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762.94/519; Telegram

The Lmbassador in the Soviet Union (Stqinhardt) to the

Secretary of S%ate l,Su‘rstance)

Yogscow, April 11, 1941-5 Pem.

(Received 9:50 DeMe )

afternoron I cnlled o>n Matsuoka and, ~ith peferencs
to the converscation 1 had with him on Anril 8, I read to him
the followirg set of excrrnts from the report I had draw? up
of what be saild in the conversation:
(1) Mir, Matsuoka had made no commitments sither to Berlin

Romea '

(2) Japan's reason for entering the tripartite pact was
preservation of thse peace,
(3 ) Janan was not under an obhligation to ro to war with ths
United States, but the situation might not be the camn ; g
the Unitesd States declars war on Germanv,
(4 ) The Japanese Vinister does not exvect a declaration of
war on th= United States by Gormanv, but if that action doss
take place, the Minister hopes that the Unitsd States will not

nake any mors in the Pacific until Janan shall have mads har

nogBition clear.
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vanan's obligation und-r the tripartite pact will be
red to bv the Government.
Both RibZentrop and Hitler had exnressed 4o the Mini
'81r3 that the splere of war bo lhnit?d, and hsad
involvement in a war with the United States
daosire.,
The Sueprestion hed boan madae to
ard Fitler that steaps be ta¥an by Yim
of anti-American aritation
All thrzo man
Hitlapr's
faveuratbla,
(1"”') Admiration for th- way th: Rritish we re “i,-fr‘l"‘..":ng; was
2xXoresscd by Ribb:ntrop,

Fitlar would not attempt an invasion of Britain unless

1t becams ne cessary, as his expectation was that hs would win

the war by acrial and submarine activitios against that country,

¥ro Jdatsuoa was unable to s~ any nossibility that
would drivs a wedgs batwe n ltaly and “ermany, Italy
In large meazsurs clroady undeyr Gormen control,

Pussian domards had bc~n s0 2xenns ive that Mr, Matsunks
rad not mad~» any real Progr2se in his talvs with the Russians,
(14 ) 1t vas nos<iblas for the Unitcd Statas to ba indiff-prant
0 Thy 8.8 Re, but Janan's nltrrnatives ware 21ither to rraceh

an agreomant or to bacome rmbroilsad.




the war 1in China be *t rninatzd,

t2¢ that Prosident Roorcovaelt could bring this

o e ""‘II -
W AJ

indicated to Ginoral Chisng Kai-Shok that farther

States

would not b»> forthcoming from 1thd Unitnd

rafuss A just anrd honorabl? pcacse.

Minister hac AXDYr3886CG
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Motsuoka cetrporically

The only timcs

(1¢ ), of which ha gave tho following

(), \8),

amn]ificationn.

Undor 1tcm (3) Mpr, Matsuoka sald that in

185 oblignd undor tho tripartite pact to (0O to

Unit~d States if the latter should Adeclars war on

that Japan would first confor

it m (qi) the t"inister

CXDIo th~ir d2sire for peaco,

bim 1in no doubt that at the pres2nt tim:>

for pracc and thet scoveral times Hitler

~mnhatically that unless Britai: conitulated

no »e NAC0C o
in Rivp *ntrop's oninior,

(¢) Under item (10) he added that

s oxXnrnossaed to him, Britain at the nr283nt mom~3n<t

shn had bascn

n strongcr prsition dofonsgivoly than

war Sta rted e
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