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JETERROGATION OF
BATSUOKA, Yosuke
Tate and Time: 14 March 1946, 1435 -~ 1615 hours
PMlace t Sugsmo Prisom, Tokyo, Japsn
Present ! MATSUCGEA, Yosuke

Lt, Cadr. Jodm D. 2hea, m: hmm
Mips Olare B. Emapp, Stenographer

Interrogation conduoted in Wnglish.
Gestions by Omdy. Shea.

2. Bow, Vr. Matsuoka, for the purpose of refreshing our recollection %o thet we
sy both have s dafinite wnderatanding of the Triparty Alliamce, I will read

a copy of 1t ss 1t appears here, Document Fo. 536, and ask you if that is
stbstentially your underatanding of it: Bagimning with the ¥irst Article,

first paragrash!

“Article 1. Japan recognives And respecta the lesdership of Cermany and Italy
in the sstedlishment of a nev order in Burope.

"Avticle 2. OGermany snd Italy recognize and respeet the leadership of Jgn
in the estadlishment of s mev order ian Creater Eaet Asia.

“irtiele 3. Oermany, Italy and Japan agree %o cocperate in their efforts on
the aferesald lines. Thay further undertake to assist one another with all

political, ecomomic and military mesms vhen one of the three comtracting parties
hﬂh“'.mdmtnthulﬂhtbmhnhh
Chinese~Japanose conflict.

“Article 4. ¥Yith 2 viev % implementing the
comxissions, memders of which are %0 de
of Sermay, Italy snd Japan, vill meet vithout delay.

*Article 5. Oeriiiny, Italy, and Japan affirm that the aforesaid terms do mot in
any way affect the political ststus which exists at the presesnt as Detween each

of the contracting parties and Soviet Mussia.

“Article 6. The present pact shall come into effect immediately upon eignature
snd shall remain in force San years date of i%s coming into force. Al
the proper time defore expiration of said Serm the high contracting parties
shall at the reguest of amy of them enter into negotiations for its remewsl.

*In falth vhereo!, ete.”
3. Doss Jhat set 1% forth!
A. Yes.
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it appears that there was » meeting in Berlin, attended

1f and the Reiech Poreign Minister, von Hidbentrop, in
conversation took place: *If Dussis attecks Japan, Germany
iuiekly dafeat 1t. If Cermeny attacked Fuasin, thenm

)k E pora. A Jerman oconflict vith Ruseis slvays in the realm
of possidility, if mot rrobedhility. Bussia's satry into the Three-?ower Pact

was unlikely becanse GCormghy

Fateuoka thinks that in cane of & direct meeting
between the Japamese ané ricsn navies, Jupan would comquer dut if the Americen
Favy 414 not meet it, & Jipsnese-imerican wer would last for five years. Japen
feared 'thle. Peole that Japon should declsre war on Fagland in the form of an

attack on Singupore.” How) do you recall sny conversation concerning the
abatance of this thatl heve raad; on 79 March 194)7?

A. It may be vhen I called on ven Fibbentrop, and I think he epoke in ermsn

with sn interpreter, dut thie reforence to the Cerman-Toviet relations, ! think
that war vhen R{bdentrop anéd syeolf nlone conversed in ¥aglieh,

S« Tes, it appears here thst you were alome with his. There war no one else
presant.

Termany wuld best
the war. |

<« Or attack Singapore!

A. Bo, mo, This ia adout Soviet usaia. ¥e showed the anttitude that he knew
UGermany doesn't need assistunde Dod at all.

S In the Pussian mtter, you sean?

A. Yeo. 5S¢ ] remalined silent, ut as to Fl.‘.pen. he never refarred to it.
% Pid you refer to Simgapore?

A, 1 don't reeall, %ut I would

Ay, Y way of wvarning to sny J
America would never cense warri
five years,

that I may have waid w0, Decause I used to
se wvho spoke lightly of Americs, that
vith un, onee it started, not less than
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this Don-aggreasion treaty for a period of five years.
fon to this same thought that ve have Just developed
that the var sight last?

Q. Bub it was seb at five years?
A. Ten, that is merely to thoose some lemgth of time.

Q. MlQMuquwmumuuumuru-dﬁ

A. Fo, Of course I must L% clear sometines I used %0 say YWy way of varming
to anyone whe spoks ughu::lu our relations with Aserics, that was in the
nature of advies, Dever %o g0 fo wvar vith America. My meaning vas Japan

wor't stand five years.

Q. Fow, let ue take guite a
on to = date of July 2 1941,

from vhat we are considering heres now, and mové

ch wvas consideradly after your returm, snd
from the govermaeat. May I ask you on that date,
» o Imperial Gonference had deen enlled which you

A. 1 think the second, third §! fourth -~ I don't exaetly reesll $he dste.
shoutthnt time, to report %o Mmtndﬁuutbkutb-}. g

Q- Fot %o Join the war sgaine) hussia?

A. Tes.

'
\
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snter the war sgainst Pussia at that time, vould that de true? Did you advoeate
Japan's entry into the var sgeinst Busea?

A. 1 think I said -~ I talked 2dout §t. That {s, 28 the highast liaieon
conference. 3By way of trick, ! said that rather than going to the southwest,
vith the danger of increasing coming into clash with Oreat Pritain, I would
rather see Japan Joining the Soviet-Uerman war, dut I sald so by wvay of trick.
That 1=, Decause I kmev full well them that both the Navy and Army would mot,
absslutely mot, fight Pussia, and porticularly the Navy hated to do so. Then

sgain, I knew that the Eavy and Army suthoritiss hed snm ides that they could
cope with Oreat Fritain and Americe at the same time, with some hope of victory,

but no chance whatever 1if Soviet Russis comes into the war on the Pritish and
Amprican side. They were definite in that opinion. Thersfore, in order to
prevent the tendency of going %0 the southwest, 1 contended we would rather

Join the Soviet-lerman war, whieh I imey as I have Just sald, th=t they
sbheolutely would mot do. And vhether (¢ wag the result of my eontention or

not, Japan hae Deen neutral adout ‘reat Britain, Americe amd Boviet Fussisz all
sround, and I ean tell you WAt it vas by way of trick to cope with these
militery men and mavel men. I didn't push my contention, and when we went defore
the Tmperor, of course, we slvaysagres that we would mot jeim Soviet-Oerman var.
And moreover, I kaew that Japan would not break the neutrality pact juet aade.

“ I% is wy understanding that at this meeting, this Isperisl Conference .f
July 2, there wers three prifeipel guestions under emsideration. 1) The attack
on Ruseie, 2) the move southyerd by the militery, %) what was the third con-
sideration, do you recall? ¥y understanding ie that the whole thiny wase
resolved in three guestions tive %0 whet military move t0 mmke st that time.
The third was some other conglleration, whether it vas to remain meutral
sltogethar, I don't knovw.

A. I Gon't recull. It may tarly cessation of hoetilities in Chins, or
something, ™ut I don't exectly recall.

Qe 1 Shink that was 1%,

torpt t0 make rarid ternimation of the Chimese
situntion. Bov, may Imsk

this

A. But I smet say that adoutwement to the south and dso about the Chinese
gusstion, that was mot the mif hems. Incidentsally those thinss vere mentioned.

% ¥iat wvas the main theme!

A. %o join the Soviet-Garman )

or not%.

3+ V¥ell mow, it seams appare
the Chinese-Jspmmere conflict,
relationship between Japan
basic considerstions upen whi
better the Chinese sination?

Bat the third question, the one of wedisting
basically the guestion vhich concerned the
S U. %  was 1t not? ¥Was 4t not part of the
e U, 5, demanded that somethins de done %o

A. In that sense, yes.
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Qs In other words, the attack on Fussis ws under econsideration,
end also the move gouthward”?

Ae Thet was camai, simply rem:rks made.

Ce S0 that any one of the three decisions was very vital at
that time. For example, !f there was awmmnimouvs opinion to
attack FRussis, It 12 quite rossible that such » thing would
have been done?

k. Yes, maybe.

Q. That i1f there had deen = unamimous opinion to move southward

that would have Deen done., ond if there was & unsnimous opinion

to dring sn end to the Chinese-Japanese conflict, that would
have n done?

A. To bring anf end? Oh yes, but thet was long decided you
know. And the J’l{anm overrmment was making every effortfir
& long time to put an end to it.

Ue« But Iif rumdber one prevailed, war on Fussis, obviously it
would hve involved the Japsnese nation into war with Ruesia
together with Germany at the same time if theat hed prevsiled, if
they have voted in favor of that, isn't that true?

ll Y...

Ce If they had commenced on this southward move, Singrpore,
Pearl Farbor and the south, it would involve war with the U, O,
and Crest Britain?.

A. Certainly.

Cs If they were able to bring the Chinese situstion to son-
¢c'usion on some amiceble basis, then the decr would be open to
a corplete arreement and understanding with the U. 0., isn't
that true?

‘. !..-

Q. ¥y impression i, from what ] heve learned of ¢ 1s Imperis]
0??‘“.’ thet it was a very important conference in the history
of Japan,

A. yes.

C- Can m t.ll ne, rrq E"’tﬂ'okﬂ. 'h.t i tre reture Ofl
Imporisl Conference” 7The setrp of the vorious arms of the




‘overnment, 'ow they are rerresented, and for my personal
knowledge a3 to ‘ow t'i- {s breught about, the formslity of the
thing, and » 1ittle history as to what it is. 7T ar not too
keen 2 student on {t.

A. Yes, we would csll a confercnce Or maybe several conferences
at the *ighest 1iafson conference; that is. literslly trans-

1=ted, you know, Ineludirg o2t the time the Prime Minister,
Binis‘or of War

Ge This is the liaison conference?

Ao xos. And ¥inister of Savy, Chief of Staff, Crief of tre
Faval Operations, and not always but generally the Chief of tre
Flanning Puresu end Minister of Finence. Cometimes Poth 2To
absent, or one or another gbsent. The Chief Seeretary of the
Ctblno%, end this Chief of ¥ilitery Affairs of the War Office
and Nevy. And we discussed matters brought up there sand when
we reached sgreement we decided, or rather the Frime ¥irdister
decided, to brine it uphto 'tre ihrone. And when we ro before
the Throne, we eall in -~ in trose days, of course. The practice
may differ from time to time, but f{n trose days the Chairman of
the Privy Council and shen we come before the Throne., tre
government's side s2ra 81! bound by the decision at tre 11aison
conference.

v+ The government's ride?
A, Yes, that i3 ) m't mention tris --
Ce That 13 interest

f I am very glad to hesr any sicelights.

‘s And those w'o tooR prrt in 4he highest liaison con erence
ore of ecourse sll bougd by tre sgreement resched there, s we
never sald anythirg re the Fmperor.

s+ In the presence offtre Tmperor, that would irdicte that
you were not in sgre At

f+ Yes, well then thaltab'net wonld break vp immedistely.
:. I .".

A, BSuek o thing can’
Emperor -« otherwise

very day.

tke place -- » gpeeinl plea defore the
| Yonoye cadbinet would have fallen trat




{e Does the Emperor at these meetings have any speciasl advisory
groups also present? |

A. Fo, except the ’chie: of the Privy Couneil. .
Ve Isn't there s_‘g scys of advisory boards or groups or
councils set up abowl fhe Throne, independent of this Imperisl
Conference, such ag I undorstand tlre Emperor has severs) advisors
on matters eivil -~ the ¢ivi) rovernment: but on matters
military, aside from his own personal alde-de-camp from the

irmy or Navy, there i1z from the military, =2 military group of
sdnirels and genersnls representing the Army grovp, who sre

more or less repregsentetive, ond not so much 88 advigsors ut
there more or less in the ﬁp_ht of that capscity. The under-
standing I have 1s that the Pmperor 4s well rerresented and wel)
protected by advisors on the civil side of the government, but
that the Army and Navy grours are set up on 8 level that they
heve direct access to the Fmperor, and more or less represent
their own opinfon rather than act as advisors to the Bmperor.
They »e set vp in suth s way that they sre not controlled !n any
way by advisors on the civi) side of the poverrment: that they
may g0 directly to the Experor and get an order signed on their
own initistive whthout regerd to the efvil side of the government
and that once signed Yy the “mperor. it places that group h o
position over and above any of the ¢ivil aunthorities or members
of the govermment. im I correct ‘n that?

‘s S07 T do not know the resl ‘ngide neybe, but my understand-
ing is thet these Field ¥arshals

0. Yes, that is 1t.

£. these Fleld Yors

& are suprosed to be genersl advisors,
generslly speaking that i1s. not ornly on anything Eurticular. but
T never heard of thre ror glving an order to the Minister of
War or ¥inister of iz Chief of Steff, or Chief of Naval
Operstions, over and apide from the eivil officisls., The Frime
¥inister i3, ir the 1 resort, the highest responsible man in
the povernment.

Ge ¥ell, what is there to this statement, what 1s mesnt wien
:oo'plo say that the and Navy as such have direct sccess
© the Throne, as dist ished from other government officials”

f« That gencrally no mintister 1s Supposed to see tre imreror.
and give *1s opi infependently of the cabinet.

Te T see., Put both tre Ninlster of ¥ar and Minister of tre
Revy may do so? |

D
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A. Put that was §ore, &nd they continue to use their rights, I
think when Mars lehera was Chief of Staff and he was Minister
of War too, and wijen be was Minister of War he 4id that and e
great deal of disghssions were raised over it, and he asserted
that right, and r #ince the Minister of War asserted that.
For instance a man like myself, and there were many other men
like me, who downefl such right.

Q. You of ecourse held a military portfolio, Minister of
¥ar, or anything of that sort”

A. ©Oh no, nono.
Cs It is very int ting to understand these things.

A. Yes. I try to fell to the bdest of my ability. I didn't
finish just one roifjt, Tre Chief of the Privy Council, of
course, he was not Pound by our sgreement. He could say any-
thing he liked. M§, Hers spoke on that occasion fully --
July 2 and 3 or 4, shithever i1t was -- he spoke, but T den't
speak. In faet, I in't speak, The Fremier simply reported
mtin decided amog surselves not to join the war sgeinst

sia,

Ge Fhat did the Mvp louncil, Hr. Hara, have to say?

A, I think I recsll
was that if it ebso
the interests of Jo
theory, argument.

said, it is ebsolut
Join in the war. l

G« Did the fact thatitiis important meeting took place, and all
of these officials referted to the Throne t'is decision -- was
there then existing ajsitustion from which you could say or we
eould n; that there an implied necessity to do some other
thhf' n other

Pussis

spoke gt some length. The sense of it
y necessitated Japsn and if i1t was in
Japsn might join the war, but that is
esn't cont to fight, but if, he

in the interest of Japan, Japan might

if the decision was made not to attack
y 414 that implfto t-is liaison conference group and the
ministers then preseny, that by virtue of that there was a
necessity to do some atier thing, rather than this?

implifdstion that your decision had deen
attgek hiscia, and there was then an implied

#nst Singapore, Pearl Narbor, and




Burepe, !
nyobiin-y

Ae Ko such consideration. It was to keep out of war.

G« Then would say that the comelusion reached at this
zi 2l erence was that Japen was not to enter the war on

er side, in sither event ' snd there was no decision reached
either, es to the Chinese li{utlon?

A. No. Well, t I t'i{s -- that upon my return from
to the ™rone, I said that Japan was in no
-Party Pact to join the Soviet- German

War. If such a thing taken place, which as I said the other

day, I doudted very smeh, I thought mostly it was dluff on the
pl!'“ of Gomlvd but 7T a‘id to the Emperor thst in any event we

were not odliged to join the war.

Q. Now, with respect to the cenclusion of the Tripsrtite Alllance,
:th:tthor: an Imperial Conference concerning the econclusion of
paet

Ae There was & meeting of the Privy Council.

Ge ¥%ho were the Privy Council, as distinguished from this
Imperial Conference? Is that a ¢ifferent type of conference?

ged under tha

A. About thirty some members appointed and e lways scrutinizing
these thm.t

Q. Oh, I see, ere in the nature of legislative authorities,
non-officials of the government. They sre especially sppointed
by the Emperor, are they, as en advisory cabinet?

Ae Yes, Privy Couneil.

Q. What class of eitisens sre in the Privy Couneil. Are they
from the militery?

A.":o, those who spend t.hﬂ; lg:: in ﬂvu“
service sainly anong people e nessmen ete.
For mnlm., Okada later becam Hinister of Finance, ete...

:t: out of liluiu;c t;:":l“'!.iu then
he prineipal © Imperia

n only very few military men. Only
‘arye, end General Oshima, the father

By lots the men sre
out of scholars, such
University, ote., and 3‘
General ¥era ond CGener
of the smbassador.

Q. ¥hat is the principsl function, ¥r. Matsuoks, of this FPrivy
Couneil? :

ot




A. The Prineipal function was originally about the constitu-
tion, getting the constitution and serutinizing international
acreements and treatfes, but lster on they began to consider
eéven some of the asdministrstive measures.

Ce OFf the cmmqt?_

A. Yes, of the government, And there was a loophole, I think,
in that term of going into important state matter. Clearly
th t not to have done thst, but they di1d. £&o you hed

vi s You know, the Japanese cabinet had anothrer body
econtrolling it to some extent.

Us Fow, they zre not complementary to the eabinet, but rother
to the Throne?

A+ To the Throne, md very often they blocked the vay and the
cabinet failed,

Qe T see. Now, trig Iriparty Allience was brought under
discussion by this bdody? De you remember when that occurred?

Yy but some
thet body,
hrough in ¢ gu - 1nxtltmk
ssed t n one day.
. beginning, to answer the
think seven right through

Qe discussion, do they go to the Throne

greement ag a body, or do you go with
ively, or how 1s 1t secompiished?

A. BSometimes the h;nr at the last meett would bde present
and sometimes not. t defore we went htfoﬁ tre Throns. ik
think the Fmperor was not present, and after we arrived ¢ an
agreement -- and by the way, I should s2y trat they agreed
becruse were patisfied 1t was a peace instrument -- ten
just forma we asked for thre E;nonu of the Fmperor, and

the .:;m of it was Teported the Chalrman of the Privy

C+ Do you know what "§: name 1s now? Do you remeémber who
he was? |

Ae lﬂ.homlr.!?'.




Qe  He was aleo then & separate individual advisiang the Emperer as vell as
Chairaan of this Board!

A. No, me. In cspacity of Chairman of the Privy Cownell.

Qe Now, at this Sime, st the time 1% was regoumended, do you reecall that the
Zsperor asked, or some direct representative of the RZmperor asked for
assurane® that this alliance would not invelve Japan in war with the U, 5.7

Ae Bo, I don't recall.

Qe TYou don't recsll that the Experor ssked assuranse of you, or someone

represeating the Esperor, for aessurance that this 2llisnee would mot lesd to war
with the U. S, or Great Britain?

A. Bo. Ome day the Zmperor asked me if this allisnce would not yuffle the

feelings of Americs, %o vhich I replied it may %0 some extent, but by shovisg
our siscerity and

s%il)l wondering. While I
rica at lll. ead

the third Konoye Cadinet
tiations suscessful, or wvar. I am wondering hov and why war telk

th America all of a sudden. V¥hile myself in the governseat,

thought wiever, if negotitions unsusoessful war.
peaceful means, quietly, and wait for next chance
vondering.

%« FSov, this conversatioca you say you had with the BEmperor, concemning
vhether 1% would ruffle the feeling of the U. 8. or mot, 414 you have the
conversation dafeore Shis Privy Ocunei{l meeting, and before the Stready hed deen
spproved by the Ruperer, orf aftervards’

A. I think 1% wes defore.

l&;%
i

i

was ccheoerned sboutl this mat

A. Always concerned. ab

Q& Bub you assured him you
it night ruffle the feelinge
atSaia 1% object, which you B

peage.
A. By careful and skilfull

G« ¥ell Shen, 1t is possidle
Emperor asked whether Shis

QG Before. 5S¢ you would u{%nu this conversation with him that the Bmperor

it only an inetrasent of peace, and while
the U, S, for the moneat.eventually it would
declied for it - an objeet for meintaining

ring.

% this question of nine, vhether or net the
lead to war with the U, 5., 1t 1s peseidle

i wlle




that thet may epring from $his Isperial Conference you had with She Emperor?
A+ 1% may be that that gave rise o such an imsgined thing.

Qe Can you ressaber the 1ace of thi nference
vith the " circunstances as %o tine and place o ® 00

A. Yes, vhen I preseated syself to the Esperer and reported about the

intended Triparty Pact. That took place in His Majesty's presesnce in the

Ne Hay I ask you what formality is there sdout your presenting yourself uader
those eircumstances? I: 1% 2 formal metter?

A. Be.
Qe Do you sppesr with the Prise Minister or othar memders of the ecabinet?
A. Bo.

Qe If is a lawful, censtitutional mamner in which the minister of that
pertfolie pnmu. hinself and reporss to the Esperer?

A. Yes. I used %0 visit the Emperor every two or Shree days sometimes.
QG T see, but it was at thie meoting he inquired as %o the effect of thiet
A. Yeou.

Qe “Mqotmdvioqmm.ﬂmommrhwnd
indicate to you there was sone doudl on the sudjeet?

Ae No, snd might I add Shey wouldn't - we don't allev any third persen to
be present in our seeting: Shat is the etate minister's meeting vith the

Bmperor.
Oh, you appear alone?

t“; alone.
Hot even & stenographer? ;bﬁhc is set down in writing?

EP???‘P

ﬂ'::-ottbnuuurnmn. that 1¢ these
te this Triparty Pastl! Did they make any

A. don't knovw. hhoi.thl'tcmhnv“thyutmbuw
and bew thay met.




<+ Isee. Pretty much out of the reals of the ecivil portfolio officisle of the
§overnment. or bov they gonduet their matters.

R« At this Privy Coumeil weoting, previous to the spproval of She Triparyy

l'ut.‘omnu.uﬂommtnt '
0h tha . | his meeting? The Chairmen, of course,

A. Chsirsen, Mr. Hare, amd Vice~Cheirmsn Nr. sny :
Some have sinse died, I Shink, fesU, and thirty some members.

Qe Prlnolluroullﬂlmofthumur
A. Oh no. He wae Prime Ninister.

N« Do you resesber now any of the questions that arcse im Shie seven hours
vith the Privy Council, concerning the approval of thie Pact? Yhet was the
principal obatacle, if say?

A. They asked many questions to elarify.the srticles contelned in the draft
shd some aven about She use of cne or two vords, you knmow. '

N Do you remesber what partisular words they were se concerned adout? VWae
this Serm attack specifically questionsd -—- $his word "attack*®]

A. I believe so. Almost ev
wae vory serutinising.

S+ Bid you make any explana
in evenSualities? For examp
satural result of the effect

sone obligation

effect, the
in sind =~ 1 Sake 1% these

r’ word you ean eall imto question. Thap Yody

the proeticel spplicetion of this treaty
you make any explanation of the mormal,
treaty in the eventuality that there was
to war with some other party? 1In other
the members of the Privy Coumeil that. in
W exeluding Ruseia from ite torms, and having
of the Privy Council were well-inforsed
k% the time -~ they kmewv, of course, that Hitley
bain wne then faced with the possibility of
isninent attack at that tisme S vhat do you think, were they informed on that
subjeet?

A. T thimk, exoopt o fow, SHB!they were not very well informed.

e Did they not reslise the§ Rgland was facing the dattle of her 1ifetime
for the swhaining of her pos@daions?

A. I coa't say. I thiak
the wvar wvould end in 2 draw.

£ the Japanese peeple 2t the tive thought that




S+ And 414 1% no% occcur o some of the mebers there that this Sreaty might frem
& very logiecsl resding and application and analysis, apply only toward the U.5.1

A. They understeod that it wes an effort to preveat the U. 3. from Joining the
var sad making the war a real world eonflagration.

% Did Shey comsult with you speeifiecslly om Artiele 1, “Japan recognizes and
:'Pﬂh :?o leadership of Germany snd Italy in #8tablishing a nevwrld order

A. They coneidered generally sbout every sreiale.
“ And vhat explanction vas made as to the exact mesning of this Article 17

A. 1 sald 1% was plainly put dowva in the preasble, for the first time ir our
Retery we made other paoples %o recognise the Hakke Iohiu of Japan., Thst »,

to give every race and nation its own place sad to work out its own dentiny,

and so forth. 1 sincerely hoped that Germany and Italy would adopt the same idesr.

S Vell, by resding thie Article 1, it does imply very definitely that “respects
the leadership of Germany and Italy in the estadlishment of » mew vorld order

in Eurepe” -~ 1§ doer iuwply the reduction of Great Britein to » position in
keeping with the inherent terms of this article. True?

A. In keepiag with the preasbdle.

S That Germany snd Italy shall be the people who shall control Europe «nd
establish a new order there. Now, Great Sritaia {¢ & part of Europe, isn't 1¢7

A. Teu, dut we don's generally regard it se, you know. Ve gomerslly have o
vay of thinking vhen we say Purope Jjust the Continent.

% ¥hat about Zussis? Do you consider Fuseis part of Zurope!
“ l.l “ ‘“"-
% Put wouldn't Shat imply te these outetanding men of almest 21l srte and

sciences in Shis Frivy Council, woulda't 1% occur to them that this was
recognising the right and sutherity of Hitler and Museolini %o establish »

dominmation over all Burope!

A. That is in the setse of the pressble. If they 2isregarded the pressdle. the
sense of the preasble, well we will have to do sonething abous (4.

S Did Shay not cerefully examine you as %0 the tmplication of recegnizing
Shis nev leadershiy in Furope?

A. Teos.




%  Can you give me, now, some essence or the nature of the litmﬂou
or debate or statements that arose ecomcerning Shis Article 1, by amy mewbers
of the Privy Couneill? |

A. TFiret, thay questionsd me on the le. ! explaimed, you knmow, as I
repeatedly told you. Then we came to Article 2, end I explained as written
down Shere. There is not such remaime im Article 1 after explsining the sense

of the preamsble.
Q. It means exactly what it says, doesa't it7

A. Yon.

Q. Now, Article 3, "Germsay and Italy recognize and respeat the leadership
of Japen in the sstadlishment of a nev world order im Orester Xast Avls.”
Sow, what dedate or explasstion did you find necessary on that?

A. I didn't find such necessity of explaining. It weant as written down there,
that in other wvords OGersany won't interfere in Oreater Xast Asia.

Q. Did you comeider at that time that the Nine-Pover Treaty was atill inm
of feoatl

A. No, we d14a't Sowsh on this at all.

L V¥ell, shls Article 2 speeifically is in contravention of the terms of the
Sine-Pover Treaty, to whiech Japen was & party, fem't it

A. Maybe o, but it was never cslled inte consideration in the Privy Counell
sbout it.

nov, wouldan't you say that Article 2 wae
of the wderstanding of the ¥ine-Fover Treaty!

G Vell mo, 1 mean & Novw in Greater Zast Asial

A. Yes, and as %o the rest of the Greater East Asin no, 1t was net in

contraventlon.
G Acesrding %o this, Articl ¥, it established Jepsn and Japan only as the
right of aay lesdership ia r Bast Asda. 1Is that correet?

A. No, not Japsn slane. 1y, 1 seant to invite Aserics snd Great Pritsin
to take part in She Hast « That was so writtea chiefly with the

ain of preveating Oermeny snd laly carrying the Buropean war to Greater Zast Aeia.




Qe ¥as there nothing then pending which womld Justify & delief thet Sermany and
italy had any istention of earrying the war o Orester Best Asia?

A. Well, not Italy, dus Germany sight carry oa this U-Doat warfaore, for
muu.: or -nnliu expeditions Just as ehe 4id in the first vorld ¥ar,

G In the Pagific areas?
A. Yes, in the Pacific arees.

G Pragtically speaking, Artiele 1 and Article 2 recognize the right of Ge

rmany
mxuuunutunh-mmnum,..‘;. ‘e A 4
2 Bev order in Greater Xast Asia. pen’s rig o estadlish

A. Yea, only I am sayiag that we hn't' Boan to be 80 nmarrow 88 to monopolize 1¢.

& VWere the sembers of the Privy Coumeil concerned about sither one of these
srticles’ Do you recall any serious odjection or questioning of the terns?

ither one of these two articles Shat the Emperor had in
th you concerning your opinion as to whether Shin

es not say saything ead I don't know what article he
I suppose geserslly this pact as a whole.
é

% Bow, Article 3, ‘Germany, I%aly and J
efforts on the aforesaid limes, They #iet one another
vith 2ll politiecsl, scomomic d nilitary mesae when one of the three

contracting parties is atteckwi 4y a power at present not iavelved in the
Faropean ¥ar or in the Chimess-Jipaness confliet.® Dia that article give
rise to say comsideradls discmssion bdefore the Privy Coumeil?

)

A. Tes, saturslly. .'
G Cant you tell mo, 5% loast In subetance, vhat wvas the nsture of the diecuseion?

A. Japan's takiag part, for Sanee, immediately in the wor, and I said
that we wnderetood wpen fation 1t rested vith Japen nlone to decide
vhether %o Jjoin or met to Jo  the var. thﬂ!huo«nnyhﬂ

that righs.

% Tes, well Shis article hers doosn't state in so Refy words that there shell
be 2 consultation %o detersine this.

A. I thisk either on the face of that treaty somevhers, or in & secret
“nm-




G There wes that understanding?

A. Yee,

Q. New, Article 41 *With a viev o isplementing the present pact, Joint
techaical commlssions, memders of whleh are $o be sppointed by the respective

governneats of Germany, Italy amd Japan, vill meet without delay.® Did that
article give rise to discussion of any consideradle length?

A. Of course, several questions ~- but 1 explained as written there.
Q. Artiele 3, of course

A. I Shink I said but I placed most importance on peaceful industries.

S  Vell mow, i this Article 3 4

ecerning suoh an ‘wattor, vas Shere precented at this Frivy Couneil
meeting seoret lotters or comsunicat

steading for a conference before de

A. I don't recollect so, bdut I explained 1%. Isn't there sone provisien
about 1t in the treaty? .

Q. 1 don's ses amy here.

A. Well then, 1t wust have deen a sesret understanding.

W IS was & fov days sge Shat we went into the question sbout some secret

Gocument or letter delivered to you by the Gersan Asbassador, sad you said
somé letters wvere delivered, dut it 4o s$111 vague to me vhat theyoontained.




S« Tes. And that was cleayed up, you say, and underetood in some aseparate
lettars or agreement?

A. Yesu.

Q. But you don't recall vhether or mot these letSers or sgreements were
presonfed to Shis Privy Coungil meeting. XNy impreseion i¢ thet the question

is one of such a serious mature that this meeting would have exhausted almost
every effort %o determine the nature of 8.

A. Ce s 2aad all of the while I thought 4t was on the face of the
tréaty. the Triparty Pact, that agreement.

S Well, I read the articles %o you.
A. 1f sol, thea ny menory is failing.

Qe xmmmmumm-mu-u.mmshoﬂmcnu-. end

I baven's found any sontence in there whors you could comstrus saythisg --
any ssparate paragraph about that. Do you reesll that snywhere!

A. ALl She while T thought so, but {4 sust de a secret understanding.

§ Well, mov 4% has Deen represented in some documents that we have
exasined that there was an of letters, not se much an e ¢ of
lettere bDotween your Asbasssder, tﬂﬁ“tor\ﬂh.htulnm
addressed S0 you by Anbaseader O%%, h“ﬁqammmﬂ-ofm
conversation leading up to the eigning and then

in one short paragraph tion ofthe interpretation
ef this clanuee oR atteck deternine at a conference

L

the question, vhether at
granted 1% was a clear st

S In this letter.
‘- Mr
Qe In Shie?




A. ¥When 1 sald stteck there, 1t vas bDeyond question that it wae attack by
third party.

G Yes, 4% saye 'hﬂt “Yhen one of the three contracting parties is attacked

By & power at present not invelved ia the Durepean ¥ar or in the Chinese-
‘.m confliet.*

A. TYes, 1% laid down the principle wheh there is no quesS$ion adout attek.

Qs 5o that, Af there 1o eay wnderstanding independent of this, you say, in
interpretation of this wvord "attack® if 10 doesn's appesr in this document,
it is in & seoret letter or wnderstanding?

A. It sust be.

Q. Do you recall daving conversations with the Chief of the Legal Bureau of
the Japanese Ooverament, Nr., Natsumeto, concerning Sthis very same point?

A. No, I don's resall, dut J¢ was i3 a position %o scrutinise every word,
sad he might have discussed % with me.

Qe JYou doa't recall nov whether he dlscuseed that very opeeific Shing wve are
Salkiag about now, Shis understanding sbout the werd "attack®?

A. If be saye he 412, 1% wuld de se.
Q Bul in sy event the pact as it ws presented at that time wvas never

returnsd for alteration %o the other parties, %o inalude within 1% 2 more
specifiec tion of shis word “attack" or %o include the right of

Jopan %0 oconsider independently the question vhem the situstion arcee con-
cerning She atteek. _

A. Bo, but let me renind Jou [ never discussed 1% with the I%alian asbessador.
It was after practically the end of the deliberation, all at once $o my
wired oul %o odd ISaly. So I gouldn't very wellrefuse.




A. 1 Shink that would refer te the attack clause -- theyvere atSacked.
% Te elause 37

A. And ve would say ve wust confer with Germany snd Italy, and them we must
deliberate among ourselves $o decide.

Ne Hov, there is some evidence that the representative of the Japanese Foreign
Office called upen the Foreiga Minieter of Italy several days previous to the
sttack on Pearl Harbor, setting up that they hed Deen attecked snd invoked

the appropriate clawse of the Tripartite Pact. If such » Shing happened ,

would he, in your opinion, be inveking clause 3 or Article 3 of this pact?

A It is ny opinion that he would mot de. ¥e had nmo right, under the Three-
Party Foct, to attack Perrl Harber and Bingspore.

Yo Tou doa't think that ia these secret agreements os to the word"attack”,
it was given such a broad isterpretation as to include, or let we eay emy
yrovegeiive measure whioh this Shisd night take againet a membder of

the Axix, whish eould mot be really 1literally called a military astack, but
which might be s attack by wrd of mouth, by institution of emdargoes, or by
sout other interpretation, to atSempt to include that ia the morssl under-
stending of the word "sttack"?

A. Well, in some exireme case it would be very arguseatative -- no, not
arguneatative, dubiows. Gemerally speaking, it would mot f211 under those
arficles. This ia another mejter.

4 I knov yeu were out of the goveramenmt.

A, T kmev nothing about 1%, but later ! heard that the Tojo government, after
sttacking Pearl NHarbor, was very such worried that Germany might net Join in
the war against the U, S., and thet he felt relieved when Germany responded.
That shows that Shey were acting emtirely uwpen newv ground, not under the
Three-Farty Paet. GOersany was sot, 12 my opinlon, obliged %o Joim that war
under thetripartite Pacs.

S Sinoe Japan had attacked the U. S, ,.rather tham the U. S, attacking Japen?
A. Yoo, and Japan wae obliged under that Pact 208 %o attuek America.

4 Vell, that is & ressonadle interpretation of it. I can understasd that.
It does appear, hovever, frem $this evidence, that this representative of the
Japsnese government 4id appesr in the office of Clane, the Foreign Minister
of ISaly, oa » date which was seversl days previcus to the atsack on Pearl
Harbor, and iavoked the sppropriate article of the Triparty Pact, upenthe
theory that Japan had Deen attacked.

A. 1o Shat seo? lhi!h.ﬂhmunclmmnhuwofmnﬂlu
%o the origimel Three-Party Peet that she was deing attacked. She kept it
anss secret from everyone and Bever t0ld Oermany or Italy. Aad just se I eaid,
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and I Shink you understood, the pact wae originally Oermen-Japanese Streaty, and
I never expected that Italy would de iavited from the stars.

G I see, Well, it 1s your contention mow, then, that the sudden attack

which Japen made upen Singspere and Pearl Harbor, snd this wvarfare in the
Facific areas, was adtually is vielation of She Tripartite Paet!?

A. Yes, that is ny opinion, and I eaid to some of ny frieads so at the timse.

Qe Voll, fan't it your bdellef that the preparation for this attack which
Japan 414 make sust have been under way during your ters of office as Foreign
Hinister in Japen?

A. HNajwe.
Q« It could have beenl!

A. Haybe, dut theee military men mever tell us. 7From the faet, too, that they
believed, I kmov, that they can ur vith some success sgainet Oreat Britain and
Aserica, together, but they coulda't have any ohance if Soviet Russia takes

part. Novw, from that I think they sust have sade study snd preparation.

Q And don't you Shink that your conclusion of this non-aggression pact with
Bussia lent ispetus S0 the armed forces of Japan in their initiation of this

attack on Singapore?
A. No, I dea't think so.

G You doa't think that 4if there was some danger that Russia would attack
Japan, in that eventuality that they would have follewved another course, or
been pereusded mot %0 attack Singapere and Pearl Earder?

A. To ny nind at the Sine there was no danger of Soviet Russia attacking
Japan in any event at the $ime. It wae solely concluded with a view to
enable 2e later oa te go over o your country.

G« But on the other hand, if there had not existed this mon-aggression

pact detween Japam and Fuseie, and Japan had decided to enter the war againet

Ruseis s party %o the Tri-party Fact, and subsequeatly Shis attack on

Singape alse Seken plage.
fronte, woulda't

the military forcee of Japan
they!

A.

Q. That 1is, Puseia on the one hend of $he land forces, and a great ses war
between the U, 5. and Oreat Britein and Japan. So that {8 1e fair to sesume
that st lesst & logieal effeet of the mom-aggression pact was in the reverse
beneficial to the armed forces of Japsn in Sthis sudden attack in the Pacifie
areal




A. I thisk eves in case we had mo neutrality pact, I don't Shink Euseia, -~
unless attecked !'l!ll-

Qe That i what I was Shiaxing.

A. Unless Jopea firet attacked Soviet Rusein, I don't think Ruseia would have
attacked Japan.

Q. But sesuming that Japan, 8¢ & party %o this Tripartite Pact, and at the
inquiry of Germany, or the suggestion or requeet of Germany, had goae to war
agoinet Buseis shortly after June 32, and sudsequently followed out this attsek
on December 7, as hed deen done, the silitery forcee of Japan would be engaged
{in a two~-front war.

A. Oh yes, that i1sexactly viat I was dreading.

2. So that, as & matter of fact, whad the five-year mom-aggression pact said
to Russia was that wo will sot, for the next five years, according to the

terme of Shis agreement, attsck you with our military forces, and for that
considerntion we ask for the same agreemeat with you.

A. Yoo,

Q. Se that, ia the normal usderstanding of the thing, it was in effect a
asutrelising of the Shreat of war againet Japan and against Euseia, equally?

A, Tes.

Q. 5o that it left the srmed forces of Japan as a wvhole with this eingle
caspalign in the Pacific areas to carry onl

A. Yes. Om that point, I sa repeating even if we had no pact with Fuselas,
1 don't Shisk Russis would deve attagked Japan. Thet i» ny uaderstanding of
the situstion.

Q. On the other hand, Russis di2 abide by the tevms of this treaty, dida't

they! 3ven though they had Jeen attacked by Germany, and even though they
um-mamuil.nmnumummmmsumu.

they 444 not atteck Japan that five-gear perioed, or within the terme
of the treaty!

A. Before the five years teminsated.
Qe mwu-uhﬁw. ,
A. The peet would have ended April 1946. ‘
& It was & five-pesr peried, wasa's iA?




Ae It would have ended $his year.

Qe I8 vecms to me, o 1 reesll 18, thet they motified Japan almost on the day.

A. TYes, but thaydon's mesn thet Kussia was absolved from the treaty.

Qe Miltm.t. hmmﬂmotmmmt the U, 8,, vhen
Japan had tremendous early swcesess {n the Pacific areas, Ruseia 41d not
Join the var against Jepant :

A. Ne.

the neutrality
Soviet Russian. And
ure Japan would coellapee

1814 have the offect? Leaving Japen vith doth
of the Pagific.

around %o your couatry and negotiate and that
¥ illnees and the dowafall of the Eonoye Cabinet.

elon paot vith Ruseis 444 leave the srmed

Shat oven if we had o paet, Bussis would

left Japan free watilshe realised Japan
yor two.

. of what you ge urgently desired
pect vwith Fussia.

.- lay, 1% Sook years of negotiating a2nd it was




% The point I am tSryiag to make is Shis ~~ that you teld me yesterday, even
in your trip to Berlia it was to camouflage the main purpose which was the urgent
neceseity, as you sav it, to comclude $this pact with Russia. That you even

requested or urged She German goveraseat to use their good offices to thie end.

A. 1 don's think you sre right to put 1t as necessity. IS had deen
negotinted for years, and nov I thought I sust push and sccomplish the end.

G Them to put 1t sildly, you wanted snd desired the thimg to the extent that
you went So Berlia merely as camouflsge, and asked the Jermen goverament to
aesist you ia odtaining this.

A. That wae the understanding from wvhen we concluded the Tripartite Pect,
and Gerssay failed %0 do se.

G But vhen we are confonted with that treaty, and what sotually happened
in the war, you sake light of it and say even without this treaty, it would heve
made 1it%1e or no differense to Japan.

A, Ho, big difference. It sirengthened the stand Japen Sakes in leading
world pease, sad in coming around $o the U, 5, and coopemeiing with her. With
that ond in view.

% Bub whes I propounded this guestion, that the effect of this non-aggression
treaty left the armed romo of Japan free of threat from RBussia to use their
full pover and weight in the Pacific war, you snswer, as I get it, well even
vithout this mon-aggression pact, Fusein would not have attacked Japan anyway,
or Japan would not have attacked Russia anyvay.

A. Can't you cot ay poiat -~ that if vhat you sald were the maia odjective

of the paet, them I would say that Decsuse of the mendrality pact I dom't think
that Busels left Japan's arms free to fight in the Southweet. That e whet

I mesa. But the main odject was different with we in =iux concluding this.

o ldl.hhmmloofﬁom.t t is sach easier to see the
logical effect of 1%, as we do, than %0 mmx see the contemtion which you
bring forvard, which you state here was %0 lay the foﬂsﬂn“-hnn
pegotiations with the U. 5, vhich resains siill ae ia » nebulous state.

1 doa't see vhat poseidle denefit it could have vith respect to the
kistory, %o have made &
hoar your explanation of 1it,

33

£

ta ln:-mroniu treaty
in keeping world peace,
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S By that you mean that the relationahip bdetween the U, S. and Fussis had
resched, at the $ime, the U. 5. and Rusels hed reached » relationship of
friendliness?

A. No, that I doa't knov. I om speaking of n treaty 1ike o neutrality pact
it would be welcoped as & peaceful instrument.

G Just because of the fact that it wes a neutrality pact? BNot decause of
relations toward the U. 5. or aayone slee!

A e

Qs But by the mere fact
& neutrality pset that in

A. Andthat Japan was making, as your couatry would have observed, an effors
to improve peace vith Soviet Ruseis and other countries.

that in Shat time of world troudle, you negotiated
and of i%self painted a pleture of neutrality?

Ne And by Shat now, do you Shink that the Japanese forces would etill huve
carried out the campaign as Sthey did, with the initiative, vhether or not they
had this treaty with Euseia or not?

A. As I repeated often, no comsiderstion of that kind was in ay aiad. 1|
never thought of war agninst Great Britain, such less against America.

S Of gourse, it happened very shortly aftervard.

A. Well, 1% 414 wafortunstely, dut I myself never dresmed of it. In cons
cluding that pact, I had nothing of the kind in my mind.

G  Thls pact was concluded in April of 1941, is that correct?
A. Yeo.

Qe Mtt-thhﬂncﬂ-.hﬁ.l.lnnhunthuhofm-r?
or 8§, in that pericd of months lapsing, that &t She very time you were

megotiating Shis mon-aggression pact with Bussis, the armed forces of Japan
were already in sdvance preparstion for the wvar which was initiated on
Lecenber 7.

A. 1 don's thiak so, only in the sense that every country tries to make pre-
peration for an eventuality.

S+ Vere you a sember of sny planaing doard?
A. Boe.
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W VWere you & memder of the Cabdinet Advisory Board?

A. Sces $time ages

: Q. Do you remembder what that was adous!?

o A. Let me see, the Abe cabimet.

» Q. ¥as this doard organized for --- jSust what was 1%s purpose!?

' A. Teo, vhen the goverament spproaches, consider on any nuestion te discuse

snd advise.

wvhat
Q. ¥ell, was 1% pelitical or sconosie, or/was i%s purpose? It wes & new
institution, wasn't it?7

A. Yes, esteblished by Komoye. That is, we had some from political parties
sad from bdusiness cirecles.

G. ¥asa's It ome of the ateps which Japan took inm preparation for this war?
¥as it not one of the eteps that led up to the necessity of bdringing the
political and economical forces of the mation eloser Sogether for the war!

A. Te.
R. V¥het guestionms were dgdited at this counsil?

A. All sorts of guest
Qe Forexample!

A. Sometims esconomic sitihlion of a country.

& Did the armed forces
certain rav materials

mzke representations $o thies doard concerning
secesnity for comstruction of arvaments?

flitary satters there.

speraing fomign policies?

A. Yeu, 1 recall wunder laranuse cabinet we discussed sdout the Gersen-
Japanese treaty. Bub ' ATenge te say we couldn't find out exsctly what was
going on in the s They just gave & bare outline.

2t thet time?

A. Bo, ve never discus
Qe Pid Shey ever advise

QG ¥hy was this doard

A. Prisee ionoye sdding adviee from among experienced men %o
strengthen the cabimet, I wes reslly -~ Prisce Konoye consulted me thenm,
and I was absolutely that.

. e e e~ gl 0 ﬂ,—h“___.#*ﬂ_ - . g . -
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Political m‘ o
to the 1
" ermntion of tha
: : )u;t, vhen did the
the imstallaty
take place, and suppression of

A. Vell,

I attendea
& meoting once, but meve
r aftervard

the abold
tion
of political party
@8, as the
y




and I couldn's

Ko

A.

“e Cen you name some of thes?
A. Lot me seo. Akita, Maita.
S

Akital ¥ho d4d he represent? WVhat elementy
A. Sautet.
W That is a pelitieal party, lem's 141
A MNelta alse belonged teo Seuti.
Qe ¥as Ugnki on 187
A,

end I sald I refused o e

Altogether tyelve

Q. hu.-monuh.kuw. coulda's they?
Yes.

n-.mmummummo:mr
Yes.
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the Tfirst Konoya gabdi, *

the firet Lonoye cabtmes?
sade the tresty vith Rusets, 'r."
.' & treaty with Fussia?

see, his first cadinet failed
Ion's shat 1t, vhen they made some
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%= Now, these private convers HaYy have with the Pwperor, by
virtes of yowr sinfstry, these opportunition you have to explain concerning
matters invelving your mialstry,

A. Not priwate, it s official.

et Shat time {9 more oF less betveen Jourself and
invelye the eabinet, does 1t7

should inguirs of you, for
tions on the Tripertite

5. and Japen in

wuld % a preper subjeot of sxplanation
mmm-muqu She Zmmeror?
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M Tes, an I told you in that case I said 1t may ruffle the foelinge of
Amsricans somevhat, bul I can go about with csution znd eincerity, sad I DAYy
soften that feeling and come %o on underet:nding with Amerieos.

% Fow, witk respect to this right or prerogative that you exerclse by
virtue of your portfolio, in your minietry in the cadimed, you wouldn't have
to walt for an iavitation from She Smperor %0 go in on one of these missions.

would youl
A. Sometimes by invitation, sometimes by my inviteation.

w %0 it is possible when Prince Konoys refers to some conversation you had
with the Ezperor conceraning the Triparty Pact, it {e poseible he night have had
reference %o one of these occasions when elther onm your own inttistive or at
the request of the Zaperor, you appesred and msde some explanation conaerning
the matter.

A. Tes, that iz possidle.
w- And that 4Aid not bring abdout » dowafall of the cabdines.

A, Wo, mo, no. It {e in the mature of explanation, dut even if I sDoRe,

even in Shat intervievw, pro or eom, or dlsregerded what the government decided,
that say bring snbout the downfall.

4« Lot us assume, for example, that this conversation between yourself snd the
Exzperor, based on your sinistry, takes place before this mntter s presented
through She usual course of the government; theat s, the cadinet asnd the
highest lisicon conference -~ suppose this conversation Sakes place defore
that, and the fesue is not defore the government on thet basis, then 1% would
not result in the downfall of the governsent?

A. Feo, mot if I spoke only iz explanation.

w "hBat 1 would 1ike So mow is wvhether or not you said anything, vhether you
hed say of these personal or private converestions concerning the riparty
Allisnce with the Esperor before the matter was deeided upon by the ITmperial
Conference or highest Meison conference or cabinet. Did you have conversations
before that!

A. 1 thizk some conversations, but not much. It is our habdit not %o repors
siile thinge are in progress.

% *hlle Shey are in progress youusually doa's?

A. Tot unless specifically questioned.

¥ay 1 ask you Shis -~ vhat vebicle of the governmest Detween the Throne
the Experor kespe the Naperor sdvised of what the zovernment is doing

concerning thess matteres defore they are drought to his attention in their
completion or set of completion? Now does the Throne kmow what is in vrocess

-




¥hole question of alliance had previously bsen taken up in Nerlin some years
before. Ies that truer

A. 1 aever heard of 4. It wae diecussed by the Hiranuss cadinet, that {» all
 { KBow,. |

U« At ome tise Oshina, Asbassador to Serlin, after your Saking office as Foreian
Ninister, had previcusly bdeen Amdassador t0 Berlin under some other eadimet?

A, Tll-

“w And he regained there until Cermany made sSome sort of an economic treaty
oOr some sort of treaty with Fusseia that bdroughs abvout the fall of & cabinet n
Japan, and the evontusl recall as Asbaseador of Oshisa, or he retired.

Ae That was the Elranuse cadinet.

A. Ko, not except as Counsollor to the cabizset, I with other mesbers questioned
about it in cur seet . dut the answer %y Baren ltm-mnvuumﬂ
vasive., and a0 you say ia Aserica, spotty.

% Vhen you became Fereign Hinister, eomecne Sook the {nitiative to sugrest
that this Triparty Allisnce be entered inte. Is thet correct?

As  Tes,

Ae Yes, and Adsiral Yoshida Kinister of the Navy, that we ehould establish




% It wae previously decided that acticon should be takem -- wil} U repeat
bring adous closer relations with Geraany? o e




document dravwing us cleser, but no military alliance there.
S« "ho made the draft of the document?

d. That was predused by Admiral Oka snd Cameral Mute, Chief of the Military
Buresu.

They pressnted a draft of an allimge?
¥o% allisnge.

f:'

Of a propossd agreemsant of scme sors?

Of draving us ¢lossr %o Geormany.

Let us say Shen a proposed plam of how %e éraw Japan closer to cooperation
with .m.

A. To eater into some sort of agreesmmt
allisnee, such less a nilitary alliance.

S Jow, can you ssy upoh wheose suggestion these two zentlemen made this draft?

:.‘ Well, I think they vere directed by the Ninister of the ¥avy and Mintlster
Ver.

Ok, I see, they were not themselves sither the Ninister of ¥ar or Navy.
They were directed by Sheir superiers.
¥Yere you present vhen thie first draft woe subnitted?

Tes, 4% was handed S0 e Shrough, I think the chief of the duresu in charge
of Sthoes affaire, and Shrough the Viee Ninister.

S Ia any eveat, this draft came %0 you through the military menbers of the
sabinetd?

A. Yes.

S+ Fow, did you examine Shis draf$?

A. I exsmined it. 1 tock many days.

S Do you re@all nov wiat, in sudetance, wvas the mature of 1%}

A. 1% was substance of, well all I can say s that 1%t was to emtor into an

Japan gloser %o Germamy, But not ia allismce or sny silitary
™at s a1l ! say. Bo, after studying the draft I Segan wy

ey A e o

, bul 4% doosa's mention any sort eof

AR i R s
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questions to Cermany and then Stahmer came and ve discussed 1t:

% Oh, I see. Nov, can you remesber any single part of this draft, so that
you eould eladorate on the theory at least, that these people had? To bring
close is #0 relative a2 term. Ve have no understanding what was meant dy it.

As At Shie date, I Zon't recollect any particular articles ~a the sudbject.

we Are you sble to say, from your position officially, or your previous
mowledge froz deing 2 meader of the Cadinet Advisory Soard, or any knowledge
you night bave bhad s+ & oitizen --wvhol prompted the military to suggest teo the
Konoye cabinet that such an sgreement or such an approsch should be made %o

the German government!

A, ¥ell, in Shose days I hesard sbout it, and I actunlly saw that the ¥ar
Office and Navy Office were having their say in diplomscy, and ss soon ae I
sesuned portfolie, I began to fight sgainst 1%, but there was no wee.

Qs In other worde, you considered that they wvere invading the field of the
Foreign Cffice in diplomacy?

A. Certainly.

Y Well, 4ida't you find that pretty suchSrue of the military group, or
parts of the military groups of Japan for some years previcus to 18407

A. That useagel?
e JTewm,

A. TYes, mometimes. I Beard sbout it snd then I sotuslly sav it, sad I used
%0 alaost fight againet them, reduking my inferiors, you knov, and mest of
them ware so coved before the military and navael suthorities.

4+ You meca the other mesbers of the cadinet?

A. Bo, no. The chiefs of different departsentes in uy office. I very often
uwed to tell thes what did Shey Shisk sdout diplommey--~that is the businees
of the Foreign Office.

% 1 Shink you said previcously theat there vere some conversations bdefore the
sctual formtion of the eadbinet, that such 2 procedure should be undertaken,
%o wit!: gcloserollaborstion or relationship, ot lesst, with Germany.

A. Tes.




S  Thie preceded the formation of the cadinet?
A Too.

Qe How, is that the cccasion upen which, to your Judgment, General Muto sad
Adairsl Oka wvere at this conference previows to the formation of the ocabinet.
shes they preseated this suggestion -- or afterwasde? This draft, I meen.
A. Thay were ineluded.
¢ B mm-mmmmwmmvumnqmm
414 they present this proposed dreft or agreement vith Germeny defore the
cabinet was setually formed, or afterverde?

A. That wes sometise after the cadinet was formed.

G« ¥as there any indication in Shis conference before the cadinet was formed,
that the silitary were going %o make such & propessl to the cabdinet whem §t
wvas formed!?

~ A« No, Shey never informed we,

Qe ¥ee it noteconsidered a Bit wnusual that the War and Xavy Ministers should
send other parties to the cebinet to represent & desire and a draft of thie

typel

A. Bo, ia Shese days the chief of the bureau comcerned with the particular
affelr in mind -~ he was constantly in conferemce with these men.

% Now, General ToJjo was the Ninister of Var in that cabinet?
A Tes.

% ¥ho was Nizister of Bawy?

A. Maziral Yoshih.

S ¥as 1% yowr Aspreseion or understanding that the aen who presented this
mnmmmuumm.ummmnm.urm
Aray and Navy RinistSers of the cadinmet?

A. Yes.

G That seened cleart

A. Yesn.




Tt d1dn's appear to you thal they hed injected themselves over the heads
of the Ministers?

A. Bo.

Q. If you recsll, vhat was Prinee Konoye's reaction %o the firet presentation
of those drafte thaet were meds %o the eadinet?

A. 1 don't know whether 1% was a proposal made to the cabined, It wvas made
to me. thsumhmmuu.numunnupm
handed ome copy oF met I don't Shink so. Later I explained it %o Xenoye and
Eonoye is a to say mothing. He sisply listemed.

san
Qs Before this draft wes . bad you bad any conversation with the
Hinister of ¥ar, Tojo, and Kinieter of the Navy Yoshide, yx had you had any
Boaversation with these Swe cebinet ministers comcerning the presentation
of this draft? HNad they mentionsd 1% %o you?
A. Ne.

Q. There were no preliminery conversations vefore these things were presemted!

A. Jo, snd AMimiral Yoshida shortly resigned, you know, on saecount of hie
He bod this Deart trouble and entered the Nawal Hospital. And the
that I thought recall $0 ny mswmory about the
counsil te the eounsellors %o
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vith Cersany, is that correct’
A. TYes.
- And you examined Shis, 444 you?

A. Hot sdraft, but wvhat they thought aight de considered in formulating
an agreement.

S Can you give us the sudstance of that ~~ what thelr idea wae generally?

i. In o genersl way I thisk 1t was to prevent Germany, as for as possidle,
from carrying the Buropean war into Asiatic waters and to get their sev

inventions or maghinery. whether ailitery or penceful, %o Jepan. And that ie
abous all I remesber. It waes very evasive, snd well, I should say, mielesding
stetenant of things. I don't remesber the reasen.

¢ Then you wald say that for the most part 1t wvas a sesorandum or writtea
stuggestion thet some allisnce or agreenent be sade vith Germany along those
lines?

A. Tes, and giving consideration included in any agreement, dud 1% was short
| of an allisnee.

%  V¥ell nov, based on Shis suggestion from the Army and Navy, 414 you
procesd them oa your own initiative %o develop and comelude the Triparty
Allisnce, or did you send suggestions %o Sermany that such an allismce or some
sort of an agressent of that sort would be veloowed or considersd faveradly?

A o, I den's. Instead, as 1 %0ld you the other day, I put some guestions

end their relstions
%o readjust 1ts relations with Soviet Ruseia, and
7ot the same questions, and he sasversd. Unmstl

was discussing for a long time about the




QG So that 4t 19 possible that vhen the Konoye Cabinet, the second cadinet
that 1e, wver again formed, the same forees vhe were attempiing to bring 1% adout
in the Elirsnums cabinet again initisted their offorte iz Shat regard?

A. Fo, I éisvegarded all the past and I put nev questions.

% VWhat reply did Germany give you with respect %o your questions as to the
Us. 5., % their attitude vith respect %o your operations in the past!

i. They don't give me any reply.

Qe They Just sent Stabmert

A. 1 was informed, I think I am correct in my mesory, from Kurusu, our
ssbassador, that von Xidbentrop cculd net well wnderstand my questions and
therefore some dayw afterwerd Stabmer started for Tokyo.

Q» And he 414 e0l)l on you conceraing Sheese questions!?

A. And I put the seme questions to Stahmer.

QL et wvas Stahmerts attitude ia She mstter, 4o you reeall?

Ae Vell, s I sald the other day, the very firet question I put to Stahmer
vas wvhat Germany thought about her relations with Amerioa now, and he
isnedistely snewered that Germany wanted to aveld any clash with Americe.
In other words, vanted ¢ %0 2t pease vith Anerica. Then I stopped. I sald
from vhom these replies came or these words come from!

G You seas by vhat suthority he mede $his statemsant!?

A, Yes. I sald from vhom say ! regard these words to come from, and he
replied directly from Ribbentrop, and then I preceecded and I questioned him
Mu—;-wmmﬂ.mmu relations with America.
G You mean, assuning that Germany would win the war?

A. ¥o, not exactly win or end by drav or saything.

S ¥ell, these conversations were taking place i Septesber 1940, and &8 that
period of time, Hitler had conguered sll of Purepe exeept Russia, ifsn't thet
correct?

A. That is correecs.

& Soe viat exactly 412 you mean adbout vhat von Eibbentrop's or Hitler's 1dess
concerning America were 2t that Sine, in the light of Shose circumstences?







A. ¥o, mot neutralize, dut at least I felt thad 1S sight have the effect of
preveating Assries from joining the war by armed foroce.

4 Before you had this conversation vith Stahmer, oither before you semt the
poten %o Uermany and his errival, or ia the interism, or both, the sending of the
sstes and this gonversstion -- we ave now Pelating te She U. 5. alding Emgland.
mmmmmuam-.amww.hmumt

A. The U, 5. had Nr. Grewv.

% Did you have say conversstions with Asbassador Grev concerning the attitude

of the U. B. vith respect to Germany and the wer on England, or the matier

of the vhole pregress of the war in Bureps
ocave

]
A. 1 dién's particularly have any restion, dut I gathered fyom ny
sonversations with hism and otherwies that the U. 5. wae helping with goods

snd vor equipment.

maa»ummmm-mmmm-mu
Britein, that the U, 5. hed definitely teken = stand agelnst Hitler and his
arned forves in Furope!

A. Yes, but T mever thought that Aserics would join the war directly with
srped force.

4 TYou 414a'% evall yourself of say opportunity to esll ea Nr. Grew for »
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sure of She final outcome. And

& Well, doesa's 1t seem Rhighly inconsistent that 2 nation that was so com-
corued about the U, 5. deing drawn into the «ar should, ae a2 matter of off-
setting this poseidility, enter into am sllisnce and suggeest an enSrance inte
et alliange of the type of the Tripartite Poct with the German govermment and
the Italian Goverszsent, as a resedy?

A. Vell, 1% is guite natural t¢ limit the sphere of the Eurcpean war onthe
che hand, and them $¢ prevent Cersany from directing American citizens of
erigin %o carry on propagends againet Japan, thus creating Sroudle

the two coumtries, and them to preveat Americs froa Joining the war
thus leading to conflagration. This was quite natural in oy mind, end
thea with Japan' ition somavhat strengthened with respect, with pelf-
respect, to spproach Ameriea and reach an uwnderstanding.

i

s

seenn %0 have mo dispute on the principel gquestion, that the purpose of
# alliance was %o affect the course of the U. 5, concerning the war.

prevens.

Yes, % prement. ind up to the Sime of the signing and implementation of
Alliance, you had not, as Foreign Ninister, entered into aany
consultation with the VU, £, concerning this matter?

f(‘ r E{’
? §°

A. Bo.
S Yt

A. ¥ell, I thought it is ot time yel to consult Amsrices or gpixsx any other
country shoul Ait.

Qe Yell, up to Shat time, Sepltesber 1940, had 2ot the U, 5. govermment,
through i%s Segretary of 5tate and asbassadors, through nessages from the
President of the U. 5., pudlic uiterances, and othorvise, indigated S0 Japan
strongly that her pelicies in the Far ITast needed diplomsatic settlement and

spproach!
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Qe ttnmthmﬁnmml.-u-uulhcvu-yufmn
puqmm-dhmmdmw:wntmt

A. nln!mu.abutuu-wudtunwmfomtmmh.

Qe ﬁ-mwttmmm&mmwmmmulm
tohlpthﬂ.l.m-thmuh01QMuthmmumru
Rast, %0 Mola

A. And from developing into a real world wr

Qe mmmumummn.s.memam
Mlthﬂcl.l.mmmhhhsmth&hnomtm.
prineipally. .

A. 1 mever thought thet way.

L 1 mean, 20 & matter of fact, that wes the situation, wasa't 147

‘i .. L

Q. mnthttt..imtomhlutntmshONn.mw

% 5o Wt the real conteation detwesn the U. S. and Japen was Japan's
~ aShack, as Aneriea put 1%, -~ an aggressive sction Soward China.




A, h.ﬂlnﬂn‘mﬂnhﬁo“&ﬂdh‘h&o“hotthtms.
ihtm.lqnmutmummmmuhmnruhhh.

% ¥hat is the preasble of that?
A. The preasdle embodies the ides of Hakko Ichinu.

“ ¥as that in the preasdle of the Triparty Allienmce!?

e articles % th:.:naﬂlo. it recognizes detween
Gerasay span, Germemy's right tocarve and control thatares withinm
thelr ephere, and Japan's right %o develop this ephere hore in Grester Zast

a differeat idea. Gersany to work out thet presmdle
in Bast Asia, that is vhat is embodied in
Nakko Ichiu in Greater Zast Asia. I shan's put
‘earve out” -~ that is your interpretatios.

S What ummmduuﬂomotmmmy!'uﬂ
A. That is sodified by the preasdle.

S Acoording te Article 2 ‘u-nmmmrwot.:qnudmln
her course inthe development of Grester East Asis, and Serritories o tne

3
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sSatement: "From
apan %o bde the propagstion of
sperial Yay., do you mesn

% "¥hem ve look at the Imperial ¥ay from tShe atendpoing of internationsl

that 1 short it resolves itself inte the argument fer
on and sach race to have 1%s owm rightful place.
That is %0 say, in sccordance with this great spirit of the Imperisl ¥ay the
our countyy, both bdefore and nov, must be first %o plan
the CGreater Bast ‘sia co-prosperity sphere with Japan,
I firaly believe vithout the shedowv of
all tangidle and intangidle
vith frieadly nations whe
ue, and with sn unguenchable spirit of waler, strive %o fulfill
sission sntrusted %0 us by Heaven.” Nowv, this speech is #2id %o
sade August 1 15940, shertly after you bvecame Forelgn Ninister. ¥ov,
bave sanounced here that
snd the cempletion of the

A. Yes, the sane ides.

G "hat do you mesn iz this spesch shen you say, for exssple, "the resoval
of all ebstacles, tangidle and imtangidle® asnd that "we must volumtarily
Join hande with frieadly ne who cecperste with we.* Do you mean by that
thet you mmed Join hande with end Italy?

A. And say coummtry, ia peaseful way.

 There is exbodied in this wpeech, then, the realpurposs for which you
sntered i2%e this alliamce.

A. ¥Well, ane of the purposes. I sentioned several objects tine and sgmn,
ia sntering the Tripartite Fact. And I #till believe today, you know, that
ought to be the spirit of Japan.

L Oa 27 1540, you made & axhimz redioc broadoast, announcing the
Tripartiteé Pact, and She speech i quoted as follows, in partt At this time
thare is only one step our coustiry can Sake, and tShat is at home %o quiekly
ish & nev siructwre in the stete of nctions)l defonse shall de
as ofe in a fir:s determination, while

estedl
completed and the entire antion

t




abroed wve mmst Joia ourselves vith the twe countries of Germany and Italy

who sore or less the seme aims and purposes thet ve do. Furthermere, im
ourselves with those countries
and firmly maveh forward in our confidence, at the

A. The sense of 1%, although I dom't recall every word.

G If this wvas made 37 Seplesde and the other speech was made 1 August
15940, there of your speeches which
{ndicates that you wanted %o . concerning this
eituntion.

A. ¥ell, that ie later oa.

Qe Dut you haven'$t sald qu about that in this speesh.

A. To.

% New, I will show you & book, the title of vhich is "Olant MATSUOYA Yoeuke *

by Ssbura Oksws, published by Toyeda, April 28 1941, and ask you if you
recognise that dook?

A. 1 sever vead it all Shumgh, but someons called my attemtiom %o 1%, dut I
don't know Okaws Saburs. It msay be 2 pseudo name. 1 don't recognize it st all.

A. TYes.

% ¥hat dees 1t say below the pleture!

A. That 1t is up-to-dste pleture of Mr. Nateuwoka.

e kput-uawﬂthtpw-uuh-t

i. ¥o. 5o many pletures takes Shat I don't kmow, snd who Sook is.

%. Do you kmow this man who wrete She boek?

A. %o, I said that I don't knov his.

G You mewer heard of him!

A. l..n!uﬂ.mluhtnmuhtunnam.m“.
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4 You didn't write the book yourself?

Ae Ok Bo. I“itmapﬂ.m.ﬂl“lﬂ!twathathoakﬂr!
small pasphlet where the suthor saye be doesn't know me.

“ 1 will ask you to look mow OR Phge four, between the brackeS$s that are
coutlined here, ané cee 1if that ten't n correct trenscription of Shat part of

your speech that 1 just read,

e "1 have ssild for yesrs that 1t was the mission of Japan to propagate teo
the world the Zamperor's way. If we loex at the Zmperor's way from an inter-
netional relsticns, it is %0 sum up ench antion or esch race to have each ite
own place.” It sacunts te thet, so I believe I sald 1t, That is what the

diplomatic aim of my country now should Ye.

e Is there in that » "both* ~- "both before and nov must first P oe-s s
A. Fo. That is to say that“the diplomatic ala of wy gountry nov is %o hold

to the greats spirit eof this Bsperor's way and to begin with Jepan, Manchukuo
1ink and pust endeavar to set up s Greater Aaian

4. Vell then, further on -- that one paragraph.

A. *That is the way sand means of walking onm the roed %o centributa to the

setting up of world pesve, a Justh wvorld pesce, snd e propagate etrongly the
of my country must not only remove 21l the

and morecver must go

thet in this speech you sesnt that you recosmended » policy of follow-
ing the development of this co~prosperity splere regardless of what stood in
the wvay! It was @ Sesven-designed duty, i{s that correect!

A. Therefore %o do our very dest -- peacefully of course -- that is nlwaye
cranted.

4 Yell, you don't say peacefully here.
A, '.11. bus that is.
e ¥ell, welt a minute heare. !hhhnnon‘tobcmm.nd”ugu

speaking as Foreign Ninister -lmaythu-utbymotnm.
1 will read 1% %S¢ you agein, 'mxnuuuumntw-.unu.mn

that our nstion smst not only remeve s1l tangidle and intangidle obetacles

\
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voluntarily Jjein hande with frieadly nations wvho cooperate with us,
an uagueachadle spivit of waler, strive to flfill the idesl ond
snatrusted %o us by Hesven.® Thet seene %0 be according to the firet
this developaent of the lmperisl ¥ay and the East Asia co~prosperity
And you say thet all obetacles, Szngidle and intangibdle, must de
There i» no reference there %o s pencendle means, is there!

a8 saking s yublic sancuncesent, sad it is only falr to say that
declaring war on the world.

e Sut 1% amounte to & challenge to sayone who would place =R obstacle in the
wey of your development of this Greator Zast Asis co-prosperity sphere,
dossn't it, and you might say

A. ¥ell, you night say » challenge, but we would fight in the spirit of the
faperor'e way which 1s understood to be alwaye peaceful.

ws Doss that correctly quote your speech theret

A. %ell, I can't say saything offhané , but I presune m

% This speech you mede August 1 1940 could not be comsirued to be an
invitstion to the U. 5. to resch any sgreezent concerning the situetion in
the Jar Saeti

he Bo.

< 4And the next speech, the radio address of 22 Septesder & one justifying
the slliance with Italy and Cersany.

A. 1 think you con't say Shet. 1 -tqli rmru( to the mation.

% There is mothing in that speech to indicate that you wvanted %o make any
geatures to the U, 2, or Great Brisuin concerning this situation?

A. Beo.

2+ Ia other words, it says in substonce thet you defend the policy of Joining
hands with | and Italy, She msations who have recogniszed the right and
privilege %o Hakiko lchiu, snd the development of the Oresater last Asin
co-prosperity sphare, as you hef previcusly outlined it.

A. Jes.

v There is nothing about Shat Shat would indicate S0 any person resding %t that
it was an offer of saything to the U, 5.

A, Be,




L o o

2 same dook which we bave s rked
will hend you the book and tura to that pars

4n this tresty Germany sal Italy have

sion, or iz plain language her position ae 2
pev order in Zast Asia, while in Surope Japan
hus recognized Jermany's and Italy's leading poeition in the construction of
s pev opder for which they are even now fighting with their 211 at stake, and

the Ahree countries of Japan, Germany snd 1taly have decided o join Shelr

strength snd cooperate vith esch other to the end.® Is that correcti

A. Tes.

e Thst is & correct translation?

4. TYes. ¥ell, whether Shis 1o correct or not, bul

< ¥hat I have read is & Qd sranslation?

A. Yes, a good Sranslation.

L Ia that s part of your speech of Septesber 37 19401

A. The date I doa't remesber vut 4t is likely.

4e JHovw, you are accustomed %o the English latguage, aren't you, Nr. Matsuokal
A. Yes.

% And ia s reeding of noge 154 of that bBook,
ian's that & very strong declaration for the esrs the world to bear,

of
vith respect So what your foreign policy 1s goling te be, and what your purpose
was in seking this allianee? '

A. Yes.

e mtukmn-.mmmumun of thet statement ee 1% io,
any inference which the U, S. could drav Sthat you hed any intention of
the
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dul in realizing our {des ia

diaa's you, "for whieh they are now fighting with

'bmloﬂwmﬂdnuc.




ef the dook, which is puarported teo be
a Oreat World Change .’ an address
ledy, Nay 1540. Do you recall $hat?




Q. m.-mmmu”m.ﬂatmuuamumunerm
same spoech. It s & conbtimuation of She same speech, ism't %, Mr, Natsuoka!?

A. T don't knovw.

S VWell, canr you tell by readisg the context defore and sfter it?

A. 1 een't tell.

G Well, 1ot »e quots 1% then. Bracketed in red, on page 237,

A. Yes, please read i%.

Qe "The Purepesz : is itsakfx mhrm".tmum'. foreign relations,
and in particular changing of relst vith Japan, threstening
e¢louds over She south ‘ storms in the emtire Pacific, specula-
tions as %o the future -~ without Saking these prodlems inte consideretion ve
mmm-‘l-nhhuqutunottbﬂuumwnrm
we Sry %o carry plass out.* Do you recell making that statement iz o
speech in Hay 19407

A. Tee, maybe.

S Bow, in that paragreph, you do Sake note of America's foreign relations,
is Shat correst?

A. Tes, sorress.

G

R

i. "Rspecially the development of relations detwees Japen snd Americs.®

S Do you read this part, "Shrestening cloude over the south weas, portending
storms 1n the entire Peeific® ~- are those your wordst

A. 1 think ee.

S FNow then, from o
Jou 444 have ia mind
st that Sipe.

A. T was dreading 1%.

reading of that paregraph, one would logicslly assume that
Aserica's representations concerning the Peeific ares




Q. W1l you turn So page 338, snd Shere you vill find outlined “"Matsuoka goes
on to say 1% may de sa historic inevitadility that Japan and Amarica, the two
great expanding powers on $this ome seme stage, the Paoific, should collide,
but continues that it is the duty of the sen with reascaing power %o try and
prevent such an outbreak. If ve wuet fight, let it de with the complete
sutual understaading of esch couatry's sssertions aad pesition. There io
aothing more foolish and more tragie Shen to fight each other under a sisunder-
stending.® Nov, that peragraph indicates that you had considered that a fight
would possidly emewe over this situationm, fen't that right?

A. If left alone, I sald.

%e Fo that in Kay 1940 you had comsidered the situation serious emcugh %o
make those resarks comcerniag America's relations with you?

A Yeoo.
Q& But this was thres months or more bdefore you concluded the Triparty salliance.
A. Yes, sbout four somths. That is & warning to the mation, you know.

C. Will you tura te page 245, plesse, continuing the reme speech, and in
brackets, *He also says that at the present stage, » Lesgue of Hatlione of the
ntire world is 2 Utopisn drean. The seftuzl faet is %hat each great pover of
the world has its own sphere of influsace, bs 1t Aserica or any other country.
Should $hey imterfere iam the ephere of influence of another great pewver, in
the final anslysis war wust be the outeome. I regret %o say such is the con-
clusion, based on actusl world relaticas. For instance, Japen has its own

domein, ve wust firsly oppese it%. A diplemsay thet would hesitate %o do seo
would not enlydamsge Jepan's mational integrity and interest, but would de the
cause of disturding world pesce.® Do you recall that?

A. Yes. Om the whols, oaly slight mistranslatien. “Other counatries trying
to iaterfere without resson." You dea't have the word "resson.”

. you would J that you had recogaized
develop her sphare of wenee unalterably
the U.9.4. attespted %o stand in the way of 1%, though
wvos necessary to fight %0 saintalis this, 1% shounld

A. Without ressen wvhatever, thet is modification here.

Q And "A diplosacy that would hesitate to do so would net only damage Japen's
sntional istegrity and interest, dul would bDe the csuse of disturbing world

M'.




A. That is & weak diplomecy. & "hesitating weak diplomsey.*

Qe Assuming that this specch was made in May 1940, vithin & twe months peried
you 414 become the Forelign Minister of Japan?

A Two or three monthe.

Q- Jow, Detwesn Nay 1540 and August or Eeptember 1940, you hadn't changed your
mind on vhat you had enunciated in this speech?

A. No.

< And that is definite langunge you wsed there.
A. Tes, and I alweys wsed.

& That speesh, coaing to the attention of the U. 5., would not indicate that
you intended %0 make any sgreeastits or understandinge with the U, 2. wvhich
would lisit your development of the se-oslled Greater Bast Asia sphere in
this area.

A. ¥hile 1t doesn's Bear directly on that point, that wes another subdject.

4 For example, "Be 1% America or any other country. Should they interfere

in the sphare of influmee of another great power, in the final analysis wvar must
be the outeome.”

Ao Yes.

&  JNow, what 414 you msan by Shat?

A. ¥eoll, T meant ve interfered with the nerth and south Americe,
Americans' sphere, America had perfect right to throw us out.

Qe And vhet sbout Anerice interferiag over here, as you say, iz this statement?
A. VWell, wo sust try Tiret By diplomscy best to urge Americae not to.
G Bul you do wee this term {2 Shis speesh "in the final amalysis wvar sust

e the culoome.® BNow, is that the Tfirst time you have deviated from your
mmmt&tnmmu te Yo soconplished by peaceful

cul

S  Bul you resommended
is Shat each great

your owh words ~- "The setual fact
i%e own sphere of influvence, be it

l




America or any other country. Should they interfere in the sphere of influence
of ancther great power, in the final snalysiz war must de the outoome."

A. Yos, I was alvays saying that.
Qe Mmhuuuuwhlllhtnimmnmmhymml

means under this presmdle of Hakke Ichiu, in the preamdle of the Triperty Pasct!?
Are we %0 understand thet 4{» what you meaal

A. Here I was referring te my prediction of history. Hietory temds to that,
20 I gave waraing %0 others $hat wve should reepect the sphere of influence.

Qe V¥ell, if war is the outecome, thenm it sust Yde wer?

A. VYar. Therefore, don'st do 8. And I said roughly the same thing wvhile

cumtw”mmmmubm. This League of Nations vas
° o

Further quoting, you say “For inetance, Jepan has i%s owm sphers of
influence. Should another nstion wnjustifiadly interfere with Shis domain,
ve sust firaly oprose i0.°

e 1 was making 2 speech. This was a contridbution to a magasine, is it not?

P

v

"Facing the Great ¥orld." Yes, i% {s an address delivered by you to the
Fagific Seelety in Ney 1940, and 1 assume hore in the City of Tokye. I den't
have the address bere of the Faeific Society. Where 444 you make this addresa?

¢

A« In Tokyo. I wes them Vice President together with my celleague Nagata.

Qe lnﬂumt“hucm.ﬂhmrthmmhn. This is the
fron page 245, "You my eriticize Shis a3 ¢ far Soo

daring = == {% oould %o Sramslated Bread or

within e next fwe or three yoars the fate of

A, Yes, and 1 Deliove 1% sven nov.

% And Shis speech you made in Nay 1540, Just defore you decane Toreige
Kinister?




A. This is an article. 1 think it was dietated in April. 1 recall (%t was
ny distation, offhand, and taken down By stenegrepher.

% But you didn't suggeet at that $ime , pecceful mesns as the solution. Yhen
you veferred to nations who steod in the way of this sphere, so-cslled, in

Raet Asia, particularly referring %o the U. §5., you said 1if war wvas unavoidedle
let us have war, or vords $o that effect.

A. ¥ell, Shat is 2y attempt firet, wae Sovard diplommey.

Qe And vhem you initisted, as you said you 4id this afterncon, and completed
the Triparty Allliance, together with i%s seeret agreenents and comversations,
you had in aisd the propegation of tkis theory of yours for the se-called
sxpansion of Greater East isial?

A. No, this policy of trying to bdegin with, to estadlish the Hakke Ichiu in the
sres and ay 4iHlemacy was always what I say, wes 2lways by diplomsey and if
peed Xx be, wae wvar. Then that is ny prediction, and therefore we ehould awsken
$¢ the very eritical situation of the werld and do our best not to throwv the whole
world into wvar. That is vimt I alwys mean. As jyou know, the world wer came

in this second Yorld ¥ar, vhem you msde
made your maiden speech as Foreign Ninister in

L Seo that thare could be enly two sore priseipal characters in this great
stage of slsughter, which would be the U. 5. and Japan.

A. TYes, that is Srue.

So, having that 1in mind, 1% s folr to assuss vhea you made reference to wer
if sayone should eross your path in Shis development, and particularly
sinoe you savw £1% %0 meation Anerica's nase, 1% oouléd Ye sssused that you

vere referriag to the two parties, America and Japan.

Eot secessarily te a war. A prediection of the histery to ocome, generslly.

ndlhno“nﬂdhafmﬁun\ywotmiuuthu. $.,
concerning She action of the U, 5. about world affauirs in genersl.

A. 1 dida't send any courier to Germsny.
& ¥So, I seaid Cersany sent an enissary % you, ¥r. Stahser, 41dn't shel
A. Yeou.

Q. And you had scaversstions with Mis and you wented %o make very sure that he
spoke with suthority fros Ridbentrep!




Qe mnmu-mmotmntm-utnm. wvhat they had
mum.umttmumwnmm their sphere.

Ao Yes, vhather you regaxd 48 &s & threat or not you have liberty to eriticise,
put my mesning wvas net Shreat.

How, Mr. Ratsuoks, hlﬂammanﬂn of speeches in the U. 5.,
éida't youl |

A Mtl-utmwsmmmnum.munn

Qe Well, I den't kuow vhet your business wes there.

Qe htyu-l.nuﬂuotwhmﬂ. 8., all of vhich are compiled
here ia = velume Ivﬂlukﬂlhwatmutlodmtultnuhh

these addresses, radio broadensts, press
—muuamxu"umsm

if you can recall, & epeech
lusch, st the Cemtury Clud?

.ofsopmmmlm.
"1t is & grest plessure for me




read parte of 1%, 1Im thie
this epeech conceraning the
parvegrash: *Only six years

And in the same speech, {a » further paragrapht “Our government endeavored for
BORY JOATSecceee

That was conceraing the Memchurian and Chinese imgident, snd So withiraw from

1a She U. 5. im 1833, after leaving the League of
these speeches are msde by you ia Justification

in this paregraph, and I will read the preceding
golor of 1%, *The 4iffienlt ”.“i“ of Japam . « o

peech
all

Now them, this paragraphi “Oaly six years agoe . . «
Pid you make that statemeat?

Q. Vell, vhat is She difference detween that zituatien, Petween your under-

mnmmﬂmmﬂunnﬂmnﬁutm
Mnmmun-.-‘hubsmuum when you




= r.y ﬁ.‘ﬁ.%w—- =

A. Vell, I recalled that I mede answer yesterday that net only Communiasa.
Communisz yes, but other chaotic aets. Of course I counted Communisz as one
grest factor in the Chinese case, you know.

Qe VWell h.n in this parsgraph, you connected up Commumisn with Fuseisn
sgents and arms.

A. Vell, that 1a what we say and Russian goverament denies, and officislly we
don's dispéte with Soviet Russia. Persomally I Shink it 4s rather funay, dut
inseian government alwveye declared 1% had nothing to do vwith Commmien and we
of ficially wve can't say eo.

Qe ¥ell, Af you remender vhen I was developing your conclusion of this reo-
called non-aggression paet vith Eussia, thertersinslegy of the phrase mon-

eggreesion pact, we discussed particularly vhy you thought 1% necessary %o
enter into a nom-aggression paet or mubual Sreaty of meutrality vith Ruseia,

sad you Based 1% upen some commercial oil and fishing rights that hed been

pend ing for meuy years, and 1§ wvas ny question why you sought a non-aggression
pact or mutual understanding meot to attack cne snether, wvhy that was necessery
ia the light of the faet 1% was commercial mstters you were seeking to medinte.

A. That was »0 %o induce Soviet Eusein to conclude this past. That Japan
was saxious %0 come into detter relatioms with Soviet Russisa in general, and
Japan had elways tobe on gunrd against Soviet Russia, you kmow.

% And vhen you made Shis non-~aggressicn peot, 1% was to continue to de on
gaard ageinst Sovied Russial

A. Ok, wve had to.

% And having in mind 1% was concluded such a shors period of time defore the
attzek on Singepere, Pearl Rarber, and the expansion toward the southwest
Pocifie, 1% ia falir tc cssume Shat oms of the principsl comsiderstions was to

avold, Af poseidle, sagaging Japanese treops in wvar with the Ruseians a2t the
sane time.

A. 5o, 4% was pending detween the twe governmentes for years, snd I sav 2
chance now.

3 ¥ell, you say this afterncos you initisted these dealings with Cermany
2% the request of the Aray and Navy of your governseat, of your cabinet. Right?

A. ¥ell, not initiated. Soms of the papers were hasihd %o me.

Qe ml.htl-rm.ummmmoaﬁommtmnmnm
conversation Yefore thecsbinet was foraed, and after the cebinet was formed,
this general and admiral presented you vith some papers.




doesn't it7

%, And the Triparty Alllance does exclude Eusesia from 1%,

for ysars Shatd non-aggression or neutrelity
That wvas ny contention for years.




guite a departure from the nature of the speech which you made in May 1940 and in
August 1940, that I reazd previously.

A I told you, I don't consider so. On one hand I wes saying 1t depends
largely on Japan and Americs to mould the coming Pacific situation.

Qe Quoting from the same speegh, another paragraph, -~ I am jumping »
paragreph oF twe -« "5S¢ far as outside influence . . . . .

Jo you recall She essence of that?
A. Yes.
L And the mext paregraph,! *l asm of the cpiamion.cce.c..”

Do you recsll that?

A. Yeu.

& From the same speech, the next paragrapht "I firuly believe, however,
S50 you reeall that!

A, Yes.

Qe Now then, thers is sn entirely different attitude expressed in your
speeches on this occcasion than in your speeches of Nay and August 1540,

A. 1 doa't think such a 4Aifference. The BEakiko Ichiu ides may Ve fisted inte
this ides, ond from bBoyhood I ever bdelieved in the mission of America and
Japan Secontribute largely to the Facific situstion.

Ge Fow, queting further from the sane speech, "Really, ladies and gentlemen

And the nexd parsgraph, "¥e have either among . . . ..

Do you recall that!?
Ae Yoo,

Qs ¥%ell now, your speeches 2t that time are entirely different vith reapect
to the U, 5. than they are ina 1940 sad 1941,

e m--ﬂ-i-h-n‘— g s T — i — | eyl - el .--:h-'-i"'*
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A. I don't think se. P
Q. lad saything heppened in the interism to change your opinioal

A. BNo, nothing Bappensd. I wanted to leed even America into the way of
Nakko lehtu.

Q. ¥ell, I thiak we have covered enough for this afterncen.




JNIERBOGATION OF

BATSUCKA, Josuke
Date and Timet 18 March 1946, 1410 - 1615 hours

Place { Sugamo Prison, Tokyo, Japan

Present § MATSUDEA, Yosuke
Ls. Cmdr, John D.Shea, USER, Interregater
Miss Clara B. Enapp, Stenographer

Interrogation conducted in Eaglish.
Questions Yy Cmir. Shea.

Now, Mr. Matsuoka, as I understand your answers %o gquestions up to the
t $inme, you have jJustified the conclusion of the Triperty Alliance
on & desis that 1% was ia keeping with your ideologicsl prineiple of Hakkeo
Ichiu, to preveat war, and by peaceful means to accomplish this place in
the world for all peoples, of their just place in the world. Is that
sorresti |

A. Yes, and more. For others. fo free those under Germsn machinations for
many years. That one day Germany or somecne in Germemy might direct the
w-mu.tmomummpwmmuu
mom-rmmm:m. Nather, by estadlishing closer
relations, 1 intended to prevent such aa eccurrence. 1% wos » kind of aight-
muﬁumrsm.lmmulommutntmupu

Now, is there saything recited in the preasble of the Triparty Puct,
or the articles comtainmed therein, which Pears out this explamation?

A. Ne, nor 414 1 ever disclose 1%. I wae so afraid to give hint to the

Q. nmmmmmm—mumuqunmmu
nu-uunm.m.sm-m'mmmwmu
persens of Oermen descent in the U. 5.7

, and even our relations with
 wanted %o enter pact with us,
is.

Qe nmm-rmmyuuu-.mnnmmmuuma
ﬂnhldﬁnunthﬂnhnpwlﬂlrmmrhu.m-lhohth

A. Y¥ell, deceuse the world was in Sum
Americs were growing bad, and them Ue¥
and 1 felt I would devise some means %0

!.i'
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agreed that Japan and Germany wust stand firmly together wnder the terms of
the Triparty Alliance. Is that correct? '

A. !u.aduthtwlhnulmupmntomunyiuontm
machinations against us. That was ny reasoming.

R Vo do you mean, us?
A. Agsinst Japan, and also I mean their relations detween America and Japan.
Qe V¥Well novw, this fear that you have that you have just enunciated, concern-

ing the German relations with Japen and Americs, you have not previously
outlined within the framewerk of youwr theory of Eakko Ichiu.

Q. But there seems t0 be nothing on the face of this instrument, the Triperty
Alliance or the so-called secret letters, any of the conversations that we
bave previously outlined here, which would substamtiate this theory or delief
that you nov advance in explanmation.

A. No, I purpesely kept it dask.
- not

S Be, whem you 4id emter inmte this alliance with Germany, it was/for the
an-mnmhm—tunu.mmmmtnou
MMmemhltu-wrun. being concerned adout what
on-uu-hnmmu.s.mu.umm-mtm
the U. 5. and Jepan.

A. That vas, a8 I say, one of the odjects. Great object.

S+ Did you discuss that purpose, or that ebject, with say pereons in the
government?

Not with anyone.

¥ith any member of the cabinet?
Fe.

¥ith any members of the press!?
Ko.

g A e B




Q. Pid you write any pasphlets or make any speeches on that sudjeet!?

A, Oh no. I so dreaded 1s that I kept it eatirely secret and kept it to
myself alens.

Q« Yho was the first persen you had amnounsed that fear to,xfimwspsn
if you recall?

A. I think I disclosed 1%, the chief object of the conclusion of the
Triparty Pect, to one or twe after.

1 don't movw vhere he is, but ian Tekye.
Under what circumstences 414 you make this disclosure $o him?

He oalled on me and with the injunction that he should never disclose
t wmntil fear of giviag hint teo the Germans was past.

Is he #till alive!

Oh yos, I Shink he is in Tekyo.

Vhat 444 you disclese %¢ him, if you can recall that?

That the chief and one of the great objects in

s e Frererere
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they went against Japan during the firet Great ¥War, VWorld Var.
before your country Jjoined the Eurepean war, and President ¥{lson
and stopped it, you kmow. I was thea at Washington. And that
I don't think that in considering the relations detween the U, S.
and Japan, I always had that dread in mind. And it hanged on me like a

then this

am still even today wondering why a man 1like Hitler dida't get

and earry that dread of mine out. He would, I thiak, have succeeded

ring about war betweea Japan and Americes, and avoid America joinimg the war

That is ny opinien, you know; it was. I am still vondering
entering Three-party paet. As I $o0ld you the other day,

net & three party pact to start. Germaay simply, after the whele

deternined detween Japan and Cermany, asked Germany to siga it in

Berlin. At first it was intended to be signed a2t Tokyo and detween Germany
and Jupan alone, and it wvas made later threeparty by von Riddentrop.

Q. Then de you want to qualify your previous stetements conceraming the
purpose of the conclusion of the Triparty Pect!?

A. Fe, I repeated that point then and again.

Qs And you have previously said that your main objeet was to prevent the
U. S, from entering the war.

A. Yes, that is right, and vhat I mentioned mov too, and limiting the
sphere of the theater of war, and net to make it a2 real world war. I have
many objects, you know. I repeated that peoint more than tvice yet.

Q- VWell, you were the Ninister of Fereign Affairs in the gabinet, and you
never disclesed this other purpese or fear to anyone in the cabdimet, and

you never discleosed this purpese or fear te aayoene else. The only one you
ever %ol 1t to was this newspapersan. Hov long after the conclusion of

the pact?

A. Long after. I think it was last year.

Q- last year!

A. Fo, bdefore the last year.

Q- VWell, what 444 bring the U, 8. and Japan %0 war? Do you kmowv now?
A. Tojo Government attacked Pearl Harber

Q- Aad also Singapere.




A. Singapore, dut with Americs it wes Pearl Earbdor.

A. h.Mhﬁ!ﬁmMmmhlwulm‘

vas.not in my comsideration of the relations
betveen our two countries. mgmm

S That is & pretty definite statement, ien't %7

A. Yes.




Q- Vhat about that statement!?

R. ulmmtuﬂ.lmmulymphgltlmthmlf. lest
others may get a hins. ~

Q- VWell, another statement, "In this time there is only ome way our mation
ean take. In hoge affairs it means the estadlishment of a mev social

order effecting a defense status of the country, and creating ome spirituwal
unity of one hundred million people." Do you remesber making that statement!

A. Ko, I don't remenmder.

Q- Well, if that is youwr statement, is that in keeping with your idea of
Hakke Ichiu?! In suppert of it?

A. TYes.

Q- HNow, in a speech delivered 15 Septesder 1940, eantitled "lLooking Back
ot the Estadlishuent of Memchukuo®, -~ "The day of 24 Fedruary 1932 will
shine drilliantly and for a lomg time in the histeory of the world. On that
day Ismperial Japan challenged bravely the hypocricy which is a principal
characteristic of the present world civilimtion. This is the day on whish
Japan set the world on the read to real pesce without hypoariey. Also on
that day, Japan dealt a fatal dlow to hypoeritical civilisation, and
saintained the status qua.® Do you recall that?

A. Yes.

Q Is that in keeping with Hakke Ichiu?
A. Tes.

a speech delivered 22 August 1940, entitled "The Origims) Mission
Tamate Bace," ~~ "The enphasies is on the estadlishment of the Greater
Japan, Manchuria sad Chins as s dasis,
region. I am convinged that this is
people.” PFages 9 and 10 from this

A spesch made 22 August 1940. Do you recsll that

Q- And If that statement was made by you, would you say that that is within
your meaning or understanding and ideolegy of Hekke lchiut

A. Tes, with the understanding that that same ideal, in principel, would




be carried out throughout the world, just aS Aserica is for democraey.
Just the same.

Q. Now, in a speech entitled "The Establishment of a Greater East Asia
Co-Presperity Sphere," 10 August 1940, you referred to the announgement of
"the elements of our fundsmental fereign policy” and to the adove speech
‘as ¥ the dasis of Japan's foreign policy." It contains the
following phrase, "In estadlishing the Greater Zast Asia Co-prosperity
sphere, we cooperate vwith nations having the same bdeliefs as we. Abowe
that, ve must create mere countries of that type and must elimimate all
ebstacles with firmness."

A. Yes. ‘ ¢
Q. Is that within the meaning and understanding of Hakke Ichiul
A. Tes.

Q. Now, ia asnouncing the diplomacy of the Imperialway, August 1 1640, in
speech, "I have Deen insisting for many years that this is the miesion
f our preclain the sux Imperial way to the world. At preseat
liey of our nation wust first of all be the estadlishment
ta

Co-Prosperity Sphere, encompassing Japan,
in ascordance vith the great spirit of the Imperial

Q- That was your speech of August 1 1940. I believe it was made at the
Piet, or vhen you were Fereign Ninister.

.

. The date I don't recal, dut I was saying that.
Does that emdedy part of your understanding of Hakke Ichiut

P

r

Alse, in & way, 4% wes the explosien
the pesceful deyelopment of Japan by Anglo-
cause of the China incident was really
our national diplometic policy. The

country sust de considered.” Do you reecsll that?

Anglo-Saxon, dut the rest I recall. It was that

laying every obstacle in the way and trying to drive Japan
out of Nanchuria.




Q. Well, if Anglo-Saxon is in the speech, ie that {n the meaning of this
Hakke Ichiu

A. Vell no, not necessarily.

Q. Bot necessarily. Yhat is meant by the term "The fact thet Japan is a
Divine country must beo considered."?

Oh, that we alvays say. That is, a country of Ged.
Vell, what about other sountries, area's they froem Ged teo?
L don't know. Other countries may say vhatever they like adout it.

Qe
A,
Q- What do you think about 14!
A.
Qe

r

Ve Japeaeee alwaye refer to Japan.

.:‘m.mumm.uuomru-tuummumu
or ! |

Q. Well, you called 4t o the sttention of the pesple of the werld, for
the"fact that Japen i¢ Divine country must be considered.” Vhat




scenes there was a sutual wnderstanding. Since I kmew adout 1%, I teld
f this conclusion." Do you remesber making that statement?

Vhat 444 you mean, you kmev adout it behind the scenes?
Simply I meant that I felt seo.

P!’P!’!‘
:

Well, you say "1 kmew it.,behind the scenes there was 2 mutual wnder-
standing.” Vhat 414 you mean by that? .

A. 1 used enly streng words, that is all.

Q. What do you mesn there was a mutusl wnderstanding behind the scemes!
A. 1 felt Italy would come out vichorious.

Qe Vell, in April 1541 you wvere Foresign Ninister, weren't you!?

A. Yes.

Q. And speaking as the Toreign Minister, you say "I kmev it. Behind the
scenes there wvas a mubual wnderstanding. Sine I knev about it, I $old you
of this conclusion.® And you referred to something you told them in
h&m!. ¥hat do you mean by "there was a mutual understanding dehind the
scenes."?

A. Vo mutval understending. I thiank I was teld by the Oerman and Italiasn
endassies wo.

Q. And 1% was dased on the conversation with the Germen end Itdlan
enbassies that you made Shis disclosure that you fereteld im Fedruary that
the Italisn Army would make a comeback?

A. I thiak 1% msust be that. I think It must have come from conversations

Qs Now, Shis spesch you delivered at Hibysa Hall in Tokye %o 2n sudience in
April 1%1. Teu were Foreiga Ninister.

A. That is after my return from Burepe, vas it net?

Q Yes, in April. You were Minister and you were giving the people
sone firsthand information cencerning vhat you had discevered, and you

sads this statenent, "lLast Tedruary I fereteld thet the Italian Army weuld

stage a comsback ia the mear fubure. Novw, 414 you say that, as stated here?

A. Vell, 1f 1% 1s in uy spoech I must have sald 1t, or mafe I got some
inforsation in Burepe.
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Q. VWell, wvhat interest did you have in the Italian Army in Fedruary,
that you foreteld the Italias Army would stage a comedack! Vhat interest
would that have o your people here in Japan?

A. The Italians were not making mush headway and naturally there was much
speculation sdout them, and so I said se.

Q. Vell, as a matter of fact, vhen you were making this speech you were
trying to Justify the Italian commection with the Triparty Alliance,
wverea's youl

A. Yo, I was saying semething for Italy Decause a great maay people thought
I1taly was weak.

Q. ¥Why d1d you sep fit to call to the attention of your audience -~ you
are Toreign Ninister -~ the feot that Italy hed mede a2 recovery in the
ssssult on the Balkans and in Nerth Africal

A. Begcause Italy wae one of the Three-Party Paect.
Q. Aad you were therefore interested in their success!
A. Eaturally.

Q. In the same speech, "Soon after I came dack from Gemeva, I advecated
strongly the disselution of political parties. I was called erasy.”

A. Yes.

Q. Vas this disselution of the political parties — was that within the
seaning of your understanding and interpretation of the idelogy of Hakko Ichiu?

A. No, it had nothing %o do with 1%,

Q. Vell, the dissolution of the pelitical parties, has that got saything
te do vith your theory of Hakke Ichiul

A. Be.

" Q. What 414 this have S0 do with!

A. As I told you time and again, thet I wanted So, I worked againet that
mummmmtmwuummm-:n
parties in Japan.

Q. Asd the abolitien of political parties as a matier of fact wvas the ais
and accemplishuent of Dotk Fascist Italy and Nasi Germany %eo, wasn'ts 1%7

A. Tes.




Qe 5o in that regard you were advoeating the same procees, or at least the
same asccomplishments, as they had

!
A, Yo, as I aleo said often, that I was at the same time telling people

apan
from what I said, and that comes frem my ides of one house and let us wnite
for the time Ydeing as

complete paragraph on that, “Soon after I came dack
strongly the disselution of political perties. 1!
the young men that a race vithout ideals would
talk of having a histery of 2600 years and of Haokke Ichin,
the world under the Japanese Rmperer, but
serviee %o 1t wve do

Are ing anything %o realisze thatt®
parsgraph that I guoted that other from. Now, does that
recollection

a8 %0 wvhether or net you comsider the mbdolition
of pelitical parties to be vithin the purviev of this Hakko Ichiu?

A. FNo, I sm speaking of twe different things.

Q- hnhthlhthti.m#qndm-fmlhlmofhum.
hadn't Italy and OGermany alse withdrawn from the League of Nations?

A. That 1s long after.
Q- How mugh after?
A. 1 den's remesber, dut pretty long time elapsed.

"R

4 Well, 1% is Srwe, isa't 1%, that you were the person wvhe led the
delegation fron Japan to the League of Natieons, you are the ome that with-
drev Japan from the League, fen't that correctt

A. That is vhat sone of the foreign writers say in their bdooks.

Q Tou walked out, didn'ts yout

A. Tes, walked out.




And didn't you aftervards brag here in Japan that the faet Japan lefs

*

Q.
the League of Nations was a nodle gesture?
A,

J"Mthnmnt. itmmtﬁ.ldlqumuthhqn.
m!mmtouu\ythuun.m!mﬂohtu.

Q. Vell, from one of your spedches, vhich I quoted to you, you justified

A. Yes, I had %0 as & representative of Japan.

. I any event, 13 is true that Jepen, Italy and Germany 414 vithisas
from the League of Nations. '

A. Vell, that 1¢ history.

Q- And 1% was over similayr disputes, vasn't it, with the League? Over

Germany's remilitarisation and Aggression, over Italy's aggression toward
Bthiopia, and hlq-'nuu-mthhuhrmluunt. that these

Rations primerily vithirew from the Leagus of Nations?
A, AS o0 you can maky out theory.

Q. VWell mow, you are a man whe was the Foreign Miniuter, and » keen student
of these affaire, and imn't that substantially true?

A. tu.mhnm-.nnmm;mmmmq. Tou know, the
the late Count UCEIDA,

'f
]
§

exeopt Count Uehida, to reconsider
nlliwhhl-uc-ﬂﬁmuh\uchut of a small committoe $o
“bmmtt‘wuﬁm.m!mouu in mind
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Q. But your public utterances after withdrawal from the League was one of
Justification, wasn't itV

A. Well, I had to justify.
Q. But isa't it true your pudlic utterances justified the move?
A. Tes, Put I am simply giving you the truth about the inside story.

Qe D& you mean your public uttersnces, and also in your private life, it
vas all just a mere sham? You didn't dDelieve what was said, or you didn't
2% the time and you nov wvant to descride that dehind the scenes no one knew

| except you or 2 few peoplel?
A. Seme part.

Qe Let me quote from a beok by yourself, the title of which is "The Great
Task of RBeconstructing Asia,” pudlished in May 1941. Dé sou recall that
title?

A. Ne.

Y+ This book contains some of the most outepoken ultranationalistic essays
by yourself.

A. That is East Aeie, "Oreat Vork of Uplifting Esst Aeis,” and adiressed
to the South Manchurian Eailway Company's young men.

Qe "He states his belief that the present time, in spite of all
difficulties, is the opportunity for the 'zreat expamsion.' If this oppor-
tunity is lost Japan will have to £ confine herself for a fev centuries,”
-~ page 5. “He ealls for an organisation of total war for the expsnsionist
forces, displayed indoth armament and economic power” - page 6. "Fe
asserts Shat the Japanese spirit will not retred defore threat such as the
U, §. esbarge, and finds it necessary for Japan's heavy industries to bdecome
f independent from the U. 5." -~ page 17. "He boaste of developing heavy
r industries independent of the U.S5.A. dwriag his days as President of the
| South Manchurisa Railwey" -- page 21. "In the Manchurian Ingident, Japan's
epirit burst forth and the fire which ence flared wp will never be put outh
the leader, responsidle not only for Manchuria,
Oreater Rast Asia Co-prosperity sphere, and
I%aly she joined those whe are
to race. The Yamato race aleme can
tide over the preseat crisies of
retura of the Japanese spirit

enlargeneat of natiomal pover abroesd. HEe supports ultra-
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‘s push inte the contiment is imevitadle,
Goverament at all ceets.” Page 26 and 42,
generation to-day the destiny of Japen, net enly inm
ia general dut 1se specifically ia Asia, will de determined
vithin the mext few years. He them calls on Japan to choose detween two

vell materially within Japan's
etc., the other is the prosecution

Q. *go unite the universe, $o open our eapital %o 1%, and to make a roof
covering the eight cormers of the world." "This is the Imperial Vay of Jaspan.
In order %o pursue it we must net aveid any sacrifice, we must not shriak
fron danger or difficulty, ve must definitely decide for 1% even if we have
umommummmumuuauuuu.uunm
vhich way Japan must choose.” -~ page 117, Do you re¢all the sudstance of
that mhliﬂ‘ 1f oo it that withia your meaning of the ideelogy of

Bakke

A. I dea't recall all the thinmgs in a thick deok, writien many, many years
age.

Q. Pid you advecate thosethings?
A. Seme things you read.

Q. For example, what 2id you advoecate $o uaite the walerse, opean our
capital to it, and make a reef covering eight corners of the world?

A. I den't recall writing the capital, sbout that.
Q. Did you say in order to purswe it, ve must not avoid sacrifices?
A. Yes, I used %o say thast.

Q. This was published ia Nay 1941, ia regard to the Manghurian Railroad.
"He deslares 1% is not 1ike the other ecomomic organisations which are
estadlished for prefite’ sake, dut it was organised for the purpese of
strengthening the foundation of Japan's national defense.”

A. Fot selely for that, but also for matiemal defense. I had that idead.
3. Ia May 19417
A. I den't recall the date, dut that is after leaving.

~14-




R You 482 write & dook of that title, 2idn't you, "The Great Task of
Reconstructing Asia."?

A. ¥Not recemstructing Asia. I would translate it "Great Task of Uplifting
Bast Asia.®

Q. Uplifting instead of recomstructing?
A. Tes.

Q. The great task of wplifting Nast Asial
A. Tes.

Q. Are the matters contained in this dook that you wrete, are they your
understanding of $he ideal of Hakie Ichiun, or the Imperial Vay?

A, Yes.
vhile
Q. And that was your attitude 2hmk you were Foreiga Minister, isn't that
trus?
A. Tes,
Q. And you still bdelieve ia those principles?
A. TYes, I do. But you must understend ay work as
Qe Did you have a hand in developing the heavy iadustries in Mamchurial

A. Vhat?
Q. D44 you have & hand in develeping the heavy industries inManchuria?
A. Yes, shout those works, South Nanchurian Railway.

Q. Did you state that the Japanese spirit will not retret defore threats
such as the U. 5. esbarge?

A. Naybe, although I don't resollect it.

- lll‘ say that the alliance vith Germany and Italy was for the purpese
otcnﬁmtm-ﬂl-uﬂ

A. For the purpese of vhat!
Q. BErecting & new werld erder.
A. Tes.
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Pid you state that the Yamate Eace alone can save the peoples of the
world from ruinf .

That is what I Delieve even teday.
P14 you call upen them to support Continentalism and Nippenism?
Yesn.

¥ell, did you state Japan's push inte the contineat is inmevitadle, and
uld de carried out by the geverament at 2ll costs?

Yes.

Now, when you say this, hov do you mean te &o the pushing?
fo devend Japan's position.

In other words, to defend by pushing?

By pushing sgainet Soviet Euseis and Chinma.

Asd by that you mean the use of military force?

¥ell, if wve come toclash,

O R e Al SR ST R o g g

¥ell, your publie utterances ia $that Yook are somevhat inconsistent
vith your explanstions here for the purposes of the execution of the Triparty
Allisnee and the pesseful wplifting of the pecples of Asia, aren’t they?

A, Tou may say so, dut I doan't see any inconsistensy syeelf.

Q. ¥ell, you have adunitied here, now, that notvithstanding what is contained
in the Triparty Allisscs, the preamble, six articles, the understanding ad
talks, the private or seeret lotters that ran along with it, nmetvithstanding
all that, you had some other peculiar object in view, in concluding this
pact, isa't that true!

A. Tes.

R um«-mnmumm-mm.u:mmm
en

of this alliance, you 414 not discloss to thes this other id t you hall
A. Oh me.
Qe B0 that, s0 far as you are concerned, the verbiage and expression of

this alliance, together with all other written or spoken inetruments




concerning it, was quite fictitious to your real purpose and intent?

A. Kot entirely fictitious. It is they were the objects toe, but the most
important and chief odject was what I dreaded, and the peint is $his

Q. V¥ell, the point is Shis -- jyou, a8 Forelgn Minister, and your repre-
sentatives, entersd into an alliance with the German government, the
purpeses aad inteat of which are set down in 2 very plain document, and
um-&msm. m..mmhnwtuh the
purpose of the thing. But here Shis afterncea you tell me that secretly
you had some persomal reason for vhich you decided this. ¥Fo one else knevw
exgept yourself, and you did not disclose it to anyone else umtil long
after the conslusion of it. So that, vhateover represeantations you made %o
Eitler or Mussolini were, as a matter of fact, fictitious or mot really the
basis of the thing.

A. ¥ell, they were the object teo, sad my dread that I referred to, I %old
you time and again, the other daye, mot only this afterncon alene.

A. Yen.

Q. You alse have previcusly stated here that in conferemces as a government
Muumluum.unnfcmuunﬁalmln

or %o Jyour owm
mnmmm.nummwﬂmmnmt How are wo
%o determine vhen you are in good faith or when there is trickery, deception,




Qe Tou don't bdelieve they took it on its face walue!
A. They were on their guard.

Q. DPid they not do things wvhick would indicate to a common, intelligent
porson, Shat they were doing things contained in this alliance?

A. Vell, generally speaking, yes.

Q TYou don't delieve now that they were in goed faith conceraing the
alliance?

« I think they were on the whele in good faith.
Qs Do you thisk they had seme secret, undisclosed purpese such as you hed!?

>

e That I doa't know.

% Jou were sppointed a member of the Cadinet Advisery Beard in 1937,
- weren't you Nr. Nateuska? '

A. Yes, dut as I say that wes 20 such thing as Advisery Beard. It i
to cabinet, who asted singly on his own responsidility alome.
vhen the menbers, the counsellors, I think Nr.

Najinia, representing one of the major parties.

S Nay 1 read S0 you, for observation, a more or less historiecal out-
of this Cabinet Advisery Couneil. If you dissgree with it, will you
me after I censluie reading i%. Hupmhﬁthluirv-l.!

concerning its formation: (Book Wo. 246

dslicate Sask of reconciling diametrically epposed
officials and eitisens, Prince Konoye decided %o
Thus vas organised in Octoder 1937

>

%

i

'ia exder %o participate in the
Cabinet's discussion and plamning of important State affeirs comcerning the
China Incident,' the duties of the councillors were largely advisery,

~18-




Fowever, they were coneidered {mportant snough te de psosorded court treatment
similer So that sfforded State Kinistaers. 1a fact, the real matiomal
polisies vere discussed st their semi-weekly meatings and the ministers of ke
various depertasnts were thus 1aft to deal with sdministrative matters.
Serious sxtiomal attitules wers not disoussed 2% eadinet meotings; for it wae
fe1t that 'usless there is Brought tnto Deing an organized bVody of influence
qﬂhpﬂh“ﬂhwmmwt\h combination of the
Seiyukai and the Niaseite. . . Jepan will gontinuwe . . . to have Cadbinets
orgenized on the dasils of compromise anolg the duresucrats, the military and
political parties.' Thue leadere of ing factions, such as Ceneral
Mwumm , Admire) Eiyokazu Abo and Admiral
Sobusses Susteugu were named coungillors. But im spite of the recent
sppointusnts of those sdvecating an aggreesive sttitude in Chima, sufficient
satagonisms etill existed vithin the pelitical arema %o cawse Premier

huam - to consider resigning, first in the f2ll and fimally at the end of
1836.

Sov, I notice here a footmehe, “Other sppointments %o the Couneil included
. « « o Nr. Yosuke Hateuoka, presideat of the South Msnchurisn Reilway.”

Nov, from s reading of that, would you say Shat Shat wes subetentially vhat
brought sbout the sstablishment of the Cedinet AMvisory Soard?

A. On the fase of it. 1 think Gemersl Ugaki Joined us later on. At first
it wes Araki aleme. But thet is & small sistake. It was chiefly, as !
uuhoww.hmwmwhmﬂn“lutmﬂnt

3. The most important fagior concerned sbout the estadl isknent of these
boards asd osbinets and assistasis %o the government, such as the Cabinet
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"An unmistaksdle trend toward centraliszation of pover had developed. The
ailitary wvere quick $o prefit from the gemeral political disturbance following
every sational crieis, and gradwally they acquired more power. After the
cuthreak of hostilities in China ia July 1937, the extremists hed even

vetter chances S0 dictate poliey, and the Eomoye Cabinet found itself faced
vith the task of creating s strong mstiomalized state to meet the new

erisis. The movement for a ceatralised state was greatly sccelerated by he
new hostilities, end the leaders quickly inaugurated measures which placed
Japen on & war-time basis withia a year.

"In assuch as large quantities of war supplies were imnediately required
for the army and savy, the Industry Nodilizatienm lLaw, origimally premulgated
on April 17, 1918, was enscted on Septemder 10, 1937. By Shis emactment the
Govermment was wﬂhtﬂnt&mmmhrofﬁa&nt
eperation of the more impertant industries. Factories manufacturing or
repairing srticles of war and these preducing raw materials or fuel for sush
factories were 1iadle to Govermment comtrel. PFreperiy could de confincated,
the impert or expert of raw materials sad fuel sould be contrelled, and
requisition could de made of materials as well as laber. As this lav alee
provided for the effective operation of these provisieas, the Government was
in & far strosger position them at any other time since the Verld Var. Te
supplenent this measure, various lsws, such as those restricting the
transport of horses, and the reduction, exenption and pestponsment of the
payuent of taxes for seldiers and other persons serving in the war, were
enscted. The movesent toward mational mobdiliszetion was uader way.

"CABINET FLANNING BOAND

*She suscessful execution of the Mumitieans Industry Nobilisation law
vas facilitated by the existemce of thres policy-making commissions whieh had
he beritage of, the matienslist cabinet of
£ these, the Price Pelicy Commiesion, devised re-
f commadity prices, and aldvised the Kenoye
s stricter lav of isdustrial contrel Sthan the Prineipal
the cartels were operating. The second

sedies for the umusual rise
to

of tventy full-time cownmeillors,
sers appeinted from ameng offie

. Asting largely as a coordinating and

ing agent, and directly attached to the cadinet, it transcended all

and hed power %o decide the urgenmey, impertance, od prieority of

the various departaents. Furthersere, as




evidenced by the faet that it was responsible for the authorship of the
Sational Mobilisation Lev enacted March 16, 1938, it had the power to prepare
vills for submiseion $0 the Dist, s well as to make recommendations on econmomic
matters. It was, in fact, an extremely effective organization for the forma-
tion of 2 whified natiomal peliey.

"Following the insuguration of the Komoye Cabinet, Nr. Koki Hirota succeeded
Hr. Tuki s Chairman of the Board, so that by the begimaning of hostilities
ia July 1927 sam organisation alresdy existed to prevent any deparmental
suggestions from rumning counter te a maified natiomal pelicy or those of any
ainister from deing in conflict with the Frime Ninister or his mest influeatial
adviser. The Board was clesely related to the Ceatral Economic Coumeil
sstadlished by Imperial Ordinance on July 1 to serve thePrime Ninister by
{avestigating and stulying the pelisies which he referred to it, such as the
coordination of econonis measures and their execution in reference to the
Japanese Bapire as a vhole. The president of the Ceatral Zconomic Couneil
was the Prime Ninister; its vice-president, the presideat of the Soard of
Planaing: snd its chief secretary, the vice-presideat of the Plamaning Board.
Thus it was practically the ecomomic division of the Board. Fimally, by
Imperial Ordinance on 19, 1938, both were amalgamated with the
Resources Investigation Commeil into a Plamniag Couwmeil to 'investigate and
give counsel, vhen referred to by the Frime Ninister, on important matters
relating to the development and empleoyment of mational resources in all
their aspects both in pace and in time of wer.'"

Q. Do you agree vith that?

‘A. But vhat you resd is mot all Srue, as I see it. Really, the pelitical
parties were not so powerful.

Q. V¥ell, they were represented in this council, werem't they?

A. Fot as the leaders of political perties, dut persenally, and not much
{mportant business was placed before them.

Q- VWhat element did you represent on this Advisery Commeil?

A. Bisply te get my experience.

Q. Vell, 1ot me read Shis sentence here and see if that doesn't substantially
state the situation as 1t existed at the $imel! “An usmistakable trend toward
centralisation of power had developed. The military ere quick to prefit frem
the general pelitical disturdance follewing every matiomal erisis, and
outbreak of hostilities in
chances to dictate peliey,
task of creating a strong
sovenent for a centralised
tilities, and the leaders guickly




Q. Well, that paragraph -- do you recall that that was the situation at the

time?

A. TYes. I told you I was thea inm Chima. Anyhow, I don't attend the
conference very often. I was not ia Tekye.

supplies were

large quantities of war

arny ead navy, the Industry Nobilisation law,

, 1918, was enacted o September 10,

1937.°
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No, sbout those things I had mo interest and I never paid attemtion to.
It—-mlh“um.wnﬂmluﬂr

No. And I -~ over discussed or not —— I was mostly mot in Tokyo. That
vhy the other day I told you I refused point dlank to de 2 couneilior.

Q. Vell, sayway, "Property could be confiscated, the impert or export of raw
materials and fusl could be contrelled, and requisition could de made of
materials as well as lador." - Tokyo Gasette No. 3, Septemder 1937, p. 48,
That was one effect of this lav. "As this lavw aleo provided for the
effective operation of theee provisions, the Government was in 2 far stronger
poeition thaam at any other time since the Vorld VWar. %o supplement this
measure, various lawe, such as those restricting the transpert of hawes, and
the reduction, exemption and pestponement of the payment of taxes for soldiers
and other persoms serving im the war, were emseted. The movement toward
nstional mobilisation was wnder way." Do you recall that?

e £ r

A. Fo, I don't interest myself ia that.

Qe .I-u. vhen, in your present juigment, did the total mebilisation of Japan
for war commence!?

A, !mm.ummmwtnwul. And T knev generally
that the govemnment was mobilising the country real stromgly.

A. No, I doa's.

of commodity prices and advised
of industrial comtrel than the

friscipal Industiries Oomtrel lew under which the cartels were operating.”

you recall that!?







Q. Did you kmev Nr. Hiretal

A. Yes.

Qe Did he succeed Nr. BEI as Chairmsn of this Board, if you kmew!
A. VWho is WEKI?

Qe He wae sppareatly Chairmen of the Oadinet Plamning Beard.

A. I don't Shink Uki was ever.

I will read the full text %o yous “Following the imsuguration of the
Zoki Hirota sugceeded Nr. Yuki as Chairsan of the

"The Board was closely related to ths Ceatral Ecomomic Coumcil estabdlished
on July 1% -~ do you reonll thatl

Coumncil of vhat! I dea'$ reecall.

S0 serve the Prime Minister by invebigating and studying the policies
he referred $o 1%, such as the coerdination of ecomomic measures and
exscution iz refersnce te the Japanese Empire as & whole." Do you
such an institution ae this?

were creating offices and offices and offices. 1

is the point I am Srying e dring out. Vint 414 that indicate Se
indicate that they were preparing for a war, or %o carsy

hed slready Deon in existemce? Avcording %o this, in Nay
the Japeness troops commensed some further setivities in

A. 1 thisk 1% was largely an attempt on the part of the goverament %o mere
mumunummnmamcmm.ut
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A. Tor finding more sffective ways of national 1ife, and anyhowv you must
knov that Japanese officials 1ike very much to create head offices.

Q- New "The Presideat of the Central Heonomic Oouncil was the Prime
Ninister; i%s vice-president, the presideat of the Beard of Plamaning; and
its chief secretary, the visce-presideat of the Plamaing Beard. Thus 1§
wvas practically the ecomomis division of the Board. Fimally, by Imperial
Ordinance on Fedbruary 19, 1938, both were ameslgamated with the Rescources
Iavestigation Council inte a Plamning Couneil to 'investigate and give
counsel , wvhen referred %o by the Prime Minister, on impertant matters
relating to the development and employment of national rescurces in sll
thl:aqo:uhtlhmulhu-olm.' Do you recall those
conditions

A. Fo. While I don't recall, if 1t is s0 written it must de true. Night I
tell you that the Prime Minister gemerally vas made presideat of such
beards and bBureaus, ete., dut oh .

Q. m.-mmm.mumutunm.

A. Ihnnnrhnw:u-luhr.

According %e this, m were appointed October 1937 on the Cadinet
leury Couneil.

Yos.
Qe As & member, did you dedate there?
A. Bomstites.

Qe Conceraing the Chine war?
A. Tes.
Qe
A.

¥he d4id you dedate with?
¥e were gathered ia one roem.

Hov adout semi-weekly meetings that were held!? M4 you attend eny
of thess!?

A. Yhea I was in Tokye.
% Vhen did you attend then?
A. Several tines, and argued for sn early ending of the Incident.

P.




Q. What imeldens!

A. 1 %4 them there that we must e doing something with Americes, to bdring
adbout bdetter understanding.

Qe  Vhat wes recommendation for the process to dring as early ead o
the war wvith !

A, To Salk vith America direetly.

Q« Vhat adout Japen Just vithirawing her troope and putting an end %o
the war?

A. Vell, that will eventually come, but 2o attempt at conversations with
America were made after the commercial treaty was adrogated.

Q- Ascording %o the many dooks and documents and speeches which you made,

both as an offiecial and as & private eitisen, indicate that you had very
definite on matters invelving the Greater Bast Asia co-prosperity

sphere, and the development of the Japanese sphere in REest Asla. Vere you

2ot concerned about these mztters, vhen you were a nember of the Advisery

Oounsil!?

A, Vell, from the start, as I said, I %014 Xonoye that I might De exmcused

because I wulda's de able %0 take part in 1%, and as 2 matter of fact

I didn't attend very often, and I don't kmow. -

3. W¥ell, vhere were you vhen the war breke out against Chima in 19877
Against Chisal I thiak I was in Tokye.
hmnﬁh“ﬁﬂhthﬂ
Bo, I was back in Tokye.

A.
Q-
A.
Qe Pid you have an office ia Tokye!
A,
ia
e

Yoo, that conpany bas always s dranch office, and I had ay owm residence

Fov vhen you were in Nenchuria and president of the South Manchuriss
W.Nm“mmmnmm conversation with the




A. Well, concerning heavy industries I had in my charge.
Q. ¥ho were some of your friends in the Army in Nanchuria?

A, Tho eould I ecall friemd? General ITAGAXI, he was & chief of staff at now
Chang Ohin. Let me see, I think sbout WAGAXI, I think I can't c¢all my
friead, though I kunow him, -

Q. Vell, there is some evidence that certoin members of the military were
{mbued with the same ideclogicsl idess you had congerning Hakke Ichiu, the
and uwplifting of the people in East ivia. Had you any persons
seguaintances--ia the military with vhom you discussed your
ideas on this sudject?

A
3 ot amyl

A. Bo. ITAGAKI is = rather silent man. HNe seldom discussed anything.
Se

the

Vhat was his 1dea sdout uplifting of the people of East Asia, and
Imperial way?

A. VWell, I mever discussed with him, so I den't knov.
Pid you know TOR0 when he vas in Manchurial

The heavy industries in aid =nd sssistance of the armed forces.
Concerning seme of the heavy industries, yes.
And what was the subject metter, them, of the discuesion?

Tojo came there, I thiak {t wes tenth year of Talsho or Showa, emd
Chief of the OGendarmerie - Japanese Military Police -~ then

T e eoe

i
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A. Fe, I had nothing to do with i%.

Qe And the supply of material or movement of $roope?

A, 1 tsmedistely detailed a general stationed at Mukien to take sontrol
so far as 1% relatm $o the Sramspertation, etc. The Japasese military,
you must know, are very jealous about any layman to discuss military m=tters.

Qe humhmotmmun.nlhmhok.mngny
thmlﬂv‘lﬂtbwmm&hmm-ﬁur.u
to the aid it had given to the military.

a8 that is concerned, that was a co-relation of
to the needs and requirements of

saying that ouwr works in Manchuria was bdoth ecomomic
But the presbdent of that company is not suppesed to know
He Just carries out the works assigned.

Q- Ia May 1941 HONDA -- did you ever kmov smyone by that mame?

A. OGemersl Homda? I dea't kmow him. I knov General Homma.

Q- Tou don't know anyone by that name?

A. B,

Q.

Pid you ever have any conversation vith a man by the name of FHonda
concerning cooperation with the Army and Navy aims in Chinat

o, I don't knov & man by the name of Honda to start with.
The name 1s not familiar te youl
Not only not familiar, but I don's knov Genersl Honda,

Well, Af 4% faa't & general, 1% could de 2 private citisen. Does the
name mean anything te you!

B L e
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A. There ie a Nonda wvhe wae our asbassador to China.

Q. "Honda foroed Matsuoks to cocperate. . . . to take 4% out of the hads
of the goverament and make Mateuoks virtually a dictater.”

A. ﬁnumxo.

Q. TYou mever made that remarkt

A. Fo me.

Q. Did you declare on September 13 1943 that you were overjoyed to hear
that your close frieand Nusselini bhad been rescued!

A. 1 don't recall. I was sayway confined in my house.

you hagpy at the resull of his haviag deen rescued after the fall of Italy?

A. Vell, I admired the Dold attempt of Hitler's.

Gernans

did

from Japan %o Bussis in an attempt
and the Russisns?

Q Well, that fs the question ~- on Octeder 7 1943 did you go
in an attempt to negetiate peace Detwveen Germany and Soviet Ruseia!?




Did you make such a statement % hin!

I might have said #e.
This was in 1943.

Floisoher was not in Japan then.

I mean the statenent you might have made defore. This was a2 deek he
published ia 1943.

A. 1 don't recellect, Yut anyhow o Fleischer I never made such a state-
nent Decause he was back in the States by that time.

Qe ll.lmmthl.chlhnfbttcémuhtmw.hpﬂn
beyond eriticism?

A. Yes, the Imperial reseript or ordinance,for any impertant instrument
you the Imperial reseript. And parion me, that was Bert Fleischer,
« Wilfred was the sen.

Q- P4 you pudlicly reduke Asdassader Grev at 2 farewell luncheon given
%o Mauiral Jemura on the eve of his departure for the U. 5., en the dasis
that Jepan's differences was due te the lack of understanding on the part
of the U. 8.7

I nover personally rebuked Nr. Grew. That is & fabricated stery.
¥ere you instrumental in bringing to Japan Nazi agents from Germany!?
Fe.

To carry on their work here!

Ne.

Pid you ever wea¥r a waifora which was the “Streagth to Join Movement"
German uniform!? -

¥o.

You never wore such a thing?

Ho.

Do you know vhat sush & wnfforn was like?

erere

the

o ol A 2l R
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1 steadfastly

on the 1ist as adviser vithout
ne for consent I stead-

)




Vas he

I think so, Dut he never Salked sdeut i%.

A
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