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: 1 wes one of Gen. LRLKI's subordinates and had pany
chances to be brought into contect with his words and
conducts, I also roved as one of what were then called the
"Young officers." So I know quite well whether it is true
or not thet Gen. LRLKI was concerned sbout various kinds of
reforn novenents, 3

Sone people nade & nmistake in talking hin for a
militarist, while he himself abhercd niilitarisn. The
reasons why such nisunderstending had been produced were, ;
I thought, two: 1, the stern settitude toward any natter, which
corllng from his righteousness; 2. the counter-propa-
gaende mede by his adversaries bscause of jealousy against his
fame and of conflicting interests, For oy part as I
at first hed no direct sccess to ARAKI and heard ovthers
speek of hin, I thought him to be a very nilitent reneral.
Yet, contrery to ny preconception of him, he proved® to
be & nan of very rioderate thought as I approachsd hin and
hed chances to listen to his opinions. Gen. /R.TI cane tco
Kunamoto to hold the post of the 6th Division Cormander in
hugust in the 4th year of Showa (1929), when I was =
lieutenant eattached to the L4L5th Infantry Reginent in
K/.GOSHILIL under his conmand. In every instruction which he,
as the commander of the division, issued for the purpose
of guiding and educating his efficers and nen, stress was
laid on & kind of morelisu vhich was expressed by the words-
"penetration of the ccnscicusncss of the Inmperial army."
Through his words and my poeracacl interview with him I
came to know that he was & devotee to noralism., His
devosion to noralisn never cimnged after he was tranferred
to Tokyo as the head of the Inspection Department of the
Military Education in August in the 6th year of Showa (1931),
after he accepted the post of the Minister of War in .
December of the same year, and even after he resigned the
post. Frankly speaking, he was a peace-loving noralist,
Now, I shall write down about hin, referring to the facts,
For convenience of description, I should like to begin
with explanation of what young officers really were at

that time, which knowledge I aguired fron ssociation
with then. & < dee s St - B

In relation to the so-cglled "Young officers"”
I. Definition of the "Young officers"
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here, they indicates those fficers
When I say the young officers whorheld the lieutenant

or sub-licutenant renk beferc end after the Manchurian
Incident and also these having the rank of ceptain,
lieutenant, or sub-lieutenant at the tine of tho February
20th Incident. But thosc officers whe belonged to the
so-called 'Sakura-Kai' (cherry Scciety) or to the TOSEI
Group (Control Group) arc not included in tho sare category.
2. Union of Yourg officers -

Lfter the 1lst World Ver, Jepen suffered froo her
internal discordances which aggravated year after year,
There were sociel conterpt for the arny, the internal
weakening of the wholec arny, the difficulty of living of the
peasantry which sent young nen to the arny, the indolence
of the Government and the erny lecaders, the tyrany of the
political parties, the selfishness of Zeibatsu, end the
unspiritedness of foreign policy. Indeed, Japan hed been
driven into such & perilous Sltuation that there was no
alternative but to effect the netional referms in order
to pass through the crisis, So it was quite natural that
this situaticn influenced the ninds of young officers who
were sensitive to the current tendency.,

Thls led the ycung officers autononiously to strrt the
naticnal reforn movensnts. Being not inforned cf tre
truths, sone people rske a nistake in saying thet LRLIT
and MLZAKT led and agitated the young officers intc the
reforn noverients, But this is a celunny, which could, as
will be seen later, be traced to tho propeganda carried on
intentionally by some nen., It was Suiie yeers after thosec
novenents were started that the young officers cane to
know MASAKT and ARLKT. {Liccording to my own cxperiences,
the movenents by the young orficers werc already gcing on
in secret, and there after the 6th year of Showa %1931,
when the March Incident, the Manchurien Affair, ond the
November Incident took place) thet the connection ¢f
LRLKT end Masaki with the novements came to be uerti cad,
is Tar as I am concerned when I was a student of L] «
Iilitary iwcadeny, I came to Know MASLKI as its presidant,
I elso came to know LRLKI es the 6th Division Corinander
in the 5th and 6th years of Showa when T was atteched to
the L5th Infantry Regiment., But the relation was thet of
& student to € prcsident and that of & subordinate
officer to & division commander. I have never becn led or
agitated by either of the two generals with respect to
the reform principles Or lcvenents, In addition, they
were elways in ¢ position of Suppressors, whenever
verious kinds of incidents in t-o erny took place efter the
6th year of Showa (1931). Fronxly speeking, some young
raedical officers were discontented with the idea conceived
by LRLKT and IMLSLKT; while others, in favour of radical
actions, expresscd deep dissatisfection with the moderatencss
of the generels, But the respect for HRLII's unblemished
character was comron to all the young offjcers, Thus the
reforn movements by the young orficers pursued their own
course in respect of the crigiln and developnents. The
young officers in general werce sc mweh inclined to get rid
of the feudalistic ¢loment end Ccliguish iznfluence lurking
in the arny thet they werc considored as herrful central
arny by the authorities and were kept under clese watch
by the military police, Moreover, they werc suppressed
whenever any matter tcok place. But their spiritual
union becane thc stronger at every surppressicn. Ve
young officers did not like the then reported "cell"
nethod of organization used by the Cemmunist perty or
by the Nazis, but thought much of the freedonm of the
individual will, We were of oplnion that_the national
unification should be organically tensified and consclidated
on the basis of eutcnomy in which thec sbove frcedon
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never infringes others' freedom, and that spiritusl

movenient of autonomy was to be launched in every locality.
3. Idiological difference between us young offic ers
end the other reformists

There seems to be many people who do not discriminate
between the two categories when the young officer s are
mentioned. One cestegory is coriposed of those young officers
of lieutenant or sublisutenant rank who were mostly attached
to the units in the rural distrists and were conducting
the above-mentioned movenents of autonony; while the
other means those middle-aged officers of field officer
rank who were mostly on the central staff of the a rmy
and conceived a tobteliterien reiorm thought., So there
was a wide, ideological dif'ference between the two
categories. Without a clear knowledge of this diffcrence,
the truths cannot be grascd of the incidents which
cccurred later on in the srny. We young officers
(who will later be called the young officers), being
nostly in service with the units in the rural districts,
were 1n contact with those who enlisted in the arny
each yeer at the age when a perilous thought was
prevelent., Ve saw the difficult conditions of t he
egricultural, nountainous and fishing villages, and
the corruption of polities, and the slackening
disciplince of the army, We could not suppc. s patriotic
passion which led us to renovation of the nation end
of the army, Then what were the principle of our
national reform and the main ainm of purging the army?

T hese rney be sunmed us as follows;

The young officers expected a social evolution by
neans of the co-opersation and unification of classes
rather not of class-struggle, So their opinion was
that In Jepen the Fnperor should be, on the basis of
Jeapan's history end treditions, the spiritual centre
of the people which Lrenscended classes, and that
the whole pecple being knitted by the tie of the
Emperor, should estalblish on the principle of organic
solldarity, a'family-nation,' pregnant with the love
of brotherhcod, '

The purgation of the army, which was intended for
the ldeological wakening of high-ranking officers,
was felt prerequisite to the nationel reform.

Meenwhile, egoism consisting in a keen desire
to get on in the world preveiled anong army officers,
In particular, the contined pover of the acadenic
clique composed of the Ster® Sclloge graduates who
thought themsselves to be priviieged and the
feudelistic clique formed on ‘iusuperable cbstacle,
We enticipasted not a few difficulties lying in ambush
on the way we were going. Sc ve were firnly determined
to breek down the Prussian typec of high-ranking officers,
to introduce really Jepanized system, and thus to lay
& ccrner-stone for the work of the unificetion of
officers and nen and cf the pur:zat=on of the army. In
doing so, we made up our minds not to covet for our
own pronotion nor to enter the Staff College though
all of us were endowed with talents, but tc she satisfied
with being officers attached to the units in the
rural distrists, '

But, on the contrery, most rniecmbers of t he other
group were graeduated fromn the Staff Collrze &nd
served as the Steff of the central militery authorities,
taking the position where they nore or less vielded'
power. /[nd they had access to the al werhere cof rising
Germeny, Italy, etc., and their Fascistic inclinaticn
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gradually became conspicuous. The first and plein manifes-
. tation of such inclination wes what might be called t he
Merch Incident (in the 6th year of Showa, or 1931).
On hearing that such a big incident, slthough it ended in
an attempt, was left to itself by the central military
authorities at that time, the young officers in local
districts, who had often been oppressed unreesonebly by
ther, were furiously indignant. Some of thenm held
such positive views that, if they stick only to the local
autononous novenents as before, they could not know when
any incident might breek out; therefore they should keep
watch closely on riovements of those Fascistic staff of the
central military suthorities end, if necessary, plunge
volunterily into the movements before hand ta prevent
the Fasclst revolution cr to induce the movements by
rectifying them, into the purge of the Arny end the
national reformation in the Japanese manner. Both groups,
however, could not be in harmony after all and after the
October Incident, came to show more and more marked
opposition to each other, Of course, some of many young
officers joined for a while the banner of the staff of the
central military authorities, but before long alncst all
of them perted from it. It was because of the difference
between the fundemental ideas as menfioned above,

Lipart T.room which of our group and the other was
right or wrong, those menbers of both groups who viewed
the then national situation with epprehension were pure-
hearted, although their views were different from each
other. Besldes the both groups, a third group of wise
and cunning officers sat on the fence in the beginning
and later adroltly obtatned power, meking itself the
nucleus in constructing Japan in whet might be called
German style., We were, on the contrary, oppressed
and even branded by them with infany,

In this connection we feel regret even now,

During these times Mr, LRAKI admonished and
suppressed us for reconsideration, but never cpproved of
our actions. Every time such unlawful neesures as the
Merch, the October, the May 15, the Februsry 26 incidents,
etc. were to be teken or were taken, Mr, LRAKI strongly,
adnonished ne and young fellow-officers atressing that
the officer of the Imperial ALrmy should not assume such
ettitude as in those incidents.

L. Reletions of ycung officers with Merch Incident;
'October Incident' May 15 Incident' and 'February 26
Incident’,

The 'Merch Incident', as universally known already,
1s an attempted coup d'etat which was designed in absolute
secret by generals and field-officers of the central
authorities cf the Lrmy (such es the Var Ministry and
the Genersl Steff) and to which young officers in loecal
districts had no relation at all.

The 'October Incident' is an extension and
expansion of the 'March Incident' with the exception
thet leadership was transferred to fiell-officers of
the General Staff. Some of the young officers were
concerned with this Incident which, as mentioned here-
inafter, was pecified before the fact by Mr. LRAKI'S
desperate persuasion,

In the 'lay 15 Incident' no young officer fron
the Lrny perticipeted as the result of prudence on the
part of the young officers who had confidence in General
ARLKI, but only military cadets did. The cadets, who did
not understand the circumstances thoroughly owing to
thelr youthfulness, and were carried away by erdcur,
complied with the inducement of young neval officers
and took action, severing conmunication with the young
rnilitery Officers,
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The 'February 26 Incident' took place as follows:
v Young officers of the units in Tokyo who were the nucleus of
the Incident bscame indignant at hewing the report of
transferring the First Division to Manchuria and roused
themselves to action intending to purge the Lrmy in order
to check such neasures end at the same tinme to carry cut
resclutely the netional reformation et & stroke.
When they rose to action, no conmunication was made with
the majority of young officers in local districts.
4nd what was noteworthy was that these officers who rose
up assuned an attitude of not placing confidence in Genceral
LRLKTI, That is, they thought thet if Generel LRLIZI, who
held poderate view, learyed even e bit of “their plot, he
would imnedietely persuade them to stop it by explaining
the spirit of the Inpsrial Arny. Therefore they strictly
concealed their plan from him so as not to be interrupted
by hin, as they were resolued to risk their lives this

tine, |
The main object of those incidents mentioned

ebove was to get rid of the corruption prevailing in the
nation.

Reletion between General ARLKI end Young Officers.

Xq The reason why General [RLKI was brought forward
&s the head in the October Incident. _

There were two reason why General ARLETI was
brought forwerd as the head in this Incident. Firstly,
radicel eleunents who played the leading part in the
October Incident were on the field-officer level, so it
was necessary for them to bring forward somecne bron
anong gencrels as their robot head. Secondly, they
thought that by having e figure of moral influence as the
centre, they would be able to win the hearts of the people
end to rnobilize on & lerge scale the revclutionary
influences, For these reascns the leaders in the Octcber
Incident selected General LR.LII as .their head.

It is a matter of course that General LRLKI himself was

not concerned with the Incident at all, but on the
contrary, the result was that they were suppressed by LR.KI
wheom they brought forward as their head.

General LRAKI's ection which suppressed the
'October Incident' mekes nanifest his character of strong
norel sense, | -

The rnnilitary heads at that time (Wer Minister
MINLMI, Jiro, Chief of the General Staff IINALY., Henzo,
etc, ) who were informed of the plot before the fact
were smberrassed as to how to deal with it, called. then
Lt. General /JULKI, Chief of the General [ffairs Depart-
nent of the Office of Inspector General of Military Training,
who was a senior on the Vice-llinister level at that time,

end ordered hin to investigate and suppress the plot,
Lfter he investigated it, he understood that Lt.
Colonel HLSHIMOTO, Major CHO, Isenu, etc., were their
leaders and went to en inn &t Tsukiji in Tokyc where they
stayed, when he, considering possible danger, was
accompanied by Colonel OIZJIURL, Yasuji (later General --
then Chief of the appointment Section of the War Ministry).
. There he met Major CHO, e¢te. and telked to then earnestly,
then some of them showed en attitude of reconsidering the
nmatter. ALRLKI continued to talk to them calmly even
eriidst the threatening atmosphere and finally succeeded
in persuading CHO., Colonel OEAMUR/. who sat by hin,
considering it dangerous to stay longer, brought LR.LKI
back ageinst his will and had him report to General MINLMI,
the Minister of Wer cn the details of his interview with
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. them. Afterwards the militery heads took the measures to
haeve military policemen detain several leaders of the plot
and put then under protective custody on the ground
that such leaders gaethered only to talk together, and

. thus the netter was peacefully settled,

Innedietely before the so-called'October Incident’',
I (who was then a first lieutenant attached to the Third
Infantry Regiment end in Tokyo) visited slone Lt, Gen,
LRAKI et his private residence end alluded to ny views and
ny desperate resolution by referring Lo social conditions,
Then Lt. General LRLIT, with Colonel OBLTL, Toshishiro
(then Instructor at the Staff College -- later Lt. General)
whe was just there with us, reprimanded ne Strongly and
adononished ne earnestly that young officers should be
nore frudent, quoting such instences as the 'lierch Incident’,
etc, which occurred in the past and saying that private
activities of the Imperial:ﬁrmy'would bring disgrace on the
Inperial Lrny. Thersupon I ccnveyed what he told ne to
other fellow-officers. As the result, all of our group
cane to hold prudent views since then.

_ One of _those concerned with the Incident told ne
that, if Lt. Generel LRAKI had not teken such desperate
ections of suppressing young Officers on one hand ang
checking the leaders of the plot on the other, hend the
'October Incident' night have broken out and brought about
serious confusion,

35 That young officérs did not push AR/KI's
appointnent to the post of Wai Minister,
Lis rentioned above, it wes entirely due to Lt,

General ARGLKI's desperate persuasion of young officers

that the October Incident was succesfully prevented.

Inspector General of Military Training MUTO end every
nilitery head else thought that, when the aftermath of the

Incident still remeined and indicetions to make another

attenpt in secret were pronounced, the prevention of confusicn

of the Arry and the stabilizetion of the nation could

defend only on the personality and ability of Lt. Gen.

LRLKT, I wes told by Lt, Gen, OBLT/, Toshishiro

later that the ideas of those heads chiefly ceused Mr.

LRLKI to assume the position of Wer Minister. In this

connection there was no faect thet the, young officers

pushed LRLKI's assunmption of the position, Needless to

say, the young officers' position was low, therefore thers

was no roon ror such political maneuver as pushing his
assunption of the post of War Minister and they had

little necessity to do so, Because we did not expect

LRLKI's abllity so nuch in the capacity of the Viar

Ifinister es in the cepacity of Inspector General of Military

Training.

3. Extensive chenge in Personnel after LRLGKI's

| Inauguration,
On his assuning office as War Minister in Decenber

1931, ILt. General. ALRAKI took a resolute step of changing

the staff in the Arnmy on guite & large scale. He trans-

ferred without exception the unlewfully radical elenents
who had been in Tokyo since the March Incident

to the posts in local forces in order to, have then

devote themselves to military service. As o result, the

War Minister LRLKI becane the target of resentnent on the

part of those extrenists who abused hin as the heed of

"the Meintaining the .Status Guo Group" .

L. Circunstances under which Military Officers

Held Prudent Uffitude to ward.the lay 15 Incident
Heving undergone the October Incident, the

Young Officers of the Arnmy thoroughly studied the truth

ebout the March Incident and with decpened contenplation
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universal principle which governs any place and eny tine.
Thus they pronised to take & legal step excluding such
unlawful ectivities as before and agreed never to

connit eny resh and rechless scts in future, placing
full confidence in War Ifinister LRAKI, a person of
absolute sincerity and loyality. . The gradual chenge

of the freme of nind on the part of those young officers
was in fact the fruit of the carnest and pursuading
instructions given both publicly and privately, by

such Generals as ARAKI and OBATA, taking adnantege of
every opportunity.

Previous to the May 15 Incident, young naval
officers disclosed there program to the young officers
of the Lrny and asked them to participate in the action
in cooperation with them. As the arny officers declined

the request the navy officers secretly approached nmilitapy

cadets, Consequently, it becanue inpossible for the
young officers of the Aray to know what kind of talkings
were golng on ariong the conspirators., Before that tine
in Januery 1932, I was dispatcked to the front

from the 1lllrd Infantry Reginent Joining in the force
Liobilized lastly for the SHANGH/I Incident 1.
Hostilities on the Continent, however were soon
suspended and early in May that year I returned to
TOKY0. I wes told by ny friends of the occurences in
Ly absence, One of ther: said to rme; "In these days

we are inforned of nothing as to the activities anong
nilitary cedets, There are at least, some facts which
indicate that they are plotting sone thing in secret
connunication with the naval side. Will you stert to
inquire into the situation at once?"

On this request, I took every possible measurc for that
purposs, but about a Tort night was spent in vain
without getting eny inforrnetion,

On the evening of lMey 15, I came to know of the
occurrence of the Incident by the elarning news of en
eXtre. I was esfounded, To rmeks sure the facts of the
event, I hurried to the Wer lMfinister's officlal residence
The War !linister wes not in, for he attended the Cabinet
neeting., I net nej-Generel OR.TA who heppened to be
there to whom I renarked as follows:

"I believe thet young officers of the Army will:
in obadience to the instruction of Var Minister /R.LKT,
not dare corrit any reckless action this tine,

Please try to save the situetion without any
anxiety about this point. I assert in conclusion thet
the prudent attitude of the young nilitary officers
towerd the May 15 Incident wes es atated above, the
VEery result of the eppropriate direction by Generals
LRIKT end OBILT.tﬁt.

5a Disappointnent of the IZ.KUSHIN (Reformetion)
Group as to /LR.KI

In the pacification of the October Incident,
in the extensive purge after the March Incident end
in keeping the young officers ----asaloof fron the May
15 Incident ete, LRAKT always played his inportent role,
thus supressing the ectivities of the XALKUSHIN Group
which tended to appeal to an illegel and radical step.
This caused & great disappointment anong the KLKUSHIN
Group. Disappointment turned into reproech, and then
into abuse, until at last it becane an exclusive
attitude, which was neterielized on the occasion of
the SHIMPEITLI Incident in July 1938, The terrorists
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followed.hR&KI, 85 One of the nembers of the SLITO
‘ Cabinet, for his life then,

Situction in the LArny after LRLKI's Retirenent

1. XODO Group and TOSET Group
&, People offen refers to the KODO Group and
TOSEI Grou

cleer the situetion in the Lrny in those
dﬁySi

e A AR T T

OUp was .not the nane by which the
neribers cellod thenselves, Since the tine prior to

his inauguration ag Wap Minister, Gews™Mi1 /RIXT often
enployed the word "XODO" op t he Znperor's Vlay in his
Specch. People began to call, helf in fun, a group
Of those who respected /[RLKI's personality and gave
nental support to hin the KODO Group. Of course,
this tern wes need by their antegonits, too.

IS regards the nenec of the "TOSEI" or Control

| Group, I don't know its etyriology. Howover, it night
be agein a Spontaneous title dediceted to & group of

nilitery officers who were inclined to the centralisn

under totel control and held the principle of powerful
control and inosisted on controlled sc

tenance of order in the Lrny

of the nation. This conpeny stood ageinst the nove-

ﬂ nent of self-zoverning young orficers and, taking every
a | opportunity, suppressed such & novenent., The

difference of the besic opinion between the two
naturelly gave rise to the two ants

however, were not orgenised at all,

Our coripeny of young officers, however, took

| their own independent position and called thenselves
i

| "orficers of the KOXUTATI-GENRI Group (or Nationel
Polity Principle Group)" in order to draw = line between
then end other groups. To add, the idea of the

KWCHTTLT-GENRI Group had, strictly spesking, certein
' rent from thet of the KODO Group,

of our group to placs confidence in Generals
O our respect ernong those in the KODO Group.
beinz the ceSe, the TOSEI Group regarded us to be
included in the KODO Group in a wide sonse.

Subsequently, the TOSEI Group's ettack upon the XKODO

Group was carried out sinultaneously and in perallel with

the suppress upon the young officers of the KO UTI-
GENRI Group,

b. Basic difference between the KODO Group and the
TOSEI Grcup.

e

and for the reforrnation

e
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| this was too conspicuous & fact to be overlooked,
The basic difference between the two grcups shall be
explained brie 1y as follows:

The KODO Gr oup

deened the Enperor's gracious wish
to realize the worlgd

peace to be the way for the
also the spirit of the Jf panesg

Lirny. The devoted thenselves to the traininz of the

Lrny es a guarentec for the defense and reintenance of the
world peace,

Personages representative of this group were
Generals [ RLKI M.SLKT and OB.T/.,

Especially General
LRLKT was an inportant leader, llake a study cn the idea
he entertained and the spirit con

which he stood, and
the truth of the KODO Group will be understood,

| -
¢

« S0 I will nake sone explanation e€bout then
SO0 a8 to neke

ononyy for, the ryin-

gonizing fections, which,
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[.s I nentioned berore, General .iLld was & norallst
with a firo belief., Now I will explein what sort of
opinion he had about "relation between the end and the
neans." His opinion about this point wes thorough-geing.
What I heard frou hin about it will be sunned up as
follows: ™yhen we take a certein noeans, whether there
is a sting of conscience or not becomes the best oriterion
of our condunt, coma neople say ‘the end' justifies
the npence', btut a gnod end never justifies a wrong
pneans. Jn life tnere are nob a Tew CusSes where an
intention to attairn & just osject with & just [leans
confronts & great cbetacle, 4Lin 3tth a case, One who
has & sensitive conazience is liabie to te at a loss
which to zgl=zct, to give up a Jjusk enag or to resort to
an unjust ceans. 1t 1s a tragedy cf conacience., Vo,
however, geiviug through such a tragic »light, nust
choose & faic neens for a just esnd. You nust heve a
firn belief *thet though you nighn be defcated Ior o
while, you wiil thus after all chtain the finel victory."
/s for-his view of war, he told no a&s follows: "OI'-
course, I an egainst such a sort of rniilitarisn as
intends to swallow up weeker natioans by depending
upon militery strength, and thereby to satiafy avarice.
However just end fair such objects as proclaining tne
KODO (T.N The Imperiel Vay) or the peace of Orient
or of the Viorld rey be, it would never be the way T or
Jepen to resort to a war for attaining those objects,.”
Furtherrniore, he went so far as ©To say thet if the
Japanese forces should be used for an aggressive war,
Jepen would inevitebly be led to ruin and the forces
would prove anyuaing but KOGUN or the Inperial forces,

Wnet I nentioned above shows his renarkable
meirts, Fowever, in the situation at hone &8 nd abroad
at thab tine, I saw thet morallisn he advocated all the
tine was oT4en drawn into & trop by an unexpected
unsir and unjust neans of the opponent. It wes a
pity thzs avter his assunption of the position es tho
Ministcr of VWar he was criticized as being short of
politiczal ebility and that he was obliged, afuer resigning
his po3t, 10 wink, with deep agong and neloncholy,
at the ~r.s.s inko which Jepen was led by the pesslon
for war ard a% hei olunging hereself into &n abyss of
nisfcrtona bossuse of 4ne morrlisn in which he
stood T.v1:, of his politicel powerlessness due to his
being away fron an inportant position and of his
uprightazes, It is, however, & settled opiricn that
once ona r:zhtsousnesas in hin nakes hin indignent, he
ventuess foruh wisth so surprisingly thorough~zoing
attibuds end proves himself self scerificing and
synpathetic, when he displays his great ablilivy.

So far es 1 know, it 1s at eny rate e pertinent renark
thet it is the best way to irritete /RALKL.

On the contraery, a renarkable feature of the
TOSEIN. or the Control Group was that it hed a
tendency to sdhere to e sort of Machavellisn which:
teaches, "the ond justifies the neans." Therefore,
they nede always the best use of their wisdon at hone
or ebroad to obtein power., After 1934 (Showe 9)
they caused tho IODOHL or the Triperial VWey Group
to fall and in 1936 (Showa 11) they disrupted the
O UT..I-CEIRI-H. or the Principlcs ol Netional
Polity SBroup. «.8 the result they cerie to hold real

power at hono.
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*The February 26 Incident and Junlor Officers

1, Why it occurred?

The direet and real cause of the Incident has not
yet been rmde clear,

Most of those junlor officers who rose to action
in the Incident wore attached to the units in the

Iletropolis, To the TOSEIHL or the or the Control Group
they were the finsl force which resists the Group and
the finel objective which the Group intonded to drive
- out, Lbout thosc called "the TOSEIHL" or the Control
Group who were mostly ebsorbed in foroign problerns,
junior officers nad misgivings. The Junior officers
were always restraining then fron doing any attenpts,
Therefore, the Group felt the utnost epprchensicn and
ineinvenicence as to those junior officerw stationed
in the lletropolis where then wes the ocnter of the
/rny, end at least decided upcon the transfer of the lst
Division to llanchurie. It was an unprecedented case,
Getting & news thrt such an exceptional neasure
was taken egainst the lst Divisionwhich had never been
rioved except for a great wer beceuse of its duty for
naintaining peace and order in the lletropolis, those

Junior officers therc, being nuch excited and indignant
and feering thet the TOSEIH. or the Ccntrol Group

might at last carry out its ocwn policy as it likes,
innediately opened & conference and deliberated
together upon neasures against it, as the result of
which the positive plen, overconing the negative
cns, was adopted. I hecerd ebout this fact fron junior
officers belonging to the kletropoliten units, It
was, under these circunstences, inevitable for them to
.take such & step, though they knew, of course, the
unlawful neens was wrong. Now that they were deternined
to rise to eection, they tried not only to strike down
the TOSETIH. or the Control Group, but also to ge so far
88 to bring ebout an over-sll revolution of the State,
I, being atteched to & loecal reginent, did not directly
perticipate in their sction, but I came to be punished .
€8 a synpathizer. Here lies e lot of dubious points,
The triel of this Incident was held in seccret
end it was & sort of revolutionary triel. This trial
was cerried on accerding to a plot premared befcrsliand;
no dersnce, no attenienc> end noc anpeai beins peraitied,
The ace'i8ei concernei ware sentencas 4o nmiedsvernined
penalvics. This elso caused us to enteritsir a lot
of questicaos,

Whern ke held the position of the Flucation Minister .

LRI Confessed thet it was an endlass azeny cthat he
could not render his service Tor oringing the Chi

China
i(ffalr tc an end because of his being a agenerel o2 the
reserve liat, T

-; weing full of irdigvation at seeing
great exp=iliounions of thoughtful people betraved et
every chargs of thé Geovernmnent end the China /frair
developing inic tae CGrest Bestern Lsia Ver, Ofter
celled on [ R\.IT ani azked for his instructiocn., I
thus always liezsi pridens.

2. Reeson why shey Iied nothing to do with /.RLITT
Sorie of the oflicers rising in the Fen. 22 TIncident
were of tha sco-~:za"led TWITJLLI GENRT H. (National-
Polity-Priagnipie-Croen; and ought to suppois the X0DO
H. (Inperial-Vay-Grcun!. They, however, shunned Cenerel
LRLET (Then the Ouprene Viar Conncillor) in this Incident.
They, althougn raspected [RLKI‘s character, did
not like his ricderateness and patcrnalism. Especially
these was a difference between /RLKI's point of view

and theirs con "the relation between the end and the
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means." They thus came to shun General LRLKI in such
. an energency., 7The young officers were of course
against lMachiavellism edvocated by the Control-Party.

They were, however, nore or less discontented with
General [LRLEI who striotly restricted their action saying
that in eny case, just neans should be taken for o
Jllﬂt end,

Ihfter all, Gemeral /[RLAKI remained from the
beginning to the end a moralist with a firn bellef,
+He, being against both Fascian and Militarisnm, took
charge of the disposal of affairs after the Menchuria
Incident and put dcwn the hostilities with the Shanghail
Incident,

From the China Incident to the Great iast l[isia War,
he always took e stand againat them, In the Lrny
circles, however, anyone once removed fron the active
118t became quite powerless toward the Lrny and; even
while in active service, the voice of those in the

position with no personnel power was made light of
by the staff officers in the eentral position of
planning and execution. Such belng tha actual
circunstances, it was unavoidable that LRAKI, an
old General once renoved from the agtive list,
looked on the changes of the times all along in
silence and agony, But it was really regrettable
that he could not show his seriousness of his
personality and display his abllity for the sake of
saving our nation,

After all, General LRLKI is & tregic character
enidst a great revolution of history, Nevertheless, in
the last days of a tragic cheracter, the essence of his
personality is mede manifest end enits its real light,
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On this 5th dey of September,l9L7

At_IM,T.F.E,

DEPONENT SUGANAMI, Seaburo (seal)

I, hereby certify that the above

Statemsnt'was swonn by the Deponent, who affixed his

signature and seal thereto in the presence of this witness.

On the sane date

Lt the sane

P ————— ——————————————

Witness: (signed) HLSUOKL, Tekaakd (seal)




OLTH

In accordance with ny conscience I sweai-to tell

tio shele truca wivhholding nouhing and adding

nothing.

SUCLJULMT, Saburo  (seal)




