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Preface

ﬁ/‘-—(:// Ze. 7,’4; Loieese Pooys-raunes il

This volume represents the effort of an amateur in musie to write down same of the more

popular songs of his people in a form that will be intelligible to musie-lovers all over the world.

Musie is the language of the heart. 1t is, therefore, one of the best avenues to the understanding

and appreciation of a people. Unfortunately, the musieal notation of China is intelligible only to

those who have made a special study of it. This book is an attempt, in & very humble way, to
overcome this difficulty.

In this collection, the aim is to place before the music-loving public a variety of Chinese
songs known widely among our people. The compiler has selected some of hiz material from
Chinese musie books. But as most of the old popular songs of China are not written down at all,
he has hand to depend upon his own travelsand pick up what he likesfrom temples, street-singers,
and country folks. One difficulty encountered in this method of collection was that mno two
persons will sing the same song alike in every detail. He has, therefore, generally selected the
version that appeals to his ear the most.

The name of this book is ““Songs of the People’. Songs of the Chinese people cover a
variety of fopics. To begin with, the Chinese people are great lovers of the quiet beauty of
nature. So many of our songs sing of mountains and running brooks, of moonlit gardens, of the
birds and the flowers. Another theme of our peopies’ songs is love. But Chinese love songs are
different from the Iove songs of the West. Western love songs express a yearning for the beloved;
in China where in the past love came after marriage, the love songs are either expressions of
longing for an absent 1gver, or of yearning for love which has as yet no concrete personification.
A third theme represents the laments of young girls who are sold either into domestic slavery or
a8 singing girls. And, finally, the popular legends of the Chinese people provide a back-ground
for many folk songs.

The volume opens with an instrumental piece entifled ‘‘Plum Blossoms” which was
thought to be composed by a romantic Chinese lady of the Sung Dynasty. ‘‘Plum Blossoms™
contains three movements and & coda. The theme of the first movement is “‘Green Buds on a
Cool Hillside.”” ‘The theme for the second movement is ‘‘Flickering Shadows under the Plum
Trees’ and ““Plum Flowers Profusely Bloom’’ is the theme for the third movement. The coda
which is played fast has for its theme ‘““The Joyous Light of Spring.”” This piece i3 a great
favorite of Chinese orchestras.

“Plum Blossoms’ is followed by a suite of 8 songs taken from the Confucian Temple
Musie, The first piece is used o welecome the spirits. The second piece opens the sacrifice. The
third piece is chanted in the middle of the sacrifice and the fourth piece at the end. The fifth
plece iz used when the sacrificial feast is being removed and the last piece is a farewell to the
spirits. ‘These have the slow chanting nature of Gregorian Church musie.

There is also a group of songs in the book which represents different sections of China.
Thus Nos. 4, 15, and 16 are better known in North China than in other parts. South China is
represented by the song of the ‘‘Water Lilies” (No. 13). Nos. 6, 12, and 19 are common airs in
East China, ‘“The Five Watches of the Night’’ (No. 17) is known practically ali over China,



The collection also includes a Buddhist ckant (No. 9), several romantic love songs (Ncs.
8, 7, and 10), & beggar’s plaintive wail (No. 18), two wedding chants (Nes. 20A and 20B), an
exquisite lullaby (No, 8) ete. *“The Ten Sighs™ (No. 11) represents that group of pathetic songs
which depict the life of girls wLo bhave Leen sold to beccme to singing girfs or demestic slaves,
No. 5 is a song of the disillusioned person who would like to escage frcm the busy haunis of men
and lead a free untrammelled life close to nature.

The compiler has taken two liberties with the songs he has collected. In China to-day,
there is a distinet lack of songs which can be used as popular or patriotic songs suitable for group
singing. Therefore in this volume, while preserving faithfully the original airs, he has adapted
some of the songs to new words like in Nos. 12, 18, 14, 17, and 21, It is bis hope that others
will follow this lead and adapt new words fo old Chinese songs. Thus a kedy of popular songs
suitable for all occasions will be gradually developed.

A second liberty he has taken is to write a Christian bymn to a Buddhist chant (No. 10).
The music used in the Chinese Church to-day is almost entirely Western. Ry careful selection,
many of the old folk songs of China can be adapted for Church use, Perhaps this would be the
beinning of Chinese Church musie.

Lastly, a word of apology. The accompaniments and harmonies in this bock are writfen
by the compiler himself who has never had any training in music. Therefore, he pleads for
leniency for all the laws of harmony that he has broken in this ecllection. )

T. Z. Xoo.
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The Sacrifice begins
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The Sacrifice ends
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The Sacrificial Feast is removed
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Love’'s Lament
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Away! Life's cares
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A Chinese Lullaby
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We praise Thee, 0 God.
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A Tove Song
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Song of May Fourth
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The Little White Cabbage
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The Beggar’s Wail
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A Wedding Chant (Part 1)
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A Wedding Chant (Part 11)
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