
MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE COMMISSION OF FINE ARTS

Held in Washington, D.C., September 13,1948.

ihe first meeting oi the Commission of Fine Arts, during the fiscal year

1949, was held in its office in the Interior Department Building on Monday,

September 13, 1948* The following members were present:

Mr. Clarke, Chairman,
MT. Finley,
Mr. Aldrich,
Mr. Reinhard,
Mr. Sterne,
Mr. Murphy,
Mr. Lawrie,

also PI. P. Caemmerer, Secretary and

Administrative Officer.

The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m.

1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF EM3EDING MEETING: The Minutes of the Meeting

of the Commission of Fine Arts, held June 8, 1948, were approved, with a change

to omit Exhibit I, relating to the discussion with Mr. Walker, concerning the

American Military Cemetery at Hamm, Luxembourg, since this matter ¥/as

sufficiently covered in a letter to General North.

2. STATUE OF GENERAL ARTE GAS: Chairman Clarke reported that early this

morning he was in conference with Minister Mora of Uruguay, accompanied by

Mr, John C. M. Crane, and Mr. Harry T. Thompson, assistant Superintendent of

National Capital Parks, concerning a location for the statue of General Artigas,

the erection of which in the District of Columbia has been authorized by

Congress, by Act approved June 26, 1948.

Several locations adjacent to the Pan American Union and to their new

Annex were considered. It was finally decided that possibly the best location

would be on the triangle on which the .mnex is being built, either on the

east or west side of the building, along Constitution Avenue, where the statue

would face south
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The Office of National Capital Parks is to make a study of this question

of location for the statue, and Mr* Thompson was authorized to confer with

officials of the Pan American Union concerning the matter. The plan is to

be ready for submission to the Commission of 51 ne Arts at the next meeting

on October 29th. A report was sent to minister Mora (Exhibit A).

Mr* Lawrie felt the statue should have a pedestal fully 9 feet high. If

the statue is placed near the Annex, the architects of the buildings, Messrs.

Harbescn, Hough, Livingston and Larson, should design the pedestal,

3o STATUE OF GEORGS WASHHvGTON FOR URUGUAY: The Commission considered

the question of a gift of a statue of George Washington for Uruguay, in

reciprocation of the gift of the statue of General Art igas to the United States.

The Department of State favors this and asked the advice of the Commission of

Fine Arts concerning the matter.

The Commission concurred in the suggestion, but decided that such a statue

of George Washington should be an original work of art done by a competent

sculptor selected as the result of a limited competition. Mr, Lawrie said

the statue, in bronze, including pedestal, would cost |75,000.

A letter was sent to the Department of State on the subject, and it was

assumed that the Department would draft the necessary legislation (Exhibit B)

»

The Commission discussed also the question of policy concerning additional

statues from South American countries, other than Uruguay, that have been

proposed. Attention was called to an equestrian statue of General San Martin

that was given by Argentine to the United States and erected in Judiciary Square

in Washington about 25 years ago.

Chairman Clarke called attention to a statue of General Simon Bolivar,

which Venezuela proposes to present to the City of Washington. Recently one

was dedicated at Bolivar, Missouri.
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The Commission decided that any additional statue from South America

erected in Washington should be an original work of art, and that the

Commission should be informed as to its design before it is cast, as well

as the design of the pedestal.

4. ERECTION OF OHS MeMKULAN FOUNTAIN: Chairman Clarke asked Mr.Thompson

as to whether or not anything is being done about erecting the McMillan

Fountain in Potomac Park. Mr. Thompson replied:

No. The moving of the fountain has almost been stymied for the time
being by the Navy Department. Unfortunately, we thought we had the
problem completely solved, and the Secretary of the Navy had agreed; he
told us as much in Y/riting, He said they would be very happy to move
from the temporary buildings, and would have the buildings down this
October, but the Assistant Secretary of the Navy got in touch with
our Secretary of the Interior, and after certain informal discussions
it seemed advisable to leave them there for certain reasons which they
discussed that I am not familiar with, so instead of ripping them down,
they are still there and will be for another year.

Chairman Clarke, suggesting further action in the matter, thought it might

be a good thing if the necessary funds to erect the fountain at the site of

the new; Rose Garden in Potomac Park be secured from Congress, but it was

realized that any figure specified in a bid would not be good a year hence.

Therefore, it was decided to keep the project in mind, in the hope that something
in 1950.

might develop so that the fountain could be erected for the 3e semicentennial /

5. ARLINGTON MEMORIAL BRIDGE STATUARY: Chairman Clarke asked Mr.Thompson

as to whether or not any progress is being made with regard to the Arlington

Memorial Bridge statuary by Messrs. Fraser aid Friedlander. Mr. Thompson

replied:
”1 made a resume of all the foundries of this country that seemed

qualified to cast them, and, as you know, during the war years so many
of them Y?ere converted to war work and have not been reconverted back
to art work. Some have gone out of business. Fraser and Friedlander
have made inquiries of all the foundries they think are large enough to

cast them, and all but one could not do it. One could. The name slips

me at the moment, but at least there is one that is willing to undertake
to do them. They estimate they will take nine months per figure for

casting, and they want an escalator clause in their contract, which, is

rather difficult to xxrite into a contract irith the Government.
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"I have tried to interest Congressman Lodge, of Connecticut, and also
Congressman Gwinn of New York, in this project and they have indicated
quite an interest, and I have had a request from Congressman Gwinn
to the effect that if I would assemble a story he and Congressman
Lodge would present this problem to Mr. Hoffman’s office with the
thought that they might be acquired under the authority of the European
Recovery Program, to be cast abroad. I think there is an agreement
between this. Commission, the sculptors and ourselves, that they might
be covered with a dolomite finish, and if that be true, then it is

not very important, as I see it, that they be cast in one foundry.
They could well be cast by separate foundries.

Mr. Lawrie remarked, "If the metal is of the same composition they

can be cast in different foundries, and they will look alike, except

those patinaed, but they could be patined by one chemist. One could be cast

in Italy, one in Belgium, one in Germany (if there is a foundry there) and

one in France.*- Also, there is a good foundry in England.”

Mr. Sterne said that they could be patinaed in the United States, and

Mr. Thompson remarked that that was his idea but to have four foundries

abroad do the work.

Mr. Finley said,~”I know you can have them cast in France, because I

was there last summer, and they are prepared to cast some large bronze statues.”

Mr. Thompson remarked, ”1 talked to the gentleman who helped to prepare

the European Recovery Bill, and he tells me it is well within the authority

of the Act to do it, if Mr. Hoffman elects to do it. He was good enough to

say that he thought Mr. Hoffman was a very open-minded person and might well

go along with the idea.

In conclusion, Chairman Clarke said, "We have the stimulus to get

behind this thing in connection with the Sesquicentennial in 1950, which will

not happen again for a long time, and i am encouraged by what you say. anytning

we can do, let us know."

Mr. Thompson said finally that he would prepare the Memorandum desired

for Mr. Hoffman’s office. Also, that the Office of National Capital Parks has
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about $80*000 which is available for shipping charges, erecting charges,

and putting the patina on in this country by one person. . . as to

the cost of casting the figures abroad, Mr. Thompson reported that one founder

in France said he would cast two for $250,000, American money. The .American

foundries are estimating anywhere from $56,000 to f75, 000 per unit, without

erection charges. Mr. Lawrie thought these figures to be high.

As to the size of these four equestrians, each is 16 feet high, about

12 feet long and about eight feet wide.

A copy of the letter which Mr. Thompson sent to Mr. Gwinn on September 16,

1948, together with copy of Memorandum, is attached hereto and made a part

of these Minutes (Exhibit C).

6. UNDERPASS AT THE INTERSECTION OF PENNSYLYANIA AMD CONSTITUTION

AYINUES: Major General U. S. Grant III, Ghairman of the National Capital Park

and planning Commission, informed the Commission concerning a Hearing held at

the 3oard Hoorn of the Commissioners of the District of Columbia on September loth.

General Grant said:
"Well you know there was a Hearing last year on a scheme for

an Underpass, and of the various schemes suggested, I think there was
every preference for the scheme which you had suggested, but money is a
very important thing to the District right now, and that would have been
a pretty expensive Underpass, and it has been suggested that you might do
without it anyway for a period of years, and it was proposed that the
street cars be removed from Pennsylvania Avenue east of Sixth Street—the

little loop that is just west of Sixth Street be removed and the street-
cars relocated so that there would be no cars going down Pennsylvania
Avenue east of Sixth Street, and then that the crossing be treated on the
surface by rearrangement and channeling of traffic.

I am sorry we do not have drawings, but we never did have

them, excepting when the District gave them to us to look at at our meeting.
Another Hearing was held on this subject a few days ago. Our

Gommission T s attitude is that it is a good thing to do. The removal
of the street car tracks east of Sixth Street is something that is very
desirable, but, however, the re-routing of street cars as a solution has

not been worked out. We have had a committee working on it, consisting

of representatives of Motor Vehicles and Traffic, the Highway Department,

the Capital Transit Company, the engineer of the Public Utilities
Commission and our own people, and they have discussed almost every



{ ,
7

,

, . , Cl Z
'

- t
' V .

. .7 t
/../< , . . 7 7 ' - - ©ccc \:

z
- 000,55 >.00,

*
- EM* u‘ri --

-

- t -- ,

: ,v , ;..:ol i\: . ...

t
-

- «
'/ '

/ -:..C v v A 7.0
' o ) .

t X

,

< . .

V

?

01 *
jj XCfloE SoiAlaiC s:f& lo 'io j/ioca i-j.i3cc; ©71

:o'l sxisnoa ,

obvj e:>:

no 'xr-:Q\,

3 8 J.' rSHOIH ;ti>

no sci f r
-

«

7 3-.rIci"

oX Xc'tGXi..
: irov v .&slac.77 .

.OU 12© 0
©.d-t chs j fjt$ l • •vC-'i'C. Si-V. xi: Xn

Oj‘iO" ooi;..
. J 7 : Ip le,.C 9

— o' v 7) 7 .:)' ’1 XpTOnAI sc' ice
yXv* B.\Zi-l'Sr., riM'ol 3*11c t a no

slid- no b , xt- 9 * 0 .L.0 1

i -O;. m. X/o:c.::o;;

71 oml ;jc:v !XeX' B

' $$ ,

.
7. ;./ •/ tv

° : i>3L: c ui^o^oQiUi %t$v
;i.t: ,.n -J svlariecA'S v 1 ica b

"Ai :> ‘.-o'.! v:o\7vrc£ #x In o.ttli:

7

O'..;..! 90 eox.: oSGld'a
- crsxf|; 3 .;: IgAl 7.col ©.[.atjLC

3x1 ZZyM:,:
. x c,c . s

A as..,3 cc aoins4oa
jne 1)Bii

7A A ooi ... : : K;

0 71 [;
,

t

1 Blncvl'-t'Ei'C.'vroi

'J vs s :

. 5

o ;>IooI o;r an cl',

‘•o - o'l los; cilx « a jo

*

>'V J.v-: A. .0 C- JA

on so o.’.o'

:

BR I : .

-

'

‘C: t
: V3si :: cr-

y ov.3X
jalaci cl .

o-Cv d ai

" 00 oedo ooI-bx a -XBO

t ' u - - v

‘ - O: rCi-tV'AOl
'

7 : cOy^WC
co ; 05 I

9X« , (

s ,,

- - • ai o.o .\-co a f xioi aaxinBioO

, ;to i .7

.‘.x. v a.x vj(

:

'‘'j-vX ci :0 0: 0..; xx 0 JvG'I Jo e.o ‘io

c A '

*

'

»
'

! o lo'i'v ov' .r.oed' Ion
^ *4*

'\f.SV :

«> -O '. et . o

1111 oilArl ;•
. ,t 7c c:.;-. cA

I a..S
;

e v t 6
(

.

,

‘xolo %q ac /xlslneaeic^a'x ‘io
:

t .7'
.

1

_

1 1..,. v 0 ,,>r

t .



>6-

possible way of doing it and have not yet been generally satisfied
with, any one solution. That was the statement that I made at the
Hearing; we thought it would be well if this Committee continued its
studies until they found a solution that is really satisfactory.”

It was pointed out that removing street car tracks might help

somewhat, but would not be a thorough solution of the traffic problem at the

intersection of Pennsylvania and Constitution Avenues; ultimately it will

be necessary to construct the Underpass.

Chairman Clarke remarked that the first thing to do is to get a copy

p

I- 1 ’

of the plan, including the alternate plan proposed by the Commissioners of

if
the District of Columbia.

.

The Highway Department has advised that they will supply the Commission of g

Tine Arts with a set of these plans. A report was sent to General Grant. (Exhibit D).h’

I
7. MODEL FOR THE WASHINGTON MONUMENT GROUNDS : General Grant stated that

I
the plan of 1901 for the Washington Monument Grounds, with its gardens „ and ij

terrace, is not practical because of bad foundation conditions; about 1930 a

Board of Engineers made borings, investigated sub-surface conditions, and decided

that the foundations of the Washington Monument must not be disturbed. Thereupon,

Mr. Olmsted and Mr. Hubbard drew up a a landscape plan and William Adams Delano

made an alternate plan.

General Grant said that at the Centennial Celebration of laying the corner-

stone of the Washington Monument, last July, he had recommended the appropriate

embellishment of the Washington Monument Grounds so as to be more in keeping with

the Mall and the Central Area Composition of Washington, and that this should be

one of the projects for the Sesquicentennial Celebration in 1950. This

suggestion has been generally favored and in the rooms of the National Capital

Park and Planning Commission there are plans and model that have been prepared

under the direction of the Commission. General Grant asked the advice of the

11

fu

Commission of Fine Arts concerning them. The Commission thereupon inspected them*

in the rooms of the National Capital Park and Planning Commission.
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The Commission were generally well pleased with the model because of its

simplicity. Major Clarke, as the landscape architect member of the Commission,

gave the model particular attention. He felt that too many trees are proposed

which would dwarf the height of the Monument and interfere with the views from

Constitution Avenue; also the locations for the walks from the North and South

should be restudied.

General Grant pointed out several features, including a plan to rebuild

the Sylvan Theatre,making it an out-of-door theater that could be used for a

Pageant during the Sesquicentennial Celebration,, Automobile parking spaces

on the grounds immediately adjacent to the Monument are to be eliminated,,

and situated on the periphery (east) where they may be screened from view

by trees a

The Commission decided that as a sketch model it is in the ri^it

direction and reported to General Grant accordingly (Exhibit D), General

Grant said he would sutmit a revised model at a future meeting of the

Commission of Fine Arts,

8, DEATH OF CAPTAIN WHITEHURST : The Secretary reported the death of

Captain H* C # "Whitehurst, Director of Highways of the District of Columbia,

on September 1, 1948, Burial took place in the Arlington National

Cemetery, World War I Section,

Tie Commission received this information with profound regret, in

view of the distinguished service rendered to the District of Columbia by

Captain Whitehurst over a period of many years. In behalf of the Commission

of Fine Arts, the Chairman, sent a letter of appreciation and sympathy to the

Commissioners of the District of Columbia (Exhibit E).

9, SCULPTDRE FOR THE NEW COURT HOUSE: Mr, A« S„ Thorn, Acting Supervising

Architect, and Mr. J, M. Lowe, Design Architect, of the Public Buildings

Administration, accompanied by Mr, Louis Justement, architect of the Court House
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to be built at Constitution Avenue end Third Street, N*W», presented a drawing

embodying suggestions for sculpture, as considered at a Committee Meeting

attended by Mr. Lawrie, Mr. Murphy and Mr. Thorn on July 15, 1948. Concerning

that meeting, Mr. Thom had reported to Chairman Clarke by letter of July 22,

1948, which reads in part as follows:

"As you will note the sketches contemplate elimination of all
sculptural features on or attached to the Constitution Avenue facade,
and the placement of a monumental piece of free standing sculpture in
the small plaza approaching the entrance, and located relatively close
to the inner sidewalk. We received the impression that both Mr. Lawrie
and Mr. Murphy favor this idea, qualified only by statements that the
sculpture should be a work of great distinction and appropriateness.

One other point was discussed, namely, an appropriate location for
a bronze figure of the English jurist Blackstone, executed by Paul Bartlett."

The Commission inspected the design. Mr. Thorn said that no one has been

commissioned for any of the sculpture, though Sidney 'Jaugh is being considered.

Mr. Justement called particular attention to a location for the statue of

Sir William Blackstone by Paul Bartlett, which was presented to the United

States by Mrs. Bartlett. Its erection on public grounds in the District of

Columbia has been authorized by Ctongress, but an appropriation for a pedestal

is needed, and in the meantime the statue is inside the District of Columbia

Court House in Judiciary Square. Several years ago the Commission of pine Arts

recommended a site for it on the north side of the "Hatfield Court mouse, M

Mr. Justement said that several of the Judges are anxious to see the statue of

Blackstone erected in a good place. It is impossible to place it inside of the

new C0nrt House since the ceilings are not high enough. A suggestion to place

the statue on an island in John Marshall Place was disapproved.

A location on the Court House grounds was tentatively favored. The statue

of Blackstone is to face south, amidst planting.

The Commission made a number of suggestions regarding the sculptiire proposed,

which will be embodied in a revised design, to be submitted at the next meeting
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of the Commission of Fine Arts on October 29th.

The Commission noted the general treatment of the south terrace of the

Court House which is proposed; two fountains are suggested. Mo action was

taken with regard to the design.

10. CHAKDSLISR FOR THE ,/HITE HOUSE: Chaiiman Clarke reported on the

proposed gift by Firs. Brooks Thayer, of New York, of a chandelier for the

White House. Mr. Finley stated that he had seen it and that it is eminently

suitable for the White House.

Also, Chaiiman Clarke reported that a new Waterford chandelier, donated by

Mr. Chester Dale, has already been installed in the Red Room; the one that was

there has been placed in the Monro e Room on the second floor of the Mansion.

Th® Commission felt the chandelier offered by Ik’s. Thayer could well be

placed in the Blue Room, to take the place of an old (French) one which is there

now. Mr. Finley and Mr. Aldrich suggested four appliques for the walls of the

Blue Room, in character with the Thayer chandelier.

The Commission expressed the hope that funds would be made avilable for the

use of the Committee on Fhmishings for
7

the State Rooms of the ,/hite House.

11. SIGN FOR THE CARLYLE HOTEL, 500 .North Capitol Street; Chaiiman Clarke

reported:
"We turned down a roof sign on a hotel, which is now known or was

to be known as the Carlyle Hotel. It was previously the Capital park
Hotel. It was purchased hy the Government during the War and was used
as an office building, and the sign "Capital Park Hotel" was taken
down. After the War, the hotel was turned back to them and was sold,

and they now call it the Carlyle Hotel. They want to put a sign on the

roof again, and the Shipstead-Luce Act says definitely there are to be
no roof signs, so we turned it down as a matter of course under the

Act (Application No.1175, dated March 3, 1948).
"Then I got a long letter from Mr. John Russell Young (Exhibit F),

saying there were mitigating circumstances and they thought the sign

should go up. I wrote a long letter (Exhibit G) ,
copies of which I

sent to all of you. Most of you concurred in what I said, and, if they

put it up, it will go up without our blessing, and at least we are straight

in the record. I think the District Commissioners can override our action.

The Secretary stated that' the legislation on the Shipstsad-Luee Act of
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May 15, 1930, so indicates. Also, that the Commissioners of the District of

Columbia wish to consider the matter further at a meeting in Commissioner

John Russell Young’s office on September 16th, and would like to have a

representative of the Commission of Fine Acts present.

The Commission considered the matter, and confirmed the action of the

Chairman, as set forth in his letter to Commissioner Young.

Mr. Murphy and Mr. Caemmerer were designated to represent the Commission

at the meeting above-mentioned.

12. AMERICAN BATTLE MOMENTS COMMISSION:

(a) The Secretary presented a letter dated September 8, 1948, from

Mr. John F* Earbeson (Exhibit H), concerning the development of projects.

The Chairman read the letter for the information of the Commission.

Since the return of General North from Europe is expected by about

the middle of October, the Commission expressed the hope that a meeting of the

American Battle Monuments Commission could be held prior to the next meeting

of the Commission of Fine Arts on October 29th. The Secretary stated that

he would bring this suggestion to the attention of Col. Shaw, Executive

Officer of the American Battle Monuments Commission.

(b) The Secretary presented a letter from Congressman George K.

Bender, as follows: September 10, 1948.

Dear Mr. Caemmerer

:

One of my very good friends is Mr. Charles Kubbell, Jr.,

of the architectural group known as Hubbell and Benes, 4500 Euclid
Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio.

I knov; that this organization is vsry actively interested

in being given the opportunity to submit its qualifications to the

Commission for consideration. These folks have drafted plans for

seme of the outstanding public buildings in this area dnd I am
prepared to vouch for their reputation in this ccmmunity.

I should greatly appreciate your courtesy in placing
Hubbell and Benes upon your lists.

With my thanks for your cooperation, I am,

Cordially and sincerely yours,

GEORGE H. BENDER,
Congressman at Large, Ohio.
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Also, the Secretary presented photographs from Messrs'. Hubbell and

Bernes, together with letter, of some of their executed work, which included

a picture of the Cleveland Art Museum. These were inspected by the Commission,,

Chairman Clarke called attention to a letter that he had sent to

Congressman Bender on August 20, 1948 (Exhibit I, concerning this matter, and

said it would simply result in confusion to approve architects for a memorial

project prior to a request from the American Battle Monuments Commission for

advice as to a proposed commission.

The Commission felt that there is nothing further that could be done

in the matter at this time, pending the receipt of a request from the

American Battle Monuments Commission for additional architectural services.

The Secretary was requested to inform Congressman Bender and Messrs. Hubbell

and Benes accordingly, and this fcas done (Exhibit J).

13. DESIGNS FOB COINS AND MEDALS: Chairman Clarke reported that there

has been dissatisfaction expressed by some members of the Commission because

of the attitude of the Director of the Mint in ignoring recommendations of the

Commission of Fine Arts when they are made pertaining to a design. The new

Benjamin Franklin half-dollar is a case in point. A few weeks ago a

design was received from the Director of the Mint, requesting advice as to a

Medal of Merit for the Interior Department. Mr. Lawrie made criticisms which

were brought to the attention of the Director of the Mint, with request for

a photograph of the revised design. None has been received. The Commission

felt that hereafter when the Director of the Mint submits a design, no report

should be made unless there is assurance that the design will be revised

in accordance with such recommendations as may be made.

The Secretary was requested to write to the Acting Director of the Mint,

asking for a photograph of the revised design of the medal, as above

mentioned (Exhibit K. See also K-l).
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14. FIRST DIVISION MEMORIALS* WORLD WAR. II: Lieut. Col. Richard G.

Ciccolella submitted in behalf of the First Di-vision Memorial Association a

revised design for the proposed World War II Memorial of the First Division,

which is to be placed in relationship to their World War I Memorial south of

the "State, War and Ifavy" building. About 4500 members of the First Division,

'World War II, are to be commemorated. The sum of $125,000 is being raised

for the proposed memorial.

Col. Ciccolella expressed regret that a more adequate drawing is not

available, but the architect of the memorial met with a misfortune several

months ago and has been unable to work on the project.

The Commission inspected the design and noted that it proposes something

in the nature of an exedra about the First Division Memorial, World War I.

The Commission felt it was a poor solution of the problem and disapproved

the design.

Mr. Beinhard offered to talk with, Mr. Jennewein, sculptor for the pro ject.

Also, Mr. Beinhard suggested a meeting in his office in New York, which

Col. Ciccolella could attend, regarding a revised design. This was deemed

desirable; the meeting is to take place some time soon.

15. POST CARD VIEWS OF WASHINGTON: Mr. Finley presented a letter from

Mr. Lewis L. Young, 1705 Lanier place, N.W. ,
Washington, comijlaing about the

poor post cards in color that are being sold of views of the City of Washington,

and strongly recommending', that something be done to improve them. Mr. Finley

said he concurred in the complaint of Hr. Young, saying, "We have acme decent

ones at the National Gallery of Art because we do them ourselves." Mr.Finley

suggested bringing this matter to the attention of the Distributors of post

cards in Washington.

The Secretary suggested first bringing this matter to the attention of
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the National Capital Committee of the Washington Board of Trade, and offered

to do this and report at the next meeting of the Commission. This was agreed to.

Chairman Clarke said that during his recent trip in Burope he was

impressed with the remarkably fine post cards now available there.

16, SHELTER BOB UNION STATION: In accordance with the suggestion of

Chairman Clarke, the Secretary was requested to confer with Mr. 13. R. folson,

Manager of Union Station, regarding an adequate permanent shelter to take the

place of the ugly temporary shelter erected in front of and against the

facade of Union Station during the War.

The Secretary asked whether or not the Shelter could extend over the

street car traks. Chairman Clarke replied that the question of width is not

so important, but the Shelter should be properly designed and be detached

from the building.

The Secretary stated that he would confer with Mr. Tolson about the matter

and report at the next meeting of the Commission.

17. TOMB OB THE UNKNOWN SOLIEIi WORLD WAR II: During the afternoon, the

Commission visited the Arlington Memorial Amphitheater to consider further the

question of location of the proposed Tomb of the Unknown Soldier of World War II.

Chairman Clarke said he was of the opinion that the best arrangement ?o uld

be to remove the east steps of the Amphitheater and have simply a plain marble

wall to support the columns, in front of which would be the Tomb of the

Unknown Soldier of World War II, on the same level as that of World War I.

There would be no entrance from the east side. The President and other

dignitaries would approach the portico from the memorial hall. Thus a splendid

view could be had of both the World War I and the World War II memorials.

The Commission considered the matter fully, and seemed to think that the

t

idea as presented by Chairman Clarke is worthy of study by the Architect,
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Mr. Lorimer Bich. A drawing setting forth. this idea is feeing made fey

Mr. Bich, and it is expected that the fear Department will present it to the

Commission at the next meeting.

IS. NEXT MSEPING OP THE COMMISSION OP PINE JETS: The Commission decided

to hold the next meeting in Washington on Priday, October 29th.

The Commission adjourned at 3:30 p.m. The Commission had luncheon

at MHogate*s« on the waterfront. Improvements under way along the

waterfront were noted.
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COPT

September 16, 1948'.

My dear Mr. Minister,

It was a pleasure to meet with you last Monday morning for the
purpose of discussing the problem related to an appropriate site for the
statue of General Jose Gervasio Artigas, which the Government of
Uruguay has given to the United States for erection in the Natl onal Capital.
The Commission studied this problem and have recommended two sites for
further consideration at their next meeting to be held in Washington on
October 29th. The two sites suggested are to the east and to the
west of the new Pan American Union Annex now under construction on
Constitution Avenue. The selection of one or the other site will
depend upon which location is most suitable from the standpoint of the
statue itself. Either location would provide an eminently suitable site
and the statue itself will have the best possible lighting since in either
case the figure will face south.

Mr. Harry T. Thompson, Assistant Superintendent, National Capital
Parks, who was present at our meeting Monday morning, will give further
study to this matter and was authorized to confer with representatives
of the Pan American Union concerning it. The Commission hope that the
architects for the building, Harbeson, Hough, Livingston and Larson,

can be engaged to design the pedestal for the statue so that it will
in every respect harmonize with the architecture of this ne?; building.

Be assured, sir, that the Commission of Fine Arts are desirous

of being of whatever assistance they can in aiding to expedite the

arrangements necessary to have the statue of General Artigas suitably

and permanently situated in the City of Washington.

For the Co^issio11 of Fine Arts:

Cordially and sincerely yours,

GILMOHE D. CLARKE,

Chairman.

The Honorable Josd A. Mora,

Minister Plenipotentiary of Uruguay,

Embassy of Uruguay,
1025 Connecticut Avenue,

Washington, D.C

.

EXHIBIT aX



TOO

* XX - or j

* aa’iffi:. ’ * : h:aat l

sdt \sxm7.Qm. 'xsbadtt tfeel pot xftfi:# vteaffi ox ..-
.; •

.;•,... ^
;•„• .

:
I'._CYC.

-

.r. ; ,]_i- He- Co' Lsi/aXs" .

'.v. .0 . .o' ;:... . : j j;jj
4
iO SaOQliJ

I'-.'- 4
•if ' 0 X PK » . € t

. £ .a .. . ... ...
, .:. •

;... J

' ...... •'
.. . . :. Qli ;

n.o notf^,::x da. as bL of. od oi anxXse.a ten <•
i •>/» b£ xioxXnTofiiEnoo noritel

' ,.-
-a

CiO itccoox/ •• >Pp won ^ceniiA noinU
, : ;

"
- ©XIO

\/\ . :j:/stand
J-

“ :K- alo'coiua tei- ax xoiteDOl -bite nooxj jbnete
.

'xoajxo ns sonic ^iutfrivxi. old issoa ted odd ov r,
•; llx ; tlsati s.rjtea e.:iX Jbiir.

nax-o... •• o v. I. .: c‘_ :• i'.. o/.X Sev- c

;

J

’
L 3xt '.:c .i:oi:acx:^.i0 C ©acf ‘xo’tL

.cxjOY Yl^'xscxiL 3«e, YllditeO

<2 ‘c- ' o * .: :.;:c,ino

*£ifeiax.i:c.aO

<
;

l

' *-• X. ". r
. oi'j&'soacH cifl

* • • ;

1

® rx©i; .

< .:
. r •;.

, o ..so>;.;

;

t sx® *>v. ifjj c .<: X o 3/mo C 2SO

X

•—v ....... X ,L.h: 00,

,

Tisiust



Copy

The Commission of Fine Arts

Washington

September 15th, 1948*

Dear Mr# Bohlen:

At their meeting on September 13, 1948, the Commission of

Fine Arts considered the question of location of the statue of General
Jose Gervasio Artigas, and were in conference with Minister Mora of
Uruguay on the subject. The Commission decided that tjie statue should
be placed in the vicinity of the Pan American Union or the adjacent
Annex, which is now under construction. A plan, incorporating the
suggestions of the Commission made at their last meeting, will be pre-
pared for the next meeting of the Commission on October 29th.

At the same time the Commission considered the question of a
reciprocal gift to Uruguay of a statue of George Washington. The Com*—
mission advise that such a statue should be an original work of art
procured as the result of a limited competition among a group of eminently
qualified sculptors recommended by the Commission of Fine Arts for this
project. It is understood, of course, that the appropriate legislation
will be drafted for the attention of Congress by the Department of State.
A statue of appropriate size, including the pedestal, would cost approxi-
mately $75 ,000#

The Commission of Fine Arts would appreciate being informed by
the Department of State of progress related to this project.

For the Commission of Fine Arts:

Sincerely yours.

Gilmore D. Clarke
Chairman

Honorable Charles E. Bohlen
Counselor, Department of State
Washington, D, C,

. EXHIBIT B



*rqoO

sdxi soii:. "lo coiEsi.ooc:.'- oifi

ko :• guides'-

„ t
.V_r

.
.

&•
.

*•. :ii

no-csssijHi o' . . o . -

.

:

. ... i no ..o -

Ssrs2 .:i
i'-: io fcf'Vi.odu 'io -noxisooi lo noicf-'.eirp edfch re^ableiioo six’. anxM

sibM s'i ii2 J .
. • 6f :

'

.
.

o

[il -

' ^
- -

' ' ’--•

• 3 v>dj to xioxnU morisshl w$% odd io "JiLcioiv erisfr jtfc fe&OAlq

. cox?
: c *i ' K)' x©6 uj >j : i: 0 < ' fl

_ • y , .
i

t- .. ,
'

.

r
J .6.0. JO -• I Z,--.. .. . X 9u>;' JO GiiO.to

:

.•
. .. o : ie ' 3 M o 1

5

2 9$j -

.

-
'

.

•-
IjS dtfz

; | CL£§ JS gXIOJSS Jo.'/ XO iDSdiOSil £ aC d itTZSt SB WQO*
. .

'

i 9 " 'B$0 '

-

;i • 0 ... ~ „ ' d'.iii ^OiXi.OO i.O ^UOOi .. . - .LOU ci-C o.;. •» JCOr.OX
'

# .
ici aoi-c &

-'-o'- :
'• o ••,">•„ ... .. ;. ; o.. c- i . >i:u O'.;- .

' suu.lJ'3

.0 -late:

i .CO 2>;
' odoiooLCGi3 lilo." SO'i/. Btt&i ‘.to $0,133X0^00 Sli!

.dTGf.ov.:- olio .or o .uoo ..-r .. eooji i d.i'

.

; , io COO:;, :- ioocd. .. v. xii

t 5XU .... £ .

. .. t :.'O0. :.r.i,

;m. iXi'arlO

.
'

, i D dJ *x

.'
:.j i .

.. ..:: -x :o
?

:. c i ..

? * 4

'

'

•

.

-i -

a RTHXK



UNITED STATES

Department of the Interior

National Park Service

National Capital Parks

Washington, D.C.

September 16, 1948#

Hon. Ralph W. Gwinn,

House of Representatives.

My dear Mr. Orinn:

You will find enclosed a brief statement, a number of photo-
graphs and what I hope will be sufficient supporting data relating
to the Arlington Memorial Bridge equestrian statues to present
successfully our request for assistance to the Economic Coopera-
tion Administration. My latest communication from you on this
subject was by way of your telephone request that the enclosures
be assembled for the use of Representative John D. Lodge, of Connect-
icut. As I understand it, Mr. Lodge has indicated that he would be
willing to present our request to the Economic Cooperation Adminis-
tration.

Although we cennot as yet be sure of success in our efforts to
secure the statue castings in this manner, I am confident that with
you and Representative Lodge jointly supporting this project, it is
as good as done. If I can be of assistance in clarifying the en-
closures or in presenting this problem to those who will have to
consider it, please let me know.

Sincerely yours,

(sgd* Harry T. Thompson
Assistant Superintendent.

C
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STATEMENT IN SUPPORT OF REQUEST TO THE ECONOMIC COOPERATION
ADMINISTRATION SEEKING ASSISTANCE OF THAT AGENCY IN THE AC*
QUISITION OF BRONZE CASTINGS OF FOUR EQUESTRIAN STATUES TO

BE ERECTED ON THE ARLINGTON IMMORTAL BRIO®

This Nation’s most significant memorial to those who have died
in the military service of their country* the Arlington Memorial
Bridge* stands today in a state of incompletion some 15 years after
its dedication in 1933* An important but as yet incorapleted feature
of this memorial consists of four heroic sculptured statues to be

erected, on pylons at the eastern* or Lincoln. Memorial Plaza* approach
to the bridge.

These sculptured groups have been in a continuous process of
preparation since 1931 at which time two of the Nation’s outstanding
sculptors were commissioned to design them.® After some 17 years
spent by the sculptors in their preparation* the models have at last
been completed full size in plaster ready for casting in bronze. The
plaster models have been approved by the National Commission of Fine
Arts, They await only the necessary arrangements for this final
stage of casting in metal and erection on the Memorial Bridge Plaza,

Two groups* symbolic of "The Arts of War” depicting ’’Valor” and
’’Sacrifice” are the work of Mr, Leo Friedlander of White Plains* New
York, Mr. Friedlander’ s statues are to be placed on two pylons
flanking the bridge terminus. Two groups* symbolic of ’’The Arts of
Peace” depicting "Harvest” and "Music”* and "Literature” and "Aspira-
tion”, are the work of Mr. James E. Fraser of Westport* Connecticut.
Mr. Fraser’s statues are to be placed on companion pylons approxi-
mately 300 feet to the north of the bridge terminus on the Memorial
Bridge Plaza,

The four statues are inspiring conceptions of symbolism in the
finest tradition of two artists of outstanding ability. To the best
of our knowledge they are the largest statues of their kind ever exe-
cuted by any American sculptor. Once erected they will greatly en-
hance the incorapleted bridge and plaza by their size and beauty.

In addition to many compelling reasons why further delay should
be avoided* there is the further incentive to have these statues
erected as soon as possible. The Capital City of the United States
will celebrate its 150th anniversary in 1950 by presenting to the
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world an. elaborate series of events and displays having to do with
the history,, the growth of the country and the more important events

that have taken place in the United States since the establishment
of the Capital in the District of Columbia in the year 1S00® It
would seem altogether timely and fitting that this important memori-
al should be completed by that date. It is doubly important that
arrangements be made for their casting and erection if the statues
are to be in place for the sesqui-centennial celebration®

We have fouhd that certain foundries in this country qualified
to undertake castings of this size have gone out of business. Some
have converted to war production and have elected to continue with
the production of commercial and architectural bronze work® Other
foundries have indicated a lack of interest because of tother commit-
ments® °ne qua3.ified foundry submitted an appraisal in 1947 to
undertake the castings on a "cost-plus” basis with an escalator clause
providing for an adjustment in price. In this instance, it has been
estimated that the casting by this company would take approximately
three years to complete the foundry work, which would carry their com-
pletion date well beyond the sesqui-centennial year of 1950. Faced
with a shortage of funds and a shortage of foundry capacity in the
United States, we have turned to the only other known source of ob-
taining the castings ; namely, foundries of Europe, in search of a
solution to this problem®

Preliminary investigations indicate that it might be possible to
locate foundries in a number of European countries that are qualified
to perform, this work* The nature of the finished product is such
that it is not essential that they be cast in any on© foundry, or for
that matter, in any one country. It would be possible to commission
four separate foundries to perform the actual casting work, leaving
the finishing or the patina of the surfs c-fe to be completed in the United
States

.

Since the United States is now actively engaged in extending aid
to a nymber of European countries where foundries might be located,
it would seem possible to arrange for this final stage of the project
through the Economic Cooperation Administration® From a review of
Public Law 472, it appears to be well within the authority of the ESA
to render a great service to this country and at the same time greatly
aid in the rehabilitation program of the cooperating countries of
Europe by stimulating industry in the art foundries of those countries®

2
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The art foundries of Europe must have suffered greatly during
the war and if this industry is to be preserved, it should prove to

be a great stimulus to J$j±s industry that has contributed so much to
the cultural life of the world,, The craftsman qualified to perform
this highly skilled art are centered in the countries of Europe,
Their number is rapidly diminishing by lack of commissions in this
field of work#

The cooperation of the European countries in a project of this
kind should prove of great value in the betterment- of public rela-
tions between our respective countries. Once the statues are cast
and erected, they cannot help but create a tremendous amount of
favorable interest and comment in this country and abroad. Their
size, their beauty, their significar.ce and their placement as a feature
of this important memorial would prove to be a never-ending source of
favorable comment and good-will toward any nation or nations undertak-
ing this cooperative effort as a service to the United States, Suf-
ficient funds are available to the National Capital Parks office of
the National Park Service to defray the cost of crating, transporta-
tion, finishing and erection in this country but not for actual cast-
ing. It is doubtful if many opportun.ities of this kind will be
presented where so much good-will can be acquired for so little. It
would appear that there is inherent in this project an unusual oppor-
tunity to secure a tremendous bargain in improved public relations
and international good-will for all countries participating in it if
the ECA could secure the financing of the casting in Europe,

H.T.T.

9/16/49
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Excerpts from
Public Law 472 - 80th Congress

Approved - April 3 f 1948

Sec. 102. (a) The restoration in European countries rests largely upon
the establishment of sound economic conditions, and the achievement of a

healthy economy independent of extraordinary outside assistance. "The accom-
plishment of these objectives calls for a plan of European recovery,* * *
based upon a strong production effort, the expansion of foreign trade, the * *

Sec. 102.(b) "It is the purpose of this title to promote industrial
production in the participating countries * *

Sec. 111. (a) The Administrator may, from time to time, furnish assist-
ance to any participating country by providing for the performance of any of
the functions set forth in paragraphs (1) through (5) of this subsection when
he deems it to be in furtherance of the purposes of this title, and upon the
terms and conditions set forth in this title and such additional terms and
conditions consistent with ;bhe provisions of this title as he may determine
to be necessary and proper.

(1) Procurement from any source, including Government
stocks on the same basis as procurement by Government agencies under Public
Law 375 (Seventy-ninth Congress) for their own use, of any commodity which he
determines to be required for the furtherance of the purposes of this title.
As used in this title, the term "commodity 1 * means any commodity, material,
article, supply, or goods necessary for the purposes of this title.

(2) Processing, storing, transporting, and repairing any
commodities, or performing any other services with respect to a participating
country which he determines to be required for accomplishing the purposes of
this title. * * * *

Sec. Ill, (c) (1) The Administrator may provide assistance for any par-
ticipating country, in the form and under the procedures authorized in sub-
sections (a) and (b), respectively, of this section, through grants or upon
payment in cash, or on credit terms, or on such other terms of payment as he
may find appropriate, including payment by the transfer to the United States
(under "such terms and in such quantities as may be agreed to between the
Administrator and the participating country) of materials which are required
by the United States as a result of deficiencies or potential deficiencies in
its own resources. * * * *

Sec. 113. (b) The Administrator, whenever in his judgment the interests
of the United States will best be served thereby, may dispose of any commod-
ity procured out of fupds made available for the purposes of this title, in
lieu of transferring such commodity to a participating country, (1) by trans-
fer of such commodity, upon reimbursement, to any department, agency, or
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establishment of the Government for use or disposal by such department,
agency, or establishment as authorized by law, or (2) without regard to
provisions of law relating to the disposal of Government-owned property,
when necessary to prevent spoilage or wastage of such commodity or to con-
serve the usefulness thereof* Funds realized from such disposal or trans-
fer shall revert to the respective appropriation or appropriations out of
which funds were expended for the procurement of such commodity*

Sec* 117* (a) The Administrator, in furtherance of the purposes of
section 115 (b) (5) and in agreement with a participating country, shall,
whenever practicable, promote, by means of funds made available for the
purposes of this title, an increase in the production of such participating
country of materials which are required by the United States as a result of
deficiencies or potential deficiencies in the resources within the Doited
States. * * *
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COPY
The Commission of fine Arts

Washington

September 14, 1948*

Major General U. S. Grant III
Chairman
national Capital Park and
Planning Commission
Washington, D. C.

Dear General Grant:

The Commission of Fine Arts, at their meeting on September 13,

1948, were pleased to consider with you the following projects

1» Intersection of Pennsylvania Anenue and Constitution Avenues
at Sixth Street ,

The Commission believe that the only thoroughly satisfactory
solution of this troublesome traffic problem is to build an
Underpass along Pennsylvania Avenue in a manner along the lines
as submitted in the form of plans by the District Commissioners
and approved by this Commission a year or more ago* This scheme
called for the retention of Constitution Avenue in its present
state as an uninterrupted traffic route

»

The Commission favor the elimination of street car tracks on #
Pennsylvania Avenue between Seventh Street east to the Capitol
Grounds* As to an alternate scheme to provide temporary re-
lief by the temporary surface channeling of traffic by means
of islands, traffic lights, aid the re-routing of street car
lines, the Commission of Fine Arts wish to study this project
on the receipt of a set of plans from the Highway Department
of the District of Columbia*

2* Completion of the Washington Monument Grounds

The Commission were pleased to inspect the sketch model
prepared by the National Capital Park and Planning Com-
mission for this project* The Commission were impressed
with its dignity and simplicity and believe that the present
stage in the plans are in the right direction^ The Commission
suggest that further study be given to the composition of the plan-
tations of trees and in this connection they urge great restraint,
with a view toward retaining as much of the existing open lam areas
as possible.

The Commission understand that provision will be made for the parking
of automobiles in a manner so that they are screened from view
by plantations of trees*

EXHIBIT D
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It is understood that careful study will be given to the planning
of the paved area at the base of the monument, more particularly
as related to the size, the shape, and the surface materials.

The location of the approach paths also requires further study.

The Commission of Fine Arts hope that they will be kept informed
of the progress of your work in connection with this proposed develop-
ment.

The Commission heartily concur in your desire to have funds made a-
vailable for this project, so that a beginning may be made in the con-
struction work at the time of the Sesquicentennial Celebration in 1950#

#3o Statue of General Jose Gervasio Artigas,

Congress having authorized the erection of this statue on public
grounds in the District of Columbia, by Act approved June 26, 1948,
the Commission of Fine Arts have considered the question of its lo-
cation with Dr, Jose A, Mora, Minister Plenipotentiary of Uruguay
and a representative of the Department of State, It has been
decided that the statue should be located in relation to the Pan
American Union or its new Annex, Tie Office of National Capital
Parks, which was represented during the discussion by Mr, Harry T.
Thompson, Assistnat Superintends t, will give detailed study to
the problem of placing the statue either on the east or the west
side of the Annex, facing Constitution Avenue, and confer with
representatives of the Pan American Union on the Subject e The
National Capital Park and Planning Commission will be informed of
the exact location finally selected for the statue.

For the Commission of Fine Arts:

Sincerely yours.

Gilmofce D. Clarke
Chairman

COPY
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September 16, X948.

The Commissioners of the
District of Columbia,
Washington, DjC.

Gentlemen,

At the last meeting of this Commission we learned of

the recent death of Captain Herbert C. Whitehurst, for many years

Director of Highways of the Government of the District of Columbia*

Through the years, the members of this Commission have

had the opportunity to meet with Captain Whitehurst in connection

with official matters related to the District and we always found him

to be thoroughly informed in all matters pertaining to his office,

always ready and willing to accept suggestions, always courteous,

and withall, a splendid example of the unselfish public servant. It

has been a privilege through the years to have known and to have

worked with your late Director of Highways, and the Commission have

asked me to write to you to express their sorrow in his passing and

to add that his presence at our meetings, when he presented projects

of the District of Columbia, will be greatly missed. We shall always

remember him with deep affection and with the full realisation that

he has made important contributions to the development of the

National Capital.

For the Commission of Fine Arts:
Sincerely yours,

Gilmore D. Clarke,
Chairman.

Exhibit s
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GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Executive Offices

Washington 4> D.C.

July 13, 1948

The Honorable Gilmore D. Clarke, Chairman
Commission of Fine Arts
Interior Department
Washington 25 , D.C.

My dear Mr. Clark; :

Last February the owners of the Carlyle Hotel, 500 North Capitol
Street, applied to your Commission for permission to erect a sign 3‘ x 30*

on the front of their building a little below the roof. Such application
was submitted to you under the provisions of the District of Columbia
Sign Regulations. Your Commission has recommended disapproval of the
proposal.

The legal representatives of the Hotel conferred with the Secretary
of your Commission, who stated that the action had been taken without re-
gard to any special equities that might exist in favor of the applicant,
and that application must be made to the District Conmission for any special
relief. They have accordingly referred the matter to us.

Our information is as follows:

1. Four hotels (the Dodge, Corfimodore, Continental
and Pennsylvania) have signs on or near their roofs, in each
case larger than the sign now requested, and in each case
facing on or clearly visible from the Union Station Plaza
and adjacent Federal areas. Permits for these were issued many
years ago,

2. The Carlyle Hotel, under its former name of Capitol
Park Hotel, had a similar sign, considerably larger than
the one now being requested, which had been erected under
permit in 1914* It remained there until the recent War.

3» During the Was the building was taken over by the
Federal Works Administration and operated as a United Nations
Service Center. In connection with this operation the sign
was taken down.

4* After the War, F:iA sold the building to The Carlyle
Hotel, Inc., which gave the hotel its New name. The new owners
could not, of course, utilize the old sign on account of the
change of name. They therefore submitted to your Commission
their application to put up a substitute sign; with the results
indicated above.

While the Board of Commissioners have the final decision in the
case, we are extremely reluctant to dissent from, the views of your Com-

mission* However, in the light of the facts presented to us, and in

the absence of any other information, we find difficulty in going along with you.

EXHIBIT F
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Froin an equitable viewpoint it appears to us that the Hotel has a

prima facie case for protesting your recommendation. The preceding
owners, operating the Hotel under a different name, had a sign larger
and more conspicuous than the one now being requested, and which, more-
over, projected above the roof. That sign would still have been there,
except that the Federal Government bought the property for temporary war
use. The other hotels, which were not thus taken over by the Government,
have retained their signs. There is an element of unfairness in pre-
venting the newly re-opened hotel from enjoying the same advantages as

its predecessor enjoyed, and as its competitors still enjoy.

It may plausibly be argued that such a consideration should not
weigh against the further beautification of our city. If the decision
of your Commission would produce a material effect along this line, the Board <&

of Commissioners would be more inclined to concur in it. But -this does
not seem to be the case. We do not wish to raise the question of th ether
such signs do in fact injure or deface the beauty of the Plaza. Regard-
less of this, the fact remains that the other hotels can legally continue
to use their signs. Our information is that these hotels as a group are
in sound financial and physical condition, are doing an excellent business,
and are likely to continue their operations indefinitely* Under these con-
ditions, it does not appear that the denial of a sign to the Carlyle Hotel
would have any material effect upon the beauty or symmetry of the Plaza and
adjacent areas, from which the four other signs will continue to be visible.

It therefore seems to us that the request of the Carlyle Hotel, Inc.,
should be granted. However, before taking final*action, we should be happy
to receive your views or to arrange for a conference with your Commission
or its representative. I would appreciate your letting me know your wishes
in the matter.

With warmest personal regards.

Sincerely yours.

/s/ JOHN RUSSELL .YOUNG,
President
Board of Commissioners
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July 23 * 1943

»

Honorable John Russell Young
President
Board of Commissioners
Government of District of Columbia
Washington D. C.

My dear Commissioner:

This will acknowledge your letter of July 13th rela-
tive to the question of a sign 3' x 30 1 proposed to be erected
on the front of the Carlyle Hotel at a point a little below
the roof line so that it may be visible from the Station Plaza,

The Commission of Fine &rts have exercised the great-
est care in their endeavor to act consistently with respect to
their responsibilities under the so-called Shipstead-Luce Act
approved by the ?lst Congress on May 16* 1930. In the regula-
tions governing procedure under the provisions of the Act the
following appears under "Signs "s-

"No sign shall be constructed* painted* or
affixed on buildings coning within the pro-
visions of the act (Public* No. 231)* ex-
cept with specific approval of the Commission
of Fine Arts in each case* In general* signs
shall not exceed 25 square feet in area; the
Commission may in its discretion make special
exceptions to this requirement* No roof
signs are permitted,"

The Commission have in no instance within,,my memory* which goes
back more than 15 years* made a substantial exception to the ruling above
quoted. There have been several instances where special equities have
been requested in favor of certain, applicants* For the Commission
to have deferred in favor of these applicants would have meant under-
mining the purposes of the Act as well as to treat unfairly every other
applicant who agreed to conform to the provisions set forth by the Com-
mission* more particularly in those cases where the applicants did
not at first wish to conform, with the regulations promulgated under the
authority of the Act.

I can recall an instance where the editor of one of Wash-
ington’s important newspapers wished to erect a sign across the front
of their office building* in size comparable to the one proposed by the
Carlyle Hotel. The application was denied* but not without a good deal
of heated discussion on the part of the applicant who finally agreed
to conform to the regulations* there were a number of other instances of
this character* Personally* I think it would be manifestly unfait to
every applicant whose request for a roof sign has been denied if
any exception is made to the rather specific regulation that "No roof
signs are permitted".
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Honorable John Russell Young *-2- July 23, 1948®

The only way we can get rid of ugly roof signs, which
the Commission believe to be detrimental to the dignity and the

beauty of the Plaza at the Unioh Station, is to take advantage of
instances such as obtains in this particular case. If we
permit the Carlyle Hotel to erect a roof sign, visible from
points of view in the Union Station Plaza, is there any reason
why the Hotel Washington, for example, should not erect a roof
sign opposite the Treasury, or the Willard and the Raleigh
Hotels erect roof signs on Pennsylvania Avenue? I think not.

The strength of the Shipstead—Luce Act has been re-
tained through the coordinate actions of the Commissioners of

the District of Goluhbia and the Commission of Fine Arts over
a period of 18 years „ If a single exception is made to the
regulations, such as the approval of the receht application of
the Hotel Carlyle to erect a roof sign, then the force of the

- Act will be. dissipated and effective control to preserve the
dignity of the National Capital will be lost.

It seems to me that with 18 years precedent behind us
we need not fear if a case of this sort is tried in the courts

of the District of Columbia,

While I realise, as stated in your letter, that four
other signs will continue to be visible from the roofs of
buildings in the Station Plaza it Is a fact, I believe, -that

these signs were erected prior to the passage of the Shipstead-
Luce Act and, inasmuch as the provisions of the Act are not
retroactive, the District Commissioners and the Commission of
Fine Arts are without power t'o effect any control. The time
will come, however, when these signs will be removed] when they
are we should see to it that they are not replaced,

I do not believe that an electric sign will make any
difference in the volume of patronage to a hotel] satisfied
patrons are the best means of advertising. The preservation
of the dignity of the National Capital is the problem which is
of first concern to this Commission: it would seem natural
that this should be of some concern to Washington’s hotels*

While I rather expect that I have expressed herein
the unanimous views of the Commission of Pine Arts I would ,

neverthe-less, like to have their concurrence in the statement's

I have made in this letter and I would appreciate it if you
could withhold any further action on the pent of the
Commissioners of the -District of Columbia toward approval of
the application of the Hotel Carlyle until after the next
meeting of the Commission which time I shall bring this matter
once again to their attention,

W£t$t warm personal regards.

Sincerely yours.

COPY:
Gilmore D. Clarke

Chairman



c:- v —sb- -£(W0 . S. 80.0;. : Oh< S'tGUOli

rioxrivr .aagxe 100*2: ^131/ to fslfi beg mo sw ^sw ^Xfio

c ,
c:...: od d.obnoo'd'rbeb sc ob availed noxaajjnniol; orkv

: n 5
'

r
.

'

-

.
,• -y" _:,

r
,-;'?• v

t
- c :'0 ' Ob '.-ddoo — dL\...0 C: XXf) ‘0ic-<q

nc ?.
- & s

:
i -

doxbfib Idxnl 3 *x »*iy ?rt < q

ioQ* , oris ^oJLqjBfix:© •xol ^noisnxriesW lobol dk o

:, i 111 s [d to . Ti . i
'•- 3- s

_cx need £b;i doc. so c-— ooej scene. 000 to X - s • -••

. ,
•

;

”

: d "
- O ' v ' ' •

T©yo ©dTA shtt to 1 ioC • b fc doxidalti ©rid

e'ri i . 0: •
.

;

> H * st.< € SI " "'

"a 0 , tic dri© >e fy ‘

.

rfp ' '

t
''.'d.

•

•.; i or s
'

d -
, U >

g.-‘.+ ; '/• :0. -..‘id O-j r ;.db. fi
J

'0S diS O' •.ii-C* -J-'j.O ©6. j-t-XW X)/.

4
- I . -Xj MqsD I is : to . i (g±

C.O ..

r

C: ’ d. O : 0 0 V: 3 ‘Z 0" :
'

' X bbidd' Id O' Odd Od' t'.'S.O 32 >. ..

8 PJ b/Xd SXTd • - '

'
"

'

"

, i.d. c. ,.d-
'' o J-

-
' ; od-

; oi S id ^TSsid :b T 0 'b-
: i;9S; ££ t 0

ik - i s q LcdxK>4 . li
'

'

' d j

d£ : ,
- M . 3 3X dx X ' -do;.. :

• ± '
-

- ..
. s : 0 : B£ , 0 d < d q .

dO( 2 i t

;:j .

... '.\
.

: J ./ T
.

'

•

.
; x , .

. QUu

. ..
'.

. ;
:" i ' ;.d: i

.

d -
. t

Si g t ,Xord .. > o'd m :.'.d •-"

&y .... . -c t «.
-

,
' :

:

•.; d'o;:r
i-".:;.' d - ''id do 00 003 •' ! oi o 00.x

ejs 3 f r
• Xa ox ede " os dfi* d ' X- -$ o do ; i x

loi.d.sidsr: :I©don .3 od -1 .oocdoq do o.rxd.ov srid ni: eon^&tJ.L
... 1

si iloxriv.7 jrislJoTq dd ax lodi. ;;; Ixfxoi:dc. o-'d .0. qddro.xo odd do

J ;
.
•. .. . . C3 SXmfeloC Hldi '

1 ?
’

-

soXodori c 1
. .0 d ••

: .. .
' od ec.o... •. ;o. . do 00 j''...-

3 .
d di ' d - til

i bC, , i sd*xi . cpl id lo s^9,rv ®sjam±i,miis odd

... ..
r

:

adi xc ;
'

C ?ni t >d f. : d. 3
....

.

.-

dov e. ..odovod ’o : d ... d do do d'lboid,- o/'d lo aod;o. :dOd :ooC

dxq id ..

' Ci - . .d 3 toH ©rid '
; rioxdssiJEqq® ©fid

••'c-:v
'

"; i oxrid d.ax’Kf J.i.srl3 T . cd .doxov' qoj.asxoxioo oxo 10 giixdosfft

, aoxdoisJ'd'-.' •• s- ;.o od od..;d,.3 ooao

t
•• xir.^oi jd; . ro: o'.' nd.ii

d

t orLUQX \lo‘i&orid.

8

c l-diod-d .v ©TOiOlX-

xmrLturiQ



HARBESON, ROUGH, LIVINGSTON AND LARSON

ARCHITECTS

Successors to Paul P* Cret, Architect,

1510 Architects Building, Philadelphia 3, Pa*

C

0
P

I

8 September 1948

Re: A.B.M.C.

Mr* H. P# Caemmerer
The Commission of Fine Arts
Interior Department Building
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr, Caemmerer:

You have set aside some time for us at next Monday* s meeting, but General North is

still in Europe and the architects are all digesting suggestions made by him as a

result of his visit of inspection to the sites, and therefore will not be ready to

report, and I suggest you cancel our time*

I can report the following progress:

1* Henri Chapelie * John Root has discussed the sculpture with Carl Milles: they
have agreed that the sculpture shall not be assymetrical: that in front (roadside)
there will be an eagle on the center line, rather tall, of Swedish granite; that
toward the graves there will be a tall figure of a man, representing courage
or patriotic duty, on a tall pedestal, also on the center line. Root is

preparing a model on which these ideas will be tried, and these will be presented
to your Commission when studied.

2. Margraten » Henry Shepley has restudied his chapel along the lines suggested
by the Commission: in my opinion he has arrived at very good Battle Monuments
character*

3» Draguignan* Henry Toombs is restudying his building along the lines
requested.

4* St* Janies * Wm. T* Aldrich is trying a tower at lower height, as requested by
General North, and a rearrangement of the plan bringing the Chapel nearer the
graves area.

5. Neuville . The property-taking having completely changed, Andrew Reinhard
will have to make a completely new start. The topography for this new start has
not yet arrived.

The other architects are carrying along with their studies, some planning to visit
the sites in the near future.

With best wishes.

Sincerely,

(Signed) John Harbeson

JH:c cc:Lt. Colonel Chas. B. Shaw
EXHIBIT H
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THE COMMISSION OF FINE ARTS

WASHINGTON

August 2D, 1948

Hy dear Congressman,

This will acknowledge your telegram of this date, raising
the question of placing the firm of Hubbell and Benes, Architects of
Clevela nd, Ohio, on an approved list of the Commission of Fine Arts;
the fact is, the Commission do not have an “approved list 11 of architects*
From time to time they have been requested to submit the names of archi-
tects and firms of architects for the consideration of the American
Battle Monuments Commission, Inasmuch as Messrs. Hubbell and Benes are
interested in being considered I shall be glad to present their names
to the Commission for consideration in connection with any future work.
The next meeting of the Commission will be held on Monday, September 13th
in Washington. At this moment I am not aware of any work of the Battle
Monuments Commission for which architects have not already been engaged*

In connection with other work the Commission are hardly ever
asked to recommend architects; they are usually selected by other govern-
mental agencies in direct charge of the v.ork involved.

With kind regards,

Sincerely yours,

Gilmore D. Clarke
Chairman

The Honorable George H« Bender
The House of Representatives
Washington, D. C.

EXHIBIT I
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The Coirirnission of Fine Arts

Washington

September 16, 1948.

Dear Congressman Benders

I received your letter of September 10th, recommending that the

architectural firm of Hubbell and Benes, of Cleveland, be placed on

a list of architects for World War II memorials, and brought it to

the attention of the Commission of Fine Arts at their meeting on

September 13, 1948 »

The Commission concur in your opinion that the firm has done

outstanding work in Cleveland and elsewhere j indeed the Cleveland

Museum of Art is one of the notable buildings of the country,,

Chairman Clarke called my attention to a letter that he addressed

to you on August 20th in regard to this matter, in which he stated

that he would "be glad to present their names to the Commission for

consideration in connection with any future work. . . At this moment

I am not aware of any work of the Battle Monuments Commission for which

architects have not already been engaged.”

Chairman Clarke presented the names of Hubbell and Benes to the

Commission of Fi£§ Arts. Before further action can be taken it will

Be necessary to await a request from the American Battle Monuments

Commission for advice as to recommendations for additional architectural

services. For the Commission of Fine Arts: *

Sincerely yours,

H.P.Caemmerer,
Secretary.

Hon. George H« Bender,
House of Representatives,
Washington, D. C.

EXHIBIT J
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September 13, 1943

»

Dear Mr. Howard:

At a meeting of tiie Commission of Fine Arts held today,

attention was called to a letter addressed to you by Chairman Clarke

on July 27, 1948, concerning the design for an Employee Honor Award

Medal ordered by the United States Department of the Interior. The

suggestion was made "that your sculptor make the changes suggested

by Mr. Lawrie for the obverse of the medal and submit another

photograph of the revised model for approval.

The Commission of Fine Arts have not received the photograph

in question and would be pleased to hear from you as to what is being

done in the matter.

For the Commission of Fine Arts:

Sincerely yours,

H. P. Gaemmerer,

Secretary.

Honorable Leland Howard,
Acting Director of the Mint,
Treasury Department,
Washington, D.C.

Exhibit K
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Treasury Department,

Washington

Office of the September 15, 1948.
Director of the Mint.

Commission of Dine Arts,
Interior Department Building,
Washington, D.G.

Gentlemen;

In reference to your letter dated September 13,

1948, the changes suggested by Mr. Lawrie for the obverse of

the medal for the United States Department of the Interior were

not adopted in view of the fact that the model, as submitted,

represented an exact replica of the official seal of the

Department of the Interior. The Department of the Interior

desired that the obverse of the medal be identical with the

official seal.

Very truly yours,

Leland Howard,

Acting Director of the Mint.

Exhibit g-sl 1
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