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Interview Archive
https://labs.jstor.org/interview

https://labs.jstor.org/interview/mlk


A JSTOR Labs prototype resulting 
from a collaboration with the 
Kunhardt Film Foundation to 
provide access to the interviews 
behind the HBO King in the 
Wilderness film 

● 19 interviews with +40 hours of 
raw footage

● In the project we used Wikidata 
to:
○ connect video segments in the 

documentary and interviews with 
entities/topics

○ connect segments to scholarly content 
in JSTOR

Interview Archive

https://www.kunhardtfilmfoundation.org/
https://www.hbo.com/documentaries/king-in-the-wildernessKi
https://www.hbo.com/documentaries/king-in-the-wildernessKi


Interview Archive



Manually tagged transcript segments with Wikidata QIDsInterview Archive



Original POC implemented in MediaWiki instance
Interview Archive



Deployed version implemented as a Vue.js Web 
Application

Related content 
queried using hybrid 
semantic/lexical search 

Interview Archive



Self-hosted Wikibase Instance

● Current Setup
 AWS Hosted
 Kubernetes
 Postgresql
 Neptune triplestore

● Examples:
 https://kg.jstor.org/wiki/Item:Q9751
 https://kg.jstor.org/wiki/Item:Q11741
 https://kg.jstor.org/wiki/Item:Q9779

● Future plans
 Transition to Wikibase.cloud

Interview Archive

https://kg.jstor.org/wiki/Item:Q9751
https://kg.jstor.org/wiki/Item:Q11741
https://kg.jstor.org/wiki/Item:Q9779


DATA RE–

USE DAYS  
14 - 24 March 2022

Understanding Series
https://www.jstor.org/understand

https://labs.jstor.org/interview/mlk


A 2nd generation JSTOR Labs prototype 
resulting from a collaboration with the 
Folger Shakespeare Library

● Provides fuzzy text matching/linking 
from primary texts to quoting journal 
articles

● Originally included all 39 
Shakespeare plays

● Now includes 245 works in American 
and British Literature, and the 73 
books in the King James Bible in 
addition to the Shakespeare plans

Understanding Series

https://www.folger.edu/


● Wikidata is used for 
evaluating/scoring possible 
matches

● Using labels and aliases 
associated with the primary text, 
author, publisher, characters, 
and other entities

● Confidence score of matches in 
journal articles are based on text 
matches with entity 
labels/aliases  

Understanding Series
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Plant Humanities Lab
https://lab.plant-humanities.org

https://labs.jstor.org/interview/mlk


Plant Humanities Lab

● Project performed in collaboration with 
the Dumbarton Oaks Research Library

● The Plant Humanities Initiative 
integrates digital humanities with 
scholarly programming, building on the 
strengths of the two partner 
organizations, Dumbarton Oaks and 
JSTOR Labs.

● A series of visual essays were produced 
incorporating text narratives with 
interactive visualisations using IIIF 
images, annotations, maps, network 
graphs, and more

https://www.doaks.org/
https://www.doaks.org/research/mellon-initiatives/plant-humanities-initiative


Plant Humanities Lab



● In addition to the visual essays the 
Plant Humanities Lab also includes 
a semantic search tool that pulls 
data from Wikidata, and other sites 
(including BHL and JSTOR)
○ https://search.plant-humanities.org

● Wikidata is also used for:
○ Automatically obtaining 

location coordinates or 
Geojson files for places 
referenced in the essay text

○ Generating infobox-type 
popups for mentioned entities

Plant Humanities Lab

https://search.plant-humanities.org
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Juncture
https://juncture-digital.org

https://labs.jstor.org/interview/mlk


Juncture
● Juncture is a generalized version of the 

visual essay features developed for the 
Plant Humanities initiative

● Visual essays are authored in Markdown
● Custom tags are used to define and 

activate contextual visualizations
○ ve-image
○ ve-map
○ …

● Entities are associated with text sections 
using a ve-entity tag
○ Used for auto-linking infoboxes
○ Location coordinates/Geojson 

retrieval
● Example essay: 

https://juncture-digital.org/JSTOR-Labs/j
uncture/sample-visual-essay/ 

https://juncture-digital.org/JSTOR-Labs/juncture/sample-visual-essay/
https://juncture-digital.org/JSTOR-Labs/juncture/sample-visual-essay/


Creating a visual essay in 10 minutes

1. Login to your Github account and create a 
new repository (enable “Add a README file” 
option)

2. Add a ve-config tag at top of essay to define, 
title, banner image and layout

3. Add some text with Markdown styling as 
desired

4. Add ve-entity tags to provide “about” hints 
to essay renderer

5. Add other visualization tags (ve-image, 
ve-map, etc) as desired

6. Add image annotations and interaction tags 
(zoomto, flyto), as desired

7. View rendered essay at 
https://juncture-digital.org/gh-username/gn
-repository

8. Repeat steps 4-7 until satisfied

Juncture

https://juncture-digital.org/gh-username/gn-repository
https://juncture-digital.org/gh-username/gn-repository
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Future



What We’re Currently 
Exploring / Developing

● Improvements to Juncture
○ Simplified tagging
○ Improved SEO
○ Use of Web Components for visualizations
○ Authoring environment with live preview

● Automatic IIIF manifest generation for:
○ Wikidata entity images
○ Images on file sharing sites, including Wikimedia 

commons, Flickr, JSTOR Community Collections, and 
others

○ Github hosted images

● Hybrid (semantic/lexical) search 
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Thanks for your 
attention!
To stay in touch:

Ron Snyder
Ron.Snyder@ithaka.org
@rdsnyderjr

JSTOR Labs
https://labs.jstor.org
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