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: December 1M, 1939

: Excerpt from pages 505-506
ATPEAL BY THE FIMNNISH GCVERNI ENT.
The Tresident -- The jssembly has today adopted, in virtue

of article 15 of the gcovenant, its report on the appeal by the

Finnish goverrment, At the end of this report, there are twvo
resclutions, the second containing a recommendation by the ,ssemply

| to the council, 7T should like to remind you of the text of this
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second resolution;
nwyhereas, notwithstanding an invitation extended to it on two
occasions, the imion of Soviet Socialiat Republics has refuseec

to be present at the examinution of its dispute with Finland

before the Ccuncil ant the Assembly;
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v;nd whereas, by thus refusing to recognize the duty of the

council and the ,ssembly as regards the axccution of jirticle '

15 of the gevenant, it has failed t> observe core of the Jecague's

most cssential covenants for the safeguarding o peace and the
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security of nations;

npnd whereas it has vainly attempted to justify its refusal

on the ground of the relations which it has established with

an alleged covernment which is neither de jure nor de facto
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the government recognized by the people of Finland in accordance
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with the free working of their institutions;

n;nd whereas the tmion of govict gocialist pepublics has not

merely violated & covenant of the Jeajue. but has by its own

action placed itself outside the Covenant;

n'nd whercas the Council is competent under irticle 16 of the
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ccvenant to consider vhat consequences should follow from this

situation:

mpeccrmends the Council to pronounce upon the guestion,*

AS, in this second resolution, tLe .ssemvly has stuted that the 1
Union of goviet socialist Republics has not merely viclated a covenant
of the Teazue but has by its own action placed itself outside the
covenapt, and as it has recommended the council to pronounce upon the

question, I would renind you of the provisions of Article 16, paragraph

s

v,ny Member of the League which has violated any eovenant of the
1eague n2y be declared to be no longer a l'ember of the League by
vote o1 the council concurred in by the representatives of all

the other pembers of the Lcague represented thereon, "

| ;jrticle 16, paragraph 4, of the Covenant, which 1 have just
read to you, provides for a vote by the rvember of the Lesgue represente?

& on the councile I accordingly submit for the council's aprroval the

following draft resoluion;

vrhe Council,
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ﬂnﬁﬁna taken cggizance of the resolution adopted by the 'é
sssembly on pecémver lhth, 1937, regarding the appeal of

the Finnish governuent;

¢
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w1, ,ssociated itself with the condemnation of the Assembly ?f
of the action of the mion of soviet gocialist nepublics %;

ageinst the Finnish gtuate; and <
5
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w2, For the reasons set forth in the rosolution of the

j‘;s SEIHb ly L]
etn virtue of article 16, paragraph l;, of the Covenant, {

» pinds, that, by 1ts act, the Unicn of coviet gocialist
Republics has placed itscli outsice the League of Nations, |
1t follows that the tnion of soviet gocialist Republics is . !

no longer a lember of the Ieague,." }

T now invite you tc discuss this draft resolution.
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gxcerpt from page 508

rhe president -- The council will take note of the statcmenﬁ? .

that have just been made and, &as abstentions do not count %ﬁg
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establishing unenimity, if there cre no other observations It
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shall take it that the draft resolution has been adopteds
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The resolution was adopted.
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