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“SIX CHAPTERS OF A FLOATING| @& 4 A
LIVE” ‘ i E
by SHEN Fu Wi
Rendered into English by LIN YUTANG % .
CHAPTER TwoO —
THE LITTLE PLEASURES OF LIFE ~— RS ——
(Continued from the last issue) (F&Hh)
After all the papers had been handed in, ,
the official reclz)rfier then opened the box _%A;‘iﬁﬂ’%
and copied them together in a book, which | gpiE preg a2,
he submitted to the examiner, thus safe-
guarding against any partiality on the|d:% LDH®BE 4558
latters’ part. Of these couplets submitted, _
three of the seven-word lines and three of | PEV-LE=M, AE=

the five-word lines were {o be chosen as
the best. The one who turned in the best
of these six chosen couplets would then be
the official examiner for the next round,
and the second best would be the official re-
corder. One who had two couplets failing
to be chosen would be fined twenty cash,
one failing in one couplet fined ten cash,
and failures handed in beyond the time
limit would" be fined twice the amount.
The official examiner would get one hund-
red cash “incense money.” Thus we could
have tfen examinations in a day and pro-
vide a thousand cash with which to buy
wine and have a grand drinking party.
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Yiin alone was allowed the privilege of
thinking: out her lines on her seat. '

" Once Yang Pufan made a sketch of
Yiin and myself working at a garden with
wonderful likeness. One night, the moon
was very bright and was casting a wonder-
fully picturesque shadow of an -orchid flower
o't the wall. Inspired by some hard drink-
ing, Hsinglan said to me, “Pufan can paint
your portrait sketch, but I can paint the
shadows of flowers.”

“Will the sketch of flowers be as good
as that of a man?’ I asked. _

Then Hsinglan took a piece of paper
and placed it against the wall, on which
he traced the shadow of the orchid flower
with ink. When we looked at it in the day
time, there was a kind of haziness about
the lines of leaves and flowers, suggestive
of the moonlight, although it could not be
called a real painting. Yin liked it very
much and my friends wrote inscriptions
on it. -

There are two places in Soochow call-
ed the South Garden and the North Garden.
We would go there when the rape flowers
were in bloom, but there was no wine shop
near by where we could have a drink. If
we brought eatables along in a basket, there
was little fun drinking ecold wine in the
company of*the flowers. Some proposed
that we.should look for something to drink
in the neighbourhood, and others suggested
that we should look at the flowers first and
then come back for a drink, but this was
never quite the ideal thing, which shoald
be to drink warm wine in the presence of
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flowers. While no one could make any
satisfactory suggestion, Yiin smiled and
said, “Tomorrow Yyou people provide the
money and I'll carry a stove to the place
myself.” “Very well,” they all said. When
my friends had left, I asked Yiin how she
was going to do it. “I am not going to
carry it myself,” she said. *“I have seen
wonton sellers in the streets who carry
along a stove and a pan and everything we
need, We could just ask one of these fel-
lows to go along with us. TI’ll prepare the
dishes first, and when we arrive, all we need
is just to heat them up, and we will have
everything ready including tea and wine.”

“But what about the kettle for boil-
ing tea?”

“We could carry along an earthen pot,”
she said, “remove the wonton seller’s pan
and suspend the pot over the fire by a spike.
This will then serve us as a kettle for
boiling water, won’t it?”’

* I clapped my hands in applause. There
was a wonton seller by the name of Pao,
whom we asked to go along with us the
following afternoon, agreeing to pay him a
hundred cash, to which Pao agreed. The
following day my friends, who were going
to see the flowers, arrived. 1 told them
about the arrangements, and they were all
amazed at Yiin’s ingenious idea. We start-
ed off after lunch, bringing along with us
some straw mats and cushions. When we
had arrived at the South Garden, we chose
a place under the shade of willow trees, and
sat together on the ground. First we boil-

ed some tea, and after drinking if, we
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warmed up the wine and prepared the
dishes. The sun was beautiful and the
breeze wasg gentle, while the yellow rape
flowers in the field looked like a stretch of
gold, with people in blue gowns and red
sleeves passing by the rice fields and butter-
flies flitting to and fro-—a sight which could
make one drunk without any liguor. Very
soon the wine and dishes were ready and
we sat together on the ground drinking and
eating. The wonton seller was quite a
likable person and we asked him to join us.
People who saw us thus enjoying ourselves
thought it quite a novel idea. Then the
cups, bowls and dishes lay about in great
disorder on the ground, while we were
already slightly drunk, some sitting and
some lying down, and some singing or
yelling. When the sun was going down,
I wanted to eat congee, and the wonton
seller bought some rice and cooked it for
us. We then came back with a full belly.

“Did you enjoy it to-day?’ asked Yiin.

“We would not have enjoyed it so
much, had it not been for Madame!”’ all of
us exclaimed. Then merrily we parted.

A poor scholar should try to be econo-
mical in the matter of food, clothing, house
and furniture, but at the same time be
clean and artistic. In order to be econo-
mical, one should “manage according to the
needs of the occasion,” as the saying goes.
I was very fond of having nice little sup-
pers with a little liquor, but did not care
for many dishes. Yiin used to make a tray
with a plum-blossom design. It consisted
of six deep dishes of white porcelain, iwo
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inches in diameter, one in the centre and
the other five grouped round it, painted
gray and looking like a plum flower. Both
its bottom and its top were bevelled and
there was a handle on the top resembiing
the stem of a plum flower, so that, when
placed on the table, it looked like a regular
Iplum blossom dropped on the table, and on
opening, the different vegetables were
1found to be contained in the petals of the
flower. A case like this with six different
dishes would be quite enough to serve a
dinner for two or three close friends. If
second helping was needed, more could be
added. Besides this, we made another
round tray with a low border for holding
chop-sticks, cups and the wine pot. These
were easily moved about and one could have
the dinner served at any place one wished.
This is an example of economy in the mat-
ter of food. Yiin also made all my collars,
socks and my little cap. When -clothes
were torn, she would cut out one piece to
mend another, making it always look very
neat and tidy. I used to choose quiet col-
ours for my clothes, for the reason that
dirty spots would not show easily, and one
could wear them both at home and abroad.
This is an instance of economy in the mat-
ter of dress. When I first took up my re-
sidence at the Hsiaoshuanglou, I found the
rooms too dark, but after papering the walls
with white paper, they were quite bright
again. During the summer months, the
ground floor was quite open, because the
windows had all been taken down, and we
felt that the place lacked privacy. “There

FiE—E AERE,
RGBS , I AL o JE
EYReE, B2 kA
W 2R, dn
—RBHES BER

Z,iﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂzﬂ’f‘o-—‘
g5, “=agwa

BRI R ST 5)
g R, LU
RRBERLE, MR
W, I R
BRZ—WE LA
EBORES B k. &2
BB, LB
e, (I R 2 5
BE R TSR B
SR 6 22—l

ET L L

PIERIEE 3875, 3 A
HET 5, T,




. 463 BENEPRBX: QMK

is an old bambeoo screen,” suggested Yiin,
“why don’t we use it and let it serve in
place of a railing?”

“But how?” I asked. _

“Take a few pieces of bamboo of black
colour,” she replied, “and make them info
a square, leaving room /or people to pass
ouft and in. Cut off nalf of the bamboo
screen and fasten it on the horizontal bam-
boo, about the height of a tabls, letting the
screen come down to the ground. Then
put four vertical pieces of short bamboo in
the centre, fasten these in place by means
of a string, and then find some old strips
of black cloth and wrap them up together
with the horizontal bar with mneedle and
thread. It would give a little privacy and
would look quite well, besides being inex-
pensive.” This is an instance of “manag-
ing according to the needs of the occasion.”
This goes to prove the truth of the ancient
saying that “slips of bamboo and chips of
wood all have their uses.”

When the lotus flowers bloom in sum-
mer, they close at night and open in the
morning. Yiin used to put some tea leaves
in a little silk bag and place it in the centre
of the flower at night. We would take it
out the next morning, and make tea with

spring water, which would then have a very

delicate flavour. .

(End of Second Chapter)
{To Be Continued)
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