Form ACAZ) T AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT (Reclassify when

Sheet | of § filled out)

¥

&

1

|. GENERAL

o ECRET
(a) Unit Reporting VE=49 (b) Based on or at_ Uo® S4N JACINTO (¢) Report No. ACA=1- 60

. 0
(d) Take off: Date 10 August 1945 Time (L zT) 0707(I) (Zone): Lat. 38 15'K Long 143 50'E

(e) Mission Strike - MAMUROGAWA ajrfield ~(f) Time of Return 1136(1) (Zone)

II. OWN AIRCRAFT OFFICIALLY COVERED BY THIS REPORT.

NUMBER

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (@)
6 planes carried 6-5" HVAR [k.149 Inst.nose & Mk,159
FOF=5 | VF=49 10 10 rockets & 1 500# G.P. bomb, non delay base
3 planes carried 6-5" HVAR [Mk.103A-1 Inst. nose,
rockets ik,101A-2 Non delay tail,
ocikets same fuze,
1 photo plane, ammo, only.

111. OTHER U. S. OR ALLIED AIRCRAFT EMPLOYED IN THIS OPERATION.

TYPE SQUADRON NUMBER BASE TYPE SQUADRON NUMBER BASE

TBM=3 | VE=49 7 USS SAN JACINTO

IV. ENEMY AIRCRAFT OBSERVED OR ENGAGED (By Own Aircraft Listed in |l Only).

 (a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g)
TYPE NO INO ENGAGING TIME LOCATION OF BOMBS, TORPEDOES CARRIED; CAMOUFLAGE AND
OBSERVED OWN A/C | ENCOUNTERED ENCOUNTFR . GUNS OBSERVED MARKING
— 4
NONE (ZONE) _— . ]
(ZONE)
. | LA— §
i s - (ZONE)
(h) Apparent Enemy Mission(s) A
Did Any Part of X
(i) Encounter(s) Occur in Clouds? X It so, Describe Clouds
(YES OR NO) (BASE IN FEET, TYPE AND TENTHS OF COVER)
Time of Day and Brilliance _ | X
(j) of Sun or Moon .8 . (k) Visibility .
(NIGHT, BRIGHT MOON: DAY, OVERCAST: ETC.) (MILES)
V. ENEMY AIRCRAFT DESTROYED OR DAMAGED IN AIR (By Own Aircraft Listed in Il Only).
(a) (b) DESTROYED OR DAMAGED BY: (c) (d)
TYPE : DAMAGE
ENEMY A/C | TYPE A/C | SQUADRON PILOT OR GUNNER GUNS USED WHERE HIT, ANGLE CLAIMED
NONE




=iy

* OPNAV-16-V-#537
Form ACA-I
Sheet 2 of 5

2

AIRCRAFT

ACTION REPORT

RESTRICTED
(Reclassify when

filled out)

REPORT No. _ACAw] = 60

V1. LOSS OR DAMAGE, COMBAT OR OPERATIONAL, OF OWN AIRCRAFT (of those listed in 11 only).

(a) {(b) (c) (d) (e)
CAUSE: TYPE ENEMY A/C WHERE HIT, ANGLE (List EXTENT OF LOSS OR DAMAGE,
TYPE OWN A/C SQUADRON TYPE GUN, OR OPERATIONAL CAUSE self- sealmg tanks, eqmprrswena;t”?w?tr) (Give Bureau serial number of planes destroyed)
s L . d
| NOMNE | | = RN RIS N )
& AT _ I .
3 b S N ) )
- 3 4
4 R N B - - e
5 of B s o o _
6 ~ L ’ e 3
i ) e U B . I ~ 3 e N A
8 . et . " i BRI , L . ]
9 N . ) PO LT N e e . sl ~ a—
100 P IR ST - g o | B . o
11 e e N WO NI T S T | i . o
12 - . . A= —_—t Al = P S W W B ) R )
13 i - ) e 3 A NS W I
) ., S e R P . ISR S I ——— N
VIl. PERSONNEL CASUALTI_E_§__|__n___a_|rcraft listed in | oqlif__l_@gnhfy with planes listed in VI by Nos. at left). -
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e)
NO SQUADRON NAME RANK OR RATING CAUSE CONDITION OR STATUS
_NONE| GRS TR o
| | i e A e U o A S — M i T i . N
nd e b o b . UL NOR S e e i ide A P e e e B I - P N
B ViIl. RANGE, FUEL, ANP__AMMl_._J_N_IT_IQbI DATA FOR PLANES RETURNING N
(a) (b) (c) (d) L (e) (f) N () TOTAL AMMUNITION EXPENDED (h)
TYPE MILES MILES AV HOURS AV FUEL AV. FUEL - NO. OF PLANES
A/C OuT RETURN IN AIR LOADED (“ON SUMED 30 50 20MM MM RETURNING
A= e . - = o X S G {.._.__ =k s AT e — gt ——— S
F6F=5 | 190 | 190 4hr§ 2 4_1n 400 325 _ ROCO(average per plane) 10
IX ENEMY ANTI-AIRCRAFT ENCOUNTERED (Check one block on each line).
CALIBER NONE MEAGER MODERATE INTENSE
HEAVY — Time-fused shells, 7Smr and over B ) N A B
MEDIUM — Impact-fused shells, 20mm-50mm BT L. T (S - ) R
LIGHT — Machine gun bullets, 6 5mm-13 Zmm o . T - T
X COMPARATIVE PERFORMANCE, OWN AND ENEMY AIRCRAFT (use check list at left)

SPEED. CL.IMB,
at various altitudes

TURNS

DIVES
CEILINGS
RANGE
PROTECTION
ARMAMENT

No airborne enemy aircraft were seen,
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Form ACA-1 - AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT ieeinei . ‘wheis

filled out)
. (OMIT THIS SHEET IF NO ATTACK WAS MADE) ’

Xl. ATTACK ON ENEMY SHIPS OR GROUND OBJECTIVES (By Own Aircraft Listed in 11 Only).

REPORT No ACA=]l= 60

(a) Target(S) and Location(s). %%&?&uggfi‘jr:}gA UNDER ATTACK) (b) Time Over Target(s}' 0845(:_[_)* (Zone)
(¢) Clouds Over Target______ 1500 feet NiB\bO(BAEMgS TYP]E-CK E:!-?Eﬁ.ﬁ_s_a_&_ﬁﬁ_{m = o . et
(d) Visibility of Target____ Partially obscured by showers (e) Visibility 5 .
(f) Bombing Tactics: Type Glide, minimum altitude ____Bomb Sight Usedik o8 Illuminated gunsight
(LEVEL, GLIDE OR DIVE) {TYPE)
Bombs Dropped per Run ""“l"""‘i‘ﬁm:féﬁ PR Spacing_____ ?EEETT‘“““"**' Altitude of Bomb Release 899&_5“
(g) Number of Enemy Aircraft Hit on Ground: Destroyed 15 __Probably Destroyed__ O Damaged _ 16
e rone | owelows on (MNONMCATACKNGY  coues o Ammunmion | 3o Mison | oawwce B i
GPove of trees NE 300 x 1 r i
" of field. | 300 VF=49 1 -500# GePe | 1 Two planes (SE)burned.
W8oded area west e
of fielde | | VF=49 2 - 500# G.PF. 2 Two Zekes burned.
Wéoded section, SE ' | £
corner of field. | VF=49 1 = 500# GeF. 1 4 SE destroyed.
Am¥dships on small 1 f—
engines-aft freighter| VF=49 1 - 500# G,.F. b |Blown up and destyoy=|
(JHST =Sugar Dog) ) ed.
389311; 14199, | | . % AN _A
6 Building in 1 :
QOkachi Town. | VEF =40 1l - 500# G.,P. 1 __Unobserved,
7
e san _

(0) RESULTS: (For all hits claimed on ship targets and for land targets of special interest, draw
of hits. For all targets give location and effect of hits, and identify by numbers above. S

Three photographs are hereto attached.
Fhotograph Number One included on this page
shows a plane fired in small grove near
Mamurogawa airfield,

Photographs Number Two and Three are in-
cluded in atteched shect, FPhobkograph number
Two shows two heavily camouflaged single-
engined planes west Northwest of the field.,
Photograph Number Three shows pine grove
northeast of the field in which are seen
many hidden planes(indicated by arrows).

(p) Were Photographs Taken?___Ye8 Photographs of Damage, V

ALLSET - MFD, 3Y THE EGRY REGISTER CO

g



PHOTOGRAFH NO, 3

EXHIBIT A




G-GPNA\.’aLV-#SBT
Form ACA-|
Sheet 4 of 5

d.

ENGAGEMENT WITH ENEMY

OWN AIRCRAFT

Disposition
Altitudes
Speeds
Approach Tactics
Use of Cover, Deception
Angles of Attack and

Their Effectiveness
Distance of Opening Fire
Defense Tactics and

Their Effectiveness ¢

ENEMY AIRCRAFT

Method of Locating, Distanq
Dispositign

Altitudes

Speeds

Approach Tactics

Use cf Cover. Deception
Angles of Attack

Distance of Opening Fire
Defensive Tactics

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Own Weaknesses
Enemy Weaknesses
Otfensive Tactics, Own

! " Enemy
Defensive Taztics, Own

i ", Enemy
Flexible .Gunnery, Own
Escort lactics
Fighter Direction
Use of Radar
Night Fighting
RCCDQHMIO:"L Aircraft

ATTACK
OWN TACTICS
Method of Locating Target
Apprecach to Tarqget
Altitudes, Speeds
Approach
Dive
Pull-Out
Dive Angle
Strating
Retirement
Defensive Tactics
Use of Jamming

DEFENSE, ENEMY

Evasive Tactics, Ships
Concealment »
Searchlights '
Night Fighter Tactics

Use of Jamming

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Bombing Tactics
Torpedo Tactics
Effectiveness of
Bombs Torpedoes
Seiecticn of Tarqgets
Fuzing
Strafing Tactics
Defensive Tartics
Use of Radar
Reconnaissance
Photography
Briefing

OPERATIONAL

Navigation

Homing

Rendezvous
Recogn:tion, Ships
Communications
Flight Operations
Search and Tracking
Base Operations
Maintenance

AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT

L

XIl. TACTICAL AND OPERATIONAL DATA. (Narrative and comment. Describe action fully and comment freely,

(Reclassify when
filled out)

&

REPORT No ACA=l= 60

following applicable items inmehecke list at left. Use additional sheets if necessary.)

At 0707(1) ten fighter planes and seven torpedo planes of Air Group FCRIY=
NINE were launched from the USS SAN JACINTO to strike lemurogawa airfield in
northern Honshu. After crossing the Japanese coast it was found that a thick
broken overcast extended inland, with visibility gradually lessening as the
mountain range along central Honshu was approached. Little pre-strike- in=-
formation had been available about Mamurogawa and it was found to ba a small,
earth surfaced field with one hangar and one other building,with foundations
laid for the construction of three more hangars., The field appeared to be so
poor a target that Lt. L.4A. Gundert and his wingman were sent down to inves-
tigate the advissbility of an attack. Four camouflaged planes were discover-
ed along a road extending from the southeast corner of the field, A strafing
run was made and one plane was burned by Lt. Gundert. Lt(jg) Jamouzian saw
his bullets going into another of these planes, but he could not make it
burn. The division regained altitude and made another run on the same planes,
Cne of the three remaining rlanes was thrown on its back by a bomb dropped by
Lt(jg) Jamouzian and the othcr two, which were probably very close to the
first, were certainly heavily damaged by the bomb blast, Iecovery was made
at extremely low level and a number of camouflaged planes were seen immedige
tely north of the first four planes discovered. In all, over sixty planes
were found around the field, mainly in a grove to the north and along the
western and southern boundaries of the strip. These were brought under very
heavy attack by the entire strike group and it can be safely said that more
than half were destroyed and the majority of the rest damaged. Lt(jg) Jam=
ouzian burned five single-engined planes and destroyed two more with rockets.,
Lt(jg) C.A. Bricknell burned two Zekes in the southwest corner of the field
by strafing. Lt. Gundert destroyed in all, four singles by a bomb hit, and
burned one ether single, sixteen planes were damaged by the fighter group
which also included Lt(jg) R.W,., Millbourn. No anti-sircraft fire was en-
countered despite the great number of minimmm altitude runs made over the
field, each pilot averaging at least twenly passes. T1he planes were SO
heavily camouflaged that some planes from other Air Groups kept insisting
over the air that no planes were there. Fhotograrhic evidence bears out the
pilots! estimate of planes seen,

Lieut, C,H, Peters, cormanding o 'ficer of VI=-49 gnd the flight leader, de=-
tached Lt., R.J. Schlosser's division (photographic) with instructions to
vhotograph Tsuruoka, Obanazawe and lMamuragawa airfdelds. The thick overcast
above 1500 feet made it difficult to get photographic coverage. Lt.Schlosser
lost radio ccontact with the flight leader and no -one in his division was able
to make contact. During this period of time when the division was orbiting |
a fuel storage building was blown up by Lt(jg) W. Collins by direct rocket
hit. When it became apparent that radio contact between the groups could
not be obtained, this division returned to the east coast, near Sendal alir-
field, At this point a battery of heavies threw up a number of bursts of
flak very near the flight, but no damage wes ceused. South of Sendal town
a locomotive and about nipe cars were strafed and rocketed and the locomo-
tive left ablaze. 4 wide sweep was made around Sandai and a run was made
from north to southwest agdinst that field. No operational planes were
seen, so the installations were strafed and rocketed. C(ne small, previously
undamaged hangar was left on fire. 4nother attempt was made to photograph
the assigned fields and a course was taken above the overcast to the west
coast. The Japan Sea was reached just south of Sakata town and from there




SOPNAV V- #537
Form ACA-|

RESTRICTED
Sheet 4 of S

4

AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT

(Reclassify when
filled out)

L

REPORT No ACA=1« 60

XIl. TACTICAL AND OPERATIONAL DATA. (Narrative and comment. Describe action fully and comment freely,

ENGAGEMENT WITH ENEMY

OWN AIRCRAFT

Disposition

Altitudes

Speeds

Approach Tactics

Use of Cover, Deception

Anales of Attack and
Their Effectiveness

Distance of Opening Fire

Defense Tactics and
Their Effectiveness

ENEMY AIRCRAFT

Method of Lccating, Distance

Dispositign

Altitudes

Speeds

Approach Tactics

Use cf Cover. Deception
Anqles of Attack
Distance of Opening Fire
Defensive Tactics

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Own Weaknesses
Enemy Weaknesses
Ottensive Tactics, Own

i " Enemy
Defcensive Taztics, Own

4 " Enemy
Flexible .Gunnery, Own
Escort Tactics
Fighter Direction
Use of Radar
Night Fighting
Recognition, Aircraft

ATTACK
OWN TACTICS
Method of Locating Target
Apprcach tc Tarqget
Altitudes, Speeds
Approach
Dive
Pull-Out
Dive Angle
Strating
Retirement
Defensive Tactics
Use of Jamming

DEFENSE, ENEMY

Evasive Tactics, Ships
Concealment
Searchlights

Night Fighter Tactics
Use of Jamming

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Bombing Tactics
Torpedo Tactics
Effectiveness of
Bombs, Torpedoes
Seiection of Targets
Fuzing
Strafing Tactics
Defensive Tactics
Use of Radar
Reconnaissance
Photography
Briefing

OPERATIONAL

Navigation

Homing

Rendezvous
Recogn:tion, Ships
Communications
Flight Operations
Search and Tracking
Base Operations
Maintenance

following applicable items in-check list at left. Use additional sheets if necessary.)

a search was made to the south for Tsuruoka, This field was found to be an
unoperational and undeveloped auxiliary strip and hardly worth atiack.
About ten miles northeast of Tsuruoka town another locomotive was fired,
Some ammunition and rockets remaining, the division leader decided on an
attack against Matsushima which was found uncbscured when the eastern coast
was reached, A4 single high speed run was made at minimum altitude across
the field and the southesstern dispersal area was strafed., Lt. Schlosser
burned one twine-engined plane.

In the meantime, Ens. J.K. Norrie, when over the target area, reported a
malfunctioning plane engine and was directed to return to base with his sec-
tion leader, Lt(jg) N. Goodson. 7The return to base of this section wes made
through Okachi Van where a small engines-aft freighter(JNST-Sugar Dog) was
seen moored with two luggers alongside. Lt(jg) Goodson dropred his bomb
directly on the deck of this ship and it was seen to blow up. Lhe two lug-
gers were strafed on a second run, but no damage was observed. Ens, Norrie
dropped his bomb on a building on the beach near the ship,but no damage was
caused. On retirement a radic-radar station at Shirohane Saki was strafed,
but the damage caused was not assessed, The entire strike had returned to
base by 1136(I). The Score: 15 planes on the ground destroyed; 16 grounded

aircraft seriously damaged; 2 locomotives destroyed; 1 oil storage building
destroyed; 1 engines-aft freighter (JuST=Sugar Dog) destroyed and 1 hangar
building fired, |
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XI1l. MATERIAL DATA. (Comment freely on performance or suitability, followin‘g check list at left.

" : = )
ARMAMENT Use additional sheets if necessary) .

Guns, Gunsights
Turrets
Ammunition
Bombs, Torpedoes
Bomb Sights

Bornb Releases

COMMUNICATIONS

Radio, Radar
Homing Devices
Visual Signals
Codes, Ciphers

RECOGNITION
|FF
Signals
Battle Lights
Procedures

PROTECTION
Armor; Points and Angles
of Fire Needing Further
Protection
Leak Proofing

EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT

Parachutes

Life Belts, Life Rafts
Safety Belts
Emergency Kits
Rations, First Aid

NAVIGATIONAL EQUIPMENT

Compasses
Driftsights
Octants
Automatic Pilots
Charts

Field Lighting

INSTRUMENTS
Fl.qht
Power Plant

OXYGEN SYSTEM

CAMOUFLAGE AND
DECEPTION DEVICES

STRUCTURE

Airframe
Control Surfaces
Control System
Dive Flaps
Landing Gear
Heating System
| Flight Characteristics
| At Various Loadings

POWER PLANT
Engines
Engine Accessories
Propellers
Lubricating System
Starters
Exhaust Dampers

HYDRAULIC SYSTEM

ELECTRICAL SYSTEM
Auxihary Plani
Lights

FUEL SYSTEM _
FLIGHT CLOTHING |
MAINTENANCE

BASE FACILITIES

Plane Servicing Equipment
Personnel Facilities-

REPORT PREPARED BY:: APPROVED BY

One engine kept cutting out, otherwise,
All equipment performed normally,

R. A, SMYTHE, Lieut,,USNR G, M. ROUZEE, Lieut.Comdr., USN 10 August 1945

5lﬁN.A'rﬂiE I. Offiéer RANK AND DUTY %mgsf;ding Officer, VF_L RANK AND DUTY DATE




