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PREFACE

The excavation described in the following pages was carried out by me in
193839 as Superintendent of the Frontier Circle, Lahore. Almost immediately
afterwards, the publication of the Annual Reports of the Archaeological Survey of
India, where the report was to appear, was suspended 8s a result of war-time
ruh-iuﬁumonprinﬁng.mdmonthapuﬂiuﬁunufhhauiumm
abandoned.

Thaaafa.utawﬂlaxpl&inthaddnyinthapubﬁmﬁonufthﬂmhnttha
difficulties did not end here, The antiquities and records of the excavation, kept
inﬁaauﬂiuaofth&anﬁarGhda,b&mmew}ﬂahmuﬂuthupuﬁﬁmd
India. The result has been that some of the line-drawings had to be reproduced from
the photographs of the drawings which ‘were available on this side of the border. A
proper selection of pottery and other antiquities for illustration had also to be
ruled out for the same reason. The author is fully alive to these shertcomings in
t.huraporhhut.faalnthntnabwithnmmﬁngthmthempnrﬁmyhaufmmm
archaeologists, mpedﬂlfthmihnmyhtaronmmnmuunﬁm;tw
or explore the neighbouring areas.

. L. S

New DELHI:
April 15, 1851,
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B. View of deep pits excavated in the eastern slope of the mound.
Plan of the excavation.

A. Bhrine in a wall in Square 7L/2.

B. Closs view of stroctures in Stratom TT.
Specimens of pottery.

Bpecimens of pottery.

Bpecimens of pottery.

Specimens of pottery.

1-18, miscellancous terracotta objects ; 17-22, copper objects.

1.7, stone sculptures; 8, terracotts plague.

1-5, stone objects; 8, spoon of horn ; 7-11, beads ; 12-17, personal ormaments.
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EXCAVATION AT AGROHA, PUNJAB

Agroha is situated on the metalled road between Hissdr and Fatehabad at a
distance of 14 miles from the former. A series of rolling mounds of varying heights,
the highuvst being about 87 feet above the surrounding ground level (pl. I), occupy
about 650 acres of land towards the north-west of the village known by the name
of Agroha. Tradition avers that Raja Agra, later named as Agra Sain, used to live
here and the remains of the Fort on the top of the mound are connected with his
residence?.

It can be said with a certain degree of accuracy that Agrohd owes its origin
to Agra and the ancient name of the town was Agrodaka as revealed on the coins
found in the excavation. The Fort, however, on the top was constructed by Dewin
Nannomal, who was an Agrawal by caste and in the employ of Raji Amar Singh
of Patidla (A.D. 1765-1781)%.

Agrohd appears to have been mentioned by Ptolemy, who calls it ‘Agara’
which cannot be identified with Agra (U.P.) or Agar near Ujjain, as ascertained
by Reynal® on the authority of Bernoulli a French traveller in A.D. 1781. In the
medieval period Zidu'-d Din Barani* and Shams.i-Siraj ‘Afif® have described ‘Agroha
or ‘Agrah’ as a flourishing town forming an important division of the newly laid
town of Hisir-i-Firliza. The severe famine in Mihammad Tﬂghlnqa time had
caused mmuimblﬂhsmgt&gmhluﬂltmudmh&dtyuﬂidmd by
Ibn-i-Batfita®, The latter gives an account of the demolition of the Hindu temples
and buildings and the utilization of thé material by Firliz Shah Tughlug in cons-
tructing his Hisar.i-Firiiza. The buildings like Gujri Mahal, Firiiz Shah's Mosque
and Jahiz Kothi at Hissir and the mosque at Fatehibid bear testimony to this
fact.

It was in the year 1888-80 when Mr. C. J. Rodgers’, Archseological Surveyor
of the Punjab Circle, carried out partial excavations on one of the smaller mounds
to a depth of 18 ft, and unearthed solid brick walls and floors, paved causeways
and abundance of ashes and signs of burning. His diggings were restricted to 15
days only and the objects which he brought to light consisted of coins, beads,
fragments of sculptures and terracottas encrusted with lime, bearing signs of burning,

1 Dr. Batyaketu's book Agrawdl Jan K& Prichin fsihdss contains valuable information which has gratefully been
usea by me.

2 Griffin, Punjob Rajos & Punjob Stale Gasettesrs, Vol. XVII A.
1 J. W. MeCrindle, Anciens India as described by Plolemy, p. 184,

4 Elliot, The History of India, Vol. III, p. 245

5 Iodd, p. 300,

8 Combeidge Hislory of India, Vol. IIT, p. 153

7 Repori of the Punjab Circls of the Archosclogical Survey for 185E-89, pp. 41-43,
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In 1938-39 a portion of the high and extensive mound immediately to the
south of the road was taken up for trial excavations. This mound, like others, was
thickly littered with brickbats all over the surface. Rains have in the past been
responsible for cutting numerous gorges in the mound exposing occasionally to
view the remains of walls. The choice of this particular spot for operation was
partly influenced by the remains of a solid brick wall about 6 ft. high which was
revealed in ane such ravine, running from north to south and cutting right across
the heart of the mound. Here a trench, 500’ long and 30’ wide running east to
west, was sunk to a depth of 12 ft. below surface (pl. IT A). The work was further
extended towards the north where a trench measuring 80 ft. x 30 ft. (its width
was 55° upto the first 45° in length from the point where it met the main trench)
and running north to south was joined to the main trench at right angle to form a
T shape (pl. ITT). The last 120 of the eastern fringe of the main trench lie on a
steep slope of the mound. Out of this length 40 ft. at the extreme east were availed
of for digging deep pits and the rest for terraced excavation consisting of 4 steps,
each measuring 30" X20" with an average height of 6 ft. The last step was levelled
to 40°X 30" in Sqrs. 7p/2, 3, 7 and 8 and the two pits sunk alternately in Sqrs. 7p/3
and 7 were carried to 26} ft. below the surface of the mound (pl. II B). The
bottom .of the pit is about 2 ft. higher than the road lével. T shall now describe
the trench and take up the pits later which brought to light antiquities of far reaching
importance.

The trench revealed the remains of a well-planned and prosperous settlement.
All the structures were of burnt brick and pertained to dwelling houses easily dis-
tinguishable from each other, the full extent of each not yet being clear (pl. TII).
Except a few fragmentary walls and pavements in sub-squares TL/1, 2, TM/5, 10,
which were only 2 ft. below the surface of the mound and were thus assigned to the
Ist stratum, the entire structures in the trench were of the second stratum, though
tops of walls of the third stratum were struck here and there.

All the rooms in the trench were uniformally excavated to an average depth
of 12 ft. Some of the rooms in the south-western side were mostly paved. An
example of a small shrine in the wall of a room was revealed in square 7L/2 (pl. IV A).
The entrances to rooms were well defined by prominent door-sills (pl. IV B). No
charred wood pertaining to door frames was found ; but the use of wooden doors
can be inferred from the recovery of a large number of iron objects, viz., nails, flat
bars, door-rings, clasps and clamps, etc., all accessories to wooden door-frames.

A deposit of ashes and signs of burning were found in almost all the rooms at
various depths covered by squares 7K and 7L; particularly in the rooms in squares
7L/4, 5 which appear to be important as they yielded burnt birch bark manuscript,
clay seal, inscribed die and burnt sculptures, a small gold bead and charred grains,
ete. Deposit of white lime was also found in the rooms in squares TN/1, 2. It may
also be remarked that no single scuplture was found in tact but fragments of several
sculptures were recovered bearing distinct traces of burning.
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No antiquities worth mentioning were found in the first stratum ; but the
second was as varied and rich in portable objects as the labyrinth of well-laid
out rooms. About 401 antiquities were brought to light in the trench up to an
average depth of 12 ft. comprising pottery, terracotta and copper objects, fragments
of stone sculptures, plaques, grinding stones, beads, shell bangles, coins, iron imple-
ments and objects including accessories to wooden door-frames, inscribed clay
die, & burnt birch bark manuscript and a clay seal.

The pottery objects consisted mostly of big earthen jars with incised lines
around (pl. V A) spouted jars, Edndis, perforated vases and bowls, vases with and
without spouts, dabbers, incense burners, cups, lids and dishes (pls. V B and VI A and
B). No painted pottery was found exeept an earthen spouted jar, which had the
black design of wavy eye-lids above the spout. Specimens of pottery objects with
their numbers have been shown in measured drawings (pls. VII and VIII).

Among the selected terracotta objects found in the trench mention may be
made of a heavily incised dish (pl. IX, 1), four colour-hoxes (two illustrated,
pl. IX, 2 and 3), a decorated rattle (pl. IX, 4) and a small medel shrine (pl. IX, 5).
Two round terracotta decorated tablets (pl. IX, 6 and 7) and one flat oval tablet
pierced with two holes in the centre and a circular groove running all round (pl. IX, 8)
probably meant for winding thread—were found in squares 7P/3 and TN/3 at a
depth of 3’ and 4’ respectively. A number of terracotta animal figurines were
picked up from the trench, e.g., horses (pl. IX, 9-11), bulls (pl. IX, 12-14), and dogs
(pl. IX, 15). A beautiful spout resembling the neck of a peacock was found at-a
depth of ' in square 60/10 (pl. IX, 16).

The noteworthy copper objects recovered were a sword in square TM/2 at a
depth of 8’ 6” (pl. IX, 17),.spoon at a depth of 10" 6° (pl. IX, 18), chain in square
6L/10 at a depth of 8" (pl. IX, 19), bangle (diam. 1}%) in square 7N/3 at a depth
of 5’ (pl. IX, 20), ear ornament in square TN/1 at a depth of 1’, which is of the 1st
stratum (pl. IX, 21), and a copper discoid spacer in square TL/4 at a depth 8’ 6"
(pl. IX, 22). :

Many stone sculptures, but all in fragments and showing signs of burning,
were found in squares 7L/4 and 5 (pl. X, 5-7). Onme sculpture pieced together
found in 7L/4 at a depth of 9’ 4" represents an image standing on Jotus supported
by Nagas (ht. 1" 74", pl. X, 1).

Among the plaques (length 2}" to 53°) found in squares 7K/10, 7L/2, TL/4
and 6L/20 at a depth of 7’ to 10/, three are of stone (pl. X, 2, 3 and 4) ; and one of
terracotta (pl. X, 8). Mahishsuramardini is represented in pl. X, 4 and 8, a seated
image with a female standing by in pl. X, 3 and probably a Kubera in pl. X, 2.

A few grinding stones and pesties were found in square TN/1 (pl. X1, 5). A
stone pedestal (8" x 8}"x{") showing hunting scene was recovered from square
6L/19 at a depth of 7' (pl. XL, 1) and also several architectural pieces pertaining to a
temple containing decorations and figures in the panels (pl. XI; 2-4).
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Beads of agate, carnelian, shell, pottery and glass, of different shapes, were
found mostly in squares 7K, 7L, 7N and 7P (pl. X1, 7-11) noteworthy among them
being a copper barrel-shaped bead found in square 7L/4 at a depth of 63’ (pL. X1, 8)
and a tiny gold bead in square 7L/5 at a depth of 10’ (pl. XI, 9). A decorated
pottery terminal was found in square 7P/3 at a depth of 6' (pl. X1, 10).

Among miscellaneous finds mention may be made of finger rings, one of ivory
and another ‘of horn (pl. X1, 12-13), shell bangles plain and incised (pl. XI, 14-17)
and a libation spoon of horn found in square TN/2 at a depth ‘of 8’ (pl. XI, 6).

Thirteen copper coins, all obliterated and undecipherable, were found in
aquares 6L/24, TL/4, TL/5, TM/10, TN/2 and 70/10, at a depth ranging from 6’ to
11

A heap of iron objects was unearthed from squares 6L/14, 7L/4 and 7L/5
at a depth ranging from 6 to 103", 1t included a variety of objects, e.g., hanging
bells (pl. XTI, 1), dishes (pl. XII, 2), lamp with handle (pl. X1I, 5), axes and sickles
(pl. X1I, 3-4), handles of sticks (pl. XTI, 6 and 8), nails (pl. XII, 9), ring (pl. XII,
7) etc., accessories to wooden door-frames.

Besides the finds mentioned above, three inscribed objects, viz., an inscribed
terracotta tablet, burnt birch bark manuscript and clay seal deserve special mention.

The - terracotta tablet with handle. measuring 73" x1§" x1}*, found
in square TK/4 ata depth of 11’ 3%, contains the seven sraras or notes of the musical
scale in the reverse order, viz., sa, ni, dha, pa, ma, ga, ri, sa in the script of the 9th
century A. D, (pl. XIII, 1). "

The text of the burnt birch bark manuscript found in square 7L/5 at depth
of 5° cannot be identified asit is only in very small fragments  (pl. XII, 10). The
script resembles the Bakhshali manuscript, ascribed to the 9th century A. D). on
palaeographical grounds. It is a pity that the manuscript was found burnt and
thus a valuable record has been lost,

A clay seal (2§" 2} % 1) with a hole was found in square TL/5 at a dﬁpt]:_l
of 8 (pl. XIII, 2). It bears marks of severe burning and the legend on the seal
below the bull in Brihmi is damaged to ensure satisfactory decipherment. As
suggested by Dr. N. P. Chakravarti, a tentative reading of the first line as Pivanesa
[Rudre] is given. In the second line only two letters dha and ma are visible and
this may again be tentatively restored to dkarmma. It will not be wrong to assume
that the cpithet Pavaneda given to Rudra (if the reading is correct) is not improper
as Rudra is also agnimirti. Pavaneéa may also mean ‘pure’ and the epithet to
Rudra is in no way thus inappropriate. It may be mentioned that the bull as
Vahana of Siva has been found on seals in the excavations at Basirh, Besnagar,
Bhita, Kauéambi, etc., also on several Yaudheya clay seals.

The two pits sunk alternately in squares 7P/3 and 7P/7 yielded 128 portable
antiquities and a ring-well (diam, 2’ ‘8").  The top ring corresponded to the ground
level of the period which is 23’ 6° below the surface. Internally the well was cleared

to & depth of 3 where evidence of four rings closely laid one upon the other was
found.
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Of the portable antiquities found in-the pits, mention may be made of two

crude terracotta human figurines found at a depth of 3’ 6° and 4" respectively
(pl. XIII, 3).

A small hoard of five silver coins (pl. XIII, 4-5), buried in a pottery vase

(pl. XITI, 6), was found in square 7P/3 at a depth of 14’. It contained one coin
each of Antialkidas, Apollodotos, Strato, Amyntas and one punch-marked coin
with solar and tree symbol. The other hoard of 51 mostly rectangular coins (pl.
XIIT, 7-9) buried in a wide-mouthed pottery vase (pl. XIIT1, 10) was found in the
same square and at'the same depth. These coins contained the inseription Agodale
Agdcha Janapadasa with tree in railing on the obverse; and bull, lion and in three
instances composite animals with part of the same inscription on the reverse. These
coins establish the identity of Agroha with the ancient Agrodaks, perhaps founded
by Agra, the reputed fore-father of the Agrawals.

A list of the coins is given below :—

|

8. No. } Bizo Weight Desosiption
Ty B.

1 .51 .56 20 g, Obv, apacha janapadass. . and tees in railing.
Hav, pdcha fana. . and bull etanding o zight

2 65 52 - B Onw, ga. . janapadasa and tres in railing.
Rev. Fana. . and bull standing to left.

3 .60 e 34 Ohw. agacha fa. . and tree in railing.
Rov. Bull standing to left probably in rayed girele.

4 5% AR 30 " Obw, +» = «gacha jongpodass and tres in miling,
Rav, ..goda. ... and bull standing o right.

1 . 2 0 " Ohv, agodaks apachjona. .. .and troe in miling.
Rev. Bull standing to right.

[ .63 1] M " Dby agoda-agach fanapa. . and tree in miling.
Rav, Bull standing to right & indistinet inscription,

7 LG AT ® " Obw, agodaks apicha fanapa and the tree in miling.
Row, Hull standing to loft in myod circle,

o .68 .BE 0" b, Indistinet insoription: tres in railing,
Rov. Bull (blurred) standing to right.

L] BT 58 0 Obr. wossoda. .. . bree offaced,
Rev, Bull standing to right.

10 .08 48 T Obv. agodake-gich . . and treo (dnmaged).
Rav, Bull standing to right (1)

11 1] . 33 Obv. Tree, inscription eiffnced.
Rav. Blurred.

12 LG8 -3 a5 " O, + v« copichafa. . nnd troe in miling.

| Rev, Bull standing to right (blureed),
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8. No. o Weight Desoription
L. B,
13 " .50 i1 g Db, Blurred,
Rav, Bull standing to righs,
14 .58 ] m - Db, S pdeha. .
Hev. Biurred,
15 88 N I Obw, - Snapadass and fwo trees,
Rev: Bull standing o ol
1] .53 -43 n - Oy, Tree. Indistinet insoription.
Rav, Ball standing to left, very faine.
17 .58 o4 n-" Db, -mapadasa. . and tees in railing,
Hev, llr:::'?l..hmnMMw be &
1 57 .52 n "~ b, Troo, blurred.
Rev. (¥ ndistinot,
1w 81 58 m - Oy, aganka fanagads whwm.-dh-mmh
Hawe_ muﬂtmnnm Balow ball in the lef
0 5T B8 W " Obr., ﬂn!ﬂm..mhﬁhnﬁ.
e Rav, Bull head looking righs.
n .53 .52 . Obw, » = Janape. . .and tres, blursed.
e, Part of bull; insoription indistinat,
n .9 .81 at " by, mw.j-q...-ﬁu-mm-
Rav, foma componite animal s on Mo, 37,
n .02 47 M O, mhhiﬂ-j--natuiuﬁh'.
Rew. Lion looking right in circle.
11 .0a .53 n-~ Obv, »+#acha. . and tres in miling.
Rev, Hﬂlnd]u‘hfhhilml'bﬁ-
5 .68 .58 L Obv. ceeodowa, ... and tees,
] Rav, Blurred,
" 0 51 Mo O, - -plcka janapads . . mnd troo 10 railing.
Hev, la-upm-rmn—mghrubhmdm
¢ 51 AR nr Oby, ..al-i-q-i-—lh‘-t-ninu
. Rav. Bull standing to right, blurred.
m -7 o -4 M- Db, 8. .da apdcha janapada (sa) and tres.
| Rt ettt v
w» .60 -58 40 &.. w_ﬁmum
v 0 % - ﬁmma‘hIWhM
1 .61 ] 54 2 - Obv. The insaription. .. .dabe aplichs fenapadess. . is twic
| Rev.. Lior logking rightc
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- Waight Doscription
L. B.
1] 67 25 gre. Obwv. Part of the tree.  Blurred.
Rev. Bull standing to left in sircls.
- .80 5 " Obrr, Blurred.
Rew., Bull standing to right.
L8 &5l TR Ob. Troo and s fow indistinet lottors,
Rav. Ball standing to right in circls,
.82 2 sy Obv. agodake agicka janapadasa and tree in railing,
Rev. v+ vedase. . and bull standing to lft in sirels,
58 a2 - Obv, +« dabe pdoha fanapada. . treo in railing,
Rev. Bull standing to right in rayed circls,
B4 a2 - Obv. +» dake glcha janapa. . and tres in railing,
£ e~ e T
N 4R 0w " Obw. ogodake.. and tree in railing
Hev. Bull standing right.
.2 .81 2 Ob. apoda aga. . . . and tree in miling.
Rav. Licm (1)
% 67 M’ O, ﬂm‘:du-hnﬂh; Thers am traoms
Rov. Bull standing to laft in circls,
B .57 1] b, h-ﬁph-m“umuu.
Rav. Bull standing to right in sircle.
52 .52 20 Oby. Tree faintly visible.
Heov. Bull standing to left, fuint.
.81 .51 L an ™ Obrv, apleha jana and ke in railing. |
{thiskness
08). Rav, ﬂmﬂh‘-‘ part of bull standing e
52 .53 m - Obw, ogodake. .. . tres in riling.
Rav. Bull standing to right.
.50 .50 0 Oibw, agodake agacha ja. . .. sod teee in miling,
Hav, Lion standing to right.
81 .60 ;| - Obv. aplicha ja .. pada and tren in miling.
Rev, Bull partly preserved, standing to right.
B0 .53 n- Dby, agedake. .ga. . and tre in railing partly pressrrs,
Haev, Bull standing to right.
«59 . 58 a " Ob. agodaks. . . .and tres in miling,
Rev, ..,.ﬂlj-..p-lntmuqlnﬁlimmh‘ﬁ#
] *.58 40 Obv. - .cha .. padass and trve in railing,
Rev, Blurred.
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|

8. Ne. e Woight Dosaription
L. B.
50 B ol 25 gra Oy, Agoda........ and fros in railing.
Rav, Bull standing to right in circle.
al 58 .5 3 - Obv, .godaks apicha janapads. . and tres in railing,
E Reov. Buill standing to right.

From observations regarding signs of burning in the rooms and débris and
acquisition of demolished and burnt sculptures, clay zeal and mwanuseript and a
deposit of ashes, etc., upto 12’ in the main trench, it may be concluded that the
site was subjected to sevére disturbance and therefore the finds—save perhaps
in the pit—weie disturbed. The recovery of Indo-Greek coins and the Agodaka
coins in the pit have so far established the antiquity of the place to about the 2nd
century B. C. It is therefore possible that excavations on a large seale at this
place may yield important antimuities of an earlier period.

OIFD—M—17 Deptt of Arch.—%0.1.52—500
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Prate 1

Goneral view of Agrohd Mound.







Prate 11

A. Genercl view of trench with huildings of 1st and 2nd strara.

B. View of deep pits excavated in the eastern slope of the momnid
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Prarte IV

A. Bhrine in & wall in square TL/2.

B. Close view of structures in stratom JII1.
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Bpecimens of pottery.

Prate ¥V
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Prate VI

s of poltery.

Specimen
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]—18, miscollancous terracotta objects ; 17—22, copper objects.







Prate X
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Prate XI
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Prare XII

1—0, ohjects of metal ; 10, fragments of birch bark manuscript.






Prate XIII

1, inseribed terracotta talilet 3 2, clay seal ; 3, terracotta figurines | 4—10, coins and two pots containing them.
















