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ARAKI, Sadao, c¢r al,

SWORN DZPOSITION

Denonecnt YAZAKI, Kanju

YAZAKI, Kanju, becing first ‘July sworn in accordance
with the >ractice in Jaj)an, deposcs and states as follows:
That mvy name is YAZAKI, Kanju, and that I was a “Srofes-

sional Army 9'7ficer and held the rank of Lieutenant General

at the tecrmiration of hostilitiecs between the Al1lied Nations

and Jalane. [hat during my life 28 an Army officer 1 became
well and »ersonally acqguainted with one DOHLAARA, Kenji, who
1s now one of the accurscd on trial beforc the International
Military Tribunal for thc Far Laste My acquaintance with the
former General DOHIHARRA covers a number of years and 1 have
becn intimetoly acquaidntcd with hiw since the time 1 was a
Cantaln.

Prisr to the China Incident and during the month of
March, 1937, thc accuscd DOHIHARA was aprointed Commander of
the 14th Division of the Japancsc arny, which was then sta-

tioned in Utsunomiya, on the Island of Honshu, in Japan,
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which was its »ermancnt station. 4Lt the outbreak of the

China Incident in July, 1937, the¢ accuscd, DOHIHARA, was

still the commander of the 1l4th Pivision and 1 was then a
Lieutenant Colonel on his staff. “n august we were orderecd
to North China, where we were cnzaged in military opera-
tions in the re-ion along the Pecking-Rankow Railroad, where
I continued to serve ns his staff officer,

At the time the China Affair broke, General DOHLIHA-A
deenly regrctted that it had come about and vhen we were
departinz to Worth China under our mobilization orders he
save us instructions and ordcrs, which were later rcpcated on
the battle field, in wlhich he emdhasized that the China Affalr
was not 2 war of aggression but was aimed ultimately at co-
oneration betweon Japan and China. He esdeclally enjolned us
that a rigid cnforcement of regulations and orders rertailning
to the H>rotcction of the Chinesc yeople wonld be had. During
orerations and on the battle ficld Divisional Lommander
DOHIHARA save his osrimary attention to Hurely stratoglce

to his subordinates
However, hc never L 814 of his duty as an offlicer tO
his subordinatecs and never hesitatcd to assist them personally
in the discharee of their duties, whether they wore important

or triflinz, when it came to the protection of the Chinese
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2eonle. He used to »2ay minute attentioa to duties con-
cerning the Chincese pcopnle to avoid injury or oppression on
non-combatants. |

In order te illustratc my point, 4+ would like to clte
cxamples which I have »oersonally secn.

Once during operations on the river Yungting-ho, his
men had decided to usc a Chinese farmer's housc to set up
command »ost for General DIHIFARA. “‘owever, when this was
called to the attentinn of General DOHIFARA, he noticed
there werz Chinesec women and childrcn toking refuge in the
house, and forbade his suoordinates to cntcr. e had his
office located in froat of the housc where he, hls staff
officers and subordinatcs campéd in the open air and attended
to their busincss.

Again ncar Paoting h3 obhservcd some of his men burning
firewood which belonged to Chines. farmers, which they had
approoriatcd in order to warm themsclvese General DOHIHARA
immediately rode to the syot on horseback, scoldcd them
soundly and made them sto) at

Agaln, near raoting Gencra YOHIHARA saw a Jajanese

1

soldier on the march having a Chincse carry his knadsack,

and immecdiatcly reprimanded the soldier. The soldiler stated

“

that he had emnloyed the Chinesc and had »romised to pay him

for the worke In order to be fair General DOHIHARA ordered
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the Jadcancesc soldier to ronegotinte with the Chincse in his
srssence and when it became clear that the soldier could not
sncak the Chinese language, the General ordered that the
soldier immecdiately rclieve the Chinese °f tho knapsack and
eautioncd hir scverely concernin: his future conduct in such
matterse.

Man7 such instances could be sct forth. However, 1
mentinsn thescs threc only to show that even i1n matters which
mizht be considered as trifling, General DOHIHARAL did not
mermit thc abuse of civilians and non-combatants. 1 have
heard his subordinates on more than onc occasion state 1in
substancc, Our Divisional Commander loves the Chlnese
better than the Janancse soldiers.”

Gencral DOHIHAR. had a high rege®d for the Chinese

neonle and for non-combatants, as suech. I have never known

L

an oceasion vhon the Chinese gencral public in any jurisdic-

tion under the command ~rf General DOHIHARA were not gsettled

and Heaccful towards the Jananesc forces under his command.

They continucd in thelr busincss odcrations without inter-

rudtion and thelir stores ind morchandisi no establishments

continued to DNrosiCTre 1+ was not uncommon for the Chincsc

tn agssist the Janancsc snldiers voluntarily in drawing water,

yrenaring meals, cleaning houses, carrying goods and other

» Ak
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such daily routine matters. In fact, their rega¥d for
General DOHIHARA was such that they would inform him of any
bandit attack vhich they anticlpatcd,

In cam>, whenever therc was time to spare, 1t was the
custom of General DOHIHARL to assemble his subordinates and
cxnlain to2 them about the urgent necissity of maintaining
friendshi» betwecen the Japanese and Chincse peonle. 1
remcmber many of his talks extremely well as they lcft a
decen imdression udon me. For example, the followling arc a
few samdnles of what could be expected in these talks:

I. "Sino-Jananesec cooderation is of grecat significancc

to have peacec n i \sia. In order to rcallze
the coor:ration which we desire boetwecn Janan and China,
the Jajrancsc must first study China more yrofoundly and
reach a bctter understanding of thce Chincse people them-

sclves. In order to know the Chinese, ve must, with sin-

3 e - f__ﬂ‘
serit -, acssociate with them."

o N i ese arc nNeacc loving and gentle neonle,

-

if you an»droach them with anderstandin: and courtesy. 7They
arc willine to understand whatcver you speaik. You must not
agsumc a2 violent or oordressive attitude tovards them at any
time."

"If, in our assoclatlion with thc Chinese people,

they do not accent our opinion, 1t 1s neccssary for us to

roflect on oursclves instcad of blaming them for the lack of
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understandin on their dart."

Not only did Gencral DOHIHARA often speak 1n the manner
which I have just rclated, but hc endcavored to execute his
own views and to »nlace them in Hractice. 1t was not a matter
of mere words with him, but also a sincere attituic on his
mpart, and hc was known turovckout the Division for his sincerity
to his idcals and tcachiugs.

All I have stated 1is just by we f {lluctretion of
the attitude of General DOHIHLR: and his bghavior 1Lz camp and
on the battle ficlcds. isdg was zsomstantly instruclL.ng and
advising not only his staff ofticors but all of his subordlnate
officers and men and we 1 , s instructions and admonitions

to be of ~reat walue in »eicefully dealing with the Chinese

—

Jcople.
sg L %now him well Gencral DOHIHARA often conilded
in me: both by his bchavior and his syecch I kew he hecld an

opinion opoyoscd to the China Affalr from the very beginninge

However, as an Army officecr, he had no choicec exeept to obey the

orders of his superiors, but cven in camd, to his intimatecs, he

always deplorcd the China Affalre
In the lsth year of Showa, February, 1938, duc to illness,
V-1t -he hasglce cchelon of the

I was returncd to Japan and scrvcd Viti

14th Division at Utsunomiya. aiter my r-oturn I continued tO
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have corresntondence wlth General DOHIHARA and one of the

letters which I reccived was under datc of April 22, 1938 .

this letter was safc handed (carriecd DY messenger) from th e

North China fronts and 1 st11ll have it 1in my nossesslon. In

this letter he statos:
"our state has no basic stratcgzic Hrinciple established
~3nively decoyed

for the Affairs an< geens to he onerating v
were, licading a hand ©T©O

by the onnonents and is, as 1t

mouth exlstence. Morcover, without strcnsthening the

scaffold on vhich shoe stands, 8Sh€ sujports both the North

and the Central China now Regimes, which are just like

castlecs on tne sand, and unconscious of the vrgent need

of consolideting the foundation, trics to arransgc mere Ifore-

malities of thesc G overnmentse I am greatly disappointed

at this attitude of our gtate, and am Very much concernca
to rejoice 1n civing a blg

about it. I havc no intcntlion
tal which is of no UsCe. I beg you TO exnlain, whencver

vou may have a chancc, to the authorities with regard TO
the above-mentioned noints ~nd call for their rcflcction S

twe North regime refund to was

Ry way of cxplanation,
' g tomporary government, ~nd the Central “hina Govern=-

Wang Ko-min

ment was Liang Hung-chih'!# rostoration sovernmente Anowing

this lcttcr wWas but another

.'-:"t,.) -.L-l{ 2 ¥ Rn. A S "L h-':i. d ’ 1 kn cCW

General
sntirc China Affalr,

of his »Hrotcsts against the I realizcd

v his viecws wore sharc by me and that he cxpected

that he Kr

yossible, TO assist hin.

me, wWhercvcer
ceneral DOHIHARA, fromn young ranhood onward throuzh his
an idcal fOr cnhanccment of friondly relations

carceer chorished
he was in the AYMy Collcge

betweocn Jadan and China, and while

he made o s>ccial study of tho Chincsc language and of the
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history of China. After paduation he was amnointed a
member of the General Staff and was sent to China, wherc he

stayed for many years. His name became¢ well known, even toO

the Chinese civilians. During his years in China and Man-

churia hec acrved on TtwO occasions a8 Chicf of the Sneclal

Jeprvices Orcanization at Mukden. This orpanization was

cathering militGe >y information

=  pe—

srimarily for the nurnose of

and intelligencc. Whenover trouble arosc¢ betwoCl

China, I Know nersonally that -ch was published about the

organization and its mcmbers which Was Hoased on rumor, COI=

nda, which had no foundation whatcver in

jecturc and nronaga

fact. 1 know that bccausgc of the rominence of DOHIHARA 's

name in mattcers concerning China that he was connccted with

many incidents in which he dld not and could not have narti-

cinated.

Knowinzg General DOHIHARA as + d&o tntimately, over 4 period

of years, 1 know not only from his many conversation with me,

but by his actual behavior that he wias opposcd TO the China

Affair from the beginning and that hc ncver changcd his

sttitude. Hc has ~ften exorcsscd his spuat regret to M that

there could nov be Heaccful cooreration hetween Japan and

2 11 Tclons ambition, He

c"

China, which ho had cherished as

was narticularly pegretful moreover that tho China [(ffalir wa S

eventually sxtended to the Greater sasvy Asiatlic ware

[ desirc to furtnor stote that 4+ have yersonal knowlodece

of everrthing 1 have sta,ed in this nffidavit.
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13th day of June,

-

't the aboVe statelent

i -
-

affixed his signature and seal

was sworn by the Deponent,

thereto in the presence of this witness.

OATH

In accordcnce with my consclence I swear UO tell the
whole truth withholding nothing and adding nothing.




