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D.fense Document 401 (11)

Statcs for o»n cmberec on tho oxmort of arms to bellige

kceping the United Stotes out of var. This support was base

fallacious concunt th-t the cntroucc of the Uidted Stztes into the jorld ‘lar
in 1917 had been brought about by the sale of arms to bclligercents. Undcr
the influence of this concept ~nd with the sh~dow of 2 nev Furopisn war on
thc horizon the Congrcss n2sscd 2 joint rcsolution in August 1935 providing
that upon thec outbrezk or during the progross of war pectvecn or among two or
more forcign states "the Trosident shall proclaim such tact, and it, shall
theraafter be unlavful to export =-ras, ammunition, or implements of war'

from the United St tes to 2ny belligerent country. This lcgisletion 2lso

contained provisions for the licensinge of =rms cxports, the prohibition of
the corriaze by United Stotes vessels ©f arms to belligcrunt states, nnd the

restriction of travel by United Sh-otoes citiz.ns on vesscls of belligerent

-

statcs. This joint resolution, known 28 tho Yeutrality lct, wes signed by .

Proeident Rooszvelt on Aupust 31, 1932. In sirning it thc Prosident said he

- L

hnd done so "becrusc it was intcnded s 20 ey-ression of the fixed desire of
the Covernment and the ncoole of the Unitcd St~tes to aveid any action T
vhich mizht involve us in wor", Howcver, he s~id thot the "inflexible" arins-
cmbrrgo provisions "might drog us intc war instcnd of kceping us out"; thot
no Congrzss and no Exccutbive could foresce nll poscible Ifuture situations.

L few months later Scerctary Hull, in roferring te the Neutrality
Lct, wsrned that to sssumc that by placing ar cmb-rgo on 2ris We Werc
meking oursclves sceurc from dorgers cf conflict with belligerent countries
was M"to closc our cycs to menifold dongers in other dircetions". He said
further thet cvery weor prescnted different circunstances and conditions which (
might have to be dezlt with differently; th~t, th.rcforc, there were
~pparent difficultics inhercnt in =ny ef 'ort to lzy down by lcgislative
cnactment Minclastic rulcs or rcgulstions to be anplicd to cvery situation
that mry arisc"; that the Exceutive shoculd not be unduly or unrcasonably s

handicapoed; that discretion could wiscly be given the Fresident.,
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