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Answer of the Minister of State.

]

Minister of State, Mr. Koki Hirota,

Further, the questlon as to what is the fundamental idea of the
Japanese forelgn nolicy towaras the United States, Great Britain and other
+5 answer as follovs Iinfortunately, Japan has been

T &

countries, 3 choaid 11X

comneslilen Lo witndvrayw fiom the lLezgue of Nu:ions owing toO the Manchuril
Incident, but this uces ~ct. mesn tLhat Japarn 2as separated hersell from the
whole world., Ta2 1eapl? af Nations is a place of conference and not O
attend the confererce does nOL edd +hat “he diplomatic relations between
Japan and those ccuntries which compose the conference will be severed at

oncCe.

For my pari, 1 believe Japan should maint:in closest friendly rela-
tions with all povers and bo2 édinlecmatic pol..cy of Japan should take the

course o increasS.i.ig f=lendiy ¥ oL30l0n3 waoth all powers instead of a foreign

bt abe i oo

policy of maiing <@ aliy of oae powWwer L0 OpposSe annother or to make cornec-
tions with ore powcr TO evnlade another. in a word, I think the diplcmatic
policy of Japan sheald be cerried nut 1n a feeling of universal harmonye.
However, as bthe inlercsts c{ the powers in Japan are not the same, SOme
intereshts being in a p1sn Jeprae an’l CLhers in a small degree, the most
cordial reiations shomlid be esteoiished with the powers having the greatest
interect i1 J3apai. +epefore, towarcs such ~ountries as the Unlted States
and Great, Britain, wnich have the gieebest *n~erest in Japan, greav efforts
should be msde Lo make Iel&avalns bettesr, I think 1 explained this point
cleariy in my speecn 0N toreizn poiicy tne otner day.

In connection with the diplomatic relations with the United States
and Creat B:ritein, there is the problem of naval 14 sarmament. My views about
the future of naval A% aaprrament as also set forth in tihe s2me speech, are 1o
reach an agreenent or naval ¢3isarmament by dis.ussion with the United States
and Great Britain. Waat the Japanese Governunaent lays gre ot st stress upon
is the aczomplisuerc of a trealy. -] 1 am of the opinion uhab it is not
right even to imagine 2 Failure cf an agreement. I you inguire how I intend
to deal with this prcblem in ine future, I would answes, of course, Japan
will follcw a noiicy of peace and at this time I fecl ereatest reluctance
even 0 3u2culatc, at this time on measures 1O be taken in case the effort
to reach an agreement turns out to be unfruitful.
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