

with , ' ' rushed at him furiously again and again , O chastiser o
f

foes ! Beholding h
im filled with rage , Sātyaki pierced him in

return , sº shooting dense showers o
f

arrows , like a
n elephant

piercing (with h
is tusks ) a rival elephant . Those two tigers

among men , endued with the activity of tigers " and possessed

o
f incomparable prowess , mangled each other furiously in that

battle . The grandson o
f

Cini then , with shafts made entirely

o
f

iron , repeatedly pierced Karna , that chastiser of foes , in al
l

his limbs . And h
e

also felled , with a broad -headed arrow , the

charioteer of Karna from his niche in the car . 68 – 63 And with
his keen shafts h

e also slew the four steeds , white in hue , of

Adhiratha ' s son . And then cutting into a hundred fragments

the standard o
f

Karna with a hundred arrows , that bull among
men “ made Karna carless in the very sight of thy son . Then

a
ll thy warriors , 0 king became cheerless . 68 Then Vrishasena
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the son of Karna , and Calya the ruler of the Madras, and

Drona's so
n , encompassed the grandson o
f Cini from a
ll

sides . "

Then a confusion se
t

in , such that nothing could b
e

seen . In

deed , when the heroic Karna was made carless b
y Sātyaki , 67

cries o
f

O
h

and Alas arose , among a
ll

the troops . Karna also ,

O king , pierced b
y

Sātwata with his arrows and exceedingly

weakened , 6 * ascended the ca
r

o
f Duryodhana , sighing deeply ,

remembering his friendship fo
r thy son from his childhood

and having striven to realise the promise h
e

had made about

the bestowal of sovereignty o
n Duryodhana . After Karna had

been made carless , thy brave sons headed b
y

Duscāsana , 0 king ,

were not slain b
y

the self -restrained Sātyaki because the latter
wished not to falsify the vow made b

y
Bhimasena . Desirous

also of not falsifying the vow formerly made b
y

Pārtha (about

the slaughter o
f

Karna ) , 70 – 71 Sātyaki simply made those war
riors carless and weakened them exceedingly but d

id not deprive

them o
f

life . Indeed , it is Bhima that hath vowed the slaugh

ter o
f thy sons , and it is Pārtha that , at the time of the

second match a
t

dice , vowed the slaughter of Karna . A
l

though a
ll

those warriors headed b
y

Karna made strong efforts

for slaying Sātyaki , " yet those foremost of car -warriors failed

to slay him . Drona ' s son and Kritavarman and other mighty
car -warriors , " 4 as also hundreds o

f foremost Kshatriyas were

all vanquished b
y

Satyaki with only one bow . That hero
fought , desirous of benefiting king Yudhishthira the just , and

o
f attaining to heaven . " Indeed , Sātyaki , that crusher o
f

foes , is equal to either of the two Krishnas in energy . Smiling
the while , he vanquished a

ll thy troops , " O best o
f

men ! In

this world , there are only three mighty bowmen , vi
z
. , Krishna ,

Pārtha , and Sātyaki . There is n
o fourth to b
e

seen ! ? ? ?

" Dhritarāshtra said , - 'Ascending o
n the invincible car o
f

Vasudedva that had Dāruka fo
r

it
s

driver , Sātyaki , proud o
f

the might o
f

his arms , and equal in battle unto Vāsudeva
himself , made Karna carless . Did Sãtyaki ride any other
car (after his encounter with Karna was over ) ? 78 - 79 I am

desirous to hear this , O Sanjaya ! Thou art skilled in narra

tion . I regard Sātyaki to be endued with unbearable prowess .

Tell me all , O Sanjaya ! ' 80
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“ Sanjaya said , —'Hear, O king , how it happened . The in
telligent younger brother of Dāruka soon brought unto Satyaki

another car, duly equipt with a
ll

necessaries . With shaft
attached to it b

y

chains o
f

iron and gold and bands of silk ,

decked with a thousand stars , decked with banners and with
the figure o

f
a lion o
n his standard , 88 with horses fleet as th
e

wind and adorned with trappings o
f gold yoked unto it , and

with rattle deep a
s the roar o
f

the clouds , that car was brought
unto him . 88 Ascending upon it , the grandson o

f Cini rushed
against thy troops . Dāruka ,meanwhile , went as h

e

listed to

Kecava s side . 84 A new car was brought fo
r

Karna also , O

king , unto which were yoked fleet steeds of the best breed that
were decked in trappings o

f gold and white a
s

conchs o
r

vaccine milk . It
s

kaksha and standard were made o
f gold .

Furnished with banners and machines , that foremost of cars
had an excellent driver . And it was furnished with a profusion

o
f weapons o
f every kind . Mounting o
n that car , Karna also

rushed against his foes . I have now told thee a
ll

that thou

hadst asked me . 86 - 87 Once more , however , 0 king , learn the

(extent of the ) destruction caused b
y thy evil policy . Thirty

one o
f thy sons have been slain by Bhimasena . 88 Having

Durmukha for their foremost , they were conversant with a
ll

modes o
f

warfare . Sātyaki and Arjuna also have slain hun
dreds o

f

heroes with Bhishma a
s

their foremost and Bhaga

datta also , O sire ! Even thus , O king , hath the destruction

commenced , caused b
y

thy evil counsels . ' ” 89 - 90

SECTION CXLVIII .

"Dhritarāshtra said , — When such was the condition , in

battle , of those heroes of their side and mine , what did Bhima

then d
o
? Tell me al
l , O Sanjaya ! !

" Sanjaya said , — " After Bhimasena had been made carless ,

that hero , afflicted with the wordy darts o
f Karna and filled

with rage , addressed Phālguna and said , ' — In thy very sight ,

O Dhananjaya , Karna hath repeatedly told me - Eunuch , fool ,

glutton , unskilled in weapons , donot fight , child , unable to

bear the burden o
f

battle ! - - He that would tell me so would
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be slain by me. Karna hath told me those words, O Bhārata !!-4

O mighty -armed one, thou knowest the vow which I have made
jointly with thee ! Remember the words that were then
spoken by me ! O foremost of men , act in such a way that
that vow of mine, O son of Kunti , as also thy own vow , inay

not be falsified ! O Dhananjaya , do that by which that vow of
mine may be made true 16-6_ Hearing these words of Bhima ,
Arjuna of immeasurable prowess , getting near Karna in that
battle, told him ,' - 0 Karna , thou art of false sight. O so

n

o
f

a Suta , thou applaudest thy own self ! O
f

wicked understand
ing , listen now to what I tell thee ! 8 Heroes meet with either

o
f

these two things in battle , viz . , victory or defeat . Both o
f

these are uncertain , O son of Rādhā ! The case is not other
wise when Indra himself is engaged in battle ! Made carless
by Yuyudhāna , with thy senses n

o longer under thy control ,

thou wert almost on the point o
f

death ! Remembering , how
ever , that I had vowed to slay thee , that hero dismissed thee
without taking thy life 10 It is true thou hadst succeeded in

depriving Bhimasena o
f

h
is car . Thy abuse , however , O son

o
f

Rādbā , of that hero waz sinful ! " Those bulls among men
that a

re truly righteous and brave , having vanquished a fo
e ,

never boast , nor speak ill of any body ! ! Thy knowledge ,

however , is little . It is for this , O son of a Suta , that thou
indulgest in such speeches ! Then , again , the abusive epithets

thou didst apply to the battling Bhimasena endued with great

prowess and heroism and ever devoted to the practices o
f

the

righteous , were not consistent with truth ! In the very sight

o
f a
ll

the troops , of Keçava , as also o
fmyself , 18 - 14 thou wert .

many a timemade carless b
y

Bhimasena in battle ! That so
n

o
f

Pāndu , however , did not tell thee a single harsh word , ' S

Since , however , thou hast addressed Vrikodara in many harsh
speeches , and since thou with others hast slain the son o

f

Subhadrā out o
fmy sight , " thou shalt , therefore , this very

day obtain the fruit o
f

those offences o
f

thine ! It was fo
r

thy

own destruction , O wicked wight , that thou didst then cut of
f

Abhimanyu ' s bow ! ! For that , O thou o
f

little understanding ,

thou shalt b
e slain b
y

me , with all thy followers , forces , and
animals ! Accomplish now all those acts which thou shouldst .

5
9
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do, fo
r
a great calamity is impending over thee ! I will slay

Vrishasena in thy very sight in battle . All those other kings ,

again , that will from folly advance against me , ' ' Iwill despatch
unto Yama ' s abode . I say this truly , laying my hand o

n my
weapon ! A fool as thou art , without wisdom and fu

ll

o
f

vanity , I say that beholding thee lying o
n the field o
f

battle

the wicked Duryodhana will indulge in bitter lamentations -

After Arjuna had vowed the slaughter o
f

Karna ' s son , 30 - 3 a

loud and tremendous uproar arose amongst the car -warriors .

A
t

that frightful time when confusion was everywhere , as th
e

thousand -rayed Sun , dimming his rays , entered the Asta hill .

Then , o king , Hrishikeça , stationed in the van o
f

battle , "

embracing Arjuna who had accomplished his vow , told him

these words : : - By good luck , O Jishnu , thy great row hath
been accomplished ! * * B

y

good luck , that wretch , viz . , Vrid
dhakshatra , hath been slain along with his so

n
! The celestial

generalissimo himself , O Bhārata , encountering the Dhārta
rāshtra force , " s would , in battle , O Jishnu , lose his senses !

There is n
o doubt of this ! Except thee , 0 tiger among men ,

I do not , even o
n

reflection , see the person in the three worlds

that would fight with this host ! Many royal warriors endued

with great prowess , equal to thee or superior , have been united
togethor a

t Duryodhana ' s command ! Clad inmail , they could
not approach thee , encountering thy angry self in battle . s - 38

Thy energy and might a
re equal to that o
f Rudra o
r

Cakra

o
r

the Destroyer himself . No one else is capable o
f putting

forth such prowess in battles a
s thou , O scorcher of foes ,

alone and unsupported , didst today put forth ! Thus shall I

applaud thee again after Karna of wicked soul shall have been

slain along with his followers . Thus shall I glorify thee when
that foe of thine shall have been vanquished and slain ! - Unto
him Arjuna replied , - Through thy grace , O Mādhava , 80 - ! this
vow , that even the gods could with difficulty accomplish , hath
beon accomplished b

y

me ! Their victory is not a
t

a
ll
a matter

o
f

wonder that have thee , O Kecava , fo
r

their lord 1
8
8

Through

thy grace Yudhishthira will obtain the whole Earth . All this is

due to thy power , O thou o
f Vrishni ' s race ! This is thy

victory , O lord ! 90 Our prosperity is thy care and w
e

are thy
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in battle

atts!**
Thugs are

lvin

servants, 0 slayer of Madhu !— Thus addressed , Krishna smiled
softly , and slowly urged the steeds. And he showed unto
Pārtha, as they came, the field of battle abounding with cruel
sights .84
« - Then Krishna said , - Desirous of victory in battle or

world -wide fame, many heroic kings are lying on the Earth ,

struck with thy shafts !** Their weapons and ornaments lay

scattered , and their steels , cars, and elephants are mangled and

broken . With their coats ofmail pierced or cut open , they have
come to the greatest grief. Some of them are yet alive , and

some of them a
re

dead . Those , however , that are dead , still seem

to b
e

alive in consequence o
f

the splendour with which they are

endued . Behold the Earth covered with their shafts equipo
with golden wings , with their numerous other weapons of a

t

tack and defence , and with their animals (deprived o
f

life ) 18
8

Indeed , the Earth looks resplendent with coats ofmail and
necklaces o

f gems , with their heads decked with ear -rings , and
head -gears and diadems , and floral wreaths and jewels worn o

n
crowns , and Kanthasutras and Angadas , and collars of gold ,
and with diverse other beautiful ornaments . 89 - 40 Strewn with
Anukarshas and quivers , with standards and banners , with
Upashkarıls and Adhisthānas , with shafts and crests o

f

cars ,

with broken wheels and beautiful Akshas in profusion , with
yokes and trappings o

f steeds , with belts and bows and arrows ,

with elephant ' s housings , with spiked maces and hooks of iron ,

with darts and short arrows , with spears and pikes , with Kun
tas and clubs , with Cataghnis and Bhuçundis , with scimitars
and axes , with short and heavy clubs and mallets , with maces
and Kunaprs , with whips decked with gold , O bull of Bhara

ta ' s race , with the bells and diverse other adornments ofmighty
elephants , with Aoral garlands and various kinds o

f

ornaments ,

and with costly robes , al
l

loosened from the bodies o
f

men and

animals , the Earth shines brilliantly like the autumnal firma
ment with planets and stars . The lords of Earth , slain fo

r

the

sake o
f

Earth , are slumbering o
n the Earth , clasping with

their limbs the Earth like a dear wife . Like mountains shed
ding through their caves and fissures streams o

f liquid chalk ,

those elephants , resembling Airāvat himself and huge asmoun :
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tains, aro shedding profuse streams of blood through the openings
in their bodies caused by weapons.41-49 Behold , O hero , those
buge creatures afflicted with shafts lying on the ground in con

vulsions! Behold those steeds also , lying on the ground ,
decked in trappings of gold !50 Behold also , O Pārtha , those
riderless and driverless cars that had at one time resembled

celestial vehicles or the vapoury forms in the evening sky , now
lying on the ground , with standards and banners and Akshas
and yokes cut into pieces , and with broken shafts and crests ,
O lord .51-52 Foot -soldier3 also , O hero , bearing bows and
shields , and slain in hundreds and thousands , are lying on the
ground , bathed in bloods and clasping the Earth with every
limb , and their locks smeared with dust . Behold , O mighty
armed one, those warriors with bodies mangled with thy weap

ons !54 B -hold the Eurth , strewn with yak -taris and fans, and
umbrellas and standards, and steeds and cars and elephants ,
and with diverse kinds of blankets , and reins of steeds , and
beautiful robes and costly Varuthas (of cars), look as if
overspread with embroidered tapestry 1

5
5
- 56 Many warriors

fallen from the backs o
f

well -equipt elephants along with those
creatures themselves that they had ridden , are looking like
lions fallen from mountain summits struck down b

y

thunder . * *

Mingled with th
e

steeds (they had ridden ) and the bows (they had

held ) , hörsemen and foot -soldiers , in large numbers , are lying

o
n the field , covered with blood . 58 Behold , O foremost of men ,

the surface o
f

the Earth is frightful to look a
t , covered as it is

with large numbers o
f

slain elephants and steeds and car

warriors , and miry with blood , fa
t , and rotten flesh in profusion ,

and o
n which dogs and wolves and Picachas and diverse wan

derers o
f

the night are careering in jo
y
! 59 This fame -enhancing

and mighty feat o
n the field o
f

battle is capable o
f being

achieved b
y

thee only , O puissant one , or b
y

that chief of the
gods , viz . , Indra himself , who in great battle slayeth the

Duityas and the Dānavas ! 60 _

" Sanjaya continued , — Thus showing the field o
f

battle

unto the diadem -decked Arjuna , Krishna blew his conch Pan
chajanya with the gladdened soldiers o
f

the Pāndava army

(blowing their respective conchs ) . " Having shown the field o
f
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battle unto the diadem -decked hero, that slayer of foes, viz.,

Janārddana , quickly proceeded towards Ajātaçutru the son of
Pāndu and informed him of the slaughter of Jayadratha .'" * *

SECTION CXLIX .

Sanjaya said , - 'After the ruler of the Sindhus had been
slain by Pārtha, Krishna , repairing unto the king , viz .,

Yudhishthira the son of Dharma , worshipped the latter with a
gladdened heart.' And he said , - By good luck , 0 king of
kings , thy prosperity increaseth ! O best of men, thy fo

e

hath

been slain ! By good luck , thy younger brother hath accom
plished his vow ! — Thus addressed b

y

Krishna , that subjugator

o
f

hostile towns , viz . , king Yudhishthira , filled with jo
y , came

down from his car , O Bhārata ! His eyes filled with tears of

joy , he embraced the two Krishnas , and wiping his bright and
lotus -like face , " said these words unto Vasudeva and Dhanan
jaya the son o

f

Pāndu , - Yemighty car -warriors , b
y

good luck ,

I behold both of you after ye have accomplished your task !
By good luck , that sinful wretch , viz . , the ruler o

f the Sin
dhus , hath been slain ! Y

e Krishnas , b
y

good luck , ye have
done that which hath filled me with great happiness ! " B

y

good luck , our foes have been plunged into a
n

ocean o
f grief !

Thou art the soveriegn lord o
f a
ll

the worlds , 0 slayer of

Madhu ! In the three worlds they that have thee fo
r

their
protector can have n

o ubject incapable o
f accomplishment !

Through thy grace , O Govinda , we will conquer our foes7 - 8

like Indra conquering the Dänavas in days o
f

o
ld ! B
e it

the conquest of the world , or be it the conquest of the three
worlds , ' everything is certain , O thou o

f the Vrishni race , in

their case with whom thou art gratified , 0 giver of honors !

They can have n
o

si
n , nor can they meet with defeat in battleo

with whom thou , O lord o
f the celestials , art gratified , O giver

o
f

honors ! It is through thy grace , O Hrishikeça , that Cakra

* The printed editions and the manuscripts d
o

not agree with one

another in respect of the order and numbering o
f

the last dozen verses .

Tho Bombay edition omits a fe
w

o
f

the verses . - T .
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hath become the chief of the celestials !" It is through thy
grace that that blessed personage obtained on the field of battle
the sovereignty of the three worlds ! It is through thy grace ,

O Krishna , and enjoy eternal regions (of bliss ) ! Having slain
thousands of Daityas with prowess having it

s origin in thy

grace , 0 slayer o
f

foes , ' & Cakra obtained the lordship o
f

the

celestials ! Through thy grace , O Hrishikeça , themobile and
the immobile universe , without swerving from its (ordained )

course , O hero , is engaged in prayers and the homa ! * In

the beginning , this universe , enveloped in darkness , had been
one vast expanse o

f water . Through thy grace , O mighty
armed one , the universe became manifest , O best of men !

Thou art the Creator o
f

a
ll

the worlds , thou the Supreme Soul ,

and thou art immutable ! They that behold thee , O Hrishi
keça , are never confounded ! Thou art the Supreme God , thou
art the God of gods , and thou a

rt Eternal ! ' ? They that seek
refuge with thee , O lord o

f

the gods , are never confounded !

Without beginning and without death , thou art Divine , the
Creator o

f a
ll

the worlds , and immutable ! " # They that are
devoted to thee , O Hrishikeça , always pass over every diffi
culty . Thou art Supreme , the Ancient one , the Divine male
being , and that which is the Highest of the high ! " He that

the highest prosperity ! Thou art sung in the four Vedas .

The four Vedas sing o
f thee ! 0 B
y

seeking thy shelter , O

high -souled one , I shall enjoy unrivalled prosperity ! Thou art
the Supreme God , thou art the God of the highest Gods , thou

a
rt

the lord o
f winged creatures , and the lord o
f

a
ll

human

beings ! " Thou a
rt

the Supremest Lord o
f everything ! I

bɔw to thee , O best of Beings ! Thou art the Lord , the Lord

o
f

Lords , O puissant one ! Prosperity to thee , O Mădhava ! "

O thou o
f large eyes , O Universal Soul , thou a
rt the origin o
f

all things ! He , again , that is a friend o
f Dhananjaya o
r

is

engaged in Dhananjaya ' s good , as obtaineth thee that art the

* Everything , even the inanimate creation , exists and adores the
Supreme deity .
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protector of Dhananjaya and attaineth to happiness !— Thus

addressed by him , those high -souled ones , viz ., Kecava and
Arjuna ," cheerfully said unto the king , that lord of the Earth ,
- The sinful king Jayadratha hath been consumed by the fire
of thy wrath !25 O puissant one, although the Dhārtarāshtra
host is vast and swelleth with pride , yet , О Bhārata , struck
and slain , it is being exterminated :26 O slayer of foes , it is in
consequence of thy wrath that the Kauravas are being destroyed !
Having , O hero , angered thee that canst slay with thy eyes
alone , thewicked -minded Suyodhana , with his friends and kins
men , will have to la

y

down his life in battle ! Slain before in

consequence o
f thy ir
e , and struck down also b
y

the gods them
selves , the invincible37 - 38 Bhishma , the grandsire of the Kurus ,

lieth now o
n

a bed o
f

arrows ! O slayer o
f

foes , victory in

battle is unattainable by themes and death also waiteth fo
r

them that have thee , O son of Pāndu , fo
r

their foe ! Kingdom ,

life , dear ones , children , and diverse kinds of bliss , will soon

b
e lost b
y

him with whom thou , O scorcher of foes , hast been
angry ! I regard the Kauravas to be lost with their sons , ani
mals , and kinsmen , ' when thou , O scorcher of foes , that art
observant o

f the duties o
f kings , hast been angry with them !

Then , Bhima , O king , and the mighty car -warrior Sātyaki , ss

both mangled with shafts , saluted their senior . And those
two mighty bowmen sat down o

n the ground , surrounded b
y

the Pānchālas . " Beholding those two heroes filled with jo
y

and

arrived and waiting with joined hands , the so
n

o
f Kunti con

gratulated them both , saying , ee - By good luck it is that I see
you both , ye heroes , escaped with life from that se

a

o
f (hostile )

troops , that se
a

in which Drona acted the part o
f
a
n invincible

alligator and the son o
f Hridikā that of a fierce shark ! By

good luck , al
l

the kings o
f

the Earth have been vanquished ( b
y

you two ) 18
4
* By good luck , I see both o
f you victorious in

battle ! B
y

good luck , Drona hath been vanquished in battle ,

and that mighty car -warrior also , viz . , the son o
f Hridikā ! 86

B
y

good luck Karna hath been vanquished in battle with barb

e
d shafts ! B
y

good luck , Calya also was obliged to turn away

* This is a triplet in the Calcutta edition . - T .
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from the field by you both , ye bulls among men !" By good

luck , I behold you both come back from battle , safe and sound ,
ye that are foremost of ca

r
-warriors and well -skilled in battle ! "

B
y

good luck , I behold you again , ye heroes , that have forded
that sea o

f troops in obedience to my command , ye that went to

battle impelled b
y

the desire o
f honoring me ! " Y
e

are heroes

delighting in battle ! Y
e

never retreat from battle ! Y
e

are

to me as life ! B
y

good luck , I see you both ! " _ Having said
this , the son o

f Pāndu , O king , embraced both Yuyudhāna and

Then , O monarch , the entire host o
f the Pāndavas became

cheerful and filled with jo
y
. And all of them once more se
t

their hearts o
n battle . ' " 43

SECTION CL

Sanjaya said , - 'Upon the fall , O king , of the ruler o
f

the

Sindhus , thy son Suyodhana , hi
s

face bedewed with tears and

himself filled with cheerlessness ,became hopeless of vanquishing

his foes . ' Filled with grief and breathing hot sighs like a snake
whose fangs have been broken , that offender against the whole
world , viz . , thy son , experienced bitter affliction . Beholding

that great and terrible slaughter o
f his troops caused b
y

Jishnu

and Bhimasena and Sātwata in battle , he became pale and
died u

p

and melancholy , and his eyes became filled with tears .

And b
e came to think that no warrior existed o
n the Earth

that could compare with Arjuna . Neither Drona , nor the son

o
f Rādhā , nor Açwatthāman , nor Kripa , O sire , is competent

to stay before Arjuna when the latter is excited with wrath ,

[And Suyodhana said unto himself , ] - Having vanquished in

battle a
ll

themighty car -warriors o
fmy army , Pārtha slew th
e

ruler of the Sindhus ! None could resist him ! This my vast
host hath almost been exterminated b

y

the Pāndavas ! I think
there is n

o

one that can protect my army , no , not even Puran
dara himself ! He , relying upon whom I had engaged in this

passage - at -arms in battle , alas , that Karna hath been defeated

in battle and Jaydratha slain ! That Karna relying upon whose
energy I regarded Krishna as straw who came to sue me fo
r
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peac ?, alas, that Karna hath been vanquished in battle ! _ Griev
ing so within his heart, that offender against the whole world , O
king , went to Drona , O bull of Bharata 's race, for seeing him ! 10

Repairing unto him , he informed Drona o
f that immense

slaughter o
f

the Kurus , the victory o
f

his foes , and the dire
calamity o

f

the Dhārtarāshtras . ' * And Suyodhana said ,

Behold , 0 preceptor , this immense slaughter o
f kings if I

came to battle , placing that grandsire of mine , viz . , the heroic
Bhishma , at our head ! 42 Having slain him , Cikhandin , his
aspiration filled , stayeth at the very van o

f a
ll

the troops , sur
rounded b

y

all the Pānchālas , covetous o
f

another triumph ! # 18

Another disciple o
f

thine , viz . , the invincible Savyasāchin ,

having slain seven Akshauhinis of troops , hath despatched king
Jayadratha to Yama ' s abode ! ! 4 How , O preceptor , shall I be

freed from the debt I owe to those allies of mine who , desirous

o
f victory to me and ever engaged in my good , have gone to

Yama ' s abode ? 15 Those lords of Earth who had desired to give
me the sovereignty of the Earth , are now lying o

n the Earth ,
themselves abandoning all their Earthly prosperity ! 16 Truly ,

I am a coward ! Having caused such a slaughter o
f

friends , I

dare not think that I shall be sanctified b
y

performing even a

kundred horse -sacrifices ! ' ? I am covetous and sinful and a

tresspasser against righteousness ! Through my acts alone ,

these lords of Earth , in their desire fo
r

victory , have gone to

Yama ' s abode ! 18 Why , in the presence o
f

those kings , does
not the Earth yield me a hole (through which to sink ) , since . I

a
m

so sinful in behaviour and such a fomenter o
f intestine dis

sensions 1
9 Alas , what will the grandsire with blod -red eyes ,

that invincible hero who hath conquered the other world , tell

* Literally , " the fact of the Dhártarăsh tras having sunk (into
distress ) . - T .

+ Literally , " of persons whose coronal locks have undergone the
sacred bath . " - T .

I Praluvdhas is explained b
y

Nilakantha differently . He supposes
that Duryodhana here characterises Cikhandin to b

e

a deceitful fowler

o
r

hunter in consequence o
f

the deceit with which h
e

caused Bhishma ' s

fall . This is far - fetched . - T .

$ I adopt the Bombay reading . – T .

60
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me in themidst of the kings when he meets me ?* ** Behold .
that mighty bowman , Jalasandha , slain by Satyaki ! That great

ca
r
-warrior , that hero , came proudly to battle fo
r my sake ,

prepared to lay down h
is

life ! Beholding the ruler o
f

the

Kāmvojas slain , as also Alamyusha and many other allies of

mine , what object can I have for preserving my life ? Those
unreturning heroes who , fighting for my sake and struggling

to the utmost o
f

their powers to vanquish my foes , have laid
down their lives ! 28 I shall today , O scorcher of foes , exerting

to the measure o
fmy might , free myself from the debt I owe

them and gratify them with oblations of water b
y repairing to

the Yamunā ! 24 O foremost o
f

a
ll

bearers o
f

arms , I tell thee
truly and swear b

y

the good acts I have performed , b
y

the

prowess I possess , and b
y my sons , " that slaying a
ll

th
e

Pānchālas with the Pāndava3 I shall obtain peace o
f mind , or ,

slain b
y

them in battle I shall repair to those regions whither
those allies o

f

mine have gone ! * I shall certainly proceed
thither whither those bulls among men , slain ,while engaged in

battle fo
r my sake , b
y

Arjuna have gone ! Our allies , seeing
that they are not well protected b

y

u
s , no longer desire to stand

b
y

u
s
! O thou o
fmighty arms , they now regard the Pāndavas

to b
e preferable to ourselves ! 28 Thyself o
f

sure aim hast o
r

dained our extermination in battle , for thou treatest Arjuna
leniently since h

e
is thy disciple ! ! It is fo
r

this that a
ll

those

have been slain who had endeavoured to secure victory to u
s !

It seems that Karna only now wishes us victory ! 50 The man

o
f

weak understanding who , without duly examining another ,

accepteth him for a friend and engageth him in concerns , that
require friends fo

r

their accomplishment , is certain to suffer
injury . 51 Even so hath this affair o

f mine been managed b
y

my best o
f friends ! t I am exceedingly covetous , sinful ,

* The Bombay edition reads this verre differently and introduces

another after it which does not occur in the Bengal texts . - T .

+ I am not sure whether I have rendered the 31st and the first half

o
f

32nd correctly . The vernacular translators have made a mess of the
passage . The difficulty lies with Surhittamais . I take take it to mean
that Duryodhana say8 , - Karna , Cakuni , Duscāsana , with myself , had
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crooked -hearted , and characterised by avarice !" Alas , king
Jayadratha hath been slain , and Somadatta 's son also of great
energy , and the Abhishāhas, the Curasenas , the Civis, and the
Vaçātis !83 1 shall go thither today whither those bulls among

men , slain , while engaged in battle fo
r my sake , b
y

Arjuna ,

have gone ! In the absence o
f those bulls among men , I have

n
o

need fo
r

life ! O preceptor o
f

the sons of Pāndu , le
t

mehave
thy permission in this " 86

SECTION CLI .

“ Dhritarăshtra said , — 'After the ruler of the Sindhus had
been slain in battle b

y

Saivyasāchin , and after the fall of Bhuri
çravas , what became the state o

f your minds ? After Drona

also had been thus addressed b
y

Duryodhana in the midst o
f

the Kurus , what d
id the preceptor say unto h
im then ? Tell

meall this , O Sanjaya ! ' '

" Sanjaya said , - Loud wails arose among thy troops , O
Bhārata , after the slaughter o

f

Bhuriçravas and the ruler o
f

the Sindhus . All of them disregarded the counsels of thy so
n ,

those counsels in consequence o
f which leaders o
f men , by

hundreds , were slain ! * A
s regards Drona , hearing those words

o
f thy son , he became filled with grief . Reflecting for a short

while , O monarch , he said these words in great affliction ?

" Drona said , - 0 Duryodhana , why dost thou pierce me
thus with wordy shafts ? I told thee before that Arjuna is

incapable o
f

defeat in battle ! Protected b
y

the diadem -decked
Arjuna , Cikhandin slew Bhishma ! B

y

that feat , 0 thou o
f

Kuru ' s race , the prowess of Arjuna in battle hath been well
tezted . ” Bholding Bhishma whɔ was incapable ofbeing defeated
by the gods and the Dinavus , actually slain in battle , even then

I knew that this Bharata host is doomed 1
8 Upon the fall o
f

him whom o
f all persons in the three worlds we had regarded to

b
e

the very foremost o
f

heroes , who else is there upon whom we
are to rely ? ' Those dice , O sire , with which Cakuni formerly

taken thee , O preceptor , fo
r
a friend , and had engaged thee in this battle .

We did not ,however , then know that thou art an enemy in disguise ! - - T .
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played in the Kuru assembly , were not dice but keen arrows
capable of slaying fues ! Even those arrows , O sire , sped
by Jaya , are now slaying us ! Though Vidura characterised
then to be such , thɔu didst not yet understand them to be
so !" Those words , again , that the wise and high -souled Vidura ,

with tears in h
is eyes , had then said unto thee , those auspicious

words recommending peace , thou didst not then hear ? That
calamity which h

e foretold hath now come ! That frightful

carnage , 0 Duryodhana , hath now come as the result of that
dis ,bedience b

y

thee o
f

Vidura ' s words 1
1
3

That man o
f foolish

understanding who , disregarding the salutary words o
f

trusted

friends , followeth his own opinion , soon falls into a pitiable

plight . " * ( son of Gāndhāri , this great evil that hath befallen
thee is the fruit o

f

that sinful act o
f

thine , viz . , that dragging

o
f Krishnã in our very sight to the Kuru assembly , of Krishnā

who never deserved such treatment , who hath been born in a

noble race , and who practise th every virtue ! Know that al
l

this is but little , for in the next world direr consequences .yet
will be thine ! 15 - 16 Vanquishing the Pāndavas at dice b

y
deceit ,

thou hadst sent them into the woods , attired in deer -skins ! " ?
What other Brāhmana , except myself , in this world , would
seek to injure those princes that are ever engaged in the prac

tice o
f

virtue and that are to me even a
s my own sons ? - 8

With the approval o
f

Dhritarăshtra , in the midst of the Kuru
a333mbly , thou hadst , with Cakuni as thy help -mate , provoked
the ir

e

o
f

the Pāndavas ! ' United with Duscāsana , Karna
the : fanned that wrath ! Disregarding the words o

f Vidura ,

thou hast repeatedly fanned it thyself ! 20 With resolute care , a
ll

o
f you had surrounded Arjuna , resolved to stand b
y

the ruler

o
f

the Sindhus ! Why then have all o
f

you been vanquished ,

and why alsɔ has Jayadratha been slain ? a Why , when thou
art alive , and Karra , and Kripa , and Calya , and Açwtthāman ,

0 Kuuravya , hath the ruler of the Sindhus been slain ? For
rescuing the ruler of the Sindhus , the kings ( on thy side ) had
put forth a

ll

their fiercest energy . Why then hath Jayadratha
been slain in their midst ? 23 Relying upon me , king Jaya

drathu hal expected his rescue from the hands of Arjuna ! * *

H , k 3 e
r ; obtained not the rescue h
e

had expected . I do
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not also see any safety fo
r my own self ! 98 Until I succeed in

slaying the Panchālas with Cikhandin , I feel like one sinking in

the Dhristadyumna -mire ! 26 Having failed , O Bhārata , in rescu
ing the ruler o

f
the Sindhus ,why dost thou pierce me thus with

thy wordy shafts , seeing that I too a
m burning with grief ? * *

Thou seest not any longer on the field the golden standard o
f

Bhishm 3 o
f sure a
im , thatwarrior who was never tired in battle !

How then canst thou hope for success ? a8 When the ruler o
f

the

Sindhus and Bhuriçravas also have been slain in the very midst

o
f

so many mighty car -warriors , what , do you think , will the
end b

e
? 2
9 Kripz , difficult of being vanquished , is still alive , O

king ! That he hath not followed in the track o
f Jayadratha ,

I applaud h
im highly fo
r

this ! 80 When I saw Bhishma himself ,

that achiever o
f

the most difficult feats ( in battle ) , that warrior
who was incapable o

f being slain in battle by the very gods

with Vāsava a
t

their head , slain in thy * sight , O Kauravya , as

als ) o
f thy younger brother Duscāsana , I thought then , O king ,

that the Earth hath abandoned thee ! 51 - 31 Yonder the troops of
the Pāndavas and the Srinjayas , united together , are now
rushing against me ! * * For achieving thy good in battle , O son

o
f Dhritarāshtra , Iwill not , without slaying a
ll

the Pānchālas ,

pit of
f

my armour ! 84 O king , go and tellmy son Açwatthā
man who is present in battle that even a

t

the risk o
f

his life h
e

should not le
t

the Somakas alone * 88 Thou shouldst also tell

him , - [Observe al
l

the instructions thou hast received from thy

father ! B
e

firm in acts o
f humility , in self -restraint , in truth

and righteousness ! 36 Observant o
f religion , profit , and plea

sure , without neglecting religion and profit , thou shouldst
always accomplish those acts in which religion predominates ! 87

The Brāhmanas should always b
e gratified with presents . All

o
f

them deserve thy worship ! Thou shouldst never do anything

that is injurious to them ! They are like flames o
f fire ! ] 83

A
s regards myself , Iwill penetrate the hostile host , О slayer of

fjes , fo
r

doing great battle , pierced as I am b
y

thee with thy

wordy shafts ! ? If thou canst , О Duryodhana , go and protect

* I . e . , " he should , b
y

every means in his power , avenge himself o
p

the Somakas , those enemies o
f

mine . ” — T .
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those troops ! Both the Kurus and the Srinjayas have been
angry. They will fight during even the night !*' — Having said
these words, Drona proceeded against the Pāndavas and set
himself to over-ride the energy of the Kshatriyas like the Sun
overshadowing the light of the stars .'" 41

SECTION CLII .

" Sanjaya said ,— Thus urged by Drona, king Duryodhana ,
filled with rage, se

t

his heart on battle . ' And thy son Duryo
dhana then said unto Karna , — Behold , the diadem -decked son

o
f

Pāndu , with Krishna alone fo
r

h
is help -mate , penetrated

into the array formed b
y

the preceptor , " — an array that the
gods themselves could not pierce - - and in the very sight o

f

the illustrious Drona struggling in battle : and o
f many other

foremost o
f

warriors , slew the ruler o
f

the Sindhus ! Behold ,

O son o
f

Rādhā ,many foremost of kings lying o
n the Earth ,

slain in battle b
y

Pärtha unaided b
y any one , in the very

sight of the illustrious Drona and myself vigorously exerting

ourselves , like a host of inferior animals slain b
y
a lion ! The

so
n

o
f

Cakra hath reduced my host to a small remnant o
f what

it was . How , indeed , could Phālguna , in spite o
f

the resis

tance offered b
y

Drona in battle , accomplish his vow b
y

slay

ing the ruler of the Sindhus ? If Drona had not himself willed

it , О hero , how could the son o
f

Pāndu , in battle , ' have pier
ced that impenetrable array , overcoming his struggling precep

tor ? Truly , Phālguna is exceedingly dear to the illustrious
preceptor ! 8 For this , the latter gave him admittance , without
having fought with him . Behold my misfortune ! Having in

the first instance promised protection unto the ruler o
f the

Sindhus , Drona , that scorcher of foes , gave unto the diadem
decked Arjuna admittance into the array ! If he had in the
beginning granted permission to the ruler o

f the Sindhus for

his return home , without doubt , such a
n awful carnage would

then have never occurred ! Alas , Jayadratha , in hopes of

saving his life , had desired to return home ! 9 - 11 Having ob
tained from Drona a promise o

f protection in battle , it was I ,

fool that I was ,who prevented him from going ! Alaş , today
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my brothers having Chitrasena fo
r

their head , have al
l

perished

in the very sight of ourwretched selves ! * 11 —

“ Karna said , - Do not blame the preceptor ! That Brāh
mana is fighting according to the measure o

f

his power and

courage and regardless o
f his very life ! " If Arjuna o
f white

steeds , having transgressed h
im , penetrated into our array , the

slightest fault does not , fo
r

that , attach to the preceptor . "

Phālguna is accomplished in weapons , possessed o
f great acti

vity , endued with youth ; he is a hero who has mastered a
ll

arms ; he is distinguished fo
r

the celerity o
f

his movements .

Armed with celestial weapons and mounted o
n h
is ape - bannered

carls the reins o
f

whose steeds again were in the hands o
f

Krishna , cased in impenetrable armour , and taking his celestial
bow Gāndiva o

f unfading might , the valiant Arjuna , lo scatter
ing keen arrows and proud o

f

the strength o
f

his arms , trans
gressed Drona . There is nothing to wonder at in this . The
preceptor , on the other hand , is , 0 king , old and incapable of

proceeding quickly . He is also , O king , incapable of exercising

his arms long . 18 It was for this that Phālguna of white steeds
and having Krishna fo

r

h
is charioteer succeeded in transgressing

the preceptor . For this reason also , I do not se
e

any fault in

Drona . ' ' For all that , when Arjuna of white steeds penetrated
into our array , having transgressed the preceptor , it seems that
the latter , however skilled in weapons , is incapable o

f van
quishing the Pāndavas in battle ! 20 I think that that which is

ordained b
y

Fate never occurs otherwise . And since , O Suyo
dhana , in spite o

f ourselves fighting to the utmost extent o
f

our powers , a ' the ruler of the Sindhus has been slain in battle ,

it seems that Fate is all -powerful ! With thyself we had all
been exerting to the utmost o

f

our might o
n the field o
f

battle . " Fate , however , baffling our exertions , di
d

not smile

o
n u
s
! We have always exerted to injure the Pāndavas , rely

ing both o
n deceit and prowess ! * Whatever a
ct , o king , a

person afflicted b
y

Fate does , is frustrated b
y

Fate , however ,

much th
e

person himself may strive to achieve it ! 24 What
ever , indeed , a man endued with preservance should d

o , ought

* This is a triplet in the Bengal texts . - T .
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to be done fearlessly . Success depends on Fate By deceit

the sons of Prithā were beguiled , as also by the administration
of poison , O Bhārata ! Burnt they were in the palace of la

c .

Vanquished they were a
t

dice . " In accordance with the dic
tates o

f

state - craft , they were exiled into the woods . All these ,

though done b
y

u
s with care , have been baftled b
y

Fate . * ?

Fight with resolution , o king , setting Fate at nought . Be
tween thee and them , both striving to the best o

f your prowess ,

even Fate may prove auspicious to that party which excels the
other . * 28 No wise measures have been adopted b

y

the Pānda

vas with the aid o
f superior intelligence . Nor , O hero , do we

see , O perpetuator o
f Kuru ' s race , that thou hast done any

thing unwise from want o
f intelligence la
g

It is Fate that
settles the result o

f

acts , wise or unwise ! Fate , ever intent on

its own purposes , is awake when al
l

else sleeps ! 30 Vast was thy

host , and thy warriors are many . Even thus the battle began .

With their small force , thy force , much greater and consist
ing o

f men capable o
f smiting effectually , hath been much

reduced . I fear , it is the work of Fate , that is , which frustrated
our exertions ! 88 –

Sanjaya continued , — While they were discoursing thus

O king , the Pāndava divisions appeared fo
r

battle . 88 Then
occurred a fierce battle between thy warriors and theirs , in which
cars and elephants encountered one another . All this , however ,

O king , was due to thy evil policy ! " " 34

SECTION CLIII .

(Ghatotkacha -badha Parva ) .

" Sanjaya said , — That elephant force of thine , O king , swell
ing with might , fought everywhere , prevailing over the Pān
dava force . ' Resolved to go to the other world , the Pānchālas
and the Kaurvas fought with one another fo

r

admission into

the swelling domains o
f

Yama . Brave warriors , encountering
brave rivals , pierced one another with arrows and lances and

• I render the second line freely , following Nilakantha . - T .
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darts , and quickly despatched one another unto Yama 's abcde.
Dreadful was the battle that took place between car-warriors
and car -warriors who struck one another and caused a fierce flow
of blood .84 Infuriate elephants , encountering infuriate com peers ,
a Hicted one another with their tusks . Horsemen , solicitous

of glory , pierced and cut down horsemen in that terrific melee

with spears and darts and battle -axes." Foot -soldiers also, O
mighty -armed one , in hundreds , armed with weapons, repeated
ly rushed against one another with resolute courage, O scor
cher of foes !? So great was the confusion that the Pānchālas
and the Kurus could only be distinguished from each other by

the tribal, the family , and the personal names we heard them
utter . The warriors , despatching one another to the other
world with arrows and darts and axes , careered fearlessly on the
field . With the thousands of arrows, however , o king , shot

.before in consequence of the Sun having set. While the
Pāndavas were thus fighting . O Bhārata , Duryodhana , O king,
penetrated into themidst of their host ." Filled with great wrath
at the slaughter of the ruler of the Sindus, and resolved to lay

down his life ,he penetrated into the hostile army." Filling the
Earth with the rattle of his car-wheels and causing her to trem

ble therewith , thy son approached the Pandava host.18 Terrific
was the clash that took place between him and them , O Bhā

rala , causing a tremendous carnage of troops." Like the Sun
himself at midday scorching everything with his rays, thy son
scorched the hostile host with his arrowy showers.* 15 The
Pāndavas became incapable of even looking at their brother

(Duryodhana ). Despairing of vanquishing their foe, they set
their hearts on flying away from the field .' Slaughtered by thy
illustrious so

n

armed with the bow , b
y

means o
f

h
is gold -winged

arrows of blazing points , the Pānchālas ran away in a
ll direc

tions . " Afflicted with those keen shafts , the Pandava troops

never succeeded in achieving such & feat in battles as was
then achieved b

y

thy royal son , O monarch ! The Pāndara

* Literally , “with shafts resembling h
is rayo . " - T .

61
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an assemblage of lotuses is crushed and grinded by an ele
phant. * As again an assemblage of lotuses becomes shorn of its
beauty when the water (over which it grows ) is dried up by the

sun and the wind,2° even so became the Pāndava host in conse
quence of thy son 's prowess . Beholding the Pāndava army
slaughtered by thy son , O Bhārata ,at the Pānchālas , with
Bhimasena at their head , rushed furiously towards h

im . Pierc

in
g

Bhimasena then with te
n

shafts , and each o
f the sons o
f

Mādri with three , aa and Virāta and Drupada each with si
x ,

and Cikhandin with a hundred , and Dhrishtadyumna with
seventy , and Yudhishthira with seven , " and the Kaikeyas
and the Chedis with innumerable keen shafts , and Sātwata

with five , and each of the (five ) sons of Draupadiwith three , * *

and Ghatotkacha also with a fe
w , he uttered a leonine shout .

Cutting o
ff

hundreds o
f

other warriors and the bodies o
f

ele

phants and steeds in that great battle b
y

means o
f his fierce

shafts , he behaved like the Destroyer himself in rage slaying

created beings . f While engaged , however , in thus slaughter
ing his foes , his bow the back o

f

whose staff was decked with
gold , 95 - 26 Yudhishthira the so

n

o
f

Pāndu ,Osire , cut o
ff into

three parts with a pair o
f

broad -headed shafts . And Yudhish
thira pierced Duryodhana himself with ten keen shafts shot

with great force . Piercing through Duryodhana ' s vital limbs ,

The troops that stood around then encompassed Yudhish
thira 3 like the celestials encompassing Purandara for the
slaughter o

f Vritra . Then king Yudhishthira , O sire , who is

incapable o
f being easily defeated , sped a
t thy son in that battle

a fierce shaft . Deeply pierced therewith , Duryodhana sat
down o

n h
is

excellent car . 29 - 30 Then a loud noise arose from
among the Pānchāla troops . Even this , O monarch , was that
tremendous uproar , viz . , — The king is slain ! ! — The fierce

* O
r , " as a lake overgrown with lotuses is agitated o
n every side b
y

a
n elephant . " - - T .

+ Sixteen lines , occurring after this in the Bombay edition , hare been
omitted in the Calcutta edition . - T .
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whizz of arrows also was heard there , 0 Bhārata ! Then Drona
quickly showed himself there in that battle . Meanwhile ,
Duryodhana , recovering his senses , had firmly grasped the bow .
He was then seen to rush towards the royal son of Pāndu say
ing , – Wait , Wait.88 _ The Pānchālas also , solicitous of victory ,
began to advance with speed . Desirous of rescuing the Kuru
prince, Drona received them all.84 And the preceptor began to
destroy them like the bright-rayed maker of day destroying
tempest-tossed clouds. Then , o king , there occurred a fierce
battle , fraught with immense carnage , between thine and theirs
encountering one another from desire of fight.' " 55

SECTION CLIV .

" Dhritarăshtra said , - 'Having said al
l

those words untomy
son Duryodhana who is over disobedient tomy commands ,when
that mighty bowman endued with great strength , viz . , the
preceptor Drona , penetrated in wrath into the Pāndava host ,

and when that hero , stationed o
n his car , careered over the

field , how did the Pāndavas check h
is

course ? 1 - 8 Who protect

e
d the right wheel o
f

the preceptor ' s car in that dreadful battle ?

Who also protected his left wheel , when he fiercely slaughtered

the fo
e
? Who were those brave warriors that followed that

fighting hero a
t

his back ? Who were those that stood in

front of that car -warrior ? * When that unvanquished and great

bowman , that foremost of all bearers o
f weapons , dancing

along the track o
f his ca
r
, entered the Pāndava host , I think

his foes felt an excessive and unseasonable cold . I think they
trembled like kine exposed to wintry blasts . 5 - 6 How did
that bull among car -warriors , who consumed all the troops

o
f

the Pānchālas like a raging conflagration ,meet with his
death ? ? ?

" Sanjaya said , - 'Having slain the ruler o
f

the Sindhus in

the evening , Pārtha , after his meeting with Yudhishthira ,

and that great bowman , viz . , Sātyaki , both proceeded towards
Drona . Then Yudhishthira , and Bhimasena the son of Pāndu ,

with a separate division o
f

the army , quickly proceeded against
Drona ' Similarly the intelligent Nakula , and the invincible
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Sahadeva , and Dhrishtadyumna with his own division , and
Virāta, a

n
d

the ruler o
f

th
e

Cālwas , with a large force , pr
o

ceeded against Drona in battle . Similarly king Drupada , th
e

father o
f Dhrishtadyumna , protected b
y

the Panchālas , proceed

e
d , O king , against Drona . And the sons of Draupadi , and

the Rākshası Ghatotkacha , ' 0 - 18 accompanied b
y

their forces ,

proceeded against Drona o
f great splendour . The Prabhadraka

Pānchālas a
ls ) , six thousand strong , and al
l

effectual smiters , ' s

proceeded against Druna , placing Cikhandin a
t their head .

Other foremost o
f

men and mighty car -warriors among the
Pāndavas , " 4 uniting together , O bull among men , proceeded
against Drona . When those heroic warriors , O bull among the
Bharatas , proceeded to battle , " the night became pitchy dark ,

enhancing the terrors o
f the timid . And during that hour o
f

darkness , O king , many were the warriors that laid down their
lives . And thatnight also proved the death of many elephants
and steeds and foot - soldiers . On that night of pitchy darkness ,

yelling jackals everywhere " inspired great fear with their blaz
ing mouths . Fierce owls , perching o

n the standards o
f

the

Kauravas and hooting therefrom , forebcded fears . Then , O king ,

a fierce uproar arsse among the troops . ' 8 – 19 Mingling with
the loud beat o

f

drums and cymbals , the grunt o
f

elephants ,
the neigh o

f

steeds , a ' and the stamp of horse -hoofs , that uproar
spread everywhere . Then , in that hour of evening , fierce was
the battle that took place between Drona , O king , and a

ll

the

Srinjayas . The world having been enveloped in darkness , no
thing could b

e noticed . ” The welkin was covered with th
e

dust

raised b
y

the combatants . The blood o
f

man and horse and
elephant mingled together . The earthy dust then disappeared .

All of us became perfectly cheerless . During that night , like
the syunds o

f
a burning forest o
f

bamboos on a mountain , "

frightful sounds were heard o
f clashing weapons . With the

sounds o
fMridang 18 and Anakas and Vallakis and Patahas , * * *

with the shouts ( o
f

human beings ) and the neigh ( o
f

steeds ) , a

drendful confusion set in overywhere , O lord ! When th
e

field

o
f

battle was enveloped in darkness , friends , O king , could not

* Drums o
f

diverse kinds and sizes . – T .
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be distinguished from foes ." All were possessed with a madness
in that night. The earthy dust that had arisen , O king , was
soon allayed with showers of blood." Then in consequence of
the golden coats of mail and the bright ornaments of the war

riors , that darkness was dispelled . The Bharata host then ,
decked in gems and gold ,a' (and abounding with darts and
standards ), looked like the firmament in the night, O bull of
Bharata 's race , bespangled with stars. The field of battle then
resounded with the yells of jackals and the caw of crows,a' with
the grunt of elephants ,and the shouts and cries of the warriors.
Those sounds,mingling together , produced a loud uproar , mak
ing the hair to stand on end .30 That uproar filled al

l

the points

o
f

the compass like the report o
f

Indra ' s thunder . At dead of

night , the Bharata host , seemeds illuminated with the Angu

dus , the ear -rings , the cuirasses , and the weapons of the com
batants . There elephants and cars , adorned with gold , " looked

in that night like clouds charged with lightning . Swords and
darts and maces and scimitars and clubs and lances and axes , ' s

a
s they fell , looked like dazzling flashes of fire . Duryodhana

was the gust o
f

wind that was the precursor ( of that tempest

like host ) . Cars and elephants constituted it
s dry clouds . 34

The loud noise o
f

drums and other instruments formed the
peal o

f
it
s

thunders . Abounding with standard3 , bows formed

ts lightning flashes . Drona and the Pāndavas formed it
s

pouring clouds . Scimitars and darts and maces constituted it
s

thunders . 85 Shafts formed it
s downpour , and weapons ( of other

kinds ) , its incessant gusts of wind . And the winds that blew
were both exceedingly hot and exceedingly cold . Terrible , stun
ning , and fierce , it was destructive o

f

life . There was nothing

that could afford shelter from it . * ? Combatants , desirous of

battle , entered into that frightful host o
n that dread night

resounding with terrible noises , 37 enhancing the fears o
f the

timid and the delight o
f

heroes . And during the progress o
f

that fierce and dreadful battle in the night , 88 the Pāndus and
the Srinjayas , united together , rushed in wrath against Drona .

All those , however , o king , that advanced right against the

• The Bumbay reading is opluvú m aud not liplulin . - - - T .
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illustrious Drona , ' were either obliged
ed to the abode of Yama. Indeed , on that night, Drona, alone,
pierced with his shafts elephants in thousands and cars in tens

of thousands and millions of foot -soldiers and steeds.' " 40-41

mea

SECTION CLV .

“ Dhritarăshtra said , — When the invincible Drona of im
measurable energy, unable to bear (the slaughter of Jaya

dratha ), wrathfully entered into the midst of the Srinjayas ,
what d

id you all think ? When that warrior o
f immeasurable

soul , having said those words unto my disobedient so
n Duryo

dhana , so entered (the hostile ranks ) , what steps did Pärtha
take ? When after the fall of the heroic Jayadratha and o

f

Bhuriçravas , that unvanquished warrior of great energy , that
scorcher o

f foes , viz . , the unconquerable Drona , proceeded
against the Pānchālas , what d

id Arjuna think ? What also
did Duryodhana think a

s the most seasonable step that he

could adopt ? 8 - 4 Who were they that followed that boon -giving

hero , that foremost of regenerate ones ? Who were those heroes ,

O Suta , that stood behind that hero while engaged in battle ?
Who fought in his van while h

e

was employed in slaughtering

the foe in battle ? I think , all the Pānda vas , afflicted with
the arrows of Bharadwāja ' s son , were , O Suta , like lean kine
trembling under a wintry sky . Having penetrated into the
midst o

f

the Pānchālas , how did that great bowman , that
scorcher o

f

foes , that tiger among men ,meet with his death ? * 7

When o
n that night al
l

the troops , united together , and al
l

the
great car -warriors combined , were being separately grinded ( b

y

Drona ) , who were those intelligent men among you that were
present there ? 8 Thou sayest that my troops were slain o

r

huddled together , or vanquished , and that my car -warriors were
made ca

r
-less in those encounters . While those combatants be

came heartless and were being grinded b
y

the Pāndavas , what
did they think when they sank in such affliction o

n that dark

night ? 9 - 10 Thou sayest that the Pāndavas were hearty and ex

* This is a triplet in all the editions . - T .
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ceedingly hopeful , and that mine were melancholy and heartless
and panic -struck ." How , O Sanjaya , couldst thou mark the
distinction on that night between the Kurus and the unretreat
ing Pārthas ??10

" Sanjaya said , - During the progress , O king, of that fierce
night-battle , the Pāndavas along with the Somakas al

l

rushed

against Drona . ' s Then Drona , with his swift -going shafts ,

despatched all the Kaikeyas and the sons of Dhrishtadyumna

into the world o
f spirits . " Indeed , al
l

those mighty car -war
riors , 0 king , that advanced rightagainst Drona , al

l

those lords

o
f

Earth , were despatched ( b
y

him ) into the region o
f

the

dead . ' Then king Civi of great prowess , filled with rage ,

proceeded against thatmighty car -warrior , viz . , the heroic so
n

o
f Bharadwāja , while the latter was thus employed in grinding

(the hostile combatants ) . 16 Beholding that great car -warrior of

the Pandavas advancing , Drona pierced him with ten shafts made
entirely o

f

iron . " ? Civi , however , pierced Drona in return with

thirty shafts winged with Kanka feathers . And smiling the
while , he also , with a broad -headed shaft , felled the driver of
Drona ' s car . ' Drona then , slaying the steeds of the illustrious
Civi , as also the driver of his car , cut off from his trunk Civi ' s

head with head -gear o
n it . ' ' Then Duryodhana quickly sent

unto Drona a driver fo
r

his car . The reins of his steeds having

been taken u
p

b
y

the new man , Drona once more rushed against

his foes . * The son o
f

the ruler of the Kalingas , supported

b
y

th
e

Kalinga troops , rushed against Bhimasena , filled with
rage a

t

the slaughter o
f

his sire b
y

the latter . " Having
pierced Bhima with five shafts , he once more pierced him with

seven . And he struck Viçoka (the driver of Bhima ' s car ) with
three shafts and the latter ' s standard with one . Then Vriko
dara , filled with rage , leaping from his own ca

r

to that o
f

his foe ,

slow with only his fists that angry hero of the Kalingas . The
bones o

f

that prince thus slain in battle b
y

the mighty so
n

o
f

o
f

Pāndu with only his fists , fell down o
n the Earth , separated

from one another . 24 Karna and the brother of the slain prince ,

(and others ) , could not brook that act of Bhima . All of them
began to strike Bhimasena with keen shafts resembling snakes

o
f

virulent poison , as Abandoning then that car of the fo
e

(upon



488 (GI TOTKACHAMAHABHARATA .

ra

which he stood ), Bhima proceeded to the car of Dhruva ,* and
crushed , by a blow of his fist , that prince who had been striking
him incessantly ." Thus struck by the mighty son of Pāndu ,
Dhruva fe

ll
down . Having slain him , 0 king , Bhimasena o

f

great strength , ? proceeding to the car of Jayarāta , began to

roar repeatedly like a lion . Dragging Jayarāta then with his
left a

rm , while employed in roaring , " he slew that warrior with

a slap o
f

h
is palm in the very sight of Karna . Then Karna

hurled a
t the son o
f

Pāndu , a dart decked with gold . as The

Pānda va , however , smiling the while , seized with his hand that

dart . And the invincible Vrikodara in that battle hurled that

very dart back at Karna . " Then Cakuni , with a shaft that had
drunk oil , cut of

f

that dart a
s it coursed towards Karna . Hay

ing achieved these mighty feats in battle , Bhima of wonderful
prowess ' came back to his own car and rushed against thy

troops . And while Bhima was thus advancing , slaughtering

(thy troops ) like the Destroyer himself in rage , * * thy sons , O

monarch , attempted to resist that mighty -armed hero . Indeed ,

those mighty ca
r
-warriors covered him with a dense shower of

arrows . " Then Bhima , smiling the while , despatched in that

battle , with his shafts , the driver and the steeds of Durmada
unto the abode o

f

Yama . 34 Durmada , at this , quickly mounted
upon the car o

f

Dushkarna . Then those scorchers of foes , vi
z
. ,

the two brothers , riding o
n the same car , 85 both rushed against

Bhima in the front rank o
f

battle , like the Regent of the waters
and Surya rushing against Tāraka , that foremost of Daityas . "

Then thy sons Durmada and Dushkarna ,mounting o
n the same

car , pierced Bhima with shafts . Then in the very sight of

Karna , o
f Agwatthāman , of Duryodhana , of Kripa , of Soma

datta , and of Vālhika , the son of Pāndu , 98 that chastiser of foes ,

b
y
a stamp of his foot , caused that car of the heroic Durmada

and Dushkarna to sink into the Earth . 8 : Filled with rage , he

struck with h
is

fists those mighty and brave sons o
f thine , viz . ,

Durmada and Dushkarna ,and crushed them therewith and roared
aloud . " Then cries of Oh and Alas arose among the troops .

And the kings , beholding Bhima , said , — That is Rudra who is

* The brother o
f the Kalinga prince . - T .
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fighting ia Brim is form am ng the Dhārtırāshtras !*!_ Saying

these words, O B 'lāruta , all the kings fled away, deprived of
their senses and urging the animals they rode to their greatest
speed . Indeed , no two of them could be seen running to
gether ." Then when on that night a great carnage had been

caused among the (Kaurava ) army, the mighty Vrikodara , with
eyes beautiful as the full-blown lotus , highly applauded by
many bulls among kings, repairing unto Yudhishthira , paid
his regards unto him .43 Then the twins (Nakula and Saha

deva ), and Drupada and Virāta , and the Kaikeyas , and Yu
dhishthira also , felt great joy . And all of them paid their

adorations unto Vrikodara even as the celestials d
id unto

Mahādeva after Andhaka had been slain . " Then thy sons ,

a
ll equal unto the sons of Varuna , filled with rage and accom

panied b
y

the illustrious preceptor and a large number o
f

cars , foot -soldiers , and elephants , encompassed Vrikodara o
n all

sides from desire o
f fight . " Then , O best of kings , on that

terrible night when everything was enveloped in a darkness

a
s

thick a
s
a cloud , å dreadful ; battle took place between

those illustrious warriors , delightful to wolves and crows and
vultures . ' " 46

SECTION CLVI .

“ Sanjaya said , 'After his son (Bhuriçravas ) had been slain

b
y

Sātyaki while the former was sitting in Prāya , Somadatta ,

filled with rage , said unto Sātyaki these words : ' - Why , O

Sātwata , having abandoned those Kshatriya duties ordained

b
y

the high -souled gods , hast thou betaken thyself to the
practices o

f

robbers ? Why would one that is observant of

Kshatriya duties and possessed o
f

wisdom , strike in battle a

person that is turning away from the fight , or one that has
become helpless , ' or one that has laid aside his weapons , or one
that beggeth fo

r

quarter ? 3 Two persons , indeed , among the
Vrishnis are reputed to b

e

the foremost o
f great ca
r
-warriors ,

viz . , Praddyumna of mighty energy and thou also , O Sātyaki ! *

Why then didst thou behave so cruelly and sinfully towards

one that had sa
t
in Praya and that had his arm cut of
f

b
y

6
2
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Pārtha ?* 5 Take now in battle the consequence of that act of
thine, O thou of wicked behaviour ! I shall today , O wretch ,
putting forth my prowess , cut off thy head with a winged arrow 16
I swear , O Sātwata , bymy two sons, by what is dear to me,
and by allmy meritorious acts, that if before this night passes
away I do not slay thee that art so proud of thy heroism , with
thy sons and younger brother , provided Jishnu the so

n

o
f Pritha

does not protect thee , then let me sink into terribe hell , O

wretch o
f

Vrishni ' s race 17 - 3 - Having said these words , th
e

mighty Somad otta , fillod with rage , blew his conch loudly and
uttered a leonine roar ! ' Then Sătyaki , of eyes like lotus petals
and teeth like those o

f

a lion , possessed o
f great strength , and

filled with rage , said these words unto Somadatta ! ? 0 _ 0 thou of

Kuru ' s race , whether battling with thee or with others , I do no
t

in my heart ever experience the slightest fear ! " If , protected

b
y

all the trvops , thou fightest with me , I would not , eren
thon , experience o

n thy account , any pain , Othou o
f Kuru ' s

race ! ' * I am ever observant of Kshatriya practices . Thou
canst not , therefore , frighten me with only words scenting o

f

battle o
r with speeches that insult the good ! " * If , 0 king ,

thou wishest to fight with me today , be cruel and strike me
with keon shafts and I also will strike thee ! ' 4 · Thy son , the
mighty car -warrior Bhuriçravas , has , O king , been slain ! Cala

a
ls ) , and Vrishasena , have been crushed b
y

me . " Thee also
today I shall slay , with thy sons and kinsmen ! Stay with re

solution in battle , fo
r

thou , O Kaurava , art endued with great
strength ! Thju art already slain in consequence o

f the

energy o
f

that drum -bannered king Yudhishthira in whom

are always charity , and self -restraint , and purity of heart , and
compassion , and modesty , and intelligence , and forgiveness ,

and a
ll

else that is indestructible ! Thou shalt meet with

destruction along with Karna and Suvala ' s so
n
! 17 - 18 I swear by

Krishna ' s feet and b
y

allmy good acts that , filled with rage , I

shall , with my shafts , slay thee with thy sons in battle ! " If

thou fliest away from battle , then mayst thou have safety !

* Putaniyam is explained b
y

Nilakantha a
s something that causes

the patana or downfa ! l of a person , bence , sir . - T .
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Having thus addressed each other with eyes red in wrath , those
foremost ofmen began to shoot their shafts at each other . Then
with a thousand cars and te

n

thousand horse , ' ' Duryodhana

6 » o
k his station , encompassing Somadatta . Cakuni also , filled

with rage , and armed with every weapon , a2 and surrounded
by his sons and grandsons as als ) b

y

his brothers that were

ellal t ) Indra himself in prowess , ( did the same ) . Thy brother

in - law , O king , young in years and of body hard a
s

the thum

der -bolt , " and possessed o
f

wisdom , had a hundred thousand

horse o
f

the foremost valour with him . With these he encom
pissed the mighty bowman Somadatta . at Protected by those
mighty warriors , Somadatta covered Satyaki (with clouds of

shafts ) . Beholding Sātyaki thus covered with clouds o
f straight

shafts , " s Dhrish tadyumna proceeded towards him in rage and
accompanied by a mighty force . Then , O king , the sound that
aruse there o

f

thuyse two large hosts striking each other , resen
bled that o

f many oceans lashed into fury b
y

frightful hurri
canes . Then Somadatta pierced Satyaki with nine arrows. 26 - 37

Sātyaki , in return , struck that foremost of Kuru warriors with
nine arrows . Deeply pierced in that battle b

y

the mighty and

firm bowman (Sātyaki ) , " Somadatta sa
t

down o
n

th
e

terrace

o
f

his car and lost his senses in a swoon . Beholding him
deprived o

f

his senses , his driver , with great speed , aº bore
away from the battle that great car -warrior , viz . , the heroic
Sumadatta . Seeing that Sómadatta , afflicted with Yuyudhāna ' s

shafts , had lost his senses , 8° Drona rushed with speed , desiring

to slay the Yadu hero . Beholding the preceptor advance ,many
Pāndava warriors headed b

y

Yudhishthira , surrounded that
illustrious perpetuator of Yadu ' s race from desire o

f rescuing

him . Then commenced a battle between Drona and the Pānda

vas , resembling thatbetween Vali and the celestials from desire

o
f

the sovereignty o
f

the three world . Then Bharadwāja ' s

son o
f great energy shrouded the Pandava host with ciouds of

arrows , and pierced Yudhishthira also . And Drova pierced
Sātyaki with ten arrows , and the son o

f

Prishata with

twenty . 86 - 5€ And h
e pierced Bhimasena with nine arrows , and

Nakula with five , and Sahadeva with eight , and Cik handin
with a hundred . " And the mighty -armed hero pierced each o

f
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the ( five ) sons of Draupadi with five arrows . And he pierced

Virāta with eight arrows and Drupada with ten,' And he
pierced Yudhāmanyu with three arrows and Uttamaujas with

six in that encounter. And piercing many other combatants ,
he rushed towards Yudhisthira." The troops of Pandu 's son ,
slaughtered by Drona , ran away in a

ll

directions , from fear , 0

king , with loud wails . 88 Beholding that host thus slaughtered

b
y

Dröna , Phālguna the son o
f Prithā , with wrath excited a

little , quickly proceeded towards the preceptor . " ' Beholding then
that Drona also was proceeding towards Arjuna in that battle ,

that host of Yudhishthira , O king , once more rallied . 4 " Then
once m v

re occurred a battle between Drona and the Pandavas ,

Drona , surrounded , O king , on all sides , b
y thy sons , " began to

consume the Pāndava host like fi
re consuming a heap o
f

cotton .

B :holding him radiant like the Sun and endued with the splen .

dour o
f
a blazing fire , * 3 and fiercely and continually , o king ,

emitting his ray -like arrows , with bow incessantly drawn to a

circle , and scorching everything around like the Sun himself , * *

and consuming his foes , there was none in that host that could
check h

im . The shafts of Dröna , cutting o
ff

the heads of a
ll

those that ventured to approach him in the face , penetrated into
the Earth . Thus slaughtered b

y

that illustrious warrior , the
Pānduva host ,̂ * - 45 once more fled away in fear in the very sight

o
f Arjuna . Bpholding that force , 0 Bhārata , thus routed o
n

that night b
y

Drona , * Jishnu asked Govinda to proceed towards

Drona ' s car . Then he o
f Daçãrha ' s race urged those steeds

white as silver or vaccine milk o
r the Kunda flower o
r th
e

moon , towards the car of Drona . Bhimasena also , beholding
Prālguni proceed towards Drupa , 47 - 43 commanded his own
charioteer , saying , Bear me towards Drona ' s division ! — Hear
ing those words o

f

Bhima , his driver Vicoka urged his steeds , es

following in the wake , O chief of the Bharatas , of Jishnu o
f

sure

aim . Behoding thë tw ) brothers resolutely proceeding towards
Drona ' s division , 50 themighty ca

r
-warriors among the Panchã .

la
s , thu Srinjayas , the Matsyas , the Chedis , the Kārushas , the

Koçalaz , and the Kaikeyas , O king , al
l

followed them . Then

O monarch , tvok place a terrible battle thatmade the hair to

kun o
n end . With two mighty throngs o
f cars , Vibhatsu a
n
d
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Vrikodara attacked thy host , the former on the right and the
latter in the front. Seeing those tigers among men , viz ., Bhima
sena and Dhananjaya , (thus engaged ),52-58 Dhrishtadyumna ,

O monarch , and Sātyaki of great strength , rushed behind .
Then , O king , an uproar arose there in consequence of the two
hosts striking each other, that resembled the noise made by
many seas lashed into fury by a tempest . Beholding Sātyaki

in battle , Aswatthāman , filled with rage at the slaughter of
Somadatta 's son , rushed furiously against that Sātwata hero at
the v

a
n

o
f

battle . Seeing him rush in that battle against the
car o

f

Cini ' s grandson , 54 - 56 Bhimasena ' s son , the gigantic Rā
kshasa Ghatotkacha endued with great strength , rushed at him ,

riding o
n
a huge and terrible car made o
f black iron covered

with bear skins . Both the height and the width of that large ca
r

measured thirty nulwas . * Equipt with machines se
t

o
n proper

places , its rattle reser bled that of a mighty mass of clouds . 67 - 88

No steeds or elephants were yoked unto it , but , instead , beings
that looked like elephants . t O

n

it
s tall standard perched a

prince o
f

vultures with outstretched wings and feet , with eyes

wide -expanded , and shrieking awfully . And it was equipt with
red flags and decked with the entrails o

f various animals . 69 - 60

And that huge vehicle was furnished with eight wheels . Riding

o
n it , Ghatotkacha was surrounded b
y
a full Akshauhini of

fierce -looking Riikshasas armed with lances and heavy clubs

and rocks and trees . Seeing him advance with uplifted bow and
resembling the mace -armed Destroyer himself in the hour o

f

universal dissolution , the hostile kings were struck with fear .

A
t

sight o
f that prince o
f

Rākohusas , viz . ,Ghatotkacha , looking
like a mountain summit , of terrible aspect , frightful , possessed of

terrible teeth and fierce face , with arrow -like ears and high

cheek -bynes , with stiff hair rising upwards , awful eyes , blazing

mouth , and sunken belly , with æsophagus wide as a chasm , and

a diadem o
n his head , capable o
f striking every creature with

fear , possessing jaws wide open like those o
f

the Destroyer ,

endued with great splendour , and capable o
f agitating all foes ,

* A nuwu incasured four hundred cubits . - T .

. Nilakaniha explains that these were l 'içrchas . - T . ,
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advancing towards them ,6 -66 thy son 's host, afflicted with fear,
became highly agitated like the current of the Gangā agitated

into fierce eddies by (the action of ) the wind." Terrified by
the leonine roars uttered by . Ghatotkacha , elephants began to
eject urin and the kings began to tremble ." Then , poured by
the Rīkshasas who had become more powerful in consequence

of the night , there began to fall on the field of battle a thick
shower of stones. And a coaseless shower of iron wheels and

Bhuçundis and darts and lances and spears and Catāghnis and

kings , thy sons , and Karna also , exceedingly pained , fled away."
Only the proud son of Drona , ever boastful of his might in
arms, stood fearlessly. And he soon dispelled that illusion
that had been created by Ghatotkacha ." Upon the destruc
tion of his illusion , Ghatotkacha in rage sped fierce shafts (at
Acwatthāman ). These pierced the son of Drona ,18 like angry

snakes speedily piercing through an anthill . Thise arrows ,
having pierced through the body of Açwatthāman , became dyed
with blood ?+ and quickly entered the Earth like snakes into
an anthill . The light -handed Aswatthāman, however , of great
prowess , filled with wrath ," pierced Ghatotkacha with ten
arrows. Ghatatkocha , deeply pierced in his vital parts by

Drona 's so
n , " , and feeling great pain , took u
p

a wheel having

a thousand spokes . Its edge was sharp a
s
a razor , and it was

resplendent as the rising Sun . And it was decked with diverse
gems and diamonds . Desirous of slaying him , the son o

f

Bhimasena hurled that wheel a
t

Açwatthāman . And a
s that

wheel coursed swiftly towards Drona ' s son , the lattler cut it

into fragments b
y

means o
f

his shafts . " B
a

Hed it fell down

o
n

the Earth , like the hope cherished b
y

a
n

unfortunate man .

Beholding his wheel ba Med ,Ghatotkacha quickly ? covered the
son o

f

Dröna with his shafts like Rāhu swallowing the Sun .

Meanwhile , Ghatotkacha ' s son endued with great splenduur and
looking like a mass o

f antimonyso checked the advancing son

o
f

Drons like the king o
f mountains (Meru ) checking the

( course o
f

the ) wind . Afflicted with showers of shafts b
y

Bhimasena ' s grandson , viz . , the brave Anjanaparvan , Açwat
thāma ı louked like the mountain Meru bcaring a torrent of
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rain from a mighty cloud . Then Açwatthāman , equal unto
Rudra or Upendra in prowess , became filled with rage.81-38
With one shaft he cut off the standard of Anjanaparvan ;

With two others, his two drivers , and with three others, his
Trivenuka .83 And he cut off the Rākshasa 's bow with one
arrow , and his four steeds with four other arrows. Made
carless, Anjanaparvan took up a scimitar . With another
keen shaft, Açwatthāman cut o

ff into two fragments that

scimitar , decked with golden stars , in the Rākshasu ' s hand .

The grandson o
f

Hidim v
à

then , 0 king , whirling a gold

decked mace , quickly hurled it at Açwatthāman . Drona ' s

sən , however , striking it with his shafts , caused it to fa
l
!

down o
n the Earth . Svaring u
p

then into the sky , Anjana
parvan began to roar like a black cloud . 84 - 86 And from the
welkin h

e

showered trees upon h
is

fo
e . Like the Sun piercing

a mass o
f clouds with his rays , Açwatthāman then began to

pierce with his shafts the son o
f

Ghatotkacha , that receptacle

o
f illusions , in the welkin . Gifted with great energy , the

Rakshasa once more came down o
n h
is gold -decked car . 87 - 88

He then looked like a high and beautiful hill of antimony o
n

the surface o
f

the Earth . The son o
f

Drona then slew that

son o
f

Bhima ' s son , viz . , Anjanaparvan , cased in an iron coat

o
f

mail , even a
s Mahādeva had slain in days of yore the Asura

Andhaka . Beholding his mighty son slain b
y

Açwatthā
man , " 9 - : 0 Ghatotkacha , coming unto the son o

f Drona , fearless

ly addressed the heroic son o
f

Caradwat ' s daughter who was
then consuming the Pāndava troops like a raging forest -conflag

ration , in these words . "

“ Ghatotkacha said , - Wait , wait , 0 so
n

o
f

Drona ! Thou

shalt not escape ine with life ! I shall slay thee today like
Agni ' s son slaying Kruuncha ! "

“ Açwatthāman said , - Go , O son , and fight with others , O

thou that hast the prowess o
f
a celestial ! It is not proper , O

son o
f

Hidimvā , that sire should battle with son ! * * I do not

* Açwatthaman and the Pandavas were like brothers , fo
r

both were

disciples o
f

Drona . Ghatotkacha , therefore , having been Bhima ' s son

was Afwatthaman ' s brother ' s son . - T .



496 (GHATOTK CAAMAHABHARATA .

cherish any wrath against thee, O so
n

o
f Hidimvā ! When , how

ever , one ' s wrath is excited , onemay kill one ' s own self ! $ 4 _

Sanjaya continued , — 'Having heard these words , Ghatotka
cha , filled with grief o

n account o
f

the fall o
f

his son and with
eyes red a

s copper in wrath , approached Açwatthāman and

said , ' S _ Am I a dustard in battle , O son o
f Drona , like a vul

gar person , that thou afrightest me thus with words ? These
thy words are improper 96 Verily , I have been begot by Bhima

in the celebrated race of the Kurus ! I am a son of the Pānda

king o
f

th
e

Rrīkshasas , equal to the Ten -necked (Rāvana ) in

might ! Wait , wait , 0 son of Drona ! Thou shalt not escape
mewith life ! 98 I shall today o

n the field o
f

battle dispell thy

desire for fight ! - Having thus replied unto Acwatthāman , that
mighty Rikshasa , with eyes red a

s copper in rage , ” rushed
furiously against the son o

f Drona like a lion against & prince

o
f elephants . And Ghatotkacha began to shower upon that

ball among car -warriors , viz . , Drona ' s son , shafts of the measure

o
f

the Aksha o
f
a battle - ca
r
, like a cloud pouring torrents o
f

rain . Drona ' s son , however , with his own shafts , dispelled
that arrowy shower before it could reach him . 10

0
- 3 A
t

that

time it seemed that another encounter was taking place in

the welkin between shafts ( a
s

the combatants ) . The welkin
then , during that night , shone resplendent with the sparks

caused by the clash o
f

those weapons a
s if with (myriads

o
f
) fice flies . Observing that his illusion was dispelled b
y

Drona ' s son proud o
f h
is prowess in battle , 10
3
- Ghatotkacha ,

once more making himself invisible , created a
n illusion . He

assumed the form o
f

a high mountain , crowded with cliffs and
trees , ' 04 and possessing fountains from which ceaselessly flowed

spears and lances and swords and heavy clubs . Beholding that
mountain like a mass o

f antimony , with countless weapons
falling from it , Drona ' s son was not at all moved . The latter
invoked into existence the Vajra weapon . * 10

5
- 6 That prince

o
f

mountains then , struck with that weapon , was quickly des
troyed . Then the Rākshasa , becoming a mass o

f

blue clouds

* 1 . e . , the weapon enduelwith the force of the thunder . - T .
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in the firmament , decked with rain -bow , 10
7

began to furiously

shower upon Drona ' s son in that battle a downpour o
f stones

and rocks . Then that foremost of al
l

persons acquainted with

weapons , viz . , Açwatthāman , aiming the Vāyavya weapon , jº
s

destroyed that blue cloud which had risen o
n the firmament

Drona ' s son , that foremost of men , covering then a
ll the points

o
f

the compass with his shafts , slew a hundred thousand car

warriors . He beheld Ghatotkacha then fearlessly coming to

wards him with bentbow and accompanied b
y
a large number

o
f

Rākshasas that resembled lions o
r tigers o
r elephants o
f

infuriate prowess , iºg - 11
1

some riding o
n elephants , some o
n cars ,

and some on steeds . The son of Hidimvā was accompanied b
y

those fierce followers o
f

his , with frightful faces and heads and
necks . " Those Rākshasas consisted o

f

both Paulasthyas and

Yātudhāras . * Their prowess was equal to that of Indra him
self . They were armed with diverse kinds of weapons and
cased in diverse kinds of armour . ' 18 Of terrible visage , they
swelled with rage . Ghatotkacha came to battle , accompanied
by those Rākshusas , who were , indeed , incapable o

f being

easily defeated in battle . ' * Beholding them , thy son Duryo
dhana became exceedingly cheerless . Unto h

im the so
n

o
f

Drona said , - - Wait , 0 Duryodhana ! Thou needst have n
o

fear ! 12
5

Stand aside with these thy heroic brothers and these

lords o
f

Earth endued with the prowess o
f Indra ! I will slay

thy foes ! Defeat thou shalt not have ! I tell thee truly !

Meanwhile , assure thy troops ! — 11
6

“ Duryodhana said , I do not regard what thou sayest to

b
e
a
t

a
ll

wonderful , since thy heart is large ! O son o
f Gauta

ma ' s daughter , thy regard fo
r

u
s
is great ! 11
3
_

"Sanjaya continued , — Having said those words unto Açwat
thāman , he then addressed the son of Suvala , saying , Dhanan
jaya is engaged in battle , surrounded b

y
a hundred thousand

ca
r
-warriors of great valour ! Go thou against h
im , with sixty

thousand cars ! Karna also , and Vrishasena , and Kripa , and
Nila , " 18 - 19 and the Northerners , and Kritavarman , and the sons

o
f

Purumitra , and Duscāsana , and Nikumbha , and Kunda

* Different species o
f

Rukshasas . - T .

6
3
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vedin , 12
0

and Puranjaya , and Dridaraths , and Patākin , and

Hem apunjaka , and Calya , and Aruni , and Indrasena , and San
jaya , and Vijaya , and Jaya , " ” ! and Kamalāksha , and Parakrā
thin , and Jayadharman , and Sudarçana , — these will follow thee ,

with sixity thousand foot -soldiers . ' a : O uncle , slay Bhima and
the twins and king Yudhishthira the just , like the chief of

the celestials slaying the Asuras ! My hope o
f victory is on

thee ! ! Already deeply pierced b
y

Drona ' s so
n

with shafts , all

their limbs have been exceedingly mangled . Slay the sons

o
f Kunti , o uncle , like Agni ' s son (Kārtikeya ) slaying the

Asuras ! 18
4
_ Thus addressed b
y thy son , Cakuni proceeded

quickly for destroying the Pandavas , filling thy sons , O king ,

with delight ! 18
5

“ Meanwhile , O king , the battle that took place between the
Riksh181 and the son o

f

Drona o
n that night was exceedingly

terrible like that between Cakra and Pralhāda ( in days of ol
d
) . * * *

Ghatotkacha , filled with rige , struck Drona ' s son in the chest

with te
n

powerful shafts fierce a
s poison o
r

fire . ' 7 Deeply
pierced with those shafts sped b

y

the son o
f

Bhimasena ,

Acwatthāman trembled o
n the terrace o
f his car like a tall tree

shaken b
y

the tempest . ' 88 Once more , Ghatotkacha , with a
broad -headed shaft , quickly cu

t

off the bright bow that was

in the hands o
f Drona ' s son . ' as The latter then , taking u
p

another bow capable o
f bearing a great strain , showered keen

arrows (upon his foe ) like a cloud pouring torrents of rain . "

Then the son o
f

Caradwat ' s daughter , O Bhārata , sped many
sky -ranging and foe -slaying arrows winged with gold towards
the sky - ranging Rūkshasa . ' 1 Afficted with those shafts of

Açwatthāman , that vast force o
f

broad - chested Rākshasas

looked like a herd o
f

infuriate elephants afflicted b
y

lions . ' " *

Consuming with his arrows those Rākshasas with their steeds ,

drivers , and elephants , he blazed forth like the adorable Agni
while consuming creatures a

t

the end o
f

the l 'uga . 18
8

Having

burnt with his shafts a full Akshauhini of Rākshasa troops ,

Açwatthāman shone resplendent like the divine Maheçwara in

heaven after the burning o
f

the tripple city . * 13
4

That foremost

Tripura , belonging to a
n

Asura o
f

th
e

samename . — T .



BADA Parra, 499DRONA PARVA

of victors , viz., Drona 's son , having burnt thy foes, shone
brilliantly like the blazing Yuga fire after having burnt a

ll

crea
tures a

t

the end o
f the Yuga . ' 88 Then Ghatotkacha , filled with

rage , urged that vast Rīkshasa force o
n , saying , - Slay the so
n

o
f Drona ! 36 _ That command o
f

Ghatotkacha was obeyed b
y

those terrible Rikshasas of bright teeth , large faces , frightful
aspects , ' 97 gaping mouths , long tongues and eyes blazing with
wrath . Cansing the Earth to be filled with their loud leonine
roars , 18 % and armed with diverse kinds of weapons , they rushed
against the son o

f

Drona fo
r

slaying him . Endued with fierce
prowess , those Rākshasas , with eyes red in wrath , fearlessly
hurled a

t

Açwatthāman ' s head hundreds and thousands o
f darts ,

and Çatāgnis , and spiked maces , and Açanis , and long lances ,

and axes , and scimitars , and maces , and short arrows , and
heavy clubs , and battle -axes , and spears , and swords , and
lances , and Kunapas , and polished Kampanas , and Sthulas ,

and rockets , and stones ,and vessels of (hot ) treacle , and sthunas
made of black iron , and mallets , all of terrible forms and cap
able of destroying foes . 18

9
- 43 Beholding that thick shower of

weapons filling upon the head o
f

Drona ' s son , thy warriors
were much pained . ' 45 The son o

f

Drona , however , fearlessly
destroyed with his whetted shafts endued with the force o

f

the

thunder that frightful shower o
f weapons looking like a risen

cloud . ' Then the high -souled son of Drona , with other wea
pons equipt with golden wings and inspired b

y

mantras with the
force o

f

celestial arms , speedily slew many Rakshasas . 14
5

AMicted
with those shafts , that vast force o

f

broad -chested Rākshasar

looked like a herd o
f

infuriate elephants afflicted b
y

lions . " "

Then those mighty Raleshasas , thus affiicted b
y

Drona ' s son ,

became filled with fury and rushed against the former . ' 47 Tho
prowess that the son o

f

Drona then showed was exceedingly

wonderful , fo
r

the feat he achieved is incapable o
f

being achiev

e
d by any other being among living creatures , 14
8

since , alone and
unsupported , that warrior acquainted with high and mighty
weapons burnt that Rīleshasa force with h

is blazing shafts in the
very sight o

f that prince o
f

Rākshasas . 14
9

Whilst consuming that
Rikshasa force ,Drona ' s son in that battle shone resplendent like :

the Samvartaka fire while burning all creatures at the oud of
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the Yuga .'56 Indeed , amongst those thousands of kings and
those Pãndavas , O Bhărata , there was none , except that mighty
prince of the Rākshasas , vi

z
. , the heroic Ghatotkacha , capable

o
f

even looking a
t

the so
n

o
f

Drona in that battle ,who was thus
employed in consuming their ranks with his shafts resembling

snakes o
f

virulent poison . 51
2
- 48 The Rākshasa , O chief o
f the

Bharatas , with eyes rolling in wrath , striking his palms , an
d

biting h
is (nether ) li
p , 18
8

addressed h
is

own driver , saying -

Bear me towards the son o
f Drona ! - Riding o
n that formidable

ca
r

equipt with triumphal banners , that slayer of foes once more
proceeded against Drona ' s son desiring & single combat with

the latter . Endued with terrible prowess , the Rākshasa ,

uttering a loud leonine roar , hurled in that encounter at Drona ' s

son , having whirled it ( previously ) , a terrible Açani of celestial

however , jumping down from his car , having left his bow
thereon , seized it and hurled it back a

t

Ghatotkacha himself .

Ghatotkacha ,meanwhile , had quickly alighted from h
is

ca
r . 18
7

That formidable Açani , of dazzling effulgence , having reduced

to ashes the Rākshasa ' s vehicle with steeds and driver and
standard , entered the Earth , having pierced her through . "
Beholding that feat o

f Drona ' s sun , viz , his having jumped
down and seized that terrible Açani of celestial workmanship ,

all creatures applauded it . 16
9

Proceeding then , 0 king , to

Dhrish tadyumna ' s car , Bhimasena ' s son , taking u
p

a terrible

bow that resembled the large bow o
f

Indra himself , 16
6

once more

sped many keen shafts a
t the illustrious son o
f Drona . Dbrish

tadyumna also fearlessly shot at Açwatthāman ' s chest many
foremost o

f

shafts equipt with wings o
f

gold and resembling

snakes o
f

virulent poison . Then Drona ' s so
n

shot arrows and

long shafts b
y

thousands . 26
2
- 68 Those two heroes , however , viz . ,

Ghatotkacha and Dhrishtadyumna , struck and baffled Açwat
thāman ' s shafts by means o

f their own shafts whose touch re

sembled that of fire . The battle then that took place between

* Açani literally means th
e

thunder . Probably , some kind o
f iron

mace . - T .
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Drona (on the other ) became fierce in the extreme and gladden

ed a
ll

the combatants , O bull of Bharata ' s race ! Then , accom
panied b

y
a thousand cars , three hundred elephants , 16
8
– 6
4 and six

thousand horse , Bhimasena arrived a
t

that spot . The virtuous

son o
f Drona , however , endued a
s h
e was with prowess that

knew n
o fatigue , continued to fight with the heroic son o
f

Bhima and with Dhrish tadyumna supported b
y

h
is

followers . *

The prowess then that Drona ' s so
n

displayed o
n that occasion .

was exceedingly wonderful , 16
5
- 67 inasmuch a
s , O Bhārata , none

else amongst a
ll

creatures is capable o
f accomplishing such

feats . Within the twinkling of an eye , he destroyed , by means

o
f his sharp shafts , a full Akshauhini of Rākshasa troops with

steeds , drivers , cars , and elephants , in the very sight of Bhima
sena and Hidimvā ' s son and Prishata ' s son ? 68 and the twins and
Dharma ' s son and Vijaya and Achyuta . t Deeply struck with
the straight -going shafts ( of Açwatthāman ) , 16

9

elephants fell

down o
n the Earth like crestless mountains . Strewn a
ll

around

with the lopped o
ff trunks o
f elephants , that moved still in

convulsions , the Earth looked beautiful as if overspread with
moving snakes . And the Earth looked resplendent with golden
staves and royal umbrellas , 17

0
– 71 like the firmament a
t

the end

o
f

th
e

Yuga bespangled with planets and stars and many moons
and suns . And Drona ' s son caused a bloody river o

f impetu

ous current to flow there . The blood o
f elephants and steeds

and combatants formed it
s

water . Tall standards formed its
frogs . Drums formed it

s large tortoises ; umbrellas , its rows of

swans ; yak -tails in profusion , its froth ; Kankas and vultures ,

it
s

crocodiles ; weapons in profusion , its fishes ; large elephants ,

th
e

stones and rocks o
n

it
s

banks ; elephants and steeds , its

sharks ; cars , its unstable and broad banks ; and banners , its

beautiful rows o
f

trees . Having shafts for its (smaller ) fishes ,

that frightful river had lances and darts and swords fo
r

it
s

* The Bengal texts read Utkrishta -vikramas . The correct reading
seems to b

e

Aklishta -vikramas . Then again , Sahānujam seems to b
e

in .

accurate . I follow the Bombay reading Sahānugam . — T .

+ Achyuta , when used a
s a proper noun , refers to Krishna . It means

- ' of unfading glory ' and not the immortal one . ' — T .
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snakes ; marrow and flesh fo
r

it
s mire , and trunkless bodies

floating o
n it for its rafts . And it was choked with the hair

( o
f

men and animals ) for it
s

moss . And it inspired the timid
with cheerlessness and fear . And the wails of combatants con
stituted it

s frightful roar . And bloody waves were seen o
n

it
s

surface . ' 78 - 77 Rendered frightful by means of the foot - soldiers
with which it teemed , Yama ' s abode was th

e

ocean towards

which it flowed . Having slain the Rākshasas , Drona ' s so
n

then began to afflict the son o
f

Hidimvā with his arrows . " * *

Filled once more with rage , the puissant son o
f

Drona , having
pierced with many shafts those mighty car -warriors , viz . , the

Pārthas including Vrikodara and the sons o
f

Prishata , slew
Suratha , one o

f the sons o
f Drupada . Then h
e

slew in that

battle Suratha ' s younger brother named Catrunjaya . * 79 - 60 And
then h

e

slew Valānika and Jayānika , and Jaya . And once
more , with a keen shaft , Drona ' s so

n , uttering a leonine roar , ' 85

slew Prishadhru , and then the proud Chandrasena . And then

h
e

slew with te
n

arrows the ten sons o
f Kuntibhoja . 18
8

Then ,

O king , Drona ' s so
n

despatched Crutāyush to the abode o
f

Yama . With three other keen shafts equipt with beautiful
wings and red eyes , 18 8 he despatched the mighty Catrunjaya to
the region o

f Cakra . * Then Açwatthāman , filled with rage ,
fixed o

n his bowstring a fierce and straight arrow . ' 84 Drawing
the string to his ear , he quickly shot that fierce and excellent
arrow resembling the rod of Death himself , aiming a

t

Ghatot

kacha . ' 89 That mighty shaft , equipt with beautiful wings ,

passing through the chest o
f

the Rākshasa , O lord o
f

Earth ,

entered the Earth , piercing through it . 18
6

Ghatotkacha there

upon fell down o
n the ca
r
. Beholding him fallen down a
n
d

believing him to be dead , the mighty car -warrior Dhrishta
dyumna took him away from the presence o

f Drona ' s son a
n
d

caused him to b
e placed upon another car . 18
7

Thus , o king ,

that car - force o
f

Yudhishthira turned away from the fight .

The heroic son o
f Drona then , having vanquished his foes ,

uttered a loud roar . And he was worshipped b
y

a
ll

men and

* Slight differences are observable between the Bengal and the Bom
bay texts as regards the last three verses . - T .
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a
ll thy sons , O sire ! * * * The Earth , strewn al
l

around with the
fallen budies o

f

dead Rākshasas pierced and mangled with

hundreds o
f

arrows , became fierce -looking and impassable as if

strewn with mountain summits . 18
9

Then Siddhas and Gandhar
vas and Piçãchas , and Nāgus ,and birds ,and Pitris ,and ravens ,

and large numbers of cannibals and ghosts ,and Apsarus ,and ce

lestials , al
l

combined in highly applauding the son o
f

Drona . ' ” 39
0

SECTION CLVII .

"Sanjaya said , — Beholding the sons o
f Drupada , as also

those o
f Kuntibhoja , and Rakshasas too in thousands , slain b
y

the son o
f

Drona , ' Yudhishthira , and Bhimasena , and Dhrishtar
dyumna the son o

f

Prishata , and Yuyudhāna , uniting together ,

se
t

their hearts firmly o
n battle . Then Somadatta , once more

filled with rage upon beholding Sātyaki in that battle , covered
the latter , O Bhārata , with a dense shower of arrows . Then
took place a battle , fierce and exceedingly wonderful to behold ,
between thy warriors and those of the fo

e , both parties being

solicitous o
f victory . * Fighting o
n behalf o
f Sātyaki , Bhima

pierced th
e

Kaurava hero with te
n

shafts . Somadatta , how
ever , in return , pierced that hero with a hundred arrows . "

Then Sātwata , filled with rage , pierced with ten keen shafts
endued with the force of the thunder , that o

ld warrior afflicted

with grief on account of the death o
f his son , and who was ,

besides , endued with every estimable virtue like Yayāti the

son o
f Nabusha . Having pierced him with great force , he

struck him once more with seven arrows . 6 - 7 Then , fighting

for the sake o
f Sātyaki , Bhimasena hurled a
t

the head o
f Soma

datta a new , hard , and terrible Parigha . Sātyaki also , filled
with rage , sped at Somadatta ' s chest , in that battle , an excel
lent shaft , keen and equipt with goodly wings and resembling
fire itself in splendour . ' The Parigha and the shaft , both
terrible , fell simultaneously upon the body of the heroic Soma
datta . That mighty car -warrior thereupon fell down . ' Be
holding h

is

son (Sumadatta ) thus fallen into a swoon , Vālhika

* This is a triplet . - T .
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rushed at Sãtyaki , scattering showers of arrows like a cloud in
season ." Then Bhima , fo

r Sătyaki ' s sake , afflicted the illus
trious Vālhika with nine shafts and pierced him therewith a

t

the van o
f battle . The mighty -armed son of Pratipa then

( viz . , Vālhika ) , filled with great wrath , hurled a dart a
t

the

chest o
f Bhima , like Purandara himself hurling the thunder . ' '

Struck therewith , Bhima trembled ( on his car ) and swooned
away . The mighty warrior then , recovering his senses , hurled

a mace a
t

his opponent . " Hurled b
y

the son o
f

Pāndu , that
mace snatched away the head o

f Vālhika , who thereupon fell

down lifeless o
n

the Earth like a tree struck down b
y light

ning . 15 Upon the slaughter o
f that bull among men , viz . , the

heroic Vālhika , ten of thy sons , each of whom was equal unto
Rāma the son o

f Daçaratha in prowess , began to afflict Bhima . ' '

They were Nāgadatta , and Dridaratha , and Viravāhu , and Ayo
bhuja , and Dridha , and Suhasta , and Virajas , and Pramatha ,

and Ugrayāyin . ' ? Beholding them , Bhimasena became filled
with rage . He then took u

p
a number o
f

arrows , each capable

o
f

bearing a great strain . Aiming at each of them one after
another ,he sped those arrows at them , striking each in h

is

vital part . 18 Pierced therewith , they fell down from their cars ,
deprived o

f energy and life , like tall trees from mountain cliffs ,
broken b

y
a tempest . " Having with those te
n

shafts slain

those ten sons o
f thine , Bhima shrouded the favourite so
n

o
f Karna with showers o
f

arrows . " Then the celebrated Vrika
ratha , brother of Karna , pierced Bhima with many arrows .

The mighty Pāndava , however , soon disposed o
f

him effec

tually . 31 Slaying next , О Bhārata , seven ca
r
-warriors among

thy brothers - in - law , with his shafts , the heroic Bhima pressed
Catachandra down into the Earth . * : Unable to bear the

slaughter o
f

the mighty ca
r
-warrior Catachandra , Cakuni ' s

brothers , viz . , the heroic Gavāksha and Carabha and Bibhu , "

and Subhaga and Bhānudatta , those five mighty car -warriors ,

rushing towards Bhimasena , attacked him with their keen
shafts . Thus attacked with those shafts like a mountain with
torrents o
f

rain , * 24 Bhima slew those five mighty kings with

--
--
--

* This is a triplet . - T .
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five shafts of his . Beholding those heroes slain ,many foremost
of kings began to waver."
“ Then Yudhishthira , filled with wrath , began to destroy
thy ranks , in the very sight , O) sinless one, of the Pot-burn
(Drona ) and of thy sons . Indeed , with his shafts, Yudhish
thira began to despatch to the regions of Yama the Ainvash

tas , the Mālavas , the brave Trigartas , and the Civis . Aud
cutting o

ff the Abhisāhas , the Curasenas , the V
ā
!hikas , and

the Vaçātis , he caused the Earth to b
e miry with flesh and

blood . 28 And h
e

also despatched within & trice , b
y

means o
f

miny shafts , to Yama ' s dəmzins , the Yaudheyas , the Mālavas ,

and large numbers , O king , of the Madrakas . ' Then a loud
uproar arose in the vicinity o

f Yudhishthira ' s ca
r , amid which

was heard , - Slay , Seize , Capture , Pierce , Cut into pieces ! 50 —

Beholding him thus slaying and routing thy troops , Drona ,

urged o
n b
y thy son , shrouded Yudhishthira with showers of

shafts . Drona , filled with great wrath , struck Yudhishthira
with the Viyuuyu weapjn . The son of Pāndu , however , baffled
that celestial weapon with a similar weapon o

f

h
is

own . Seeing
his weapon baffled , the son o

f Bharadwāja , filled with great

wrath and desirous o
f slaying the son o
f

Pāndu , sped a
t

Yudhishthira diverse celestial weapons such a
s

the Vāruna ,

the Yimya , the Āgneya , the Tīshtra and the Savitra . The
mighty -armed Pāndava , however , conversant with morality ,

fearlessly baffled a
ll

those weapons o
f the Pot -burn that were

hurled o
r

in course o
fbeing hurled a
t

him . Then the Pot -born ,

striving to accomplish his vow€7 - 35 and desirous a
ls ) , for thy

son ' s good , to slay the son of Dharma , invoked into existence ,

O Bhārata , the Aindra and the Prājāpatya weapons . 86 Then
that foremost one of Kuru ' s race (viz . , Yudhishthira ) , of the
gait o

f

the elephant or the lion , of broad chest and large and
red eyes , and endued with energy scarcely inferior , ( to that o

f

Drona ) , invoked into existence the Māhendru weapon . With

that h
ebMed the weapon o
f Drona . s ? Seeing a
ll

his weapons

balled , Drona , filled with wrath , and desirous o
f accomplishing

the destruction o
f

Yudhishthira , invoked into existence the

Brahma weapon . Enveloped a
s

w
e

thon were b
y
a thick

gloom , we could not observe what passed . All creatures also ,

6
4
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0 monarch , were filled with great fright." Beholding the
Brahma weapon uplifted , Kunti 's son Yudhishthira , O king ,
bafiled it with a Brahma weapon of h

is

own . Then a
ll

the

foremost warriors applauded those two bulls among men , vi
z
. ,

Drona and Yudhishthira , those great bowmen acquainted with
every mode o

f
warfare . * ' Abandoning Yudhishthira , Drona

then , with eyes red a
s copper in rage , began to consume the

division o
f Drupada with the Vāyavya weapon . Slaughtered

by Dröna , the Pānchālas fled away from fear , in the very sight

o
f

Bhim isena and o
f

the illustrious Pārtha . “ Then the

diadem -decked (Arjuna ) and Bhimasena , checking that flight

o
f

their troops , suddenly encountered that hostile force with
two large throngs o

f

cars . * * Vibhatsu attacking the right and
Vrikodara the left , Bharadwāja ' s son was encountered with two
mighty showers of shafts . Then the Kaikayas , the Srinjayas ,

and the Pānchālas o
f great energy followed the two brothers ,

0 king , accompanied b
y

the Matsyas and the Sātwatas . * *

Then the Bharata host , slaughtered b
y

the diadem - decked

(Arjuna ) and overcome with sleep and the darkness , began to

break . “ ? Drona , and thy son himself , endeavoured to rally

them . The combatants , however , o king , were incapable of
being then checked in their flight . ' " 48

SECTION CLVIII .

"Sunjaya said , — Beholding that vast host of the Pandaras
swelling with rage and regarding it to be incapable o

f being

resisted , thy so
n

Duryodhana , addressing Karna , said these
words : ' - 0 thou that art devoted to friends , that hour hath
now come in respect o

f thy friends (when thy help is most
seeded ) ! O Karna , save in battle all my warriors ! Our
combatants are now encompassed o

n a
ll

sides b
y

th
e

Panchālas ,

the Kaikeyas , the Matsyas , and the mighty ca
r
-warriors o
f

the Pandavas , al
l

filled with rage and resembling hissing

snakes ! Yonder , the Pandavas , solicitous of victory , are
roaring in joy ! The vast car -force of the Pānchālas is possess

e
d o
f

the prowess o
f

Cakra himself !

“ Karna replied , If Purandara himself were to come hither
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fo
r

saving Pārtha , quickly vanquishing even him , I would slay
that son o

f Pandu ! I tell thee truly ! Be cheered , O Bhārata !

I will slay the sons of Pandu and al
l

the assembled Pānchālas ?

I will give thee victory like Pāvaka ' s son giving victory unto
Vāsava ! I shall do what is agreeable to thee , in this battle
that has come ! Amongst a

ll

the Parthas , Phālguna is the

strongest . A
t

him I will hurl the fatal dart of Cakra ' s work
manship . Upɔn the death of that great bowman , his brothers ,

giver o
f honors , will either surrender themselves unto thee

o
r

once more retire into the forest ? When I am alive , O

Kauravya , never indulge in any grief ! I will vanquish in

battle a
ll

the Pāndavas united together , ' ' and a
ll

the Pānchā

las , the Kaikeyas , and the Vrishnis assembled together ! Mak

in
g

porcupines o
f

them b
y

means ofmy arrowy showers , Iwill
give thee the Earth ! " _ ' .

“ Sanjaya continued , — While Karna was uttering those
words , Krip2 , the mighty -armed son of Caradwat , smiling the
while , addressed the Sutu ' s son in these words : 12 — Thy speech

is fair , O Karna ! If words alone could lead to success , then with
thee , O son of Rādhā , as his protector , this bull among the
Kurus would b

e considered to have the amplest measure o
f pro

tection ! ' Thou bɔastest much , 0 Karna , in the presence o
f

the

Kuru chief , but thy prowess is seldom witnessed , nor , indeed ,

any result ( o
f thy boastful speeches ) ! " * Many a time have we

soon thee encounter the sons of Pāndu in battle . On every one

o
f

those occasions , O Sutu ' s son , thou hast been vanquished by
the Pandavas . ' While Dhritarăshtra ' s so

n

was being taken
away a

s
a captive ) b
y

the Gandharvas , all the troops fought

o
n that occasion except thy single self who was the first to fl
y

away ! " In Virāta ' s city also , al
l

the Kauravas , united tu

gether , including thyself and thy younger brother , were van
quished by Pārtha in battle ! ! ? Thou art not a match for even

o ' le of the sons of Pāndu , viz . , Phālguna , on the field of battle !

How then canst thon venture to vanquish all the sons of Pāndu
with Krishna a

t their head ? 18 Thon indulgest in too much brag ,

O Suta ' s so
n
! Engage thyself in battle without saying any

thing ! T , put forth prowess without indulging in brag is th
e

Aity o
f

procl moun . ! Evor roaring aloud , ( ) Suta ' gu
n
, like .
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the dry clouds of autumn , thou showest thyself , O Karna , to
be without substance ! The king, however , does not understand
it.30 Thou roarest , O so

n

o
f Rādhā , as long a
s thou seest not

the son o
f Prithā . These thy roars disappear when thou seest

Pārtha near ! " Indeed , thou roarest as long a
s thou art out o
f

the range of Phālguna ' s shafts . These roars of thine disappear
when thou art pierced with Pārtha ' s shafts . " " Kshatriyas evince
their eminence b

y

means of their arms ; Brāhmanas , b
y

means

o
f speech ; Arjuna evinces his b
y

means o
f

the bow ; but Karna ,

b
y

the castles h
e

builds in the a
ir . " Who is there that will resist

that Pärtha wh ) gratified Rudra himself ( in battle ) ? - - Thus riled

b
y

Caradwat ' s so
n , at Karna , that foremost of smiters , answered

Kripa in the following strain : -Heroes always roar like clouds

in the season o
f

rains , as and , like seed : put in the soil , qnickly
yield fruits . I do not se

e

any fault in heroes that take great

burdens o
n their shoulders indulging in boastful speeches o
n

the field o
f

battle ! When a person mentally resolves to bear

a burden , 26 - 27 destiny itself aids him in the execution . Wish
ing in my heart to bear a great burden , I always summon
sufficient resolution . If , slaying the sons of Pāndu with
Krishna and the Sātwatas in battle , I indulge in such roars ,
what is it to thee , O Brāhmana ? a : They that are heroes never
roar fruitlessly like autumnal clouds . Conscious of their own
might , the wise indulge in roars ! 5° In my heart I am deter
mined to vanquish in battle today Krishna and Pārtha united
together and fighting with resolution ! It is fo

r

this that I roar ,

( ) son o
f

Gtama ! ! Behold the fruit of these my roars , O

Brāhmana ! Slaying the sons o
f

Pāndu in battle , with a
ll

their followers and Krishna and the Sātwatas , I will bestow o
n

Duryodhana the whole Earth without a thorn in it ! s : —

“ Krip : said , - - -Little do I reck , 0 Suta ' s son , these delirious
sayings o

f

thine discovering thy thoughts , not deeds ! Thou
always speakest in depreciation o

f

the two Krishnas and king

Yudhishthira the just ! * * He , O Karna , is certain to have the

victory who hath o
n his side those two heroes skilled in battle !

Indeed , Krishna and Arjuna are incapable of being defeated b
y

the celestials , the Gundharı48 the Yukshas , human beings ,

the Vigne , und the birds , all clad in mail . Yudhishthira the
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son of Dharma is devoted to the Brāhmanas . He is truthful
in speech and self-restrained . He reverences the Pitris and
the deities . He is devoted to the practice of truth and righte
ousness . He is, again , skilled in weapons . Possessed of great
intelligence , he is also grateful.84-86 His brothers are a

ll en
dued with greatmight and well -practised in a

ll weapons . They

are devoted to the service o
f

their seniors . Possessed o
f wis

dom and fame , they are also .righteous in their practices . ?

Their kinsmen and relatives are all endued with the prowess o
f

Indra . Effectual sıniters , they a
re all exceedingly devoted to

the Pāndivas . Dhrishtadyumna , and Cikhandin , and Janame
jaya the son o

f

Durmuksha , 88 and Chandrasena , and Madra
sena , and Kirtivarman , and Dhruva , and Dhara , and Vasu
chandra , and Sutejana , ' ' the sons o

f Drupada , and Drupada

himself conversant with high and mighty weapons , and th
e

king o
f the Matsyas also with h
is younger brothers a
ll

reso

lutely struggling fo
r

their sake , 40 and Gajānika , and Crutānika ,

and Virabhadra , and Sudarçana , and Crutadhwaja , and Valā

laksha , and Jayāçwa , and Kámarasha , and the handsome
brothers o

f

Virāta , 43 and the twins (Nakula and Sahadeva ) ,

and the (five ) sons o
f Draupadi , and the Kākshasa Ghatot

kicha , are al
l

fighting fo
r

the Pāndavas . The sons of Pāndu ,

therefore , will not meet with destruction . These and many

other hosts ( o
f

heroes ) are fo
r

the son o
f Pārdu . Without

doubt , the entire universe with the celestials , the Asuras , and
humın beings , 44 with all the tribes of Yakshas and Rakshas ,

and with all the elephants and snakes and other creatures , can

b
e annihilated b
y

Bhima and Phālguna b
y

the prowess o
f

their
Weapons . 45 A

s regards Yudhishthira also , he can , with angry

thou venture to vanquish those foes in battle fo
r

whom Caurin

o
f

immeasurable might hath clad himself in mail ? This ,

O Seta ' s son , is a great folly o
n thy part , since thou always

venturest to contend wit : Caurin himself in battle ! 46 - 47 - -

" Sanjaya continued , — 'Thus addressed ( by Kripa ) , Karna
the son of Rādhã , O bull of Bharata ' s race , smiling the while ,

said these words unto the prcccptor Kripa the son o
f

Cara
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dwat :1: _ The words thou hast spoken about the Pandavas , O
Brāhmana , a

re all true ! These and many other virtues are

to b
e

seen in the sons o
f Pāndu . ' It is true also that the

Pārthas are incapable o
f being vanquished b
y

the very gods

with Våsava a
t

their head , and the Duityas , the Yakshas ,

and the Rākshasn8 . 50 For all that , I will vanquish the Pār
thas with the help of the dart given me b

y

Väsava ! Thou

knowest , O Brāhmana , that the dart given me by Cakra is in
capable o

f being baded . “ With that I will slay Savyasachin in

battle ! Upɔn Arjuna ' s fall , Krishna and the uterine brothers

o
f Arjuna " will never b
z able to enjoy the (sovereignty o
f

the )

Earth without Arjuna ( to aid them ) ! All of them , therefore ,

will perish . This Earth then , with her seas , 53 will remain
subject to the chief o

f

the Kurus , O Gautama , without costing
him any efforts ! In this world everything , without doubt ,

becomes attainable b
y

policy . 54 Knowing this , I indulge in

these rcars , ( ) Gautama ! A
s regards thyself , thou art o
ld , &

Brāhmana b
y

birth , and unskilled in battle 1
5
8

Thou bearest

mich affection fo
r

the Pāndavas ! It is fo
r

this thou insultest

me thus ! If , O Brāhmana , thou tellest me again such words

a
s

these , 55 I shall then , drawing out my scimitar , cut o
ff thy

tongue , O wretch ! Thou desirest , O Brāhmana , to applaud

the Pāndavas , 57 fo
r frightening a
ll

the troops and the Kaura
vas , O thou of wretched understanding ! As regards this also ,

O Gautama , listen to what I say ! 58 Duryodhana , and Drona ,

and Cakuni , and Durmukha , and Jaya , and Duscāsana , and
Vrishasena , and the ruler o

f

the Madras , and thyself too , 59

and Sumadatta , and Bhima , and Drona ' s son , and Vivingcati ,

all these herves skilled in battle , - are here , clad in mail : * *

What fu
e

is there , endued with even the prowess of Cakra , that
would vanquish these in battle ? All those I have named are
heroes , skilled in weapons , endued with great might , solicitous

o
f

admisssion into heaven , “ * conversant with morality , and
skilled in battle ! They would slay the very gods in fight !

These will take their places o
n the field for slaying the Pānda

. vas , " clad in mail on behalf of Duryodhana desirous of victory :

B
y falling on the field o
f battle . – T .
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I regard victory to be dependent on destiny , even in the case of
the foremost ofmighty men .' When the mighty.armed Bhish
mu himself lieth , pierced with a hundred arrows , as also Vikar
n2, and Jayadratha ,64 and Bhuriçravas , and Jaya, and Jala
sandha, and Sudakshina , and Cala , that foremost of car-warriors ,

and Bhagadatta of great energy , 65 I say , when these andmany

others, incapable of being easily vanquished by the very gods,

heroes all and mightier (than the Pāndavas ), lie on the field o
f

battle , slain by the Pāndavas , 66 what dost thou think , O wretch
among men , but that all this is the result o

f destiny ? As
regards them also , viz . , the foes o

f Duryodhana , whom thou

a
d rest , O Brāhmana , 67 brave warriors of theirs , in hundreds and

thouands ,have been slain ! The armies of both the Kurus and
the Pāndavas are diminishing in numbers . I do not , in this ,

behold the prowess of the Pāndavas ! With them , o lowest of

men , whom thou always regardest to be so mighty , " I shall
strive , to the utmost extent of my might , to contend in battle ,

• fo
r

Duryodhana ' s good ! As regards victory , that depends o
n

destiny ! ! _ ' "

SECTION CLIX .

" Sanjaya said , - Seeing his uncle thus addressed in harsh

and insulting words b
y

the Suta ' s son , Açwatthā man , uplifting
his scimitar , furiously rushed towards the latter . " Filled with
fury , Drona ' s so

n

rushed towards Karna , in the very sight o
f

the Kuru king , like a lion at an infuriate elephant . "

“ And Açwatthāman said , - 0 lowest of men , Kripa was
speaking o

f

the virtues truly possessed b
y Arjuna ! O
f

wicked
understanding a

s thou art , thou rebukest , however ,my brave
uncle from malice ! 8 Possessed with pride and insolence , thou
brazgest today o

f thy prowess , not regarding any of the world ' s

bowmen in battle ! * * Where was thy prowess and where thy

weapons when vanquishing thee in battle the wielder of Gandiva

* In the second line of 4 , ulsedha and not udvritta is the true read .

ing . S
o also Kanchit and not kinchit . The paraphrase , according to

Nilakantha , is kanchit dhanurdharam n
a ganayan , dr . , . - T .
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slew Jayadratha in thy very sight ?" Vainly , O wretch of a
Sutu , dost thou indulge in thy mind the hope of vanquishing
him who formerly contended in battle with Mahādeva himself !

The very gods with the Asuras united together and with Indra

at their head had failed to vanquish Arjuna, that foremost of all
wielders of weapons, having Krishna only for his ally ! How
then , O Suta , hopest thou , aided by these kings , to vanquish

that foremost heroes in the world , viz ., the unvanquished
Arjuna , in battle ? Behold , O Karna of wicked soul , (what I
do to thee) today ! O lowest of men , O thou of wretched under
standing , I will presently sever thy head from thy trunk !
“ Sanjaya continued , — Thus saying , Açwatthāman made a

furious rush at Karna . The king himself , of great energy , and
Krip2 , that foremost of men , held him fast. " Then Karlia
said , - Of wicked understanding , this wretch of a Brāhinana
thinks himself brave and boasts of his prowess in battle ! Set

him at liberty , O chief of the Kurus ! Let him come in contact
with mymight -
“ Açwatthāman said , - 0 son of a Suta , O thou of wicked

understanding , this (thy fault ) is pardoned by us ! Phālguna,

however , will quell this risen pride of thine !"8
“ Duryodhana said , - 0 Açwatthāman , quell thy wrath !
It behoveth thee , O giver of honors , to forgive ! Thou shouldst
not, O sinless one, be angry with the Suta 's son ! Upon thee
and Karna and Kripa and Drona and the ruler of the Madras
and Suvala 's son resteth a great burthen ! Drive away thy

wrath , O best of Brāhmanas 1
1
4

Yonder all the Pāndava troops

are approching from desire o
f fight with Rādhā ' s son ! Indeed ,

O Brāhmana , yonder they come , challenging u
s all ! " _ '

“ Sanjaya continued , — Thus pacified b
y

the king , the high
souled son o

f

Drona , O monarch , whose ir
e

had been excited ,

suppressed his wrath and forgave (Karna ) . " Then the precep

to
r Kripx o
f

noble heart , who is o
f
a quiet disposition , O

monarch , and whose mild temper , therefore , returned soon
unto h

im , said those words . " ?

" Kripa said , - 0 Suta ' s so
n

o
f

wicked heart , this (thy
fault ) is pardoned b

y

u
s
! Phålguna , however , will quell this

thy risen pride !
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" Sanjaya continued , – "Then the Pandavas , O king , and the
Panchă las celebrated fo

r

their prowess , uniting together , ap
proached in thousands , uttering loud shouts . ' ' Karna also , that
foremost o

f

ca
r
-warriors , endued with great energy , surrounded

b
y

many foremost ones among theKuru warriors and resembling

Cakra in themidst o
f

the celestials , waited , drawing his low
and relying o

n the might o
f his own arms . Then commenced

a battle between Karna and the Pāndaras , 20 - 21 O king , that
was exceedingly dreadful and characterised b

y

loud leonine

roars . Then Pandavas , O monarch , and the Pānchālas cole

brated fj
r

their prowess , a2 beholding the mighty -armed Karna ,

loudly shouted , saying , - There is Karna ! - Where is kurna

e
n this fierce buttle ! 93 _ 0 thou o
f

wicked understanding , O

lowest o
f

men , fightwith us ! - Others , beholding the son o
f

Rādhā , said , with eyes expanded in wrath , 34 _ Let this arro
gant wretch o

f

little understanding , this son o
f
a Suta , be

slain b
y

the allied kings ! He hath n
o

need to live ! 25 This

sinfulman is always very hostile to the Pārthas ! Obedient

to the counsels o
f Duryodhana , this one is the root of all these

evils ! * Slay him ! - Uttering such words , great Kshatriya
car -warriors , urged b

y

Pāndu ' s son , rushed towards him , cover
ing him with a dense shower o

f arrows , for slaying him . Be
holding a

ll

those mighty Pāndavas thus (advancing ) , 27 – 28 the
Sutu ' s son trembled not nor experienced any fear . Indeed ,

seeing that wonderful sea of troops resembling Death himself , ' '

that benefactor o
f thy sons , viz . , the mighty and light -handed

Karna , never vanquished in battle , o bull of Bharata ' s race ,

began , with clouds o
f

shafts , to resist that force o
n a
ll

sides .

The Pandavas also fought with the foe , shooting showers o
f

shafts . 50 - 21 Shaking their hundreds and thousands ofbows , they
fought with Rādhā ' s son like the Daityus o

f

o
ld fighting with

Cakra . 5 The mighty Karna , however , with a dense arrowy

shower o
f his own dispelled that downpour of arrows caused b
y

those lords of Earth o
n all sides . 83 The battle that took place

between them , and in which each party counteracted the feats

o
f

the other , resembled the encounter between Cakra and the
Dinavas in the great battle fought of yore between the gods

and the Asur ' 48 . 54 The lightness o
f arms that we then beheld

65
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of the Suta 's son was wonderful in the extreme , inasmuch as
all his foes , fighting resolutely , could not strike him in that

battle .85 Checking the clouds of arrows shot by the (hostile )
kings , that mighty car -warrior , viz., Rādhā 's son , sped terrible
arrows marked with his own name at the yokes , the shafts, the
umbrellas , the cars , and the steeds (of h

is

foes ) . Then those
kings , afflicted b

y
Karna and losing their coolness , 86 - 87 began

to wander o
n the field like a herd o
f kine afflicted with cold .

Struck by Karna , large numbers of steeds ånd elephants and
car -warriors were seen there to drop down , deprived o

f life .

The whole field , O king , became strewn with the fallen heads
and arms o

f unreturning heroes . With the dead , the dying ,and
the wailing warriors , the field o

f

battle , O monarch , assumed
the aspect o

f

Yama ' s domains . Then Duryodhana , o king ,

witnessing the prowess o
f karna , 98 - 41 repaired to Açwatthaman

and addressing him , said , - Behold , Karna , clad in mail , is

engaged with a
ll the (hostile ) kings ! * Behold , the hostile

army , amicted with the arrows of Karna , is being routed , like
the Asura army overwhelmed with the energy o

f Kārtikeya : * *

Seeing his army vanquished in battle b
y

the intelligent Karna ,
yonder cometh Vibhatsu from desire o

f slaying the Suta ' s
son ! " Let such steps , therefore , be taken a

s may prevent

the so
n

o
f

Pāndu from slaying that mighty car -warrior , viz . ,

the Suta ' s so
n , in the very sight of us all ! * — (Thus addressed ) ,

Drona ' s son , and Kripa , and Calya , and that great car -warrior ,

viz . , the son of Hridikā , beholding the son o
f Kunti coming

( towards them ) like Cakra himself towards the Daitya host , al
l

advanced against Pārtha fo
r rescuing the Sutu ' s son . Mean

while , Vibhatsu , O monarch , surrounded b
y

the Pānchālas ,

advanced against Karna , like Purandara proceeding against the
Asura Vritra . ' * 46 - 47 .

“Dhritarăshtra said , — Beholding Phālguna excited with
fury and looking like the Destroyer himself as he appears a

t

the end o
f

the Yuga , what , 0 Suta , di
d

Vikartana ' s son
Karna do next ? 48 Indeed , the mighty car -warrior Karna the
son o

f

Vikartana had always challenged Pärtha . Indeed , he

• 4
7 is a triplet . - - T .
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hal always said that he was competent to vanquish the terrible
Vibhatsu . What then , O Suta , did that warrior do when he
thus suddenly met his ever deadly foe ?'* 48-60
“ Sanjaya continued , — Beholding the son of Pandu rushing

towards him like an elephant towards a rival elephant ; Karna
fearlessly proceeded against Dhananjaya . Pārtha, however ,

soon covered Karna, who was thus advancing with great im
petuosity , with showers of straight shafts equipt with wings
of gold . Karna also covered Vijaya with his shafts.5 The
son of Pāndu then once more shrouded Karna with clouds of

arrows. Then Karna, filled with rage, pierced Arjuna' with
three shafts ." . The mighty car -warrior Arjuna , beholding
Karna 's lightness of hand , could not brook it. That scorcher
of fues sped at the Suta 's so

n thirty straight shafts whetted o
n

stone and equipt with blazing points . Endued with great
might and energy , he also pierced him , in rage , with another
long arrow o

n the wrist o
f his left arm , smiling the while .

Karna ' s bow then dropped from that arm o
f his which had

thus been pierced with great force . 51 - 86 The mighty Karna ,
taking u

p

that bow within the twinkling o
f
a
n eye , once

more covered Phālguna with clouds o
f shafts , displaying great

lightness o
f

hands . 67 Dhananjaya then , O Bhārata , smiling

the while , baffled with his own shafts that arrowy shower shot

b
y

the Sutu ' s son . “ Approaching each other , those two great
bowmen , desirous of counteracting each other ' s feats , continued

to cover each other with showers o
f shafts . 69 The battle that

took place between them , viz . , Karna and the so
n

o
f

Pāndu , .

became exceedingly wonderful like that between two wild

elephants for the sake a she -elephant in her season . co Then

the mighty bowman Pārtha , beholding Karna ' s prowess , quick

ly cut of
f

the latter ' s bow a
t

the handle . And h
e

also des -

patched the four steeds o
f the Sutu ' s son to Yama ' s abode

with a number o
f

broad -headed shafts . And that scorcher of

.

Then the son o
f

Pāndu and Prithā pierced the . bowless , the

* The Bengal reading sudakshinas a
t

the end o
f

4
9

does not seem ·

to b
e correct . I adopt the Bombay reading sudărunam . - - T .
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steedless , and the driverless Karna with four shafts. That

bull among men then , viz ., Karna , amicted with those shafts ,
speedily jumping down from that steedless car, mounted upon

that of Krip1.6* Beholding the son of Rādhā vanquished ,
thy warriors , O bull of Bharata 's race , fled away in all direc
tions." Seeing them fl

y away , king Duryodhana himself
checked them and said these words - _ Y

e

heroes , do not fl
y

away ! Y
e

bulls among Kshatriyas , stay in battle ! I myself
will now aivance for slaying Pārtha in battle ! 67 I myself

will slay Pārtha with the assembled Pānchālas ! While I shall
fight with the wielder o

f Gandiva today , ' s the Pārthas shall
behold my prowess to resemble that of the Destroyer himself

a
t

the end o
f

the Pug ! Today the Pārthas shall behold my

shafts shot in thousands to resemble flights o
f

locusts ! The

combatants shall behold me today shooting , bow in hand , dense
showers of shafts like torrents o

f

rain poured b
y

the clouds at

the end o
f

the summer season ! I shall today vanquish Pārtha
with my straight shafts ! 69 - 71 Stay , y

e

heroes , in battle , and
abandın your fear o

f Phālguna ! Encountering my prowess ,

Phālguna shall never be able to bear itaa like the ocean , the
abude o

f

mukaras , unable to overcome it
s

continents – Thus
saying , the king proceeded in rage , his eyes red in wrath , sur
rounded b

y
a large host , towards Phālguna . Beholding th
e

mighty -armed Duryodhana thus proceeding , Caradwat ' s son , 12 - 74

approaching Acwatthāinan , said these words : - Yonder the
mighty -armed Duryodhana , deprived of bis senses b

y

wrath , "

desireth to fight with Phālguna , like a
n insect desiring to rush

into the blazing fire ! Before this foremost o
f kings layeth

down his life , in our very sight , in this battle with Pārtha ,

prevent him (from rushing into the encounter ) ! The brave
Kuru king can remain alive in battle a

s long only a
s

h
e doth

not place himself within the range o
f

Pārtha ' s shafts ! Let the
king b

e prevented before he is consumed into ashes b
y

the

terrible shafts o
f

Pārtha that resemble snakes just freed from

their sloughs ! When we are here , ( ) giver of honors , it seems

to b
e highly improper that the king should himself g
o

to

battle fo
r

fight , as if he had none to fight for him ! The lif
e

o
f

this descondant o
f Kuru will be in great danger if he eil
e
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g1939 in battle with the diadem -decked (Arjuna ) like that of

· an elephant contending with a tiger !— Thus addressed by his
maternal uncle , Drona 's son , that foremost of al

l

wielders o
f

weapons , 76 - 61 quickly repaired unto Duryodhana and addressing

him , said these words : - When I am alive , O son of Gāndhāri ,

it behoveth thee not to engage in battle , sº disregarding me , O

descendant o
f

Kuru , me that a
m ever desirous o
f thy good !

Thou needst not be a
t
a
ll

anxious about vanquishing Pārtha !

I will check Pārtha ! Stand here , O Suyodhana ! ! :

“ Duryodhana said , — The preceptor (Drona ) always protect
eth the sons of Pāndu a

s
if they are his own sons ! Thou also

always never interferest with those my foes : 84 O
r , it may b
e

due to mymisfortune , that thy prowess never becometh fierce

in battle ! This may b
e

due also to thy affection for Yudhish

thira o
r Draupadi ! Imyself a
m ignorant o
f

the true reason 1
8
6

Fie o
n my covetous self for whose sake al
l

friends , desirous of

making me happy , are themselves vanquished and plunged into
grief 1

8
6

Except thee , O son of Gotama ' s daughter , what fore
most o

f

a
ll

wielders o
f weapons is there , what warrior , indeed ,

equal to Mabādeva himself in battle , that would not , though
competent , destroy the foe ? 87 O Açwatthāman , be pleased
with me and destroy my enemies ! Niether the gods nor the
Dānavas are capable of staying within th

e

range o
f thy wea

pons ! 88 O son o
f

Drona , slay the Pānchālas and the Somakas
with a

ll

their followers ! As regards the rest , we will slay
them , protected b

y

thee 1
8
9

Yonder , O Brāhmana , the Soma
kas and the Pānchālas possessed o

f great fame , are careering

amid my troops like a forest -conflagration ! 90 O mighty -armed
one , check them a

s

also the Kaikayas , O best of men , else ,

prutected b
y

the diadem -decked (Arjuna ) , they will annihilate

u
s

a
ll
! " O Acwatthāman , O chastiser of foes , go thither with

speed ! Whether thou accomplishest it now cr afterwards ,

that feat , o sire , should b
e accomplished b
y

thee ! ! : Thou
hast been born , O mighty -armed one , for the destruction o

f

the Pānchālas ! Putting forth thy prowess , thou shalt make
the world destitute o

f

Pānchālas ! º8 Even thus the reverend

ones crowned with (ascetic ) success ,have said ! It will be as they
have said ! Tberefore , O tiger among men , slay the Panchālas
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with all their followers !" The very gods with Väsava at their
head are incapable of staying within the range of thy weapons , .
what need be said then of the Pārthas and the Pānchālas ?

These words of mine are true 19 I tell thee truly , O hero ,
that the Pandavas united with the Somakas are no match for
thee in battle !" Go, go , O mighty -armed one ! Let there
be no delay ! Behold , our army, afflicted with Pārtha's shafts ,
is breaking and flying away !" Thou art competent, О mighty
. armed one, aided by thy own celestial energy , to afflict , O
giver of honors , the Pāndavas and the Pānchālas !" _ " "

SECTION CLX .

" Sanjaya said ,— Thus addressed by Duryodhana , Drona 's
son , that warrior difficult of defeat in battle , set his heart
upon destroying the fu

e

like Indra bent upon destroying the
Daityas ! The mighty -armed 'Açwatthāman answered thy
son , saying , — It is even so a

s

thou sayest , O descendant of

Kuru ! ' The Pāndavas a
re always dear to both myself and

my father ! So also are we both dear unto them ! Not so ,

however , in battle . We will , according to the measure o
f
our

might , fearlessly contend in battle , reckless o
f our lives ! My .

self , Karna , Calya , Kripa , and Hridikā ' s son , could , O best

o
f kings , destroy the Pāndava host within the twinkling of an

eye ! The Pāndavas also , O best of the Kurus , could , within
the twinkling o

f

a
n nye , destroy the Kaurava host , if , O

mighty -armed one , we were not present in battle ! We are
fighting with the Pandavas to the best of ourmight , and they
also are fighting with u

s
to the best o
f theirs . sa
s

Energy , en
countering energy , is being neutralised , O Bhārata ! The
Pāndava army is incapable o

f being vanquished ' as long a
s

the sons o
f

Pāndu are alive ! This that I tell thee is true !

The sons o
f

Pāndu are endued with great might . They are ,

again , fighting fo
r

their own sake . Why should not they , o

Bhārata , be able to slay thy troops ! Thou , however , O king ,

art exceedingly covetous ! Thou , O Kaurava , art deceitful ! '

Thou art vain -glorious and suspicous o
f everything ! For this ,

thou suspectest even u
s
! I think , o king , thou a
rt

wicked ,



BADIA PART .. ] 519DRONA PARVA

of sinful soul, and an embodiment of sin ! • Mean and o
f

sinful thoughts , it is fo
r

this that thou doubtest u
s

and others ! .

A
s regards myself , fighting with resolution fo
r thy sake , I

a
m prepared to lay down my life ! ! I will presently g
o

to

battle fo
r

thy sake , O chief of the Kurus ! I will fight with
the foe and slay a large number o

f

the enemy ! 18 I will fight
with the Pānchālas , the Somakas , the Kaikayas , and the Pān
davas also , in battle , fo

r doing what is agreeable to thee , O

chastiser o
f

foes ! " & Scorched with my arrows today , the
Chedis , the Pānchālas , and the Somakas , will fl

y away o
n all

sides like a herd o
f kine afflicted b
y
a lion ! " Today , the

royal son o
f

Dharma , with all the Somakas , beholding my
prowess , will regard the whole world to b

e
filled with Açwat

thāmans ! " Dharma ' s son Yudhishthira will become exceed
ingly cheerless , beholding the Pānchālas and the Somakas .

slain ( b
y

me ) in battle ! " I will , O Bhārata , slay a
ll

those

that will approach me in battle ! Afflicted with the might o
f

my arms , none o
f them , o hero , will escape me today with

life ! ' ? — Having said so unto thy son Duryodhana , themighty

armed (Açwatthāman ) proceeded to battle , and afflicted all bow

men . ' s That foremost of all living beings thus sought to

achieve what was agreeable to thy sons . The son o
f Gotama ' s

daughter then , addressing the Pānchālas and the Kaikayas ,

said unto them , ' ' — Yemighty car -warriors , strike y
e

a
ll

a
t my

body ! Displaying your lightness in the use o
f arms , fight y
e

with me coolly ! * ° — Thus addressed b
y

him , all those com
batants , O king , poured showers of weapons upon Drona ' s son
like clouds pouring torrents o

f

rain . Bafiling that shower ,

Drona ' s so
n , in that battle , slew ten brave warriors amongst

them , in the very sight , O lord , of Dhrish tadyumna and the
sons o

f

Pāndu ? * * The Pānchāla , and the Somakas then , thus
slaughtered in battle , abandoned the son o

f

Drona and fi
le
d

away in a
ll

directions . " Beholding those brave warriors , viz . ,

the Pānchālas and the Somakas , flying away , Dhrishtadyumna ,

O king , rushed against Drona ' s so
n

in that battle . Surround

e
d then b
y
a hundred brave and unreturning ca
r
-warriors

mounted upon cars decked with gold and the rattle o
f

whose

wheels resembled the roar of rain -charged clouds , " the mighty
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.

ca
r
-warrior Dhrish tadyumna , the son o
f th
e

Panchālu king ,

beholding his warriors slain , addressed Drona ' s son and said
these words , 24 _ O foolish son of the preceptor , what is the use

o
f slaying vulgar combatants ! If thou beest & hero , fight

then with me in battle ! " ? I will slay thee ! Wait fo
r
a moment

without flying away ! - Saying this , Dhrishtadyumna o
f great

prowess struck the preceptor ' s son with many keen and terrible
arrows capable o

f piercing the very vitals . Those swiftly
coursing shafts , equipt with golden wings and keen points ,

and capable o
f piercing the body o
f every foe , proceeding in a

continuous line , penetrated into Açwatthaman ' s body , like
freely -roaming bees in search o

f honey entering a flowering

tree . 98 - 30 Deeply pierced and swelling with rage , like a trodden
snake , the proud and fearless son o

f

Drona , arrow in hand ,

addressed his foe , saying , ' ' – 0 Dhrishtadyumna , wait for a

mrment , without leaving my presence ! Soon shall I des
patch thee to Yama ' s abode with my keen shafts ! $ * — Having
said these words , that slayer of hostile heroes , viz . , the son

o
f Drona , displaying great lightness o
f hands , covered the so
n

o
f

Prishata from every side with clouds o
f arrows . Thus

covered in that encounter (with arrows ) b
y

Drona ' s son , the
Pānchāla prince , difficult of defeat in battle , roared a

t

Drona ' s

son , saying , 84 – Thou knowest not ofmy origin , O Brāhmana ,

o
r

o
f my vow ! O thou o
f

wicked understanding , having first
slain Drona himself , I shall slay thee : 55 I will not , there
fure , slay thee today when Drona himself is still alive ! 0

thou o
f wicked understanding , after this night passeth away

and bringeth in the fair dawn , se I shall first slay thy
sire in battle and then despatch thee also to the region o

f

spirits ! Even this is the wish entertained b
y

me 1
8
7

Stand
ing before me , display , therefore , till then , the hatred thou
bearest towards the Pārthas , and th

e

devotion thou cherishest

fo
r

the Kurus ! Thou shalt not escape me with lif
e
! 58 That

Brāhmana who , abandoning the practices of a Brāhmana , devot

e
th himself to the practices of a Kshatriya , becomes slayable b
y

all Kshatriyas even a
s

thou , O lowest ofmen ! " ! — Thus address

e
d b
y

Prishata ' s son in language so harsh and insulting , that
best o
f

Brāhmanas , (viz . , Açwatthāman , ) mustered al
l

h
is rage
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and answered , saying, - Wait , wait !40 — And he gazed at Pri
shata 's son , apparently burning him with h

is eyes . Sighing

( in rage ) 'ike a snake , the preceptor ' s son then covered Dhrish
tadyumna in that battle (with a shower o

f arrows ) . The
mighty -armed son o

f

Prishata , however , that best of car -war
riors , surrounded by all the Pānchāla troops , though thus

struck with arrows in that encounter b
y

Drona ' s so
n , did not

tremble , relying a
s

h
e

did o
n his own energy . In return h
e

sped many arrows a
t

Açwatthāman . 42 - 43 Both engaged in a

gambling match in which the stake was life itself , those heroes ,

unable to brook each other , resisted each other and checked
each other ' s arrowy showers . 44 And those great bowmen shot
dense showers o

f

shafts all around . Beholding that fierce
battle , inspiring terror , between Drona ' s and Prishata ' s son ,

Siddhas and Chāranas and other sk
y
-ranging beings applaud

e
d

them highly . Filling the welkin and al
l

the points o
f the

compass with clouds of shafts , 45 - 46 and creating a thick gloom
therewith , those two warriors continued to fight with each

other , unseen ( by any o
f

u
s ) . As if dancing in that battle ,

with their bows drawn to circles , 47 resolutely aspiring to slay

each other , those mighty -armed warriors , inspiring fear in

every heart , fought beautifully and with remarkable activity
and skill . 48 Applauded b

y

thousands of foremost warriors in

that battle , and thus resolutely engaged in fight like two wild
elephants in the forest , both the armies , beholding them , be
came filled with delight . And leonine shouts were heard there ,

and all the combatants blew their conchs . 45 - 50 And hundreds
and thousands o

f

musical instruments began to be sounded .

That fierce fight , enhancing the terrors of the timid , si seemed
for a short time only to be waged equally . Then Drona ' s son ,

O king , making a rush , cut o
ff the bow , and standard , and

umbrella , and the two Pārshni drivers , and the principal
driver , and the four steeds , of the high -souled son o

f Pri
shata . 52 - 68 And that warrior of immeasurable soul then caused
the Pānchālas in hundreds and thousands , b

y

means o
f

his

straight shafts , to fly away . 54 Beholding those feats of Drona ' s

so
n , resembling those of Vāsava himself in battle , the Pāndava

host , O bull of Bharata ' s race , began to tremble in fear . 65

6
6
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Slaying a hundred Pānchālas with a hundred arrows , and three
foremost of men with three keen arrows , in the very sight of
Drupada 's so

n

and o
f Phālguna , that mighty car -warrior , viz . ,

the son o
f

Drona , slew a very large number o
f

Panchālas

that stayed before h
im . 56 - 67 The Pānchālas then , as also the

Srinjayas , thus slaughtered in battle , fled away , leaving Dro

n
a ' s son , with their banners torn . Then that mighty car

warrior , viz . , the son of Drona , having vanquished h
is foes

in battle , uttered a loud roar like that of a mass of clouds a
t

the end o
f

summer . 69 Having slain a large number o
f

foes ,

Açwatthāman looked resplendent like the blazing fire a
t

the

end o
f the Yuga , after having consumed a
ll

creatures . Ap
plauded b

y

a
ll

the Kauravas after having defeated thousands

o
f

foes in battle , the valiant son of Drona blazed forth in

beauty like the chief o
f

the celestials himself after vanquish
ing h

is

foes . ' ” 1

SECTION CLXI .

* Sanjaya said , — Then king Yudhishthira , and Bhimasena

sides . ' Seeing this , king Duryodhana , aided b
y Bharadwāja ' s

so
n , rushed against the Pandavas in that encounter . Then

commenced a battle that was fierce and terrific , enhancing the

fears o
f

the timid . Yudhishthira in wrath began to despatch

vast numbers o
f

the Amvashtas , the Mālavas , the Vangas , the
Civis , and the Trigartas , to the domains o

f the dead . Bhima
also , mangling the Abhisāhas , the Curasenas , and other Kshat
riyas difficult o

f

defeat in battle , made the Earth miry with
blood . The diadem -decked (Arjuna ) of white steeds despatch

e
d , O king , the Yaudheyas , the mountaineers , the Madrakas ,

and the Mālavas also , to the regions of the dead . Forcibly

struck with swiftly - coursing shafts , 8 - elephants began to fall
down o

n the Eurth like double -crested hills . Strewn with

the lopped -off trunks of elephants that stillmoved in convul
sions , the Earth looked beautiful as if covered with moving

decked with guld , the field o
f

battic looked resplendente like
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ear

the firmament at the end of the Yuga bespangled with suns,
moons , and stars. About this time a fierce uproar arose near
Drona 's car , in themidst of which could be heard the words ,
Slay, Strike fearlessly , Pierce, Cut into pierces ! - Drona , how
ever, filled with rage , began to destroy bymeans of the Vaya
vya weapon the foes about him , like a mighty tempest destroy
ing gathering masses of clouds. Thus slaughtered by Drona ,

the Pānchālas fled away, from fear,9-si in the very sight of
Bhimasena and the high -souled Pārtha. Then the diadem
decked (Arjuna ) and Bhimasena soon checked the flight of

their troops and accompanied by a large ca
r
-force attacked the

vast force o
f Drona . Vibhatsu attacking the right and Vriko

dara the le
ft , ' s they both poured o
n Bharadwāja ' s son two

dense showers o
f arrows . The mighty car -warriors among

th
e

Srinjayas and the Panchālas , with the Matsyas and the
Somakas , o king , followed the two brothers thus engaged

( in that encounter with Drona ) . Similarly , many foremost of

ca
r
-warriors , skilled in smiting , belonging to thy son , 14 - 16

accompanied b
y
a large force , proceeded towards Drona ' s car

( fo
r supporting the latter ) . Then the Bharata host , slaughter

e
d b
y

the diadem -decked (Arjuna ) " and overcome with sleep

and afflicted b
y

that darkness , began to break . Thy so
n

him
self , and Drona , both endeavoured to rally them . " The troops ,

however , O king , could not be checked in their flight . Indeed ,

that vast host , slaughtered with the shafts of Pāndu ' s son , ' s

began to fl
y away in all directions in that hour when the world

was enveloped with gloom . Many kings , abandoning the ani
mals and vehicles they rode , fled away o

n all sides , O monarch ,

overwhelmed with fear . ' " 19

SECTION CLXII .

" Sanjaya said , — "Beholding Somadatta shaking his large
bow , Sātyaki , addressing his driver , said , - Bear me towards
Somadatta ! ' I tell thee truly , O Suta , that I shall not re

turn from battle today without having slain that fo
e , viz . ,

that worst o
f

the Kurus , the so
n

o
f Vālhika ! _ Thus address

e
d , the charioteer then urged to battle those fleet steeds o
f .
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the Sindhu breed , white as conchs, and capable of bearing
every weapon . Those steeds endued with the speed of th

e

wind o
r themind , bore Yuyudhāna to battle like the steeds o
f

Indra , O king , bearing the latter in days o
f

yore when h
e

proceeded to slaughter the Dänavas . Beholding the Sã
twata hero thus advancing quickly to battle , Somadatta , O

king , fearlessly turned towards him . Scattering showers o
f

shafts like the clouds pouring torrents o
f

rain , he covered the

the grandson o
f

Cini like the clouds covering the Sun . Sā

tyaki also , O bull of Bharata ' s race , in that encounter , fear
lessly covered that bull amongst the Kurus with showers of

shafts . ? Then Somadatta pierced that hero o
f Madhu ' s race

with sixty shafts in the chest . Sātyaki , in return , O king ,

pierced Somadatta with many whetted arrows . Mangled b
y

each other with each other ' s shafts , those two warriors looked
resplendent like a couple o

f flowering Kinçukas in the season

o
f spring . Dyed all over with blood , those illustrious war

riors o
f

the Kuru and the Vrishni races looked a
t

each other

a
s if burning each other with their glances . Riding o
n their

cars that coursed in circles , those grinders of foes , of terrible
countenances , resembled two clonds pouring torrents o

f

ra
in . ' '

Their bodies mangled and pierced all over with arrows , they

looked , O king , like two porcupines . " Pierced with countless
shafts equipt with wings o

f

gold , the two warriors looked re
s

plendent , O monarch , like a couple of tall trees covered with
fire -flies . ' Their bodies looking bright with the blazing arrows
sticking to them , those two ,mighty car -warriors looked in

that battle like two angry elephants decked with burning

torches . 14 Then , O monarch , the mighty car -warrior Soma
datta , in that battle , cut o

ff with a crescent -shaped arrow the
large bow o

f Mādhava . ' With great speed also , at a time
when speed was o

f

the utmost consequence , the Kuru hero
then pierced Sātyaki with five and twenty shafts , and once
again with te

n . Then Sātyaki , taking u
p
a tougher bow ,

quickly pierced Somadatta with five shafts . " ? With another
broad -headed arrow , Sātyaki also , o king , smiling the while ,

cut of
f

the golden standard o
f

Vālhika ' s son . ' Somadatta ,

however , beholding his standard cut down , fearlessly pierced
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the grandson of Cini with five and twenty arrows .29 Sātwata
also, excited with rage, cut o

ff with a razor -faced arrow th
e

bow o
f

Somadatta , in that encounter . And h
e

also pierced

Somadatta , who then resembled a snake without fangs , with a

hundred straight arrows equipt with wings o
f

gold . The
mighty ca

r
-warrior Somadatta then , who was endued with

great strength , taking u
p

another bow , began to cover Sātyaki

(with showers of shafts ) . " Sātyaki too , inflamed with rage ,

pierced Somadatta with many shafts . Somadatta , in return ,

a Micted Sātyaki with his arrowy showers . Then Bhima ,

coming to the encounter , and fighting o
n

behalf of Sātyaki ,

struck Vālhika ' s son with te
n

shafts . Somadatta , however ,

fearlessly struck Bhimasena with many whetted arrows . 24 Then
Sātyaki , inflamed with rage , aiming a

t Somadatta ' s chest ,

sped a new and terrible Parigha equipt with a golden staff

and hard a
s the thunder . The Kuru warrior , however , smil

ing the while , cut of
f

that terrible Parigha advancing with
speed against him , into two parts . " That formidable Parigha

o
f iron then , thus cut o
ff into two fragments , fell down like the

massy crest o
f
a mountain riven b
y

thunder . $ ? Then Sātyaki ,

O king , with a broad -headed arrow , cut of
f

in that encounter

Somadatta ' s bow , and then with five arrows the leathern
fence that cased his fingers . 28 Then , O Bhārata , with four
other shafts h

e speedily despatched the four excellent steeds

o
f

the Kuru warrior to Yama ' s presence . And then that
tiger among car -warriors , with another straight shaft , smiling

the while , cut o
ff

from his trunk the head o
f

Somadatta ' s

driver . ' Then h
e

sped a
t

Somadatta himself a terrible shaft ,

o
f fiery effulgence , whetted o
n stone , steeped in oil , and equipt

with wings of gold . 8 : That excellent and fierce shaft , sped b
y

the mighty grandson o
f Cini , quickly fell like a hawk , O

lord , upon the chest of Somadatta . Deeply pierced by the
mighty Sātwata , the great car -warrior Somadatta , O monarch ,

fell down ( from his car ) and expired . 83 Beholding th
e

great

car -warrior Somadatta slain there , thy warriors with a large

throng o
f

cars rushed against Yuyudhāna . s + Meanwhile , the
Pāndavas also , O king , with all the Prabhadrakas and accom
panied b

y
a large force , rushed against Drona ' s army . Then
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Yudhishthira , excited with wrath , began with his shafts to
strike and rout the troops of Bharadwāja 's so

n

in th
e

very

sight o
f

the latter . Beholding Yudhishthira thus agitating

his troops , Drona , with eyes re
d

in wrath , furiously rushed
against him . 87 The preceptor then pierced the son o

f Prithā

with seven keen arrows. Yudhishthira , in return , excited with

wrath , pierced the preceptor with five arrows . 88 Deeply pierc

e
d b
y

the so
n

o
f

Pāndu , the mighty bowman (Drona ) , licking
the corners of his mouth for a moment , cut of

f

both the stand

ard and the bow o
f Yudhishthira . " With great speed a
t
a

timewhen speed was of the utmost consequence , that best of

kings whose bow had been cut off , took u
p

another bow that

was sufficiently tough and hard . The so
n

o
f Pāndu then

pierced Drona with his steeds , driver , standard , and ca
r ,with

a thousand arrows . All this seemed exceedingly wonderful . " ?

Afflicted with the strokes o
f

those arrows and feeling great

pain , Drona , that bull among Brāhmanas , sat down fo
r
a

while o
n the terrace o
f h
is

car . “ Recovering h
is

senses , sigh
ing like a snake , and filled with great rage , the preceptor in

voked into existence the Vayavya weapon . " The valiant so
n

o
f

Prithā , bow in hand , fearlessly baffled that weapon with

a similar weapon o
f

his in that encounter . 44 And the son o
f

Pāndu also cut into two fragments the large bow o
f

the Brāh

mana . Then Drona , that grinder o
f Kshatriyas , took u
p

another bow . 4s That bull of Kuru ' s race , (viz . , Yudhishthira ) ,

cut of
f

that bow also , with many keen shafts . Then Vāsudeva ,

addressing Yudhishthira the son o
f Kunti , said , 46 — Listen , O

mighty -armed Yudhishthira , to what I say ! Cease , O best of

the Bhāratas , to fight with Drona ! * 7 Drona always striveth to

seize thee in battle . I do not think it fit that thou shouldst fight
with h

im . 48 Hewho hath been created fo
r

Drona ' s destruc
tion will , without doubt , slay him . Leaving the preceptor , go

where king Suyodhana is ! 49 Kings should fight with kings ,

they should not desire to fight with such a
s

are not kings .

Surrounded , therefore , b
y

elephants and steeds and cars , ro

pair thou thither , O son o
f Kunti , sº where Dhananjaya with

myself , aided b
y
a small force , and Bhima also , that tiger

amung men , are fighting with the Kurus ! 5 ' — Hearing these
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words of Vāsudeva , king Yudhishthira the just, reflecting for
a moment , proceeded to that part of the field where that slayer

of foes , viz ., Bhima, engaged in fierce battle , was slaughtering

thy troops like the Destroyer himself with wide open mouth .52-68
Making the Earth resound with the loud rattle of h

is

car ,which
resembled the roar o

f
the clouds a

t

the end o
f summer , king

Yudhishthira the just , 54 the eldest ) son of Pāndu , took u
p

the

flank o
f

Bhima engaged in the slaughter o
f

the fo
e . Drona also ,

o
n that night , began to consume his foes , the Pānchālas . ' " '

SECTION CLXIII .

" Sanjaya said , During the progress of that fierce and
terrible battle , when the world was enveloped with darkness and
dust , О king , the combatants , as they stood o

n the field , could
not se

e

one another . Those foremost of Kshatriyas fought with
each other , guided by conjecture and the personal and other
names (they uttered ) . And during the progress , O iord , of that
terrible carnage of car -warriors and elephants and steeds and

foot - soldiers , * those heroes , vi
z
. , Drona and Karna and Kripa ,

and Bhima and Prishata ' s son and Sātwata , 2 - 3 afflicted one
another and the troops o

f either party , O bull of Bharata ' s race !

The combatants o
f both armies , slaughtered a
ll

around b
y

those

foremost o
f

car -warriors , * during that hour of darkness , fled
away o

n all sides . Indeed , the warriors , broke and Aled away in

all directions , with hearts perfectly cheerless . And as they fled
away in a

ll

directions they underwent a great carnage . Thou
sands o

f foremost car -warriors also , o king , slaughtered one
another in that battle . Unable to see anything in the dark ,

the combatants became deprived o
f

their senses . All this was
the result of the evil counsels o

f thy son . Indeed , at that hour
when the world was enveloped in darkness , al

l

creatures , O

Bhārata , including even the foremost of warriors , overcome
with panic , were deprived o

f

their senses in that battle . ' thottle '74 .

* The Bombay edition reads the first line o
f

3 differently . The
Bengal reading is also defective . The correct reading seems to be

Rathanaga instead of Naranägu . - T .

† This is a triplet . - T .
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“ Dhritarāshtra said , — What became the state of your minds
then when , afflicted by that darkness , ye al

l

were deprived o
f

your energy and furiously agitated b
y

the Pāndavas ? How
also , O Sanjaya ,when everything was enveloped in darkness , did

the Pāndava troops as alsomine oncemore become visible ? ' '

" Sanjaya continued , — Then the remnant of the slaughtered
army ( of the Kauravas ) , under the orders o

f

their leaders ,were

once more disposed in (compact ) array . Drona placed himself

a
t

the van ,and Calya at the rear . And Drona ' s so
n

and Cakuni

the so
n

o
f

Suvala placed themselves o
n the right and the left

flanks . And king Duryodhana himself , O monarch , on that
night , busied himself in protecting all the troops . " Cheering

all the foot -soldiers , 0 king , Duryodhana said unto them ,

Laying aside your great weapons , take y
e

all blazing lamps in

your hands ! " 3 — Thus cammanded b
y

that best of kings , the
foot -soldiers joyfully took u

p

burning lamps . The gods and
Rishis and Gandharvas and celestial Rishis , and the diverse
tribes o

f Vidyādharas and Apsaras , 18 and Nāgas and Yakshas
and Uragas and Kinnaras , stationed in the welkin , also joy
fully took u

p

blazing lamps . Many lamps , filled with sweet
scented oil , were seen to fall from the Regents o

f

the cardinal

and the subsidiary points of the compass . ? * For Duryodhana ' s
sake , many such were seen to come from Nārada and Parvata

in especial , lighting u
p

that darkness . The (Kaurava ) army

then , disposed in compact array , looked resplendent , on that
night , with the light of those lamps , " the costly ornaments

( on the persons o
f

the combatants ) , and the blazing celestial
weapons a

s

those were shot o
r

hurled b
y

it . On each ca
r

were placed five lamps and o
n

each infuriate elephant

three . * 16 And upon each horse was placad a large lamp . Thus
was that host lighted u

p

b
y

the Kuru warriors . t Set in

their places within a short time , those lamps speedily lighted

u
p thy army , ” ? Indeed , all the troops , thus made radiant b
y

* Instead o
f mattngaje , the Bombay edition reads tatragaje . - T .

+ There seems to be a mistake in this sloka in it
s

reference to the

Pındavas . The reading , however , that occurs in al
l

the printed editions ,

is the same . In one manuscript I find Kaurava -yodhavargais (which I

adopt ) for Pāndava -Kauraveyais . - T .
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,

the foot-soldiers with oil-fed lamps in their hands, looked
beautiful like clouds in th

e

nocturnal sky illumined b
y

flashes

o
f lightning . When the Kuru host had thus been illuminat

e
d , Drona , endued with the effulgence o
f

the fire , scorching
everything around , looked radiant , o king , in his golden
armour , like the mid -day Sun of blazing rays . The light of

those lamps began to be reflected from the golden ornaments ,

th
e

bright cuirasses and bows , and the well -tempered weapons

o
f the combatants . 20 And maces twined with strings , and

bright Parighas , and cars and shafts and darts , as they coursed
along , repeatedly created , O Ajamida , by their reflection ,my
riads of lamps . And umbrellas and yak -tails and scimitars
and blazing brands , 0 king , and necklaces of gold , as these
were whirled o

r moved , reflecting that light , looked exceeding

ly beautiful . az Illuminated b
y

the light of those lamps and
irradiated b

y

the reflection from weapons and ornaments , that
host , О king , blazed u

p

with splendour . " Well -tempered and
beautiful weapons , re

d

with blood , and whirled b
y

heroes ,
created a blazing effulgence there like flashes o

f lightning in

the sky at the end o
f

summer . The faces o
f warriors , im

petuously pursuing foes for striking them down and themselves
trembling in the ardour o

f

the rush , looked beautiful like
masses o

f

clouds urged o
n b
y

the wind . as As the splendour of

the Sun becomes fierce o
n the occasion o
f

the conflagration

* o
f
a forest full of trees , even so on that terrible night became

the splendour o
f

that fierce and illuminated host . " Beholding
that host of ours thus illumined , the Pārthas also , with great
speed , stirring u

p

the foot -soldiers throughout their army ,

acted like ourselves . * ? O
n

each elephant they placed seven
lamps , on each ca

r
, ten ; and o
n the back o
f

each steed , they
placed two lamps ; and on the flanks and rear ( of their cars )

and o
n their standards also , they placed many lamps . 28 And

o
n

the flanks o
f their host , and in the rear and the van , and

all around and within , many other lamps were lighted . The
Kurus having done the same , both the armies were thus
lighted . " ' Throughout the host , the foot -soldiers became mingl

e
d with elephants and cars and cavalry . And the army of

Pāndu ' s son was alsu illuminated b
y

others (than fout - soldiers )

07
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standing with blazing torches in their hands.* 80 With those
lamps that host became fiercely effulgent like a blazing fire

made doubly resplendent by the dazzling rays of the maker of
day.s? The splendour of both the armies, overspreading th

e

Earth , the welkin , and al
l

the points o
f

the compass , seemed

to increase . With that light thy army as also theirs became
distinctly visible . 63 Awakened b

y

that light which reached th
e

skies , the gods , the Gandharvas , the Yakshas , the Rishis and
others crowned with (ascetic ) success ,and the Apsaras , al

l

came

there . $ Crowded then with gods , and Gandharvas , and Yak
shas , and Rishis crowned with (ascetic ) success , and Apsaras ,

and the spirits o
f

slain warriors about to enter the celestial

regions , the field of battle looked like a second heaven . * *

Teeming with cars and steeds and elephants brilliantly illu
mined with lamps , with angry combatants and horses slain o

r

wandering wildly , that vast force of arrayed warriors and steeds
and elephants looked like the arrays o

f

the celestials and the

Asuras in days of old . 95 The rush o
f

darts formed the fierce

winds , great cars the clouds , the neigh and grunt of steeds and
elephants the roars , shafts the showers , and the blood o

f

warriors and animals the flood , of that tempest - like nocturnal
encounter between those god -like men . In the midst o

f

that

battle , that foremost o
f Brāhmanas ,viz . , the high -souled Açwat

thāman , scorching the Pāndavas , O ruler o
f men , resembled

the midday Sun a
t

the end o
f the season o
f

rains , scorching
everything with his fierce rays . ' ” 487

* The second line o
f

3
0 , as it occurs in the Bengal texts , is adopted

b
y

me . Slight differences of reading occur between the Bengal and the
Bombay editions . — T .

† As regards almost every one of these slokas , differences of reading
are observable between the Bengal texts and the Bombay edition . The
readings o

f

the Bombay edition are almost uniformly better . Then again ,

many of those verses are disfigured with syntactical pleonasms and other
grave errors . Abounding with tiresome repetitions that scarcely attract
notice amid the variety o

f synonyms with which the language o
f

the

original abounds and amid also the melodious flow o
f the rythm , th
e

defects become glaring in translation . At the altar , however , of faith .
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SECTION CLXIV .

“ Sanjaya said ,— When the field of battle which had before
been enveloped in darkness and dust had thus become illumi
nated , heroic warriors encountered one another , desirous of
taking one another 's lives.* ? Encountering one another in

battle , O king , those combatants , armed with lances and swords
and other weapons , gazed at one another , under the influence
of rage. With those thousands of lamps blazing all around ,
and with the more dazzling lamps of the gods and the Gandhar
vas, set upon golden stands decked with jewels, and fe

d

with

fragrant o
il , the field o
f

battle , O Bhārata , looked resplendent
like the firmament bespangled with stars . 5 - 4 With hundreds
upon hundreds o

f blazing brands , the Earth looked exceedingly
beautiful . Indeed , the Earth seemed to b

e in a conflagration

like to what happens a
t

the universal destruction . fs All the
points of the compass blazed u

p

with those lamps all around

and looked like trees covered b
y

fire -flies at an evening in the

season o
f

rains . Heroic combatants then , O king , engaged in

battle with heroic rivals . Elephants engaged with elephants ,

and horsemen with horsemen , ' and car -warriors with car war
riors , filled with jo

y , on that fierce night , at the command o
f

thy son . The clash of the two armies , both consisting of four
kinds of forces , became terrible . Then Arjuna , O monarch , be
gan , with great speed , to destroy the Kaurava ranks ,weakening

all the kings . ”

"Dhritarāshtra said , — When the invincible Arjuna , excited
with wrath and unable to brook (the feats o

f

the Kurus ) ,

penetrated into the army ofmy son , what became the state

o
f yourminds ? Indeed , when that scorcher of foes entered

fulness , I have been obliged to sacrifice elegance , in rendering this
section . - T .

* The Bengal reading tathā loke is incorrect . The Bombay text

correctly reads tadâloke . Then also , instead o
f the Bengal reading raja .

sácha samavrite (which is faulty ) , the true reading is rajsa tamasī vri

te . - T .
+ Lokānāmabhāve is explained b
y

Nilkantha a
s pralaya -kale . - T .
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into their midst, what d
id

the soldiers think ? What steps

also did Duryodhana think fi
t

to b
e adopted then ? " Who

were those chastisers o
f

foes that proceeded in that battle

against that hero ? Indeed , when Arjuna o
f

white steeds

entered (our army ) , who were they that protected Drona ? "

Who guarded the right wheel and who the left wheel o
f

Drona ' s car ? Who were those heroes that protected the rear

o
f that battling hero ? 18 Indeed , when Bharadwāja ' s son

proceeded , slaying the fo
e

(along his route ) , who were they
that proceeded in his van ? That mighty and invincible bow

man who penetrated into the midst o
f the Pānchālas , ' t that

tiger among mon , endued with great valour , who proceeded ,

a
s if dancing , along the track o
f

his car , and consumed large
throngs o

f

Pānchāla cars b
y

means o
f

his shafts ' s like & rag

ing conflagration , alas , how did that Drona meet with h
is

death ? Thou always speakest o
f my foes a
s

cool and unvan
quished and cheerful and swelling with might in battle . Thou
dost not , however , speak o

f mine in such words . On the
other hand , thou describest them to b

e

slain , pale , and routed ,

and thou speakest o
fmy car -warriors a
s always deprived o
f

their cars in all the battles they fight ! ! ! 6 - 17

" Sunjaya continued , — ‘Understanding the wishes o
f

Drona

who was bent o
n

battle , Duryodhana , on that night ,Oking ,

addressing his obedient brothers , ' 8 viz . , Vikarna and Chitrasena
and Supārça and Duddharsha and Dirghavāhu and all those

that followed them , said these words : 1 ' _ Ye heroes o
f great

valour , struggling with resolution , al
l

o
f

you protect Drona

from the rear ! The so
n

o
f

Hridikā will protect his right
wheel and Cala his left : 20 — Saying this , thy son then urged

forwards , placing them a
t

the van , the remnant o
f

the brave

and mighty Trigarta car -warriors , saying , a ! — The preceptor is

merciful The Pāndavas are fighting with great resolution .

While engaged in slaughtering the foe in battle , protect him
well , uniting together a

s Drona is mighty in battle ; is en .

dued with great lightness o
f

hand and great valour . He can
vanquish the very gods in battle , what need then b

e

said o
f

the Pandavas and the Somakas ? 28 All of you , however ,

united together and struggling with great resolution in this
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terrible battle , protect the invincible Drona from that mighty
car -warrior, viz., Dhrishtadyumna !*4 Except Dhrishtadyum
na, I do not see the man amongst a

ll

the warriors o
f

the

Pāndavas that can vanquish Drona in battle ! * I , therefore ,

think that we should , with our whole soul , protect the son o
f

Bharadwāja ! Protected ( b
y

u
s
) , he is sure to slay the Soma

kas and the Srinjayas one after another . Upon the slaughter

o
f

a
ll

the Srinjayas a
t

the head o
f

the (Pāndava ) army , Drona ' s

son , without doubt , will slay Dhrishtadyumna in battle . ? ?

Similarly , the mighty car -warrior Karna will vanquish Arjuna

in battle . As regards Bhimasena and others clad in mail , I

will subjugate them a
ll
in fight . The rest of the Pāndavas ,

deprived o
f energy , will be easily defeated b
y

other warriors .

It is evident , my success then will last fo
r

ever . 29 For these
reasons , protect the mighty car -warrior Drona in battle !

Having said these words , 0 chief of the Bhāratas , thy son
Duryodhana , so urged his troops o

n that night of terrible dark

ness . Then commenced a battle , O chief of the Bhāratas , *

between the two hosts , O monarch , both actuated b
y

the desire

o
f

victory . Arjuna began to afflict the Kauravas , and the
Kauravas began to afflict Arjuna , with diverse kinds o

f wea
pons . Drona ' s son covered the ruler of the Pānchālas , and
Dronz himself covered the Srinjayas , with showers of straight
shafts in that battle . And a

s the Pāndu and the Pānchāla
troops ( on the one side ) and the Kaurava troops ( on the other ) ,

O Bhārata , were engaged in slaughtering each other , there
arose a furious uproar o

n the field . The battle that took
place o

n that night was so terrible and fierce that it
s

like had

never been previously witnessed b
y

ourselves o
r

those gone

before u
s . ' " 82 - 15

SECTION CLXV .

" Sanjaya said , — During the progress o
f that terrible noc

turnal engagment , О king , which was fraught with a
n indis

criminate carnage , Dharma ' s son Yudhishthira , ' addressed the
Pāndavas , the Pānchālas , and the Somakas . Indeed , 0 king ,

for the destruction o
f men , cars , and elephants , ' king Yudhish
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thira commanded his own troops, saying , – Proceed ye against
Drona only , fo

r

slaying him ! * _ A
t

the command o
f

the king ,

O monarch , the Pānchālas and the Somakas rushed against

Drona alone ,uttering terrible shouts . Ourselves excited with
rage , and loudly roaring in return , rushed against them , to

the best o
f our prowess , courage , and might , in battle . Krita

varman the son o
f Hridikā rushed against Yudhishthira a
s

the latter was advancing against Drona , like a
n

infuriate e
le

phant against an infuriate compeer . Against Cini ' s grandson
who advanced scattering arrowy showers a

ll

around , rushed ,

O king , the Kuru warrior Bhuri , that grinder ( of foes ) in

battle . ' Karna the son o
f

Vikartana , o king , resisted that
mighty ca

r
-warrior , viz . , Pandu ' s son Sahadeva , as the latter

advanced fo
r

getting a
t Drona . King Duryodhana , in that

battle , himself rushed against that foremost of car -warriors ,

viz . , Bhimasena , advancing o
n his car like the Destroyer . '

Cakuni the son of Suvala , O king , proceeding quickly , resisted
that foremost of warriors , viz . , Nakula , who was conversant
with every kind o

f battle . Kripa the so
n

o
f

Caradwat , O

king , resisted Cikhandin in that battle , that foremost o
f

ca
r

warriors , as the latter advanced o
n his car . " Duscāsana , O

king , contending vigorously , resisted Pritivindhya a
s the

latter advanced with resolution , ( on his ca
r
) drawn b
y

steeds

looking like peacocks . " Açwatthāman , O monarch , resisted
Bhimasena ' s son , viz . , the Rākshasa (Ghatotkacha ) acquainted
with a hundred kinds o

f

illusion , as the latter advanced . " *

Vrishasena in that battle resisted the mighty Drupada with

h
is troops and followers , as the latter advanced fo
r

getting a
t

Drona . 14 The ruler of the Madras , O king , excited with wrath ,

resisted Virāta , O Bhārata , as the latter quickly advanced fo
r

the slaughter o
f

Drona . 95 Chitrasena , in that battle , resisted ,

with great force and shooting many shafts , Nakula ' s so
n

Catā

nika , as the latter advanced fo
r

slaying Drona . ' The prince

o
f Rākshasas , viz . , Alamvusha , 0 king , resisted Arjuna , that

foremost o
f

car -warriors , as the latter advanced . " Dhrishta
dyumna the prince o

f

the Pānchālas , cheerfully resisted the

* A different reading occurs in the Bombay edition . - T .
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great bowman Drona as the latter was engaged in slaughtering

the foe . As regards the other mighty car-warriors of the
Pāndavas , that advanced (against Drona ), other car -warriors
of thy army, o king, resisted them with great force .'' Ele
phant-riders , speedily encountering elephant -riders in that

dreadful battle , began to fight with each other and grind each
other by thousands .20 At dead of night , O monarch , as the
steeds rushed against each other with impetuosity , they looked
like winged hills . ' Horsemen , O monarch , encountered horse
men ,'armed with lances and darts and swords , and uttering
loud shouts. Large numbers of men slaughtered one another

in heaps , with maces and short clubs and diverse other wea
pons .23 Kritavarman the son of Hridikā , excited with wrath ,
resisted Dharma's son Yudhishthira , like continents resisting
the swelling sea.24 Yudhishthira , however , piercing Hridikā 's
son with five arrows, once more pierced him with twenty ,

and addressing him , said , —Wait , Wait 15— Then Kritavarman ,
O sire, excited with wrath , cut off, with a broad -headed shaft ,

the bow of king Yudhishthira the just and pierced the latter

with seven arrows.86 Taking up another bow , that mighty
car-warrior , viz., Dharma 's so

n , pierced the son o
f Hridikā in

the arms and the chest with ten arrows . a ? Then that warrior

o
f

Madhu ' s race , thus pierced , O sire , by Dharma ' s so
n

in

that battle , trembled with rage and afflicted Yudhishthira
with seven shafts . 28 Then Prithā ' s son , cutting o

ff his enemy ' s

bow a
s

also the leathern fence that cased h
is

hands , sped at

him five keen shafts whetted o
n

stone . ' Those fierce shafts ,

piercing through the latter ' s costly armour decked with gold ,

entered the Earth like snakes into a
n anthill . 50 Within the

twinkling o
f

a
n eye , Kritavarman , taking u
p

another bow ,

pierced the son o
f

Pāndu with sixty arrows and once more with

te
n
. 81 O
f

immeasurable soul , the so
n

o
f Pāndu then , placing

his large bow o
n his car , sped a
t Kritavarman a dart resem

bling a snake . That dart decked with gold , sped b
y

the so
n

o
f

Pāndu , piercing through Kritavarman ' s right arm , entered
the Earth . Meanwhile , Prithā ' s son , taking u

p

his formi
dable bow , shrouded the son o

f Hridikā with showers of straight

shafts . * * Then the brave Kritavarman , that great car -warrior
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among the Vrishnis , within less than the twinkling of an e
y
e
,

made Yudhishthira steedless and driverless and carless . "

Thereupon the eldest son o
f

Pāndu took u
p
a sword and a shield .

Then he of Madhu ' s race cut of
f

both those weapons in that

battle , 36 Yudhishthira then , taking u
p

a fierce lance equipt

with a gold -decked staff , quickly sped it , in that battle , at the
illustrious son of Hridikā . 57 Hridikā ' s son , however , smiling the
while , and displaying great lightness of hands , cut off into two
fragments that lance hurled from the arms o

f

Yudhishthira , as it

coursed impetuously towards him . 38 He then covered the son

o
f

Dharma with a hundred arrows in that encounter . Excited

with wrath , he then cut o
ff the latter ' s coat of mail with

showers o
f

shafts . ' Yudhishthira ' s armour decked with gold ,

cut o
ff b
y

Hridikā ' s son with his shafts , dropped down from
his body , O king , like a cluster of stars dropping down from
the firmament . His armour cut off , himself deprived o

f

car

and afflicted with the shafts o
f

Kritavarman , Dharma ' s so
n

Yudhishthira quickly retreated from battle . 4 The mighty

car -warrior Kritavarman then , having vanquished Yudhishthira
the son o

f Dharma , once more began to protect the wheel of
Drona ' s car . ' ” 48

Section CLXVI .

Sanjaya said , — Bhuri , o king , in that battle , resisted
that foremost of car -warriors , viz . , the grandson of Cini , who
advanced like an elephant towards a lake full o

f

water . ' Then
Sātyaki , excited with wrath , pierced his foe in the chest with
five keen shafts . A

t

this , the latter ' s blood began to flow . '

The Kuru warrior in that encounter similarly pierced with

great speed the grandson o
f Cini , that hero difficult of defeat

in battle , with ten shafts in the chest . Those warriors , draw
ing their bows to their fullest stretch , and with eyes red in

wrath , began , O king , to mangle each other in that combat . "

The arrowy downpours o
f

those two warriors , both excited
with rage and resembling death himself or the Sun scattering

his rays , were exceedingly terrible . " Shrouding each other
with their shafts , each stayed before the other in that battle .
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For a short while that battle proceeded equally . Then , O
king , the grandson of Cini, excited with rage and smiling the
while , cut of

f
the bow o

f the illustrious Kuru warrior in that

battle . ? Having cut off his bow , Sātyaki quickly pierced him

in the chest with nine keen arrows and addressing him , said ,

Wait ! Wait ! — That scorcher of foes deeply pierced b
y

his
mighty fo

e , quickly took u
p

another bow and pierced the Sā
twata warrior in return . ' Having pierced the Sātwata hero
with three shafts , O monarch , Bhuri then , smiling the while ,

cut of
f

his fo
e ' s bow with a sharp and broad -headed shaft . * •

His bow being cut o
ff , Sātyaki , O king , maddened with rage ,

hurled a
n impetuous dart a
t the broad chest of Bhuri . " Pierc

o
d with that dart , Bhuri fell down from his excellent ca
r ,

covered with blood , like the Sun dropping down from the fi
r

mament . " Beholding him thus slain , the mighty car -war
rior Açwatthāman , O Bhārata , rushed impetuously against the
grandson o

f

Cini . ' s Having addressed Sātyaki , o king , say
ing - Wait ! Wait ! - he shrouded him with showers of shafts ,
like the clouds pouring torrents o

f

rain o
n the breast o
f

Meru , ' '
Beholding him rushing towards the car o

f Cini ' s grandson , the
mighty car warrior Ghatotkacha , O king , uttering a loud roar ,

addressed him , saying , " — Wait , Wait , 0 son of Drona ! Thou
shalt not escape me with life ! I will presently slay thee like

the si
x
-faced (Kārtikeya ) slaying (the Asura ) Mahisha . " I

shall today , on the field , purge thy heart of all desire of

battle ! - Having said these words , that slayer of hostile heroes ,

viz . , the Rākshasa (Ghatotkacha ) , with eyes re
d

like copper

in wrath , " ? rushed furiously against the son o
f Drona , like a

lion rushing against a prince o
f elephants . And Ghatotkacha

sped a
t his foe shafts o
f the measure o
f the Aksha o
f a

car , ' 8 and covered that bull among car -warriors therewith , like
clouds pouring torrents o

f

rain . With h
is

own shafts resembl

ing snakes o
f virulent poison , Drona ' s son , however , in that

battle , quickly dispelled that arrowy shower before it could

reach him . He then pierced that chastiser o
f

foes , viz . , Gha

totkacha , that prince o
f Rākshasas , with hundreds o
f

keen

and swiftly -coursing arrows , a
ll capable o
f penetrating into

the very vitals . Thus pierced with those shafts b
y

Açwatthā

6
8
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man , that Rākshasa , on the field of battle ,18-81 looked beauti
ful, O monarch , like a porcupine with quills erect on it

s body .

Then the valiant son o
f

Bhimasena , filled with rage , * * mangled
the son o

f Drona with many fierce arrows whizzing through

the air with the roar of the thunder . And h
e

rained o
n Açwat

thāman a perfect shower o
f arrows of diverse kinds , some

equipt with heads like razors , some shaped a
s

the crescent ,

some long and pointed , some frog -faced , some with heads re

sembling the boar ' s e
a
r , some barbed , and some o
f

other

species . * Like thewind dispersing mighty masses of clouds ,

Drona ' s son , O king , without his senses being agitated , des
troyed with his own terrible arrows inspired b

y

mantras with

the force of celestial weapons , that fierce , unbearable , and un

rivalled shower o
f weapons , whose sound resembled the roar of

the thunder , and which fell incessantly upon him . It seemed

then that another encounter was taking place in the welkin

between weapons ( as the combatants ) , * * - 86 which was terrible ,

O king , and which filled the warriors with awe . With the
sparks all around , generated b

y

the clash o
f the weapons shot

by those two warriors , ar the welkin looked beautiful as if illu
mined b

y myriads o
f

fire - flies in the evening . Drona ' s son
then , filling all the points o

f

the compass with his shafts , "

shrouded the Rākshasa himself , fo
r

doing what was agreeable

to thy sons . Then commenced a battle once more between

Drona ' s son and the Rākshasa , " ' on that night of thick dark
ness , which resembled the encounter between Cakra and Prah
lāda . Then Ghatotkacha , filled with rage , struck Drona ' s son ,

in that battle , on the chest , with ten shafts , each resembling

the l 'uga fire . Deeply pierced by the Rākshasa , the mighty
son o

f

Drona began to tremble in that battle like a tall tree

shaken by the wind . Supporting himself b
y

holding the flag

staff , he swooned away . 80 - 38 Then all thy troops , 0 king ,

uttered cries o
f

Oh and Alas . Indeed , O monarch , all thy war
riors then regarded Drona ' s son a

s

slain . Beholding Açwat

* Nalikas , as used here , appear to have been some species o
f

shafta .

In an earlier note , relying o
n other authorities , I took it to mean some

kind o
f air -gun . - T .
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thāman in that plight , the Panchālas and the Srinjayas in

that battle uttered leonine roars. Then that crusher of foes,
viz ., themighty car-warrior Açwatthāman , recovering his sens
es, forcibly drawing the bow with his left hand ,'' and stretch

in
g

the bowstring to his ear , quickly shot a terrible shaft re
sembling the rod o

f Yama himself , aiming a
t

Ghatotkacha . "

That excellent shaft , fierce and equipt with goodly wings , piero
ing through the chest o

f

the Rākshasa , entered the Earth , O

king . Deeply pierced , O monarch , by Drona ' s son who was
proud o

f

h
is prowess in battle , that prince o
f Rākshasas , en

dued with great strength , sat down on the terrace o
f

his ca
r
. "

Beholding Hidimvā ' s son deprived of his senses , his charioteer ,

inspired with fear , speedily removed him from the field , bear
ing him away from the presence o

f

Drona ' s son . 89 Having
pierced that prince o

f

Rākshasas , viz . , Ghatotkacha , in that
encounter thus , Drona ' s son , that mighty car -warrior , uttered

a loud roar . 40 Worshipped b
y

thy sons as also b
y

a
ll thy war

warriors , O Bhārata , Açwatthaman ' s body blazed u
p

like the

midday Sun . "

“ A
s regards Bhimasena who was battling in front o
f

Drona ' s car , king Duryodhana himself pierced him with many
whetted shafts . * Bhimasena , however , 0 Bhārata , pierced
him in return with nine arrows . Duryodhana then pierced
Bhimasena with twenty arrows . " Covered with each other ' s

arrows on the field o
f

battle , those two warriors looked like
the Sun and the Moon covered with clouds in the firmament . 44

Then king Duryodhana , O chief of the Bhāratas , pierced Bhi
ma with five winged arrows and said , — Wait ! Wait ! 45 — Bhima
then , cutting o

ff his bow a
s also his standard with keen shafts ,

pierced the Kuru king himself with ninety straight arrows . 46

Then Duryodhana , filled with rage , taking u
p
a more formi

dable bow , O chief of the Bhāratas , afflicted Bhimasena , a
t

the

van o
f

battle , with many whetted shafts , in the very sight o
f

all the bowmen . Baffing those shafts shot from Duryodhana ' s

bow , Bhima * 7 - 48 pierced the Kuru king with five and twenty

short arrows . Duryodhana then , O sire , excited with wrath ,

cut of
f

Bhimasena ' s bow with a razor -faced arrow and pierced
Bhima himself with te

n

shafts in return . Then the mighty
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Bhimasena , taking up another bow ," se quickly pierced the
king with seven keen shafts, Displaying great lightness of
hand , Duryodhana cut off even that bow of his." The second

,

the third , the fourth , and the fifth , bow that Bhima took up

were similarly cut o
ff . Indeed , O king , thy son , proud o
f

h
is

prowess and desirous o
f victory , cut of
f

Bhima ' s bow a
s soon

a
s the latter took u
p

one . Seeing h
is bows repeatedly cut

o
ff , 58 - 63 Bhina then hurled in that battle a dart made wholly

o
f

iron and hard a
s

the thunder . That dart , blazing a
s

a

flame o
f

fire , resembled the sister o
f Death . " The Kuru

king , however , in the very sight o
f a
ll

the warriors and before

the eyes of Bhima himself , cut into three fragments that dart ,

which courged towards him through the welkin with the splen

dour o
f

fire and dividing it , as it were , b
y
a straight line such

a
s
is visible o
n the head o
f
a woman parting her tresses .

Then Bhima , O king , whirling his heavy and blazing mace ,

hurled it with great force a
t

the car o
f Duryodhana . That

heavy mace speedily crushed the stoeds , th
e

driver , and th
e

car also , of thy son in that encounter . Thy son then , O

monarch , afeared o
f Bhima and shrinking within the narrowest

compass , 66 - 68 ascended another ca
r
, viz . , that of the illustrious

Nandaka . Then Bhima , 'regarding Suyodhana to have been

slain amid the darkness o
f

that night , " uttered a loud leonine
roar , challenging the Kauravas . Thy warriors regarded the
king to be slain . “ All of them uttered loud cries o

f

o
h

and

alas . Hearing the wails of the afrighted warriors , " and the
roars o

f the high - souled Bhima , o king , king Yudhishthira
also regarded Suyodhana to have been slain . And the eldest

so
n

o
f

Pāndu thereupon rushed quickly to the spot where

Vrikodara the so
n

o
f

Prithā was . And the Pānchālas , th
e

Srinjayas , the Matsyas , the Kaikayas , and the Chedis , "

speedily advanced , with al
l

their might , against Drona from
desire o

f slaying h
im . There also occurred a dreadful battle

between Drona and the enemy . And the combatants o
f

both

sides were enveloped in thick gloom and struck and slew one

another . ' ” •

- - - -
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SECTION CLXVII .

" Sanjaya said , - Karna the son of Vikartana ,* O king, re

sisted the mighty car-warrior Sahadeva , in that battle , who

advanced from desire of getting at Drona .' Piercing the son
of Rādhā with nine shafts, Sahadeva once more pierced that

warrior with nine straight arrows.' Karna then pierced Saha
deva in return with a hundred straight shafts , and displaying
great lightness of hand , cut o

ff

the latter ' s stringed bow . '

Then the valiant son o
f Mādri , taking u
p

another bow , pierced

Karna with twenty arrows . This feat of his seemed exceeding

ly wonderful . * Then Karna , slaying Sahadeva ’ s steeds with
many straight shafts , speedily despatched th

e

latter ' s driver
with a broad -headed shaft , to Yama ' s abode . The carless
Sahadeva then took u

p
a sword and a shield . Even those

weapons were cut o
ff b
y

Karna smiling the while . Then the
mighty Sahadeva , in that encounter , sped towards the car o

f

Vikartana ' s son , a heavy and terrible mace decked with gold . ?
Karna then , with his shafts , quickly cu

t

off that mace which

hurled b
y

Sahadeva , coursed towards him impetuously , and
caused it to fall down o

n the Earth . Beholding his mace cut

o
ff , Sahadeva quickly hurled a dart a
t

Karna . That dart also
was cut off b

y

Karna . The son o
f Mādri then , quickly jump

ing down from his excellent car , and blazing with wrath upon
beholding Karna stationed before him , ' ' took u

p
a car -wheel

and hurled it at the son of Adhiratha . The Suta ' s son , how
ever , with many thousands of arrows , cut o

ff that wheel
coursing towards h

im like the uplifted wheel o
f

Death . When
thatwheel had been cut of

f , Sahadeva ,Osire , " 1 - 18 aiming a
t

Karna , hurled a
t

him the shaft o
f

his car , the traces o
f his

steeds , the yokes of cars , the limbs of elephants and steedsand
dead human bodies . Karna cut of all these with his shafts .

Seeing himself deprived o
f

a
ll weapons , Mādri ' s son 18 – 14 Saha

• Vaikartuna may also mean onewho has peeled o
ff his skin o
r natural

armour . To preserve dramatic propriety , the Hindu commentators explain

it in this sense when it occurs in any such passage , for the real origin of

Karna , viz . , his procreation b
y

the deity o
f the Sun , became known after

his death . - T .
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deva , struck by Karna with many shafts, le
ft

the battle . Pur
suing h

im fo
r
a while , the son o
f Rādhā , O bull o
f Bharata ' s

race , " smilingly addressed Sahadeva and said these cruel words :

- Do not , O hero , fight in battle with those that are superior

to thee ! 16 Fight with thy equals , O son o
f

Mādri ! Do not

mistrust my words ! — Then touching him with the horn o
f

h
is

bow , he once more said , " ? — Yonder Arjuna is fighting resolutely

with the Kurus in battle . Go there , O son o
f Mādri , or return

home , if thou likest ! 8 _ Having said those words , Karna , that

foremost o
f

car -warriors , smilingly proceeded o
n his car against

the troops o
f

the king o
f

the Pānchālas . " That slayer of foes ,

that mighty ca
r
-warrior , devoted to truth , slew not the son o
f

Mādri although h
e

had got the opportunity , recollecting th
e

words o
f Kunti . " Sahadeva then , heartless and afflicted with

arrows , and pierced with the wordy darts o
f

Karna , no longer

cherished any love fo
r

life . " That mighty car -warrior then
quickly ascended the car o

f Janamejaya , the illustrious prince

o
f the Pānchālas . ' " 38

SECTION CLXVIII .

“ Sanjaya said , " The ruler o
f

the Madras shrouded o
n a
ll

sides , with clouds of shafts , Virāta with his troops , who was

proceeding quickly fo
r

getting a
t

Drona . ' The battle that took
place between those two great bowmen resembled , O king , that

between Vali and Vāsava in days o
f yore . ' The ruler o
f

the

Madras , O monarch , with great activity , struck Virāta , that
commander o

f
a large division , with a hundred straight shafts ,

King Virāta , in return , pierced the ruler o
f the Madras with

nine keen arrows , and once more with three and seventy and

once again with a hundred . * The ruler o
f

the Madras then ,

slaying the four steeds yoked unto Virāta ' s car , cut down with

a couple o
f shafts , the latter ' s umbrella and standard . Quickly

jumping down from that steedless ca
r , the king stood , drawing

his bow and shooting keen shafts . Beholding h
is

brother d
e

prived o
f

his steeds , Catānika quickly approached him o
n h
is

car in the very sight o
f all the troops . ? The ruler o
f

the Madras ,

however , piercing the advancing Catānika with many shafts ,
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despatched h
im to the abode o
f

Yama . Upon the fall of

the heroic Catānika , Virāta , that commander of a large d
i

vision , ascended the fallen hero ' s car decked with standard and
garlands . * ' Opening his eyes wide , and with prowess doubled

b
y

wrath , Virāta quickly covered the car o
f

the ruler o
f the

Madras with winged arrows . " The ruler of the Madras then ,

excited with rage , deeply pierced Virāta , that commander o
f
a

large division , in the chest , with a hundred straight shafts . "

Deeply pierced b
y

the mighty ruler of the Madras , that great

car -warrior , viz . , Virāta , sat down o
n the terrace of his car and

swooned away . His driver then , beholding h
im mangled with

O Bhārata , fled away o
n that night , ' slaughtered with hun

dreds o
f arrows b
y

Calya , that ornament of battle . Beholding

the troops flying away , Vāsudeva and Dhananjaya ' t quickly
advanced to that spot , O monarch , where Calya was stationed .

Then that prince o
f

Rākshasas , viz . , Alamvusha , O king , riding
upon a foremost car equipt with eight steeds , having terrible
looking Piçāchas of equine faces yoked unto it , furnished with
blood -red banners , decked with floral garlands made o

f

black

iron , covered with bear -skins , and possessing a tall standard

shrieking vulture o
f spotted wings and wide -open eyes , pro

ceeded against those advancing heroes . ' 5 - 18 That Rākshasa ,

O king , looked beautiful like a loose heap o
f antimony , and

h
e

withstood the advancing Arjuna , like Meru withstanding

a tempest , ' ' scattering showers of arrows , O monarch , upon
Arjuna ' s head . The battle then that commenced between that
Rākshasa and that human warrior , was exceedingly fierce . ºo

And it filled a
ll the spectators there , O Bhārata , with delight .

And it conduced to the joy also of vultures and crows and
ravens and owls and Kanakas and jackals . " Arjuna struck
Alamvusha with six shafts and then cut off h

is

standard

with ten sharp arrows . " With a fe
w

other arrows h
e cut o
ff

his driver , and with some others his Trivenu , and with one

* The second line o
f
9 is real differently in the Calcutta edition .

I adopt the Bombay reading . - T .
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more , his bɔw , and with four others his four steeds ." Alam
vusha stringed another bow , but that also Arjuna cut o

ff

into two fragments . Then , O bull of Bharata ' s race , Pārtha
pierced that prince o

f

Rākshasas with four keen arrows . Thus
pierced , tho Rikshasa fl

e
d

away in foar . Having vanquished

him , Arjuna quickly proceeded towards the spot where Drona
was , " 1 - 85 shooting as he went ,many shafts , 0 king , at men ,

elephants , and steeds . Slaughtered , O monarch , b
y

the illus
trious son of Pāndu , ut the combatants fell down o

n

the ground ,

like trees laid lo
w b
y
a tempest . While thus being slaughtered

b
y

the illustrious son o
f

Pāndu , all of them fled like a frighten

e
d herd o
f

deer . ' ” 7

SECTION CLXIX .

“Sanjaya said , — Thy son Chitrasena , O Bhārata , resisted

(Nakula ' s son ) Catānika who was engaged in scorching thy host

with his keen shafts . ' Nakula ' s so
n

pierced Chitrasena with

five arrows . The latter then pierced the former in return with

ten whetted shafts . ' And once more Chitrasena , O monarch ,

in that battle , pierced Catānika in the chest with nine keen

shafts . The so
n

o
f Nakula then , with many straight shafts ,

cut Chitrasena ' s armour from o
ff

h
is body . This feat of his

seemed exceedingly wonderful . * Divested o
f his armour , thy

son , O king , looked exceedingly beautiful , like a snake , O mon
arch , having cast of

f

his slough in the proper season . Then
Nakula ' s so

n , with many keen shafts , cut o
ff

the struggling

Chitrasena ' s standard , and then his bow , O monarch , in that
encounter . His bow cut off in that combat , and deprived also

o
f his armour , that mighty car -warrior then , O king , took u
p

another bow capable o
f piercing every fo
e
. ' Then Chitrasena ,

that mighty car -warrior amongst the Bhāratas , quickly pierced

the so
n

o
f Nakula with many straight arrows . ' The mighty

Catānika , excited with rage , 0 Bhārata , slew the four steeds

o
f

Chitrasena and then his driver . The illustrious Chitrasena ,

endued with great strength , jumping down from that car , afflict

e
d the so
n

o
f

Nakula with five and twenty arrows . " Then
Nakula ' s son with a crescent -shaped arrow , cut off in thatrrow
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carless
and

strioussonorasena
then
with

combat the gold -decked bow of Chitrasena while the latter

was engaged in thus striking him ." Bowless and carless and
steedless and driverless , Chitrasena then quickly ascended the
car of the illustrious son of Hridikā .'
“ •Vrishasena , 0 king , rushed with great speed , scattering

shafts in hundreds , against the mighty car -warrior Drupada ad
vancing at the head of his troops against Drona.* 13 Yajnasena ,

in that encounter , pierced thatmighty car-warrior , viz., the son
of Karna , in the arms and the chest , o lord , with sixty

arrows ." Vrishasena then , excited with rage , quickly pierced
Yajnase na standing on his car, with many shafts in the centre

of the chest. Those two warriors , mangled with arrows , and
with shafts sticking to their bodies , looked beautiful like a
couple of porcupines with their quills erect. Bathed in blood
in consequence of the wounds caused by those straight arrows of
keen points and golden wings , they looked exceedingly beauti

ful in that dreadful encounter.'? Indeed ,the spectacle they pre
sented was that of a couple of beautiful and radiant Kulpa trees

or of a couple of Kinçukas rich with their flowery burthens .'s
Then Vrishasena , O king , having pierced Drupada with nine
arrows, once more pierced him with seventy , and then again
with three other arrows." Then shooting thousands of arrows ,
Karna 's son , O monarch , looked beautiful in that battle , like a
cloud pouring torrents of rain .20 Then Drupada , inflamed
with wrath , cut of

f

Vrishasena ' s bow into two fragments , with

a broad -headed arrow , sharp and well - tempered . Taking u
p

then another gold -decked bow that was new and strung , and
drawing out of his quiver a strong , whetted , well -tempered ,

sharp , and broad -headed arrow , and fixing it on his string ,

and carefully aiming it at Drupada , he let it off with great

force , inspiring a
ll

the Somakas with fear . 28 That arrow ,

piercing through the breast o
f Drupada , fell o
n the surface

o
f

the Earth . The king ( of the Pānchālas ) then , thus pierced
through with Vrishasena ' s arrow , swooned away . 24 ' His driver
then , recollecting his own duty , bore him away from the field .

* In th
e

second line o
f

1
3 , Avyayátturnam instead o
f Jahâroja is

the correct reading . - T .

69
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After the retreat , O monarch , of that mighty ca
r
-warrior o
f

the Pānchālas , as the (Kaurava ) army , on that terrible night ,

rushed furiously against Drupada ' s troops whose coats o
f mail

had been cut of
f

b
y

means o
f

the arrows of the fo
e
. In con

sequence o
f

the blazing lamps dropped b
y

the combatants a
ll

around , the Earth , O king , looked beautiful like the cloudless
firmament bespangled with planets and stars . With the fallen
Angadas of the combatans , the Earth looked resplendent , O

king , like a mass of clouds in the rainy season with flashes of

lightning . 28 Aflicted with the fear o
f Karna ' s son , the Pân

chālas fled away o
n a
ll

sides , like the Dānavas from fear of

Indra in the great battle o
f yore between the gods and the

Asuras . Thus afflicted in battle b
y

Vrishasena , the Pānchā
las and the Somakas , O monarch , illumined b

y

lamps , looked
exceedingly beautiful . * s0 Having vanquished them in battle ,

Karna ' s son looked beautiful like the Sun , O Bhārata , when h
e

reaches the meridian . Amongst al
l

those thousands o
f kings

o
f thy side and theirs , the valiant Vrishasena then seemed to

b
e

the one resplendent luminary . 83 Haring defeated in battle
many heroes and all themighty car -warriors among the Soma
kas , he quickly proceeded , O king , to that spot where king

Yudhishthira was stationed . 68

“ Thy son Duscāsana proceeded against that mighty car

warrior , vi
z
. , Prativindhya ,who was advancing (against Drona ) ,

scorching his foes in battle . 84 The encounter that took place
between them , O king , looked beautiful , like that of Mercury

and Venus in the cloudless firmament . 85 Duscāsana pierced
Prativindhya , who was accomplishing fierce feats in battle ,

with three arrows in the forehead . 36 Deeply pierced b
y

that

mighty bowman , viz . , thy son , Pritivindhya , O monarch , look

e
d beautiful like a crested hill . 87 The mighty car -warrior Pra

tivindhya then , piercing Duscāsana with three arrows , once
inore pierced him with seven . " Thy so

n

then , O Bhārata ,

achieved there a
n exceedingly difficult feat , fo
r

h
e

felled Prati
vindhya ' s steeds with many arrows . 89 With another broad
headed arrow h

e

also felled the latter ' s driver , and then his

* This sloka seems to b
e
a vicious one . - T .
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standard . And then he cut o
ff , 0 king , into a thousand frag

ments the ca
r

o
f Prativindhya armed with the bow . " Excited

with rage , 0 lord , thy son also cut off , with his straight shafts ,

into numberless fragments the banner , the quivers , the strings ,

and the traces ( o
f his antagonist ' s car ) . Deprived of his ca
r
,

the virtuous Prativindhya stood , bow in hand , and contended

with thy son , scattering numberless arrows . 4
3 Then Duscā

sana , displaying great lightness o
f hand , cut of
f

Prativindhya ' s

bow . And then h
e

afflicted his bowless antagonist with ten

shafts . * Beholding their brother (Prativindhya ) in that plight ,

his brothers , al
l

mighty ca
r
-warriors , rushed impetuously to

that spot with a large force . * * He then ascended the resplen

dent ca
r

o
f

Sutasoma . Taking u
p

another bow , he continued ,

O king , to pierce thy son . * ' Then many warriors o
n thy side ,

accompanied b
y

a large force , rushed impetuously and sur
rounded thy so

n

(for rescuing him ) . 46 Then commenced a

fierce battle between thy troops and theirs , O Bhārata , at that
dreadful hour ofmidnight , enhancing the population of Yama ' s
kingdom . ' ” 47

SECTION CLXX .

Sanjaya said , — 'Against Nakula who was engaged in smit
ing thy host , Suvala ' s son (Cakuni ) in wrath rushed with great
impetuosity and addressing him , said , — Wait ! Wait ! ! — Each
enraged with the other and each desirous o

f slaying the other ,

those two heroes struck each other with shafts sped from their

bows drawn to their fullest stretch . Suvala ' s son in that en
counter displayed the same measure o

f skill that Nakula dis
played , O king , in shooting showers of arrows . Both pierced

with arrows , O king , in that battle , they looked beautiful like

a couple o
f porcupines with quills erect o
n their bodies . The

armour of each cut of
f

b
y

means of shafts with straight points ,

and golden wings , and each bathed in blood , those two warriors
looked resplendent in that dreadful battles like two beautiful

and brilliant Kalpa trees , or like two flowering Kincukas o
n

the field o
f

battle . Indeed , O king , those two heroes in that

encounter , both pierced with arrows , looked beautiful like a
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couple of Çālmali trees with prickly thorns on them . Casting
oblique glances on each other with eyes expanded in rage and

whose corners had become red , they seemed to scorch each other
with those glances. Then thy brother - in - la

w , excited with

wrath , and smiling the while , pierced Mädri ' s son in the chest

with a barbed arrow o
f

keen point . ' Deeply pierced by that
great bowman , viz . ,thy brother - in - law , Nakula sa

t

down o
n th
e

terrace o
f

h
is

ca
r

and swooned away . ' ' Beholding his proud
fue , that mortal enemy of his , in that plight , Cakuni uttered

& roar loud a
s

that o
f

the clouds a
t

the end o
f

summer . ” Re
covering consciousness , Nakula , the son of Pāndu , once more
rushed against Suvala ' s son , like the Destroyer himself of wide
open mouth . Inflamed with rage , O bull of Bharata ' s race ,

h
e pierced Cakuni with sisty arrows , and once more with a

hundred long shafts in the centre o
f

his chest . He then cut
off Cakuni ' s bow with arrow fixed thereon , into two fragments ,

a
t

the handle . And then cutting off in a trice Cakuni ' s stand
ard , he caused it to fall down o

n the Earth . Piercing next
Cakuni ' s thigh with a keen , sharp , and well - tempered shaft ,

Nakula the son o
f

Pandu ' s caused him to fall down o
n his car

like a bunter causing a winged hawk to drop down o
n the Earth .

Deeply pierced , O king , Cakuni sa
t

down o
n the terrace o
f

his
car , " clasping his fag -staff , like an amorous man clasping his
mistress . Beholding that brother - in -law o

f thine laid low and

deprived o
f consciousness , O sinless one , ? ? his driver quickly

bore him away from the van of battle . The Pārthas then , and

a
ll

their followers , uttered a loud roar . Having vanquished
his foes , Nakula , that scorcher o

f foes , addressing his driver ,

said , - Bear me to the host commanded b
y

Drona ! " ! — Hearing

these words o
f Mādri ' s so
n , his driver proceeded to that spot ,

O king , where Drona was stationed . * * * Against the mighty
Cikhandin proceeding towards Drona , Kripa the so

n

o
f Cara

dwat resolutely advanced with great impetuosity . That
chastiser o

f

foes , viz . , Cikhandin , then , smiling the while ,

pierced with nine arrows the son o
f

Gotama thus advancing
against him towards the vicinity o

f

Dronana The preceptor

* Yena and tena bere are equal to yatra and tura . - T .
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then (viz., Kripa ), that benefactor of thy sons, piercing Ci
khandin first with five arrows , once more pierced him with
twentya : The combat that took place, O monarch , between
them , was exceedingly dreadful , like that between Camvara
and the chief of the celestials in the battle between the gods

and the Asuras .34 Those heroic and mighty car-warriors , both
invincible in battle , covered the welkin with their arrows, like
clonds covering the welkin on the expiry of summer.25 Terri
ble of itself , that night, О chief of the Bhāratas , becamemore
terrible still to the heroic combatants engaged in battle .

night became as it were the death -night (of al
l

creatures ) .

Then Cikhandin , O king , cut of
f , with a crescent -shaped arrow ,

the large bow o
f

Gotama ' s son and sped at the latter many
whetted shafts . Inflamed with wrath , O monarch , Kripa then
sped a

t

h
is antagonist a fierce dart87 - 18 equipt with a golden

staff and keen point and polished b
y

the hands o
f

the smith .

Cikhandin , however , cut it off with ten shafts a
s it coursed

towards him . ' That dart then , decked with gold , (thus cut

o
ff ) fell down o
n the Earth . Then Gautama , that foreinost of

men , taking u
p

another bow , 8° O king , covered Cikhandin with

a large number o
f

whetted shafts . Thus covered in that battle

b
y

the illustrious son o
f

Gotama , 3 . Cikhandin , that foremost

o
f

car warriors , became weakened o
n the terrace o
f

his car ,

Beholding h
im weakened , Kripa th
e

son o
f

Caradwat , in that
encounter , 52 struck him with many arrows , from desire o

f slay

in
g

him , O Bhārata ! (Cikhandin then was borne away b
y

his

driver ) . Beholding that mighty car -warrior , viz . , the son o
f

Yajnasena retreating from battle , 38 the Pānchālas and the
Somakas surrounded him o

n a
ll

sides (for rescuing him ) . Simi
larly thy sons also surrounded that foremost of Brāhmanas ( vi

z
. ,

Kripa ) , 34 with a large force . Then commenced a battle once

more , between car -warriors , O king , that struck one another . 35

The uproar that rose became loud a
s

the roar o
f

clouds , O Bhā
rata , caused b

y

rushing horsemen and elephants , O monarch , * *

smiting one another down . Then , 0 king , the field of battle
looked exceedingly fierce . With the tread o

f rushing infantry

the Earth ” began to tremble , O monarch , like a lady moved
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by fear . Car -warriors , mounting on their cars , rushed impe
tuously ,88 attacking compeers by thousands, O king , like crows
seizing winged insects (in the ai

r
) . Similarly mighty elephants

with the juice trickling down their bodies , pursuing similar
elephants , encountered them , O Bhārata , furiously . So also ,

horsemen , coming upon horsemen , and foot -soldiers , coming
upon foot -soldiers , 39 - 40 angrily encountered one another in that
battle . A

t

dead o
f night the sound o
f retreating and rushing

troops and o
f

those coming again to th
e

encounter became
deafening . The blazing lamps also , placed o

n

cars and elephants

and steeds , 41 - 48 seemed , O king , like large meteors falling from
the firmament . That night , О chief of the Bhāratas , lighten

e
d u
p

b
y

those lamps , 48 looked like day , O king , on the field

o
f battle . As the Sun , encountering the thick gloom , destroys

it completely , 44 even so the thick gloom o
f

the field of battle

was destroyed b
y

those blazing lamps . Indeed , the welkin , the
Earth , the cardinal and the subsidiary points of the compass ,

enveloped b
y

dust and darkness , became once more illuminated
by that light . The splendour of weapons and coats of mail ,

and o
f

the jewels o
f illustrious heroes , became overshadowed

b
y

the light of those blazing lamps . During the progress of
that fierce battle a

t night , 46 – 47 none o
f

the combatants , O
Bhārata , could know the warriors o

f his own side . Sire , O

chief of the Bhāratas , slew son , and son , from ignorance ,

slew sire , and friend slew friend . And relatives slew rela
tives , and maternal uncles slew sisters ' sons , 49 and warriors
slew warriors o

f

their own side , and foes slew their own men ,

in that battle , 0 Bhārata . In that dreadfulnocturnal encounter ,

O king , al
l

fought furiously , ceasing to have any regard fo
r

one another . ' " 50

SECTION CLXXI .

" Sanjaya said , — ' In that fierce and terrible battle , Dhrishta
dyumna , O king , proceeded against Drona . ' Holding his for
midable bow and repeatedly stretching his bowstring , the Pān
chāla prince rushed towards Drona ' s ca

r

decked with gold . ”

And a
s Dhrishtadyumna proceeded for accomplishing the des
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truction of Drona, the Pānchālas and the Pāndavas , O king ,
surrounded him . Beholding Drona, that foremost of precep
tors, thus assailed , thy sons , resolutely contending in battle ,
protected Drona on a

ll

sides . Then those two oceans of troops
encountered each other o

n that night , and looked like two
terrible oceans lashed into fury b

y

the tempest , with all living
creatures within them exceedingly agitated . Then the prince

o
f

the Pānchālas , O king , quickly pierced Drona in the chest

with five arrows and uttered a leonine roar . Drona , however ,

O Bhārata , piercing his foe in return with five and twenty

arrows in that battle , cut of
f , with another broad -headed arrow ,

his bright bow . ? Forcibly pierced b
y

Drona , O bull o
f Bha

rata ' s race , Dhrishtadyumna , quickly casting aside his bow ,

bit h
is (nether ) li
p

in rage . Indeed , O monarch , the valiant
Dhrishtadyumna , excited with wrath , took u

p

another formi
dable bow fo

r

accomplishing the destruction o
f

Drona . That
slayer o

f

hostile heroes , that warrior endued with great beauty ,

stretching that formidable bow to h
is

ear , sped a terrible shaft
capable o

f taking Drona ' s life . 10 That shaft , thus sped by the
mighty prince in that fierce and dreadful battle , illumined the

whole army like the risen Sun . " Beholding that terrible
shaft , the gods , the Gundharvas , and the Dānavas , said these
words , O king , viz . , - Prosperity to Drona ! ? — Karna , how
ever , O king , displaying great lightness o

f hand , cut o
ff into

a dozen fragments that shaft as it coursed towards the precep

tor ' s ca
r
. Thus cut o
ff into many fragments , O king , that

shaft o
f Dhrishtadyumna , o sire , quickly fell down o
n the

Earth like a snake without poison . Having cut of
f

with his

own straight shafts those o
f Dhrishtadyumna in that battle ,

Karna then pierced Dhrishtadyumna himself with many sharp

arrows . ' s And Drona ' s son pierced him with five , and Drona
himself with five , and Calya pierced him with nine , and Dus

çāsana with three . " And Duryodhana pierced him with

twenty arrows , and Cakuni with five . Indeed , a
ll

those mighty

car -warriors quickly pierced the prince o
f

the Pānchālas . " ?

Thus was h
e

pierced b
y

those seven heroes in that battle exert
ing themselves for the rescue o

f Drona . The prince o
f

the

Pānchālas , however , pierced every one o
f

those heroes with
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three arrows.' Indeed , 0 king , Dhrishtadyumna , in that
dreadful battle , quickly pierced Drona himself , and Karna , and
Drona 's son , and thy son ." Thus pierced by that bowman ,
those warriors , fighting together , pierced Dhrishtadyumna
again in that encounter , uttering loud roars the while .36 Then
Drumasena , excited with wrath , O king, pierced the Pānchā !a
prince with a winged arrow , and once again quickly with three

other arrows. And addressing the prince, he said , - Wait !
Wait ! ! —Dhrishtadyumna then pierced Drumasena in return

with three straight arrows, in that encounter , which were equipt

with wings of gold , steeped in o
il , and capable o
f taking the

life o
f

him a
t

whom they are sped . * With another broad
headed shaft , the prince of the Pānchālas then , in that battle ,

cut of
f

from Drumasena ' s trunk the latter ' s head decked with
bright ear -rings of gold . " That head , with (the lower ) lip bit

( in rage ) , fell on the ground like a ripe palmyra fruit separated
from the stalk by the action o

f
a strong wind . 24 Once again

piercing a
ll

those warriors with keen shafts , that hero , with
some broad -headed shafts , cu

t

o
ff the bow o
f Rādhā ' s son ,

that warrior conversant with a
ll

modes o
f warfare . as Karna

could not brook that cutting o
ff o
f

his bow , like a fierce lion
incapable o

f brooking the cutting o
ff o
f

his tail . a6 Taking u
p

another bow , Karna , with eyes red in rage , and breathing hard ,

covered the mighty Dhrishtadyum n
a

with clouds o
f arrows . "

Beholding Karna excited with rage , those heroes , viz . , those

si
x

bulls among car -warriors , quickly encompassed the prince

o
f the Pānchālas from desire o
f slaying him . * Seeing the

latter in front o
f

those si
x

foremost warriors o
f thy side , al
l

the troops , O lord , regarded him to be already within the jaws

o
f

the Destroyer . ' Meanwhile , Sātyaki of the Daçārha
race , scattering his shafts a

s h
e proceeded , reached the spot

where the valiant Dhrishtadyumna was battling : 50 Beholding

that invincible warrior of the Sātwata race advancing , Rādhā ' s

son pierced h
im in that battle with ten arrows . Sātyaki then ,

O king , pierced Karna with ten shafts in the very sight o
f a
ll

those heroes , and addressing him , said , - D
o

not fl
y away but

stay beforeme 15
3
— The encounter then that took place between

the mighty Sātyaki and the illustrious Karna , resembled , O
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king , that between Vali and Väsava (in days of yore). That
bull among Kshatriyas, viz., Sātyaki, terrifying all the Ksha
triyas with the rattle of his car, pierced the lotus-eyed Karna
in return (with many arrows).5+ Making the Earth tremble
with the twang of his bow , the mighty son of the Suta , O
monarch , contended with Sātyaki. Indeed , Karna pierced
the grandson of Cini in return with hundreds of arrows and
diverse other shafts, long , and barbed , and pointed , and calf
toothed, and razor-headed .86 Similarly , that foremost one of

Vrishni's race , viz ., Yuyudhāna, in that battle , shrouded Karna
with his arrows . For a time that battle proceeded equally ."
Then thy sons , O monarch , placing Karna at their head , all
pierced Sātyaki from every side with keen arrows.88 Resisting
with his own weapons those of them all and of Karna also , O

lord , Satyaki quickly pierced Vrishasena in the centre of the
chest .89 Pierced with that arrow , the valiant Vrishasena of
great splendour quickly fell down on his car, casting aside his
bow .t' Then Karna , believing that mighty car -warrior , viz .,
Vrishasena , slain , became scorched with grief on account of
the death of his son and began to afflict Sātyaki with great

force. Thus afflicted by Karna , the mighty ca
r
-warrior Yu

yudhāna , with great speed , repeatedly pierced Karna with many
shafts . 42 Once more piercing Karna with ten arrows , and Vri
shasena with five , the Sātwata hero cut of

f

the leathern fences

and the bows o
f

both sire and son . 43 Then those two warriors ,

stringing two other bows capable o
f inspiring enemies with terror ,

began to pierce Yuyudhāna from every side with keen shafts . * *

During the progress o
f

that fierce conflict thatwas so destructive

o
f heroes , the loud twang o
f

Gāndiva , o king , was heard
over every other sound . * ' Hearing then the rattle o

f Arjun ' a

car a
s also the twang o
f

Gāndiva , the Suta ' s son , O king , said
these words unto Duryodhana : 46 _ Slaughtering our entire army

and the foremost o
f

heroic warriors and many mighty bowmen
among the Kauravas , Arjuna is loudly twanging his bow . * ? The
rattle also o

f

his car is heard , resembling the roar of the thun
der . It is evident , the son of Pāndu is achieving feats worthy

o
f his own self . 48 This son o
f Prithā , O monarch , will grind

our large host ! Many o
f

our troops a
re already breaking ! No
70
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ono stays in battle 4' Indeed , our army is being dispersed like
a risen mass of clouds dispersed by the wind. Encountering Arju

na, our host breaks like a boat on the ocean .50 The loud wails,

O king, of foremost of warriors , O monarch , flying away from
the field or falling down in consequence of the arrows sped from

Gāndiva , are being heard 1
5
1

Hear , 0 tiger among ca
r
-warriors ,

the sound of drums and cymbals near Arjuna ' s car a
t

dead o
f

night , resembling the deep roll of thunder in the welkin 1
5
3

Hear also the loud wails ( of afficted combatants ) and the

treinendous leonine shouts , and diverse other noises , in the
vicinity o

f Arjuna ' s ca
r
! 58 Here , however , this Sātyaki , this

foremost one o
f the Sātwata race , stayeth amid u
s . If this

object o
f

our a
im can b
e struck down , we can then vanquish all

our foes ! 64 Similarly , the son of the Pānchāla king is engaged

with Drona . He is encompassed o
n all sides b
y

many heroic

and foremost o
f

car -warriors . If we can slay Sātyaki and
Dhrishtadyumna the son o

f Prishata , without doubt , О king ,

victory will be ours ! 56 Surrounding these two heroes , these
two mighty car -warriors , as w

e

did the son o
f

Subhadrā ,wewill
strive , O king , to slay them , viz . , this son of Vrishni ' s race
and this son o

f

Prishata ! 57 Savyasāchin , O Bhārata , is before

u
s , coming towards this division of Drona , knowing that sātya

ki is engaged here with many bulls among the Kúrus . Let

a large number o
f

our foremost o
f

car -warriors proceed thither ,

so that Pārtha may not b
e able to come to the rescue of Satya

ki now encompassed b
y

many . " Let these great heroes speedily
shoot clouds o

f

shafts with great force , so that Sātyaki of Mar
dhu ' s race may b

e speedily despatched to Yama ' s abode ! " — As
certaining this to b

e

the opinion o
f Karna , thy son , addressing

Suvala ' s son in that battle , like the illustrious Indra addressing

Vishnu , said these words : 61 _ Surrounded b
y

ten thousand un
retreating elephants and te

n

thousand cars also , proceed against
Dhananjaya ! " Duscāsana and Durvishaha and Suvāhu and

Dushpradharshana , — these will follow thee , surrounded b
y
a

large number o
f

foot -soldiers ! 63 О uncle , slay those great bow
men , viz . , the two Krishnas , and Yudhishthira , and Nakula , and
Sahadeva , and Bhima the so

n

o
f Pāndu ! 64 My hope o
f victory

resteth o
n thee like that o
f

the gods o
n their chief Indra ! O
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uncle , slay the son of Kunti like Pāka's son (Kartikeya ) slay
in
g

the Asuras ! 66 — Thus addressed and urged by thy son ,

Cakuni , clad inmail , proceeded against the Pārthas ,accompani

e
d by a large force a
s

also b
y

thy sons , in order to consume the
sons o

f

Pāndu . Then commenced a great battle between the
warriors of thy army and the foe . - 67 When Suvala ' s son , O

king , (thus ) proceeded against the Pāndavas , the Suta ' s son ,

accompanied b
y
a large force ,quickly advanced against Sātyaki ,

shooting many hundreds o
f

shafts . Indeed , thy warriors , com
bining together , encompassed Sātyaki . 68 – 69 Then Bharadwāja ' s

son , proceeding against the car of Dhrishtadyumna , fought & .

wonderful and fierce battle at dead of night , O bull of Bharata ' s .

race , with the brave Dhrishtadyumna and the Pānchālas . ' " za

SECTION CLXXII .

“Sanjaya said , — “ Then al
l

those kings of thy army , incapa
ble o

f being easily defeated in battle , angrily proceeded against
Yuyudhāna ' s ca

r , unable to brook ( hi
s

feats ) . ' Mounting o
n

their well -equipt cars , O king , that were decked with gold and
jewels , and accompanied also b

y cavalry and elephants , they
encompassed the Sātwata hero . Hemning him o

n a
ll

sides ,

those mighty car -warriors , challenging that hero , uttered loud
leonine roars . Those great heroes , desirous of slaying him o

f

Mādhu ' s race , poured their keen arrows on Sātyaki of invincible
prowess . Beholding them thus advancing with speed towards
him , that slayer of hostile hosts , viz . , the mighty -armed grand
son o

f

Cini , took u
p

and shot many shafts . " The heroic and
great bowman Sātyaki , invincible in battle , cut of

f

many heads

with his fierce and straight arrows . And he of Madhu ' s race
also cut off the trunks o

f many elephants , the necks o
f many

steeds , and the arms decked with Angadas o
f many warriors ,

b
y

means o
f

razor -faced arrows . With the fallen yak -tails and
white umbrellas , O Bhārata , the field o

f

battle became almost

full and resembled the firmament , o lord , with stars . The
wails o

f

the host thus slaughtered in battle , O Bhārata , b
y

Yuyudhāna , became a
s loud a
s

those o
f shrieking ghosts ( in

hell ) . With that loud uproar the Earth became filled , and the
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night became fiercer and more terrible . Beholding his host ,

allicted with Yuyudhāna 's arrows and breaking , and hearing

that tremendous uproar at dead of nightmaking the hair to

stand on end, thy so
n , that mighty car -warrior , addressing his

uproar cometh . " — Then king Duryodhana , that firm bowman ,

above all fatigue , endued with great lightness of arms and con
versant with allmodes of warfare , rushed against Yuyudhāna . ' '

Mādhava pierced Duryodhana with a dozen blood -drinking shafts
sped from his bow drawn to it

s

fullest stretch . 24 Thus afflicted
with arrows b

y Yuyudhāna first , Duryodhana , excited with rage ,

pierced the grandson o
f Cini in return with te
n

arrows . ' Mean
while the battle that raged between the Pānchālas and all thy

troops presented a
n exceedingly wonderful sight . ' Then the

grandson o
f Cini , excited with rage in that battle , pierced thy

son , that mighty ca
r
-warrior , with eighty shafts , in the chest . "

He then , with other shafts , despatched Duryodhana ' s steeds to

Yama ' s abode . And that slayer of foes then quickly felled his
antagonist ' s driver from the ca

r
. ' Thy so
n , O monarch , staying

o
n that steedless car , shot many keen arrows towards Sātyaki ' s

car . 19 The grandson of Cini , however ,displaying great lightress

o
f

hand , O king , cut of
f

those fifty shafts sped in that battle b
y

thy so
n
. " Then Madhava ,with a broad -headed shaft , suddenly

cut of
f

in that encounter the formidable bow o
f thy son in the

handle . Deprived o
f both his car and bow , that puissant ruler

o
f

men then mounted quickly upon the bright car o
f Krita

varman . Upon Duryodhana ' s retreat , the grandson of Cini , O

monarch , amicted and routed thy army at dead o
f night . * 3

“ 'Cakuni , meanwhile , O king , encompassing Arjuna o
n all

sides with many thousands o
f

cars and several thousands o
f

elephants , * and many thousands of steeds , began to fight des
perately . Many of them hurled towards Arjuna celestial weap
ons of great power . 25 Indeed , those Kshatriyas fought with
Arjuna , incuring the certitude o

f

death . Arjuna , however ,

excited with rage , checked those thousands of cars and elephants
and steeds , and ultimately caused those foes to turn back . Then
Suvala ' s son , with eyes red as copper with rage , deeply pierced
Arjuna , that slayer of foes , with twenty shafts . And once more
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shooting a hundred shafts, he checked the progress of Pārtha's
great car .36-38 Then Arjuna , O Bhārata , pierced Cakuni with
twenty arrows in that battle . And he pierced each of the great
bowmen with three arrows .a' Checking a

ll

o
f

them with h
is

arrows , O king , Dhananjaya slew those warriors of thy army
with excellent shafts endued with the force o

f

thunder . * 30

Strewn with lopped - of
f

arrows , O monarch , and (dead ) bodies

b
y

thousands , the Earth looked a
s if covered with flowers . 31

Indeed , strewn with the heads of Kshatriyas - heads that were
decked with diadems and handsome noses and beautiful ear - rings

and (nether ) lips bit in rage and wide open eyes , - heads that
were graced with collars and crowned also with gems , and which ,

while life was in them , spoke sweet words , the Earth looked
resplendent as if strewn with hillocks overspread with Cham
paka flowers . 32 - 33 Having achieved that fierce feat , and pierc

e
d Cakuni once more with five straight shafts , Vibhatsu o
f

fierce prowess , 84 excited with rage , once more struck Uluka
with an arrow in that battle . Piercing Uluka thus in the
sight o

f

h
is

sire , viz . , Suvala ' s son , as Arjuna uttered a loud

roar , filling the Earth therewith . Then the son o
f Indra cut

o
ff Cakuni ' s bow . 86 And then h
e despatched his four steeds

to Yama ' s abode . Then Suva la ' s son , O bull of Bharata ' s

race , jumping down from his car , 87 quickly ascended the car

o
f

Uiuka . Then those two mighty car -warriors , viz . , sire and

son , both riding o
n the same car , 38 showered their arrows o
n

Pārtha like two risen clouds pouring torrents of rain o
n
a

mountain . The so
n

o
f

Pāndu then , piercing both those war
riors with keen shafts , 89 afflicted and caused thy troops to

fl
y away in hundreds and thousands . Like a mighty mass o
f

clouds dispersed o
n all sides b
y

the wind , 40 that army of thine ,

O monarch , was dispersed o
n all sides . Indecd , that host , O

chief o
f

the Bhāratas , thus slaughtered o
n that night , 41 fled

away in all directions , afflicted with fear and in the very sight

( o
f

their leaders ) . Many abandoning the animals they rode ,

others urging their animals to their greatest speed , 43 turned

* In thefirst line of 30 , Vânaganais and not Vánaganán is the true

reading . – T .
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back from the battle , inspired with fear , during that fierce

hour of darkness. Having vanquished thy warriors thus, 0
bull of Bharata 's race,43 Vāsudeva and Dhananjaya cheerfully

· blew their conchs.

“ Dhrishtadyumna , Omonarch , piercing Drona with three

arrows ,*4 quickly cut off the latter 's bowstring with a sharp
arrow . Throwing down that bow on the Earth , the heroic
Drona , that grinder of Kshatriyas,"s took up another that
was exceedingly tough and strong . Piercing Dhrishtadyumna

then with five arrows ,46 Drona pierced his driver also , O
bull of Bharata 's race , with five arrows . Checking Drona
with his arrows , the mighty car-warrior Dhrishtadyumna *?
began to destroy the Kaurava host like Maghavat destroying

the Asura army . During the slaughter of thy son 's army ,

O sire,48 a terrible river , having blood fo
r

it
s

current , began

to flow . And it ran between the two hosts , bearing away

men and steeds and elephants along it
s

current . And it

resembled , 0 king , the Vaitarani that flows , O lord , towards
the domains o

f

Yama . Agitating and routing thy army , the
valiant Dhrishtadyumna , so endued with great energy , blazed

forth like Cakra in themidst o
f

the celestials . Then Dhrishta
dyumna and Cikhandin blew their large conchs , 61 a

s

also the

twins (Nakula and Sahadeva ) , and Yuyudhāna , and Vrikodara

the son o
f

Pāndu . Having vanquished thousands o
f kings

o
n thy side that were endued with great energy , " those fierce

warriors , viz . , the Pāndavas , desirous o
f victory , uttered loud

leonine shouts , in the very sight o
f thy son and o
f

Karna a
n
d

the heroic Drona and Drona ' s so
n , O monarch ! " " S3

SECTION CLXXIII ,

“ Sanjaya said , — Beholding his own army routed while b
e

ing slaughtered b
y

those illustrious heroes , thy so
n , well

acquainted with words , O monarch , qujekly repairing unto

Karna and also Drona , that foremost o
f

a
ll

victors in battle ,

wrathfully said these words : 1 - 3 — This battle has been se
t

o
n

foot b
y

you two in rage , having seen the ruler o
f

the S
in .

dhus slain b
y

Savyasachin ! You are beholding with in
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difference the slaughter of my army by the forces of the

Pāndavas , although you two are fully competent to vanquish

those forces !* If you two now abandon me, you should have,

in th
e

beginning , told me of it ! - We two shall vanquish the
sons o

f Pāndu in battle ! - Even these were the words , y
e

givers o
f

honors , that y
e

then said unto me ! Hearing these

words o
f yours , I sanctiuned these proceedings . I would never

have provoked these hostilities with the Pārthas , - hostilities
that are so destructive o

f heroic combatants , ( if y
e

had told me
otherwise ) ! 5 - 6 If I do not deserve to be abandoned b

y

you two ,

y
e

bulls among men , then fight y
e according to the true

measure o
f your prowess , ye heroes endued with great prow

ess ! ? — Thus pierced with the goad of speech b
y thy son , those

two heroes once more engaged in battle , like two snakes vexed
with sticks . Then those two foremost of car -warriors , those
two bowmen above all bowmen in the world , rushed with speed
against the Parthas headed b

y

the grandson o
f Cini and b
y

others . Similarly the Pārthas , uniting together , and accom
panied b

y

all their troops , advanced against those two heroes ,
who were roaring repeatedly . " Then the great bowman Drona ,

that foremost o
f

all wielders o
f weapons , excited with rage ,

quickly pierced ( Satyaki ) that bull amongst the Cinis , with

te
n

arrows . " And Karna pierced him with te
n

arrows , and
thy son with seven , and Vrishasena pierced him with ten , and
Suvala ' s son with seven , ' ' In that impervious wall of Kaura
vas around the grandson of Cini , these also stationed themselves ,

encompassing him . Beholding Drona slaughtering the Pāndava
army in that battle , 18 the Somakas quickly pierced him from

every side with showers o
f arrows . Then Drona began to

take the lives o
f Kshatriyas , O monarch , " 4 like the Sun des

troying darkness around him b
y

his rays . We then heard , O

monarch , a loud uproar amongst the Pānchālas , who called
upon one another , while they were being slaughtered b

y

Drona . Some abandoning sons , some sires , some brothers ,

some uncles , some their sisters ' sons , some friends , some their
relatives and kinsmen , fled away with speed , fo

r

saving their
own lives . ' 5 – 17 Some , again , deprived o

f their sonses , ran
against Dronz himself . Indeed , many were the combatants of
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the Pandava army that were then despatched to the other

world . 18 Thus afflicted by that illustrious hero , the Pāndava
host, that night, o king , fled away , throwing down their blaz
ing torches all around ," in the very sight of Bhimasena and
Arjuna and Krishna and the twins and Yudhishthira and Pri
shata's son.30 The world being enveloped in darkness , nothing
could be seen . In consequence of the lights that were among
the Kaurava troops , the flight of the foe could be ascertained ."
Thosemighty car-warriors , vi

z
. , Drona and Karna , O king , pur

sued that Aying host , scattering numerous shafts . Seeing the
Pānchālas slaughtered and routed , Janārddana ,becoming cheer
less , said these words unto Phālguna , 2 Dhrishtadyumna and
Sātyaki , accompanied b

y

the Pānchālas , had proceeded against
those great bowmen , viz . , Drona and Karna , shooting many
shafts . 24 This large host of ours hath been broken and routed

( b
y

them ) with showers o
f

arrows . Though their flight is

sought to be checked , they are still incapable o
f being rallied ,

O son o
f Kunti ! 26 _ Beholding the host fly away , both Keçava

and Arjuna , addressing the troops , said , - Do not fl
y
away ,

through fear ! Y
e Pāndava warriors , cast away your fears * *

Accompanied b
y

a
ll

the forces and arraying them in good order ,
both o

f

u
s , with uplifted weapons , are even now proceeding

against Drona and the Suta ' s son fo
r

withstanding them ? ?

Then Janārddana , beholding Vrikodara advancing , once more
addressed Arjuna the son of Pāndu , as if for gladdening him ,

in these words : 28 — Yonder Bhima ,who taketh delight in battle ,

surrounded b
y

the Somakas and the Pāndavas , is coming
against those mighty car -warriors , viz . , Drona and Karna : *

Supported b
y

him , as also b
y

the many mighty ca
r
-warriors

among the Pāndavas , fight now , O son of Pāndu , fo
r

assuring

a
ll your troops ! * 30 — Then those two tigers among men , vi
z
. ,

the so
n

o
f

Pāndu and h
e o
f

Madhu ' s race , approaching Drona
and Karna , took u

p their station a
t

the head o
f

battle . ' s !

“ Sanjaya continued , — Then that vast force o
f Yudhishthira

* The second line o
f
3
0

is read differently in the Calcutta edition . In

consequence also o
f

some differences between the two printed editions ,

3
0 o
f

the Calcutta text is 32 of the Bombay text . - T .
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once more returned to battle , proceeding to the place where
Dröna and Karna were grinding their foes in battle ." Atdead
of night a fierce encounter took place , resembling that of two
oceans swelling at moon -rise.88 Then the warriors of thy army ,
throwing away from their hands the blazing lamps held by

them , fought with the Pandavas fearlessly and madly .84 On
that terrible night when the world was enveloped with gloom

and dust , the combatants fought with one another , guided only
by the names they uttered .95 The names uttered by the kings
contending in battle , were heard , O monarch , there, like to
what happens, 0 king , at a self-choice.36 Suddenly a silence
overspread the field of battle , and lasted for a moment . Then
again a loud uproar was heard made by the angry combatants ,

victors and vanquished .$? Thither where blazing lamps were
seen , O bull of Kuru 's race , thither rushed those heroes like
insects (towards a blazing fire ).38 And as the Pāndavas , O
king , and the Kauravas contended with each other in battle ,

the darkness of night thickened around them .' " 39

SECTION CLXXIV .

Sanjaya said , Then Karna , that slayer of hostile heroes,
beholding Prishata 's so

n

in battle , struck him o
n the chest

with ten shafts capable o
f penetrating into the very vitals . '

Dhrishtadyumna quickly pierced Karna in return , in that
great battle , with five shafts , and addressing h

im , said , — Wait !

- Wait ! _ Shrouding each other in that dreadful combat

with showers o
f arrows , O king , they once more pierced each

other with keen shafts sped from bows drawn to their fullest

stretch . Then Karna , in that battle , despatched to Yama ' s

abode the driver and the four steeds o
f

Dhrish tadyumna , that
foremost warrior among the Pānchālas . He then cut o

ff

his

enemy ' s foremost o
f bows with keen arrows , and felled , with

a broad -headed shaft , the latter ' s driver from his niche in th
e

ca
r
. The valiant Dhrishtadyumna , deprived of car , steeds ,

and driver , quickly jumped down from his car and took u
p

a

mace . Though struck all the while with straight shafts b
y

Karna , the Panchāla prince , approaching Karna , slew the four
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steeds of the latter.? Turning back with great speed , that
slayer of hosts , viz., the son of Prishata , quickly ascended the
car of Dhananjaya . Mounting upon that car, the mighty

car -warrior Dhrishtadyumna : desired to proceed towards Karna .
Dharma's son (Yudhishthira ), however , bade him desist.
Then Karna , endued with great energy, mingling his leonine
shouts with it, twanged his bow loudly , and blew his conch
with great force. Beholding Prishata 's son vanquished in
battle , those mighty ca

r
-warriors , 9 - 10 viz . , the Pānchālas and th
e

Somakas , excited with rage , and taking u
p

all kinds o
f wea

pons , proceeded ,making death itself their goal , towards Karna ,

from desire o
f slaughtering him . Meanwhile Karna ' s driver

had yoked other steeds unto his master ' s car , 1 - 10 that were
white a

s conchs , endued with great speed , of the Sindhu breed ,

and well -broken . Then Karna o
f

sure a
im , contending with

vigor , afflicted those mighty car -warriors among the Pānchālas
with h

is

shafts like a cloud pouring torrents o
f

rain upon a

mountain . The Pānchāla host , thus afflicted b
y

Karna , ! e - 14

fled away in fear , like a doe frightened b
y
a lion . Horsemen

were seen falling from their horses , and elephant -riders from
their elephants , O monarch , and car -warriors from cars , al

l
around . In that dreadful battle Karna cut o

ff with razor

.faced arrows the arms of flying combatants and heads decked
with ear -rings . And h

e

cut o
ff , O king , the thighs o
f

others

that were o
n elephants15 – 17 o
r

o
n the backs o
f

steeds o
r

o
n the

Earth , O sire ! Many mighty car -warriors , as they filed away ,

felt not their loss o
f

limbs or the injury to their anima ' s , in

that battle . Slaughtered with terrible shafts , the Pānchālas and
the Srinjayas ! 8 - 19 took the motion o

f

even a straw for Karna ,

( so great was their fright ) . Deprived of their senses , the war
riors took their flying friends for Karna and fled away from

these in fear . Karna pursued the broken and retreating host ,

O Bhārata , shooting his shafts o
n a
ll

sides . Indeed , in that
battle , the retreating warriors , deprived o

f

their senses , were
slaughtered in thousands . 20 - 33 The Pānchālas were incapable

o
f making a stand , while they were thus slaughtered with

mighty weapons b
y

Karna , that illustrious hero . " Others ,

only looked a
t b
y

Drona , filed away o
n a
ll

sides . Then king
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Yudhishthira , beholding his army flying away,”' and regarding
retreat to be advisable , addressed Phālguna and said , Behold
the mighty bowman Karna stationed there like Rudra himself
armed with his bow !85 Behold him scorching everything

around like the blazing Sun himself , at this fierce hour, this
dead of night ! These wails are being incessantly heard, o
Pārtha , of thy helpless friends who are uttering them ,mangled
by the shafts of Karna ! The manner in which Karna is
aiming and letting o

ff his shafts is such that n
o interval can

b
e

noticed between the two acts ! He will , O Pārtha , anni
hilate a

ll

our friends ! D
o

that now , O Dhananjaya , about the
slaughter o

f Karna , which , according to thy judgment , should
next b

e done and the time for which may have come !

Thus addressed ( b
y

Yudhishthira ) , Pārtha said unto Krish

n
a , * 6 - _ The royal son o
f

Dharma is frightened today a
t the

prowess o
f Karna ! When Karna ' s division is thus acting

(towards us ) repeatedly , do thou speedily adopt that course
which should now b

e adopted ! Our army is flying away ! O
slayer o

f

Madhu , our troops , broken and mangled with Drona ' s
shafts and frightened b

y

Karna , are unable to make a stand !

I see Karna careering fearlessly ! $ 0 - $ 8 Our foremost of car
warriors are flying away ! Karna is scattering his keen shafts .

I cannot , like a snake incapable o
f putting up with the tread of

a human being upon it
s body , bear to see him thus careering at

the head o
f battle , before my eyes , 0 tiger of Vrishni ' s race !

Proceed , therefore , to that spot where the mighty car -warrior
Karna is ! Either I will kill him , 0 slayer o

f Madhu , or lete
him slay me ! * 8

8 - 84

“ Vāsudeva said , I behold Karna , O so
n

o
f Kunti , that

tiger among men , that warrior of superhuman prowess , career
ing in battle like the chief o

f

the celestials himself ! 35 0

Dhananjaya , there is none else capable o
f advancing against

him in battle , save thee , O tiger among men , and the Rākshasa
Ghatotkacha 1

8
6

I do not , however , O sinless one , regard the
time to have come , O mighty -armed one , fo

r

thee to encounter

the Suta ' s so
n

in battle ! 87 The blazing dart , resembling a

* In the Bengal texts this is a triplet . - T .
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mighty meteor , given him by Vásava , is still with him , O thou

of mighty arms, kept for thee with care , by the Suta 's son 15%
He keepeth that dart by him , and hath now assumed a terrible
form ! As regards Ghatotkacha , he is always devoted to you

and desirous of your good !39 Let the mighty Ghatotkacha
proceed against the son of Rādhā ! Endued with the prowess

of a celestial , he has been begot by the mighty Bhima !* In

him are celestial weapons as also those used by Rākshasas and
Asuras . He will vanquish Karna . I have no doubt of it !*2
- Thus addressed (by Krishna ), the mighty -armed Pārtha of
of eyes like lotus petals summoned that Rākshasa . The latter
soon came before him ,42 clad in mail, and armed , o king ; with
sword , arrows , and bow . Saluting Krishna as also Dhananjaya

the son of Pāndu48 he proudly said , - Here I am , command
me ! - Then he of Daçārha 's race , addressed Hidimrā 's son ,
that Rūkshasa of blazingmouth and fiery eyes and body of the

hue of clouds , and said these words :44 _ Listen , O Ghatotkacka,

attend to what I say ! The time is come for the display of
thy prowess, and not of anybody else !45 Be thou the raft
in this battle to the sinking Pāndavas ! Thou hast diverse
weapons, and many kinds of Rūkshasa illusion *6 Behold ,
O so

n

o
f

Hidimvā , the army of the Pāndavas is being beaten

b
y

Karna o
n the field o
f battle like a herd o
f

kine b
y

the herds

man ! * 7 Yonder , the mighty bowman Karna , endued with
great intelligence and steady prowess , is scorching the fore
most o

f Kshatriyas among the divisions o
f the Pāndava host ! 48

Afflicted b
y

his fiery arrows the Pāndava warriors are incapable

o
f staying in front o
f that firm bowman who is shooting

showers o
f mighty shafts ! 49 AMicted a
t

dead o
f night by

the Suta ' s so
n

with his arrowy showers , the Pānchālas are fly
ing away like a herd of deer afflicted b

y
a lion . sº Except thee ,

O thou o
f

terrible prowess , there is none else that can with
stand the Suta ' s son who is thus engaged in battle ! 51 Aided

b
y

thy energy and might , do thou , O mighty -armed one ,

accomplish that which is worthy o
f thy own self , of thy mater

nal race , and of thy sires ! 52 It is even fo
r

this , O son o
f

Hidimvā , that men desire children , viz . , fo
r

being rescued

from difficulties ! Do thou now rescue thy kinsmen ! $ 3 0
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Ghatotkacha , sires desire sons for achieving their own ob

their sires both here and hereafter 15
4

Illustrious thou art , and
thy might in battle is terrible and unrivalled ! While contend
ing in battle , there is none equal to thee 1

5
6

O scorcher o
f

foes ,

b
e

thou the means b
y

which the Pāndavas who are routed b
y

Karna with his shafts this night , and who are now sinking in

the Dhārtarāshtra ocean , may safely reach the shore ! 56 A
t

night , Rālshasas again become endued with unlimited prowess ,

great might , and great courage ! They become ( at such a
n

Slay Karna in battle , at this dead o
f night , aided b
y

thy

illusions ! The Pārthas , with Dhrishtadyumna , will dispose

o
f

Drona ! 58 _

- " Sanjaya continued , — 'Hearing those words o
f Keçava ,

Vibhatsu also , O Kauravya , said these words unto that chasti

se
r

o
f

foes , viz . , the Rūkshasa Ghatotkachako : - 0 Ghatot
kacha , thyself , the long -armed Sātyaki , and Bhimasena the
son o

f

Pāndu , these three , in my judgment , are the foremost
ones among a

ll

our warriors ! 6 Go and encounter Karna in

single combat this night . The mighty car -warrior Sātyaki

will protect thy rear ! 62 Assisted b
y

the Sātwata hero , slay

the brave Karna in battle , as Indra in days o
f

old had slain

( the Asura ) Tāraka , aided b
y
(the celestial generalissimo )

Skanda 1
6
3
—

“ 'Ghatotkacha said , I am a match fo
r

Karna , as also for
Drona , 0 Bhārata , or fo

r

any illustrious Kshatriya accomplished

in weapons ! 63 This night I shall fight such a battle with the
Sutu ' s so

n

a
s will form the subject of talk a
s long a
s the world

lasts ļ6
4 Tonight I will spare neither the brave nor the timid

nor those that will with joined hands pray fo
r

quarter !

Following the Rākshasa usage , I shall slay all 16
5
_

" Sanjaya continued , — 'Having said these words , that slayer

o
f

hostile heroes , vi
z
. , the son of Hidimvā , rushed against

Karna in that dreadful fight , frightening thy troops . The
Suta ' s son , that tiger among men ,smilingly received that angry
warrior of blazing mouth and blazing locks . The battle then
that took place between Karna and that Rākshasa , both roaring
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against each other , o tiger among kings, resembled that
between Indra and Prahlāda (in days of yore )."”

SECTION CLXXV .
" Sanjaya said , — Beholding the mighty -armed Ghatotkacha ,

O king, proceeding towards the car of the Suta 's son , Karna ,

fo
r

slaughtering him in battle , ' thy son Duryodhana , address
ing Duscāsana , said these words : — That Rākshasa , seeing
the prowess o

f

Karna in battle , is speedily advancing against
him ! Resist that mighty ca

r
-warrior ! Surrounded b
y
a

mighty force proceed to that spot where the mighty : Karna ,

the so
n

o
f

Vikartana is contending with the Rākshasa in

battle ! O giver o
f

honors , surrounded b
y

troops and exerting

thyself vigorously , protect Karna in battle ! * Let not the
terrible Rālshasa slay Karna in consequence o

f

our careless

ness ! - - Meanwhile , O king , Jatāsura ' smighty son , that fore
most o

f

smiters , approaching Duryodhana , said unto him ,

O Duryodhana , commanded b
y

thee , I desire to slay , with
their followers , thy foes of celebrity , viz . , the Pāndavas , those
warriors incapable o

f being easily defeated in battle ! My
father was the mighty Jatāsura , that foremost o

f Rākshasas !

Formerly , 6 - 7 having performed some Rīkshasa -slaying incanta
tions , the despicable sons o

f Prithā siew h
im ! I desire to

worship my dead sire b
y

offering him the blood o
f

his foes ,

and their flesh also , O monarch ! It behoveth thee to grant

me permission ! — The king , thus addressed , became exceedingly
delighted , and said unto him repeatedly , ' - - Aided b

y

Drona
and Karna and others I am quite competent to vanquish my

foes ! Commanded , however , b
y

me , o Rākshasa , go thou to

battle and slay Ghatotkacha in the fight , that Rākshasa o
f

fierce deeds , born of man , ever devoted to the welfare o
f

the

Pāndavas , and always slaying our elephants and steeds and
car -warriors , 10 - 11 in battle , himself all the while staying in

the welkin ! O , despatch h
im to Yama ' s abode ! - Saying

S
o

b
e it , — and summoning Ghatotkacha to the fight , " Jatā

sura ' s son shrouded the son of Bhimasena with diverse kinds

o
f weapons . The son o
f

Hidim v
ă , however , alone and
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ưnsupported , began to grind Alamvusha and Karna and the
vast Kuru host , like a tempest crushing a mass of clouds .
Seeing then the power of (Ghatotkacha 's ) illusion , the Rākshasa
Alam vushal8–14 covered Ghatotkacha with showers of diverse

kinds of arrows. Having pierced Bhimasena 's son with many
shafts , Alamvusha ,'s without losing any time , began to

a Mict the Pāndava host with his arrows. Thus afflicted by
him , 0 Bhārata , the Pāndava troops ," at dead of night, broke
and fled away like clouds dispersed by a tempest. Similarly

thy host also , mangled with the shafts of Ghatotkacha,"? fled
away at dead of night, o king , in thousands , throwing down
their torches. Alamvusha then , excited with great wrath ,

struck Bhimasena 's son in that dreadful battle with many
shafts , like a guide striking an elephant . Then Ghatotkacha
cut off into minute fragments the car , the driver, and all

the weapons of his foe , and laughed frightfully . Then like

the clouds pouring torrents of rain on the mountains of Meru ,
Ghatotkacha poured showers of arrows on Karna , Alamvusha ,
and a

ll

the Kurus . Afflicted b
y

the Rākshasa , the Kuru host
became exceedingly agitated . 18 - 31 The four kinds of forces , of
which thy army consisted , began to press and crush one an
other . Then Jatāsura ' s son , carless and driverless , " s wrathfully
struck Ghatotkacha , in that battle , with his fists . Thus struck ,

Ghatotkacha trembledas like a mountain with it
s

trees and

creepers and grass a
t

the time o
f

a
n earthquake . Then

Bhimasena ' s son , mad with rage , raising his own fo
e
-slaying

arm that resembled a spiked mace , dealt a severe blow o
n

Jatāsura ' s so
n
. Crushing him then in rage , Hidimvā ' s son

quickly threw him down , 34 - 35 and seizing him with his two
arms h

e began to press him with great force upon the Earth .

Then Jatāsura ' s son , freeing himself from Ghatotkacha , 36

rose u
p

and assailed Ghatotkacha with great impetuosity ,

Alamvusha also , dragging and throwing down the Rākshasa
Ghatotkacha , in that battle , began to crush him in rage o

n the

surface o
f the Earth . The battle then that took place between

those two roaring and gigantic warriors , viz . , Ghatotkacha
and Alamvusha , became exceedingly fierce and made the hair
stand o

n

end . Endeavouring to prevail over each other b
y
.
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means of their powers of illusion , those proud warriors ,27-28
endued with great energy , fought with each other like Indra
and Virochana 's son . Becoming fire and the ocean , and once
more Garuda and Takshaka ,sº and once again a cloud and a
tempest , and then thunder and a large mountain , and once
again an elephant and a tiger , and then Rāhu and the Sun,
they thus displayed a hundred differents kinds of illusion ,

solicitous of destroying each other . Indeed , Alamvusha and
Ghatotkacha fought most wonderfully ,ea striking each other
with spiked clubs and maces and lances and mallets and axes

and short clubs andmountain -cliffs.* Riding on horseback or
on elephants, on foot or on ca

r , those foremost of Rākshasas ,

both endued with large powers o
f illusion , fought with each

other in battle . 84 Then Ghatotkacha , O king , desiring to slay

Alamvusha , soared aloft in rage and then alighted with great
quickness like a hawk . 85 Seizing then that gigantic prince o

f

Rikshusas , viz . , Alam vusha , who thus struggled with him ,

he pressed h
im down o
n the Earth like Vishnu slaying the

Asura ) Maya in battlé , 36 Taking a scimitar o
f

wonderful
appearance , Ghatotkacha o

f immeasurable prowess then cut off

from his trunk , Oking , his fierce and mighty foe ' s terrible
head that was still uttering awful roars . 37 - 38 Seizing that
blood -dyed head b

y

the hair , Ghatotkacha quickly proceeded

towards Duryodhana ' s car . * ' Approaching (the Kuru king ) ,

the mighty -armed Rikshasa , smiling the while , threw upon
Duryodhana ' s car that head with frightful face and hair . 40

Uttering then a fierce roar , deep a
s that of the clouds in the

season o
f rains , he addressed Duryodhana , O king , and said , ' 1

- This thy ally is now slain , - he , that is , whose prowess thou
hadst beheld ! Thou shalt see the slaughter o

f Karna again ,

and then thy own ! * * One that is observant o
f

these three ,

viz . ,morality , profit and pleasure , should never see with empty
hands a king , a Brāhmana , or a woman ! * * Live cheerfully
till that time when I slay Karna ! - Having said these words ,

he thon , O king , proceeded towards Karna , 44 shooting hundreds

o
f

keen arrows upon the head o
f

Karna . The battle then that

* It is fo
r

this that I se
e

thee with this head as a tribute . - T .
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took place between that human warrior and that Rākshasa ,

wis fierce and terrible , ( king , and exceedingly wonderful ," " 48

SECTION CLXXVI.

“ Dhritarăshtra said , — 'How , indeed , did that battle take
place when at dead of night Vikartana's son Karna and the
Rākshasa Ghatotkacha encountered each other ? What as

pect d
id that fierce Rākshasa then present ? What kind o
f

car did h
e

ride , and what was the nature o
f his steeds and

what o
f

h
is weapons ? What was the size o
f

his steeds , of

the standard o
f his car , and of his bow ? What was the kind

o
f

armour he wore , and what the head -gear h
e

had o
n
? Asked

by me , describe a
ll

this , fo
r

thou art skilled in narration ,

O Sanjaya ! ' 3

" Sanjaya said , — 'Of blood - red eyes , Ghatotkacha was of

gigantic form . His face was of the hue o
f copper . His belly

was low and sunk . The bristles o
n h
is body a
ll pointed upwards ,

His head was green , His ears were like arrows . His cheek
bones were high . His mouth was large , extending from ear

to ear . His teeth were keen , and four of these were high and
pointed . His tongue and lips were very long and of a coppery

hue . His brows were long -extending . His nose was thick . “

His body was blue , and neck red . Tall a
s

a hill , he was

terrible to behold . O
f gigantic frame , gigantic arms , and

gigantic head , he was endued with great might . “ Ugly and

o
f

hard limbs , the hair o
n his head was tied upwards in a

frightful shape . His hips were large and his navel was deep .

Of gigantic frame , the circumference o
f

his body , however ,

was not great . ' The ornaments o
n his arms were proportion

ate . Possessed o
f large powers o
f

illusion , he was decked also

in Angadas . He wore a cuirass o
n his breast like a circle o
f

fire o
n the breast o
f
a mountain . O
n

his head was a bright

and beautiful diadem made o
f gold , with every part propor

tionate and beautiful , and looking like a
n

arch . His e
a
r
-rings

were bright a
s

the morning Sun , and his garlands were made

o
f gold and exceedingly bright . He had o
n his body a gigan

tic armour o
f

brass o
f great effulgence . " His car was decked

72
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with a hundred tinkling bells , and on his standard wared
numerous blood -red banners. Of prodigious proportions, and of
the measure of a nalwa , that car was covered with bear -skins.''
Equipt with all kinds of mighty weapons , it possessed a tall
standard and was adorned with garlands having eight wheels ,
and it

s

clatter resembled the roar o
f

the clouds . " His steeds
were like infuriate elephants , and possessed o

f

red eyes ; of

terrible aspect , they were variegated in hue , and endued with
great speed and might . " Above al

l

fatigue , and adorned with
long manes , and neighing repeatedly , they bore that hero to

battle . 14 . A Rākshusa o
f

terrible eyes , fiery mouth ,and blazing
ear -rings , acted as his driver , holding the reins , bright as the
rays o

f the sun , of his steeds in battle . With that driver he

came to battle like Surya with h
is driver Aruna . Looking like

a high mountain encircled with a mighty cloud , " a very tall
standard , touching the heavens , was set u

p

o
n

his car . A

carnivorous and awful vulture of blood -red body perched o
n it . " ?

He came , forcibly drawing h
is

bow whose twang resembled
the thunder of Indra , and whose string was very hard , and
which measured a dozen cubits in length and one cubit in

breadth . * 18 Filling al
l

the points of the compass with shafts

o
f

the measure o
f

the Aksha o
f
a car , the Rākshasa rushed

against Karna on that night thatwas so destructive o
f

heroes . "

Staying proudly o
n his car , as he stretched his bow , the twang

that was heard resembled the sound o
f

the roaring thunder . ”

Frightened b
y

him , 0 Bhārata , all thy troops trembled like
the surging waves o

f

the ocean . Beholding that frightful
Rākshusa o

f

horrible eyes advancing against him , Rādhā ' s son ,

a
s
if smiling , withstood him speedily : 42 And Karna proceeded

against the smiting Rākshasa , smiting h
im in return from a

near point , like an elephant against an elephant or the leader of

a bovine herd against the leader o
f

another herd . 23 The collision
that took place between them ,ie , Karna and the Rākshasa ,

O king , became terrible and resembled that between Indra and
Camvara . “ Each taking a formidable bow o

f

loud twang struck

* An aratni is a cubit measuring from the elbow to the end o
f

the
little finger . - T .
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and covered the other with powerful shafts.25 With straight
shafts sped from bows drawn to their fullest stretch , they
mangled each other, piercing their coats of mail made of
brass . With darts of themeasure of Akshas, and shafts also ,
they continued to mangle each other, like a couple of tigers

or of mighty elephants with their teeth or tusks.27 Pierc
ing each other's body , aiming shafts at each other, scorching
each other with clouds of arrows, they became incapable of
being gazed at.3 With limbs pierced and mangled with shafts,

and bathed in streams of blood , they looked like two hills of
red chalk with rivulets running adown their breasts . ' Those
two mighty car -warriors, both struggling vigorously , both with
limbs pierced with keen -pointed shafts , and each mangling the
other , failed , however , to make each other tremble .30 For a
long time that nocturnal combat between Karna and the
Rākshisa , in which both seemed to sport ,making life itself tha
stake , continued equally . Aiming keen shafts and shooting
them to the utmost measure of h

is might , the twang o
f

Ghatotkacha ' s bow inspired both friends and foes with fear . * 3e
At that time , O king , Karna could not prevail over Ghatot
kacha . Seeing this , that foremost of all persons acquainted

with weapons , invoked into existence celestial weapons . 33 Be
holding a celestial weapon aimed a

t

him b
y

Karna , Ghatot
kacha , that foremost o

f

Rõkshasas , invoked into existence
his Rūkshasa illusion . 34 He was seen surrounded b

y
a large

force o
f

terrible -looking Rākshasas armed with lances and large

rocks and hills and clubs . 18
5

Beholding Ghatotkacha advanc
ing with amighty weapon uplifted ( in his hands ) like unto the
Destroyer himself o

f

all creatures armed with his fierce and
fatal club , al

l

thekings there were struck with fear . 86 Terrified

a
t

the leonine roars uttered by Ghatotkacha , the elephants
passed urine and all the combatants trembled with fear . 37

Then there fell on a
ll

sides a thick rain o
f

rocks and stones
poured incessantly b

y

the Rūkshasas , who had , in consequence

* Both readings , viz . , dsahtam and ūçaktan are correct . The former
means 'engaged ' ; the latter , " to themeasure of hi

s

might : - T .

+ The second line of 35 is read differently in the Bombay edition . - T .
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of midnight, become inspired with greater strength .* *8 Iron
wheels and Bhuçundis , and darts and lances and spears and
Çutaghnis and axes also began to fall incessantly ." Beholding

that fierce and terrible battle , all the kings, as also thy sons
and the other combatants , fled away in fear. Only one
amongst them , viz., Karna . proud of the power of his weapons ,

and feeling a noble pride, trembled not . Indeed ,with h
is

shafts

h
e destruyed that illusion invoked into existence b
y

Ghatot
kacha . " Beholding his illusion dispelled , Ghatotkacha , filled
with rage , began to shoot deadly shafts from desire o

f slaying

the Suta ' s so
n
. * 3 Those shafts , bathed in blood , piercing

through Karna ' s body in that dreadful battle , entered the Earth
like angry snakes . 43 Then the valiant so

n

o
f

the Suta , filled
with rage and possessed o

f great lightness o
f hands , prevailing

over Ghatotkacha , pierced the latter with ten shafts . * * Then
Ghatotkacha , thus pierced b

y

the Suta ' s son in his vital parts

and feeling great pain , took u
p
a celestial wheel having a thou

sand radii . " The edge of that wheel was sharp a
s
a razor .

Possessed o
f

the splendour o
f

the morning Sun , and decked
with jewels and gems , Bhimsena ' s son hurled that wheel at the
son o

f Adhiratha , desirous o
f making a
n

end o
f

the latter . "
That wheel , however , of great power and hurled also with
great might , was cut off into pieces b

y

Karna with his shafts ,

and fell down , bailed o
f

it
s object , like the hopes and purposes

o
f

a
n unfortunate man . * ? Filled with rage upon beholding his

wheel baffled , Ghatotkacha covered Karna with showers o
f

shafts like Rāhu covering the Sun . 48 The Suta ' s son , how
ever , endued with the prowess of Rudra o

r o
f Indra ' s younger

brother o
r o
f

Indra , fearlessly shrouded Ghatotkacha ' s car in

a moment with winged arrows . 49 Then Ghatotkacha , whirling

a gold -decked mace , hurled it a
t Karna . Karna , however ,

with h
is shafts , cutting it of
f , caused it to fall down . Then

soaring into the sky and roaring deep like a mass of clouds ,

the gigantic Rākshasa poured from the welkin a perfect

shower of trees . s ? Then Karna pierced with his shafts Bhima

* Rukshasds a
t

certain hours were believed to b
e inspired with great .

e
r strength . - T .
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sena's son in the sky , that Rākshasa acquainted with illu
sions, like the Sun piercing with his rays a mass of clouds.**
Slaying then all the steeds of Ghatotkacha , and cutting also
his car into a hundred pieces, Karna began to pour upon

h
im his arrows like a cloud pouring torrents o
f

rain . O
n

Ghatotkacha ' s body there was not even two fingers ' breadth

o
f space thatwas not pierced with Karna ' s shafts . Soon the

Rākshasa seemed to b
e like a porcupine with quills erect on his

body . 54 So completely was h
e shrouded with shafts that we could

not , in that battle , any longer see either the steeds or the car

o
r the standard o
f Ghatotkacha o
r

Ghatotkacha himself . 58 Des
troying then b

y

his own weapon the celestial weapon o
f Karna ,

Ghatotkacha , endued with the power of illusion , began to fight

with the Suta ' s son , aided b
y

his powers of illusion . 56 Indeed ,

h
e began to fight with Karna , aided b
y

his illusion and display

in
g

the greatest activity . Showers of shafts fell from a
n in

visible source from the welkin . 57 Then Bhimasena ' s son endued
with great powers o

f

illusion , O foremost of the Kurus , assumed

a fierce form , aided b
y

those powers , and began to stupify the

Kauravas , O Bhārata ! 88 The valiant Rākshasa , assuming many

fierce and grim heads , began to devour the celestial weapons

o
f

the Suta ' s son . 59 Soon again , the gigantic Rākshasa , with

a hundred wounds o
n

h
is body seemed to lie cheerlessly and a
s

if dead , on the field . co The Kaurava bulls then , regarding

Ghatotkacha dead , uttered loud shouts ( o
f
jo
y
) . Soon , however ,

h
ewas seen o
n a
ll

sides , careering in new forms . Once more

h
e

was seen to assume a prodigious form , with a hundred heads
and a hundred stomachs , and looking like the Maināka moun
tain . * 66 Once again , becoming small about the measure o

f the

thumb , hemoved about transversely o
r

soared aloft like the
swelling surges of the se

a
. 68 Tearing through the Earth and

rising o
n the surface , he dived again into the waters . Once seen

from the welkin , he was seen standing , clad in mail , on a car
decked with gold , having wandered through Earth and sky and
all the points o

f the compass , aided b
y

his powers o
f

illusion . “

* Maināka , the so
n

o
f Himavat , has a hundred heads . — T .
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Approaching then the vicinity of Karna 's car, Ghatotkacha ,
with his ear-rings waving , fearlessly addressed the Suta 's so

n ,

O monareh , and said , “ 6 — Wait a little , 0 Suta ' s son ? Whither
shalt thou g

o

with life , avoiding me ! I shall today , on th
e

field o
f battle , quell thy desire o
f fight ! 67 — Having said those

words , that Rākshasa of cruel prowess and eyes re
d

like copper

in wrath , soared aloft into the sky and laughed aloud . " Like

a lion smiting a prince o
f elephants , he began to strike Karna ,

pouring upon him a shower o
f

shafts , each o
f

the measure o
f

the Aksha o
f
a car . Indeed , he poured that arrowy shower

upon Karna ,that bull among ca
r
-warriors , like a cloud pouring

torrents o
f

rain o
n
a mountain . Karna destroyed that shower

o
f

arrows from a distance . ' Beholding his illusion destroyed
by Karna , O bull of Bharata ' s race , Ghatotkacha once more
created a

n illusion and made himself invisible . ” H
e

became

a high mountain with inany summits and abounding with ta
ll

trees . And from that mountain incessantly issued streams of

lances and spears and swords and clubs . Seeing that moun
tain , which resembled a mighty mass o

f antimony , with it
s

streams of fierce weapons , on the welkin , Karna was n
o
t

a
t a
ll

agitated . ? : Smiling the while , Karna invoked into existence a
celestial weapon . Cut off with that weapon , that huge moun

tain was destroyed . ? 4 Then the fierce Ghatotkacha , becoming

a blue cloud with a rainbow , in the welkin , began to pour upon
the Suta ' s so

n

a shower o
f stones . " Vikartana ' s son Karna ,

who was called also Vrisha , that foremost of al
l

persons

acquainted with weapons , aiming a Vāyavya weapon , destroyed
that dark cloud . " Then covering al

l

the points o
f

the compass

with innumerable shafts , he destroyed a weapon that had been
aimed a

t

h
im b
y

Ghatotkacha . ? ? The mighty so
n

o
f

Bhimasena

then , laughing aloud in that battle , once more invoked into
existence a

n a
ll -powerful illusion against the mighty car -warrior

Karna . 78 Once more beholding that foremost of warriors , viz . ,

Ghatotkacha , fearlessly approaching him surrounded b
y
a large

number o
f Rākshasas ? ' that resembled lions and tigers a
n
d

infuriate elephants in prowess , some riding o
n elephants , some

o
n cars , and some on horse -back , sº al
l

armed with diverse weap

ons and clad in diverse kinds o
fmail and diverse kinds of orna
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ments , in fact , beholding Ghatotkacha surrounded by those
fierce Rākshasas like Vasava by the Maruts,8: the mighty bow
man Karna began to battle with him fiercely . Then Ghatot
kacha , piercing Karna with five shafts ,az uttered a terrible roar ,

frightening a
ll

the kings . Once more shooting a
n Anjalika

weapon , Ghatotkacha quickly cut of
f

the bow in Karna ' s hand
along with the arrowy shower the latter had shot . Karna
then , taking out another bow that was strong and capable of

bearing a great strain and that was a
s large a
s

Indra ' s bow ,

drew it with great force . Then Karna sped some foe -slay

in
g

shafts o
f

golden wings a
t those sky -ranging Rākshasas .

Amicted with those shafts , that large force of broad -chested
Rākshasa 585 - 86 looked agitated like a herd o

f

wild elephants

allicted b
y
a lion . Destroying with his shafts those Rāksh

asas along with their steeds and drivers and elephants , 87 the
puissant Karna looked like the divine Agni consuming all
creatures a

t

the time of the universal dissolution . Having des
troyed that Rākshasa host , the Sutu ' s son88 looked resplen
dent like the god Maheçwara in heaven after having consumed

the tripple city ( o
f

the Asuras ) . Among those thousands o
f

kings o
n the Pāndava side , O sire , so there was not a single

one , O monarch , that could even look at Karna then , save the
mighty Ghatotkacha , that prince of Rūkshasas , who was en

dued with terrible energy and strength , and who , inflamed with
rage , then looked like Yama himself . From his eyes , excited

a
s

h
e then was with wrath , flames of fire seemed to emanate ,

like blazing drops o
f

o
il

from a couple o
f burning brands . 90 - 91

Striking his palm against palm and biting his nether lipsa

the Rākshasa was once more seen o
n
a car that had been creat

e
d b
y

his illusion , and unto which were yoked a number o
f

asses looking like elephants and having the faces o
f

Piçãchas . 98

Excited with wrath , he addressed his driver , saying , - Bear me
towards the Suta ' s son ! — Then that foremost of car -warriors pro
ceeded o

n that terrible -looking car o
f

his , ' * for once more fighting

a single combat with the Sutu ' s son , O king ! The Rākshasa ,

excited with rage , hurled at the Suta ' s son ' s an Açani of Rudra ' s

workmanship , terrible and furnished with eight wheels . Karna ,

placing h
is

bow o
n h
is car , jumped down o
n the Earth and seiz
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ing that Açani' hurled it back at Ghatotkacha . The latter ,
however , had quickly descended from his car (before the weapon
could reach it). The Açani, meanwhile, of great effulgence,
having reduced the Rākshasu 's car to ashes, with it

s

steeds ,

driver , and standard , " ? piercing through the Earth , disappeared
within it

s

bowels , atwhich the gods were a
ll

filled with wonder .

Then a
ll

creatures applauded Karna , " who , having jumped
down from his ca

r , had seized that Açani . Having achieved
that feat , Karna oncemore ascended his car . 99 The Suta ' s son ,

that scorcher o
f

foes , then began to shoot his shafts . Indeed ,

( ) giver o
f

honors , there is none else amongst all living crea
tures who can accomplish what Karna accomplished in that

frightful battle . Struck b
y

Karna with shafts like a mountain

with torrents o
f

rain , ' 00 - 10
1

Ghatotkacha once more disappeared

from th
e

view like the melting forms of vapour in the sky ,

Contending in this way , the gigantic Rikshasa , that slayer

o
f

foes , destroyed the celestial weapons o
f Karna b
y

means

o
f

his activity a
s

also his power o
f

illusion . Seeing his weapons
destroyed by the Rākshasa aided b

y

his powers of illusion , ' 03 - 3

Karna ,without being inspired with fear , continued to fight with

the cannibal . Then , O monarch , themighty son o
f Bhimasena ,

excited with wrath , ' ' 4 divided his own self into many parts ,
frightening a

ll

the mighty ca
r
-warriors ( of the Kuru army ) .

Then there came on the field o
f

battle lions , and tigers , and
hyenas , ios and snakes with fiery tongues , and birds with iron
beaks . A

s regards Ghatotkacha himself , struck with the keen
arrows that were sped from Karna ' s bow , 10

6

that huge Rīkshasa ,

looking like (Himvata ) the prince o
f

mountains , disappeared
there and then . Then many Rākshasas and Piçachas and
Yātudhānas , 10

7

and large number o
f

wolves and leopards , of

fightful faces , rushed towards Karna fo
r

devouring him . "

These approached the Suta ' s son , uttering fierce howls fo
r fright

ening him . Karna pierced every one o
f

those monsters with
many swift -winged and terrible shafts that drank their blood .

A
t

last , using a celestial weapon h
e destroyed that illusion o
f

the Rākshasa . 10
9
– 1
0 He then , with some straight and fierce

shafts , struck the söeeds of Ghatotkacha . These , with broken
and maimed limbs , and their backs cut b
y

those shafts , " fell
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down on the Earth , in the rery sight of Ghatotkacha . The son
of Hidimvā , seeing his illusion dispelled , once more made him
self invisible , saying unto Karna the son of Vikartana , - I will
presently compass thy destruction !- ' " 13

8

SECTION CLXXVII .

" Sanjaya said , - During the progress of that battle between
Karna and the Rākshasa , the valiant Alāyudha , that prince of

Rūkshasas , appeared ( on the field ) . ' Accompanied b
y
a large

force , he approached Duryodhana . Indeed , surrounded bymany
thousands of frightful Rākshasase o

f diverse forms and endued

with great heroism , he appeared ( on the field ) , recollecting his

o
ld quarrel (with the Pāndavas ) . His kinsman , the valiant

Vaka , who ate Brāhmanas , as also Kirmira of great energy , and
his friend Hidimva , had been slain ( b

y

Bhima ) . He had wait

e
d for a long time , brooding over h
is

o
ld quarrel . 5 - 4 Learning

now that a nocturnal battle was raging , he came , impelled by

the desire o
f slaying Bhima in fight , like an infuriate elephant

o
r

a
n angry snake . Desirous of battle , he addressed Duryo

dhana and said , - It is known to thee , O monarch , how my kins
men , the Rakshasas Vaka and Kirmira and Hidimva ,have been

slain b
y

Bhima . What shall I say more , the virgin Hidimvā
was formerly deflowered b

y

h
im , 6 - 2 disregarding u
s

and the

other Rākshasus ! I am here , O king , to slay that Bhima with
all his followers , steeds , cars , and elephants , as also that son of

Hidim v
à

with his friends ! Slaying today a
ll

the sons o
f

Kunti , with Vāsudeva and others that walk before them , I will
devour them with a

ll

their followers ! Command all thy troops

to desist from battle . Wewill fightwith the Pāndavas ! _ 8 - 10

“ 'Hearing these words o
f his , Duryodhana became very

glad . Surrounded b
y

h
is

brothers , the king , accepting the
words of the Rākshasa , said , " — Placing thee with thine in the

van , we will fight with the fo
e
! My troops will not stand a
s

indifferent spectators since their enmity has not cooled ! ' ?

That bullamongst Rākshasas , saying — Let it be so — unto the
king , speedily proceeded against Bhima , accompanied b

y

h
is

cannibal force . ' 3 Endued with a blazing form , Alāyudha rode

7
3
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a ca
r

possessed o
f the effulgence o
f

the Sun . Indeed , O

monarch , that car o
f

his was similar to Ghatotkacha ' s car . "

The rattle also o
f Alāyudha ' s ca
r

was as deep a
s

that o
f

Ghatotkacha ' s , and it was decked with many arches . That
Jarge car was covered with bear -skins , and it

s

measure was a

nalwa . ' His steeds , like those of Ghatotkacha , were endued
with great speed , resembled elephants in shape , and had th

e

voice o
f

asses . Subsisting o
n flesh and blood , and gigantic in

size , a hundred of them were yoked unto h
is

vehicle . Indeed ,

the rattle of his car , like that o
f Ghatotkaeba ' s was deep a
s

the roar o
f
a large cloud . His bow to
o , like that of his riral ,

was large and strong , and it
s string was a
s

hard . His shafts
also , winged with gold and whetted o

n stone , were as large a
s

Ghatotkacha ' s , being of the measure o
f

Akshas . The heroic
Alayudha was a

s mighty -armed a
s

Ghatotkacha , ' and the
standard o

f

his car , endued with the splendour o
f the Sun o
r

fire , was , like Ghatotkacha ' s , perched upon by vultures and
ravens . In form he was more handsome than Ghatotkacha , and

his face , agitated (with wrath ) , looked blazing . With blazing
Angadas and blazing diadem and garlands , decked with floral
wreaths and head -gear and sword , armed with mace and Bhu
çundis and short clubs and ploughs and bow and arrows , and
with skin black and hard a

s that o
f

the clephant , riding

o
n that ca
r

possessed o
f

the splendour o
f

fire , he looked , while
employed in afficting and routing the Pāndava host , like a

roving cloud in the welkin , decked with flashes o
f lightning . "

( A
s Alāyudha came to battle ) , the principal kings o
f the

Påndava army , endued with great might , and armed with

( sword and ) shield , and clad in mail , engaged in fight , o king ,

with joyous hearts . " " ?

SECTION CLXXVIII .

" Sanjaya said , — Beholding Alāyudha of terrible deeds come

to battle , al
l

the Kauravas became filled with delight . ' Simi
larly thy sons having Duryodhana fo

r

their head , (were filled
with delight ) like raftless men desirous o
f crossing the ocean

when thy meet with a raft . Indeed , the kings in the Kuru
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army then regarded themselves as persons reborn after death .*
They a

ll
offered a respectful welcome to Aläyudha . Dur

ing the progress o
f that terrible and superhuman battle be

tween Karna and the Rākshasa a
t night , - & battle which

though fierce was yet delightful to behold , the Panchālas
with all the other Kshatriyas smilingly looked o

n a
s spectators .

Meanwhile , thy soldiers , 0 king , though protected ( b
y

their
leaders ) a

ll

over the field , ' and Drona and Dronas son and
Kripa and others , uttered loud wails , saying , - All is lost !

- Indeed , beholding those feats of Hidimvā ' s son o
n the field

o
f

battle , all thy warriors were agitated with fear , and utter
ing cries of woe became almost deprived o

f
their senses . Thy

troops , O king , al
l

became hopeless o
f Karna ' s life . Then

Duryodhana , beholding Karna fallen into great distress , sum
moned Aläyudha and said unto him : * _ Yonder Vikartana ' s son
Karna is engaged with the son of Hidimvā , and is accomplish
ing such feats in battle a

s are worthy of his might and prowess ! !

Behold those brave kings slain b
y

the son o
f Bhimasena ,

struck with diverse kinds of weapons (and lying o
n the field )

like trees broken by a
n elephant ! " " Amongst a
ll my royal

warriors , le
t

this be thy share in this battle , allotted b
y

me ,

with thy permission , o hero ! Displaying thy prowess , slay
thou this Rākshasa ! " O crusher o

f

foes , see that this wretch ,

viz . , Ghatotkacha , may not , relying o
n his powers o
f

illusion ,

slay Karna the son of Vikartana before thou finishest him ! "

Thus addressed b
y

the king , that Rakshasa o
f

fierce prowess

and mighty arms , saying , - So be it - rushed against Ghatot
kacha . " Then Bhimasena ' s son , o lord , abandoning Karna ,

began to grind his advancing fo
e

with his arrows . ' * The battle
then that took place between those angry Rakshasa princes ,

resembled that between two infuriate elephants in the forest
fighting for the sake o

f

the same she -elephant in her season . ' s

Freed then from the Rakshasa , Karna , that foremost of car
warriors , rushed against Bhimasena , riding o

n his car o
f

solar
effulgence . Beholding Ghatotkacha engaged with Alāyudha

in battle and afflicted like the leader o
f
a bovine herd when

* I . e , they thought they obtained a new lease o
f

life . - T . ,
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engaged with a lion , Bhima, that foremost of smiters , disre
garding the advancing Karna , rushed towards Alāyudha , ri

d

ing o
n his car o
f

solar effulgence , and scattering clouds o
f

shafts . " 7 – 18 Seeing Bhima advance , Alāyudha , 0 lord , aban
doning Ghatotkacha , proceeded against Bhima himself . ' Then
Bhima , that exterminater of Rākshasas , impetuously rushed
towards him , O lord , and covered that prince of Rākshasas with
shafts . 20 Similarly Alāyudha , that chastiser o

f

foes , repeatedly

covered the son o
f Kunti with straight shafts whetted o
n

stone . All the other Rūkshasas also , of terrible forms and
armed with diverse weapons , solicitous o

f

the victory o
f thy

sons , rushed against Bhimasena . The mighty Bhimasena ,

thus assailed b
y

them , pierced each o
f

them with five whetted

shafts . * Then those Rākshasas ofwicked understanding , thus
received b

y

Bhimasena , uttered loud wails and fled away o
n a
ll

sides . 24 The mighty Rākshasa , beholding his followers fright
ened b

y

Bhima , rushed impetuously against Bhima and covered
him with shafts . 25 Then Bhimasena , in that battle , weakened
his foe b

y

means o
f many keen -pointed arrows . Amongst those

arrows sped a
t

him by Bhima , .Alāyudha speedily cut off some
and seized others in that battle . Then Bhima of terrible
prowess , looking steadily a

t

that prince o
f

Rakshasas , 16 - 37 hurl

e
d a
t

h
im with great force a mace endued with the impetu

osity o
f

the thunder . That mace , coursing towards him like

a flame of fire , 28 the cannibal struck with a mace o
f his own ,

whereupon the latter (baming the former ) proceeded towards

Bhima . Then the son o
f Kunti covered that prince of Rāksha

8
a
s

with showers o
f

shafts . " The Rūkshasa , with his own
keen shafts , baffled all those shafts of Bhima . Then a

ll

those

Rūkshasa warriors , of terrible forms , (rallying and returning

to battle ) , 50 at the command o
f their leader , began to slay the

elephants ( of Bhima ' s force ) . The Pānchālas and the Srinjayas ,

the steeds and hiige elephants ( o
f

Bhima ' s army ) , s ' exceedingly
afficted b

y

the Rākshasas , becamemuch agitated . Beholding

that terrible battle , 32 ( fought between Bhima and the Rāksh
asas ) Vāsudeva that foremost of men , addressing Dhananjaya ,

said these words : — Behold , the mighty -armed Bhima is suc
cumbing to that prince o

f

Rākshasas ! * Quickly proceed in
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Bhima's wake , without thinking of anything else , O son of
Pāndu ! Meanwhile , let Dhrishtadyumna and Cikhandin , and
Yudhāmanyu and Uttamaujas ,34 these mighty car -warriors ,
uniting with the sons of Draupadi , proceed against Karna !
Let Nakula and Sahadeva and the valiant Yuyudhāna ,35 O son of
Pāndu, at thy command , slay the other Rākshasas ! As regards

thyself , O mighty -armed one, do thou resist this division hav
ing Drona at its head ! O thou of mighty arms , great is the
danger that threatens us now ! - -After Krishna had said so ,
those foremost of car -warriors , as commanded ,36–37 proceeded
against Karna the son of Vikartana, and against the other
Rūkshasas (fighting for the Kurus). Then with some shafts
resembling snakes of virulent poison and sped from his bow
drawn to it

s

fullest stretch , 98 the valiant prince o
f

Rākshasas

cut o
ff Bhima ' s bow . The mighty cannibal next , in the

very sight o
f

Bhima , O Bhārata , slew the latter ' s steeds and
driver with some whetted shafts . Steedless and driverless ,

Bhima , descending from the terrace o
f his car , 39 - 40 uttered a

loud roar and hurled a heavy mace a
t

his fo
e . That heavy

mace , as it coursed impetuously towards him with a terrible

sound , 1 the mighty cannibal baffled with a mace of his own ,

The latter then uttered a loud roar . Beholding that mighty
and terrible feat o

f

that prince o
f

Rākshasas , 42 Bimasena , filled
with jo

y
, seized another fierce mace . The battle then that took

place between that human warrior and that Rākshasu , became
dreadful . 43 With the clash of their descending maces , the Earth
trembled violently . Casting aside their maces , they once more
encountered each other . 44 They struck each other with their

clenched fists falling with the sound o
f

thunder . Excited with
rage , they encountered each other with car -wheels , and yokes ,

and Akshas and Adhishthānas , and Upaskaras , in fact , with
anything that came in their way . Encountering each other thus
and both covered with blood , they looked like a couple o

f in

furiate elephants o
f gigantic size . Then Hrishikeça , ever de

voted to the good o
f

the Pāndavas , beholding that combat ,

despatched Hidimvā ' s son fo
r

protecting Bhimasena . ' " 46 - 47
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SECTION CLXXIX .

" Sanjnya said ,— Seeing Bhima in that battle assailed by the
cannibal , Vāsudeva , approaching Ghatotkacha , said unto him
these words :'— Behold , O mighty -armed one, Bhima is power
fully assailed by the Rākshasas in battle, in the very sight of

a
ll

the troops and o
f thyself , O thou of great splendour ! "

Abandoning Karna fo
r

the present , quickly slay Alāyudha , O

mighty -armed one ! Thou canst afterwards slay Karna ! — Hear
ing these words o

f

him o
f Vrishni ' s race , the valiant Ghatot

kacha , abandoning Karna , encountered Alāyudha , that prince

o
f

cannibals and brother o
f Vaka . The battle then that took

place a
t night between those two cannibals , viz . , Alāyudha

and so
n

o
f Hidimvā , became fierce and dreadful , O Bhārata . "

Meanwhile the mighty car -warrior Yuyudhāna , and Nakula ,

Sahadeva , pierced with keen shafts the warriors o
f Alāyudha ,

viz . , those terrible -looking and heroic Rākshasas , who , armed
with bows , were rushing impetuously at them . 6 - 7 The diadem
decked Vibhatsu , O king , in that battle , shooting his arrows

o
n

a
ll

sides , began to overthrow many foremost o
f Kshatriyas .

Meanwhile Karna , O king , in that battle , agitated many kings

b
y

Dhrishtadyumna and Cikhandin and others . ' Beholding
them slaughtered ( b

y

Karna ) , Bhima of terrible prowess rushed
speedily towards Karna , shooting his shafts in that battle . '

mighty car -warrior Sātyaki , having slain the Rūkshasas , pro
ceeded to that place where the Suta ' s son was . " All o

f

them

then began to fightwith Karna , while the Pānchālas encoun
tered Drona . Then Alāyudha , excited with rage , struck
Ghatotkacha , that chastiser o

f foes , on the head , with a gigan
Parigha . With the stroke of that Parigha , the mighty son

o
f

Bhimasena , 12 - 18 endued with great prowess , seemed to be in

a state o
f partial -swoon and sat down motionless . Recovering

foe a gold -decked mace adorned with a hundred bells and looking
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like a blazing fire. Hurled forcibly by that achiever of fierce
feats , thatmace crushed into pieces the steeds, the driver , and

the loudly rattling car of Alāyudha . Having recourse to illu
sion , the latter then jumped down from that car of his, whose
steeds and wheels and Akshas and standard and Kuvara had a

ll

been crushed into pieces . Relying o
n his illusion , he poured

a copious shower o
f

blood . 14 - 17 The sky then seemed to be

overspread with a mass o
f black clouds adorned with flashes o
f

lightning . A thunder -storm was then heard , accompanied with
loud reports and loud roars o

f clouds . 18 Loud sounds also o
f

chat , chat , were heard in that dreadful battle . Beholding that

illusion created b
y

the Rākshasa Alāyudha , the Rākshasa

Ghatotkacha , ' ' soaring sloft , destroyed it by means of his own
illusion . Endued with powers o

f

illusion , Alāyudha , behold
ing his own illusion destroyed b

y

that o
f

his foe , ' began to

pour a heavy shower o
f stones o
n Ghatotkacha . That terrible

shower o
f

stones , the valiant Ghatotkacha dispelled by means

o
f
a shower o
f

arrows . They then ·rained o
n

each other

diverse weapons * 1 - 23 such a
s

iron Parighas and spears and

maces and short clubs and mallets , and Pinākas and swords
and lances and long spears and Kampanas , as and keen shafts

both long and broad -headed , and arrows and disci and battle
axes , and Ayagudas and short arrows , and weapons with
heads like those o

f

kine , and Ulukhalas . 24 And they struck
each other , tearing u

p

many kinds of large -branched trees such

a
s Çami and Pilu and Karira and Champaka , O Bhārata ,

and Ingudi and Vadari and flowering Kovidāra and Palkça
and Arimeda and Plaksha and banian and peepul , and also
with diverse mountain -summits decked with diverse kinds o

f

metals . 35 - 37 The clash o
f

those trees and mountain -summits

became very loud like the roar o
f riving thunder . Indeed , the

battle that took place between Bhima ' s son and Alāyudha was ,

O king , dreadful in the extreme , a8 like that in days o
f

o
ld ,

O monarch , between Vāli and Sugriva , those two princes
among monkeys . They struck each other with shafts and
diverse other kinds of fierce weapons , as also with sharp scimi
tars . Then themighty Rākshasas , rushing against each other ,

seized each other b
y

the hair , 28 - 30 And , O king , those two gigan

rese
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tic warriors , with many wounds on their bodies and blood and
sweat trickling adown, looked like two mighty masses of clouds
pouring rain . Then rushing with speed and whirling the
Rākshasa on high and dashing him down , Hidim vā 's son cut

o
ff his large head . Then taking that head decked with a pair

o
f

e
a
r
-rings , the mighty Ghatotkacha uttered a loud roar . "

Beholding the gigantic brother o
f

Vaka , that chastiser of foes ,

thus slain , the Pānchālas and the Pāndavas began to utter

leonine shouts . 84 Then , upon the fall of the Rākshasa , the
Pāndavas beat and blew thousands o

f

drums and ten thousands

o
f

conchs . 85 That night then clearly indicated the victory o
f

the Pāndavas . Illumined with torches a
ll

around , and resound
ing with the noise o

f

musical instruments , the night looked
exceedingly resplendent . 36 The mighty son o

f

Bhimasena

threw down the head o
f

the slain Alāyudha before Duryo

dhana . 87 Duryodhana , beholding the heroic Alāyudha slain ,

became , 0 Bhārata , filled with anxiety , with all his troops , 5

Alāyudha , having come to Duryodhana o
f

his own accord

remembering his former quarrel , had said unto him that h
e

would slay Bhima in battle . ' The Kuru king had regarded
Bhima ' s slaughter to b

e

certain , and had believed that his
brothers would a

ll

b
e long - lived . 40 Beholding that Alāyudha

slain b
y

Bhimasena ' s son , the king regarded Bhima ' s Fow (about
the slaughter of himself and his brothers )already fulfilled . " " 41

SECTION CLXXX .

" Sanjaya said , — 'Having slain Alāyudha , the Rakshasa
Ghatotkacha became filled with delight . Standing a

t the head

o
f

the army h
e began to utter diverse kinds o
f shouts . ? Hear

ing those loud roars o
f

his that made elephants tremble , a great

fear , O monarch , entered into the hearts o
f thy warriors . :

Beholding the mighty son o
f

Bhimasena engaged with Alāyu

dha , the mighty -armed Karna rushed against the Pānchālas .

He pierced Dhrishtadyumna and Cikhandin , each with ten
strong and straight shafts sped from his bow drawn to its full
est stretch . With a number o
f

other powerful shafts , the
Sutu ' s son then made Yudhāmanyu and Uttamaujas , and the
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great car-warrior Sātyaki, to tremble . The bows of those
warriors also ,Oking , while they were engaged in striking

Karna from all sides, were seen to be drawn into circles. On
that night, the twang of their bowstrings and the rattle of their
car -wheels, (mingling together ) became loud and deep as the
roar of the clouds at the close of summer.” That nocturnal
battle, O monarch , resembled a gathering mass of clouds.
The twang of bowstrings and the rattle of car-wheels constitu
ted it

s

roar . The bows ( of warriors ) constituted it
s lightning

flashes ; and showers of shafts formed it
s downpour o
f

rain ,

Standing immovable like a hill and possessed o
f

the strength

o
f
a prince o
f mountains , that grinder of foes , viz . , Vikartana ' s

son Karna , O king , destroyed that wonderful shower o
f

arrows

shot at him . ' Devoted to the good o
f thy sons , the high -souled

Vaikartana , in that battle , began to strike his foes with lances
endued with the force o

f

thunder , and with whetted shafts
equipt with beautiful wings of gold . " Soon the standards o

f

some were broken and cut down b
y

Karna , and the bodies o
f

others pierced and mangled b
y

him with keen arrows ; and soon
some were deprived o

f

drivers , and some of their steeds . "

Exceedingly afflicted b
y

the Suta ' s son in that battle , many o
f

them entered the force o
f

Yudhishthira . Beholding them broken
and compelled to retreat , Ghatotkacha becamemad with rage . "

Mounted o
n that excellent ca
r

o
f

his that was decked with
gold and jewels , he uttered a loud leonine roar , and approach
ing Vikartana ' s son Karna , pierced him with shafts endued
with the force of thunder . 18 Both o

f

them began to cover the

welkin with barbed arrows , and cloth -yard shafts , and frog
faced arrows , and Nalikas , and Dandas , and Açanis , and

arrows bearing heads like the calf ' s tooth o
r the boar ' s ca
r , and

broad -headed shafts , and shafts pointed like horns , and others
bearing heads like razors . 14 The welkin , covered with that
arrowy shower , looked , in consequence o

f

those gold -winged
shafts o

f blazing splendour coursing horizontally through it ,

a
s if hung with garlands of beautiful flowers . 16 . Each endued

with prowess equal to that o
f

the other , they struck each other
equally with powerful weapons . None could , in that battle ,

find any mark o
f superiority in either o
f

those excellent

74
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heroes ." Indeed , that battle between the son of Surya and
Bhima 's son , characterised by a thick and heavy shower of
weapons, looked exceedingly beautiful and presented almost an
unrivalled sight like the fierce encounter between Rāhu and
Surya in the welkin .” ?
" Sanjaya continued ,— When Ghatotkacha , O king , that fore

most of a
ll persons conversant with weapons , found that he could

not prevail over Karna , he invoked into existence a fierce and
mighty weapon . With that weapon , the Rākshasa first slex
the steeds o

f

Karna and then the latter ' s driver . Having achier

e
d that feat , Hidim v
ā ' s son quickly made himself invisible . ' * *

"Dhritarāshtra said , — When that Rākshasa fighting b
y

deceitful means thus disappeared , tell me , O Sanjaya , what
did the warriors o

fmy army think ? ' 80

" Sanjaya said , - Seeing the Rākshasa disappear , all the
Kauravas loudly said , — Appearing next , the Rākshasa , fighting
deceitfully , will certainly slay Karna ! * ? — Then Karna , endued
with wonderful lightness in the use o

f weapons , covered a
ll

sides with showers o
f

shafts . The welkin being covered with
the darkness caused b

y

that thick arrowy shower , al
l

creatures

became invisible . S
o great was the lightness o
f

hands dis
played b

y

the Suta ' s son , that none could mark when h
e

touched his quivers with his fingers , when h
e

fixed his arrows

o
n the bowstring , and when h
e

aimed and sped them o
ff .

The entire welkin seemed to b
e

shrouded with his arrows ' s

Then a fierce and terrible illusion was invoked into existence

b
y

the Rākshasa in the welkin . We beheld in the sky what
appeared to us to be a mass o

f

red clouds resembling the

fierce flame o
f
a blazing fire . 24 From that cloud issued

flashes o
f lightning , and many blazing brands , 0 Kuru king !

And tremendous roars also issued therefrom , like the noise

o
f

thousands o
f

drums beat a
t

once . 25 And from it fell
many shafts winged with gold , and darts , and lances , and
heavy clubs , and other similar weapons , and battle -axes , and
scimitars washed with o

il , and axes o
f blazing edges , and

spears , 26 and spiked maces emitting shining rays , and beauti

fu
l

maces o
f

iron , and long darts of keen points , and heavy
maces decked with gold and twined round with strings , and
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Cataghnis , all around .* ? And large rocks fell from it, and
thousands of thunder -bolts with loud report , and many hun
dreds of wheels and razors of the splendour of fire ." Karna ,
shooting showers of shafts , failed to destroy that thick and
blazing dywnpour of darts and lances and swords and clubs.''
Loud became the uproar then of falling steeds slain by those
shafts , and mighty elephants struck with thunder , and great
car-warriors deprived of life by other wespons .50 Afflicted by

Ghatotkacha with that terrible shower of arrows a
ll

around ,

that host of Duryodhana , was seen to wander , in great pain ,

over the field . With cries of oh and alas , and exceedingly

cheerless , that wandering host seemed o
n the point o
f being

annihilated . The leaders , however , in consequence o
f

the

nobility o
f

their hearts , fled not away with faces turned from
the field . Beholding that exceedingly frightful and awful
shower o

f mighty weapons , caused b
y

the Rūkshasa ' s illusion ,

falling upon the field , and seeing their vast army incessantly

slaughtered , thy sons became inspired with great fear . Hun
dreds o

f jackals with tongues blazing like fire and o
f

terrible yells ,

began to cry . And , o king , the (Kaurava ) warricrs , beholding

the yelling Rākshasas , became exceedingly distressed . 84 Those
terrible Rākshasas with fiery tongues and blazing mouths

and sharp teeth , and with forms huge as hills , stationed in the

welkin , with darts in grasp , looked like clouds pouring torrents

o
f

rain . 35 Struck and crushed with those fierce shafts and
darts and lances and maces and spiked clubs o

f blazing splen

dour , and thunder -bolts and Pinākas and Açanis and disci and
Çataghnis , the (Kaurava ) troops began to fall down . 86 The

Rākshasas began to pour upon the warriors o
f thy son long

darts , and treacle , and Çatāyhnis , and Sthunas made of black
iron and twined with strings o

f jute . Then all the combatants

became stunned . 87 Brave warriors , with weapons broken o
r

loosened from their grasp , o
r deprived o
f

heads , or with frac

tured limbs , began to fall down o
n the field . And in conse

quence o
f the falling rocks , steeds and elephants and cars

began to b
e

crushed . 88 Those Yātudhānas o
f

terrible forms ,

created b
y

Ghatotkacha with the a
id o
f

h
is powers o
f

illusion

pouring that thick shower o
f mighty weapons , spared neither
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those that were terrified nor those that begged for quarter ."

During that cruel carnage of Kuru heroes , brought on by
Death himself , during that extermination of Kshatriyas , the

Kaurava warriors suddenly broke and fled with speed , crying

aloud ,4' _ Fly, ye Kauravas ! All is lost ! The gods with
Indra at their head are slaying us fo

r

the sake o
f the Panda

vas ! - A
t

that time there was none that could rescue the sink

ing Bharata troops ! During that fierce uproar and rout and

extermination o
f the Kauravas , the camps losing their distinc

tive features , the parties could not b
e distinguished from each

other . 4 : Indeed , during that terrible rout in which the soldiers
showed n

o

regard fo
r

one another , every side of the field , when
looked a

t , seemed to b
e empty . Only Karna , O king , could b
e

seen there , drowned in that shower o
f weapons . Then Karna

covered the welkin with his shafts , contending with that celes

tial illusion o
f

the Rākshasa . The Suta ' s son , endued with
mɔdesty and achieving the most difficult and noble feats

, did

not lose his senses in that battle . 44 Then , O king , all the Sain
dhavas and Vālhikas afrightedly looked a

t Karna who kept his

senses in that fight . And they a
ll worshipped him , while they

looked a
t

the triumph o
f

the Rīkshasa . 45 Then a çatgahni

equipt with wheels ,hurled b
y

Ghatotkacha , slew the four steeds

o
f Karna simultaneously . These dropped down o
n the ground ,

o
n

their knees , deprived o
f life , teeth , eyes , and tongues . 45

Then jumping down from his steedless ca
r
, and seeing the

Kauravas flying away , and beholding his own celestial weapon
bafled b

y

the Rūkshasa ' s illusion , Karna , without losing his
senses , turned his mind inwards and began to reflect o

n what

he should next d
o . 47 A
t

that time al
l

the Kauravas , beholding

Karna and that terrible illusion ( o
f

the Rākshasa ) , cried out ,

saying ,40 Karna , slay the Rākshasa soon with thy dart !

These Kauravas and the Dhārtarāshtras are o
n the point o
f

being annihilated ! 43 What will Bhima and Arjuna d
o

to u
s
?

Slay this wretched Rikshasa a
t

dead o
f night , who is consum

ing u
s a
ll
! They that will escape from this dreadful encounter

today will fight with the Pārthas in battle ! * ! Therefore , slay

this terrible Rākshasa now with that dart given thee b
y

Vāsava ! O Karna , le
t

not these great warriors , the Kauravas ,

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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these princes that resemble Indra himself , be all destroyed in

this nocturnal battle !5° — Then Karna, seeing the Rākshasa
alive at dead of night, and the Kuru army struck with fear ,

and hearing also the loud wails of the latter set his heart
upon hurling h

is dart . 51 Inflamed with rage like a wrathful
lion , and unable to brook the assaults o

f

the Rākshasa , Karna
took u

p

that foremɔst o
f victory -giving and invincible darts ,

desirous of compassing the destruction o
f

Ghatotkacha . 52 In

deed , that dart , o king , which h
e

had kept and adored for

years fo
r
(achieving ) the slaughter o
f

Pāndu ' s son in battle ,

that foremost of darts which Cakra himself had given to

the Suta ' s son in exchange for the latter ' s ear - rings , 53 that
blazing and terrible missile twined with strings and which

seemed to thirst for bloud , that fierce weapon which looked like
the very tongue o

f

the Destroyer o
r the sister o
f

Death him

self , that terrible and effulgent dart Vaikartana now hurled at

the Rikshasa . 5 + Beholding that excellent and blazing weapon
capable of piercing the body o

f every fo
e , in the hands o
f the

Suta ' s son , the Rākshasa began to fly away in fear , assuming a
body gigantic as the foot of the Vindhya mountains . Indeed ,
seeing that dart in Karna ' s , hand , all creatures in the sky ,

O king , uttered loud cries . Fierce winds began to blow , and
thunders with loud report began to fall o

n the Earth . 66 Des
troying that blazing illusion o

f

Ghatotkacha and piercing right

through h
is

breast , that resplendent dart soared aloft in the

night and entered a starry constellation in the firmament . 57

Having fought , using diverse beautiful celestial weapons , with
many heroic Rākshasas and human warriors , Ghatotkacha then ,

uttering diverse terrible roars , fell , deprived o
f

life with that

dart o
f

Cakra . 68 This also is another exceedingly wonderful
feat that the Rākshasa accomplished fo

r

the destruction o
f

his

foes , viz . , that at that time when his heart was pierced b
y

that

dart , he shone resplendent , O king , like a mighty mountain o
r

a mass o
f

clouds . 69 Indeed , having assumed that terrible and
awful form , Bhimasena ' s son o

f frightful deeds fell down .

When dying , O king , he fell upon a portion of thy army and
pressed those troops down b

y

the weight o
f his own body .

Quickly falling down , the Rākshasa , with his gigantic and still
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increasing body , desirous of benefiting the Pandavas , slew &
full Akshauhini of thy troops while he himself breathed his

last . Then a loud uproar arose there made up of leonine
shouts and the blare of conchs and the beat of drums and

cymbals . The Kauravas , indeed , beholding the illusion of the

Rūkshasa destroyed and the Rākshasa himself slain , uttered
loud shouts of jo

y
. ca Then Karna , worshipped b
y

the Kurus

a
s

Cakra had been b
y

the Maruts upon the slaughter o
f
(the

Asura ) Vritra , ascended behind the car o
f thy son , and be

coming the observed o
f

a
ll , entered the Kuru host . ' " * *

SECTION CLXXXI .

“ Sanjaya said , — Beholding Hidimvā ' s son slain and lying
like a riven mountain , a

ll

the Pandavas became filled with

grief and began to shed copious tears . ' Only Vasudeva , filled
with transports o

f delight , began to utter leonine shouts ,

grieving the Pāndavas . Indeed , uttering loud shouts , he

embraced Arjuna . Tying the reins o
f

the steeds and uttering

loud roars , he began to dance in transports o
f joy like &

tree shaken b
y
a tempest . Then embracing Arjuna once more ,

and repeatedly slapping his own armpits , * Achyuta , endued

with great intelligence , once more began to shout , standing o
n

the terrace o
f

the car . Beholding those tokens o
f delight that

Keçava manifested , Dhananjaya , ' O king , with heart in grief ,

addressed him , saying , – 0 slayer o
f

Madhu , thou showest great
joy at a time scarcely fi

t

for it , indeed , on a
n occasion for

sorrow caused by the death of Hidim v
ā ' s son ! Our troops are

flying away , beholding Ghatotkacha slain ! We also a
re filled

with anxiety in consequence o
f the fall of Hidimvā ' s son !

O Janārddana , the cause must be very grave when a
t

such a

time thou feelest such jo
y
! Therefore , O foremost o
f truth

fu
l

men , asked b
y

me , tell me truly (what that cause is ) !

Indeed , if it be not a secret , it behoveth thee , O chastiser o
f

foes , to say it unto me ! ' O slayer of Madhu , tell mewhat has
destroyed thy gravity today ! This act o

f thine , O Janārd .

dana , this lightness of heart , seems tome to be like the drying

u
p

o
f

the ocean o
r

the locomotion o
f

Meru ! " ' _
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“ Vāsudeva said , Great is the joy I feel ! Listen to me,
O Dhananjaya ! This that I will tell thee will immediately
dispel thy sorrow and infuse delight into thy heart ! O thou

of great splendour , know , O Dhananjaya , that Karna, his dart
being baffled through Ghatotkacha , is already slain in battle !"*
The man does not exist in this world that could stay before
Karna armed with that dart and looking like Kārtikeya in

battle !18 By good luck , his (natural) armour had been taken
away . By good luck , hi

s

ear -rings also had been taken away .

By good luck , his in faliible dart also is now baffled , through
Ghatotkacha : " 4 Clad in h

is (natural ) coat o
f

mail and decked
with his (natural ) ear -rings , Karna , who has his senses under

control , could singly vanquish the three worlds with the very
gods ! ! Neither Vāsava , nor Kuvera , nor Varuna the lord

o
f

the waters , nor Yāma , could venture to approach him ! " 6

Indeed , if that bull among men had his armour and e
a
r
-rings ,

neither thyself , bending thy Gāndiva , nor myself , uplifting my

discus called Sudarcana , could vanquish him in battle . " ? For
thy good , Karna was divested o

f

h
is

ear -rings b
y

Cakra with

the help o
f

a
n illusion . Similarly was that subjugator o
f hcs

tile towns deprived o
f

h
is (natural ) armour . ' 8 Indeed , because

Karna , cutting off his (natural ) armour and his brilliant ear
rings , gave them unto Cakra , it is for that that h

e

came to b
e

called Vaikartna . * 19 Karna now seems to me to b
e like a
n

angry snake o
f virulent poison stupefied b
y

power o
f incanta

tion , or like a fire o
f mild flames ! 30 From that time , O

mighty -armed one , when the high -souled Cakra gave that dart
unto Karna in exchange for the latter ' s ear -rings and celestial
armour , — that dart , viz . , which has slain Ghatotkacha , — from

that time , Vrisha , having obtained it , had always regarded thee

a
s

slain in battle ! 21 - 38 But though deprived o
f that dart , O

sinless one , I swear to thee that that hero is still incap

able o
f being slain b
y

anybody else save thee ! * 8 Devoted to

Brāhmanas , truthful in speech , engaged in penances , observant

o
f

vows , kind even unto foes , fo
r

these reasons Karna is called

* A somewhat fanciful etymology which I have noticed in an earlier
note . - - T .
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Vrisha.*+ Heroic in battle , possessed of mighty arms, and
with bow always uplifted , like the lion in the forest depriving
leaders of elephantine herds of their pride , Karna always
deprives the greatest car-warriors of their pride on the field

of battle , and resembles the mid -day Sun at whom none ca
n

gaze . Contending with a
ll

the illustrious and foremost o
f

warriors o
f thy army , 0 tiger among men , Karna , while shoot

in
g

his arrowy showers , looks like the autumnal Sun with
his thousand rays . " Indeed , incessantly shooting showers o

f

shafts like the clouds pouring torrents o
f

rain a
t

the end o
f

summer , Karna is like a pouring cloud charged with celestial
weapons . " He is incapable of being vanquished in battle b

y

the

very gods shooting showers o
f

arrows o
n all sides . Encountering

the gods , he would mangle them in such a way that their flesh
and blood would fall copiously o

n the field . " Deprived , how
ever , of his armour as also of his ear -rings , O so

n

o
f

Pāndu ,

and divested also o
f

the dart given h
im b
y

Vāsava , Karna is

now like a man (and no longer like a god ) . 50 There will occur
one opportunity fo

r

h
is slaughter . When his car -wheels will

sink in the Earth , availing of that opportunity , thyself , exerting
carefully , shouldst slay him in that distressful situation , when
he will be engaged otherwise . I will make thee a sign before
hand . Warned b

y
it , thou shouldst act ! 31 The vanquisher o
f

Vala himself , that foremost of heroes , wielding his thunder , is

incapable o
f slaying the invincible Karna while the latter stands

weapon in hand . Indeed , O Arjuna , for thy good , with the a
id

sandha and the illustrious ruler of the Chedis and the mighty
armed Nishāda o

f

name Ekalavya ! Other great Rākshasas
having Hidim v

a

and Krimira and Vaka for their foremost ,

a
s

also Alāyudha , that grinder of hostile troops , and Ghatot
kacha , that crusher of foes and warrior of fierce deeds , have
all been slain ! ' ” 38 - 38
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SECTION CLXXXII .

« 'Arjuna said , - How , O Janārddana , fo
r

our good , and b
y

what means , were those lords of Earth , viz . , Jarāsandha and

the others slain ? ! —

“ «Vāsudeva said . — If Jarāsandha , and the ruler of the
Chedis , and themighty son of the Nishāda king , had not been
slain , they would have become terrible . Without doubt , Dur
yodhana would have chosen those foremost o

f

car -warriors (for
embracing his side ) . They had always been hostile to us , and ,

accordingly , they would al
l

have adopted the side o
f

the Kaura

vas . All of them were heroes , and mighty bowmen accomplish

e
d in weapons and firm in battle . Like the celestials ( in prow

e
ss ) , they would have protected Dhritarāshtra ' s son . Indeed ,

the Suta ' s so
n , and Jarāsandha , and the ruler o
f the Chedis ,

and the son o
f the Nishāda , adopting the side of Suyodhana ,

would have succeeded in conquering the whole Earth . Listen ,

O Dhananjaya , by what means they were slain . Indeed , with
out the employment o

fmeans , the very gods could not have con
quered them in battle ! Each o

f

them , O Pārtha , could fight

in battle with the whole celestial host protected b
y

the Regents

o
f

the world ! ? ( O
n

one occasion ) , assailed b
y

Valadeva , Jarā
sandha , excited with wrath , hurled fo

r

our destruction a mace

capable o
f slaying a
ll

creatures . Endued with the splendour

o
f

fire , that mace coursed towards u
s , dividing the welkin like

the line o
n the head that parts the tresses of a woman , and

with the impetuosity o
f

the thunder hurled b
y

Cakra . Behold
ing that mace thus coursing towards u

s , the son o
f Rohiny

hurled the weapon called Sthunākarna for baffling it . It
s

force destroyed b
y

the energy of Valadeva ' s weapon , that mace
fell down o

n the Earth , splitting her (with it
smight ) and mak

ing the very mountains tremble . " There was a terrible Rāk

shasi , of name Jarā , endued with great prowess . She , O prince

had united that slayer o
f

foes , and , therefore , was the latter

called Jarāsandhu . a Jarāsandha had been made u
p

o
f two

halves o
f

one child . And because it was Jarā that had united

those two halves , it was fo
r

this that h
e

came to b
e

called Jară

7
5



594 (GHATOTRACHAMAAABHARATA .

sandha .13* That Rīkshasa woman , O Pārtha , who was there

within the Earth , was slain with her son and kinsmen by means

of that mace and the weapon Sthunākana ." Deprived of h
is

mace in that great battle , Jarāsandha was afterwards slain b
y

Bhimasens in thy presence , O Dhananjaya ! ! 5
4 If the valiant

Jarāsandha had stood armed with his mace , the very gods with
Indra a

t

their heil could not have slain him in battle , 0 best

o
f

men ! " For thy good , the Nishāda ' s son also , of prowess
incapable o

f being b
a

Med , was , by an act of guile , deprived o
f

his thumb b
y

Dronz assuming the position o
f

his preceptor . ' ?

Proud and endued with steady prowess , the Nishāda ' s son , with
fingers cased in leathern fences , looked resplendent like a second
Rāma . 18 Undeprived o

f thumb , Ekalavya , O Pārtha , was in

capable o
f being vanquished in battle b
y

the gods , the Dānavas ,

the Rikshasas , and the Uragas (together ) . " O
f

firm grasp ,

accompanied in weapons , and capable o
f shooting incessantly

day and night , he was incapable o
f being looked a
t b
y

mere

men . 20 For thy good , he was slain by me on the field of battle ,

Endued with great prowess , the ruler of the Chedis was slain b
y

me before thy eyes . He also was incapable of being vanquish

e
d in battle b
y

the gods and the Asuras together . I took my
birth fo

r

his slaughter a
s

also for that o
f

other enemies o
f the

gods , » with thy assistance , O tiger among men , from desire o
f

benefiting the world ! Hidim v
a and Vaka and Kirmira have

a
ll

been slain b
y

Bhimasena . 23 All those Rākashas were e
n

dued with might equal to that o
f

Rāvana , and all of them
were destroyers o

f

Brāhmanas and sacrifices . Similarly , A ' ā .

yudha possessed o
f large powers o
f

illusion had been slain b
y

Hidimvā ' s so
n
. * * Hidim v
ā ' s son also , I have slain b
y

the e
m

ployment o
f

means , viz . , through Karna with his dart . If

self would have had to slay Bhimasena ' s son Ghatotkacha !

From desire o
f benefiting you , I did not slay h
im before . "

That Rūkshasa was inimical to Brāhmanas and sacrifices ,

* Literally means , " united b
y

Jarā . ” — T .

+ Nilakantha thinks that Sagadaya is oue word , meaning "deprived

o
f

both th
e

Rūkshasa and themace . ” This is fa
r
-fetched . - T .
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Because he was a destroyer of sacrifices and of sinful soul,there
fore hath he been thus slain !a? O sinless one , by that act as a
means, the dart given by Cakra hath also been rendered futile .
O son of Pāndu , they that are destroyers of righteousness are

a
ll slayable b
y

me 1
4
8

Even that is the vow made b
y

me ,

fo
r

establishing righteousness ! Thither where the Vedas and

truth and self -restraint and purity and righteousness and mo
desty and prosperity and wisdom and forgiveness are always to

b
emet with , 29 thither I myself always remain . Thou needst :

not be a
t

all anxious about Karna ' s slaughter ! I will tell
you the means b

y

which you will slay him . Vrikodara also will
succeed in slaying Suyodhana . ! I will tell thee , O so

n

o
f

Pān

d
u , themeans by which that will have to be compassed . Mean

while , the uproar made b
y

the hostile army is increasing & * Thy

troops also are flying away o
n all sides . Having achieved their

objects , the Kauravas are destroying thy host . Indeed , Drona ,

that foremost o
f

a
ll

smiters , is scorching us in battle . — '°33

SECTION CLXXXIII .

“Dhritarāshtra said , “When the Suta ' s son had such a dart

a
s

was sure to slay one person , why did h
e not hurl it at

Pārtha , to the exclusion of a
ll

others ? ! Upon Pārtha ' s slaugh
ter b

y

means o
f

that dart , all the Srinjayas and the Pāndavas
would have been slain . Indeed , upon Phālguna ' s death , why
should not the victory have been ours ? : Arjuna had made a

vow to the effect that summoned to battle h
e

would never

refuse to accept the challenge . The Suta ' s son should have ,

therefore , summoned Phālguna to battle . Tellme , O Sanjaya ,

why did not Vrisha then , engaging Phālguna in single combat ,

slay the latter with that dart given him b
y

Cakra ? 4 Without

doubt ,my son is destitute of both inteligence and counsellors !

That sinful wretch is constantly baffled b
y

the foe . How should

h
e

then succeed in vanquishing his enemies ? 5 Indeed , that
dart which was such amighty weapon and upon which had rest

e
d h
is victory , alas , that dart , hath , b
y

Vāsudeva , been made
fruitless through Ghatotkacha ! 6 Indeed , it hath been snatched
from Karna like a fruit from the hand o

f
a cripple with a with
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ered arm by a strong person ! Even so hath that
fatal dart

been rendered fruitless through Ghatotkacha
!? As in a fight

between a boar and a dog , upon the death of either
, the hunter

is the party profited , I think , O learned one, that even so was

Vāsudeva the party to profit by the battle between Karna and

Hidimvā 's son ? If Ghatotkachahad slain Karna in battle , that
would have been a great gain for the Pāndavas . If, on the other

hand, Karna had slain Ghatotkacha , that too would have been

a great gain to them in consequence of the loss of Karna's dart !
Endued with great wisdom , that lion among men , viz ., Vāsu
deva, reflecting in this way, and for doing what was agreeable
to and good for the Pāndavas , caused Ghatotkacha to be slain
by Karna in battle .'s-10
" Sanjaya said , - Knowing the feat that Karna desired to

achieve , the slayer of Madhu , the mighty -armed Janārddana , 0)

king , commanded the prince of Rākshasas , viz ., Ghatotkacha

of mighty energy , to engage in single combat with Karna fo
r

rendering , O monarch , the latter ' s fatal dart fruitless . All this ,

O king , is the result o
f thy evil policy ! 12 - 12 We would cer

tainly have achieved success , O perpetuater o
f Kuru ' s race , if

Krishna had not (thus ) rescued themighty car -warrior Pārtha

from Karna ' s hands ! 43 Indeed , Pārtha would have been des
troyed with his steeds , standard , and car , in battle , O Dhrita

rāshtra , if thatmaster , that lord o
f Yogins , viz . , Janārddana ,

had not saved him ! ! 4 Protected b
y

diverse means , O king ,and

well aided b
y

Krishna , Pārtha , approaching his foes , vanquishes

thein ! 15 Indeed , it was Krishna that rescued Pārtha from
that fatal dart , otherwise that weapon would have quickly des
troyed the son o

f Kunti like the lightning destroying a tree ! "

“Dhritarāshtra said , — My son is fond o
f quarrel . His a
d

visers a
re foolish . He is vain o
f

his wisdom . It is for that ,

this certain means o
f Arjuna ' s death hath been baffled ! " ? Why ,

O Suta , did not Duryodhana , or that foremost of al
l

wielders ,

viz . , Karna , possessed o
f great intelligence , hurl that fatal dart

a
t Dhananjaya ? " 8 Why , O son of Gavalgana , didst thou to
o

forget this great object , since , possessed a
s thou a
rt o
f

great

wisdom , thou didst not remind Karna of it ? * 19

" Sanjaya said , - " Indecd , 0 king , every night this formed
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the suject of deliberation with Duryodhana and Cakuni and
myself and Duscāsana !20 (And we said unto Karna ), - Ex
cluding a

ll
other warriors , 0 Karna , slay Dhananjaya ! We

would then lord it over the Pāndus and the Pānchālas a
s

if

these were our slaves ? O
r , if upon Pārtha ' s fall , he of

Vrishni ' s race appoints another amongst the sons o
f

Pāndu ( in

his place for carrying o
n the fight ) , let Krishna himself b
e

slain ! 22 Krishna is the root o
f

the Pāndavas , and Pārtha is

like their risen trunk ! The other sons o
f

Prithā are like their

branches , while the Pānchālas may b
e called their leaves . "

The Pāndavas have Krishna for their refuge , Krishna fo
r

their
might , and Krishna fo

r

their leader . Indeed , Krishna is their
central support even a

s

the Moon is o
f

the constellations . 24

Therefore , O Suta ' s son , avoiding the leaves and branches and
trunk , know that Krishna is everywhere and always the root of

the Pāndavas ! 25 _ Indeed , if Karna had slain him o
f

Dacārba ' s

race , vi
z
. , that delighter of the Yādavas , the whole Earth , O

king , would , without doubt , have come under thy control ! 26
Truly , O monarch , if that illustrious one , that delighter of
both the Yādavas and the Pāndavas , could bemade to lie down

o
n the Earth , deprived of life , then certainly , O monarch , the

entire Earth with her mountains and oceans and forests would

have owned thy supremacy ! 27 We rose every morning , having
formed such a resolution in respect o

f that Lord o
f

the very

gods , viz . , Hrishikeça o
f immeasurable energy ! A
t

the time

o
f

battle , however , we forgot our resolution . 28 Keçava always

protects Arjuna the son o
f Kunti . He never placed Arjuna

before the Suta ' s son in battle . ' Indeed , Achyuta always
placed other foremost o

f

car -warriors before Karna , thinking
how that fatal dart of ours might be made fruitless b

y

our

selves , 0 lord ? ? When , again , the high -soled Krishna pro
tected Pārtha in this manner from Karna , why , O monarch ,

would not that foremost of beings protect his own self ? 31

Reflecting well , I see that there is no person in the three worlds
who is able to vanquish that chastiser o

f

foes , viz . , Janārddana ,

that hero bearing the discus in hand ! ' 82

" Sanjaya continued , — “ That tiger among car -warriors , viz . ,

Satyaki , of prowess incapable of being baffled , asked themighty
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armed Krishna about the great car-warrior Karna , saying," .
O Janārddana , even this had been Karna 's firm resolution ,
viz., that he would hurl that dart of immeasurable energy at
Phālguna ! Why , however , did not the Suta 's son actually
hurl it then at him ?84 -

“ Vāsudeva said , - Duscāsana and Karna and Cakuni and
the ruler of the Sindhus , with Duryodhana at their head , had
frequently debated (on this subject . Addressing Karna , they

used to say), – 0 Karna , O great bowman , O thou of im
measurable prowess in battle , O foremost of all victors, this
dart should not be hurled at any one else than that great ca

r

warrior , viz . , Kunti ' s son Pārtha or Dhananjaya ! He is the

most celebrated amongst them , like Vāsava amongst th
e

gods ! ?

He being slain , all the other Pāndavas with the Srinjayas will

b
e

heartless like fireless celestials : 38 * _ Karna having assented

to this , saying , - So be it , - (the desire of ) slaughtering the
wielder o

f

Gāndiva , o bull amongst the Cinis , was ever
present in Karna ' s heart ! 89 I , however , O foremost o

f war

riors , always used to stupify the so
n

o
f Rådhā ! It was

for this , he did not hurl the dart a
t

Pāndu ' s son owning
white steeds ! 40 As long a

s I could not baffle that means of
Phālguna ' s death I had neither sleep , nor jo

y

in my heart , O
foremost o

f

warriors : 41 Beholding that dart , therefore , ren

dered futile through Ghatotkacha , O bull amongst the Cinis ,

I regard Dhananjaya today to have been rescued from within

the jaws of Death ! 43 I do not regard my sire , my mother ,

yourselves , my brothers , ay ,my very life , so worthy o
f pro

tection a
s Vibhatsu in battle 1
4
8

If there b
e anything more

precious than the sovereignty o
f

the three -worlds , I do not ,

O Sātwata , desire ( to enjoy ) it without Prithā ' s so
n

Dhanan

jaya ( to share it with me ) ! 44 Beholding Dhananjaya , therefere ,

like one returned from the dead , these transports o
f delight , O

Yuyudhāna , have been mine ! 49 It was fo
r

this that I had des
patched the Rākshasa unto Karna for battle ! None else was
capable o

f withstanding , in the night , Karna in battle ! * 6 –

* Fire being th
e

mouth o
f

the celestials , without fi
re , the celestials

becomemouthless . Thus Nilkantha . - T .
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“ Sanjaya continued ,— Even thus d
id Devaki ' s so
n

who is

ever devoted to Dhananjaya ' s good and to what is areeable to

him , speak unto Satyaki o
n that occasion . ' " 47

SECTION CLXXXIV .

" Dhritarāshtra said , ' I see , O sire , that this act of Karna
and Duryodhana and Suvala ' s son Cakuni , and o

f thyself in

especial , hath been very much against the dictates o
f policy . '

Indeed , when you knew that that dart could always slay one
person in battle , and that it was incapable o

f

being either borne

o
r

baffled b
y

the very gods with Vāsava a
t

their head , " why
then , O Sanjaya , was it not hurled by Karna at Devaki ' s son , or

Phālguna ,while hewas engaged with these in battle before ? ' 3

" Sanjaya said , — Returning from battle every day , O mon
arch , all of us , O foremost one of Kuru ' s race , used to debate

in the night and say unto Karna , — Q Karna , to -morrow morn
ing , O Karna , this dart should b

e

hurled a
t

either Keçava

o
r Arjuna ! * - _When , however , the morning came , O king ,

through destiny , both Karna and the other warriors forgot that
resolution . I think destiny to b

e supreme , since Karna , with
that dart in h

is hands , did not slay in battle either Pārtha or

Devaki ' s son Krishna . ? Indeed , because his understanding was
afflicted b

y

destiny itself , it is fo
r

this he did not , stupified b
y

the illusion o
f the gods , hurl that fatal dart of Vāsava , though

h
e

had it in hand , at Devaki ' s so
n

Krishna fo
r

his destruction

o
r
a
t

Pārtha endued with prowess like Indra ' s , O lord 1
8 - 3

Dhritarāshtra said , — Ye are destroyed b
y

desitiny , by

your own understandings , and by Keçava ! Vāsava ' s dart is

lost , having effected the slaughter of Ghatotkacha who was a
s

insignificant a
s

straw ! ! " Karna , and my sons , as all the other
kings , through this highly impolitic act , have already entered
the abode o

f

Yama ! " Tell me now how the battle once more
raged between the Kurus and the Pāndavas after the fall of

Hidimvā ' s so
n
. " How did they that rushed against Drona ,

arrayed in order o
f

battle and well - skilled in smiting , viz . , the
Srinjayas and the Panchālas , fight ? 13 How , indeed , did the
Pāndus and Srinjayas withstand the smiting Drona when the
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latter , proceeding against them , penetrated into their host,
excited with wrath at the slaughter of Bhuriçravas and Jaya

dratha , reckless of his very life, and resembling a yawning
tiger or the Destroyer himself with wide open mouth ?14-15
What also did they do in battle , O sire, viz ., Drona's son and
Karna and Kripa and others headed by Duryodhana , that pro

tected the preceptor ?16 Tell me, O Sanjaya , how my warriors
in that battle covered with their shafts Dhananjaya and Vriko

dara who were solicitous of slaying Bharadwāja 's son ?18 How ,
indeed , did these excited with wrath at the death of the ruler
of the Sindhus , and those at the death of Ghatotkacha , each
side unable to brook their loss, fight that nocturnal battle ? 13
" Sanjaya said , —'Upon the slaughter , that night , O king , of

the Rākshasa Ghatotkacha by Karna , al
l

thy troops , filled
with joy , uttered loud shouts . In that dark hour of the night ,

they fell impetuously upon the Pāndava troops and began to

slay them . Seeing al
l

this , king Yudhishthira became exceed
ingly cheerless . 20 O chastiser o

f

foes , the mighty -armed so
n

o
f

Pāndu then addressed Bhimasena and said ,40 thou o
f

mighty arms , resist the Dhārtarāshtra host 18 : In consequence

o
f

the slaughter o
f

Hidim v
ā ' s son , a great stupefaction over

whelms me ! - Having ordered Bhimasena thus , he sat down on

his own car . With tearful face and sighing repeatedly , the
king became exceedingly cheerless a

t sight o
f

Karna ' s prow
ess . Beholding h

im

so afflicted , Krishna said these words :

O son o
f Kunti , le
t

not such grief be thine ! Such cheerless

ness does not became thee , O chief of the Bharatas , as it does

a
n ordinary person ! Rise , O king , and fight ! Bear the heavy

burden , O lord ? 24 - 35 If cheerlessness overtakes thee , our vic
tory becomes uncertain ! - Hearing these words o

f

Krishna ,

Dharma ' s son Yudhishthira , 86 wiping h
is eyes with his hands ,

replied unto Krishna , saying , – 0 thou o
f mighty arms , the

excellent path o
f duty is not unknown to me ! The dire

consequences o
f
a Brāhmana ' s slaughter are his that forgets the

services h
e receives a
t other ' s hands ! Whilst we were living

in the woods , the high -souled son of Hidimvā , 28 although then

a mere child , did u
s many services , O Janārddana ! Learning

that Pārtha having white steeds had departed fo
r

the acquisi
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tion of weapons ," that great bowman , (viz ., Ghatotkacha ),

O Krishna , came to me at Kāmyaka ! He dwelt with us till
Dhananjaya 's reappearance.50 Whilst proceeding over many
inaccessible fastnesses, he himself carried on his back the
tired princess of Pānchāla ." The feats he achieved , o lord ,

show that he was skilled in allmodes of warfare . Indeed , that
high -souled one accomplished many difficult feats formy bene

fi
t ! My affection fo
r

Ghatotkacha , that prince of Rākshasas ,

is twice that , 0 Janārddana , which I naturally bear towards
Sahadeva ! That mighty -armed one was devoted to me ! I

was dear to him , and he was dear to me ! It is for this that ,

scorched b
y

grief , 0 thou o
f Vrishni ' s race , I have become

so cheerless 13
4

Behold , O thou o
f Vrishni ' s race , our troops

allicted and routed b
y

the Kauravas ! Behold , those mighty

ca
r
-warriors , viz . , Drona and Karna , are contending earnestly

in battle ! 85 Behold the Pandava host crushed a
t

dead o
f

night , like an extensive forest of heath b
y

a couple o
f in

furiate elephants ! $ 6 Disregarding the might o
f

Bhimasena ' s
arms , 0 Mādhava , as also the variety of weapons that Pārtha
bears , the Kauravas a

re putting forth their prowess ? 87 Yonder ,
Drona and Karna and king Suyodhana , having slain the
Rūkshasa in battle , are uttering loud roars ! 38 How , 0 Janārd

- dana , when we are alive and thyself to
o , could Hidimvā ' s

son b
e

slain while engaged with the Sutu ' s son ! ' Having
caused a great slaughter amongst u

s , and in the very sight o
f

Savyasāchin , Karna , O Krishna , hath slain Bhimasena ' s son

o
f great strength , the Rīkshasa Ghatotkacha 1
4
0

When Abhi
manyu was slain b

y

the wicked Dhārtarāshtras , the mighty

ca
r
-warrior Savyasāchin , O Krishna , was not present in that

battle ! * ! We also were all held in check b
y

the illustrious ruler

o
f the Sindhus . Drona , with h
is

son (Açwatthāman ) , became
the cause o

f that act . * * The preceptor himself told Karna
the means o

f Abhimanyu ' s slaughter . While Abhimanyu was
battling with the sword , it was the preceptor himself that
cut o

ff that weapon . 43 And while fallen into such distress ,

Kritavarman most cruelly slew the steeds and the two Pārshni
drivers ( of the boy ) . 44 Other great bowmen then despatched
the son o

f Subhadrā . For a little offence , O Krishna , was the

7
6
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ruler of the Sindhus slain by the wielder of Gāndiva !45 0

foremost one among the Yādavas , that a
ct d
id not give me

great joy ! If the slaughter o
f

foes is just and should b
e

achieved b
y

the Pāndavas , 4 . then Drona and Karna should
have been slain before this ! This is what I think ! O bull
among men , those two are the root o

f

our woes ! 47 Obtaining

those two ( as his allies ) in battle , Suyodhana has become confi
dent . Indeed , when it was Drona that should have been slain o

r

the Suta ' s son with his followers , * the mighty -armed Dhanan
jaya slew the Sindhu king whose connection with the affair

was very remote ! The punishment o
f

the Suta ' s son should
certainly b

e undertaken b
y

me . * ' I shall , therefore , o hero ,

now fight for slaying the Suta ' s son . The mighty -armed
Bhimasena is now engaged with Drona ' s division . S ' — Having
said these words , Yudhishthira quickly proceeded against Karna ,

bending his formidable bow and blowing his conch fiercely . 52

Then , surrounded b
y
a Pānchāla and Prabhadraka force o
f
a

thousand cars , three hundred elephants , and five thousand
horse , Cikhandin speedily followed in the wake o

f th
e

king .

Then the mail -clad Pānchālas and the Pāndavas headed b
y

Yudhishthira beat their drums and blew their conchs . A
t

this time Vāsudeva o
f mighty -arms , addressing Dhananjaya ,

said , 52 - 54 _ Filled with wrath , yonder proceedeth Yudhishthira

with great speed , from desire of slaying the Sutu ' s son ! It is

not proper that thou shouldst rely upon him in this ! 55 _ Having

said these words , Hrishikeça quickly urged the steeds . Indeed ,

Janārddana followed in the wake o
f

the king who was now a
t
a

distance . 56 At that time , seeing Dharma ' s son Yudhishthira ,

whose mind was afflicted b
y grief and who seemed to b
e

scorch

e
d

a
s
if b
y

fire , rush with speed from desire of slaying the
Sutu ' s son , Vyāsa approached him and said these words . * 57

“ Vyāsa said . — B
y

good luck Phålguna liveth still although

h
e

had encountered Karna in battle ! Indeed , Karna had kept
his dart , desirous of slaying Savyasāchin ! 58 O bull of Bhara

ta ' s race , by good luck Jishnu did not engage in single combat
with Karna ! Each o

f

them in that case , challenging the

* This is a triplet in the Bengal texts . - T .



BADAA Parva 603DRONA PARVA.

other, would have shot h
is celestial weapons o
n all sides .

The weapons o
f

the Suta ' s son would have been destroyed b
y

Arjuna . The former then , afflicted b
y

the latter , would certain

ly have hurled Indra ' s dart in that battle , O Yudhishthira !

O foremost one o
f

Bharata ' s race , ( if this had come to pass ) ,

then great would have been thy grief ! O giver o
f

honors , b
y

good luck the Rakshasa hath been slain in battle b
y

the Suta ' s

so
n
. Indeed , Ghatotkacha hath been slain b
y

Death himself

making the dart of Vāsava an instrument only ! For thy good

it is , O sire , that the Rūkshasa hath been slain in battle 1
6
a

Do not yield to anger , O foremost one of Bharata ’ s race , and

d
o not set thy heart on grief ! ( Yudhishthira , even this is

the end o
f

a
ll

creatures in this world ! 93 Uniting with thy

brothers and a
ll

the illustrious kings ( of thy host ) , fight with
the Kauravas in battle , O Bhārata ! 64 O

n

the fifth day from
this , the Earth will be thine ! O tiger among men , always
think o

f virtue 1
8
5

With a cheerful heart , O son o
f Pāndu ,

practise kindness ( to a
ll

creatures ) , penances , charity , forgive

ness , and truth ! Victory is there where righteousness is ! -
Having said these words unto the son o

f

Pāndu , Vyāsa made
himself invisible there and then . ' ” * 66

SECTION CLXXXV .

(Drona -badha Purva ) .

Sanjaya said , - Thus addressed b
y Vyāsa , the heroic king

Yudhishthira the just refrained , O bull of Bharata ' s race , from
himself seeking to slay Karna . ' In consequence , however , of

the slaughter o
f

Ghatotkacha b
y

the Suta ' s son that night ,

the king became filled with grief and anger . Beholding thy
vast host held in check b

y

Bhima , Yudhishthira , addressing
Dhrish tadyumna , said , — Resist the Pot -born ! O scorcher o

f

foes , thou hast , clad in mail , and armed with bow and arrows
and scimitar , sprung from fire , for the destruction o

f

Drona ! *

Cheerfully rush thou to battle , thou needst have n
o

fear !

Let also Janamejaya and Cikhandin and Durmukha ' s son and

* 6
6
is a triplet in the Bengal texts . — T .
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Yaçodhara , rush in wrath against the Pot -born every side . Let
Nakula and Sahadeva and the sons of Draupadi and the Prabha
drakas , and Drupada and Virāta with their sons and brothers ,

and Sātyaki and the Kaikayas and the Pandavas and Dhanan
jaya,” al

l

rush with speed against Bharadwāja ' s son from desire

o
f slaying him ! Let also all our car -warriors and a
ll

the ele

phants and horse we have , and al
l

our foot -soldiers , overthrow
the mighty car -warrior Drona in battle ! — Thus ordered b

y

the

illustrious son of Pāndu , all of them ' rushed impetuously
against the Pot -born from desire o

f slaughtering him . Drona ,

however , that foremost of al
l

wielders o
f arms , received in

battle a
ll

those Pāndava warriors thus rushing towards him
suddenly with great force and perseverance . Then king Duryo
dhana , desiring to protect Drona ' s lif

e , rushed , filled with
wrath , against the Pāndavas ,with great force and perseverance .

Then commenced the battle between the Kurus and the Pānda
vas who roared a

t

each other . The animals o
f

both hosts a
s

also the warriors were al
l

tired . The great ca
r
-warriors also ,

O king , with eyes closing in sleep and worn out with exertion

in battle , knew not what to do . That night of nine hours ,

so terrible and awful , * 10 - 14 and so destructive o
f

creatures ,
appeared to them to b

e everlasting . While they were being
thus slain and mangled b

y

one another , ' and while sleep sa
t

heavy o
n their eyes , it became midnight . All the Kshatri

yas became cheerless and heartless . ' Thy troops as also those

o
f

the fo
e

had n
o more weapons and arrows . Passing the

time thus , (most of ) the warriors ( of both armies ) endued
with modesty and energy ? and observant o

f

the duties o
f

their

order , did not abandon their divisions . Others , blind with
sleep , abandoning their weapons , laid themselves down . " . Some
laid themselves down o

n

the backs o
f elephants , some on cars ,

and some o
n horse -back , 0 Bhārata ! Blind with sleep , they

* Triyūmā , literally , consisting o
f three Yümas , a Tama being a

watch o
f

three hours . The first hour and a half of thenight and the last
hour and a half , being regarded a

s twilight , the night , truly a
s

such ,

with the ancient Hindoos , consisted of only I hours . — T .

+ Literally , " of a thousand Viimas . ” — T .
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became perfectly motionless , 0 king ." Other warriors (that
were yet awake ) in that battle , despatched these to Yama's
abode. Others , deprived of their senses and dreaming in sleep ,

slew themselves , that is, their own comrades, as also their foes,
taking all for their foes. Indeed , these fought in that dreadful
battle, uttering various exclamations .20-21 Many warriors , O
monarch , of our army , desirous of continuing the fight with
the fo

e , stood with eyes drowsy with sleep . ” Some brave
warriors , during that terrible hour o

f darkness , though blind
with sleep , yet gliding along the field , slew one another in that
battle . Many amongst the foe , entirely stupified b

y

slumber ,

were slain without their being conscious ( o
f

the strokes that

launched them into eternity ) . 24 Beholding this condition o
f

the soldiers , O bull among men , Vibhatsu , in a very loud voice ,

said these words : 28 . - All of you , with your animals , are worn
out with exertion and blind with sleep ! Y

e

warriors , y
e

a
re

enveloped in darkness and with dust ! * 6 Therefore , if ye like ,

y
e

may rest ! Indeed , here , on the field o
f

battle , close your
eyes for a while ! 27 Then when the moon will rise , ye Kurus
and Pāndavas , y

e

may again , having slept and taken rest ,

encounter each other fo
r

the sake o
f

heaven ! 28 _ Hearing these

words o
f

the virtuous Arjuna , the virtuous warriors ( of the Kuru
army ) assented to the suggestion , and addressing one another , " "

loudly said , - 0 Karna , O Karna , O king Duryodhana , abstain
from the fight ! The Pāndava host hath ceased to strike u

s ! 80 –

Then a
t

those words o
f Phālguna , uttered loudly b
y

him , the
Pāndava army a

s

also thine , O Bhārata , abstained from

battle . Indeed , those noble words o
f Pārtha were highly

applauded b
y

the gods , the high -souled Rishis , and all the
gladdened soldiers . Applauding those kind words , O Bhārata ,

all the troops , O king , worn out with exertion , laid themselves
down fo

r

sleep , O bull of Bharata ' s race . 88 Then that army o
f

thine , O Bhārata , happy at the prospect of rest and sleep , sin
cerely blessed Arjuna , saying , 84 _ In thee are the Vedas as also
allweapons ! In thee are intelligence and prowess ! In thee ,

O mighty -armed one , are righteousness , and compassion fo
r

all

creatures , O sinless one ! 35 And since we have been comforted
by thee , we wish thy good , O Pārtha ! Let prosperity b

e

to
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thee ! Soon do thou get , O hero , those objects that are dear
to thy heart !36_ Blessing him thus, 0 tiger among men , those
great car-warriors , stupified by sleep , became silent, O mon
arch 1

8
7

Some laid themselves down o
n

horse -back , some o
n

the car -box , some o
n the necks of elephants , and some o
n the

bare ground . 38 Many men , with their weapons and maces and
swords and battle -axes and lances , and with their armour o

n ,

laid themselves down fo
r

sleep , apart from one another . "

Elephants , heavy with sleep , made the Earth cool with the
breath o

f their nostrils , that passed through their snake - like
trunks sputted with dust . 40 Indeed , the elephants , as they
breathed o

n the ground , looked beautiful like hills scattered

( on the field o
f

battle ) over whose breasts hissed gigantic

snakes . * ! Steeds in trappings o
f gold and with manes mingling

with their yokes , stamping their hoofs ,made even grounds
uneven . 48 Thus every one , O king , slept there with the animal

h
e rode . Thus steeds and elephants and warriors , O bull of

Bharata ' s race , 43 very much worn out with exertion , slept ,

abstaining from battle . That slumbering host , deprived of sense
and sunk in sleep then looked like a wonderful picture drawn

o
n canvas b
y

skilful artists . 44 Those Kshatriyas decked in ear
rings and endued with youth , with limbs mangled b

y

shafts , and
immersed in sleep , having laid themselves down o

n the coronal

globes o
f elephants , looked as if they were lying o
n the deep

bosoms o
f

beautiful ladies . 45 Then the Moon , that delighter of

the eye and lord o
f

lilies , of hue white a
s the cheeks o
f
a

beautiful lady , rose , adorning the direction presided over b
y

Indra . * * 6 Indeed , like a lion o
f

the Udaya hills , with rays
constituting his manes o

f

brilliant yellow , he issued out o
f his

cave in the east , tearing to pieces the thick gloom o
f night

resembling a
n extensive herd o
f elephants . f47 That lover o
f

* The Moon is called the lord o
f

lilies because the water lily is seen

to bloom a
t

moon -rise , just as the Sun is called the lord o
f lotuses b
e .

cause the lotus blooms a
t

sun -rise . The direction presided over b
y

Indra

means the East . - T .

+ Daçı çatūksha -kukup means the Rakup o
r

direction presided b
y

Lim

o
f
a thousand eyes ; hence , the East . - T .



BADA A PARTA .) 607DRONA PARYA .

all assemblages of lilies ( in the world ), bright as the body of

Mahādeva ’s excellent bull, full -arched and radiant as Kāma's
bow , and delightful and charming as the smile on the lips of

the bashful bride , bloomed in the firmament .* 48 Soon , how
ever , that divine lord having the hare for his mark showed

himself reddish , shedding brighter rays around .*' Indeed , the
Moon , after this seemed to gradually emit a bright halo of far
reaching light that resembled the splendour of gold .50 Then
the rays of that luminary , dispelling the darkness by their
splendour , slowly spread themselves over all the quarters , the
welkin , and the Earth . Soon , therefore , the world became
illuminated . The unspeakable darkness that had hidden every
thing quickly fled away. When the world was thus illu
mined into almost daylight by the Moon , amongst the creatures
that wander at night, some continued to roam about and some
abstained . That host , О king, awaked by the rays of the
Moon , bloomed (into life ) like an assemblage of lotuses ex
panded by the rays of the Sun .54 Indeed , that sea of troops

was awakened by the risen Moon like the ocean swelling up in
agitated surges at the rise of that luminary . Then , O king ,
the battle once more commenced on Earth , fo

r

the destruction

o
f

the Earth ' s population , between men that desired to attain

to heaven . ' " 56

SECTION CLXXXVI .

Sanjaya said , — ' At this time Duryodhana , under the in

fluence o
f

wrath , approached Drona and addressing him said
these words , fo

r

inspiring him with joy and provoking his
anger . " "

“ Duryodhana said , - No kindness should have been shown

to our foes while they were heartless and worn out with toil
and taking rest , expecially when they are a

ll

o
f

sure a
im ! "

Desirous o
f doing what is agreeable to thee , w
e

showed them

kindness b
y

then letting them alone . The tired Pāndavas ,

* Instead o
f

Vrishodura , the Bombay text reads Vrishottama which I

adopt . - T .
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however , (having taken rest ) have become stronger. As ie
gards ourselves , we are , in every respect , losing in energy and
strength . The Pandavas , protected by thee , are constantly
gaining prosperity .* All weapons that are celestial and all
those that appertain to Brahma exist in thee ! I tell thee
truly , that neither the Pāndavas , nor ourselves , nor any other
bowmen in the world , can be a match for thee while thou
art engaged in battle ! O foremost of regenerate ones , thou
art acquainted with a

ll weapons ! Without doubt , by means

o
f thy celestial weapons thou art capable o
f destroying the

(three ) worlds with the gods , the Asuras , and the Gandhar
vas ! ? The Pandavas are a

ll
afraid o

f

thee ! Thou , however ,

forgivest them , remembering that they were thy pupils , or ,

perhaps , owing tomy ill luck !

" Sanjaya continued , — Thus rebuked and angered b
y

thy

son , Drona , 0 king , wrathfully addressed Duryodhana and

said these words : : — Although I am so o
ld , O Duryodhana , I

a
m still exerting in battle to the utmost extent o
f my might !

All these men are unacquainted with weapons . I am , however ,

well -versed in them . If , from desire o
f victory , I slay these

men , there can b
e

n
o more ignoble act fo
r

me to do . That ,
however , which is in thy mind , be it good o

r

bad , 10 - 11 I will
accomplish , O Kauravya , at thy command ! It will not b

e

otherwise ! Putting forth my prowess in battle and slaying

all the Pānchālas , I will doff my armour , o king ! I swear
this to thee truly ! Thou thinkest that Arjuna the son o

f

Kunti was worn out in battle ? 12 - 18 O mighty -armed Kaurava !

listen to what I truly say regarding his prowess ! If Savya
sāchin ' s wrath is excited , neither Gandharvas , nor Yakshas ,

nor Rūkshasas , can venture to bear him . At Khāndava h
e

encountered the divine chief o
f

the celestials himself ! 1
4 - 15 The

illustrious Arjuna , with his shafts , baffled the pouring Indra .

Yakshas , and Nāgas , and Daityas , and a
ll

others , proud o
f

their might , ' were slain b
y

that foremost of men . That also

is known to thee . On the occasion o
f the tale o
f

cattle , the
Gandharvas headed b

y

Chitrasena and others were vanquished

b
y

him . ' ? That firm bowman rescued you while you were
being carried away b
y

those Gandharvas . The Virätakarı
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chas also, those enemies of the celestials ,'8 that were unslayable
in battle by the celestials themselves , were also vanquished
by that hero . Thousands of Dānavas dwelling in Hiranya
pura ,'' that tiger among men vanquished . How can human
beings then withstand him ? O monarch , thou hast seen with
thy own eyes how this host of thine, although exerting so
heroically , hath been destroyed by the son of Pāndu !20 –
" Sanjaya continued ,— Unto Drona who was thus applaud

ing Arjuna , thy son , O king , angered thereat , once more said
these words :" _ Myself , and Duscāsana , and Karna, and my

maternal uncle Cakuni , dividing this Bharata host into two

divisions , (and taking one with us), shall today slay Arjuna in
battle !** _ Hearing these words of his , Bharadwāja 's son ,
laughing , sanctioned that speech of the king and said , - Bless
ings to thee ! What Kshatriya is there that would slay that

bull amongst Kshatriyas , that unslayable one, viz ., the bearer
of Gindivа , that hero blazing forth with energy !24 Neither
the Lord of treasures, nor Indra , nor Yama, nor the Asuras ,
the Uragas, and the Rākshasas , can slay Arjuna armed with
.weapons !25 Only they that are fools say such words as those
thou hast said , O Bhārata ! Who is there that would return
home in safety, having encountered Arjuna 'in battle ?26 As
regards thyself , thou art sinful and cruel and suspicious of
everybody ! Even them that are employed in thy welfare ,
thou art ready to rebuke in this way ?a? Go thou against the
son of Kunti , fo

r withstanding him fo
r

thy own sake ! Thou

art a well -burn Kshatriya ! Thou seekest battle ! 28 Why dost
thou cause a

ll

these unoffending Kshatriyas to be slain ? Thou

art the root o
f

this hostility ! Therefore , go thou against
Arjuna ! " This thy maternal uncle is possessed o

f

wisdom and

observant o
f Kshatriya duties ! O so
n

o
f Gāndhāri , le
t

this

one addicted to gambling proceed against Arjuna in battle ! 50

This one , skilled in dice , wedded to deception , addicted to

gambling , versed in cunning and imposture , — this gambler con
versant with the ways o

f deceiving , —will vanquish the Pānda
vas in battle ? 3 ? With Karna in thy company thou hadst

often joyfully boasted , from folly and emptiness o
f understand

ing , in the hearing o
f

Dhritarāshtra , saying , 32 – 0 sire , my
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self, and Kurna , and my brother Dusçãound , these three ,
uniting together , will sluy the sons of Pāndu in battle !33
This thy boast was heard in every meeting of the court .
Accomplish thy vow , be truthful in speech ,with them ! * There
thy mortal foe , the son of Pāndı , is staying before thee !
Observe the duties of a Kshatriya ! Thy slaughter at the hands

of Jaya would be worthy of every praise !** Thu hast practised
charity , Thou hast eaten (everything ever desired by thee).
Thou hast obtained wealth to the measure of thy wish ! Thou

hast no debts . Thou hast done al
l

that one should d
o . Do

not fear . Fight now with the son o
f

Pāndu ! 56 _ Having said

these words in that battle , Drona stopped . The (Bharata ) army
then was dirided into two bodies , and the battle commenced . " " 7

SECTION CLXXXVII .

* Sanjaya said , — When three -fourths of that night had worn
away , the battle , O king , once more commenced between the
Kurus and the Pāndavas . Both sides were elated with jo

y

Soon after , Aruna , the charioteer o
f Surya , weakening the

spiendour o
f

the Moon , appeared , causing the welkin to assume

a coppery hue . The east was soon reddened with the red
rays of the Sun that resembled a circular plate o

f

gold . Then

a
ll

the warriors o
f

the Kuru and the Pāndava hosts , alighting

from cars and steeds and vehicles borne b
y

men , stood , with
joined hands , facing the Sun , and uttered the prayers o

f the

( first ) twilight . The Kuru army having been divided into two
bodies , Drona , with Duryodhana before h

im , proceeded (with
one o

f

those divisions ) against the Sɔmakas , the Pandavas ,

and the Pānchālas . Beholding the Kuru host divided into
two bodies , Mādhava addressed Arjuna and said , - Keeping

thy foes to thy left , place this division (commanded by Drona )

to thy right ! - Obedient to the counsels of Mādhava in respect

o
f

the Kurus , Dhananjaya moved to the left o
f those two

mighty bowmen , viz . , Drona , and Karna . ? Understanding the
intentions o

f Krishna , that subjugator of hostile cities , viz . ,

Bhimasena , addressing Pārtha who was then staying a
t

the
van o

f

battle , said these words :

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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“ Bhimasena said , - 0 Arjuna , 0 Arjuna, O Vibhatsu , list
en to these words of mine ! The time for that object for

which Kshatriya ladies bring forth sons is now come!" If at
such a time thou dost not strive to win prosperity , thou shalt
then act meanly , like & veritable wretch !" Putting forth thy
prowess , pıy the debt thou owest to Truth , Prosperity , Virtue ,

and Fame ! O foremost of warriors , pierce this division , and
keep these to thy right ! ?
“Sunjaya continued , — Thus urged by Bhima and Keçava ,

Sivyasāchin , prevailing over Drona and Karna , began to resist
the fo

e

all around . Many foremost of Kshatriyas (among

the Kurus ) , putting forth all their prowess , failed to withstand
Arjuna who advanced a

t

the very van o
f his troops , and who ,

like a raging conflagration , was consuming the foremost ones
among his fues . Then Duryodhana , and Karna , and Cakuni
the so

n

o
f

Suvala , 13 - 14 covered Kunti ' s son Dhananjaya with
showers o

f shafts . Baffling the weapons of all those warriors ,

that foremost o
fall persons .well -skilled in weapons , O monarch ,

covered them ( in return ) with his shafts . Aiming a
t

their
weapons with his (and thus baffling them a

ll
) , Arjuna , endued

with great lightness of hands and possessing a complete control

over his senses , 15 - 16 pierced every one of those warriors with
ten keen - pointed shafts . The welkin was then covered with

dust . Thick showers o
f

arrows fell , Darkness set in , and a

loud and terrible uproar arose . When such was the state o
f

things , reither the welkin , nor the Earth , nor the points of

the compass , could any longer b
e

seen . ? 7 - 18 Stupified b
y

the

dust , all the troops became blind . Neither the fo
e , O king ,

nor we , could distinguish each other . For this reason , the
kings began to fight , guided b

y conjecture and the names they

uttered . Deprived o
f their cars , car -warriors , 0 king , en

countering one another , lost al
l

order and became a tangled

mass . Their steeds killed and drivers slain , many o
f

them , be
coming inactive , preserved their lives and looked exceedingly

afrighted . Slain steeds with riders deprived of life were seen

to lie on slain elephants a
s

if stretched o
n mountain -breasts .

Then Drona , moving away from that battle towards the north ,

took up his station therc , and seemned to resemble a smokeless
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fire. Beholding him move away from the battle towards the
north ,20-34 the Pāndava troops, 0 king , began to tremble .
Indeed , beholding Drona resplendent and handsome and blaz
ing with energy, the enemy, inspired with fright, became pale

and wavered on the field , O Bhārata ! While summoning

the hostile army to battle , and looking like an elephant in
rut,25-26 the enemy became perfectly hopeless of vanquishing

him , like the Dinavas hopeless of vanquishing Vāsava . Some
amongst them became perfectly cheerless, and some, endued
with energy, became inspired with wrath .”? And some were
filled with wonder , and some became incapable of brooking
(the challenge ). And some of the kings squeezed their hands ,as
and some, deprived of their 'senses by rage , bit their lips.
And some whirled their weapons , and some rubbed their
armas .29 And some, possessed of great energy and souls under
complete control, rushed against Drona . The Pānchālas parti

cularly , a Hicted with the shafts of Drona ,30 O monarch ,
though suffering great pain , continued to contend in battle.*
Then Drupada and Virāta proceeded , in that battle , against

Drona ,s that invincible warrior , who was thus careering on
the field . Then , ( king , the three grandsons of Drupada ,53 and
thosemighty bowmen , viz ., the Chedis , also proceeded against

Drona in that encounter. Drona , with three sharp shafts ,

took the lives of the three grandsons of Drupada . Deprived

of life , the princes fell down on the Earth . Drona next
vanquished in that battle the Chedis , the Kaikayas , and
the Srinjayas.33-34 That mighty ca

r
-warrior , viz . , the so
n

o
f

Bharadwāja , then vanquished a
ll

the Matsyas . Then Drupada ,

filled with wrath , and Virāta also , in that battle , shot showers

o
f

shafts , 0 king , at Drona . Balling that arrowy shower ,

Drona , that grinder of Kshatriyas , 85 – 36 covered both Drupada
and Virāta with his shafts . Shrouded b

y

Drona , both those
warriors , mad with rage , began to pierce him o

n the
field o

f

battle with their arrows . Then Drona , O monarch ,

* In the first line of 31 , the Bengal texts read Rijānam , probably

referring to Drupada . The correct reading , however , is Rijendra in the
vocative case , as in the Bombay edition . - T .
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filled with wrath and desire of revenge,87-88 cut o
ff , with a

couple o
f

broad -headed shafts , the bows of both his antagonists .

Then Virāta , filled with wrath , sped in that encounter ten

lances and te
n

shafts a
t

Drona from desire o
f slaying him .

And Drupada , in anger , hurled at Drona ' s car a terrible dart
made of iron and decked with gold and resembling a large

snake . Drona cut o
ff , with a number o
f

sharp and broad

headed arrows , those ten lances ( of Virāta ) , 89 - 41 and with cer
tain other shafts that dart ( o

f Drupada ) decked with gold and

stones o
f lapis lazuli . Then that grinder o
f foes , viz . , the

son o
f Bharadwāja , with a couple of well -tempered and broad

headed shafts , 4 * despatched both Drupada and Virāta unto the
abode of Yama . Upon th

e

fa
ll

o
f

Virāta and Drupada , and the
slaughter o

f

the Kaikayas , 48 the Chedis , the Matsyas , and
the Pānchālas , and upon the fall of those three heroes , viz . , the
three grandsons o

f Drupada , 44 the high -souled Dhrishtadyumna ,

beholding those feats o
f Drona , became filled with rage and

grief , and swore in the midst of al
l

the car -warriors , saying , “ S –
Letme lose the merits o

f all my religious acts , as also my
Kshatriya and Brahma energy , if Drona escape me today with
life , or , if he succeed in vanquishing me ! * 6 * _ Having taken that

oath in the midst of a
ll

the bowmen , that slayer of hostile

heroes , viz . , the prince of the Pānchālas , supported b
y

his own

division , advanced against Drona . 47 The Pānchālas then began

to strike Drona from one side , and Arjuna from another .

Duryodhana , and Karna , and Cakuni the so
n

o
f

Suvala , 48 and
the uterine brothers o

f Duryodhana , (stationed ) according to

their precedence , began to protect Drona in battle . Drona
being thus protected in battle b

y

those illustrious warriors , * ' the
Pānchālas , though struggling vigorously , could not even gaze

a
t

him . Then Bhimasena , O sire , became highly angry with
Dhrishtadyumna , and , O bull among men , that son o

f

Pandu

pierced Dhrishtadyumna with these fierce words : - 50
4

* J render this a little to
o

freely . The form o
f the oath is , — “ Let

that man lose & . c . , & . c . , whom Drona escapes today with life o
r

whom

Drona vanquishes today . "

+ This , in th
e

Bengal texts , is a triplet . - T .
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" "Bhimasena said , —What man is there who being regarded
as a Kshatriya and who taking his birth in the race of
Drupada and who being the foremost of all persons possessing
a knowledge of weapons , would only thus look at his foe
stationed before him ?51 What man having seen his sire and

son slain , an l especially , having sworn such an oath in the
midst of the kings , would thus be indifferent to his enemy ?
Yonder stands Drona like a fire swelling with it

s

own energy !

Indeed , with bow and arrows constituting his fuel , he is con
suming with his energy a

ll
the Kshatriyas : 53 Soon will h

e

annihilate the Pāndava army ! Stand y
e

( a
s spectators ) and

behold my feat ! Against Drona himself will I proceed !

Having said these words , Vrikodara , filled with rage , penetrated

into Drona ' s division , and with shafts sped from his bow
drawn to it

s

fullest stretch , began to afflict and rout that

host . Then the Pānchāla prince Dhrishtadyumna also , pene
trating into that large host , engaged with Drona in battle .

The battle became furious . 56 Such a fierce encounter we had
never seen o

r heard o
f

before , O king , as that which now took

place a
t

sunrise o
f

that day ! $ 7 The cars , O sire , were seen to
be entangled with one another . The bodies of embodied crea

tures deprived o
f

life were scattered a
ll

over the field . 58 Some ,
while proceeding towards another part of the field , were , on

the way , assailed by others . Some , while flying away , were

struck o
n their backs , and others , on their sides . 53 That

general engagement continued to rage fiercely . Soon , however ,

the morning Sun arose . ” 60

SECTION CLXXXVIII .

“ Sanjaya continued , — The warriors , 0 king , thus clad in

mail on the field of battle , adored the thousand -rayed Aditya

a
s

h
e

rose a
t

morn . ' When the thousand -rayed luminary , of

splendour bright as that of burning gold , arose , and the world
became illumined , the battle once more commenced . The
same soldiers that were engaged with each other before sunrise ,

once more fought with each other , 0 Bhārata , after the rise o
f

the Sun , Horsemen engaged with ca
r
-warriors , and elephants
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with horsemen , and foot- soldiers with elephants , and horsemen
with horsemen , and foot -soldiers with foot- soldiers. And car
warriors engaged with car -warriors , and elephants with ele
phants , and horsemen with horsemen , O bull of Bharata 's race.
Sometimes unitedly and sometimes separately , the warriors
fell upon one another in battle . Having fought vigorously
in the night, many, tired with oxertion , and weak with hunger
and thirst, became deprived of their senses . The uproar , O
bull of Bharata 's race , made in consequence of the blare of
conchs , the beat of drums, the roar of elephants , and the
twang of outstretched bows drawn with force, touched the very

heavens , o king ! The noise ,made also by rushing infantry
and falling weapons,7-8 and neighing steeds and rolling cars, and
shouting and roaring warriors , became tremendous. That loud
noise, increasing every minute, reached the heavens . The groans

and wails of pain , of falling and fallen foot -soldiers and ca
r
-war

riors and elephants , became exceedingly loud and pitiable a
s

these were heard o
n the field . 10 - 11 When the engagement be

came general , both sides slew each other a
s also their own men

and animals . Hurled from the hands o
f

heroes upon warriors

and elephants , heaps of swords were seen o
n the field , resem

bling heaps o
f cloths o
n the washing ground . The sound ,

again , of uplifted and descending swords in heroic arms resem
bled that o

f

cloths thrashed fo
r

wash . 14 That general engage
ment then , in which the warriors encountered one another with
swyrds and scimitars and lances and battle -axes , became exceed
ingly dreadful . The heroic combatants then caused a river

there that ran it
s

course towards the regions o
f

the dead . The
blood o

f elephants and steeds and human beings formed it
s

current . Weapons formed it
s

fish in profusion . It was miry
with blood and Hesh . Wails of grief and pain formed it

s

roar .

Banners and cloths formed it
s

froth . 16 - 17 Afflicted with shafts
and darts , worn with exertion , spent with toil on the (previous )

night , and exceedingly weakened , elephants and steeds , with
limbs perfectly motionless , stood o

n the field . With their
arms ( in beautiful attitudes ) , and with their beautiful coats of

mail , and heads decked with beautiful ear rings , the warriors ,

abrned with implements of battle , looked exceedingly respleris
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dent.* 18 At that time, in consequence of the carnivorous
animals and the dead and the dying , there was no path fo

r

the

cars a
ll

over the field . Aflicted with shafts , steeds of the
noblest breeds and high mettle , resembling elephants ( in size
and strength ) , worn out with toil , were seen to tremble a

s , with
great efforts , they drew vehicles whose wheels had sunk in the

Earth . The whole of that host , О Bhārata , resembling the ocean

fo
r

vastness , then became agitated , and afflicted , and inspired
with terror , with the exception only o

f Drona and Arjuna .

These two became the refuge , these two became the saviours ,

o
f

the warriors o
f

their respective sides , 20 - 38 Others , encounter

in
g

these two , proceeded to the abode o
f

Yama . Then the
vast host o

f

the Kurus became greatly agitated , and the
Pānchālas , huddled together , became no longer distinguishable .

During that great carnage o
f Kshatriyas o
n Earth , on that

field o
f

battle enhancing the terrors o
f

the timid and looking

like a crematorium , neither Karna , nor Drona , nor Arjuna ,

nor Yudhishthira , 24 - 26 nor Bhimasena , nor the twins , nor the
Pānchāla prince , nor Sātyaki , nor Duscāsana , nor Drona ' s son ,

nor Duryodhana , nor Suvala ' s son , " ? nor Kripa , nor the ruler of

the Madras , nor Kritavarman , nor others , normy own self , nor
the Earth , nor the points o

f

the compass , * 8 could b
e

seen , O
king , fo

r

all of them ,mingled with the troops , were shrouded b
y

clouds o
f

dust . During the progress o
f

that fierce and terrible

battle , when that dusty cloud arose , ' ' al
l

thought that night had

once more come over the scene . Neither the Kauravas , nor the
Pānchālas , nor the Pāndavas , could b

e distinguished , 30 nor
the points o

f

the compass , nor the welkin , nor the Earth , nor
even land , nor uneven land . The warriors , desirous of victory ,

slew foes and friends , in fact , al
l

whom they could perceive b
y

touch o
f their hands . The earthy dust that had arisen was soon

dispelled b
y

the winds that blew , and drenched b
y

the blood
that was shed . Elephants and steeds and car -warriors and foot
soldiers , 81 - 38 bathed in blood , looked beautiful like the ( celestial )

forest o
f Pārijāta . Then Duryodhana , Karna , Drona , and Dus

çāsana , 34 these four (Kaurava ) warriors , engaged in battle with

* I adopt the Bombay reading of the first line of this verse . - T .
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four of the Pāndava warriors . Duryodhana and his brothers .
encountered the twins (Nakula and Sahadeva ). And Rādhā 's
son engaged with Vrikodara , and Arjuna with the son of
Bharadwāja. All the troops, from every side , looked on those
terrible encounters.86 The car-warriors (of both armies quietly )
beheld that beautiful battle, that superhuman engagement
between those fierce and foremost of ca

r
-warriors conversant

with every mode o
f

warfare , riding o
n

their own beautiful

cars that performed diverse delightful evolutions . Endued with
great prowess , struggling vigorously and each solicitous o

f

vanquishing the other , 87 – 88 they covered each other with

showers o
f

shafts like the clouds at the close o
f

summer (pour

ing torrents o
f rain ) . Those bulls among men , riding o
n their

cars o
f

solar effulgence , 59 looked beautiful like congregated
masses o

f

clouds in the autumnal sky . Then those warriors ,

O monarch , filled with wrath and desire of revenge , 40 mighty
bowmen all , challenging , rushed a

t

one another with great vigor

like infuriate leaders o
f elephantine herds . * Verily , O king ,

death does not take place till its hour comes , since al
l

those

warriors d
id not simultaneously perish in that battle . * 43 Strewn

with lopped o
ff arms and legs , and heads decked with beautiful

ear -rings , and bows and arrowsand lances and scimitars and

battle -axes and other kinds of ) axes , and Nālikas and razor
headed arrows and cloth -yard shafts and darts and spears , and

diverse kinds of beautiful armour , and beautiful cars broken

into pieces , and slain elephants and standardless cars looking
like cities , and vehicles dragged hither and thither with the
speed o

f

the wind b
y

driverless steeds in great fright , and large

numbers o
f

well -decked warriors o
f great courage , and fallen

* 4
2
is read differently in the Bengal texts . Tie Bengal reading ,

however , is incorrect . In the first line , for tāsmin samúgame , the Bom
bay reading which I adopt is räjannanõgate . In the second line , instead

o
f

sarvena (ins . of sarva ) the correct reading is sarve n
a , the last being

the nagative particle . The palatal n is a mistake . It is the dental letter ,

meaning not . The sense o
f the passage is that so dreadful was that

encounter that a
ll

the warriors would certainly have perished . The fact ,

however , that none of them still perished was due to the truth that

death never appears until its proper hour comes . - T .

7
8
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fans and coats of mail and standards , and ornaments and robes
and fragrant garlands , and chains of gold and diadems and
crowns and head -gears and rows of bells , and jewels worn on
breasts, and cuirasses and collars and gems that adorn head
gears , the field of battle looked beautiful like the firmament
bespangled with stars .45-49
" Then there occurred an encounter between Duryodhana

filled with wrath and desire of revenge and Nakula filled with

the same feelings.60 Mādri 's son cheerfully shooting hundreds
of shafts , placed thy son on his right. At this loud cheers were
bestowed upon him .5. Placed on the right by his cousin -brother
in wrath , thy son , viz ., king Duryodhana , filled with rage,

began , in that battle , to wonderfully counteract Nakula from
that very side.sa Thereupon Nakula , endued with great energy
and acquainted with the diverse courses (in which a car may be

conducted ), began to resist thy son who was engaged in coun
teracting him from his right. Duryodhana , however , afflicting
Nakula with showers of shafts and resisting him on every

side ,58-54 caused him to turn back . A
ll

the troops applauded

that feat ( o
f thy so
n
) . Then Nakula ,addressing thy so
n , said ,

- Wait , Wait , - recollecting a
ll

his woes caused b
y

thy evil

counsels ' " 56

SECTION CLXXXIX .

" Sanjaya said . - - Then Duscāsana , filled with wrath , rushed
against Sahadeva , causing the Earth to tremble with the

fierce speed o
f his car . ' Mādri ' s son , however , that crusher

o
f

foes , with a broad -headed arrow , quickly cut o
ff the head ,

decked with head -gear , of his rushing antagonist ' s driver .

From the celerity with which that act was accomplished b
y

Sahadeva , neither Duscāsana nor any o
f

the troops knew that

the driver ' s head had been cut off . The reins being n
o longer

held b
y

anybody , the steeds ran a
t

their will . It was then that

Duscāsana knew that his driver had been slain . * Conversant

with the management o
f

steeds , that foremost o
f

car -warriors ,

himself restraining h
is steeds in that battle , fought beautifully

and with great activity and skill . That feat o
f

his was a
p
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plauded by friends and foes , since, riding on that driverless car,

he careered fearlessly in that battle. Then Sahadeva pierced
those steeds with keen shafts. Afflicted with those shafts , they
quickly ran away, careering hither and thither.' For catch
ing hold of the reins, he once laid aside his bow , and then he
took up his bow for using it, laying aside the reins. During
those opportunities the so

n

o
f Madri covered him with arrows .

Then Karna , desirous of rescuing thy son , rushed to that spot . '

Thereupon Vrikodara , with great care , pierced Karna in the

chest and arms with three broad -headed shafts sped from his

bow drawn to it
s

fullest stretch . ' ' Struck with those shafts
like a snake with a stick , Karna stopped and began to resist

Bhimasena , shooting keen shafts . " Thereupon a fierce battle

took place between Bhima and Rādhā ' s son . Both o
f

them

rage ) . " Excited with wrath , and rushing towards each other .

with great speed , they roared at each other . Those two d
e

lighters in battle were then very close to each other . So near
were they that they could not easily shoot their shafts at each

other . Thereupon a
n encounter with maces happened . Bhima

sena speedily broke with his mace the Kuvara o
f

Karna ' s car .

That feat o
f his , O king , seemed highly wonderful . Then the

valiant son o
f

Rādhā , taking u
p
a mace , hurled it at Bhima ' s

car . Bhima , however , broke it with a mace o
f

h
is own . Then

taking u
p
a heavy mace once more , Bhima hurled it a
t Adhi .

ratha ' s son . ' ? - 16 Karna struck that mace with numerous shafts

o
f

beautiful wings sped with great force , and once again with
other shafts . Thus struck with Karna ' s shafts , that mace
turned back towards Bhima , like a snake afflicted with incanta
tions . With the re -bound of that mace , the huge standard o

f

Bhima ! 7 - 18 broke and fell down . Struck with that samemace ,

Bhima ' s driver also became deprived o
f his senses . Then

Bhima , mad with rage , sped eight shafts a
t Karna , ' ' and his

standard , and bow , and leathern fence , O Bhārata . Themighty

Bhimasena , that slayer o
f hostile heroes , with the greatest

care , O Bhārata , cut of
f , with those keen shafts , the standard ,

the bow , and the leathern fence o
f Karna . The latter then ,
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decked bow , shot a number of shafts , and quickly slew Bhima's
steeds of the hue of bears , and then his two Pārshni dri
vers.30-22 When h

is

car was thus injured , Bhima , that chasti
ser of foes , quickly jumped into the car of Nakula like a lion
jumping down upon amountain summit . "

"Meanwhile Drona and Arjuna , those two foremost of car
warriors , preceptor and pupil , both skilled in weapons , O

monarch , fought with each other in battle , 34 stupifying the
eyes and minds o

f men with their lightness in the use o
f

weapons and the sureness o
f

their a
im , and with the motions of

their cars . 25 Beholding that battle , the like ofwhich had never
been witnessed before , between preceptor and pupil , the other
warriors abstained from fighting with each other and trembled . ae

Each o
f

those heroes , displaying beautiful evolutions o
f his

car , wished to place the other o
n his right . The warriors

present there beheld their prowess and became filled with
wonder . Indeed , that great battle between Drona and the so

n

o
f

Pāndu resembled that , O monarch , between a couple of hawks

in the welkin fo
r

the sake o
f
a piece o
f meat . Whatever feats

Drona performed fo
r

vanquishing the son o
f Kunti , 83 - as were

a
ll

counteracted b
y

Arjuna performing similar feats . When
Drona failed to gain any ascendancy over the so

n

o
f

Pāndu ,

the so
n

o
f Bharadwāja , that warrior acquainted with the course

o
f

a
ll weapons , invoked into existence the Aindra , the Paçu

pata , the Tăshtru , the Vāyavya ,and the Yümya weapons . 30 - 31

As soon a
s

those weapons issued from Drona ' s bow , Dhanan
jaya destroyed them quickly . When h

is weapons were thus
duly destroyed b

y

Arjuna with his own weapons , 2 Drona
shrouded the so

n

o
f

Pāndu with the mightiest o
f celestial

weapons . Every weapon , however , that Drona shot at Pārtha
from desire o

f vanquishing the latter , was shot b
y

Partha in

return fo
r

baffling it . Seeing al
l

his weapons , even the celestial
ones , duly baffled b

y

Arjuna , Drona applauded the latter in

his heart . That chastiser of foes , 0 Bhārata , regarded himself
superior to every person in the world acquainted with weapons ,

in consequence o
f Arjuna having been his pupil . Thus resisted

b
y

Pārtha in the midst of all those illustrious warriors , 18 - 86

Drona , struggling with vigor , cheerfully resisted Arjuna ( in
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return ),wondering al
l

the while . Then the celestials and Gan
dharvas in thousands , 87 and Rishis and bodies of Siddhas ,

were seen o
n a
ll

sides in the welkin . Filled with (those a
s

also

with ) Apsarās and Yakshas and Rākshasas , it once more
seemed that the welkin was darkened b

y gathering clouds .

An invisible voice , fraught with the praises of Drona and the
high -souled Pārtha ,was heard to repeatedly course through the
firmament . When in consequence o

f the weapons shot b
y

Drona and Pārtha a
ll

sides seemed abiaze with light , 89 – 40 the
Siddhas and the Rishis that were present , said , - This is no

human , nor Asura , nor Rākshasa , nor celestial , nor Gan
dharva battle ! Without doubt this is a high Brahma en
counter ! This battle is exceedingly beautiful and highly won
derful ! We have never seen or heard o

f it
s

like ! * 1 – 43 Some

times the preceptor prevails over the son of Pāndu , and some
times the so

n

o
f Pāndu prevails over Drona ! No one can find

any difference between them 1
4 If Rudra , dividing his own

self into two portions , fights himself with himself , then may an
instance b

e

had to match this . No where else can an instance

b
e

found to match it ! * 4 Science , gathered in one place ,

exists in the preceptor . Science and means a
re

in the son o
f

Pāndu ! Heroism in one place is in Drona . Heroism and might
are in the son o

f Pāndu . * None of these warriors ca
n

b
e

withstood b
y

foes in battle . If they wish , both of them can

destroy the universe with the gods ! * 6 _ Beholding those two

bulls among men , O monarch , all invisible and visible crea
tures said these words . “ ? The high -souled Drona then , in that
battle , invoked into existence the Brāhma weapon , afflicting

Pārtha and all invisible beings . 48 Thereupon the Earth with her
mountains and waters and trees trembled . Fierce winds began

to blow . The seas swelled in agitation . * ' The combatants o
f the

Kuru and the Pāndava armies , as also all other creatures , be
came inspired with fear , when that illustrious warrior uplifted

that weapon . so Then Pārtha , O monarch , fearlessly baffled that
weapon b

y
a Brāhma weapon o
f

h
is own , at which al
l

that
agitation in nature was speedily pacified . At last when none

o
f

them could vanquish his antagonist in single combat , a

general engagement took place between the two hosts , causing



622 [DROTAIHAHABBARATA .

a great confusion on the field ." During the progress of that
dreadful battle between Drona and the son of Pāndu (as also of

that general engagement), once more , O king , nothing could
be distinguished . The welkin became covered with dense

showers of shafts as if with masses of clouds, and creatures
ranging the a

ir
could n

o longer find a passage through their

element . ' " 54

SECTION CXC .

“ Sanjaya said , — During that fearful carnage o
f

men a
n
d

steeds and elephants ,Duscāsana , O king , encountered Dhrishta
dyumna . ' Mounted upon h

is golden car and exceedingly

afflicted with the shafts o
f

Duscâsana , the Pānchāla prince
wrathfully showered his shafts upon thy son ' s steeds . Cover

e
d with the shafts of Prishata ' s son , o king , Duscāsana ' s ca
r ,

with standard and driver , soon became invisible . Afflicted
with those showers o

f

arrows , Duscāsana , O monarch , became
unable to stay before the illustrious prince o

f

the Panchālas . *

Forcing , by means o
f his shafts , Duscāsana to turn back ,

Prishata ' s son , scattering his arrows , proceeded against Drona

in that battle . At that time Hridikā ' s son Kritavarman , with
three o

f his uterine brothers , appeared o
n the scene a
n
d

attempted to oppose Dhrishtadyumna . Those bulls among

men , however , viz . , the twins (Nakula and Sahadeva ) , follow

in
g

in the wake o
f

Dhrish tadyumna who was thus proceeding

like a blazing fire towards Drona , began to protect him . ? Then
all those great car -warriors , endued with might and excited
with rage , began to strike one another ,making death their
goal . Of pure souls and pure conduct , o king , and keeping
heaven in view , they fought according to righteous methods ,

desirous o
f vanquishing one another . Of stainless lineage

and stainless acts , and endued with great intelligence , those
rulers o

f

men , keeping heaven in view , fought fa
ir

battles with

another . There was nothing unfair in that fight and n
o

weapon was used that is regarded unfair . No barbed arrows ,

nor those called nālikas , nor those that are poisoned , no
r

those with heads made o
f

horns , nor those equipt with many
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pointed heads, n
o
r

those made o
f

the bones o
f

bulls and ele

phants , nor those having two heads , nor those having rusty

heads , nor those that are not straight -going , were used

b
y any

o
f

them . * 11 - 13 All of them used simple and fair weapons and

desired to win both fame and regions o
f great blessedness b
y

fighting fairly , 13 Between those four warriors o
f thy army and

those three o
f the Pandava side , the battle that took place was

exceedingly dreadful but divested o
f everything unfair . " Then

Dhrishtadyumna , exceedingly quick in the use o
fweapons ,

beholding those brave and mighty car -warriors o
f thy army

checked b
y

the twins (Nakula and Sahadeva ) , proceeded to

wards Drona . ' Checked b
y

those two lions among men , those

four heroic warriors encountered the former like the winds

assailing a couple o
f

mountains (standing o
n their way ) . " *

Each o
f

the twins — those great ca
r
-warriors — was engaged

with a couple o
f antagonists . Meanwhile Dhrishtadyumna pour

e
d showers o
f arrows upon Drona . ' ? Beholding the invincible

prince o
f the Pānchālas proceeding against Drona , and those

four heroes ( o
f

h
is

own army ) engaged with the twins , Duryo

dhana , O monarch , rushed to that spot , scattering showers o
f

blood -drinking arrows . Seeing this , Sātyaki quickly approach

e
d the Kuru king . 18 - 19 Those two tigers among men , viz . , the

two descendants o
f Kuru and Madhu , approaching each other ,

became desirous o
f striking each other in battle . 20 Recalling

to mind their behaviour towards each other in childhood and

reflecting with pleasure o
n the same , they gazed a
t each other

and smiled repeatedly . Then king Duryodhana (mentally )

blaming his own conduct , addressed h
is

ever dear friend Sātya

ki , and said , 22 _ Fie o
n wrath , O friend , and fi
e

o
n vindictive

ness ! Fie o
n Kshatriya usage , and fi
e

o
n might and prowess , " 3

since thou aimest thy weapons a
t

me and I to
o

a
m aiming a
t

thee , O bull of Cini ' s race ! In those days thou wert dearer to

me than life itself ,and I also was such to thee ! 24 Alas , al
l

those

· * All these arrows inflicted bad wounds and could not be easily e
x .

tracted . Shafts of crooked courses were condemned because the com

batants could not easily baffle them , not knowing a
t

whom they would

fall . - T ,
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acts of childhood that I remember , of both thyself and mine ,
become as nothing on the field of battle la

s

Alas , moved b
y

wrath and covetousness , we a
re

here today fo
r

fighting with

each other , O thou o
f the Sātwata race : - Unto h
im who said

those words , O king , Sātyaki , conversant with high weapons ,

taking u
p

some keen arrows , smilingly replied , — This is n
o

assembly , O prince , nor the abode of our preceptor , where in

former days we sported , O prince , mingling together ! - "467
Duryodhana answered , — Where have those sports of our child
hood gone , O bull of Cini ' s race , and , alas , how has this battle
now come upon u

s ! It seems that the influence o
f Time is

irresistible ! 28 (Urged though we are ) b
y

desire o
f wealth ,what

use , however , have we o
f

wealth that , assembled together , we

are now engaged in battle ,moved b
y

avarice o
f

wealth * "

" Sanjaya said , — Unto king Duryodhana who said so , Satyar

ki replied , — This has always been the usage of Kshatriyas , viz . ,

they have to fight even with their preceptors ! * * If I am dear

to thee , O king , then slay me without any delay ! Through

thee , O bull of Bharata ' s race , I would then enter the regions

o
f

the righteous ? 81 Exhibit , without delay , al
l

thy might and
prowess ! I do not desire to witness this great calamity o

f
friends ! 8 : _ Having replied and rejoined thus , Sātyaki , O mon
arch , fearlessly and in utter disregard o

f

lif
e , quickly advanced

against Duryodhana . Beholding him advance , thy son re - . .

ceived him . Indeed , O king , thy son poured o
n him o
f Cini ' s

race a perfect shower o
f

arrows . 84 Then commenced a terrible

battle between those lions o
f

Kuru ' s and Madhu ' s races , re

sembling a
n

encounter between a
n elephant and a lion . Then

Duryodhana , filled with wrath , pierced the invincible Sātyaki

with many keen arrows shot from h
is

bow drawn to it
s

fullest

stretch . Satyaki quickly pierced the Kuru prince in return

with fifty keen shafts in that battle and once more with twenty

and again with ten shafts . 87 Then in that encounter , O king ,

thy son , smiling the while , pierced Sātyaki in return with

thirty arrows shot from his bowstring drawn to his ear . 68

Shooting then a razor -headed arrow , he cut off in twain the
bow , with arrow fixed thereon , of Sātyaki . Endued with
great lightness o
f

hand , the latter then , taking u
p
a tougher



BADBA PARVA , 625DRONA PARYA .

bow , shot showers of shafts at thy son . As those lines of

arrows advanced for compassing the death of Duryodhana ,39-40
the latter , O king , cut them into pieces , at which the troops

shouted loudly . With great swiftness , the Kuru king afflicted
Sātyaki with three and seventy shafts equipt with wings of
gold and steeped in o

il
and shot from his bow drawn to it

s

fullest stretch . All those arrows of Duryodhana , as also his
bow with arrow fixed thereon , 41 - 42 Sātyaki quickly cut o

ff .

The Sātwata hero then poured showers o
f

shafts o
n his anta

gonist . Deeply pierced b
y Sātyaki , and feeling great pain ,

Duryodhana , O king , in great distress , sought shelter in an
other car . Having rested awhile and refreshed himself , thy

son once more advanced against Sātyaki , 48 - 4 + shooting showers

o
f

shafts a
t the latter ' s car . Smilingly , o king , Sātyaki

ceaselessly shotmultitudes of shafts a
t Duryodhana ' s car . The

shafts o
f both mingled with one another in the welkin . In

consequence o
f

those arrows thus shot b
y

both falling fast

o
n every side , 45 - 46 loud sounds like those o
f
a raging fire

consuming a mighty forest arose there . With those thousands

o
f arrows shot b
y

both , the Earth was densely covered . * ?
The welkin also became filled therewith . Beholding then that
foremost o

f

car -warriors , viz . , that hero o
f Madhu ' s race , to

b
emightier than Duryodhana , 48 Karna rushed to that spot ,

desirous o
f rescuing thy son . The mighty Bhimasena , how

ever , could not brook that attempt of Karna “ . He , therefore ,

quickly proceeded against Karna , shooting innumerable shafts .

Cutting o
ff all those shafts of Bhima with the greatest ease ,

Karnaso cut of
f

Bhima ' s bow , arrows , and driver also , with his
own shafts . Then Pāndu ' s so

n

Bhima , filled with rage , took

u
p
a mace , s ' and crushed the bow , standard , and driver of his

antagonist in that encounter . The mighty Bhima also broke

one of the wheels o
f Karna ' s car . " * Karna , however , stood

o
n that car o
f

his which had one of its wheels broken , immoy

able a
s (Meru ) the king o
f mountains . That beautiful car of

his which had now only one wheel , was borne b
y

his steeds , 58

like the single -wheeled ca
r

o
f Surya drawn b
y

the seven celes

tial steeds . Incapable o
f brooking the feats o
f Bhimasena ,

Karna , continued to fight with the latter , 54 using diverse kinds
79
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of shafts in profusion and diverse kinds of other weapons in that
encounter . Bhimasena also , filled with wrath , continued to
fight with the Suta 's son . When the engagement became
general and confused , (Yudhishthira ) the son of Dharma ,
addressing a

ll
the foremost o

f warriors among the Pānchālas

and the Matsyas , said , " — They that are our life , they that ar
e

our heads , they amongst us that are endued with great strength ,

— those bulls among men , — ar
e

all engaged with the Dhärta
rāshtras ! 57 Why d

o y
e

then stand thus a
s
if stipified a
n
d

deprived o
f your senses ? Proceed thither where these ca
r
-war

riors o
fmy army are fighting 16 Driving away your fears

and keeping in view the duties of Kshatriyas , ( engage in fight , )

for then , conquering o
r slain , ye will gain desirable goals ? If

you prove victors , you may perform diverse sacrifices with p
ro

fuse gifts to Brāhmanas ! If , on the other hand , you a
re

slain ,

becoming then the equals o
f

the celestials , you will win many
regions o

f

blessedness ! 6° — Thus urged by the king , those

heroic and mighty car -warriors engaged in battle , observant of

Kshatriya duties , quickly proceeded against Drona . " The
Pānchālas then , from one side , assailed Drona with innumer

able arrows , while others headed b
y

Bhimasena began to resist

him from another side . The Pāndavas had three crooked
minded mighty car -warriors amongst them . They were Bhima
sena and the twins (Nakula and Sahadeva ) . These addressed
Dhananjaya loudly and said , ' 8 — Rush , O Arjuna , with speed
and drive away the Kurus from Drona ' s vicinity ! If the
preceptor can b

e deprived o
f

his protectors , the Pānchālas may
then slay him easily ! 64 _ Thus addressed , Pārtha suddenly
rushed against the Kauravas , while Drona rushed against the
Pānchālas headed b

y

Dhrishtadyumna . Indeed , on that the
fifth day ( o

f

Drona ' s command ) , those heroic combatants ,

O Bhārata , were grinded and crushed with great celerity ( by

Bharadwāja ' s son ) . " 16
5

SECTION CXCI .

" Sanjaya said , — Then Drona caused a great carnage among
the Pānchālas like the slaughter caused b
y

Cakra himself in
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rage amongst the Dinavas in days of yore .' The great care
warriors of the Pāndava army, endued with mighty and energy ,
though slaughtered , 0 king, by Drona 's weapons, were not
yet afeared of Drona in that battle .' Indeed , O monarch , those
mighty car -warriors , viz., the Pānchālas and the Srinjayas , al

l

rushed against Drona himself fo
r

fighting with him . ' Loud
and fierce were the yells they uttered a

s they rushed towards

Drona fo
r encompassing him o
n all sides and were slaughtered

by him with shafts and darts . * Beholding the slaughter of the
Panchālas in that battle b

y

the illustrious Drona , and seeing

his weapons overwhelm a
ll

sides , fear entered the hearts of the
Påndavas . Beholding that dreadful carnage o

f steeds and

human beings in that battle , the Pandavas , O monarch , becamo
hopeless o

f victory . (They began to say unto each other ) — Is

it not evident that Drona , that warrior conversant with the
mightiest o

f weapons , will consume us al
l

like a raging con
flagration consuming a heap o

f

straw in the season o
f spring ? '

There is none competent to even look a
t

him in battle ! Con
versant with the ways o

f morality , Arjuna (who alone is a
match fo

r

him ) will not fight with him ! - Beholding the sons

o
f

Kunti afflicted with the shafts o
f Drona and inspired with

fear , Kecava , endued with great intelligence and devoted to

their welfare , addressed Arjuna and said , ' — This foremost of

a
ll

bowmen is incapable o
f being ever vanquished b
y

force in

battle b
y

the very gods with Vāsava a
t
- their head ! 10 When ,

however , he lays aside his weapons , he becomes capable o
f

being slain o
n the field b
y

even human beings ! Casting aside

virtue , y
e

sons o
f

Pāndu , adopt now some contrivance fo
r

gaining the victory , " so that Drona o
f

the golden car may not

slay u
s
a
ll
in battle ! Upon the fall o
f
(his son ) Açwatthāman ,

h
e will cease to fight , I think . 1 : Let some man , therefore , tell

him that Açwatthāman hath been slain in battle ! — This advice ,

however , o king , was not approved b
y

Kunti ' s son Dhanan
jaya . ' Others approved o

f it . But Yudhishthria accepted it

with great difficulty . Then the mighty -armed Bhima , O king ,

slew with a mace a foe -crushing , terrible , and huge elephant ,

named Açwatthāman , of his own army , belonging to Indravar
man the chief of the Mālavas , 14 - 18 Approaching Drona then
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in that battle , with some bashfulness Bhimasena began to ex
claim aloud , - Açwatthāman hath been slain !16 – That elephant
named Açwatthāman having been thus slain , Bhima spoke of
Açwatthāman 's slaughter . Keeping the true fact within h

is

mind , he said what was untrue , " ? Hearing those highly d
is

agreeable words o
f

Bhima , and reflecting upon them , Drona ' s

limbs seemed to dissolve like sand in water . Recollecting ,

however , the prowess of his son , he soon came to regard that
intelligence a

s

false . Hearing , therefore , of his slaughter ,

Drona d
id not become unmanned . " Indeed , soon recovering

his senses , he became comforted , remembering that h
is

so
n

was incapable o
f being resisted b
y

foes . " Rushing towards th
e

son o
f

Prishata and desirous o
f slaying that hero who had

been ordained a
s

his slayer , he covered h
im with a thousand

keen shafts equipt with kanka feathers . " Then twenty thou
sand Pānchāla car -warriors of great energy covered h

im , while

h
e

was thus careering in battle , with their shafts . Com
pletely shrouded with those shafts , we could not any longer
see that great car -warrior who then resembled , O monarch ,

the Sun covered with clouds in the season o
f

rains . 23 Filled
with wrath and desirous o

f compassing the destruction o
f

those brave Pānchālas , thatmighty car -warrior , that scorcher

o
f

foes , viz . , Drona , dispelling a
ll

those shafts o
f

the Pān

chālas , then invoked into existence the Brāhma weapon .

At that time Drona looked resplendent like a smokeless and
blazing fire . 24 - 25 Once more filled with rage , the valiant so

n

o
f Bharadwāja , slaughtering a
ll

the Somakas , seemed to b
e

invested with great splendour . In that dreadful battle h
e

felled the heads o
f

the Pânchālas and cut o
ff

their massive

arms looking like spiked maces and decked with golden

ornaments . 27 Indeed , those Kshatriyas , slaughtered in battle

b
y

Bharadwāja ' s son , fel
l

down o
n the Earth and la
y

scattered

like trees uprooted b
y

the tempest . * * In consequence o
f

fallen

elephants and steeds , O Bhārata , the Earth ,miry with flesh
and blood , became impassable . ' Having slain twenty thousand
Pānchāla car -warriors , Drona , in that battle , shone resplendent

like a smokeless and blazing firo . s0 Once more filled with rage ,

the valiant so
n

o
f Bharadıvāja cut o
ff , with a broad -headed
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arrow , the head of Vasudāna from his trunk ." Once more
slaying five hundred Matsyas , and si

x

thousand elephants , he

slew te
n

thousand steeds . Beholding Drona stationed o
n the

field fo
r

the extermination o
f

the Kshatriya race , the Rishis
Vicwāmitra , and Jamadagni , and Bharadwāja , and Gautama ,and
Vaçishtha , and Kaçyapa , and Atri , and the Sikatas , the Pric
nis , Garga , the Välikhilyas , theMarichipas , the descendants

o
f Bhrigu and Angiras , and diverse other sages of subtile forms ,

quickly came thither with the Bearer o
f

sacrificial libations

a
t their head , and , desirous of taking Drona away unto the

region o
f

Brahman , 83 - 86 addressed Drona , that ornament o
f

battle , and said , — Thou art fighting unrighteously . The hour

o
f thy death is come . 86 Laying aside thy weapons in battle , O

Drona , behold us stationed here ! After this , it behoveth thee
not to perpetrate such exceedingly cruel deeds ! 87 Thou a

rt

versed in the Vedas and their branches . Thou art devoted to

the duties enjoined b
y

truth . Especially , thou a
rt
a Brāhmana !

Such acts d
o

not become thee ! * & Lay aside thy weapons .
Drive away the fi

lm o
f

error that shrouds thee . Adhere now to
the eternal path . The period for which thou art to dwell in the
world o

f

men is now full . 89 Thou hast , with the Brāhma
weapon , burntmen o

n Earth that are unacquainted with weap

ons . This a
ct that thou hast perpetrated , O regenerate one , is

not righteous ! * • Lay aside thy weapons in battle without
delay , O Drona ! D

o

not wait longer on Earth ! Dot not , o

regenerate one , again perpetrate such a sinful act ! 41 — Hearing

these words o
f

theirs a
s

also those spoken b
y

Bhimasena , and
beholding Dhrishtadyumna before him , Drona became exceed
ingly cheerless in battle . 4 : Burning with grief and exceed
ingly afflicted , he enquired of Kunti ' s son Yudhishthira a

s to

whether his so
n

(Açwatthaman ) had been slain o
r not . 43

Drona firmly believed that Yudhishthira would never speak a
n

untruth even for the sake o
f

the sovereignty o
f

the three

worlds . * * For this reason that bull among Brāhmanas asked
Yudhishthira and not any body else . He had hoped for truth

“ Meanwhile , O monarch , Govinda , knowing that Drona ,

that foremost o
f warriors , was capable o
f sweeping a
ll

the
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Pāndavas o
ff

the face o
f

the Earth , became much distressed .

Addressing Yudhishthira h
e

said , " S _ If Drona fighteth , filled
with rage , fo

r

even half a day , I tell thee truly , thy army will
then b

e
annihilated ? " ? Save us then from Drona ! Under such

circumstances , falsehood is better than truth ! B
y

telling a
n

untruth fo
r

saving a life one is not touched b
y

si
n . " There is no

si
n

in untruth spoken unto women , or in marriages , or fo
r

sar

ing kine , or for rescuing a Brāhmana . * * I _ While Govinda and
Yudhishthira were thus talking with each other , Bhimasena

(addressing the king ) said , - As soon , O monarch , as I heard of

the means b
y

which the high -souled Drona might b
e

slain , so

putting forthmy prowess in battle I immediately slew a mighty
elephant , like unto the elephant o

f
Cakra himself , belonging

to Indravarman , the chief of the Mālavas , who was standing

within thy army . I then went to Drona and told h
im ,

Acwatthäman has been slain , O Brāhmana ! Cease then to

fight ! 52 - 61 _ Verily , O bull among men , the preceptor d
id

n
o
t

believe in the truth o
f my words . Desirous of victory a
s

thou

art , accept the advice of Govinda 1
5
8

Tell Drona , O king , that
the son o

f Caradwat ' s daughter is no more ! Told b
y
thee ,

that bull among Brāhmanas will never fight ! 54 Thou , O ruler

o
f

men , art reputed to be truthful in the three worlds . — Hear
ing those words o

f Bhima and induced b
y

the counsels of

Krishna , “ s and owing also to the inevitability o
f

destiny , O

monarch , Yudhishthira ma le u
p

his mind to say what he wa
s

desired . Fearing to utter a
n

untruth , but earnestly desirous

o
f victory , Yudhishthiras distinctly said that Açwatthāman

was dead , adding indistinctly the word elephant (after the
name ) . Before this , Yudhishthira ' s car had stayed a

t
a height

o
f

four fingers ' breadth from the surface o
f

the Earth . "

After , however , he had said that untruth , his (vehicle a
n
d
)

animals touched the Earth . Hearing those words frum Yudhish
thira , the mighty ca

r

warrior Drona , " afflicted with grief for

the (supposed ) death o
f his son , yielded to the influence of

despair . A
t

the words again o
f the Rishis , he regarded himself

* This verse is omitted in the Bombay text . There can be no doubt ,

however , about it
s genuineness . — T .
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a great offender against the high -souled Pāndavas . Hearing
now about the death of his so

n , he became perfectly cheerless ;

and filled with anxiety upon beholding Dhrishtadyumna , O

king , that chastiser of foes could not fight as before . " " $ 9 - 60

Section CXCII .

" Sanjaya said , - Beholding Drona filled with great anxiety
and almost deprived o

f

his senses b
y grief , Dhrishtadyumna ,

the son o
f

the Pānchāla king , rushed a
t

him . ' That hero had ,

fo
r

the destruction o
f Drona , been obtained b
y

Drupada , that
ruler o

f

men , at a great sacrifice , from the bearer of sacrificial
libations . Desirous of slaying Drona , he now took u

p
a victory

giving and formidable bow whose twang resembled the roll o
f

the clouds , whose string was possessed o
f great strength , and

which was irrefragible and celestial . And h
e

fixed o
n it a fierce

arrow resembling a snake o
f virulent poison and possessed o
f

the

splendour o
f

fire . That arrow , resembling a fire o
f

fierce

flames , while within the circle of his bow , looked like the
autumnal Sun o

f great splendour within a radiant circle . S - s

Beholding that blazing bow bent with force b
y

Prishata ' s son ,

the troops regarded that to b
e

the last hour ( o
f

the world ) .

Seeing that arrow aimed a
t

him , the valiant so
n

o
f Bharadwāja

thought that the last hour of his body had come . ” The pre
ceptor prepared with care to baffle that shaft . The weapons ,

however , of that high - souled one , O monarch , no longer ap
peared a

t

his bidding . * 8 His weapons had not been exhausted
although h

e

had shot them ceaselessly fo
r

four days and one

night . O
n

the expiry , however , of the third part o
f

that the

fifth day , his arrows became exhausted . ' Seeing the exhaus .

tion o
f

h
is arrows , and afflicted with grief on account of his

son ' s death , and in consequence also of the unwillingness o
f the

celestial weapons to appear a
t

his bidding , ' ' he desired to lay

* The celestial weapons were all living agents that appeared a
t

the
bidding of him who knew how to invoke them . They abandoned , how .

ever , the person whose death was imminent , although invoked with the

usual formulae . - - T .
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aside his weapons, urged thereto by the words of the Rishis
also . Though filled with great energy , he could not, however ,
fight as before ." Then taking up another celestial bow that
Angiras had given him , and certain arrows that resembled
a Brāhmana 's curse, he continued to fight with Dhrishta
dyumna ." He covered the Panchāla prince with a thick
shower of arrows , and filled with rage,mangled h

is angry anta
gonist . ' s With his own keen shafts he cut off into a hundred
fragments those o

f

the prince a
s also the latter ' s standard and

bow . He then felled his antagonist ' s driver . 14 Then Dhrishta
dyumna , smiling , took u

p

another bow , and pierced Drona with

a keen shaft in the centre o
f

the chest . Deeply pierced there
with and losing his self -possession in that encounter , that mighty

bowman then , with a sharp and broad -headed arrow , once more
cut off Dhrishtadyumna ' s bow . ' Indeed , the invincible Drona
then cut o

ff a
ll

the weapons , O king , and al
l

the bows that his
antagonist had , with the exception only o

f

h
is

mace and

sword . " Filled with rage , he then pierced the angry Dhrishta
dyumna , O chastiser of foes , with nine keen arrows capable o

f

taking the life o
f every foe . ' Then the mighty car -warrior

Dhrishtadyumna o
f immeasurable soul , invoking into existence

the Brāhma weapon , caused the steeds of his own car to b
e

mingled with those o
f

his fo
e ' s . 19 Endued with the speed of

the wind , those steeds that were red and o
f the hue o
f pigeons ,

O bull o
f

Bharata ' s race , thusmingled together , looked exceed
ingly beautiful . a . Indeed , O king , those steeds thus mingled to

gether o
n the field o
f

battle , looked beautiful like roaring clouds

in the season o
f rains , charged with lightning . Then that

the wheel -joints , and (other ) car -joints o
f Dhrishtadyumna , “

less , the heroic Dhrishtadyumna , fallen into great distress ,

grasped a mace . Filled with rage , the mighty car -warrior
Drona o

f

unbaffled prowess , b
y

means o
f
a number o
f

keen

shafts , cut of
f

thatmace while it was o
n the point o
f being

hurled a
t

him . 24 Beholding h
is

mace cut off b
y

Drona with

h
is

arrows , that tiger among men , ( viz . , the Panchāla prince ) ,

took u
p

a spotless sword and a bright shield decked with
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a hundred moons ." Without doubt , under those circum
stances , the Pānchāla prince determined to make an end of
that foremost of preceptors , that high -souled warrior . Some
times sheltering himself in his car-box and sometimes rid
ing on his car-shaft, the prince moved about , uplifting his
sword and whirling his bright shield ." The mighty car-war
rior Dhrishtadyumna, desirous of achieving , froni folly, a
difficult feat, hoped to pierce the chest of Bhardwāja 's son
in that battle . Sometimes he stayed upon the yoke, and
sometimes under th

e

haunches o
f

Drona ' s red steeds . These
movements o

f

his were highly applauded b
y

all the troope . '

Indeed , while h
e stayed amid the trappings o
f the yoke

o
r

behind those red steeds , Drona found n
o opportunity to

strike him . All this seemed exceedingly wonderful . 30 The
movements o

f

both Drona and Prishata ' s son in that battle
resembled those o

f
a hawk careering through the welkin for

a piece o
f meat . Then Drona , b
y

means o
f
a dart , pierced

the white steeds o
f his antagonist , one after another , not

striking , however , the red ones amongst them (that belonged

to himself ) . * 83 Deprived o
f

life , those steeds of Dhrishta .

dyumna fell down upon the Earth . Thereupon the red steeds

o
f

Drona himself , O king , were freed from the entanglements

o
f Dhristadyumna ' s car . 33 Beholding his steeds slain b
y

that foremost o
f

Brāhmanas , Prishata ' s son , that mighty
car -warrior , that foremost o

f fighters , could not brook it . 84

Though deprived o
f

his car , still that foremost of al
l

swords
men , armed with his sword , sprang towards Drona , O monarch ,

like Vinatā ' s son (Garuda ) making a swoop a
t
a snake . "

The form , o king , of Dhrishtadyumna a
t

that time when

h
e sought to slay the so
n

o
f Bharadwāja resembled the form

o
f

Vishnu himself in days o
f yore when a
t

the point o
f

slaying Hiranyakacipu . He performed diverse evolutions ,

In fact , O Kauravya , the son o
f

Prishati , careering in that

battle , exhibited the well -known one and twenty different
kinds o

f

motion . Armed with the sword , and shield in hand ,

Prishata ' s son wheeled about , and whirled his sword o
n high ,

• * I adopt the Bombay reading . – T .

80
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and made side thrusts, and rushed forward , and ran sideways ,
and leapt high , and assailed the flanks of his antagonists and
receded backwards , and closed with his foes, and pressed them

hard . Having practised them well , he also showed the evolu
tions called Bhiratu , Kauçika, and Sātwata , as he careered in
that battle fo

r

compassing the destruction o
f

Drona . Beholding
those beautiful evolutions o

f Dhrishtadyumna a
s

h
e

careered

o
n the field , sword and shield in hand , 88 - 40 al
l

the warriors , as

also the celestials assembled there , were filled with wonder .

The regenerate Drona then , shooting a thousand arrows in the
thick o

f fight , cut off the sword o
f Dhrishtadyumna a
s

also

his shield decked with a hundred moons . Those arrows that
Drona shot , while fighting from such a near point , were

o
f the length o
f
a span . * 1 - 48 Such arrows are used only in

close fight . None else have arrows of that kind , except Cara
dwat ' s so

n
(Kripa ) , and Pārtha , and Açwatthāman and Kar

n
a . 4 : Praddyumna and Yuyudhāna have , and Abhimanyu also

had , such arrows . Then the preceptor ,desirous of slaying h
is

disciple who was unto him even a
s his own son , fixed o
n his

bowstring a strong shaft endued with great impetuosity . That
shaft , however , Sātyaki cut of

f by means of ten arrows , * 4 - 45

in th
e

very sight of thy son as also o
f

the high -souled Karna ,

and thus rescued Dhrishtadyumna who was o
n the point o
f

succumbing to Drona . 46 Then Keçava and Dhananjaya beheld
Sātyaki of prowess incapable of being baffled , who , O Bhārata ,

was thus careering in the car -tracks ( of the Kuru warriors ) and
within the range o

f the shafts o
f

Drona and Karna and Kripa .

Saying , - Excellent , Excellent ! — both of them loudly applaud

e
d Sātyaki o
f unfading glory , who was thus destroying the celes .

tial weapons of al
l

those warriors . Then Keçava and Dhanan
jaya rushed towards the Kurus . 47 - 49 Addressing Krishna ,

Dhananjaya said , - Behold , O Keçava , that perpetuator of Ma
dhhu ' s race , viz . , Sātyaki of true prowess , sporting before the
preceptor and thosemighty car -warriors , and gladdening meand
the twins and Bhima and king Yudhishthira 1

5
0
- 61 With skill

acquired b
y

practice and without insolence , behold that e
n

hancer o
f

the fame o
f the Vrishnis , viz . , Sätyaki , careering in

battle , sporting the while with those mighty car -warriors ! 5
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All these troops, as also the Siddhas (in the welkin ), behold
ing him invincible in battle , are filled with wonder , and
applauding him , saying , - Excellent, Excellent ! — Indeed , O
king , the warriors of both armies all applauded the Sātwata
hero , in consequence of his feats.' "42

SECTION CXCIII .

Sanjaya said , — Beholding those feats of the Sātwata hero ,
Duryodhana and others, filled with rage, quickly encompassed

the grandson of Cini on all sides . Kripa and Karna , as also
thy sons, O sire , in that battle , quickly approaching the grand

son of Cini, began to strike him with keen arrows . Then
king Yudhishthira , and the two other Pāndavas , viz ., the two
sons of Mādri , and Bhimasena of great might , surrounded
Sātyaki ( fo

r

protecting him ) . Karna , and the mighty car
warrior Kripa , and Duryodhana and others , al

l
resisted

Sātyaki , pouring showers o
f

arrows o
n

him . The grandson

o
f

Cini , however , contending with all those great ca
r
-warriors ,

baffled , O monarch , that terrible downpour o
f arrows so sud

denly created b
y

his foes . Indeed , in that dreadful battle ,

Sātyaki , bymeans of his own celestial weapons , duly resisted
all those celestial weapons aimed at him b

y

those illustrious

warriors . The field o
f battle became full of many cruel sights

upon that encounter o
f

those royal combatants , resembling

that scene of yore when Rudra , filled with rage , had destroyed
all creatures . ” Human arms and heads , and bows , O Bhārata ,

and umbrellas displaced (from cars ) , and yak -tails , were seen
lying in heaps on the field o

f

battle . The Earth became thick

ly strewn with broken wheels and cars , and inassive arms lopped

o
ff

from trunks , and brave horsemen deprived o
f

life . And ,

O foremost one among the Kurus , large numbers o
f

warriors ,

mangled with falling arrows , 9 - 10 were seen in that great battle

to roll and writhe o
n the ground in agony o
r

the last spasms o
f

death . During the progess of that terrible battle resembling
the encounter in days o

f

old between the celestials and the

Asuras , " king Yudhishthira the just , addressing his warriors ,

said , - Putting forth all your vigor , rush , ye great car -warriors ,
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against the Pot-born !! Yonder the heroic son of Prishata is
engaged with Drona ! He is endeavouring , to the utmost
of h

is might , to slay the son o
f Bharadwāja ! 8 Judging

from the aspect h
e

is presenting in this great battle , it

is evident that filled , with rage , he will today , overthrow
Drona ! ! 4 Uniting together , all of you fight with the Pot
born ! — Thus ordered b

y

Yudhishthira , the mighty car -war

riors o
f

the Srinjayas ' s all rushed with great vigor for slay
ing the so

n

o
f Bharadwāja . That mighty car -warrior , vi
z
. ,

Bharadwāja ' s sun , quickly rushed against those advaneing

warriors , knowing fo
r

certain that h
e

would have to die . When

Drona o
f

sure a
im thus proceeded , the Earth trembled violent

ly . 16 - 17 Fierce winds began to blow , inspiring the (hostile )

ranks with fear . Large meteors fell , seemingly issuing out of

the Sun , 3 blazing fiercely as they fell and foreboding great
terrors . The weapons of Drona , O sire , seemed to blaze u

p . "

Cars seemed to produce loud rattles , and steeds to shed tears .

The mighty car -warrior Drona seemed to b
e

divested o
f his

energies . 20 His left eye and left hand began to twitch . Be
holding Prishata ' s so

n

again before him , and bearing in mind

the words o
f the Rishis about h
is leaving the world fo
r

heaven , he became cheerless . He then desired to give u
p

lif
e

b
y

fighting fairly . 21 - 23 Encompassed o
n all sides b
y

the troops

o
f Drupada ' s son , Drona began to career in battle , consuming

large numbers o
f Kshatriyas . " That grinder of foes , having

slain four and twenty thousand Kshatriyas , then despatched

to Yama ' s abode ten times te
n

thousand b
y

means o
f

his shafts

o
f

keen points . 84 Exerting himself with care , he seemed to

stand in that battle like a smokeless fire . For the extermina
tion o

f the Kshatriya race , he then had recourse to the Brāh
ma weapon . 25 The mighty Bhima then , beholding the illus
trious and irresistible prince o

f

the Pānchālas carless and
weaponless , quickly proceeded towards him . Beholding him
striking a

t Drona from a near point , that grinder of foes took

u
p

Dhrishtadyumna o
n his own car , and said unto him , ? ? —

Suve thee there is n
o

other man that can venture to fight with
the preceptor . Be quick in slaying him . The burden o
f

h
is

slaughter rests upon thee : 28 - Thus addressed by Bhima , the
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mighty -armed Dhrishtadyumna speedily took up a strong , new ,

and very superior bow capable of bearing a great strain .”'
Filled with rage, and shooting his arrows in that battle at
irressistible Drona , Dhrishtadyumna covered the preceptor ,

desirous of withstanding h
im . 80 Those two ornaments of

battle then , both foremost of fighters and both filled with
rage , invoked into existence the Brāhma and diverse other
celestial weapons . " Indeed . O king , Dhrishtadyumna covered

Drona with many mighty weapons in that encounter . Destroy
ing a

ll

the weapons o
f Bharadwāj ' s son , the Panchāla prince , * *

that warrior of unfading glory , began to slay the Vaçātis , the
Civis , the Vālhikas , and the Kurus , them , that is , who pro
tected Drona in that battle . 88 Indeed , Oking , shooting
showers o

f arrows o
n a
ll

sides , Dhrishtadyumna a
t that time

looked resplendent like the Sun himself shedding his thousands

o
f rays . 84 Drong , however , once more cut of
f

the prince ' s bow
and pierced the vitals of the prince himself with many arrows .

Thus pierced , the prince felt great pain . Then Bhima o
f

great wrath , holding the car of Drona , O monarch , slowly
said these words unto him , so _ If wretches amongst Brāhranas
discontented with the avocations o

f their own order , but well

versed in arms , did not fight , the Kshatriya order then would
not have been thus exterminated ! 57 Abstention from injury

to al
l

creatures hath been said to be the highest o
f a
ll

virtues .

The Brāhmana is the root o
f

that virtue . As regards thyself
again , thou art the foremost of all persons acquainted with
Brahma . 98 Slaying a

ll

these Mlecchas and other warriors ,

who , however , are all engaged in the proper avocations o
f

their order ,moved thereto b
y

ignorance and folly , 0 Brāhmana ,

and b
y

the desire o
f

wealth fo
r

benefiting sons and wives ,

indeed , for the sake of an only so
n , why dost thou not feel

shame ? 89 – 40 He for whom thou hast taken u
p

weapons , and
for whom thou livest , he , deprived of life , lieth today o

n the

field o
f

battle , unknown to thee and behind thy back ? " King
Yudhishthira the just hath told thee this . It behoveth thee
not to doubt this fact ! — Thus addressed b

y

Bhima , Drona laid
aside h

is

bow . 43 Desirous of laying aside all hi
s

weapons also ,

Bharadwāja ' s son o
f

virtuous soul said aloud , - 0 Karna , O
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Karna , O great bowman , O Kripa , O Duryodhana ," I tell you
repeatedly , exert carefully in battle ! Let no injury happen to
you from the Pāndavas ! As regards myself, I lay aside my
weapons !" . - Saying these words , he began to loudly take the
name of Açwatthāman . Laying aside h

is weapons then in that
battle , and sitting down o

n the terrace o
f his car , es he devoted

himself to Yoga and assured all creatures , dispelling their fears .

Beholding that opportunity , Dhrishtadyumna mustered a
ll

his

energy . “ Laying down o
n his car his formidable bow with

arrow fixed o
n the bowstring , he took u
p
a sword , and jump

ing down from h
is

vehicle , rushed quickly against Drona . " ?

All creatures , human and otherwise , uttered exclamations o
f

woe , beholding Drona thus brought under Dhrishtadyumna ' s

power . 48 Loud cries of oh and alas were uttered , as also those

o
f
o
h and fi
e . As regards Drona , abandoning his weapons h
e

was then in a supremely tranquil state . " ' Having said those
words he had devoted himself to Yoga . Endued with great
effulgence and possessed o

f high ascetic merit , he had fixed
his heart on that Supreme and Ancient Being , viz . , Vishnu . sa

Bending his face slightly down , and swelling his breast for
ward , and closing h

is eyes , and staying o
n the quality o
f

Goodness , and disposing his heart to contemplation , si and
thinking o

n themonosyllabic O
m representing Brahma , and

remembering the puissant , supreme , and indestructible God o
f

gods , the radiant Drona of high ascetic merit , * * the preceptor

( of the Kurus and the Pāndavas ) , repaired to heaven that is

so difficult o
f being attained b
y

even the pious . Indeed , when
Drona thus proceeded to heaven , it seemed to u

s

that there

were then two Suns in the firmament ' s The whole welkin was
ablaze and seemed to b

e one vast expanse o
f equable light

when the Sun -like Bharadwāja of solar effulgence ascended to

the skies . 54 Within the twinkling o
f

a
n eye , however , that

effulgence disappeared . Confused sounds o
f joy were heard ,

uttered b
y

the gladdened celestials , " when Drona thus repaired

to the region of Brahman , Dhrishtadyumna standing , uncon
scious o

f
it a
ll , beside h
im . Only we five amongst men , beheld "

the high -souled Drona rapt in Yoga proceed to the highest
region o
f blessedness . These five were myself , Dhananjaya
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the son of Prithā , and Drona 's son Açwatthāman ,67 and Väsudeva
of Vrishni's race , and king Yudhishthira the just, the son
of Pandu . All else, o king, could not see that glory of the
wise Dronz devoted to Yoga while passing out of the world .
In fact , al

l

human beings were unconscious o
f the fact that

the preceptor attained to the supreme region o
f

Brahma ,

a region mysterious to the very gods , and one that is the
highest o

f a
ll . Indeed , none o
f

them could see th
e

precep

tor , that chastiser of foes , proceed to the region o
f

Brahma ,

devoted to Yoga , in the company o
f the foremost o
f Rishis ,

his body mangled with arrows and bathed in blood , after he

had laid aside his weapons . 58 – 61 . As regards Prishata ' s son ,

though everybody cried fi
e

o
n

him , yet , casting his eyes o
n

the lifeless Drona ' s head , he began to drag it . With his
sword then , he lopped off from his foe ' s trunk that head , his

fo
e remaining speechless the while . Having slain Bharadwāja ' s

son , Dhrishtadyumna was filled with great jo
y , 88 and uttered

leonine shouts , whirling h
is

sword . O
f
a dark complexion , with

white locks hanging down to his ears , that o
ld man o
f

five and

eighty years o
f

age , used , fo
r

thy sake only , to career o
n the

field o
f battle with the activity o
f
a youth o
f

sixteen . The
mighty -armed Dhananjaya the son o

f Kunti (before Drona ' s

head was cut of
f
) had said , 64 - 65 – O son o
f Drupada , bring the

preceptor alive , do not slay him ! - He should not be slain !

even thus all the troops also had cried out . Arjuna , in parti

cular ,melted with pity , had cried out repeatedly . Disregarding ,

however , the cries of Arjuna as also those o
f all the kings , 67

Dhrishtadyumna slew Drona , that bull among men , on the
terrace of his car . Covered with Drona ' s blood , Dhrish tadyumna

then jumped from the car down upon the ground . 68 Looking red
like the Sun , he then seemed to be exceedingly fierce . The troops
beheld Drona slain even thus in that battle . " Then Dhrishta
dyumna , that great bowman , Oking , threw down that large

head o
f Bharadwāja ' s son before the warriors o
f thy army . "

Thy soldiers , O monarch , beholding the head of Bharadwāja ' s

so
n , se
t

their hearts o
n flight and ran away in all directions . "

-Meanwhile Drona , ascending the skies , entered the stellar
path . Through the grace of the Rishi Krishna ( -Dwaipāyana )
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the son of Satyavati, I witnessed , o king , the ( true circum
stances about the ) death of Drona . I beheld that illustrious
one proceeding , after he had ascended the sky, like a smokeless
brand of blazing splendour . Upon the fall of Drona , the
Kurus , the Pāndavas , and the Srinjayas , al

l

became cheer

less78 - 74 and ran away with great speed . The army then broke u
p .

Many had been slain , and many wounded , by means of keen
shafts . " Thy warriors ( in particular ) , upon the fall of Drona ,

seemed to b
e deprived o
f

life . Having sustained a defeat , and
being inspired with fear about the future , the Kurus regarded

themselves deprived o
f

both the worlds . Indeed , they lost
all self -control . * Searching for the body of Bharadwāja ' s son ,

O monarch , on the field covered with thousands o
f head

less trunks , the kings could not find it . The Pāndavas , hav
ing gained the victory and great prospects o

f

renown in the

future , 77 – 78 began to make loud sounds with their arrows and

conchs , and utter loud leonine roars . Then Bhimasena , O king ,

and Dhrishtadyumna the son of Prishata , ” were seen in the

ing the son o
f

Prishata , that scorcher o
f

foes , viz . , Bhima ,

said , ' — I will again embrace thee , O son o
f Prishata , as one

crowned with victory , when that wretch o
f
a Suta ' s son shall

b
e

slain in battle , as also that other wretch , viz . , Duryo

dhana 1
3
1
_ Having said these words , Bhimasena the son o
f

Pāndu , filled with transports o
f

joy , caused the Earth to tremble

with the slaps o
n his armpits . 88 Terrified b
y

that sound , thy

troops ran away from battle , forgetting the duties o
f Kshatri

yas and setting their hearts o
n flight . The Pāndavas , having

become victors , became very glad , O monarch , and they felt
great happiness derived from the destruction o

f

their foes in

battle . ' " 34

* Deprived o
f

both th
e

worlds , having sustained a defeat , they lost

thisworld , and Aying away from the field , they committed a si
n

and

lost the next world . - T .

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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SECTION CXCIV .

" Sanjaya said , — Upon the fall of Drona , 0 king , the Kurus,
aMicted with weapons, deprived of their leader , broken , and
routed , became filled with grief.' Seeing their foes (the Pānda
vas) prevailing over them , they repeatedly trembled . Their
eyes filled with tears, and hearts inspired with fear, they be
came, o king , melancholy ,' and cheerless , and destitute of
exertion , and deprived of energy through grief. Uttering
loud wails , they gathered round thy son . Covered with dust ,
trembling (with fear), casting vacant eyes on a

ll

sides , and

their voice choked with tears , they resembled the Daityas

after th
e

fall o
f Hiranyāksha in days of yore . Surrounded b
y

them a
ll
a
s if b
y

small animals struck with fear , thy son , un
able to stay in their midst , passed away . Afflicted with hun
ger and thirst , and scorched b

y

the Sun , thy warriors then , O

Bhārata , became exceedingly cheerless . Beholding the fall of

Bharadwāja ' s son which was like unto the dropping of the Sun
down upon the Earth o

r

the drying u
p

o
f

the ocean o
r

the

transplantation o
f Meru o
r

the defeat o
f

Vāsava , beholding that
act incapable o

f being quietly witnessed , the Kauravas , O king ,

fled away in fear , terror lending them greater speed . ? - The
ruler o

f

the Gāndhāras ( viz . , Cakuni ) , behloding Drona of the
golden car slain , fled ,with the ca

r
-warriors o
f

his division , with
speed that was much greater . Even the Suta ' s son fled away

in fear , taking with him his own vast division , that was retreat
ing with great speed , with al

l

it
s

standards . " The ruler of the
Madras , viz . , Calya , also , casting vacant looks , around , fled
away in fear , taking with him his division teeming with cars
and elephants and steeds . " Caradwat ' s son Kripa , too , fled
away , saying , - Alas , Alas , - taking with him his division o

f

elephants and foot -soldiers the greater part of which had been
slain . " Kritavarman , o king , also fled away , borne b

y

his

swift steeds , and surrounded b
y

the remnant o
f

his Bhoja ,

Kalinga , Āratta , and Vālhika troops . ' Uluka also , O king ,

beholding Drona slain , fed away with speed , afflicted with
fear and accompanied b

y
a large body o
f

foot -soldiers . ' * Hand

8
1
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some and endued with youth , and repeated for his bravery ,
Duscāsana , also , in great anxiety , fled away , surrounded by

his elephant division .'s Taking with him ten thousand cars

and three thousand elephants, Vrishasona also fled with speed
at sight of Drona 's fall.46 Accompanied by his elephants and
horse and cars , and surrounded also by foot- soldiers , thy so

n ,

themighty car -warrior Duryodhana , too , file
d

away , 0 king . * *

Taking with him the remnant o
f

the Samsaptakas whom

Arjuna had not yet slaughtered , Suçarman , o king , fl
e
d

away , beholding Drona slain . ' Riding o
n elephants and cars

and steeds , al
l

the warriors o
f

the Kaurava army fled away

from the field , seeing Drona o
f the golden car slain . ' ' Some

urging their sires o
n , some their brothers , some their maternal

uncles , some their sons , some their friends , the Kauravas fi
le
d

away . Others urging o
n their brethren in arms , or their

sisters ' sons , or their kinsmen , fled away o
n all sides . With

dishevelled hair , and accoutrements loosened , all fled away in

such a manner that even two persons could not b
e

seen run

ning together . - - The Kur ' u army has been totally destroyed , -

even this was the belief o
f everybody . a3 Others amongst th
y

troops , fled away , o king , throwing off their coats o
f mail .

The soldiers loudly called upon one another , O bui ) of Bhara

ta ' s race , " saying , - Wait , Wait , do not fl
y , — but none o
f

them that said so themselves stood o
n the field . Abandoning

their vehicles and cars decked with omaments , * 4 the warriors ,

riding o
n steeds o
r using their legs , fted away with great speed .

"While the troops , deprived of energy , were thus flying
away with speed , 25 only Drona ' s son Açwatthāman , like a huge
alligator coming u

p

against the current o
f

a stream , rushed
against his foes . A fierce battle took place between him and

many warriors headed b
y

Cik handina and the Prabhadrakas ,

the Pānchālas , the Chedis , and the Kaikayas . Slaying many
warriors o

f

the Pāndava army that were incapable o
f being

defeated with ease , 27 and escaping with difficulty from the

press o
f

battle , that hero , possessed of the tread o
f

a
n infuri

ate elephant , saw the (Kaurava ) host running away , resolved

o
n flight . Proceeding towards Duryodhana , Drona ' s son , ap

prvaching the Kuru king , said , - Why , O Bhārata , are the

- - - -
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troops flying away as if in fear ? Although flying away , thus,

O monarch , thou dost not yet rally them in battle ! Thyself ,
too , O king , dost not seem to be in thy usual frame of mind !80
Upon the slaughter of what lion among car-warriors , O mon
arch , hath thy force fallen into this plight ? Tell me this, O
Kaurava ! O king, these al

l

that are headed (even ) b
y

Karna ,

wait not on the field ! In n
o

battle fought before did th
e

army

fl
y

away thus ! * Hath any evil befallen thy troops , 0 Bhārata ?

- Hearing these words of Drona ' s son o
n that occasion , Duryo

dhana , ' ' that bull among kings , felt himself unable to imparte

the bitter intelligence . Indeed , thy son seemed to sink into

a
n

ocean o
f grief like a foundered boat . 84 Beholding Drona ' s

son o
n his car , the king became bathed in tears . Suffused

with shame , O monarch , the king then addresssd Caradwat ' s

son , saying , 85 _ Blessed b
e

thou , say thou , before others , why

the army is thus flying away ! — Then Caradwat ' s son , O king ,

repeatedly feeling great anguish , told Drona ' s son how h
is

sire

had been slain . 86

“ Kripa said , - Placing Drona , that foremost of car -warriors

o
n

the Earth , a
t

our head , we commenced to fight with only

the Pānchālas . 97 When the battle commenced , the Kurus and
the Somakas , mingled together , roared a

t one another and be
gan to strike down one another with their weapons . 88 During

the progress o
f

that battle , the Dhārtarāshtras began to be

thinned . Seeing this , thy sire , filled with rage , invoked into
existence a celestial weapon , 89 Indeed , Drona , that bull among
men , having invoked the Brāhma weapon , slew his enemies

with broad -headed arrows , b
y

hundreds and thousands . * 40 Urg

e
d b
y

fate , the Pāndavas , the Kaikayas , the Matsyas , and the
Pānchālas , O foremost of regenerate ones , approaching Drona ' s

car , began to perish . “ With h
is

Brāhma weapon , Drona des
patched unto Yama ' s abode a thousand brave warriors and

two thousand elephants . 48 O
f
a dark complexion , with his

* Celestial weapons were invoked with mantras , as explained in a pre

vious note . They were forces which created a
ll

sorts o
f tangible weapons

that the invoker desired . Here the Brāhma weapon took the form o
f

brond -headed arrow3 . - T .
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gray locks hanging down to his ears , and full five and eighty
years o

ld , the aged Drona used to career in battle like s

youth o
f sixteen . “ When the enemy ' s troops were thus afflict

e
d and the kings were being slain , the Pānchālas , though filled

with the desire o
f

revenge , turned back from th
e

fight . "

When the enemy , turning back , partially lost their order ,

that vanquisher o
f

foes , (viz . , Drona ) , invoking celestial
weapons into existence , shone resplendent like the risen Sun . 45

Indeed , thy valiant sire , getting into the midst of the Pānda
vas , and having arrows fo

r
the rays that emanated from h

im ,

resembled themid -day Sun at whom none could gaze . * Scorcb

e
d b
y

Drona a
s
if b
y

the blazing Sun , they became cheerless
and deprived o

f

their energy and senses . * 7 Beholding them

thus afflicted by Drona with his shafts , the slayer of Madhu ,

desirous o
f victory to the sons o
f

Pāndu , said these words : 48 —

Truly , this foremost of all wielders of arms , this leader of the
leaders o

f

car -divisions , is incapable of being vanquished in

battle b
y

the slayer o
f Vritra himself ! * Y
e

sons o
f

Pandu ,

laying aside righteousness , take care of victory , so that Drona

o
f the golden car may not slay a
ll o
f you in battle ! I think

h
e

will not fight after the fall of Açwatthāman ! Let some
man falsely tell him that Açwatthāman has been slain in

battle ! 51 _ Hearing these words , Kunti ' s son Dhananjaya ap
proved them not . The advice , however , met with the appro
val of a

ll

others , and o
f

even Yudhishthira with some diff
culty 15 * Then Bhimasena , with a tincture o

f

bashfulness ,

said unto thy sire , - Açwatthāman hath been slain Thy

sire , however , did not believe him . Suspecting the intelli
gence to b

e

false , thy father , so affectionate towards thee ,

enquired o
f

Yudhishthira as to whether thou wert really dead

o
r

otherwise . 54 Afflicted with th
e

fear o
f
a lie , solicitous a
t

the same time o
f victory , Yudhishthira , beholding a mighty

elephant , huge as a hill , and called Açwatthāman , belonging

to the Mālava chief Indra varman , slain o
n the field b
y

Bhima ,

approached Drona and answered him , saying , 55 - 66 _ He fo
r

whom thou wieldest weapons , he , looking upon whom thou liv

e
st , that ever dear son of thine , viz . , Açwatthāman , hath been

slain ! 67 Deprived o
f

lif
e

h
e

lieth o
n the bare ground like a
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young lion ! - Aware fully of the evil consequences of false
hood , the king spoke those words unto that best of Brāhma
nas, indistinctly adding elephant (after Açwatthāman ). Hear
ing of the fall of his son , he began to wail aloud , aftlicted
with grief.58–60 Restraining (the force of ) his celestial weap
ons, he fought not as before. Beholding him filled with

anxiety and almost deprived of his senses by grief ,60 the son

of the Pānchāla king, of cruel deeds , rushed towards him .
Seeing the prince who had been ordained as his slayer, Drona ,
versed in all truths about men and things, abandoned a

ll

his

celestial weapons and sat in Praya o
n

the field o
f

battle ,

Then Prishata ' s son , seizing Drona ' s head with his left hand ,

and disregarding the loud admonitions o
f all the heroes , cut

off that head ! - Drona should not be slain , - even these were
the words uttered from every side ! 62 - 68 Similarly , Arjuna also ,

jumping down from his car , quickly ran towards Prishata ' s

so
n , with arms upraised and repeatedly saying , 64 _ 0 thou

that art acquainted with the ways of morality , do not slay the
preceptor but bring him alive ! — Though thus forbidden b

y
the Kauravas as also b

y Arjuna , ' S thy sire , O bull among men ,

was slain b
y

the cruel Dhrishtadyumna ! For this , afflicted

with fear , the troops a
re a
ll flying away ! Ourselves also ,

fo
r

the same reason , in great cheerlessness , O sinless one , are
doing the same ! " _ _

" Sanjaya continued , - Hearing o
f

the slaughter o
f

his sire

in battle , Drona ' s son , like a snake struck with the foot ,

became filled with fierce wrath . And filled with rage , O

sire , Açwatthāman blazed u
p

in that battle , like a fire fe
d

with a large quantity o
f

fuel . 68 Squeezing his hands and
grinding his teeth , and breathing like a snake , his eyes became

re
d

a
s

blood . ' ”

rms

SECTION CXCV .

“ Dhritarashtra said , — Hearing , O Sanjaya , of the slaught

e
r , by unrighteous means , of his aged sire , viz . , the regener

ate Drona , b
y

Dhrishtadyumna , what di
d

the valiant Açwat

thaman say , " he , that is , in whom human and Varuna
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-
-

and Agneya and Brāhma and Aindra and Nārāyana weap

ons are always present ? Indeed , learning that the preceptor ,

that foremost of virtuous men , had been unrighteously slain
by Dhrishtadyumna in battle , what did Açwatthāman say ?"
The high -souled Drona , having obtained the science of weap

ons from Rāma, had imparted (a knowledge of ) al
l

th
e

celes

tial weapons unto his so
n , desirous o
f seeing the latter decked

with all the accomplishments ( o
f
& warrior ) . * There is only

one person in this world , viz . , the son , and none else , whom
people desire to become superior to themselves . All high
souled preceptors have this characteristic , viz . , that they im

part a
ll

the mysteries o
f

their science unto either sons or

devoted disciples . Becoming his sire ' s pupil , O Sanjaya , an
d

obtaining all those mysteries with every detail , the son of

Caradwat ' s daughter has become a second Drona , and a great

hero . ? Açwatthāman is equal to Rāma in knowledge o
f

weapons , to Purandara in battie , to Kārtavirga in energy , and
Vrihaspati in wisdom . In fortitude that youth is equal to a

mountain , and in energy to fire . In gravity h
e
is equal

to the Ocean , and in wrath to the poison o
f

the snake . '

He is the foremost of all car -warriors in battle , a firm bowman ,
and above a

ll fatigue . In speed h
e
is equal to the wind itself ;

and h
e

careers in the thick o
f fight like Yama in rage . ' '

While h
e
is engaged in shooting arrows in battle , the very

Earth becomes afflicted . Of prowess incapable of being baffled ,

that hero is never fatigued b
y

exertion . " Purified b
y

th
e

Vedas and b
y

vows , he is a thorough master of the science

o
f

arms . Like Rāma the son of Daçaratha , he is , like th
e

ocean , incapable ofbeing agitated . " Hearing that the preceptor ,

that foremost of righteous persons , had been unrighteously slain

in battle b
y

Dhrishtadyumna , what , indeed , did Açwatthāman
say ? 18 Indeed , Açwatthāman hath been ordained to b

e

th
e

slayer o
f Dhrishtadyumna , even a
s Yajnasena ' s son , the prince

o
f

the Pānchālas , was ordained to b
e the slayer o
f

Drona ! *

What , oh , di
d

Acwatthāman say , hearing that his sire the pre

ceptor had been slain b
y

the cruel , sinful , and mean Dbrishta
dyumna o
f

little foresight ? ' " 18
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SECTION CXCVI.

" Sanjaya said , —“ Hearing of the slaughter of his sire by
Dhrishtadyumna of sinful deeds , Drona 's son was filled with
grief and rage , O bull among men .' Filled with rage , O
king, his body seemed to blaze forth like that of the Des
troyer while engaged in slaughtering creatures at the end of

the Yuga . Repeatedly wiping his fearful eyes , and breath
ing hot sighs in rage, he said unto Duryodhana , these words ,

viz ., - I have now learnt how my sire has been slain by those
low wretches after he laid aside his weapons , and how also has
a sinful act been perpetrated by Yudhishthira disguised in the
garb of virtue !* * I have now heard of that unrighteous and
exceedingly cruel act of Dharma's son ! Indeed , amongst those
engaged in battle , either of these two, O king , must happen ,

viz., victory or defeat. Death in battle is always to be applauded .
That death , in battle, of a person engaged in fight , which takes
place under circumstances of righteousness ,5-6 is not deserving

of grief as hasbeen observed by the sages. Without doubt ,
my sire has gone to the regions of heroes ! Having met with
such a death , I should not grieve fo

r

him . The humiliation ,

however , of a seizure o
f

his locks , that he sustained in the

very sight o
f
a
ll

the troops while h
e was righteously engaged in

battle , is tearing the very core o
f my heart ! Myself alive , my

sire ' s locks were seized : 8 - 9 why should sonless people then
entertain a desire o

f offspring ? + People perpetrate unrighteous

acts o
r

humiliate others , moved b
y

lust o
r wrath o
r folly o
r

hatred o
r levity . The cruel and wicked -souled son of Prishata

hath perpetrated this exceedingly sinful act in total disregard of

* Dharmadhwajin literally means a person bearing the standard o
f

virtue ; hence , a hypocrite sanctimoniously talking only o
f

virtue and
morality but acting differently . — T .

+ I think the correet reading is aputrinas and not putrinas . If it is

putrinas , literally rendered , the meaning is , — 'Why should persons bav .

ing children , feel any affection for the latter ! ' - It is worthy of remark
that the author o

f

Venisamhàra has bodily adopted this verse , putting it

in the mouth of Açwatthaman when introduced in the third Act . - T .
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myself . Dhrish tadyumna , therefore , shall surely behold the
dreadful consequences of that act,10- 11 as also the false -speeched
son of Pāndu , that has acted so worngly ! Today the Earth
shall certainly drink the blood of that king Yudhishthira the
just who caused the preceptor, by an act of deceit , to la

y

aside

his weapons ! I swear b
y

truth , 0 Kauraveya , as also b
y

a
ll

m
y

religious acts , 12 - 14 that I shall never bear the burden of life if I

fail to exterminate the Pānchālas ! B
y

every means shall I

contend with the Pānchālas in dreadful strife ! I shall ce
r

tainly slay in battle Dhrish tadyumna , that perpetrator o
f u
n

righteous deeds ! Mild o
r violent , let the means b
e what they

will , 16 I shall effect the destruction of al
l

the Pānchālas before

peace becomes mine , 0 Kaurava ! O tiger among men , persons
desire children " ? so that obtaining them they may b

e

rescued

from great fears both here and hereafter . My sire , however ,

fell unto that plight , like a friendless creature , 13 although my

self a
m alive , his disciple and son resembling a mountain ( in

might ) ! Fie o
n my celestial weapons ! Fie o
n my arms ! Fi
e

o
n my prowess ! 19 since Drona , although he had a so
n

in

me , had his locks seized ! I shall , therefore , O chief of th
e

Bharatas , now achieve that b
y

which Imay be freed from
the debt I owe to my sire now gone to the other world ! H

e
that is good never indulges in self -praise . ' Unable , however ,

to brook the slaughter o
f my sire , I speak o
f my prowess

Let the Pāndavas , with Janārddana among them , behold my
energy today , a while I grind al

l

their troops , achieving what

is done ( b
y

the Destroyer himself ) a
t

the end o
f

the Yuga !

Neither the gods , nor the Gandharvas , nor the Asuras , the
Uragas , and the Rākshasas , » nor al

l

the foremost of men , shall
today b

e

able to vanquish me o
n my car in battle ! There is

none in the world equal to me or Arjuna in knowledge o
f

weapons . 84 Entering into the midst of the troops , like the
Sun himself in themidst o

f

his blazing rays , I shall today u
se

my celestial weapons ! Today , applied b
y

me , innumerable
shafts , sped from my bow in dreadful battle , displaying their
terrible energy , shall grind the Pāndavas ? * Today a

ll

the

points o
f

the compass , 0 king , will be seen b
y

thewarriors o
f

our army shrouded with my winged arrows of keen points a
s
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if with torrents of rain ! ? Scattering showers of shafts on al
l

sides with a loud noise , I shall overthrow my foes like a tempest
felling trees . 23 Neither Vibhatsu , nor Janārddana , nor Bhima
sena , nor Nakula , nor Sahadevą , nor king Yudhishthira , nor
Prishata ' s wicked -souled son (Dhrishtadyumna ) , nor Cikhandin ,

nor Sătyaki , o Kauravya , knoweth that weapon which I have
along with the mantras for hurling and withdrawing it ! 2 - 30

Formerly o
n one occasion , Nārāyana , assuming the form o
f
a

Brāhmana , came to my father . Bowing unto him , my father
presented his offerings unto him in due form . 81 Taking them
himself , the Divine Lord offered to give him a boon . My father
then solicited that supreme weapon called Nārāyana . 82 The
Divine Lord , that foremost of al

l

gods , addressing my sire ,

then said , — No man shall ever become thy equal in battle . rs

This weapon , however , O Brāhmana , should never be used in

haste . It never comes back without effecting the destruction

o
f

the foe . 84 I know none whom it may not slay , 0 lord !
Indeed , it would slay even the unslayable ! Therefore , it
should not be used (without the greatest deliberation ) . 85 This
mighty weapon , O scorcher of foes , should never b

e hurled

upon persons that abandon their cars o
r weapons in battle , or

upon those that seek for quarter or those that yield themselves

u
p
. He who seeketh to afflict in battle the unslayable with

it , is himself exceedingly afflicted b
y

it ! * 86 - 37 — My sire thus
received that weapon . Then the lord Nārāyana , addressing
myself also , said , - - -With the a

id o
f

this weapon , thou too
shalt pour diverse showers o

f

celestial weapons in battle and

blaze with energy in consequence o
f
it ! - Having said these

words , the Divine Lord ascended to heaven . 58 – 89 Even this

is the history o
f the Nārāyana weapon which has been

obtained b
y

my sire ' s son . With that I will rout and slay
the Pāndavas , the Pānchālas , the Matsyas , and the Kaikayas ,

in battle , like Cachi ' s lord routing and lying the Asuras .

* The last line of 37 is read differently in the Bombay edition . Nil
kantha accepts that reading , and explains it in hi

s gloss , remarking that

the grammatical solecism occurring in it is a license . The Bengal read

iog , however , is more apposite . - T .

3
2
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My shafts , O Bhārata , will fall upon the contending foes in

those particular forms which I shall wish them to assume .
Staying in battle I will pour showers of weapons as I desire .108
I will rout and slay a

ll

the foremost o
f car -warriors with

sky -ranging arrows o
f

iron -mouths . Without doubt , I will
shower innumerable battle -axes upon the foe . " With the
mighty Nārāyana weapon , a scorcher of foes that I am , I will
destroy the Pāndavas , causing a

n

immense carnage amongst

them ! * 4 That wretch amongst the Pānehālas , (viz . , Dhrishta
dyumna ) , who is an injurer of friends and Brāhmanas and o

f

his own preceptor , who is a deceitful wretch of themost repre
hensible conduct , shall never escape from me today with life ! " _

Hearing these words o
f

Drona ' s son , the (Kuru ) army rallied .

Then many foremost o
f

men blew their gigantic conchs . " And
filled with delight , they beat their drums and dindimas b

y

thousands . The Earth resounded with loud noises , afflicted with
the hoofs of steeds and the wheels o

f

cars . “ ? That loud uproar
made the Earth , the sky , and the firmament also echo with

it . Hearing that uproar , deep a
s

the roll o
f

the clouds , the

Pāndavas , 43 those foremost o
f car -warriors , uniting together ,

took counsel o
f

one another . Meanwhile Drona ' s so
n , having

said those words , O Bhārata , touched water and invoked th
e

celestial weapon called the Nārāyana . ' " 48

SECTION CXCVII .

" Sanjaya said , — When the weapon called Nārāyana was
invoked , violent winds began to blow with showers o

f rain ,

and peals o
f

thunder were heard although the sky was
cloudless . The Earth trembled , and the seas swelled u

p

in agitation . The rivers began to run in a contrary course . '

The summits o
f

mountains , O Bhārata , began to split . D
i

verse animals began to pass b
y

the le
ft

side o
f the Panda

vas . * * Darkness set in , the Sun became obscure . Diverse
kinds of carnivorous creatures began to alight on the field in

joy . The gods , the Dīnavas , and the Gandharvas , O mon

* Literally , " the animals kept the Pandavas to their right . ” — T
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arch , al
l

became inspired with fear . Beholding that tremend .

ous agitation ( in nature ) , al
l

began to loudly ask one another

about its cause . Indeed , seeing that fierce and terrible weapon
invoked b

y
Drona ' s son , all the kings , inspired with fear , fel

t

great pain . ' '

" Dhritarăshtra said , ' Tell me , O Sanjaya , what counsel
was adopted b

y

the Pāndavas for the protection o
f Dhrishta

dyumna when they saw the Kauravas once more advance to

battle , rallied b
y

Drona ' s son who was scorched b
y grief and

unable to brook the slaughter o
f his sire ? ? 74
8

" Sanjaya continued , - Having before beheld the Dhārta

rashtras fl
y away , Yudhishthira , seeing them once more pre

pare fo
r

furious battle , addressed Arjuna , saying , ' — After the
preceptor Drona had been slain in battle b

y
Dhrishtadyumna

like themighty Asura Vritra b
y

the wielder o
f

the thunder
bolt , ° (the Kurus ) , O Dhananjaya , becoming cheerless , gave

u
p

a
ll hopes o
f victory . Desirous o
f saving themselves , all of

them fled away from battle . " Some kings fled , riding o
n

cars

borne along irregular courses , without Pārshni drivers , and
divested o

f standards and banners and umbrellas ,and with their

Kuvaras and boxes broken , and all their adornments displaced

Others , struck with panic and deprived o
f

their senses , them
selves striking the steeds o

f their cars with their feet , fled pre
cipitately . 12 - 13 Others , riding o

n cars with broken yokes and

wheels and Akshas , fled , afflicted with fear . Others o
n horse

back were carried away , their bodies half displaced from their

saddles . " Others , dislodged from their seats , and pinned by

shafts to the necks o
f elephants , were quickly carried away

b
y

those animals . Others were trodden to death all around b
y

elephants afflicted and mangled with arrows . 15 Others , depriv

e
d

o
f weapons and divested o
f

armour , fell from their vehicles
and animals down upon the Earth . Others were cut b

y

car

wheels or crushed b
y

steeds and elephants . 18 Others , loudly

calling after their sires and sons , fled away in fear , without
recognising one another and deprived o

f all energy b
y grief . " ?

Some , placing their sons and sires and friends and brothers

( on vehicles ) and taking o
ff their armour , were seen washing

them with water , ' : After the slaughter of Drona , the (Kuru )
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army, fallen into such a plight , fled away precipitately . By

whom then hath it been rallied ? Tellme, if thou knowest !"
The sound of neighing steeds and grunting elephants , mingled
with the clatter of car-wheels, is heard loud. These sounds,

so fierce, occurring in the Kuru ocean , are repeatedly swelling

up and causing my troops to tremble ! This terrific uproar ,
making the hair to stand on end, that is now heard , would , it
seems, swallow the three worlds with Indra at their head :**
I think this terrible uproar is uttered by the wielder of the
thunderbolt himself ! It is evident that upon the fa

ll

o
f

Drona

Vāsava himself is approaching (against u
s
) fo
r

the sake o
f

the Kauravas ! 23 Our hair has stood o
n end , our foremost of

car -warriors are a
ll

afflicted with anxiety . O Dhananjaya , hear
ing this loud and terrible noise , * * I ask thee who is that mighty
car warrior like the lord o

f

the celestials himself , that , rallying

this terrible and swelling host , is causing it to return ? 2 : _

“ Arjuna said , - He , relying upon whose energy the Kaura
vas , having addrest themselves to the accomplishment o

f

fierce

feats , are blowing their conchs and staying with patience , * —

h
e , about whom thou hast thy doubts , O king , as to who h
e

may be that is roaring so loud , having rallied the Dhārta
rāshtras after the fall of the weaponless perceptor , 37 — he , who

is endued with modesty , possessed o
f mighty -arms , has the

tread o
f

a
n infuriate elephant , owns a face like that o
f
a

tiger , always achieves fierce feats , and dispells the fears o
f

the Kurus , 3 — he , upɔn whose birth Drona gave away a thou
sand kine unto Brāhmanas o

f high worth , — he , O king , that

is roaring so loud , is Açwatthāman ! 29 A
s

soon a
s h
e

was

born , that hero neighed like Indra ' s steed and caused the three
worlds to tremble a

t

that sound ! 8° Hearing that sound , an

invisible being , O lord , (speaking audibly ) bestowed upon h
im

the name o
f

Açwatthāman (the horse -voiced ) . That hero , O

son o
f

Pāndu , is roaring today ! 31 Prishata ' s son , by an ex

ceedingly cruel act , assailed Drona and took his life as if th
e

latter were without a protector ! Yonder stayeth the protector

o
f that Drona ! 32 Since the prince of the Panchālas seized my

preceptor by the hair , Açwatthāman , confident o
f

h
is

own

prowess , will never forgive him ! 33 Thou , O monarch , hast told
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thy preceptor a falsehood fo
r

the sake o
f kingdom ! Although

thou art acquainted with the dictates o
f righteousness , thou

hast yet perpetrated a very sinful act ! 34 Thy ill fame , in con
sequence o

f

the slaughter o
f

Drona , will be eternal in the three
worlds with their mobile and immobile creatures , like Ráma ' s

in consequence o
f

the slaughter o
f Vāli ! * 85 About thyself ,

Drona had thought , - The son o
f

Pāndu is possessed o
f

every

virtue ; he is , besides , my disciple ! He will never speak a
n

untruth to me ! - Thinking so , he gave credence to what thou

saidst . 36 Although in speaking o
f

Açwatthāman ' s death thou
hadst added the word elephant , yet thy answer to the preceptor
was , after al

l
, an untruth in the garb o
f

truth ! 87 Thus told b
y

thee , the puissant Drona laid aside h
is weapons and , as thou

sawest , became indifferent ( to everything ) , exceedingly agitated ,

and almost deprived o
f

his senses . It was even a disciple

who , abandoning all morality , thus slew h
is

own preceptor full

o
f

affection fo
r

his so
n , while , indeed , that preceptor was

filled with grief and unwilling to fight ! 89 Having caused thy

preceptor who had laid aside his weapons to be unrighteously

slain , protect now the son of Prishata if thou canst , with all
thy counsellors ! 40 All of us , uniting together , shall not be

able to protect Prishata ' s son today who will be assailed by the
preceptor ' s son in wrath and grief ! * * That superhuman being

who is in the habit o
f displaying his friendship fo
r

a
ll

crea

tures , that hero , hearing of the seizure of his sire ' s locks , will
certainly consume us all in battle today ! 42 Although I cried
repeatedly a

t

the top o
fmy voice fo
r

saving the preceptor ' s

life , yet , disregarding my cries and abandoning morality , a

disciple took the life of that preceptor ! 48 All of us have passed

the greater part of our lives . The days that remain to u
s are

few . This exceedingly unrighteous act that we have perpetrat

e
d has stained that remnant . 44 In consequence o
f

the affection

h
e

bore to u
s , he was even as a sire unto u
s ! According to

* Daçaratha ' s son Rama , during h
is

exile , slew the monkey -chief
Vali , the brother of Sugriva , while Vāli was engaged with Sugriva in

battle . Väli had done no injury to Ríma . That act has always been

regarded a
s
a stain o
n

Rama . - T .
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the dictates of the scriptures also , he was a sire unto us !
Yet he, that preceptor of ours , has been slain by us fo

r

th
e

sake o
f

short -lived sovereignty ! * Dhritarashtra , O king , had
given unto Bhishma and Drona the whole Earth , and , what
was still more valuable , all his children ! 46 Though honored

b
y

our foethus , and though h
e

had obtained such wealth

from h
im , the preceptor still loved u
s
a
s

his own children ! * *

Of unfading energy and prowess , the preceptor has been slain

in battle only because , induced b
y

thy words , he had laid aside

h
is weapɔns ! While engaged in fight h
e

was incapable of

being slain b
y

Indra himself . The preceptor was venerable

in years and always devoted to our welfare . Yet unrighteous
that w

e

a
re and stained with a levity o
f

behaviour , w
e

scrupled

not to injure him ? * ' Alas , exceedingly cruel and very heinous
has been the si

n

that w
e

have committed , fo
r , moved b
y

th
e

desire o
f enjoying the pleasures of sovereignty , we have slain

that Drona ! 50 My preceptor had all along been under th
e

impression that in consequence o
fmy love fo
r

him I could , ( for

his sake ) abandon all , — sire , brother , children ,wife , life itself !

And yet , moved b
y

the desire o
f sovereignty I interfered not

when h
e was about to be slain ! For this fault , O king , I have ,

O lord , already sunk into hell , overcomewith shame 1
5
2

Having ,
for the sake of kingdom , caused the slaughter of one who was

a Brāhmana , who was venerable in years , who was my precep
tor , who had laid aside his weapons , and who was then devot

e
d , like a great ascetic , to Yoga , death has become preferable

to me to life ! ' " 58

SECTION CXCVIII .

" Sanjaya said , — Hearing these words of Arjuna , the mighty

car -warriors present there said not a single word , O monarch ,

agreeable o
r disagreeable , unto Dhananjaya . ' Then themighty

armed Bhimasena , filled with wrath , O bull of Bharata ' s race ,

reproaching Kunti ' s so
n Arjuna , said these words : _ Thou

preachest truths o
f morality like a
n

anchoret living in th
e

woods or a Brāhmana o
f rigid vows and senses under complete

control i ' A person is called a Kshatriya because h
e

rescues
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others from wounds and injuries. Being such , hemust save

himself from wounds and injuries ! Showing forgiveness to
wards the three that are good , (viz ., the gods, the Brāhmanas ,

and preceptors ), a Kshatriya , by doing his duties, soon wins
the Earth as also piety and fame and prosperity .* * Thou , O
perpetuater of thy race , art endued with every attribute of a
Kshatriya ! It does not, therefore , look well fo

r

thee to speak

like a
n ignorant wight ! O son o
f Kunti , thy prowess is like

that of Cakra himself , the lord of Cachi ! Thou dost not trans
gress the bounds o

f morality like the ocean that never trans
gresses it

s

continents ! Who is there that would not worship

thee , seeing that thou seekest virtue , having abandoned the

wrath cherished b
y

thee for thirteen years ? ? By good luck ,

O sire , thy heart today , followeth in the wake o
f virtue ! O

thou o
f unfading glory , by good luck thy understanding inclin

eth towards compassion ! Though , however , thou a
rt inclined

to adopt the path o
f

virtue , yet thy kingdom was snatched
from thee most unrighteously ! Dragging thy wife Draupadi

to the assembly , thy foes insulted her ! Clad in barks o
f

trees and skins of animals , al
l

o
f

u
s were exiled to the woods ,

and undeserving though w
e

were o
f that plight , our foes never

theless compelled u
s

to endure it fo
r

thirteen years ! O sinless

one , thou hast forgiven al
l

these circumstances , every one of

which demands the exhibition o
f

wrath ! Wedded a
s thou a
rt

to the duties o
f
a Kshatriya , thou hast quietly borne these ! "

Remembering all those acts o
f unrighteousness , I came here

with thee fo
r

avenging them ! (When , however , I see that
thou art so indifferent , why , ) Imyself will slay those low
wretches that despoiled u

s
o
f our kingdom ! " Thou hadst for

merly said these words , viz . , - Addressing ourselves for battle ,

wewill exert to the utmost extent o
f our abilities ! — Today ,

however , thou reproachest u
s
! " Thou now seekest virtue !

Those words , therefore , that thou saidst formerly are untrue .

We a
re already afflicted with fear . Thou cuttest , however , the

very core o
f

our hearts with these thy words , ' * O crusher of foes ,

like one pouring acids upon the sores of wounded men ! Afflict

* I expand the original to make the sense clear . - T .
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ed with thy wordy darts, my heart is breaking :15 Thou a
rt

virtuous , but thou dost not know in what unrighteousness truly

consists , since thou applaudest neither thyself nor us though a
ll

o
f

u
s

are worthy of applause ! 16 When Keçava himself is here ,

praisest thou the so
n

o
f Drona , a warrior that does not come u
p

to even a sixteenth part o
f thyself , O Dhananjay ? ? ? Confess

ing thy own faults , why dost thou not feel shame ? I can rend
asunder this Earth in rage , or split the very mountains , "

whirling that terrible and heavy mace o
f mine decked with

gold ! Like the tempest , I can break down gigantic trees look
ing like hills 1

1
9

I can , with my arrows , rout the united celes
tials with Indra a

t

their head , together with al
l

the Rakshasas ,

O Pārtha , and the Asuras , the Uragas , and humanbeings 2
8

Knowing me , thy brother , to be such , O bull among men ,

it behoveth thee not , 0 thou o
f

immeasurable prowess , to

entertain any fear about Drona ' s son ! ? O
r , O Vibhatsu , stand

thou here , with al
l

these bulls among men ! Alone and unsup

ported , I shall , armed with my mace , vanquish this one in

great battle ! - After Bhima had ended , the son o
f

the Pānchāla

king , addressing Pārtha , said these words , like Hiranyakacipu

(the leader o
f

the Daityas ) unto the enraged and roaring Vish

n
u : * 22 - 33 _ 0 Vibhatsu , the sages have ordained these to b
e the

duties o
f Brāhmanas , viz . , assisting a
t

sacrifices , teaching ,

giving away , performance of sacrifices , the receiving of gifts , 24

and study as the sixth . To which of these sis was that Drona
devoted who has been slain b

y

me ? Why then , O Pártha ,

dost thou reproach me ? 25 Fallen o
ff

from the duties o
f

his

own order and practising those o
f the Kshatriya order , that

achiever o
f

wicked deeds used to slay u
s by means o
f super

human weapons ! 26 Professing himself to b
e
a Brāhmana , he

* The first line of the 23rd verse in the Bengal editions , is made th
e

second line o
f that verse in the Bombay text . There seems to be a mis

take , however , in both the texts . Vishnu slew Hiranyakagipu without

allowing the latter to say anything unto h
im . Pide Vishnu Parāna . If ,

instead o
f Hiranyakaçipu Harim , the reading be Hianyakacipum Haris ,

the line may then b
e

connected with Bhima ' s speech , and the comparison
would becomemore apposite . - T .
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was in the habit of using irresistible illusions. By an illusion
itself hath he been slain today ! O Pārtha , what is there that
is improper in this ?e? Drona having been thus punished by
me, if his son , from rage , uttereth such loud roars , what do
you lose by that ?28 I do not think it at all wonderful that
Drona 's son , urging the Kauravas to battle, will cause them
to be slain , unable to protect them himself !" Thou a

rt ac
quainted with morality . Why then dost thou say that I am a

slayer o
f my preceptor ? Itwas for this that I was born a
s

son to the king o
f

the Pānchālas , having sprung from the

(sacrificial ) fire ! 50 How , O Dhananjaya , will you call him a

Brāhmana o
r
a Kshatriya ,with whom , while engaged in battle ,

all acts , proper and improper , were the same ? 81 O foremost

o
f

men , why should not he be slain , b
y

any means in our power ,

who , deprived of his senses in wrath , used to slay with the

Brikma weapon even those that were unacquainted with weap
ons ? 32 He that is unrighteous is said b

y

those that are righte

ous to b
e equal to poison . Knowing this , 0 thou that a
rt

well versed with the truths of morality , why dost thou , O
Arjuna , reproach me ? * * That cruel ca

r
-warrior was seized

and slain b
y

me . I have done nothing that is worthy o
f

reproach . Why then , 0 Vibhatsu , dost thou not congratu .

late me ? s4 O Pārtha , I have cut o
ff that terrible head , like

unto the blazing Sun o
r virulent poison o
r

the a
ll
-destroying

Yuga fire , of Drona . Why then dost thou not applaud a
n

act that is worthy o
f applause ? 85 He had slain in battle only

my kinsmen and not those of any one else . I sa
y

that have
ing only cut o

ff his head , the fever o
fmy heart hath not

abated ! 86 The very core o
f my heart is being pierced fo
r

my

not having thrown that head within the dominions o
f

the

Nishādas , like that of Jayadratha ! * 37 It hath been heard ,

O Arjuna , that one incurreth sin b
y

not slaying his foes . Even
this is the duty o

f
a Kshatriya , viz . , to slay o
r

b
e

slain . 88

Drona wasmy fo
e . He hath been righteously slain b
y

me in

battle , O so
n

o
f Pāndu , even a
s

thou hast slain th
e

brave

* The Nishādas were and to this day a
re the lowest caste in

India . - T .

83
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Bhagadatta , thy friend !" Having slain thy grandsire in

battle thou regardest that act of thine to be
righteous . Why

then shouldst thou regard it unrighteous in me fo
r my having

slain my wretched foo ? 4
0 In consequence o
f our relationship ,

O Pārtha , I camnyt raise my head in thy presence and a
m

like a prostrate elephant with a ladder
against his body ( fo

r

helping puny creatures to get o
n his back ) . It , therefore ,

behoveth thee not t
o reproach me * } I forgive all the faults o
f

thy speech , 0 Arjuna , for the sake o
f Draupadi and Draupa

d
i ' s children and not fo
r any other reason ! " It is well known

that my hostility with the preceptor has descended from sire

to son . All persons in this world know it . Y
e

sons o
f

Pāndu ,

are y
e

not acquainted with it ? 4 The eldest son o
f

Pandu

hath not been untruthful in speech . I myself , 0 Arjuna , a
m

not sinful . The wretched Drona was a hater o
f

his disciples .

Fight now . Victory will be yours ! : - — ' ? 44

SECTION CXCIX .

(Várāyanāstra -mokshana Parva . )

Dhritarāshtra said , " That illustrious person who had duly
studied the Veilas with a

ll

their branches , he in whom the

entire science o
f

arms and modesty had dwelt , h
e through

whose grace many foremost o
f

men are still capable o
f achiev

ing superhuman feats that the very gods cannot achieve with

ease , alas , when he ,viz . , that Drona , that son o
f
a great Rishi ,

was insulted in the sight o
f

a
ll b
y

the low , wicked , mean

minded , and sinful Dhrishtadyumna , that slayer o
f

h
is

own

preceptor , was there no Kshatriya who felt called upon to dis

play his wrath ? Fic o
n the Kshatriya order , and fi
e

o
n wrath

itself ! 4 - 4 Tell me , O Sanjaya , what the sons o
f Prithā , as also

a
ll

the other royal bowmen in the world , hearing o
f

Drona ' s

slaughter , said unto the prince o
f

Pānchāla ! ' 5

" Sanjaya said , - Hearing these words o
f Drupada ' s son o
f

crooked deeds , all the persons present there , O monarch , re

mained perfectly silent . Arjuna , however , casting oblique
glances upon Prishata ' s so
n , seemed , with tears and sighs , to

reproach him , saying , - - - fie , fie . ' - Yudhishthira and Bhima
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and the twins and Krishna and the others stood bashfully .
Sātyaki , however , o king, said these words :" _ Is there 1

1
0

man here that would , without delay , slay this sinful wight ,

this lowest o
f

men , who is uttering such evil speeches ? ' The
Păndavas are a

ll condemning thee for this sinful act o
f

thine ,

like Brāhmanas condemning a person o
f

the Chindala class ! ! *

Having committed such a heinous act , and having incurred the
censures o

f a
ll

honest men , art thou not ashamed to open thy

lips in the midst o
f

such a respectable assembly ? ! ! O despicable

wretch , why d
id not thy tongue and head split into a hundred

fragments while thou wert about to slay thy own preceptor ?

Why wert thou not struck down b
y

that act o
f

si
n
? Since ,

having perpetrated such a sinful act , thou art again applauding
thyself in the midst of human beings , thou incurrest the cen
sures o

f

the Pārthas and al
l

the Andhakas and the Vrishnis ! *

Having perpetrated such a
n atrocious act , thou art again

displaying such hatred towards the preceptor . For this thon

deservest death a
t

our hands . There is no use in keeping thee

alive for even a single moment ! " Who is there , save thee ,

O wretch , that would cause the death o
f the virtuous pre

ceptor , seizing him b
y

h
is locks ? " Having obtained thee , O

wretch o
f thy race , thy ancestors for seven generations and thy

descendants also for seven generations , deprived o
f

fame , have

sunk in hell . Thou hast charged Pārtha , that bull among
men , with the slaughter of Bhishma ! The latter , however , viz . ,

that illustrious personage , himself accomplished his own death . " ?

Truly speaking , thy uterine brother , (viz . , Cikhandin , ) that

foremost o
f all sinners , was the cause o
f Bhishma ' s death .

There is none in the world that ismore sinful than the sons

o
f

the Pānchāla king Thy father had created Cikhandin for

the destruction o
f Bhishma . As regards Arjuna , he had only

protected Cikhandin while Cikhandin became the cause o
f

the illustrious Bhishma ' s death ! " Having got theo that art
condemned b

y

a
ll righteous men , and thy brother , amongst them ,

the Pānchālas have fallen o
ff

from righteousness and , stained
with meanness , have become haters of friends and preceptors : 20

If thou again speakest such words in my presence , I shall then
break thy head with this mace of mine that is a

s strong as the
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thunder -bolt !ai Beholding thee that art the slayer of a Brāh

ntana , since thou art guilty of rothing less than the slaughter
of a Brāhmana , people have to look at the Sun fo

r

purifying

themselves ! Thou wretch o
f
a Pānchāla , O thou o
f

wicked

conduct , speaking ill of my preceptor first and then o
f my

preceptor ' s preceptor , art thou not ashamed ? * 2
3 Wait , wait !

Bear thou but one stroke o
f

this my mâce ! I myself will
bear many strokes o

f
thine ! 24 _ Thus rebuked by the Sātwata

hero , Prishata ' s son , filled with rage , smilingly addressed the
angry Satyaki in these harsh words ! ! ! _

“ Dhrishtadyumna said , I have heard thy words , O thou

o
f

Madhu ' s race , but I have forgiven thee ! Being thyself
unrighteous and sinful , desirest thou to rebuke them that

are righteous and honest ? 26 Forgiveness is applauded in the

world . Sin , however , does not deserve forgiveness . He that

is of sinful soul regards the forgiving person powerless . "

Thou art a wretch in thy behaviour ! Thou art o
f sinful

soul ! Thou a
rt

wedded to unrighteousness ! Thou art cen

surable in every respect , from the ti
p

o
f thy toe to the e
n
d

o
f thy hair ! Desirest thou still to speak ill of others ? as

What can b
e more sinful than that act o
f

thine , viz . , th
y

slaughter o
f

the armless Bhuriçravas while sitting in Prāya ,
although thou wert repeatedly forbidden ? ! Drona , having
arrayed his forces , had been fighting with the a

id o
f

celestial

weapons . He had laid aside his weapons and I slew him . O thou

o
f

crooked heart , what is there in that act that is improper ? * *

How can h
e , O Sātyaki , blame such a
n

act who himself has

slain a fo
e

that had desisted from fight o
n the field , a fo
e

that

was sitting in Priya like a
n ascetic , and whose arms had

been cut off b
y

another ? s ! That valiant enemy o
f

thine had

displayed his prowess , having struck thee with h
is

foot and

thrown thee down o
n the Earth . Why didst thou not then slay

him , showing thymanliness ? sa When Pārtha , however , ha
d

* The Bengal reading is vicious . I adopt th
e

Bombay reading which

is Gurorguruncha bhuyopi ,meaning , “ th
e

preceptor ' s preceptor again . ”

The fact is , Arjuna was Satyaki ' s preceptor ; Drona , therefore , was th
e

latter ' s preceptor ' s preceptor . – T .
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already vanquished him , it was then that thou , acting most un
righteously , didst kill the brave and valiant Somadatta 's son !$
Whithersoever Drona had sought to rout the forces of the Pān
davas , thithersoever I proceeded , shooting thousands of arrows.34
Having thyself acted in such a way , like a Chāndāla , and
having thyself become worthy of reproach , desirest thou to
reproach me in such harsh words ?85 Thou a

rt

a perpetrator

o
f

evil deeds , and not I , O wretch of the Vrishni race ! Thou
art the abode o

f all sinful deeds ! Do not again blame me ! 86

B
e

silent . It behoveth thee not to say anything unto me after
this ! This is the reply I give thee with my lips . Don ' t say any
thing more ! 57 If , from folly , thou repeatest such harsh words , I

shall then , in battle , despatch thee , with my arrows , to Yama ' s

abode 13
8

B
y

righteousness alone , O fool , one cannot van
quish h

is

enemies . Listen now to the unrighteous acts of the
Kurus also ! 39 Pāndu ' s son Yudhishthira was sometime before
unrighteously deceived ( b

y

them ) ! O Sātyaki , Draupadi also
was persecuted b

y

them unrighteously ! 40 The Pāndavas , with
Krishnā in their company , were also exiled and they were
robbed o

f their al
l , O fool , most unrighteously ! ! By a
n

act

o
f unrighteousness , again , has the ruler of the Madras been

withdrawn from u
s
b
y

the enemy ! By an act o
f unrighteous

ness also was the son o
f

Subhadrā slain ! On this side , it

was b
y

a
n

act o
f unrighteousness that Bhishma the Kuru

grandsire was slain . Bhuriçravas , to
o , was , b
y
a
n act of un

righteousness , slain b
y

thee that art so acquainted with right

eousness ! 43 Even thus have the enemy , as also the Pāndavas ,

acted in this battle ! Possessed o
f courage and acquainted

with morality , all of them , 0 Sãtwata , have acted thus , for
gaining victory ! 44 High morality is difficult o

f

ascertainment .

Similarly , immorality also can with difficulty b
e comprehended .

Fight now with the Kauravas , without returning to the home

o
f thy fathers l _ 94
5

“Sanjaya continued , — "Hearing these harsh and cruel words

(from Dhrishtadyumna ' s lips ) , the blessed Satyaki began to trem

ble from head to foot . 46 Filled with rage , his eyes assumed the
hue o

f

copper . Keeping h
is

bow then upon his car , he grasped
his mace , sighing like a snake . " ? Rushing then towards the
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prince of the Panchālas , he said unto him in great wrath, - I
will not speak harshly to thee , but I will slay thee , deserving
as thou art of slaughter !*8 _ Seeing the mighty Sātyaki rush
ing , from wrath and desire of revenge , at the Pānchāla prince,

like Yama against one like his own self," th
e

mighty Bhima ,

urged b
y

Väsudeva , quickly jumped down from his ca
r

and

seized him with his arms . so Endued with great strength ,

Sātyaki , who was rushing in great wrath , proceeded for a fe
w

steps , forcibly dragging after him the mighty son of Pāndu who
was endeavouring to hold h

im back . Then Bhima , firmly
planting his feet , stopped at the sixth step that foremost of strong
men , viz . , that bull of Cini ' s race . " Then Sahadeva , O king ,

jumping down from his own ca
r
, addressed Sātyaki , thus held

fast b
y

the strong arms o
f

Bhima , in these sweet words : " _ 0

tiger among men , O thou of Madhu ' s race , we have no friends
dearer to u

s

than the Andhakas with the Vrishnis and th
e

Pānchālas ! 54 S
o

also the Andhakas and the Vrishnis , parti
cularly Krishna , cannot have any friends dearer than our
selves . 58 The Panchālas also , O thou o

f

Vrishni ' s race , even if

they search the whole world to the confines o
f

the sea , have n
o

friends dearer to them than the Pāndaras and the Vrishnis . se
Thou art even such a freind to this prince ; and h

e

also is a
similar friend to thee . Ye all are to us even aswe are to you ! * *

Acquainted a
s thou a
rt with a
ll

duties , remembering now the
duties thou owest to friends , restrain this wrath o

f

thine

that has the prince of the Panchālas for its object ! Be calm ,

O foremost one o
f Cini ' s race ? Forgive the son o
f

Prishata ,

and let Prishata ' s son also forgive thee ! Ourselves also will
practise forgiveness . What is there that is better than for
giveness ? s ' — ,

“ While the grandson o
f Cini , O sire , was thus being

pacified by Sahadeva , the son o
f the Panchāla king , smiling ,

said these words : 60 _ Release Cini ' s grandson , O Bhima , who

is so proud o
f his prowess in battle ! Let him come atme like

the wind assailing the mountains , as till , with my keen arrows ,

O so
n

o
f Kunti , I quell his rage and desire fo
r

battle and take

h
is

life 1
6
3

Yonder come the Kauravas ! I shall (after slaying
Sātyaki ) achieve this great task o
f

the Pandavas that has
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presented itself !03 Or, le
t

Phālguna resist a
ll

the enemies in

battle ! As regards myself , I will fe
ll

this one ' s head with my
arrows . " He taketh me fo

r

the armless Bhuriçravas in battle .

Release him . Either I will slay h
im o
r h
e

will slay me ! "

Hearing these words o
f the Panchāla prince , the mighty - .

Sātyaki , held fast in Bhima ' s clasp , sighing like a snake , bagan

to tremble . Both o
f

them , endued with great might and
possessed o

f powerful arms , began to roar like a couple o
f bulls .

Then Vasudeva , O sire , and king Yudhishthira the just , “ 7 with
great effort , succeeded in pacifying those heroes . Having paci

fied those two great bowmen , those two heroes whose eyes had
become blood - re

d

with rage , al
l

the principal Kshatriyas ( o
f

the Pandava army ) proceeded against the warriors of the hostile
army for battle . ' ” 68

SECTION CC .

“ Sanjaya said , " Then Drona ' s son began to cause a great

carnage amongst his foes in that battle , like the Destroyer bim
self a

t

the end o
f

the Yuga . ' Slaying his enemies b
y

means

o
f

his broad -headed arrows , Açwatthāman soon piled a mountain
there o

f

the dead . The standards of cars formed it
s

trees , and
weapons it

s pointed summits . The lifeless elephants formed it
s

large rocks ; the steeds , its Kimpurashas ; and bows , its

creepers and plants . And it resounded with the cries of al
l

carnivorous creatures that constituted it
s feathery population .

And the spirits that walked there formed it
s

Yakshas . * 8 - 8

Then roaring aloud , O bull of Bharata ' s race , Açwatthāman
once more repeated his vow in the hearing o

f thy son , Since
Kunti ' s son Yudhishthira , assuming only the outward garb of

virtue , had caused the preceptor who was (righteously ) engaged

in battle to lay aside his weapons , I shall , in his very sight ,

rout and destroy his army ! Having rushed and mangled a
ll

his

* Kimpurushas were fabled creatures , half men and half steeds .

Not a mountain but had it
s Kimpurushas , according to the Hindu belief .

Yukshas were a sort o
f superhuman beings infesting inaccessible hills

and mountains . - T .
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troops , I shall then slay the sinful prince of the Panchālas .
Indeed , I shall slay al

l
o
f

them , if they contend with me in

battle . I tell thee truly , therefore , rally thou thy troops ! -

Hearing these words o
f

Açwatthāman , thy so
n

rallied his
troops , having dispelled their fears with a loud leonine roar .

The encounter then , O king , that once more took place between
the Kuru and the Pāndava armies , became as terrible as that

o
f

two oceans a
t

full tide . The terrified Kauravas had their

fears dispelled b
y

Drona ' s son . The Pāndus and the Pānchālas
had become fierce in consequence o

f

Drona ' s slaughter . " Great
was the violence of that collision , on the field o

f battle , between

those warriors , al
l

o
f

whom were cheerful and filled with rage

and inspired with certain hope o
f victory . " Like a mountain

striking against a mountain , or an ocean against a
n

ocean , O

monarch , was that collision between the Kurus and the Panda
vas . " Filled with joy , the Kuru and the Pandava warriors
blew thousands of conchs and beat tens o

f

thousands o
f

drums . ' s

The loud and stunning uproar that arose from among those
troops resembled that o

f

the ocean itself while churned ( o
f

o
ld b
y

the gods and the Dänavas ) . ' Then Drona ' s son , aim

in
g

a
t

th
e

host o
f

the Pāndavas and the Pānchālas , invoked
the weapon called Nārāyana . ' Then thousands o

f arrows

with blazing mouths appeared in the welkin , resembling snakes

o
f firey mouths , that continued to agitate the Pāndavas . ' In

that dreadful battle , those shafts , O king , like the very rays of

the Sun , in a moment shrouded all the points of compass , the
welkin , and the troops . " ? Innumerable iron balls also , O king ,

then appeared , like resplendent luminaries in the clear firma

ment . " Çatāghnis , some equipt with four and some with two

wheels , and innumerable maces , and disci with edges sharp a
s

razors and resplendent like the Sun , also appeared there . Bo
holding the welkin densely shrouded with those weapons , O

bull of Bharata ' s race , the Pāndavas , the Pānchālas , and th
e

Srinjayas , became exceedingly agitated . " In all those places ,

O ruler of men , where the great car -warriors o
f

the Păndavas

contended in battle , that weapon became exceedingly powerful . "

Slaughtered b
y

the Nārāyana weapon , as if consumed b
y

a conflagration , the Pāndava troops were exceedingly afflicted
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a
ll

over the field in that battle as Indeed , 0 lord , as fire consum
e
th
a heap o
f dry grass in summer , even so d
id that weapou

consume the army of the Pāndus , 38 Beholding that weapon fill

in
g

everyside , and seeing h
is own troops destroyed in large num

bers , king Yudhishthira the just , o lord , became inspired with
great fright24 Seeing his army in course o

f Aight and deprived

o
f

itssenses , and beholding Pārtha standing indifferent , Dharma ' s

son said these words : 25 _ 0 Dhrish tadyumna , fl
y

away with your

Pānchāla troops ! O Sātyaki , you also g
o

away , surrounded b
y

the Vrishnis and the Andhakas ! 26 Of virtuous soul , Vāsudeva
will himself seek themeans of his own safety ! He is competent

to offer advice to the whole world . What need is there of tell .

ing him what h
e

should d
o
? a ? We shouldno $ any longer fight !

I say so unto a
ll

the troops ! As regardsmyself , I will , with all
my brothers ,ascend a funeral pile ! * Having crossed the Bhish
ma and the Drona oceansin this battle that are incapable o

f being

erossed b
y

the timid shall I sink with allmy followers in the
vestige , represented b

y

Drona ' s son , of a cow ' shoof ? 29 Let the
wishes o

f king Duryodhana b
e

crowned with success today , fo
r I

have today slain in battle the preceptor that always cherished

such friendly feelings towards u
s , 50 — that preceptor , who , with

out protecting , caused that child unacquainted with battle , viz . ,

the so
n

o
f

Subhadrā , to be slain b
y
a multitude o
f wicked war

riors , 81 — that preceptor , who , with his son , sa
t

indifferently ,

without answering , when Krishnā in such distress , dragged into
the assembly and sought to b

e made a slave , asked him to say

the truth , $ 2 — that preceptor , who , while a
ll the other war

riors were fatigued , cased Duryodhana in invulnerable armour

when the latter desired to slay Phālguna and who , having cased
him so , appointed him to protect Jayadratha , 3 that preceptor ,

who , being acquainted with the Brāhma weapon , scrupled not

to exterminate the Pānchālas headed b
y

Satyajit that had

exerted themselves fo
r my victory , 34 — that preceptor , who ,

whilst w
e

were being unrighteously exiled from our kingdom ,

freely told u
s

to g
o

into the woods although h
e

had been

solicited b
y

our friends to withhold h
is permission ! 55 * Alas ,

* I adopt the Bombay reading of the 2nd line of 35 and think that
Nilakantha explains it correctly . - T .

8
4
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that great friend of ours hath been slain ! For his sake, I will,

with a
llmy friends , lay down my life ! $ ¢ — After Kunti ' s son

Yudhishthira had said this , he o
f

Daçārha ' s race , ( viz . ,

K çava ) , quickly for idding the troops , b
y

motion o
f his arms ,

to fl
y away , said these words : ' ? — Speedily lay down your weap

ons , all you , and alight from your vehicles ! Even this is

the means ordained b
y

the illustrious one , ( vi
z
. , Nārāyana

himself , ) fo
r

bading this weapon ! 58 Come down o
n the

Earth , al
l

o
f you , from your elephants and steeds and cars !

If you stand weaponless o
n the Earth , this weapon will not

slay you ! 39 In those places where you will fight fo
r

quell

ing the force o
f this weapon , the Kauravas will become more

powerful than you ! 40 Those men , however , that will throw
down their weapons and alight from their vehicles , will not , in

this battle , be slain b
y

this weapon ! They , however , that
will , even in imagination , contend against this weapon , will
all be slain even if they seek refuge deep beneath the Earth : * *

- - The warriors o
f the Pandava army , hearing , 0 Bhārata ,

these words o
f

Vāsudeva , threw down their weapons and drore
away from their hearts all desire of battle . 43 Then Bhimasena
the so

n

o
f

Pāndu , beholding the warriors about to abandon

their weapons , said these words , O king , gladdening them

a
ll : 44 _ None should lay down his weapons here ! I shall , with

my shafts , oppose this weapon o
f Drona ' s so
n
! 45 With this

heavy mace o
f

mine that is decked with gold , I shall career in

this battle like the Destroyer himself , quelling this weapon o
f

Drona ' s son ! 46 There is no man here that is equal to me in

prowess , even a
s there is no luminary in the firmament that is

equal to the Sun . 47 Behold these two strong arms of mine like
unto the trunks of a couple o

f mighty elephants , capable o
f

pulling down the mountains o
f Himavat ! 48 I am the one

person here that possesses themight o
f

ten thousand elephants !

I am without a peer , even a
s Cakra is known to be in heaven

among the celestials ! 49 Let people witness today the energy

o
f

these two arms o
fmy broad -chested self , while engaged in

balling the bright and blazing weapon o
f

Drona ' s son ! 5 * If

there b
e none (else ) capable o
f contending against the Nira

yana weapon , even I shall contend against it today in the
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very sight of a
ll

the Kurus and the Pandavas ! 51 0 Arjuna ,

O Vibhatsu , thou shouldst not la
y

Gāndiva aside ! A stain
will then attach to thee like the Moon ! 58 _ Thus addressed
by Bhima , Arjuna said , - 0 Bhima , even this is my great
vow , viz . , thatmy Gandiva shall not b

e

used against the
Nārāyana weapon , kine , and Brāhmanas ! 58 _ Thus answered
by Arjuna , Bhima , that chastiser of foes , riding o

n his car of

solar effulgence , whose rattle , besides , resembled the roar of

the clouds , rushed against the son o
f

Drona , 54 Endued with
great activity and prowess , the son o

f Kunti , in consequence

o
f

his extreme lightness o
f

hand , within the twinkling o
f

a
n

eye , covered Acwatthāman with a shower o
f

weapons . 56 Then
Drona ' s son , smiling at the rushing Bhima and addressing him

( in proper words ) , covered him with arrows inspired with man
trus and equipt with blazing points . 56 Shrouded with those
shafts that vomited fire and resembled snakes o

f blazing

mouths , as if covered with sparks of gold , 57 the form , o king ,

o
f

Bhimasena in that battle looked like that o
f

a mountain

in the evening when covered with fire . 58 That weapon o
f

Drona ' s son , directed against Bhimasena , increased in energy

and might , o king , like a conflagration assisted by the
wind . 59 Beholding that weapon o

f terrible energy thus in

creasing in might , a panic entered the hearts o
f

all the com

batants o
f the Pāndava army with the exception o
f Bhima . co

Then a
ll
o
f

them , throwing down their weapons o
n the Earth ,

alighted from their cars and steeds . 6 After they had thrown

down their weapons , and alighted from their vehicles , that
weapon o

f exceeding energy fell upon the head o
f

Bhima . 68

All creatures , especially the Pāndavas , uttered cries of Oh and
Alas , beholding Bhimasena overwhelmed b

y

the energy o
f

that weapon , ' ”

SECTION CCI .

" Sanjaya said , Beholding Bhimasena overwhelmed b
y

that
weapon , Dhananjaya , for baffling its energy , covered him with
the Vārund weapon . ' In consequence of the lightness of Arju

n
a ' s arms , and owing also to the fiery force that shrouded Bhima ,
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mone could see that the latter had been covered with the Varuna

weapon . Shrouded with the weapon of Drona's son , Bhima ,
with h

is
steeds , driver , and car , became incapable o

f

being

gazed a
t like a fire o
f blazing flames in the midst o
f

another

fi
re . A
s
a
t

the close o
f night , O king , all the luminaries ru
n

towards the Asta hill , even so the fiery shafts ( o
f

Açwatthāman )

all began to proceed towards Bhimasena ' s car . Indeed , Bhima
himself , his car , steeds , and diver ,Osire , thus shrouded by

Drona ' s son , seemed to be in the midst o
f
a conflagration . "

A
s

the ( Yuga ) fire , after consuming the entire universe with
its mobile and immobile creatures when the hour of dissolution

comes , at last enters the mouth o
f

the Creator , ever so that

weapon o
f

Drona ' s son began to enter the body of Bhimasena . "

As one cannot perceive a fire if it penetrate into the sun or the
sun if it penetrate into a fire , even so none could perceive that

energy which penetrated into Bhima ' s body . ' Beholding that
weapon thus investing Bhima al

l

around , and seeing Drona ' s

son swelling with energy and might , the latter being then
without an antagonist , ' and observing also that all the warriors

o
f

the Pandava army had laid down their weapons and that

all the mighty car -warriors of that host headed b
y

Yudhishthira

had turned away their faces from the fo
e , ' those two heroes ,

viz . , Arjuna and Vāsudeva , both endued with great splendour ,

quickly alighting from their ca
r , ra
n

towards Bhima . Those

two mighty men , diving into that energy born o
f

the might

o
f

Açwatthāman ' s weapon , had recourse to the power o
f

illusion . The fire o
f that weapon consumed them not , in

consequence o
f

their having laid aside their weapons , as also

in consequence o
f

the furce o
f

the Vāruna weapon , and ow

in
g

also to the energy possessed b
y

themselves . ' Then Nara
and Nārāyana , fo

r

the pacification o
f

the Nārāyana weapon ,

began forcibly to dray Bhima and a
ll

his weapons . Thus
dragged b

y

them , Kunti ' s son , that mighty ca
r
-warrior , began

to roar aloud . Thereupon that terrible and invincible weapon

o
f

Drona ' s son began to increase in might and energy ) . "

Then Väsudeva , addressing Bhima , said , - How is it , o son

o
f

Pāndu , that , though forbidden b
y

u
s , thou , O son o
f

Kunti , dust not yet abstain from battle ? 15 If the Kurus
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could now be vanquished in battle , then we, as also a
ll

these

Behold , al
l

the warriors o
f thy host have alighted from their

cars ! For this reason , O son of Kunti , do thou also come down
from thy car ! ? - Having said these words , Krishna brought
Bhima down from his car . The latter , with eyes red a

s

blood

in rage , was sighing like a snake . 18 When , however , he was
dragged down from his car and made to la

y

aside his weapons ,

the Nārāyana weapon , that scorcher of foes , became pacified . ' 19

" Sanjaya continued , When , b
y

this means , the unbearable
energy o

f

that weapon became stilled , al
l

the points o
f

the

compass , cardinal and subsidiary , became clear . 20 Delicious
breezes began to blow , and birds and animals al

l

became quiet ,

The steeds and elephants became cheerful , as also all the war
riors , O ruler of men ! ! Indeed , when the terrible energy of

that weapon , O Bhārata , became stilled , Bhima o
f great in

telligence shone resplendent like the morning Sun . * The
remnant o

f

the Pāndava host , beholding the pacification o
f

the Nārāyana weapon , once more stood prepared o
n the field

fo
r

compassing the destruction o
f thy son . ” When , after that

weapon had been baffled , the Pāndava host stood arrayed ,

Duryodhana , O king , addressing Drona ' s son , said , 24 – 0 Açwat
thāman , oncemore use that weapon speedily , since the Pānchā
las are once more arrayed , desirous o

f victory ! 25 — Thus a
d

dressed b
y

thy son , O sire , Açwatthāman , sighing cheerlessly ,

replied unto the king in these words : 26 – That weapon , O king ,

cannot b
e brought back ! It cannot b
e

used twice ! If brought
back , itwill , without doubt , slay the person calling it back ! 27

Vāsudeva hath , b
y

what means thou hast seen , caused it

to b
e

bafted ! For this , o ruler o
f

men , the destruction

o
f

the foe hath not been compassed in battle ! 28 Defeat and

death , however , a
re the same . Rather , defeat is worse than

death ! Lo , the enemy , vanquished and compelled to lay down

his arms , looks a
s if deprived o
f life 2
9 . - Duryodhana then

said , – preceptor ' s son , if it be so , if this weapon cannot b
e

used twice , le
t

those slayers o
f

their preceptor b
e

slain with

other weapons then , O foremost one o
f a
ll persons acquainted

with weapons ! 30 In thee are all celestial weapons a
s

well as in
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the Three -eyed (Civa ) of immeasuarble energy ! If thou wish
est it not , even Purandara in rage cannot escape thee !31 _ '
" Dhritarāshtra said , —'After Drona had been slain with the

aid of fraud , and the Nārāyana weapon baffled , what, indeed ,

did Drona 's son , thus urged by Duryodhana , then do,” behold
ing the Pārthas once more arrived fo

r

battle , freed from the

influence o
f the Nārāyana weapon , and careering at the head

o
f

their divisions ? ' 88

" Sanjaya said , — Remembering the slaughter o
f

his sire ,

Drona ' s son , owning the device of the lion ' s tail on his banner ,

filled with rage and casting o
ff all fears , rushed against the

son o
f

Prishata . 84 Rushing a
t

him , O bull among men , that
foremost o

f

warriors , with great impetuosity , pierced the
Pānchāla prince with five and twenty small arrows . Then

Dhrishtadyumna , O king , pierced Drona ' s son that resembled

a blazing fire , with four and sixty shafts . 86 And h
e pierced

Açatthāman ' s driver also with twenty arrrows whetted o
n

stone

and equipt with wings o
f gold , and then his four steeds with

four sharp arrows . Repeatedly piercing Drona ' s son , and
causing the Earth to tremble with his leonine roars , Dhrishta
dyumna then seemed to b

e employed in taking the lives o
f a
ll

creatures in the world in dreadful battle . 88 Making death itself
his goal , themighty son of Prishata , o king , accomplished in

weapons and endued with sureness o
f

aim , then rushed against
Drona ' s son alone . 89 O

f

immeasurable soul , that foremost of

car -warriors , viz . , the prince of Pānchāla , poured upon Açwat
thāman ' s head a shower o

f

arrows . " Then Drona ' s son , in

that battle , covered the angry prince with winged shafts . And

once more h
e pierced the latter with te
n

shafts , remembering
the slaughter o

f

his father . 41 Then cutting o
ff the standard

and bow o
f

the Pānchala prince with a couple o
f

well -shot shafts
equipt with heads like razors , Drona ' s son began to grind h

is

foe with other arrows . 43 In that dreadful battle , Açwatthman
made his antagonist steedless and driverless and carless , and

covered his followers also with thick showers o
f

shafts . A
t

this , the Pānchāla troops , O king , mangled b
y

means o
f

those

arrowy showers , fled away in fear and great affliction . " Be
holding the troops turning away from battle and Dhrithta
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dyumna exceedingly afflicted , the grandson of Cini quickly urged
his ca

r

against that of Drona ' s son . He then , afflicted Açwat
thāman with eight keen shafts . And once more striking that
angry warrior with twenty shafts of diverse kinds , 46 he pierced

Açwatthāman ' s driver , and then his four steeds with four
shafts . With great deliberation and displaying a wonderful
lightness o

f

hand , he cut o
ff Açwatthāman ' s bow and stan

dard . * ? Sātyaki then cut into fragments the gold -decked ca
r

o
f

his foe together with it
s

steeds . And then he deeply pierced

Açwatthāman in the chest with thirty arrows in that battle . 48

Thus aMicted , O king , ( b
y

Sātyaki ) , and shrouded with arrows ,

themighty Açwatthāman knew not what to d
o . When the

preceptor ' s son had fallen into that plight , thy son , that mighty
car -warrior , accompanied b

y Kripa and Karna and others ,

began to cover the Sātwata hero with arrows . 50 All o
f

them

began quickly to pierce Sātyaki from every side with keen

shafts . Duryodhana pierced h
im with twenty and Caradwat ' s

son Kripa with three . And Kritavarman pierced him with ten ,
and Karna with fifty . And Duscāsana pierced him with a hun
dred arrows , and Vrishasena with seven . 51 - 52 Sātyaki , however ,

O king , soon made all those great car -warriors fl
y away from

the field , deprived o
f

their cars . 53 Meanwhile Açwatthāman ,

O bull of Bharata ' s race , recovering consciousness , and sighing
repeatedly in sorrow , began to think o

f

what h
e

should d
o . 54

Riding then upon another car , that scorcher o
f

foes , viz . , the
son o

f

Drona , began to resist Sātyaki , shooting hundreds

o
f

arrows . 55 Beholding Açwatthāman once more approaching

him in battle , themighty car -warrior Sātyaki once more made
him carless and caused him to turn back . 56 Then the Pāndavas ,

O king , beholding the prowess o
f Sātyaki , blew their conchs

with great force , and uttered loud leonine roars . 57 Having
deprived Açwatthāman o

f

h
is

ca
r

thus , Sātyaki of unbaffled
prowess then slew three thousand mighty car -warriors o

f Vri
shasena ' s division . 58 And then he slew fifteen thousand ele
phants o

f Kripa ' s force , and fifty thousand horse o
f Cakuni . 58

Then the valiant son o
f

Drona , O monarch , riding upon a
n

other car , and highly enraged with Sātyaki , proceeded against
the latter , desirous of slaying him . “ Beholding him approach
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again , the grandson of Cini, that chastiser of foes , once more
pierced and mangled him with keen shafts fiercer than those

he had used before . Deeply pierced with those arrows of
diverse forms by Yuyudhāna , that great bowman , viz., the

angry son of Drona , smilingly addressed his foe and said ," –
O grandson of Cini, I know thy partiality for Dhrishtadyumna ,

that slayer of his preceptor , but thou shalt not be able to
rescue him or thy own self when attacked by me 1

6
8

I swear

to thee , O grandson o
f Cini , b
y

Truth and b
y my ascetic

austerities , that I shall know n
o

peace till I slay all the Pān
chālas 1

6
4

You may unite the forces of the Pāndavas and those

o
f

the Vrishnis together , but I shall still slay the Somakas ! " S _

Saying this , the so
n

o
f Drona shot a
t Sātyaki an excellent and

straight arrow possessed o
f

the effulgence of the Sun , even a
s

Cakra had hurled in days o
f yore his thunder a
t

the Asura

Vritra . Thus shot b
y

Açwatthāman , that arrow , piercing
through the armour o

f Sātyaki , and passing through his body ,

entered the Earth like a hissing snake entering it
s

hole . His
armour pierced through , the heroic Sātyaki , like a

n elephant

deeply struck with the hook , became bathed in blood that

flowed from his wound . His bow with arrow fixed thereon
being then loosened from his grasp , he sat down o

n the terrace

o
f

his car , strengthless and covered all over with blood . See
ing this , his driver speedily bore him away from Drona ' s

son . 68 – 69 With another shaft , perfectly straight and equipt
with goodly wings , that scorcher o

f foes , vi
z
. , Açwatthāman ,

struck Dhrishtadyumna between his eyebrows . " The Pān
chāla prince had before this been much pierced ; therefore ,

deeply wounded b
y

that arrow , he became exceedingly weak and
supported himself b

y

seizing his flag -staff . Beholding Dhrishta
dyumna thus afflicted b

y

Açwatthāman like a
n infuriate ele

phant b
y
a lion , five heroic car -warriors of the Pāndava army ,

viz . , Kiritin , Bhimasena , Vrihatkshatra o
f Puru ' s race , the

youthful prince of the Chedis , and Sudarçana the chief of the
Mālavas , quickly rushed against Açwatthāman . " - 73 Armed
with bows , al

l

these rushed with cries o
f
o
h

and alas . And
those heroes quickly encompassed the son o
f

Drona o
n a
ll

sides . 84

Advancing twenty paces , al
l
o
f

them , with great care , simultane

1 1 1
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ously struck th
e

angry so
n

o
f

the preceptor with five and twenty

arrows . " Drona ' s son , however , with five and twenty shafts
resembling snakes o

f virulent poison , cut off , almost a
t

the same

time , those five and twenty arrows shot at him . 76 Then Açwat
thāman afflicted the Paurava prince with seven sharp shafts .

And h
e

afflicted the chief o
f

the Mālavas with three , Pārtha

with one , anck Vrikodara with si
x

shafts . ? ? Then a
ll

those

great car -warriprs , 0 king , pierced Drona ' s son unitedly and
separately with many shafts whetted o

n stone and equipt with

wings o
f gold . ? The youthful prince o
f the Chedis pierced

Drona ' s son with twenty arrows , and Pārtha pierced him with
three . 79 Then Drona ' s son struck Arjuna with si

x

arrows , and
Vāsudeva with si

x , and Bhima with five , and each of the other
two , vi

z
. , the Mālava and the Paurava , with two arrows . 80

Piercing next the driver o
f

Bhima ' s car with si
x

arrows , Açwat
thāman cut of

f

Bhimasena ' s bow and standard with a couple of

arrows . Then piercing Pārtha once more with a shower o
f

arrows , Drona ' s son uttered a leonine roar . 81 With the sharp ,
well -tempered , and terrible arrows shot b

y

Drona ' s son , the
Earth , the sky , the firmament , and the points of the compass ,

cardinal and subsidiary , al
l

became entirely shrouded both in

his front and rear . 83 Endued with fierce energy and equal

to Indra himse ! f in prowess , Açwatthāncan then , with three
arrows , almost simultaneously cut of

f

the two arms , like unto
Indra ' s poles , and the head , of Sudarcana a

s the latter was

seated o
n h
is

car . 83 Then piercing Paurava with a dart and

cutting o
ff his ca
r

into minute fragments b
y

means o
f his

arrows , Açwatthāman lopped off his antagonist ' s two arms
smeared with sandal paste and then his head from off h

is

trunk

with a broad -headed shaft . 84 Possessed o
f great activity , he

then pierced with many arrows resembling blazing flames o
f

fire

in energy , the youthful andmighty prince o
f

the Chedis who

was o
f the hue o
f the dark lotus , and despatched h
im to Yama ' s

abode with his driver and steeds . 85 Beholding the chief o
f

the Mālavas , the descendant o
f

Puru , and the youthful ruler o
f

the Chedis slain in h
is very sight b
y

the son o
f

Drona , Bhima

sena , themighty -armed son o
f Pāndu , became filled with rage .

That scorcher o
f

foes then covered Drona ' s so
n

in that battle

8
5
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with hundreds of keen arrows resembling angry snakes of viru

lent poison . Endued with mighty energy, the angry so
n

o
f

Drona then , destroying that arrowy shower , 36 - 45 pierced Bhima
sena with sharp shafts . The mighty -armed Bhima then , poss

essed o
f great strength , cut of
f

with a broad -headed arrow th
e

bow o
f Drona ' s son and then pierced Drona ' s son himself with a

powerful shaft . Throwing away that broken bow , th
e

high

souled son o
f

Drona : 9 - 90 took u
p

another and pierced Bhima

with h
is winged shafts . Then those two , viz . , Drona ' s son

and Bhima , both possessed of great prowess and might , " be

gan to shower their arrowy downpours like two masses of rain

charged clouds . Gold -winged arrows ,whetted o
n stone a
n
d

e
n

graved with Bhima ' s name , ss shrouded Drona ' s son like gather
ing masses o

f

clouds shrouding the Sun . Similarly Bhima w
a
s

shot b
y

Drona ' s so
n . Though shrouded in that battle b
y

Drona ' s son , that warrior of great skill , 98 - 94 yet Bhima fe
lt

n
o

pain , O monarch , which seemed exceedingly wonderful . Then
the mighty -armed Bhima sped te

n

gold -decked arrows , of great
keenness and resembling the darts o

f

Yama himself , at his foe .

Those shafts , 0 sire , falling upon the shoulders o
f

Drona ' s

so
n , 95 - 96 quickly pierced h
is body like snakes penetrating into

a
n anthill . Deeply pierced b
y

the high -souled son of Pāndu ,

Açwatthāman , ? closing his eyes , supported himself b
y

seizing

his flagstaff . Recovering his senses within a moment , 0 king ,

Drona ' s son , 98 bathed in blood ,mustered al
l

his wrath . For
cibly struck b

y

the high -souled son of Pāndu , Açwatthaman , "

endued with mighty arms , rushed with great speed towards th
e

car o
f

Bhimasena . And then , O Bhārata , he sped a
t

Bhima

sena , from his bow drawn to its fullest stretch , a hundred
arrows o

f

fierce energy , all looking like snakes o
f

virulent

poison , Pāndu ' s son Bhima also , proud o
f his prowess in

battle , disregarding Acwatthāman ' s energy , speedily showered
upon him dense arrowy downpours . Then Drona ' s so

n , O

king , cutting off Bhima ' s bow b
y

means o
f his arrows , 10
6
- 10

and filled with rage , struck the Pandava in the chest with

many keen shafts . Incapable of brooking that feat , Bhima
sena took u
p

another bow , ios and pierced Drona ' s son in that

100-105
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battle with five keen shafts. Indeed , showering upon each
other their arrowy downpours like two masses of clouds at

the close of summer, those two warriors , 10
4

with eyes red a
s

copper in rage , completely covered each other in that battle
with their shafts . Frightening each other with the terrible

sounds they made with their palms , 19
8

they continued to fight

with each other , each counteracting the feats o
f

the other .

Then bending h
is

formidable bow decked with gold , 10
6

Drona ' s

son began to gaze steadfastly a
t Bhima who was thus shooting

his shafts a
t

him . A
t

that time Açwatthāman looked like the

meridian Sun o
f blazing rays in an autumnal day . 10
7

S
o quick

ly then d
id

h
e shoot hi
s

shafts that people could not see when

h
e

took them out o
f

his quiver , when h
e

fixed them o
n the

bowstring , when h
e

drew the string ,and when h
e

le
t

them o
ff . 19
8

Indeed , when thus employed in shooting h
is

arrows , hi
s

bow ,

O monarch , seemed to b
e incesasntly drawn to a fiery circle . 10
9

Shafts in hundred thousands , sped from his bow , seemed to
course through th

e

welkin like a flight o
f

locusts . ' 0 Indeed ,
those terrible shafts decked with gold , shot from the bow o

f

Drona ' s so
n , coursed incessantly towards Bhima ' s ca
r
. 11 The

prowess , O Bhārata , that we then beheld o
f Bhimasena , and

his might , energy , and spirit , were exceedingly wonderful , 11
3

fo
r , regarding that terrible shower of arrows , thick a
s
a gather

ing mass of clouds , falling around him , to b
e nothing more

than a downpour o
f

rain a
t

the close o
f

summer , 11
8

Bhima o
f

terrible prowess , desirous of slaying the son of Drona , in return
poured h

is arrows upon the latter like a cloud in the season o
f

rains . 11
4

Bhima ' s large and formidable bow o
f golden back , in

cessantly drawn in that battle , looked resplendent like a second
bow o

f Indra . ' 15 Shafts in hundreds and thousands , issuing

from it , shrouded Drona ' s son , that ornament of battle , in that
encounter . ' 16 The showers of shafts , shot by both o

f

them , were

so dense , O site , that the very wind , o king , could not find
room for coursing through them . ' ? Then Drona ' s son , O king ,

desirous o
f slaying Bhima , sped a
t

him many gold -decked

arrows of keen points steeped in o
il . " 18 Showing his superior

ity to Drona ' s son , Bhimasena cut o
ff

each o
f those arrows

into three fragments before they could como at him . The son
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of Pandu then said , – Wait, Wait !1" - And once more the
mighty son of Pāndu filled with rage, and desirous of slaying
the son of Drona, shot at him a terrible shower of fierce

arrows . 12
0

Then Drona ' s son , that warrior acquainted with
the highest weapons , quickly destroying that arrowy shower

b
y

the illusion o
f h
is

own weapons , cu
t

o
ff Bhima ' s bow in

that encounter . 18
1

Filled with rage , he then pierced Bhima
himself with innumerable shafts in that battle . Endued with
great might , Bhima then , after h

is

bow had been cut o
ff ,

hurled a dart a
t

Açwatthāman ' s car , having whirled it previ

ously with great impetuosity . The son o
f

Drona , displaying
the lightness of his hands in that encounter , quickly cut o

ff ,

b
y

means o
f sharp shafts , that dart as it coursed towards him

with the splendour of a blazing brand . Meanwhile the terri
ble Vrikodara , taking u

p
a very strong bow , and smiling the

while , began to pierce the son o
f Drona with many arrows .

Then Drona ' s so
n , O monarch , with a straight shaft , pierced

the forehead o
f Bhima ' s driver . The latter , deeply pierced b
y

the mighty son o
f

Drona , 12
3
- 36 feil into a swoon , o king ,

abandoning the reins o
f

the steeds . The driver o
f Bhima ' s

car having fallen into a swoon , the steeds , O king , began to fl
y

away with great speed , in the very sight o
f

a
ll

the bowmen .

Beholding Bhima carried away from the field of battle b
y

those

running steeds , 12
7
- 98 the unvanquished Açwatthāman joyfully

blew his huge conch . Beholding Bhimasena borne away from
the field , al

l

the Pānchālas , ka
º

inspired with fear , abandoning
the ca

r

o
f

Dhrish tadyumna , fled away o
n every side . Then

Drona ' s so
n , shooting his shafts fiercely , pursued those broken

troops , causing a great carnage among them . Thus slaughtered

in battle b
y

the so
n

o
f

Drona , those Kshatriyas fled away in al
l

directions from fear o
f

that warrior . ' ” 13
0
- 31

SECTION CCII .

Sanjaya said , Beholding that force broken , Kunti ' s son
Dhananjaya o
f

immeasurable soul proceeded against Açwatthā
man from desire o
f slaying him . ' Those troops then , o king ,

rallied with effort b
y

Govinda and Arjuna , stayed o
n the field
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of battle . Only Vibhatsu , supported by the Somakas and the
Matsyas , shot hi

s

arrows a
t

the Kauravas and checked their

onset3 * Quickly approaching Açwatthāman , that great bow
man having the mark o

f

the lion ' s tail o
n his banner , Arjuna

addressed him , saying , _ _ Show me now the might thou hast ,

the energy , the knowledge , and the manliness , that are in thee ,

a
s

also thy affection for the Dhārtarāshtras and thy hatred fo
r

u
s , and the highest mettle o
f which thou art capable ! Even

Prishata ' s son , that slayer of Drona , will quell thy pride to
day ! 5 - 6 Come now and encounter the Pānchāla prince , that
hero resembling the Yuga fire and like the Destroyer himself

unto a
ll

his foes , as also myself with Govinda ! Thou display
est thy pride in battle , but I shall quell that pride of thine ! ? ”

" Dhritarāshtra said , - - The preceptor ' s son , O Sanjaya , is

possessed o
f might and worthy o
f respect ! He beareth great

love to Dhananjaya and the high -souled Dhananjaya also loveth

him in return ? Vibhatsu had never addressed Drona ' s son
before in this way ! Why then did the son o

f Kunti address
his friend in such harsh words ? ? !

" Sanjaya said , — “Upon the fall o
f the youthful prince o
f

the Chedis , of Vrihatkhatra o
f

Puru ' s race , and o
f

Sudar

çana , the chief of the Mālavas , who waswell -accomplished in

the science of arms , ' ' and upon the defeat of Dhrishtadyumna
and Sātyaki and Bhima , and feeling great pain and touched to

the quick b
y

those words o
f

Yudhishthira , and remembering
all hi

s

former woes , o lord , Vibhatsu , in consequence o
f his

grief , felt such wrath rise within h
im that h
e had never ex

perienced it
s

like before . " 1 – 13 It was fo
r

this that , like a vul
gar person , he addressed the preceptor ' s son , who was worthy

o
f every respect , in such unworthy , indecent , bitter , and harsh

language . " Addressed , from wrath , in such harsh and cruel
words b

y

Pārtha , o king , Drona ' s so
n , that foremost o
f all

mighty bowmen , became highly angry with Pārtha and e
s

pecially with Krishna . The valiant Açwatthāman then , stay
ing resolutely o

n h
is

car , touched water , 14 - 15 and invoked the
Āgneya weapon incapable o

f being resisted b
y

the very gods .

* I adopt the Bombay reading . – T .
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Aiming at all his visible and invisible foes , the preceptor's son ,
that slayer of hostile heroes, inspired with mantras a blazing

shaft possessed of the effulgence of a smokeless fire, and le
t

it

o
ff

o
n a
ll

sides , filled with rage . " ? Dense showers o
f

arrows

then issued from it in the welkin . Endued with fiery flames ,

those arrows encompassed Pārtha on al
l

sides . ' Meteors flashed
down from the firmament . A thick gloom suddenly shrouded

the (Pāndava ) host . All the points of the compass also were
enveloped b

y

that darkness . Rākshashas and Piçachas ,

crowding together , uttered fiece cries . Inauspicious winds be
gan to blow . The Sun himself n

o longer gave any heat . o

Ravens fiercely croaked o
n a
ll

sides . Clouds roared in the wel

kin , showering blood . * Birds and beasts and kine , and Munis

o
f high vows and souls under complete control , became exceed

ingly uneasy . " The very elements seemed to b
e

perturbed .

The Sun seemed to turn round . The universe , scorched with
heat , seemed to b

e

in a fever . 33 The elephants and other
creatures o

f

the land , scorched b
y

the energy o
f

that weapon ,

ran in fright , breathing heavily and desirous o
f protection

against that terrible force . 84 The very waters being heated ,
the creatures residing in that element , О Bhārata , became
exceedingly uneasy and seemed to burn . as From a

ll

the points

o
f

the compass , cardinal and subsidiary , from the firmament
and th

e

very Earth , showers of sharp and fierce arrows fell and
issued , with the impetuosity o

f Garuda o
r the wind . Struck

and burnt b
y

those shafts o
f

Açwatthāman that were a
ll

endued

with the impetuosity o
f

the thunder , the hostile warriors fell

down like trees burnt down b
y

a raging fire . Huge e
le

phants , burnt b
y

that weapon , fe
ll

down o
n the Earth a
ll

around , uttering fierce cries loud a
s those o
f

the clouds . 28

Other huge elephants , scorched b
y

that fire , ran hither and
thither , and roared aloud in fear , as if in the midst of a forest
conflagration . 29 The steeds , O king , and the cars also , burnt
by the energy of that weapon , looked , O sire , like the tops of

trees burnt in a forest fire . 80 Thousands of cars fell down o
n

a
ll

sides . Indeed , O Bhārata , it seemed that the divine lord
Agni burnt the (Pāndava ) host in that battle , like the Sam
varta fire consuming everything a
t

the end o
f

the Yuga .
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" Beholding th
e

Pāndava army thus burning in that dread

ful battle , 82 thy soldiers , O king , filled with joy , uttered leo
nine shouts . Indeed , the combatants of thy army , desirous o

f

victory and filled with joy , speedily blew thousands of trumpets ,

O Bhārata , of diverse kinds . Darkness having enveloped the
world during that fierce battle , the entire Pāndava army , with
Savyaçãchin , the son o

f

Pāndu , could not b
e

seen . We
had never before , o king , heard o

f

o
r

seen the like o
f

that

weapon which Drona ' s so
n

created in wrath o
n that occasion .

Then Arjuna , Oking , invoked into existence the Brāhma
weapon , 88 - 38 capable of baffling every other weapon , as ordain

e
d b
y

the Lotus -born (Brāhman ) himself . Within a moment

that darkness was dispelled . 87 Cool winds began to blow , and
all the points of the compass became clear and bright . We
then beheld a wonderful sight , viz . , a full Akshauhini ( of

the Pāndava troops ) la
id

lo
w . Burnt b
y

the energy o
f

Açwatthāman ' s weapon , the forms of the slain could not b
e

distinguished . Then those two heroic and mighty bowmen ,

viz . , Kecava and Arjuna , freed from that darkness , 89 were
seen together , like the Sun and the Moon in the firmament .
Indeed , the wielder o

f Gandiva and Kecava were both u
n

wounded . * ' Equipt with it
s

banners and standard and steeds ,

with it
s

Anukarsha uninjured , and with a
ll

the mighty weap

ons stored o
n
it remaining uninjured , that car , so terrible to

thy warriors , freed from that darkness , shone resplendent on the
field . " And soon there arose diverse sounds of life mingled
with the blare o

f

conchs and the beat o
f drums , from among

the Pāndava troops filled with jo
y
. 48 Both hosts had thought

that Keçava and Arjuna had perished . Beholding Keçava and
Arjuna , therefore , (freed from that darkness and the energy

o
f that weapon ) , and seeing them reappear so quickly , the

Pāndavas were filled with joy , and the Kauravas with wonder . 43

Unwounded and full o
f

cheerfulness , those two heroes blew
their excellent conchs . Indeed , seeing the Pārthas filled with

jo
y
, thy soldiers became exceedingly melancholy . 44 Seeing

those two high -souled ones , ( viz . , Kecava and Arjuna ) , freed

( from the energy o
f

his weapon ) the so
n

o
f

Drona became
very cheerless . For a moment h
e

reflected ,Osire , on what

0
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had happened .' And having reflected , o king , he became
filled with anxiety and grief . Breathing long and hot sighs,
he became exceedingly cheerless .46 Laying aside h

is

bow then ,

the son o
f

Drona speedily alighted from his car , and saying , -

O fi
e , O fie , Every thing is untrue ! - he ran away from the

fight . “ ? On his way h
e

met Vyāsa , the abode of Saraswati ,

the compiler o
f

the Vedas , the habitation o
f those scriptures ,

unstained b
y

si
n , and o
f

the hue o
f

rain -charged clouds . 48

Beholding him , that perpetuater of Kuru ' s race , standing o
n

his way , the so
n

o
f

Drona , with voice choked in grief , and like
one exceedingly cheerless , saluted him and said , 49 _ 0 sire , O

sire , is this a
n illusion , or is it a caprice ( on the part o
f

th
e

weapon ) ! I do not know what it is ! Why , indeed , hath my
weapon become fruitless ? What breach (has there been in the

method o
f

invocation ) ? 50 O
r , is it something abnormal , or , is it

a victory over Nature (achieved b
y

the two Krishnas ) since they

are yet alive ? It seems that Time is irresistible ! 5
1 Neither

Asuras , nor Gandharvas , nor Piçāchas , nor Rākshasas , nor
Uragas , Yakshas , and birds , nor human beings , 6 * can venture

to baffle this weapon shot b
y

me ! This fiery weapon , however ,
having slain only one Akshauhini of troops , hath been paci
fied ! 58 This exceedingly fierce weapon shot b

y

me is capable o
f

slaying a
ll

creatures ! For what reason then could it not slay

Kecava and Arjuna both o
f

whom are endued with the attri

butes of humanity ! 54 Asked b
y

me , O holy one , answer m
e

truly ! O great Muni , I desire to hear al
l

this in detail ! 55 _ ' .

" : "Vyāsa said , — O
f

high significance is this matter that thou
enquirest of me from surprise ! I will tell thee everything ,

listen attentively ! 56 He that is called Nārāyana is older than

the oldest ones . For accomplishing some purpose , that Creator

o
f

the universe took his birth a
s the son o
f Dharma . ? O
n

the

mountains o
f Himavat he underwent the severest ascetic auster

ities . Endued with mighty energy , and resembling fire o
r

th
e

Sun ( in splendour ) , he stood there with arms upraised . Pos
sessed o

f

eyes like lotus petals , he emaciated himself there
for si

x

and sixty thousand years , subsisting all the while
upon a

ir alone . 59 Once more undergoing severe austerities o
f

another kind fo
r

twice that period , he filled the space b
e
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tween Earth and heaven with his energy. " When by those
austerities , O sire, he became like Brahma,* he then behold
Master, Origin , and Guardian of the Universe , the Lord of
all the gods, the Supreme Deity , who is exceedingly diffi
cult of being gazed at, who isminuter than the minutest and
larger than the largest, 61-63 who is called Rudra ,t who is the
Lord of al

l

the superior ones , who is called Hara and Cambhu ,

who hasmatted locks o
n his head , who is the infuser o
f

life

into every form , who is the First cause o
f a
ll

immobile and

mobile things , who is irresistible and of frightful aspect , who

is o
f

fierce wrath and great soul , who is the All -destroyer , and

o
f large heart ; who bareth the celestial bow and a couple o
f

quivers , who is cased in golden armour , and whose energy is

infinite , 64 who holdeth Pināka , who is armed with thunder

bolt , blazing trident , battle -axe , mace , and a large sword ;

whose eye -brows are fair , whose locks are matted , who wieldeth
the heavy short club , who hath the moon o

n his forehead , who

is clad in tiger -skin , and who is armed with the bludgeon ; 65
who is decked with beautiful angadas , who hath snakes fo

r

his

sacred thread , and who is surrounded b
y

diverse creatures o
f

the universe and b
y

numerous ghosts and spirits ; who is the
One ; who is the abode of ascetic austerities , and who is highly
adored b

y

persons o
f

venerable age ; 66 who is Water , Heaven ,

Sky , Earth , Sun , Moon , Wind , and Fire , and who is the

measure o
f the duration o
f

the universe . Persons of wicked be
haviour can never obtain a sight of that unborn one , that slayer

o
f

all haters of Brāhmanas , , that giver o
f emancipation . # 67

Only Brāhmanas o
f righteous conduct , when cleansed of their

sins and freed from the control o
f

grief , behold him with their

* Nilkantha explains this to mean that when h
e became unconnect

e
d

with the world , rising superior to everything connected with the

world . - T .

+ The terrible . - T .

Amritasya yonim , literally , th
e

origin o
r

cause o
f

immortality , i , e ,

he from whom immortality springs . Hence , as explained b
y

Nilakantha ,

the phrase means the source o
f salvation , fo
r

those only that are emanci

pate become immortal a
s

the Supreme Soul itself . - T .

8
6
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mind's eye. In consequence of h
is

ascetic austerities

, Nārāyana

obtained a sight o
f

that unfading one

, that embodiment o
f

righteousness , that adorable one , that Being
having the uni

verse fo
r

his form . Beholding that supreme abode o
f a
ll kinds

o
f splendour , that god with a garland o
f Akshas round his

neck , Vāsudeva , with gratified soul , became filled with
delight

which h
e sought to express b
y

words , heart , understanding ,

and body . Then Nārayana worshipped that Divine Lord

, that

First cause of the Universe , 6
3 - 69 that giver o
f

boons , that puis

santone sporting with the fair -limbed Pārvati

, that high -souled

Being surrounded b
y

large bands o
f ghosts and spirits , ? º that

Unborn one , that supreme Lord , that embodiment

o
f

the U
n

manifest ,that Essence o
f a
ll

causes , that one o
f

Unfading power .

Having saluted Rudra , that destroyer o
f the Asura Andhakan

the lotus -eyed Nārāyana , with devotion filling his heart

, began

to praise the Three -eyed one ( i
n these words ) : ? _ _ 0 adorable

one , O first o
f

a
ll the gods , the creators o
f everything , ( viz . , th
e

Prajipatis ) who are the regents o
f

the world , and who , having

entered the Earth , — thy first work , — had

, o lord , protected it

before , have all sprung from thee ! " Gods , Asuras , Nāgas ,

Rūkshasus , Piçāchas , human beings

, birds , Gandharvas , Ya

kshas , and other creatures , with the entire Universe

, we know ,
have all sprung from thee ! * *

Everything that is done fo
r

propitiating Indra , and Yama , and Varuna ,and Kuvera

,and th
e

Pitris , and Tashtri ,and Soma , is really offered to thee ! Form

and light , sound and sky , wind and touch

, taste and water ,

scent and earth , * 74 Time , Brahman himself

, the Vedas , the

Brāhmanas , and a
ll

these mobile and immobile
objects , have

sprung from thee ! Vapours rising from diverse
receptacles o

f

water , become rain -drops , which , falling
upon the Earth , ar

e

separated from one another . When the time o
f the Universal

dissolution comes , those individual drops

, separated from one

another , once more unite together and make the
Earth one vast

expanse o
f

water . " He that is learned , thus observing th
e

* 1 . e . , the five attributes perceivable b
y

the five senser ,with the fi
re

objects o
f

Nature with which they are directly connected o
r
inwhich they

manifest themselves . - - - T .
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origin and the destruction of a
ll things , understands thy One

ness ! Two birds , (viz . , Iswara and Jiva ) , four Açwatthas
with their wordy branches , (viz . , the Vedas ) , the seven guar
dians ( v

iz . , the fire essences o
r elements and the heart and the

understanding , ) and the ten others that hold this city ( viz . ,

the te
n

senses that constitute the body ) , have all been created
by thee , but thou art separate from and independent o

f

them !

The Past , the Future , and the Present , over each o
f

which

none can have any sway , are from thee , as also the seven
worlds and this Universe : ? ? I am thy devoted adorer , be grace
ful unto me ! Do not injure me , b

y
causing evil thoughts to

penetratemy heart ! Thou art the Soul of souls , incapable

o
f being known . He that knows thee a
s

the Universal Seed

attaineth to Brahma . ” Desiring to pay thee respects , I am

praising thee , endeavouring to ascertain thy real nature , O

thou that art incapable o
f being understood b
y

the very gods !

Adored b
y

me , grant me the boons I desire but which are diffi
cult o

f acquisition ! D
o

not hide thyself in thy illusion ! ] ? _

“ Vyāsa continued , — The blue -throated god o
f

inconceiv
able soul , that wielder of Pināka , that divine Lord ever praised

by the Rishis , then gave boons unto Vāsudeva who deserved
them a

ll . 80 The great God said , — [ O Nārāyana , through my

grace , amongst men , gods , and Gandharvas , thou shalt b
e

o
f

immeasurable might and soul ! Neither gods , nor Asuras , nor
great Uragas , nor Pigāchas , nor Gandharvas , nor men , nor
Rākshasas , nor birds , nor Nāgas ,nor any creatures in the Uni
verse , shall ever be able to bear thy prowess ! No one amongst

even th
e

celestials shall be able to vanquish thee in battle 18 - 82

Through my grace , none shall ever be able to cause thee pain

b
y

weapon o
r thunder -bolt o
r

fire o
r wind o
r with any object

that is wet or dry , or with any mobile o
r

immobile thing !

Thou shalt be superior to myself if thou ever goest to battle
with me ! ] * + - 85 _ Thus were these boons acquired b

y

Caurin

in days o
f yore . Even that god now walketh the Earth

( as Vāsudeva ) , beguiling the universe b
y

h
is illusion . 86 From

Nārāyana ' s asceticism was born a great luni of the name of

Nara , equal to Nārāyana himself . Know that Arjuna is none
else than that Nara ! Those two Rishis , said to be older than
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carse to
considers

from

acouperior pe

the oldest gods , take their births in every Yuga for subserving

the purposes of the world .38 Thyself also , O thou of great

heart, hast been born as a portion of Rudra , by virtue of all
thy religious acts and as a consequence of high ascetic aus

terities , endued with great energy and wrath 39 Thou wert
(in a former life ) endued with great wisdom and equal to a god !
Regarding the universe to consist only of Mahādeva , thou hadst
emaciated thyself by diverse vows from desire of gratifying

that god. Assuming the form of a very superior person ,

that blazed with splendour , thou hadst , 0 giver of honors,
worshipped the great god with mantras , with homa , and
with offerings . Thus adored by thee in thy former life , the
great god became gratified with thee , and granted thee
numerous boons , O learned one, that thou hadst cherished in
thy heart." Like Keçava 's and Arjuna 's, thy birth , acts, and
ascetic austerities , are superior also ! Like them , in thy wor
ship , thou hast , in every Yuga , adored the great god in his
Phallic form ." This Keçava is that devoted worshipper of
Rudra who has sprung from Rudra himself ! Keçava always

worships the Lord Civa , regarding his Phallic emblem to be

the origin of the Universe .94 In Keçava is always present

that knowledge in consequence of which he views the identity

of Brahma with the universe, and that other knowledge by
which the Past , the Present , and the Future , the near and the
remote , is all seen as if the whole were before his eyes. The
gods, the Siddhas , and the great Rishis , adore Kecava fo

r

obtaining that highest object in the universe , viz . , Mahādeva .

Keçava is the Creator o
f everything . The Eternal Krishna

should b
e

adored with sacrifices . 95 – 96 The Lord Keçava always
worshipeth Civa in the PhaHic emblem a

s the origin o
f a
ll

creatures . The god having the bull fo
r

his mark cherisheth

greater regard fo
r

Kecava . ] ? —

. " Sanjaya continued , — Hearing these words of Vyāsa , Drona ' s

son , that mighty car -warrior , bowed unto Rudra and regarded
Keçava a

s worthy o
f

the highest regards . " Having his soul
under complete control , he became filled with delight , the
marks whereof appeared o

n his body . Bowing unto the great
Rishi , Açwatthāman then , casting his eyes o
n the (Kuru ) army ,
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caused it to be withdrawn ( fo
r

nightly rest ) . ” Indeed , when ,

after the fall o
f

Drona , the cheerless Kurus retired from the
field , the Pāndavas also , O monarch , caused their army to be

withdrawn . 10
0

Having fought fo
r

five days and caused a
n

immense carnage , that Brāhmana well -versed in the Vedas , viz . ,

Drona , repaired , O king , to the region o
f

Brahman ! ” 10
1

SECTION CCIII .

"Dhritarāshtra said , “Upon the slaughter of that Atiratha ,

viz . , Drona , b
y

Prishata ' s son , what did my sons and the Pān
davas next do ? ?

" Sanjaya said , — “ After the rout of the Kuru army upon

Dhananjaya the son of Kunti , ” beholding a wonderful phenome
non in connection with his own victory , asked Vyāsa , O buil of

Bharata ' s race , who came thither in course o
f his wanderings ,

saying - O great Rishi ,while I was engaged in slaying the foe

in battle , with showers o
f bright shafts , I continually beheld

before me , proceeding in advance o
f my car , a person o
f

blaz
ing hue , as if endued with the effulgence o

f

fire . Withersoever

h
e proceeded with h
is uplifted lance , al
l

the hostile warriors

were seen to break before him . 4 - 5 Broken in reality b
y

him ,

people regarded the foe to have been broken byme . Following

in h
is

wake I only destroyed those already destroyed b
y

him .

with lance , resembiing the Sun himself in energy , that was

thus seen b
y

me ? ? Ho did not touch th
e

Earth with his feet ,

nor did h
e hurl his lance even once . In consequence o
f

his

energy , thousands of lances issued out of that one lance held

b
y

him ! - -

" Vyāsa said , — Thou hast , O Arjuna , seen Cankara , that

First cause from which have sprung the Prajāpatis , that puis

sant Being endued with great energy , h
e

that is the em

bodiment o
f

heaven , Earth , and Sky , the Divine Lord , the
protector o

f

the universe , the great Master , the giver o
f

boons ,

called also Içāna ! O , seek the protection o
f

that boon -giving

Deity , that lord o
f

the universe ! 9 - 10 . He is called Muha
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deva (the Supreme Deity ), of Supreme Soul, the one only
Lord , with matted locks (on head ), the abode of auspicious .
ness . Of three eyes and mighty arms, he is called Rudra , with
his locks tied in the shape of a crown, and h

is body attired in

skins . " That boon -giving lord of the universe , that Supreme
Deity , is also called Hara and Sthānu . He is the foremost of

every being in the universe , h
e
is incapable o
f being vanquish

e
d ; he is the delighter of the universe and its Supreme ruler . ' '

The first cause , the light and refuge of the universe , he is ever
victorious . The Soul and the Creator of the universe , and
having the universe fo

r

his form , he is possessed o
f

great

fame . " The Lord of the universe , and it
s great Ruler , that

puissant one is also the master o
f a
ll

actions . Called also

Çambhu , he is Self -born , he is the lord o
f all creatures , and

the origin o
f

the Past , the Future , and the Present . He is

Yoga and the lord o
f Yoga ; he is called Sarva , and is th
e

Lord o
f

the lord o
f

a
ll

the worlds . He is superior to every

thing . The foremost o
f everything in the Universe , and th
e

highest o
f a
ll , he is called also Paramesthin ' s The Ordainer

o
f

the three worlds , he is the sole refuge o
f the three worlds .

Incapable o
f being vanquished , he is the Protector of the uni .

verse , and above ( the necessity o
f
) birth , decay , and death . "

The soul o
f knowledge , incapable of being compassed b
y

know
ledge , and the highest of al

l

knowledge , he is unknowable .

Through grace , he giveth unto his worshippers the boons they

desire . " That Lord hath for his companions ceslestial beings

o
f

diverse forms , some of whom are dwarfs , some having mat

te
d

locks , some with bald heads , some with short necks , some
with large stomachs , 18 some with hige bodies , some possessed of

great strength , and some of long ears . All of them , O Pārtha ,

have deformed faces and mouthsand legs , and strange attires . 18 - 18

That Supreme Deity , called Mahādeva , is worshipped b
y

followers that are even such . Even that Civa , O son , endued
with such energy , proceedeth through kindness , in advance o

f

thee 1
2
0

In that fierce battle , O Pārtha , making the very hair
stand o

n end , who else , 0 Arjuna , than the divine Mahe
çwara , that foremost o
f all bowmen , that deity o
f

divina
forms , could even in imagnation venture to vanquish that force
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which was protected by those great smiters and bowmen
, viz .,

Aswatthāman and Karna and Kripa ?51-18 None can venture

to stay before the warrior that hath Maheçwara walking before

him ! There is no being in the three worlds that is equal to

him !* At the very scent of the enraged Mahādeva , foes in

battle tremble and become senseless and fall in large numbers ."

For this the gods in heaven always adore and bow to him .
Those men in this world and those other men of pious con

duct , that devoutly worship the boon -giving , divine
, and

auspicious Rudra , obtain happiness here and attain to the
highest state hereafter,86 0 son of Kunti, bow unto him

that is peace , unto him called Rudra , of blue throat , exceed
ingly subtile, and of great effulgence ;97 unto him called

Kaparddin , him that is terrible , him that is of tawny eyes,

him that is boon -giving ; unto that great ordainer , of red locks ,

and righteous conduct ; unto him that always does auspicious

acts ;a: unto him that is an object of desire , him that is of
tawny eyes, him that is called Sthānu ; him that is called
Purusha ; unto him that is of tawny hair , him that is bald ,

him that is exceedingly subtile and of great effulgence ;** unto
him that is the giver of light, him that is the embodiment of

all sacred waters , him that is the God of gods, and him that is
endued with great impetuosity ; unto him that is of manifest

form , him that is called Sarva , h
im that is of agreeable ,

attire ; 80 unto him that has a
n excellent head -gear , him that

is o
f

handsome face , him that is of a thousand eyes , him that

is the giver o
f rain ; him that has the mountains for his habi

tation , him that is Peace , him that is the Protector , him that
has barks of trees fo

r

his attire ; 8 . him whose arms are decked
with ornaments o

f

gold , him who is fierce , him that is the lord

o
f

a
ll

the points o
f the compass ; him that is the lord of the

clouds and o
f a
ll

created beings ; 92 him that is the lord o
f all

trees and o
f a
ll

kine ; him that has h
is body shrouded with

trees ; him who is the celestial generalissimo , him who inspires

all thoughts ; 88 him who has the sacrificial laddle in h
is

hand ,

him who is blazing , him who wields the bow , him who is

Rāma ' s self ; him who has diverse forms , him who is the lord

o
f

the universe , him who has the munja grass fo
r

his
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attire ;54 him who has a thousand heads , a thousand eyes,

a thousand arms, and a thousand legs ! O son of Kunti ,
seek the protection of that boon -giving Lord of the uni
verse, that lord of Umā , that god of three eyes, that des
troyer of Daksha 's sacrifice ;** that guardian of al

l

created

things , that being who is always cheerful , that protector of

a
ll beings , that god of unfading glory ; that one with matted

locks , thatmover of al
l

superior beings , that one whose navel

is like that of a bull and who hath the bull for his mark ; 87 that
one who is proud like the bull , who is the lord of bulls , who is

represented b
y

the horns o
f

the bull , and who is the bull of

bulls ; that one who hath the image of the bull on hi
s

banner ,

who is liberal to a
ll righteous persons , who ca
n

b
e approached

b
y

Yoga only , and whose eyes are like those of a bull 38
8

who

owneth very superior weapons , who hath Vishnu himself fo
r

his arrow , who is the embodiment o
f righteousness ; and who

is called Maheswara ; who is of vast stomach , and vast body ;

who hath a leopard ' s skin for his seat , 39 who is the lord o
f

the

worlds , who is bald , who is devoted to Brahma and who loveth

Brāhmanas ; who is armed with the trident ,who is boon -giving ,

who wieldeth the sword and the shield , and who is highly

auspicious # 40 who wieldeth the bow called Pināka , who is
divested o

f

the battle -axe ; * and who is th
e

protector and lord

o
f

the universe ! I place myself in the hands o
f that divine

Lord , that grantor o
f protection , that god attired in deer

skins ! Salutations to that Lord o
f

the celestials who hath

Vaiçravana for his friend ! Salutations ever to him o
f ex

cellent vows , to him who hath excellent bowmen fo
r

his com
panions , 41 - 42 to him who himself wieldeth the bow , to that god

with whom the bow is a favorite weapon , who is himself the

shaft impelled b
y

the bow ; who is the bowstring and the bow ,

and the preceptor teaching the use o
f

the bow ! 43 Salutations

to the god whose weapons are fierce , and who is the foremost

o
f a
ll

the gods ! Salutations to him o
f

diverse forms , to him

who hath many bowmen around h
im ! * * Salutations ever to

him who is called Sthinu and who has a large number of ex

* Having given it away to Rāma , his disciple . — T .
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cellent bowmen fo
r

h
is companions ! Salutations to h
im who

destroyed the tripple city ! Salutations to him who slew (the

Asura ) Bhaga : 44 - 46 Salutations to him who is the lord o
f

trees and o
f

men ! Salutations to him who is the lord o
f the

(celestial ) Mothers , and o
f

those tribes o
f spirits known b
y

the name o
f Ganas ! Salutations ever to h
im who is the

lord o
f kine and o
f

sacrifices ! Salutations ever h
im

to who

is the lord of waters and the lord o
f

the gods , “ ? who is the

destroyer o
f Surya ' s teeth , who is of three eyes , who is the

grantor of boons ; who is called Hara , who is blue -throated ,

and who is o
f

golden locks ! I will now tell thee , according

tomyknowledge and as I have heard o
f

them , al
l

the divine

deeds o
f

Mahādeva o
f supreme wisdom . 49 If Mahādeva be

comes angry , neither gods , nor Asuras , nor Gandharvas , nor
Rākshasas , even if they hide themselves in deep caves , can
have peace ! 50 In days of yore , Daksha , fo

r

performing a sacri

fice , had collected the necessary articles . Mahādevea destroyed

that sacrifice in wrath . Indeed , he became very stern o
n

that occasion . Shooting a
n arrow from his bow , h
e

uttered

terrible roars . The celestials then became filled with anxiety

and fright . Indeed , when Mahādeva became angry and the
Sacrifice in it

s

embodied form ) fl
e
d

away , th
e

gods became

exceedingly frightened a
t

th
e

twang o
f

Mahādeva ’ s bow and
the sound o

f his palms . 68 The gods and the Asurus a
ll

fell

down and submitted to Mahādeva . A
ll

the waters swelled

up in agitation , and the Earth trembled . 54 The mountains

split , and al
l

the points o
f

the compass and the Nāgas became

stupified . The universe , enveloped in a thick darkness , could

n
o

longer b
e

seen . The splendour of a
ll

luminaries with

the Sun was destroyed . The Rishis , filled with fear , became

agitated , and desirous of their own good a
s

also o
f

a
ll

crea

tures , performed propitiatory rites . Surya was then eating the
principal sacrificial oblation . Smilingly Cankara approached

him and tore outhis teeth . The gods then , humbling them

selves to him , fled away , trembling . 56 - 68 Once more Mahādova
aimed a

t

the gods a shower o
f blazing and keen arrows rosem

bling flames o
f firemixed with smoke , or clouds with lightning . “

Beholding that arrowy shower , a
ll

the gods ,bowing down unto

8
7
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Maheswara , assigned to Rudra & substantial share in sacri .

fices. In fright, the gods, O prince, sought h
is protection .

His wrath being dispelled , the great god then re -established

the sacrifice . The gods that had fled away came back . In

deed , they are to this day afraid o
f

Maheçwara . Formerly the

valiant Asuras had , in heaven , three cities . Each o
f

those

cities was excellent and large . One was made o
f iron , an

other o
f

silver , and the third o
f gold . The golden city belong .

e
d

to Kamalāksha , the silver city to Tārakāksha , ' s and the
third , made of iron , had Vidyunmālin fo

r

it
s

lord . With a
ll

his weapons , Maghavat (Indra ) was unable to make any im .

pression o
n those cities . Afficted ( by the Asuras ) , al
l

the

gods sought the protection o
f

Rudra . Approaching him , al
l

the gods with Vāsava a
t

their head , said , " _ These terrible
dwellers o

f

the tripple city have received boons from Brahman !

Filled with pride in consequence o
f

those boons , they a
re

greatly afflicting the universe . 66 O Lord o
f

the god o
f gods ,

none , save thee , is competent to slay them ! Therefore , O

Mahādeva , slay these enemies of the gods : 67 0 Rudra , crea
tures slain in every sacrifice shall then b

e thine ! _ 0 lord o
f

the universe , Iwill overthrow these Asuras ! 48 _ Thus addressed

b
y

the gods , Mahādeva thus accepted their request , moved b
y

the desire of benefiting them . And Hara made th
e

two moun .

tains , viz . , Gandhamādana and Vindhya , the two bamboo
poles o

f his car . 69 And Cankara made the Earth with her

oceans and forests his battle car . And the three -eyed deity
made that prince of snakes , viz . , Cesha , the Aksha , of that ca

r
. ro

And that god o
f gods , the wielder of Pināka , made the Moon

and the Sun the two wheels o
f that vehicle . And the tripple

eyed Lord made Elāpatra and Pushpadanta the two pins

o
f

the yoke . ” And the valiant Mahādeva made the Malaya

mountains the yoke , and the great Takshaka the string fo
r

tying the yoke to the poles , and the creatures about him the
traces o

f

the steeds . " And Maheswara made the four Vedas
his four steeds . And that lord of the three worlds made the
supplementary Vedas the bridle -bits . " And Mahādeva made
Giytri and Savitri the reins , the syllable o
n

the whip , and
Brahman the driver , ? 4 And making the Mandara mountains
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the bow , Väsuki the bowstring . Vishnu his excellent shaft ,
Agni the arrow -head ," and Vyāu the two wings of that shaft ,
Yama the feathers in it

s

tail , Lightning th
e

whetting stone , and
Meru the standard , ” Civa , riding o

n that excellent car which

was composed o
f all th
e

celestial forces , proceeded fo
r

the des

truction o
f

the tripple city . Indeed , Sthānu , that foremost

o
f

smiters , that Destroyer of Asuras , that handsome warrior

o
f

immeasurable prowess , adored b
y

the celestials , O Pārtha ,

and b
y

Rishis possessing wealth o
f

asceticism , 92 - 78 caused a
n

excellent and unrivalled array called after h
is

own name , and
stood immovable fo

r
a thousand years . " When , however , the

three cities came together in the firmament , the lord Mahā .

deva pierced them with that terrible shaft o
f

h
is , consisting of

three knots . 80 The Dānavas were unable to gaze at that shaft
inspired with the Yuga fire and composed o

f

Vishnu and

Soma . " While the tripple city commenced to burn , the god

dess Părvati repaired thither to behold th
e

sight . She had then

o
n her lap a child having a bald head with five clumps o
f hair

o
n it . ' The goddess asked the deities as to who that child was .

Cakra , through ill feeling , endeavoured to strike that child with

his thunder -bolt . 83 The divine lord Mahadeva (for the child
was none other ) , smiling , quickly paralysed the arm o

f

the

enraged Cakra . 84 Then the god Cakra , with his a
rm paralysed ,

accompanied b
y

a
ll the celestials , speedily repaired to the lord

Brahman o
f unfading glory . 85 Bowing unto him with their

heads , they addressed Brahman with joined hands and said , -

Some wonderful creature , O Brahman , lying o
n the lap o
f

Părvati , 36 in the form o
f
a child , was beheld b
y

u
s

but not

saluted ! Wehave all been vanquished b
y

bim ! We , there .

fore , desire to ask thee as to who h
e may b
e ! ? Indeed , that

boy , without fighting , hath with the greatest ease vanquished

u
s

a
ll

with Purandara a
t

our head ! - Hearing these words o
f

theirs , Brahman , that foremost of al
l

persons acquainted with

Brahma , 88 reflected fo
r
a moment and understood that boy o
f

immeasurable energy to b
e

none else than the divine Cambhu ,

Addressing then those foremost o
f

celestials with Cakra a
t

their head , Brahman said , ' — [That child is the divine Hara ,

the Lord o
f

the entire mobile and immobile Universe . There
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is nothing superior to Maheçwara ." That Being of immeasur
able splendour who was beheld by you a

ll

with Umā , that
divine lord , had assumed the form o

f
a child fo
r

Umā ' s sake . "

Let us all go unto him ! That divine and illustrious one is the
Supreme Lord o

f

the whole world . " Y
e gods , ye could not re

cognise that master of the Universe ! — Then a
ll

the gods with

the Grandsire repaired to that child endued with the effulgence

o
f themorning Sun . Beholding Maheswara , and knowing that

h
e

was the Supreme Being ,the Grandsire Brahman thus adored
him : — 98 - 94 Thou art Sacrifice , O lord , and thou a

rt

the stay

and refuge o
f

the Universe ! Thou art Bhava , thou art Mahā .

deva , thou a
rt the abode ( of a
ll things ) , and thou a
rt

the high

e
st refuge ! 95 This whole universe with it
s

mobile and im

mobile creatures , is pervaded b
y

thee ! O holy one , o lord

o
f

the Past and the Future , O lord of the world , O protector o
f

the Universe , le
t

Cakra , afflicted with thy wrath , have th
y

grace ! ] " ® —

< " Vyāsa continued , - Hearing these words of the lotus -born
Brahman , Maheçwara became gratified . Desirous o

f extending

his grace , he laughed aloud . " The celestials then gratified

(with praise ) both Umā and Rudra . The arm o
f the thunder

wielding Cakrı resumed its natural state . 98 That foremost

one o
f a
ll

the gods , that Destroyer o
f

Daksha ' s sacrifice ,
that divine lord having the bull fo

r

his sign , became gratified
with the gods . 99 He is Rudra , he is Civa , he is Agni , he

is Everything , and h
e

hath knowledge o
f Everything . He is

Indra , he is the Wind , he is the twin Açwins , and he is the
lightning . 10

0

He is Bhava , he is Parjanya , he is Mahādeva ,

h
e

is sinless . He is the Moon , he is Içāna , he is Surya , he is

Varuna . : 01 He is Kāla , he is Antaka , he is Mrityu , he is

Yama . * He is the Day , and h
e is the Night . He is the Fort

night , he is the Month , he is the Seasons . He is the morning
and evening Twilights , he is the Year . 10 % He is Dhātri , he is

Vidhātri , he is the Soul of the universe , and h
e
is the doer of

all acts in the universe . Though himself without body , he it is

who is the embodied celestials . 10
3

Endued with great splendour ,

* All these terms imply Death or the Destroyer . - T .



HOKSAANA PARYA , 693DRONA PARVA ,

he is adored and praised by al
l

the gods . He is One , He is

Many , he is hundred thousand . : 04 Brāhmanas versed in the
Vedas say that h

e

hath two forms . These are the terrible and
the auspicious . These two forms again are multifarious . 10

8

His
terrible forms are Fire , Vishnu , and the Sun . His auspicious

forms are Water , Light , and th
e

Moon . 20
6

Whatever is highly

mysterious in the several branches o
f

the Vedas , in the Upani
shads , in the Purānas , and in those sciences that deal with

the soul , is that god , viz . , Maheçāwara . 20
7

Mahādeva is even

such . That god is again without birth . All the attributes o
f

that god are not capable o
f being enumerated b
y me , 10
8

even

if , O son of Pāndu , I were to recite them continually fo
r

&

thousand years . Even unto those that are afflicted b
y

a
ll

the

evil planets , even unto those that are stained with every

si
n , 10
9
– 10 that great protector , if they seek him , is gratified with

them and granteth them salvation ! He granteth , and again

taketh away , life and health and prosperity and wealth and
diverse kinds o

f objects o
f

desire . The prosperity is his that is

seen in Indra and the other gods . ' ' He is ever engaged in the

good and evil o
f

men in this world . In consequence o
f

h
is

supremacy h
e

can always obtain whatever objects h
e

desires . ' "

He is called Maheçwara and is the lord of even the supreme

ones . In many forms ofmany kinds h
e pervadeth the uni

verse . ' 13 The mouth which that god has is in the Ocean .

It is well known that that mouth , assuming the form o
f
a

mare ' s head , drinketh the sacrificial libation in the shape o
f

water . ' 14 This god always dwelleth in crematoriums . Men
worship that Supreme lord in that place where none but the
courageous ca

n

g
o . ' s Many a
re the blazing and terrible forms

o
f this god that men speak o
f

and worship in the world . ' 16

Many also are the names , of truthful import , of this deity in

a
ll

the worlds . Those names are founded upon his supremacy ,

his omnipotence , and his acts . " 7 In the Veda the excellent
hymn , called Çata Rudriya , hath been sung in honor o

f

that great god called the infinite Rudra . ' 18 That g
o
d

is the

lord o
f a
ll

wishes that are human and heavenly . He is omni
potent , and h

e is the supreme master . Indeed , that gnd pervad

eth the vast universe . " 9 The Brāhmanas and the Munis
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describe him as the First -born of al
l

creatures . He is the
First o

f

a
ll the gods ; from his mouth was born the wind . 18
8

And since h
e always protecteth the creatures o
f

the universe )

and sporteth with them , and since also h
e
is the lord o
f a
ll

creatures , therefore is he called Paçupati . 18
1

And since h
is

Phallic emblem is always supposed to b
e in the observance

o
f

the vow o
f Brahmacharya , and since h
e always gladdens

the world , therefore is he called Maheçwara , ! 23 The Rishis ,

the gods , the Gandharvas , and the Apsaras , always worship
his Phallic emblem which is supposed to stand upright . 18

5

That worship maketh Maheswara glad . Indeed , Cankara ( at

such worship ) becomes happy , pleased , and highly glad . * * *

And since with respect to the past , the future , and the pre
sent , that god has many forms both mobile and immobile , he is ,

o
n that account , called Vahurupa (many -formed ) . 18
5

Possess

e
d

o
f one eye h
e

blazeth forth in effulgence , or h
e may b
e

regarded to have many eyes on every side o
f

his body . And

since , in wrath , he possesseth the worlds , he is fo
r

that reason

called Sarva . 18
6

And since his form is like that o
f

smoke , he

is fo
r

that reason called Dhurjjati . And since those deities ,
viz . , the Vicwedevas , ar

e

in him , he is fo
r

that reason called

Vicwarupa . ? ? And since three goddesses adore and have
recourse to that Lord o

f

the universe , viz . , Firmament , Water ,

and Earth , he is fo
r

that reason called Tryamvaka . ' And
since h

e always increaseth all kinds o
f wealth and wisheth

the good o
f mankind in a
ll

their acts , he is for that reason
called çiva . 18

9

He possesseth a thousand eyes , or te
n

thousand
eyes , or hath them o

n a
ll

sides . And since h
e protecteth this

vast universe , he is fo
r

that reason called Mahādeva . 13
0

And

since h
e
is Great and Ancient and is the source o
f

life and o
f

its continuance , and since his Phallic emblem is everlasting , he

is for that reason called Sthānu . 15
1

And since the solar and

the lunar rays o
f light that appear in the world are spoken o
f

a
s

the hair on that Three -eyed one , he is fo
r

that reason called

Vyomakeca . 18
3

And since , afflicting Brahman and Indra and
Varuna and Yama and Kuvera , he destroyeth them ultimately ,

h
e
is fo
r

that reason called Hara . 18
8

And since h
e
is the Past

the Future , and the Present , and , in fact , everything in the
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üniverse , and since he is the origin of the Past, the Future ,
and the Present, he is for that reason called Bhava . 15

4

The

word Kapi is said to mean Supreme , and Vrisha is said tomean
righteousness . That illustrious god ofgods , therefore , is called
Vrishākapi . 18

6
And since Maheswara , by means of hi

s

two
eyes closed ( in meditation ) , created through sheer force of will

a third eye o
n his forehead , he is fo
r

that reason called the

Three -eyed . 18
6

hatever o
f

unsoundness there is in the bodies

o
f living creatures , and whatever o
f

soundness there is in

them , represent that god . He is the wind , the vital airs called

Prana , Apāna (and the others ) in the bodies o
f a
ll

creatures ,

including even those that are diseased . 18
7

He who adoreth any

image o
r

the Phallic emblem o
f that high - souled god , always

obtaineth great prosperity b
y

that act . ' 88 Down wards from the
two thighs are fiery , and half the body that is auspicious is the

moon . So also half his soul is fire and half the moon . 13
9

His aus
picious form , full of energy , ismore blazing than the forms of

the gods . Amongst men , his blazing and terrible form is called
fire . 34

0

With that auspicious form h
e practiseth Brahmacharya .

With that other terrible form that he has , that supreme Lord
devoureth everything .141 And since h

e burneth , since he is

keen , since he is fierce , since h
e is endued with great prowess ,

and since h
e

devoureth flesh and blood and marrow , he is fo
r

this called Rudra . 14
2

Even such is the deity called Mahādeva ,

armed with Pināka , who , O Pārtha , was seen b
y

thee , engag .

e
d in slaying thy foes in advance o
f thy ca
r
. 14
8

After thou

hadst vowed to slay th
e

ruler o
f

the Sindhus , O sinless one ,

Krishna showed thee this god , in thy dream , sitting o
n the

top of that foremost of mountains . ' 44 That illustrious god pro
ceedeth in advance o

f

thee in battle . It is he who gave thee

those weapons with which thou didst slay the Dāravas . ' The
hymn approved o

f b
y

the Vedas , and called Çata -Rudriya ,

in honor o
f

that g
o
d

o
f gods , that excellent , famous , life -en

hancing , and sacred hymn , has now , O Pārtha , been explained

to thee . ' 46 This hymn o
f four divisions , capable o
f

accom
plishing every object , is sacred , destructive o

f

a
ll

sins , and
competent to drive away a
ll

stains and kill al
l

sorrows and all
foars . The man that always listons to it succeeds in vanquish
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in
g

a
ll his foes and is highly respected in the region o
f

Rudra . 94
7
- 16 The person who always attentively reads o
r lis

tens to the recitation o
f

this excellent and auspicious account ,

appertaining to battle , of the illustrious deity , and who wor
ships with devotion that illustrious Lord o

f

the universe ,

obtains all the high objects o
f desire , in consequence o
f

the

three -eyed God being gratified with h
im . ' 49 - 15
8

Go and fight , O

son o
f Kunti , defeat is not fo
r

thee , thee that hast Janārddana

o
n thy side for thy adviser and protector ! — ’ 18
1

" Sanjaya said , - 'Having addressed Arjuna in these words ,

the son o
f Parāçara , O chief of the Bharatas , went away to

the place h
e

came from , O chastiser of foes ! ” A5
3

SECTION CCIV .

" Sanjaya said , " Having battled fiercely for five days , O

king , the Brāhmana (Drona ) endued with great strength , fell
and repaired to the region o

f

Brahman ! The fruits that arise

from a study of the Vedas arise from a study of this Parvan

also . The great achievements of brave Kshatriyas have been
described here . He who readeth o

r

listeneth to the recitation

o
f

this Parvan every day is freed from heinous sins and the

most atrocious acts of his life . Brāhmanas may always ob

tain herefrom the fruits of sacrifices . From this Kshatriyas
may obtain victory in fierce battle . The other orders ( vi

z
. ,

Vaiçyas and Cudras ) may obtain desirable sons and grandsons

and a
ll objects of desire ! " "

nas

FINIS DRON A PARVA ,



OPINIONS OF THE PRESS .

a
in

Le
v
i ,

b
e

follows
grandest a

The progress o
f

the English translation o
f

the Mahabharata under

the enterprise and supervision o
f Mr . Protap Chundra Roy , has been

noticed b
y
u
s a
t

intervals in the last three years , and a few days ago we :

had to acknowledge the receipt o
f
a fresh instalment o
f

the work . We .

now quote with pleasure , an extract from the letter of a French p
ro . :

fessor o
f

note in Paris , affording additional testimony to the unique

value o
f

the great Hindoo epic , and to the advisability o
f clothing it in

a
n appropriate English dress . M . Sylvain Levi , Professor in the School

o
f Higher Studies in the French capital , writes a
s follows :

. " The Mahabharata is not only the largest , but also the grandest o
f

a
ll Epies , as it contains throughout a lively teaching of morals under a :

glorious garment o
f poetry . If ever national spirit may b
e

fostered in

India , it is only through a study o
f national antiquities , national litera . "

ture , and national ethics . "

It is to be regretted that the woak is so costly , but the fact that it is

o
f

national importance , and has made sufficient progress almost to

guarantee it
s completion , and further that the cost under any circum . "

stances would b
e

unavoidable lead u
s
to recommend strongly that a
n

effort should b
e

made to get it out of hand . The work has to b
e

done ,

and the cost will probably b
e

R
s . 100 ,000 , but as one balf the task has

been accomplished , Governmental and private support should b
e forth

coming fo
r

it
s completion . Statesman , April 25 , 1888

REVIEW .

THE MAHABHARATA , Translated into English Prose . B
y

PROTAP

CHANDRA Ral . Calcutta : Bhärata Press .

This vast national undertaking has now advanced onethird o
f

the way

towards completion . Unlikemost enterprises of great extent , the pro - ,

moters of which generally tire o
f

their task , and hurry it on to an .

ignominious end , this translation certainly improves a
s it proceeds , and

shows that more and more pains are being taken to render it accurate ,

and valuable . The point now reached is that portion o
f

the Bhishma - ,

parvan which rehearses the Bhagavad -Gita , o
r
"Song o
f

the Lord , " so

justly famous a
s

the exponent o
f

the most exalted view o
f

Hinduism .

This part of the book is sure to b
e very well read , fo
r

it not only sets

forth clearly the dogmas o
f

esoteric Hinduism , but , at the same time ,

presents that religion in it
s

most favorable aspect .
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The translator now carefully annotates as he proceeds , asing as h
is

guides the works o
f

Sankara , Sridhara , Telang , and the famous Com
ment of Nilakantha . Literal exactness has been essayed rather than
elegance ; and this is especially commendable , fo

r

the whole narrative

is presensed in it
s simple nakedness without any attempt at artificial

adornment , and , better still , without any attempt , b
y

dexterous mani
pulation o

f words , to give a higher or different meaning to that of the
ancient writers . The text , in fact , is presented word for word , as fa

r

a
s

the nature o
f the two languages admits .

It is true that exception may be taken to the translation in many

places . " It is impossible that this should not be the case . A task of this
nature bristles with difficulties , and scholars will ever b

e divided in

opinion o
n hosts o
f passages ; still there can be no doubt that the transla

tor gives us in his work a reasonably accurate version in English o
f

the

entire book , and , by doing so , places themass o
f traditions it contains

within easy reach of the entire civilised world . Sanskritists themselves
will be glad of the aid which this version affords , in readily searching fo

r

facts , and bringing together comparative passages , the precise terms of

which can be afterwards verified b
y

the Sanskrit text . The translation ,

therefore , even to the specially qualified , is an admirable labour -saving
work . Another detail , facilitating reference to the original , is now
being introduced , - viz . , small figures , indicating where the Sanskrit
stanzas commence ; thuis , any line of the translation can with rapidity

b
e compared with the original .

It must never be forgotten that Pratap Chandra Roy commenced
this great and costly labour a

t

his expense , with the noble intention of
distributing a

smany copies gratis a
s

his means could afford . He has
redeemed h

is promise , and is now faithfully supplying part b
y

part free

o
f

cost , to those who early established their claim to the privilege . Others
are supplied a

t

varying prices , according to their means ; but in every
case the price asked is insignificant , and far beneath the prime cost o

f

printing the book . There are ,however , indications that the more care

ful way in which the work is now being done , is exhausting the resources

o
f

the brave -hearted man who has undertaken the task . It is most ear
nestly to b

e hoped that the work may not have to stop for want of funds .

It is more than a national enterprise ; it is a work in which the whole

civilised world is interested ; and it would not only b
e
a disaster , but a

disgrace , if the translator did not receive the support necessary to enable
him to complete h

is gigantic enterprise .

--
-

FREDERIC PINCOTT



From the " JOURNAL DES SAVANTES " of Sept. 1886 .

THE MAHABHARATA .

The Mahābhārata of Krishna-Dwaipayana Vyāsa , tran
slated into English prose . Published by Protap Chandra
Roy, Calcutta , Bkārata Press , in 8vo., 1883 - 1887 ;— the first

Your volumes . .

The translation of the Mahābhārata is certainly one of

the most arduous undertakings wbich Philology can possibly

propose . It is not that the text is difficult to render into any
other language , but the poem has more than two hundred

thousand verses . This is colossal, and no one, who commences
this task can flatter himself by thinking that he will be
able to bring it to a termination . Among us, à trial was
attempted by M . Hippolyte Fauche , who , midway , was sur
prised by death . Hewas full of courage , but had come to the
end of his strength . In India there has been a new transla
tion , this time in English , which was commenced four years
ago , and has reached the 5th volume. It has every chance of
success . On our part we sincerely wish that it may succeed .
Babu Protap Chandra Roy, who was come forward to ac

camplish this work of time, unites in himself all the condi
tions which safe -guard him from failure . . He knows the
language of the original better no doubt than others can know

it, he writes English with perfect correctness , as is testified
to by themost competent judges , he is animated with an en
thusiasm wbich sustains him in his hard work , and he has
taken every precaution so that this grand project may be con

tinued after him , if by any chance he should fail to accom
plish it himself . The personal history of the Babu is very
touching , and deserves soine notice , as a knowledge of the
details will enable one to appreciate better the publication

which he is carrying on with such rare energy and at such
self - sacrifice,

* Mr. Protap Chandra Ray has been a librarian and com
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mission -agent (Mercantile ), and by his labors has honorably
earned a competency. Having lost his wife , of whom he was

very fond , and having setteled well his only daughter , he re
solved to devote his fortune , of which his family had no fur
ther need , to the publication and diffusion of the grand monu
ments of Brahmanical literature. With this view he brought

out at first a Sanskrit edition of the Mabābbārata , then a
translation into Bengali , which reached its fourth edition ,

He also edited the Rāmāyana , with Sanskrit text and a tran
slation into Bengali, and the Harivansa , with text and tran
slation . These were by no means the speculations of
librarian . The Babu , as generous as he is talented , distri
buted gratis the works which he printed , and his only object
was to place before his countrymen , and make them like

more and more grand epics of hi
s

nation . It is with this
same intention that h

e

has undertaken the English transla
tion o

f Mahābhārata . In borrowing the language o
f big

rulers , be hopes to advance more effectively his country ' s

glory , which is the passion o
f his life . One cannot but a
d .

mire the proselytising ardour . ' It shows that the Babu ada
mires without limit this poem b

y

Vyásá , in wbich , according

to our classical tasteswe cannot share , but which is felt b
y

the

most intelligent in India . It is true that the Mahabharata
does not hesitate to place itself , from the beginning o

f

the

poem fa
r

above the Vedas , and it gravely relates that when
the gods placed the four Sacred books on the one side and th

e

Mahābhārata o
n the other side o
f
a scale , it was the Mabā .

bhārata which out -weighed the hymns o
f

the Rishis . Uni
shaken faith like this is necessary to uphold courage and te

remove mountains . The faith o
f

Babu Pratap Chandra Roy

is a
s religious in it
s

character as it is patriotit , for b
e

looks

upon the Mabábbárata , as the most sacred sobool of morals
and o

f

virtue . This is not exactly what we think , but this is

the conviction o
f

the whole Indian peninsula .

The Babu has expressly established a Society fo
r

his pabli

cations under the title o
f Dātavya Bhārata Kóryalaya ,

that is , a society fo
r

the distribution o
f

the Mabāb bärata



gratis. The Press which the society has organised is called
the Bharata Press . Among the founders and benefactors of
this society the Baby could count from the very beginning the

þighest of Indian potabilities,-- the Maharaja of Kashmir
the Gaekwar of Baroda , the Maharaja of Travancore , the
Maharaja of Burdwan , the Nizam of Hydrabad , the Maharajas
of Darbhanga , of Faridkote , of Jeypore , of Dhār , of Rewā ,
the Maharaja Holkar , the Maharaja Sir Joteendro Mohun
Tagore Bahadoor , the Nawab Khajeh Abdul Ghani, Princesses
like the Mabranis Sarnomoyi and Sarat Sundari ; European
professors as Mr, Max Muller of Oxford , Profesger Garbe of
Koenigsberg , Dr. E . Windisch of Leipsie , Mr, Fausboll of
Copenhagen , Professor Herman Jacobi of Westphalia , Mr,
William Emmett Coleman of San Francisco , Mr. H . B, Witton
of Hamilton la Canada ; authors Indian and foreign Journal
ists . Among h

is patrons , the Babu can also count the right
Honorable the Marquis o

f Hartington , Sir Arthur Colvin , M .

P . , Mr . R . Rost , Librarian o
f

the India office , D
r
. W . W .

Hunter , the statistician , Mr , C . P . Ilbert , and a large number

o
f distinguished persons . A very wealthy Babu , Govinda Lal !

Roy , of Rungpore has taken upon himself to pay the cost of
printing one o

f

the largest cantos o
f the Mabābhārata , the

Vanaparva , wbiob bas 1
7 ,478 slolcas o
r 3
4 ,956 verses , that is ,

éost of printing two large octavo volumes . It was the object

o
f

Babu Govinda Lall Roy , b
y

this act o
f generosity , to celes

brate and sanotify the marriage o
f h
is daughter . He has done

a
t

the same time , great honor to bimself . .

- The Viceroys , cethe Marquiss of Ripon and Lord Dufferin ,

Sir Rivers Thompson and Sir Steuart Bayley , Şir Charles
Aitohison , the Lieutenant Governor of the Panjab , bave all
favored with their approval the publication which the natives

bave most gratefully welcomed . It offers to them , all things
considered , more healthy reading than the novels and romans
ees sept out from Furope , which are much in vogue among

the Hindus . We can understand why the Government has
encouraged this movement in the Metropolis a

swell as in the
provinces . It is aware that there are many temples in India
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where the Mahābharata is regularly read out to the public ,".
and that the people listen to it piously and with pleasure .
The Press in India, and latterly of the whole world have

given a warm reception to the new translation . In India ,
among other journals we name the Bengal Times , the English

man , the People 's Friend, the Hindu Patriot, the Pioneer , the
Civil and Military Gazette , the Hindu , le Petit Bengali ,
a newspaper published in French in Calcutta , the Ries and
Rayyet , the Gazette of Bombay , the Statesman , the Indian

Mirror , the Express , the Indu Prokash , the Amrita Bazar
Patrika , the East, the Indian Chronicle , & c . & c.

Next to Indian journals , the newspapers of the united
states of America (North ) have unanimously shown the great

est sympathy : -- the American -Book -seller, Critic and Good
literature , the Century , the Harvard Herald , the American
Antiquary ; al

l

the Journals o
f

New York , the Science of

Cambridge in Massachusetts ; the Journal o
f the Great Salt

Lake City of the Mormons ; the Public Library of Millvankee

in Wisconsin ; the religio -philosophical Society o
f Chicago in

Illinois , & c . , & c . Also journals published in England , France
and Italy have kindly recommended the translation to the
public and have not been niggard in their expressions o

f

praise .

. However disinterested the translator o
f the Mahabharata

has shown himself to b
e and though h
e

has received good

support from his associates and bis benefactors , he has not

been able to secure all the resources required for the under
taking o

n the plan in which h
e

has conceived it . It appears ,

that the entire cost o
f

the work has been estimated a
t

about

250 ,000 francs , upto the present time , . however , only one
third o

f

this amount has been secured . We hope , however ,

that the translator will succeed in getting the necessary funds ,

and it should b
e the prayer o
f every lover o
f literature and

they should make strenuous efforts that a
n undertaking o
f

this kind which offers súch good guarantees o
f

success , does
not sadly fail fo

r

want of support . .

Itwill profit the world to have a
t

last . a complete and
faithful translation o

f

the Hiudu epic , M , l 'abbe ' Gorresio ,



( 71
dissociate of the Institute of France has given us an admirable

translation of the Rāmāyana ; but we have al
l

along felt the
want of a translation o

f

the Mahabharata , and it will be a

great regret to a
ll
if the opportunity o
f getting it in it
s

inte .

grity , in a language which is accessible to every body , be al .

lowed to pass , when moreover the re -production is being

made with the required efficiency . When a century ago (1785 )

Mr . Wilkins published in calcutta a
n

extract from this grand

poem , and made it known through the episode of the Bhaga
vadgita , the world was dazzled with it

s magnificence . Vyāsa ,

the reputed author o
f

the Mabābbärata appeared greater than

even Homer , and it required a very little indeed to induce

people to place India above Greece . This excessive admira
tion is excusable , but when the first feeling o

f rapture had

passed away , and the nature of the entire work was known ,

public opinion and public judgment were modified and a

more fair opinion was formed o
f

the poem . In spite , bow .

ever , of the just reservations made in this direction , it has not
the less been admitted that this prodigious Hindu epic is one

o
f

the grandest monuments o
f

it
s

kind o
f

human intelligence

and ginius . If this poem is cherished b
y

and cbarms India

o
n account o
f

the numerous traditions which are cotained

in it , and if according to our tastes , which are somewhat
more austere than those o

f

the Brahmanas , we find in it great
defects , our curiosity , nevertheless , is not less keen , - and
this requires to be satisfied . Hindu intelligence bas furnished

8
0 many proofs o
f it
s

power and fertility b
y

its sacred poetry ,

it
s religious books , its systems of pbilosopby , by its laws and

by its drama , that it is neccessary fo
r

u
s to know in what

magner this epic was conceived . Of the two principal poems

to which it bas given birth we know one , and it remains for

u
s
to know the other . Up to the present time we have had

only fragments , selected witb care , thanks to Messrs Paire
and Foucaux amongst ourselves ; to Schlegel and Bopp in

Germany & c . Whatwe have got bas made u
s

wish for the

remainder , and if the learned world assists a little Mr . Protap
Chandra Roy and h

is colleagues who are a
s

disinterested and
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as learned as he is, we shall possess the entire work as it
stands . The Dátayya Bhārata Kāryālaya has been working

fo
r

the last eleven years and it is necessary that is should b
e

maintained till this noble undertaking is entirely accomplish :

e
d . Quly one -third of the work baş been finished . Quty of

1
8 cantos which the Mahabharata contains , 5 have already

appeared in English : the Adiparva , 8487 slokas , the Sabha .

2709 slokaș , the Vana 17478 slokas , the Virāta 2376 slokas ,

the Udyoga 7657 slokus , - total 38 ,699 slokas of 77398 verses ,

out o
f
a total of 212 ,000 . . .

From what w
e

know already o
f

the Mabābhārata w
e

se
e

clearly what it is . A faithful and elegant translation will have
the greatmerit o

f giving it to us ią įts entirety , but will not
change in any way the opinion which w

e

ought to form o
f
it .

This tremendous Epic which surpasses a
ll

other b
y

it
s

extent

and it
s irregularity , is th
e

delight o
f

the Hindu because h
e

finds bimself depicted in it , and h
e admires it with a
ll

it
s

defects . It does not , however , charm a
s
in a
n equal degree ,

who live with Homes and Virgil , with Lasso and Milton , with
qut taking into account other poemas almost a

s beautiful a
s ,

theirs . But every critic will admit that this Epic has preserved

a
ll

the traditions of a yast population who regard it as the ,
repository o

f

their glorious annals , ; Inspite of th
e

episodes

which are very diffuse and sometimes very unreasonable there

is in the Mabābþårata a historical basis o
f

which there cannot

b
e

the least doubt . A
t

a
n epoc not definitely determipedi

but nevertheless real , 'two great royal families the Kurus and
the Pandus had a dispute amongst themselves fo

r

the throne ,

not that o
f

the whole o
f

India , but of that portion o
f

the

peninsula which iņ the present day is comprised o
f

the proc .

viņces under the governments o
f the North West and th
e

Punjab , In qur times archæology has determined the site o
f

the battle - field where this great struggle took place , and how
yague soever a

re the indications given in the poem , it has been
found possible to ascertain the disposition o

f

the two armies

o
n the field o
f

þattle and the varied chances o
f the fight

which appears to have lasted fo
r

several days .
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The above is the real plotof the poem , round which have
been grouped a

ll

sorts of legends The Hindus have as much
regard fo

r

them a
s

for their religious faith , and these tradis
tions are added to al

l

their other superstitions . According to

M . Alexander Cunningham , the plain were the great battle
was fought extends between two rivers , - the Saraswati and
the Drishtavati , the one on the north 'and the other o

n the

south , not far from Thamessar , Ambala and Paniput . This
plain is called the Kouroukshetra -uthe field of the Kourous ,

and also Dharmakshetra — the field o
f

houor . The people of

the provinces have not forgotten those grand events , and even

in our days it is their custom to assemble there annually and

to hold a solemn festival . - It is a place invested with a religi .

ous and partiotic character , to which pilgrimages are made .

People come here to warship themonuments which have the
reputation o

f being sacred , but the origin and purpose o
f

which are not known to them . They worship them with a

piety a
s

keen a
s it is blind . It appears that in the seventli

century o
f our e
ra ( if one may judge from the writings o
f a
n

eye -witness , Hionen - thsang , the Chinese pilgrim ) this vast
plain , where so many beros perished , was still covered withi
heaps o

f

their bones . This popular piety continued anabated
under the rule o

f tbe Arabs and the Moguls and a
s

the

multitudes were not always tranquil : in their enthusiastic
demonstrations , the ruler of th

e

country had recourse to force ,

more than once , to suppress jemities and bloody affrays . . The
Kurukshetra is nearly in 3

0 degrees latitude north and 7
4

degrees longitude east . : 1 : ; iii ' ; .

Thus the Mábābbārata is not a work o
f pure imagination ,

and though a
s poem it is far below the Iliad , lit bears lat least

this resemblance to the latter , that it relates to the great

deeds o
f
a nation , the memory o
f

which sought to last forever ,

But the .Mabābbārata has this advadtage over the Iliad , the
people , who , in the present day celebrate b

y

solemn rites the

valour o
f

those beros are themselves their successors — residing

in the very same locality , wbile Asia Minor of our times has
not the slightest idea o

f

the Trojans o
f

Priam o
r

the Greeks



( 10 )

of Agamemnon . The nations who have succeeded each other
twenty times in the soil where the Trojan war took place ,
have lost a

ll vestiges o
f glorious past syith which they have

nothing in common , In India , on the contrary , tradition has
not been entirely effaced , and is still recogoizable eren under
the changes which have taken place . The Mahabharata is still

a favorite study , and will , we doubt not , contioue to be so for
yet a very long time in the country where the deeds o

f valour

which it relates were performed .

( Sd . ) BARTHELEMY SAINT HILAIRE ,

TEASLATION OF MAHABHARATA - It gives us much pleasure

to notice that His Highness the Maharajab o
f Alwar has

given a donatiou o
f

R
s . 500 wbich together with Rs 300 paid

b
y

His Highuess o
n
a former occasion will in some measure

help the able translator to bring o
n this very important work .

It is a known fact that the completion o
f Mr . Pratap Chaudra

Roy ' s Eaglis translation o
f

the Mahābbārata has been seri .
ously retraded fo

r

want o
f liberal assistance in the shape o
f

money . It is hardly creditable to the nobles and Princes o
f

land , that while they are villing with one another in pay ,

ing lakhs towards objects proposed b
y

the Europeans , and o
f

n
o benefit to the country a
t large they are so very backward

in redeeming the glorious history o
f

their ancestors from

obscurity , which is calculated to throw the lustre o
n the

present and past generations a
f

our country . We cannot , but
deeply deplore the shallow tendency o

f the age which would
obliterate the past and the furtune o

f

our country in the pur

suit of selfish aims for present aggrandizement . The Jubilee

and Rujputana Herald Wednesduy , April 25 , 1881 .



THE INDIAN CLASSICS IN ENGLISH .

· For the first time English readers are in the way of coms
plete access to themost important of Hindu poems. We have

to thank the enterprise of Pratap Chandra Roy of Calcutta

fo
r

this . But some readers may a
sk a
t

the outset , What bene

fi
t is there in the study o
f

the ancient Hindu epics ?

Itmight seem that there was very little . The history , .

the poetry , the ethics that these writings contain are those

o
f

the intellectual infancy o
f

the race . They appeal to other

standards than ours ; in that " large twilight " the actions of

men and o
f gods , their very thoughts and imaginations , take

o
n

a
n

a
ir o
f supernatural strangeness that is unequaled even

b
y

the wild genius of the Norse races , in whose sombre

thoughts and deeds modern dramatic art seeks to interest u
s .

But the Hindu epics are , after al
l , the more interesting ; they

have a nearer significance fo
r

u
s

than anything in the Norse

mythology . The “Mahabharata , " one of the longest of these
poems , has wider romantic element in it than King Frithiof ' s

"Saga ” ; its action is cast upon a grander scale , and it
s

heroes

belittle a
ll

others in mythology . There is crudeness in their ex
aggeration . But the Hindu poems , early though they are ,

contain ethical and buman elements that are unknown to the

Norseman . It is in this that their enduring , their growing ,

interest remains fo
r

themind o
f Europe and o
f

America .

• Wilkins was the first English scholar to break ground in

this rich field , bis " Bhagavad Gita " having preceded Sir Wil
liam Jones ' s earliest translation b

y

several years . Wilkins

[ 2 ]
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indeed went to India in 1770 , while Sir Wiliam Jones did

not follow him until 1783 . Wilkin 's translation , published in
1785, lies before us ; and since that date a number of versions

of the " Bhagavad Gita " bare followed and in more languages

than oue. Parraud , Proben , Herder, Schlegel , and Mayer are

among it
s

translators ; * * and Chandra Roy ,

is now engaged in turning the entire “Mahabharata ” into Eng .

lish prose . In this great enterprise he has engaged with n
o

thought o
f making money , but actually at the cost of a part

o
f

his fortune .

“ Animated from my earliest days , " he tells u
s , "with the

desire o
f rendering the great religious works of India easily

accessible tomy countrymen , I cursed the fate that condemned
nie to inactivity and silence . But I never lost heart . The
occupation which offered me the most chance was that o

f

book

seller and general agent , and to it I betook myself . After some
years o

f unremitting toil I achieved a success in my business

which I considered fair enough . I might have retired , but

I commenced the publication in Bengali prose o
f

the “Maha

bharata , " the great Sanskrit epic o
f Vyasa , a perfect store

house o
f religiousand moral instruction , imparted not b
y

dry

precepts only , but enforced b
y

the history o
f living men ,

princes and warriors , sages and hermits . My edition consisted

o
f
3 ,000 copies , and it took me a little more than seven years

: to complete it , ” Of these , 1 ,000 copies were distributed free

among his countrymen , and Mr . Roy then resolved to estab

lish a permanent institution for the gratuitous distribution

o
f the great Sanskrit works o
f ancient India . The result was

the Bharata press o
f

Calcutta , supported b
y

contributions

from the native Princes and from foreign well -wishers o
f

the
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undertaking. It has distributed some 20,000 volumes of the
Hindu classics in the Bengali translation .

But Mr. Roy 's amiable enthusiasm d
id not stop with this ,

He determined to make a literal translation o
f

the entire

"Mahabharata ” into English prose , and to supply the work a
te

a moderate subscription price to those who could afford it , and
gratis to those who could not . More than a third of the tran
slation has been done , and has been published in a

n edition o
f

2 ,500 copies . But recent letters from Mr . Roy show that new
subscriptions to his great work are needed for it

s completion . .

It has now gone as far a
s

the famous " Bhagavad Gita , "

upon which so many translators have tried their hands . Among

the latest o
f

these is Mr . Chatterji , an educated Hindu , who . .

professes to represent the highest Brabmin culture .

The translation is very carefully adapted to the New -Engs

land market , and it lacks flavor of sincerity throughout . On

the other hand , Mr Chandra Roy ' s prose version into English
prose is a work that deserves the hearty support o

f

a
ll Eng .

lish readers who are interested in the poetry and philosophy

o
f

the East , and to such we shall be doing a favor in saying

that subscriptions for the work may be sent either to William

E . Coleman , San Francisco , or to Prof , Max Muller , 7 Norham

Gardens , Oxford , England . New York Times 4th March , 1888 ,

TITUS MUNSON COAN .
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LITERARY BROTHERHOOD .

A misunderstood and misapplied line of Shakespeare tells us that
" one touch of nature makes the whole world kin ." The truth of this,

as generally taken , has a fresh illustration in a portrait and a letter
which reached Hamilton a few days ago. The portrait is that of Mr.
Protap Chandra Roy , of Calcutta , and the letter was written by him .

Mr. Roy is the head and front of the Dātavya Bharata Kāryālaya , an
Indian society for the circulation of ancient Indian literature ; and at
present he is engaged in translating into English prose, and publishing ,
theMahâbharata , the great epic poem of India . This poem is really a

series of religious , moral, metaphysical , philosophic and political dis
quisitions strung upon a thread of narrative . This not only gives to

the modern world a living picture of Indian life , morals , manners ,
politics , religion and philosophy as they existed more than two thousand

years ago , but they transmit to us some of themost sublime poetry and
some of the deepest and noblest thoughts that have ever been given to ,
the world . It is matter for wonder , and much more for regret , that the
Mahabharata has never been fully translated into English . Indeed ,

only fragments of this longest, and in some respects greatest , of al
l

epic

poems have ever appeared in any European tongue .

The importance o
f placing this great work , together with it
s

sister
epic , the Rámāyana , cannot be overstated . Unfortunately the Datavya
Bharata Karyalaya is not a wealthy society . Its Sanscrit and English

publications are either distributed gratuitously o
r

sold for merely nomi .

nal prices , and the considerable sums needed for the compilation o
f the

work are supplied mainly b
y

benevolent persons who take an interest in

popularizing among Hindoos their own epics and in translating those

immortal works for the use o
f Englishmen . Under these circumstances ,

it was thought that the Indian government might properly give mate .

rial ai
d ; but the question arose how such a thing could b
e

done . And
events clustering about that project illustrate not only the fact that the

world is small but the more important fact of the brotherhood o
f

man .

For a private gentleman living in Canada has bad something to d
o with

promoting the patriotic scheme of an Indian pandit living o
n the banks

o
f the Hoogly . Mr . H . B . Witton , of this city , was a member o
f

parliament at a time when Lord Dufferin was Governor -General o
f

Canada ; and h
is lordship was pleased to take a
n interest in Mr .

Witton ' s studies , which embrace the Sanscrit language and literature ,
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When th
e

gentleman named learned of the pecuniary difficulties o
f

th
e

Indian society , he naturally took steps to procure for it the good offices

o
f

Lord Dufferin , now Governor General o
f

India . Although it is im .

possible to say with absolute certainty that the application will be

crowned with success , Mr . Roy writes that Lord Dufferin has received
h
ím very graciously , and that he has little doubt of a favorable termic

nation o
f

the matter . A hundred years ago Cowper wrote :

Is India free ? And does she wear

Her plumed and jeweled turban with a smile of peace ?

O
r

d
owe grind her still ?

T
o -day India wears her plumed and jeweled turban with more o
f

peace and security that ever before in her long and stormy history .

The circumstance , too , is a happy illustration o
f the reality and p
e
r
.

vading influence , of the British empire . Differing in race , religion ,

language and even in color , two gentlemen living o
n opposite sides o
f

the earth approach each other a
s

fellow -students o
f

a
n

ancient literature .

The one studies it as the literare o
f

h
is

fore - fathers , the other a
s
a

literature possessing great interest to a
ll

students . And both seek to

extend a knowledge o
f Sanscrit writings through the powerful a
id

o
f
a

British statesman . Perhaps some will reflect that the republic of

letters knows no country , language or race , and that the incident noted

is but an exchange o
f friendly offices and kindly recognition among

fellow -citizens o
f

that widespread community . The Hamilton Daily

Spectator , May 3
1 , 1888 .

Printed and Published b
y

Protap Chandra Roy ,

a
t No . 1 , Rāja Gooroo Dāss ' Street , Calcutta ,

- - - - - - -
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NOTICE .

A second edition of fasciculi 1 - 23 of the English Transla

tion of the "Mahābhārata ," which had been exhausted , is now in

the press and subscriptions are, therefore, again being received

fo
r

the work . The rates remain a
s before , viz . ,

Rs . 50 , or , 25 , (according to circumstances ) for the entire

work including a
ll charges .

Rs12 for those who want to have their names entered in the

Free list . This amount includes only packing and postage

charges . The Kāryālaya is always willing to suit itself to the

convenience o
f

it
s

subscribers , and the two higher rates may b
e

paid b
y respectable instalments , if they cannot b
e paid in a

lump sum .

A third Edition o
f

the text o
f the Mahābhārata , in Nagri

characters , has also been commenced , and will b
e completed

simultaneously with the last number o
f

the first Edition .

Postage and packing charges remain a
s before , Rs 6 / 6 .

Early application necessary in order to save disappointment .

PRATAPA CHANDRA ROY ,

Secretary Dātavya Bhārata Kāryālaya .

Printed and Published b
y

Pratap Chandra Roy ,

a
t

No . 1 , Rājā Gooroo Dāss ' Street , Calcutta
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NOTICE.

Intending subscribers to the English Mahabharata will please apply
for copies without delay . The extra number of copies taken in hand is
1500 only , which is likely to be exhausted soon .

1 Raja Goroo Dass ' Street ,
Datavya Bharata Karyalaya .

Calcutta ,

PRATAP CHANDRA ROY ,





NOTICE .

The Datavya Bhårata Karyalaya has sustained an irreparable loss.
It's manager, Babu Durga Charan Banerjee , breathed his last on the 30th
of July . In h

im

this Institution has lost one whose place it will not b
e

easy to fi
ll . Babu Durga Charan was a
n eminent Sanskrit scholar , hi
s

forte having been ancient Sanskrit literature . He was regarded a
n

a
u .

thority o
n the Mahabharata , the Ramayana , and the Puranas . He was

not only well versed in Sanskrit , but hi
s

attainments in English also were

respectable . He could thus bring a judgment aided b
y

western methods

o
f thinking to bear upon a
ll

abstruse and contested passages o
f our

scriptures , and his success has been signal . In h
im the Kāryalaya ,

therefore , has lost a pillar o
f strength .

Further , he used to super vise the work o
f the office . In this capacity ,

he used to discharge his duties with a single -heartedness that could b
e

expected only o
f

him o
r

his like . I had frequently to leave Calcutta o
n

business , for the purpose o
f collecting funds . The office , on those occa .

sions remained in the sole charge o
f

Babu Durga Charan , and it is my
peculiar pleasure to record that not in a single instance had I any cause

to complain o
f theway in which the Babu discharged h
is

duties .

Owing to the scantiness o
f

funds , the remuneration the Babu used

to draw was hardly sufficient to meet a
ll

the demands of his large family .

Yet , such was h
is

contented disposition that h
e

never asked fo
r
a higher

remuneration .

The death o
f

the deceased , sufficiently regrettable o
n other grounds ,

is specially so under the present circumstances o
f

the Káryālaya . The
institution is a

t present engaged o
n

si
x

several publications , viz . , a Ben .
gali translation o

f

the Mahabharata , about to be completed ; two editions

o
f

the English Mahabharata issuing regularly , one consting of the first
twentyfour parts , and the other of the remaining portion ; and three
editions o

f

the Sanskrit Mahabharata in three equal portions . That at

such a juncture the Karyalaya should suddenly b
e deprived o
f

the ripe
scholarship and the able managment o

f

Babu Durga Charan , cannot but
be considered a

s
a heavy calamity to it . All well -wishers of the Institu .

tion will certainly sympathise with u
s

in the loss we have sustained .

The deceased has left a widow , a widowed daughter , and two sons yet at

school utterly unprovided for .

A short notice o
f

the life and character o
f

the deceased will be pub .

lished a
s

soon a
s possible , with a
n

account o
f

his principal works .

Printed and Published b
y Pratap Chandra Roy ,

a
t No . 1 , Rājā Gooroo Däss ' Street , Calcutta ,
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U . S. America , July 21st, 1888 ,

BABU PRATAPA CHANDRA ROY ,

Respected S
ir ,

* * * In a
llmy experience in lif
e I have n
o
t

found a work that has interested me a
s much a
s that noble

production o
f

the wise , and , I do not hesitate to say , inspired

men o
f

ancient India . In fact , I have studied it more than

any other work fo
r
a long time past and have made a
t

least 1000

notes which I have arranged in alphabetical order fo
r

the pur

pose o
f study . *

The Mahabharata has opened to me , as it were , a new world
and I have been surprised beyond measure at the wisdom , truth ,

knowledge and love o
f

the right which I have found displayed

o
n it
s pages . Not only so but I found many o
f

the truths

which my own heart has taught me in regard to the Supreme

Being and His creations set forth in beautiful clear language ,

so that a
s the christian Scriptures say , " He who runs may

read . " *

I am , with great respect ,

Your Obedient Servant ,

F . A , HASSLER M , D , PH , D .

Printed and Published b
y Pratap Chandra Roy ,

a
t

No . 1 , Rājā Gooroo Dāss ' Street , Calcutta ,
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VIJAYA .

Another year has rolled away , and has brought us all a year nearer
to eternity . The Indian Christmas has come and gone , gladdening a

ll

hearts , comforting all homes , 'reconciling all misunderstandings and di
ffusing peace and good will al

l

over the country . For three days only the
goddess Durga remained in ourmidst , and has left again for her home
among the eternal snows on mount Kailása . The occasion is held in such
great sanctity , and is so dear to us al

l
, that it were almost sacrilege , to let

it pass without taking advantage of it in the manner our time -honored
custom enjoins . To al

l

our friends and patrons we wish a happy Vijaya ,

and many , many returns of the same . May my fellow countrymen always
take pride in being loyal subjects of their sovereign ! May the rule o

f

our beloved Queen -Empress , which bids fair to be the most prosperous in

the pages o
f history , shine with resplendant effulgence in the archives

o
f

the world | May the goddess Cakti , the symbolical manifestation o
f

Divine power and energy , always shield her from danger ! May the
goddess vanquish her enemies ! "May children o

f

our children say - her

court was pure , her life serene ! "

May the illustrious statesman who shortly lays down the reins o
f his

august office , enjoy peace and happiness in the land of hi
s

birth ! May

the Marchioness o
f

Dufferin , who with the sympathies of a woman , and
the feelings of a woman felt so keenly for her follow -women o

f

this
country , always enjoy peace and happiness ! May Durga prosper her
noble institution for the alleviation o

f

the sufferings o
f

the women o
f

this country ! May Parvati grant health and happiness to the u
n .

daunted soldier who struck terror and dismay into the hearts o
f our

enemies , and who plavted the British flag in every creek and corner o
f

Afghanistan ! May the counterpart o
f
a noble heart that succumbed

to the knife o
f

a
n

assassin in a distant land , who has just commenced

a vigorous and popular administratom , earn even greater fame and re .

nown , than h
is much deplored brother | May the large hearted scotch .

man , the bearer of an illustrious name , who now rules over the des ,

tinies o
f

our countrymen in the west , be happy in the happiness o
f

his
subjects ! May the Almighty shower His choicest blessings o

n the
righteous and just Governor who now rules Bengal ! May his a

d .

ministration o
f

the country h
e unique in the pages o
f history a
s one o
f

continued prosperity , and happiness ! May the veteran financier who
rules the Gangetic plateau b

e

a
s popular with h
is subjects a
s his

illustrious father ! May Sir James Lyall , earn that reputation and that



lore and esteem of his subjects, as h
is illustrious predecessor did ! And

last , though not least , what shall w
e

say o
f

S
ir Charles Aitchison !

" Take him for all in all , the like of him you shall not find . " May God
grant him peace ! And may he be happy in the company o

f

his kind

hearted consort , and of hi
s

children ! May England send out rulers of

his stamp to bind the people with hooks o
f

affection ! And may our
governors imitate the example h

e has so nobly put before them ! May

happiness and jo
y

always mark the career o
f

the members o
f

the

Supreme Council , of Secretaries to the various gorernments , of Political
Agents , and of al

l

other Government officers who have befriended th
e

Karyalaya !

May our Princes , Chiefs , Zemindars , and the aristocracy o
f

the

country , always tread the path of virtue and v
ie

with one another in

ameliorating the condition o
f the people o
f

the country ! And may they
always b

e

staunch friends o
f

the paramount power . May our frienda
and patrons across the ocean b

e happy ! T
o

the Marquis of Ripon , the
Earls of Lytton and Northbrook , the Duke o

f

Manchester , D
r
. Rost ,

Professor Max Müller , Sir Monier Williams , Professors Fausboll , Las
man , and Bloomfield , Miss Mary Scott , Mrs . Mercer , Mr . Pincott , and

to a
ll

friends and patrons I wish a happy Vijaya and many returns of

the same . May joy and happiness always be theirs ! May the departed

soul o
f

the beloved wife o
f my much esteemed friend Mr . Frederick

Pincott , enjoy perfect peace and happiness ! T
o the Editors o
f

Indian

a
s

well as o
f foreign papers I offer the best wishes o
f

the season ! To

the noble scotchman who has made India h
is

home , and who has devoted
his life and soul fo

r

the benefit o
f his Indian fellow subjects , my

gratitude is simply immense . May many years o
f active and useful

life b
e still spared unto him ! And may his noble efforts b
e

crowned

with glorious success ! We now take leave of our patrons and friends ,

wishing every one a happy Vijaya , and many returns of the same ,

and a
ll joy and happiness . If God spares our lives , we shall meet again

PRATAP CHANDRA ROY .

Printed and Published b
y

Pratap Chandra Roy ,

a
t

N
o . 1 , Rājā Gooroo Däss ' Street , Calcutta .
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THE TRANSLATION OF THE MAHABHARATA continues to ap

pear with great regularity , and seeing how much has been
done, it would be a great pity if for want of funds the work

had to be abandoned . The translation has been very highly
spoken of, we believe, by scholars and savants, and M . BAR
THELEMY ST. HILAIRE has reviewed the work very favourably
in the " Journal des Savants ." The government have them
selves given to the Babu considerable pecuniary help in his
undertaking , and have just sanctioned a grant of Rs. 175 per
part fo

r

the Numbers that are yet to b
e published . The

Native Princes have also given some support ; but their help

has been scarcely commensurate with the magnitude o
f the

work and it
s special Indian interest . More than half of the

translation has now been done ; but BABU PROTAPA CHANDRU
Roy informs us that about R

s . 30 ,000 is still needed , and this
amount ought easily to be made u

p
. The Patiala State has

already helped the Babu with R
s . 1 ,000 .

The " Civil & Military Gazette , " Monday , November 1
9 , 1888 .

NOTICE .

The Karyalaya very often gets complaints o
f

non -receipt of numbers of
the English Translation o

f

the Mahabharata . Snch complaints go against
the Society aswell as against the Post offices , but neither the Subscriber

has , resupplied copies of the translation o
n demand almost free o
f any

charge but in so doing it is now found that good many sets o
f

the work

have been rendered incomplete and quite useless . Such greatloss cannot
possibly b

e over looked . In future , missent , mislaid , or lost copies will
only be resupplied free of cost on coudition that notice of non -receipt of a

number o
f

the book is given inmediately on receipt of thenext number .

In all other cases a charge o
f Rnpee one will be made fo
r

such resupplied

number . I hope subscribers will be careful in preserving the suecessive
fasciculi o

f

the work as they are received .

PRATAP CHANDRA ROY ,

Secy . , Dātavya Bharata K
a Falya ,



BIR CHARLES AITCHISON , K. C. S. 1.

The most popular Governor that has perhaps as yet adorned any of
the gubernatorial chairs in India , has just left the country . Every one
who has come into contact with Sir Charles , knows what metal he was

made of. He was popular with the European as also with the native
eommunity . What I have to say about him is al

l

said in the letter that

follows this notice and which was presented to him a
t

Lahore . His reply

is also given . Sir Charles Aitchison and family left Lahore o
n the even

ing o
f

the 15th Noveniber . Although there was a Congress meeting at

the same hour which must have prevented many from being present a
t

the Railway platform , still there was a large gathering o
f

ladies and

gentlemen . H . H . the Maharaja o
f

Faridkote , with the first prince and

staff , was also there . Sir Charles and Lady Aitchison spoke kindly to all
present . It was with much self - command and with many a throbbing

o
f the heart , that the parting word was exchanged . The Hindu , the

Sikh , theMoslem , and the Christian all felt alike for the noble -minded

person , who was , in al
l

human probability , leaving the country for
good . The poor Chuprassis even , who stood with their faces bathed in

tears , were not forgotten by their noble master , when h
e

said farewell

to a
ll . When the train began to move , “ three cheers " were proposed ,

and given very heartily ,

We cannot close this poorly written account o
f

S
ir

Charles without
mentioning the noble efforts o

f Lady Aitchison to found a Zenana

Hospital a
t

Lahore , with the help of Lady Dufferin ' s fund . We were
present a

t

the opening of the hospital b
y

the Marchioness o
f Dufferin

and Ava . It already promises to be a very useful and popular institu
tion , and will hand down the memory of Lady Aitchison , after whom it

has been called , to generations yet unborn .

Webeg to close these lines here with a fervent prayer to the Giver

o
f a
ll

good for the peace and happiness o
f

S
ir

Charles and Lady Ait
chison and family ,

PRATAP CHANDRA ROY .



The Honourable

SIR CHARLES UMPHERSTON AITCHISON ,

K. C. S. L., . I. E ., LLD. D. C. L .
HONOURED SIR ,

As Founder -Secretary of the Datavya Bharata Karyalaya .

I beg leave to address you on behalf of the Institution , on the eve of
your departure from India . The presentation of addresses has always
been the practice of Political Associations , but for reasons that will be
apparent from the following lines, and actuated by feelings of deep per
sonal gratitude to you , I have been led to averve , for a moment, from
the sphere of letters into the domain of the feeling . If, in doing so, I am
guilty of an indiscretion , most sincerely do I crave pardon at your hands
It is not my purpose to enumerate the various administrative and

other reforms carried out by you . They must be sufreiently well known
to the people, and are sufliciently appreciated by them , to need any eulogy
from me. Sufice it to say , that al

l

through the period of your service
whether working a

s
a District Officer , or when in charge of the onerous

duties o
f

the Foreign Office , or as Lieutenant -Governor of the Panjab ,

o
r , finally , as Member of the Supreme Council , you have always earned

the approbation o
f your Sovereign , and the esteem and good -will of her

subjects in India . It is not those only who have come in direct contact
with you , but the whole of the Indian people have always appreciated

and admired your abilities , and have loved and revered you a
s
a jast

Governor . The Punjab specially is under a debt of immense and end
less gratitude to y

o
u
. In times of imminent trouble , when the people

have looked u
p

to you for protection , you were always ready to help and
succour them . The Punjab University was but an infant , a few months
old , when the reins of government were placed in your hands , and under
your fostering care and wise nursing she has now become the Alma Mater

o
f

the people o
f

the land o
f

the Five Rivers . The Aitchison College owes

it
s

existence to you . The conclusion of your tenure of office in the Pun
jab was marked by your appointment a

s President o
f the Public Service

Commission , and it was your presence a
t
it
s

head that made the Indian
people look forward to itwith confidence , and with a hope for manifold
benefits . You have nobly vindicated the trust , and have satisfied the
aspirations o

f the people .

But administrative abilities , and even impartial justice , both of which
you possess to such a

n eminent degree , are not the only merits o
f
a

Governor , especially in a country like India . They should b
e

seasoned and

tempered with a genuine sympathy fo
r

the people , and a desire to treat

them with kindness and forbearance , to recognize their merits , and to

be indulgent to their failings , and a
n anxiety to educate them , and lead

them o
n in the path o
f progress and reform Your noble mind found



out this grand secret of success , and you have now earned a fame, as a
paternal Governor , such as seldom falls to the lot of an English official.
Your constant efforts to understand the people and their aspirations ,
your treatment of them as fellow -men , your magnanimous disposition ,

and your genial temper - these , above all, have made you the idol of the
people . Thus it is that , though an alien Governor, you are beloved by

a
ll . Your departure from the country is a blow to a
ll your friends and

admirers , and will be felt not only b
y

the masses o
f the Punjab , but

b
y

all India .

T
o u
s your kindness has been constant and great . If the translation

o
f

the "Mahabharata ” is ever completed , it will be much o
n account o
f

your hearty assistance and co -operation . Personally , my gratitude to

you is immense . It is no empty word of adulation , but the sincerest
expression o

f
a feeling and grateful heart , when I say , that I shall

always treasure u
p your revered and noble name in the book o
f my

memory , and I only echo the sentiments o
f my countrymen when I

say that they will do the same .

Your subjects in the Punjab , and your admirers all over India , are
sincerely sorry to lose you , but their regret would b

e

less if they could

b
e

assured that , even when far away , you will have the time and the
opportunity , - as you will undoubtedly have the will , - now and then , to

cast a look o
f sympathy to the two hundred and fifty millions o
f

India

From the inmost recesses o
f

their hearts will they send u
p

prayers for

the peace , prosperity , and well -being of you and yours . They will never
forget you , and they hope you will not forget them . Your name will
remain a household word among them , and will be handed down from
father to son , and from generation to generation , with feelings of love ,
esteem , and reverence .

May you have a safe and happy voyage to your distant home ! May
many years of active and useful life yet be spared to you ! .May your

ame , which is already known and honoured in so many varied spheres ,

travel farther and wider still , and redound to your credit o
n all sides ,

and to the glory of the nation whom you so well represent ! May your

name shine with redoubled effulgence in the Gallery o
f distinguished

Indian Statesmen , - ainong those o
f

Bentinck and Canning , Mayo and
Ripon ! May the Almighty shower His choicest blessings o

n you and

yours ! May your countrymen learn the lesson you have taught , and
imitate the example you have so nobly placed before them ! May Eng .

land send ontGovernors o
f your stamp to unite the people in the bonds

o
f

affection and kindness , and thus strengthen the foundation o
f

her
Empire in India !

1 , RAJA Guru Dass ' STREET ; I have the honour to be ,

CiLCUTTA , Honoured Sir ,

The 10th November , 1888 . Yourmost obedient Servant ,

PRATAP CHANDRA ROY ,



LAHORE ,

1th November 1888 ,

TO

PRATAP CHANDRA RAI

DEAR SIR ,

I thank you sincerely for the very kind but all too flattering !
letter of 10th November , which you have done methe honor to present
to me at Lahore , on behalf of the Datavya Bharata Karyalaya . No
thing can bemore gratifying to a public officer at th

e

close o
f

h
is

career

than to know that , notwithstanding all his shortcomings , and in spite

o
f

mistakes , he carries away with him the respect o
r

the the affection o
f

those with whom h
e

has been brought into contact in official life , and
specially o

f

those , whom h
e may have been called upon to govern and

whose destinies h
e must , therefore , of necessity , have influenced for

good o
r

fo
r

evil . I quit Iudia with many deep regrets . I leave behind
me friends o

f

more than a quarter o
f century , for many o
f

whom I

have not only a sincere regard , but the deepest affection . It is impossible
that I should ever forget this country o

r

it
s peoples , and whererer my

lot in life may b
e cast in the future , I shall never cease to take the

warmest interest in a
ll

that concerns India and to labor with such pow .

ers a
s

God may b
e pleased to leave tome fo
r

it
s highest welfare .

It is very little that I have been able to do fo
r

your society . But
what I have done has been a work of love . The great Epic which you
are translating into English is full of lessons and instruction for u

s . I

hope the translation will soon b
e completed , and I am sure , that it will

not only stimulate the efforts o
f

scholars in the further development o
f

oriental studies , but will do much to help those engaged in the practical

work o
f

administrations to form intelligent views o
f

the social and reli
gious life o

f

the people ,

With best wishes fo
r

the prosperity o
f your society , and the success

o
f
it
s

labours ,

I am , Dear S
ir ,

Yours very truly

( S
d . ) C . U . AITCHISON ,



ANCIENT INDIA AND MODERN ENGLAND .

More than a hundred years ago, Warren Hastings , the first governor
general of India , warned his countrymen that it was their bounden duty
to learn something concerning the ancient literature of India . The
reason fo

r

his admonition was that such knowledge is essential to their
interests a

s rulers , and to the welfare o
f

the millions o
f

Hindus it has

fallen to their lot to govern . A
t

the time his words were spoken , they

fell on the ears o
f
a small , and for the most part listless , auditory .

Nevertheless they were words o
f

wisdom , and like seed scattered b
y

the

wayside , some fell into good ground and brought forth fruit an hundred
fold .

The work Hastings urged to b
e

done was for years dependent o
n the

personal exertions o
f
a mere handful o
f

men . But Wilkins , Colebrooke .

and S
ir William Jones , and the little band who worked with them ,

were a host in themselves , and their persevering zeal a
t length won the

ear o
f

the British public . In later years the government o
f

India has

recognized it
s obligation to d
o it
s

whole duty in regard to ancient India .

Governmental surveys have colleted and published the numerous inscrip

tions scattered through the country , some o
f

which are of rare historical

value and g
o

back to the time when Buddhism was the dominant power

in India . Rock -cut temples , stupas and monuments o
f hoary antiquity

have been exquisitely photographed before the touch o
f

time has utterly

despoiled them o
f

their former glory . Ancient manuscripts have been
carefully sought after , the country being mapped out fo

r

that purpose

into districts , each of which is in charge o
f

some gentleman , native o
r

English , having recognized fitness for the work intrusted to h
im .

These investigations have already produced marvelous results . The
ancient Indian tongue is now known to b

e

the vehicle o
f
a literature that

can b
e

traced from our own times continuously back for a period o
f

a
t

least three thousand years . The suspicion , which obtained credenee
within the memory o

f livingmen , that that language was the invention

o
f
a cunning priesthood , aidded b
y

Satan , and intended to deceive , has
given place to a careful study o

f
it
s merits , that has changed the entire

bent o
f linguistic inquiry . It now takes undisputed rank a
s the elder

sister o
f

the Aryan family o
f languages , and is honored fo
r faithfully

preserving lineaments of the primitive Indo -Germanic speech that other
members o

f

the Aryan stock have lost .

During the last few years students throughout the civilized world have

vied with each other indesciphering the more important o
f

the te
n

thou
sand ancient Indian manuscripts known to exist , and samples of the cream

o
f this marvelous literature are not difficult to obtain . Aided b
y

the

him .



British government , Max Muller has published the Rigveda, t
revered of the sacred Hindu scriptures , and an English transla
these hymns is also now accessible. Other scholars have also g

th
e

public fruits gathered in other fields of this o
ld literature , so

can easily trace the religious and intellectual life of the Hindus

a longer period of development than we can follow any other mer

th
e

Indo -Germanic family .

It is gratifying to know that the Hindus themselves contribute
to accomplish these results . Their scholars not only edit ancient

but often discuss , in English , subjects pertaining to their ancient
ture with a force , breadth and precision western scholars might
and wealthy Hindus often give princely sumus to have important li

works gratuitously printed . The SPECTATOR has before referred ti

praiseworthy work , in this field o
f labor , done b
y Mr . Protap Cha

Roy , a Hindu gentleman o
f

Calcutta . He has circulated , free o
f

cos
recipients , several editions of the two great Hindu epics , and is

engaged o
n
a translation o
f

the Mahabharata into English prose .

magnitude o
f h
is undertaking is seen from the levgth of the poem ,wl

contains two hundred and twenty thousand sixteen syllable - lines .

make sure his work would g
o

o
n if he died , Mr . Roy organized his

sociates into a society . He distributes a number of the copies printe
free o

f all cost , and for the rest accepts a contribution to the socie
merely sufficient to cover the cost o

f postage . The issue o
n such tern

o
f

so imineuse a work involves an outlay beyond themeans o
f the mor

philanthropic publisher , and Mr . Roy has accepted proffered aid from
many sources . In five years h

e

has about half finished his labor o
f

love
Wehave just learned from India that Lord Dufferin , fo

r

the Indian
government , has sanctioned a grant of 17

5

rupees fo
r

each fasciculus A
fr .

Roy las yet to publish to complete his translation . His lordship ' s timely

a
id to this commendable enterprise is worthy alike of his sagacity a
s
a

stateman and his generosity a
s
a nobleman . Such work a
s Mr Roy is

doing has high value , judged from a literary standpoint ; but it has the
higher merit of weaving subtile bands of intellectual union between th

e

Hindus and the British , which bind firmer than books of steel and is a

patriotic service to the empire o
f

inestimable value .

" Spectator " Ilamilton Canada September 5
th

1888 .

Printed and Published b
y

Pratap Chandra Roy .

a
t No . 1 Rājā Gooroo Dass ' Street , Calcutta .
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Copy of a Letter from Professor E . B. COWELL.
Cambridge

22nd November 1888 .
MY DEAR FRIEND

Your letter of th
e

30th October was a real pleasure to me to receive .

It earried me at once back to Calcutta ,

" Annihilating a
ll

that ' smade by

T
o
a green thought in a green shade . "

I shall always keep your letter as a most vivid reminder of Calcutta

and o
ld days a
swell as thememorial o
f
a distant friend .

I greatly value your translation of the Mahabharata , and it will b
e

o
f

great value in many departments o
f

research . Only th
e

other day a

friend o
f mine wrote to show me how a
n

o
ld Welsh folklore story is found

in a recent part of your translation ,

With my most sincere thanks fo
r

the copy o
f the translation which

you g
o kindly send to me and my best wishes fo
r

your happiness and

health .

Believe me ,

Yours most Sincerely

( S . d ) . E . B . CoWELL .

Extraet from a letter dated 24th Nov - 1888 from Professor Blumhardt

o
f

Oxford .

" I am extremely pleased with your English Translation of the Maha

"bharata ; it is excellent . You have indeed undertaken a Herculean

" task , and one that has already brought you lasting renown . I am

" indeed sorry to learn o
f the death o
f your Manager Babu Doorga

" Charan Banerjee a
n
d

trust y
o
u

may have strength and a
id

to accom

siplish this grand undertaking . "



Copy of a letter from Major -general C. B . LUCIE SMITE
dated

Worthing, England , 28th Nov 1888 ,

DEAR SIR ,

I beg to thank you fo
r

your kind letter , and to reciprocate most

heartily your good wishes .

The successive numbers of the English translation o
f

the Mahabharata

reach me regularly , and I watch with great interest the progress of the

noble work you a
re giving to the world .

Hoping that every prosperity may attend you and yours during the

New year ,

I am , Dear Sir ,

Faithfully yours

( S . d ) C . B . LUCIE SMITH

Copy of a letter from S
ir

Charles Tupper , High Commissioner fo
r

Canada , dated 9 Victoria Gardens London 25th October 1889 .
DEAR SIR ,

I duly received your letter of the 28th instant , an
d

have not only

received from Mr Witten th
e

copies o
f

the hitherto published parts o
f

your English translation o
f

the Mahabharata but also the further parts

which you have been so good a
s

to send me . I have not yet had time to

peruse th
e

work which , however , appears to be one of a most interesting
nature , an

d
I am sure it will repay th
e

study which I intend to devota

to it as soon a
s I have sufficient leisure .

Again thanking you ,

I remain ,

Yours faithfully

( S . 2 ) CHARLES TUPPER

Printed b
y

Kāli Dass Sen , at No . 1 , Rāja
Goorop Dāss Street , Calcutta
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Fromthe"JOURNALDESSAVANTS"November,1888.

Mr.PratapaChandraRoyhas,withtheDronaParva,reachednearly

halfwayinh
isundertaking.Wesincerelyhopethath
e

willbeable

tocompleteit.Ontof21
4,000verseswhichcomprisethegiganticepic,

-TheMahabharata,wehavehereatranslationo
f

4
5,000verses.The

LieutenantGeneral,Governoro
fBengal,Si
r

StewartBayley,has,quite

recently,honoredthispublicationb
y

asubscriptiono
f

Rs11,000,thatis,

nearly2
5,000Francs.Thisfavorh
a
s

beenwellbestowed,andthe

EnglishGovernmenthasb
y

thisgenerositysecuredthesinceregratitude

o
f

thenatives.Theyhaveapassionateadmirationfo
r

theirnational

poem,andtofacilitateit
sperusalb
y

foreignnations,istoflatter

greatlytheirsenseo
f

patriotismandtheirpride,whichthispoetic

monument,whichholdstheirmostcherishedtraditions,inspiresinthem.

Alreadyfo
r

manyyears,Mr.PratapaChandraRoyhasconsecratedhis

fortunea
n
d

intelligencetothisimmencework.Hedistributesgratis

th
e

editionsandtranslationso
f

theprincipalSanskritworks.Itisan

acto
f

devotionandnotaspeculation.Thisexampleissufficientlyrare

toinducetheliteraryworldtofeela
ninterestinsuchperseverance

noblydisplayedtoai
d

eruditionsosolid.TheDronaParva,--The7
th

cantoo
f

theMahabharata,consistso
f

1
7,818verses,--thatis,itis

longerthantheIlliad.-Drona,afterwhomthiscantohasbeennamed,

isthegeneral-in-chiefo
fthearmyo
fthePandavas.

Printedb
yKāliDassSen,attheBhārataPress,

No.1,RājāGoorooDāss"Street,Calcutta.





THE GREAT EPIC OF INDIA .

TO THE EDITOR OF THE DAILY TELEGRAPH ."
SIR - The Emperor Akbar , though himself unable to read and to

write , took a lively interest in the literature of his Hindu subjects . He

d
id what neither th
e

Court o
f

Directors o
f

the o
ld East India Company

nor th
e

present Government has ventured to d
o . He commissioned his

Prime Minister , Abul -Fazl , to translate Sanskrit books into Persian ,

that h
e might himself b
e

able to form a
n opinion o
f the religious , social ,

and philosophical ideas which swayed the minds of hi
s

Indian subjects .

We have n
o

reason to suppose that Abul -Fazl himself , or even h
is

brother

Faizi , acquired a thorough knowledge o
f Sanskrit . They d
id what wag

done a
t

first b
y English scholars in India . They employed Pandits to

translate the original texts into Persian , and charged themselves with

giving to th
e

language of the translation a more elegant form . Next to

the Vedas , the two great epic poems , the Mahăbharata and Rāmayana ,
seem to have excited Akbar ' s special curiosity , and we are told that the
Rāmāyana was translated for h

im b
y

Abdul -Kadir , while the transla

tion o
f

different portions o
f

the "Mahabharata , " is ascribed to the same ,

to Abu - l -Fazl , Faizi , Nakib Khan , and Shaikh Mohammad Sultan
Thanesvari .

Akbar died in 1605 , and nearly two hundred years elapsed before the

famous epic o
f

the "Mahabhārata " became known to the scholars o
f

Europe . Episodes from it were published in the original , and in English ,

French , and German translations . But the idea o
f turning the whole

o
f

the most gigantic o
f

epic poems into English seemed to
o

appalling to

European scholars . The Sanskrit text , supposed to consist o
f

200 ,000

verses , has never been printed in England . Italy set a bold example , b
y

entrusting Gorvesio with a
n

edition o
f

the other great epic , the " Ramā

yana , " which was published at the expense of the Sardinian Government ,

with a
n excellent translation is truly classical Italian . In India , however ,



to complete editions of the Sanskrit text of the "Mahabharata " have
appeared , one even accompanied by a commentary ; and , to judge from

the scarcity of these books , there must still be a considerable demand fo
r

their ancient classics among the natives o
f

India .

At last the bold idea of bringing out a complete translation o
f

the

" Mahabharata ” was taken u
p

b
y
a native gentleman , Pratap Chandra

Roy . He tells us hirself that he was originally a bookseller and general
agent . After having made a fortune sufficient for himself , he devoted

his leisure to a scheme of bringing out texts and translations o
f the great

Sanskrit works o
f antiquity . He began with a
n edition in Bengali o
f

theGreat Epic in 3 , 00
0

copies . When this was disposed o
f , partly b
y

sale , partly b
y

gratuitous distribution , he determined to found a society

fo
r

publishing and distributing ancient Sanskrit texts . This society he

called the Datavya -Bhārata -Käryalaya . It was supported b
y

subscrip

tions , chiefly , if not entirely , from native gentlemen . Within the course

o
f

seven years that society has distributed two editions of a Bengali tran

slation o
f

the Epic o
f
3 ,000 copies each . A fourth edition is now in

progress . An edition of the " Harivansa , " an appendix to th
e

"Maha

bharata , " in 3 , 00
0

copies , has been exhausted . O
f

the " Ramayana , " both

text and translation a
re

now nearly completed , and the English transla
tion of the " Mahabhärata , " has reached to mearly half o

f

the whole work .

Such unselfish devotion to a truly patriotic work deserves the recogni

tion o
f

th
e

Indian Government , as well as of the British public , and I

a
m glad to see that Pratap Chandra Roy has lately received the distinc

tion o
f

C . S . I . Nor has th
e

gratitude o
f

Sanskrit scholars been less

fully expressed . It is quite true that the "Mahâbhärata " is not a ditli .

cult work to read ; still , there are few Sanskrit scholars who would not
prefer to read large portions o

f it in English rather than in Sanskrit .

We must not forget that this so -called epic poem has become a kind o
f

encyclopæ lia into which almost any subject could b
e inserted , whether

it referred to the Great War or not . The description o
f that war would

probably occupy notmore than a tenth part of the whole poem . All the

rest consists o
f

later additions . If we could trust tradition , the story of

thewar occupied originally 8 , 80
0

verses only . No amount o
f

criticism ,

however , will ever succeed in disentangling the original poem from a
ll

that has grown up around it .



But though , on th
e

whole , th
e

text of th
e

Mahabharata is easy to

read , there a
re not wanting cruces , which give great trouble to the

scholar . It does not seem a
s
if the translator had collected many MSS

in order to find out whether any of them supplied better readings . He

generally follows the guidance o
f

native commentators , even in cases

where their interpretations are clearly fa
r
-fetched and artificial . Under

the circumstances this was , perhaps , th
e

most practical plan . Several

crities in America and Germany have la
id

down the rule that n
o

transla .

tion is o
f

any value which is notbased o
n
a collation of all accessible MSS ,

a study o
f

a
ll

native commentators , and lastly , on an exact knowledge of

a
ll

th
e

peculiarities o
f
a
n author ' s style . Such preaching sounds very

well , but it is mostly n
o

more than ill - disguised arrogance . A critical

edition o
f

the text o
f

the Mahâbhârata would n
o doubt b
e

most wel .

come , but in the meantime a readable translation of the text a
s it now

stands is welcome too . Anyhow , Mr . Pratap Chandra Roy may feels
convinced that allhonest lovers of India and Indian literature are grate

fu
l
to him fo
r

having lifted the veil from that vast picture of ancient India

which is displayed before o
u
r

eyes in the pages o
f

the Hindu Iliad , and

h
e may well answer his captious critics with the o
ld Greek saying , which

might be rendered in Sanskrit b
y
" Sreshthham sreyaso mitram . "

You ,Sir , have lately allowed Pratáp Chandra Roy to b
e

heard through

your columns , and have appealed fo
r

funds to carry out this vast and

useful enterprise ; therefore , I desire hereby to support that appeal , as

one which ought to find a generous answer from a
ll

sincere lovers o
f

Oriental literature . Subscriptions may b
e sent to Pratap Chandra Roy

himself , a
t
N
o . 1 , Raja Gooroo Dass street , Calotta . - - I am , Sir
i
, yours

obediently .

F . MAX MULLER .

7 , Norbam -gardens , Oxford , May 20 .

The Daily Teligraph - Monday , 27th May , 1889 .



An extract from th
e

letter o
f

Edwin Arnold Esq :

Editor — " Daily Telegraph

London

27th May , 1889 .

" Dear si
r ,

. . . . . . It is needless for me to say how much I

admire and sympathise with your courageous enterprise , but I may re :

mark that , comparing several passages o
f your translation with the Sans

krit , I have found it generally excellent , terse , faithful and most useful .

I wish you all success and a
m personally anxious that the bold task

should b
e accomplished .

kr
it , I hav
e

foumaring
several

passcourageous
e
n
t

With best wishes and warm regards ,
your always most truly

Edwin Arnold . "
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