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Maj SEVERSKY: 1I'd like to ask a fow brief ctunréstiongb-:vut your exjericnces
$n CFIN.. Did you lead any operaticns saeinst nenoral CHEIILULT and the
Chinsge Air Force--Flying Tizers?

4. Durine the time I was in CHINA the Chinese ..ir T~rce had been wiped cut.
. far as I knew there wes no Chinese ..ir rorce to speak cf, =nd my Hrin-
ciple duty was in training. I hed nc operaticns ageinst the Chinese ..ir
Perecc. 1 heve heard of CEENJNAULT but have never encountered him and I
krnew little of his cperaticns or our opersticns azeinst hime I know the
olans, ote., fcr the MilaY Campeigns, but 1ittle ebcut cur cperaticis in
CHINA.

Q. D¢ you know anythin: zbout the Japanese bombings campairms against CEUNGA
KING, and CHEWGTU?

a. I was in H.LOI, the Worthern part of TRENCH INDO-CEIN~ just befcre the
bosiniins of the war; then I ot orders tc bomb KUMNING. I don't kuow
the cxact roason, but I think the purpcse of 1t vas to cover up our intent-
jon of zoin.: Scuth and try to make the enemy think we were »oinz North.
I didn't even know at that time I was 20inz to oper~te scuth. Then while
in HatOI I received orders to zlert ocur plenes for operzticns down in the
southern =rea, but no date was specifically mentioned; I merely .ot the plan
of cperations and was told "the day would be ~iven later"--it was known 28

X~-daye

Naj J6ELWAIN: Thet wes while you were atill with D:.I-Sali HIKODAN?
A. Yes, I got crders on December 3, 1941, to sdvance e cioM-PENH,

. Before thot, when did you &et the first preliminery crder tco advence South?
a. You meza the crder sendins me cver 1o HAanOl?

Re Yesl?
Ae 2 Decomber 1941

R Thet is the firset time ycu kn of eny »l:-n to move scuthf?
a. I hzd 2 general idea th=t that is where I was zoing, but had scen no crders
tc that effect.

Q. But before thet time you had orders tc attack KULMING?

as Yog, a8 a feints Altheuzh 1 was riven orders on the third tc nrccesd tce
this place, X—day had nct been fixed yot. On the 6th. 1 Z°% crders to bemb
SRILAG and attack oLOR STAR on the eighth. =x~ll the Jopancse 2ir ferces in
this area were under Lt Fen SUGU.R. who 1s Aow in KYUSHU. e hed threc
cbiectives in this »nlan: the first was tc ccver the advane: cf YAMaASHITA'S
fcrces by sca; the seccnd was T COVeEr the landinss on the north cecast of
vl Ys =nd the third was to destrcy British alr power around SIiGarOdK. g

Maj MebLwWaIW: Did you plen te empley your air forces orimsrily in deofense of
ehips, primarily ezsinst airfilelds os 2. ccunter-air-ferce air force, OT
orimerily in support of crcund fcrees by strafins cnd dive-bombing?

a. Purely s a direct escort force to defend acainst attackiis nlanes.

e The missicn wes tcC destrcy the British air forcel?
;. The enemy air force sttacking the ships.

4. Rethor than attack eneny ~round troops?

4. Thet is richt. There were three HIKODAL'S in this HIROSHIDAN CaPSt The
12th., mede up entirely of firhters; the 7th. under Y..M.lOTO (Major
Genoaral) cormposed of mediun borbers:: (Nete: Determined by Ccl FOLTS $0
be XI - 3 1li,’ht bombers) =2nd the 3rd., compcsed of fisht bombers. The 1lOth
HIKODAW was assitmed to cover the invesion by M~ Gen SHIROTAlNI. The -rmy
wae in oh2rre of the South arca. The only Noeval unit 2ssimned tc this aree
was the 22nd. XOXUSENT.I. In this srea operations were under comnand of tkh
Javy with support from the Army, as was the casc in the PHILIPPINES area.
operaticns. The arnmy c-mmender in this arca wes Lt Gen OBaT.; he died late
on Guan.

Q. after the;landincs in the PHILIPPIVES, did the contrcl pess tc the arny?
4. It was 2 joint comrmend 2fter the seecupation.

RESTRICTED 278 —2-




e ™

e

A

RESTRICTED

Whet was the percentage after ycu had eat;a'blisheatyourselves ashore-~the
number of arny planes in the PHILIPPINES, the number of Nevy ol-nes? In
octher werds, in the opening phases us to Dee 20 what were the percent:ges

¢cf army 2ad Favy plenes?

I deat't kancw about the rRILIPPINE arca, but from what I have heard, the
Navy hed more planes than the Army in the aresa.

Did those planes come from carriers ¢r did scme of them come dowa from
FORMOSA 7

They were land-based favy planes. The Carrierplanes were all ia the
Central P~CIFIC theatre. Due to the fact thet the Navy ol~ines had longer
rence, they were assigned principal tergzets in the Scuthern PHILIFPINES
erea 2ud the army ves assigned terzets in the Northern =rea.

Hoew many o»lsnes did you heve available a2t the bezinningz of the Maualsa canm-
pelen.

I am not certain, but in roush fizur~gs, about 600 nlanes.
How many Nevy?

I am not certain but adbout one-third that number. They were not included
in the 600 - making a total of 800,

Did the Army have anything tc dc with the sinkinz of the Prince of Wales
and the Repnulse?

No, Wmly. Navy planes. The army range wes 0t lonz cnough.

What was, in your estimaticn, the comparative average skill of the arny
pilots as cpposed tc the Navy pilots at th2t time, the beaginning of the
war?

The Nevy pilcts were better because they had better navizeticnal experience,
but the darinz: and morele of the Army pilots was just as gocd. The planes
used by the army in attackine MaYLAY were cld type plenes which had nrn-
retractable landing gear, for example. They often went cut c¢n lens-ranse
nissicas which precivded the possibility of returning to their b-ses anad
were therefore given crders tc land on fields which were nut definitely

iowii to be occupled. They often sortied shipping despite bed weather, dis-
tance to the t:rget and aporoaching darkness. In morale and willingness,
the arny pillots were Just 28 zood, but the Navy »ilcts had more théerouch
treinings.

What type of plane did you have under your comnmand?

I hed five sentai in my HIKODali: twc light bomber seatai, one fichter
sentai, one attack plene,sentai, and one reconnaissance sentail.

What types cf plcnes?

Type 99 twin-en<ine bember (Sally); Tywe 100 H( reconnaissance; (Osonr)
Tyoa 1 fi-hter: (XI-43) Tyoe 99 attzck 1216 (KI-Bl).

Did you participate in the assault on the SINGAPORE itself or did ycu Just
suppoert the initial ohases of it?

Yes, I perticipated in suppcrt of the Army--the 25th. army under YAMASHITa.
On our schedule we were supposed to cccupy SINGAPORE on 1l February, and
were supoosed to occupy PALEMBANG on the l4th.; but we didn't get full
support until the 15th.,.s0 I covered both the parachute attack on £~LEM-

» BaliG and the landinge cn the 15th.

i

What types of planes did you use in your parachute attacks?

A. =11 the traansport planes in the HIKOSENTAI.
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Q. How many transports?

A. About A0.

Q. Was the parachute drop on PALEMBANG modeled in any way after the German
drop on Ca.Tu? Did they use that as a background-—-as a model?

A. No, I wasn't too familiar with the history of the CRsTE parachute attack
so 1 developed the plan for this attack myself.

. Did you have to use your bombers to carry any of the troops. (bee **).

A. We didn't use any bombers--just 30 transports. The bombers carried equip-
ment. I had planned to drop the parachute troops on the airfield, but it
wasn't for me to decide bec.use the parachute troops were not under my
comnand. They refused to land on the airfield and landed outside., My
commander higher up told me 1 would have to agree with that plan.

Q. Who thought of dropsing them on the refineries?
A. The central authorities decided that at SAMBOHOMBU.

Maj oEVERSKY: I'd like to get this "ground sup ort" straight: SINGAPURE
was bombed several times. What did ;ou expect to hit there? Did your
organization ever bomb >InGAPURE!

A. The princinal object was to wipe out enemy air vower by bombing of air-
fields, etc. That was not our prinecipal objective when we started out:
e landed at SUNGEI PATANI and the day we arrived we were bombed by british
planes and about half the outfit was wiped out. Therefore, though it
hadn't been planned for us to bomb SINGiLIORE, we had to. We attacked
only ot night and never in daylight because we created a lot of confus-
ion by bombing at night. The lar:est force ever sent over was about three

planes.

Maj MciLwWalIN: who ran the 100-plane raids on SIiiuA °ORE which were supposed
to have taken place, according to the newspajers? whatl was the larcest
force you ever put over SINGAPOR 7

A. The most we ever sent over SIAGAPORE was about three plenes and usually
sbout one or two beccuse we had so fe . Also. by bombing at night we felt
that we crecated great confusion, clthough the damage wasn't so great.
about 100 planes attacked SINGAPOR. with tie Yamamoto force in a Joint
operation, my unit supplying part of the fighter escort .

Col POTSS: 1 believe you stated before that your purpose 1in bombing SINGAZURW
was to neutralize enemy airfields, and you had no objective in bombig ships
in the narbor, supply dumps, ammunition dwaps, etc.

A. Our priucipal target was airfields because we operated at such nigh <lti-
tudes that we couvlan't unit anything smeller than that; but our operations-at
A1g.it were c.rried out at very low altitudes, 200 metres. We cut off our
cLzines high up and would glide in and get wader the searchliglits.

Mej SoVERSKY: When you arrived at SUNGaI PaTAadl, that was not your princilpal
mission, to attack the air forces. Jid you decide to attack the air forces
or was it decided for you at that time, or were you simply speaking of the
attackzs on »>ILGAPORE?

A. I ws only speaking of the attacks on >INGarORZ.

428 your mission at the beginning of the MALAYAN Campeiqn 1o neutralize
the airfields or to do something elsel

A. That was our third mission. Our first mission was tu protect the transports;
our second mission was to protect the landings; our third mission was to
support ground Iorces.
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Maj MeoLWAINt How about ground support? Did you ever have the idea of as-
sistin. ground operations by xttacking tenks, enemy forces, un positions,
supply dumps?

A. Yes,sthat was our primary objective.
&. Did you do much of it?

A. wWe did. Our primary objective was 10 attack enemy strong points. The eneny
~ir foree interfered with that so we had to change our plans in order to
destroy the enemy air force. That finished, we returned to ocur job of sup-
porting the ground forces by attempting to cdestroy the enemy ground forces.
This three-fold operation, covering the route dowi, covering the landings,
and wiping out the enemy air forces-was the overall mission of the dlXO
SHIDAN. My particular HIKAN was assigned the duty of ground support.
Since it included the mediwm bomber SENTAL; 1t was asvigned that duty be-
cause otuer planes couldn't strafe.

Maj SEVERSKY: Yor had a portion destroying eneny air and a portion attack-
ing eneny strong points. Is that rightt?

4. Yes. Ia three nontihs, up to Marcih 10, 1942, we shot down 138 enemy planes,
and destroyed 103 on the ground.

Maj McELWaIN: ~Who did that--the wiiole Japanese forcet
A. My outfit a2lone. We also sank seven 8iii .8,

(. Did you do that while attecking the strong poiats or were they shifted over
to that as a plane task force for a short period?

A. The attacks oa the shipping were carried ocut in the completion of our
miegion before the landing at PALEMBANG. On the 14th. we  ttacked PaLiM-
BANG three times in order to wipe out the enemy airfields there, in pre-
saration for the laudings. The fisures given include the nunber of eneny
planes destroyed in all phascs of operation over a thre-—month period,
and include the results of our attacks on PALBMBaNG.

&+ At the time you pushed into SINGAPORE, what was the directive that the
overall command in the south had been given from headguarters in TOKIO as
to where you would go: Would you just keep pushing until you had 4o stop
or were you tuld to take so much and stop?

4. I had no knowledse of our plass. Originally I thought SINGAPORE woulad be
the end of the line; then when we captured SINGAPORE 1 was told to attack
PALEMBANG. I was quite surprised and thought we were culng pretty far a-—
field. Then, to my anazement, I was told to attack JaVA. I did not ajree
with this plan of attack; 1wy opinion was that wiless we limited ourselves
to this area and strensthened it for a cefensive war, we would louse.

(The ares indicated included the BUNINS, the MARIANAS, PHILIPINE>, CELEBsS,
valnYa, FRENCH INDO-CHIHA. )

. The guestion is, Gid you thiak thet the arny commanders in the field, hav-
ing such easy successes, nade thelr own decision tu push oun and then told
TOKYO ahey were _uing to do tlhat, or did tae impetus cune from TOKYO?

a. I really don't know abuut this, the reason being: That I was in TOKIU ot
the tine Jof tae Feura .ry 26th., 1936, fncizent--revelt of ithie young officers
in TOKYO.and was therefore suspected of cumplicity and was <2t to KYUbHU.
From then on I haven't !mown what went on in Central Headquarters; you
night say I was banishea.,

(. Col T=RRILL: You got yourself "in Dutch" with TOKYO?

\IUI

A. Yes, and as a result of this I was always sent to do odd jobs aud was used
as a "pinch-hitter". Whenever trouble cane up soneplace I was called back
to TOKYO and sent ocut to settle matters. 1 was, for instance, sent ut on

the "Russian incident in 1939."
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Q. Maj McELWAIN: dow maay Japanese plaies were involved in that incident?

A, I don't know what had been going on up tihere, but I was sent to sipp it
because the situation had deteriorated. I was told "This must be stupped,
and you arrange it ! One reason for stopping the fizht was that towards the
end we were left with only 152 pilots.

Qs How many did you have at the beginning?

A, I was in HaMAMATSU at the time so I don't know.

Y. What was the reason for these losses? Did the Russians have a lot nmure
nilots or were they better traineadl

A, We were heavily outaumbered by the Russian planes; we were using arny planes;
he Navy never had a plane in the arca.
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%. You said that there was about 600 army planes in SOUTH FRLWNCH INDO#CHINA
at the beginning of the war. Can you give the composition of that force?

A, The 3rd, HIKODAN had five HIKOSENT..I, with strength cas foullcows:

FIGHT R BOMBER OTHiR
o9 IR 30
64 FR 30 (not under 3rd FB until PALEMB:RG)
; 27 FR 30 (type 90 SE)
75 FR 30 (tyoe 90 SB)
90 FR 30 (type 90 Si)
' 15 FR 12 (HQ rcee:)
H 2 (HY recce)
2 (Traasports)

Total 166 planes., Those are rough figures. he establishment was 27 in
three squadrons of nine, but each unit had some reserve planes. These
reserve planes had crews, but because of sickness and maintenance prublens
only about 20 planes ocut of 30 would be operational. By 17 March, when
they arrived ot baNDRENG, JaVa, we had only 50 planes left. We moved into
KaLlDJaTI on 3 March, aad by 8 March when the Dutch surrendered, only 50
planes were left, and I was not very coanfident of success. We were arned
only with guns end swords when the Iutch came in with about 290 vehicles
including tanks, and we expected to be killed, but they surrendered when
cur planes attacked the vehicles and stalled them on the road. We des-—
troyed about 200 and the rest fled.

o How nany planes did the 7th., 10th. and 12th. HIXODAN have?

A, The 10th. wes much smaller and had old types, perhaps 75. The 12th. had
about 70 or 80 Type 97 fichters. (HOT:Z) I don't thow about the 7th.

Q. duw many did the 22nd. KOXUSENTAI (Navy Air Flotilla) have?

A. About 50 heavy bombers, 36 fighters. The bombers all were Type 96. The
2lanes which attacked the Prince of wales and Repulse were nostly Type 986,
but there might have been & few Type 1 bombers.

Q. We have been told that the Japanese Arny flew 3000 sorties aseinst SILGAPORY.
Does that seem correct to you?

A. I am possitive that there were not so many against SINGAPORE. The 7th.
HIX0DAN sent about five big daylicht ralds, but the other attacks were
witl: a few planes at night. The 3rd. HIKODAN only sent two or three planes
exci nizht. I don't think between the 3rdl and 7th. HIKODAN there were nwore
than 1000 buuber sorties on SINGAPORE. The 3000 fiure must inclue escorts
ing fighters, attacks on PALEMBANG, and supports of YAMaSHITAS .round tepops.
The normal boud load was 700 k¢ for heavy bombers and 300 kg for lisat bomb-
ers. 1 looked at SINGAPORY later and thiere was no rougn danege for 3000
sorties.

4. What was the Navy effort - the 22nd. KOKUSSENTAI - aside fron sea potrols
ana attacks on the Prince of wWales and nepulsel?

A, Taey escorted conveys and covperated in the SIWGAPOww attack, zttacking ware
5.1ps and transports to prevent bringings in reinforcerents and sup.-lies.
lue Navy probably attacked SINGAPORS more often then the army, but I think
witl fewer surties. The Navy had ereater Range, and could bormbdb from FuBLCE
IiDO-CEINA from the becimnings, while tlhe army 2ad to capture airfields close:
to S51.4GAPORE. first.

W -

‘vo ot PALlIMBANG were the 30 transports couaverted borbers?

A. We had bota Locldieeds and converted Type 37 bombers, both carrying troups.

I

o

RESTRINTED 278 —3-4A




P « - -

Q.

A,

RISTRICTED

e

“ow big was the bombing atteck before the peratroop attackr

The first attack was on the 7th. or 8th. of Februery, with all the plenes
of the Zrd. HIKODAN except the 27th., HILOBENTAI, but were rsined out end
only the fighters of the S5%9th. ZIKOSENTAI got through, to strefe. The

next day we m-ce a full-scale sttack with 20 medium bombers, o0 heevy
bombers were used in these attackg, On the second raid we destroyed ¢ll
the planes on the ground, but the Dutch bed brought in more when we sttack-
e¢ with 20 bombers on the 1Zth., On the l4th. we agein attadked with 20
bombers during the landing operation to silence sntiaireraft fire, We

3did not drop meny bombs becsuse we were going to use the fielc. We wentec
only to destroy fighters and silence F.I. fire, The distance was preatty
long, and the planes probably narried less then 200kkg -- perheps an average
of 200 kg per plane. Six tons might be & correct estimation., We tried to
avoid demaging the town, the sirfield or the oil instellations,

How meny veratroops were droppedl?

“etween 10 and 20 in each plans, sbout 400 - 500 in all. They were specially
treined in KYUSHER.

How meny paratroops were lost?l

The losses were very light, not more than 20 men. The craw of one bomber
cerrying supplies was lost to a.A. in the landing, but there vere no other
losces. The 20 were in subseruent Tighting,

Whet wees their mission?

To prevent “emolition of eirfield &nc 0il instellstions by the Dutch.

They were successful in both - capturing both immedistely. Ther: wae nO
demege et all to the cil inetelletions until Dutch plenes =2ttacked later.
Some demegeswes ceused by the Dutch bombing — two Or three fires, not cub-
etentisl - but none ~t the time of the drowv. '
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