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Defense Document 2222

(Translation) X UK

Extracts from the memorandum, "EFFORTS FOR PEACE",
by AYAMARO KONCYE « 3=D)e

Meanwhile, Chiang Tso-Ping, in the summer of 1935, if I remember
carrectly, returned home temporarily. This had an important significance,
for Chiang Tso-Ping had been approaching me with a peace proposal between
Japan and China since about the time I moved to Kamakura-yama. His goin,g
home had the purpose of formulating some concrete plans of peace in full con-
sultation with Chiang Kal-shek,

At that time, Chiang Kai-shek was in Szechuan fighting the Reds,
Chiang Tso-Ping went there to stay with him at Chunking far three weeks (or
was it three months?) discussing peace problems, He sent Ting Shao-jen to
Jaran with the plans thus formulated. On arriving in Japan, Ting came to see
me at Karuizawa.

The crude cutline of the peace proposal which he boought to me was
as follows:

1. The Manchurian problem will be laid aside for the time being
(for it is i.nq;oasibh; to discuss the matter in the present atmosphere in
China ).

2. The relations between Japan and China will be placed upon the
basis of equality, and as a result 21l unequal treaties will be abolished, ex-
cepting those relating to ¥Yanchuria. Anti-Jspanese education will be

suppressed.,
3, Jspan and China will make economic cooperation based on equality

ard reciprocity.

L, Military agreement will be concluded depending upon the resulis
of economic cooperation., (In the e';.rmt. of sipning a military agreement, Chiang
rol —shek himself vill not be reluctant to visit Japan,) Being heartily satis-
fied with this plan, I promised him to do my best for its realization,
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Approving this Chinese proposal, I saw Forelgn Minister Hirota in
the Diet, informed him of the circumstances and asked him that the government
should make efforts to solve the Sino-Japanese problem.' While Hirota and the
Forelgn Office approved this proposal, opposition came from among the military.
They objected to "laying aside the Manchurian problem" and insisted upon
"recognition" which embarrassed Hirota,

Who was the War Minister at that time? If it was in the Diet
session before the February 26th Incident in 1936, the Minister must have
been Hayashi or Kawashimaj; and if it was after the formation of the Hirota
Cabinet, it must have been Ferauchi. I believe it was after the February 26tk
Incident.

Hearing that the military was opposed to the plan, Ting Shao-jen
was bitterly disappointed and came to inform me of his decision to leave,

Ting said, however, that he still h.dk]‘uopes and asked that in cases this pro-
posal should be taken up again in the future, Ryusuke Miyazaki, if a young
man is suitable, ar Teisuke Aldyama, if an older person is preferred, be sent

to establish liaison between Japan and Chinaj armd he went home,

What he had in mind is that either Miyazaki or Akiyama can be re-
garded by Chiang Tso-Ping as one of his own, or, in other wards, they were
meni who could enter China by the kitchen doar,

Remembering Ting's words at this time, I tried to dispatch Miyaszald
ard Akiyama to Nanking upon the occurrence of the Lukouchiao Incident in July,

1937. They were detained by the military police on their way, Miyazaki at
Kobe and Akiyama in Tokyo. Although I immediately made arrangements with the
military, the military procrastinated their releass for a week, and the
Incident had spread and the opportunity was lost forever. The reason for the
detention of these men by the military was claimed to be suspicion of

esplonage, a laughable nonsense,
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Extracts from the memorandum, "EFFORTS FOR PEACE", by
AYAMARO KONOYE (pp. 3-5).

Meanwhile, Chiang Tso-Ping, in the summer of:; 1935531 “re-
member correctly, returned home temporarily. This had an import-
ant significance, for Chiang Tso-ping had been épproaching me with

a peace proposal between Japan end China since about the time I

moved to Kemakura-yama, His going home had the purpose of formu-
lating some concrete plans of peeace in full consultation with
Chiang Kai-shek.

At that time, Chianz Kei-shek was in Szechuan fighting the
Reds. Chiasng Tso-ping went there to stay with him at Chupking
for three weeks (or was it three months?) discussing peace prob-
lems. He sent Ting Sheo-jen to Japan with the plans thﬁs formu-
lated. On arrivinzg in Jepan, Ting came to see me at Karulzawa,

The crude outline of the peace proposal which he brought to

me was as follows:

1. The Menchurian problem will be lald aside for the time
N
| being (for it is impossible to disocuss the maqaﬁy in the present
| \ >t ‘
| atmosphere in China).

2. Yne relations between Japan and China will be plaeed upon

| the basis of equality, and as a result all unequal treaties will
be abolished, excepting those relating to Manchurla. Anti-Japan-
ese. education will be suppressed.

3, Japan and China will meke economic cooperation based on

-




equality and reciprocity.
L. Military agreement will be concluded depending upon the

results of economic cooperation. (In the event of signing a mili-
tary asgreement, Chieng Kai-shek himself will not be reluctant to
visit Japen.) Deing heartily satisfied with this plan, I promised
him to do my best for its realization.

Approving thils Chinese proposal, I saw Foreign Minister Hirota

in the Diet, informed him of the circumstances and asked him that

the government should make efforts to solve the Sino-Japanese
problem. While Hirota and the Foreign Office approved this pro-
posal, opposition came from among the military. They objected
to "laying aside the Manchurian problem" and insisted upon
"recognition" which embarassed Hirota.

Who was the war Minister at that time? If it was in the

Diet session before the February 26th Incident in 1936, the Min-
{ster must have been Hayashi or Kawashima; and if it was after
the formation of the Hirota Cabinet, it must have been Terauchl.
I believe it wes after the February 26th Incident.

‘ Heﬁring that the military was oppowed to the plan, Ting
Shao-jen was bitterly disappointed and came to inform me of his
decision to leave, Ting said, however, that he still had hopes
and asked that in case this proposal should be taken up again in
the future, Ryusuke Miyazaki, if a young man 1is suitable, or

Teisuke Akiyema, if an older person is preferred, be sent to

—— i SR = S ) 15




e

TN el wha, N S —

-__3_-"

establish liaison between Japen and China; and he went home.
What he had in mind is that either Miyazaki or hkiyama can
be regarded by “hiang Tso-ping as one of his own, OT, in other
words, they were men who could enter China by the kitchen-doorT.
Remembering Ting's words at this time, I tried to dispatch
Miyazaki and Akiyama to Nenking upon the occurrence of the

Lukouchiaso Incident in July, 1937. Llhey were detained Dy the

military police on thelr way, Miyazaki et Kobe and Akiyvama in
Tokyo; Although 1 immediately made arrangements with the military,
the military procrastinated their release for a week, and the
Incident had spread and the opportunity was lost forever. The

reason for the detention of these men by the military was claimed

to be suspicién of esplonage, & laughable nonsense.







