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Def. Doc. No. 1199

4 The 3tatement of The Chief of the Intelligence
Department Concerning the Peace Negotiations
between China 2and Japan by the Intermediation of
the German Government (made on ‘January 19, 1938)

Our government's policy not to refuse it if the
National Government expresses a desire to settle the matter
sincerely, has been already explained to the Ambassadors of
the countrlies concerned who were in Tokyc. 1In the early
winter of last year there was a friendly proposal from the
German Ambassador in Tokyo stating that the German Govern-

ment was willing to act as intermediary in the negotiation
between China and Japan, as the National Government wanted

to make peace with Imperial Japan. The Imperizl Government

in view ol the above-mentioned policy, accepted these kind }ntentiona
and gave the Naticnal Government the lazst chance of reflecting
by presenting through the German Ambassador the equitable
terms which Japan considered absolutely necessary for the
settlement of this incident in order to establish eternal
peace in Iast Asia. But the said government, disregarding
our generosity as well as the kind intentions of the German
Government, never gave us any sincere reply. Therefore the
Imperial Government has, been forced to deal with the incident
from an independent standpoin® without paying any attention
to the sald govermment, as shown in the statement made on
16th of January, though the Imperial government is deeply
grateful for the well-intended mediation of the (German Gov-
ernnent as well as the considerable.services of the German
Anmbassadors in Tokyo and China.
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