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MUSIC

Servant and master am |: servant of those dead, and master of those living,
through me, spirits immortal, speak the message, that makes the world weep, and laugh, and
wonder and worship.

| tell the story of love, the story of Hate, the story that saves, and the story
that damns. | am the incense, upon which prayers float to Heaven. | am the smoke which
palls over the field of battle, where men lie dying: with me on their lips

| am close to the marriage alter, and when the graves open, | stand near by, |

call the wanderer home, | rescue the soul from the depths, | open the lips of lovers, and
through me, the dead whisper to the living.

One | serve, as | serve all: and the King, | make my slave, as easily as | subject
his slaves, | speak through the birds of the air, the insects of the field, the crash of waters, on
rock-ribbed shores, the sighing of the wind in the trees, and | am even heard by the soul that
knows me, in the clatter of wheels, on city streets,

| know no brother, yet all men are my brothers: | am the father of the best

that is in me: | am of them, and they are of me.......c.cceiinnes for, | am the instrument of GOD.

I AM MUSIC. (Anonymous)
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Bangkok Times 7 December 1929

Bangkok is unique in this part of the world in having at its disposal an efficient
and well trained orchestra, capable of giving us good music well played. Phra Chen has
trained his players up to good standard and the general level of the fare provided is high.

Siam Observer Monday December 9, 1929

Symphony Concert
First of the Season s series

A Great Success

There was good attendance at the Symphony Concert given by the Royal
Orchestra under the baton of Phra Chen at the Theatre Royal last night, the first of this
seasan s series.  The programme was a varied but extremely good one and the orchestra was
at its best though in the period that has intervened since the last concert was given there have
been various changes in its personnel; every item being warmly applauded.

siam Observer Friday March 27, 1931
Symphony Concert.
by the Royal Orchestra.
The final concert of the series by the Royal Orchestra under the baton of

Phra Chen Duriyanga was given at the Sahadya Hall of the Grand Place last evening, 1o a dis

appointed meagre audience, This was the more to be deplored since the programme given,
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was from the musical standpoint, probably the best of the whole series. It opened with
Mendelsoohin's overture to Ruy Blas which was played with great swing and verve and met
with general appreciation. It was followed by Beethovens No. 5 sympheny, in C minor,

each of the four movements of which were rendered extremely well................

Siam Observer Friday January 23, 1931.

Symphony Concerts
First of New Series

Excellent Musical Treat

From the point of view of numbers, the attendance at the first of the series of
Symphony Concerts by the Royal Orchestra, at the Sala Sahadaya Samagom Hall, Grand
Palace, last night, was disappointing, but it was exceedingly appreciative of the efforts of the
musicians. There is no question as to the relative claims of the Sala Sahadaya Samagom Hall
and the Theatre Roval for an entertainment of this nature, the former is infinitely the
superior, though the brasses in the confined space last night were inclined to be on the loud
side, but the surroundings helped greatly to bring out the beauty of the string instruments. So
even if the brasses were a little loud, the Hall is superior from the point of view of acoustics...

Local Radio

Both the officials {at 11 P.M.) and the Royal Orchestra are to be congratulated
upon the way the concert of the latter in the Sahadaya Hall of the Grand Palace was put on
the airlastnight ...inn s ;
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PHRA CHEN DURIYANG

Chief of the Royal Orchestra
(European Section)

Creator of New National Anthem
Secretary of Academy of Fine Arts
Royal Institute.

Although Phra Chen Duriyang has
never been in Europe, his talents and his
devotion to the study of European music
make him one of the outstanding masters in the East, It is by his arduous labours that the
members of the Royal Orchestra have arrived at such an advanced stage of training. He also
garnestly encourages the study of European music among the young Siamese in general.

The programme of the musical perfermance conducted by Phra Chen Duriyang
himself during the dinner of this evening party is as follows:

Grand March “Pomp and Circumstances’ (Elgar)
Overture ' Husamunde (Schubert)

Selection "Carmen’’ (Bizet)

Selection “The Flwn Dutchman' (Wagner)

Selection “Rigoletto’” (Verdi)
Fantasia on Russian Meladies “The Glory of Russia’" (Krein)

OB wN

Siamese National Anthems, Maha Roek elc.
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WHO COMPQOSED THE NATIONAL ANTHEM?

WRITTEN BY

PHRA CHEN DURIYANG

Of all the national hymns of the world, the Siamese national hymn known as

“Sanrasocen Phra Barami is one of the most effective and impressive pieces of music. It is

used for the reception of Their Majesties the King and the Queen.

On listening to it when played by a full military band just outsicde the thrane hall
of the Amarind palace in the days gone by, while a state ceremony was in progress, one
could never fail to be deeply moved by the strains of this anthem, in the atmosphere of
serene solemnity, with His Majesty the King seated on the throne, members of the r-::u-.ral.
family and government officials in full dress, paying homage to him. It was then an
anniversary of his birthday.

On examining the melody of the anthem, it will be seen that it is composed of
several simple and detached phrases, strung together like a garland dotted with flowers, but
its real charm lies, in a great extent to the harmonies sustaining it, making it an artistic

praduction,

Who was then the composer of this anthem? This gquestion has been asked by
foreigners and the Siamese alike, and there has always been frequent controversy as to the
real name of its author, The majority of our own people believed it 1o be of Siamese
origin, being composed by an unknown Siamese musical expert in the good old days who
made it up out of the fanfare flourish which is usually played from trumpets (so-called
European Brass instrument) during state ceremonies and later harmonized by a European
bandmaster who then made arrangement for performance by a military band during the early
part of the reign of King Chulalongkorn (King Rama the Fifth), but from the sound and the
notation taken of this flourish, one finds only little connection with the main theme of the

anthem, although it resernbles it somehow.

in order to come to the point as to the original author of the anthem, H.R.H.
Prince Naris - A royal half-brother of H.M. King Chulalonagkorn and a keen artish - had been
approached by the Royal Institute in the year 2478 (A.D. 1935). His Royal Highness had

kindly made a thorough research and had stated as follows:-
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Regarding the national anthem or The Sanrascen Phra Barami., It was stated
that His Majesty King Chulalongkorn, on his first royal visit to India in the year 2414 (A.D.

1871) when arriving at Singapore, came to know that all nations had possessed an appropriate
national hymn of their own, but our nation was yet without one, so he wished that our
nation should also possess one. This royal wish was made known to a European bandmaster
in Singapore, who then made several compositions in the European style with European
wordings and offered them to His Majesty. It is not known whether this bandmaster
composed the music himself or obtained the music from some other sources and his name is
also unknown. His Majesty the King then made a choice of the different compositions
offered him and bought one, which he then commanded to apply Siamese wordings to the
melody; these wordings have later been corrected and altered several times until the sixth
reign when His Majesty King Vajiravudh made the last alteration which remained in use up

10 now,

During a conference of the committees of Siamese musical experts in charge of

taking musical notations of Siamese national music in the palace of H.R.H. Prince Damrong
about 35 vears ago, the writer who was present, then acting as President of the committee,
remembered that H.R.H. Prince Damrong mentioned the name of this composer as Hoodson

or Hudson.
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