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UNITED STATES ARVY TCRUES, PACIFIC
WAR CR1MES BRANCH

18 February 1946 P’
MEMORANDUM TO: Prosecution Section (Report No, 207) '
THRU: Executive Officer, War Crimes Branch i

SUBJECT Deaths of thirty-seven American prisoners of war
at Gapan, Nueva Ecija Province, Luzon, P.,I., in
May and June 1942,
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IT. SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE:

In May 1942, about two hundred American prisoners of
war were brought to Gapan and stayed for a period of approximatel;
two months. During this time, thirty-seven of them died and were |
buried in the cemetery of Gapan (R 4, 6). The Americans were
sickly when they arrived (R 19, 20), and continued to suffer from
dysentery, diarrhea, malaria, beri-beri and malnutrition (R 5, 9,
16, 20). ' The Japanese became alarmed at the high death rate and
called in a Filipino doctor. The Japanese told the doctor not to
use medicine that was useful to the army or civilians. However,
he treated them with medicine of his own. The Americans began to
improve and he was prevented from giving further aid (R 5, 6).

The prisoners were poorly clothed, most of them only having an
undershirt, drawers, and sometimes overalls (R 9, 13). They

were underfed, part of the time receiving "kangkong" leaves, pig-
skin, squash, a little dried fish, and an insufficient amount of
rice (R 9, 13, 17, 20). The natives were prevented from alding
the prisoners and were punished when caught giving them food or
cigarettes (R 10,14,17,21). The evidence shows that the Japanese
had eggs and meat to eat and gave the Americans only what was lefi

(R 20).

Some of the prisoners worked at the Japanese garrison
and were mistreated if they rested or asked for more food (R 8, 9 .
Others worked at the Gapan Bridge at duties difficult to perform
because of their physical condition (R 9). Forty or fifty men a
day hauled gravel, stone and sand in sacks for road and bridge
repair (R 14, 16). Some of them were required to dig canals
(R 13). The prisoners were whipped, slapped and kicked when they
were unable to do the work recuired (R 13, 14). All of the
witnesses agree that the work required was too strenuous for men
4n their condition (R 9, 14, 16). The Japanese even refused to
allow a priest to visit the dying prisoners (R 15).
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