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OHASHI , Churichi
Request bys SHIRATORI, Toghio
Adresss Fresent address of witness is unknown,.

His last official position wes Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs

at the time of Fareign Minister MATBUOKO,
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l Request Bys OSIMA, Hiroshi
." Addvess: Oifu Frefecture, Hajima-Oun, Kogume-idwrs
- Zals mitneas wes Vice Yoreign idnister under latsuoka
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REPORT BY: John A, Curtis
4 Feb 1947

MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILE
SUBJECTs OHASHI, Chuichi
Addresss Gifu Prefecture, Hajima-Gun, Koguma-Mura.
He was Vice Minister under MATSUOKA.

File 378, serial 1003 Report for interrogation to
¥r. Leonidov ﬁoon 352, War Ninistry Building.

File 378, serial 299: Reguest for interrogation,

File 58, serial 147:; KAMEI states above ecould testify
as to the comnection between Ko-a-in and the opium trade in
Shanghal and Hangkow,

File 80, serial 122,

File 229, serial 39: Contains same information.

File 20, serial 16. |

File 378, serial 191: Request for interrogationj former
member of the Japanese Foreign Ministry.

File 378, serial 154: Request for interrogation by
Russian Division. Former Vice Foreign Minister who now re-~
sides in Nishikobu-ma Gifu Ogaki-Ken.

File 270, serial 1.

File 5, serial 653 Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs to
¥Manchuria had documents concerning the oecupation of French
Tndo-Chinas procedure for landing of troops, number, etc,

File 303, serial 1063 In statement by KAMEI Kinichiro
on above, he states that above could testify as to the con-
ﬁetween'xo-a-in and the opium trade.

File 118, serial 88; SAITO worked through above concern-
ing South Seas Bureau. .

File 392, serial 7: Oame information.
Pile 236, serial 5




OHASHI, Chuichi (econt'd)

File 118, serial 39: Vetoed s gestion that plan for
read justment of Ameriecan Japanese relations.

File 59, serial 128: Contains same information.

personmel file 390.

Na further information
in the filQS-

concerning the above is contained

COPIES: 3 Coples File
1. Mr. Newbill
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HI, Chuichl « QGifu Prefecture, Hajima-Gun, Koguma-Mura
Request by OSHIMA, Hiroshi
(a) The nationality of the witness is Japanese.

(b) Vice Foreign Minister under Matsuoka. The witness will
testify as to the extent to which Matsuoka accepted advice

from ambassadors and foreign representatives, Will testify

as to the circumstances of OSHIMA's re-appointment as
Ambassdor in 1940 and as to Stahmer's coming to Japan

and the reasons for Matsuoka visits to Germany, Italy and
Russia.
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INTERNATIONAL PROSECUTIQON SECTION
' DOCUMENT DIVISION

5 Dec 194

MEMO TO: Mr. Sutton

l. I have examined the case file on OEASHI (390). |
It does not appear that OHASHI has ever been interrogated re

the connection between Ko-a-In and opium, nor is there any
info on (this point in that file. OHASHI lives in Gifu and
investigation of him would take time but might yield results.
From the case file, though, I would believe him to be a most
unfriendly witness. TANAKA, Ryukichi has a favorable
affidavit on him. I suggest he be contzcted re probable
results of contacting OHASEI for rebuttal evidence.

yabdica
Yale—¥axon

=




INTERNATIONAL PROSECUTION SECTION
DOCUMENT DIVISION

25 Nov 1947
MEMO FROM: Yale Maxon
TO "3 <~ Mr. Sutton

SUBJECT : Profits from Opium Trade, possible development
of rebuttal evidence re

REF. ¢ (a). Report on Kokusaku Kenkyu Kai (National

Policy Research Institute) by Lt. Eri
Fleisher, dated 4 June 1947 [ 'W/Z’j/

1. On page 3 of Ref (a) appears this statement:

"Prominent members of the KKK were familiar
even with secrets such as the profits from
the Opium trade. SATOMI, head of the hong
at Shanghai, sent the profits to SUZUKI
Teiichi who placed them in TOJO's secre%
fund ."

2. On page 4 of Case File 303-106 appears the following:

Meeeeees.omany enterprises were undertaken,
one of which was the opium business in
Shanghal and Hangkow, supervised by SATOMI
who was T0OJO's friend. SATOVI could not
operate without permission of Koa-In.

OHASEIL, Chuichlywho lives in Gifu Prefecture,
can testify as to the connection between
Koa-In and the opium trade. The income from
opium was used to finance T0J0's and SUZUKI's
political influence."

3. MNr. Sandusky informs me that to his knowledge
there is no conclusive .evidence in the Record of the
statements quoted in paragraph "1" above, and further states
that any evidence of connection between opium profits and
TOJO, SUZUKI, et al would be most welcome.

4. If you think it advisable, the lead guoted in para-
graph "2" above might be developed by Investigative Division
to prove such a connection. (Possibly this lead has been
exhausted, but the OHASFI Case File has been charged out to
Mr. Cunningham and unavailable for some days and it has not
been possible for the writer to check it.)

CC: Kr. Tavenner

Brig. Nolan

1}.}1'. g\?ll}ldl]liky -——\‘%—._:
:I‘ . e y ’ 1
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IEPORT O : The Kekusaku Kenkyu Kai
(National Policy Research Institute)

PIEPARED BY ¢ Lt. Eric W. Fleisher
Investigator, I.P.S.

DATE : 4 June 1947

The Koxusaku Kenkyu Kai, a little heard of organization with the
outward appearance of agTrouP deveted to the discussion and study of current
events has since 1937 played an extremely imvortant part in advising the
various departments in regards national policy, the administratior of conquered
territory and the utilization of the natural resources and materials available
in territories already occupied by Japan, and in those that the association
considered should be occupied. I1ts membershis consisted mostly of second
rate politicians who were devoted to the cause of Japan ruling not only Asia,
but of making the Facific Ocean & "Mare Nostrum" bv occupying #laska and certain

countries of South America along the Pacific Coast and thereby spreading Japan's

influence into the interior of South America and through the "est Coast of the
United States. Lacking in power, themselves, the members of the Association
sought to influence the greater volitical figures of the day aund to gain the
support of those that favored their nolicy of agzgression and conquest, which
they did with considerable success:. Such men as MUT0, Axira; KAYA, Okinori:
SATQ, Kenryo; SUZUKI, Teiichi; TOEO, Shigenori; KISHI; TAXAEASEI; GOTC, Fimio:
ABE, Notuyuki; IS0GAYA; SHIMCMURA; HCRIUCHI; SAKURAI: KORAYASEI, Seizo; ARITA,
Eachiro; IWAKURC, Tokue; SHIRAYAMA, Kaneshiro; MATSUMURA: ARISUE, Seizn:
KAGAI, Yatsuji: SHIGEMITSU, Mamoru:and other inf’uential fien were affiliated

with the Kokuraku Ke Kail and many of them made speeches at the meetinzs
or attended them for the purpose of informing the society of receont developments

in the political scene in Janan, ir the ceccunied areas, and abvroad.

In spite of the fact th:.t the Kokusaku Zencyu ¥a: claimed to %e a
orivate organization under no outside influsnce, moat of its financial backing
came from the secret funds or "Kimitsuhi" of the variosue ministries and

departments of theé Government and from the larger private concerns. In the
early days these contributions rarely exceeded five thoueand yen, dut later,

especially after the outbreak of the "Greater XTast Asia War" contridbutions
were rarely lese and usually well oves five thousand yen. The War Ministry
and Navy Ministry were the most regular contributors and cave the greatest
amounts, but the Greater East Asia Ministry, the Foreien Ministrv, tre Cabinet
Bureau of Information, and the Ministry of Commerce and Industry also gave
their support. Out of the almost one hundred private comcraies that gave
financial backing to the XK¥, Mitsubishi, Mitsuil, Asano, Ayarawa, Sumitomo,
Toxyo Shibaura Denki and Osake Seitetsu are the most well known. Ixtra amounts
were collected from these sources on other cccasions for svecial projects.

In the end of 1941, or the beginning of 1942, the Kokusaku Kenkyu Kai began
research on their "Ten Year Plan for the Development of Greater Bast Asia."

, | 3
B 7 A |



PAGE 2

For this project Muto, Akira of the Military Affairs Bureau gave the KKK
2C,C0C yen out of secret funds, and the rame amount was rerceived from Oka,
Keijun of the Navy. The Foreign Office and the Cabinet gureau «f Tnforontisn
contributed 20,000 yen but thisg time only 5,900 yen was received from “‘ha

Greater East Asia Ministry. From private companies 2C0,00C yen was 20lilertor.

The Xokusaku Kenkyu Kai, although not organized into definite
sections for the study of various areas, did have specialists in each field
and committees were formed whenever a project was undertaken, headed by these
specilalists. For example, specialists studying relations with the United
States were Ishida, Reisgults (litsui Busggan); Tojima (Mitsui Susean) ; Isogaye,
Leisuke; and Sato, Naotake; while Olaura, Kinmochi: and Kuroda, Xakuchi were
the outstanding specielists on Iussia.

The sources of information availa®le to the Kokusalu Kenkyu Kaj
were so extensive that no civilian, nong goverrment organization could ever
have come near it. Much of this information was gathered from preominent
members and their more influential friends, dut documents too, from governgpent
minietries were in the possession of the society. Through Muto, Akira:
Yatsugl, Kazuo of the KXK, was able to acquire and retain in his possession
m8ny documents of the Militafy Affairs Pureau, classified as "Too Sécret."
Yatsugi obtained dccuments through Mute as Muto was a zood personal friend
of his, but information was procured from other government piflietries and

from other high officials. This information was used in drawing up the
various plane put out dv the KKK.

In regards the United States a committee was formed in 1239 ang
functioned through 1541 studying U.S.-Javanese relations and conditions in
the United States. The EXX published a full revort in 1940 on its findings.

So thorough was the c«nowledze of this committee that it was even familiar with
the fortification of the Mandated slande, something that was known only to

a circle of the top ranking military and naval men. The material and statig=i-

tice published by other societies, such as the Showa Kengyu Kai and the Towa
2enkyu Kai was available to the KXK. An organization known as the Chosa
Lenkyu Doin Eonbu (Investigzation and desearch Mobilization Headquarters)
acted as liaison between the many as-ociations. Okura, Kinmochi; senior
mexber of the Kokusaku Kenkyu Xai was president of the Choca Lenkyu Doin
Hontu and Kanamori, Toiujiro, Chief of the Political Section of the Kokusalu

Kenkyu Kai wae one of the Directors of the Chosa Xenkyu Doin Eonbu,

By the end of 1941 the Xokusaku Kengyu ¥Xai had worked on plans to
utilize the facilities of the South Seas, Bastern Bussia, Alaska, Canada,
Central Americe, South “merica end Indis. Many members, influential Sponeors,
and associates thought that the Kokusakua Kenkyu Kai had gone too far. Even
uto was opposed to including India although he approved of evicting the
Britieh from Agia. Regarlless, the Kokusaku Kerkyu Kai had gone ahead with
these plans, some of which were later adopted in a modified form, to suit
the Army, and the entire area was called the "East Acia Sphere."
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In the sprinz of 1842 the Xokusaxu renkyu Hai began research ¢n
its "Ten Year Plan for the Develooment ni Greater Bast Asia." Thore wiTe
approximately ten different secticns covering an extremely wide scope “uin
rosearch on this subject. Yatsugi, Kamo (IZS witness) was the ac-'pisirative
head of the project, and was responsible zor financinz it. Takahashi, Kame-
gichi was the chief investigator and Kanamori, Tokujiro was in charge of the
Political Section. At first the Koikusaku Kenkyu Kai received much suvdsoert
from the differcnt ministries and from high of“icials in the Tovernment, tut
ae the future of the "Greater Tast Aeia Sphers” became more ant more uncerbtein
this support decreased. The plan was finally completed and & final rawors
patvlished, but it was never adopted, for by this tinme the tids of battle had
{irn2d azainst Japan and she had her hands full just trying to hang on to vhat
territory she had. With this change in the Tortuncs of war the lolrisai
Lenkyu Xni became less and less active. Government circles bect .e marc
reluctant to zive out information and documents werc not easily ottained,
Government agencies were no longer receptlve o advice or plans for the fulure
as they had their hands full wéét the War and its outcome. Althouzh by 1944

the Kokusaku Kenkyu Xai had lolys its influence and had become almost inactive,
it neverthelcss carried on its meetings and still recained well informed in
almost every field. Prominent mombers of the K¥il were familiar even with y

&  gecrets such as the orofits frem the Lpium traae. Satomi, head of the hong
at Skanghai, sent the orofits to Suzuici, Teiichi who placed them in Toic'sa
gsecret fund. .

- i' The Kokusaxu Kenkyu Kai contirued from 1544, when it..lost its ir-
fluence until tke end of the War, vhen it was rissolved, as an organizatliorn
that was extremely well informed on 21l matters and could be called on at al’.

times should its need arise. .}

The forezoing report is based upon the interrogations of Yatsuei,
Apsuo and Olura, Xinmochi conducted in June 1946. Olura was fzain interroga-ed .8
on 27 May 1947 by this investigator prior to this writing. Decugpents outlighea b

bty the Kolmusaku Kenkyu Kai in the possession of the Irnternational Prosscubtiocn o .
Section were used as reference and background material in the crep reticn of I
this report. ¥
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