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“SIX CHAPTERS OF A FIQATING

LIFE”
by SHEN FU

Rendered into Englisk by LIN YUTANG
CHAPTER FOUR:

THE JOYS OF TRAVEL

“We can get a beautiful view of the
moon from the terrace,” Hsierh suggested to
me. I then crawled out through a window
over the hatchway and reached what was
the top of the stern. The deck was bounded
on three sides with low railings. A full
moon was shining from a clear sky on the
wide expanse of water, wineboats were ly-
ing here and there like floating leaves, and
their lights dotted the water surface like
stars in the firmament, Through this pie-
ture, small sampans were threading their
way and the music of string instruments and
song was mixed with the distant rumble of
the waves. I felt quite moved and said,
“This is the reason why ‘one shouldn’t visit
Kwangtung in one’s youth!”” Unfortunate-
Iy my wife Yiin was not able to accompany
me here.® I turned round and looked at Hsi-
erh and saw that her face resembled Yiin’s
under the hazy moonlight, and 1 escorted
her back to the cabin, put out the light and

went to bed.

8Yiin was living then, for the story is not told
in chronological order from chapter to chapter, as
the reader might gsuppose—T'r.
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Next morning Hsiufeng and the other
friends appeared at the cabin early at dawn.
I hastily put on my gown and got up to
meet them, but was scolded by everyone for
deserting them last night. “I was afraid of
you people teasing me at night and was only
trying to get a little privacy,” I explained.
Then we went home together,

# A few days after this, I went with Hsiu-
feng to visit the Sea Pearl Temple. This
was situated in the middle of the river and
surrounded like a city by walls with gun-
holes about five feet from the water in which
were placed cannon for defense against
pirates. As the tide rose and fell the gun-
holes seemed to shift up and down above the
water level-—an optical illusion which was
truly amazing. The *“Thirteen Foreign
Firms”’ were situated on the west of the
Yulanmen or Secluded Orchid Gate, the
building structures looking just like those in
a foreign painting. Across the water was
a place called the “Garden Patch,” being full
of flower trees, for it was the flower market
of Canton. I had always prided myself on
knowing every variety of flower, but here I
found that thirty or forty per cent of the
flowers were unknown to me. I asked for
their names and found that some of them
were never recorded in the Ch'infangp'u
(“Dictionary of Flowers”), perhaps accoun-
table through the difference of dialects. $

» The Sea Screen Temple was built on a
gigantic scale, Inside the temple gate, there
was a banyan tree over ten fathoms in cir-
cumference, whose thick everygreen foliage
looked like a green umbrella. The railings
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and pillars of this temple were all made of
“iron-pearwood.” There was a linden tree
whose leaves resembled those of the persim-
mon. One could scrape off the outer surface
of these leaves after immersing them in
water for some time, when the network of
the fibre could be seen as fine as the wings
of a cicada, and have them bound up into
little voiumes for the purpose of copying
Buddhist texts. &

We looked for Hsi-erh among the flower
boats on our way home, and it happened
that both Ts'uiku and Hsi-erh were free.
After having a cup of tea, we were going
to leave but were begged again and again
to stay. I had a mind to go to the loft
again, but it was occupied at the time by a
guest of Big Missie’s, the widow’s daughter-
in-law. So I suggested to the widow that
if the girls could come along to our house,
I would be glad to spend an evening with
them. The widow agreed, and Hsiufeng re-
turned home first to oder a dinner, while 1
followed later with the girls. While we were
chatting and joking together, our landlord
Wang Moulao unexpectedly turned up and
was therefore asked fo join us. We were
just raising the wine-cups to our lips, when
we heard a great noise of people downstairs,
as if some men were attempting to come up.
What really happened was that our landlord
had a ne’er-do-well nephew who had learnt
that we had invited sing-song girls to the
house and was trying tc blackmail us.
Hsiufeng said regretfully, “This all comes
of Sanpo’st® sudden desire for some fun. I
10 Author’s name, &
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shouldn’t have followed his example.”
“This is no time for argument,” I said.
“We must think of some ways and means
to get out of the situation.” Moulao offered
to go down and speak to the people while
I instructed the servants to order two sedan-
chairs for the girls to slip away first, and
then see how we could manage to get out
of the city. We learnt that the people couid
not be persuaded to leave the house, nor were
they coming up. ®Meanwhile, the two sedan-
chairs were ready, and I ordered my ser-
vant, who was a strong, agile fellow, to lead
the way ; Hsiufeng followed him with Ts’uiku,
while I and Hsi-erh brought up the rear; thus
we rushed downstairs, intending to break
through. With the help of the servant,
Hsiufeng and Ts'uiku disappeared outside
the door, but Hsi-erh was caught by some-
one, I raised my leg and kicked the fellow’s
arm. Released from the hold, Hsi-erh dash-
ed out and I escaped after her. My servant
was standing guard at the door to prevent
the rascals from pursuing ‘us.

“Have you seen Hsi-erh?’ 1 asked my
servant.

“Ts’'uiku has gone ahead in a sedan-
chair,” replied the servant, “and I have seen
Hsi-erh come out also, but haven’t seen her
going into a sedan-chair.”

I then lighted a torch and saw that the
empty sedan-chair was still standing there.
Hurriedly I rushed to the Chinghai Gate and
saw Hsiufeng standing there by the side of
Ts’uiku’s sedan-chair. “In answer to my
enquiry about Hsi-erh, he said that she
might have gone off in an opposite direction
by mistake. Quickly I turned back and
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3

passed a dozen houses before I heard some-
| body -calling to me from a dark corner. 1
held up the light and saw it was it was
indeed herself. I then put her in a sedan-
chair and was starting, when Hsiufeng rush-
ed to the place and informed me that there
was a water-gate at the Yulanmen, and that
he had asked somebody to tribe the gate-
keeper.

“Ts’uiku has gone ahead, and Hsi-erh
should follow immediately,” he said.

“You leave the girls in my care, while
you go home and try to talk the rascals
down,” 1 told Hsiufeng.

When we arrived at the water-gate, it

had indeed been opened for us, and Ts'uiku
had been waiting thtre. Holding Hsi-erh
with my left arm and Ts'uiku with my right,
I crawled out of the water-gate with them
like fugitives. There was a light shower
and.the roads were slippery, and when we
reached Shamen, the place was still full of
music and song. Someone in a sampan
knew Ts’uiku and called out to her to come
aboard. :
Only after going down the boat did I
discover that Hsi-erh’s hair was all dishevell-
ed and all her hairpins and bangles had dis-
appeared.

“Why, have you been robbed?’ T asked.

“No,” she smiled. *“I was told that they
are all solid gold and they belong te my
adopted mother. I secretly put them away
in my pocket as we were coming downstairs.
It would be awful if I were robbed and you
had to pay for the loss.”

I heard what she said and felt very
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grateful to her. 1 then asked her to dress
up again and not to tell her adopted mother
about the whole incident, but merely to say
that there were too many people in our
house and that she preferred to come back
to the boat. Ts'uiku told this to her mother
accordingly, adding that they had had a full
dinner and wanted only some congee.

By this time the guest at the loft had
already left and the widow asked Ts'uiku
also to accompany me to the room. I noticed
that Ts’uiku’s and Hsi-erh’s embroidered
shoes were already wet through and covered
with mud ¢ We three then sat down to have
some congee together, in default of a proper
evening meal. During the conversation un-
der the candle-light, I learned that Ts’uiku
came from Hunan and Hsi-erh from Honan,
and that Hsi-erh’s real family name was
Ouyang, but that after the death of her
father and the remarriage of her mother,
she had been sold by a wicked uncle of hers.
Ts’uiku told me how hard the sing-song girls’
life was: they had to smile when not happy,
had to drink when they couldn’t stand the
wine, had to keep company when they
weren’t feeling well, and had to sing when
their throats were tired;besides, there were
people of a rough sort who would, at the
slightest dissatisfaction, throw wine-pots,
overturn tables and indulge in loud abuse
and on.top of that, the girls might receive
all the blame, as far as the woman keeper
was concerned. There were also ill-bred
customers who must continue’ their horse-
play throughout the night until it was quite
unbearable. She said that Hsi-erh was
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young and had just arrived, and the woman
was very kind to her on that account.
While recounting all her troubles, some tears
had unconsciously down Ts'uiku’s cheeks,
and Hsi-erh was also weeping silently. 1
then took Hsi-erh in my lap and comforted
her, while I asked Ts’uiku to sleep in the
outer room because she was a friend of
Hsiufeng’s. '

From this time on, they would send for
us every five or ten days, and sometimes Hsi-
erh would come personally in a sampan to
the river bank to welcome me. Every time
I went, I had Hsiufeng for company, without
asking any other guests or hiring another
boat, and this cost us only four dollars a
night. Hsiufeng used to go from one girl
to another, or “jump the trough,” in the
sing-song slang, and sometimes even had two
girls at the same time, while I stuck only
to Hsi-erh. Sometimes I went alone and
either had a little drink on the deck,or a
quiet talk at the. loft. I did not ask he ¥.o
sing, or compel her to drink, being most con-
siderate to her, and we felt very happy to-
gether. . The other girls all envied her, and
some of them, while unoccupied and learn-
ing that I was at the loft, would come and
visit me. Thus I came to know every single
one of them there, and when I went up the
boat, I was greeted with a chorus of wel-
come. I had enough to do to give each a
courteous reply, and this was a welcome
that could not be bought with tens of thou-
sands of dollars,

{To be Continued)
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