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THE FOREIGN SERVICR
OF THR
UNITED STATRS OF AMRRICA

ANPRTICAN ™MRASSY
Tokyo, June 7, 1939,
No. 5956

SUBJFCT: JAPAN'S FORFIGN FOLICY IN RZLATION TO THE
SITUATION IN RURCPR,

STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL¢ FOR THE SRCRRTARY AND UNDRER, SWCRRTARY

The Honeorable
The Secretary of State,
Washington.
Sire
I had the honor in my telegram no. 245, May 26, 8 p.m..
to present an analysis of certain trends in Japanese
thought with regard to foreign policy in relation to the

gsituation now qeveloping In Rurope. I observed that there
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were elements in Japen = not to be confused with certain
congenial, but withal ineffectual, persons educated abroad
who have been telling us that reaction to Japan's China
policy was "just around the copper" - who realized that, in
the event of a war in Turope, the maintenance by Japan of
neutrality betweeﬁ_the democratic and totalitarian camps
would afford Japan little security, and that national
security could be assured in the long run only by liquidating
the conflict with China. T was not unawave of the need for
resting an observation of this nature on a reasonably firm
basis, and 1t is my purpose in this deapaﬁch to lay before
the Department the circumstances, some of personal knowledge
and the others which derive by deduction, on which my view
was baseds A8 there is no discussion in the press or In
any other public forum of the questlon whether or not Japan
should align itself with Germany and Italy « indeed, any
re{erence by the press to this question is of ficially
interdicted = information with regard to thoughttrends has
come to me largely by word of mouth. -

The\first conversation which needs~to bi/fgcsrded took

place on May 16, at a‘}ugcheon W '6£;was givén in honovr of

the Ambasgadonr and Mrs. GrQ_“hg;a Japqnesa who, whiln hold-

ing no/ﬁ}ficiaf\posit TP i Y - closexfryend and canfidpnf of
highfbfficials Qf the Court and of Prince Ronoye, Minister
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without Pertfolio, and Marauis Kido, ¥
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*ﬁister of the Interior.

He 18 in a pasition to exercilse through various contacts
considerable inYluence on the Govern entl As we left the
table, our host drew the Ambassador And me into another room
and talked substantially along the ollowing lines:
Although the Japanese GO ernment has declided
not to conclude a military alliance with Germany and
Italy, there was being exert d on the Government, not
only by Germany and Italy G t by reactionary groups in
Japan, strong presaure towdrc entering into some
'arnangement with the lattér eountries which would
roaffinm the soliderity gmong the mations whose policles
were opposed by the demgcratic natighg. The groups to
which he belonged.hld Jucoeeded 1in ﬂef@ating the
propos&l to concluge the alliance and aregpow doing
their best to de feat the "strengthening of‘khe Antl-
Comintern Pact", or atxﬁﬁast to prevent 1t from
becoming a politic link‘§~th Germany and Jtaly; but

1t was difficult to meet the ﬁqgﬁment of those who had
advocated the 2lliance and are ne favoring close
association wity7:ermany and Ita?ﬁ}\phat Japan cannot
afford to be igolated. Germany and ;f y are urging
Japan "to comg over to their side", wh?ih‘the
democratic n?kiona are turning to Yapan a\;ery cold

shoulder. JIf, therefore, the democratic nations,

d
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\\ especially the United States, could indicate to Japan
\i that restoration of good ralations with Japan 1is
Egdesired and at the way 1is Op%n for Japan to align
ﬁaraelf with the.democratic nations, but not against
th;“totalitarian :égzés thoge Japancse who are working
for phgcisely those oﬁigcti es would have their hand

grently»gtrengthened.

ﬂ‘

The AmbassﬁQor sald tha//%e as very much interested
b

in the views just qxpresaed ut thAQ it must be obvious

that the rastoration of pea e and goo&\relationa between

Japan end China must be a ondition precadent to the

ons between Japﬁh\and the TUnited
T \ _
Stdqu\and other democr tié\paticns. He cnu}q\not there~

restoration of good relay

fore, recoqpend that bis Gové}Qment give anv'gquure of
welcome to Japan un17sa he were' irst satisfied f at the
terms of peace wl@h;China which Jagen had in view éhgld be
reconciled with Cb{ha's peace terms And would meet witp

the approval of yhe American Governmen
f

Our host tpen talked very vaguely about the resdiness
of Japan to wikhdraw from central and South Chinz, but
when asked to give specificatioqa he replled that a
full statement on Japanese peace ﬁqrma might better come from
the Finistef for Forelgn 4Affairs. Hexundertbok ”tp report
the conversation to Mr. Arita, and to d&éfst to Mr, Arita
that he give the Lmbassador a precise expl&qation of
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Japaneaa\objectives in China duriqg the conversation which

J'

the Ambaliqdor had arrangad to ha

18th. \\1 AN

N\ 3
Mr. and #%g. Arita were en

\
and Mrs, Grew at lunchecon on Ma

e with Vr. ﬁrita on May

\rtaining the Ambassador

ii. and VMr, Grew prear=

ranged with me that\l should endeavor during the luncheon
party to ascertain from Mr. Arifa whethar our host of the

previous day had conalutqd him; I accordingly took advan-

tage of a favorable opporehpit to engage Mr.' Arita in
conversation. I found that\h‘ was quite familiar with
the discussion of the previo?s\day He said that there had

been a suggestion that he gbwe Vn\ Crew an assurance that

Comintern Pact" until My,

Japan would withhold any ac 1on to‘“atrenghen the Anti-
rew returqu to Washington and

had an opportunity to disfuas with his\Government the

possibility of making to/Japan some "gesture of welcome",

Mr. Arita sald that there was no 1mportanﬁ\opinion in the
| /

country unfavorab1é tgfthe measure which had been proposed

to combat communisticiactivities, and that, if the time

!J
became ripe for the Fonclgsion of the agrerment under

discussion with Gerpany ané\}taly the JapaneSF overnment
intended to procee¢ with it. agf could, however, hssure

Mr. Grew that the,agreement woul contain no military,
ith this proviso -
if it were found that these activitie

political or ecoqpmic clauses¢ but

were being

instigated by thé Soviet Government, thexgsunter-measures

r-
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proposed would have to be directed\againsf that Government.

Mr. Arita Ythen passed on to the negotiations between
the Snﬁiet and Br\ltish Governments conc ning the "common
front ageinst aggréssion". He sald tHat \Japan 1is very an-
xious to avold involwement in the affairs Furcpe, but
that Japan could not iXnore the fact that Russia straddled
Furcpe and Asia, and that, whether Japan 1liked Yt or not,

its policies and actions fxrm a bpidge by which éYentﬂ in
the Far Fast and in Furnpe akt shd react on each ﬁﬁher.

The Britlsh Ambassador had, he said, given him definiqe
agsurances that the arrangeme inder discussion by th;g
Béitish“aqd Soviet Governmentd would specifically be made '
1napplicab;3}\Put he (Mr. Apita) replied that any
arrangement wh;bq formed the basis for\the close collabora-
tion ccntemplated\ﬁ- Great/ Britain, Franke and the Soviet
Union 1n respect of their common interests\ in Turope would
be brund to bring about Similar collaborati among them in
the conduct of their policdes in the Far ﬂasg\\ He delivered
himself at some length/and with considerable sﬁhﬁ o{ heat
over Sir Pobert Craig#e's insisktence that the eaggrances
given ¥r. Arita shnulé dissolve ahy Japanrse anxie%y

with regard t» the effsctive scope Rf the proar~sed
arrangement. Mr., .rita cecrcluded the C™mversation wiﬁh me
with the observation that decision oveéhﬂgpan's attitude

vis-a-vis the situation developing in ™urope would have to




DEF. DOC. #1500 D=7

be withheld until resuts of the Anglo-Soviet negotiations

?'1}"\ k'I'lOWﬂ_n S
N full accéﬁﬁtng the Ambassador'

\\H

Vay lg\ﬁ{i:\be found 1n\hightelegram

conversation on

0. 235, May 18, 7 p.m.
N

The Impressions which the. Ambdssador and T had formed

o

of Vr. Aritﬁ\q views as expresa; iqxthe conversations of
May 17 and 18 agreed in everw/;aspeot. I§ seemed to us

that Mr. Arita, far from 1 facating any eagernags to find

a way to approach.t;h\d ocratic nations, was pré%bcupied
with the effects on qﬁé\Far ast of the establishment of
the *fnquhhgainst/aggreaé on" and was not in a conciliatory
mood. The Ambasghdor came, erefore, to the conclusion,

as T diqg, thag there was‘nah u£B¢fication for believing

that desire éo bring Japen into 1lihe he democratic
nations as against the totalitarian nations animated the

Japanese Government as such.

_____._—-—P- —

\_.,___.._..__,_-__-._.._._.- e —— — e

Whether by accident or by design, T th approached

\,

on the same day, May 18, by a Japanese hitherto unknown
to me but who had made the acquaintance of the ﬂmbassador
as a fellow passenger during a voyage across the Facific,
with the suggestion that T have a "chat", as he put 1it,
with the Prime Minister. T asked the gentleman to call
again, as I wished to consider the matter. I informed the
Ambassador of the call and of the suggestion that T have =
talk with the Frime Minister. Mr. Grew said that he had




J

formed a favorable impression of Vr. Fuiii, the person
who had called on me, and that he saw no reason why I

should not return a favorable reply. When ¥r. FPujiil

called again, I said that T would be glad to have an
opportunity to make the acquaintance of the Frime Ministér,
but that T had heard rumors of the possibility of a change
Of government and wondered, thérefore, whether a call at

that time would be opportune. Returning on the following
day, Mr. Fujii brought an invitation from Baron Hiranuma

to dinner on May 23, when he intended to explain his
purpose in sending through Mr. Grew his message to the
Secretary, and word to the effect that no chﬁnge in the
government was impending. I accepted the invitation. Mr,
Fujii then emphasized the importance of keeplng a profound
secret the forthcoming talk. He sald that Baron Hiranuma's
political position was reasonably secure, but that the
alignment of factions within the Government over Furopean
policy was so delicate as to require that the Prime ¥inister
act very cautiously.

Mr. PFujll called for me on the evening of May 25. As
we went in my car, which bears an Fmbassy license tag,
Mre Fujil proposed that we alight some distance from the
Frime Minister's private residence and go the rest of the
way on foot:; we did. At the gate of the residence there

stcod a number of policemen, who, although obviously

= 3
= 4% T . =3
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surprised by sering a foreigner, made no attempt to stop
me. The servants were prepared for my visit, but T have
reason to believe that they, as well a3 two female rela-
tions of the Prime Minister's who served us later at
dinner, and no knowledge whatever.of my identity. Tt
might be added that the residence, which is situated in
the suburbs, 1s small and quite unpretentions and would
barely grace a small tradesman. These details, while

inconsequential, may perphaps refleet my impressions at

the moment.

Baron Hiranuma received me very courteously. He
sald that he unfortunately had few opportunities to meet
foreigners and thus to receive at first hand the impres-
sions of foreigners with regard to conditions in various
parts of the world. The situation in Turope was, in his
view, a delicate one, and he felt confident that he could

obtain from an American s more objective appraisal of that
sltuvation than he would be likely to procure from an

Ruropean.

I expressed regret that T was not in a position to
give him any information other than that which was publie

knowledge. There then ensued a colloquy on the situation

in Furope, during which Baron Hiranuma diaplayed knowledge

not only of a factual nature but of political trends in

1
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murope which surprised me. One of the points brought out
which, in his view, made for danger in Wurope was that
Chancellor Hitler - with the objectives which he has in

mind for Germany to-achieve - provides an issue around which
all elements in Great Britain can rally; the imrerialists,
who do not propose to tolerate a Germany which can pre-

tend to equality with Great Britain; the industrialists,

who fear German commercial competition; and, finally, the
Jews, redicals and even the Germanoprhiles, who, vie with
each other in thelr hatred of Hitler,

Raron Hiranuma then saild that the possibility of a war
arising in Furope was one which he contemplated with horror.
It would inevitably result in the total destruction of
clvilization, as no nation, however remote from the seat
of war, would hope to escape the eventual conseqguences
even though 1t might be fortunate to avoid direct involve-
ment. He had publicly stated on several occasions that
Japan could never be a democracy or a totaliterian state,
and that Japan could make its greatest contribution by
bringing together in harmonious and peaceful relations
the two groups of nations. There were, he continued,
elements 1n Japan which considered that Japan could not
afford to maintain a condition of isolation and thot her
security demanded that she enter into "special relations"
with Germany and Italy. He was insisting, however, that

Japan follow what he termed "moral diplomacy" . A nationts

r
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exlstence was not to be measured by decades, and it was

essential, therefore, that statesmen

positions, which were after all

» €Phemeral. 'mhe most
Important of

these objectives was & stabllized peace to

replace interludes of preparation for the next wapr. Japan,

of Purope,

influence on EFurope. To exercise that influence was a

duty which they owed theip

of Purope would éneviiably
the rest of the world.

OWn peoples, for the downfall

oring with 1t the downfall of

In his opinion,

the first step which
had to be taken was to che

¢K *he tendency towarg the division

atically hostile camps.
whether the views of the Ams

of Purope into LWo pol He wondered

rican Government were responsive

ich he had exprcssed in his messgge to the Secretary.

s r——

to those wh

In maklng gpown discord

are today 1nterdepengent ‘and that diacord
between any nationa i

ter of concer to all other&x
His message to the Secr::;}x\did HthA}/é::d

fact that naLiQns

& contain any
definitive Suggestion as to how the

1ted States- and Japan
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might proceed ﬁoward avertlng war in ™urope. The principal
difficulty, in my opinion, in the way of the collaboration
which he had suggested in talking to me was_Japan's policies
and actlions in China. I felt certain that the American
Government would, in other more happy circumstances, have
welcomed Japanese cooperation toward_alleviating-thg threat
to peace in Turope which, the great majority of Ameéiqgns

belleved, arises from the policies énd actions of Germéﬁy

and Ttaly; and I doubted whether the American people would_

favor collaboration with & natien which i1t believed to be
following in the Far Fastﬂprecisély those policies and
actions that are considered to be the root of the trouble
in ™urope. I also said.that the Ameriqan people have

laid befpre them neariy every day reportsg of bombings of
Amefican rroperty and of other instances 6ﬁxviolations of
fmerican rignts e&and interests in China. ThﬁIForPign Of fice
was trying to éxqulpate the Japaneselmilitary dgthorities
by pleading,militérq necessity or inadvertence, ﬁut enough
had happenéd to Justiig beligf that the the Japanesa
authorities, in China aéﬁ%gast, were systematically and
deliberately trying to exﬁgihﬁmerican and other foreign
interests from China. The vi;hg of the American rpeople in
these respects were, Iisaid; vef?ﬁ@efinitely formed. I
could not but feel, therefore, tha£3q38 ad justment of the
conflict in China on terms satisfactor§hto all concerned

would have to be a condition precedent te that degree of
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collaboration between the United States and Japan which

could rea&pnably be expeobgsxto bring about the desired
results in éurope. Rk.

The Prime Minister observed\that he w§ﬂ well aware of
the state of feel}ng which prevailed\in tﬁe ™ited States
against Japan. The American people ha?xassumed that
Japan had deliberatelxhprovoked the 9onf1ict in Chipa
wilth a view to seizingthq more porulated and-productivé
parts of that country, but “he fe%? confident thqt the
American Government realized Qh%ﬁ 1t had not been the

ori nal intention or desire of Japan to do anything more
than ts\n\?tect its rights 1n-North\China. Jt was also
supposed by ﬁmericans that Qﬂpan inteqded to close the
Open Door in Chtqg, and to.his regrect the actions of the
Japanese authorities\in C ﬁna were not enk&rely reconcila~-

ble with the desire of e Japanese Governmint to respect

foreign rights and 1ntr-f/es in China. =But \e wondered whether

the American Governmen realized that the JapaQPse people
labored under a very qeal feell of grievance agsinst

the Occldental Powersf pspecially reat Rritain. When

the Great War broke ut, Japan was an\ally of Great
Britain. There were no legal leigati;hs on Japan to
support her ally, bu# she gonceived‘that she had & meoral
obligation to do so,r She accordingly declared war against

Germany, her navy undertook operations against the German

R M eSS
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fleet in the Pacific; her merchant marine cooperated in
various ways, and finally her military forces eliminated
Germany frqm Shantung. "The only thanks we got from
Great Brita?ﬁ{ixcontinued Baron ﬁiranuma, "was the
abrogation of that very alllance which inspired Japan

to support Greatﬂg}ifain.“ Again, the rights which Japan
had acquired in Mancﬁﬁg}a as a result of her war with
Pussia and later by agféé ent with China were essential
to Japan; nevertheless, tEé\gfforts of China to prejudice

those rights were regarded by\q{eat Britain and the United

th benevolence; China

States with complacence, if not
took courage to persist, with the result that Japan had
to resort to force in 1931 to protect those rights. Finally,
the Japanese people came to the conclusion that the Nine
Power Treaty and the Naval Treaties operate” not to
stabilize peace in bthe Far wast, but to bind J Ean against
safeguarding her 1ntcréq§s in China. 8o loneg as\Q?e
Japanese people felt thafzig had just cause for 5rfbyance,
it was politically 1mposaibléﬂror his government or any
government which would succeed ﬁip_to bring about compléte
equality of oprortunity in China fﬁr all nations.

The Japanese people, Baron Hiranuma continued, have
considerable sympathy for Germany and Italy, as they

conceive these countries to be in many important respects

in the same position as Japan. It was not to be expected

b
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that Germany would have rermitted herself to remain under
the restrictions of the Versailles Treaty, nor that TItaly
wouid_have been content to be derendent on other nations
for suﬁp}ied of raw materials. At the same time, the
consequen}qg of efforts on their part to redress thelr
grievances ;yxforce, or of the gstubborn refusal of the
democratic natfqps to offer to /correct these grievances
could not poasibiéhto confineg to the pr?tagonists in the
Furopean quarrel bﬁfgwould have to be shared by other
nations. He referredyt? my, observation that the settle-
ment of the China confliﬁp would prgbably have to be a
condition precedent to jo}ét\ﬁmerican-Japnnese efforts to
moderate the situation iﬁ Fufhge. If that were to be the
view of the American Goyernment ) any hope of proceeding
along the course which'he had 1in éind would have to be
abandoned. The objectiﬁes which Japahxhas had in China
are essential for hen security in a wé}}d of sanctions,
embargoes, closing or markets to foreigﬁ\ngpetition, and

lack of free access/to raw materials, and Qqﬂlong as such

conditions exist anf moderation or her objecﬁiyes in China

and, therefore, of her peace terms, could not ﬁshconsidered.

Nevertheless 1if cﬁnditiona could be brought about which
would assure to gll nations markets for the world's goods
on the basis of quality and price and supplies of the

materials which they needed, the importance to Japan of

e
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securing a market and sources of1fgr materials in China
would greatly diminish; and by Qhe gqpe token there would
not be the urge that there now is on &hfmany and Ttaly to
expand at theiq;pense of weaker and smaiigﬁ nations.
Baron Hiranuma ;hgted that the conditiona.which brought
about the sitﬁgtiéﬁqxin the Far Rast and ?urbpe are not
local but universal ihacharacter, and that neither situation
could be settled in a ﬁ&nper calculated to bring about a
stablilized peace unless éhg conditions which brought them
about were corrected. xi. |

Raron Hiranuma said that gh; belief was widely held
abroad that Japan was considpring a military alliance with
Germany and Italy. Be had endeavored to explain frankly
the basis of Japanese sympathy for Germany and Ttaly, and
he could say quite definitely that the basis of what
appeared to be a concerting of Japanese policy with that
of Germany and Italy lay in the fact that all thre~ countries
are in the same economic strategic position. HWe personally
was of the opinion that Japan, whose government would for
all time to come rest on the sanctity of the Tmperiai
Family, could not tiec itself by special relations to
any foreign government whose stability depended on the

continued existence and political prestige of one individual.

There were both in Germany and Ttaly political currents

/ é
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flowing beneath the surface which, in his view, would
gravely prejudice confidence in any political arrange-
ment, such as an alliance, which Tapan might make with

whose countries. Hidden dissident elements would be

certain to make themselves felt in time of war and thus
are to be reckoned as a threat to the success of CGerman

and Ttallan arms.

At thils polnt we were interrupted by notice that

dinner was served. The conversation during dinner was

not in'any way pertinent to the subject of this despatch,
being confined to discussions .of- pecints in Chilnesr
philosophy, personal reminiscences, and so on, the Prime
Minister discoursing in a most interesting manner.

Returning to his study, the Prime Minister sald that he

wished to draw together the various threads of our
conversations, as follows:

The Tnited States and Japan werr the only powers
which could help to prevent the crystallization of the

trend toward the division of Turope into armed camps.

There can, however, be no confident hope that a permanent
peace can be established until the world-wide economic

and poiitical conditions which bring about unrest in Furope
and in the Far ®ast can be corrected: and if an interna-
tional conference c¢an be cailed to solve the problems

which create unrest, Japan would be prepared to agree to
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the inclusion of the Far wastern situation among the
problems ﬁo be discussed. Before any call for such a
conference could be issued, Great Britain and France, and
Germany and Italy, would have to be sounded out. If the
President 7ere prepared to make' a confidential approach
to the Furopean democracies; he would be glad to approach
Germany and Italy; and, 1f there were returned favorable
replied by these nations, he would be glad to have the
Fresident call the conference under such conditlons as
might be agreed upon after discussion through normal
diplomatic channels.

I wish to make it clear, before setting forth cer-
tain conclusion which I draw from these conversations,
that I do not put forward the views of those Japanese -
even though they be persons of great lmportance and
influence - who harbor hopes of restoring good relations
with the demorratlic nations, as belng necessarily the
views of the Japanese Government. These are, however,
the views of a powerful element in the Government; they
may prevail_9r they may not, but hey cannot be 1ignored.

Any observer._who is1in

y way sensitive to things

not seen would, if be e in Tokyo todéy, bpCome aware

' 4

against th;/gath&ring storm
d parepfhetically that the
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™
ruropean situation today™has assumed primary proportions,

and that 1t would Dbe vision;}g\to suppose that the present
confusxon concerning the course n@ich Japan shovld follow
is due toO despondence cver the app@ﬂgntly ineffectugl
hostilities 4n China. The Army gnd ofhgr elements which
have thus far captrolle China policy hqulassumed that
the Far Tastern donflict could be permanvnth and com-'
pletely insulated against repercussions from Situatiqns

elsewhere, as they did nqt look to American andlaﬂngr

occidental armed 1nterven£ion in that conflict. Aithaugh

reference has been made An tha.Fmbassy's telegrams to the

effects of the Presldent's message to Chancellqr Hitlenr,

\QP not believe that I could, by further reference to
that‘!kgsage, exaggeyate the 1mpulse which At had towerd
persuadinghtha Japanese Government to realizo that there
maey be grave dangﬂn of involvement w*th thq United States
"not directly aaross the Facific but pv Na Y 6£ Tvurope" , as
one Japanese put iﬁatO'mP. T should,however, FlECP that
observation in propefxxgzspective.' A threat by the mited
Sstates to eject Japan from;China /would, T am confident be
resisted. But 1f war were te break out in Turope with
the United States participat{ﬁg on the side of Great Britain
and France, the outcome 1n pﬁexk;ew of those Japanese who
think along rational lines;%ouldaadmit of no doubt. With

Germany and Italy crushedi the prospect of confronting the
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victors wouq:ot be a ralatable one t5 Japan.

There arg, therefcre, *n the aituation\which seems to
be developing gﬁ two courses for Japan to follow - elther
to go over unreserv dly to thexxotalitarian sidq, or £o
reatore good relations\with gﬂgse nations which, ln the
0pinion of one element ;R\the Japanese Govornmsnt would
be the victors. True, ig rqjecting the proposal to jo;n
Germany and Italy in 3975111;hge, Japan provisionally
chose a third coursa.#'neutraliéxs I am inblﬁned,
however, to doubt mhéthQr there a;h\many'Japanese who

confidently beliepe that nqutrality wpuld afford security.

The arguments qf those who believe' in th superior power

of Germany ang Italy are obvious gnd simple Japan has only

to associate therself with those countrips apd wajt for

the Turopean war to pick China 11k9 a ripe nlup But,

for those Japanese who have ¢other views concerning.the

power of Germany and Ttaly, there 1is but one way by

which Japan's security can be safeguarded, and that is

to bring the conflict with China to 2n end on some

reésonable terms. Here again I wish to make it clear that

the desire for a settlement of the conflict does not derive

from moral regeneration but from realization of stark facts,
Im concTuding this despatch, which is already

unconsclonably long, I wish briefly to allude to the
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discrepancy between the attitude of the Frime Minister
afl Indicated in his conversation with me and that of the
¥inister for Foreign Affairs, whose preoccupation over
the Anglo-Soviet negotiations has already been mentioned.
It is obvious that the dasire of the Prime Minister for
American collaboration to bring about peace 1n Furope
(and in the Far wast) camnot be reconciled with the
readiness, which 1s almost an eagermness, on the part of
the Foreign Minister to meet a fancied threat from Great
Britain. These two peints of view reflect conflicting

policies, and which of these policies will prevail may
rerhaps be decided by ewvents of the next few days.

Respectfully yours,

/5/ wugene H. Dooman
Charge d'Affaires ad interim.
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