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I, SUGLNALLT, Sebro, an living at No., 2035, 3-chone,
Hinonya, lleguro-ku, Tokyo City.

I was one of Gen, LRLXI's subordinates and had nany
chances to be brought into contact with his words and
conducts., 1 elso noved as one of what were then celled the
"Young officers.™ So I know quite well whether it is true
or not thet Gen. LRLKI was concerned sbout various kinds of

reforn riovenents, ,
Sorie people made 8 nistake in taking hin for a

nilitarist, while he hinself abherecd ::dlitarisn. The
reasons why such nisunderstanding hed been produced wers,

I thought, two: 1., the stern sttitude toward any matter, which

coriing fron his righteousness; 2, the counter-propa-

ganda mede by his adversaries because of jealocusy sgainst his

fane and of conflicting interests, For oy part as I

at first had-no direct access to ARAKI and heard others
speak of hin, I thought him to be a very nilitant rcconeral.
Yet, contrery to ny preconception of him, he proved to

be & nen of very noderatc thought as I approached hin and
had chances to listen to his opinions. Gen. /RAKI cane tc
uramoto to hold the post of the 6th Division Commander in
/agust in the 4th year of Shows (1929), when I was =a
lieutenant attached to the 4L5th Infantry Reginent in
IV.GOSHIIY. under his conmend. In every instruction which he,
as the commander of the division, issued for the purpose

of gulding and educatine his efficers and nen, stress was
laid on & kind of moralis. which was expressed by the words-
"penetration of the ccnsciiusncss of the Inmperial aroy."
Through his words and riy pusscunl interview with him I

carie tc know thet he was & cevotee to noralisn, His
devosion to moralism never changed after he was tranferred
to Tokyo as the head of the Inspection Department of the
Military ; _ in
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In relation to the so~called "Young officers"”
I. Definition of the "Young officers™

August in the 6th year of Showe (1931),
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here, they indicates those officers
When I say the young Brfiagrs who~held the lieutenant

or sub-lieutenant rank befero and after the Manchurian
Incident and also these having the rank of captain,
lieutenant, or sub-licutenant at the tinc of tho February
'26th Incident, But thosc officers whe bolonged to the
so-called 'Sakura-Kai' (cherry Scciety) or to the TOSEI
Group (Control Group) are nct included in tho sane category.
2. Union of Young officers

Lfter the 1st World Ver, Japen suffered fron her
internal discordances which aggravated year after year,
There were socizl contenpt for the arny, the internal
weakening of the wholo arny, the difficulty of living of the
peasantry which-sent young 1ien to the army, the indolence
of the Geoverament end the erny leaders, the tyrany of the
politicel parties, the sslfishness of Zaibatsu, end the
unspiritedness of foreign nolicy. Indeed, Japan hed been
driven into such & periious situstion that there was no
alternative but to e feuts the netional reforns in order
to pass through the crisis, So it was quite natural thet
this situaticn influenced the rninds of young officers who
were sensitive Lo tho cuvrens tendency,

This led the young officers autononously to start the
naticnel reform novensnts. 8zing not inforned of the
truths, some people rieke a nistake in saying thet LRLKT
end MLZAKT led and agitated the young officers intc the
reform novepents, bBut this is a celunny, which could, as
will be seen later, be traced to the propaganda carrisd on
intentionelly by scme nen., It was scole years after thoso
movements were started thet the ycung officers ceame to
know MASLIT and ARLIT, Lecording to my own experiences,
the movenents by the young orfficers werc already gcing on
in secret, and there alter the 6th year of Showan {1931,
when the March Incideat, the Manchurian Lffair, end the
November Incident took place) thet the connection of
ARLKT end Masaki with the movenents came to be menti.ncd,
hs far as I an concerned when I was a student of' thc
Military lLcadeny, I came to Know MASLKI as its president.
I elso came to know ARLKT as the 6th Division Cormender
in the 5th and 6th years of Shows when I wes attcched to
the L5th Infentry Regiment., But the reletion wes thet of
8 student tc & president and that of a subordincte
officer to & division commander. I have never been led or
agitated by either of the two gcnerals with respect to
the reform principles or ncveilenvs. 1In addition, they
were always in ¢ posation o?f 2UDpl'essors, whenaver
verious kinds cof incidents i t™o erny took place after the
6th yeer of Showa (1931), Frendly specking, some young
radiceli officers vere diszortented with the idea conceived
by LRLKT and M.SL1T; while others, in favour of radical
actions, expressed deep dissatisfection with the moderatencss
of the genersls, Put the respect for ARLTI'S unblemished
character was conion tc all the yeung officers. Thus the
reforn movements by the youug olfficers pursued their cwn
course in respect of tha origia ang devsioprnents., The
youag officers in gensisli wore 2o much inclined to get rid
o the feuwdalistic ciepent and ¢iignish influence lurking
in the arny that they werc cons.dered es acrnful central
arnoy by the aulhorities and were Kept undor close watch
by the military police., Moreover, they werc suppressed
whenever eny matter tock plece. But their spiritual
union became the stronger at every surppressicn. Ve
young officers did not like the then reported "cellM™
nethod of organization used by the Cercunicst perty or
by the Nazls, but thought mueh of the frocderm of the
individual will, Ve were of opinion thnt the netional
unification should be orgenically tensified and consolidated
on the basis of eutcnomy in which the above freedom
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never Infringes others' freedom, and that spiritual
[loveuent of autonony was to be launched in every locality,
» Idiological difference between us young offic ers ;
eénd the other reformists
There seems to be aany people who do not discrininate
between the two categorises when the young officers are
mentioned, ' One cetegory is composed of those young officers
| of lieutenant or Sublieutenant rank who were mostly attached
to the units in the rural distrists and were conducting
the above-nentioned movements of autonomy; while .the
other means those hiddle-aged officers of field officer
renk who werg mostly on the central staff of t he a rmy
end conceived g totelitarien reform thought., So there
was a wide, ideological differcnce between the two
categories. Without a clear ¥nowledge of this difference,
the truths cannot be gresed of the incidents which
ceccurred later on in the &roy. We young officers
| (who will leter be called the young officers), being
. rostly in service with the units in the rural districts,
. were 1n contact with those who enlisted in the erny
each ywer at the age when a perilous thought was
' prévelent. We saw the difficult conditions of 't he
egricultural, nounteinous and fishing villages, and
the corruption of politics end the slackening
disciplince of the army. 'We could not suppe-'s patriotic
passion which léd us to renovation of the nation and &
of the army, Then what vere the principle of our '
netional reform and the main ein of purging the arny?
T hese mey be summed us as fellows;
The young officers oxpected a social evolution by
fneans of the co-operstion and unification of classes
rather not of class-struggle, So their opinion wsas
that in Jepen the Emperor should te, on the basis of
Japan's history ena treditions, the spiritual centre
0T the people which trenscended classes, and thet
the whole people being knitted by the tie of the
Eaperor, should establish on the principle of organic
solldarity, 8'family-nation,' pregnant with the love
of brotherhood,
The purgation of the arny, which was intended for
the ideological Wakening of high-ranking officers,
| was felt prerequisite to the nationel reform.
Meenwhile, egoisnm consisting in a keen desire
to get on in the world prevailed among army officers.
In particular, the conbinod pover cof' the acadenic
clique couposed of the Sta<c+ Collicge graduates who
thought thenselves to ke privii.ged and the
‘ eudelistic clique forned on -l.superable cbstacle,
We anticipated not a few difficulties lying in ambush
on the way we were going. So ve were firnly deternined
to break down the Prussian type of high-ranking officers,
to introduce really Jepanized systeri, and thus to lay
& corner-stone for the work of the unificetion of
1 officers and nen and cf the purgation of the army. In
doing so, we made up our minds not to covet for our
own pronotion nor to enter the Staff College though
all of us were cndowed with talents, but tc she satisfied
with being officers attached to the units in the
| rurel distrists.
| But, on the contrary, most rmembers of t he other
group were graduated fron the Staff College and
served as the Steff of the central nilitery authorities,
taking the position where they nore or less wiclded
| power. /find they had access to the atnosphere of rising :
Germeny, Italy, etc. end their Fascistic inclination 1
il
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gradually beceme conspicuous. The first and plain manifes-
tation of such inclination wes what might be called t he
Merch Incident (in the 6th year of Showc, or 1931),
On heering thet such a big incident, although it ended in
an atveapt, wes left to itself by the central military
authorities at thet time, the young officers in local
districts, who had oftun been oppressed unreesonebly by
then, were furiously indignant, Some of then held
such positive-views- that, if they-stick only to the loecal -
autoneomous movements as before, they could not know when
any incident might bresk ouv; therefore they should Keep
watch closely on movements of those Fusdéistic staff of the
central military suthorities end, if necessary, plunge
volunterily intc thi movements before hand to prevent
the Fescist revolution cr to induce the novements by
rectifying them, into the purge cof the Lrmy end the
national reformation in the Japanese manner., Both groups,
however, could not be in hermony after all end after the
October Incident, cene to show more and more marked
cpposition to each cther, OF course, some of meny young
officers joined for a while’ the bannsr of the staff of the
central military authorities, but before long elncst all
cf thenm parted from it. It was tecause of the difference
between the fendenental ideas as nenfiored abcve,

fipart from which of .our grcup end the other was
right or wrong, those meribers of both groups who viewed
the then netional situetion with apprehension were pure-
hearted, although their views were dirferent from each
other., Besides the boih grovps, a third group of wise
and cunning officers sat on “ho fence in the beginning
and laeter edrcitly obteinad powar, paikine itself the
nucleus in constructing Junsn in whet night be called
German style., We were, on the contrery, oppressed
and even brended by them with inl'any,
In this connection we feal egret even now,

During these times Mr. LRLKI adrionished and
suppressed us for reconsideration, btut never Epproved of
our ections. Bvery time such unlawful neasures as the

lUerch, the Octcber, the May 15, the February 26 incidents,

etc. were to be taken or were taken, Nr. LRAKT strongly,
ednonished me end young fellow-officers etressing that
the officer of the Imperinl aruy snould not assume such
attitude as in theose incidents. '

L. Relaetions of yeung off'icers with lerch Incident;
'October Incident' Mey 15 Incident' ang 'February 26
Incident?', *

The 'llarch Incident', as universally known already,
is en attenpted coup d'etat which was designed in absolute
Secret by generels end field-cfficers of the central
autherities cf the Arny (such es the Ver llinistry and
the Generel Steff) end to which young officers in local
districts hed no relation at all,

The 'October Incident' is en extension and
expansion of the 'Merch Incident' with the cxception
thet leadership was trensferred to fiell-officers of
the General Steff., Sone of the ycung officers were
concerned with this Incident which, as menticned here-
inafter, was pacified before the fact by Mr. LR/AKI's
desperate persuasion,

In the 'Ry 15 Incident' no young officer fron
the Lrmy perticipeted as the result cf -prudence on the
part of the young cfficers who had confidence in General
ARLKT, but only nmilitary cadets did. The cadets, who dia
not understand the circwastances thoroughly owing to
thelr youthfulness, end were carried awey by ardour,
comnplied with the inducement of young neval officers
and took action, severing connunication with the young
mnilitery Officers,
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The 'February 26 Incident! took place as follows;
Young offiners of tre units in Tokyo who were the nuecleus of
the Incident be-rme indignant at hewing the report of
transferring the Firss Division to Manchuria and roused
themselves to mction intending to Purge the Lrmy in order
to check such teesurces and at the same tine to carry out
resclutely the netional reformation et & stroke.
When they rose to action, ro conmunication was nade with
the majority of young of'f'icers in iocal districts,
tnd what was noteworthy was thot these officers who rose
up 2ssuned an attitude of not placing confidence in General
LRLKT, Tras 18, they thought thet ir General LRLIT, who
held necderate view, laeryed even e bit of their plot, he
would imrmiedietely be=svade then to stop it by explaining
the spirit of the Imperial.ﬂrmy. Therefore they strictly
concealed their plan from him S0 &8 not to be interrupted
by hin, as they were resolued to risk their lives this

The main object of those incidents mentioned
above was to get rid of the corruption prevailing in the
nation,

Reletion betweey General ARLKT end Young Officers.
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i 59 The reascn why General /RAKT was brought forward
€8 the hsad in the October Incident,

There were two reason why General ARLKT was -
brought forverd as the head in this Incident, Firstly,
radicel elecuents who played the leading part in the
October Incident were on the fileld-officer level, so0 it
W83 necessary for them to bringz forward scneone bron
Anong genorals as their rokbat head, Secondly, they
thought that ny heving ¢ figure of noral influence as the
centre, tusy wculd be &ble to win the heepts of the people
ant to nchilize on & large scale the revciutionary
influances, Tor these reascns the leaders in the Octcber
Incldent ealected General IRLIT gs their head,

I¢ is 8 =matcor of course that General LRAIT himself was

not concerusi with the Incident at all, but on the
Connrury, the result was that they wers Suppressed by LRLKI
Whon they brougnt forward as their head, _

GGneral LRAKI's sction which suppressed the
"October Incident! rekes ronifest his character of Streng
norel sense,

The nilitary heeds at that tine (Wer Minister
MINGMT, Jiro, Chief of the General Starff I WYL, Henzo,
etc, ) who were inforned of the plot before the fect
were smbarrassed &s to how to deal with it, called then
Lt. General AIAKT ) Chief of the General [ffairs Depart-
nent of the 0ffice of Inspector Gezeral of lMilitary Training,
Who was e senicr on the Vice-linister level et thet time,
and ordered hin to investigate and suppress the plot,

Lfter he investigated it, he understood that Lt,
Colenel HLSHIMOTO, Major CHO, Isenu, ete. were their
leaders and went to en inn et Tsukiji in Tokyo where they
stayed, when he, considering possible danger, was

accompenied bty Colonel OIIMURA | Yesuji (leter General --

then Chief of the éppointment Section of the War Ministry).
There he net Mo jor CHO, gte., and telked to them.earnestly,
then some of then showed en attitude of reconsidering the
natter. LRLIT continued to talk to then calnly even
enidst the threatening atnosphere and finally succeeded

in persuading CHO, Colonel OKAMUR/. who sat by hin,
considering it dangerous to stay longer, brought LRLKT
back against his will and had hin report to General.MIN&MI,
the Minister of War on the details of his interview with
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them., AfYterwards the nilitary heads took the nmessures to
heve military policemnen detain several lecdsrs of (he plot
and nu% thasn uader protective custody on the gZiound
that such leaders gathered only to talk together, and
thus the nctter was peacefully settled,

Innmedietely beforce the so-called'October Incident',
I (who was then a first lizutenman®t cttached to the Third
Infantry Regiment end in Tokyo) visited alcne Lt. Gen,
LRLKT 2t his private residence end alluded to ny views and
nmy decsperate resolution by referring Lo soclel conditions,
Then Lt. General LRLIT, with Colonel OELDL, Toshishiro

“*(then Instructor at the Steff College -- later Lt. General)

who waes just there with us, reprinanded ne strongly and
admonished ne earnestly that young officers.should be
nore frudent, quoting such instences as the ‘lrrch Incident’',

‘etc. which occurred in the past and saying thet private

activities of the Imperial farny would bring disgrace on the
Inperial Lrny, Thereupon I ccnveyed what he told ne to
other fellow-officers. As the result, all of our group
canme to hold prudent views since then,

Orie of those concerned with the Incident told mne
that, if Lt, Cenerel LRAKT pad not taken such desperate
acticns of supnressing young Officers on one hand and
checking the lcomders of the plot on the other, hend the
'October Incident' might havs broken out and brought about
serious confusion, \

Le That young officers did not push ARIKI's
appointnent to the post of Wer Ministar,

.8 rentioned ebove, it wes entirely due to Lt,
General LRLKI's desperate peravasion of young officers
that the October Incident waa sucecesfully prevented.
Inspector Genersl of Military Treining IMUTV end every
pilitary head else thought thet, when the eftermath of the
Incident still rermeined and indicetions to make another
atterpt in secret were pronounced, the provention of confusion
of the Lrny and the stabilization of the naticn could
defend only on the personality and ability cf Lt. Gen.
LRLIT. I wes told ty Lt. Gen, ORLTLA, Toshishiro
leter thet the idees of those heads chiefly caused Mr.
LRLXTI to essune the position of Ver Minister. In this
connection there was no fect that the young officers
pushed LRLII's assunption of the position. Needless to
say, the young officers' position was low, therefore there
was no roou for such political meneuver as pushing his
agsunption of the post of War Minister and they hed

-1ittle necessity to do so, Because we did not expect

LRLKI's ability so much in the cepacity of the Ver
Minister £s8 in the cepacity of Inapector General of Militery
Treining,
3 Extensive chenge in Personnel after LRGLKI'S
= - Inauguration,
| On his assuning office as War linister in Decenber
1931, Lt. General. LRAKI took a resolute step of changing
the staff in the Lrny on quite e large scale, He trans-
ferred without exception the unlewfully rddical elenents
who had been in Tokyo since the March Incident
to the posts in local forces in order to have then
devote themselves to military service. As & result, the
War Minister LRLXI becane the terget of resentrient on the
part of those extremists who abused hin as the heed of
"the Meintaining the Status Quo Group"
b Circumstances under which Military Officers
Held Prudent LAffitude to werd the llay 15 Inclident
Heving undergone the October Incident, the
Young Officers of the iArny thoroughly studied the truth
about the March Incident and with decpened contenplation

N




= . — __M
- - ] g \-

i - *--- —

|
.
I

- -_-'.__,-_‘

and careful reflection opened their eyes to the
principle upon which Japan's national polity had its
base and came to realize that the present Jepan should be
eleveted to e moral country in accordance with the
universal priuciple which governs any place and eny tine,
Thus they pronised to take & legsl step excluding such
unlawful ectivities es before and egreed never to
connlt eny resh and rechless actd in future, placing
Tfull confidence in War lfinister ARAKI, a person of
alisolute sincerity-and loyality, The gradual chenge
of the freme of mind on the part of those younz officers
wes in fact the fruit of the carnest and pursueding
Instructions given toth puulicly and privately, by
such Q(enerals as LRAKI end OBATA, taking ednantege of
every ocpportunity,
Previous to the May 15 Incident, young naval
officers disclosed there progranm to the young officers
v of the Lrny end asked them to participate in the action
in cooperation with them. 4s the erny officers declined
the request the navy officers secretly epproeched nilitery
cadets, Consequently, it bsceme impossible for the
young oI'ficers of the Arny to know what kind of telkings
were going on ariong the conspirastors, Before that tine
in Januery 1932, I wes dispetckzd to the front
fror the 1lllrd Infentry Regiment joining in the force
riobilized lastly for the SHANGHLI Incident 1.
Hostilities on the Continent, however were soon
suspended sné serly in May that year I returned to a
TOKYO, I was told by ny friends of the occurences in : g
ny absence, One of ther ssld to me; "In these days i
ws are inforued of nothing e&s to the esctivities among
| nilitery cedets., There sre et least, some facts which
indicete that they are plotting some thing in secret
corimunication with the naval side, Will you stert to
inquire into the situstion at once?"
On this request, I took every possible measurc for that
purpose, but ebout e fort night was spent in vain
without getting eny inforoetion. :

On the evening of May 15, I came to know of the
occurrence of thes Incldent by the slarning news of en
extra. I was asfoundeé, To meke sure the fects of the
Hyent, I hurried tc the Wer llinister's officiel residence,

‘@he Wer llinister wes not in, for he attended the Cabinet
neeting, I not nej-Geherel OR'.ThA who happened to be

| there toc whom I rensrked as follows: .

| "I believe thet young offlcers of the Army will
1n obedience to the instruction of Var Minister /.R.LKI,
not dare cornit any reckless ection this tine.

' Please try to seve the situetion without any
anxiety about this point. I mssert in conclusion thet
tha"prudent attitude of the young mnilitary officers
toWard the Mey 15 Incident was es atated above, the
very result of the eppropriate direction by Generals
LRLKT end OBLTY, ,

5. Disappointnent of the IUIUSHIN {(Reformetion)
froup es to LRLKI
In the pacification of the October Incident,
LUhne oxtensive purge after the Margh Incident end
| s geeping the young officers ----galoof fromn the May
'[ ¥8Inoddent etc, JRAKL always pleyed his inportent role,
yhus supressing the activities of the XLKUSHIN Group
I | #hich tended to eppeal to an illegel and radical step.
%pis caused a great disappointment enong the KLKUSHIN

ST RS

-* Uroup, Disappointment turned into reproech, and then
nto abuse, until et last it bscane an exclusive

attltude, which was materielized on the occasion of

ﬁ th?_SHIMPEITQE Incident in July 1938, The terrorists
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followed LRIKTI, as one of thu Nenbers of the SIL.ITO
Cabinet, for his 1ife then,

Situction in the LArny after [RLKI's Retirenent

1. KODO Group and TOSEI Group
&, People offen refers to the KODO Group and

w2OSEL Group.. . So.I will nake sone explenstion &bout ther

gowaa to-nrke 'clear the situetion in ¢he-Lirny in thoseo
ays.,

The KODQ Group wes not the nane by which the
necsbers celled themselves, Since the tirng prior to
his inauguration es War Minister, Genersl /RLKI often
enployed the wvord "IODO"™ or t he Enperor's Vlay in his
Specch. Pceople begen to call, helf in fun, a group
o those who respected LRAKI's personality and geve
nental support to hin the KODO Group. Of course,
thls tern vwes need by their entegonits, too, l

[i8 regards tho nene of the "TOSTI" or Control
Group, I don't know its etynology. However, it night
be egain a spontancous title dediceted to & group of
nilitery officers who were inelined to the centralisn
undun totel conirol and held tha principle of powerful
conurol aud incisted on controlled cconcnyy for, the nfpin-
tenance of oicder in the Lrny end for the refornetion
of tkc natinn, This coopeny stood against the move-
aent of self-gcverning youngz officers and, taking every
OpPrellunivy, suppressed such & novernent. The
diffzrence of the besic opinion between the two

naviually gave rise to the two antegonizing factions, which,

however, were not orgenised ct all,

OQur conpeny of young oI'ficers, however, took
thelr cown independent pesitlon and callcd thenselves
"officers of the KOiUTAI-GCENRI Croup (or Netionel
PLlivy Prineiple Group)"™ in order to drew & line between
thel and nlhor groups. To edd, the idea of the
X0 UTFe . T-0ubay Group had, strictly speaking, certein
porats waicll were different fron thet of the Kopo Group,
But there wes a strong tendency enong the young officers
o our group to place eonfide:nce in Generels worthy
of our respect emoagz those ir the RODO Group. Such
being the cese, the TOSET Group regarded us to be
inzluded in the KODO Crcup ir =z wide sense.

Subzequantly, the TOSET Group’s ettacik upon the KODO
Group was carried out sirultanesvsly end in perallel with
the sunpress upon the young oif'icers of the IKOXUTI-

GENRI Group,

L. DBasic difference between the XODO Group and the
TOSEI Grcup.

<t is eppercntly =a stronge phenonenor thet therc
should exist two groups so strikingly contrested with
each other in the sane Lirny of the sane country. But
this was too conspicuous & feet to be overlocked.

The besic difference between the two grcups shall be
explained brie ly as follows:

The KODO Group decened the Enperor's gracious wish
to realize the world peace to be the way Tor the
people the follow end also the spirit of the Jrpenese
liroyy. The devoted theriselves to the traininz of the
Lrny es & guerantec for the defense end reintenance of the
world peace,

Personages representetive of this group were
Generals (RLKI M.SLKI and OR.T... Especially General
LRLKT was an inportant leader. Make a study on the idea
he enterteined and the Spirit on which he stood, and
the truth of the IODO Group will be understood.,
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Il.s I nentioned beroru, General .JJIO was & noralist
with a Tirn belief. Now I will explein what sort cof
opinion he hed about "relation between the end and the
neans," His opinion about this point was thorough-going.
What I heard froum him about it will be sunned up as
follows: '"Whon we take a certein neons, whether there
is a sting of conscience or not becomes the best criterion
of our conduct, Sone people say 'the end' justifies
ths neans', but a good end never justifles a wrong
neans, In life there are not a few cesos where an
intention to attein & just object with & just neens
confronts & great obstacle., In such a case, one who
has & sensitive conscience is liable to be at a loss
which to select, to give up a just end or to resort to
an unjust neans. It i1s a tragedy of conscience, Vo,
however, getting through such a tragic plight, nust
choose & felr neens for a just end. You nust have a
firn belief thet though you night be defcated for a
whiloe, you will thus after all obtain the finel victory."
Lis for his view of war, he told ne s follows: "Of=-
cocurse, I en egainst such a sort of rnilitarisn as
intends to swallow up weaker netions by depending
upon militery strength, and thereby to satisfy avarice.
However just end fair such objects as proclaining the
X0DO (T.N The Inperiel Vfay) or the peace of Orient
or of the Vorld ey be, it would never be the way for
Japen to resort to & war for attaining those objects,”
Furthernore, he went so far &s to say that 1irf the
Japanese forces should be used for an aggressive war,
Jepen would inevitably be led to ruiln and the forces
would prove anything but XOGUN or the Iuperiel forces,

Whet I nentioned above shows his remarkable
meirts, However, in the situntion at home & nd abroad
at that time, I saw thet noralism he advocated all the
tiue was often drawn into a trop by an unexpected
unfair end unjust neans of the opponont. It was a
pity thet after his assunption of the positlon &8s the
Minister of War he was criticized as belng short of
political ebility and that he was obliged, after resigning
his post, tc wini, with desep egong end neloncholy,
at the crisis into which Jepen wes led by the passion
for war end et hor plunging hereself into an abyss of
ridsfortunc because of the norrlisn in which he
stood firn, of his politicel powerlessness due to his
being away fromn an inportant position end of his
uprightness. It is, however, & settled cpinicn thet
once the rizhteousness in hii nakes hin indignant, he
venturcs forth with so surprisingly thorough-golng
attitude end proves hinself sslf scorificing and
synpethotic, when he displeys his great abllity,

So fer as I know, it is at eny rete & pertinent recoark
thet it is the best way to irritete /R.LIL.

On the contrery, & rererkable feature of the
TOSEIH. or the Control Group was that it had a
tendeney to adhere to e sort of Machavellisn which
teaches, "the cnd justifies the neans." Therefore,
they nedo always the best use of their wisdon at hcne
or abroad to obtein power. /[ fter 1934 (Showa 9)
they caused the IJODOH. or the Inperial Vey Group
to fall end 1in 1936 (Showa 1l1l) they disruphed the
K0IUT:.I-GENRI-H. or the Principles of Netlonal
Polity %Sroup. ..8 the rosult thuy came to hold real
power at hono,




*The Februery 26 Incident and Junior Officers

l. Vhy it occurrad?

The direet ang real cause of the Incident has not
yet been rade cleer, '

Iletropolis. To the TOSEIHL or the or the Control Group
they were thg Tinal force which resists the Group and

)
Junior officers had nisgivings. The junior officers
were alweys restraining then fron doing'any'attenpts.
Therefore, the Group felt the utnost epprehension and
inccnvenience as to those junior officerwm stetioned
in the lletropolis where then wes the center of the
/rny, end at last decided upon the transfer of the 1st
Division to llenchurie, It was 6N unprecedented case,
Getting & news thet Such an exceptionsl rieasure
was taken egainst the 1st Divisionwhich had never been
rloved except for g great wer beceuse of its duty for
taintaining peace ang order in the lfetropolis, those
Jui:ior officers therc, being nuch excited and indignant
and feering thet the TOSEIH/. or the Centrol Group
night at lest CBITYy out its own policy as it likes,
innediately opened & conference and deliberated

one, was adopted, I heard about this fact fron junior
officers belonging to the lietropoliten units. It
wes, under these circumstances, inevitable for then tc
take such & Step, though they knew, of coursu, the
unlawful means was wrong. Now that thoy were deternined
<o rise to 8ction, they tried not only to strike down
the TOSEIH. or the Contrel Group, but also to gc sc far
88 to bring ebout an over-all revolution of the Stete,
I, being attached to a loeel reginent, did not directly
perticipete in thuip action, but I came to be punished
€S 8 synpathizer, Here lies e lot of dubious points,
Tho triel of this Incident was held in secret
end it was & sort of revolutionary trieil. This trisl
was carried on according to & plot prepared beforsiand;
no defonce, ng attenienca and no 8dpeal being pernaitied,
The accusesl concernel wers sentencai to vredavernined
renelitics. This glso causea us to entertein o 10T
of questions,

When he held the position of the FBiucation Ifinister
[ARXKT Confessed thet it was an endlzss aglny chat he
could not. render his service for bringing tne China
iiffair to an end teécausc of his being a general o1 the
reserve list, I, teing full of indigvation at seeing
great expertotioas of thoughtful people betraved gt
every chercs nf tha Gevernnent end the China /ffair
developina iwig taa Grest Eestern Lsis Ver, Ofter
celled on LW.:T gnj asked for-his instructicn, I
thus always ezt prudent,

2. Reeson wry tiiey had ncthing to de with /RLIT

Sone of tiag Gffinsrs rising in the Fep. 22 Tncident
were of the so-zallc¢d IOIDDLT GENRI H. (National-
Pollty-Principic-Croun) and oughi to suppot the ODO
H. (In ¢rial-Vay-Group). They, however, shunned General
LRLIT %Then tEc OSuprene Var Conncillor) in this Incident,
They, elthough respecved L.RLIO's charecter, did
not like his necderatoness ang paternelisn, Especially
these was a difference betweer /R/KI's point of view
and theirs on "the relation between the end and the

= 10"




’is

neans." They thus cesme to shun General LRLKT in such
an energency. The young officers were of course
egainst thhiavellism.advocated by the Control-Party.
They were, however, nore or less discontented with

General LRLIT who Strictly restricted thoir action saying
that' in any case, Just neans should be taken for e
Just end, : |

. After all, General LR.KI renained from the
beginning to the end a moralist with a firnm belief,

“He, being against both Fascian and Hilitarism, took

cherge of the disposel of affairs after the lanchuria

Incident.

From the China Inecident to the Great Zast Lsie War,
he elways took & stang against them. In the Lirny
circles, however, anyone once renoved from the active
1list became quite powerless toward the Lrny and; even
while in active service, the voice of those in the
position with no personnel bower was made light of
by the staff officers in the central position of
planning end execution. ‘Such being the actual
circumstences, it was unavoidable that LRAKI, an
old General once renoved from the active list,
looxed on the changes of the tines all along in
silence and agony. But it was really regrettable

-that he could not show his seriousness of his

personality and display his ability for the sake of
seving our nation.

ATter all, General LRLKT is a tragic character
enidst a great revolution of history. Nevertheless, in
the last days of =a tragic character, the essence of his
personelity is mede manifest sand eriits its rcal light,
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