
How do you explain
Wikipedia?

CC by SA 4.0, Rachoucha



Better yet: 

How do you promote
Wikipedia?



This is a short 
workshop



That needs you:



Your experience,
Your ideas,

Your expertise.



Challenge: 

Awareness of 
Wikipedia is LOW



Awareness 

Recognition
I have heard of Wikipedia
Use Value
I use Wikipedia for ... 
Attribution
I got it from Wikipedia

{



77% of Nigerians 
have never heard 
of Wikipedia

CC-by-SA 2.0 - Alvaro Sánchez

Full phone survey findings from Nigeria 
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Global_Reach/Nigeria_survey

Public Domain - Arex72



79% of Ghanaians 
have never heard 
of Wikipedia

Full phone survey findings from Ghana 
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Global_Reach/Ghana_Survey

CC-by-SA 3.0 - OER Africa



83% of Egyptians 
have never heard 
of Wikipedia

Full phone survey findings from Egypt
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Global_Reach/Egypt_survey

CC-by-nc-nd 2.0 -  Asim Bharwani

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Omaranabulsi
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?title=User:Narender9&action=edit&redlink=1


Why does awareness matter?

CC-by-SA 3.0 -  Tanya Habjouqa

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Omaranabulsi
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?title=User:Narender9&action=edit&redlink=1


Reaching new readers 

CC-by-SA 3.0 -  Tanya Habjouqa

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Omaranabulsi
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?title=User:Narender9&action=edit&redlink=1


Invites new users to be    
participants & advocates

CC-by-SA 3.0 -  Tanya Habjouqa

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Omaranabulsi
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?title=User:Narender9&action=edit&redlink=1


Awareness ➡ Usage ➡ Advocacy



5 questions



How did you discover 
Wikipedia?



How do you explain 
Wikipedia…                       

in 1 sentence?



How do you explain 
Wikipedia…                       
in 1 word?



Who do you think are 
the most important 
people to recruit? 



What resources would 
help you promote 

Wikipedia?



Explainer video, social 
media posts, in-school 
promotions, celebrity 
ambassador, apparel, 

etc.



Next Steps: 



Promoting Wikipedia 
across Africa group

● Closed Facebook or WhatsApp group 
● Project updates, common questions, 

feedback  & guidance 

● Materials (videos, photos, social media 
posts, illustrations) 

● Experience & expertise 

How can we work together? What can we share?



Thank you!


