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“That the leading interest of this drama 18 centered in tho
loves of Romeo and Juliet, 1s clear even to a child. Still I
cannot persuade myself that the meaning of the whole piece is
exhausted 1n the deification and envymbment of love, and that
this 1dea counstitutes the groundwoerk of the play. On the con-
trary, Shakspeare can scarcely have designed to deify love
mercly as an ivexpressible feeling—an intoxicating passion,
That were, 1ndeed, an idolatry of which art could never be
auilly, even though, like the African with lis Fetish, it should
destroy its idol with its own hand.”
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