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EAIRY STEVART GARDINER,

ﬁﬁ? LY 35:,

NX.34480 Cpl. Harry Stewart Gardiner, being duly sworn, gives the
following evidence:

My full name is Harry Stewart Gardiner. 1Yy home address is lMountain
Glen. Gulgong, New Scuth Tales,

I was first taken prisoner on 15 February 1942 and was imprisoned in
Changi until about May 1942. y

a—

In May 1942 I went to Victoria Point, Burma, and was there until about
Aupgust 1942. .
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In August 1942 I vent to Tavoy by boat.

In Qctober 1942 ;e went up to Mpulmein by bdoat.

77e arrived at L Kilo camp in about October and vere there until the
end of February 1943. There vere 1000 sustralians there under Major Green. Ve
had a fair amount of rice and e ivere alloved tvo amaull beasts; thce Jayanesco
took about half and left us the remainder. C(ur huts had bamboo slat decking
and ere not sufficient to prevent the veather coming in., "€ had no mosquito
nets. e ere enpsapged in building a railvay cmbankment and bridges. At the
beginning, we hed to do one cubic metre perman each day; we hed to dig 1t out
and cart the dirt up on to the embankment. This usually took us from about sunris
until about four or five o'clock in the afterncon. - Th¢ health of the men was
fairly good althouph a few werc sick with dysentery and tropical ulcers., Ye had
no footwear -emd were forced to go to vvork barefooted. The Japanese engineers
vere fairly decent and the puards alsc did not cause us any troube.

From 4 Tilo we went to 14 ¥Kilo camp; there iwere about 1000 Australians
altogether. The food was insufficicnt here and the men began to suffer from
starvation and malnutrition, Our accommodation was similar to vhat we had
before &nd we still had to go to work with bare feet, Ve vere now required to
do 1.7 cubic metres per man per day and as ve vere digring in some pretty deep
cuttings, the work was vory much harder, One man died from dysentery and the
Japunese also btegen to bash the men at this canlp., They said wve wvere lagging on
the job and not doing sufficicnt vork; e were belted with bamboos. Capt. Mull,
Sprs Bell and another fellow tried to escape from the camps Cne contracted
dysentery the first night he vas out so he lay out for ten days to give the
others a chance of getting avay and then he gave himself up. He was shot. The
other two reached the Seluyn Rlver,'\here Capt. Mull was shot and Spr. Bell vas
shot in the shoulder.

Yhile at 4 ¥ilo camp, Driver thitfield tried to escape. He iwas taken
to Thambaisait and I ivas there hen he came in., e heard that he, had been
pardoned but one mornings I went up to the end of our hut vhere thitfiecld was
boiling a billy to mske tea. The Japanese came up i'ith a lorry and four men with
a corporal, and vere arned with rifles and carried a coffin, They grabbed
“hitfield, tied his hands behind him and drove off with him in the truck to the
cemetery. There was lovy bush between us und the cemetery and the Japanese put
guards with fixed bayonets®slong there to stop us going across into the cemetery.
Then ve hecard shots and the truck came back without ¥hitfield and the coffin,
¥e did not sce him spain, Spr. Rell vas also brousht back to Thambaisait and shot
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As a result of the men escaping the Tap.nese took Capt., '‘lcst, the orderly
officer of the day, into the junglc and flogred him with a bull's penis vhich
had been dried and hud a virc shoved down through it. I sairr him after the
flogging and he vwes very bedly hurt; he had weals all over hin, The doctor
treated hinm but bu storcd i the camp. He rceovercd from the beating.

From 1) File w< veat to 75 Kilo and rcmaincd therc uniil March or
April 1943. Our food occamz vorse end wvas absolutely insufficicnt, with the
result that thc mcn began to go dowmn in hcalth, The Japancsc lincd up the sick
and thc guard went through thc men himself and picked out thosc vhom he thought
should go to work; as a result, many sick mecn ere forecd to srork. The accormo-
dation was thc samc as we had before and we wore very much overcrowded. Therc
vas a lot of dyscntery and wc contracted a junglc fever which vas very bad.
Tropical ulcers also gave us trouble, Thc rcally bad casecs * erc shifted dowmn to
Thambaisait. The sick men vho verc made to tork werc somctimcs unable to ivork,
and in such casecs thc Japancsz slapped them end tried to force them to irork;
howecver, no scverc bcatings were administcrcd in this camp,

Vio left 75 Xilo at the beginning of the wet scason, about May or
Junc, and marched to 105 Kilo, That vas a very bad march and we had no focd,
It took us a day and a half to narch the 30 kilomctres. Thosc vho were rcally
sick vere lcft behind at 75 ¥ilo but the ramsinder werc rade to do the march.
Quitc a few collapscd on the road; sonc of these were put into trucks while
others werc helpcd along by Their matces,

flc reacked 105 Xilo in about May or June and lcft therc on 28 Deecmber
1943. Here ¢ found thc food to be practically non-cxistent. i'e had to go back
to 95 Kilo and carry thc supplics up ocurselves, The men corntinued to go dowva in
healths, Tropical ulccrs, focver and dyscntery sct in pretty badly and there iias
not sufficient room in the R.A.D. to hold all the men. There was absolutely
ncthing with vhich they could bec trcatcd. In fact, I was on sick parade nysclf
onc morning ihen Capt. Hipging, the Medical Officer, told onc of thu lads,
"] am sorry, but therc is littlc I can do for you. Thcrc is sorc charcoal,
samc sulphur and some line. You can takc your pick, but none of it will de you
any good," I did not kaovw of anyonc vho was rcally sick being forecd to cork,
but those vith only wminor complainis verc forced out., (ur accomiodation twas tho
sam> as wo had had all along and ve werc still very tmch overcrovded. The
~oof's leakecd and wetcr reced through the huts; we vere vet all th. timc. We
had very little clothes and no boots, which resultecd in most of the tropical
ulccrs, I had onc bzeting beceause I had an ulcer and did not so to vork. The
doctor said hc would put 1 on camp duty, but the Japunese lined us up and
said I +:as nol sick cznough to get off vork; I was thon hit with a barpoo.
Therc vere more beatiags in that canp than in any other camp ¢ had bzen in. but
rnonc was very scricus., The Japanesc uscd to go through the sick paradc in the
norning and the guard would pick those men vho had to go to work. A canp was
opcned at 55 Kilo and all thc scrious cases terc sent back thcre.

3 From 105 Kilo wc went to Tamakan, in Thailand, vherc we arrivced on
.Nev Year's Day, 1944.
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INCIDSNT - ACCUSED
JUDGE AIBZRT FILLI.IS :
The vndersigned reqrvests the consideration of Docuvment # 5035 3
(describe): .

2 Excerpts from records of evidence of Cpl. HhrEF'Stowart
Gardiner - Sdugapene.snd Burma-Thailand Ry. and BURMA
(Originals of records also herewith) '

for introdvection in evidence (specify purpose)
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TO THE DCCUMBNT OFFICHR:

The above docrvment hes been
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