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THE MUSIC OF WEI HAN-CHING AND THE TA CHENG
[INSTITUTE OF THE SUNG DYNASTY

Ling Ching-yen

From the reign of T Tsu to that of Che Tsung (960-1099) the scale of
Chinese music was changed five times.  From 960 to about 1033 the scale of
Ho Hsien was used  Li Chao's scale was adopted in 1034-37, that ot Yiian [ in
1049-53, that of Yang Chich and Liu Chi in 1078-85, and nnally, that ot Fan
Chén in 1086-93.  While the scale was repeatzdly modified, the same types of
music were uszd tor special state occasions, according to thz old rcradition. At
chat time. both music and ceemonies were under the control of the T Chiang
or Burzau of Ricual.  In 1104 the Taoist. Wei Han-ching, first thougiat of the
tanciful 1dex of using the lengths of the Emperor Hui Tsung's third, " tourth and
fifth fingers as unit measures, and improvised another new scale.  This so-called
Ta Chéng scale was adopted in 1105 A separate institute was organized to be
known as the Ta Ch¢ng Fu. with a special supervisor. This institute lasted until
1125, the year of the Chin Tartar invasion.  While tiis music was by no means
orthodox, it was unsurpassed in the elaborateness of its system and the seriousness
with which it was adopred.

Wer Han-ching's system is discussed, together with the events connected
with its adoption, the musical instruments. the compositions, and the history.

organizarion and chronicles of the Ta Chéng Fu: a chronological rable is also

included.



