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Plato. 'There are great men of various kinds.

Diogeness. No, by my beard, are there not.

Plato. What | are there not mnmnﬁ eaptains, great geometricians, great dialecticians ¢

Diogenes, 'Who denied it ? A great man was the postulate. Try thy hand now at the po-
werful one.

Plato. On seeing the exercise of power, a child cannot doubt who is powerful, more or
less ; for power is relative. All men are weak, not only if compared to the Demiurgos,
but if compared to the sea or the earth, or certain things upon each of them, such as
elephants and whales. So placid and tranquil is the scene around us, we can hardly br-
ing to mind the images of strength and force, the precipices, the abysses —

Diogenes.  Prythee hold thy loose tongue, twinkling and glittering like a serpent’s in the
midst of luxuriance and rankness. Did never this reflection of thine warn thee that, in
human life, the precipices and abysses would be much farther from our admiration, if we
were less inconsiderate, selfish, and vile ? I will not however stop thee long, for thou wert

going on quite consistently. As thy great men are fighters and wranglers, so thy mighty

things upon the earth and sea are troublesome and intractable incumbrances. Thou per-

ceivest not what was greater in the former case, neither art thou aware what is greater in




m this. Didst thou feel the gentle air that passed us ?
ﬂ Plato. T did not just then.
: Diogenes.  That air, so gentle, so imperceptible to thee, is more powerful not only than all

the creatures that breathe and live by it; not only than all the oaks of the forest, which

it rears in an age and shatters in a moment; not only than all the monsters of the sea,
but than the sea itself, which it tosses up into foam and breaks againt every rock in its

k vast circumference; for it carries in its bosom, with perfect calm and composure, the

incontrollable. ocean and the peopled earth, like an atom of a feather.
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