HEADQUARTERS.
U.S. STRATZGIC BOI BING SUnVEY
(PACTPIC)
APO 234
c/o POSTMABTER, S.N FRANCISCO

INTERROGATION NO. 268 Place: Tokyn
Date: 30 Oect. 1945
DIVISION OF ORIGIN: Military Analysis

SUBJECT: Evacunation of Casualitlics and Hospltalization,

Personnel Intcrrogated and Background of Bach:

Lts General K. WATANABE, Mcdical Affalrs Bureau, .ar linistry
Iajor G, AKIZUKI, Medical affairs Bureau, Jar Ministry
Major T, Matzunaga, Medical iffairs Burcau, dar lMinistry

Where Intervicwed: Roor 238, Meiji Building, lokyo
Interrogator: . Captain WValter M, Drozd.
Interpreter: Mr. N, YOKUKAWA,

Allied Offteers Present: Lt. Colonel Hilton

Notc: The thrce Japanese lledical officers interrogated were able
Lo Turnish only the following information at the time of the in-
terview, They have beon given, however, a2 aqucstionnaire which
thcy will answer and forward to this scetion. In addition they
wlll preparc a complets statisticsl study of casualitics sustain-
Cf curing the course of the way,

A, EOSPIT.LIZ.:TION

l. Until April 1945, the control of w-runded and sick mili-
tary pcrsonnel evacuatecd to hospnitals in Japan from overseas thea-
tres was centralized in the Medical Affairs Bureau of the #War MI-
nistry. After “prll 1945, the systur of hospits=s 1izat1rn was dc
centralized and Japan's District Armies were charged with the op-
chatliod prf all But Ttuo of the Army Bospiteals,

2, Jthe Jar Ministry rctszined its contrnl of the lst and 3rd
okyo army Hospitzls, <+he 1lst Tokyo Army Eospital functioncd as
opecial Hospital in the handling of thce most difficult surgical
cagses: The 3Irda Tokyo army bospltal funetionod s & Rocouperation
Hospital, -
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3« &Ll other nedical and surgical cascs were routced from
the Accomadstion Hospit=als ”hlch were located at decbark:tion
points ta spoeclal oy eyl AN 2E Al Yh: gyes Wl vth. .l shriet
ST necstest ‘e oo ol tho Casuality. wpeclal Hospitals wore
devided into thrce classcs. Advsnced Surgical cascs, Tubercular
cases, and lental cascs. General Hospitals were Recouperation

£ Hosnitals,

g 4, Military pecrsonncl casualfics were frecuently forwarcded
te National dJelfarc liinistry Hospitols (nen-nilitery); thesc hos-
\tals scrved as recccuperation and c-nvelcscent 1nqt1tutlons, glv-
Ng-ncral trcatment to casualtics ' and preparing dissbled NG =
* nY Thelr return to clvilisan getivitics,

L 18T IES ON CAaBU-LTIEE
L Thb following are stwtiatics suhrli*? h lajor LATSU-

E c1f1c Arcas, and in SE asla tnrouvh thb purloé Duccmbur
to sugust 1944,

- - a4 : . ety eAepTy o




The total sick casualties for this period was 1,073, 515

This figure was broken down as follows:

Recovered and returned to duty 944,804 88.0%
Evacuated to Japan Proper 63 ZEnl 5 o 9%
Di:d in hospitals ovcrsecas 174941 1.6%
in oversecazs hospitals at tine of

rcport 47,469 4 ,4%

2, Of the 63,731 sick evacuatcd to hospitals in Japan proper,

Recovered and returned to duty 30,342 47 67
Died in hospitals 2y 201 1.5
Discharged as permanently disabled N 062 97
Discharged to Yational #clfare Mini-
stry Hospitals or sent home to recoupcrate 15,156 23, 8%
Inhospitals at time of report 10,970 17.2%

3, The total wounded for the poriod December 1941 to august 194
in thc Central and SW facific Ocezn and SE Asia through the
perincd Deecember 1941 to sugust 1944 was 65,322,

Of the total woundcd

Heocovered and returncd to duty Ly 159 1.8, 67
Evacuated to Japan proper 1.3, 0620 20, 9%
Dicd in hospitals ovecrscas 34 939 53, 57
In overseas hospitals at time ol
rcport 4,604 7 4 0%
4, Of thc 13,620 wounded cvacuated to hospitals in Japan
propar.
Fecovered and rcturned to duty 3,630 26.9%
Died in hospitals 165 1.2%
Disshetged a8 Rcrmun@ntly disabled 2,362 17.3%
Discharged to Yational Jelfare Mi-
nigtry Hosplfals or sent hortg To .
recoupwrate 4,344 31.,9%
In hospitals at time of repnort 3,119 22.9%

5 The following statistics covcr the period Deceomber 1941 to
March 1943 2nd consider the 27,864 military personncl casualtie
evacuated to Japan proper from the Central, SW Pacific srcas, ar

SE Asia., This analysis 1s only fragluntarv1 but was the total 1
formation availablc at the interrogation, <he indicated discasc
crecated the greatecst casualty proble~ generally.

Of thec 27,864 casuasltics cvacuatcd
444 hdk infectious 1lakﬁsus (typhoid fever, Dysen

tary)
J;8ll had lMalaria

4 126 had Tuberculosis
894 had Plucrcsy

C. Transport of Casualtiecs in Overscas Areas.

1. <dhe transport of casualties from front lines to recar
arcas was accomnplished by special mediczl transport units,
Litter units carried casualtics unable to walk as far back as
the Line »f Comrunications Hospital., Ambulances also functioned
in the evacuation of casualties, and picked up casualtics as f1
forward as the Batdalion Dressing Station feor cevecuation to
rcar instellations,

"he Wasuslty Transport Unit", a functionaly ol inc ar

Headcuarters was used along the line Wf oveeuation as the si-
tuation demcnaed,
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2. *hortages in transport facilities wore expericneced,
how=-cver it could not be detcrmined from the interrogation
how accute thesec shortages were. It was indicated that

. Improvisations of litters and ambulasnccs were not uncormon.
‘Truek and animal c-rts were frequently wuscd to transport
casualties to the rcar, Rail transportation was utilized
when available , |

3. Hospitals ships wcre the chief form of transport usced for
the evacuation of casualties to Japan proper, Capacitles for
these vessels averag:d between "00 and 1200. Merchant
vecssels also evacuated casualtics on return trips to Japan
after discharge of cargo,

4, OShinrping difficultics startcd in September 1944 and very
few vessels were running between the Central and SW Pacific .
Arcas and Japan. the method of cvacuating however cone-
tinucd firom ports in SE Asia up through China, Manchuria,

and Korca by rail and across the Tsushina otraight by vessel
: | to hospitals in the homeland.

- 5, lotal crsualtics evacuated by air pianc numbered 1000

: for the period of the war., Fron Singapore in April 1944,
300 casualtics wcre transportced by air to Japan. In Marhh
1945, 300 morc werc transported, The route by which these
600 casualtics were ecvacuated w-s: Singapore, (Malaya):
Labuan, (Borneo); Manilla, (Philippines): Taihoku, (Formosa)
to Ayushu, 400 more were evacuated by pl-ne to Japan
intermittently threough the period of the wat from Manills,
Kcelang, and Saigon,

6. Statistics showing average pecrcentages of casualties
cvaciated rearward by varying mcans of transport between the
scveral medical installations are as follows:

From the front linc to Battalion Dressing Station,
60% walked, 407% wcre carried on stretchers, or on backs of
othcr men, ete,

From Battalion Drcessing Station to Division Ficld
[iresesgea ]

40% walked

40% transportcd by Enbulanieces, triacks, elte,
2075 carricd on stretchers

| From the Division Ficld Hospital to Line of
Communications Hospital,

17% walked
60% transported by ambulance, trucks, cte.
23% carried on dtrotehors,

Other details and statistics are bcing preparcd
by Lt. Gencral #ATAN..BE, Major MATZUNAGA, and Major AKI-
ZUKI. Another intcrrogation has bcen ciranged for 5
Novoentbor 1945 at 1400,
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