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FROM OUR READERS

!

As an Israeli dedling in public relations and
publicity, I have found Vietnam Magazine most
enticing, very enlightening and informative, bring-

ing to light the efforts of your people to rebuild and

develop your war-riven land.
May I suggest that in every issue of your ma-
gazine there be a simple map of Vietnam, so as to

make the approach more easy and enable the foreign

reader to associate the text with the geography,

providing a certain amount of involvement, beyond

the eye-reading stage ?
Here’s hoping for long and enduring peace in

our countries.
: HEVDA ROTHEM

P.O. Box 7070
Jerusalem .

I am indeed deeply impressed by the unimagin-

able problems your people have to cope with and the |

obstinate perseverance to smooth them away.

As a result of reports in my country on what
was happening in Vietnam, I came to your country
as a moderate pessimist, but I left it with positive
optimism for the future of your country.

I lack words to express my feelings of gratitude
and friendship. May your people and country soon
be given a safe and peaceful future after so many
years of struggle and suffering. '

Be assured that I follow you on your path of
life with the greatest sympathy.

PJ.G.A. EGO

Chairman
Oud-Strijders-Legioen
(Legion of ex-Servicemen)
Netherlands

I find Vietnam Magazine most interesting and
well-illustrated. It’s a very informative magazine
and, in my opinion, the best magazine in the whole
of Asia. Please send me your publication which will
enable me to know more about Vietnam and its
people.

I would also like to correspond with a student
from Vietnam. My hobbies are collecting stamps and
Picture postcards,.tennis, and pingpong. :

SAIF UDDIN

c/o Qazi Sabeeh Uddin
37 Qazi Tola

Bareilly U.P.

India

Your very interesting Vietnam Magazine gives a
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lot of information about your country and many Cover : Miss Dao Hoa Nu a well-known singer whose
People in our country, Nigeria, particularly in this services are very much in demand in entertainment
R A A . lubs. Sh lso has television show lled <H:
town of Warri, the most commercial town of Nigeria, ;):m’.o e e ¢ ’ @ Tuone
Support your ideals. They are most interested in

7 Teading your publications about your brave struggle.




- Please send me 500 copies of Vietnam Magazine
and other publications which you think will be of
interest to us for sale and distribution.

ABOY EDEFERI
13 W/S Road, Warri
M.W. Nigeria

1 have been informed by the newspapers that
your country attaches great importance to informing
foreign countries of its achievements.

Kindly send me books and documents relating to
these achievements, particularly Vietnam Magazine,
a copy of which I recently received from your
Embassy in Tunis.

HENTATI WAHID
Rue Monji Slim
Impasse 45 No. 9

- SFAX, Tunisie

- Through the Vietnamese Embassy in Paris, I
have received complete documents on the present
“struggle in Vietnam and some very interesting
publications like Vietnam Magazine which have
informed me well about the situation in your country.

Kindly let me know about the rates of subscrip-
tion in francs to Vietnam Magazine (French Edition).
I would also like to receive other magazines, catalogs,
stamps, documents on the Vietnam war, pictures, and
a map of Vietnam.

Melle MARTIN YOLANDE
BOUILLERE

49 St. Germaine sur Moine

Maine et Loire, France

I visited your country this summer and I want
to thank you very much for all the kindness shown
me. )
I shall be very glad if you were to send me your
very good Vietnam Magazine which can provide me
with information for my efforts to make relations
better between South Vietnam and Sweden.

SOREN LINDGREN
Landsvagsgatan 24
41304 Gateborg
Sweden

Recently I was given a copy of Vietnam Maga-
gine. I read it with much interest and delight. This
is a very fine publication. I would be pleased if you
include my name and address in your mailing list
and provide me with back issues still available.

CATHY PERKINS
163 Argyle
Youngstown, Ohio
USA 44512

I am a Ceylonese youth employed in a news-
paper company and I have always been interested
in your civilization, your people and country. Un-

2

ﬁ
FROM OUR PRESIDENT

Would you be willing to be a Patron ?
Your support will assist the Vietnam Council
on Foreign Relations in attaining its various
objectives, including the publication of Viet-
nam Magazine,

It you- decide to participate as a Grand |
Patron or an Honor Patron you will receive a |
special scroll, as well as be included in our |
Honor Roll. To be an Honor Patron a mini-
mum payment of US$850.00 (or equivalent) is
required ; to be a Grand Patron a minimum
payment of US$425.00 (or equivalent) is
req

If you would like to learn more about our
activities, we indeed would be pleased to hear
from you.

. President
TRAN VAN LAM

___

e

——

fortunately we lack information about your country
except that provided by Vietnam Magazine. .

I am impressed with the heroic struggle of the
small but valiant Republic of Vietnam against Com-
munism. We are lucky to get some sort of informa-
tion about Communist aggression in Vietnam.

Your magazine enjoys wide readership among
the younger generation. I suggest that you provide
more information about the war to capture an even
wider circulation among our readers.

We rarely come across postage stamps of your
country. I hear that you send Vietnam stamps from
your good office. Please help me solve my problem
by sending me some stamps.

P.HA. NANAYAKKARA
Pagoda
Nugegoda, Ceylon
|
I had the opportunity to know Vietmam Maga-
zine through your Embassy in Paris. l
I am a student interested in all subjects concern-
ing your country, way of living as well as your eco-
nomic and social problems. ‘
Please add my name to your mailing list and
send me documents and photos relating to Vietnam'l

DENIS SARRADIN ,
10 Rue Julien Bailly
45 Montargis, France ‘






Digitized by GOOS[@



Digitized by GOOS[@



Digitized by GOOS[Q




Digitized by GOOS[@



Digitized by GOOS[@



Digitized by GOOS[@



1|

Switch to

MEKONG
INSURANCE
CO.

FOR SAFETY AND BETTER SERVICE
“ALL RISKS COVERED

* FIRE
* MARINE
* AUTOMOBILE
* ACCIDENTS
e ETC.

Head office :
9, Lam Son Square .
. o \ 99.291
(First floor) Tel. Nos: -
/" 96.931
Saigon
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of Ngo Van Chieu. A Cao Dai altar can be recognized

. by the picture of the all-seeing eye which is often

surrounded by painted cosmic beams which symbo-
lize the Supreme Being’s lightened glory.

Symbols

The Cao Dai use tea, flowers, and alcohol as
offerings, representing the three constitutive elements
of human beings — intelligence, spirit and energy.
Five joss sticks are used in worship and represent
the five levels of initiation, which are purity, medita-
tion, wisdom, superior knowledge, and freedom from
Karma (the cycle of existence). Also seen in Cao
Dai temples is their religious flag, a three section
horizontal flag with the top one third yellow, the
middle third blue, and the lower one third red. These
colors represent the major elements of Cao Daism
and also the virtues or qualitities admired by the
Cao Dai. The red is for Confucianism or courage and
authority, the blue for Taoism or freedom, and the
yellow is for Buddhism ar the virtues of peace and

" love.

Major Appeal

The appeal which has made the Cao Dai faith
so successful in South Vietnam may be traced to
several factors: ,

(a) Pride in the fact that this is an indigenous
religious faith ;

(b) The appeal of pomp, pageantry and cere-
monies of the temple rituals;

(c) The content of Cao Daism, which includes
features and elements of the several religions of
South Vietnam ;

" (d) The claim of communication with the
“world beyond” in a basically animistic culture ;

() The active missionary spirit and the sacri-
ficial attitude which is encouraged ; and

(f) Its organizational structure which provides
methods, plans and techniques for a semi-unified
working faith with some area in which every
adnerert may participate or make a contribution.

Miscellanea

The Cao Dai have a short history which includes
involvement in religious, political, and military acti-
vities. The Cao Dai largely control certain provinces
where they constitute the major population; while
in others they often form a strong part of the govern-
mental force.

The continuing struggle in Vietnam has witness-
ed a number of violent actions by the Viet Minh and
the Viet Cong, that in general have turned the Cao
Dai away from the Communist way of life. Particu-
larly offensive was the massacre of 2,791 Cao Dai
priests and followers by the Communists in Quang
Ngai in August 1945. ,

The Cao Dai recognize education and cultural
and social action as methods whereby good can come
to Vietnam and to the Cao Dali.
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- Post Tet holiday tale:

SPIRITS IN HEAVEN

12

By VAN NGAN

The ghost writer of Mekong
Features, in charge of the depart-
ment of spirits, genii and the
supernatural, recently returned
from Heaven, where he covered
the annual audience by the Em-
peror of Jade for kitchen gods and
home spirits from all over Asia.

Here is his report :

Standing near the marble steps
leading to the inner courtyard of
the imperial palace of the Emperor
of Jade, were assembled countless
spirits and genii from various parts
of Asia. Waiting to proceed to the
palace throne hall to deliver their
annual reports, they quietly talked
and compared notes on conditions
in their respective lands.

North Spirits

There were the spirits of North
Vietnam, conspicuous by their
shabby attire. Most of them ap-
peared emaciated, obviously a re-
sult of poor nutrition. Nearby were
a silent group of spirits from the

Communist Khmer Rouge of Cam-

bodia and Pathet Lao of neighbour-
ing Laos. With them was a liaison
genie from North Vietnam carry-
ing their prepared speeches writ-
ten for them in Hanoi.

South Spirits

Further down the spacious outer
court-yard were the represent-
atives from South Vietnam who,
in startling contrast to their North
Vietnamese brethren, appeared
well-fed and dressed in brand new
clothes befitting the traditional
custom of Tet. They were in an-
imated conversation with kitchen
gods and spirits from Taiwan,
Hong Kong, Singapore and other
areas in Asia. In front of the main

gate there was another delegation
by themselves and not mixing with
anyone else. They turned out to
be from Red China.

The sonorous sounds of an

|

enormous bronze gong in the cent- |
er of the inner court-yard signifi-

ed the start of the proceedings. All
present fell in line and slowly
walked up the marble staircase.
Inside the large main hall, they
paid their respects to the Emperor
of Jade who was enthroned at the
far end. Then they proceeded to
seat themselves guided by mem-
bers of the palace staff.

Emperor's Address

With the opening ceremonies
over, the Emperor of Jade address-
ed the large audience and after
usual words of welcome, said :

“Last year, I expressly ordered
all of you to exert your utmost
efforts to bring peace to earth. My
message was specifically directed
to the honourable spirits of the
lands of Indochina. However, up
to this very presence, I still per-
ceive billowing clouds of fire,
slaughter and destruction.

“Wandering souls of women,

children, young and old, cut down -

in cold blood, crowd my audiences
to file complaints about the un-
ceasing aggression of those ap-
parently unwilling to settle this
seemingly unending conflict.

Synopsis

“Before we proceed with the re-
gular annual reports, I want to
hear first a synopsis of activities
from the representatives of these
lands of Indochina.”

The leading spokesman for
North Vietnam was given permis-



sion to present his case. His in-
troductory remarks alone took
some three hours to deliver. The
following is a summarized high-
light of his argument :

“The war persists because our
South Vietnamese brethren refuse
to be liberated. We have to use
force to show them the errors of
their ways.

Refusal

“If we kill their women, we do
so because they do not welcome
us with open arms — they refuse
to be liberated. If we kill their
children, we do so out of necessity,
because when they grow up they
too may refuse to be liberated.
After all, they already belong
to the third generation of South
Vietnamese refusing to cooperate.
They stubbornly decline to accept
our proletarian civilization and
they refuse to obey us.

remarks said : “Permit me to pre-
sent this brief synopsis of progress
we have made in a difficult and
trying year during which, again,
we were forced to defend our-
selves and fight for survival as a
nation.

Superb Morale

“Our armed forces now number
well over a million highly trained
and well equipped men, splendidly
motivated with superb morale. Our
pacification program has been suc-
cessfully concluded and last year
we began our community defense
and local development plan which
will benefit all of our people. We
have conducted national elections
for the Lower House and a pres-
idential contest in which the vot-
ers elected their favourite candid-
ate.

“We do not believe, like our
brethren from North Vietnam, in

The Emperor of Jade plays

host to genii from earth

“As a result we have to continue
to fight to force them to our will
at enormous sacrifices to ourselves.
The truth is, if only South Viet-
nam...”

At this point. the Emperor of
Jade abruptly recessed the meeting
for lunch.

Good Lunch

After a delicious lunch, served
by heavenly maiden spirits, the
delegates returned to the main hall
for the afternoon session. The
palace kitchen was wellnigh clean-
ed out for the representatives of
North Vietnam and their satellite
genii ate enormous quantities of
food, obviously enjoying their first
decent meal in many a month.

The South Vietnamese leading
spokesman finished his obeisance
and respects to the Emperor of
Jade and after a few introductory

forcing our political beliefs upon
anyone. We have instituted a land

reform program which is among

the most advanced in Asia, unlike,
I may add, an experiment conduct-
ed by Hanoi in 1956 in which close
to half a million farmers were
liquidated.

“We have instituted social and
welfare reforms, economic, health,
housing, education and refugee
programs, and we have gone out
of our way to attempt to reach an
accomodation with the represent-
atives of North Vietnam at the Pa-
ris conference.

Two to Negotiate

“However, it takes two to negot-
iate and no success is possible as
long as Hanoi persists in viewing
the ¢ »nference as a means of pres-
suring us, and not as a process of
compromise. We are willing to go

to almost any length to achieve a
just and honourable peace, but we
will not — and cannot — accept
the only alternative Hanoi at-
tempts to force upon us — the
peace of the grave...”

Respectfully the South Vietnam-
ese spokesman prostrated himself
before the throne and slowly re-
turned to his seat. A hush fell over
the crowded hall. The Emperor of
Jade stared silently at the North
Vietnam delegation, then gazed
thoughtfully at the representatives
of South Vietnam. He motioned to
his senior aide, who after a short
whispered conversation, bade visit-
ors to remain seated.

Procession

Shortly thereafter, the big gong
sounded three times and the huge
side doors to the hall opened
simultaneously. In came an in-
credible procession of young wo-
men, infants, old men and children,

_uniformed policemen, civil serv-

ants, nurses, village headmen and
hamlet chiefs and others from all
walks of life. Slowly they entered
and passed by the throne of the
Emperor of Jade in front of the
assembled delegates. Thousands of
them filed by — thousands of
South Vietnamese wandering
souls, victims of Hanoi’s strategy
of terror. As they moved on, they
stared silently at the shabbily
dressed North Vietnamese. '

Silence

Not a word was uttered as they
quietly left the great marble hall
after briefly paying their obeis-
ance to the Emperor of Jade with
the traditional salute of hands rais-
ed in front of their bowed heads.
When the last of the procession, a
group of tiny orphans of An Hoa
hamiet, killed by North Vietnam-
ese regulars in December of 1970,

- finally disappeared through the

huge gilded doors, not a sound was
heard nor a movement seen in the
throne hall.

Then the Emperor of Jade arose
from his throne, announced the
meeting recessed and departed.
The visitors silently got up, quiet-
ly left the hall and descended
slowly down the marble steps.

13
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The significant exports of the
province are salt which totalled
21,290 tons in 1969, 19,856 tons in
1970 and 11,054 tons in 1971 and
fish and sea products which
amounted to 2,120,171 kilos in 1969,
2,945,350 kilos in 1970 and 1,387,350
kilos in 1971.

Employed manpower totals
50,209 out of a total population,
both urban and rural, of 121,637.
Students make up 28,034 ; the mi-
litary, 7,015 ; farmers, 5,972 ; fisher-
men, 4,019 ; government employes,
2,056 and day laborers, 1,500. The
rest are tradesmen, craftsmen and
members of the clergy.

Local Economy

Generally speaking, the provin-
ce’s local economy is organized
along family lines and serves local
needs. However, there is a high
demand for salt, lumber, Nuoc
Mam and rice paper products by
Saigon markets. Total exports
from Phuoc Tuy in 1970 amounted
to an estimated VN $776 million
piasters excluding rubber. Salt
extracted from ponds in Long Le
and Long Dien districts werc val-
ued at VN$214 piasters, and twelve
sawmills annually cut 2,200 cubic
meters from the province’s forests
mostly in Duc Thanh and Xuyen
Moc districts. About 80 per cent of
this lumber is shipped outside the
province.

Privately owned rice mills in the
rice growing villages serve the
farmers’ needs adequately and five
ice plants fill the province’s requi-
rements for ice especially the fish-
ing industry. Rice paper products
of An Nhut and An Ngai villages
are known throughout the Saigon
region.

Boat-building is an activity in
Phuoc Tinh and Long Hai and
nuoc mam is produced in the fish-
ing villages mainly for local con-
sumption. Local demands stimulat-
ed the production of charcoal in
backyard kilns.

Rural Development

Phuoc Tuy is making full use of
the provincial council development
program which actually is a polit-
ical measure to provide interaction
between the people and their prov-
ince representatives, encourage

22

The flourishing salt industry will soon be developed for foreign export.

political mobilization to achieve
pacification objectives and raise
the prestige of the elected province
council. The council examines all
projects submitted to it but the
villages execute them.

Phuoc Tuy also avails of the
province development program
conducted by the Central Pacifica-
tion and Development program
thru the province pacification and
development council which prov-
ides the finances for projects like
line of communications, roads
bridges and waterways, irrigation,
farms, nurseries, fish ponds, mark-
ets, schools, health centers and
others which enhance the local
economy.

In 1970, Phuoc Tuy was granted
37 million piasters to undertake 11
such development projects and sa-
tisfactorily completed them. For
this, Phuoc Tuy was allocated 67
million piasters for 1971 for similar
purposes.

Saltern Project

The salt industry of the province
has very bright prospects for de-
velopment on. a commercial scale.
Vietnam has no known natural de-
posits of mineral salt or sodium
chloride brines. There are some
natural hot springs but most are
brackish water and do not contain
salt in sufficient concentration.
Salt works are mainly solar works
operated on a few hectares by
family groups.

Australia has offered to finance
US$4.5 million water and saltern
project which involves the devel-
opment of a 2,100-hectare saltern
expected to produce 250,000 metric
tons of salt yearly. Suitable areas
have already been surveyed in the
province between Baria and Vung
Tau. :

Japan looms as the mostly likely
market for such an enterprise
when it finally goes through. In
1969, Japan imported a total of six
million metric tons for her needs.
Another big market potential is
provided by the local fishing in-
dustry which uses some 70,000
metric tons of salt a year — 22,700
metric tons for the making of nuoc
man and 46,300 MT for salted fish.

Nuoc mam, the pungent sauce
universally used for flavoring in
Vietnamese cookery is an old art
of local origin. It was first manu-
factured on Phu Quoc and later in
Phan Thiet. Ministry of Economy
figures show that in 1965, some 57
million liters of the sauce were
produced, 59 million liters in 1966
and 61 million liters in 1967.

The chemical industry also uses
salt in the production of caustic
soda and chlorine. The soda is used
in the production of monosodium
glutamate, soap, detergents, texti-
les and soy sauce.

Ethnic Minorities
Phuoc Tuy is the southernmost
province of ~Vietnam; where cen-

'.
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CONTINENTAL PALACE HOTEL

132, Tu-Do Street - Saigon
. Phone: 22.820 - 90.155 - 90.187

Cable Addresss CONTINENT
P. O. Box: 140 SAIGON

— IDEALLY SITUATED IN THE CENTER OF SAIGON.

— SPACIOUS AIR-CONDITIONED ROOMS.

— FAMOUS «CAFE BAR, FOR RELAXING OVER DRINKS IN THE EVENING AND
A FAVORITE SPOT FOR REFRESHING.

— «LOTUS GARDEN, FOR ITS CHARMING SOLITUDE IN THE SHADOWS OF
FRAGRANT TREES AND ITS DELIGHTFUL PAILLOTE, REMINDER OF THE
«MOI, COUNTRY'S VILLAGES.

— LARGE BANQUET ROOM FOR CONFERENCES, COCKTAILS, ANNIVERSARIES,
BIRTHDAY PARTIES, WEDDINGS, RECEPTIONS AND OTHER IMPORTANT
FUNCTIONS. :

— THE ONLY «CONTINENTAL RESTAURANT, WITH CLASSICAL REFINED FRENCH
CUISINE. AND TERRACE OVERLOOKING TU DO STREET.

— THE «DOLCE VITA, WITH ITS ITALIAN SPECIALTIES SERVED IN MEDITER-
RANEAN CAFE, UNIQUE IN SAIGON. ,

e

Capa

N e

SUBSCRIPTION FORM - VIETNAM MAGAZINE

The Vietnam Council on Foreign Relations
(Hiép-Hoi Viét-Nam Phét-Trien Bang-Giao Quéc-Té)
P. O. Box 932

Saigon, Republic of Vietnam

Enclosed herewith is payment of US $6.00 for a one year subscription to
Vietnham Magazine.

Name (please print) o IS;‘i.gnofure..

o e e e e e e T e e e N e T e e e e

Complete address Date
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THE CONMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL BANK OF VIETNAM

HEAD OFFICE :
93.95, Boulevard Ham-Nghi — SAIGON
Tel.: 91.558 - 91.559 — Cable Address: VIETNAMBANK

BRANCHES
SAIGON

209-213, Bd. Trén Hung Pao — Tel.: 23.262
6, Nguyén Trung Tryc Street — Tel.: 92.627
217, Trvong Minh Giang Street — Tel.: 40.925
402-404, Bd. Pong Khdnh - Tel.: 37.481
170, Trinh Minh Thé Street — Tel.: 91.915

PA.NANG MY.THO
71, Bd. Péc Lap — Tel: 2255 91, Trung Tréc Street — Tel.: 2.112

FULL BANK SERVICE

You may be interested in

DOING BUSINESS IN VIETNAM

TANG THI THANH TRAI TA VAN TAI
SESTO E. VECCHI LEONARD A. CHINITZ

This 118-page book deals with every aspect of business
in Vietnam (establishment, investment, privileges, taxation,
repatriation of earnings, etc...) and other subjects of special
interest to foreign investors.

The price is US $ 2.50 or equivalent.

Send cheque or money order to the
Vietnam Council on Foreign Relations,
P. O. Box 932, Saigon, Vietnam.
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Who elseflies 747s from
HongKong, Taiwan,Manila

Meet us in any of these four cities and a Northwest 747 will fly you direct to Seattle/Tacoma, Chicago

and New York . .. and from Tokyo to Honolulu, San Francisco, Los Angeles and Minneapolis/
St. Paul,

Northwest flies 747s to the U.S.A. three times every day from Tokyo, every day except Wednesday and

Saturday from Hong Kong, every Monday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday from Taiwan and every
Saturday from Manila.

That's more 747s than any other airline . . . a new dimension in air travel. And, with private stereo, wide-
screen movies*, and magnificent food and beverages . . . a new dimension in service.

For immediate reservations call your travel agent or Northwest Orient at 22 Nguyen Hue Boulevard,
Phone 91.507/98.493.

*$2.50 charge on transpacific flights.

‘ NORTHWEST ORIENT 747

Flying to twice as many U.S. cities

Ye wag
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