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INTEIOGATION W2, (USSBS NJ. 233) Plzca: Tokyo
(W% T 53) Date: 3 November 1945

mime: 1330 -~ 1545

Nivision of orisin: Navael Anezlvsis Division

Subjects Rattle of SUBIGAD 8IRal1l
Fersonnel interrogoted anl beckrround of eac.s

Co-mender MORE, Kekichi, IJN, was Torpedo Oriic=r on tie stafl of
Vice Admirol S¥IMA, CinC 5ta Fleet, from i2rch 1644 to February
1945, and in this c-pacity TooX part in the night actien 1n
QITTGEN STRIIT in October 1944, e was Captgin of destroyer,
PITSUKI from Decembér 1941 to Auzust 19429 gtaff of lotn
Scvatron from August 1942 %o Februvary 19433 Ceptaln ©of destro7er,
SATAK:Z3 from larch 1943 to imy 1243; Student, Vaval Stalrl
sollece frowm IMay 1943 ta Jebruary 19443 Staff of hth Fleet Trgu

Tat o= ey - .
Febhru-ry ToO

¥

.-

Varch 1944 to Februsry 19453 Navy Hi.adquerters from
r—l

September 1645,

Yo b

nere interviewred: eiji Twilding, noom 743

1
—

Interro.aters Lt. Comdr. J.A. Field, Ji., UST..
Internraten:? LY. CUoMtr, o

L£11i2ed O0fficers Present: None

SUNMMARY

ORT discussas tha composition of The Japanese ﬁgh

T N3
latter nort of 1944 and its planned assiznnent in the
h: shrinkking Jopanese perimeter, He fells Tas story
ive sortie against the criprled Tnited Stctes 3rd
?leat and of their part in the Battle of SULIGLY STRAIT. 1ue
interro~asion clz»i’ies the aitherto puzzling cusstion oI Ty o
apparently separate Japanese forces were pressnt in thet battile,
and previcdes interestin: into- metion on the quality of Japanes=

eper:tional »ianning at thet period of tne W:r,.
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it was your ol

T was Torpedo 01
Heisde y~“ n t'n samz ship as Admircal SHIINA or weTe you on AT
dogtrover """1“3'110? '

I wae on Ton Tleae Tleustlls

)

T -ould like to know W ot the composition of thh 5T.. Fleet Was,

Thot Qwﬁ~s Thgmed tho 5t Flact in October 1344

“he 5% Plset t1ns composed as followss

J

i)l

s o, )

)
)

21st Scu:zdron (first so
".-‘*.,T ﬁ C i g (
(

:r,'--,()

@ (“'l &

ASTICRA

180 Tornne SCU iﬂon
"‘*T“LL ! ( i )
”T whﬁU T (93
US”IO (D9)
LREAOND (DD)

lare TLEA and KISOH in this flest? _

=t amd KISO b-lon~asd to thds flect belore trds action, Just
before this ﬂctlon, two ov L‘“m tent to other fle-ts, TAIL To
0Z17Ah's Tla.t, I &0 not romerbher aboul Ti otlier, 4 Think 1%
wag about Octobar 10ty this 5,@ Fleet wes originnlly & nart
of DZLiL%s Zleets '

~ ~~
I

o vow mean, for exrmrle, it wgs pore 2O 0Z&TA's fle-.t in “ne
m:?IPmAS “ction?
Tadls S55a F t ”“s ~ssizned to the defense ol tie northern 07T

-JU

(.

4
GF 2 ek nl ﬂﬁ” ~tinned ~t OMINATO. Ian Auzust of 1%44 tacy rere
2ttzchied to OZ“*Z'J MLeat - to the lst jobile Flast, tazt isj not

tO tii: 3rd Plecty

las the 16%ta (cruiser) SCL.ilon CVE

r & part of t.i¢ Hth Aleet?
Mo 16¢h Seusdron wWas-L > timz o port of the 5th Flest; tacse
crpisare ‘rers sttoched uO s St Ple ;t for s ey ghevt nerliod
*”om Octobur 20 to October 2. JU t bafore Lz SOOGS0 SavRly
¥ i t |

e e BoY THh 0 SToM Tal Sta 5

vou lcft the INLAYD S3A on th. 14tk of October, is taaw corraecti?
Left the INLAND S34A at midalzad 14«15 Qotobar.

FO? Whét purnose did you lsave the INLAND S.4j 7hat was Thg
ga oF this soPelo?

tack the romoindzr of your Tlext after the Hatile oflf
20 4, nlso to tckoe carc a Japanlse auTvivors of thg 21T ePUWS
Thich wors sa2ot dovn.,

“Mmy 3id you not continue, way d4id you tura cfestwnrd TO @V”dlna-

hen tre ceme down wo Tound your task fhrel very stronse soO W

chnansed conrsa, intending to wrotea tas d.v:lopmont of Tt Jopan-
sga ~ir ntiack Trom TO Hlba.

Orizinally, howsver, aad you been “nfe med thet our flect was "0
groatly eakened? '
Althouzh w2 kmesw tho American t: sk force was around wo wer:z not
sure of thie strensth and location, we did not know ta. ax-ct
strenzt> of Th. tosk force.
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On thc other hand, Japanesc strength was not strong enough to
face American takk Sorce face to face; so our mission was to
find a remnant of American force and center attack on weak point,
We expected that there must be quite a number of damaged vessels
around here, so our intention was to giV¥e an attack on those
ships, not touching the sound force.,

At the time of this sortie, was the Sth Fleet just the 21st
(cruiser) Squadron and the 1lst (destroyef) Squadron?

One or two destroyers of this 1lst Squadron were delayed an
account of repair, one or two destroyers were not there,

However, there were no cruisers om other heavy ships except for

N/ CHI, ASHIGARA, and ABUKUMA?
Those were all the gruisers,that is correctj no battleships,

After your force retired to AMAMI-O-SHIMA, what was your next
mission?

At the time when they left AMAMI-O-SHIMA, the operation of
KURITA's fleet was not decided yets; so the order was for us to
come to BAKO and await gurther instructions.

Was it intendcd at that time that the 5th Flect should go To
LINGGA and join KTRITA's flect therej was that ever intended?
Therce was not intention like that.

Tor whose instructions wers you to wait at BAKO-for instructions
from 0ZAWA, TOYODA, or KURIT:? How did your movement dcpend

on KURITA?

Waited for instruction from TOYODA. It did not ex=ctly depend
orn KURITA's movement but that is one fictor., Hcadquarters did

not know exactly for what purpose they should use this fleet
because there were chances of joining to KURITA's flect or to
0ZAVA's flect or to reinforce the PHILIPPINES by transport of
Army troops from FORMOSA3 so we had to wai® anyway until TOKYO
Headquarters decilded.

Was it at BAKO that you were joined by the 16th Squadron?
16th Squadron did not Jjoin us, They came under command of the
Sth Fleet; buty; however, did not join with 1t in the action,

Where was the 16th Squadron at this time when they reported to

your command?
When we were at BAKO, the 16th Squadron was engaged in transport
of troops into the Central PHILIPFINES,

Then whem you left BAKO what was your mission?
e knew the movement of KURITA's fleet and the order was to
cooperate with KURITA's fleet and attack LEYXE,

You were instructed to attack LEYTEj; you knew that when they
left BLKO?
Yes, we knew that,

Was it specified when you left BAKO where you should join amd
how you should cooperate with KURITA's fleet?

Not to jéin his fleet, we would not do that. The instruction
was to cooperate with KURITA's flcet by coming from the south,
the mission was to support or cooperate with KURITA's fleet
coming from the south, and it comsequently happened that we
cooperated with NISHIMURA's fleet,

When you left BAKO did you know bhat NISHIMURA's fleet was also
intended to approach fromtthe south?

I am not cuite sure but am inclined to think that NISHIMUR.,'s
movement became known after we left BAKO,
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TRAFSCRIPT OF INTERROG.TINX OF (COMANDER HORL, Kokichi, IJN).
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e did not know th: exact course of NISHIMIRA's fle:t, but
vnoew his fleet would coms io LEYTZE on the 25t

Q. “hen you left BAKO did you believ. VAl weuld have to forco ths
eniranc: tm SURTGAO STRAIT alone, or did you bolieve you would
have th: assistsince &f o“her ships?

i, To expected to meke arpraaci ~rlone until we learned ol NISzl-
MU Ys movement., )

0, Could you szy just waen you 1carned of NISHIMURA's movemen®s?
&7 T pepnot yepry well ramember when we learnad of RISAIED L's
movementgs, but I romember that when tuacy wer: northwest of
LINGAYEN we sent airplincs to MoNIlLa to get information of
NISHIITRA and KURITL's movemants, The ~irrlone had tha mission
to get informetion; Dbut balorc We received th- information
throuzh this alrplane, e recsived tho information from somc-
Jher > to the sonth concerning KUITA's fleat ¥ r~alo,

9., For this oper-tion did you hold all ns=c
co munizotion pl-ns, opcrction plons, @

L. 7o hod no decumeants fTor plans, just know accordin; To rodie
massazes; but we hod roticr thorouzh documcniory pl-n for el5
oporation when the american Torce comes to thoe PRILIFPIN®S,

ci O
O
I W

0., Then you hed the basic ovorall plan b not the later dotriled
plan for th: epcoration? '

4. No.boc~usc this was o devi-tion from th: ovaerall origin~l plon.

0, In thz erigincl plan, nad you axpactod to form 2 pore of Do TL'S
force or did you expcct to cooperota +ith him?

4. In thoe erizinel plon SEINA 2nd 02a e FLPG suppeszd to coopur~te,
The devistion was th~t our force did nov coopurate with 0Zs l. but

£ o o 1 Tl
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0. How lonz 41d you ramelin avt SO5ON RAY; whaot did you do Tiersey

A. T 2m not surc brt beliwveltaaw we ~prived at CORJN bofore Eho
gusk of the 23»d =no 1aft thors ~t 2 otclock of thoe morain’ - B3
the 24%th, o rofucleéd ther:, aad as thacrfe 7as NO bank.r Tosrs
wa hnad to take fuol from crulsers ©o dostiroycrs.

Q. Did vou cxpoct o find o tonxed G | |

9o did not know thu movencnt o th. tankersy so rezllr Adid not
oxpect tonkor sho:zld be thers: tut we 2ad tho “feng that tacre
might be a toanker therae,

Q. Did you rreelve nny surther instractlons 214
magss 1o you spoke ofy Zivanl o dotsiled Time, oF TOULE; Sa¥
Pardhsy ipatruetionst

A. Vlc rocaived no further instructions,

O
@
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posc in -~ponrozcalng throush SURIGAO STRLIT WS o tY
5 yvou to do wi.n you <nter 4 LEYIE GULFY

flcat wos supposcd to attocek first and the mission of
ot tras to attock the romcinder after thc confusion oOF
s attack. ' e e, g P

"
4%
S

3. Do you mean the part of KURITA's fleet that he himself ~romnanded
was to attack first, or that NISEIMURATS part of the fleet was to
attack first? _ e

A, Our fleet did nat know the liaison petween KURITLZ and NISHIMUR.,
but we knew the mission: we were supnosed.to attack after tiiese
combined forces attacked LBYTEL,

Q. You a proacned then, following NISUIMUR., is that correct?
.A.. YeS, vigf . 8 o s

e *
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In what ship was Admiral SHIMA embarked?
The flag was in NACHI.

When you approached south of NEGROS did you sight Admiral NISHI-
MURA's fleet? Did you travel 1n company?
No, we did not see 1t.

Did you ever sec it during the course of the operation?

Even though we did not sight the body of the Tfleet, wec knew
they were at SURIGAO STRAIT by the gun flash, and by that
knew NISHIMURA was there.

When you were passing NEGROS did you know how much distance

separated the two forces?
T thought NISHUMURA's force was aboult forty miles ahead,

How did you know NISHIMURA's fleet was ahcad of you § when did
you receive precilse word so that you knew where he was?

T knew when we left CORON that NTISHIMURA would go through
SURIGAD at 0100 of the 2 Eh, L think this is the casc but 1 am
not positive in my memorye.

What time did you expect to go through SURIGLO?

The plans werc to go through SURIGAO a2t 0600 in the morning, I
am not sure when; but while passing threugh SULU siA we changed
this time to 0500 in the morning because We knew KURITAts force
had been delayed, We made this change af advanceing ths Time

by onc hour in order 1o give more effective support to NISHIMURA
in view of the dolay to KURITA's forca, Then perhaps when south
of NEGROS, we made the second change to make our cntry at 0300
in the morning with the same purposey because we Xnew KURITAL!s
force took reverse coursc during the afternoon, NISHIMURA

ought to have reccived some information from us and NISHIMURA
should have made new time here, However, as NISHIMURA did not
change his own ent2y time, his position would be even WOrsc than
beforey so we changed our time to 0300 in the morning to give
him appropriatc support. |

#That was your specd of advance while passing through SULU SEA?
26 knots.

Then when you decided to advance the time, how fast did you 207
22 knots, wented to make morc speed but couldn't do it becausc
of 1aek of Tuel,

On the 24th while passing through AULU SEA and MINDORO SEA,
whre you attacked by our aircraft at all?

- We poceived no attagk at any time.

Did you see any of our aircraft?
No, We worried that we would be discovered by your planes but
did not sec them,

I would like to know what type of information you had on the
24th, on the progress of the other forces, You knew Admiral
KURITA was under attack and reversed course for a time, is that
corredt?

That was the only information we got about KURITA's movcments;
as for the other fleets, we did not know,

vou heard no message from Admiral O0ZAWA concerning the operations
of his carriers?
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TRANSCRIPT OF INTERROGATION OF ( Commander %RI, Kokichi, IJN),
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Q.

We intcorcepted a message from OZAWA's fleet.that he was giving
~ttack but we did not receive that message directly.

Did you have any communication with NISHIMURA's force that day?
No information was recceived = radio slilences, I am not sure when
it was overheard but NISHIMURA sent over the telephone that he
was recciving attack by your torpedo boats.

Did you know that Admiral NISHIMURAL had been attacked by our
aireraft the morning of the 24th?

We did not receive any information like that and did not know .
that, We thought that both NISHIMURAYs fleet and our fleet did
not receivedany alr attackson the 24th, We thought NISHIMURL's
flecet and SHIMA!'s fleet were progressing without any attacks.,

What information did you have of our force inside LEYTE GULF?
What force did you expect to meet when you entered?

I think we recoived the information from our planes of the re-
sult of the search on the 23rd saying that the force in the GHEL
was very formidable, the mein body in the Gulf and some Lorpeds
poats at the entrance. As to the full detalls, the information
did not t-11 anything Iftrther,

You then did not know how mapny battleshirs, cruisers, etc.?
One information told us seven or eisht battleships and one ro-
port said about forty transports 1in the Gulf.

In your position on the staff of Admiral SHEIMA you naturally
had acecess to all the available information, did you not¥

Yes, and in this operation I was standinz on the bridge all the
time, I think that T saw all informntion that was received.,

The purpose of the 5th Fleet (L{dmiral SHINMA) was generally to
attack our ships, is that correct? We had some information
that you werc carrying Troops as reinforcements,

our only purpose was to attack your shipsj we Were not carryihg
troops. '

Would you sketch the disposition of your flect, the cruising
disposition as well as the attack disposition?

(Sec Annox A.) In the disposition assumed for entry, two des-
trovers were kept ahead as lookouts, but it was intended belore
making the attack to have them fall 1n astern and to have NACHI
lead the entry into the Gulii

tbout what time d4id you recelve the messnge from NISHIMURL that
ho was under attack by torpedo boats, and what was the location
of SHIMA's force at the time you got the message?

That was at midnight. I think we were about 28 miles, bearing
030 from CAMIGUIN ISLAND,

Will you tell us bricfly in your own words what followed?

From about 2200 we were followed by American torpedn bontsj we
1id not sce them but we heard inter-torpedo boat cormmunications,
the teleplione, '

Did vou get any information of value from those communications?
We could guess from the communication that your main force was
waiting off PALNLON ISLAND. W wers caught in a very heavy storm
after 2400, |

From 2200 you had bhozn followed by our wotor torpedo boats, 1s
that corredt? |

233 =6~
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TRANSCRIPT OF INT:ZRROGI. TION OF (Commander I'IOQ, Kokichi, IJN).
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A, I think your motor torpeido boats followed from perhaps 2C00 but
2200 was the actual interception of the messages.

Q. But you did not hear from NISHIMURA until 2400 that he was beling
attacked, is that correct?
A, I think that 1s about rignht,

Was your force attac%ked by motor torpedo boats? If so, when?

: ABUKUIIA was attacked by motor torpedo boats about 0300 o1 Tae
25tk

Shortly after midnight you passed through a storm?
Yes,

At what speed were you then travelllng? -
le were doing 22 knots, we were 1n the aprroach disposition,

. When did you begin to see the flash of gunfire from NISHIMURA
tihhat you spoke of eurlier?
. I am not svre about thce time, think about 0100,

O B D PO PO

. What happened or what did you see from your force between the
time you left this storm and 0300 when you were attacked by
torpedo boats; did anything of importance occur?

. e proceeded peacefully without any attacks.

=0 B

. Did you receive any further information from NISHIMURAY

. We overheard the telephone sent by NISHIMURA to his fleet to
reverse course to avoid torpedo attack and take evasive action,
that was the last mess-ge we hal from him; I do not know whether
ocr not it was destroyers or torpedo boats,

O

. Do you remember whether this telephone came beTorce ABUKUMA had
been attacked by torpedo boats or afterwards?
Before the attack,

This was an instruction from NISHIMURA to SHIMA to reverse, or
merely to his own force?

No, it was his own force,

So you continued your appreach, is that correct?

We proceeded r=zgardless 6f this conversation and heard nothing
further,

= O > O P

Q. ‘"hat was their action after tnat, what did their force do,
what harpened to them?

A, (Sece 8nnex¢) The tide was runninz north so we were set too close
to PANAON ISLAND so we had to change course to the eastward;
so we changed course by turn movement to the ecastward and again
resumed our original course, and then those two destroyers which
had been in front fell in astern of the dispositionj and right
after taking the northerly course ABUKUMA received an attack from
the port side, I remember it was about 0315,

Q. Did you sce the torpedo boats or fire on thoim?
A, We knecw by sceing the machine gunson thce torpedo boat,

Q. Did this attack damage ABUKUMA, any hits?

Ao The wireless room wnich was under thce bridge structurc was hit
and water came in ani the crew in this room were all killed, and
those above that room were suffocated by gas, She was down at the
bow, reduced to about ten knots, abrut 30 were killecd,

£33 wf-
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0. What did the remainder of the dispositon do at this time; did

A,

= O

Qe
A. We knew that other part of the NISHIMURA's fleet was there be-

A

they continue?

mThe remainder of the fleet went on leaving ABUKUMA behind with
no escort. On a course of 0100 after the attacx, we increased

spoed to 26 knots and very frequently received torpedo boat
2tiacks from the vicinity of PANAzON. ISLAND, but no damage was
done, Later we changed course to 000°, Although the rain stopp-
ed, we could not determine our position, poor visibility, and
then we sighted two fires, It was about 0330 whzen we saw two
fires, two ships burning, VvVcry big ships, about 033C. We saw
also a very dense smoke screen, we signhted on either side of
hcse burning ships smoke screens lald by American shilps.

At what range were these burning ships =2t the time of sighting?
Wheon we first saw that fire, I judged it was about 20,000 meters
from their position. Although we knew they were Japanese vess-
ols on fire we did not bother with them, Jjust progresscd, #hen
we came to that place the smoke screen was very dense, as oX-
plained before, and the Japanese radar on those ships were not
working effectively for searchj; they could detect no American
ships on the radar. We knew however LAmerican forces were there
because of the smoke screen and I judged from the situation that
the American force was behind the smoke attacking NISHIMURL! S
Torce, |

Couvld you see other ships of NISHIMURA's force besides the two
which were burning? Did you know where they were?

hind thc smoke; there were flashes from gunfire and we saw the
trail of the shells, but we could not sce the body of the
vessels,

You passed those burning ships and went on?

Yos, the cruisers swung to the right and fired thelr torpedocs
and the d-stroyecrs advanced to deliver theilr torpedo attack,

The intention was to have the cruisers change course 1n column
and fall in astern of the destroyers which would in turn conduct
their torpedo attack., When we reached the.point for the cruilsers
to make their torpedo attack, we saw another ship afire, Later
we found out that this was MOGLMI,

Did you know which wsre the two burning ships when you passed
them?

We thought it was two battleships, but when we arrived at MAN=-
ILA we heard that it was one battleship (YAMASHIRO) and three
destroyers close togcther instead of two battleships., About
0420 the radar picked up a convoy, a group of American ships,
but therce was no more definite information than that. At that
time we received no other information, so intended to center
«ttack on that group. They ordcred the destroyers to conduct
attack, the cruisers turned and delivered their torpedo att:ck
and then ordered destroyers to make their attack,

What range were these American ships? How Tar?

About 12 kilometers, we thought at first that MOGAMI which was
burning was stopped, but evidently 1t was not stopped but on a .
southw=rd courscs and aftcr delivering the torpcdo attack,NACEI,
which was turning away, collided with MOGAMI on converglng cour-
se about 10 degrees., e were all concentrating on the attack,
so did not know the course of the MOGAMI until they colllded,
Although, we thought it was dead in the water, 1t was moving
slightly and we simply over-cstimated our own speed, and thc
MOGAMI was moving faster than we thought perhaps about eight
knots, and in spite of hard rudder wec collided. It was un-
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avoldable;
have steering control.,

NLCHI's speed was forced to lower to 13 knots as a result of the
collision. ASHIGARA turned safoly outside MOGAMI and fell 1n
~stern, The original intention was that NACHI would fall 1n
astern ef the destroyers but it was necessary to investigatec
damage, so we took southward course for about 10 minutes, We
went south and then turned north again, The destroyers went to
full speed of about 30 nots znd closed furthcr., AT this time
NACHI could not make any more than 50 knots which wess insufficient
to make the attackj and also by the smoke scrcen we could not
cucss exact position eT your force 3 so Admiral SHIMA ordered
to stop further attack of these cruisers at this timey called
hack dsstroyers, discontinuing the attack,

Did the destroyers fire theilr torpedoes? |
Destroyers made aprroach for about 30 minutes but they did not
sece the American ferce at all,

For 30 minutes after the eruiser attack the destroycrs closed?
After 0420 they made anproach for 30 minutes at 30 knots but
they did not fire any torpcdoes because still hadn't picked up
anything on the radar,

It was the cruisers who picked up the American convoy on tie
radar? |
Yes, the NACHL's radar caught thc group. The first destroycr
SYTRANUI and destroyers closed until they could sec HIBUSAN
ISTA ND,

But thc destroyers did not sce our ships?

No, and they fired no torpedoesy at about 0500 Admiral SHIMA
gave order to retire and rccalled his destroyers, O & e
~ftor that we saw onc destroyer taking southward coursc and it
was lator known that it was one of NISHIMRA's flect. Knowlng
th-t American torpedo boats were near PANAON ISIAND, we took a
coursc close to the northern tip of MINDANLO., We received a
torpcdo attack again and also rcceived machine gun fire from the
torpedo boats and I belleve that one American torpedo boat was
sunk and one set on firej; that attack was repelled by machine
guns. and also anti~aireraft guns, ..

Was that the last attack you had by ow ships and torpedo boats?
What time was that?
I think it was a little before 06005 it was the last attacl.

What course did you take to retire?

Our fleet met the ABUKUMA and MOGAMI and we procecded together,
ihen we encountered them, ABUKUMA was still headed north follow-
inz original instructdons to attack, but at reduced speced, We
assigned one destroyer each to escort MOGAMI and ABUKUMA, While
we woere assembling 2ll the ships,we received the first air attack,
We saw the airplanes but the attack was not severe at all, and

I do not think there was any damage, At 0900 we received the
sccond attack, We were still trying to asscmble the convoy and
then the MOGAMI rccéived a bomb hit, ACHI and ASHIGARA with
two destrovers went ahead taking westward course leaving other
ships with onc destroyer, and ABUKUMA was ordered to procced into
BUTUAN BLY and cffect repairs, MOGAMI received very heavy dame
age in that alr attack, and while the main force was south of
BOHOIL we decided to abandon MOGAMI and began to shift personnel
of f MOGLMI to the destroyer, perhaps the name ol the destroyer
was AKEBONO, and one hour later I believe MOGAMI sank,
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We loet sight of that destroyer which was part of NISHIMURA's
fleet, we did not sight it againj; but it was later learned it
had gone to BRUNEL BAY., That destroyer Wwas the only surviving
ship of NISHID 2A's fleet, When the order was given for the
ABUKUMA to go to BUTUAN BaY we knew it was not a suitable place
for repairing, so we sent a second order to go 1O DAPITAN BAXY
for repalrs, However she sank later that day after recciving
further damage from air attack, NACHI and ASHIGARA with two
destroyers continued westward and returned to CORON BLY. The
destroyer squadron commnander was changed from the ABUKUMA to
the SHIRANUIL,

Did the two destroyers that were sent to be with MOGAMI and
ABUKUMA later return to CORON BAY?

The destroyer accompanying MOGILMI after they shifted personnel,
this destroyer went to CORON BAYj; the destroyer that accompanied
ABUKUMA , this destroyer rescued personpel off ABUKUMA when she
sank and proceeded to CORON BAY.

Did your group receive ayy more air attacks after this time?

The main body of our fleet received the attack by carrier planes,
which was about 70 carrier-based planes at sbout 124 Ej 1t was
about 1500 in the afternoon,

What damage was done in that attack?
No damage, but we destroyed about ten planes.

That was the last attack?
Yos,

vour force was not at any time attacked by B-24's (Four~-engine
bombers}?

I thought I saw about 23 bilg planes come close TO the body, but
did not attack,

Were they goiing porthwest? -

I do not wnew. The only damage from all attacks on the 25th

was to SHIRANUI, by machine guns, put very light damage, AT

dawn of tnc ;5th +re deotroyers recelved a bombing attack but
no damage, =~ do wot know what kind of planes.,

During the action 1in SURIGAO STRAIT, what roports did Admir=l

- SHIMA wend; what reports and waei. and to whom?

A.

About 0500 on the 25th, we serit meesage to KRITA's fleet and
also to TOKYO and probably To MANILA that we were c¢oing to re-
verse our course,

ITn thls message did you give any detgils of what you had seen
during the night?
Thie message corntained Jjust our movement.

Did it give reasonsg for your rovements?

It gave the reason saying thot after the collision the speed got
very slow to make tlie attack and that we were going to take re-
verse course and later rencw the attack, but no mentlon was made
of when it would be renewad,

Did vou not include any Afcrmation on NISHIMURA's force which
might have Beeci valla e to KURITAY

We thought that NIlcwk citg fleet had sent their own message to

KURITA, so we did coys gerd ary details. We would not kuow about

- that message kesauvyge we 5idn’ € have that wave length; the pre-

vious plans did not allcw for that wave lepgth, The arrangc-
ment was not made for pfﬁgw;gcation Between SHIMA's and KURITA's
force, therefore we qﬂh{%fﬁ;ﬁﬁoverhear message sent by NISHINURA.
SR X L

T
: . ' g ‘;_
"‘ L
o"

S




TRANSCRIPT OF INTERROGATION

Qe

Qe

A

., What was your profes

Kokichi, IJN)q

OF (Commander MORI,

—_—'— -_--—-"_-____-H_-_---__

However you sald carlier that you had heard NISHIMURA telc-
phone, saying to avolid torpedo attack.

Not being a wireless officer 1 am not sure, but I belleve

.1t was a telephore mesSagce

for shorb=-wave communica

Did they have a telephone
o telephone and were all

ships, did you have 'such

same wave length?
A1l ships have the telephone for the near communication and 1if

the telephone of NISHIMURA'!s fleet was fixed to a certain lJeng-
th we could have overheard, I believe th-t is why we recelved
that message,

Do you know roughly what the frequency for close communication
was? ‘
NoO.

gcs, was 1t due
se by

When you heard our torpedo boat telephone messa
to the fact they had a special telephone watch-or becau
chance we were on the same wWave length? -

It was intentional,

1oes?
ffective maximum

iwhat was the effective range of your torpe
With high=speed setting on torpedoes the e
range would be 20,000 meters,

What speed setting did you use that nlght?
48 knots, high speed.

setting of torpedoes the same in all ships or dJo
flagship?®

that speecd is only
and SHIRANAHI.

Was the speed
you speak just of ©he
Among our destroyerys;
large type, the KASUMI

applicable to the new

pid you send out a signal to all ships regarding settlng and

speed of torpedoes OT did every ship decide for 1tself?

I 4id that,

Wren you made this torpedo attack, why did you send the crulsers
first and then the destroyers?
In night battle this is the mos
the tradition for the Japanese Navy that th

. 4in the leading position.

t effective formationj also it 1s
e Commander should ke

sional opinion, as Torpedo Of ficer of the
attacks by our torpedo boats? Were they affective?

I cannot give you a jefinlite opinion because I 4id not know where
“the attack camf@e from, NACHI did not reeceive any torpedo attacits

I do not have an opinion.

We are puzzled by the fact that there should have been two
separate forces, SHIMA's force and NISHIMURA's force, sent to the
same place at the same time to do the same thing, and yet be
entirely independent as far as their command 1s concerned, &
would like to know whether or not such cooperative efforts were
usual or frequent in Japanese practice « whether oOr not you think
it best to unite two guch forces under one command?

I think it is not right this way and it is necessary to have one
commander on such occasionsj but, as explained before, we could
not make arrangements beforehand so SHIMA's fleet dec{ded to get
as clnse as possible to NISHIMUR., but 1t could not be carried
out very. effectively because of fuel shottage.
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on° the 27th the SHIRANAHI went 1o PANAY to assist in the Tress
cue of personnel of the KINU and wa§ there sunk by ‘al reraiys
anttack, The other shlps proceeded TO MANIL. subsequently,
over LKEBONO werc later sunk of f MANILAS

NACHI an?l the destroy
the others returned to BBUNEI ani then to CAMRAHN BAY,

Q. Was it your frrce that ﬁﬁﬁbﬂrded MINDORO on night »f 26th

- Novembér?
A. Destroyers and crulsers which were part of the 5th Fleet
bombed there , but I did not participate in the attack. That

~ttack was made by 0YODO, ASHIGARA, and 4 or 5 destroyers. The
~ttack was conducted by commander ~f thce destroyer squadron;

the headquarters of the ffleet remoined at SAIGON,

Q. Concerning the operation in the PHILIPPINES in October, what

1> you think was the{Main reason Ior Japanese failure?

A. The lack of efficien®*ailr forece, inefficiency 1n aircraft scarch,
shar tage of fuegl, the strength of your force against which we
wate not strang cnough and could not give any subgtantial attack;
for. the purpode Of defense work our force was divided and we
coltld not con@ghtrate or asscemble the defense very well,
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CRUISING APPTOACH PATTLE

DISPOSITION OF FIFTH FL ET
BATTLE 1IN SURIGAO STRAIT

Annex A

4 Adm. TOYOLA :

: CinC Combined Tleet :

b TOkyo
e e e : Ve ACm, IKAVA :
:+ V. Adme KURITA : ¢+ CinC SW Aree Fleet
e Linl Second Fleet ' lranila *
¢ YAMATO Flagship :
s$San Fernardino Strait: | | e

- V. Adm. SHIINA :

o . t: CinC Fifth Fleet :
¢+ Re ACm., NISHILURA : : Suyleac &trelt 3
: "C" Torce - -
: ___ourigao Strait :

Comirand Relationship of
Japanese Forces
cattle of Surigao Strait

24-25 Octorer 1944

finnex R

233 =13-




