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SIR MORDAUNT W-ELLS

AND

PUBLIC OPINION IN INDIA.

R e T T PR T T i T T Sl R TPy

( frrom the Indian Reformer, 24tk July, 1863, )

Si1E MorpauxnT WELLS AND THE NaTive €Commumity.—That a section
of the non-official European community of Calentta should wish to
cclebrate the approaching termination of the Indian career of Sir
Mordaunt Wells by a public dinner, is not strange ; it would be strange
if such a wish were not” expressed. Did not his lordship, when a
member of the old Legislative Council, warmly suppnrt the cause of”
- those who call themselves *“independent Britons?™ Did he not in
that Council lead the forlorn hope of “ Her Majesty’s Opposition ”
against the Government and against what is termed * effete civilian-
ism " Did he not from the bench hurl forth the thunders of vitupers-
tion npon the devoted heads of those who laid bare the iniquitios of the
Indigo system ? If in addition to the public dinner, tlfe Landholders
and Commercial Association were to ask his lordship to sit for his
portrait, with which to grﬂée the hall of their mectings, it would be
nothing strange. But we confess it does seem strange—passing strange :
—that a section, however inconsiderable m:u:l uninfluential, of the Hindw
community, . should think {}f getting up an address, and of psesenting
him with a testimonial. That such a prupﬂsal will be scouted by the B
- leaders of Hindu society is of course certain ; but the very fact, that a
fow isolated individuals have entertained the idea of an address and

a testimonial to Sir Mordanat Wells, is a phenomenon too 1ema.1ka.b1ﬂ
to pass unnoticed. What then are his lordship’s claims to an mdress

~and o testimonial from the Native community Do his claims rest

“upon his enercctic opposition to the Disarming .Act as it respected
 Anglo-Indians only 7 Do they rest upon his undisgnised Mostility to
the measure of placing Furopeans and Natives on a footing o Judicial
equahty? Do they rest upon hig adding to the-sacred ermine of justice
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* the p‘LtBh-WuI‘k of a violent politeial pmtrznnshlpt Do they, in fine,
rest upon his vehement denunciations of the Native character, bmndmw
it a8 a compound of chicanery and deceit, of perjury and forgery? Let
- the Bhaskar and the Dengellce honestly tell us, that the claims of Sir
Mordaunt Wells for a testimonial from the Native community rest upon
these and other valuable services, and we shall he- ready to vote for a
“statue of gold. But seriously, the proposal to give an address and a
testimonial to Sir Mordaunt, is highly insulting to the Native commu-
nity. Do not the Native gentry retain lively recollcetions of the mons-
ter meeting at the house of Rajah Radha Khant Deb Bahadoor, of its
bursts of patriotic eloquence, and of the calm and digmfied protest sent
to England 7 And is it not a gratuitous insult to the Native gentry to
proposs to them, in the teeth of those recollections, to give an eulogis-
tic address to Sir Mordaunt ¢ Are the Native gentr y to publish their
own shame to England? Are they to stultify themselves in the eyo
“of the civilized world? Are they to endure the just reproach of being
an inconsistent set of men, who say one thing to-day, and unsay it to-
motrow ¢ Are they to submit to have their one cheek white-washed
with chunam, and the other cheek painted black ? Bat it will be said,
that it is noble and generous to forgive. Soitis. And far be it from
us to propose to pursue Sir Mordaunt with politieal vengeance. His lord-
ship purposes to retire ; but it is but decent that he should retire with-
out the regrets of the nation whom he has reviled, It is generous to
forgive—-it is thrice generous to confer benefits upon an opponent. If
Sif Mordaunt had acknowledged his mistake in indiscriminately vilifying
tha national character, we should have been the firgt to come forward
with the proposal to reward that acknowledgment with a suitable address
‘and testimonial. But has his lordship ever confessed that he had com-
mitted a.mistake * Not he. On the contrary, when a short time ago, f
barrister stated in the High Court that there was no public opinion in
111{113"::11(1 he not, with a knowing look, ask whether the Icarned Council
had not heard of a whole community complaining against a judge ; and
when the barrister replied, “ yes, my lord, and your lordship knows with
wha.t guccess "’ did not Sir Mordaunt show by his looks that he regarded
thﬂ aﬁ‘wrﬂmmph And this is the man whom we are now ealled
apon to bhonour. But it will be asked, has not Sir Mordaunt given

antisfaction to the Native community by his judgment in the recent

—
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_ case of Hem Nath Bose? It would be affectation to deny that that
decision has given sakisfaction to the majority of the Hindu community.
But is that decision, looking at it from a Hindu point of view, to be -
regarded as a national bencfit? Is it not a beneﬁt-—suppﬂaing it to be
a benefit—conferred simply on the father “of the youth ¢ Has thﬂ
Hisdu community reugwed assurance from Sir Merdaunt—and is it
possible for him to give the assurance ¥—fhat in future similar decisions |
would be given in similar cases? If a similar case were to come on
to-morrow, would not the Lord Chief Justice, -or any other judge of the
High Court, Dbe at liberty to pronounce an opposite judgment ? How
then can the celebrated decision, looking at it even from a Hindu point

. of > view, be regarded as a national benefit ?

It will be said, that Sir Mordaunt has by his denunciations frightened
criminals and thus vepressed crime. Wo doubt the fact. Tt is yot to
be seen that clogquence cxpresses crime.  * Leviathan is not so tamed.”
Judges and policemen, chains and the gallows, have never yet made a /
nation moral. The causes of a nation’s regeneration are not jails but
schools. .Thus, in whatever light we view the Indian carcer of Sir
Mordaunt Wells, we do not perceive that it has any, the slightest, u]&iniﬁ |
on either the gratitude or the admiration of the Native community.,

( From the Hindoo Patriot, 27th July, 1363, )

We were not disposed to notice the promptings of toadyism.
which for some time past have been disgracing the colupns of a
portion "of the Bengali Press, but the acceptation by some of our
Anglo-Indian contemporaries of these effusions as the expression of the:
general opinion of the Native community on a most important question
of the day, leads us to throw off reserve and put on record what is the .

' renl opinion of our countrymen on the subject. The trus leaders of
Native society, those who hold the moving springs of political action
armong their countrymen, who mould national aspirations, sympathieg,
and opinions, who are the custodians of national credit and pidneers of
national progress, who are in the van of intelligence and ptblic spirit,
who have achieved that noble success by political activity, on which
'lmk—splttlea and toadies now comtemplate to tmdc-—-they we make bold -
to say dﬂ not aympathmc with the narrow-minded and salﬁs'ﬁ‘m, who,

-
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,.‘ regardless of the true interests of the nation, sellom scruple to stoop
" to the lowest degradation to please men in power awd ¢ shahked logues”
in general. It was these crouching, fawning sycopuants, who presented
- an Address of thanks to Sir Frederic Halliday for, as they called it, his
beneficent administration of Bengal, while the entire nation held back
~in just indignation* It was they too, or these ¢ idjots, ” as our illustrivus |
predecessor Baboo Hurrish Chunder significantly called them, who voted
a similar Address to Sir Arthur Buller, late a Judge of Her Majesty’s
~ 1ate Supreme Court of Bengal, but the valye which Sir Arthur set upon
that Address, may be appreciated by the fact that he 'did not deign to
acknowledge or reply to it at all. It was not to be expected that these
men should let slip the opportunity of distingunishing themselves in their
_. _peculiar way at the approaching departure of a Judge of the High Court,
though the latter were one, who had maligned the Bengali race with the
" heartiest gusto, and inveighed against their political rights and liberties
3iwith o virulence utterly unworthy of the Beneh, We can understand
what right-minded Europeans, not blinded by the rage of partizanship,
nor sharing in th#se selfish feelings which aim at reducing Native public
- opinion to the lowest significance by encouraging it to acts which are
- sure to cover the Native community with obloguy in the estimation of
the civilized world,—we can understand what these right-minded Euro-
- peans are likely to think of the proposed demonstration of unprincipled
gycophancy.- The venerable head of Native society, Rajah Radhakant
Bahadoor, it will be observed, stigmatizes the movement, and the discus-
sion raised in favor of it by a.section of the Bengali Press as ¢ pueri-
lities not worth notice.” |
" But let us not be misunderstood. Neither we nor our leaders deny
" that Sir” Mordaunt Wells has done some service to the country, but in
doing 8o we hold he has simaply discharged his duty. ' If he has punish-
~ed crime or put down dishonesty, he has simply done that, for whigh
1t may be harsh to say he was paid from the national oxchequer, LHe
- has pot-done more than what duty required of him, and it is an open
question whether in the discharge of duty he has not gone further than
what the scnse of duty would justify. On the other hand, what do we
- fingd to be the leadmg characteristics of his judicial carcer in India?
Did henmt""" ring tho Dench into public contempt by couverting it into
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a political platform ~ Did he not thunder forth from the Bench a1l
themas against the Bharacter of the Indian nation, and indulge in whole-

sale denunciations against it ¢ Did he not exhibit hig disqualification
. A |

for impartial administration of justice Iy cherishing preconceived

sympathies for one race aud antipathics against anothet, by making

‘nafural and *political distinctions in weighing the claims of the
different nationalities ‘of the Indian continent to right and juéi;i__ce,

by his impulsive manner, inconsistent with that calmness of mind,
that cool collectedness, and sclf-control, which are so -essential in

A Judge, particularly in a country Where interests of different sectionsg

of the community are constantly jarring with each other, and where
orposite influences are in action for the accomplishment of opposita

but he sought to attain that cnd by a method not sanctioned
by civilized opinien nor in accordance with enlightened principles of

ends?  Sir Mordaunt has, undopbtedly, endeavoured to repress crime,

jurisprudence. He aimed to strike terror by severe, and in mﬂn.f

cases, disproportionate punishment, and even in this hp seemed to follow
one standard for tlie Native, and another for the European. How many

Nativgs were not transported for petty felonies, while Europeans were -

let off with lighter punishments? Our readers will easily recall to mind-

thosoe scundnlﬂqa cases lu which he forgot the dignity of the Bench, and

labored as an advoeate for the mitigation or commutatich of punishment
to kuaropeans which he had himself awarded in ter 18 of boiling ind,ig—h--

nation. But was there a single Native case in which he felt the same |

fecling and made the same effort to save the prisoner ¥ 'We do not ‘mean.

to say that he should have done 80, but the fact marks the peculiar ten-

dency of his mind. It is useless ¢d repeat all that must be frgsh in the:

-

mind of every body as to the leading features of the judicial .career

of Sir Mordaunt Wells; suffice it say that not two years ago hig

judicial vagaries called forth a demonstration on the part of th__ﬁ _'
Native community, which did not occur since the establishmient ™3f

the Iate Supreme Court, and which was marked by a unaﬁimity'--

-

of feeling seldom observed in Native movements. Old and young

Bengal, orthodox and heterodox, city-people and country-people, all ;

joined in one chorus of condemnation against the egudge. Was

this universal fecling a fiction, was it a shadow that provoked ;t, was it
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* the effect of the promptings of a * fow presumptuons and brazen men ?
‘No, it was the out-burst of the national mind, itowas the echo of the
national voice from one corner to the other. What hias since passed we
ask which could juat_ify'tlm negation of such national demonstration ?
It may be said that Sir Mordaunt has since abated his “stump ora-
‘tory,” that hc has becn better behaved, and that he has been less -
pulsive. DBut is he like a school-boy, we ask, who having been once
-naughty has since become quiet, that the public should pat him and
“declare him a good boy entitled to praise? An Anglo-Indian contem-
porary says, that the Natives should ¢ forget and forgive.” What are
they to ¢ forget and forgive P”  Has Sir Mordaunt recanted his error,
has he repented his past denunciations and anathemas against the
Native character, has he made amends, and proved what he pretends
to be a friend of the Natives? His sole merit, since the Shobha DBazaar
Meeting and sinee Siv Charles Wood snubbed and reprimanded him,
1as been, we belicve, that he has leld his tongue. Is that a ground
for public demanﬂtmtmn of the kind proposed ? Is that a reagon to
“forget and furgwe ” the past 7 But we might advise our countrymen
to be generous, we do not see for what they should be * grateful. ”
They can “* forget and forgive,” but cannot certainly be ‘¢ grateful ”* for
the wrongs they have sustained. If they sot a price upon the national
character, if they value equal law and equal justice, if they contemn
judicial pantomimes, if they condemn judicial impetuosity, they cannot,
with propriety, come forward and vote an address to a Judge, whose
wensorious tongue  they themselves have been instrumental in dooming
" to silence. As tothe merit claimed for Sir Mordaunt on the ground of
-pepressing crime by declamatory harangues and severe punishment
alluded to above, we submit that it is yet to be seen that judicial ha-
rangues or extreme punishments will repress crime. As the Indian Le-
fmr has justly observed, judges and policemon, chaing and gallows,

have never yet made a nation moral.

That Sir Mordaunt has vainly played the game of popularity events
testify. Immediately after his first appearance on the Bench, he do-
nounced the commercial morality of Caleatta Europeans, but the £ng-
lishman’s PuieVs ditties lulled him into silence, Then he fell foul of
the Ha.%_ivea, and so roused their feelings, that they made ﬁ-puhlie de-
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. monstration againgt him. Perceiving his error too late, we fear he has
begun to be ‘eivil powards the Natives, but liko our Postal marks, it is | |
both “too late and msufficient.” A popularity-hunting Judge, we con-
fess, is a misfortune to a country, but a apolifical Judge, says Lord
Brougham, is a nuisance, It is, undoubtedly, painful to write all this
abont a Judge who is on the eve of retiring from the country, but we |
could not on public grounds, ng already observed, remain silent longer.

We have hitherto confined our remarks to the judicial eareer of Sirv
Mordaunt Wells. Take him as a legislator- and public man, and we
find him opposed to the cxecutive Government, to Native opinion, to
~ Native rights, to equal legislation gnd what not. IHe formally im-
peached Mr. Iden because he was a friend of the ryot, fiercely opposed |
Mr. Harington on the Arms Bill, becausc the latter refused to make
invidious distinetions between Europeans and Natives, supported that
tempnfary slave law, the Ryot Cocrcion Aect, for the summary enforce-
ment of Indigo Contracts, and in fact based all his views of legislationy”
on the assumption that there was an inevitable inequality between the .
white maun and the black man, an assumption tﬂtfﬁly opposed to the
Queen’s Proclamation,

As for his other public acts and virtues, what is there to raise him
to the honored raunks of a Jones, a Hydo East, a Ryan, a Peel, and a
Colville? He never breathed a syllable in the cause of education, either
of males or of females; he never sought to ameliorate the condition
of the Natives ; he never helped in the promotion of mutual inter- -
course betwecen Europeans and Natives; nor has heo yet, we be]iev"ﬂ;‘
visited any zenana for the elevation of Hindoo* women, -On the cop- -
trary, if we have been informed aright, as soon as the Shoba Bazanr
meeting was held, in a fit of indignation, not to say misanthropy, he
withdrew his name from the roll of Governors of the Native Hospital.
The Union Club, the reader may remember, was instituted with the
best of objects, oz, to heal the breach between Europeans and Natives
by means of social commingling, and was supported by the- highest
men in the land, but 8ir Mordaunt, if we mistake not, discountenanced it.
Other Judges of the Supreme Court, though not ardent friends of Na-
tive improvement, used still to pay conventional visits to.g' ative schools |
and iustitutions by way of passing encouragement, which Was not
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< without good effect, but Sir Mordaunt did not cven condescend to do .
this. . He did not permit his name to stand on the ®oll of tho University
Senate, with which body he has, wo have been tola, long since severed
his connection. It hus been sgid that Sir Mordaunt was an intense
admirer of the late Baboo Hwrish Chunder Mookerjea : we can be-

~ lieve it, but as a proof of hig ““intense admiration,” he did not/*we

- imagine, subscribe more than three cyphers in aid of the ¥und for a
Memorial to Hurish Chunder. Be that as it may, it is clear that the
admircrs of Sir Mordaunt have over-shot their mark by putting for-
ward his claim to a publiec address on the ground of his services and
merits as a member of society. |

According to our contemporary of the ZEnglishman, Sir Mordaunt
Wells deserves a public address, if for nothing clse, at least for his
painstaking and conscientious labors.. We do not grudge Sir Mordaunt’s
merit on that score, but we are not prepared fo say that other Judges

:"f-{;.re less conscientious or less painstaking, If the public must dischargo
their debt of obligation to'Sir Mordaunt on that account by presenting

~ him an address,” they must do likewise towards other Judges of the
High Court, or they would be insulting them, and are they prepared
to vote an address to every Judge who retires from the Bench %  Indeed

- we must say that it is humiliating to a Judge to receive an address from
any body sayieg that he has donc his duty diligently and honestly.
It is no praise to a British Judge, that he has performed his duty or

;dﬂne justice to all who came before him, which we do not deny Sir
JMordaunt Wells has done according to hig own light and judgment,
| _But we should be sorry to stand in the way of Sir Mordaunt Wells,
getting an address, or a testimonial. We were indeed very reluctant

. fo say any thing on the subject, but when misrepresentation has been
resorted to in order to mako the address popular, and when such a

distinguished and important public body as the British Indian Associa-
tton has been falsely and unjustly calumniated, we could not on public
" grounds simply longer preserve reticeuce. The British Indian Associa-
tion, we have been informed, have taken no part in the movenent, either
for or against it, and it behoved the Englishman to make assurance
doubly sure Gafore it circulated the calumny apainst a public body.
As for the movement in question, we wish its promoters every success.
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and by the civilizedffworld at Iarpe. Nativo opinion has at last becoma
to be appreciated in England.  Witness the 1'ecepti0-n in England of the |
Native Address to Sir Charles Wood, and letenot our countrymen from
any partizan feeling or by any evil counsel, forfeit {he character and
conslderation they have at last succeeded to obtain.

. Ohly let them pmnd:.;zhﬁw this Address will he regarded in Englaud

e

(From the Indian Field, nd August, 1863. )

Crams orF Sin MorpauNT WELLE T0 A NATIVE ADDRESS, —Addresses
IlDW-'EL-dEI}’E‘m‘B getting very cheap in -India. Thirty veats back an .
address even in Calcutta was a rare thing, most uncommon among
fhinga uncommon.  In those days of apathy and darkuess, when
Young India was but just riging from. the stupefaction of ages,
the greatest philanthropists—those who purchased the good of mil-
hons with the very life-blood of theirs, were allowed to loave the
country wnaddressed, unportraited, wunstatued. But how do matters
stand at this day? Completely changed to be sure, but whether
for the better or for the worse, it is needless here to determine,
Now every Somebody puts forth his claims to an address and even the
Nobodies clamour for it whenever their turn for asking it comes.. Does
a Railway frleclmuiﬁ, grown rich with the spoils of his Liberal but careless
masters, give out his intention of retiring from._the service and settling '-
cnfnfurtahl}" for life somewhere in England’or in the Colonies, forthwith
an address with a more substautial testimonial of exquisite fancywork
for its acconipaniment is presented to him for his self-abnegating labors
in India. Does a tectotalling priest of n::_tpuﬁhin'aanctity think of return-*
g to England, forthwith an address supported by a splendid teaserviee~ ~

. s offered to him for the eminent services he has rendered to his flack by
adding to their sin of drunkenness the less objectionable one of petjury.
Does a pedagogue of ambitious hopes and bold pretensions throw up his, -
school-master’s duties in sheer diggust, forthwith an address, followed
by an offer of a beautifal watch of curious workmanship, is voted to
him by his young cares, compeers, and superiors for tho vare benefit he
has conferred on the school under his charge, by allowing every thing
connected therewith to shape its own,course. In short, ti mania for
giving and rceeiving addresses has seized all persons m India, from the ,
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highest to the lowest, from the Governor-General to the pettiest keranee -
in the Stevedore’s Office. In fact, therg is no Imn:rﬂing to what absur-
. dities this mania will lead, for worse than those cnumerated above have
come to our krmwledtfa ~within the short period of a twelve month.
And even now the rumour of a farewell- address to Sir Mordaunt Wells,
by a section of the native community has filled us with nnmixed surprise,
and, if the truth must be ‘told, with ineffable disgust. We say this, not
because we bear any personal spite to Sir Mordaunt Wells, for thank
_God, we had never to stand our trial before him cither in a criminal or
“in a civil soit, but our intimate acquaintance with native feelings ren-
ders it impossible for us to shut our eyes to the fact, that no native, true
to himself or his country, wiil have anything to do with an address to
Sir Mordaunt, the bittorest calumniator of his race and the staunchest
- supporter of unequal laws and race prejudices between Her Majesty's
|  Native and Euaropean subjects 1n India: Wo have all along, unmerei-
tjtfullg,r but honestly exposed before the public, the great falimgs aud short-
comings of the Puisne J udu'e, and would have, to all probability, refrained
from any adverse remarks on his carveer in India, now that he is on the
eve of his return to Euwland But circumstances over which we have
" no control, have ordained 1t otherwise ; ; and we, though unwilling, will
have yet to canvass Sir Mordaunt Wells’s claims to a native address
before his departure from this country. S
1sf, .Let us consider Sir Mordaunt Wells as a judge of the late Su-
preme and now High Court, and see if he has any claims on the gratitude
of the natives for the manner in which he has discharged his judicial fune-
_..inilﬂ As a distinguished member of the English Bar, Sivr Mordaunt
. is universally allowed even by his opponents to possess qualifications
much above the average standard. His professional attainments, learn-
ing, and experience are deservecly held as being of no ordinary depth
and variety. Inshort, he has all the requiﬂite!s of n lawyer to render him
‘an able and successful barrister. But ajudge must needs have other
virtues. In him the rarest qualitiea' both of the head and the heart
. must harmoniously blend together to constitute him a fit represen‘tative
of God on earth. Sir Mordaunt has only the qua.lities of the head un-
supported h-”“thﬂﬂe of the heart, and as such, hi’ promotion to the bench

annnt but be Iooked upon as an unhappy event in his life. Constitu-
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+ tionally passionate and strongly wedded to his own opinions and viaws :
ready to jump at mniikuamnﬂ and heedless of consequences ; with Etrun_g
predilections and marked prejudices; for and against all sorts of things and
persons, Sir Mordaunt should have been the lest perﬁun selected for the
highly responsible office of an Indian judge which has put the impartiali- -
ty of much better men than himsolf to the severest test in deciding cases
between their domineering countrymen and a subject people. But-
however unhappy this selection might hava been ot first, Sir Mordaant
has rendered it still more unhappy by the highly {}bjectlﬂﬂﬂ.blﬂ manner -
in which he has conducted himself on the bench, especially during the
early part of his carcer in this country. As a judicial officer it would
have becn enough for him if he had condemned the criminals brought
for trial before him to condign pumshmeut but instead of contonting
himself with the discharge of this barely routine duty, he took wpon
himself the self-imposed task of castigating tho whole nation for the
vices of a few unworthy individuals. For this purpese he availed him- 4~
self of every opportunity of scutencing a native criminal to punishment
to traduce his countrymen of Etmngn complicity in erimes of every -
possible description. In -a recent case even, at the conclusion of the
trial, he alluded in strong terms to the undéﬂirﬂbleness of entrusting the
getting-up of a case to the native police. At evory trml Sir* Mordaunt
Wells betrayed his implacable hatred for the native 'rice, and de-
nounced; in no very measured terms their inveterate tendency to im- -
morality and vice.  As an inevitable consequence of this, he soon” made
himself thoroughly obnoxious to the native community, whom he ulti-
mately drove to petition Sir Charles Wood for dutting a stop té
the uncalled for provocation he daily offered to an unoftending natiog, |
from his scat in the bench, Neither was this all, Sir Mordaunt rendered .
himself wholly contemptible to the natives by his ill- -disguised partiality _'
for his countrymen, which, however excusable in an Englishman, was -
certainly uvpardonable in an Indian Judge. Besides, that groat duty |
of a judge—the blending of mercy with justice appears to have been .
wholly unknown to him, at least so far adthe natives -were - concerned.
Tho unexampled soverity with which he punished native criminals
establishes this fact béygnd 'dispﬁte To the  native lﬂ has always
proved a stern Jlld“ﬂ who could not separate the crime from the criminal
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“and pity the latter at the same time that he hated the former. Sir -
Mordaunt has to learn that to vepress crime by thei strong hand is to
~ attempt at an impossibility ; for prevention in this respect is universally
" held” as being of higher eficacy tlan remedy, and prevention is only
foasible by the strengthening of that sclf-respect in a people which Sir
“Mordaunt Wells has made it his particular object to destroy. So then
considercd as a judge, Sir Mordannt has forfeited all claims to & parting
tribute of love, respoct or admiration from the native community.

. 2ndly. Let us sce how it fares with Sir Mordaunt as a legislator, for
~'We know him in that eapacity Eﬂ_:s.{}. His connection with the late Legis-.
- Yative Council, thongh short, was still sufficiently siguificant. He work-
 ed himself even within an extremely limited Eﬁlnca of timelf into nogto-
‘riety, which he only knows how to do. In the Council he represent-
~ gd that small but.useful body of men whom it is but fair justice to give
~ the name they have deservedly carned, wiz-the Developers of Indin's
- yesources. The Disarming Act, the Ryot Coercion Act, ef hoc genus omne
found a strong advocate in him. The only change. the cabinet wrought
“in him was that it robbed his eloquence of its wonted fire, which by the
bye was no very slight change indeed. In.all other respects, in his
thoughts, opinions, views, and feelings, and most of all'in his antipathy
towards the natives, Mr. Justice Welly's ﬂnnsiaten‘cy remaing unimpeach-
ed to this day, - An eulogistic address, therefore, from the native com-
munity on the score of his services as a legislator, is completely out of
question: |

3rdly and lastly. Let us view him as & private mdlwdual of influence
and fortune, capable of doing immense good, moral, soeial, and political,

‘gratmtn,),laly of thla conntry. But in this we need not be too sanguine,.
" for the antecedents furnished by his pubhﬂ carcer leave but little margin

*- %o hope for disintercsted services gratuitously rendered Ly such an in-
~dividual - to his Indian fellow-subjects. Neither does the fact disappoint
ur expectation or no expectation rather, For Sir Mordaunt Wells
always true {o himself has serupulously abstained from -all interference
“in native affairs, ‘and kept himself sufficiently snug jn his own quarters
- not to be disturbed by the clamour outside raised by the natives of the -
goil. In fiod, Sir Mordaunt is wholly guiltless of imrticipﬂtiﬂn in any
native movement, evon of the highest political significance to England,
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As for his hbemht;jr and all that sort of thing towards the natives, the
less it is said of himiithe better. What then Sir Mordaunt has dﬂne} to.
deserve a farewell address from the Natives. If he knows ho has done:
nothing, let him then preserve his own conscience safe, by flatly refusing*

to a.ccﬂpt an address got up by a small minority of the native Gﬂmmumtyr
a testimonial from whom can afford but little consolation to him. -

( From the Ryot's Friend, 29:5&. July, 1863, )

‘AbprESS To St Morpaunr WeLLs. -—-Of‘ all emotiong of the heart
none rises 8o spoutancously and with. less dutward pressuroe brﬂught _'
to bear upon it than gratitude.: It is excited by a favor or benefit
received, and unless we can imagine human nature to be devoid..

of all feelings and passions, we canno} persuade oursclves to believe
" that any nation, ecivilized, Heiﬁi-civﬂized, or barbarons, will refuse
to express their thankfulness to one at whose hands they have

received some bencfits. The Hottentot and the Red Indian, t]:f
Hindoo and the Chinaman, the Englishman and the ¥renchmanall®

possess this virtue, ‘“in a greater or less degree.” In vain will the
misanthrope ransack the history of all these peoples, and 1ummaga
the best libraries of the world to find out a single history or a single
work which counld give a lie to this assertion Human nature is not
8o corrupted as some persons would fain lead us believe, Gratitude is
the distinguishing characteristic of man, and of no nation so conspi- .
euously as of the Hindoos. The Ancient History of India and the-

-annals of the DBritish sovereiguty in this country, confirm the latter .
statement to & word. From time immemorial the Hmdﬂﬂs were hﬂlpg -
egalumniated, now by the rapacious Grecian cdhquerur, then by the ruda-.‘-;
Mahomedans, and often by unthinking European Traders, but the worat
encmies of the Hindoos have never charged them with want of gratl- .
tude. Tt falls unhnppﬂy to our lot however to hear the leaders of :
our community, who in the opinion of the late Lord Canning heve
always been foremost to favor all schemes caleulated to improve the
condition of the myriad millions of India, charged with ingratitude, |
Indeed they arc rediculed for resisting the out-burst of national grati- -
tude towards tho vetiring. Puisne *Judge nf the Calcudfa High Court,-
Sir Mordaunt Wells. Outburst of naticnal gratitude ! What has Sir -
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“Mordaunt Wells done to deservé the thanks of the whole Indian
nation, Has he like Sir William Bentinck Inbored to slevate the condition
of the people ¥ Has he like that illustrious nobleman moved the
¢ Home Government ’ fo cencede to our countrymen the privilege of en-
joying offices of trust and responsibility ¢ Has he like David Hare
spared neither money nor time to diffuse education among the people of
Hindoostan ¥ Has he like Drinkwater Bethune exposed himself to the
“bright rays of the Indian sun and ‘walked miles and miles to gather
_’ gome Hindoo Girls to educate them? DBut nol to speak of gentlemen
 whose functions were other than those of Sir Mordaunt Wells. Has he
; like Ryan and Peel, Grey and Colville, all Her MaJeat} s Judges mind,
pasﬂed his Indian career not simply in dispensing justice, which every
Judge is buund morally and legally, to do, but in labouring assiduously
to ameliorate the cendition of the peaple ¢ Has he in fine done anything
. for which the whole Indian nation can feel grateful to him! (Putburst
of national gratitude ! What has Sir Mordaunt Wells done to deserve
- the thanks of the whole Tudian nation. His name is not associated
" with any Institution for the education of the Natives, for the comming-
hnﬂr of Luropeans and natives, He went so far as to withdraw his sup-
port from an Institution whmh has been established for the healing and
curing of poor sick natives.  Outburst of national gratitude ! What has
~ he dene to deserve the thanks of the Indian community. Has he actually
repressed crime A8 SO NArrow- -minded Journalists would have us believe,
The keen observer of Native Society can at a glance see that crime is
-88 rampant among them as it was before Sir Mﬂrdaunt trod his foot on-
_.these shores. - In fact it cannot be otherwise. Tho Natives are not mare
--gteeped in.crimes than otMer nations. Whatever crimes they are held
‘guilty of, people of the civilized world are not free from. It is true he
" has awed some Native criminals, but then he has frightened many
" honest suitors too. And while criminals, whom he has awed, can be
cointed by dozens, honest suitors, whom he has frightened to resort to
courts to get their dues, can be counted by hundreds.  We leave our
unprejudiced readers to determine whether for this result wo can be
-thankful to Sir Mordaunt Wells. But admitting that he has reprossed
crimes, are we fer simply receiving this benefit from his hand to foreet his
ﬂtupera.tmnﬂ and invectives agzunst the whole Hindoo community
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Are we for simply receiving this benefit from his hands to forget th
opposition to the Arms Act? Are we for simply receiving this bﬂnﬂﬁ:t
from his hand to fﬂwct the injuries which he has done to the masses of "
our countrymen who go by the name of ryots ¥ Ale we for simply re-
ceiving this benefit from his hand to forget the gratuitous insult he
ofiéred to the head of the Hindoo community, during the Nil Durpan
trial, to Rajah Radhakant Deb, who is.not only respected and honored
by tha.myriad millions of this country, ot only by Europeans hnldmg |
different political and religious opinions, by the soversign of Great Bri- |
tain and Ireland, but by all learned and powerful sovereigns of Europe,
Indeed our blood boils as often as the words of Sir Mordaunt * thaf
Revd, M_r. Long should have torn the address presented to him by thﬁ _.
Native community into pieces and thrown them to the winds,” recur to'our -
| ‘mind, and we unhesitatingly affirm that he is not a true-born Hindoo or
Bengaleewho foels otherwise. When we say this, we do not mean to in-

; . . el
‘sinuate that the section of the Native community who intend to pre- .

gent Sir Mordaunt Wells with a farewell address, and who agitate for lt
are not actunted by such a feeling. We will libel them, if we Ba.y
so. The fact is that Rajah Kulikrishna and his assoeiates are very =

good natured men, say what malicious writers may. Though not
Christians and entertaining profound respect for Christianity, they are |
always disposed to forget the fanlts of their encmies and forgive them -
readily whether or not they recant their errors. They follow to the
letter the Christian precept which enjoins men to lay bare the rlght
cheek when the left cheek is injured. Rajah  Kalikrishna, and his asso-
ciates speak disparagingly of no body. 1In the Bethune Society, Rﬂgﬂh
Kulikrishna praises every lecturer, whether he foully abuses th&natwe&\nr
exalts them to tho skies. He never called a single lecture ?1tupemtwa
‘and abusive. All lectures he styled, excellent, elaborate, and compre-
hensive in their own way, The Editor of theg Jonrnal which advocates
the presentation of an address to Sir Mordaunt Wells is also uguﬁd:
-natured man.  His mouth is full of compliments. ‘Those whe know him -
persmmliy, cannot but acknowledge the aﬁ’abmty of his temper, his
readiness to praise those who do even a little service to this country.
Do some thing for your countrymen and we assure gqu that he will
eall you an energetic man—a reformer. Talk to him of Europeans who

-
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> gpeak eulogistically of Native speakers in the Hall of the Dalhousie
Institute, but abuse the whole Native community injother places and he
- will entreat you, beg you, implore you to give an adatess to such Furo-
‘pean friends. Indeed he iscof such a mitk and water disposition. Wo
need not wonder, thercfore, when we finding hin agitating for the presenta-
fion of an address to Sir Mmdaunt Wells, who even his worst encruies
‘admit has done some service to our countrymen. Dut we cannot expeet
“the whole native community to ge ag good-natured and of such g milk
- and water disposition as his worthy sclf or Rajah Kalikrishna. Human
“meture is vindictive. And DBengalecs are made of flesh and Dblood,
- They canuot, therefore, give an address to Sir Mordaunt Wells.

L ——

( From the Hindoo Patriot, 3rd August, 1863.)

- Inpian Movemeyts anp Encrisg Opixton.—* * * % If England
-.i8 the arbitress of the claims of India, our countrymen are, we are happy
-t say, fully alive to the importance of English opinion to their interests.
| They know full well, that England is the goal of their hope. Is the screw
" of oppression too irritating, they send forth their shriek across the vast
- Atlantic to reach the imperial isle? Does the ¢ frec and independent

Briton, " domineer over them with galling yoke, they appeal to England

for protection? Is a Native Prince robbed of his dominions and
rights, he flies to England for justice ? Does a DBritish satrap abuse
his powers, and rule the people with an iron sceptre, the people cry to

England for relief? Docs a DBritish Judge leave the path of duty,

- import race feelings in the administration of J'LlStlEE, and traduce the
mnational character of the people over whom he is placed, the aggrieved

_a.pply to Lngland for redress ? In fact English opinion is the real ruling
 gtandard of India. Bat if the ¥nglish people sympathize with our con-
dition, appreciate our wants and feelings, and respect our rights and pri-

vileges, it 13 of the highent importance that we should do nought that
would forfeit us their good opinion. - We should be careful to give way to
cﬁprme or whim, or make a child's sport of the sympathy.of England. If
we hug to our bosom.the tyrant whom we only this moment reprobated,

if we worship and lick the dust of the feet of the reviler who traduces our .

national eharact®r, and attacks our political rights; what chance have we.

for the good opinion of the English people or their sympathy ¢ Indeed



-—

(17 )

what dependence can they place upon our opinion ¥ Will they not re. -

gard us as so many children, fired at a spark or tickled with a straw ¢
Will they not say tRat the Natives of India have.no independent opini-
on, that they do not know their own mind, thgt théy are reckless in their

asgertions and complaints ¥ Where thefe is no confidence there can be

no sympathy. Let our countrymen remember that if they once loose

the confidence, and with it the sympathy of England, they will lose all

chance of redress for their political wrongs and griovances. Their- op-
ponents will not be slow to work upon the English mind, and adduce the
child-like uncertainty of their disposition as a proof of the unreliableness

of their opinion. They, therefore, must be the greatest enemies of their .

conutry, who would drag 1t through the mire, in order to grﬁtify their
selfish ends or partizan feelings. With what force, we ask again, can
. thDSE, who assembled at Shobha Bazar a year and half ago to condemn
the political proclivities of a British judge now come forward, and justify

the same proclivities, and vote him an address of thanks? With wha.t'

decency can they ask the same Judge to receive an Address at their
hands, who told the Revd. Mr. Long, at the famous Nil Durpan trial,

to ¢ tear into pieces, and throw to the winds ” the * Address ” which __
the Native community had presented to the Reverend Gentleman ex-

pressive of their sense of respect for hira ¢ The promoters of the proposed
demonstration of course know best their own mind, and if they owe any
personal obligations to the retiring Judge for the repression of crime,
they are quite welcome to express to him their gratitude in the best way
they can. We entreat the nation not to identify itself. with the - small

-

knot of selfish narrow-minded, ill-informed, and unpatriotic sycophants. .

If our countrymen have any regard for English opinion and for their .
own intercsts, let them ponder well before they commit themselves to an - :
act, which will brand them before the civilized world as ﬂ,pﬂ,rcel of .-

children, caprmmus and thoughtless, and which will give their enﬂmlea
an_ effective ha.ndle to injure their best mtareats aud prospects. "

- (From the Hindoo Patrmt 103,& Aug-usf 1863. ),

SiR MoRDAUNT WELLS -AND TOH VERVACULAR PrEss.—In n late issue
we stated that the true leaders of Native society do not sympathise with,
and will not join, the proposed hole and corncr egiovement to
address Sir Mordaunt Wells, In the present issue we prﬂpuﬂe to indi-

| D
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cate Native public opinion on the subject as expressed through the me- .
dium of the Press. )
* . T * * . * #

The Shome Prokasn, the Saturday Eeview of the Vernacular DPress, ri-
dicules the idea of an address to Sir Mordaunt Wells, and observes :

“ We have stated above that two or three wealthy Natives contem-
plate this movement, -But what will the community at large, particu-
Jarly the educated classes do%?  Will they bring disgrace on their country
by joining the promoters of this discreditable, not to say dishonest move-
ment ? The people of this country arc daily winning golden opinions for

vood sense, and will they not by this proceeding forfeit those golden
| opinons 1 I8 it worthy of sensible men to vote commendatory addresses
to those who are utterly unworthy of the same? * * * Sir Mordaunt has
- all the imperfections of a mind that is unsteady and impulsive, and it 18
~ owing to this only that evil-doers fear him so much. In conclusion we
declare it emphatically, that taking what Sir Mordaunt Wells is, he
does not-in the least deserve an address.”

The Probakur, one of the oldest and well-known vernacular papers in
Bengal, assures us that ‘‘ it has not changed its oft-expressed opinion
with regard to Sir Mordaunt Wells, though it admits that Sir Mordaunt
since the Shobha Bazaar meeting, has conducted himself with morc pro-
priety than hitherto.” Our contemporary then proceeds :

“ Sir Mordauut Walls has come to this country pretty long enough,
but he has not bﬁymd simply discharging the duties of his offico "done a
single act for which the community at large might feel an-obligation to him.
"The people of this country will never forget the services which Sir Wil-
. lam Jones, Sir Edward Hyde East, Sir Edward Ryan, Sir’ John Peter

"+ Grant, Sir Lawrence Peel, Sir James Colville rendered to them by pro-
moting the canse of education aud endeavouring to ameliorate their gen-

eral condition. Those services are engraved in their m'emury like mar-
Lle inseriptions, But far from joining any movement for the good of the
Natives, he did not even by‘ way of encouragement preside at the public
exhibition in atty school. No comparison can, therefore, hold good with
the above-named honored Judges of the Supreme Court.”

The Dacca’ Prokash, the most intelligent pmnucnl paper in Ben-
galee, sy



““ We entirely disapprove of the movement contemplated by some of our
counirymen to present a farewell address to Sir Mordaunt Wells, Pub-
lic addresses would ®se their value, if Sir Mordaunt Wells were honored
with an address. Sir Mordaunt is not crying fol' an address from the
“niggers” of this country. N or does he attach any value to an address
froth Natives, Otherwise why should he have told the Revd. Mr. Long
“ to tear the Native address into pieces and throw it to the winds ?”
Have the people of this country ¢ forgotten that stinging reproach ? 'If
not, with what face do they now cote forward with an address to the
same Sir Mordannt ¥ Would they not feel maulted should Sir Mor-
daunt Wells “ tear into pieces " their address ? Why seek and solicit such
msult ¥ We think those who have self-respect, who have the least re-
- gard for their country, will, without doubt, listen to our word.” *

The Bharut Poridurshun, a new Bengalee weekly, conducted w1th
ability, observes : |

““We have been not a littlo surprized. to hear that efforts are hemg
raade £o present a farewell address to Sir Mordaunt Wells, to him who de-
nounced the whole nation as a nation of perjurers and forgers, who follow-
ed one standard of justice for the European and another for the Na-
tive, and to pmtéat against whose conduct the elite of the Native commu-
nity met not long ago,at the Hall of Rajah Radhakant Bahadoor. Tf pub-
~ lic addresses are presented to any and every body without diserimination,
where will then e the importance of such documents? * * ¥ Not only will
such indiscriminate addresses have no value, but foreigners will begin to
think that the people of Bengal have no independent opinion of their own,
that they cannot diseriminate a worthy from an unworthy man. Let those
who propose addressing Sir Mordaunt Wells, re-call to mind the past .
‘proceedings of Sir Mordaunt.” | i o

Cormments on the above are superfluous. It is enough for the new ad-
mivers of Sir Mordaunt to know that the entire Native Press, English and
Bengalee, with only two exceptions, is opposed to their movement. This
singular unanimity of opinion in the Native Press 18 as remarkable as

1t 1s important.

( From the Hindoo Patriot, 17Tth August, 1863.)
Last weck we placed before our readers the opinion 8 the Native
Press on the proposed movement to address Sir Mordaunt Wells,
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We take this opportunity to draw their attention to the f:apiui'c-n of
the leading journal of India on this subject, we mean the Z'imes of |
India :

- ‘¢ An effort is being made by the Englishman and others, we observe,
“in Caleutta, to get up a testimonial to Sir Mordaunt Wells, The Native
pommunity, we trust, will not be weak enough to be cajoled into such

& movement. No English judge of his time has created such wide-spread
seandal, or done so much mischief. His conduct has reflected disgrace on

the whole English Bench of Calcutta. ™

The words are few but strong. Our countrymen justly entertain a

high regard for the opinions of the Times of India. Whether it was
~ in the Sepoy Mutiny, the Indigo revolution, or the struggle of the Natives
for equal law and equal justice, the Zimes of ndia, notwithstanding

much personal obloquy and vituperation to which it was systematically
subjected by the organs of the ‘“‘free and independent ” Britons, con-
wistently supported the Native cause, and stood by the Native through
good report and evil report. It was from no partizan feeling or motives of
private interest this support was so freely rendered. It was the in-
trinsic merits of the cause of the millions which led this staunch
advocate of truth aid justice to brave temporary unpopularity with
his countrymen in order to serve the weak, the opptessed, and the
- aggrieved. 'When, therefore, such a disinterested friend and supporter
warns ‘our eduntrymen against bemg “cajoled ” into the p[‘Dp{JBEd TNOYE-

menf, wo sincerely and ealnest]y hope that they will take his advice to
heart. ' . e

" As for the proposed address, much as we regret the oceasion which
. has compelled us to protest against ity we fear it will be far from agrec-
-able either to the giver or to the recciver, to exchange the compliment.
After the singularly unanimous protest on the part of the Native Press,
and the undisguised expression of opinion of the leading journal .of all
India, it cannot be pleasing to Sir Mordaunt. Wells, we presume, to receive
- an agsurance of Native gratitude which owes its origin avidently to fae-
tion. It were indeed much to be wished for his sake that on the eve
of his departure his name should not have been so frecly handled on - tlle
pretext of at best a qaestionable honor,
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( From the Hindoo Patriot, 24th dugust, 1863. )

SIR MoRrDaUNT WeLLS sNp rE PREss.—The Press of Bombay, Euro-
pean and Native, Bas been warmly discussing the propriety of giving a
testimonial to ‘Sl[' Mordaunt Wells. The Zimes of Indiz bhas again .
expressed itself strongly on the subject : #

“The Englishman is making desperate efforts to get up a testimonia¥ -
to that excellent judge, Sir Mordaunt Wells. No judge that ever sat
on the English Bench has equalled the great mountebank of Caleutta,
we are to understand, either in the aecuracy or the rapidity of his
judgments. If the Native-community of Calcutta wish to stultify them-.
selves completely, they will be cajoled into presenting the Great Sir
Mordaunt with a testimonial. The sooner he is out of India the better
for every interest connected with the country.”

The Bumbay Suturday Review has only a simngld sentence on the sub-
Ject, which i3 a% follows :

“ The proposal to raise a testimonial to Sir Mordaunt Wells in Calcutta
ought not to be encouraged, for although Sir Mordaunt has deserved
well of the public, it offends one’s ideas of judicial dignity and impartia- °
lity to present a judge with a testimonial for doing his duty.”

This single sentence is both expressive and significant. The Reviewer
has been a steady supporter of Sir Mordaunt Wells, belongs to what is
called the party of “free and independent Britons, ” and is openly

opposed to the Native interest, and this journalist is deliberately of
opinion that the proposed movement shomld not be « encouraged. ” “It -
offends one’s ideas of judicial dignity and impartiality,” observes the
writer, “to present a judge with a testimonial for deing his duty ” Such
18 the opinion of a friend and supporter-of Sir Mordaunt—not the dictate
of factious opposition or blind prejddice. Let those who are so amb;-w'
tious of distinguishing themselves by this ¢ capital ” political movement '
as they flatter themselves it is, take note of the universal protest, and
consider how far they will serve the natioaal interest by such a suicide
move. We hupe ample time has elapsed for the Eﬂ“ﬂrvescenue of their
partizan zeal and for commor sense to re-assert its sway.

The Rast Goftar, one of the chief Native Papers of Bombay, distin-
guished for its out-spokenness, has a characteristic article QL the subjoct,

- which we copy wn its entirety for the benefit of some of our mntempura~
rics ; |
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. “There wages, at Calcutta, a furious paper war at present, and the
claims of Sir Mordaunt Wells. to an address from the Bengalees, ave
warmly discussed. In the last number of the Pafriof now before us,
there is on the subject an article a yard long, wherein the writer suj_;ns
up the merits and the demerits of the rétiring_ Judge, and clearly pru{res
that it is not from the Bengalees that he ought te have an “ address, ”’
And herein we concur with him, The address would sit most ungrace-
fully on those who give, and on him who takes it. Sir Mordaunt Wella's
judicial carcer in this country was one bitter harangue against the Natives,
Wholesale denunciations against native honesty and native morality—the
*choicest Billingseate, so much in vogue amongst the “free and inde-
pendent ” journalists—formed the staple of his rhetorie from the bench.
Surely, his judicial decisions as far ag we had opportuuities to Judge of
- them, were not affected By his prejudices—at least not to any extent worth
noticing. If, as the Patriot says—in punishing crimes, “he seemed to
follow one standard for the native and another for the European ”—we
will at least be charitable enough to imagine that he but followed the
fashion of the times. Nay, another excuse is not wanting. Convinced
as Sir Mordaunt Wells seemed to be of the moral worth of all Europeans,
he perhaps thought, a slight pumshment was suflicient for one of them.
The case of natives was of course different, and it may be, that the
worthy judge while severely punishing a sable delinquent, meant it all
for his future welfare. But then for all that, the very idea of voting
" him an address simply becausaas a Judge he was not dishonest, is queer
| e'nﬂugh. - We might with equal propriety think of voting an address to
" our soachman for driving us fo our place, without upsetting the carriage.
The J udge’g duty was to administer’justice, and justice means impartiality.
- What he did was but his duty, and wothing more. And therefore an ad-
" dress to him, we repeat, would be queer enough. But, that it should pro-
ceed from the Baboos at Calcutta,—-nay, from any one who calls himself a
Gative of India, is incongruous in the extreme ; and not only incongruous
but calculated to produce contempt in the miuds of even the most
charitﬂ.biy "disposed—contempt towards those = who could have the
frant to give a florid address, to the very same individual whom but two
| years ago, th_?}r had represented as unfit for holding high judicial office—
and conterapt towards him who could condescend to recoive an address
from thosc whom ho more than once branded as a race of perjurers and

forgérs, -



But the effect, that such a course of proceedings is likely to produce
in Englaud, ought to be well considered. What would the English publie
think of a people %ho to use a nursery phrase “cry with one eye and
lagygh with the other ¥’ What weight are they*likelir to give in future, to
the complaints of a race so fickle? It ix all very good to “forget and -
- forglve, »  But the doctrine carried to excess, is incompatible with all-
our ideas of manliness and self-respect, qualities without which huma-
nity would be degraded to the level of brutes. We may not resent an
injury ; we may only #ry to fui‘get it. But in a case like the present,
after wafting bitter complaints, thousands of miles across the seas——to
parise  the very hand that smote would be an Instance, unparalleled in .
the annals of suicidal folly. Let us assure our fellow subjeets at Caleutta,
that it is not by sycophancy and turn-coat-ism that they will gain the
good will and, respect of our rulers. These aro qualities which always
have the hearty contempt of all honest men amongst them, ”

The Probhakur has again come out with jts proiest against the pro
posed movement. The concluding portion of our vernacular contempo-
rary’s article, which we give below, is sugeestive. The following is the -
draft address which our contemporary has framed for the benefit of the
admirers of Sir Mordaunt : o

“Sir,—We were much distressed at the wholesale denunciation of
the Natives as & nation of perjurers and forgers, in which you unhappily
induiged yourself on the Bench, and aggrieved at this, most of us at-
tended the meeting which was held at the*mansion of Rajah Radhakant
Bahadoor, and signed the petition against you, which was adopted at that
meeting, but we have been exceedingi% gratified to notice that siuce thd |
reprimand which you received from Sir Charles Wood on the Sheba bazax
petition, you have given up the bad habit of calumniating the Natives, and
for this we request your acceptance of this assurance of our gratitude,

We commend the above to the earnest consideration of tho concoctors
of the contemplated address. 1Tt is decidedly a model in its way——-ﬂhnr%;
but sweet, o |

(From the Hindoo Patriot, 31st August, 1863, )

“ Tar INDIAN EwPIRE, by way of compliment we suppgse, calls - the

pl"ﬂl’r}ﬂterﬂ of the Address to Sir Mordaunt WUHS, “ educated block-heads
among the Native community. ” | . ' |
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- Tae Tvmes of India in reproducing a portion of our article in which .
we endeavoured to indicate the effect which the proposed testimonial to
Sir Mordaunt Wells would have in England, obsetves: “The Hindoo
Patriot ip right 1n expressing these sentiments boldly. If the Nagve
community of Caleutta allow itself to be cajoled into presenting a testi-
monial to Sir Mordaunt Wells, 1t will Lecome utterly contemptible iu
Enropean cyes.”

Notwithstanding tho friendly warning  which has been given
from all parts of the country, the highly intelligent admirers of
Sir Mordaunt Wells, whom an English contemporary calls edu-
cated block-heads among the Native community,” are determined to
dig & grave for national credit and character. They have put in circula-
tion the proposed address to their judicial Addol. ¢ Fools will rush in
where angels fear to tread ;” but we have this satisfaction, that the
gection which has resolved upon this suicidal act has at no time taken a
Joading part in political movemsuts, or manifesied publie spirit in any
national undertaking. The moving spring of action n these men has
been the currying the favor of those in power. Their f}rasent movement’
ig, therefore, of a piece with the gencral tenor of their existence. As for
ourselves we have dong our duty. We have had to incur the bitterest
displeasure_ of those whom we once regarded as friends, and to bear
endless obloquy, ca’iumn}:, and back-biting, the orthodox weapons of
factious opposition. ‘But in the discharge of public duty we could not
stoop to consider the claims of friendship or personal convenience. The
national credit for character, good sense, and political consistency, was
at stake, and no consideration, of gowever personal moment, could wean
us from the path of duty. If, however, we havenot been able to restrain
the blind friends of Sir Mordaunt from the sutfee or self-immolation,
- which they are resolved to inflict on themselves, we have the satisfaction
1o observe that the really intelligent and the best portion of the Native
community do not sympathize with the selfish sycophants who have set

~on foot the proposed movement. It is algo not a litle satisfactory to us
to know that Eogland will know that the movement is entirely sec-
_tional, and owes its origin to the most insignificant section of the Nutive-
community. ~'We are not aware whether the friends of Sir Mordaunt
Wells will vote him a testimonial, but if they do, we hope they will
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ﬁtﬂt of all secure two portraits of Su Mm daunt, that ig, one ethbmﬁg
huu as a Judge of the late Supreme Court abusing the Natives, and pro-
nouncing judgment ¥n the Nil Durpun Case, with the following words
inggribed underneath, ‘“the Reverend gentleman (Mr, Long) should have -
torn the address of the Native community into pieces, and thrown it to
the%inds ;” and the other exhibiting him as a Judge of the High Court -
~ hugging to his bosom the proposed address from a section of the *same
bad set.” They may invite posterity to ““look on this picture and on

this I” when posterity will, the reader may imagine, say, -—
(let the reader, if he pleases, fill up tho blank with the memorable wnrdu
which Lord Gough uttered in a post-prandial euloge on Lord Hardinge
after the Chillinwallah battle, when in the midst of his eloquent preros
ration he wag interrupted by his ﬂtrdar bearer pulling the tail of his

coat.) *a

Ty

( From the Pheniz, 9th September, 1863. )

3 * e
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A hot-headed, but agreeable and most honorable English gentleman, -
Sir Mordaunt Wells, carries from these shores the geod wishes of every.
grade of m::cjety.‘ Of his merits as a judge, there are more opinions than
one, there being a party who hold him to have been one of the best
judges India bas had, and another pufty which considers him to have
been one of the worst, which after all is not saying or thinking any-
thing very bad, for against even Sir Elijah Impey no case has ever been
made out. The one party is the Ultra British, the other the Ultra
‘Native, and from no one of either, have we ever heard a word fall that
could be construed into a doubt of Sir Mordaunt Wellss judigal con-
scientiousness. The worst we have ever heard alleged against him, was
that, by idiosyncrasy, he was unfitted to adjudicate in cases of a ton-
dency to excite hig very éxcitabha sympthies. - By disposition honestly
~ pugnacious himself, Sir Mordaunt Wells was almost certain on the bench’ |
. to exhibit a tendency to pugnacity in-behalf of the plaintiff or__defendzmt,
his sympathies led his judgment to think had been oppressed or wronged.
In political or sensational trials, it was a moral imposgsibility that Sir
Mordaunt Wells’s judgment, and manner of deliveringeg judgment,
should fail to thoroughly gratify one of the parties to the suit: and

: E
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- there has scarcely cver been a suit of such a description, in which the .
judgment of a calm, dispassionate, wise, and discriminating Judge, would
not fall on the ears of Loth plaintiff and defendant as disappointing,
- though prore so to the losing than to the winning part. The Judge who
fully gratifies either party in a political trial, may be a learned judicial
‘and most conscientious man, but, (expericnce has established) is out of
1'place on the bench. The office of tho Judge is not to give complete
victory to plaintiff or to defendant, but to give carefully, jgalously-meted
justice-to the party entitled to it. We shall illustrate what we niean
by a reference to the Nil Durpun case. There is no question that the
publication’ of the translation of that wretched t}imsh by the Rev.
Mr, Long coustituted a libel against the Planting community, and that
no option was left the Judge but to find Mr. Long guilty of libel. But
to any other Judge of the Supreme Courts, but the J udge of the peocu-
liar idiosyncrasy who presided at the trial, would it also have appcared
_plain, as noon-day, that Mr. Long’s object in circulating the pamphlet,
was not to defame the Planters, but to show the ill-effect on the native
mind, their high-handed proccedings were producing. We feel embold-
ened from what swe have seen of their public conduct to express it as
our conviction that h&d'eithar of the then Chief Justices of Madras
and Bombay presided at the Long trial, he would, though aec-
~ guiescing in the verdict of guilty by the jury, have considered, an admo-
nition from the beneh, and a decree, that the defendant should remain in
Guatﬂdy until the rising of the Court, ample pumshment for the culpable
indiscretion which had been proved against him, and of which he had
Jeen convicted. Equaily conscientioug, bubt with & mind less nicely
‘bolanced, and altogether less fitted for judicial work, Sir Mordaunt
“Wells inflicted the perfectly legal punishment of 1mp113nument in a
felon’s jail. Is there now a man of any party in India who does not
regret that punishment was inflicted, and who does not perceive it
might without the slightest iuj.ury to justice, or to the 1najesty of the
law, have been withhold 1
We might in similar judicial spirit test moro than one other judgment
. of Sir Mordaunt Wells, but 16 would be¢ but the same tune over agaln,
but a repetition of germane stricture, rendered necessary by the homo-
genity of the cases, Our judgment of Sir Mordaunt Wells is correct.
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Vigor, apirit, the fire; if not the garb of cloquence, are Hls ; but to
‘nobody, whoever saw his unquiet eye on the bench, did that eye re-call
Blindfolded Justice?; nor could his animation at such moments have.
suggested to any that his wers the fittest hands to hf::-ld the scales
which that Goddess is supposed to carry instead of a sun-shade.

K has been said in some one or other of the Indian journals, that Sir
Mordaunt Wells's future in England will be similar to that of several
other Colonial Judges, who, resigning the bench, returned to England
to® resume practice, but could not obtain it. We think very differently.
oir Mordaunt Wells possesses all the ability, all the quarliﬁcatipnﬂ'._ re-
quisite to make him one of the first advocates of the day at home,
That very hot fluency,—sometimes seeming almost eloguence—which is
hig, is admirably fitted to run away with the judgment of any twelve
ordinary Enplish jurors, and we entertain no doubt, that if Sir Mor.
daunt resumes practice at Home, great wealth and great professional
fame as an advocate may be his. Crowded Courts will - listen
- with admiration to his spirited addresses, and amazed Judges puzzle
their braing, and in vain, to EDI‘FE the knotty problem of how such a
fiery, ardent, hulcl and unsparing a.dvmate could hage contrived to wear
the ermine for a month without pr{}dumn-:r a catastrophe. And nqt only -
in the Law Courts, but in the English Scnate—where, it may be neces-
sary to remark, the tip-top leaders of party do thethinking,—is Sir
Mordaunt Wells likely to make a figure. We fully expect to yet hear
of him as one of the fizhting men in parliameutary debate, terrible on
those exciting internal questions, about which the diplomatists of Con-
tinental Europe have never heard, and which are incumbated in the Homg
* Office and not in the Cabinet Conucil, unless indeed they risg to the
rank of efforts to reform Parliament, and so cease to be Pa,nah "
~ Amid such scenes Sir Mordaunt Wells, honorable, lively-minded Eughah
gentleman as he is, will be in his true element. IHe was born to fight
in the ranks of party, and when f{airly ealisted in those ranks, is just tite
“man to give and take hard raps and stunning blows, and to comse out
of the conflict with some credit to himself, even though covered with
scars. On the bench his pecullar talents were thrown away, and put-
ting him there, was turning his abilities to bad use. Jusb as well have
made 8 missionary of the present. Sir Robert Peel, or a Trappmt; of Dr,
Cumming.
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( From the fizdmﬂ Banner. )

Stz Morpaunt WeLLs AND Namive Pusnic OpiNiow.—The Caleutta
Baboos are noy just going to commit themselves by a fatal error, .
which wjll Bpeak neither in favour of their brains nor their moral
sense, and a Bengalee contemporary is bhndly upholding them in
their foolish course. Qur readers, we believe, do not require to be inform-
ed that the Caleutta Judge, Sir Mordaunt Wells, is clusmcr his judicial
pareer, and is now on the eve of his departure from thisland ; and as is
usual with reference to retiring greatness, it is proposed to vote to Mim
an address. 'That the English planters, whom Sir Mordaunt Wells so
“ably supported in ‘their oppression. of the Ryots ; and that the English
merchants and Eugliahmén in general whom Sir Mordaunt Wells was
ready to prove superior to the Natives, should prr:rp{:;se an address and
even vote a testimonial to him, i8 by no means strange ; but that the
Natives of Calcutta, who represented him only the other day as an in-
vidious judge, and asked for his re-call to England, should think of such

a step scems to us highly strange, if not most ridiculous. It was Sir
Mordaunt Wells, who repeatedly said that the ‘Iatnres were a nation of
liars aud prejurers ;, it was Sir Mordaunt Wells, who Jepeatedly haran-
eued from the bench that it was but an unwise luw of the land that
dEpriﬁed him. the pleasurc of gazing at Native ladies in tne Court; it
was Sir Mordaunt Wellg, who coustantly exemplified in judicial decisions
~ that there was one law of punishment for the Natives and another for
the Europeans ; and it was Sir Mordaunt Wells who openly rebuked the
Revd. Mr. Long for receiving an address of such a degraded pation as
the Natives of India, and expressed himself that he should be the first
individugl to tear it off in contempt for their habitnal lies and forgeries. -
" These are grand gualifications for an address indeed ! We always thought
~ the people of Calcutta had better sense and greater public spirit than
we have in Bombay—at any rate, we thought of Calcutta Native jour-
nalism to be sufficiently public-spirited to unanimously condemn any
move to vote an addvess to a Judge of Sir Mordaunt Wells's stamp, who
had never felt any restraint in injuring the Native cause and violating
Native feslings. It is not for one injury or one instance of the violation
of judicial gravity and impa?rtiﬂlity that we have to arraign Sir Mordaunt
Wells : our plea has many counts. One we may forgive and even forget ;
but it is moral depravity to overlook a series of injurics. The man, who

-
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_ feels nothing at a number of wrongs done to him, is assurallly void of
the highest principles of human nature, and yet the Bengalee—a Calcutta
Nuative English paper—moat carelessly runs down all who oppose any
testimonial movement to Sir Mordaunt Wells. We never expected any
Native brother of the pen imbued, with such an obliquity of mental vi-
slom a8 18 a}aparent in the Bengalec's uncalled-for caricature of’ rlght-
thinking men. The tone is highly contemptible ; and but for our know-
ledge of the real position of the Journal, we could scarcely have believed.
-such a severe and pretending article as emanating from Native pen,
which would cry down all those, who dissuade their countrymen from
adopting such a foolish and self-condemnatory course, as ¢ feeble minds”
and as persons having “ only one feeling—uwiz, Revenge!” Wae give the
entire article elsewhere in our columns, and our readers will form their
own judgment about it, whether such writings are at all creditable (in
the moral sense) to a Native writdr. The harshness of the toue adopted
against the just reasoners and advisers to the Native inhabitants of
"Calcutta, would lead any one even to suspect the motive of the wrlter,
though we should be the last individual in tho world to ascribe any un-
worthy object to gny I Native English writer. ~ * - .

While we. ave just writing this article, we receive the last issue of the
Patriot, in which our coutemporary extracts the opinions of all the
Native orcans on the question of the proposgd movement to vote an
address to Sir Mordaunt Wells, We find from these extracts that with
the exception of the Bengalee and a vernacular paper, all the Native
English aud vernacular journals of Caleutta, are opposed to the move-
ment. Let our contemporary add the testimony of our humble orgap
as well a8 all the Native vernacular papers of Bombay and even the
Times of India against the -Bengalee and the Bhaskar. We domot
~ know whether . Sir- Mordaunt Wells is a gentleman of strict consistency
or not ; but if he is, we are sure he will hold it & degradation to receive
any tcahmﬂmal from the Nativo cu:::-mmumty He had advised in %
full Court the Rev. Mr. Long to teer off the address voted to him;
and we do not know whether he will take this advice to himself on the
present occasion. If he does, what chagrin waits for the voters of the
address? Let our countrymen of Calcutta weigh thise guestion well
before they undertake any anti-national step.
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The consequences which will tell in England on any Native address _
to Sir Mordaunt Wells, will be fatal to India and its people. The goo i

people of England will from this begin to think sof us only as men
without moral consistency, and heaceforth little weight will be attached
to any Native domonstration in England, What would any court think
of a person or body of persons, who prosecutes to its bar A priscuer,
denouncing him in no measured terms at one time, and at afiother speak-
ing of him most eulogistically ?  Yet tho position of those of our Cal-
cutta people, who are ready to vote an address to Sir Mordaunt Wells,
is the position of such a contemptible prosecutor.

It seems that the Natives, who are about to vote an address to Sir
Mordannt Wells, are some of the rich Shetias of Calcutta, The Shetias,
it would thus seem, are everywhere in India the most dangerous of
India’s sons. Years ago, when the late Dr. Buist, who hdd proved
himself here even worse than Sir Mordaunt Wells, was about to leave
Bombay for bigh appointment at Caleutta, one or two of our highest
ﬁaﬁve families voted him a handsome testimonial. Ve helieve he had
a good long purse« from one of them—he, who called the Natives of
India, from the highest €0 the lowest, to be a set of liars, perjurers,
and rebels at heart—ho, who even called on the Government of Iudia

" Historical events

“to carnage the land “ with the deluge of scorpions,
return in cycles, and thanﬂ'h the circumstance is insignificant 1 itself]
yet if we look upon it- as an historical event, sogae of the Shetias of

Calotitta must now exhibit the folly of their Bombay brethren,

. ( From the Ryot's Friend, 9th September, 1863.)

SR MorpAUNT WELLS.—The idea first conceived in the hot braing of
"some of our eccentric townsmen that Sir Mordaunt Wells has rendered
-immense service to the country has gained circulation amongst not a
fow of the illiterate herd of this city, and they all intend to honour
thio Puisne Judge with an address on the eve of his departure from
India. With what grace the Judge will receive such an address remains

to be seen. Conscientiously believing that the Hindoos are a race of

| perjurers and forgers, he cannot commit himself by accepting as true the
gtatements of, €he nddf&sgigivem, nor cat he lavish praise uwpon the
soi-distant leaders of the Native community, wbat Rajah Kahkrishna

[
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=~ Bnd his associates in vain pretend to be, after having repeatedly vilified
them as perjurers and forgers, He must either quit his admirers witha
simple aknowledgméht of their address, and a few formally courteous
words, or if he speaks in the language of his heart, which we believe he
assuredly will, he must give thom distinctly to understand that he ac-
cepts their praise with reservation—in ths same light as he would receive
an eulogistic letter emanating from condemmned but repentant criminals
He will perhaps wish his ¢ address-givers” to show by their actions that
they have learmed to conduct themselves as gentlemen. But will such
an expression of his desire be palatable to Rajah Kalikrishna and his
associates I However the spectacle of giving an address to Sir Mordaunt
and his returning a replj thereto will be really ludicrous, and we earnest- -
ly entreat our readers to witness and enjoy the fun. If it be strictly
- enjoined not to admit out-siders, we sincerely implore them to twist a
little their conscience and bribe the peons to get a sight of it. But
joke apart, can such a course of action, ag Rajah Kalikrishna '-i'ntenda_qtrp' )
follow, entitle him to be recognised any more even as the nominal leader
of the British Indian Association—an Assoeiation whic® took the charge
of sending up a memorial to the Secretary of State for India, expressiva -
of the dissatisfaction of the whole Hindoo community at the judicial
conduct of Mordaunt Wells ¢ A mock sense of delicacy shonld not prevent -
the Members of the Association from dissevering ali couneetion with the
Rajah. He who can sacrifice national honor deserves not a moment to be
honored by the nation. We hope tho members will take our hints in
right carnest. Representing as we doa large section of the educated
Hindoo Community, we make bold to say that the Association will cease
to command the degree of respect they do at present commang of the .
‘community if they continue to honor the Rajah ag their President after ' -
he had presented an address to Sir Mordaunt Wells.
Since writing the above, the sweepings of the Native community head- - -
ed by a few educated blockheads and two popularity-hunting Rajahs
- have sacrificed their national honor and reputation for consistency at the
- shrine of Sir Mordaunt Wells, The address which thoy presented tg -
the Puisne, on Saturday évening, is quite in keeping with the taste of the
blockheads who presented it. Itisa tissue of fulsome wdulation. It
opens with an unblushing though indirect allusion to the sort of relg. -

tionship which had -all along existed between Sir Mordauit and the

»




native community, and which telationship, to the credit of Sir :Mur-_

daunt be it snid, he latterly tried to modify, with tho object of earning

ol

the golden opinions of the native community. His Srowning attempt in |

‘this direction was rather a little toe clever, Our readers need not be told
that we allude to the stump oratory with which he shocked the Indian
Public in the late Hemnauth Bose casé. It was a despicable attack on"the
philanthropic missionaries who have crossed seas and oceans to diffuse
*the light of knowledge and Christianity in this benighted land. One act
of indiscretion was made & handle of to fling the wespons of ridicule
and contumely at the whole missionary body in India. Our readers may
be aware it was this savage onslanght  of Sir Mordaunt which brought
about the last illness of the Revd. Dr. Dnﬁ’,—-—aﬁ illness which had well
nigh proved fatal, and which will soon compel the Revd. Gentleman to
“close his plilanthropic labours in the cause of our regeneration—and
-yet this last bid of the demagogue-judge for popularity has proved sue-
~ogssful with the illiterate herd of our community. The performer on
the bench whose judicial feats were caleulated to damage the cause of
Christianity musf be the God of Justice Incarnate—Dauiel himself un-
dergoing the process of transmigration toadorn the bench of the Cal-
cutta High Court. So reason the adwirers and puffers of Sir Mordaunt ! !

-But seriously speaking, how could some educated natives join in the -

suicidal movement of honoring him.- As regards the billiard-playing and
sloke-reading Rajahs we can afford to pity if not forgive them. Poor
‘men | they are not aware of the national dishonor of which they have

been the unconscions cause by heading this movement. But we repeat

Fow could some educated natives take a part in it? The same hands

~that gsubscribed to his condemnation have raised Sir Mordaunt to the

“gkies. -The same tongues that denounced him in unmeasured terms have
Ticked the dust of his feet ! Alas for the consistency of these educated

__binckhen.dﬂ' They have dug the grave of their national honor; would

that they too were buried with it.

But if the address be a tissueof fulsome adualation, the preparation
- to it is a tissue of unblushing misrepresentations. What did Rajah
Kalikrishna mean by saying to Sir Mordaunt that Rajah Radhakant was
“not prosent tatlo him honor because of his illness? The letter of Rajah
‘Radhakant which was published in & late i issue of the Palriot, is 8 sufii-
cient rﬂfu{:atmu of this aaacrtmn '

r
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( From the Iﬁ';?d{ie DPatriot, 14tk September, 1863.)

Rasam Kavigrisaya anp Co.’s ADDRESS 70 Sk MoRDAUNT WELLS,~—

There is an old Bengalee proverb which says, that ““those who have one.
car cut, pass outside the village, but those who have both ears cut, pass:

through and through the village.” The same may be said of the
““ educated Llockheads” of our community, who, callous to all feelings

of self-respect and propriety, came forward, Saturday last, to greet with x_

expressiops of gratitude a Judge, who had aimed a deadly blow at their

national character, and inveighed in a court of justice against the erime

of color. The friends of native progress, who sympatliize with the political
aspirations of our countrymen, may justly regret this out-burst of old-

world ignorance and folly, but we assure them they will have less cause

for regret when they look into the personnel of this movement, the

real springs of actions amongst them, and the manner in which these

accomplished their end. It is beside our pnrpose to enquire what deal

of pressure was brought on particuiar individuals to extort their v, O
tures to the address,—whether a pseudo-religious character was feigned
for the move before those who could not be persuaded- on any other

pretext to be a party to national suicide—whether a dread of family es-

trangement was conjured.up before others who were too wide- awake not
to have becn able to discriminate sycophancy from gletltude—-—whether "

a new edition of the Shoba bazaar meeting of 1861 was improvized to
blindfold others who did not much bother their heads about political
agitation—whether the legitimate influence of private friendship was not
abused to compass the grand selish end in view—or to. make like im-

| pertment enquiries. Two things are plain which any body me.y read’
- ashe runs,  First, the originators of the address were compelled in the - _

absence of names which would pass muster in European eetimatien to

L

resort to the far Mofussil and import Rajahs and Rajahlings, at different. -

- stages of discretion, whose names for the first time we notice in pubhe,_

and whose obsolete titles, our highly sagacious friends must have i Imagin-
ed, would do duty for intelligence, public spirit, good-setrse; and what
Secondly, the promoters of this' demonstration must have felt

- themselves so strong of their cause that they‘dlepeneerl with the vulgar
constitutional - form of public meet;ecr And, to be candid® their pro-

ceeding did not deserve, and perhaps would not bear, wider publicity '.

)¢) .
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than the holes and corners of the south-end of Shobha bazaar. Hﬂ_jﬁ,hﬂ'
Kilikrishna & Co. could not certainly acquiesce in the sophisin that
discussion would elicit truth. Tlm}:were above theé un-aristocratic mode
of ﬂa.uvassin'mu pubilic object at a public assemblage. Perhaps they de-
lighted, we shall not say constitntionally, in hole and cerner movements,
But we have grave doubts whether the people of England will be satis-
fied with this hole and corner affair. When the natives condewmned
the unjudicial conduct of Sir Mordaunt Wells in 1861, they did so at
a monster meeting, the like of which had never been beheld in Caleutta.
The palatial hall of the leader of native society was thrown open, and .
hundreds and thousands of natives rushed into that maguificent hall to
put on recovd their united protest against the unworthy and unconstitu-
tional conduct of Sir Mordaunt Wells on the beneh. ~ Are the people of
England now to believe that a protest which was scnt forth by a
nation is countermanded by a section ? Are they to believe that a
sastest which was recorded at a public meoeting is countermanded
by a patch-up i private chambers? A public address to a Judge
is not like a certificate .to a broker by a knot of tradesmen, or to a
servant by a Joint stockery. We only wonder that a Judge, brought up
in the atmosphere of English politics, should have steoped to the degrada-
tion of accepting what was in eflect a private certificate for good conduct,
We do not certainly envy the lot of Sir Mordaunt. He must have
known in the heart of his heart what value to set upon the * certificate.”
He must have remembered that the spokesman of the deputation which
waited on him, on Saturday last, was the veritable being who pl&ﬁid- |
“ed at the monster mooting of Shobha bazaar, the*memory of which was
Jﬂdehbly enﬂ'ra.vad ou his mind. Keen-sighted as he was, he could not
hav_e failed, we believe, to admire tho andacity of this spokesman of his -
- highly intelligent admirers.when he broadly asserted in his opening ad-
dress that “the serious and protracted illness of my worthy cousin,
"Rajah Radhakant Bahadoor, has preveuted us from communicating with
him on thesubject of this address, ”* as much as to say that his “ worthy
~ cousin ” would have joined the movement, had  he not been ill, eon-

— »:

]

- * Could not :mg,r one of the three soms of {he worlhy cousin ” be Lﬂmmuumﬂted
with * ”’—D, D.
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- vamently forgetting the lﬁtter of the “ worthy cousin” to the Assistadt

Secretary to the British Indian Association (published in the papersh .
repudiating his synfpathy with the movement and calling the hubbub -
raised about it as ¢ puerilities not worth notice.” - Over and above that,
we can assure the public, as we are in a position to do so, that not only
Rajah Radhakant did not sympathize with the movement, but more than
once expressed his astonishment and disgust at the fatuity of the -
“ sousing. ” We need hardly add that we can challenge Rajah Kalikrishna

and Co. to contradict the statement we have made. Sectional as the
moveraent thus was, it was singularly sectional—indeed an affair alto- -
gether as we have sald at the outset, of Rajnh Kalikrishna and Co. - Fa.r”-
from the “worthy cousin ” joining thé movement, Rajah Kalikrishna's
brothers alio kept themselves aloof from it. Rajah Nurendra i{riﬂhqg_
and Ruajah Uporvakrishna, the only two brothers, who have of late been
showing some public spirit, have had the good sense to keep their hands
clean of this discreditable affair., Nor do we notice in the published list

of subscribers the name of Rajah Komul Krishna* Has it been know- -

ingly suppressed or are we to understand that Rajah Komul Krishina
was ashamed to avow publicly his sympathy with the folly of his seniof; -
Be that as it may, it seems there is a singular want of unanimity among -
the members of the same family on this subject. Of course the publie
have nothing to do with the likes and dislikes of members of a particular |
family to a particular public man, but it 18 an index to outside feeling
on the subject, which the public will not fail to appreciate.

It iz due to Rajah Kalikrishna and Co. to state what measure of -
sympathy they obtained amongst their countiymen in this matter, We
have already observed that the brothers of the “ worthy ” Rajah have

left him alone in the ditch. As for other really intelligent, influential

and leading natives, those who are known in England, and whose
leadership our countrymen are accustomed to follow, wo may say that
ot one of them joined the movement. Not one member of the Bengal

Council, not one member of the Committee of the Brigjsh 'lndia,n Asso-

ciation, save Rajah Kilikrishna's glorious self, not more than half a

- ke

.* But what of that ? . Did not Rajah Kalikrishna’s graud-son, nevewgmind he was a |
school-boy, who was a “ prominent figure in the grdup * of the deputalion, sapply the place

~of his “worthy cousin and brothers ?# *—P, D,
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“dozen Native Justices, and these too of the fashionable milk snd water P
' corposition, out of a l'mc{y of forty, lent the authority of their names to
. thig hole and corner affair. As some shrewd observers, who were among
Rajah Kilikrishna and Cos deputation to Sir Mordaunt Wells, justly
observed what did a publie demonstration signify without the eonventional
lea.de*lm,'the Suttish Chunders, Radhakants, Pertaup Chunders, Shuito-
éhufns, Prosuno Coomars, Romanauths, Ramgopauls, the Mitters, &c?
—names which are towers of strength., But not only they, but the

entire thinking portion of the Native community showed their marked
disapproval of the movement by one and all refusing to subscribe to the
- address. The Bar of the High Court, notwithstanding their close re-
lationship with Sir Mordaunt Wells, maintained perfect mdependence in

~ this matter, To the credit of the Mahomedan Community of Caleutta
" be it recorded they also kept themselves free of the company of kow-

towing sycophants. Considerable political capital is attempted to be
ma.da of the participation of the Rajah of Burdwan and the Mullicks of
C"ﬂm]ttﬂ in this so-called public demonstration. We must candidly con-

* fess that these gentlemen are quite consistent. They did not commit
<- the fatal error of taking a part in the Anti-Wells move of 1861, Indeed
~ the salute-loving Rajah of Burdwan, the reader may remember, headed the

vote of confidence with which the factious Europeans of Calcutta deemed
it their duty to strengthen the position of their political supporter on

‘the Bench after the Shobha-bazaar meeting, and what wonder that he

should now head a like address? And why not ? Did he not in the
teeth of the opposition of the whole population of India to ¥Mr. Wilson’s
Income-tax, come forward with a letter of support fo him% Is he not
always consistent in hig opposition to the true intercsts of his native
- iand ? fnde'ed, galutes have peculiar charmus upon certain minds. As
for the Mullicks, the- best of them, the only native correspondent in
| India, of such distinguished English statesmen 28 Lords Derby and
Stauley, we mean Baboo Rajendro Mullick, was not one of Rajah Kali-
krishna’s comfpany. We only regret that Baboo Heralaul Seal, a shrewd
man of businessand considerable intelligence, one who could not at any
rate bo ignorant of the stufl of which Rajah Kalikrishna and Co. were
made, ﬂhﬂuid ~have had the weakness of once taking a false step. ‘Bat
we fear the pres&ure must have been too powerful wven for his strong

mind. We hopé 1t was not a threat of family estrangement. A parade

i



- has "been made of the names of some Pundits, more or less dependent,
we will not say on whom, but those who aimed at making capital of this
parade eyidently fomrot that there was a Pundit by name Eswar Chunder -
Vydyasagur, a man who is respected equally in India and in Europe
for learning, cnlightenment, zeal in the cause of social reform, and publi‘ﬁ
spifit, and that if the opinion of any Indian Pundit was worth anything
on a public question, it was the opinion of Vydyasagur. But Vydyasagur . .
wag the prime mover of the Anti-Wells meeting,” We do not howevar
blame those who constitute component parts of Rajah Kalikrishna's Com-
pany. A class of our countrymen are sadly infected with a disease which
we call in Bengalee ¢ eye-shame, ” and if they have erred; it is from con-
stitutional weakness—from a lack of moral courager to say “no” to
a request. * : . -
Wo have gone into the above details to show to the English public. -
how stands the position of the party which has brought this reproach
on the national character of the natives. We have not space left, to
discuss the merits of the address or the reply. The address as might be
expected is conceived in the superlative degree. Sir Mordaunt Wells
was a veritable Daniel, or to quote Polenius “ very like a whale.” Sir
Mordaurt. was a laborious and painstaking-Judge—so is every village
Moonsiff, Sir Mordaunt was just, so i every British Judge expected to
be. Sir Mordaunt was impartial, that is between native and native and
not otherwise. And for these extraordinary judicial quaiities of Sir
Mordaunt Wells, Rajah Kilikrishna, and Co. are grateful heyond measure.
With exemplary charity they throw a veil over the political wrongs which -
- the nation sustained.at his hands, the judicial damnation he dealt out %o
their countrymen, the race-antipatiiies which he itnported on the Begych.
But it is idlé to find fault with men whose highest conception of Sir
Mordaunt’'s meritg ls that he was an “Indian Cazee.” Indeed if ever
they have spoken t.he truth in this matter, they have done so by liken-
‘ing their model Judge to an “ Indian Cazee.” Sir Mordaunt’s reply 1o
the model address was of a piece with his past judigial harangues. It
‘was entirely in the-spirit of “alone I did it > It was also highly com- .
plimentary to the address-givers. *‘ By a firm and unflinching administra-
- tion of the criminal law I have assisted in the suppresgion of crimes
detrimental to the best intevests of society.” Traunslate this into plain
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- English and it means that “ you ave a criminal nation, I have suppressed _.
crimes most prevalent amongst you, that is forgery and perjury, and I
am glad you appreciate my labors. 7 We leave Rajih Klikrishna & Co.
to contemplate the highly honorable compliment with which their judi-
cial idol has closed his connection with the natives of this country. As
God has not however given them the vision to sce, we will be plaiu dnd
tell them that political suicide is pot synonymous with political rivalry.
Groat shaheb-worshippers” as they .are, they may, which is however
expecting too much of them, borrow a little of common sensc from
“ master please. ”’

One word more. Sir Mordaunt Wells will not, we can imagine, soon
forget the natives of India, nor will the natives soon forget him. The
career of Sir Mordaunt 3Wells is however pointed with a moral, which we
would commend to the attention of future aspirants after native testi-
monials. If they value the public opinion of the “niggers, ” lot them
we By strive from the outset to enlist that opinion in their favor, and
not hfmker after it or tout for it through offico clerks, as the close of their
-~ eareer approaches. As for Rajah Kalikrishna and Co., we conclude as
wo began by addressing them in the words of a proverb.——* Every dog
has its day. "’ ’

( From the Indian Field, 12th September, 1863. )

Sir MorpauNT WELLS.—Men say that the age of miracles has long since

gone by. We doubt very much, however, 1f such be their real belief.
| For our part, we confess to having a decided heterodoxical tendency in
rospect to-this popular saying. We have our reasors, and good reasons
. t00, for tkis, we hope, not unigue tendency. For what can be more
: trustworthy than the testimony of one’s own eyes? and when this testi-
mony arrays itself against the established faith ef the times, we care
very little of the martyr's doom in proclaiming ourgelves a heretic. So
then we must declare to our readers our honest belief in the possibility
of miracles in.this advanced age of the world ; and in hopes of making
_converts to our new faith, we beg to refer our readers to the most recent
1nstance of a miracle wrought in the very hicart of this metropolis. Our
~-daily contempcraries have ere this announced how, this day last week, Sir
Mordaunt Wells was presented with an address in the name of the
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~pative community.  Angels and Ministers of Grace defend us! Here

miracld wrought almost to the entire bewildermont of our senses. On
one side we find tMe vilified Natives weeping tears of gratitude to
their vilifier, and on the other, the vilifier bending himself into aty -
inverted 5 to reccive a teatirﬁﬂnia‘l at the hands of the much-hated
nati¥es. This is a rare phenomenon indeed! and as we cannot

-account for it by the light of reason or experience, we are obliged,

from a pécﬁliar credulousness of disposition, to rank it with the
preter-natural and the miraculons. |

But to be serious. Sir Mordaunt returns home with his reputation
well patched up. Two years back, he would have been hooted out of
this couatry, not one man in o million wialiing him to prolong his stay -
& day longer in India. But the talles are completely turned now, and
if wo were to believe what the admirors of the learned Judge have said

in their addresses to him, we should reckon him as the most popular

judge that has ever left these shores for Edgland. But we know whet
to believe, and what not. 'Wo believe Sir Mordaunt stood in great need- -

~of an address like the one presented to him by a small sectiont of ‘the

- Native community, to prepare for him a becdMizTemeption in England,

and remotely to help to the Chief Justiceship in the event of Sir
Barnes Pencock’s retirement. But we do not believe he deserved that
honor from the natives, and much less all that has been said in his
favor by his senscless eulogists. Our reasons for this we have clearly |
set forth in a former issue of this journal. We need only add here that
the change in.Sir Mordaunt’s later conduct towards the natives is more -
to be ascribed to the wigging he received from Sir Charles Wood thar®

¢ to any internal conviction as to the real worth of his native feNow-sub-. )

jects. But even admitting that a iew conviction bad dawned upon
him, Sir Mordaunt had stil] to establish his claims to the gratitude of
the natives by voluntary and sclf-sacrificing acts of philanthropy. Hag
he' done anything beyond the pale of -his immediate judicial duties to
deserve the thanks of the native community 1 Hasbo-esen so much
as conciliated the outraged feelings of the nation—outraged by him-
self, a judge of the highest tribunal in the country, appointed to pro-

- tect the morals of the people by every legal means, and nde to damage

4

their reputation in the eyes of foreigners by unauthorized and uncalled- - -
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for remarks from the bench? On what then does his claim to native-.
oratitude rest ¢ Probably his idiotic admirers will return a ‘vacant
stare instead of a reasonable answer. !
~ The native gentlemen mostly concerned in presenting Sir Mordaunt
with a farewell address, have beenr so far suceessful as to prooure no less
than 3,000 sgignatures to it. This success of theirs 18 worse than
failure; for it.has brought discredit on themselves, and has cast a
stigrma on the native character, which it may lake a very long time to
wipe off. Could infatuation go further than in those - native gentlemen
who have, by a single act of blind folly,- humbled the whole nation
before the cyes of foreigners? What will the people in England think
of n_ativ'a consistency when it is so shamefully betrayed. Indeed it trans-
cends our powers of comprehension fo understand the motives of those
silly men who have, in the name of their country, done precisely what
was most repugnant to its feelings. Iere as well as elsewhere the
gharacter of a nation ought to be most jealously guarded, and whoever, .
by foul means or by personal misconduct, endeavours to throw discredit
- -on it, slionld be branded as a traitor and outlawed from society.

The native adﬁﬁ‘fﬁﬁir Mordaunt is oljectionable for more reasons
than one. It pretends to embody the feelings of the whole community,
~ whereas in reality it gives cxpression to those of a small section of it

only. ‘Those unacquainted with native sentiments may be casily de-
ceived by the false pretensions of this address. We, therefore, take this
early opportunity to assure our readers that never was a native move-
‘ment so thoroughly sectional as the one for presenting. Sir Mordaunt
‘with a farewell address. In the printed list of names before us, said
__to-haverbeon attached to the address, we do not find the names of
those active leaders of the mnative community, who have by their sin-
“cere love to their country, by truth, integrity, and enlightened loyalty, |
deservedly earned for themselves the lasting gratitude of their country-
" men, and the respect of all persons interested in the cause of native
civilization sadgeod government in India. Neither is this all. The
address is an indirect insult to all those eminent judges who had been

EI‘E this allowed to retire from this country without a parting tribute
of respect axf gratitude of ihe people. This circumstance ought to
bave impressed itself the more strongly on the minds of Sir Mordaunt’s
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ndmlmla as they lave, by simply applauding him for the conscientious -
discharge of his dutjes, brought the judicial conduct of Her Mugestya
former judges in Indin into question. Besides, we find these blind ad-,
mirers of the learned judge have, with a singular stretch of impudence,.
idengified “his services ‘with the good effects of the new Procedures in-
troduced into the Indian Courts for the better administration of justies,
They havs thus lavished on the judge the praises that are but Btrmtly
due to the legislator. This is, indeed, extolling the serviees of their -
model judge with a vengeance. We wonder very much why Sir Mor-
daunt hes not been ailowed the credit of the inestimable laws of Eng-
land, simply because he had, in virtue of his office, the guardianship
of those laws for gome years in Bengal. In fact, never was an address
presented to any public official so utterly devoid of all Just and merited
lpI"ﬂiEE a8 that offered to Sir Mordaunt Wells by his Native and Furo-
pean admirers. Nevertholess, Sir Mordaunt, with a singular self-com-
® placency pocket it, many even added a fow particulars inadvertentiy -
omitted in the native address to EEt‘thS\h his claim beyﬂy/_; e
‘Could conceit or impudence go farther ? '

( Lranslated from the Shomeprokash, 23rd Bhadur, 1270 B. 3. )

SIR MoRDsUNT WELLS has had a triumph at the tire of his depar-
ture! He has had an address which will stay him in stead during his
voyage home! This address, we hear, has- been signed by some Su-
burno-burnicks of Calcutta, and by others of equal eminence, thnugh
- belonging to the other classes. Calcutta is a sea, in which ray be found -
precious metals and stones, a3 well as alligators and snails, " There- *-
-fore it is no wonder that an address should: be given from such a’
placs. We should have thought that the address wourld not have trg-
velled beyond the limits of Caleutta. But that ised@t-the case, The
address is hemcr hawked from door to door, even in \the villages, Wa.
‘have received a letter, on this subject, from a friond at Berhampme from
which wo give an extract below. Let our readers read that extract and
Judwe for themselves what reception the address has had. _

““drr,—I send you some amusmﬂ' news. Rajah Kalikrishna. Baha- -
door sent to Bajah Prosonno Narain Deb a copy of the address,

M . . F - -
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which he intcnds to present to Sir Mordaunt Wells, with a roquest™"
that he would procure the signature of some of the people of this
gillah. Agreeably to this request, Rajah Prosonno Narain sioned  the

~ address himself, and got it subscribed to by Rajah Kirteechaund DBala-
door and two rich Mahomedans. He then sent it round to his friend,
Baboo Poolin Beharee Sein, in order to have it signed by the people
of Berhampore. Baboo Poolin Beharee has signed it, and hh% got it
signed by a few half-educated members of some prefty respeotable
families, and 13 now endeavouring to get it aagued by others.”

We auppnae our readers recullect what we stated before, H,,,tlmt_
certain persona, from aptte alone, havo come forward to head ihis
movement. The letter from Berhampore quoted above, in a manner,
confirmg onr statement. But we have to ask one.question to the
promoters of this movement. Is this’ the right way to revenge
~ themselves npon their foes? This is what 18 called a wife’'s drinking
- »_Zfrom the cup belonging to her husband’s other wife ! ! The former®
think: tlﬂt her rival’s cup will b,acnme unclean, by reason of its unclean
mntentg,*mnaf 111#1_1531' anger*she fails to perceive that she herself 1s
drinking—! ! But we have now a questian 1o put to Sir Mordaunt
* Wells. What will he do with this addfcss ? Will he wear it as an amulet?
“Will ho lock it up in his chest ? or will he prbduce it before some asso-
ciation to increase his glory? On our part, we do not see he can pro-
duee it anywhere with advantage or glory to himself, Did he not
say that the Revd. Mr. Long should have torn into pieces the address

presented to the latter by the Natives of Bengal? And if so, will he
| ‘nﬂt blush to f:roduﬂe an address presented to himself by some people
-‘uf‘thatﬁvery' _{:uuntry? Sir Mordaunt Wells may know, that people
- don’t tread on fire for fear of being burnt, but that they tread on ashes

 fearlessly. Men of honorable pride wonld rather incur death than abate
.- Ar abendon that-pride. This is an old Sanserit saying, and those of our
cﬂuntrymen who ﬂpprecmtﬂ the force of this saying, have not signed
the address—Now, what is the weight, value,. or significance of an address
which has not been signed by such person. It is not at all difficult to

- . get any thing_ signed by Bengalees, who lack honorable pride. In fact,

there is a gr%a.t difference hei‘feen an address presented hy ten of strﬂng
mmdﬂ, and. that pwsented by men of weak minds. S

© g
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. kﬁf’}-a-n_sfafed Jrom the Shomeprokash, BGtFa_Ekmdur, 1270, B.8.) =

ADDRESS T0 Stk MORDAUNT WaLLS.—-Tt will dispel thg anxiety of
our readers, to hear that the « two are separated.” On Saturday the
21st Bhadur (by the bye rather an inauspicious day,) the votaries of
Wellg presented the Address. Readers! you must, undaui:)tadl}r, be aware -
that one who is possessed by the demon of snicide, will, in Spite of every
care taken to save him, surely die. We' have applied both mild and
strong medicines to cure them of their address-giving mania, but they
have all failed. - However, the deputation meeting was & gplendid scene ! !
All at once, there was a gathering of a HUNDRED persons t 1! of
whom some had gone merely for fun’s sake.” All those that were invited
did not attend, many appeared by proxies, The meeting reminds us of g
Somunnoy, (the eeremuny' of taking baeck an excommunicated party.) On |
the occasion of the Somunnoy two or four Munduls (village headmen)
who were present, finding that although the day was far advanced, the

*invitéd Brabming did not come, set out in different directions to enteh
them, and succeeded in capturing SL}D.IQ,\II] ther meantime, W& of
other Brahwminical families chancing to hede_that some of thrr family .
had fallen into the hande of the Munduls, esvapeu from the village
through back-doors, but, nevertheless, the Munduls captured someé of
the children and drageed them to the scene of Semunnoy. The pro-
moters of the address were in similiar predicament with the Munduls.

Thus much about the assemblage. Our readers will have learnt from
our last week’s article how signatures to the address were pracured,
Now that the address has been presented, will the parties who signed
it candidly confess why aud whercfore they signed it ¢ - We caunot dive®

~into other people’s hearts, and if .we had any knowledge~of the L.
muntrﬁs, we wounld have been able to enlighten our readers, on the

~ whys and wherefores. o

Ah Bengal! Ts this the proof that your children Are well educated §
Is such the maunliness, and such the independence ¢ spirit ¥ Oh ! it is
owing to these worthies, that you are so distespestfnlle treated by
fu1'ﬂiguer3, it is for this reason ﬂmtﬂ your sister countries are in ad-

“vance of - you and youn lie bchind, Is it not a fact that yours is
guperior fertility.? Don’t you know how to produce childida pDSﬂeaﬂing.:
vigour, mauliness, and independence of mind? But it is no wonder

’
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that your fertility is spent in other Jivections. It is bemus’ that. «

~the fertility of other countries is not spent in this direction, that their
children becomo really healthy, vigorous, and spirited. It is an establish-
ed fact, that when the extent of a river encroaches upon one bang, it
loses on the other, DBo that as it may, if you-had life and intellect,
we would have advised you not to conceive such unworthy children, and

- if you did coneeive such children, then let them not breathe the breath
of life for a moment after their birth.

Ok Address-givers | on what consideration did youn present the ad-
dress to Sir Mordaunt. Has this act of yours enhanced the glory of
your country ¢ Is it because that Sir Mordaunt often vilified your nation,
that he is so much admired ? Isit to be understood that from hence-
forth the ability to abuse and vilify will come to be consideied as a virtue
in & judge, and would he, who could abuse, be considered worthy

of being Lionored with a farewell address ¥
= f % % L * *

-

e have received three or four letters on this subject, one of which we

puhlmh hnluw for the perusal i our readers. This letter reflects our
own sentlmentn et | _

“ ME. EDITDR,—H_&FE you heard a curious tale? A few individual
Members of the society of Calcutta, arrogating to themselves the
dignity of representatives of the Indian Native, (like self-constituted
village headmen for whom the villagers don't care at ail) presented an
address to Sir Mordaunt, on Saturday, the 2lst Bhadur. Ou that day
Rajah Kalikrishna Bahadoor, with a few followers, entered the Grand
Jury room in theSupreme Court. On Justice Wells, accompained by Justice
_Norman entering. the room, Rajah Kalikrishna, after exchanging with
the Justices a fow words of ordinary courtesy, read out the address, and
“then presented it to the departing judge in a silver box.

. Bajah - Ka.hkmhna, ealls himself the representative of the people of

]:ns country. Mr., Ed1tnr, do you know who acknowledges him as our
represcntative ? ¥ know, that far from being a representative of the
Nation, he is not the representative of even Shoba Bazar. In his perora-
tion, Rajah Kalikrishna said, that the address had been signed by the
Maharajahs, Rajahs, Nabobs, Zemindats, Merchanty, Traders, Pundits, and
Government Officials in the t:nuni;rjr. But among Maharajahs, there was

I
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"~the ilolizer of Englishmen, Maharaj Mahatab Chunder. Among Rajahs,
Rajah Kalikrishna himself, and four other obseure lack-landing Rajahs.
The other Rajah was Rajah Prosonno Narain, but he is Rajah only in.
his own person, and then again he 'lgeltmgﬂ to the clique of Rajah

- Kalikrishna. Among the Pundits there were eight Bhuttacharjies of
Hatheebagan. These may well give an address, for iff they dou’t, they
will forfeit Bedayes. There wore also six Coowars of Rajah Kalikrishna’s
family, and fourteen Suburno-burnicks.” |



