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In CONGRESS,
M A Y 2d, 1778.

R E SOIV E D,

THAT the Committee appointed to fuperintend the

publicatioft of the Journals of Congrefs be impowered

and inftrudled to employ John DuNLAPto continue

to print the faid Journals, inftead of Robert Aitken.

Extra6l from the Minutes

j

CHARLES THOMSON, Secretary,
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JOURNALS
OF

CONGRESS.
Monday, January i, 1776.

ALetter from governor Trumbull, dated the twenty-third of

December, being received, was read.

The Congrefs took into confideration the report of the commit-

tee on captain Selleck's petition, which was agreed to, as follows

:

That tl^gy have maturely confidered the petition, and have exa-

mined captain Simeon Selleck particularly thereon, and are of o-

pinion, th|^ the petitioner be allowed, as a compenfation for hi?

cxpences, trouble and rifle in taking the goods at Turtlebay, for

the ufe of the United Colonies, the fum of 333 dollars and one-

third ; and that the committee of Fairfield be direfted to take into

their poifeflion, for the ufe of the faid Colonies, all the goods ta-

ken by captain Selleck, which are not already delivered by him,

and to forward the two boxes of faltpetre, now in captain Sel-

leck's cuftody, to the powder-mill in Ulfter county, to be manu-
faftured into gun-powder, for the Continental fervfce.

The Congrefs taking into confideration the report of the com-
mittee on Lord Stirling's letters, after debate thereon,

Refolved, That it be recommitted.

The Congrefs proceeded to the eleftion of an adjutant for the

battalion raifed in Pennfylvania, and the ballots being taken, and
examined,

John Patterfon was elefted.

Refolved, That the Frefident fign commiflions to the field-

©fRcers appointed by the Provincial Congrefs of North-Carolina,

to command the two battalions, directed to be raifed in that co-

lony by this Congrefs, and that fuch commiflions bear like date

with thofe iffued to the faifd officers by the faid Provincial Con •

"grefs of North-Carolina.

Vol. IL A Refolved,
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Refolved, That, in cafe of vacancy occafioned by the death or

Removal of a colonel or inferior officer, the Provincial Convention
of North-Carolina, or, in their recefs, the Provincial Council,

appoint anotlier perfon to fill up fuch vacancy, until a commiffion
fhall ifTue from this Congrefs •, and that they return to this Con-
grefs a lift of the names of the perfon or perfons fo appointed.

The Delegates of New-York, having received new powers from
their Convention, laid the fame before Congrefs, as follows:

" In Provincial Congress, Nenu-Tork, December 21, 1775.

" Refolved, That the prefent Delegates of this colony in Con'
tinental Congrefs be requefted to make fuch an arrangement a-

mong themfelves, as that five of them only continue at Congrefs,

and reprefent this colony at any one time ; and that in cafe of the

neceflary abfence of any one or two of the Delegates fo attending,

according to fuch arrangement, that three or four of them be a

(Quorum, and enabled to reprefent the colony during fuch abfence.
" A true Copyfrom the Minutes,

John M'Kesson, Secretavj.^*

The committee to whom the letters from General Wafhingtott,

and the intercepted letters were referred, brought in their report,

which being taken into confideration, the Congrefs came to the

following refolutions.

Refolved, That the prefident of the Provincial council of North

-

Carolina, and of Georgia \q requefted to procure committees of

their feveral bodies to repair immediately to Charles-town, and

there to confer with a committee of the Council of Safety of South-

Carolina upon weighty and important matters relative to the de-

fence and fecurity of thefe colonies.

Refolved, That it appears, the Britifh miniftry and their agents

have meditated and are preparing to make attacks upon Charles-

town in South-Carolina, and feveral places in Virginia and pro-

bably in North-Carolina; and that it be recommended to the con*

ventions or committees of fafety of the two former colonies, and

to the Provincial Council of the other by all poffible means to

make a vigorous defence and oppofition ; and that it be farther

recommended to the Committee of Safety of Virginia and the Pro-

vincial Council of North-Carolina to meet together and confer and

conclude upon fuch operations, as they may think moft for their

mutual intereft.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Tuesday, January 2, 1776.

The committee of claims reported, that there is due,

To James Chambers, the fum of 25.S dollars for his exr

fences from Cambridge.
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To Judah Alden, 50 dollars, advanced on account of expences

in attending the French gentlemen.

Ordered, That the above be paid.

Refolded, That general Schuyler be direfted to have brigadier

"general Prefect, lately made prifoner by the Continental forces in

Canada, taken into cuflody, and fafely and fecurely kept until

the further orders of this Congrefs.

Refolved, That a copy of the above be fent immediately to ge-

neral Schuyler ; and that the general be informed by letter of the

reafons which induced the Congrefs to give fuch orders.

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due to Eg-
bert Dumond, on account of expences in bringing the prifoners,

taken at St. Johns, from Kingfton, in New-York government,
' to Lancafter, in Pennfylvania, the fum of 2326.2 dollars.

Ordered, That the fame be paid.

The Congrefs took into conlideration the report of the commit-
tee on the petition of captains Paddock and Coffin, and after de-

bate,

Refolved, That the prayer of fald petition be not granted.

The committee on the ftateofNew York brought in their re-

port, which was read.

The report of captain Motte, with regard to the difpofition of

the officers taken prifoners at St. Johns, was laid before Congrefs,

and read.

The committee, to whom the report on Lord Stirling's letters

was recommitted, brought in their report, which being taken in-

to confideration, the Congrefs thereupon came to the following

refolutions.

Refolved, That the Prefident acquaint his lordfhip, that the

Congrefs has provided againft the inconvenience of vexatious ar-

refts of the men inlifting in the Continental fervice.

Refolved, That tlie barracks in the colony of New-Jerfey be
•prepared for the reception of fuch of the battalions as may not be
•in readinefs to proceed to New-York, and that the minifterial

troops or prifoners at prefent occupying them, be accommodated
in the faid colony, in fuch manner as the Committee of Safety

for faid colony fliall think mofl prudent and convenient.

That Mr. Lowry, the commiffary, be diredled to fupply the

faid battalions with llockings, and that the delegates for the co-

lony of New-Jerfey tranfmit to Lord Stirling fix dozen printed

icopies of the articles of war.

That confidering not only the defencelefs condition of the co-

lony of New-Jerfey for want of ammunition in cafe of an hoftile in-

vafion of that colony, but the evident want of the afliftance of y
thofe battalions for the defence of New-York, where an attack of

the enemy is moft probably to be apprehended, a requifition be

made
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made by the Congrefs to the Committee of Safety of Pennfylvania

of four hundred weight of powder for the faid battalions.

That the fame firewood, camp equipage and barrack utenfils

be allowed to each of the New-Jerfgy battalions as are allowed to

the battalion raifed in Pennfylvania.

That the hundred ftand of arms fupplied by the colony of

New -York for the New-Jerfey battalions, be paid for by the

Convention of New-Jerfey ; and that, in order to enable the faid

Convention to make fuch payment, as well as to furnifli fuch of

the men belonging to the faid battalions, as are yet unprovided,

with arms, the farther fum of looo dollars be advanced to the faid

Convention ; and that the price of the arms be deducted out of the

wages of the privates belonging to the faid battalions.

That Lord Stirling be direfted to feize and fecure all the am-
munition and warlike ftores belonging to the enemy, which now-

are or hereafter may be imported into the colony of New-Jerfey,

and keep them till he fhall receive the orders of Congrefs refpeA-

ing them : And further that he do, from time to time, give aid

and protection to all the friends of America, who may be employ-

ed in importing into the faid colony ammunition, or other commo-
dities not prohibited by the affociation and refolves of this Con-
grefs.

Whereas it has been represented to this Congrefs, that divers

honell and well meaning, but un-informed, people in thefe Colo-

nies have, by the art and addrefs of minifterial agents, been de-

ceived and drawn into erroneous opinions refpefting the American
caufe, and the probable iffue of the prefent conteft;

Refolved, That it be recommended to the different Committees^

and other friends to American liberty, in the faid Colonies, to

treat all fuch perfons with kindnefs and attention ; to confider

them as the inhabitants of a country determined to be free, and to

view their errors as proceeding rather from want of information

than want of virtue or public fpirit ; to explain to them the origin,

nature and extent of the prefent controverfy ; to acquaint them
with the fate of the numerous petitions prefented to his majefty,

as well by AfTemblles as Congreffes, for reconcIHatio nand redrefs

of grievances ; and that the laft from' this Congrefs, humbly re-

xjuefting the fingle favour of being heard, like all the others, has

proved unfuccefsful j to unfold to them the various arts of admi-

niftration to enfnare and enflave us, and the manner in which we
have been cruelly driven to defend, by arms, thofe very rights,

liberties and ellates, which we and our forefathers hadfo long en-

joyed unmolefted in the reigns of his prefent majefty's predecefTors.

And it is hereby recommended to all Conventions and Alfemblles

in thefe Colonies liberally to diftribute among the people the pro-

ceedings of this and the former Congrefs, the late fpeeches of the

great patriots in both houfes of parliament relative to American
grievances^
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grievances, and fuch other pamphlets and papers as tend to eluci-

-date the merits of the American caufe, the Congrefs being fully

perfuaded that the more our right to the enjoyment of our ancient

liberties and privileges is examined, the more juil and neceflary our

prefent oppofition to minifterial tyranny will appear.

And with refpeft to ail fuch unworthy Americans as, regardlefs

of their duty to their Creator, their country and their poflerity,

have taken part with our opprefTors, and, influenced by the

hope or poffeffion of ignominious rev/ards, ftrive to recommend
themfelves to the bounty of adminiftration, by mifr^pi-efenting

and traducing the condu£l and principles of the friends of Ameri-

can liberty, and oppoiing every meafure formed for its preferva-

tion and fecurity.

Refolved, That it be recommended to the different AfTemblies,

Conventions and Committees or Councils of Safety in the United

Colonies, by the moft fpeedy and efFeftual meafures to frullrate

the mifchievous machinations, and I'eftrain the wicked praftices of

ihefe men : And it is the opinion of this Congrefs, that they
ought to be difarmed, and the more dangerous among them ei-

ther kept in fafe cuilody, or bound with fufficient fureties to

their good behaviour.

And in order that the faid AfTemblies, Conventions, Commit-
tees or Councils of Safety may be enabled with greater eafe and
facility to carry this refohition into execution,

Refolved, Thatthey be authorized to call to their aid whatever

Continental .troops, ftationed in or near their refpefcive Colonies,

may be conveniently fpared from their more immediate duty; and
the commanding officers of fuch troops are hereby direfted to af-

ford the faid Aifenjblies, Conventions, Committees or Councils of

Safety all fuch affiil.ance in executing this refolution, as they may
require, and which, confiftent with the good of the fervice, may
be fupplied.

Refolved, That all detachments of Continental troops, which
may be ordered on the bufinefs in the foregoing i-efolution men-
tioned, be, while fo employed, under the diredlion and controul

of the AfTemblies, Conventions, Committees or Councils of Safe-

ty aforefaid.

Refolved, That it be recommended to all the United Colonies,

to aid each other (on requeft fi-cm their refpeftive AfTemblies,

Conventions, Committees, or Councils of fafety and County Com-
mittees) on every emergency, and to cultivate, cherifh and in-

creafe the prefent happy and neceffary union, by a continual inter-

change of mutual good offices.

And whereas the execrable barbarity, with which this unhappy
war has been condnfted on the part of our enemies, fuch as burn-
ing our defencelefs towns and villages, expofing their inhabitants,

tyithout regard to fex or age, to all the miferies which lofs of pro-

perty,-
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perty, the rigour of the feafon, and inhuman devaftation can in-

fli6l, exciting domeftic infurre&ions and murders, bribing favages

to defolate our frontiers, and cafting fuch of us as the fortune of
war has put in their power, into goals, there to languiih in irons

and in want, compelling the inhabitants of Bofton, ifl violation of

the treaty, to remain confined within the town expofed to the in-

folence of the foldiery, and other enormities, at the mention of

which decency and humanity will ever bludi, may juflly provoke

the inhabitants of thefe Colonies to retaliate,

Refolved, That it be recommended to them to continue mindful

that humanity ought to diftinguifh the brave, that cruelty fhould

find no admiflion among a free people, and to take care that no page

in the annals of America be ftained by a recital of any action

which juilice or chriftianity may condemn, and to reft affured that

whenever retaliation may be neceffary or tend to their fecurity,thi3

Congrefs will undertake the difagreeable taflc.

Refolved, That the Affemblies, Conventions, or Committees, or

Councils of fafety be requefted forthwith to tranfmit to this Con-

jrrefs, copies of all the petitions, memorials, and remonftrances,

which have been by the refpeftive colonies prefented to the throne

or either houfe of parliament, hnce the year 1762, and that they

jilfo inform the Congrefs, whether any and whatanfwers were giv-

en to them.

Refolved, That Mr. Bartlettbe appointed one of the Committee

of claims, in the room of Mr. Langdon, and Mr. S. Adams, in

the room of Mr. Cufhing, who have leave of abfence.

Adiourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Wednesday, January 3, 1776.

A letter from general Wafhington, dated the 25th of December^

with fund<-y papers enclofed, was read.

The Committee of fafety for Pennfylvania having recommended

fundry gentlemen to be field officers of the four battalions ordered

to be ralfed in faid colrny, the Congrefs proceeded to the eledion

of colonels, and the ballots being taken and examined, the follow-

ino- g-entlemen were chofen,

Arthur St. Clair, Efq. John Shee, Efq. Anthony Waine, Efq.

Robert Magaw, Efq.
r , o .

The Congrefs taking into confideration the report ot the becret

Committee, came to the following refolutions :

Refolved, That the following goods and ftores ought to be im-

ported as foon as poflible, for the ufe of the United Colonies, viz.

6o,oco ftriped blankets.

120,000 yards of l cloths, brown and blue, from 3/ to 6Hter.

10,000 yards of do. different colours for facings, at 4^-.

3,000 pieces of duffils, or fome fuch cloth.

100 m. forted needles.
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< 50 m. do. none fine.

- 10 m. do. for fail-cloth.

3,odo pieces of raven's duck.

. 3,000 pieces ticklenburgs.

1,500 pieces oznaburgs.

1,000 pieces vitrey.

4,000 pieces Hamburg dowla*^.

20,000 Hand of arms.

300 tons of lead.

ijOOOjOOO of flints.

1500 boxes of tin, and wire properly forted for it.

Medicines, furgeon's inftruments, lint and bandages, in the

whole to the amount of^ 2000 flerling.

500 ilieets of copper of different forts.

Rejohed, That the Secret Committee be empowered and direfted

to purfue the molt effeftual meafures for importing the foregoing

articles.

Refohed, That the farther confideration of this report be poft-

poned.

The Committee of claims reported that there is due.

To capt. Edward Motte, for expences, ^c. in conducing the

prifoners taken at St. John's, from Kingflon, in the colony of

New-York, to Lancafter, in Pennfylvania, a ballance of 367.7
dollars.

To Robert Erwin, waggon-mafler, for carriage of cloathing

and medicines to Dobb's ferry and to Cambridge, 222.6 dollars.

Ordered, That the faid accounts be paid.

The Committee on the Hate of New-York brought in a farther

report, which being taken into confideration, was agreed to as

follows :

Whereas a majority of the inhabitants of Queen's county, in

the colony of New-York, being incapable of refolving to live and

die freemen, and being more difpofed to quit their liberties than

part with the little proportion of their property necefiary to de-

fend them, have defcrted the American caufe, by refuling to fend

deputies as ufual to the Convention of that colony ; and avowing,

by a public declaration, an unmanly defign of rem.aining inactive

fpeftators of the prefent conteil, vainly flattering themfelves, per-

haps, that fhould providence declare for our enemies, they may
purchafe their mercy and favour at an eafy rate; and on the other

hand, if the war fhould terminate in favour of America, that then

they may enjoy, without expence of blood or treafure, all the

bleffings refulting from that liberty, which they, in the day of

trial had abandoned, and in defence of which, many of their more
virtuous neighbours and countrymen had nobly died: and although,

the want of public fpirit cbfervable in thefe men rather excites pi-

ty than alarm, there being little danger to apprehend either from

their
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their prowefs or example, yet it being reafonable, that thofe who
refufe to defend their country, fhould be exchided frona its protec-

tion, and prevented from doing it injury.

Refolved, That all fuch perfons in Queen's county aforefaid, as

voted againft fending deputies to the prefent Convention of New-
York, and named in a lift of delinquents in Queen's county, pub-
lilhed by the Convention of New^-York, be put out of the protec-

tion of the United Colonies, and that all trade and intercourfc

with them ceafe ; that none of the inhabitants of that county be

permitted to travel or abide in any part of thefe United Colonies,

out of their faid county, without a certificate from the Convention

or Committee offafety of the colony of New-York, fetting forth,

that fuch inhabitant is a friend to the American caufe, and not of

the number of thofe who voted againft fending deputies to the

faid Convention ; and that fuch of the faid inhabitants as fhall be

found out of the faid county without fuch certificate, be appre-

hended and imprifoned three months.

Refolved, That no attorney or lawyer ought to commence, pro-

fecute, or defend any adlion at law of any kind, for any of the faid

inhabitants of Queen's county, who voted againft fending depu-

ties to the Convention, as aforefaid; and fuch attorney or lawyer

as fhall contravene this refolution, are enemies to the American
caufe, and ought to be treated accordingly.

Refolved^T^vvit the Convention or Committee of fafety of the co-

lony of New-York be requefted to continue publifhingfor a month,

in all their Gazettes or news-papers, the names of all fuch of the

inhabitants of Queen's coimty, as voted againft fending deputies

;

and to give certificates, in the manner before recommended, to fuch

others of the faid inhabitants, as are friends to American liberty.

And it is recommended to all Conventions, Committees offafety,

and others, to be diligent in executing the above refolutions.

Refolved, That colonel Nathaniel Heard of Woodbridge, in the

colony of New-Jerfey, taking with him five or fix hundred minute-

men, under difcreet officers, do march to the vveftern part of

Queen's county, and that colonel Waterbury of Stanford, in the

colony of Conne£licut, with the like number of minute-men, march

to the eaftern fide of faid county ; that they confer together, and

endeavour to enter the faid county on one day; that they proceed

to difarm every perfon in the faid county, who voted againft fend-

ing deputies to the faid Convention, and caufe them to deliver up

their arms and ammunition on oath,and that they take and confine,

in fafe cuftody, till farther orders, all fuch as refufe compliance.

That they apprehend and fecure, till further orders, the perfons

named as principal men among the difaffeiled in the faid county,

in a fumiTions for their appearance before the Convention of New-
York, iffued the J 2th of December laft, viz.

Of
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OfJamaica townfhip,c3pt. Benjamin Whitehead, Charles Arden,

Jofeph French, Efq. Johannes Polhemus.

Newtown, Nathaniel Moor, John Moor, fen. Samuel Hallet,

John Moor, jun. William Weyman, John Shoals, Jeromus Rapalje.

^Flufhing, JohnWillet.

Hamftead, Julllce Gilbert Van Wyck, Daniel Kiflam, Efq.

of Cowneck, capt. Jacob Mott, Thomas Cornhill, of Rockaway,
Gabriel G^ Ludlow, Richard Hewlet, capt. Charles Hicks, Dr.

•Samuel Martin, Juftice Samuel Clowes.

Oyller-bay, Juftice Thomas Smith, of Hog-ifland, Juftice John
Hewlet, capt. George Weeks, Dr. David Brooks, Juftice Joha
Townfend,
gnd all fuch other perfons who Ihall be found in arms, or who (hall

oppofe the carrying the above refolutions into eff^eft, as the faid

qolonel Heard or colonel Waterbury may think prudent to detain.

Refolved, That it be recommended-to the faid colonel Heard and
colonel Waterbury, to execute the bulinefs intrufted to them by
the foregoing refolutions, with all poflible difpatch, fecrefy, or-

der, and humanity.

Refolved, That the fum of 500 dollars be forthwith tranfmitted,

V^Ith certified copies of thefe refolutions to each of them the faid

colonel Heard and colonel Waterbury, and that they on their re-

turn report to this Congrefs a true ftate of their expenditure and
proceedings.

A letter from the Com.mittee of Frederic, in Maryland, brought

by the officer who had the charge of bringing down Connolly and
Ills aflbciates, was laid before Congrefs, and read.

Refolved, That it be recommended to the Committee ofTafety of
Pennfylvania to carry into execution the refolution of Congrefs for

coqfining faid Connolly and his aflbciates in the goal of Philadel-

phia, and that they take their examination.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Thursday, January 4, 1776.
Refolved, That an additional battalion be raifed In the county of

Cumberland, in the colony of Pennfylvania, to confift of the fame
number of men and officers, and to have the fame pay and allow-

ance as the others raifed in faid colony.

Refolved, That one company of each of the five battalions lall

ordered to be raifed in Pennfylvania, confift of expert riiiemen.

Refolved, That It be recommended to the Committee of fafety of
Pennfylvania to fee the foregoing refolutions carried Into execution.

Refolved, That in all eledlons of officers by Congrefs, where
more than one are elefted on the fame day to commands of the
fame rank, they fhall take rank of each other according to their

eleftion, and the entry of their names In the minutes, and their

commlffions ftiall be numbered to ftiew their priority.

The Congrefs then proceeded to the eleclion of other field-offi-

VoL. II. B cera
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cers of the four battalions ordered to be raifed in Pennfylvania, and

the ballots being taken and examined, the following gentlemen

were chofen.

Lieutenant-colonels, Lambert Cadwallader, William Allen, jun.

Francis Johnfon, Jofeph Penrofe, Efqrs.

Majors, Jofeph Wood, George Nagle, Henry Bicker, Nicholas

Hauficker, Efqrs.

The Committee of claims report that there is due,

To James Whitehead, for provilions for the prifoners taken on

board the Rebecca and Mary, the fum of 64 dollars.

To the Committee of New-Brunfwick, per account rendered the

fum of 214.9 dollars, to be paid to William Livingfton, Efq; and

by him forwarded to the faid Committee.

To Furman and Hunt, of Trenton, for provlfions, horfe hire,

&:c. the fum of 68.2 dollars.

To the Committee of infpeftion and obfervation of the city and

liberties of Philadelphia, for 187,046 flints, by them pnrchafed a-

greeable to the order of Congrefs the fum of 737 dollars.

To fundry perfons, per lift, for figning the Continental bills of

credit, the fum of 1 165.7 dollars, and that an order be given to the

treafurers for the payment of the fame, agreeable to the faid lift.

To the Committee of Frederic-Town, Maryland, for expences

incurred by Connolly, Cameron and Smith, during their confine-

ment, the fum of 74 dollars, and that the fame be paid to the de-

legates of Maryland.

Ordered, That the faid accounts be paid accordingly.

Refolvedy That a Commiflary be appointed to provide the three

companies ordered to Northampton, in Virginia, with rations while

on their march, and during their ftay in that country.

That the appointment of faid commiffary be deferred till to-mor-

row.

The Congrefs refumed the confideration of the report of the

Committee on the ftate of New-York; whereupon,

Refclved, That the fame be poftponed till to morrow, and that

the delegates of New-York be defired to requeft the attendance of

the gentlemen fent to Congrefs by the Cgnvention of their colony.

Refohed, That major Prefton have liberty to chufe the place of

his refidence confiftent with former refolutions of Congrefs, and

that the prefident lake his parole.

The Committee appointed to confider what allowance ought to

be made to officers who are prifoners, brought in their report.

Ordered, That tht fame be taken into confideration on Saturday

next.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Friday, January 5, 1776.

There being a vacancy in the firft of the Pennfylvania battalioni

by
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by the promotion of capt. Allen, the Congrefs proceeded to the

decision of a perfon to iupply faid vacancy, and the ballots being

taken, Benjamin Davis, oldeft lieutenant in faid battalion, was e-

ledled.

Refolved, That the fum of ten thoufand dollars be ftruck, for

the purpofe of exchanging ragged and torn bills of the Continen-

tal currency;, that the bills, making this fum, be of the fame de-

nominations, printed under the infpeftion of the fame perfons, and

figned and n-jmbered by the fame figners, as the laft emiflion, and

that they be lydged in the treafury, to be applied to the fole pur-

pofe aforefaid.

Refolved, That all Committees, and others, who have had pub-

lic money put into their hands, lay upon the table an account of

the expenditure of the fame.

The Committee appointed to confider the letter of gen. Wafh-
ington, dated the i8th of December, and the enclofed papers,

brought in a report upon that part which relates to James Lovell,

who has long been, and ftill is, detained a clofe prifoner in Boftoa

by order of gen. Howe, which being taken into confideration, was
agreed to, and is as follows.

That it appears to your Committee, that the faid Mr. Loyell

hath, for years paft, been an able advocate for the liberties ofA-
merica and mankind; that by his letter to gea. Wsfliington, which
is a part of faid enclofed papers, he exhibits fo ftrikiiig an inftance

of dihnterefted patriotifm, as ftrongly recommends him to the

particular notice of this Continent.

Whereupon Refolved, That Mr. James Lovell, an inhabitant of

Bofton, now held a clofe prifoner there, by order of gen. Howe,
has difcovered under the fevereft trials the warmeft attachment to

public liberty, and an inflexible fidelity to his country; that by his

late letter to gen. Wafhington, he has given the ftrongeft evidence

of difinterefted public affeftion, in refufing to liften to terms offer-

ed for his relief, till he could be informed by his countrymen that

they were compatible with their fafety and honour.

Refolved, That it is deeply to be regretted that a Britifh gene-

ral can be found degenerate enough fo ignominioufly and cruelly

to treat a citizen, who is fo eminently virtuous.

Refolved, That it be an inftruftion to gen, Wafhington to make
an offer of gov. Skene in exchange for the faid Mr. Lovell and his

family.

Refolved, That gen. Wafliington be defired to embrace the firfl

opportunity which may offer, of giving fome office to Mr. Lovell

equal to his abilities, and which the public fervice may require.

Ordered, That a copy of the foregoing refolutions be tranfmitted

to the general as fpeedily as pofSble.

Refolved, That the prefident write to gen. Wafhington, and de-

fire him to inform Congrefs what rank the aids de-camp of the gene-

ral



12 Journals OF Cong ^Essi^

ral officers, fhould have in the army of the United Colonies.

The Committee of claims reported, that there is due to Adam
Fifher. forexpences attending his conducting Conolly and Cameron
from Frederic, in Maryland, to Philadelphia, and his charges back
again for hmifelf and the men, the fum of 156 dollars.

Ordere.l, That the fame be paid.

The Congrefs having conferred with the gentlemen fent by the

Convention of New-York, refumed the confideration of the report

of the Committee on the flate of that colony, and the fame was a-

glfctd to.

Whereupon, Refohed, That no farther fortifications be erefted

at Martler's-Rock, on Hudfons river, and that a point of land at

Puplopen's kill, on the faid river, be, without delay, efFeftually

fortified.

Refohed, That it be recommended to the Convention, or in their

recefs to the Committee of Safety, of New-York, to carry into ex-

ecution the above refolution.

Refohed, That the delegates of New-Jerfey and Connefticut be

diredled to take the neceflkry fteps for carrying into execution the

refolutions of CongrefspafTedon Wednefday laft, refpe£ling the in-

habitants of Queens county.

A memorial from the inhabitants of the town of Newport was

prefented to Congrefs, and read.

Ordered, That the fame be referred for confideration till to-mor-

row.

Refohed, That Mr. Paine be added to the Committee on general

Schuyler's letters.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Saturday, January 6, 1776.

Information being given to Congrefs that a quantity of powder
was arrived at Great-Egg-Harbour; of which a part was addreffed

to Congrefs by Mr. Parfons, a part configned to Mr. Webf.er of

Philadelphia, and a part to another gentleman in faid city.

Refohed, That the fecret Committee be directed to get the pow-
der addreffed to Congrefs removed to Philadelphia, and to purchafe,

for the ufe of the United Colonies the other parcels of powder.

Refohed, That one ton of the powder arrived be delivered to the

Committee for fitting out armed veffels, for the ufe of faid armed
vefiels.

A letter from the Committee of Lancaftcr, dated the 3d of Ja-

nuary, was received, and read.

Alfo a letter from an officer in LIfbon, dated the 23d of 0£lo-

ber laft.

Refohed, That thefe letters, as well as the laft received from
Lancafter and thofe formerly received from Lifbon, be referred to

the Committee of correfpondence.

The
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The Gongrefs refumed the confideration of the memorial from

the inhabitants of Newport, and the'papers accompanying it; and

thereupon came to the following refolntion,

Refolved, That the faid memorial be referred to the confideration

of the General Affembly of the colony of Rhode-Ifland.

The Committee to vhom it was referred to confider how the

fliare of prizes, allotted to the captors, oughtto be divided between

the oiucers and men, brought in their report, which being taken

into confideration, was agreed to as follows.

Refrhed, That the commander in chief have one-twentieth part

ofthe faid allotted prize-money taken by any (hip or fhips, armed

T-efTel or veiTcls, under his orders and command.
That the captain of any fingle fliip or, armed vefTel, have two

twentieth parts for his fhare, but if more (hips or armed veffels be

in company when a prize is taken, then the two twentieth parts to

be divided amongft all the faid captains.

That the captains of marines, lieutenants of the {hips or armed
veffels, and mafters thereof fhare together, and have three-twen-

tieth parts divided among them equally oi all prizes taken when
they are in company.
That the lieutenants of marines, furgeons,. chaplains, purfers,

boatfwains, gunners, carpenters, the mafters mates and the fecre-

tary of the fleet fhare together, and have two twentieth parts and.

one half of a twentieth part divided among them, equally of all

prizes taken when they are in company.
Thatth^ following petty warrant and petty officers viz. (allow-

ing for each fliip fix midlhipmen, for each brig four midfhipmen,

and each floop two midfhipmen, one captain's clerk, one furgeon's

mate, one fteward, one failmaker, one cooper, one armorer, two
boatfwain's mates, two gunners mates, two carpenters mates, one

cook, one cockfwain, two fergeants of marines for each fhip, and
one fergeant for each brig and floop) have three-twentieth parts di-

vided among them equally, and when a prize is taken by any fliip

or veffel on board or in company of which the commander in chief

is, then the commander in chief's cook or cockfwain to be added to

this allottment, and have their fliares with thefe lafl: mentioned.

That the remaining eight-twentieth parts and one half of the

twentieth part, be divided among the reft of the fliip or fliips com-
panies, as it may happen, fliare and fliare alike.

That no officer or man have any fliare but fuch as are aftually

on board their feveral veflels when any prize or prizes are taken,

excepting only fuch as may have been ordered on board any other

prizes beforetaken,or fentaway byhis or their commanding officers.

The Committee on gen. Schuyler's letters, &c. brought in afar-

tlier report which was read.

Refolved, That the confideration thereof be poftponed to Mon-
day next.

A,
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A letter from gen. Schuyler, dated the 30th of December., en-

clofing copies of letters from gen. Montgomery and gen. Woof-
ter being received, was read.

Adjourned to Monday next, at ten o'clock.

Monday, January S, 1776.

A letter from general Schuyler, dated the 26th of December,
cnclofing a copy of a letter from general Montgomery, dated De-
cember 5th, and a lift of the ordinance fcnt to Cambridge, alfo a

letter from Baltimore, enclofing an afSdavit of captain Hor»,
being received, were read.

The Congrefs taking into confideration the report of the Com-
mittee on general Schuyler's letters, thereupon came to the follow-

ing refolutions,

Refolved, That fhipwrights be immediately fent from New-
York and Philadelphia to general Schuyler, or the commander in

chief of the forces at Ticonderoga, to be employed by him in

conftrufting a number of batteaus, not exceeding one hundred,
for traniporting troops with their baggage from that place into

Canada, whenever it may be found necefl'ary.

That a fufficient number of fuitable men be enpap-ed for rowin?

faid batteaus ; and that a large quantity of provifions and ftores

be fent this winter to fort George.

That general Schuyler be defired to have the river St. Law-
rence, above and below Quebec, well explored, and to determine

upon proper places for oppofing by armed boats, or otherwife, a-

ny attempts of the enemy to penetrate that country by the river
;

and that he ^ist order for conftrudling fpeedily as many fuch

boats as he fliall judge neceffary.

That twQ fhipwrights be immediately fent from Philadelphia to

be employed under the direction of the Committee of Infpeftion

at Albany, in conftruCting fcows for facilitating the palTage over

Hudfon's river.

Refolved, That the provifion heretofore made for an hofpital

in the northern army when it was more numerous than it is now, is

fufficient.

Refolved, That the Convention of New-York be defired to fend

three thoufand bulhels of fait, befides what general Schuyler hath

already ordered to be brought to Ticonderoga.

Refolved, That the governor of Connefticut, the general affem-

blies of Maffachufetts-Bay and New-Hampfliire and the conven-

tion of New-York, be written to forthwith, by the delegates of

the faid colonies refpeilively, to furnifh general Schuyler with the

account of money paid to any perfons in the army under his com-
mand, fpecifying the names of thofe to whom the money was paid

by their order.

Refolved, That the contrad made by general Schuyler to allow

one
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'one twelfth part of a dollar per day, for billeting money to every-

one of the men, who re-inliftin the northern army, until they can

march to the place, where provifions may be delivered to them, be

made good.

Rejolved, That the officers of the northern army be accountable

for fuch public ftores iffued to them, as may be loft through care-

leffiiefs by their refpe6live corps, and that the value thereof be de-

dufted out of the pay of thofe who have embezzled or v/afted the

fame.

Refolved, That this Congrefs does approve of the raifing a bat-

talion of Canadians and of the appointment of James Livingfton,

Efq; colonel thereof.

Rejolved, That nine battalions, including that of Canadians un-

der colonel Livingfton, be kept up and maintained the prefent

year for the defence of Canada.

Refolved, That the firft Pennfylvania battalion under colonel

Bull, and the fecond New-Jerfey battalion under colonel Maxwell,

be ordered to march immediately to Albany, and there put them-
felves under the command of general Schuyler, and that the orders

given for the march of three companies of colonel Bull's battalion

to Accamack and Northampton be countermanded.

And to make up the reft of the battalions voted for the defence

of Canada, that one battalion be raifed in Nevv--Hampfhire, one
in Connefticut and one in New-York ; that two battalions be
formed out ofthe troops now in Canada, and that general Mont-
gomery be defired to recommend proper perfons for officers in faid

battalions ; and that one of the five battalions lately ordered to be
raifed in Pennfylvania, be deftined for Canada.

Refolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to devife

ways and means for furnifliing the battalions deftined for Canada,
with provifions, and for expediting their march.

The members chofen, Mr. Floyd, Mr. Deane and Mr.
M'Kean.

Refolved, That the farther confideration of the report be defer-

red till to-morrow.

Information being given to Congrefs that about fifty-feven tons

of falt-petre were arrived at Philadelphia and about fifteen tons of
powder at New-York for fale.

Refolved, That the fecret committee be directed to treat for the

purchafe of the falt-petre and enquire how it may be moft fpeedi-

ly manufactured into powder and report to Congrefs.

That Mr. P. Livingfton, Mr. Alfop, Mr. Jay and Mr. Lewis
be direfted to purchafe, on the beft terms they can, for the ufe of
the United Colonies, the powder arrived at New-York, and for-

v/ard the fame with all poffible expedition, under a guard to the
camp at Cambridge.

Refolved, That the Convention or Committee of Safety of Ma-
ryland
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ryland be requefted to order three companies of the minute-men In

the fervice of that colony to march immediately from thence to the

counties of Accamack and Northampton, in Virginia, inftead of

the forces that were direfted to go thither from Pennfylvania, and

to lay before Congrefs the accounts of their fubfiftance and pay,

which ihallbe paid out of the Continental treafury.

Refoived, That the Committee of Safety of Pennfylvania be de-

liredto fend live hundred pounds vv^eight of powder to the colony

of Virginia for the ufe of the forces to be employed in the counties

of Accamack and Northampton.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Tuesday, January 9, 1776.

A letter from Mr. M. Tilghman, with (undry papers inclofed,

alfo fome difpatches from governor Franklin, and a letter from

C. Skinner, which were intercepted, were laid before Congrefs,

and read.

Refohed, That a letter be written to Mr. Tilghman, informing

him that the Hornet and Wafp are under orders to fail to the capes

of Delaware, and that fuch veflels, as are ready to fail, may take

the benefit of that convoy.

That the Committee for fitting out armed vcfiels be direfted to

give orders to the captains of the Hornet and Wafp to take under

their convoy fuch veiTels as are ready to fail.

The Committee of Claims reported that there is due.

To Michael Conolly, for expences in condufting captain John
Livingfton and lieutenant Anllruther from Kingfton to Lancafter,

the fum of 250 dollars.

To Richard Butler, for neceffaries furnifhed to five Indians,

the fum of 49.3 dollars.

To Jofcph Copperthwalte, the fum of 419.6 dollars, for expences

in conducing cafli to Cai:nbridge.

Ordered, That the above be paid.

Refoived, That a Committee of three be appointed to enquire

into the conduft of the officers who are prifoners, and the manner

in which they are at prefent fubliiled, and report thereon.

The members chofen, Mr. W. Livingfton, Mr. Dyer, and

Mr. Floyd.

Ordered, That a certified copy of the intercepted letter of Mr.

Cortland Skinner be fent to the Committee of Safety for New-

Jerfey.

That orders be fent to lord Stirling to take with him a fuffi-

cieut force, and immediately apprehend and keep in fafe cuftody

the faid Cortland Skinner, of Amboy, till further orders from

this Conejrefs.^
That
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That he carry faid Cortland Skinner before the Committee of
Safety of the colony of New-Jerfey for examination.

That the faid Committee be defired to tranfmit his examination

to Congrefs.

Refolved, That the militia raifed in the counties of Orange and
Ulfter, in the colony of New-York, by order of the Congrefs,

for the fupport of the fort lately erefted on Hudfon's river, be

difcharged, except thofe ftationcd in the fort, who fhall alfo be

difcharged whenever other troops arrive there to fupply their

places ; and that it be recommended to the Committee of Safety

of faid colony to fee that this refolve be carried into execution.

Refolved, That 500,000 dollars be fent to the pay-mafter gene-

ral for the ufe of the army in the Maffachufetts-Bay.

That the Delegates of Pennfylvania be diredled to count and
forward the fame with all convenient fpeed under a guard of an

officer and two men.

The Congrefs refuming the confideration of the report of the

Committee on general Schuyler's letters, &c. thereupon came to

the following refolutions,

Refolved, That colonel V. Schaick, lieutenant colonel Yates,

and major Ganfevoort be continued in the fervice of the United
Colonies, and that they take the command of the battalion to be
levied in the colony of New-York.

That captain Lamb be appointed commander of the artillery in

the northern department with the rank of major, and that he be
allowed 50 dollars per month froni the firft day of the prefent

month, as a reward for his adlivity and fpirited condudl in the laft

campaign.

That no poftage be paid for any letters to or from private fol-

diers, while engaged in aftual fervice in the defence of the United
Colonies ; and that fuch letters be franked by fome perfon autho-

rized for that purpofe, by the commanding officer of the depart-

ment.

That a letter be written to general Schuyler by the Prefident,

informing him, that it is the opinion of Congrefs, he fhould pro-

ceed to have the conduft of lieutenant Halfey enquired into by a

court-martial, giving him previous notice to appear in his own de-

fence, and that fuch fentence fhould be paited on him, as fuch

court martial {hall think juft, and if the faid lieutenant Halfey
fhall decline to fubmit his conduct to fuch examination and fen-

tence, that then all arrears ofpay due to him be flopped; to ena-

ble him to give difcharges to fuch officers as have quitted the fer-

vice ; to afTure him that we have great confidence in his attention

to the public interefl, and rely that he will give to the proper offi-

cers in his department fuch orders, as will procure indemnifica-

tion to the public for any embezzlement or wafle of its ftores, or
monies ; to empower him to remit to fuch of the troops raifed in

Vol. IL C the
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the colony -of New-York, as may re-inlift, any right we may have

to ftop wages for under cloaths delivered to them ; to delirc he

will communicate to Mr. Price the fenfe this Congrefs have of his

friendly offices to general Montgomery, in favour ,of the Ameri-
can caufe, to return him our thanks for the fame, and affure him
immediate meafures fhall be taken for replacing the monies he has

advanced ; to notify to colonel Eafton our approbation of his late

ferviceSj and that we fhall retain in our minds a juft fenfe of them.

That general Schuyler be direfted to appoint Mr. John M'Pher-

fon a major in one of the battalions ordered to be raifed out of the

troops in Canada.

That a conductor of artillery, a fuperintendant of the arms,^
barrack-mafter, and ftore-keeper be appointed to the northern

army, and that general Schuyler be dehred to recommend proper

perfons to Congrefs for thofe offices.

That the deputy pay-mafter general have liberty to appoint un-

der him two affiilant pay-mailers, who fhall each rceive 26I dol-

^lars per month, for their trouble and fervices.

That ail the officers and foldiers in the northern department be

paid in perfon by the deputy pay-mafter general, or the affiflants

to be appointed by him in confequence ofthe foregoing refolve. •

That a communication be forthwith opened between Skenesbo-

rough and fort Ann, and that Woodcreek be cleared for that pur-

-pofe.

That it be recommended to the Committee of fafety of the pro-

vince of New-York to appoint proper perfons to enquire into the

propriety and prafticability of obftrufting or lefTening the depth

of water in the Narrows, or in any other place at the entrance of

New-York, or of any way of fortifying thatpafs, fo as to prevent

the entrance of the enemy ; and alfo to enquire whether the depth

of water in Hudfon's river, below the battery, may not eafily be

lefTened, fo as to prevent large fhips paffing up, and to make an ef-

timate of the expence, and report their proceedings in the premif-

ies immediately to Congrefs.

. That to-morrow be affigned for the choice of two brigadier ge-

nerals, viz. one for the army in MafTachufetts-Bay, and the other

for the army in the northern department.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrovsr.

Wednesday, January 10, 1776.

A letter from Rachel Stelle, with 'xn. account for the fubfiftence

of officers, was laid before Congrefs.

Ordered, That the fame be referred to the committee on the cort-

duft of officers, &c.

Refolved, That the commiffioners for Indian affairs in the north-

ern department be direfted to pay the rev. Mr. Wheelock 500 dol-

lars, agreeable to a refolutlon of Congrefs palTed the i2th day of

Julylalt. - The

^"%^i-
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The committee appointed to devife ways and means for facilitatr

ing the march of the battalions dellined for Canada, brought in

their report, which was read, and the Congrefs therewith concur,-

ring,

Refolved, That three firft; lieutenants, eight fecond lieutenaftts,

one enfign, and a quarter-mailer, be appointed to fupply the vacan«

cies in colonel Bull's battalion.

That for the faid battalion there be provided 688 caps, 688
pair of mittens, 688 pair of flockings, 688 pair of leggings, 688
pair of (hoes, 688 haverfacks, 688 flings for iirelocks, i2oofhirts,

.688 waiftcots, 500 pair of breeches, 300 blankets, 64 pitching

fjfSes, and 9 baggage waggons.

That for colonel Maxwell's battalion there be provided 688 ha-

verfacks, 688 cartouch boxes, and crofs belts, 688 tomahawks,

64 pitching axes, and 9 baggage v/aggons. y

That both battalions be paid up to the firil day of February-

next.

That the battalions march by companies, and that the compa-
nies follow each other at the diflance of one day's march; that the

quarter-mafters and commifTaries precede their refpeftive battalions

a few days, in order to provide lodgings and provilionxS on the

road.

That the colonels be allowed fix rations.

Lieutenant-colonels, five ditto.

Majors, 4 ditto.

Captains, 3 ditto.

Subaltern and ftaff officers, two ditto,

.or money in lieu thereof.

That it be recommended to the Committee of fafety of Penri-

fylvania to fupply colonel Bull's battalion with the foregoing ar-

ticles, or fuch of them as they have not already provided theiji

with, agreeable to former refolutions of Cojngrefs ; and that all the

3rticles furnifhed the men, more than thofe allowed in lieu of boun-
ty, be deducted out of their pay.

,
That Thomas Lowry be directed to provide the articles for coU

Maxwell's battalion, and that all the articles furnifhed the men,
more than thofe allowed in lieu of bounty, be dedu6led out of
"their pay.

Refolved, That an order be drawn on the treafui'ers in favour qF
Thomas Lowry, for the fum of 35,000 dollars, for the ufe of the

battalions raifed in New-Jerfey, he to be accountable for the fame..

Agreeable to the order of the day, the Congrefs proceeded to

the eleftion of two brigadier generals, and the ballots being taken
and examined, Jofeph Fry, Efq. was eledled for the army in the

Maffachufett'sBay, Benedict Arnold, Efq. for the army in the
northern department.

The Committee of fafety for Pennfylvania, having recommendr
ed
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ed a number of perfons for field officers to the fixth battalion order-

ed to be raifed in faid colony, the Congrefs proceeded to the elec-

tion, and the ballots being taken and examined,

William Irwine, Efq. was elefted colonel,

Thomas Hartley, Efq. lieutenant-colonel,

James Dunlap, Efq. major.

Refolved, That another battalion be raifed in New-Jerfey, on

the fame terms as the other two raifed in the faid colony.

Refolved, That the pay of the troops ferving in and deftined for

Canada, be the fame as that of the army at Cambridge ; and that

this pay commence to the Pennfylvania and New-Jerfey battalions,

from the time they fet out on their march to Canada. 1p

The Congrefs confidering the great dittance from colonel Heard
to colonel Waterbiiry, the difficulty of co-operating with each

other in their expedition into Queen's county, thereupon,

Refolved, That lord Stirling be defired to furnifli colonel Heard
with three companies under his command, who are to join colonel

Heard with the minute-men by him raifed, and proceed as foon as

may be on the expedition into Queen's county, for which coloneJ

Heard and colonel Waterbury were appointed, and that colonel

Heard be defired to fend immediately an exprefs to colonel Water-

bury with a copy of this refolution, and inform him that his fervice

will not be required on this OGcafion.

Refolved, That a committee of five be appointed to take into

confideration the ilate of thefe Colonies, and report as foon as

poffible what number of forces in their opinion will be neceffary

for the defence of the fame.

The members chofen, Mr. Duane, Mr. Lynch, Mr. Hooper,

Mr. E. Rutledge, and Mr. Wilfon.

Refolved, That the colony of North-Carolina be fupplied with

one ton of powder by the Secret Committee.

The Committee of claims reported that there is due.

To the Committee of the upper diftri<9: of Frederic county,

Maryland, the fumof 800.1 dollars, to be paid to Daniel Hefter;

of which 571 dollars to be charged to captain CrefTop's company,

771 dollars to captain Price's company, and the remainder to the

Continent.

To Furman and Hunt, for provifions, &c. furnilhed to prifoners,

the fum of 178.2 dollars.

To William Shad, for attendance as meflenger to the 4th of

December, 1775, the fum of 52 dollars.

Ordered, That the faid accounts be paid.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Thursdav, January 11, 1776.

Refolved, That it be recommended to the Convention or Commit-

tee of fafety pf New-York, to endeavour to obtain a releafe of

lieutenant
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lieutenant Tiley, of brigadier Woofter's regiment, now-

confined on board the Alia man of war, by exchanging for him an

officer of the fame rank of the Britifh troops in our cullody.

Refolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to prepare

inftruftions to the officers in the recruiting fervice.

The members chofen, Mr. Wilfon, Mr. Dyer, and Mr. Harrifon.

The Congrefs taking into conilderation the report of the Com-
mittee on the bills of credit, emitted by this Congrefs, thereupon

came to the following refolution.

Whereas it appears to this Congrefs that feveral evil difpofed

perfons, in order to obftruft and defeat the efforts of the United

Colonies, in defence of their jufl rights, have attempted to depre-

ciate the bills of credit emitted by the authority of this Congrefs,

Refolved, therefore. That if any perfon fhall hereafter be fo loft

to all virtue and regard for his country, as to refufe to receive faid

bills in payment, or obflruft and difcourage the currency or cir-

culation thereof, and (hall be duly convifted by the Committee of

the city, county, or diflriil, or in cafe of appeal from their deci-

fion, by the Aflfembly, Convention, Council or Committee of fafe-

ty of the colony where he fhall rcfide, fuch perfon fhall be deemed,
publifhed, and treated as an enemy of his country, and precluded

from all trade or intercourfe with the inhabitants of thefe colonies.

Ordered, That the foregoing refolve be immediately publifhed.

Refolved, That an order be drawn on the trcafurers, in favour

of the Committee of Safety of Pennfylvania, for the fum of 6000
dollars, for the ufe of the firfl Pennfylvania battalion, the faid

CoBimittee to be accountable for the fame.

A reprefentationof the field officers of tlie Pennfylvania battali-

ons, fetting forth the inconveniencies that will arife from the bat-

talions confiding of feven battalion-companies, was prefented Xo

Congrefs and read.

Ordered, That the iame be rcfe;-rcd for corJideration till to.-^-

morrow.
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Friday, January 12, i']']6.

The Committee of claims reported that there is due.

To Henry Dewfon, for provifions to captain Rofs's company,
the fum of 27.5 doHars.

From Turbett Francis, E-fq. one of the commiffioners for In-

dian affairs in the northern department, a baliance i.i his hands a-

mounting to 194 dollars.

To Volkert P. Douw, another of the commiffioners of faid de-

partment, expences attending the treaty at Albany, a baliance

amounting to 2 17 1.9 dollars, and that there will remain in his

hands two matraffes, about fifteen gallons of wine, fome fpirits,

and fome boards, -belonging to the colonies.

Ordered,
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Ordered, That the fums due to Henry Dewfon, and Volkert
P. Douw, Efq. be paid ; the latter through the hands of James
Duane, Efq.

The Committee appointed to enquire into the conduft of the

officers who are prifoners, and the manner in whic^h they are at

prefent fubfifted, brought in their report, which was agreed to,

as follows

:

. Refolved, That the coqduft of the officers at Trenton, though
in other refpefts unexceptionable, is, as to their manner of living,

exceedingly extravagant, they being boarded at taverns, and the

innkeepers fupplying them in a luxurious manner, on the credit

of the Continent.

That the Congrefs will, for the future, allow 2 dollars per

week for the board and lodgings of officers, who are prifoners

(for which fum they may have decent lodgings) to be repaid by.

the officers before they are releafed from their captivity.

That the accouHtb of the feveral innkeepers againll the officei's

be paid by the Continent, which are alfo to bd?repaid by the faid

officers before their difcharge.

That no tavern keeper fupply the faid officers for the future on

the credit of the Continent*

That the officers now at Trenton be directed to remove to fome

other place at a proper diftance from the public poft-road.

That the officers at Trenton have liberty to chufe the places of

their refidence, the choice being made confiilent with former re-

folutions of Congrefs.

That a copy of the above refolutions, together with a copy of

the refolution granting officers liberty to fell bills for their fubfif-

tence, be transmitted to the feveral Committees, where officers

who are prifoners refide ; and that the faid Committees be direft-

ed to apply to the faid officers for their bills to difcharge the

debts already incurred, and alfo to inform them, it is expeded

they will from time to time draw for their future fubfiilence.

Ordered, That Rachel Stille's account for fubfiftence of officers

to the 4th of January, 1776, amounting to 423.6 dollars, be paid.

The Congrefs refolved itfelf into a Committee of the whole, to

take into confideration the trade of the United Colonies, and af-

ter fome time, the Prefident refumed the chair, and Mr. Ward
reported that the Committee had taken into confideration th e

matter to them referred, but not having come to a conclufion,

defired leave to fit again.

Refolved, That this Congrefs will to-morrow refolve itfelf into

a Committee of the whole, to take into further confideration the

trade of the United Colonies.

A memorial from the field-officers of the firfl Pennfylvanla bat-

talion wasprefented to Congrefs,

Ordered, That the fame be referred till to-morrow.
The
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The feveral maLters to this day referred being poftponed.

Adjourned till ten o'clock to-morrow.

Saturday, January 13, 1776.

A letter from general Wafhington, dated January the 4th,

1776 ; alfo a letter from the Committee of Safety of New-York,
dated January the 3d, being received, were read.

' Refohed, That a Committee of five be appointed to take into

confideration the letter from the Committee of Safety of New-
York, and to confer with Mr. Romans, and report to Congrefs.

I'he members chofen, Mr. Paine, Mr. Dyer, Mr. Lynch,

Mr, Wythe, and Mr. W. Livingfton.

The Secret Committee having made report refpefting the pur-

chafe of the falt-petre lately imported,

Refclved, That the faid Committee be diretted to purchafe the

falt-petre on the beil terms they can, and have it manufaftured
i

into gunpowder as foon as polTible.

Refohed, That the Secret Committee be directed to fupply co-

lonel Heard with 200 pounds of gun-powder, to enable him to

carry into execution the orders of Congrefs.

Refohed, That John Morgan be promoted to the rank of firll

lieutenant in one of the companies of colonel Bull's battalion.

Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday.

Monday, January 15, 1776.

A paragraph of a letter from Peter Timothy, fecretary to the

Pi-ovincial Convention and Committee of Safety of South-

Carolina, dated January 5th, to C. Gadfon, Efq; was read, in-

forming that the faid Convention have refolved to continue the De-
legates, and have conilituted any two of them to be a quorum to

reprefent faid colony.

A letter from general Wafhington, dated the 3 ift of December,

1775, with fundry papers enclofed, among which a draught of capt*

Matthews on the treafury of Virginia, for £ 100 lawful money
advanced him by the general ; alfo two letters from lord Stirling,

dated January 8th and i ith, and a letter from governor Trumbull,

with three papers enclofed, being received, were read.

Refohed, That the letter from general Wafhington be referred

to a Committee of three.

The members chofen, Mr, Wythe, Mr. Adams, and Mr.
Wilfon.

That the letters from lord Stirling -be referred to a Committee
of five.

The members chofen, Mr. W, Livingfton, Mr. M'Kean, Mr.
Floyd, Mr. Ward, and Mr, Alexander.

That the letter from governor Trumbull, with the enclofed pa-

pers, be referred to the Committee appointed to confer with Mr.
"Romans. A letttr
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A letter from the Committee of Safety of New-York, dated

January lUh, 1776, was read.

Rcfolvedy That it be referred to the Committee on the ftate of

the Colonies.

Refohed, That a Committee of five be appointed to make an ef-

timate of the number of cannon, that may be wanted for the de-

fence of the United Colonies, and to devife ways and means for

procuring them, and that it be an inftruftion to faid Committee

to enquire what fized cannon can be caft in thefe Colonies.

The members chofen, Mr. Wifner, Mr. Hopkins, Mr. Ro-
gers, Mr. Allen, and Mr. Paine.

Refolved, That no bought indented fervants be employed on

board the fleet, or in the army of the United Colonies, without

the confent of their mafters.

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due,

To Jacob Hiltzheimer, for exprefles, the fum of 356.1 dollars.

To Jonathan Trumbull, jun. for his expences to Philadelphia,

and returning to New-York with money, the fum of 99.7 dollars.

To Thomas Apty, for boarding feveral prifoners, 109.6 dol-

lars.

Ordered, That the above accounts be paid,

Refolved, That it be recommended to the Committee of Safety

of Pennfylvania to enquire into the characters of the recruits or

privates taken on board the Rebecca and Frances tranfport, and

to difmifs fuch of them as they judge may with fafety to the Co-

lonies be difcharged.

The Congrefs refolved itfelfinto a Committee of the whole, to

take into confideration the ftate of the trade of the United Colo-

nies ; and, after fome time, the Prefident refumed the chair, and

Mr. Ward reported, that the Committee had taken into their

farther confideration the matter to them referred, but that not

having come to a conclufion, they delired him to move for leave to

fit again.

Refolved, That this Congrefs will, on Friday next, refolve it-

felf into a Committee of the whole, to take into farther confide-

ration the trade of the United Colonies'

Refolved, That captain Matthew's draft on the treafury of Vir-

ginia be delivered to the Delegates of that colony ; and that they

be defired to receive the money, and pay the fame to the Conti-

nental treafurers.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Tuesday, January 16, 1776.

The colony of ConneAicut having appointed new Delegates,

the fame attending, produced the credentials of their appointment,

which were read, as follows.
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*' At a general Ajfemhly of the governor and co7npany of the Eng'
lifj-) colonv of Conne^icut, in Nenu-England., in America, holden

at Nenjj- Haven, infaid colony, on the fecond Thurfday of O^ober,

Anno Do7Hini 1775.

" Refohed, by this AfTembly, That Roger Sherman, Oliver

Wolcott, Samuel Huntington, Titus Hofmer, and William Wil-

liams, Efqrs. be, and they are hereby appointed Delegates to

reprefent this colony at the General Congrefs of the United Colo-

nies in .America for the year enfuing, and until new be chofen,

that is to fay, the faid Roger Sherman, Oliver Wolcott, and Sa-

muel Huntington, Efqrs. do attend faid Congrefs, and on the

failure of either of the faid gentlemen, by ficknefs, or otherwife,

then the faid Titus Hofmer, or William Williams, Efqrs. are to

fupply the place or places of any or either of the faid three gen-

tlemen firft named, in fuch manner, that three of faid Delegates,

and three only, do attend faid Congrefs at any one time ; and the

faid three Delegates, or any or either of them, who fhall be prefent

in faid Congrefs, are hereby fully authorifed and impowered to re-

prefent this colony in faid Congrefs, to confult, advife and re-

folve upon meafures necefl'ary to be taken and purfued for the de-

fence, fecurity and prefervation of the rights and liberties of the

faid United Colonies, and for their common fafety ; and of fuch

their proceedings and refolves they do tranfmit authentic copies,

from time to time, to the General AfTembly of this Colony.

That the faid Delegates now appointed do repair to, and take

their feats in faid Congrefs, by the firft day of January next, in

cafe faid Congrefs (hall be then fitting, or as foon after as faid

Congrefs (hall be convened ; and that the faid gentlemen who are

now attending faid Congrefs in behalf of this colony, do continue

in their faid office until the gentlemen now chofen, and directed

to attend in manner aforefaid, fliall arrive at faid Congrefs.
" A true copy ofrecord, examined by

George Wyllys, Secretary.^''

A letter from Mr. Lewis, dated January 8th, was read, re-

commending a itranger to the notice of Congrefs.

Ordered, That the fame be referred to the Committee on the

Qualifications of perfons applying for offices.

Refohed, That a member, in the room of Mr. Dyer, be added
to the Committee appointed to draw up inftru6tions to the officers

employed in the recruiting fervice.

Refohed, That the feveral petitions of gentlemen, praying to

be appointed officers in the Pennfylvania battalions, be referred to

the Committee on Qualifications.

Application being made in behalf of Mr. Juge and the owner
of a veflel lately arrived in Delaware, for leave to export provifions

to thv' amount of the cargoes by them imported,
Refohed, That this be referred to the Secret Committee.
Vot. 11. D Refohed,
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Refolved, That two members be added to the fecret Committee.
The members chofen, Mr. Hewes and Mr. Alexander.
The Committee on the ftate of the Colonies brought in a report,

which being taken into confideration.

Refolved, That another battalion be raifed in the colony of North-
Carolina, is order to defeat any attempt which nfay be made in op-
pofition to the meafures recommended by the Continental Congrefs*

Refolved, That the farther confideration of the report be referred

till to-morrow.

The Committee having defired leave to fit again, the fame was
granted.

Refolved, That to morrow be affigned for taking into confidera-

tion, in a Committee of the whole, the propriety ofopening the

ports after the firft of March next.

The delegates of South-Carolinahaving informed the Congrefs,.

that their colony, being in wantof feaman, had given orders to offer

high wages to fuch as would engage in their fervice, defired the ad-
vice and opinion of Congrefs on this matter.

Refolved, That it be referred to a Committee of five.

The members chofen, Mr. Hopkins, Mr. Huntington, Mr.Paiac,

Mr. Morris and Mr. Floyd.

Refolved, That the naval Committee be empowered to purchafe

a fmall veflel for a tender.

The Committee appointed to procure powder from Providence,

brought in a report, with an account of a cargo provided for that

purpofe by Willing and Morris, amounting to 3233.2 dollars;

whereupon,

Refolved, That the faid Committee be authorifed to give fuch

orders to the captain of the veflel, as they may think proper.

That an order be drawn on the treafurers, in favour of Willing

and Morris, for the fald fum of 3233.2 dollars.

The Committee on gen. Wafliington's letters brought in a report

\vhich being taken into confideration, the Congrefs thereupon came
to the following refolutions.

Refolved, That the paymafler general of the army at Cambridge

be empowered to draw bills upon the Prefident of the Congrefs,

or, in their recefs, upon the Committee of Congrefs for that pur-

pofe appointed, for any fums ofmoney which may be depofited in

his hands not exceeding, In any one month, the monthly expence

of the army, and that fuch bills counterfigned by the general or

commander in chief of the faid army be accepted and paid.

That the free Negroes who have ferved faithfully In the army at

Cambridge may be reinlifled thereiai, but no other.

That if gen. Wafhington think proper, colonel R. Gridley be
continued chief engineer in the army at Cambridge.

That the pay of the afTiftant engineers in the army at Cam-
bridge be 26 dollars and two thirds per month.

,The
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The Committee having defired leave to fit again, the fame was

granted.

Refolved, That four members be added to the Committee on

the Qiialifications, &c. in the room of thofe abfent.

The members chofen, Mr. Wolcott, for Connefticut, in the

room of Mr. Dyer, Mr. Duane, for New^-York, in the room of

Mr. Jay, Mr. M«Kean, for the lower Counties on Delaware, in

the room of Mr. Rodney, and Mr. Rogers, for Maryland.

Refolved, That Thurfday next be affigned for taking into confi-

deration th^ report of the Committee on Indian affairs.

Refolved, That a lifl of the Committees who have not reported,

be prepared and laid on the table.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Wednes-DAY, January 17, 1776.

A Petition from Dr. Benjamin Church v/as prefented to Con-
grefs, and read.

Refolved, That the fame be referred to a Committee of three.

Themembers chofen, Mr. Han-ifon, Mr.Paca, and Mr. Hooper.
A petition from Jbbetfon Hamar, a priloner at Trenton, was

prefented to Congrefs and read, praying for leave to refide at Mr.
Stainfortli's near Prince-Town.

Refolved, That the fame be granted.

A memorial from the captains and fubalterns of the firfl Penn-
fylvania battalion was prefented to Congrefs and read complaining

of the conduct of their colonel.

Refolved, That the fame be referred to the Committee of Quali-

fications, and that they be diredled to hear the parties, and report

to Congrefs.

Agreeable to the order of the day, the Congrefs refolved itfelf

into a Committee of the whole, to take into confideration the pro-

priety of opening the ports after the firft of March next, and after

fome time, the Prefident refumed the chair, and Mr, Ward repor-

ted, that the Committee had taken into confideration the matter

to them referred, and had come to a refolution, which he read in

his place, and delivered in.

The report being again read.

Ordered, To lie on the table.

Refolved, That a Committee of five be appointed, to confider un-
der what regulations and reftriftions the trade of the United Colo-
nies ought to be carried on after the firft of March next.

The members chofen, Mr. Harrifon, Mr. Morris, Mr. Lynch,
Mr. Adams and Mr. Sherman.

Refolved, That a member be added to the Committee appointed
to confer with Mr. Romans.
The member chofen, Mr. "Wolcott.

The Committee appointed to prepare inftruftions for the officers

in the recruiting fervice brought in their report, which being taken

into
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into Confideration, the Congrefs thereupon came to the following

refolutions,

Refolved, That the colonels of the feveral battalions ordered to

be raffed do immediately order their officers, on recruiting fervice

to fuch parts where they are beft known, and have the greatell

probability of fuccefs.

That the recruiting. officers ought to be careful to inlift none but
healthy, found and able bodied men, and not under fixteen years

of age.

That the colonels of the feveral battalions aforefaid appoint fome
place or places of rendezvous, to which the recruits may be fent,

and where the battalions may be quartered.

That the greateft attention ought to be paid to the behaviour of

the troops in quarters, that they may give no reafonable caufe of

complaint.

That the quarters of the troops be duly difcharged once every

week.

That an allowance of one dollar and a third of a dollar per man
be made to the recruiting ofiicers in lieu of their expences in recrui-

ting, excluiive of the fubfiftance money allowed them. And that

in cafe any man be inlifted contrary to the foregoing regulations,

the pay they may have received, and the fubfiftance money that

may be paid for them, fhall be flopped from the pay of fuch recrui-

ting officers.

That the colonels of the feveral battalions to be raifed in Penn-
fylvania, befupplied with money for the recruiting fervice by the

Committee of fafety of faid colony, and difburfe the fame to the

feveral recruiting officers; the colonels and other officers to be ac-

countable for what they Ihall receive, and all aiTears, they may fall

into, to be flopped from their pay,

- Refolved, That the fum of one dollar and one third of a dollar

per man be allowed to the officers of the firfl Pennfylvania battalion

for each man by them inlifled, who fliall have palled mufler.

Refolved, That the treafurers be empowered to advance to Mr.
Regonville a fum not exceeding 400 dollars, taking his draught

or bill on his agent in Canada for the fame.

A letter from gen. Schuyler, dated January the 13th, enclofing

copies of letters from gen. Woofler, colonel Arnold, and others,

were laid before Congi^efs and read, containing an account of an

unfuccefsful attempt made to gain pofleffion of Quebec by florm,

on the 3 ift of December, and of the death of gen. Montgomery.
The Committee to whom the matter of South-Carolina, refpeft-

img the engaging of feamen, was referred, brought in their report,

which was read.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to morrow.

Thursday, January 18, 177^^.

The Committee to whom the petition of Dr. Church was referr-

ed
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ed, brought in their report, which being taken into ccnfideration

Refohed, That gov. Trumbull be defiredto give order for the re-

moval of Dr. Church to fome more comfortable place of con line

-

ment, than that w^here he now is, if fuch can be found in that co-

lony; and that for the advancement of his health, the faid Dr.
Church be permitted to ride out at proper feafons under a trufty

guard, who will be careful to prevent his carrying on any corref-

pondence, or doing any ail; prejudicial to the fafcty and welfare

of the United Colonies.

A letter from the Committee of Frederick-town, Maryland, en-

clofing funJry intercepted letters, found upon Dr. John Smith, one

of Connolly's affociates, being brought by the guard who had the

charge of bringing down faid Smith, was laid before Congrefs and.

read.

Rejohed, That it be recommended to the Committee of fafety

for the colony of Pennfylvania, to take the examination of faid Dr.

Smith, and then commit him to fafe and clofe coulinement.

Refohed, That a Committee of five be appointed to take into

ccnfideration the letter from gen. Schuyler, of the 13th of Janua-

ary, with the enclofures, and report thereon to Congrefs.

. The members chofen, Mr. Lynch, Mr. Wythe, Mr. Sherman,

Mr. Ward, and Mr. S. Adams.
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Friday, January 19, 1776.

Refohed, That five members be defied for the Committee of

claims in the room of thofe who are abfent.

The members chofen, Mr. Wolcott, for Conneftlcut, in the

room of Mr. Deane, Mr. Floyd, for New-York, in the room of

Mr. Lewis, Mr. M'Kean, for the Lower Counties on Delaware, in

the room of Mr. Rodney, Mr. Rogers, for Maryland, in the room
of Mr. Johnfton, Mr. E. Rutledge, for South-Carolina, in the

room of Mr Gadfden.

The committee to whom the letters from Lancafler were refer-

red, brought in an anfwer which was read, and approved.

Ordered, That the fame be tranfcribed and forwarded.

The Congrefs took into confideration the report of the commit-

tee on the matter of South-Cax-olina, refpefting feamen ; where-

upon

Refohed, That it be recommended to capt. Cochran, who is ar-

rived here for the purpofe of recruiting feamen, to purfue the fol-

lowing plan in the inlifting fervice," in which he is employed by
the colony of South-Carolina,

That he offer to each able bodied feaman the wages of eigiit dol-

lars per month, and that he pay to them nine dollars bounty, and,

upon their arrival in South-Caroliua, the further bounty of five

dollars.

That
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That captain Cochran repair immediately to the camp at Cani-

bridge, and take the advice and diredlion of general Wafhington
on this affair, and proceed to inlift his feamen in fuch parts of the

country, as will be the leaft prejudicial to the Continental fervice.

That the prefident write to general Wafhington, acquainting

him with the fituation of South-Carolina, the neceflity that colony

is in for feamen, and defiring that he will pleafe to forward this

fcrvice.

The Committee of claims reported that there is due,

To the Committee of Berks county, for provifions, ammuniti-
on, &c. furnilhed the riffle-companies, ^ ii : 14 : 10, and for ne-

ceffaries furnifhed the prifoners from St. John's, the fum of

j^ 8 : 13 : II, amounting in the whole to ^^ 20 : 8 : 9, equal to

54.5 dollars, to be paid to Dr. Jonathan Potts.

Ordered, That the fame be paid.

Refolved, That an order be drawn on the treafurers in favout of

the delegates of South-Carolina, for the fum 10,000 dollars, which
was appropriated for Indian affairs in the fouthern department.

The Council of fafety for the three lower counties on Delaware
having recommended fundry gentlemen for field-officers of the bat-

talion ordered to be raifed in that colony, the Congrefs proceeded

to an election, and the ballots being taken,

John Haflet, Efq. was eleiled colonel, and
Gunning Bedford, Efq. lieutenant-colonel.

The Congrefs refuming the confideration of the report of the

committee on the ftate of the Colonies,

Refolved, That four battalions be raifed in the colony of New-
York, for the defence of that colony, upon the fame pay with thofe

direfted to be raifed in the colony of Pennfylvania ; and that they

be ftationed as the commanding officer of the New-York depart-

ment ftiall think beft, to garrifon the feveral forts in that colony

from Crown-point to the fouthward, and to prevent depredations

upon Long-Ifland, and promote the fafety of the whole.

Ordered, That a copy of the foregoing refolution be tranfmitted

to the Council of fafety of New-York; and that they be requefted

with all poffible expedition to tranfmit to Congrefs the names of a

number of gentlemen, at leaft two for each command, out of whom
the Congrefs may ele6t field-officers for faid battalions.

The Committee on qualifications brought in a report, which

was agreed to, as follows :

That Roger Stayner and George Jenkins be appointed firft lieu-

tenants in the firft Pennfylvania battalion.

That the two eldeft enfigns be promoted to be fecond lieute-

nants in the room of the above.

That Robert AUifon be appointed an enfign in faid battalion.

That Jacob Shallus be appointed quarter-mafter of faid batta-

lion.

The
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The committee appointed to hear the complaints of the officers,

^nd col. Bull's defence, brought in their report, which, after de-

bate, was referred till to-morrow.

The committee to whom general Schuyler's letter of the 13th of

January, with the papers and letters enclofed, was referred, brought

in a report, which was taken into coniideratioa ; whereupon

Refolvedf That the American array in Canada be reinforced with

all poffible difpatch, as well for the fecurity and relief of our

feiends there, as for better fecuring the rights and liberties not on-

ly of that colony, but the other United Colonies.

That an exprefs be fent to the Conamittee of fafety of New-Jer-

fey, and an application made to that of Pennfylvania, immediate-

ly to quicken the officers employed in levying the forces diredled

to be raifed in thofe colonies, and marched to Canada, and do all

in their power to forward the fervice. And that the Committee
of infpeftion of the city and liberties of Philadelphia, be requefted

forthwith to ufe their utmoft endeavours to aid Mr. J. Meafe in

procuring of the houfeholders therein, fuch blankets as may be
fpared from their rei^eftive families, for the ufe of the battalion

deftined for this important expedition at fo fevere a feafon, for

which the owners fhall be allowed the value of fuch blankets ac-

cording to the ellimation of the faid Committee of infpeftion.

And that colonel Bull and colonel Maxwell do without delay march
fuch of the companies of their battalions as are now ready, to ge-

neral Schuyler.

That eeneral Wafhington be requeiled to detach from the camp
at Cambridge one battalion, if the fervice there will permit him
to fpare one, with orders to march with the greateft expedition

poffible to Canada.

That for the more fpeedy railing the battalions, ordered on the

8th of Jauuary to be raifed in the colonies of New-Hampfhire,
Connecxicut, New-York, and Pennfylvania, for the defence of Ca-
nada, it be recommended to the General Affemblies, Conventions,

or Coucclls or Committees of fafety of thofe colonies refpeclively,

to exert the-r utraoH endeavours in ralfing the faid battalions, upon
the fame pay and lubHllence as the army at Cambridge, and to

furnlfn the::, with proviiions, ammunition, and other necelfaries,

fo'- expediting their march to Canada. And for further encourag-

ing; the men more cheerfully to enter into the fervice of their coun-
try, to r,ive a bounty of fix dollai-s and two-thirds to every able

bodied elxe£tlve man, properly clothed for the fervice, and having

a good fireleck, with a bayonet, and other accoutrements, and four

dolla: 3 to every foldier not having the like arms and accoutrements;
thf armri to be fupplied by the colony, and the coft to be deduc-
tc-i out of the foldiers pay ; and alfo to provide a blanket and ha-

veriack for every inlifted foldier, and moreover to advance one

months
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month's pay to every officer and foldier before their march, that

they may be able to purchafe neceffary cloathing.

That the firit two companies which (hall be complete of every

battalion do march to that country fo foon as they fhall be ready,

and be followed in the fame numbers, with like expedition, by the

reft of the corps. And that it be recommended to the General

Aflemblies, Conventions, and Councils or Committees of fafety of

the colonies in which battalions are directed to be raifed, that they

refpedtively attend to this bufinefs.

The Committee defired leave to fit again, which was granted.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Saturday, January 20, 1776.

Hefolved, That an order be drawn on the treafurers, in favour

of the Committee of fafety for Pennfylvania, for the fum of i 5000.

dollars, for the ufe of the live battalions to be raifed in faid colony;

the faid committee to be accountable.

The Committee of claims reported that there is due.

To capt. Henry Shylock, for his expences in bringing Dr. John
Smith from Hagar's-town, and for his expences in returning home,

the fum of 89.3 dollars.

To John Nelfon, for his expences in bringing the faid Dr. John
Smith from the Little Meadows to Hagar's-town, and for his

trouble in attending him to this city, with allowance of expences

in returninc^- home, the fum of 75 dollars.

To Francis Johnfon, Efq. for fundry expences incui-red by
guards for powder, waggons, &c. the fum of 38 dollars.

To Thomas Devvees, for lupporting feveral prifoners the fum
of 43.2 dollars.

Ordsredy That the above accounts be paid.

A memorial from colonel Bull was prefented to Congrefs and

read, praying for leave, on account of ill treatment he had receiv-

ed from many officers of his corps, to refign his commiffion.

The committee on general Schuyler's letter brought in a farther

report, which being taken into confideration, the Congrefs came
to the following refolutions,

Refilved, That general Washington be defired to difpatch a ge-

neral officer, if he can be fpared from the fervice at Cambridge,

to command tlie army in Canada.

That it being neceffary to procure a large quantity of fpecie for

the operations in Canada, which cannot be fuccefsfully carried on

without that article, it be recommended to the General Affemblies,

Conventions, and Councils or Committees of fafety upon the con-

tinent, to employ proper perfons within their refpective colonies

to colleft all the gold and filver coin they can, and inform Con-
grefs of the fum collecled.

That
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That it •will not be expedient at prefent to fend a Committee of

Congrefs to Canada

:

That the Committee of Secrecy be defired to difpatch one ton

of gun-powder with the firft companies that (hall march from

Pennfylvania to Canada; and that governor Trumbull be defired

to fend the like quantity of gun-powder with the firft detachment

of forces direfted to march thither from Connefticut:

That the lofTes fuftained by captain Hazen be afcertained by
Commiflioncrs to be appointed by the commanding ofRcer in Cuna-

da, and that the Commifiioners report their proceedings, with the

examination of the witnefles, and their own opinion thereupon^

to Congrefs:

That the General Affemblies, Conventions or Councils or

Committees of Safety of the Colonies, in which forces are diredl-

ed to be raifed for the fervice of Canada, be defired to raife for the

fame fervice^ one company of matrofies, confiftlng of forty pri-

vates, in each colony, under proper officers ; and where a compa-
ny cannot be completed, to raife as many as they can, under fub-

altern officers, in proportion to their numbers:

That general Woofter be defired to take pofleflion of the medi-

cine cheft mentioned by colonel Campbell, to be claimed by doc-

tor Beaumont, and if it appear to him to be private property, to

pay the value thereof to the owner :

That the General Afiemblies, Conventions, or Councils or

Committees of Safety be defired to take the mofl; effeftual mea-
fures for recovering the arms, accoutrements, batteaus, tools, and
other ftores of the Continent, faid to have been carried off by
fome of the foldiers, who have returned from Canada :

That 12,500 dollars be advanced to each of the General AfTem-
blies or Councils or Committees of Safety of the colonies in v^hich

forces are direfted to be raifed for the fervice of Canada, for the

purpofe of recruiting their refpeftive regiments:

That from the neceffity of the cafe, and to prevent delays,

blank commifiions be iffued by the Prefident for the field-officers,

captains and fubalterns, who are to command the battalions or-

dered to be raifed for Canada, in New-Hamp(hire and Connefti-
tut, to be filled lip with the names of fuch gentlemen^ as fhall be
judged moft proper by the Convention or Committee of Safety of
New-Hampfhire, and by the Governor and Council of Connefti-
eut:

That the foregoing refolution be not dra\^-n into a precedent

:

That exclufive of colonel Livingfton and his regiment already
determined on, there be one thoufand Canadians more raifed, for

one year, or during the prefent difputes, at fix dollars and two-
thirds bounty and the ufual pay, which number fhall compofe four
battaliona, and form one regiment, five companies of fifty men to
each battalion, one captain, one lieutenant, and one enfign to

Vol. II. E each
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each company, and four majors, one lieutenant colonel aftd one

colonel to the whole regiment :

That the Committee of Safety of Pennfylvania be defired to

provide and difpatch fifes and drums to Canada, for the two regi-

ments diredted to be raifed in that colony.

Refohed, That orders be drawn on the treafurers, in favour of

the Delegates of New-Hampfhire, for the above fum of 12,500
dollars; and in favour of the Delegates of Connefticut, for the

like fum of 12,500 dollars; and in favour of the Delegates of

New-York, for the like fum of 12,500 dollars ; for the ufe of the

battalions to be raifed for Canada ; and that the faid Delegates be

defired to forward the faid fums to their refpedlive colonies with

all expedition ; the feveral colonies to be accountable for the fame.

Refohed, That the Prefident be directed to fend an exprefs to

general Schuyler, with a letter, informing him of the meafures the

Congrefs have taken for the defence of Canada, and defiring him
to forward the fame to general Woofter :

That he likewife difpatch an exprefs, with the like information,

to general Wafhington, to the governor of Connecticut, and the

convention or council of Safety of New-Jerfey, New-York, and

New-Hampfhire.
The Committee on Qualifications, having recommended the

following perfons for enfigns in the firll Pennfylvania battalion,

viz.

Nicholas Scull, John Brice,

Jofeph Greenway, Richard Rice,

John Irvine, . Major Wallbroon,

the fame were agreed to, and commiffions ordered to be givefl

them accordingly.

Refohed, That the fecret committee be directed to fupply the

delegates of New-Jerfey with 300 pounds of powder, for the ufe

of colonel Maxwell's battalion.

Ordered, That Timothy Matlack deliver to the delegates of

New-Jerfey, or their order, a quantity of flints, for the ufe of

faid battalion, and ball or lead proportioned to 300 pounds of

powder.

That the treafurers with all expedition fend a trufty perfon

with £ 1000 in Continental bills to Samuel Patterfon, Efq; and

receive in exchange for the fame fo much in filver and gold.

Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday.

Mo N? DAY, Jamiary 22, 1776.

Sundry letters, viz. one from general Wafhington, of the lith

of January, two from lord Stirling, one of the iSth and another of

the 19th of January, one from gen. Schuyler, of the loth of Janu-

ary, and onefrom the committee of Trenton, of the 19th ofJanuary,

alfo a petition from John Sparling:, being received, were read.
^

Refohed,
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Refolved, That the above letters be referred to a Committee of

three.

The members chofen, Mr. W. Livingfton, Mr. Hooper, ar.d

Mr. Adams.
Tiefolved, That the Prefident be empowered to employ a private

Secretary, to be paid by the United Colonies.

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due,

To Benedict Arnold, on account of his expences in his expedi-

tion again ft Crownpoint and Ticonderoga, a ballance amounting

to 819 dollars, to be paid to Silas Deane, Efq;

Ordered, That the fame be paid.

Refohed, That the Committee of Trenton be defired to fend

general Prefect and captain Chace under a guard to Philadelphia.

Rcfolved, That a Committee of three be appointed, to conlider

a proper method of paying a jull tribute of gratitude to the me-
mory of general Montgomery:
The members chofen, Mr. Livingfton, Dodtor Franklin and

Mr. Hooper.

The Congrefs proceeded to the eledlion of field-officers for the

fecond Canadian regiment, and

Mofes Hazen, Efq; was elected colonel,

Edward Antil, Efq; lieutenant colonel.

Refohed, That the United Colonies will indemnify colonel Ha-
'zen for any lofs of half-pay he may fuftain in confequence af his

entering into their fervice.

Refohed, That the appointment of majors, captains, and fub

altern and ftaff-of&cers in the fecond Canadian regiment, be left

to the commander in chief in Canada, with the advice of the ge*

neral officers in that country, ^and of colonel Hazen, lieutenant

colonel Antil, and Mr. Price.

The Congrefs refumed the confideration of colonel Bull's ap-

plication, for leave to relign his comraiffion.

Refohed, That leave be granted him.

The Congrefs then proceeded to the eleftion of a colonel for

the firft Pennfylvania battalion, in the room of colonel Bull, and

John Philip de Haas was elected.

A memorial from captain Duncan Campbell, a prifoner, being

prefented to Congrefs, and read
;

Refohed, That the Committee of Safety of Pennfylvania be

empowered to take his parole, and that he have leave to refide at

Lancafter.

Application being made in behalf of lieutenant M'Donnald, for

leave to come to Philadelphia, and i-emain there five days, in or-

der to tranfaft fome neceffary bufinefs
;

Refohed, That leave be granted.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Tuesday,
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Tuesday, January 23, 1776.

A letter from general Schuyler, of the 14th of January, enclof-

> ing a letter from general Arnold, was read ;

Ordered, That the Secretary draw up a narrative of the repulfc

our troops met with, and ofthelofs fuilained in their unfuccefsful

attempt on Quebec, and lay the fame before Congrefs.

Refolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to prepare a

letter to the inhabitants of Canada.

The members chofen, Mr. Livingfton, Mr. Lynch and Mr.

Wilfon.

Refolved, That the articles of vyar be tranflated into French,

and 500 copies fent to Canada.

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due,

To Adam Ekel, for Waggonage from Lancafter to Cambridge

with captain Smith's company of rifle-men, a ballance of 43.3 doir

lars.

To Deborah Siddens, for provifions for captain Rofs's compa-

ny, the fum of 15.3 dollars.

To John Jervis, for ferriage, horfe hire, &c. the fum of 12

dollars.

To the Committee of Romboiet Precinft, in Dutchefs county,

in the colony of New-York, the fum of 129.4 dollars.

To Robert Erwin, for waggonage, the fum of 67 dollars.

To Timpthy Matlack, for cafh by him paid to Archibald

Dick, the expences of a guard over a powder waggon, 16.4 dol-

lars.

Ordered, That the faid accounts be paid.

The Congrefs took into confideration the report of the Com-
mittee on Indian affairs, which, after debate, was recommitted.

Refolved, That an order be drawn on the treafurers, in favour

of the Committee of Safety of the Three Lov/er Counties on Dela-

ware, for the fum of 3000 dollars, fortheufe of the battalion or-

dered to be raifed in that colony; the faid Committee to be ac-

countable for the expenditure.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Wednesday, January 24, 1776.

A letter from the Committee of Trenton, of January the 23d,

was read.

The Secretary laid before Congrefs an account of the repulfe

our troops met with in their attempt on Quebec, the 3 ift of De-
cember, which was read.

Ordered, That the fame be publifhed.

Refolved, That fuch of the foldiers, ordered to Canada, as are

married, and are defirous of having part of their pay given to their

wives, be indulged ; and that the captains or paymafter be dire£l-

^ed, in future payment of fuch foldiers, to dedu6l fuch part of their

monthly pay. Jiefolved^
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Refolved, That the prefident be direfted to inform general

Schuyler, that the return of cannon mentioned in his letter of De-
cember 2ifl;, is miflaid, and that therefore he is defired to make
a return as foon as pofiible of all the cannon and artillery at Crown-
point and Ticonderoga, exclufive of thofe taken by colonel Knox
for general Wafhington.

Refolved, That Mr. Bankfon be appointed a firll lieutenant ia

the room of Mr. Morgan, who is in the country.

Information being given to Congrefs that fome foidiers in the

firft Pennfylvania battalion, now under orders to march to Cana-
da, are not fupplied with arms :

Refolved, That the commanding oiScer of faid battalion be di-

refted to make a return of the arms of faid battalion, and how
many are wanting, to the prefident of the Committee of infpedli-

on and obfervation for the city and liberties of Philadelphia :

That the faid committee be defired to ufe their utmoll influence

to provide good arms for fuch of faid battalion as may want them.
Refolved, That a committee of feven be appointed to confider

the propriety of eftablilhing a war-office, and the powers with
which the faid office '.hould be vefted.

The members choien, Mr. Lynch, Mr. Franklin, Mr. E. Rut-
ledge, Mr. Harrifon, Mr. Ward, Mr. S. Adam.s, and Mr. Pvlorris.

The committee appointed to prepare a letter'to the inhabitasts

of Canada reported a draft, which being read and confidered, was
approved.

Ordered, That the fame be immediately tranfiated and printed.

Refolved, That an order be drawn on the treafurers in favour of
Carpenter Wharton, for the fum of 1000 dollars, to enable him
to fupply the iirft Pennfylvania battalion with pi-ovifions on their

march to Albany ; he to be accountable.

Refolved, That a committee of liv^ be appointed to prepare an
addrefs to the inhabitants of the United Colonies.

The membars chofen, Mr. Dickinfon, Mr. Wilfon, Mr. Hooper,
Mr. Duane, and Mr. Alexander.

Refolved, That an order be drawn on the treafurers in favour of
colonel Hazen, for the fum of 533! dollars, he to be accountable.

That a like order be drawn in favour of colonel Antil, for the
fum of 200 dollars.

That the fum of 2666f dollars, in fpecie, be advanced to colonel

Hazen, for the ufe of the battalion to be by him raifed in Canada,
he to be accountable.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrqw.

Thursday, January 25, 1776.

Sundry letters, viz. one from the Committee of Trenton, dated
tlie 23d of January; one from Ibetfon Hamar, and from Dr. Rich-
ard Huddlefton, of the fame date ; and one from the Committee of

Liancaiter,



38 - Journals of Congress.

Lancafter, of the 22d of January, were read, and referred to the

Committee of correfpondcnce.

A letter from colonel Maxwell, refpefting the unprepared ftate

of his battalion, being read,

Rcfohed, That an order be drawn on the treafurers, in favour of

the Committee of Trenton, for the fum of 4000 dollars, to purchafe

arras for colonel Maxwell's battalion, the faid committee to be ac-

countable.

Refohed, That the prefident write to the faid committee, and to

Mr. Lowry, ftimulating them to furnifn colonel Maxwell's batta-

lion with the articles neceffary for their march ; and that the prefi-

dent write to colonel Maxwell, and direil him to fend forward to

Albany the firft company that can be got ready, and that he caufe

the other companies to march with like expedition, one at a time,

as fait as they can be got ready.

Rcfohed, That a committee of three be appointed to take the

examination of brigadier general Prefcot and captain Chace, who
are arrived at Philadelphia, and report to Congrefs.

The members chofen, Mr. Adams, Mr. Ward, and Mr. Sherman.

The committee appointed to confider of a proper method of pay-

ing a juft tribute of gratitude to the memory of general Montgo-
.raery, brought in their report, which was agreed to as follows :

,It being not only a tribute of gratitude jiUlly due to the memo-
ry, of.thofe who have peculiarly diftinguifhed themfelves in the glo-

rious caufe of liberty, to perpetuate their names by the moit du-

rable monuments erefted to their honour, but alfo greatly condu-

cive to infpire pofterity with an emulation of their illuftrious ac-

tions;

Rcfohedf That to exprefs the veneration of the United Colonies

for their late general, Richard Montgomery, and the deep fenfe

they entertain of the many fignal and important fervices of that

gallant officer, who, after a feries of fuccefles, amidft the moft dif-

couraging difficulties, fell at length in a gallant attack upon Que-

bec, the capital of Canada; and to tranfrait to future ages, as ex-

amples truly worthy of imitation, his patriotifm, conduft, bold-

jiefs of enterprize, infuperable perfeverance, and contempt of dan-

ger and death ; a monument be procured froni Paris, or any other

part of France, with an infcription facred to his memory, and ex-

preflive of his aimable charafter and heroic atchievements. And
that the Continental treafurers be directed to advance a fum not ex-

ceedinQ;/" 300 llerling, to Dr. Benjamin Franklin (who is defired

to fee this refolution properly executed) for defraying the expence

thereof.

That Dr. Smith be defired to prepare and deliver a funeral ora-

tion in' honour of general Montgomery, and of thofe officers and

foldiers, who fo magnanimoufly fought and fell with him in main-

taining the principles of American liberty.

R,efolved,
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Refohed, That the direction of the fleet fitted out by order of

Congrefs, be left to the naval committee.

A letter from general Wafhington, dated the 14th of January,

being received, was read, and referred to the committee ox corre-

fpondence.

Refolvsd, That Mr. James Meafe be appointed a commiiTary to

lupply the battalions ordered to be raifed in Pennfylvania with the

articles allowed by Congrefs; and that he be allowed for his trou-

ble, one and one-fourth per cent, in full of all chare^es for the mo-
ney paffing through his hands, and that he give fecurity for the

juft and faithful expenditure of the fame.

That Mr. Lynch and Mr. Allen take the fecurity.

Refohed, That an order be drawn on the treafurers in favour of

the delegates of North -Carolina, for the fum of 10,000 dollars,

for the ufe of the battalions ordered to be raifed in that colony.

The committee appointed to take the examination of general

Prefect and capt. Chace, made report of their proceedings :

Refohedy That the faid committee be directed to make farther

enquiry into the charafter and conduft of general Prefect, and in-

fpeCt the letters of general Schuyler and general Montgomery con-

cerning him.

Refohed, That colonel Roberdeau be requclted to relieve the

guard from Trenton, who have charge of general Prefect and cap-

tain Chace, with a trufty guard from his battalion.

Refohed, That the fortification at Crownpoint be not repaired;

and that the fortrefs at Ticonderoga be repaired and made defen-

fible; and that general Schuyler be defired to make return to Con-
grefs as foon as may be, of the fize and number of cannon, that

will be neceffary to fortify that place.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Friday, January 2S, ^11^'

A letter from general Lee, dated the 22d of January, enclofing

a letter from the Committee of fafety of New-York, was received

and read.

Refohed, That a committee of three be appointed to repair to

New-York, to confult and advife with the Council of fafety of
that colony, and with general Lee, refpefting the immediate de-

fence of the city of New-York; and that general Lee be directed

to follow the determination of the faid committee thereupon :

That it be an inftruftion to the faid committee, in cafe the city

•cannot be defended, that they earneftly recommend it to the inha-

bitants immediately to remove their moil valuable effects to a place

of fafety

:

That the faid committee be farther inftructcd to confult with
general Lee and the Committee of fafety of New-York, about the
fortifications on Hudfon'a river, and about fortifying the pafs at

Hellgate

:

'

The
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The members chofen, Mr. Harrifon, Mr. Lynch, and Mr. Allen^
Refolved, That a committee of three be appointed to confider

what allowance ought to be made for paying the troops raifed in

New-Jerfey and Pennfylvania

:

The members chofen, Mr. Ward, Mr. Harrifon, and Mr. Allen.

Refolved, That an order be drawn on the treafurers, in favour
of the commiffioners for Indian affairs in the middle department,
for the fum of looo dollars, the faid commiffioners to be account-
able. '

A petition from fundry perfons, refpefting the inlifting appren-
tices, was prefented and read.

A letter from Pittfburg, dated the 15th of January with en-

clofed papers, was read.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Saturday, January 27, 1776.

A letter from general Wafliington, dated the 19th of January,-

one from the Committee at Trenton, dated the 24th, one from
lord Stirling, dated the 25th, and one from T. Lowry, dated the

24th of the fame month, were read:

Refolved, That the fame be referred to Mr. Wythe, Mr. Sher-

man, Mr. Ward, and Mr. S. Adams.
The Committee of claims reported that there is due,

To colonel C. Wynkoop, for expences in bringing a party of

prifoners from St. John's, the fum of 765. 7 dollars, of which 86.2

•dollars ought to be charged to the officers of the faid party of pri-

foners :

Ordered, That the fame be paid.

Refolved, That the Committee of infpeftion of Efopus or King-

fton be directed to fupply the prifoners there with neceffary cloath-

ing, and alfo to provide them with lodging and proviiions, not ex-

ceeding the rations allowed to privates in the continental army, on

the moil; reafonable terms they can.

Refolved, That a committee of five be appointed to take into

confideration the report of the commiffioners for Indian affairs in

the middle department, and the ftate of the Indians in feid depart-

ment:

The members chofen, Mr. Wythe, Mr. Paine, Mr. Wilfon,

Mr. DuanCj and Mr. Rogers.

Refolved, That a commiffion iffue to Cayafhota, giving him the

rank of a colonel, and that a filver gorget be prefented to him.

The Congrefs taking into confideration the report of the com-

mittee on the cafe of Mr. Juge,

Refolved, That Mr. Jugc be permitted to export the manufac-

tures or produce of the colony of Maryland (horned cattle, hogs,

fheep, and poultry excepted) to any port or place whatfoever,

(except to Great-Britain, Ireland, Britifli ifles, the Britifh Weft-

Indies,
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Indies, and except for the fupply of the Britifh army or navy in

America) to the amount of the canvas imported by him into the

faid colony ; the faid value to be afcertained by the Committee of

infpeftion and obfervation for the county of Baltimore :

Refolved, neverthelefs, that the indulgence in this inftance ought

not to be dravi^n into example, the fame being granted to Mr
Juge on account of the peculiar circumftances of his cafe; and

that the faid Mr. Juge be enjoined by the aforefaid Cornmittee of

Baltimore, to avoid, if pofTible, all Britifli fhips of war and armed

cutters on his voyage.

A memorial from H. Keppele and John Steinmetz veas prefented

to Congrefs, and read.

Refolved, That the fame be referred to a committee of three.

The members chofen, Mr. Ward, Mr. Alexander, and Mr.

Wythe.
Refolved, That a committee of three be appointed, to take into

confideration the matter of inlifting apprentices and perfons in debt.

The members chofen, Mr. Paine, Mr. M'Kean and Mr. Wythe.
The committee to whom the treaty held with the Indians at

Albany, and the letter from V. P. Douw, Efq; were referred,

brought in their report : whereupon,

Refolved, That in order to prefefve the confidence and friendfhip

of the Indians, and to prevent their fuffering for want of the ne-

ceffaries of life, a fuitable affortment of indian goods, to the a-

mount of j^ 40,000 fterling, be imported on account and rifle of the

United-Colonies :

That the faid goods, when imported, be divided among the

different departments in the following proportions, viz. for the

Northern Department, comprehending Canada, £ 13 >3 33 = 6: 8

fterling; for the Middle department the like value ; and the refidue

for the Southern department

:

That in order to pay for the faid goods, a quantity of produce

of thefe colon-'es be exported to fome foreign European market,

where it will fell to the beft advantage:

That the fecret committee be empowered to contraft with pro-

per perfons for importing faid goods, and for exporting produce to'

pay for the fame :

That the faid goods, when imported, be dilivered to the com-
miflioners of indian affairs, for the refpetlive departments, or their

order, in the proportions before mentioned:

That the refpeftive commiflioners, or fuch of them as can con-

veniently affemble for that purpofe, fhall, as the goods arrive, fix a

price, adding to the firfl coft intereft, the charge of infurance, and
all other charges, and alfo a commlflion not exceeding two and an

half per cent, on the firfl coft, for their own care and trouble in

receiving, ftoring and felling them to the Indian traders; but fuch

commiflioners as are at the fame time members of Congrefs, fhall

Vol. II. F not
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not be burthened with this part of the bufiiiefa, nor receive any
part of the aforefaid commiffion

:

That no perfon (hall be permitted to trade with the Indians

without licence from one or more of the commiffioners of each ref-

pedlive department

:

That all traders fhall difpofe of their goods at fuch ftated rea-

fonable prices, as (hall be fixed and afcertained by the commiffio-

ners, or a majority of fuch as can conveniently aflemble for that

purpofe, in each refpeftive department, and fhall allow the Indiana

a reafonable price for their fkins and furrs and take no unjuft ad-

vantage of their diftrefs and intemperance; and to this end they

fhall refpeflively, upon receiving their licences, enter into bond to

the commiflioners, for the ufe of the United Colonies, in fuch pen-

alty, as the adling commilEoners or commiffioner fhall think pro-

per, conditioned for the performance of the terms and regulation*

above prefcribed :

That to fuch licenfcd traders only the refpeftive commiffioners

fnall deliver the goods, fo to be imported, in fuch proportions as

they fliall judge will beft promote a fair trade, and relieve the ne-

ceffities of the Indians:

That every trader, on receiving the goods, fhall pay to the

commiffioners in hand the price at which they fhall be eftimated;

and the commiffioners fhall, from time to time, as the money fhall

come to their hands, tranfmit the fame to the continental treafu-

rers, deducing only the allowance for their trouble as aforefaid

:

That the trade with the Indian nations fhall be carried on at

fuch pofls and places only as the commiffioners for each depart-

ment fhall refpeftively appoint

:

That thefe refolutions (hall not be conflrued to prevent or debar

any private perfon from importing goods for the indian trade, un-

der the reftriftions exprelfed in the affi)ciation.

Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday.
^

Monday, January 29, 1776.

A letter from gov. Trumbull, dated January the 20th, being

teceived, was read.

Refolved, That an order be drawn on the treafurers, in favour

of Mr. James Meafe, commifTary, for the fum of 5000 dollars,

for the ufe of the battalions ordered to be raifed in Pennfylvania.

The committee to whom were referred the letter from gen.

Wafhington, dated the 19th inft. with the papers therein menti

oned, and the letter from lord Stirling, dated the 24th, and the

letter from the committee at Trenton, dated the day laft menti-

oned, brought in their report; whereupon,

Refolved, That the applications, made by gen. Waffiington to the

govcrnn.*.;its of New-Hampfhire, Mafiachufetts-Bay, and Connec-

ticut, in fuch an exigency, to i-aifc a regiment in each of thofc colo-

nies
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nies for the fervice of Canada, were prudent, confillent with his

duty, and a farther manifeftation of his commendable zeal for the

good of his country; that the ready attention of the faid govern-

ments to thofe applications, and the alacrity with which they un-

dertook, and the espediiion with which they proceed in the bu-

fmefs, are additional proofs of their meritorious attachment to the

common caufe, and may produce fignal public advantages; and

that it be recommended to the General Affembly of Maflachufetts-

Bay, to raife the like number of matroffcs, and in the like manner,

and that boththefe and the additional regiment there be inlifted on

the fame terms as thofe direfted to be raifed for this fervice in New-
Hampihire, Connefticut, New-York, and Pennfylvania; and for

this purpofe that 12,500 dollars be advanced to the delegates of

Maffachufetts-Bay, and forwarded by them with blank military

commiffions for the field officers, captains and fubalteras, fignedby

the Prefident to the faid general affepibly :

That the three regiments to be raifed in New-Harapfhire, Ma-
flachufetts-Bay and Connefticut, for the fervice in Canada, be
exclufive of the thirteen intended to reinforce the army at Cam-
bridge :

That the lofs of and damage to fuch fire arms belonging to the

foldiers in the fervice of the Continent, as (hall happen, not through

carcleffnefs or milhehaviour, the value being afcertained in a pro-

per manner, to be provided by the general affemblies, conventi-

ons or councils or committees of Safety of the United Colonies re-

fpeftively, be made good to the owners; and that their arms, after

their time of fervice expired be not detained from them:

That the alertnefs, aftivity and good conduct of lord Stirling,

and the forwardnefs and fpirit of the gentlemen, and others, from
Elizabeth-town, who voluntarily aflmed him in taking the fhip

Blue Mountain Valley were laudable and exemplary; and that his

lordfhip be direfted to fecure the capture until the further order of

the Congrefs ; and that in the mean time he caufe fuch part of the

loading, as would otherwife perifh, to be difpofed of by fale.

The committee defired leave to fit again, which was granted.

A petition from Dr. Wheelock, being laid before Congrefs, was
read, and referred to the commiteee on Indian affairs in the middle

department.

The committee of claims reported, that there is due.

To Hugh M'Clenahan, an exprefs from Pittfburg, for expen-

ces, &c. the fum of 46.2 dollars.

Ordered, That the fame be paid.

Refolved, That gen. Prefcot be committed to, and kept in clofe

confinement in the goal of Philadelphia, till further ordersofCon-
grefs.

That capt. Chafe be remanded to Trenton, and permitted to rC'

fide with the other officers on his parole.

A
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A memorial and propofal of capt. John Nelfon, refpc6ling a

company of riffle-men was prefented to Congrefs, and read.

Refolved, That a committee of three be appointed, to confer

with capt. Nelfon.

The members chofen, Mr. Morton, Mr. Wifner and Mr Sher-

Adjournod to ten o'clock to morrow.

Tuesday, January •i^o, 1776.

Refolved, That Dr. Cadwalader and Dr. Shippen jun. be defired

to infpeft the room of the goal where gen. Prefcot is confined, and
enquire into theftateof his health, and report thereon to Congrefs.

The committee appointed to confer with capt. Nelfon, brought
in their report, which was taken intoconfideration, and thereupon,

Refolved, That capt. Nelfon's company of riffle-men now raifed

confifting of one capt. three lieutenants, four fergeants, four cor-:

porals and feventy privates, be inlifted for the fervice of Canada,

on the fame terms as the other troops ordered for that fervice, and
that they march to Canada, and join a regiment there as foon as

poflible ; that they be allowed one quarter of a dollar per day, for

their fubfiftance on their march to Albany.

That fix dollars and two thirds of a dollar bounty be paid to

each non commiffioned officer and foldier, who is furnifhed with

fufficient arms, accoutrements and cloathing for the fervice, upon
their entering into the fervice of the Colonies, and one month's pay
to the commiffioned officers.

That 900 dollars be advanced to faid capt. Nelfon for that pur;

pofe, and for the fubfiftance of faid company to Reading:

That the fum of 700 dollars be fent to the committee of in-

fpeftion at Reading ; that faid committee pay one month's wages

to the non commiffioned officers and foldiers upon their arrival

there, and deliver the refidue of faid fum to capt. Nelfon, for the

fubfiftance of faid company in their march from thence to Albany;

he to account for what money he receives with gen. Schuyler.

The officers of faid company are John Nelfon captain, Mofes

picker firft lieutenant, Adam Ott fecond ditto, Ifaac Newkirk
.third ditto.

The committee to whom gen. Wafhington's letter of the 14th

of January, was referred brought in their report, which was ta-

ls.en into confideration, and thereupon,

Refolved, That all the tent-cloth which can be procured in Phi-

ladelphia and New-York be purchafed for the Congrefs, and that

the quantity neceflary for the enfuing campaign in the army before

Bofton, be forwarded thither, if fo much is to be had :

That it be recommended to th( feveral affemblies in New-Eng-
land, to affift the general in procuring arms ; and that the thanks

of the Congrefs be given to fuch of them as have already done fo:

That Mr. James Meafe, in Philadelphia, and Mr. Lewis, Mr.
Alfop
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Alfop, and Mr. L. Morris, in New-York, be diredled to carry

the former refolution into execution.

The committee on the enliftment of apprentices, &c. brought

in their report, and the fame being taken into confideration,

Refolved, That no apprentice vvhatfoever be inliiled within the

colonies of New-Jerfey, Pennfyivania, the counties on Delaware
or Maryland, as a foldier in the army or navy of the United Colo-

nies, without the confent of his mailer or miftrefs firfl: obtained in

writing; and that all apprentices now inlifted as foldiers in the faid

army or navy, without fuch confent, be immediately difcharged

from the fervice, on the application of their mailers or miftreffes,

vpon payment of all juft and reafonable charges of their inliflment:

That it be recommended to all creditors, v/hofe demands againft

any perfon who is inlifted, or ihall inlift, in the continental fer-

vice, fhall not amount to the value of 35 dollars, not to arreft any
fuch debtor till the expiration of the time for which he is inlifted.

That every perfon under the age of twenty -one yeai-s, inlifting

bimfelf in the army or navy aforefald, may, within twenty-four
hours after fuch inliftment, obtain his difcharge, by refunding the
money received from the recruiting officer, and returning fuch ne-

ceflaries as may have been fupplied him by the officer, or the value

thereof in money.

Refolved, That an order be drawn on the treafurers for the fum
pf 1000 dollars, to difcharge a draught of the paymafter general,

for fo much depofited with him, for the ufe of the United Colonies.

Refolved, That a committee of five be appointed to take into

confideration an application from the Committee of fafety for

New-York.
The members chofen, Mr. Ward, Mr. Paine, Mr. Paca, Mr. Lee,

and Mr. Rodney.

Refolved, That the naval committee be impowered to draw on
the treafurers for a fum not exceeding 30,000 dollars, in order to

difcharge fundry debts by them contracted.

Refolved, That Mr. R. Morris be added to the committee of fe-

cret correfpondence.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Wednesday, January 'i^\, 1776.
.Sundry letters, viz. one from lord Stirling, dated the 27th of

January; one from the Committee of Trenton, of the 30th, one
from colonel St. Clair, of the 27th, and one from colonel Max-
well of the 3 ift of the fame month, were laid before Con'grefs and
read.

Refolved, That a committee of two be appointed to confer with
colonel Maxwell refpefting the ftate of his regiment, and report
the means of facilitating and haftening his march.
The members chofen, Mr. Livingfton and Mr. Wilfon.

A report
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A report from Dr. Cadwalader and Dr. Shi'ppen, refpe£lii^
the room where general Prefcot is confined, and th,e ftate of the
general's health, was laid before Congrefs and read.

The Congrefs taking into confideration the letter from colonel

St. Clair, refpefting the enliftment of feme of the prifoners at

Lancafter,

Refolved, That the prifoners who have been enlifted into the

continental army be difcharged, and that no more be inlifted.

Ordered, That a copy of the foregoing refolve be fent to the

committee of Lancafter.

The committee to whom fundry letters were referred, on the

zythinftant, brought in a farther report ; whereupon
Refolved, That Mr. Barbarie, owner of the floop and cargo faid

to have been taken by the enemy, and retaken by one of the con-

tinental velTels of war, ought to make and profecute his claim to

the fame before the court appointed or to be appointed, by the go-
vernment of the colony to which the faid floop and cargo were car-

ried, to hear and determine caufes civil and maritime, where a

procefs ought to be inftituted to confirm the recapture, and adjuft

the falvage.

The committee appointed to confer v/ith colonel Maxwell
brought in their report ; whereupon

Refolved, That Mr. Thomas Lowry, commiffary for the battali-

ons in New-Jerfey,be direftedto procure all neceflaries, except arms,

for colonel Maxwell's regiment immediately; and that the coft of

the cloathing and other articles abfolutely effential, which the non-

commiffioned officers and privates are to pay for, be by the faid

commiffary procured forthwith, the coft thereof to be dedu6ted

out of the pay of the faid non-commiffioned officers and foldiers
;

and that the convention or committee of fafety of New-Jerfey

get the arms already ordered with all poffible ejtpedition, and af-

ford Mr. Lowry all affiilance in the execution of the above :

That the company in the faid regiment which is neareft being

furnifhed, be fupplied by any arms a,nd neceffarles in the faid bat-

talion, and marched for Canada, and that the other companies be

furnifhed, and marched as foon as poffible.

The Congrefs taking into confideration the letter from lord

Stirling,

Refolved, That the private adventures of the captain and mates

of the tranfport Blue Mountain Valley be delivered to them, and

that they be permitted to return to England.

The delegates for MafTachufett's-Bay laid before Congrefs an

account of their appointment, by which it appears, that the hon.

John Hancock, Efq. Samuel Adams, John Adams, Robert Treat

Paine, Mr. Eldrlge Gerry, Efqrs. are elected to reprefent the

faid colony In Congrefs, for the year 1776.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrpw.
Thursday
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Thursday, February i. 1776.

Refolved, That an order be drawn on the treafurers in favour of

the delegates of Virginia, for the fum of 333! dollars, for the ufe

of Mr. J. Walker, one of the commiflioners for Indian affairs In

the fouthern department, the faid delegates to be accountable.

Refolved, That a member be added to the committee on the ftatc

of the treafury, In the room of Mr. Cufhing:

The member chofen, Mr. S. Adams.
Refolved, That general Prefcot be allowed the attendance of hia

fervant, and of a phyfician, in cafe his health require It.

Rejolved, That the committee of fafety for Pennfylvania be de-

fired to take the parole of fuch officers who are prifoners now In

Philadelphia, and order them to their refpeftlve places of refi-

dence.

The Congrefs took into confideration the report of the commit-

tee on eftabliiliing pofts and expreffes, and after debate,

Refolved, That the farther confideration thereof be poftponed;

and that In the mean while Dr. Franklin be directed to write to

the poft-mafters, and enquire on what terms expreffes can be pro-

cured.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow;

Friday, February 2. 1776.

Two letters from general Schuyler dated 22d and 25th January,

accompanied with an account of his expedition to Tryon county,

and enclofing fundry difpatches from Canada, and other papers,

being received, were read, and referred to Mr. Wythe, Mr. E.
Rutledge, and Mr. M'Kean.
A receipt of general Schuyler for ^. 7829 : 9: o Pennfylvania

currency, equal to 20878.5 doUa-s, fent him by order of the 30th

of December was laid before Congrefs. '^

A letter from colonel Wayne being read,

Refolved, That colonel Wayne be direfted to quarter his batta-

lion in and near Chefter, until the farther orders of Congrefs, or

of a committee of Congrefs, for that purpofe appointed.

Ordered, That the fecretary deliver Mr. J. Meafe a copy of co-

lonel Wayne's letter, fo far as refpects the fupplying his battalion

with neceffaries.

The committee to whom the memorial of M. Afpden was refer-

red, brought in their report, whereupon,

Refolved, That Mr. Matthias Afpden be permitted to export in

the floop Tryal, coniigned to him from Port au Prince, the pro-

duce or manufaftures of thefe colonies, (horned cattle, flieep,hogs,

poultry, and lumber for making eaflcs excepted) to Port au Prince,

to the amount of i8oo pounds, Pennfylvania currency :

That the above permifTion be not drawn Into precedent, and

that
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that Mr. AfpJen take every poflible precaution to avoid all Britifil

men of war and cutters on the voyage.

The committee to whom the memorial of Keppele and Steiu-

metz was referred, brought In their report, whereupon

Rejohed, That the Memoriallfts have nojuft claim to fatlsfaftl-

on or reparation for the lofs of their Ihip and cargo, feized by one

of the king's (hips of war, and detained by admiral Greves and ge-

neral Howe, either out of the continental treafury, or out of the

value of the cloathing fent hither to fupply the Brltifh troops at

Bofton, and intercepted and difpofed of to the ufe of the Ameri-

can army.

Refolved, That a committee of three be appointed to take an

account of the prifoners, the names of the officers, and their places

of refidence, and report the fame to Congrefs :

The members chofen, Mr. M'Kean, Mr. Smith, and Mr. Wifner.

.

A memorial from the rev. Mr. Samfon Occum was read, and

referred to the committee on indian affairs.

Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday next.

Monday, February 5. 1776.

Refolved, That general Schuyler be directed to have the arms

of fuch of the troops marching to Canada, as pafs through Al-

bany, carefully examined there; and fuch of them as are deficient

and want repair exchanged for the good effe;R:ive arms taken from

the tories, and to order thofe exchanged and left, to be repaired.

The committee to whom general Schuyler's letters were refer-

red, brought in their report, which was taken into confideration,

and thereupon,

Rejohed, That general Schuyler has proceeded in difaiTning

fuch inhabitants of the county of Tryon, in the colony of New-
York, as were difaffefted, and providing for the future tran-

quility of thofe parts, ^n'Ca. fidelity, prudence, and difpatch, and

at the fame time with a proper temper towards that deluded

people, and thereby performed a meritorious fervlce :

That the checrfulnefs and ready affillance of thofe who accom*

panied general Schuyler in his march to the county of Tryon, and

their ufeful fervices in that expedition,- difcovcred fuch a patriotic

fplrit, that it is hoped none of them will allow their countrymen

to entertain a fufplcion that any ignoble motive aftuated them, by
requiring a pecuniary reward, efpeclally when they were employed

in i'uppreffing a mifchlef in their own neighbourhood :

That the refolution of Congrefs of the 8th of laft month, for

fending fhlp-wrights from the cities of New-York and Philadel-

phia, to build batteaus at Ticonderoga, be fuperfeded ; and that

general Schuyler be defired to employ any fuch artificers, as he

ihall think proper, in that bufinefs :

- That general Schuyler be defired to ifliie warrants for compleat-

ine
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ing the regiment diretfted to be raifed in New-York for the fervlce

of Canada; and that it be recommended to the convention of that

colony to appoint fuch officers thereof, as general Schuyler hath

nominated:

That the appointments by general Schuyler of Mr. Hubbard
Brown to be conduftor of artillery, Gyfbert Marfelis, Efq. to be
barrack-mafter, Mr. Peter Schuyler to take charge of the arms,

and Mr. Philip Van Ranfelair, to be ftore-keeper at Albany, be
confirmed ; and that general Schuyler be defired to inform Con-
grefs of the proper falaries to be annexed to thofe offices :

That General Schuyler be defired to procure llcilful perfons to

affift general Woofter in exploring the river St. Lawrence, and to

conftruft the armed boats to be kept there, according to a former
refolution ofConerefs:o

That the bounty given by general Schuyler for encouraging men
to enter into the Canadian fervice be approved, in confideration of
the fevere climate and inclement feafon :

That by the refolution of Congrefs of the 8th of laft month,
fefj^efting the provifions and ftores to be fent to fort George, it

was intended as general Schuyler underftood it> that he fhould b^
fupplied with fuch of thofe articles as he fhould require :

That general Schuyler be defired to employ fuch batteau-men

as are in or near Albany, inftead of thofe it was recommended to

the convention of New-York to procure, upon the beft terms he
can, and to acquaint Congrefs for what wages they will ferve:

That captain Wyncoop be employed under commo-
dore DougJafs, in the naval department.

Ordered, That general Schuyler's narrative of his march into

Tryon county be publifiied in the news-papers.

The committee to whom the memorial of Samfon Occum, one
of the Mohegan Indians, in Connedicut, was referred, brought
in their report; whereupon,

Refohed, That a friendly commerce between the people of the
United Colonies and the Indians, and the propagation of thegof-
pel, and the cultivation of the civil arts among the latter, may-
produce many and inelliraable advantages to both ; and that the
commiflioners for indian afi^airs be defired to confider of proper
places in their refpeftive departments for the refidence of minifters

and fchoolmaflers, and report the fame to CooG^refs :

That the commiffioners for Indian affairs in the northern de-

partment be defired to enquire of Mr. Jacob Fowler of the Mon-
tauke tribe of Indians on Long-Ifland, and Mr. Jofeph Johnfon
of the Mohegan, upon what terms they will refide among the Six
Nations of Indians, and inftruft them in the Chrifl:ian religion.

Refolved, That Mr. Dohicky Arundel, who was recommended
to the notice of Congrefs by Mr. Lewis, be defired to repair to

general Schuyler, and that general Schuyler be dirofted to exa-

VoL. XL G mins
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mine him, and if he finds him capable, and fuitably qualified, to

employ him in the artillery fervice in Canada.

Dr. Cadwallader having, in a letter to the prefident, reprefent-

ed, that being fent for by general Prefect laft Saturday night, he

found him in a dangerous ftate of health ; and farther exprefling an

apprehenfion, that the dampnefs of the room may endanger the

general's life, if he remains there long ; it was thereupon

Refolved, That Dr. Cadwallader be defired to have proper lodg-

ings provided for general Prefcot ; and that general Prefcot be

removed from the goal to faid lodgings, and there kept under a

guard :

That the commanding officer of the troops in the barracks of

Philadelphia, be direfted to keep a proper guard over general

Prefcot.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Tuesday, February 6. 1776^

A letter from the committee of fafety for New-York was read>

informing that general Clinton arrived there on the 4th inft. but

that it was apprehended his deftination w^as to the fouthward.

Ordered, That a copy of faid letter be fent to the fouthern co-

lonies.

The Congrefs being informed that colonel Heard having per-

formed the fervice enjoined him, was ready to make report of his

proceedings;

Refolved, That a committee of three be appointed to confer

with colonel Heard, and receive his report.

The members chofen, Mr. Crane, Mr. E. Rutledge, and Mr.
M'Kean.
A petition from fundry captains of the New-Jerfey battalions

was laid before Congrefs and read, whereupon
;

Refolved, That the fum of one dollar, and one third of a dollar,

be allowed to the officers of the two firft New-Jerfey battalions,

for every recruit by them raifed, and that has pafled mufter.

A letter from the committee of Reading in Berks county, was

read, mentioning the arrival of a number of prifoners, and defiring

to know how they are to be fupported
;

Refolved, That the fame be referred to the committee appointed

to-contra61: for fupplying the prifoners.

Refolved, That two members be added to the faid committee In

the room of thofe abfent.

The members chofen, Mr. Wilfon and Mr. Wolcott.

The committee on the regulatious of trade after the firft of March
next, brought in their report, which was read.

Refolved, That the fame be referred to Thurfday next, then to

be confidered in a committee of the whole.

Refolved, That general Schuyler be defired to encourage futlers

to
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to attend the army in Canada ; and that they return fuch fpecie as

they fhall receive for the articles they fupply it with, to the com-
milfary, who (hall draw orders, counterfigned by the general,

for the amount thereof, upon the Prelident ; by which a fnfficient

flock, may be in hand to pay off the foldiers, and the rifle and ex-

pence of lending money for that purpofe may be avoided.

The committee appointed to confer with colonel Heard, laid

before Congrefs a liit of nineteen perfons taken into cuftody by him

agreeable to the orders of Gongrefs, and brought to Philadelphia:

alfo two oaths taken by a number of the inhabitants of Long If-

land ; one upon delivering up their arms, and the other refpedting

their future coniacl.

The namei or the prifoners are, Benjamin Whitehead, Jofeph

French, John Polhemus, Nathaniel Moor, Samuel Hallet, Willi-

am Weyman, John Shoals, John Willet, Gilbert Van Wyck, Da-
niel Kiham, Jacob Mott, Gabriel G. Ludlow, Charles Hicks,

Samuel Martin, Samuel Clowes, Thomas Smith, George Weeks,
David Brooks, John Townfend.

Refohed, That the faid prifoners be fent to New-York, and de-

livered to the order of the convention of that colony, who are re-

quefted to confine or fecure the faid prifoners, until an enquiry be

had by the convention into their conduft, and report thereof made

to this Congrefs.

Ordered, That the committee confer with colonel Heard about

the mode of fending the prifoners to New-York.
The committee of claims reported that there is due.

To George Kennedy, on fundry certificates by him produced

the fum of 427.1 dollars, of which 338.9 dollars being for riffles,

&c. furnifhed to captain Morgan's company of rifflemen from Vir-

ginia, ought to be charged to faid company, and the remainder

to the continent.

Ordered, That the fame be paid.

Rejolved, That a committee of five be appointed to bring in a

refolution refpefting the exportation of naval Itores for the public

fervice.

• The members chofen, Mr. Hewes, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Ward, Mr
Paine, and. Mr. S. Adams
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Wednesday, February 7. i'T]6.

Refolved, That an order be drawn on the trcafurers in favour

of Peter Webbers, an exprefs, for the fum of 8 dollars, for the

time he has been detained in town.

Two letters from Lord Stirling, one of the 2d and the other of

the 5th of this month, with fundry papers enclofed were read.

Refolved, That the fame be referred to a committee of three.

The members chofen, Mr. Chafe, Mr. Rutledge,and Mr.Wythe.
The
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The Congrefs took into confideration the report of the commit-

tee on the letter from the committee of fafety for New-Jerfey, re-

fpefting the prifoners; and after debate,

Refolved, That the fame be re-committed to the committee who
brought it in, and to the committee appointed to take an account

of the prifoners :

That it be an inftruftion to the committee to examine the capi-

tulations entered into with the prifoners at the time of their fur-

render, to have the paroles of the officers taken, to order them to

their refpe6live places of refidence, to fee that the capitulations be

duly obferved, and the orders of Congrefs refpefting the prifoners

punctually carried into execution, and finally to make a return to

Congrefs of the paroles of the ofScers, their names and places of

refidence, and alfo the number of privates and where placed.

As only three of the former committees are now prefent, viz.

Mr. Adams, Mr. M'Kean, and Mr. Smith :

Refolved, That two more be added.

The members chofen, Mr. Wilfon and Mr. Wokott.
Refolved, That an order be drawn on the treafurers in favour of

Mr. James Meafe, for the fum of 10,000 dollars, for the ufe of the

battalions ordered to be raifed in Pennfylvania, he to be account-

able :

That a like order be drawn in favour of the naval committee, for

the fum of 20,000 dollars, to enable them to difcharge the debts

by them contra6led, the faid committee to be accountable :

That the fum of 250,000 dolljirs be fent to the pay-mailer ge-

neral, for the ufe of the army at Cambridge.

The committee on the letter from Reading reported, that they

have had a conference with David Franks, Efq. agent to the con-

tradlors for victualling the king's troops, who fays he will order

rations to be ilfued to the prifoners lately brought to Reading

;

•whereupon,

Refolved, That D. Franks, Efq. be permitted to viftual the

prifoners at Reading, and to fell his bills to defray the expencc

thereof:

That directions be given to Henry Holler to furniffi faid prifon-

ers with fuel and other neceffaries.

A memorial from Murray, Sanfom, and co. Jacob Watfon, and

Frederic Rhinelander of the city of New-York, was prefented to

Congrefs and read.

Refolved, That the fame be referred to a committee of three.

The members chofea, Mr. Lee, Mr. Nelfon, and Mr. Read.

A petition of Pierre L'Farque being prefented to Congrefs and

jread,

Refolved, That it be referred to the fecret committee.

Refolved, That a committee of three be appointed to examine

the Journals and report a lift of the matters yet unfinifhed.j

The
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The members chofen, Mr. E. Rutledge, Mr. Duane, and Mr*

Smith.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrovy.

Thursday, February 8. 1776.

Refolved, That the money voted yefterday be fent to the pay-

matter general, under the care of colonel Bull, and two other

trufty perfons.

The treafurers tranfmitted to Congrefs an account of fundry

draughts by them paH, viz.

1775. Auguft 23. One in favour of John Meafe by general

Wafhington, for 266| dollars.

Nov. 27. One in favour of Dr. Franklin, by James Warren,

for 7 1 1 1 dollars.

1776. Feb- 2. One in favour of Cox and Furman, by ditto, for

1000 dollars.

Feb. 6. One in favour of John Beane, by ditto, for 750 dollars.

Ordered, That the above fums be charged to the account of

James Warren, the pay-maffcer general.

Refolved, That a committee of three be appointed to contra^
with a proper perfon to fupply colonel Wayne's battalion with the

rations allowed them:

Alfo with a proper perfon to fupply the Pennfylvania troops

on the weft iide of the Sufquehannah ; and with a proper perfon

to fupply the battalion ordered to be raifed in the counties on De-
laware, while in that government.

The members chofen, Mr. Morton, Mr. Lewis, and Mr. Wilfon.
The committee of claims reported that there is due.

To Tench Tilghman, for efcorting money from Philadelphia to

general Schuyler, the fum of 286.9 dollars.

To Azariah Dunham on fundry certificates for provifions to fe-

veral riffle companies, 25.8 dollars.

To Melchior Meng, for waggon-hire, in carrying money to

Cambridge, the fum of 76 dollars.

To Mofes Gale, for the entertainment of captain Cluggage's
company of rif^e-men, 9.7 dollars, to be paid to Henry Wifner,
Efq.

To John B. Scot, for expences in conducing geoeral Prefcot
from Trenton to Philadelphia, 14.3 dollars.

To George Bunner, for waggon hire, in carrying money from
Philadelphia to general Schuyler, laft November, 39 dollars.

To Dennis Sneeden, for ferriage, provifions, &c. the fum of
50.6 dollars, to be paid to John Alfop, Efq.
To JefTe Jones for horfe-hire, 8.7 dollars, to be paid to Mr.

Pealing.

To Mark Bird for neceffarles to prifoners, 5.8 dollars.

To George Meade and co. on feveral certificates, 104.4 <5ol3ars,

of
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of which 99.2 being for rifles furnifhed to captain H. Stevenfon's

company, ought to be charged to faid company.
Ordered, That the above accounts be paid.

The committee farther reported, that Mr. M'Kean had laid be-

fore them an account of the application of 40 dollars put into his

hands by Congrefs, by which it appears that there remains in his

hands the fum of 15.4 dollars.

Ordered, That the fame be paid to Timothy Matlack, he to be

accountable.

The committee on the difpofition of the prifoners reported the

form of a parole to be figned by the officers, which being read was

agreed to, as follows :

I being made a prifoner of war by the army of the

thirteen United Colonies in North-America, do promife and en-

gage, on my word and honour, and on the faith of a gentleman,-

to depart from hence immediately to in the province of
being the place of my eleftion; and there, or within

fix miles thereof, to remain during the prefent war between Great-

Britain and the faid United Colonies, or until the Congrefs of the

faid United Colonies, fhall order otherwife ; and that 1 will not

direftly or indirectly, give any intelligence v/hatfoever to the ene-

mies of the United Colonies, or do or fay any thing in oppofition

to, or in prejudice of, the meafurej and proceedings of any Con-

grefs for the faid Colonies, during the prefent troubles, or until

I am duly exchanged or difcharged.

Given under my hand, this day of A. D.

The fecret committee, to whom the petition of Mr. Pierre

L'Farque was referred, brought in their report; whereupon,

/?^^/fc'(5^,ThatMr.Pierre L'Farquebe permitted to load the floop,

in which he imported a fmall quantity of powder and arms, with

the produce of thefe colonies, (horned cattle, fheep, hogs, poul-

try, and lumber for making caflcs excepted) and export the fame

to Martinique. And that the faid Mr. Pierre L'Farque do take

every pofiible precaution to avoid all Britifh men of war and cut-

ters on the voyage, and ufe his utmofl endeavours to import into

thefe colonies the powder and arms mentioned in his memorial,

and propofed to be imported by him.

The committee on the memorial of Sanfom, Murray, and co.

&c. brought in their report, which was read, and ordered to lie

on the table.

A memorial from the committee of fafety of Pennfylvania, re-

fpefting the erefting of powder-mills, was prefented to Congrefs

and read
;

Ordered to lie on the table.

Refolved, That an order be drawn on the treafurers in favour of

Dohicky Arundel, for the fum of 100 dollars, and that he be di-

refted immediately to repair to general Schuyler :

That
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' That a quarter cafk of powder be delivered to captain Craig of

colonel St. Clair's battalion, for the ufe of his company :

That the fum of 12,000 dollars be advanced to the convention

or committee of fafety of New-York, for the ufe of the four bat-

talions ordered to be raifed there ; that the fame be tranfmitted by
the delea;ate6 of that colony, the faid convention or committee of

fafety to be accouutable.

A memorial from Dr- Connolly, together with a letter from

Dr. Benjamin Rufh, refpefting the ftate of faid Connolly's health,

was prefented to Congrefs and read; whereupon

Refolved, That the faid J. Connolly be allowed at fuitable times

to walk in the Prifon-yard or hall, the goal-keeper taking efpecial

care to prevent his efcape.

The inhabitants of Richmond county in the colony of New-
York, having refufed to fend deputies to reprefent them in pro-

vincial convention, and otherwife manifefted their enmity and op-

pofition to the fyftem and meafures adopted for preferving the li-

berties of America ; and as a juft punifhment for their inimical

conduit, the inhabitants of that colony, having been prohibited

by the convention from all intercourfe and dealings with the inha-

bitants of the faid county, and this Congrefs being informed by
the committee of fafety of that colony, that the freeholders of the

faid county did afterwards, without any oppolltion, eledl deputies

to reprefent them in provincial convention; but as the proceedings

againft them had been fubmitted to the confideration of Congrefs,

it was apprehended the deputies could not be received, until the

fenfe of Congrefs thereupon fhould be communicated.

Refolved therefore. That it be referred to the faid provincial

convention to take fuch meafures refpe£ling the admiflion of the

deputies, and revoking the Interdict againil the inhabitants of faid

county, as they (hall judge moll expedient; provided that the faid

deputies and major part of the inhabitants of faid county fiiall fub-

fcribe the Aflbciatlon entered into in that colony.

Refolved, That Monday the 19th day of this Month be affigned

for Dr, Smith to deliver a funeral oration in honour of general

Montgomery, and of thofe officers and foldiers who fo magnani-

moufly fought and fell with him in maintaining the principles of

American liberty.,

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Friday, February 9, 1776.

Mr. Elbridge Gerry from the Maffachufets Bay attended and

produced a certificate of the appointment of delegates from that co-

lony; which was read, and is as follows :

" In Council, January 18, 1776.

Whereas John Hancock, Samuel Adams, John Adams, Ro-

bert Treat Paine, and Elbridge Gerry, Efquire, have been

chofen
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chofen by joint ballot of the two houfes of affembly, to rcprefent

the colony of Maffachufctts-Bay in New-England, in the Ameri-
can Congrefs, until the firft day of January, A. D. 1777.

Refolved, That they, or any one or more of them, are hereby
fully empowered with the delegates from the other American co-

lonies to concert, dire£l, and order fuch farther meafures, as fhall

to them appear bell calculated for the eftabliftiment of right and
liberty to the American colonies, upon a balis permanent and fe-

cure, againft the power and art of the Britifh adminiftration, and
guarded againft any future encroachments of their enemies, with

power to adjourn to fuch times and places, as fhall appear moft.

conducive to the public fafety and advantage.

Read and accepted. Sent doivnfor Concurrence.

John Lowell, Dep. Sec. pro tern.

In /^^ Ko'usE ^ II.epresenta'tives, Ja7iuary 18, ^776.

Read and concurred. And the fecretary is hereby direAed, as

foon as may be, to fignify to each of thofe gentlemen their ap-

pointment, with an attefted copy of this order. Sent upfor Con-.

currence.

James Warren, Speaker..

/« Council, January i^, 1776.

Head and concurred.

John Lowell, Dcp. Sec. pro tenu

A true Copy,

Attefi. Perez Morton, Bep. Sec."

Sundry letters being received , were laid before Congrefs and
read, viz.

Two from general Wafllington, one of the 24th and the other

of 30th of January, enclofing a copy of one to general Schuyler,

27th January, and a number of intercepted letters :

Three from general Schuyler, 29th and 31ft January, and ift

of February, enclofing copies of two letters from colonel Arnold,

and fundry other papers :

One from governor Trumbull, 3d February, with fundry pa-

pers enclofed

;

Refolved, That the foregoing letters be referred to a committee

of five.

The members tjiofen, Mr. Chafe, Mr. J. Adams, Mr. Penn,

Mr. Wythe, and Mr. Rutledge.

Two letters from the convention of New-Jerfey, of the 6th of

February were read; the one refpefting tea, was referred for con-

fideration to Monday next ; the other recommending perfons for

field-officers of the third battalion, ordered to be raifed in that

gplony : Whereupon the Congrefs proceeded to eleftion, and

Elias Dayton was eledted colonel.

Anthony
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Anthony Walton White, HeutenantHcalonel.

Francis Barber, major.

A manorial from Mr. Kirkland was prefented to Congrefs and

read.

Ordered to lie on the table.

The Congrefs taking into confideration the report of the com-

mittee on the fecond memorial of Sanfom, Murray and company,

&c.

Rafolved, That the memorialifts be permitted to make fale of

their cargo of wheat, in Connedlicut, or elfe to proceed on their

original voyage to Falmouth in England, and a market under the

office, papers and clearances, which the faid veffel failed with

from New-York in September laft ; and alfo fubjeft to the former

reftriftions of Congrefs refpefting the appointment of a comman^
der.

The Congrefs being informed of the arrival of fome arms, povv>

dei" and faltpetre :

Refohed, That the committee appointed on the 13th of laft

month to purchafe the faltpetre then imported, &c. be direfted

and impowered to take every neceffary meafure to have the faltpe-

tre now arrived manufaftured into gun-powder with all poflible

expedition :

That two tons of the powder now arrived, belonging to the

United Colonies, be delivered to the committee of fafety for Penn-

fylvania, in part of the powder borrowed of them :

That one ton of faid powder be delivered to the delegates of

North-Carolina, in confequence of a former order of Congrefs,

which has not yet been complied with :

That the committee appointed for manufafturing the faltpetre

into gun-powder be direfted to enquire into the ftate and quanti-

ty of the arms, powder and faltpetre now arrived, and report to

Congrefs.

A memorial from Stacy Hepburn was prefented to Congrefs
and read.

Refolved, That^%Li"i tferred to a committee of three :

The members chofen, Mr. M'Kean, Mr. Nelfon, and Mr.
Penn

.

Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday next.

Monday, February 12, 1776.
A letter from general Lee, dated the 9th inft. being received,

was read, wherein he informs, that a tranfport with troops was
arrived at New-York, that more might be expedted, and there-

fore that a farther reinforcement was neceflary to fecure and de-

fend that place ; whereupon,
Refolved, That it be recommended to the convention or com-

Biittee of fafety of New-Jerfey immediately to fend detachments of

Vol. II.
'

li their
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their minute men equal to a battalion, under proper officers, to
New-York, there to be under the command of major general Lee

;

That it be alfo recommended to the committee of fafety for

Pennfylvania, immediately to fend detachments of the four bat-

talions of aflbciators in Philadelphia to New-York, there to put
themfelves under the command of general Lee.

Refolved, That the colonels of the battalions ordered to be raifed

m Pennfylvania, be diredled to make an immediate return to Con-
grefs of the men inlifted, the places where they now are, and the

manner in which they are appointed.

R^folvedrT\i2iX. the fecret committee be direfted to fend to New-
York one ton of the powder belonging to the United Colonies, and
that the fame be delivered to the order of general Lee :

ihat the faid committee be empowered to purchafe for the life

of the United Colonies, on the beft terms they can, what powder
and arms arrive, belonging to private perfons ; and that they fur-

nifh with good arms fuch of the three remaining companies of the

firll Pennfylvania battalion deftined for Canada, as may want them,
in order that they may immediately proceed on their march.

Refohed, That fifty tons of falt-petre be delivered by the fecret

committee to the committee of fafety for Pennfylvania, who are

requefted to have the fame manufactured into gun-powder, in the

cheapeft and moll expeditious manner; and that this Congrefs will

confirm any contrafts made for the above purpofe:

That ten tons of falt-petre be by them fent to Mr. J. R. Living-

fton's mill in the colony of New-York, and that Mr. Livingfton

be defired to manufafture it into powder as foon as poffible, and to

enlarge his works, if it can conveniently be done:

That ten tons of falt-petre be alfo by them fent to the council of

the colony of Maflachufetts-Bay, and that they be defired to have

it manufactured into gun-powder, with all poffible expedition, and
fent to general Wafhington for the ufe of the army under his com-
mand.

Refohed, That it be recommended to the committee of infpefti-

on for the county of Chefter, to aid colonel Wayne in procuring

blankets for his battalion.

The Congrefs being informed that a gentleman was arrived from

Canada, who had matters of importance to communicate :

Ordered, That the committee of correfpondence confer with him,

and report to Congrefs.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Tuesday, February 13, 1776.

Refolved, That an order be drawn on the treafurers in favour

of John Chapman, for the fum of 800 dollars, to difcharge a
draught of the pay-mafter general, in favour of William Thom-

fou
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fon Efq. dated the 28th of December lafl; and that the fame be

charged to the account of the pay-mafter general.

Sundry letters being received were read, viz.

One from the convention of Nevp-Jerfey, dated the lotli, and

one from Meffrs. Dayton and Barber of the I2th5 and one fi-om

captain John Nevill, dated Pittfburgh, of the lil of this month,

and one from John Gibfon, dated 20th of January laft.

Refohed, That the tw^o laft letters be referred to the committee

on the indian affairs in the middle department:

That a committee of three be appointed to take into confidera-

tion the two former letters.

The members chofen, Mr. Smith, Mr. Bartlett, and Mr. Adams,
Refohed, That an order for 8000 dollars be drawn on the trea-

furers in favour of the committee of fafety for the three lower

counties on Delaware, for the ufe of the battalion raifing in that

government, the faid committee to be accountable :

That an order for 10,000 dollars be drawn on the treafurers in

favour of James Meafe, for the ufe of the Pennfylvania battalions

;

he to he accountable:

That Mr. Meafe be directed to fupply the troops in the barracks

near Philadelphia, with wooden bowls, buckets, and other necef-

faries.

Refohed, That it be recommended to the committee of fafety

for Pennfylvania, in cafe the barracks near Philadelphia cannot

contain all the troops raifed in faid colony, that they caufe part of

them to be quartered in the peft-houfe and old goal of this city.

Refohed, That an order be drawn on the treafurers, in favour

of colonel Bull, for the fum of 150 dollars, to defray his expences

in carrying money to Cambridge, he to be accountable.

The committee on the petition of Stacy Hepburn brought in

their report, which was agreed to, as follows :

That the faid petitioner be permitted to load the floop Dolphin
with the produce of thefe colonies, (live ftock and lumber for

making caflcs excepted) and to tranfport the fame to Hifpaniola,

he pi'omifing to ufe his utmoft endeavours to remit the amount of

faid cargo in military ftores, into fome port of this continent, as

foon as poffible.

The committee appointed to prepare a refolution for the expor-

tation of naval ftores brought in the fame, which was agreed to as

follows :

Refohed, That when naval ftores fhall be wanted in any of the

United Colonies, the affembly, convention, or committee of fafety

of fuch colony, may intruft a proper perfon or perfons to import

the fame, taking fufficient fecurity of him or them, that they will

faithfully ufe their beft endeavours to import the fame into fuch

port or ports as the faid affembly, convention, or committee of

iafety fhall direft, and as much as poffible to avoid all Britifh men
of
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of war and cutters; giving him or them, a certificate or certifi-

cates of the naval ftores wanted, and alfo of his having given the

faid fecurity : And that it be recommended to the convention,

council of fafetVj and committees of obfervation and infpeftion of

North-Carolina upon receiving fuch certificates, to permit the per-

fon or perfons producing the fame, to export to the colony apply-

ing for the fame, the naval ftores wanted by fuch colony :

That it be further recommended to the faid convention, council

of fafety, and committees of infpeclion and obfervation in North-

Carolina, to give permiflion to fuch veffels as may have arrived in

that colony for thofe articles, or fuch of the veffels belonging to

that colony, as they may think proper, to export naval ftores to

any of the United Colonies, taking fecurity as in the other cafes

above mentioned.

Refolved, That the pay and fubfiftance of two of the battalions

ordered to be raifed in the colony of Virginia, commence from the

firft day of November laft ; from which time they have been in ac-

tual fervice.

The convention of Virginia having recommended perfons for

field officers of the fix battalions ordered to be raifed in that colony,

the Congrefs proceeded to an eledlion, when
Patrick Henry, Efq. was eleded colonel ^
William Chri{iian,Efq lieutenant colonels of the firfl battalion.

Frank Eppes, Efq. major. j
William Woodford, Efq. colonel ~\

Charles Scott, Efq. lieutenant-colonel v of the fecond do.

Alexander Spotswood, Efq. major _j

Hugh Mercer, Efq. colonel ")

George Weedon, Efq. lieutenant-colonel C of the third do.

Thomas Marfhall, Efq. major
J)

Adam Stephen, Efq. colonel '~\

Ifaac Reade, Efq. lieutenant-colonel C of the fourth db.-

Robert Lawfon, Efq. major. j
William Peachy, Efq. colonel "^

William Crawford, Efq. lieut.-colonel C of the fifth dp.

Jofiah Parker, Efq. major. )
Mordecai Buckner, Efq. colonel "^

Thomas Elliot, Efq. lieutenant-colonel S- of the fixth do.

James Hendricks, Efq. major _)

Ordered, That the prefident fill up commifiions to the above offi-

cers, and that he fend blank commiffions to the convention of Vir-

ginia, to be by them filled up with the names of the officers ap-

pointed by them in the faid battalions, under the rank of a major.

Refolved, That the deputy mufter-mafter general be directed to

tnufter the battalion raifed in the three lower counties on Dela-

ware, and alfo thofe raifed in Pennfylyania, and make return to

Gongrefs.

Refolved,
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Refolved., That a committee of five be appointed to" confider in-

to what departments the middle and fouthern colonies ought to

be formed, in order that the military operations of the colonies

may be carried on in a regular and fyftematic manner.

The members chofen, Mr. Lynch, Mr. Wilfon, Mr. Penn,
Mr. Harrifon and Mr. Alexander.

Refolved, That an order be drawn on the treai'urers in favour of.

the delegates of Virginia for the fum of 20,000 dollars for the ufe

of the battalions, ordered to be raifed there, the convention of
jthat colony to be accountable.

Refolved, That Mr. M'Kean be defired to requeft the commit-
tee of infpeftion and obfervation for the city and liberties of Phi-
ladelphia not to proceed in palling any cenfures on the venders,

and ufers of tea, till further orders from Congrefs.

Refolved, That the detachments marching from Philadelphia to

New-York, under the command of colonel Dickinfon be allowed
for fubfiftance while on their march, the fum of one dollar, and
one third of a dollar per week for each of the privates, and non-
commiffioned officers ; and that the commiflioned officers be al-

lowed in proportion according to the rations allotted to them, and
that they receive the fame pay as the four Pennfylvania battalions,

from the time they begin their march.

That a committee of three be appointed to confider the beffc

method of fubfifting the troops in New-York, and what fum of
money it will be neceffary to fend thither, and alfo what fura

ousht to be advanced to colonel Dickinfon.

The members chofen Mr. Sherman, Mr. Duane and Mr
Wilfon.

A petition from Mr. Bernard Romans was prefented to Con-
grefs and read.

Refolved, That it be recommended to the convention of New-
York to pay Mr. Bernard Romans up to the 9th day of the pre-
fent month.

Refolved, That an order for 600 dollars be drawn on the trea-

furers in favour of Samuel Fairlamb (who has contrafted to fuD-
ply colonel Wayne's battalion, quartered in and near Chefter at
the rate of feven ninetieths of a dollar per ration) to enable him to
execute his contraft, he to be accountable.

The committee appointed to prepare an addrefs to the inhabi-
tants of the United Colonies, brought in a drauo-ht which was
read.

Ordered to lie on the tablC'

Refolved, That captain Gordon upon giving his parole, be per-
mitted, while he remains in town, to vlfit general Prefect at
proper feafons.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-niorrow.

Wednesday.
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Wednesday, February 14, 1776.
Refolved, That two of the brafs fix pounders at New-York be-

loaging to the United Colonies, be fent to Virginia for the ufe of
the forces there.

Sundry letters being received were read;

One from general Schuyler of the 7th of this month ; one from
general Woofter of 29 January, and one from general Arnold of
24th of faid month.

Refolved, That the foregoing letters with the papers enclofed,

be referred to a committee of three.

The members chofen, Mr. Wythe, Mr. J. Adams and Mr.
Chafe.

A letter from the committee of Amboy dated loth of this

month, was read and referred for confideration till to-morrow.

The committee of claims reported that there is due,

To John Ware for conducting a French gentleman from Har-
wick townfliip in SufTex county to Philadelphia, the fum of 13.2

dollars.

Ordered that the fame be paid.

Application being made by fome of the mafter carpenters em-
ployed in building the continental frigates to fome members of

this houfe, informing that about fifty of their journeymen and ap-

prentices had engaged as voluntiers to march with the battalion of

alTociators for New-York, and that their zeal for the public fer-

vice was fuch, that they cannot be perfuaded to defift by any ar-

guments or influence of faid builders

;

o ...
Refolved, That the fpirit and zeal of the faid journeymen and

apprentices is highly approved of by Congrefs ; but neverthelefs it

is the opinion of this Congrefs, that the public will be more ef-

fentially ferved by their continuing at work on the faid continental

frigates, and that therefore all the carpenters journeymen and ap-

prentices employed as aforefaid be requefted to re;main in that fer-

vice, as there is no doubt but other affociators will complete the

number wanted.

The Congrefs refolved itfelf into a committee of the whole, to

take into confideration the report of the committee on the regula-

tions and reftriAions under which the ports fliould be opened after

the firft day of March next, and after fome time fpent thereon

.the prefident refumed the chair, and Mr. Ward reported, that the

committee had taken into confideration the matter referred to

them, but not having come to a conclufion, defired leave to fit

again.

Refolved, That this Congrefs will to-morrow refolve itfelf into

3 committee of the whole, to take into farther confideration the

report of the committee on the reftridions and regulations of trade

after the firft of March ne^t.

The
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The committee of correfpondence, who were ordered to confer

with the gentleman from Canada, brought in their report which,

was read.

Rejolvedy That the confideration thereof be referred till to-

morrow.

The committee appointed to confider the beft method of fubfift-

ing the troops in New-York, laid their report on the table.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Thursday, February 15, 1776.

Refohed, That the fecret committee deliver one hundred and

fifty ftand of arms to colonel Maxwell, for the ufe of fuch of the

companies of his battalion as want them, in order that they may
immediately proceed to Canada.

The committee to whom the letters from the convention of

New-Jerfey, and from the field officers of the third battalion,

ordered to be raifed in that colony, were referred, brought in

their report, which was read and agreed to as follows :

Refohed, That colonel Heard be direfted to furnifli colonel

Dayton with fuch of the arms lately brought from Long-Ifland,

as are or may be made fit for fervice, or fo many of them as colo-

nel Dayton may defire

:

That 30,000 dollars be advanced to Thomas Lowry on ac-

count ; and that he be fully authorized to procure all neceffaries

(except arms) ordered by Congrefs, for the three battalions raifed

or to be raifed in the colony of New-Jerfey :

That the convention or committee of fafety of New-Jerfey be
allowed from the continental ftock, half a ton of powder, out of

which they are to re-pay what has been borrowed from Elizabeth-

Town, Somerfet, Woodbridge, and Brunfwick :

That to the fame convention or committee of fafety be advanced

the further fum of 5000 dollars for the purpofe of compleating the

three battalions there with arms, which they are defired to accom-
plifh with all poflible expedition.

Refohed, That two tons of the powder belonging to the conti-

nent be delivered to the delegates of Virginia for the ufe of the

forces in that colony.

Sundry letters by colonel Ritzema being received were read,

viz.

One from general Lee dated the i ith, and one from jreneral

Schuyler of the 4th of this month, with one from general Woof-
ter of the 27th January.

Refohed, That the faid letters be referred to the committee to

whom the letters received yefterday were referred, and that the

faid committee be direfted to confer with colonel Ritzema, and

feport to Congrefs.

Information
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Information being received that general Clinton was gone from
New-York, the Congrefs came to the following refolution :

The Congrefs have a proper fenfe of the fpirit and patriotifm of

the affociators of the city and liberties of Philadelphia, in cheerful-

ly offering and preparing to march, in order to afiifl: in the defence

of New-York ; but as the danger, v/hich occafioned an applica-

tion for their fervlce, is at prefent over,

Refolved, That their march to New-York be fufpended.

Refc/lved, That a paymafter be appointed for the troops in Vir-

ginia, and that his pay be 50 dollars /Jifr month.

The Congrefs then proceeded to the eledtion, and Benjamin

Harrifon, jun. of Berkley was chofen.

The Congrefs taking into confideration the report of the com-
mittee of correfpondence,

Refolved, That a committee of three, (two of whom to be

members of Congrefs) be appointed to repair to Canada, there to

purfue fuch inftruftions as fhall be given them by Congrefs :

The members chofen, Dr. Benjamin Franklin, Mr. S. Chafe,

and Mr. C. Carroll of Carrollton.

Refolved, That Mr. Cai'roll be requefted to prevail on Mr. John
Carroll to accompany the com.mittee to Canada, to afiifl them in

fuch matters as they fhall think ufeful :

That this Congrefs will make provifion to defray any expences

which may attend this meafurc.

Refolved, That eight tons ofpowder be immediately fentto Ca-

Eada, for the ufe of the forces there.

The committee of claims reported that there is due.

To Richard Smith for provifions furnifned by fundry perfons

in New-York government to captain Rofs's company of rifHe men,

the fum of 28.8 dollars :

To Michael Connolly on account of expences in bringing the

women and children belonging to the 26th and 7th regiments from

Efopus to Reading, the fum of 1082.8 dollars:

To colonel Simes on account of expences In bringing the bag-

gage of the 26th and 7th regiments from Walpack to Lancafler

and feveral other fmall expences, the fum of 569 dollars :

To Thomas M'Enry for 800 canteen flraps, the fum of 1-33-^

dollars.

Ordered, That the fald accounts be paid.

The committee to whom the letter from the committee of fafe-

ty of New-York of the 3d of January, and the letter from gover-

nor Trumbull of the 6th of the fame month were referred,

brought in their report, which was taken into confideration,

ivhereupon

Refolved, That no farther works be erefted on Martler's rock,

but that thpfe already ercdled there b.fupported and garrifoned :

That
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That a fafcine battery to mount heavy cannon, not exceeding

eighteen in number, be thrown up on the Gravel Hill eaftward of

Martler's rock, marked in the draught LL, fo as to command the

weft point, the reach down the river from the weft point, and

part of the reach up the river; and that a convenient road be o-

pened from this battery to the barracks on Mertler's rock:

That a redoubt of earth and fafcines be built on the eminence

on the eaft fide of the river oppofite to the weft point marked in

the draught A to mount thirty guns :

That it be recommended to the convention or committee of fafe-

ty of New-York to forward the battery at Pooplopen's kill ; and

that the faid battery be made of earth and fafcines, and to mount

a number of guns, not exceeding forty :

That fuch of the continental troops as are or may be ftationed

at the aforefaid places, be employed in erefting thefe works and

batteries under the direftion of the engineer :

That it be recommended to the convention or committee of

fafety ofNew York to profecute the difcovery of the lead mine at

New Canaan; and that a copy of the report of Jofeph Hopkins to

the general affembly of Connecticut refpedling this mine be fent to

them.

The Congrefs took into confideration the report from the com-
mittee of the whole houfe, and after debate

Refolved, That the fame be re-committed.

Refolved, That this Congrefs vfill to-morrow morning refolve

itfelf into a committee of the whole, to take into confideration the

propriety of opening the ports, and the reftridlions and regula-

tions of the trade of thefe colonies after the firft of March next.

Refolvedy That the committee on ways and means to procure

cannon, be directed to enquire what quantity of brafs can be pro-

cured, and that they be empowered to contradi for the fame.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.

Friday, February 16, 1776.

Refolved, That the fecret committee be direfted to furnifli co-

lonel St. Clair's battalion with arms, and that the prefident write

to colonel St. Clair, and direft him to ufe the utmoft diligence in

getting his battalion ready, and to march the companies, one at

a time, as faft as they can be got ready, to Canada, with all poffi-

ble expedition.

The committee appointed to make an eftimate of the cannon

wanted, for the defence of the colonies, and to devife ways and

means for procuring them, &c. brought in their report, which
was read, and ordered to lie on the table.

Agreeable to the order of the day, the Congrefs refolved itfelf

into a committee of the whole, to take into confideration the pro-

priety of opening the ports, and the reftridlions and regulations of

Vql. n. I the
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the trade of thefe colonies after the firft ofMarch next ; and after

feme time the prefident refumed the chair, and Mr. Ward re-

ported that the committee had taken into confideration the matter

referred to them, but not having come to a conclufion, defired

him to move for leave to fit again.

Refolved, That this Congrefs v^ill, to-morrow morning, refolve

itfelf into a committee of the whole, to take into their farther

confideration the propriety of opening the ports, and the reftric-

tions and regulations of trade after the firft of March next.

The committee to whom general Wafliington's and general

Schuyler's letters were referred, laid their report on the table.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Saturday, February 17, 1776.

Refolved, That an order for ten thoufand dollars be drawn on

the treafurers in favour of James Meafe, for the ufc of >he Penn-

fylvania battalions, he to be accountable.

That colonel James Irvine, of the fixth Pennfylvania battalion,

be authorized and impoA^ered Jto purchafe good arms for the ufe of

his battalion, the price of the fame to be dedu^Sled out of the pay

of the men.
- The committee on the ftate of the treafury brought in a report

which was read.

Refolved, That a ftanding committee of five be appointed for

fuperintending the treafury :

That it be the bufinefs of this committee.

To examine the accounts of the treafurers, and from time to

time report to Congrefs the ftate of the treafury :

To confider of ways and means for fupplying gold and filver

for the fupport of the army in Canada :

To employ and inftrucl proper perfons for liquidating the pub-

lic accounts, with the different paymafters and commifTaries in the

continental fervice, and the conventions, committees of fafetyand

others who have been or fhall be intrufted with the public money
;

and from time to time to report the ftate of fuch accounts to Con-

grefs :

To fuperintend the emiffion of bills of credit

:

To obtain from the different aflemblies and conventions of the

United Colonics, accounts of the number of Inhabitants in each

colony, according to the refolution of Congrefs on that fubjeft.

The members chofen, Mr. Duane, Mr. Nelfon, Mr. Gerry,

Mr. Smith and Mr. Willing.

The Congrefs taking into confideration the report of the com-

mittee on the treafury

;

Refolved, That a farther fum of four millions of dollars be e-

mitted on the fame fecurlty, as the fums heretofore emitted by

Cono'refs have been:

That
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That the comtnittee for fupen'ntending the treafury be diredled

to confider the numbers and denominations of the bills, in which it

will be proper to emit the above four millions, and report to Con-

grefs.

The committee appointed to confider into what departments the

middle and fouthern colonies ought to be divided, brought in

their report which was read.

The committee to whom fundry letters from brigadier general

Arnold, brigadier general Woofter, major general Schuyler, and

major general Lee were referred, brought in their report, which

was taken into confideration; whereupon,

Refolvsd, That major general Lee be direfted immediately to

repair to Canada, and take command of the army of the United

Colonies in that province :

That major generd Schuyler be diredled to repair, as foon as

his health "will permit, to New-York, and take the command of

the forces and conduct the military operations there ; and that the

prefident inform hiai by exprefs of this arrangement and the rea-

fons that led to it:

That it be recommended to the convention or committee of

fafety of New-York, to fupply general Lee v/ith a quantity of

fuitable cannon not exceeding twelve; and one or more mortars, if

to be had, with balls, -fiiells, and other neceifaries for the fiege or

afTault of Quebec ; and that they afllll him in forwarding the fame

with all poffible expedition :

That the regiment of Canadians, the raifing of which is men-
tioned in brigadier general Arnold's letter of the 12th of January
lail, to have been put on foot by him, receive the fame pay and
be fubjeft to the fame regulations as the other forces employed in

Canada, and be accounted part of the number defigned to be raif-

ed for that fervice :

That the appointment of captain Ranfalier to be deputy
mutter matter general of the forces in Canada, be confirmed :

That tl-e appointment of John Halfted, Efq; to be commifla-

ry for the army before Quebec, be confirmed :

That major general Schuyler be direfted to have provifions

ftored in proper places near Hudfon's river, between Albany and.

the Highlands, to fupply fuch troops as it may be neceffary to

call out of the country

:

That the offer made by general Schuyler to pay at the rate of

four {hillings per day, for each of the fleds hired to forward the

Pennfylvania and New-Jerfey forces in their march to Canada, be

complied with:

That the officers in the continental armies be enjoined to ufe

their utmott diligence in preventing every kind of plunder ; and
that all who fhall offend herein be punifhed according to the

ftritleil difcipliae :

That
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That the refolves of Congrefs for encouraging futlers, to at-

tend the army in Canada, be publifhed with thein formation that
hofiery, fhoes, coarfe linens, foap, rum, fugar, and wine are

much wanted there :

That a few artificers fuch as armourers, fmiths, carpenters,

harnefs-makers and wheel -wrights, v^ith proper perfons to fuper-

intend them, be forthwith fent to Canada:
That it be recommended to the convention of New-York, that

fuch of the officers, who ferved faithfully in Canada the laft cam-
paign, as are willing to continue there, be preferred in the new
levies of the colony of New-York to others.

Refolved, That a committee of three be chofen to prepare iu-

ilruAions for the committee appointed to go to Canada.
The members elected, Mr. J. Adams, Mr. Whythe and Mr.

Sherman.

Refolved, That this Congrefs will, on Tuefday next, refolve itr

felf into a committee of the whole, to take into confideration the

propriety of opening the ports, and the reftriftions and regulations

of trade, after the firft of March next.

Refolved, That the committee appointed to purchafe fundry ar-

ticles of cloathing for the northern army, .be directed to contraft

for good ftrong fhoes for the army in Canada.

The Congrefs taking into confideration the report of the com-
mittee, on the method of fubfiftin^ tlie troops in New-York, &c.

Refolved, That the fum of thirty-five thoufajid dollars, be ad-

vanced to the convention, or committee of fafety of New-York,
for the fupport of the troops employed in the defence of that colo-

ny ; the faid convention or committee of fafety, to be accountable

for the expenditure thereof ; and that an order be drawn on the

•treafurers for the above fum, in favour of the delegates of that co-

lony, who are directed to forward the fame :

That it be recommended to the convention or committee of fafe-

ty of New-York, to contradl with proper perfons for fupplying

the faid troops with the rations allowed by Congrefs, and with

fuel and other neceflaries, on the mofl reafonable terms ii;i their

power.

The committee of claims reported that there is due.

On an account exhibited by the committee of Frederic couniy,

Maryland, to be paid to S. Chafe, and W. Paca, Efqrs. the fum

of 860.9 ^o^^^i's ; of which 268.^ being for rifles, &c. furniflied

captain Creflap's company of riflemen, ought to be charged to

the faid company, and the remainder to the continent

:

To Nicholas Hower, for waggonage, the fum of 74.4 dollars,

and that the fame ought to be paid to Daniel Hower.
Ordered, That the above accounts be paid.

Adjourned to ten o'clock qn Monday.

Monday,
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Monday, February 19. 1776.

Met according to adjournment, and having attended the orati-

on delivered in honour of general Montgomery, and of thofe offi-

cers and foldiers who magnanimoufly fought and fell with himj
in maintaining the principles of liberty

;

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

TuESDAYj February 20. .1776.

The convention of New-Jerfey having made a new choice of de-

legates to reprefent that colony in Congrefs, three of faid dele-

gates attending, produced their credentials, which wrere read as

follows

:

" In Provincial Conve7ition, Nenv-Jerpy, Brunfvjick, i^th F^;-

hriiary^ l']']S.

Refalved^ on motion, unanimoufly. That William Livingfton,

John de Hart, Richard Smith, John Cooper, and Jonathan Dick-

enfon Sergeant, Efqrs. be delegates to reprefent this province in

the Continental Congrefs, for the fpace of one year, or until others

fhall be legally appointed in their ftead, and that they or any three

or more of them, have full and ample power to confent and agree

to all meafures which fuch Congrefs fliall deem neceffary; and this

province bind themfelves to execute, to the utmoft of their power,

all refolutions which the faid Congrefs may adopt. And further,

if the faid Congrefs fliall think neceffary to adjourn, we do autho-

rife our faid delegates to reprefent and aft for this province, in

any one Congrefs to be held by virtue of fuch adjournments, dur-

ing their delegation.

A true copy from the 7ninuteSf

William Pater son, Secretary^''

A letter from general Lee, of the I7thin{lant, was read.

A memorial from a number of the inhabitants of Northumber-
land, in the colony of Pennfylvania, with fix papers therein en-

clofed, was prefented to Congrefs and read : A!fo,

A petition from fundry inhabitants near Pittlburg, was prefent-

ed and read.

Refolved, That the above .memorial and petition be referred to a

committee of five.

The members chofen, Mr. Hewes, Mr. W. Livingfton, Mr.

Paca, Mr. E. Rutledge, and Mr. Chafe.

Lieutenant Braflier, who had the orders of general Schuyler to

conduft a number of Canadian prifoners to New-Jerfey or Penn-

fylvania, having executed his orders, laid his inftrutlions before

Congrefs which were read. Alfo, Mr. Shallus, quarter-mafter

of the firft Pennfylvania battalion, having had orders to conduct

certain prifoners down from Kingfton, and having executed his

orders, laid his inllructions before Congrefs, which were read.

Refolvsdt
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Refohedt That thefe be referred to the committee on the prifon-

€rs.

Refolved, That the fecret committee be direfted to deliver to

colonel Maxwell, or order, twenty ftand of arras for the ufe of his

battalion, he to be accountable for the fame.

The Congrefs took into confideration the report of the commit-
tee on the ways and means of procuring cannon ; whereupon

Refolved, That two hundred and fifty, twelve pounders, fixty,

nine pounders, and fixty-two, four pounders be purchafed for the

ufe of thefe colonies :

That the committee on the ways and means of procuring can-

non be empowered to purchafe or contrail for making the fame :

That a new member be added to that committee.

The member chofen, Mr. W. Livingfton.

The committee of claims reported that there is due.

To Michael Connolly, expences for waggon-hire, carrying the

prifoners baggage from Bethlehem to Reading, and his own ex-

pences four days, the fum of i6o dollars.

To Richard Howell, for tranfportation of powder to Burling-

ton, the fum of 345 dollars.

Ordered, That the above accounts be paid.

Refolved, That colonel Wayne be diredled to march with his bat-

talion to New-York, and put himfelf under the command of ge-

neral Lee, or the commanding officer there.

The Congrefs being informed that two prifoners taken at

Chamblee, and who had leave to ftay at Newark in the province of

New-Jerfey, on condition of their making gun-locks, for the ufe

of the United Colonies, are not employed in that work;

Refolved, That the faid two prifoners be ordered to Philadel-

phia, and put under the direflion of Mr. Rittenhoufe, to carry on

the above bufinefs.

The Congrefs being informed that a quantity of powder belong-

ing to the United Colonies was arrived at Brunfwick in New-Jer-

fey,

Refolved, That Mr. Lewis, Mr. Alfop, and Mr. P. Livingfton,

be direfted to forward the faid powder under a guard, with all

poilible expedition, to general Wafhington, for the ufe of the ar-

my under his command.

Refolved, That an order be drawn on the treafurers in favour of

M. la Juneffe, for the fum of 250 dollars, for his fervices in behalf

of the United Colonies.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Wednesday, February 21. 1776.

The commiltee of claims reported that there is due,

To Shallus, for his expences in condud:ing prifoners

from Albany to Trenton, the fum of I7f dollars :

To
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To Cafpar Shaaf, for waggonage, the fum of 104 dollars, and

that the fame ought to be paid to S. Chafe, and W. Paca, Efqrs.

Ordered, That the faid accounts be paid.

• Two letters from general Schuyler of the 10th and 13th inft.

being received were read.

Refolved, That the fame be referred to a committee of three.

The members chofen, Mr. Wythe, Mr. Harrlfon, and Mr. S.

Adams.
A letter from the committee of fafety for Pennfylvania, of the

20th inft. refpedling the prifoners at Lancafter, was read,

Refolved, That the fame be referred to the committee on the

prifoners.

The committee on the treafury to whom it was referred to con-

lider the numbers and denominations of the bills, &c. brought in

their report, which was confidered and agreed to, as follows :

That the four millions of dollars now to be emitted, confifl of

the following denominations.

600,000 of orje-Jixth of a dollar. 100,000
600,000 of ene-third do. 2O0,ooa
600,000 of one-half do. 300,000
600,000 of tnjjo-thirds do. 400,000

130.436 oi one dollar. 130,436

130.437 oi tnxjo do. 260,874
130,436 of /^r^e^ do. 391,308

130,435 of/our do. 521,740
65,217 of/"f^ do. 326,085
65,217 ofjix do. 391,302
65,217 ofye't;e« do. 456,519
65,217 of e/^^^ do. 521,736

3,182,612 4,000,000
That the plates engraved for the two former emiffions, be ufed

in the new emilTion of the bills from one to eight dollars inclufive,

and that thofe bills be exprefled in the following words.

No. Dollars.

This bill entitles the bearer to receive Spanifh milled

dollars, or the value thereof in gold or filver, according to a re-

folution of Congrefs, pafTed at Philadelphia, February 17. 1776:
That the faid bills be figned by two figners, and each different

denomination numbered from No. 1. progreffively :

That one plate with proper devices be engraved for the fmaller

bills now to be emitted, under the value of one dollar :

That the form of the bills be as follows
;

One of a dollar, according to a refolution of Congrefs
paffed at Philadelphia, February 17. 1776.

That each of thefe bills be figned by one figner only, and th^t

each different denomination be numbered from No. i. progreffive-

ly, as aforefaid

:

That
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That Michael Hillegas, Richard Bache, and Stephen Pafchall,

Efqrs. be appointed and authorifed to infpeft the prefs

:

That before they enter upon their office, they fliall refpedlively

take an oath or affirn:iation to be adminillered to them by any ma-
giftrate, " well and faithfully to execute the truft repofed in them
by a refolution of Congrefs, as infpeclors of the prefs, according

to the beft of their Utill and judgment." A certificate of which
oath or affirnaation (hall be delivered to the committee on the trea-

fury

:

That each of the faid infpedlors refpettively, fhall be allowed
two dollars a day for their ferviccs, while they fhall be employed in

infpefting the prefs, in the execution of the faid truft.

Refolved, That the committee on the treafury be direfted to have
the foregoing refolntions carried into execution with all convenient

difpatch.

The committee for receiving the applications for offices in the

continental army reported, that they have nominated Mr. Lewis
Durham for fnrgeon to the third battalion now raifmg in the co-

lony of New-Jeriey, and recommend him to the Congrefs for ap-

pointment to the faid office.

Refolved, That the report be agreed to, and that a commiffion

be granted to Mr. Lewis Durham accordingly.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Thursday, February 22. 1776.

Two letters from general Wafhington, both of the 9th of this

month, being received and read,

Refolvcdy That the faid letters be referred to a committee of the

.whole Congrefs.

Accordinp-jy the Congrefs refolved itfelf into a committee of

the whole, to take into conlideration the letterh juft received from

general Wafliington, and after fome time the prefident refumed

the chair, and Mr. Ward reported that the committee had taken

into confideration the letters referred to them, but not having

come to a conclufion, defired him to move for leave to fit again.

Refolved, That this Congrefs will to-morrow refolve itfelf into a

committee of the whole, to take into their farther confideration

the letters from general Wafliington.

Information being given by a delegate from New-Jerfey, that

the regiment of militia, ordered by the convention of that colony

to march for the defence of New-York, in confequence of the re-

folve of Congrefs of the I2thinftant, wanted arms, with which

they could not be furniflied, unlefs the Congrefs would fupply

them out of the public ftock; the Congrefs took this matter into

confideration, and being of opinion that it would not be proper to

fpare the public arms, which are wanted for the battalious raifmg

ill the continental fervicc,

Refohedy



February, 177^. 73

llejohed. That the march of the faid battalion of militia be
countermanded.

Refolved, That orders iflue to quicken colonel Wayne in get-

'ting his battalion ready ; and that, as faft as he can get a company
properly equipped, he caufe it immediately to march to New-York.

Refolved, That the prefident be direfted to write to the con-

vention of New-York, and defire them to inform Congrefs what
progrefs they have made in raifing the four battalions recommend-
ed to be raifed in that colony for the defence of the fame.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Friday, February 2'^. 1'j'j6.

Colonel Braxton, a delegate from Virginia, attending, produc-

ed the credentials of his appointment, which were read, as follows i

" Virgitiia, in Convention, December 15. 1775.
The Convention, according to the order of the day, proceeded

to the appointment of a delegate to reprefent this colony in the

General Congrefs, in the room of the late honourable Peyton
Randolph, Efq. and the members having prepared tickets with

the name of the delegate to be appointed, and put the fame into

the ballot-box, Mr. Thomas Ludwell Lee, Mr. Carrington, Mr.
Digges, Mr. William Cabel, and Mr. Carter of Lancafter were
appointed a committee to examine the ballot-box, and report on
whom the majority fell, and it appearing from their report, that

there was a majority of the whole convention in favour of Carter

Braxton, Efq.

Refolved, therefore. That the faid Carter Braxton, Efq. be
appointed a delegate to reprefent this colony in the room of the

late honorable Peyton Randolph, Efq.

A Copy, John Tazewell, clerk of the convention."

Refolved, That the fecret committee be direfted to return to the

committee of fafety of Pennfylvania, the arms borrowed of them
for the ufe of the continent.

The committee of claims reported that there is due,

To Francis Daymon, for tranflating into French the rules and
articles for the better regulating the continental troops the fum of

134 Dollars :

To Monfr. Mefplet for printing the military rules, and French
Letters to the inhabitants of Canada, the fum of 44 Dollars:

To colonel Harrifon, for expences of himfelf, Mr. Lynch,
and Mr. Allen, on their journey to New-York, the fum of 150.9
Dollars:

To Jeremiah Traxler, for provifions,. &c. for Indians who were
in Philadelphia in December laft, the fum of 40.8 dollars, and that

the fame ought to be paid to Mr. Kachlein

:

To fundry perfons for riffles furnilhed capt. Morgan's company
the fum of 1 18.3 dollars which ought tobe paid to colonel Nelfon,
and charged to the faid company

:

Vol. n. K To
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To Clement Biddie, for fliotfpouches, powder-horns, and bul-

iet-nioulds, purchafed by him for the Canada regiment, the f«m
of 1 169,3 dollars :

To fundry perfons for blanket's fupplied capt. Price's company
the fum of 32.9 dollars, and that the fame ought to be paid to

George Read, Efq :

To capt. Little, for provifions for guards attending eapt. Camp-
bell, the fum of 9.5 dollars:

To Chriftian Rhorbeck for necefTariesfurnifhed to feveral prifo-

nersofthe 7th and 26th Regiments, the fum 9.4 dollars, and that

the fame ought to be paid to Adam Kimmel

:

To Henry Shits, for riffles, &c. farnilhed to capt. Stevenfon's

' company the fum of 78.6 dollars, to be chargjed to the faid company:
To Abraham Ebrafhcr, for attending feveral French noblefle,from

Albany to Briftol, the fum of 32 dollars.

Ordered, That the above accounts be paid.

Refolved, That a committee of live be appointed to contraft for

the making of mu&etsand bayonets for the ufe of the United Colo-
nies, and to confider of farther ways and means of promoting and
encouraging the manufadture of fire arras in all parts oftie Umted
Colonies.

The members chofen, Mr. Paine, Mr. Wilfon, Mr.- Huntington,
Mr. Lee and Mr. L. Morris.

Refolved, That the letter of Mr. Chriftopher LifEngwell, dated
the 29th of November 1775. with fundry papers relating to the

cargo of the brig Nancy, be referred to a committee of three.

The members chofen, Mr. Wythe, Mr. Huntiugton, and Mr.
Gerry.

Refolved, That the fecret committee be empowered for the pur-

pofe of procuring arms and ammunition, to export the produce of

thefe colonies, equal to the amount of that by them exported in

two vefTels lately taken by the enemy.

Refolved, That the committee, for fuperintending the Treafury,

be authorized to employ one or more clerks for ftating, keeping,

and liquidating the public accounts under their diredlion, and to

provide books and a fuitable office for that purpofe:

That the)'' have power to call upon the different committees of
Congrefs, affemblies, conventions, councils, or committees of

fafety, continental officers, and private perfons, who have been

or fhall be intruiled with public money, for their accounts and
vouchers, and for fuch other materials and information, as the

faid commmittee on the treafury fhall judge to be ufeful, in ftating,

checking and auditing the public accounts.

Refolved, That it be recommended to the feveral affemblies, con-
- ventions, councils, or committees of fafety, and committees of
correfpondence and infpeftion in the United Colonies, to exert

iherafelves in devifing farther ways and means ofpromoting and en-
' couraging
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couraging the manufa.6);ure of fait petre, and of introdocing that

manutadture into private famih'es :

That it be recommended to the afiemblies and conventions in the

United Colonies, that they immediately eftablifh public works in

each and every county, in their refpeftive colonies, at the expence

offuch colonies, for the manufacture of falt-petre, and appoint

committees of their own members immediately to fet up fuch ma-

nufaftures :

That it be recommended tothe gflemblies and conventions, coun-

cils, or committees, of fafety, of every colony forthwith to ereffc

powder mills in their refpeflive colonies, and appoint committees

to build fuch mills, and procure perfons well fliiiled in the manu-

fa&ure of powder, at the expence offuch colonies:

That a committee ofthis Congrefs to confili ofone member from

each colony be appointed to conlider of farther ways and means of

promoting and encouraging the manufactures of fait petre, fulphur

and gunpowder in thefe colonies, and to corefpond with the feve-

ral aflemblies and conventions, and councils or committees of' fafe-

ty in the feverai colonif^, that Congrefc may be, from time to time,

truly informed of the progrefs made in thefe manufactures.

The members chofen, Mr. Bartlett, Mr. Paine, Mr. Hopkins,
Mr. Huntington, Mr. L.Morris, Mr. Serp-eant, Mr. Humphreys,
Mr Read, Mr. Paca, Mr. Braxton, Mr. Hewes, Mr. E. Rutledge,

and Mr. Bullock.

Ordered, That the above refolutions refpedling falt-petre, &c. be

publiflied.

It being reprefente 1 that capt. Harman has inllfted into his com-
pany, and; carried with him to Canada, thirteen fervants without
the confent of their mafters

;

Refolved, That a committee of three be appointed to enquire in-

to this matter, and to report to Congrefs.

The members chofen, Mr. Wilfon, Mr. Willing, Mr. Wythe.
Refolved, That this Congrefs will on Monday next refolve itfelf

into a committee of the whole, to take into coniideration the letters

from gen. Walhington &c.

Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday.

Monday, February 26, J776.

"A letter from gen. Lee, datted 22d inftant was read.

Refolved, That the fame be referred to a committee of three.
The members chofen, Mr. M'Kean, Mr. J. Adams, and Mr.

L. Morris.

Refolved, That an order be drawn on the treafurers in favour of
Carpenter V/harton for the fum of 6000 dollars he to be accoun-
table.

A Petition from lieutenant Jocelyn Feltham of the 26th regi-
ment, who was taken prifoner at Ticonderoga was prefented and

read

,0
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read, praying leave to go to Europe for the recovery of hi's

health.

Refolved, That the prayer of his petition be granted.

A repreientation from the committee of infpeftion and obferva-

tion of the city and liberties of Philadelphia, relative to veffels loa-

ded for Great Britain, Ireland, and the Britifh Weft- Indies, was

prefented to Congrefs, and read, whereupon,

Refolved, That no veflel loaded for Great Britain, Ireland,

or the Britiih-Weft-Indits, be permitted to fail until the further

order of Congrefs; and that it be recommended to the diflFerent

committees ofinfpedlion and obfervatibn to fee that this refolution

be carried into execution.

Ordered, That the above refolve be publifhed.

Refolved, That a committee of five be appointed to examine and

report the numbers and circumftances of tlje permits, and the de'^

ftination of the veffels, to which fuch permits have been granted,

for exporting the produce of the colonies, in confequence of the im-

portation of ammunition and warlike ftores ; and that the repre-

fentation of the committee of infpetlion and obfervation for the ci-

ty and liberties of Philadelphia on this fubjedl be referred to the

laid committee.

The members chofen. Mr. Duane, Mr. Chafe, Mr. Wilfon, Mr.

X-ivingfton, and Mr. Wythe.

A letter from the convention ofNew-Jerfey,dated February 24th

was read;

Refolved, That the fame be referred to the committee to whom
the letter from gen Lee, was this morning committed.

Refolved, That an order be drawn on the treafurers in favour of

the delegates of Maryland for the fum of twenty tWo thoufand dol-

lars, to be by them exchanged for gold and filver, and paid back

into the treafury.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to morrow.

Tuesday, February z-^, i'j'j6.

Refolved, That Monf. Pv.egonville be permitted to go to Briftol

and fpend a week with his relations there, and that, after that, he

return to Philadelphia.

Refolved, That the fum of 100 dollarsbe paid to Monf. Dugan for

hisfervices in the caufe'of the United Colonies in Canada, and that

it be recommended to the commanding officer of the forces of the

United Colonies in that province, to advance him to a poft in the

army fuitable to his merit and fervices.

The committee, to whom the letters from Chriftopher Leffing-

well and others concerning the brigantirie Nancy commanded by

Thomas Davis and her cargo were referred, brought in their re-

port, which being taken into confideration;

) Refolved, Thatthe cafe of the faid brigantine and cargo, pertain-

eth
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€th to the judicature e(labHfhed in the colony of Conne£licut for

hearing and determining matters of the fame kind.

The Congrefs taking into confideration the report of the cortj-

ipittee appointed to confider into what departments the middle

and fouthern colonies ought to be formed
;

. Refolved, That New- York, New-Jerfey, Pennfylvania,, the

Lower Counties on Delaware, and Maryland, be put into one de-

partment under the command of one major genera,!, and two
brigadiers general with proper ftaff

:

• That Virginia, North Carolina, South-Carolina, and Georgia,

be put into one other department, under the command of one

major general, and three brigadiers general with proper ftaflF:

That Friday next be affigned for the eledion of the majors

general, brigadiers general, and ftaff of&cers in the foregoing de-

partments.

Refolved^ That it be recommended to the convention of New-
Jerft;y, to have the cargo of.the tranfport Blue Mountain Valley

landed, and fecured in.fome Jafe place till further orders of Con-
grefs.

The order of the day being renewed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrov/.

Wednesday, Felrtiary 28, 1776.

Refolved, That general Lee be dirctled not to proceed to Cana-
da, until he receive further orders from Cpngrefs.

The committee to whom the letters from general Lee and the

convention of New-Jerfey were referred, brought in their report

which was read.

Refoljjed, That the confideration thereof be poftponed till to-

morrow.

Refolved, That the fecret committee be direfted to repay to the

delegates of North-Carolina, the four hundred weight of powder
borrowed of that colony.

The committee on prifoners, to whom the letter from the com-
mittee of fafety of Pennfylvania was referred, brought in their re-

port, which was taken into confideraticm, and thereupon

Refolved, That the committee of infpeftion and obfervatlon, for

the county of Berks in Pennfylvania, be authorifed and requefted

to contradl upon reafonable terms for the fubfiftence of fuch of the

prifoners now in Reading, as are not fupplled by Mr. Franks,

together with the women and children belonging to all the pri^f

(oners there, and for fupplying them with fire-wood and other

things abfolutely neceffary for their fupport

:

That the committees of infpeftion and obfervation for the coun-
ties, diftrifts, or towns affigned for the refidence of prifoners, be
impowered to fuperintend their conduft, snd in cafes of grofs mif-

behaviour to coniine them, and I'eport to Congrefs the proceedings

h-ad on fuch occafions. Ordered^,
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Ordered., That the foregoing refolve be publifhed.

Refolved, That the committee of fafety of Pennfylvania', agree*

able to the offer made by them of their fervice, of which Congrefs

have a proper fenfe, be authorifed to diftribute the officers, who
are prifoners in Lancafter, in fuch places within the province of

Pennfylvania, as to that committee ihall feem mofl proper; tak-

ing their parole, which if they refufe to give^ the faid committee-

are irapowered and direfted td»confine them ; and that in executing

this refolve, the faid committee have regard to, the refolutions

heretofore made by Congrefs, with i-efpeft to- prifoners- and their

refidence.

A petition of Anthony Marmajou, mafter and owner of the-

brig Little Polly of the ifland of Martinique, was prefented to

Congrefs and read, whereupon
Refolved, That Monfieur Marmajou be permitted to load the

brigantine Little Polly, in which he imported a fmall quantity of

powder and arms, with the produce of thefe colonies (horned cat-

tle, flieep, hogs, poultry, and lumber for making cafics excepted)

and export the fame to Martinique; and that the faid Anthony
Marmajou do take very poffible precaution to avoid all Britifh

men of war and cutters on his voyage ; and that he ufe his utm-ofl

endeavours to import into thefe colonies the powder and arms

mentioned in his petition.

Refolved, That an order be drawn on the treafurers, ia favour

of Mr. J. Meafe, for the fum of twenty thoufand dollars, he to

be accountable.

The committee, to whom the letters from general Schuyler,

dated the loth and 13th of February, and the papers there men-

tioned were referred, brought in their report, which was^ taken

into confideration, whereupon
Refolved, That a fufScient quantity of fleel be fent to general

Schuyler, or the commanding officer at Albany, for the armour-

ers and the blackfmiths who are appointed to go and work for the

Indians, and that the delegates of New-Jerfey be defired to pro-

vide and forward the fame :

That an account of the money paid to the Pennfylvania troops,

who have marched to Canada, be fent to general Schuyler:

That the deputy mufter-mafter general. Gunning Bedford, Efq;

be direded to repair to his pod forthwith in the northern army in

Canada, and that he mufter the troops once in every month, and
make returns to Congrefs and the commanding officer :

That the orders given by general Schuyler, in his letter of the

J 2th inftant, to lieut. colonel Warner be approved.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-mor?ow.

HURSDAYj
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Thursday, February 29, ij'jf.

The colony of New Hamplhire having appointed delegates for

the prefent year, William Whipple, Efq; one of the faid dele-

gates attended and produced the credentials of their appointment,

which were read as follows :

*' Colony ^Z' New Hampfhire, /« /^^ HousE of R.epresenta-
TIVE3, January 2-3, 'i^TJ^'

" Voted, That Jofiah Bartlett, John Langdon, and William

Whipple, 'Efqrs. be and hereby are appointed delegates to repre-

fent this colony in the Continental Congrefs at Philadelphia, for

the term of one year from this time, any. one of them in the ab-

fence of the others to have full power to reprefent this colony, and

that not more than two of -them attend at one time. Sent tip for

concurrence.

P. White, Speaker

,

In Council, eadem . die.

:Read and concurred.

."£.. THOMPso>f, Secretary.

A true Copyfr07n the Journal ofCouncil.

Attefl. .E. Trompson, Secretary.^''

rA letter of the 14th from general Wafhington, inclofing a let-

ter from lordDrammond to general Robinfon, and fundry other

".papers, was read.

Agreeable to.theorder of the day, the Congrefs refolved itfelf

into-a committee.of the whole, to take into confideration the let-

ter frcan general Waihington of the 9th inftant, and the trade of

the colonies afterthe ill of March; and after fome time the prefi-

-dent refumedthe chair, and Mr. Ward reported that the commit-
tee not having come to a conclufion, delired him to move for leave

to fit again.

Refolved, That this Congrefs will, to-morrow, refolve rt-

felf into a committe of the whole, to take into farther confideration

the letter from general Wafhington, and the trade of the colonies.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Friday, March i. 1776.

A -letter from the Committee offafety ofNew Hampfhire, with
a petition from the faid colony, and fundry other papers were read,

Refolved, That the fame be referred to a committee of three.

The members .chofen, Mr, Wythe, Mr. Braxton, and Dr.
Franklin.

A petition from the inhabitants of Falmouth being prefentcd
was read.

Refolved, That it be referred to a committee of three.

The members chofen, Mr, W. Livingfton, Mr. Read, and Mr.
Paca.

A letter from J. Meafe commilTary, with fundry Queries,to which

he
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he rcquefts the anfwers of Congrefs, that he may know how tf*

conduft the bufinefs intrulled to him, was laid before Congrefs

and read.

Refolvedy That the fame be referred to a committee of three.

The membeis chofen, Mr. Rutledge, Mr. Paine, and Mr.

Hewes.
A memorial of the merchants, traders, and others, of the city

of Philadelphia, was prefented and read.

Refolvedy That it be referred to a committee of the whole.

The s^eneral affembly of Maffachufetts-Bay having tranfmitted

to Congrefs a ftateof the accounts of their colony againft the con-

tinent.

Refolvedi That the fame be referred for liquidation to the com-
mittee of claims.

Refolvedt That an addition of thirty four dollars a month be ad-

ded to the pay of Jofeph Reed, Efq. fecretary to gen. Wafhing-

ton, on,account of the extraordinary fervices at prefent attending

that office, by reafon of the General's direvSion of the naval depart-

ment.

Refohed, That this Congrefs will to morrow refolve itfelf into

a committee of the whole, to take into confideration the letter of

gen. Wafiiington, of the 14th, with the papers enclofed.

Rcjolved, That the fecret committee be direfted to treat with

the owners of fome medicines lately imported, and to purchafe the

fame on the moft reafonable terms for the ufe of the continent.

Refohedy That major gen. Lee be appointed to take the com-

mand of the continental forces in the fouthern department.

The Congrefs proceeded lo theeleftion of fix brigadier generals,

and the ballots being delivered in and examined, the following

gentlemen were chofen.

John Armltrong, Elq.

William Thompfon, Efq.

Andrew Lewis, Efq.

James Moore, Efq.

The right honorable William, earl of Sterling.

Robert Howe, Efq.

Refolved, That brigadier gen. Armftrong be direfted to repair to

South-Carolina, brigadiers Lewis and Howe to Virginia, and briga-

dier Moore to North-Carolina, and to take the command of the

forces in thofe refpeftive Colonies, until they receive further orders

from Congrefs or a fuperior officer.

Refolvedt That brigadier gen. Thompfon be directed to repair

to New-York.
The orders of the day being poftponed.

Adjoijrned to ten o'clock en Monday.

Monday,
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Monday, March 4. 1776.

Refolved, That Mr. Alfop be aopointed a member of the commit-

tee of claims in the room of Mr. Lewis who is abfent, and Mr.

Whipple in the room of Mr. Bartlett, who defires to be excufed

from that fervice.

Refolved, That in cafe of the abfence of any ftanding member

of the committee of claims, the delegates of the colony to which

he belongs, be impowered to nominate one of their number to a6l

in the flead of the abfent member, till his return.

Sundry letters and papers were received and read, viz.

A letter from the convention of New-York, of 28th February

inclofing a recommendation of gentlemen for field officers of the

four battalions ordered to be raifed in that colony :

Refolved,T\\dX the fame be referred for confideration till to-morrow.

A memorial from fundry merchants of Montreal, refpefting the

Indian trade.

A refolution of the committee of infpeCLion for the county of

Accomac.
Two letters from brigadier general "Woofter of the nth and

13th February, with feven papers enclofed.

Two from brigadier general Arnold, one of the ift, and the o-

ther of the 1 2th of February.

Four from general Schuyler dated the 15th, 20th, 2 ifl, and 23d

of the fame month.

One from general Lee of the 29th.

One from the convention of New-Hampfhire, of the 8th.

And one from the committee of fafety of Pennfylvania.

Refolved, That the memorial from the merchants of Montreal,

be referred to a committee of five.

The members chofen, Mr. Wilfon, Mr. J. Adams, Mr, W.
Livingfton, Mr. L. Morris, and Mr. Til2;hman.

That the refolution from the committee of Accomac, be refer-

red to the committee of the whole Congrefs.

That the letters frotn major generals Lee and Schuyler, and

from brigadier generals Woofter and Arnold be referred to the

committee appointed to prepare inftruftions for the commiffioners

going to Canada.

That the other letters be referred for confideration till to-morrow.

The committee appointed to examine and report the number
and circumftances of the permits granted for exporting produce

&c. brought in their report, which was taken into confideration
;

whereupon,

Refolved, That the reftraint be taken off, which by a refolve of

the 26th of laft month was laid upon veflels loading or loaded with

produce for Great-Britain, Ireland, or the Britilh V/eft-Indies in

confequence of permiflions granted for arms and ammunition im-

ported into thefe colonies.

Refolved, That the fecret committee be direfted with all poffible

Vol. IL L expedition
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Expedition to fencl,under a guard, ten tons of powder to Cambridge

;

for the life of the army under the command of gen. Wafhington.
The committee to whom the memorial from fundry inhabitants

of Northumberland, a«d the petition from the inhabitants near
Pittfturgh were referred, brought in their report, which was read :

Ordered, to lie on the table for the perufal of the members.
Refolved, That colonel Beletre, major Longeuil, and capt. Lot-

biniere, three of the Canadian prifoners who are at Briftol in Penn-
fylvania, be permitted to come to Philadelphia, to confer with the

committee on prifoners.

The order of the day being renewed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to morrow.

Tuesday, March 5. I776.

Two letters from gen. Schuyler, dated the 26 and 27 February,

with four papers inclofed, among which was a letter from James
Deane to gen. Schuyler, of the 24th of the fame month, were re-

ceived and read.

Refolved, That the letter from James Deane'be referred to a com-
mittee of three.

The members chofen, Mr. Rutledge, Mr. Wythe, and Mr. W.
Liivingfton.

The Congrefs took into confideration the report of the com-
mittee on the memorial from the inhabitants of Northumberland,
&c. whereupon,

Refolved, As the faid memorial relates merely to difputes between
the memoriallfts and other inhabitants of faid county, and to com-
plaints againdjullices of the peace of the faid county, and as the

common courts of judicature, arid efpecially the legifiature of the

colony of Pennfylvania are altogether competent for remedying
the grievancies complained of, that the faid memorial with the pa-

pers therewith delivered, betranfmittedto the affembly of faid co-

lony.

The Congrefs then refolved itfelf into a committee of the whole,

to take into confideration the letter from gen. Wafhington of the

14th of February, and the papers inclofed, and after fome time the

prefident refumed the chair, and Mr. Harrifon reported, that the

committee have had under confideration the letter and papers to

them referred, but have come to no refolution thereon.

Refolved, That the letter from gen. Wafhington, fo far as it has

not been confidered by the committee of the whole, be referred to

the committee to whom his other letters of the 34th and 30th of

January were referred.

The order of the day being renewed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Wednesday, March6. 1776.

A letter from gen. Wafliington of the 26 February was read.

Refohedy
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Refolved, That it be referred to the committee to whom his other

betters are referred.

A letter from J. Palmer inclofmg a report of a com^mittee of the

general affembly of Maffachufetts-Bay refpe<?ting lead, was read
;

Refolved, That the committee appointed on the 31ft of July laft,

to enquire in all the colonies after virgin-lead, leaden-ore, and

the belt method of collefting, fmelting, and refining it, and alfo

the cheapen and eafieft methods of making fait in thefe colonies, be

difcharged, and that the bufmefs of the faid committee be referred

to the committee appointed on the 23d of February lafl, to confider

of farther ways and means of promoting and encQuraging the ma-

nufafture of fait petre, &c.

Refolved, That the letter from J. Palmer with the inclofed report

be referred to the laft mentioned committee.

A letter from gen. Wafhington dated iSth and 2iftof Februa-

ry laft, inclofing the proceedings of a council of war was read.

Refolved, That brigadier gen. Thomas be appointed to com-

mand the forces in Canada, and that gen. Wafnington be direded

to order him immediately to repair to that province.

Refolved, That brigadier gen. Thom.as be promoted to the rank

of a major general, and that a comrriifiion be fent to him accordingly.

Ordered, That the prefident acquaint gen. Wafhington by e}j-

prefs of this arrangement,

Refolved, As fundry members of the marine committee are ab-

fent, that their places be fuppiied by Mr. Huntington for Con-

nefticut, Mr. Sergeant for New-Jerfey, Mr. Harrifon for Virginia,

and Mr. E. Rutledge for South Carolina.

Refolved, That the fecret committee de diredled to fend five tons

of powder to New-York forthe ufe of the continental troops there,

and five tons of powder to the fouthern department for the ufe of

the troops in faid department

:

That the faid committee be direfted to return to the colony of

Maryland the powder borrowed by Mr, Harrifon, and to the colo-

ny of New-York and to the committee of fafety of Pennfylvania

the powder borrowed of them :

That the faid committee be directed to deliver to the delegates

of the Delaware government one ton of powder, for which they are

to be accountable, and to the delegates of New-Jerfey one ton of

powder, for which that colony is to be accountable.

Refolved, That the prefident inform gen. Schuyler, that the

Congrefs judge it neceffary he fhould remain at Albany to make
the proper arrangements refpefting the army deftined for Canada,

and therefore that he eftablifh his head quarters at Albany until

further orders.

Refolved, That Thomas Bullet, Efq; be appointed deputy ad-

jutant general in the fouthern department, with the rank of lieu-

tenant-colonel.

Refolved
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Rejolvedy That the fecret committee be dlrefted to deliver to co-

lonel Wayne the arms in their pofleffion, for the ufe of his battalion,

retaining fo many as will be neceffary for the guard that is t» attend

the poA'derto Cambridge.
The order of the day being renewed.
Adjourned to ten o'clock to morrow.

Thursday, March 7, 1776.

A letter from gen. Wafhington of the 29th of February, and.

a

letter from gen. Schuyler of the 23d of the lame month, were re-

ceived and read.

Refolved, That an order for one hundred thoufand dollars be

^drawn on the treafurers, in favour of the delegates of Connedb'cut,

in part of the money advanced by faid colony on account of the

continent; and that the faid colony be defired to fend forward their

accounts with proper vouchers,in order for liquidation and payment.

The Congrefs being informed that Ifaac Melchior, on the eve-

ning of Saturday laft, treated the prefident of this Congrefs with

great rudenefs, and made ufe of feveral difrepeftful and contemp-

tuous expreffions towards him and this Congrefs.

Ordered, That the faid Ifaac Melchior attend the Congrefs to-

morrow morning at eleven o'clock, to anfwer for his conduft.

Refolved, That Edward Hand, Efq; be promoted to be colo-

nel of the battalion of riffle-men in the army at Cambridge, and

James Chambers, Efq; to be lieutenant colonel of the fame.

That William Winds, Efq; be promoted to be colonel, of the

iirft New-Jerfey battalion, and that Mathias Ogden, Efq. be ap-

pointed lieutenant colonel of the fame.

Refolved, That the committee on qualifications be directed to fup-

j5ly the firft and third New-Jerfey battalions with proper medicine

chefts and inftruments.

A letter from lord Stirling, with affidavits, relative to the cap-

ture ofthe Amboy packet boat, was laid before Congrefs and read.

Refolved, That it be referred to the committee to whom the let-

ters from gen. Wafhington were referred.

The committee to whom the letter from the committee of fafety

of New-Hampfhire was referred, brought in their report, which

was read.

The committee df claims reported that there is due,

To Hall and Sellers, for printing the continental bills of credit,

the fum of 1735.4 dollars :

To Frederick Becking, for 102 reams of paper for the conti-

nental bills of credit, the fum 707.2 dollars :

To the eftate of David Hall, deceafed, for ftationary for the fer-

vice of Congrefs, the fum of 50.6 dollars

:

To Robert Erwin, for twenty cords of wood, the fum of 80

dollars

:

To

\
\
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To Wallore Meng, for canteen ftraps, the of 84.3 dollars:

To Jared Tracey, for carrying money from Philadelphia to

Cambridge the lum of 36 dollars, and that the fame ought to be
paid to Joliah Bartiett, Efq :

To fundries on certificates for provifions furnifhed feveral riffle

companies the ium of 35.3 dollars, and that the fame ought to be
paid to John Allop, Efq:

To Thomas Apty, for boarding feveral prifoners taken from on
board the Rebecca and Ann, the fum of 54.7 dollars:

To Robert Erwin for waggonage, the fum of 637.7 dollars.

Ordered, That the above accounts be paid.

Refohed, That to morrow be affigned for elefting the field offi-

cers of the four battalions ordered to be raifed in the colony of
New-York, for the defence of the faid colony.

The order of the day being renewed.

Adjouraed to ten o'clock to morrow-

Friday, March 8. 1776.

Agreeable to the order -af the day, the Congrefs proceeded to

the election of field officers of the four battalions, ordered to be
raifed in the colony of New-York for the defence of the faid colony,

and the ballots being taken, the following gentlemen were chofen:

Alexander M'Dougal, Efq. colonel ")

Herman Zedwitz, Efq. lieutenant colonel C of the ifl. battalion.

Jofeph Benedift, Efq. major S
James Clinton, Efq. colonel S
Henry B. Livingfton,Efq.Heut. colonel C of the 2d ditto.

Peter P. Schuyler, Efq. major j

Frederick V/iefenfels, Efq. lieut. colonel C of the 3d ditto.

John Filher, Efq. major j
Cornelius D. Wyncoop, Efq. colonel 1
Philip Courtlandt, Efq. lieutenant colonel V of the 4th ditto.

John Nicholfon, Efq. major. j
The Congrefs being informed that Mr. Melchior was attending

agreeable to the orders of yefterday.

Ordered, That he be called in.

Mr. Melchior appearing, the particulars of the charge were re-

peated to him, and on his affuring the houfe of his not remembering
his having behaved with the difrefpe6l mentioned, owing to the

particular circumfcances he happened to be vinder, andafeino- par-

don of the Congrefs and prefident for his indecent behaviour.

Ordered, That in confideration of Mr. Melchior's former fervices

and his prefent conceffions, he be difmifled from fai'ther attendance.

The committee to whom the letters from major gen. Schuyler,

brigadier gen. Wcofter, and brigadier gen. Arnold were referred,

brought
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brought in their report, which was taken into confideration j where-

upon,

Refolved, That the commiflioners appointed to go to Canada,

be defired to inquire into the caufe of the imprifonment of the offi.-

cers of militia in that country and others, and take fuch meafures

in concert with the commanding officer of the continental forces

there, for their enlargement or confinement, as are confiftent with

the principles ofjuflice, and the fafety of the United Colonies.

That the provifions made by gen. Lee and gen. Schuyler to

fupply the army in Canada with pork, the direction given by gen.

Lee to have wheat ground into flour for their ufe, and his contraft

with the cornpany of carpenters be approved; and that Mr. Peter

Zabriflcie, of Hackinfack, be employed to tranfport the pork, to

be procured in New-Jerfey, to Hudfon's River, according to gen.

Schuyler's defire.

That when the articles fpecified, in the rations allowed to the

prisoners of war, cannot be procured,the perfons who fupply them

with other provifions be intitledto eight pence, New-York currency,

or one-t'vjelffh of a dollar per day for every prifoner:

That Indians be not employed as foldiers in the armies of the

L^nited Colonies, before the tribes to which they belong, fnall in

a national council, held in the cuflomary manner, have confented

thereunto, nor then, without exprels approbation of Congrefs.

That gen. Schuyler be directed to provide fuch a number of

batteaus for the fervice in Canada, as Ihall be fufficient for it.

That gen. Schuyler be defired to purchafe the cioth, which Mr.

Henry of Albany hath for tents.

That |:he committee of infpeftion and obfervation for the city

and liberties of Philadelphia, be defired to colleft all the gold and

filver coin they can, to be exchanged for continental bills of credit,

for the fervice of Canada.

Refolved, That a committee of three be appointed to enquireand

report the beft ways and means of fupplying the army in Canada,

with provifions and neceffaries

:

The members chofen, Mr. Gerry, Mr. Wolcott, and Mr. L.

Morris.

Refolved, That an order for r 0,000 dollars be drawn on the

treafurers, in favour of the committee appointed to contract for the

making of muflcets, the faid committee to be accountable.

A letter from colonel Hazen, of the iSth of February laft, in-

clofing an account and eftimate of the lofles he has fuftained,-was

received and read.

Refolved, That the fame be referred to Mr. Wythe, Mr. Sher-

man, Mr. Ward, and Mr. S. Adams, who are diretled to examine

the faid account, and report upon the feveral articles.

A letter from governor Trumbull, of the 2d, and a letter from

o-en. Lee, of the 5th, being received were read.

Adjourned
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Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Saturday, March g. 1776.

Refolved, That a letter be written to gen. Wafhington, defiring

him to fend capt. Connor of the riffle battalion to Philadelphia,

the Congrefs having occcafion to employ him in the fouthern de-

partment.

The committee appointed to prepare inftruftions for the com-
miflioners going to Canada, brought in a draught which was read.

Ordered, To lie on the table for the perufal of the members.

Two petitions, one from Stephen Decatur, mailer of the fchoo-

ner L'Efperience, and one from John Baptillo Hugonence, mailer

ofthe Tartar the Marc Anthony, were prefented to Congrefs and

read, praying leave to export certain fpecies of produce, on con-

ditions fpecified in their petitions.

Re/olved, That the prayer of faid petitions be granted.

Refolved, That a committee of five be appointed to take into con-

iideration the ilate of the colonies in the fouthern department.

The members chofen, Mr. Johnflon, Mr. Jay, Mr. S. Adams,
Mr. Sergeant, and Mr. Sherman.

Refolved, That the following gentlemen be appointed and aur

thorized to fign and number the bills of credit of four millions of

dollars now emitting, viz.

Samuel Morris, John Kaighn, Nicholas Garrifon, Jofeph Wat-
kins, Anthony Morris, Frederic Kuhl, Matthew Clarkfon, John
Ord, William Webb, Ifaac Hazlehurft, Thomas Morris, Morde-
cai Lewis, Cornelius Barnes, Jonathan B. Smith, Robert Tuck-
nifs, Thomas Coombe, Daniel CI ymer, George Campbell, Jofeph

Parker, Robert Evans, Adam Hubly, Joel Evans, John Meafe,John

Purviance, Robert HazlehurIl,WalterShee,Jofeph Redman, Phineas

Bond, William Mailers, John Salter, John Howard, Thomas Leech,

Thomas Smith,Philip Kinfey, Robert Roberts,Ilaac Howelljjames

Milligan, Tench Tilghman, Jofeph Bullock, David Duncan, John
Shaw, jun. James Thompfon, Benjamin Brannan, Samuel Sellers,

Ifaac Pearfon, John Sellers, Benjamin Jacobs, Ifrael Wheeler,

Joliah Hewes, Andrew Tybout, George Douglas, Peter Stretch,

Samuel C. Morris, Samuel Hillegas, Nathan Sellers, George Gray,

jun. James Aili, Samuel Maffey, John Williams, and William

Coates.

Refohed, That before the figners enter upon their office they

fhall refpedlivelytake an oath or affirmation before any magiftrate,

which fhall be filed with the committee of treafury, to the follow-

ing eifecl; that they Ihall well and truly fign and number all the

bills to be delivered to them by the infpedlors of the prefs appoint-

ed by the Congrefs, and the fame fo figned and numbered, fliall

deliver or caufe to be delivered to the continental treafurers, or one

ofthem.
And
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And for avoiding the dangers from fire, robbery, or negiigeiYce;

Refolved, That the infpectors of the prefs fliall not deliver to a-

ny dafs of fi^ners more than two parcels of two hundred ftieets

each, to be in their hands at any one time.

Refolved, That no oath by way of teft be impofed upon, exact-

ed, or required of any of the inhabitants of thefe colonies, by any
military officers.

Refolved, That the fecret committee be direfted to deliver one
ton of powder to the delegates of Maryland, for the public fervice

in that colony.

The feveral matters to this day referred being poftponed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday nest.

Monday, TW^rc^ II, 1776.

A letter from lord Stirling of the 8th inclofifig three papers; andj

A letter of the convention of New-York of the 7th, incloling

an application from Patrick Sinclair, a prifoner, for leave to return

to Europe, were laid before Congrefs and read.

The Congrefs taking into confideration the letter from the con-

vention of New-Yoik, and the application of P. Sinclair.

Refolved, That Patrick Sinclair be allowed to return to Europe.

Refolved, That an order for 2500 dollars be drawn on the trea-

furers in favour of Mr. Aifop, Mr. Lewis, and Mr. Sherman, to

enable them to pay for the fhoes purchafed by them for the nor-

thern army.

P.efolved, That a committee of three be appointed to confer with

gen. Lee, refpefting the ways and means of defending New-York.
The members choi"e:n, Mr. R. H. Lee, Mr. Whipple, and Mr.

Rutledge.

The committee of claims reported that there is due.

To Benjamin Town, for 7S9 canteens, the fum of 34 1.9 dollars.

Ordered, That the fame be paid.

Refived, That the committee on qualifications be direfted to

provide fix medicine cheflis for the fix Virginiabattalions.

The Congrefs took into confideration the infl;rutlions to the com-
miffioners going to Canada, and having fpent feme time thereon,

Refolved, That the farther confideration thereof be poftponed

till to morrow.

The matters to this day referred being poftponed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Tuesday, March 12. 1776.

R.efolved, That an order for 20,oco dollars be drawn on the trea-

furers in favour of James Meafe commiiTary, he to be accountable.

A petition from Edmund Cuftis, and a letter from the commit-

tees of Accomac and Northampton, were prefented to Congrefs,

and read

;

Refolved,
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l^efolved. That the fame be referred to the committee of the

•whole Congrefs.

A letter from fundry inhabitants of Weftmoreland, of the 6th

inftant, was read.

Ordered to lie on the table.

A petition from Dr. Hall Jackfon, was prefented to Congrefa

and read.

Ordered to lie on the table.

The Congrefs then refumed the confideration of the inftrnflions

to the commiflioners going to Canada, and after fome time fpent

thereon.

Refolved, That the farther confideration thereof be poftponed

till to-morrow.

The committee to whom the letter from colonel Mofes Hazen,

. and the report of perfons appointed to ftate the account of loffes

and damages fuftained by him in Canada were referred, brought

in their report, which was read as follows :

It appears to your committee that the lofs and damage fuftain--

ed by colonel Hazen in Canada, have not been eftimated with fuf-

.iicient accuracy; that fome of the articles enumerated in the inven-

tory are prefumed to be over-rated, the quantities of feveral others

reducible to exaftnefs in number, weight, or meafure, are not a-

fcertained, and the reafons for the knowledge or belief of any of

them by the witneffes, are not explicit enough in their examinati-

ons ; that although the grain, grafs, and hay mentioned in the ac-

,
count are admitted by col. Hazen, in his letter, to have been part-

ly deftroyed by the miniflerial troops, the whole value, is extend-

ed ; that the eilimate of crops are fo general, it cannot be difco-

vered by what rule they were formed, or to what ftandard adjuft-

ed; that the damage done to the dwelling-houfe, ftone-houfe, out-

houfes, barn, and farms, are not particularifed or fpecified ; that

a confiderable part of what a re-imburfement is claimed for, is

houfhold-furniture, wearing-apparel, tools, utenfils, cables, and
anchors, fuggefted to have been plundered by the troops of the

United Colonies and Canadians, who joined them; and your com-
mittee believe that no reparation of the like kind hath yet beea

made by Congrefs; and that the profit which might have been

made of the mills and houfes, if the owner had not been deprived of

the ufe of them, being merely contingent and conjeftural, are fucli

as have not ufually been made good in fimilar cafes. Whereupon,
Refolvei, That the commiffioners who are going to Canada be

defired to appoint proper perfons to examine, ftate, and fettle an

account of the lofs and damage colonel Hazen hath fuftained in his

property and poffeffions in Canada, by the forces of the United
Colonies, and report the fame, with any fpecial matters they may
think fit, to Congrefs; annexing to their reports, the eftimates,

examinations of the witneffes, and other papers relative therteo :

Vol. H. M Refolved

,
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Refolved, That if any of the gentlemen appointed field officers

in the four battalions raifing in New-York, for the defence of that
colony, are provided for in Canada, they be diredled to continue
there, exercifing the offices to which they are appointed, and that
others be elected in their room in the four battalions aforefaid; and
that fuch of them as are not provided for in Canada, be diredled
immediately to repair to their refpetlive battalions.

The matters to this day referred being poftponed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Wednesday, March 13. 1776.
A letter from the committee of Eflex in New-Jerfey, of the 7th5

and a letter from captain J. Macpherfon of the J 2th, were laid

before Congrefs, and read.

Refolved, That on order for looo dollars be drawn on the trea-

furers in favour of Samuel Fairlamb, contractor for fupplying coL
Wayne's battalion with rations, he to be accountable.

Refolved, That the bills drawn by the treafurers of North-Caro-

lina, for the ufe of the continental troops in that colony be paid.

Refolved, That the fecret committee be diredted to fupply the

colony of Maryland with 500 lb. of powder, for the ufe of the in-

habitants of Cecil county.

Refolved, That a committee of feven be appointed to inquire and
report the beft v/ays and means of raifing the neceffary fupplies to

defray the expences of the war for the prefent year, over and above

the emiffion of bills of credit.

The members chofen, Mr. Johnfon, Mr. Duane, Mr. Hewes,
Mr. Ger/y, Mr. R. Morris, Mr. Ward, and Mr. Wythe.
The committee of claims reported that there is due,

To fundrles, for expences incurred at the oration in memory of

^eneral Montsyomery, the fum of 94.3 dollars, and that the fame

ought to be paid to Dr. Franklin.

Ordered, That tlie fame be paid.

The committee to whom the memorial from the Indian traders

at Montreal was referred, brought in their report.

The Congrefs then refolved Itfelf Into a committee of the whole,

to take Into confideratlon the memorial from the merchants, trad-

ers, and others, inhabitants of Philadelphia, the memorial of Ed-
mund Cuflls, the letters from the committees of Accomac and

Northampton, the letters from general Wafhington, and the ftate

of the trade of the United Colonies, and after fome time the pre-

fident refumed the chair, and Mr, Ward reported that the com-
mittee have had under confideration the matters referred to them,

but not having come to any refolution defired him to move forleave

to fit again.

Refolved, That this Congrefs will to-morrow refolve itfelf into a

committee of the whole, to take into their farther confideration

the matters heretofore referred to them.

Mf,
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Mr. W. Livingfton moved for leave to bring in a refolution for

appointing a faft, which was granted-

Refolved, That the marine committee be impowered to purchafe

the armed veffel now in the river Delaware, on the moft reafonable

terms, for the fervices of the continent, and that her deftination be

left to faid committee.

Refolved, That the expences of the horfes of aids de camp, when

travelling in the public fervice, be charged to the account of the

United Colonies

Adjourned to ten oclock to-morrov/.

Thursday, March 14, i77'6.

The committee appointed to confer with general Lee refpefting

the defence of New-York, brought in their report, which v/as

read; whereupon,

Refolved, That eight thoufand men be ordered for the defence

of the colony of New-York.

Refolved, That orders ifTue to colonel Irvine, colonel Shee, and

colonel Magaw, of the Pejinfylvania troops, and to colonel Day-
ton of the New-Jerfey troops, to march immediately with their

refpeilive battalions to New-York, and to put therafelves under

the direftion of the commanding of&cer there.

A letter from general Prefect of the 14th, was laid before Con-

grefs and read;

Refolved, That the committee on prifoners be directed to confer

with gen. Prefcot on the fubjeft of his letter, and report to Gongrefs.

Refolved, That it be recom^mended to the feveral alfemblies,

conventions, and committees or councils of fafety of the United

Colonies, immediately to caufe all perfons to be difarmed within

their refpeftive colonies, who are notoriously difaffefted to the

caufe of America, or who have not affociated, and fhall refufe to

aflbciate to defend by arms thefe United Colonies, againft the hof-

tile attempts of the Britifh fleets and armies ; and to apply the

arms taken from fuch perfons in each refpeftive colony, in the firil

place, to the arming the continental troops raifed in faid colony, in

the next, to the arming fuch troops as are raifed by the colony for

its own defence, and the refidue to be applied to the arming the

affociators ; that the arms when taken be appraifed by indifferent

perfons, and fuch as are applied to the arming the continental

troops be paid for by the Congrefs, and the refidue by the refpec-

tive affemblies, conventions, or councils, or committees of fafety :

Ordered, That a copy of the foregoing refolution be tranfmitted

by the delegates of each colony, to their refpeftive aifemblies, con-

ventions, or councils or committees of fafety.

The committee of claims reported that there is due,

To William Hencher, for waggon-hire, in conveying captain

Steveufon's baggage, &c. to Cambridge, the fum of 5 8.3 dollars,

and that the fame ought to be paid to Mofes Hunter :

. To
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To Rachel Stille, for boarding feveral officers, prifoners, t<;

the 8th of March inftant, the fum of 224.7 dollars :

To Jofeph Fineur, for five hundred and eleven tin cartridge

boxes, the fum of 221.4 dollars.

Ordered, That the above accounts be paid.

The matters to this day referred being poftponed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to morrow.

Friday, March 15. 1776.

Sundry letters being received were laid before Congrefs and

read, viz.

One from general Wafhington of the 7th, with two papers in-

clofed, with a number of intercepted letters ; two from lord Stir-

ling dated the 12th and 13th; one from lieutenant-colonel Allen'

of the 13th; one from the convention of New-York ; and, one

from general Schuyler of the 6th.

Refolved, That the expences of the horfes of general officers,'

when travelling in the fervice of the continent, be defrayed by the

United Colonies.

Ordered, That Mr. R. H. Lee, and Mr. Franklin call on gene-

ral Lee, and direfi: him immediately to repair to the fouthern de-

partment, and take the command of the forces there.

Refohed, That four muflvets and bayonets be lent to the dele-

gates of Virginia, for the ufe of the guards that accompany the

powder fent to that colony.

The Congrefs rcfolved itfelf into a committee of the whole, to

take into confideration the ftate of New-York, and after fome time

the prefident refumed the chair, and Mr. Harrifon reported that

the committee have come to certain refolutlons, which they direc-

ted him to lay before Congrefs, which being done.

Refohed, That captain Nelfon with his riffle company be direfl-

ed immediately to repair to New-York.

Refohed, That the governor of Connefticut, the conventions or

councils or committees of fafety of New-York and New-Jerfey be

requefted to hold their militia in readinefs to march in fuch num-

bers andat fuch times for the defence of New York, as the conti-

Dental commander at New-York fhall defire ; and that the pay of

the militias called to the defence of New-York be the fame as that

of the continental troops raifed and employed in the middle depart-

ment, to commence from the time they begin their march.

Rejohed, That lord Stirling be direfted to order the troops def-

tined for Canada to proceed on their march, agreeable to their

former orders.

The matters to this day referred being poftponed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Saturday, March 16, 1776.

A letter from lord Stirling of the I4th5 incloiing a copy of ge-

neral
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neral orders for the defence of New York, was laid before Con-

grefs and read.

Rtfolved, That a letter be written to Lord Stirling, direfting him
immediately to fend forward the powder deftined for Cambridge,

unlefs he has received exprefs advice from general WaOiington, tliat

the enemy's fleet and army have failed out of the harbour of Bofton.

Refolvsd, That the account of Mr. Price of Canada be referred

to the committee of claims.

A petition from Coquataginta or captain White Eyes, was pre-

fented to Congrefs and read,

Refohed, That it be referred to a committee of three.

The members chofen, Mr. L. Morris, Mr. Wilfon, and Mr.
R. H. Lee

Refohed, That captain Duncan Campbell, a prifoner at Lan-
cafter, be permitted to come to Philadelphia to meet his wife and

children, and there refide till further orders.

Mr. W. Livingfton, purfuant to leave granted, brought in a

refolution for appointing a faft, which being taken into confidera-

tion, was agreed to, as follows :

In times of impending calamity and diftrefs; when the liberties

of America are imminently endangered by the lecret machinations

and open affaults of an infidious and vindictive adminiflration, it-

becomes the indifpennble duty of thefe hitherto free and happy co-

lonies, with true penitence of heart, and the moft reverent devoti-

on, publicly to acknowledge the over-ruling providence of God :

to confefs and deplore our offences againft him ; and to fupplicatc

his interpofition for averting the threatened danger, and profper-

ing our ftrenuous efforts in the caufe of freedom, virtue, and pof-

terity.

The Congrefs, therefore, confidering the warlike preparations

of the Britifli miniftry to fubvert our invaluable rights and privi-

leges, and to reduce us. by lire and fword, by the favages of the

wildernefs, and our own domeftics, to the moft abjedl and ignomi-
nious bondage : Defirous, at the fame time to have people of all

ranks and degrees duly impreffed with a folemn fenfe of God's fu-

perintending providence, and of their duty, devoutly to rely in all

their lawful enterprizes on his aid and direction, do earneftly re-

commend, that Friday, the 17th day of May next,be obferved bythe
faid colonies as adayof humiliation, fafting, and prayer; that we may
with united hearts confefs and bewail our manifold fins and tranf-'

greffions, and by a fincere repentance and amendment of life, ap-

peafe his righteous difpleafure, and through the merits and me-
diation of Jefus Chrift, obtain his pardon and forgivenefs ; hum-
bly imploring his affiftance to fruftrate the cruel purpofes of our
unnatural enemies ; and by inclining their hearts to juftice and be-

nevolence, prevent the furtlier effufion of kindred blood. But if,

continuing aeaf to the voice of reafon aud humanitv, and inflexibly

bent
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bent on defolation and war, they conftrain us to repel their hof-

tile invafions by open refiftance, that it may pleafe the Lord of

Hofts, the God of Armies, to animate our officers and foldiers

with invincible fortitude, to guard and prote6l them in the day of

battle, and to crown the continental arms by fea and land with

viftory and fuccefs : Earneftly befeeching him to blefs our civil

rulers, and the reprefentatives of the people, in their feveral af-

femblies and conventions ; to preferve and ftrengthen their union,

to i'nfpire them with an ardent dihnterefted love of their country
;

to give wifdom and liability to their councils ; and direft them to

the moft efficacious meafures for eflablifhing the rights of America

on the moft honourable and permanent bafis—that he would be

gracioufly pleafed to blefs all his people in thefe colonies with

health and plenty, and grant that a fpirit of incorruptible patrio-

tifm, and of pure undefiled religion, may univerfally prevail ; and

this continent be fpeedily reftored to the bleffings of peace and li-

berty, and enabled to tranfmit them inviolate to the lateft pofteri-

ty. And it is recommended to chriftians of all denominations to

aifemble for public worfhip, and abftain from fervile labour on the

faid day.

Refolved, That another brigadier general be appointed in the

continental army.

The ballots being taken and examined,

The baron de Woedtke was eletSted.

Refolved, That Frederic William, baron de Woedtke, appoint-

ed brigadier general in the army of the United Colonies, be or-

dered immediately to repair to New-York, there to remain until

the commiffioners appointed to go into Canada fhall reach that co-

lony : and that he be diredled to join and accompany them into

Canada, and there ferve under the commander of the continental

troops in that province.

Refolved, That Carpenter Wharton continue, agreeable to his

contraft, to fupply with rations the Pennfylvania battalions ferv-

ing in New-York.

A pt-tition from Jofeph Blewer, and Daniel Robinfon was pre-

fented to Congrefs and read.

Refolved, That it be referred to a committee of the whole Con-

grefs.

The Congrefs then refolved itfelf into a committee of the whole,

to take into their farther confideration the memorial from the

merchants, traders, and others, inhabitants of Philadelphia, the

memorial from Edmund Cuftis, the letters from the committees of

Accomac and Northampton, and the petition from Jofeph Blewer

and Daniel Robinfon, &c. And after fome time the prefident re-

fumed the chair, and Mr. Harrlfon reported that the committee

have had under confideration the matters to them referred, but not

having com.e to a conclufion, defired him to move for leave to fit

acrain. Refolved,
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Refolved, That this Congrefs will on Monday next refolve itfelf

into a committee of the whole, to take into their farther conlide-

ration the matters referred to them.

Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday.

Monday, March 18, 1776.

Refolved, That the treafurers be direfted to lay on the table an

account of the filver and gold coin in the treafury.

Refoived, That Monf. Arundel be directed to repair to the

fouthern department, and put himfelf under the command of ge-

neral Lee ; and that general Lee, if he find him capable, be di-

refted to employ him in the artillery fervice.

Refolved, That an order for 20,000 dollars be drawn on the trea-

furers in favour of Mr. James Meafe, to be applied to the pro-

curing neceflaries, and to the payment of the fubfiftance of the

Pennfylvania battalions ; and that the colonels be direfted to ac-

count with Mr. Meafe for the feveral fums advanced to them.

The Congrefs then refolved itfelf into a committee of the whole

to take into their farther confideration the memorial from the mer-

chants, traders, and others, inhabitants of Philadelphia, the me-
morial of Edmund Cuftis, the letters from the committees of Ac-
comac and Northampton, and the petition of Jofeph Blewer and

Daniel Robinfon, and after fome time the prelident refumed the

chair, and Mr. Harrifon reported that the committee have had un-

der confideration the matters to them referred, and have come to

fundry refolutions, but that not having concluded, they defired

him to move for leave to fit again.

Mr. Henry not having accepted the commiffion of colonel the

Congrefs proceeded to the elecllon of a colonel for the firfl Virgi-

nia battalion, and the ballots being taken,

William Chriftian, Efq; formerly lieutenant-colonel in faid

battalion, was elected colonel ; and,

Francis Eppes, Efq; formerly major, was eleiSled lieutenant-

colonel ; and,

John Green, Efq; was elected major.

Refolved, That this Congrefs will to-morrow again refolve itfelf

into a committee of the whole to take into their farther confidera-

tion the matters referred to them.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Tuesday, March ig, 1776.

Refolved, That Monf. Dohicky Arundel be appointed a captain

of artillery in the continental fervice.

That general Lee be direfled to fet on foot the raifing a compa-
ny of artillery, and that it be recommended to the convention or
committee of fafety of Virginia, to appoint the other officers of

the faid company of artillery.

A letter
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A letter of the 15th from colonel Dayton was kid before Con«'

grefs and read.

Refolved, That it be referred to the committee for procuring

muficets.

A letter of the 17th from the convention of New-Jerfey was

]aid before Congrefs and read; whereupon,

Refolved, That captain Woolverton with his company be taken

into the fervice of the United Colonies ; and that he be diredled to

repair with his company as foon as properly armed and accouter-

ed, to New-York, and put hirafelf under the commanding officer

tliei-e ; and that the pay of captain Woolverton's company com-

mence from the time they are provided with arms and accoutre-

ments.

A letter from colonel Btletre, a Canadian prifoner, and fun-

dry letters from Cameron and Smith were read.

Refolved, That they be referred to the committee on pn'foners.

Refolved, That the fecret committee be direfted to fupply cap-

tain Barrv of the brig Lexington with one ton of powder.

Ordered, That the committee, to whom was referred the ftate

and Ctuation of the prisoners at Trenton, report thereon as foon

as poffible.

Refolved, That the fum of 250,000 dollars be fent to the pay-

mafter general, for the ufe of the army under the immediate com-

mand of general Wafhington.

That the fum of 50,000 dollars be fent to general Schuyler, for

the ufe of the army under his command.

The committee appointed to prepare inftruftions &c. to the

commifFioners going to Canada, brought in a draught of farther

inllruftions, and of a commilTion, which was read.

The Congrei"s then refolved itfelf into a committee of the whole,

to take into'their farther confideration the memorial from the mer-

chants, traders, and others, inhabitants of Philadelphia, the me-

morial from Edmund Cuftis, the letters from the committees of

AcGoinac and Northampton, and the petition of Jofeph Blewer

and Daniel Robinfon, and after iome time the prefident refumed

the chair, and Mr. Harrifon reported that the committee have had

tinder confideration the matters to them referred, and have come

to fundry refolutions, which they direcled him to lay before

Congrefs,

The report of the committee being read ;

R-^folved, That a committee of three be appointed to draw a

declaration purfuant to faid report, and lay the fame before Con-

srrefs.

The mem.bers chofen, Mr. Wythe, Mr. jay, and Mr. Wllfon.

Refolved, That it be an inftrudlion to faid committee to receive

and infert a claufe or claufes, that " all feamen and mariners on

board of merchant fhips and veffels, taken and condemned as

prizes,
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Pmes, fliall be entitled to their pay, according to the terms of

their contracts, until the time of condemnation."

The committee to whom the letter and queries of Mr. Meafe

were referred, brought in their report which was read.

Ordered, to lie on the table.

Refolved, That Mr. Whipple be appointed a member of the ma-
rine committee, and of the committee for receiving the applica-

tions and examinine the qualifications of gentlemen applying for

offices in the continental fervice.

The committee to whom the letters from general Wafhington

dated the 14th and 26th of February laft, and the letter from lord

Stirling of the 25th of fame month were referred, brought in their

report, which was read, and the fame being taken into confideration,

Refolved, That the firft part thereof be re-committed.

Refolved, That the value of the paflage boat, York, be made
good to Michael Kearney, jun. the owner thereof; it appearing

that fhe was imprelTed into the continental fervice, and employed
in taking the fhip Blue Mountain Valley, and for that reafon af-

terwards feized and detained by order of captain Parker, comman-
der of the Britifh Ihip of war, Phenix; and that lord Stirling be
delired to appoint proper perfons to value faid boat, and report

fuch valuation to Congrefs.

Refolved, That a member be elefted for the fecret committee in

the room of Mr. Bartlett, who is abfent.

The ballots being taken,

Mr. R. H. Lee was elefted.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Wednesday, March 20, 1776.

A letter from lord Stirling of the i6th, was laid before Con-
grefs and read.

Refolved, That three members be elefted for the committee ap-

pointed to confider the propriety of a war-office in the room of

three, who are neceffarily abfent :

The members chofen, Mr. Duane, Mr. R. H. Lee, and Mr.
Johnfon.

Refolved, That .the fum of 3000 dollars be advanced to colonel

Magaw for the purpofe of purchahng fire arms for his battalion,

he to be accountable.

The Congrefs refumed the confideration of Ihe inftruftions and
commiflion to the deputies or ccmmiffioners going to Canada, and
the fame being debated by paragraphs, were agreed to, as follows:

Instructions, ijc.

Gentlemen,

You are with all convenient difpatch to repair to Canada, and
rnake known to the people of that country, the wifhes and intenti-

ons of the Congrefs with refpeft to them.
Vol. IL N Reprefent
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Reprefent to them that the arms of the United Colonies, having

been carried into that province for the purpofe of fruftrating the de-

figns of the Britifh court againft our common liberties, we expeft.

not only to defeat the hoftile machinations of goT. Carlton againft

us, but that we fliall put it into the power of our Canadian breth-

ren to purfue fuch meafures for fecuring their own freedom and

happinefs, as a generous love of liberty and found policy fhall dic'-

tate to them.

Inform them, that in our judgment their interefts and ours are

Infeparably united; that it is impoffible we can be reduced to a fer-

tile fubmiffion to Great Britain without their (liarlng our fate: And
on the other hand, if we fhali obtain, as we doubt not we fhall, a

full eftablifhment of our rights, it depends wholly on their choice

whether they will participate Avith us in thofe bleffings, or ftill re-

main fubjeft to every z&. of tyranny, which Britifh minilters fhall

pleafe to exercife over them. Urge all fuch arguments, as your

prudence fhall fuggeft, to inforce our opinion concerning the mu-
tual interelt of the two countries, and to convince them of the im-

pofTibiiity of the war being concluded to the difadvantage of thefe

colonies, if we wifely and vigoroufly co-operate with each other.

To convince them of the uprightnefs of our intentions towards

them, you are to declare that it is our inclination, that the people

of Canada may fetup fuch a form of government, as will be mofl

likely, in their judgment, to produce their happinefs : And you

are in the ftrongefl terms to affure them, that it is our earnefl de-

fire to adopt them into our union, as a fifter colony, and to fecure

the fame general fyftem of mild and equal laws for them and for

ourfelves, with only fuch local differences as may be agreeable to

each colony refpeftively.

AlTure the people of Canada, that we have no apprehenfion that

the French will take any part with Great Britain; but that it is

their interefl, and we have reafon to believe their inclination to

cultivate a friendly intercourfe with thefe colonies.

You are from this, and fuch other reafons as may appear moft

proper, to urge the neceflity the people are under of immediately

taking fome decifive ilep, to put themfelves under the proteftion

of the United Colonies. For expediting fuch a meafure, you are

to explain to them our method of collefting the fenfe of the people,

and conducting our affairs regularly by committees of obfervation

and infpedion in the feveral diftridts, and by conventions and com-

mittres of fafety in the feveral colonies. Recommend thefe modes

to them. Explain to them the nature and principles of government

among freemen; developing, in contrail to thofe, the bafe, cruel,

and infidious defigns involved in the late aft of parliament, for ma-

king a more effeftual provifion for the government of the province

of Quebec. Endeavour to ftimulate them by motives of glory as

well as iatereft, to alTume a part In a conteft, by which they mull

be
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be deeply affected ; and to afpire to a portion of that power, b}'-

which they are ruled; and not to remain the raere fpoils and prey

of conquerors and lords.

You are further to dcclarcj that we holdfacred the rights of con-

fcience, and may promife to the whole people, folemnly in our name
the free and undifturbed exercife of their religion, and to the cler-

gy the full, perfeft, and peaceable poffeffion and enjoyment of all

their eilates; that the government of every thing relating to their

religion and clergy, fhall be left intirely in the hands of the good
people of that province, andfuch legiflature as they fhali conftitute^

provided however, that all other denominations of chrillians be e-

qually entitled to hold offices, and enjoy civil privileges, and the

free exercife of their religion, and be totally exempt from the pay-

ment of any tithes or taxes forthe fupport of any religion.

Inform them that you are veiled by thisCongrefs with full pow-
ers to effeft thefe purpofes; and therefore prefs them to have a

complete reprefentation ofthe people affembled in convention with

all poflible expedition, to deliberate concerning the eftablifhment

of a form of government, and a union with the United Colonies.

As to the terms of union, infill on the propriety of their being li-

milar to thofe on which the other colonics unite. Should they ob-

ject to this, report to this Congrefs the objedlions, and the terms

on which alone they will come into our union. Should they agree

to our terms, you are to promife in the names of the United Colo-

nies, that we will defend and proteft the people of Canada againfl:

all enemies, in the fame manner as we will defend and proteft any
ofthe United Colonies.

You are to eftablifh a free prefs, and to give direftions for th^

frequent publication offuch pieces as may be of fervice to the caufe

of the United Colonies.

You are to fettle all difputes between the Canadians and the con-

tinental troops, and to make fuch regulations relating thereto, as

you fhall judge proper.

You are to make a ftrl6l and impartial inquiry into the caufe of

the imprlfonment of colonel Du Free, lieutenant colonel Nefeu,

Major St. George Du Pree, and Major Gray, officers of the mili-

tia, and of John Frazer, Efq. late a judge of the police at Montre-
al, and take fuch orders concerning them as you fhall judge mo^
proper.

In reforming any abufes you may obferve in Canada, eftablifh-

ing and enforcing regulations for prefervatlon of peace and good
order there, and compofing difFerences between the troops of the

United Colonies and the Canadians, all officers and foldiers are re-

quired to yield obedience to you; and to enforce the decifions that

you or any two of you may make, you are impowered to fufpend

any military officer from the exercife of his commiffion, till the

pleafure of the Congrefs fhall be known, if you or any two of you

fhall think it expedient. You
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\ou are alfo empowered to fit and vote as members of councils

of war, in directing fortifications and defences to be made, or to

be demolifned, by land or by water; and to draw orders on the

prefident for any fums of mpner, not exceeding oneliundred thou-

fand dollars in the whole to defray the expence of the works.

L.afl;ly, You are, by all the means you can ufe, to promote the

execution of the refolutions now made, or hereafter to be made in

Congrels.

On Motion Refohed, That the following additional inftniftions

be given to the commiffioners aforefaid.

\ ou are empowered and directed to promote and encourage the

trade of Canada with the indian nations, and to grant paffports for

the carrying it on, as far as it may confift with the fafety of the

troops, and the public good.
You are alfo direfted and authorized to affure the inhabitants of

Canada, that their commerce with foreign nations fhall in all re-

fpects be put upon an equal footing with, andencouraged and pro-

tefted in the fame manner as the trade of the United Colonies.

You are alfo directed to ufe every wife and prudent meafure to

introduce and give credit and circulation to the continental money
in Canada.

In cafe the former refolution ofCongrefs refpecting the Englifh

American troops in Canada has not been carried into eftecl, yon
are directed to ufe your beft endeavours for forming a battalion of

the New-York troops in that country, and to appoint the field and
other officers out of the gentlemen who have continued there during

the campaign according to their refpeftive ranks and merit. And if

it fiaould be found impracticable, you are to direft fuch of them as

are provided for in the four battalions now raifing in New York,

to repair to their refpeftive corps. To enable you to carry this

refolution into effect, you are furnifhed with blank commiffions

figned by the prefident.

Refolved, That the memorial from the indian traders refiding at

Montreal be delivered to the com.miflioners going to Canada.

The draught of the commiffioa being taken into confideratioji,

and debated by paragraphs was agreed to, as follows :

The delegates of the United Colonies of New-Hampfhire, &c.

to Benjamin Franklin, L. L. D. member of the royal academy
of fcienccs at Paris, F. R. S. &c. &c. one of the delegates of

the colony of Pennfylvania, Samuel Chafe, Efq. one of the dele-

gates of the colony of Maryland, and Charles Carroll of Carollton

Efq. of the faid colony of Maryland, greeting. Know ye, that we,
repofing fpecial trufi:and confidence in your zeal, fidelity, abilities,

and affiduity, do, by thefe prefents, conftitute and appoint vou,
or any two of you, commiffioners for and oh behalf of us, and all

the people of the United Colonies, whom we reprefent, to promote
or to form an union between the faid colonies and the people of Ca-

nada,
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nada, according to the inftruftions herewith delivered you, and

fuch as you may hereafter receive ; and to execute all fach matters

and things, as you are or (hall be directed by your faid inftruc-

tiens, and we do require all officers foldiers, and others who may
facilitate your negociation, or promote the fuccefs thereof, to aid

and affift you therein ; and you are from time to time to tranfmit

and report your proceedings to Congrefs. This coramiflion to

continue in force till rtvoked by this or a future Congrefs.

Dated at Philadelphia, this day of

By .order of Congrefs.

Refohed, That Mr. Franklin, Mr. Adams, acd Mr. Chafe be

appointed to confer with Mr. Wrixon, to examine into his military

abilities, and inquire whether he is willing to engage in the fer-

vice of the United Colonies, and report to Congrefs.

Colonel St. Clair having informed Congrefs that Michael Huf-
nagel, appointed a firft lieutenant, and James O'Hara, and Abel
Morris, appointed enfigns in his battalion, have declined to ac-;

cept their commiffions, the committee on qualifications recom-
mended Thomas Butler in the room of M. Hufnagel, George
M'Culloch in the room of James O'Hara, and George Rofs in the

room of Abel Morris :

RefrJved, That coramillions be granted accordingly.

Refohed, That the committee of fafety of New-J,erfey be defir-

ed to remove the prifoners from Trenton to fuch place or places in

that colony, as may be thought convenient, at a proper diftance

from the fea and the poft roads, fubjecl to the regulations for-

merly made refpefting prifoners.

Rsfolvedf That all officers, prifonerr, who fhall refufe to fub-

fcribe the parole ordered by Congrefs, be committed to prifon.

The committee appointed to promote the making of muflcets,

to whom colonel Dayton's letter refpeCtincj the quality of the arms
taken by colonel Heard on Long Illand was referred, brought in

their report, which was read ; whereupon the Congrefs came to

the following refolution :

Whereas in the execution of the refolve of Congrefs of the

14th, refpeciiing the difarming of difaffedted perfons, many fire

arms may be taken, which may not be fit to arm any of the

troops mentioned therein. Therefore,

Rcfohed, That all the fire arms fo taken being appraifed accor -

ding to faid refolve, none of them fliall be paid for, but thofe

that are fit for the ufe of fuch troops, or that may conveniently be
fo made, and the remainder fnall be fafely kept by the faid aiTem-

i^lies, conventions, councils or committees of fafety, for the own-
ers, to be delivered to them when the Congrefs fhall direft.

The committee appointed to confider the bell ways and means
of fupplying the army, in Canada with provifions and neceiTaries

brought in their report, which was read.
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Refolved, That the fame be referred for confideration till to-

morrow.
A petition of John Secord was prefented to Congrefs and read,

and the confideration thereof, at the requeft of a colony, was de-

ferred till to-morrow.

The committee of claims reported that there is due,

To Abraham Hunt, for provifions, fire-wood, &c. to the pri-

fofiers at Trenton, and for horfe-hire for the public fervice, the

fum- of 607.6 dollars :

To Ephraim Blaine, Efq; for neceflaries furnifhed the rifle

companies, the fum of 129.7 dollars ; of which fum 44.3 dollars

are to be charged to captain Hendricks, and 65 dollars to captain

Chambers :

To fundries, on certificates for neceffaries furniflied to one of

the rifle companies, the fum of 122.5 dollars, of which fura

101.4 dollars, being for rifles, &c. furnifhed to captain Clug-

gage's company, to be charged to faid company ; the amount of

the certificates to be paid to Bernard Dougherty, Efq;

To William Baufman, for provifions, &c. furnifhed the pri-

fcners in Lancaflier, the fum of 1528.8 dollars :

To the committee of Frederick, the fum of 52.7 dollars, to be

paid to Thomas Johnfon, Efq;

To Francis Lee, for 483 meals dieting of general Lee's guard,

the fum of 48.3 dollars :

To Conrad L^liler, for 185 meals dieting the faid men, 19 dol-

lars :

To Mary Bryant, for 288 meals dieting the faid men, 28 dol-

lars.

• To Ann Todd, for 158 meals dieting the faid men, the fum of

15.8 dollars.

Ordered, That the above accounts be paid*

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Thursday, March 21, 1776.

A letter of the 7th from general Schuyler, with a return of the

forces before Quebec, was laid before Congrefs and read.

Refolved, That it be referred to Mr. Wythe, Mr. Harrifon,

and Mr. S. Adams.
Refolved, That general Wafhington be direded to fend an ac-

count of the troops in his camp, who are deficient in arms to the fe-

veral aflemblies or conventions of the colonies, to which thofe men

belonc» ; and requefl: them to fend a fufficient number of arms for

the men coming from the refpeftive colonies, and that, if arms

cannot be procured, fuch as have not arms be difmifTed the fervice.

Refolved, That the committee of fafety of Pennfylvania be re-

quefted to employ fome trufty perfons in each county to purchafe

as many good muilcets as will be fufficient to arm the battalions

raifed
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raifed in faid colony ; and that they exert their utmoft diligence in

procuring the faid arms I'peedily, and on the moft reafonable

terms ; that an order for 12,000 dollars be drawn on the treafurers

in favour of faid committee to pay lor the arms, the faid commit-

tee to be accountable.

Rejolved, That the fum of 600 dollars be fent to colonel Charles

Stuart, and that he be delired to mufter captain Woolverton'a

company ; and when he finds them properly armed, accoutred,

and ready to march, to furnifh them with neceflaries, and expedite

their march to New-York, agreeable to the orders of Congrefs

;

Mr. Stuart to be accountable for the money put into his hands.

Refolved, That Monf. le chevalier de St. Aulaire be permitted

to raife an independant company of rangers in Canada, with the

pay of a captain ; or, in cafe he fhall not be able to raife fuch a

company, that he be recommended to the commanding officer in

Canada, to be employed in fuch fervice there, as may be thought

fuitable to his genius and ability.

Refolved, That it be recommended to the feveral affemblies,

conventions, and councils or committees of fafety^ and commit-
tees of correfpondence and infpeftion, that they exert their ut-

moft endeavours to promote the culture of hemp, flax, and cotton,

and the growth of wool in thefe United Colonies.

Refolved, That it be recommended to the faid affemblies, con-

ventions, and councils or committees offafety, that they take the

earlieft meafures for erefting and eftablilhing in each and every co-

lony, a fociety for the improvement of agriculture, arts, manu-
faclures, and commerce, and to maintain a correfpondence be-

tween fuch focieties, that the rich and numerous natural advan-

tages of this country for fupporting its inhabitants may not be ne-

gledled :

That it be recommendedj to the faid affemblies, conventions,

and councils or committees of fafety, that they forthwith conlider

of ways and means of introducing the manufactures of duck and
failcloth, and fteel into fuch colonies, where they are not now
underllood, and of encouraging, increafing, and improving them,
where they are.

Refolved, That a committee of three be appointed to fuperin-

tend the printing the Journals of Congrefs; and that, if the pre-

fent printer cannot execute the work with fufiicient expedition,

they be empowered to employ another printer.

The members chofen, Mr. Wilfon, Mr. Harrifon, and Mr.
Allen.

The matters to this day referred being poftponed
;

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Friday, March 2z, 1776.

A ktter of the 13th from general Wafiijngton, inclofing the

proceedings
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proceedings of a council of war, alfo a letter from lord Stirling of
the 19th, were laid before Congrcfs and read.

A petition from Thorowgood Smith, and others, was -Drefen-

ted to Gongrefs and read, fetti^ig forth that they have procured a
•veffel, and raifed money to nt her out as a privateer, in order to
cruife and guard the coaft of Virginia, and praying that a com-
miffion be granted to William Shippen, to whom they propofe to

give the command' of faid veffel ; and farther that the Gongrefs
will grant them a fmall quantity of powder, upon their making
fatisfatlion for the fame.

Refolved, That a commiffion be granted to William Shippen, as

captain of the above mentioned veffel, for the purpofes aforefaid.

Refolvsd, That the fecret committee be directed to fell captain

V/illiam Shippen, 300 lb. of powder, for the ufe of his veffel.

The committee appointed to prepare a declaration purfuant to-

certain refolutions, brought in a draught, which was read.

Refdved, That the petition of John Secord be referred to a

committee of three.

The members chofen, Mr. Penn, Mr. E. Rutledge, andMr. Jay.
The committee of claims reported that there is due,

On account of expences in conveying powder, the fum of 8.3

dollars, and that the fame ought to be paid to John Morton, Efq;

To Matthias Slough, for provifions furnifhed the prifoners in

X.ancailer, the fum of 226.8 dollars:

To Ephraim Blaine, for fundry articles omitted' in the account

of expences at the treaty with the Indians at Pittfburg, the fum of

90.5 dollars.

To lundries, on certificates for neceffaries furnifhed to captain

Stevenfon's company in Virginia, the fum of 58.3 dollars, and

that the fame ought to be paid to Timothy Matlack, of which

14.7 dollars, being for a riffle, to be charged to captain Stevenfon.

Ordered^ That the faid accounts be paid.

Refolved, That the fum of 750 dollars be advanced to the baron

de Woedtke, he to be accountable out of his pay.

Refohed, That the rank of all fuch officers in the continental

armv, as held fimilar commiflions in that fervice, before the term

of their late appointment expired, be fettled by the dates of their

former, and not their prefent commiffions.

The aifembiy of the counties on Delaware, having recommen-

ded a gentleman to be major of the battalion ordered to be raifed

in that colony, in the room of John M'Pherfon, jun. Efq; who
fell before Quebec, and never received his commiflion, the Gon-

grefs proceeded to the election, and the ballots being taken and

examined,

Thomas M'Donnough was elected.

Refolved, That an order for 12.000 dollars be drawn qn the

tfeafurera in favour of the committee of fafety of Delaware go-

vernment
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ernment, for iiib ufe of the battalion raifed in that colony, the

faid committee to be accountable.

The Congrefs took into conCderation the declaration brought

in by the committee, and after debate, the further confideratioh

thereof, at the requeftof a colony, was poilponed till to-morrow.

Ordered, That the fecretary publifh the fubftance of the letters

received from the camp at Cambridge.

Refohed, That the marine committee be impowered to difpofe

of the coal on board the Blue Mountain Valley, in fuch manner as

they fhall judge moft for the benefit of the United Colonies.

The matters to this day referred being poftponed
;

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow. ,

Saturday, March 23, 1776.

A letter from James Young was laid before Congrefs and read,

requeuing that his fon John, who eloped from him lall January,

and got on board the Phenix fhip of war, but is now fortunately a

prifoner in New -York, may be permitted on his parole to refide

at the eftate of his late grandfather. Dr. Grseme :

Refolved, That Mr. Young's requeft be granted.

A letter from lord Stirling of the r8th, inclofing a letter from
William de Hart, and a letter from the captains and fubalterns of

the firft New-Jerfey battalion : Alfo,

A memorial from Thomas Scott of Hunterdon, defiring that he
may be appointed a captain of a company of rangers : And,
A letter from S. Badlam were laid before Congrefs and read.

Refolved, That the faid letters be referred to the committee on
qualifications.

Refolved, That an order for 30,000 dollars be drawn on the trea-

fnrers in favour of Thomas Lowry, commiflary for the ufe of the

New-Jerfey battalions, he to be accountable.

The committee on qualifications having recommended Peter

Scull to be a brigade-major in the army of the United Colonies in

the middle department;

Jofeph Davenport to be a captain in the third Pennfylvania

battalion in the room of Mr. Scull

;

Evan Edwards to be a captain in faid battalion in the room of
Mr. AlHce, who has refigned

;

William Tilton to be a firft lieutenant in faid battalion in the

room of Evan Edwards
;

Garret Steddiford to be an enfign in the faid battalion
;

And having alfo recommended the following perfons for colonel

Irvine's battalion, viz.

Robert Wilfon to b^ a firft lieutenant in the room of William
M'Cleland, refigned

;

John Alexander, to be a firft lieutenant in the room of Robert
White, refigned

;

.'Vot. II. O Andrew
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Andrew Irvine, a fecond lieutenant in the room of John Alex-

ander
j

Neeper, an enfign in the room of John Murray^
who has refigned

;

Refslved, That commiiTions be granted to them accordingly.

Refolved, That the fum of 3200 dollars in fpeeie be advanced to

Mr. Cole, to be by him delivered to the commanding officer in Ca-

nada, for the fervice of the continent, and that he be defired to

proceed thither immediately.

The committee of claims reported that there is due,

To Dr. Jonathan Potts, for attendance on the fecond and fourth

Pennfylvania battalions, the fum of 67.6 dollars :

To Col.Nathaniel Heard, for expences in the expedition againfl

the tories on Long-lfland, the fum of 2161.6 dollars.

Ordered, That the faid accounts be paid.

The Congrefs refumed the confideration of the deelaratioDj

which was agreed to, as follows:

. Whereas the petitions of the United Colonies to the king, for

the redrefs of great and manifold grievances, have not only beert

rejefted, but treated v/ith fcorn and contempt, and the oppofition

to defigns evidently formed to reduce them to a ftate of fervile fub-

jedtion, and their neceiTary defence againfl hoftile forces adlually

employed to fubdue them, declared rebellion; and whereas an un-

jufl war hath been commenced againfl them, which the command-
ers of the Britifh fleets and armies have profecuted, and flill con-

tinue to profecute, with their utmofl vigour, and in a cruel man-
n,er, wafling, fpoiling, and deflroying the country, burning houfes

and defencelefs towns, and expofing the helplefs inhabitants to e-

very raifery from the inclemency of the winter, and not only urg-

ing favages to invade the country, but infligating negroes to mur-

der their mailers ; and whereas the parliament of Great-Britain

hath lately pafTcd an aft, affirming thefe colonies to be in open

rebellion, forbidding all trade and commerce with the inhabitants

thereof, until they fhall accept pardons, and fubmit to defpotic

rule, declaring their property, wherever found upon the water, li-

able to feizure and confifcation, and enafting, that what had been

done there, by virtue of the royal authority, were juft and lawful

adls, and fhall be fo deemed ; from all which it is manifell, that the

iniquitous fcheme, concerted to deprive them of the liberty they

have a right to by the laws of nature and the Englifh conflitution,

will be pertinacioufly purfued: It being therefore neceffary to pro-

vide for their defence and fecurity, and juftifiable to make reprifals

upon their enemies, and otherwife to annoy them according to the

laws and ufages of nations, the Congrefs, trulling that fuch of

their friends in Great-Britain (of whom it is confefTed there are

many intitled to applaufe and gratitude for their patriotifm and be-

nevolence, and in whofe favour a difcriminatioii of property can-

not
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not be made) as fiiall fuffer by captures, will impute it to the au-

thors of our common calamities, do Declare and Refolve, as fo!-

Joweth, to wit.

Refolved, That the inhabitants of thefe colonies be permitted to

fit out armed velTels to cruize on the enemies of thefe United Colo-

nies.

Refolved, That all fnips and other veffels, their tackle, apparel, <^ ./> //^- '^•*-

and furniture, and all goods, wares, and merchandizes, belong- ^^ ^«SS-
ing to any inhabitant or inhabitants of Great Britain, taken on -^

the high feas, or between high and low water mark, by any

armed veffel, fitted out by any private perfon or perfons, and to

whom commiffions fhall be granted, and being libelled and profe-

cuted in any court erefted for the trial of maritime affairs in any

of thefe colonies, Ihall be deemed and adjudged to be lawful prize;

and after deducing and paying the wages which the feamen and

mariners on board of fuch captures as are merchant fhips and veffels

fhall be entitled to, according to the terms of their contrafits, until

the time of the adjudication, fhall be condemned to and for the ufe

cf the owner or owners, and the officers, marines, and mariners of

fuch armed veffel, according to fuch rules and proportions as they

fhall agree on
;

provided always, that this refolution faall not ex-

tend to any veffel bringing fettlers, arms, ammunition or warlike

ftores to and for the ufe of thefe colonies, or any of the inhabitants

thereof, who are friends to the American caufe, or to fuch warlike

ftores, or to the effefts of fuch fettlers.

Refolved, That all fhips or veffels, with their tackle, apparel,

and furniture, goods, wares, and merchandizes, belonging tb any

inhabitant of Great-Britain as aforefaid, which fliall be taken byany
of the veffels of war of thefe United Colonies, fliall be deemed for-

feited ; one third, after dedufting and paying the wages of feamen

and mariners as aforefaid, to the officers and men on board, and

two thirds to the ufe of the United Colonies.

Refolved, That all fhips or veffels, with their tackle, apparel,

and furniture, goods, wares, and merchandizes, belonging to any

inhabitants of Great-Britain as aforefaid, which fhall be taken by
any veffel of war fitted out by and at the expence of any of the U-
nited Colonies, fhall be deemed forfeited, and divided, after de-

ducing and paying the wages of feamen and mariners as aforesaid,

in fuch manner and proportions as the affembly or convention of

fuch colony fhall direft.

Refolved, That all veffels, with their tackle, apparel, and fur-

niture, and cargoes, belonging to the inhabitants of Great-Bri-

tain, as aforefaid, and all veffels which may be employed in carry-

ing fupplies to the miniflerial armies, which fhall happen to be
taken near the fhores of any of thefe colonies, by the people of

the country, or detachments from the army, fhall be deemed law-

ful prize ; and the court of admiralty within the faid colony is

required
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required on condemnation thereof, to adjudge that all charges an^
expences which may attend the capture and trial, be firft paid ou!^

of the monies arifing from the fales of the prize, and the remain-

der equally among all thofe, who fhall have been aftually engaged
and employed in taking the faid prize. Provided, that where any
detachments of the army fhall have been employed as aforefaid,

their part of the prize-money, fhall be dillributed among them in

proportion to the pay of the officers and foldiers fo employed.

Re/oIved,'Th.at a committee of live be appointed to confider of the

fortifying one or more ports on the American coaft, in the ftrong-

eft manner, for the proteftion of our cruifers, and the reception

of their prizes ; that they take the opinion of the beft engineers on
the manner and expence, and report thereon to Congrefs.

The members chofen, Mr. Harrifon, Mr. J. Adams, Mr. Hewes,
Mr. R. Morris, and Mr. Whipple.

Refohed, That the commiffioners appointed to go to C^n^ida,

or any two of them, be impowered, if they think it neceflary for

the fervice of the United Colonies, to raife a number of independ-

ent companies, not exceeding fix, and to appoint the officers ; that

they alfobe empowered to fill up all vacancies, that may happen ia

the army of the United Colonies in Canada, while they are there.

Refohed, That io66| dollars in continental money, over and
above the 1600 dollars to be paid them in fpecie, be advanced to

the commiffioners going to Canada, to defray their expences, they

to render an account.

Refolved, That 400 dollars in fpecie be paid to Mr. Walker, in

fall fpr fo much by him lent to general Wooller, for the ufe of the

army in Canada, and that general Woofter's note be taken up and
cancelled.

Refolved, That this Congrefs will on Monday next refolve itfelf

into a committee of the whole to take into confideration the trade

of the United Colonies; and that fundry motions offered by the

members from MafTachufetts-Bay, Maryland, and Virginia, be

referred to faid committee.

Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday.

Monday, March 25. 1776.

Sundry letters were laid before Congrefs and read.

One from general Wafhiugton of the J 9th, wherein he informs

Congrefs, that on the 17th the enemy evacuated Bofton, and our

troops took poffeffion of it.

One from general Schuyler, of the 12th.

One from lord Stirllnar of the 21ft, And,
One from the committee of fafety of New-Jerfey.

Refolved, That the thanks of this Congrefs, in their own name,
and in the name of the thirteen United Colonies, whom they re-

preientj be prefented to his excellency general Wafhiugton, and
^

the
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the officers and foldiers under his command, for their wife and

fpirited conduft in the fiege and acquifition of Bofton; and that a

piedal of gold be ftruck in commemoration of this great event, and

prefented to his excellency; and that a committee of three be

appointed to prepare a letter of thanks, and a proper device for

the medal.

-The members qhofen, Mr. J. Adams, Mr. Jay, and Mr. Hop^
kins.

Refolved,Th.zX. a committee of three be appointed to confer with-

Mr. Diigan, and colonel Ritzema.

The members chofen, Mr. Harrifon, Mr. Johnfon, and Mr.
Allen.

Refolved, That 20,000 dollars be advanced to the delegates of

Virginia for the ufe of the battalions in that colony ; the laid de-

legates to account for the expenditure thereof.

The committee appointed to take into confideration the ftate of

the colonies in the fouthern department brought in their report,

which was read as follows :

" That it appears highly probable that a very confiderable

force will be exerted in that department by our enemies early this

fpring ; that the continental forces employed in South-Carolina

and Virginia refpeftively, cannot prudently be folely relied on,

for the defence ofthofe colonies ; that South-Carolina and Virgi-

nia are at a very great feparate expence in armed veflels, rendered

abfolutely necelTary by the iituation and circumilances of thofe

countries ; that the militia of South-Carolina are obliged to per-.

form a very laborious duty, which, from the fmallnefs of their

number, and the confequent quick rotation, is exceffively burden-

fome ; and that the colony of Virginia, in addition to the fix con-

tinental battalions already there, have refolved to raife, and are

now embodying, three other battalions." Whereupon,
Rsfolvsd, That the convention or council of fafety of South-

Cai"olina be permitted to raife and embody two other battalions,

and that they be on the pay and at the expence of the continent,

as foon as they fhall be armed lit for feryice, and accordingly muf-
tered :

That the three colonial battalions of Virginia, be alfo on the

pay and at the expence of the continent, as foon as they fhall be

armed fit for fervice, and accordingly muttered :

That the contrails made by the council of fafety of Viro-inia

for th,e fubfiftance of the third battalion in that colony, at fix-

pence half-penny a ration, of the fifth at eight-pence, and of the

iecond, fourth, feventh, eighth, and ninth, at feven pence half-

penny a ration be confirmed.

Rsfolved, That a deputy mufter-m.afler general be appointed for

the fouthern department.

The
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The ballots being taken and examined.
Edmund Randolph, Efq; was elefted.

Refolved, That E. Randolph, Efq; be empowered to appoint

two deputy mufter-mafters under him, one for North-Carolina
and the other for South-Carolina and Georgia.

Refolved y That the order of the day be poftponed.

The Congrefs then took into confideration the report of the

committee on the ways and means of fupplying the troops in Ca-
nada with provifions and necelFaries ; whereupon,

Refolved, That general Schuyler be directed to take fuch order

refpefting the fupplies of provifions neceffary for the troops in Ca-
nada, as he may deem expedient.

The Congrefs being of opinion that the reduftion of Quebec,
and the general fecurity of the province of Canada, are objects of

great concern

;

Refolved, That general Wafliington be direfted to detach four

battalions into Canada, from the army under his command, as

foon as he fhall be of opinion that the fafety of New-York and the

caftern fervice will permit.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Tuesday, March 26, 1776.

The Congrefs being informed that Mr. Ward, one of the de-

legates of Rhode- Ifland, died yeRtrday.

Refolved, That this Congrefs will in a body attend the funeral

of Mr. Ward to-morrow, with a crape round the arm, and will

continue in mourning for the fpaceof one month.

Refolved, That Mr. Hopkins, Mr. S. Adams, and Mr. Wol-
cott be a committee to fuperintend the funeral, and that they be

•iirefted to apply to the rev. Mr. Stillman, and requeft him to

preach a funeral fermon on the occafion :

That the faid committee be directed to invite the affembly and
committee of fafety of Pennfylvania, and other public bodies in

Philadelphia, to attend the funeral.

Refolved, That the privates of the companies ordered from Ma-
ryland to Accomac and Northampton, be allowed the pay of the

privates in the fouthern department, which is 6| dollars, oer ca^

lender month.

Refolved, That if the convention or council of fafety of North-

Carolina (hall judge it neceffary for the common fafety to raife one

or two more battalions, the fame when armed fit for fervice and
muftered, be taken into the pay of the continent.

Refolved, That commodore Douglafs be ordered immediately to

repair to the lakes, and take the command of the vefTels on that

ftation.

Adjourned to ten o'clock on Thurfday.

Thursday,
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Thursday, March 28, 177*^.

Refohed, That an order for 20,000 dollars be drawn on the treai-

furers in favour of William Barrel of Philadelphia, in full for tent

cloth fent by him to col. Mifflin for the ufe of the army under the

command of general Wafhington ; the money being paid in confe-

qucnce of the general's letter of the 13th, to be charged to the ac-

count of the general.

Refolved, That the marine committee be empowered to purchafe,

on the moft reafonable terms they can, the (hip Molly, for the ufc

of the continent, and to fit her out with all poflible expedition to

join captain Barry on his cruife along the coaft, between New-
York and Virginia.

A memorial of Thomas Walker of Canada was prefented to

Congrefs and read.

Two letters of the 27th from the committee of fafcty of New-
Jerfey, were read.

Refolved, That the prefident return an anfwer, and inform the

committee of fafety of New -Jerfey that the Congrefs fee no reafon

to alter or countermand the requifition of the 15th, and that there-

fore they be requefted to expedite the march of the troops to New-
York, agreeable to the requifition of the commanding officer.

The Congrefs proceeded to the eleftion of a colonel of the third

battalion ordered to be raifed in the colony of New-York, and the

ballots being taken,

Rudolphus Ritzema was ele»5ted.

The committee appointed to confer with colonel Ritzema and
Mr. Dugan brought in their report, which was read.

Rejolved, That an order for 1 ooo dollars be drawn on the trca-

furers in favour of Mr. Jeremiah Dugan, as a reward for his fer-

Tices in Canada.

Refolved, That Mr. Jeremiah Dugan be appointed a major,

with the rank of lieutenant-colonel, to command a body of three

hundred rangers.

That the laid rangers be divided Into three companies, each to

confiftof one hundred men, and to be commanded by a captain and
two lieutenants : That the captains and lieutenants be recommen-
ded by lieutenant-colonel Dugan to the commiffioners going to

Canada for their approbation; and that, if they approve the gen-

tlemen recommended, they grant them commiffions.

Refolved, That Mr. William Finney be appointed a deputy
quarter-maftcr in the fouthern department.

Refolved, That two engineers be employed for the fouthrrn de-

partment.

Refolved, That an order for 20,000 dollars be drawn on the

treafurers in favour of Mr. James Meafe, for the ufe of the Pcnn-

fylvania battalions, he to be accountable.

Information
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Information being given to Congref* that fome prifoners in the

goal of Philadelphia have meditated an efcape, and are near car-

rying their plan into execution.

Refalved, That the goaler be direfted to confine John Connol-

ly, J. Smith, and Mofes Kirkland, in feperate apartments, and

fufier no peribn to converfe with any of them, without fpecial or-

ders of Congrefs.

Refolved, That the fherHF of the city and county of Philadelphia

be direfted by Mr. M'Kean to call to bis affiftance a guard of fifty

men from the barracks for the defence of the goal ; and that the

Cicriff be farther directed to keep fecret any intimation given him
of a defign to refcue his prifoners, and to employ every means to

difcover and apprehend thofe concerned in fuch drfign.

Refolved, That an order for looo dollars be drawn on the trea-

furers in favour of Mr. Samuel Fairlamb, for the ufe of the fourth

Pennfylvania battalion, he to be accountable.

, The matters to this day referred being poftponed
;

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Friday, March 29, 1776.

Sundry letters were laid before Congrefs and read.

Two from general Schuyler of the J 9th and 21ft, with a copy

of the treaty held with the Indians at Albany, &c.

One from the convention of New-York, ofthe 26th.

One from Allan M'Donald.

Refolved, That the letter from Allan M'Donald be referred to

the committee on prifoners.

That the other letters with the papers enclofed be referred to

Mr. "Wythe, Mr. Harrifon, and Mr. S. Adams.

Refolved, That the fecret committee be direfted to deliver to

Mr. William Henry, and Co. 15 lb. of powder, to prove the

muflcets he has contra£led,to make for the continent.

The Congrefs refumed the confideration of the report of the

committee on the means of fupplying the troops in Cauda.

Whereupon,
RefAved, That a deputy commiflary general of ftores and provi-

fjons be appointed for the army of the United Colonies in Canada.

The ballots being taken and examined,

Mr. J. Price was elefted.

Refolved, That the lad paragraph of the report be recommitted

for fiather enqoiry and examination.

A letter from the committee of fafety of New-Jerfey, and one

from captain John Macpherfon were received and read.

Adiourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Saturday,
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Saturday, March .^q,.i']']6.
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Refolved, That 60 dollars be advanced to captain Arundel, to

be deduced out of his.pay, and that he be direfted immediately

to repair to the fouthern department, and put himfelf under; the

command of general Lee.

Refolved, That Monf. Dechambault and his companion be

permitted to come to Philadelphia and tranfadl his bufinefs, an4

then return to Briftol.

The Congrefs proceeded to the election of two engineers for the

fouthern department, and the ballots being taken,

John Stadler and Monf. Maffenbach, were elected.

The Congrefs took into confideration the letter from the com-

mittee of fafety ofNew-Jerfey : Whereupon,
Refolved, That the minute-men employed by Congrefs under

the command of colonel Heard, in the expedition to Long Ifland,

be allowed, while on that fervice, the fame pay and rations as

the continental troops in the middle department.

Refolved, That the delegates of New-York prepare an anfwer to

the committee of fafety of New-Jerfey, and aflign the reafons of

the foregoing refolution

The committee of claims reported that there is due.

To William Tricket, for ftatiunary, the fumof 41.7 dollars:

To Philip Apricht, for provifions to general Lee's guard, the

fum of 4.7 dollars, and that the fame ought to be paid to Adam
Kimmel

:

To fundries, on certificates for neceflaries furnifhed to the riffle

companies, the fum of 42.2 dollars, and that 2.5 dollars, part of

faid ium be charged to captain CrefTap's company

:

To fundries, on certificates for riffles, fliirts, &c. furnifhed to

captain Cluggage's company, the fum of 81.1 dollars, which
ought to be paid to John Montgomery, Efq; and charged to faid

company :

To Robert Erwin, waggon-mafter, on an account now fettled,

the fum of 409.3 dollars:

To Sacheverel Wood, for provifions furnifhed by him to feve-

ral prifoners in the goal of Philadelphia, the fum of 137.6 dollars :

To Thomas Devvees, for provifions for Connolly, Cameron,
Smith, and Kirkland, the fum of 57.8 dollars.

Ordered, That the faid accounts be paid.

The committee appointed to confer with major Wrixon,
brought in their report, which was read.

Refolved, That each regimental furgeon be allowed a mate :

That the pay of a furgeon's mate be 18 dollars a month.
Refolved, That fuitable chirurgical inftruments be purchafed

with each medicine cheft.

Refolved, That each brigadier general, when on conimand, be
empowered to appoint a brigade major.

Vol. IL P Adjourned
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Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday.

Monday, :^pnl i, 1776.

Refohsd, "That captain D. Arundel be allowed 48.5 dollars in

full for pay and fubliftance, from the 8th of February, the time
he wks recommended 19 general Schuyler, to the J 9th of March,
when he received his comniiffion.

Refohed, That Mr. J. Meafe be direded to advance captain

Romans one month's pay for himfelf and the officers and men of
his company, and alfo fubfiftance money to Albany.
The committee to whom the petition of captain White Eyes

was referred, brought in their report v/hich was read.

Refohed, That the fame be taken into conftderation tb-ftiorrow.

The Congrefs having, on the 17th of February laft, appointed

a Handing committee for fuperintending the treafury, with power,
among other things, to employ and inllruft proper perfons for li-

quidating the public accounts ; and the faid refolutions not being

fufficientTy explicit, with refpedl to the manner and place of fet-

tling thofe accounts, and it being a matter of great confequence,

that the public accounts fliould be regularly ftated and kept, and
juftly liquidated aild fettled.

Refohed, Therefore that a treafury office of accounts be inftitut-

ed and eftubliihed, and that fuch office be kept in the city or place,

where Congrefs fllall from time to time be affembled and hold

their feffions :

That the faid office of accounts be under the direction and fu-

perintendance of the {landing committee for the treafury :

That an auditor-general, and a competent number of affiftants

and clerks, be appointed by Congrefs, and employed for Hating,

arranging, and keeping the public acOunts :

That all accounts and claims againft the United Colonies, for

fervices or fupplies, vv'here the rates or prices have not been afcer-

tained by Consjrefs, fhall be prefented to the committee of claims,

liquidated by them, and reported to and allowed by Congrefs,

previous to their being paffed at the treafury office ; that all other

accounts and claims, coniifting of articles, the price or value of

which {hall have previoufly been {rxed by contradl, or otherwife af-

certained by Congrefs, {hall be liquidated and fettled at the trea-

fury office, and reported for the allowance of Congrefs, by the

committee for fuperintending the treafury, and then palfed and

entered at the treafury office.

That all corttrafts, fecurities, and obligations, for the ufe and

beneiit of the United Colonies, {hall be lodged and kept in thetrea-

fiiry office of accounts; and that all perfons to whom public mo-

nies have been or {hall be advanced or paid, fhall be charged with

the fame in the books of the faid office, for which every warrant on

the treafury, which {hall ilfue after the faid office fhall be opened,

fhaJJ
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fhall, previous to its being paid, be entered at the treafurjr office,

and the entry certified on the warrant by one of the committee on

the treafury, the auditor general, or one of his affiftants or clerks;

provided however, that all orders or warrants iffued by committees

appointed and authorized by Congrefs to draw on the treafurers

for particular purpofes, fhall be paid and charged to the account

of the faid committee refpeftively, until they fhall fettle and have

their accounts pafled by Congrefs, when the debits againft them
ftiall be difcharged in the treafury office by fuch credits as Congrefs

fhall agree to and allow :

That all affemblies, conventions, councils, or committees of

fafety, cornmifl'aries, pay-mafters, and others, intrufted with pub-
lic monies, fliall within a reafonable time after being called upon for

that purpofe, by the committee ofthe treafury, produce their ac-

counts and vouchers at the treafury office, in order to their being

fettled and adjufted in the manner before diretled :

That the committee for fuperintending the treafury fliall be au-

thorized to apply to the comm.anding officers and others, in the

continental fervice, for fuch materials and information, as the

committee may judge to be ufeful for ftating, explaining, or check-
ing the public accounts, in order to their being fairly aud juftly

fettled :

That the auditor general and his affiftants or clerks, before en-

tering upon their offices, fliall refpeftively take an oath, to be ad-

miniilred by one or more of the committee of the treafury office

(a certificate whereof fliall be filed in the treafury office) well and
faithfully to execute the truft repofed in them, as auditor, affiflant,

or clerk, ( as the cafe may be, ) of the office of accounts, eftablifli-

ed by Congrefs, according to the befl of their flcill and judgment
and to difclofe no matter, the knowledge of which fhall be acquir-

ed in confequence of fuch their office, which they fhall be direct-

ed to keep fecret

:

That the committee for fuperintending the treafury fhall be au-
thorized to hire fuitable places, and procure books of accountsand
other neceffaries at the public expence, for the eftablifhing and
doing the bufmefs of the faid office.

Re/o/ved,That major James Hewes,aprIfonerat Elizabeth-TQwn,
be allowed and ordered to come to Philadelphia for the benefit of
his health, and there to wait on the committee for prifoners, and
take their direftions with refpeft to the place of his future refidence.

Refolved That Mr. M'Kean aud Mr. Paine, be direfted to exa-

mine the goal of Philadelphia, and particularly the apartments
where Kirkland, Connoly, Smith, and Cameron are confined, and
report what is neceffary to be done to have them fafely and fecurely

kept.

Rejolved, That a committee ofthree be appointed to confer with

James
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James M'Knight, and examine his account and the nature of his

claim, and report thereon to Longrefs.

The members chofen, Mr. R. Morris, Mr. M'Kean, and Mr.
de Hart.

The committee on qualifications having recommended Jacob
Kemper, jun. to be appointed an enlign in captain Howell's com-
pany in the firft New Jerfey Battalion, in the room of Cyprus dc
Hart who has refigned;

Refolved, That he be appointed, and that a commifiionbe gran-.

ted to him accordingjly.

Refolved, That the prefident in his next letter to gen. Schuyler,

defire him to fend an account ofthe lead at Ticonderoga.
A letter from Alexander M'Donnald, George Gillefpie, and

J. W. Saunders, of the 12th of March, was prefented to Congrefs
and read.

Refolved, That it be referred to Mr. R. Morris, Mr. M'Kean, and
Mr. de Hart.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Tuesday, April 2, 1776.

A letter from gen. Wafhington of the 24th of March, with five

papers inclofed, was laid before Congrefs and read.

The committee appointed toprepare the form of a commiflion,

and inftruclions to commanders of private fhips of war, brought

in the fame, which were read.

The commiflion being agreed to, is as follows:

The delegates of the United Colonies of New-Hampftiire. &c.
to all to whom thefe prefents fhall come. Greeting: Know ye that

•we have granted, and by thefe prefents do grant, licenfe and au-

thority to mariner, commander ofthe called ofthe bur-

den of tons, or thereabouts, belonging to of in the co-

lony of mounting carriage guns, and navigated by
men, to fit out and fet forth thefaid in a warlike manner, and by
and with the faid and the crewthereof, byforce of armsto at-

t.ack,feize,and take the fhips and other veffelsjbelongingto the inha-

bitants of Great Britain, or any of them, with their tackle, appa-

rel, furniture, and lading, on the high feas, or between high and

low water marks, and to bring the fame to fome convenient ports

in the faid colonies, in order that the courts which are or fhall be

there appointed to hear and determine caufes civil and maritime,

may proceed in due form to condemn the faid captures, if they be

adjudged lav\fuJ prize; the faid having given bond with fuffi-

cient fureties that nothing be done by thefaid or any of the

officers, mariners, or company thereof, contrary to or inconfiftent

with the ulages and cuftoms of nations, and the inftruftions, a co-

py of which is herewith delivered to him. And we will and require

all our officers whatfoever, to give fuccour and affiflance to the faid



April, i7';6. 117

in the premifles. This comTniffion fliall continue in force until

die Congrefs fhall iffue orders to the contrary.

By order of Congrefs.

Mejl.
, ^

-
^ PrefJent,

The Congrefs then took into confideration the draught of'in-
ftrudlions, and after fome time fpent thereon,

Refilved, That it be recommitted, and that it be an inftruilion

to the committee to fil] up the blanks in faid draught, as they Taall

think beft.

The committee appointed to prepare a letter of thanks to oe-

Beral Wafliington, and the officers and foldiers under his command,
brought in a draught, which was read and agreed to:

Ordered, That it be tranfcribed, figned by the prefident, and
forwarded.

The committee on prifoners, to whom the letter from M. Belle-

tre, of the i6th of March laft, was referred, brought in their re-

port, whi<;h was read. Whereupon,
Refolved, That the fum of 3400 dollars be advanced by the trea-,

furers to M. Belletre, on his delivering to them his bills of ex-
change for the like fum payable in gold or filver in the province of
Canada.

A petition from William Lindfey being prefented to Cono-refs

and read
;

Refolved, That colonel Wayne be diretSted to difcharge Robert,
the fon of faid William Lindfey, inlifted in his battalion.

The matters to this day referred being poftponed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

"Wednesday, April 'i^, 1776.

Refolved, That the letter from general Wafliington of the 24th
of March, with the papers enclofed, be referred to a committee of

three.

The members chofen, Mr. Johnfon, Mr. Jay, and Mr. Wilfon,

A memorial and petition from captain John Nelfon, was pre-

fented to Congrefs and read. Alfo,

A petition from P. Moore, in behalf of the owners of the floops

Congrefs and Chance, privateers, was prefented and read.

Refolved, That the ff^cret committee be direfted to fell faid own-
ers, 400 lb. of powder, for the ufe of their privateers.

The committee of claims, to whom the account of MefTrs. Price

and Haywood were referred, brought in their report. Whereupon,
Rejolved., That" there be advanced to Meflrs. ^rice and Hay-

vv'ood, the fum of 64,358.6 dollars, on account of fupplies to the

army in Canada, to be accounted for on the fettlement of their ac-

counts ; and that general Woofter be directed to forward the ac-

counts and vouchers lodged in his hands.

The. faid committee farther reported that there is due.

To
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To the tewnfliip of Montague in the county of Suffex in New-
Jerfey, for flay-hire, in forwarding the prifoners from Canada, un-

der the command of captain Bralher, the fum of 45 dollars, and
that the fame ought to be paid to Nicholas Chriftopher.

Ordered, That the fame be paid.

A letter from H. Fifher of Lewes-Town to the committee of

fafety of Pennfylvania, together with a refolve of faid committee
being laid before Congrefs and read

;

Refohed, That the commanding officer of the battalion raifed in

Delaware gor\'ernment be direfted to fend two companies of faid

battalion to Lewes Town, there to remain in the fervice of the

continent till farther orders.

Refohed, That the marine committee be direfted and empower-
ed to fit out with all expedition, two armed cutters for the fervice

of the continent.

Refohed, That blank commiflions for private fiiips of war and
letters of marque and reprifal, figned by the prefident, be fent to

the general aflemblies, conventions, and councils or committees of

fafety of the United Colonies, to be by them filled up and deliver-

ed to the perfons intending to fit out fuch private fhips of war, for

making captures of Britirti veflels and cargoes, who fliall apply for

the fame, and execute the bonds which fliall be fent with the faid

commifiions, which bonds fliall be returned to the Congrefs.

Refohed, That every perfon intending to fet forth and fit out a

private fliip or vefTcl of war, and applying for a commiffion or let-

ters of marque and reprifal for that purpofe, fliall produce a writ-

ing fubfcribed by him, containing the name and tonnage or bur-

den of the fiiip or veflel, the number of her guns with their weight

of metal, the name and place of refidence of the owner or owners,

the names of the commander and other officers, the number of the

crew, and the quantity of provifions and warlike fl:ores; which

writing fliall be delivered to the fecretary of Congrefs, or to the

clerk of the houfe of reprefentatives, convention, or council or

committee of fafety of the colony in which the ftiip or vefTel fliall

<.be, to be tranfmitted to the faid fecretary, and fliall be regiftered

by him ; and that the commander of the fliip or veflel, before the

commilfion or letters of marque and reprifal may be granted, fliall,

together with fureties, feal and deliver a bond in the penalty of five

thoufand dollars, if the veflel be of one hundred tons or under, or

ten thoufand dollars, if of a greater burden, payable to the prefi-

dent of the Congrefs, in trull for the ufe of the United Colonies,

with condition ;-. the form following, to wit, " The condition of

this obligation is fuch, that if the above bounden who is com-

mander of the called belonging to of in the colo-

ny of mounting carriage guns, and navigated by men,

and who hath applied for a commiflion, and letters of marque and

reprifal, to arrti, equip, and fet forth to fea the faid as a pri-

vate
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vate (hip of war, and to make captures of Britifii veffels and car-

goes, fhall not exceed or tranfgrefs the powei-s and authorities

*vhich fhall be contained in the fald commiflion,but fhall in all things

obferve and condudl himfelf aad govern his crew by and according

to the fame, and certain inftruftions therewith to be delivered, and

fuch other inflruftions as may hereafter be given to him, and fhall

make reparation for all damages fullained by any mifconduft or

unwarrantable proceedings of himfelf, or the officers or crew of

the faid then this obligation fhall be void, or elfe remain in

force." which bond fhall be lodged with the faid fecretary of Con-
grefs.

The committee to whom the inflruftions to the commanders of

private fhips or veffels of war, were recommitted, brought in a

report, which beinw taken into confideration, and debated by
paragraphs, was agreed to, as follows :

JnJirudioJis to the commanders of private Jloips or veffels of 'war'

ivhich fyall have commijfofis or letters ofmarque and reprifal, au-

thorijing them to 77iake captures of BritifJj veffels and cargoes

^

1. You may by force of arms attack, fubdue, and take all fhips

and other veffels belonging to the inhabitants of Great-Britain, on
the high feas, or between high water and low water marks, ex-

cept fhips and veffels bringing perfons who intend to fettle and
relide in the United Colonies; or bringing arms, ammunition, or

warlike flores, to the faid colonies, for the ufe of fuch inhabitants

thereof as are friends to the American caufe, which you fliall fuf-

fer to pafs unmolefled, the commanders thereof permitting a peace-

able fearch, and giving fatisfacftory information of the contents of

the ladings, and deflinations of the voyages.

2. You may by force of arms, attack, fubdue, and take all

fhips and other veffels vvhatfoever, carrying fcldiers, arms, gun-
powder, ammunition, provifions, or any other contraband goods,

to any of the Britifh armies or fliips of war employed againil thcfe

colonies.

3. You fhall bring fuch fhips and veffels as you fhall take, with
their guns, rigging, tackle, apparel, furniture, and ladings, to

fome convenient port or ports of the United Colonies, that pro-

ceedings may thereupon be had in due form before the courts,

which are or fhall be there appointed to hear and determine caules

civil and maritime.

4. You, or one of your chief officers, fliall bring or fend the

mafler and pilot, and one or more principal perfou or perfons of
the company of every fhip or veffel by you taken, as foon after the

capture as may be, to the judge or judges of fuch court as afore-

faid, to be examined upon oath, and make anfwer to the interro-

gatories which may be propounded touching the interefl or pro-

perty of the fhip or veffel, and her lading ; and at the fame time

you
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you fhall deliver or caufe to be delivered to the judge or judges, all

paffes, fea-briefs, charter-parties, bills of lading, cockcts, letters,

ar.d other documents and writings found on board, proving the

faid papers by the affidavit of yourfelf or of fome other perfon pre-

fent at the capture, to be produced as they were received, with-

out fraud, addition, fubduclion, or embezzlement.

5. You fhall keep and preferve every Ihip or vefTel and cargo by
3^ou taken, until they fliall, by a fentence of a court properly aur

thorifed, be adjudged lawful prizes ; not felling, fpoiling, wafting,

or diminifhing the fame, or breaking the bulk thereof, nor fuffer-

ing any fuch thing to be done.

6. If you, or any of your officers or crew, fliall, in cold blood,

kill or maim, or by torture or otherwife, cruelly, inhumanly, and
contrary to common ufage, and the practice of civilized nations in

war, treat any perfon or perfons furprifed in the fhip or veflel you
fliall take, the offender fhall be feverely punifhed.

7. You fhall, by all convenient, opportunities, fend to Congrefs

written accounts of the captures you fliall make, with the number
and names of the captives, copies of your journal from time to time,

and intelligence of what may occur or be difcovered concerning the

deligns of the enemy, and the deftination, motions, and operati-

ons of their fleets and armies.

S. One third, at leaft, of your whole company fhall be landfmen.

9. You fliall not ranfom any pnfoners or captives, but fliall dif-

pofe of them in fuch manner as the Congrefs, or if that be not fit-

ting in the colony whither they fhall be brought, as the general

aiTembly, convention, or council, or committee of fafety of fuch

colony fhall dircft.

10. You fhall obferve all fuch further inftruftions as Congrefs

fhail hereafter ^ive in the premifles, when you fhall have notice

thereof,

11. If you iliall do any thing contrary to thefe inllruftions, or

to others hereafter to be 2;iven, or willingly fuffer fuch thing to be

done, you fnall not only forfeit your commiffion, and be liable to

an adioii for the breach of the condition of your bond, but be re-

(ponfible to the party grieved for damages fuftained by fuch mal-

yerfation.

Refolved, That an order for 20,000 dollars be drawn on the

treafurers in favour of James Meafe commiffary, for the ufe of the

Pennfylvania battalions, he to be accountable.

. Refohed, That the pay of the auditor of accounts be at the rate

of one thoufand and fixty-fix dollars, and two thirds of a dollar per

annum.

Refohed, That this Congrefs will to-morrow morning refolve

itfelf into a committee of the whole, to take into confideration the

trade of the United Colonies.

Adjourned to ten o'clock tO'morrow. . ..

Thursday,
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Thursday, April a^, 1776.

Refolved, That the treafurers be direfted to take colonel Bele-

ftre's bills drawn on fome of his friends or correfpondents in Cana-

da, and not upon general Carlton.

The committee of claims reported that there is due,

To John de Hart, for provifions furnifhed by Archibald Camp-
bell, the fum of 17.9 dollars.

Ordered, That the faid account be paid.

Refolved, That an order for 100 dollars be drawn on the treafu-

rers in favour of Monf. Le Fontaine, for his fervices in Canada.

Agreeable to the order of the day, the Congrefs refolved itfelf

into a committee of the whole, to take into confideration the trade

of the United Colonies, and after fome time fpent thereon, the

prefident refnmed the chair, and Mr. Harrifon reported that the

committee had taken into confideration the matters referred to

them, and had come to fundry refolutions, which he was ordered

to deliver in.

The refolutions agreed to by the committee of the whole Con-
grefs being read

;

Ordered to lie on the table.

The committee, to whom were referred the memorial from
James M'Knight, and the letter from Alexander M'Donald,
George Gillefpie, and J. W. Saunders, brought in their report,

which was read : Whereupon,

Refolved, That the committee of infpeftion and obfervatlon of

the county of Burlington, be requefted to make fale of the floop

Sally, whereof the fald James M'Knight was prize mafter, and
which was lately run afliore by him, within the fald county, to-

gether with her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the cargo on
board, at public auction ; and after deducting the charges of fe-

cnring and felling the fame, to pay one moiety of the furplus to

the faid James M'Knight for falvage, and retain the other moiety
thereof, for the owner or owners :

That Meflra. Alexander M'Donald, George Gillefpie, and J.
W. Saunders, who have lately come into the colony of New-
Jerfey from the Britlfh Weft India iflands, where, and in Great
Britain, they have confiderable property remaining, be excufed

from entering into the militia of the faid colony, and from figning

the aflbclation
;
provided always, that they be, in all other re-

fpeftfa, fubjeft to the like taxes and regulations with the other in-

habitants of the fald colony.

The committee appointed to confider the beft ways and means
of fupplying the army in Canada, brought in a farther report

which was read.

Ordered to lie on the table.

Refolved, That the fum of 53 dollars be advanced to Monf, St.

Aula Ire, to be deduded out of his pay.

Vol. II. Q^ Adjourned
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Adjourned to ten o'clock on Saturday.

Saturday, y^pril 6, 1776.

Refolved, That the fecret committee be direfted to fupply cap-

tain Romans with twenty-four muflcets for tbeufe of his company:

That the faid committee be directed to deliver to colonel St.

Clair fix pounds of powder and four pounds of -lead, for the ufe of

the riffle company in his battalion.

' The Congrefs refumed the confideratlon of the report from the

committee of the whole, and the fame being twice read, and de-

bated by paragraphs, was agreed to as follows :

. Refolvedi That any goods, wares, and merchandife, except

ftaves and empty cailcs, other than fhaken or knocked down cafl<s

for molaffes, may be exported from the thirteen United Colonies,

by the inhabitants thereof, and by the people of all fuch countries,

as are not fubjett to the king of Great Britain, to any parts of

the world, which are not under the dominion of the faid king;

provided that no vefTel be permitted to export any greater number

of fhaken or knocked down molaffes caflcs, than the fame vefTel is

capable of carrying, when they fliall be filled with molaffes.

Refolved, That any goods, wares, and merchandifes, except

fuch as are of the growth, production, or manufafture of, or

brought from any country under the dominion of the king of

Great Britain, and except Eaft India tea, may be imported from

any other parts of the world, to the thirteen United Colonies,

by the inhabitants thereof, and by the people of all fuch countries

as are not fubjefl to the faid king ; liable, however, to all fuch du-

ties and impofitions as now are, or may hereafter be laid by any of

the faid colonies.

Refolved, That nothing herein contained fhall be underftood to

prevent fuch future commercial regulations, as fhall be thought

jufl and necefTary by thefe United Colonies, or their refpeftive

legiflatures.

Refolved, That no Haves be imported into any of the thirteen

United Colonies.

Refolved, That it be recommended to the affemblies and con-

ventions in the feveral colonies to appoint proper officers at conve-

nient places in their refpetlive colonies, to take bonds in adequate

penalties, for obferving the regulations made by the Congrefs, or

affemblies, or conventions, concei-ning trade, and for fecuring

the obfervation of fuch parts ofthe affociation, as are not inconfif-

tent therewith ; and that the obligor fhall, within eighteen

months after the departure ofthe veflel, produce to fuch officers a

certificate under the hands and feals of three or more reputable

merchants, refiding at the port or place where the cargo fliall be

delivered, that the fame was there unladed, and take manifefts

upon oath, of the cargoes exported and imported, and keep fair

accounts
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accounts and entries thereof, give bills of health when deared,

grant regifters fnewing the property of the vefTels cleared out, and
iign certificates that the requifites for qualifying vefTels to trade,

have been complied with : And that the fees of the faid oiScers be
ftated by the refpeftive affemblies or conventions. Provided al-

ways, that no profecution upon any of the faid bonds, fhall be
commenced, but within three years after the date thereof.

Refolved, That all goods, wares, and merchandifes, except

fuch as are made prize of, v/hichfliall be imported directly or in-

directly from Great-Britain or Ireland, into any of thefe United
Colonies, contrary to the regulations eilablilhed by Congrefs,

fhall be forfeited and difpofed of, agreeable to fuch rules as fhall

be made by the feveral aflfemblies or conventions, and fhall be lia-

ble to profecution and condemnation in any court ere£ied or to be
erefted for the determination of maritim-e affairs, in the colony
where the feizure fnall be made.

Refolved, That a committee of three be appointed to bring in a

refolution fordifpofingof, and ufing the tea now in thefe colonies:

The members chofen, Mr. R. Morris, Mr. Jay, and Mr.
M'Kean.
The committee of claims reported that there is due,

To Robert Erwin, waggon-mafler for William M'Carty's and
Richard Key's teams to Virginia with powder, each thirty days
and ferriages, the fum of 250 5 dollars.

Ordered, That the fame be paid.

The committee to whom the letters from general Schuyler of

the 7th and 19th, and from W. Paulding, Efq; chairman of a

committee of the convention of N«w-York, of the 26th of March
lait, were referred, brought in their report, which being taken in-

to confideration,

Refolved, That the committee of infpedlion and obfervation of

Albany be defired to examine, flate, and fettle the accounts of

expences incurred in the taking of Ticonderoga and Crown-Point,
which fhall be laid before them by general Schuyler, and report

the fame to Congrefs.

Refolved, That the commiffioners for indian affairs in the nor-

thern department be defired to affure the Indians that Congrefs

will do every thing in their power to procure goods for them, and

Lope they fhall foon accomplifii it.

Refolved, That Robert Yates be appointed fecretary to the com-
miffioners for indian affairs in the northern department, and be al-

lowed at the rate of two hundred and fifty dollars by the year.

Refolved, That the remainder of the report be poflponed.

A letter from general Wafliington of the 27th of March. And
A letter from brigadier general Heath being received and read,

Refolved, That the letter from general Wafliington with the,

papers inclofed, be referred to a committee of the whole Congrefs.

Refolved,
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Refolved, That the fum of T0C,000 dollars be fent to New-York

for the ufe of the army there, in the fervice of the United Colo-

nies. I

The committee for prifoners brought in a report which was read:

Ordered to lie on the table.

Refolved, That the delegates of Virginia be direfted to write to

their convention or committee, or council of fafety, to colleft and

forward to the treafiirers of the United Colonies, what gold and

filver they can procure, and to draw on the prefident for the a-

mount thereof, at the rate of eight dollars for Half Joes, weigh-

ins' nine penny weight.

The committee on qualifications, having recommended Samuel

Checkley, as a proper perfon to fill a vacancy of an Enfign in the

third Pennfylvania battalion :

Ordered, That a commiffion be granted to the faid Samuel

Checkley according'ly.

Adjourned to ten o'clock on Tuefday next.

Tuesday, April i^. 1776.

Refolved, That the fum of 200,000 dollars, be fent to New-
York, for the ufe of the continental forces there.

A lift of prifoners brought from Canada by major Zedwitz, and

a letter of the 4th from John Nelfon, chairman of the committee

of Brunfwick, refpefting prifoners brought to that place ; alfo a

letter from colonel Haflet of the Delaware battalion, being laid

before Congrefs and read,

Refolved, That they be referred to the committee on prifoners.

A letter of the 5th from captain Brice, a prifoner at Brunf-

wick, was prefented to Congrefs and read ; whereupon,

Refolved, That captain Brice be permitted to come to Phila-

delphia, in order to confult a phyfician, and there wait the orders

of Congrefs.

A letter of the 6th of March from brigadier general Woofter,

and a letter of the 26th of the fame month from general Schuyler,

were laid before Congrefs and read.

The Congrefs proceeded to the eleftion of an auditor-general,

and the ballots being taken and examined,

John Gibfon, Efq. was elefted.

The Congrefs took into confideration the report of the commit-

tee on prifoners; whereupon,

Refolved,T}\?it captain Thomas Gamble be not exchanged, there

being no cartel fettled.

Refolved, That captain Duncan Campbell be permitted to re-

fide with his wife and family in the city of Burlington in New-
Jerfey.

Refolved, That the committee on prifoners be directed to write

to general Schuyler, and take his opinion whether Allan M'Don -

aid.
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ftld, and the other hoftages taken in Tryon county, may, con-

fiftent with the public fafety, be permitted to return to their re-

fpective homes on their parole.

Refolved, That a iill of the prifoners of war in each colony be

made out and tranfmitted to the houfe of affembly, convention,

council or committee of fafety of fnch colony refpeftively, and
that they be authorized and requefted to caufe a ftrict obfervancc of

the terms on which fuch prifoners have been enlarged, and alfo to

take efpecial care that none of thofe confined by order of Con-
grefs b. fuffered to elcape; and alfo that the allowance to each pri-

foner be punftually paid by the prefident of the convention, or of

the council or committee of fafety of the colony in which he refides

;

and where there are no conventions, by the fpeakers of affembly,

which faid prefidents or fpeakers are hereby authorifed, from time

to time, to draw for the fums advanced in purfuance of this refo-

lution, upon the prefident of Congrefa.

Refolved, That brigadier general Prefcot, upon fubfcribing the

parole ordered, be enlarged from his prefent confinement-

The committee of claims reported that there is due.

To Lewis Nicola, for repairs done at the old goal in this city,

fitted up for the reception of troops, the lum of 226 dollars :

To Jofeph Page, for his fervice in attending the powder wag-
gons to Virginia, the fum of 55 dollars, and that the fame ought
to be paid to Benjamin Harrifon, Efq

:

To Jacob Garrigues, for tranferibing minutes, letters, &c. for

Congrefs, the fum of 48.2 dollars:

To John Bruce, for 402 tin cartouch-boxes, the fum of 174.2
dollars:

To John Armer and Samuel Allen, for bringing baggage, &c.
belonging to Meflrs. Dulhunt and Gamilli, from New-York to

Philadelphia, the fum of 2 1 dollars, and that the fame ought to

be paid to Samuel Allen:

To fundry perfons for horfe-hire, provifions, Sec. the fum of

12.5 dollars, and that the fame ought to be paid to John Alfop,

Efq:
To Clement Biddle, for provifions, &c. for the Britifn troops

of the 7th and 26th regiments, who are prifoners, the fum of 294
dollars, and for wampum for the fouthern department, the fum of

59 dollars :

To Ludowic Kuhn, for boarding part of captain Roman's com-
pany of matrofTes, the fum of 59.8 dollars:

To William Shepherd, for two horfes fold by him to general

Lee, and for fundry articles of geers, the fum of 175.7 dollars:

To Matthias Slough, for provifions for the 7th and 26th regi-

ments of Britifh troops from the 26th February, to the 2 ift March,
the fum of 193.3 dollars.

Ordered, That the above accounts be paid.

Lord
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Lord Stirling having, agreeable to the order of Congrefs of the

19th of March laft, appointed perfons to value the boat of Michael

Kearney jun. and tranfmitted to Congrefs the valuation by them

made, amounting to 725 dollars.

Ordered, That the fame be paid to the faid Michael Kearney.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Wednesday, April 10. 1776.

Two letters of the ill from general Wafhington were laid before

Congrefs and read : Alfo a letter of the 8th from John Connolly.

Refolved, That the letters from general Wafhington be referred

to a committee of the whole Congrefs.

The committee to whom the report on Indian affairs in the mid-

dle department, and the petition of captain White Eyes were re-

ferred, brought in their report, which was taken into confidera-

tion ; whereupon,

Refolved, That the commiffioners for Indian affairs in the mid-

dle department, or any one of them, be defired to employ for rea-

fonable falaries a minifter of the gofpel to refide among the Dela-

ware Indians, and inftruft them in the Chriftian religion ; a fchool-

mafter to teach their youth reading, writing, and arithmetic; alfo

a blackfmith to do the work of the Indians in the middle depart-

ment.

Refolved, That the commiffioners for indian affairs in the mid-

dle department, be defired to provide, at the expence of the United

Colonies for the entertainment of the fachems and warriors of the

Indians, and their attendants and meffengers, with the accuftom-

ed hofpitality, when they come to Pittiburgh to treat, or give in-

telligence of public affairs, or upon a vifit.

Refolved, That the commiffioners for indian affairs be defired to

acquaint the Indians in their refpeftive departments, that Congrefs

have formed a plan for importing goods to fupply their neceffities :

That the commiffioners for indian affairs be defired to enquire

and report the caufe of the difcontent of the Indians in the middle

department, Avhat meafures may be purfued to reftore quiet and

harmony, and to ufe their utmofl endeavours in the mean time to

prevent hollilities.

Refolved, That although the profperity of Dartmouth college

in the colony of New-Hampfhire, is a defireable objeft, it is nei-

ther feafonable nor prudent to contribute towards its relief or fup-

port out of the public treafury.

Refolved, That fo foon as conveniently may be, a treaty be held

between the commiffioners for indian affairs in the middle depart-

ment, and the nations of indians to the weftward ; and that the

faid commiffioners be defired to appoint the time and place of meet-

ing for that purpofe, and give the indians information of thereof.

Refolved, That it be referred to captain George Morgan, Eneas

Mackay,
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Mackay, Efq. and captain John Neville, to adjnll and determine

all matters of difference between Coquataginta, or captain White

Eyes, and Meffrs. Bernard Gratz and Michael Gratz ; and that

the arbitrators, in cafe either of the parties, to whom it is recom-

mended to fubmit to their award, fhall refufe to abide thereby, re-

port the reafons offnch refufal, with a ftate of the cafe, and any

other matters they {hall think fit, to Congrefs.

That difputes which fhall arife between any of the white people

and the indians in their dealings, (if the latter will confent) be de-

termined by arbitrators chofen, one by each of the parties, and ano-

ther by the commiffioners for indian affairs, or when they are abfent,

by the agent in the department where the indian party refides.

The Congrefs then proceeded to the choice of an agent for in-

dian affairs in the middle department, and the ballots being taken

and examined,

George Moro-an, Efq. was elefted.

Rifolved, That the fiim of 300 dollars be prefented to captain

White Eyes,

Refolved, That George Morgan, Efq. the agent for indian af-

fairs in the middle department, be impowered to purchafe for cap-

tain White Eyes, two horfes with two faddles and briddles, and

that the treafurers be directed to pay to the faid George Morgan,

a fum not exceeding too dollars for defraying the expences thereof.

Refolved, That the following fpeech be delivered to captain

White Eyes to-morrow morning.

Brother captain IVhite Eyes,

" We have not been unmindful of our promife made to you and

your nation, the i6th of December. We now thank you for your

fpeech to us the 2d of iail month.

Brothers the Delanjoares,

At the council fire at Pittfburgh, laft fall, and fince by our

brother captain Vv/hite Eyes, who hath been all the winter with

us, you requefted our affiftance to promote peace and ufeful know-
ledge among you, particularly the knowledge of the Chriftian re-

ligion. We rejoice, brothers, to find you thus difpofed, and will,

as early as we can, provide a fuitable minifter and fchoolmafter,

and a fober man to inftruct you in agriculture. Thefe things we
agree to do, brothers, at your requeft, and to convince you that

we wifh to advance your happinefs, and that there may be a kill-

ing union between us, and that, as you exprefs it, we may become
one people. The introduftlon of ufeful arts among you will be ef-

fefted, we apprehend, by encouraging hai^dicraft men to fettle

and refide in your country. The method of doing this, mufl be

left to your own difcretion.

Brothers,

We defire you will make it known among all the indian nations

to the wellwardj that we are detertnined to cultivate peace an<l

friendfhip
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frlendfhip with them, and that we will endeavour by making the

beft regulations in our power, to prevent any of our people wrong-
ing them in any manner, or taking their lands ; and that we will

ftrive to put the trade between us on fuch a footing as v/ill fecure

the peace, and promote the intereft of all parties ; and we expe£t,

that all the wife men of every indian nation will ufe their influence

for the fame purpofe.

Brothers,

We have named George Morgan, Efq. as agent under our

commiffioners for indian affairs in the middle department, and wc
defire you will confer with him on whatever bufinefs you may have

with us. We hope you will inform him of all public matters. V/c

recommend him to your friendfhip.

Brothers,

You tell us, that your uncles, our brothers, the Wiandots

have given your nation a large tratl of country, comprehended be-

tween the river Ohio on the fouth, the weil branch of the river

Muftingham and Sandu&y on the Weft, Lake Erie on the North,

and Prefque-Ifle on the eaft.

Brothers,

Hearken to our advice. As we are informed that your uncles

our brothers the fix nations claim moft of thofe lands, we recom-

mend it to you to obtain their approbation of this grant to you

from the Wiandots in public council, and have it put on record.

Such a ftep will prevent uneafinels andjealoufy on their part, and

continue the confidence and friendfhip which fubfifts between you

and them. We wifli to promote the lafting peace and happinefs of

all our brothers the indian nations, who live with us on this great i-

fland. As far as your fettlement and fecurity may depend upon

us, you may be affured of our protedtion. We fhall take all the

care in our pov/er, that no interruption or difturbance be given you

by our people, nor fliall any of them be fuffered by force or fraud

to deprive you of any of your lands, or to fettle them Vv'ithout a

fair purchafe from you, and your free confent. If contrary to our

intention, any injury Ihould be offered to you by any of our people,

inform us of it, and we fhall be always ready to procure you fatif-

faftion and redrefs.

Brother captain White Eyes,

We defire you will inform your nation, your uncles the fix

ration's, and Wiandots, your grand children the Shawanefe, and

all the other nations, what you have feen and heardamong us, and

exhort them to keep faft hold of the covenant chain of friendfliip

which we have fo lately i-epaired and ftrengthened. As you are now
about to depart, we prefent you with fome money to buy cloaths

and neceffaries, and pay your expences, and we wlfli you a good

Journey, and bid you farewell.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to morrow.
Thursday,
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Thursday, April \i, 1776.

A letter of the 7th, from gen. Putnam at New-York, with fun-

dry papers enclofed, was prefented to Congrefs and read.

Refolvsd, That an order for io,ooo dollars be drawn on thetrea-

furers in favour of Carpenter Wharton commiffary, for the ufe of

the Pennfylvania battalions, he to be accountable.

The committee of claims reported that there is due,

To lieutenant colonel Zedwitz for expences in curing a wound
received by him in falling from the walls of Quebec, and his expen-

ces from thence to Philadelphia, the fum of 255.6 dollars

:

To John Hales, for carriage hire, &c. for the commiffioners go-

ing to Canada, the fum of 223 dollars :

To Oliver Woolcot, Efq; for his expences in attending a treaty

with the fix nations at Albany, the fum of 60 dollars:

To Dr. Jonathan Potts, for attending the prifoners at Reading,

the fum of 76.6 dollars; and for medicines, &c. provided for the

troops in the middle department, the fum of 134.6 dollars, amount-

ing together to the fum of 2 1 1.2 dollars.

To the following perfons for boarding, &c. gen. Lee's guard,

viz.

Richard Jacobs, the fum of 6.4 dollars.

William Staddleman. 7.4
William M'Dowell, 3.4
Lawrence Fegan, 8.4

Jacob Wyncoop, 13.6

Michael Gallagher, 1.8

John Kerlin, 8.6

Charles Stultz, 3.7
To captain Long, for fo much advanced by him to captain John

Nelfon, of one of the riffle companies, the fum of 10.7 dollars:

Ordered, That the faid accounts be paid.

Refohed, That the committee of claims allow for the fupport of

the hoftages fent by gen. Schuyler from Tryon county, the fum of

two dollars a week.

Refohed That two new ^embers be added to the cannon com-
mittee, in the room of two who are abfent

:

The members chofen, Mr. Clinton, and Mr, Whipple.

Refohed, That the fecret committee be direfted to fupply the

delegates of Maryland with one ton of powder for the ufe of the

inhabitants of the eaftern fhore in that colony.

Refohed, That the committee of fafety of Pennfylvania be re-

quefted to provide proper barracks or quarters for fuch of the con-

tinental troops as may be from time to time in the city of Philadel"

phia.

Refohed, That the commanding officer at New-York, be direft-

ed to difcharge the militia of New-Jerfey who are in the pay of

the continent :

Vol. IL R That
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That the commanding officer at New-York be direfted to dif-

charge the whole or fuch parts of the militia of New-York and Con-
nedlicut, now in the pay of the continent, as the public fervice

will permit.

A petition from Eliphalet Dyer and William Williams in behalf

of the colony of Connecticut, was prefented to Congrefs and read,

fetting forth that the colony has advanced large fums of money for

the continent over and above what have been paid them, that tho'

they have ufed their utmoft diligence they have not yet been able

to prepare a full ftate of their accounts to lay before Congrefs, and
as their treafury is exhaufted, and the colony and the public inter-

eft in danger of fuffering for want of fupplies, praying that the

Congrefs would advance to the colony the fum of fifty thoufand
pounds lawful money, in part of their advances.

Refohed, That the fum of i66,666| dollars be advanced to the

colony of Connecticut, on account of their advances for the fervice

of the continent, the faid colony to be accountable.

Captain White Eyes being called in, the fpeech was delivered to

him, and the money paid.

Refolved, That fifty dollars be paid to Ifaac Stille the interpre-

ter.

Refolved, That it be recommended to the conventions and com-
mittees or councils of fafety of Virginia and North-Carolina, to

provide for the maintainance and fecurity of fuch of the enemy as

are made prifoners in their colonies, agreeable to the regulations of

Congrefs for the fupport of prifoners, and that the expence thereof

be defrayed by the continent.

Refolved, That a committee of three be appointed to inquire into

the truth of the report refpefting governor Tryon's exafting an

oath from perfons going by the packet, and to afcertain the fafl

by affidavits taken before a chief juftice, or other chief magiftrate;

The members chofen, Mr, Jay, Mr. Wythe, and Mr. Wilfon.

Refolved, That the fum of thirty dollars be advanced to John
Harkefs, a wounded foldier, who was difcharged at Cambridge
without any pay.

Information being given that Mr. Hewes, a prifoner, has been

defrauded of a large quantity of goods;

Refolved, That a committee of three be appointed to enquire into

the truth of this matter, and report to Congrefs :

The members chofen, Mr. M'Kean, Mr. Huntingdon, and Mr.
Duane.
The committee, to whom the petition of John Secord was refer-

red, brought in their report, which was read.

Refolved, That it be recommended to the feveral aflemblies, con-

ventions, and committees or councils of fafety of the United Colo-
nies, to ufe their beft endeavours in communicating to foreign na-

tions the refolutions of Congrefs relative to trade.

Adjourned
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Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Friday, Jpril \z. lyjS.

A letter of the 21ft March, from W. H. Drayton, prefident of
the convention of South-Carolina, with a copy of the aft of par-

liament prohibiting ail trade and commerce with the American co-

lonies : Alfo,

A letter of the loth inftant from colonel John Haflet, inclofing

an account of the engagement between the detachment of the De-
laware battalion at Lewes, and a tender of the Roebuck ; alfo in-

forming that another company is wanted at Lewes Town, and that

he has ordered one to march thither, were laid before Congrefs and.

read.

Refolved, That the conduft of colonel Haflet in ordering another

company to Lewes Town, be approved.

The committee on qualifications having recommended James
Hunter as a fit pcrfon to fill the oldeft vacancy of fecond lieuten-

ant, and Joel Weftcoat as a fuitable perfon to fill the fecond oldeft

vacancy of fecond lieutenant in the third Pennfylvania battalion
;

Refolved, That comraiffions be granted to them accordingly.

Rejolved, That the treafurers be directed to pay Mr. Price the

fum of 16,000 dollars in fpecie, in part of the fum ordered to be
advanced to him and Mr. Haywood.
A petition from colonel James Eafton was prefented to Congrefs

and read.

Ri'folved, That it be referred to a committee of three.

The members chofen, Mr. Braxton, Mr. Duane, and Mr. A-
lexander.

Refolved, That the aflemblies, conventions, and committees or

councils of fafety of the colonies refpeftively, in which prifoners

are or (hall chufe, or be appointed to refide, be impowered to re-

move fuch prifoners from place to place within the fame colonies,

as often as to fuch aflemblies, conventions, or committees or coun-

cils of fafety refpedlively, it fhall feem proper, having regard to

the former refolutions of Congrefs concerning prifoners.

Refolved, That Mr, Alexander be appointed a member of the

marine committee, in the room of Mr. Chafe who is abfent.

. A memorial from the Scotch hoftages was prefented to Con-
grefs and read.

Refolved, That It be referred to the committee of claims.

The committee of claims reported that there is due.

To Henry Holler, for riffles and cafh furnifhed to captain Nel-

fon's company of riffle men, the fum of 364.8 dollars to be charg-

ed to faid company ; and for provifions for faid company, the

fum of 17 1.3 dollars ; and for neceflaries provided for prifoners at

Reading, 1203 dollars ; and for his pay as quarter mailer in pro-

curing provifions, 59 dollars 3 for provifions made for receiving

the
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the prlfoners from Johnftown, the fum of 240 dollars ; for expref-

fes and incidental charges, the fum of 62.9 dollars ; the whole a-

mounting to 2101 dollars.

Ordered, That the fame be paid.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to morrow.

Saturday, j4pril 13, 1776.

Rffolved, That an order for 20,000 dollars be drawn 6n the

treafurers in favour of James Meafe commilfary, for the ufe of the

Ptnniylvania battalions, he to be accountable.

Mr. Meafe having applied to Congrefs for advice how to con-

duit himfelf in paying the fixth Pennfylvania battalion
;

Refohed, That the queries propounded by Mr. Meafe be refer-

red to the committee for procuring fire arms.

The committee of claims reported that there is due.

To Robert Erwin, the ballance of his account for waggon hire,

the fum of 436 dollars.

Ordered, That the fame be paid.

A petition from the committees of the townfhips of Walpack,
Sandyftone, and Montague, in the county of Suffex in New-
Jerfey, was prefented to Congrefs and read :

Refohed, That the fame be referred to the commiflioners for

indian affairs, who are members of Congrefs.

The committee appointed to prepare a refolution for the fale

and confumption of the teas now in thefe colonies, brought in

the fame, which was read and agreed to, as follows :

Whereas by the third article of the affociation entered into by
the late Continental Congrefs at Philadelphia, on the 24th day

of Oftober, in the Year of our Lord 1774, it was agreed, that

from that day the inhabitants of the United Colonies *' would not

purchafe nor ufe any tea imported on account of the Eaft India

company, or any on which a duty had been or fliould be paid, and

from and after the firft day of March then next following, they

would not purchafe or ufe any Eaft India tea whatever :" And
whereas it has been reprefented to this Congrefs, that the time as

aforefaid limited for the confumption of the tea then on hand was

too fhort ; whereby many zealous friends to the American caufe,

who had imported large quantities of that commodity, with de-

fign not merely to advance their fortunes, but to counteract the

plan then purfued by the miniftry, and India company, to intro-

duce and fell in thefe colonies tea fubject to duty, are likely to be-

come great fufFerers ; the greater part of the eftates of many of

them being veiled in that article, and they by that means rendered

incapable not only ofpaying their debts and maintaining their fa-

milies, but alfo of vigoroufly exerting themfelves in the fervice of

their country : And whereas it was originally the defign of Con-

grefs, that all India tea, which had been imported agreeable to

the
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the tenor of the faid afiTociation, might be fold and confumcd, but

the time h'mited for that purpofe proving too fhort

;

Refotved, That 2II India tea imported as aforefaid, exprefly ex-

cepting all teas imported by or on account of the Eafl India cora-

pany, now remaining on hand in thefe colonies be fold and ufed:

And whereas from the future importation of tea being prohibi-

ted, fome tea-holders may be tempted to avail therafelves of the

fcarcity which will be occafioned by it, and exacl exorbitant

prices for an article of little real value in itfelf, and which owes
its worth to an habit in many refpefts pernicious to the inhabi-

tants of thefe colonies

;

Refolved, therq^ore. That Bohea tea ought not to be fold by
retail in the fmalleft quantities at a higher price in any colony,

than at the rate of three fourth parts of a dollar per pound ; and
other teas at fuch a price as (hall be regulated by the committees

of the town or county, where the tea is fold ; and that all perfons,

who {hall either give or take a greater price for it, ought to be
confidered as enemies to the American caufe, and treated accord-

ingly. And it is earneftly recommended to all committees of in-

fpeCtion and obfervation as well to be vigilant in carryine this re-

folve into execution, as thofe which prohibit the importation of
India tea from any part of the world, it being the defire of Con-
grefs to exclude all teas, except fuch as may make part of the car-

goes of prizes taken by fhips of war or privateers belonging to

thefe colonies.

Refohed, That the fecret comm.ittee be dircded to deliver to
lieutenant colonel Hartley one quarter caflv of powder, to repay
fo much by him borrowed for the ufe of the continent.

The committee appointed to prepare a letter to the committee
offafety of New-Jerfey, brought in a draught, which being read
was agreed to :

Ordered, Th^it the fame be tranfcribed, figned by the prefident

and tranfmitted.

The committee appointed to confider the reprefentation and
queries of James Meafe refpecling the fixth battalion of troops
commanded by colonel Irvine, brought in their report, which
t« as read: Vv''hereupon,

Refohed, That the certificates of magiftrates or other refoeiSa-

ble inhabitants of the county of Cumberland, who have infpeded
and examined the comj)anies_ of the faid battalion, fiiall in this in-

ftance jullify the pay-mafler in paying fuch companies apreeable
to the faid certificates, the mufter mailer being abfent

:

Tiiat the fupernumerary privates, that have been inUfted and
are armed and cloathed, be continued and paid :

That the officers in the faid battalion be paid for their fubfift-

ance fince the recruiting fervice has been over, at the rates ufed in

other battalions:

That
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That the claim of the enfign in captain Wilfon's company to

pay and fubfiftance, from the time of entering into adlual fervice,

be allowed.

Refohed, That the marine committee be impowered to build

two gallies, capable of carrying each two 36 or 42 poundel-s, to

oppofe the enemy's veffels in bays and harbours.

Refohed, That the committee for calling cannon be direfted to

contraA for the calling forty howitzers, with a fufficient quantity

of fhells.

The committee appointed to take into confideratlon theap pli-

cation of James Hughes, late town major of Montreal, and now
one of the prifoners of the thirteen United Colonies, brought in

their report ; wherein they reprefent,

" That it appears to them that Mrs. Hughes, the wife of the

faid James Hughes on or about the 5th of February laft, bargain-

ed with a certain Jabez Well, for divers goods and merchandize

in her poffeffion at Montreal, for which the faid Weft, as the faid

J.
Hughes alledges, agreed to pay £ 905 : 11: 9 : 1. fterling

money of Great Britain, and £ 151 : i = 9' Halifax currency,

in gold and filver to the faid Hughes, within eighteen days from

that time, upon which payment being made, the goods were to

be delivered at Albany, to the faid Weft, by a certain John Ste-

venfon of Albany ; to whom they were to be fent at the expence

of the faid Weft : That the faid Weft paid to the faid Hughes,

240 dollars in part, but it was, as the faid Hughes alledges, a-

greed that if the refidue of the money was not paid within the

time limited, then the 240 dollars were to be forfeited, and the

goods not to be delivered ; that the goods arrived at Albany, and

were in the poffeffion of Mr. Stevenfon, who, on the nth of

March laft, by fome means or other, was induced to deliver the

goods to Weft, though he paid no money ; that the faid Weft;

gave a bond to the faid Stevenfon, payable to the faid Hughes,

for / 1609 : 18:8 continental currency, on the 9th of April in-

ftant, without any authority from the faid Hughes, as he alledg-

es ; that the faid Weft proceeded with the goods, immediately on

the receipt of them, to fome of theeaftern colonies, and it is ap-

prehended to Connefticut. Upon the whole, the committee are

of opinion, that the faid Hughes may probably lofe his debt

from Weft, without the interpofition of Congrefs, or their per-

miffion to him to go in purfuit of the faid Weft." Whereupon

Refohed, That governor Trumbull of the colony of Connefti-

cut, be defired to direft the moft eff'eclual method, according to

law, to be taken for fecuring the pcrfon of Jabez Weft, or his ef-

fefts to the value of the debt due to James Hughes, if either can

be found in his government ; and to fee that juttice be done in the

premiffes.

Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday next.

Monday,
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Monday, Jpril 15, 1776.

A letter of the 4th from general Wafhington, enclofing a letter

from governor Cooke, and an account of the powder fupplied the

army at Cambridge, by the colony of Maflachufetts-Bay, from

the 10th of June lall : Alfo a letter of the 2d from general

Schuyler, with eight papers enclofed, being laid before Congrefs

and read :

Refohed, That the faid letters with the papers enclofed, be re-

ferred to Mr. Wythe, Mr. Harrifon, and Mr. S. Adams.

The committee to whom the petition from the committees of

Walpack, &c. was referred, brought in their report, which was

agreed to. Whereupon,

Refohed, That an order be drawn by the chairman of the fecret

committee upon Henry Wifner, Efq; in favour of the petitioners,

for 200 lb. of powder, they paying for the fame:

That Tooo flints be delivered to the petitioners

:

Th^t the petitioners be defired to fend Garret Broadhead, Efq;

to the neareil Indian fettlement, in order to difcover whether any

uneafinefs fiibfifts among the Indians in that part of the country

;

and if it fubfifts, from what caufe it arifes :

That a letter be written by the prefident of the Congrefs to ge-

neral Schuyler, to inform him of the apprehenfion of the inhabi-

tants on the weftern boundaries of New-Jerfey from the Indians,

to requeft him to direct proper inquiries to be made, whethet

there be any foundation for fuch apprehenfions.

The Congrefs taking into confideration the report of the com-

mittee on the petition of John Secord:

Refohed, That a certified copy of the faid petition be tranfmit-

ted to the governor of Connefiicut ; that he be requefted to caufe

inquiry to be made into the truth of the fafts therein ftated, and

If fcJund true, that it be recommended to him to caufe reftitution

to be made to the petitioner.

Refohed, That it be again recommended to the fettlers at Wy-
oming and the Sufquehannah river, as well thofe under Pennfylva-

nia as thofe under Connefticut, to cultivate harmony, to conlider

themfelves as jointly interefted in the event of the American caufe,

and not by mutual afts of violence or oppreffion, to injure that uni-

on that happily fubfifls between all the colonies, and on which their

welfare fo much depends.

Refohed, That the fecret committee be direfted to fupply the

inhabitants of Monmouth county in New-Jerfey, with 300 lb. of

powder, they paying for the fame.

Refohed, That a committee of three be appointed to bring' in a

refolution, whereby perfons refident, having property in America,
who affift any of the enemies of the United Colonics in the capture

of veffels or goods, may be made liable to make good the damages
to the fufFerers.

The
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The members ciiofen, Mr. Braxton, Mr. Jay, and Mr. Wythe.
A petition from Mofes Kirkland, a prifoner, was prefented to

Congrefs aud read.

lie/o/ved. That it be referred to the committee on prifoners.

The Congrefs refumed the confideration of the report of the i

committee on the ways and means of fupplying the troops in Cana- «

da; whereupon,

Refohed^ That Mr. R. Morris be dire£led to purchafe bills of

exchange to the amcant of three thoufand pounds fterling, and

deliver the fame to Mr. Price; and that Mr. Morris be indemnilied

for any lofs that may arife from indorfing them :

That the fum of 1353 ^3.3 dollars be advanced to Mr. Price, to be

employed by him in the fervice of the continent, in Canada, he to

be accoyntable. ,,

Refohedy That the officers of the riffle battalion, and independr

entriffie companies, be authorifed and directed to recruit the faid

battalion and companies, and inlift the men as fpeedily as poffible;

and that their re-inliflraent be for two years from the expiration of

their prelent term, liable to be difcharged fooner, if Congrefs fhali

think proper, upon receiving a month's pay advance.

A petition from Thomas Learning, jun. in behalf of the com-
mittee ofinfpection for the county of cape May, was prefented to

Congrefs and read, fetting forth the defenceleis Hate of that part

of the country, and praying for a fupply of powder and lead, and

that two companies of the continental forces may be ilationod there;

Refolved, Tliat the prayer of the petition be granted.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Tuesday, April 16, 1776.

A letter of the 9th from commodore E. Hopkins, inclofing a

lift of the cannon and ftores brought from providence ; and a let-

ter of the 14th from the committee of Baltimore, inclofing copies

of intercepted letters from the fecretary of ftate to governor Eden;

alfo a letter of the 8th from general Thomas, were laid befpre

Congrefs and read.

Ordered, That the fecretary publifh an extraft of the letter from

commodore Hopkins.

The Congrefs taking into confideration the letter from the com-

mittee of Baltimore, and the papers enclofed, came to the follow-

ing refolutions :

Whereas information has been this day laid before Congrefs.

from which there is great reafon to believe that Robert Eden, Efq.

governor of Maryland, has lately carried on a correfpondence with

the Britifh miniftry, hi8;hly dangerous to the liberties of America;

Refohedi therefore. That the council of fafety of Maryland be

earneftly
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tarneftJy reqiiefted Jttimediately tocaufe the perfon and papers of

governor Eden to be feized and fecured, and fuch of the papers as

relate to the American difpute, without delay conveyed fafely to

Congrefs ; and that copies of the intercepted letters from the fe-

cretary of ftate be inclofed to the faid council of fafety.

Refolved, That the council of fafety of Maryland be requefted

to caufe the perfon and papers of Alexander Rofs to be immedi-

ately feized and fecured, and that the papers be fent fafely to Con-
grefs.

And to prevent the faid Alexander Rofs having any opportuni-

ty to efcape

;

Refclvedi That the like requeft be made to the committees of

obfervation for Baltimore and Frederic counties in Maryland, in

one of which counties the faid Alexander Rofs probably now is.

The committee of claims reported that there is due,

To Ifaac Melchior, for exj>ences from Montreal to Philadelphia,

including a part of St. Luke La Corne's expences to Albany, the

fum of 34.7 dollars :

To Leonard Melchior, for boarding M'Dofiald tv^enty days,

the fum of t6 dollars

:

To William Chew, for riding exprefs to North-Carolina and

back, including ferriages, the fum of 90 dollars, and that the fame

ought to be paid to J. Hughes, Efq :

To Samuel Purviance, jiin. the fum of I33'3 dollars, tnone,y ad-

vanced by colonel Charles Beaty to captain James Grier, and that

the fame ought to be paid, i»nd charged to the faid James Grier :

To Anthony Tricker, for boarding Donald M'Donald and o-

thers of the Scots pri Toners taken by general Schuyler, near John-

llown, the fum of 150 dollars:

To Peletiah Webfter, for purchafing goods for the continent,

including fome incidental charges, the fum of 66.3 dollars.

Ordered, That the faid accounts be paid.

Refolved, That the fecret committee be directed to fupply the

inhabitants of Monmouth county with 500 Hints.

The Congrefs proceeded to the eleilion of a clerk or affiftant to

the auditor general

:

Mr. William Webb was elefted.

A letter of the 15th from H. Beaumont, furgeon of the 26th re-

giment, was laid before Congefs and read :

Rejolved, That it be referred to the committee on prlfoners.

Refolved, That the fum of 1000 dollars be paid to Mefirs. Price

and Haywood, in confideration of their extraordinary fervices in

Canada.

Whereas much Inconvenience may be derived to the public from

committees, others than the committee of fafety in each colony, on

the public poll roads, flopping and opening the mails, and de-

taining letters from the conftitutional poll;

Vol. ir. S Refohed,
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Refolved, That no committee, but the council or committee of
fafety in each colony, or fuch perfons as they fhallon extraordina-
ry occafions authorife, fhall ftop the conftitutional poft, open the
mail, or detain any letters therefrom.

^
Refolvedi^Thzl the prefident write to commodore Hopkins, and

direft him to fend a complete lift and ftate of the ftores taken and
brought from Providence, with the fizes of the cannon, &c. And in
.cafe he fhould have left New-London, that governor Trumbull be
defired toorderalift of the ftores left at New-London by commo-
dore Hopkins to be made out and tranfmitted to Congrefs.

Refolved, That the cannon and fuch other of the ftores as are not
neceffary for the fleet be landed and left at New-London, and that
fuch of the cannon and wheels as governor Trumbull ftiall direft,
may be employed for the defence of that harbour, during the plea-
fure of Congrefs.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Wednesday, Jpril I'j. iyj6.

The committee of claims reported that there is due.

To John Avery, jun. for riding exprefs from commodore Hop-
kins and back again, the fum of 40.7 dollars.

Ordered, That the fame be paid.

Refolved, That the marine committee be inftrufted to recommend
to Congrefs proper perfons for commifTion officers for the frigates

now building, and that the warrant officers be appointed by the

faid committee ; and that they fit faid frigates for fea with all ex-

pedition:

That the marine committee recommend to Congrefs proper per-

fons to be agents for prizes in the feveral colonies :

That a bounty of eight dollars be allowed by the public to the

owner of every American vefTel for every able feaman that he fhall

import into the United Colonies, over and above the number the

faid vefTel carried out ; and that foreigners importing able feamen

over and above the fliip's company, and difcharging them in the

American ports, ftiall be intitled to the fame bounty.

Refolved, That the nomination or appointment of captains or

commanders of continental veffels fhall not eftablifli rank, which is

to be fettled by Congrefs before commiffions are granted.

The Congrefs having proceeded to the eledlion of captains for

the two frigates building in MafTachuffett's-Bay :

William Manly, and

Ifaac Cozneau were elected.

Refolved, That the fecret committee be impowered to give or-

ders for the arming and manning abroad any of the fliips or veffels

employed in the importation of cargoes for the continental ac-

count ; the expences and charges of fuch armaments to be paid

by the faid committee; they receiving for the public fervice,

on
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on the arrival of every veflTel, all the arms, ammunition and

ftores.

Refohed, That the fecret committee be impowered to import

cargoes of fait on the continental account, in fuch fhips or velfels

as they employ to carry outward cargoes, and are obliged to in-

fure on their return.

Refohed, That the committee of fafety of Pennfylvania be re-

quelled to permit John Young, jun. and Johnfton Smith to carry

to Virginia all fuch arms as they have already purchafed, or (hall

purchafe in Pennfylvania, for the ufe of the continental army in

the faid colony of Virginia, before the lirfl; day of May next ; not

to exceed one thoufand ftand in the whole.

Refohed, That the fecret committee be directed to fupply Mr.

Thomas Leaming with 200 lb. of powder, for the militia of Cape
May, he paying for the fame.

Refohed, That the commanding officer at New-York be di-

retled to order two companies of colonel Dayton's battalion to

march to Cape May, and there to remain till farther orders.

Refohed, That the petition of Dr. Jackfon be referred to the

committee of claims.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

T.HURSDAY, April 18, 1776.

A letter of the 15th from general Wafhington. And,
A letter of the 7th of November laft, from the rev. Samuel

Langden, accompanied with a letter from general Putnam, and

colonels Glover, Bridge, Fry,, and Prefect. Alfo,

A letter from James Warren, Efq; pay-mailer general, defir-

ing leave to refign, were laid before Congrefs and read.

Refohed, That the faid letters be referred to a committee of

three.

The members chofen, Mr. Read, Mr. Clinton, ani Mr. Bras-

ton.

A letter from Elizabeth Seymour, widow of the late mailer of

the Cabbot, was laid before Congrefs and read
;

Rejohed, That it be referred to the marine committee.
" Refohed, That the committee on indian affairs be direfled^ to

prepare and report a draught of inftruftions to George Morgan,

Efq; agent under the commiflioners for indian affairs in the mid-

dle department.

A letter of the 6th from brigadier general Lewis, and a lette r

of the fame date from major general Lee, being received and read,

were referred to Mr. Read, Mr. Clinton, and Mr. Braxton.

The committee of claims reported that there is due.

To Dr. Samuel Treate, for medicine, and for attending .^the

troops at Burlington, the fum of 273.7 dollars :

' T9
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To John Bull, Efq; for expences in conducing money to the

camp at Cambridge, the fum of 155 dollars :

To Jacob Ming for waggonage, thefum of 107.5 <^ollars :

To Robert Kennedy, for neceffaries furnifhed captain Mor-
gan's company, the fum of 544 dollars, of which fum 189.2

being for ri/Bes, (hirts, &c. to be charged to the faid company :

To Thaddeus Burr, for money paid by him for horfe-hire, &c.

the fum of 37.2 dollars, which ought to be charged to Jacob
Hiltzheimer, exprefs mailer:

To fandries, on certificates produced by Thomas Johnfon, Efq;

for provifions, &c. for general Lee's guard, the fum of J0.7 dol-

lars, and for a riffle delivered to captain CrefTap's company, to be

charged to the faid company, the fum of 10.6 dollars :

To Jane Allen, for neceffaries to feveral companies of continen-

tal troops, the fum of 52.9 dollars, of which fum 40 dollars,

ought to be charged to the firft Pennfylvania battalion, and deduc-

ted from the commiffary's acco\mt :

To Dr. Hall Jackfon, for his fervices as furgeon, the fum of

130 dollars, and that the fame ought to be paid to Elbridge Ger-»

ry, Efq:

To William Smith, for medicines, inftruments, &c. for the

Delaware battalion, the fum of 257.4 dollars :

To Timothy Shallor, for expences in bringing prifoners froni

Egg-Harbour, the fum of 37.5 dollars.

Orderedi That the faid accounts be paid.

The marine committee having recommended gentlemen for cap-

tains of the Hornet and Wafp, Congrefs proceeded to an eleftion,

and the ballots being taken and examined
;

William Hallock was eledted captain of the Hornet ; and,

Alexander captain of the Wafp.
The committee appointed to confider the propriety of eftabllih-

ing a war office, brought In their report, which was read.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Friday, Jpril ig, 1776.

A letter of the 2d from governor Trumbull, with a petitlojn

from Noah Philips, being laid before Congrefs and read:

Refolvedy That they be referred to the committee on qualifica-

tions.

Refolved, That a committee of feven be appointed to examine

and afcertain the value of the feveral fpecies of gold and filver

coins, current in thefe colonies, and the proportions they ought
tobear to Spanifn milled dollars :

The members chofen, Mr. Duane, Mr. Wythe, Mr. J. A-
dams, Mr. Sherman, Mr. Hewes, Mr. Johnfon, and Mr. Whip-

\ The committee of claims reported that there is due,

To
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To Peter Brunner, for necefiaries furnifhed to captain Nelfon's

company by himfelf and Abraham Vanhorn, the fura of 25.2 dol-

lars, which ought to be cliarged to captain Ndfon :

To Mary Miller, for provilions, &c. furniihed to general Lee's

guard, the futn of 16.5 dollars :

To Jacob Frantz, for horfe-hire, and carrying brigadier

general Woedtke's baggage to New-York, the fum of 47.5 dol-

lars.

Ordered, That the faid accounts be paid.

Refohcd, That letters which are direfted to any general In the

continental fervice, commanding in a feparate department, be car-

ried free of poftage, by the conftitutional poft.

The committee appointed to prepare inftruftions to George
Moi-gan, Efq; brought in a draught which being read, was a-

greed to, as follows :

To George Morgan, Efq; Agent under the Commijjloners for In*

dian Affairs in the niiddle department.

Sir,

You are required to provide that the great belt prefented to the

Indians laft fall at Pittfburgh, be forwarded with all convenient

expedition to the fachems and warriors of the weftern nations,

and endeavour to the utmoft of your power to convince them of the

good wifhes and good intentions of Congrefs for and towards them,

and to cultivate harmony and friendfhip between them and the

white people, and to give Congrefs the raoft early intelligence of

any interruption thereof, or of any difturbance which (hall arife,

and which you cannot quiet.

Acquaint the indians that Congrefs have formed the bed plan

they could devife to import foreign goods for their ufe, and have

negleAed no probable means to procure them in time, and if they

fhould not be fupplied fo foon as they may be wanted, the misfor-

tune is to be afcribed to the common enemies of them and us, wIk)

by obflrufting our trade, as well as in numberlefs other inllances

are daily injuring and diftreffing both ; but that we have well

grounded hopes of fpeedy relief, in expeftation of which, and of

greater advantages in profpeft, the prefent inconveniencies are

born more patiently.

All differences and difputes that ftxall happen between the .jn-

dians and white people, you will have adjufted and determined in

the mode prefcribed by a refolve of Congrefs, of which you have

a copy : And you are direfted in a particular manner to prevent

as much as you are able, any impofitions upon the former bv thofe

who deal with them. Treat all thofe people, with whom you
may meet, kindly and hofpitably. Infpire them with fentiments

of jullice and humanity, and difpofe them to introduce the arts of

civil and focial life, and to encourage the refidence of hufoandmen
and handicraft men among them. Advife Conofrefs from time to

time
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time of all occurrences that may in your opinion dcferve their at-

tention.

The committee «to whom general WaflTington's letter of the

15th inftant, as well as other letters were referred, brought in

their report, which being taken into confidcration was agreed to
;

whereupon,

Refilved, That general WaOiington may order as many of the

cannon and military (lores, as are not neccffary for the continental

fleet, and which were lately brought into New London, by the

commander thereof, to any other place he may think proper
;

having regard only to the permiflion of Congrefs, relative to the

defence of the harbour of New London, a copy of which ought to

be fent to general Wafhington, and alfo a lift of the cannon and

ftores, as tranfmitted to Congrefs.

Rt'folved, That the rcfignation of James Warren, as pay-mafter

general of the army be accepted and entered accordingly, and

that he be informed there are fuperintendants of the treafury ap-

pointed, to whom he is to render his accounts and vouchers.

Refohed, That another pay mafter general be appointed and

that the general be informed thereof.

As it appears from the certificates of four colonels of regiments

at Cambridge, that the reverend Dr. Samuel Langdon, did not

only perform the duty of a chaplain to their feveral regiments, for

the fpace of fix months, for which no other chaplain had been ap-

pointed, but alfo to the army at large ; Therefore,

Refohed, That the faid Dr. Langdon, having received no com-

penfation for thofe fervices, be paid the fum of 300 dollars.

Refolved, "^rhat three tons of povvtier be immediately forwarded

to Virginia, ft)r the ufe of the army in the fouthern department.

Refolved, That general Wafhington be made acquainted with

general Lee's requell of a company of artillery, and be deiired to

furnifli him with fuch a company, if it may be done confiflent with

the general good of the fervice.

Refolved, That an immediate fupply of arms, flioes, and blan-

kets, be furnilhed for the troops in Virginia, and that proper per-

fons be appointed to procure theiji, fubjeft to the orders of Con-

grefs already entered into.

Refolved, That Mr. Ephraim Blaine be appointed to purchafe

a quantity of blankets not exceeding 5000, and alfo that he be

direfted to purchafe 5000 pair of fhocG to be fent to Virginia, to

the commanding officer at Williamfburgh.

Refolved, That Monday next be affigned for the eledlion of a

pay -mailer general.

Refolved, "That Mr. Thomas Lowry commiffary, be direfted

to purchafe and forward to general Schuyler, with all convenient

difpatch, 2000 barrels of pork for the ufe of the army in Canada,

and that he be fupplied with a fum not exceeding 20,000 dollars

fur tliat purpofe, he to be accountable. Rejolved^
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Rcfohe.'i, That the committee appointed to confer with Mr.
Price be diiedted to bring in a refolution to enable Mcffrs. Price

and Haywood, to ilraw for the ballance of the money ordered to

be paid them by the refolutions of the 3d and i6th of this month.

Rdhhcd, That Meflrs. Dn Montellon, Hervieux, La Marqnc,

Du Malfanx, Shemit, Giallon, and Gamelin, Canadian prifoners

at BriUol be permitted to come to Pliihidelphia in order to pur-

chafe cloaths, and other neceffaries, and to remain there ten days

and then retnrn to Briftol.

The committee, to whom were referred the letter from general

Wafliington of the 4th, and the letter from general Schuyler, of

the 2d of this month, brought in their report.

The committee on prifoners having coUetlAed from the journals

the feveral refolutions rtfpedling prifoners, and having made fomc

amendments therein, fubmitted tlie famu to Con^-refs.

Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday.

Monday, Jpril 22. 1776.

Sundry letters received fincc the adjournment, were laid before

Congrels and read, vj/.

One from the committee of fafety of Maryland, dated the iSth.

One from Dr. 13oyd of the 19th.

One from the committee of infpe<EHon of I^ancafter of the 1 ith.

One from the Canada commlllioners, dated Saratoga, the 13th.

One from general Warlliington of the 19th.

One from general Schuyler of the 12th, enclofing fundry let-

ters and papers from Canada. And,
One from the committee of infpedlon of Wcfl: Augufla, with

fundry papers encloCed.

Rc^jolu^-J, That the four lall with the papers enclofed, be refer-

red to Mr. R. H. Lee, Mr. J. Adams, Mr. Jay, Mr. Braxton,

and Mr. Johnfon.

Rc'folvi'J, That tlie confideratlon of the letter from the commit-
tee ot fafety of Maryland, be pollponed till to-morrow.

The committee appointed to prepare arefolve refpefting MefTrs.

Price and Haywood, brought in the fame ; whereupon,

Refolvcd, That Mcffrs. Price and Playwood be impowcred to

draw bills of exchange on the prclident of Congrefs fur the fum of

48,358.6 dollars, payable the 5th of July next, in fpecie ; it

being the ballance of a fum fpeclfied in a refolve of the 3d of April

inilant, after deducing i6,ooo dollars, for which they received

an order on the treafurers the 12th. And they are farther im-

p,owered to draw bills as aforefaid, for 1000 dollars, ordered to be

paid them by a refolve of the 6th inilant.

RcfolviJ, That tlie commirTujners gone to Canada be dcfired and
impowcred to fettle the accounts of Meifrs. Price and Haywood to

the jtli of February laft, or to employ proper perfons to cxamiuii

tli«
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the fame and compare the vouchers with the feveral articles of faid

accounts, and return a certificate to Congrefs of the ballance juftly

due to Meflrs. Price and^Haywood from the United Colonies to

that date, with the vouchers for expenditures and fupplies by or-

ders of general Montgomery and general Woofter.

Refohedy That the faid commifiioners be requefted to return to

Congrefs a lift of fuch perfons as are accountable to the United
Colonies for any part of the articles or expenditures comprifed in

Meffrs. Price and Haywood's accounts, with the refpedlive fum
fuch perfon is chargeable with, and deliver copies thereof to the

commanding officers, that the proper deduflions may be made
from the pay of the officers and men.

Refo'ved, That an order for looo dollars be drawn on the trea-

furers in favour of Mr. Samuel Fairlamb, for the ufe of colonel

Wayne's battalion, he to be accountable.

The committee on qualifications having recommended Mr. Jacob
Weaver, to an enfigncy which is vacant in the third Pennfylvania

battalion :

Refolved, That he be appointed, and that a commiffion be ac-

cordingly granted to him.

The feveral matters referred to this day being poftponed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Tuesday, Jpril 2^, 1776.

A letter of the 12th from major general Ward being received

and read, repeating his dcfire for leave to refign :

Rcfohed, That the refignation of major general Ward, and of

brigadier general Fry be accepted, and that the prefident inform

them thereof by letter.

The committee of claims reported that there is due.

To Robert Erwin, for waggonage, the fum of 873.8 dollars :

To John Dunn, the ballance in full due to colonel Heard's bat-

talion, for their pay, fubfiftance, &c, on the expedition to Long
Ifland, the fum of 2453,7 dollars.

Ordered, That the fame be paid.

The marine committee havine ao-reeable to the orders of Con-

grefs recommended gentlemen to be agents for prizes in the feve-

ral colonies.

Refolved, That captain John Bradford be appointed for the co-

lony of MaCachufett's Bay, Daniel Tillinghaft for Rhode Ifland,

Nathaniel Sha •-', jun. for Connefticut, Jacobus Vanzantz for

New York, John Nixon, and John Maxwell Nefbit for Pennfylva-

nia, William Lux for Maryland, John Tazewell for Virginia,

Cornelius Harnet for V/ilmington, Richard Ellis for Newbern,

and Robert Smith for Edentown in North-Carolina, with power

to each to appoint one or more deputies, if neceffary.

The
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The committee to whom the letters from gen. Wafliirigton, gen.

Schuyler, and the letters from Canada and Pittfburgh were referr-

ed, brought in their report, which was takea into confideration

whereupon,

Refolved, That the prefident fignify to colonel Hazen the appro-
bation of Congrefs for his letter, and attention to the public good.

Refolvedy That 300,000 dollars be immediately fent to gen.

Schuyler, for fupplying and paying the army in Canada.

Refolved, That the commiffionersof ^ongrefs in Canada, be dc-

fired to publifh an addrefs to the people of Canada, lignifying, that

Congrefs has been informed of injuries offered by our people to

fomeofthem: exprefling our refentment at fiich mifcondudl, a-

ffuring^ them of our attachment to their fecurity; inviting them to

Hate their grievances to our commiflioners, and promiffing ample
redrefs to them, and examplary punifhment to the offenders.

Refolvedy That inftrudiions be fent to the commifiioners to caufe

juftice to be done to the Canadians, agreeable to the tenor of the

above refolve.

Refolved, That the commanding officer in Canada, be directed

to be very attentive to military difcipline, and inf!i£l examplary

punifhment on all thofe who violate the military regulations eftablifh-

ed by Congrefs.

Refolved, That gen. Wafhington, be directed to fend fix bat-

talions into Canada from the army at New-York.

Refolved, That a letter be written by the prefident to gen. Wafh-
ington, requefling his opinion whether any farther additional

troops are neceffary to be fent for the reduftion of Quebec, and for

the fecurity of Canada, and if he fhall think more troops neceffary,

whether they can with fafety be fpared from the army now in New
York.

Refolved, That if any of the troops from Yew-Jerfey or Penfifyl-

Tania, which were raifed at five dollars a month, be fent to Cana-

da, they fhall be allowed at the rate of fix dollars and two thirds

of a dollar a month, from the time they begin their march.

Refolved, That the farther confideration of the report be pofl-

poned till to-morrow.

The feveral matters to this day referred being poflponed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to morrow.

Wednesday, Jpril 24.. 1776. ^

A memorial from the committee of infpeftion and obfervation of

the city and liberties of Philadelphia was prefented to Congrefs

and read.

Refolved, That it be referred to a committee of three.

The members chofen, Mr. Hewes, Mr. Duane, and Mr.Alex-
ander.

Mr. R. Morris reported that In purfuance of the order of Con-
VoL. II. T grefa.
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grefs, he has purchafed and delivered to Mr. James Price bills of

exchange to the amount of three thoufand pounds fterling, for

•which he produced Mr. Price's receipt.

Refolved, That an order for 14,800 dollars be drawn on the trea-

furers in favour of Mr. R. Morris in full for the above bills of ex-

change.

Refolved, That the committees appointed to confer with Mr.

Price, be direfted to draw up inftruftions to him, for his govern-

•ment in difpofmg and laying out the mony put into his hands.

Refohed, That Mr.Trumbull the commiffary general be direft-

ed to provide and forward to gen. Schuyler, two thoufand barrels

of pork, with all poffible difpatch, for the ufe of the continental

army in Canada, and that the faid commiffary be fupplied with a

fum not exceeding 20,000 dollars for that purpofe, he to be ac-

countable for the fame.

R-folved, That Mr. Alfop, Mr. Sherman, and Mr. Lewis be

requefted to purchafe and forward with all convenient difpatch, to

gen. Schuyler for the ufe of the continental army in Canada,

10.000 pair of fhoes, 10,000 pair of ftockings ; and that 15,000

dollars be advanced to them for thofe purpofes, they to be ac-

countable.

Refolved, That a letter be written to gen. Schuyler to inform him

of the ten additional battalions lately ordered for Canada, and of

the 4000 barrels ofpork, and the 10,000 pair of fhoes, and io,C0O

pair of ilockings, ordered by Congrefs to be fent to him; and to

defire him to purfue the bell means for furnifhing fuch other nece-

ffary articles of cloathing and food as may be wanting for the con-

tinental army in Canada, having regard to fuch of thefe as Mr.

Price the commiffary in that province can fupply there : Alfo that

general Schuyler be defired to inform the prefident what quantity

of gun powder he has received for Canada fince the firft of January

laft, and that he continue, as hitherto, to give the earlieft notice

to Congrefs of the occafion for further fupplies of this and other

necciTaries that may be wanting, and not in his power to procure.

Refolved, That the fecret committee be direfted to forward from

Mr. Wifner'sand Mr. Livingfton's powder mills, five tons ofpow-

der to gen. Schuyler, to be by him forwarded to Canada.

The committee of claims reported that there is due.

To John Gibfon, agent appointed by the commiffioners for In-

dian affairs, for fundry fervices in the middle department by order

of the commiffioners, the fum of 377.9 dollars :

To John Davis, for waggonage for the 6th Pennfylvania batta-

•

lien, the fum of 60 dollars:

To Furman and Hunt, for provifions, &c. for the prifoners at

Trenton, the fum of 183.8 dollars -^

To Duncan M'Donald, the fum of 15.8 dollars, of which fum

13.6 dollars ought to be charged to captain Hendrick's company,
and
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and 2.2 dollars to captain Cluggage's company, for goods furnifh-

ed to the laid companies; and that the fame ought to be paid to E-
phraim Elaine, Efq :

To Margaret Smith, for nurfing two men in the fmall pox, be-

lonsjlng to captain Benezet's company, the fum of 24 dollars.

Ordered, That the faid accounts be paid.

The convention of South-Carolina having appointed delegates

to reprefent that colony in Congrefs, the credential:) of their apr

pointmeiit were prefented to Congrefs and read, as follows:

" In Congrefs, Ckarlejionjjn, South-Carolina, Feb. 16. 1776.

Rejhlvid, That Thomas Lynch, John Rutledge, Edward Rut-

led pre, Arthur Middleton, and Thomas Hey ward, jun. Efqrs. be,

an' they are hereby appointed and fully authorifed to reprefent this

colony in the continental Congrefs, for one year next enfuing.

March 23. 1776.

Hefohed, That the delegates of this colony in continental Con-

Sjref's, or a majority of fiich of them as (hall at any time be prefent

in the faid Co^igrefs, or any one of the faid delegates, if no more

than one fhalj be prefent, be, and they and he are, and is hereby

authorifed and empowered, for and in behalf of this colony, to con-

cert, agree to, and execute every meafure, which they or he, to-

gether with a majority of the continental Congrefs, fhall judge ne-

ceffary for the defence, fecurity, intereft, and welfare of this colo-

ny in particular, and of America in general.

Refolved, That another delegate be forthwith chofen by ballot

by this Congrefs, to reprefent this colony in the continental Con-

grefs, in addition to, and with as full powers in all refpefhs as the

delegates already chofen have, and are invelied with. The Con-

grefs then proceeded to ballot for faid delegate, and Thomas
Lynch, jun Efq. appearing to be, and being declared duly chofen,

Refolved, That Thomas Lynch, jun. Efq. be, and he is hereby

appointed a fixth delegate from this colony, to reprefent the fame

in the continental Congrefs.

A true copy,'

Peter Timothy, Sec."

The Congrefs refolved itfelf into a committee of the whole to

take into confideration general Wathington's letter of the 27th of

March, and after fome time fpent thereon, the prefjdent refumed

the chair, and Mr. Harrifon reported, that the committee have had

under confideration the letter referred to them, but not having come

to any determination thereon, defired him to move for leave to fit

again.

Refolved, That Congrefs will to-morrow refolve itfelf into a com-

mittee of the whole, to take into their farther confideration the let-

ter from general Wafhington of the 27th of March, and the peti-

tion inclofed therein.

The other matters to this day referred, being poflponed.

Adjourned
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Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Thursday, Jprll 2^. 1776.

Two letters from general Wafhington of the 226. and 23d were

laid before Congrefs and read
;

Refohed, That they be referred to a committee of three.

The members chofen, Mr. R. H. Lee, Mr. J. Adams, and Mr.

Hewes.

Refohed, That an order for 2000 dollars be drawn onthetrea-

furers in favour of Ephraim Blaine, Efq. for the purpofe of pur-

chaiing fhoes and blankets for the continental troops in Virginia

;

he to be accountable.

The committee on qualifications having recommended Thomas
Holland to be a fecond lieutenant in the Delaware battalion, in

the room of James M-Donnough, deceafe<i, and John Corfe, En-

fjgn, in the room of Thomas Holland:

Refohed, That commiffions be granted to them accordingly.

The committee to whom the petition of Noah Phelps was refer-

red, brought in their report, which was agreed to ; whereupon,

Refohed, That the committee of infpeftion of the city of Al-

bany be requefted to adjuft Mr. Noah Phelps's account of fervices

performed at Ticonderoga ; and that Mr. Noah Phelps be allowed

and paid for his further fervices, including thofe of contraftor

from the time of his joining general Montgomery, at the rate of

one dollar for each day, until he quitted the fervice, and an equi-

valent to a captain's rations during the faid time, provided he has

not already had them ; the latter account to be fettled by general

Schuyler, who is requefted to pay to the faid Noah Phelps, what

may appear to be due to him fo-r the whole of his fervices aforefaid.

The committee to whom the letter from lord Stirling of the

loth of March laft, with the papers therein inclofed, was referred,

brought in their report, which was read :

Ordered to lie on the table.

On application from the committee of lower Pennfneck in the

county of Salem in New-Jerfey,

Refohed, That the fecret committee be direfted to fell to the

faid committee, 75 lb. of gun-powder.

Refohed, That a copy of the intercepted letter from John But-

ler at Niagara, dated the 29th of February, be fent to general

Schuyler.

Refohed, That a copy of the report of the committee appointed

to inquire into the truth and foundation of the ftory, " That the

jndians have been invited by governor Penn to come to Philadel-

phia," be fent to general Schuyler; and that general Schuyler b^

direftcd to caufe the perfon to be arretted, who pretended to have

carried fuch invitation to the Indians.

The committee of claims reported that there is due,

For
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For the expences of general Lee's guard, the fum of 10.8 dol-

lars, and that the fame ought to be paid to Timothy Matlock.

On a draught drawn by Ephraim Blaine, "Efq. on the commif-

iioners for indian affairs in the middle department, in favour of Sa-

muel Semple, the fum of 77 dollars, for expences of the faid com-
miffioners, and that the faid fum ought to be paid to Robert Mil-

ler, Efq- of the county of Cumberland.

For the fubfiftance of A. Hill Brice, captain of the 7th regiment

of foot, of royal fufileers, the fum of 39.5 dollars, and that the

fame ought to be paid to Thomas M'Kean, Efq. and charged to

the faid captain-

Ordered, That the faid accounts be paid.

Agreeable to the order of the day, Congrefs refolved itfelf into

a committee of the whole, to take into their farther confideratlon

the letter from general Wafhington of the 27th March laft, and
the papers therein inclofed, and after fome time the prefident re-

fumed the chair, and Mr. Harrifnn reported that the committee had
come to a refolution, on the matters referred t6 them, which he

read and delivered in.

The report being again read,

Refolved, That the confideration thereof be poftponed.

Information being given to Congrefs that Allan Cameron, who
is confined in goal, is in fuch a flate of health as to require the at-

tendaaceof a phyfician, and that he is defirous of the afllftance of

Dr. Cadwallader.

Refolved, That Dr. Cadwallader have leave to attend him.

The feverai matters to this day referred, being poftponed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Friday, Jpril 26. 1776.

Refolved, That the fecret committee be direfted to fettle and p«y
to the colony of Conne&icut the powder lent by the faid colony to
general Wafhington, for the ufe of the continent, and to act as they
ihall judge bell for the public fervice, and the benefit of Connefti-
cut, in exchanging the powder which the faid colony has in Phila-

delphia, for powder in the eallern ports belonging to the continent.

Refolved, That 50,000 dollars be fent to the committee of fafety

of Virginia, and that the prefident write to the faid committee, and
requeft them to ufe their utmofl endeavours to have it exchano-ed

for fpecie, and remit the fame to the continental treafurers ; and
in cafe they can procure more fpecie, that they fend it, and draw
for the amount on the pay-mafter in Virginia, who is ordered to
pay fuch draughts.

Refolved, That the fum of 250,000 dollars be fent to the pay-
mafter in Virginia, for the ufe of the continental troops, he to be
accountable.

.

' A letter from Dr. Cadv/allader was laid before Congrefs and

read^
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read, giving an account of A. Cameron's ftate of health; where-
upon,

Refolved, That the faid A. Cameron be allowed the benefit of

air in his room, and of walking an hour every morning in the yard,

in company or prefence of the jailor, and that his uncle Dr.
M'Clean from New-York, who is now in town, be allowed to con-

verfe with him in prefence of the jailor.

Edmund Randolph, who was appointed deputy mufter-mafter

genera] of the fouthern department, having been chofen by the ci-

tizens of Williamfburgh to reprefent them in convention, and an

ordinance having been pafTed, excluding all perfons holding any

military pofl; of profit from a feat therein, begged leave to refign his

office.

Refolved, That the refignation of Mr. Randolph be accepted.

Refolved, That a committee of five be appointed to take into con-

fideration the ftate of the eaftern department, and report thereon.

The members chofen, Mr, Rutledge, Mr. Johnfon, Mr. Wythe,
Mr. Harrifon, and Mr. Duane.

The committee of claims reported that there Is due.

To Dr. Robert Johnfon, for attendance on the 6th battalion,

and for medicines, the fum of 53.1 dollars.

Ordered, That the faid account be paid.

The committee to whom the letters from general Wafhington
of the 22 and 23d inftant were referred, brought i» their report,

v/hich was taken into confideration, whereupon,

Refolved, That the pay of the aids de camp of the commander
in chief be raifed to forty dollars a month.

Refolved, That none of the troops already raifed, be, for the

prefent, diitanded for want of arms ; and that the general apply to

the convention and committee of fafety of New-York for fuch

arms, as - may have been collefted under the refolve of Congrefs

for difarming non-affociators and difafFefted perfons, or any other

arms they can fupply, and that they be delivered to the New-
York troops.

Refolved, That Mr. Baldwin the affiftant engineer ordered to

Canada, be allowed. In confideration of his merit, the pay and

rank of lieutenant colonel on the continental eftablifhment.

Refolved, That the refpe6live governments, from whence militia

have come for the defence of the city of New-York, be defired

fpeedily to tranfmitto Congrefs authenticated mufter-rolls andac-

counts of monies due to fuch refpeilive militias, in order to their

being immediately fettled and difcharged.

Refolved, That Congrefs approve the affiftance given by the ge-

neral to commodore Hopkins.

Refolved, That the farther confideration of the report be poft-

ponedtill to-morrow.
Congrefs
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Congrefs then took into confideration the report of the com

mlttee, on the petition of colonel James Eafton ; whereupon,

Refolved, That the claims of the perfons concerned in the fur-

prize and reduftioH of the fortrefs of Ticonderoga, having already

been fubmitted by Congrefs to the committee of Albany, the pe-

titioner be referred to the faid committee of Albany for a fettle-

ment of his demand on that account.

As from the teftimonials produced by the petitioner it appears

i—that he and his battalion behaved with great diligence, aftivity

,

and fpirit in the fuccefsful enterprize againft general Prefect, and

the veflels and troops under his command, in the river Sorell, in

which important fervice they were joined by colonel Bedel and a

part of his regiment—that to encourage the party employed in

that important fervice, the late general Montgom.ery promifed

them all the public ftores which {hould be taken in the vefTels un-

der general Prefcot's command, exceptingammunition and provi-

lions ; and as the petitioner alledges that no part of thofe Itores

•\vas delivered, nor any compofition made to the troops concerned in

the acquifition ; therefore,

Refolved, That it be recommended to the general commanding

in Canada, to appoint commiffioners to eitimate all the public

ftores taken with general Prefect, (excepting ammunition and pro-

vlfions) and pay the value thereof among the officers and men em-

ployed in that fervice, in fuch proportions as the commiffioners

ffiall determine.

As the petitioner's account of monies received, and difbui'fe-

ments made by him for the ufe of his regiment, on which he claims

a ballance, can, for want of proper vouchers and information here,

only be adjufted in Canada, where the bufmefs v/as tranfafted
;

Refolved, That the fame be referred for fettlement in fuch mod*
as the commiffioners from Congrefs in that province fhaii diredl.

But as the petitioner is in want of money,

Refolved, That 200 dollars be advanced to him in part of his

demand againfl the United Colonies.

With regard to the petitioners requeft that a court of inquiry

may be called refpefting the charge againft him and major Brown
for plundering the efFefts of the prifoners. As brigadier general

Arnold in his letter of the ift of February laft alledges, that the

petitioner and major Brown had been publicly acculed of plun-

dering the officers baggage taken at Sorrell, contrary to t'iie

articles of capitulation, and to the great fcandal of the Ame-
rican arms ; for which reafon he declared it to be his opinion,

that it would give great difgufl; to the army in general, if either

of them Ihould be promoted until thefe matters were cleared

up; and as the petitioner aiferts his innocence, declaring that he

neither plundered, nor directed nor was privy to the plunderiEg

of any prifoner or other perfon whatever. Confidering, therefor'-,

on
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on one hand, the aggravated nature ofthis charge, which is an im=
pediment to the petitioner's promotion, and on the other, the great

confidence repofed in him by general Montgomery, and the effen-

tial fervice which the petitioner has rendered to his country;

Refohed, That the commiffioners from Congrefs in Canada be
inftrufted to caufe inquiry to be made by a court-martial, or other-

wife, into the charge againft the petitioner, giving him an oppor-

tunity of making his defence; and that the proceedings thereon be
tranfmittcd to Congrefs, in order that juftice may be done to the

petitioner, if he has been accufed without fuflScient reafon.

The feveral matters to this day referred, being poftponed»

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Saturday, April 2'], 1776. ,

Refolved, That an order for 350 dollars be drawn on the frca-

furers in favour of Mr. Edy ; of which 250 for himfelf, and loO
for Ifalah Beaudreau, for fervices done.

Sundry letters and papers from North-Carolina were laid before

Congrefs and read, viz.

An affidavit refpefting the capture of W. Ginn's brig.

A letter from Samuel Johnfon, prefident of the convention, dat-

ed the lothinftarit, inclofing fundry refolves of the faid conventi-

on, and an extract of a letter from brigadier general Moore.

Refohed, That the aiUdavit be delivered to the fecret committee.

That the other papers be referred to a committee of three.

The members chofen, Mr. Duane, Mr. Sherman, and Mr. Alex-
ander.

Congrefs proceeded to the eleftion of a pay-mafter general, in

the room of Mr. Warren, whofe refignation was accepted, and the

ballots bein^ taken and examined^

William Palfrey, Efq. was elefted.

Congrefs alfo proceeded to the eleftion of a deputy commifiary

general, for fupplying the troops in Virginia with rations, and the

ballots being taken and examined,

William Aylet, Efq. was eledted.

Refohed, That Mr. Rodney and Mr. Read be added to the com-
mittee appointed to fupply the troops in Philadelphia, and the bat-

talion in the Lower Counties on Delaware.

A memorial from the committee of fafety of Pennfylvania was

prefented to Congrefr and read.

The feveral matters to this day referred being poftponed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday.

Monday, April 2^, 1776.

Sundry letters and papers being received, were laid before Con-

grefs and read, viz.

A letter
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A letter of the 25th from general Wafhington inclofing a return

of the army at New York.

A letter from major Wrixon, declining to accept of the com-
miilion of chief engineer.

Aletter from thecouncil of fafety of Maryland, with the examina-
tion of Alexander Rofs, and fundry papers found in his pofTefiion.

Refol'ded, That the letter from general Wafliington, and the let-

"ter from the council of fafety of Maryland^ with Mr. Rofs's papers,

be referred to a committee of five:

The members chofen, Mr. Harrifon, Mr. Rutledge, Mr. Gold-
borough, Mr. Paine, and Mr. Rodney.

Alfo, a letter of the 19th from general Lee, and one from Tho-
mas Bullet; and a petition from Dr. J. Potts were read, and refer-

red to the faid committee.

Refolved, That letters be written by the prefident to general

Schuyler and the committee of fafety of New-York, defiriny; them
to inform this Congrefs whether the continental commifficns fent

to them for the officers of the troops raifedby Connecticut the lafl:

campaign, were delivered, or offered to them, or to any, and which
of them, and whether any, and which of them refufed, or accept-

ed the fame ; and particularly whether commiflions were offered

to colonel Y/aterbury and colonel Eafton, and whether they re-

fufed accepting them.

Refolved, That captain Peter Adams from Maryland, under

whofe cuftody Alexander Rofs was brought to Philadelphia be dif-

mifled, and that the faid Alexander Rofs be committed to the care

of the officer commanding the continental troops in Pennfylvania.

Refohed, That a {landing committee be appointed for indian

aff"airs ; that it confifh of five : that the eleftion of the members
be poftponed till to-morrow.

Rcfolved, That the Congrefs relying on the integrity and honour

of captain A. M'Gee, order that he be permitted to go at large

on giving his parole to the committee of Wefl-Augufta, not to en-

s-age or be concerned in any meafure injurious to thefe colonies, by
ftimulatijig the indian nations to make war againft them, or other-

wife.

I The committee of claims reported that there is due.

To Benjamin Marfhall, for tin cartouch boxes, the fum of 465
dollars:

To Ephraim Blaine, Efq. for fubfiflance, waggonage, and fer-

riages of the 6th Pennfylvania battalion, the fum of 2736 dollars.

Ordered, That the faid accounts be paid.

Congrefs refumed the confideration of the report of the commit-
tee on general Wafhington's letter of the 19th, &c. ; whereupon,

Refohed, That the papers from fort Pitt be referred to the com-
mittee appointed to coniider the flate of indian affairs in the middle

department.

Vol. II. U • Refolved,
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Refolved, That no traders ought to go into theindian country
without Jicence from the agent in the department: and that care
be taken by him to prevent exorbitant prices for goods being eX"
afted from the indians.

Rejolved, That a ton of powder be fent to Mn G- Morgan, to
be diftributed to fuch indians as he fhall be convinced are in our in-

" terell.

Refolved, That meafures be immediately taken to procure goods
to fupply the indians at the treaties ordered to be held with them.

Refolved, That the councils of MaffachufTets Bay and New-
Hampfliire, and the governors of Connefticut and Rhode-Ifland,
be earneftJy requelled to take the moft fpeedy and effeftual mea-
fures to collect as much hard money in their refpeftive colonies as

poffible, and to fend the fame as colledled to gen. Schuyler, and
draw upon the prefident of Congrefs for the amount.

Refolved, That the further confideration of the report, and the
feveral matters to this day referred, be poftponed till to-morrow,
to which time Congrefs adjourned.

Tuesday, April 'i^o, 1776.

Agreeable to order, Congrefs proceeded to theeledionofa fland*

ing committee for indian affairs, when

Mr. Wythe, Mr. Wilfon, Mr. Woolcot, Mr. L. Morris, and

Mr. Rutledge were ele6led.

The committee of claims i-eported, that there is due

To Matthew Swan for carrying two brafs field pieces from Phi-

ladelphia to Williamfourgjthefum of 93.6 dollars, over and befide

the fum of So dollars, paid him by Robert Erwin, and 13.3 dol-

'lars, paid by the committee of Williamfburg;

For houfe rent, carriage, and other contingent expences of the

fourth Pennfylvania battalion, the fum of 358.6 dollars, and that

the fame ought to be paid to John Harper, quarter mailer of the

faid battalion:

For provifions for captain Rofs's company fuppliedby Charles

Jackfon, the fum of 9.1 dollars, and that the fame ought to be paid

to Timothy Matlack.

Ordered, That the faid accounts be paid.

The committee to whom was referred the memorial from the

committee of infpection and obfervation of the city and liberties of

Philadelphia, praying the advice of Congrefs, whether they ought

'to continue the exercife of the power ot regulating the price of

goods in other in{l,ances than that of green tea, brought in their

report, which being taken into confideration, was agreed to; where-

upon,

Refolved, That the ninth article of the affociation, which enjoin-

ed the inhabitants of the United Colonies to fell goods and mer-

chandize at the rates they had refpedlively been accuHomed to do
for
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for twelve months then lafl; pafl, was in its nature a temporary re-

gulation refpefting the goods then on hand; but as thofe goods

are nearly confumed, and a farther fupply muft be obtained at au

extraordinary rifque and expence, and it is reafonable that adven-

turers ftiould be encouraged by a profpeft of gain adequate. to the

danger, which may be incurred in the importation, and a free trade

being now opened from the United Colonies to all parts of the

world, except the dominions belonging to the king of Great Britain.

Refolved, That the power of comntittees of infpeftion and obfer-

vation to regulate the prices of goods, in other inflances than the

article of green tea, oucrht to ceafe.

Congrefs took into conlideration the report of the committee ci;

gen. Wafhington's letter of the 24th of March; whereupon,

Refolved, That the vefTcls which were left in the docks and har-

bour at Bofton, by the enemy, and which different perfons claim

as their property, ought to be relloved to their former ow^ners,

being inhabitants of thefe colonies, on their making proof of their

title, unlefs the faid oarties fo claiming, fhall have been voluntari-

ly adlive againfl the rights of the United Colonies, by affording

aid and affiftance to the Britifli fleet and army ; and that it be re-

commended to the government of Maffachufetts-Bay to appoint

commiflioneis to hear fuch claims, and determine on the fufficiency

pf the proof thereof:

Provided, That any perfon apprehending himfelf or herfelfto

be aggrieved by the adjudication of the commifFtoners may appeal

from their fentence to Congrefs, fuch appeal being demanded and
lodged with the fecretary of Congrefs, w^ithin the times limited,

and the appellant giving fecurity, in the manner prefcribed in the

cafe of an appeal from the fentence of acourt appointed for hearing

maritime caufes.

Refolved, That the farther confideration of the report be pofti-

poned.

Refolved, That an order for 2000 dollars be drawn on the trea-

furei's in favour of George Evans who has contraftedto fupply the

Delaware battalions with rations, he to be accountable.

The delegates for New-Jerfey having laid before Congrefs a num?
ber of bills counterfeited to imitate the continental bills of credit;

Refolved, That a committee of fix be appointed to confider of

this matter, and report thereon to Congrefs.

The members chofen, Mr. W. Livingfton, Mr. M'Kean, Mr.
Sherman, Mr. J. Adams, Mr. Braxton, and Mr. Duane.
Adjourned to ten o'clock on Thurfday,

Thursday, May 2, 1776.

Sundry letters being received were laid before Congrefs and
read, viz. One of the 2 2d of April from the committee of fe-

crefy.
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crefy, war, and intelligence of North-Carolina, with a lift of pri-

foners fent to Philadelphia.

One of the 30th of April from general Wafhington, inclofing

a memorial from governor Cooke. And
One of the 29th of the fame month from the committee of fafe-

ty of New-York.
Ordered^ That the letter from general Wafiiington with the

memorial incjof^cd, be referred to the commitee appointed to take

into confideratiDH the ftate of the eaftern colonies.

Rejolved, That a letter be written to general Schuyler, defir-

ing him, in cafe major Douglafs declines to take the command of

the vefTels on the lakes, to appoint captain Wyncoop to that com.-

mand, and inform Coiigrefs thereof by the firft opportanity.

Ref-.'lved, Tliat an order for 20,000 dollars be dra>vn on the

treafurers m favour of James Meafe commiflary, for the ufe of the

Pennfylvania battai'ons, he to be accountable.

A letter of the ill: from Henry Filher of Lewis-town, directed

to the committee of lafety of Pennfylvania, was laid before Con-

grefs and read, whereupon

Refohed, That thr commanding officer of the Delaware batta-

lion, be direfted to ftation thirty-live men with an officer at the

falfe cape till faither orders.

Refohed, That the fecret committee be direfted to fend 200 lb.

of powder, and 200 lb. of lead to Lewis-town for the ufe of the

companies ftationed there.

The committee of claims reported that there is due.

To Dr. William Curry for account of medicine and attendance

for the fourth Pennfylvania battalion, the fum of 58.3 dollars.

Ordered, that the faid account be paid.

The committee, to whom were referred the papers laid before

Congrefs by the delegate from North-Carolina, brought in their

report, which was read.

Ordered to lie on the table.

Congrefs refumed the confideration of the report of the commit-

tee on general Wafliington's letter of the 24th of March laft, and

after debate,

Rejolved, That it be recommitted ; and as the members of the

former committee aie abfent, that a new committee be appointed.

The members chofen Mr. Dickinfon, Mr. W. Livingfton, and

Mr : W. Rutledge.

R.efolved, That it be recommended to that branch of the coun-

cil of fafety of Delaware government refiding in Kent county to

furnifli the commanding officer of the Delaware battalion, with as

many of the public arms of that county as may be fufficient for

arming the companies of the faid battalion ftationed at Lewis-

tou'n to be ufed by them, till othervvife ordered by the faid branch

of the council of fafety.
-

The
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The feveral matters to this day refen-ed being poilponed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Friday, May 3, 1776.

The committee of claims reported that there is due.

To Da via Williams for waggon hire the fum of 112 dollars.

Ordered, That the faid account be paid.

Rffohed, That the fecret committee be direfted to fend twcj

hund'-ed pounds of Peruvian bark to the commanding officer in

Virginia for the ule of the continental forces in the fouthern de-

partment.

A petition from Peter Simon was prefented to Congrefs and
read.

• Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three.

The members chofen Mr. M'Kean, Mr. Wythe, and Mr. J.

Adams.
Refohed, That the fecret committee be directed to fell to Hen-

drick Vanbrune and Thomas Littel 30c lb. of powder for the ufe

©f the inhabitants of the townfiiip of Shrewfbury to enable them to

defend their fea coaft.

Congrefs took into confideration the report of the committee

on the letter froni brigadier lord Stirling dated the i8th of March
laft, which was agreed to, whereupon,

Refohed, That the appointment of lieutenant-colonel Ogden of

the firfl: battalion of New-Jerfey was made upon good grounds,

the Congrefs having referved and frequently exercifed the right of

promoting men of diftinguiihed merit:

That the commiffary Mr. Lowry be direfted to fupply fuch of

the foldiers of the faid battalion, as defire it, with uniforms, the

coft to be dedufted from their pay :

That as the army is now removed from Cambridge to New-
York, the confideration of railing a regiment of artillery for the

fervlce in that city, as applied for in the faid letter, be poftponed

till further adviee may be received from general Walhington, or

the commanding officer there.

A petition from captain Ofwald Eve was prefented to Congrefs

and read.

Refolved, That it be referred to a committee of three.

The members chofen Mr. Sherman, Mr. Floyd, and Mr. Ser-

geant.

Refohed, That an order for 20,000 dollars be drawn on the

treafurers in favour of colonel John Haflet for the ufe of the Dela-
',vare battalion under his command, he to be accountable.

Refohed, That the fecret committee be direfted to fend 300 lb.

of powder and a proportionable quantity of lead to Lewis-town,
for the ufe of the trooos ftationed there.

The
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The committee, to whom the report on general Wafhington's

letter of the 24th of March laft was recommitted, brought in their

report, which was read.

Ordered to lie on the table.

The fevera! matters to this day referred being poftponed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Saturday, May 4, 1776.

The committee of claims reported, that there is due,

To Dr. David Cowell the fumof 97.4 dollars.

Ordered, That the faid account be paid.

A letter of the 3d from colonel Hand of the riffle battalion

was read ; whereupon,

Refolved, That an order for 4000 dollars be drawn on the trea-

furers in favour of colonel Hand for the ufe of his battahon, he

to be accountable.

That the letter from colonel Hand be referred to a committee of

three.

The members chofen Mr. Read, Mr. Sergeant, and Mr. Hun-
tington.

The Congrefs taking into confid^ration the letter of the 29th

of April, from the committee of fafety of New-York, there-

upon,

Refolved, That a major be appointed for the firft New>York
battalion in the room of major Benedift, who has refjgned:

The ballots being taken and examined,

Barnabas Tuthill, Efq; was elefted.

Sundry letters juft received were laid before Congrefs and read,

viz. One of the loth of April from brigadier general Woofter, at

Holland-Houfe before Quebec.

One of the 28th of faid month from general Schuyler, dated fort

George, inclofingthe examination of Michael Ryan.

One of the 27th of the fame month from governor Trumbull,

a inclofing a letter from N. Shaw, jun. with a lift of the cannon left

at New London.

Ordered, That the marine committee lay on the table on Mon-

day next the inftruftions given by the naval comrn.ittee to commo-

doi-e Hopkins upon his leaving this port.

• Cono-refs refumed the confideration of the report on general

Waflilngtcn's letter of the 24th of March, whereupon

Refolved, That all the cannon and other flores in Bofton, which

were originally purchafed and provided by and at the expence of

the colonies of MafTachufetts Bay and New Hampfhire be confi-

dered as belonging to the colony, that fo purchafed and provided

thern ; and that all the other cannon left in the colony of Mafla'-

chufetts Bay by the Britifn forces be prefented to the faid colony.

The
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The farther confideration of the report, at the requeft of a

colony was poftponed till Monday next.

Congrefs then took into confideration the report of the commit-
tee on general Wafliington's letter of 4th of April, whereupon

Refolved, That the pay of the officers and foldiers of the militia

lately called to Cambridge commence on the day of their march,
and ceafe on that of their return.

Refolved, That the farther confideration of the report be poft-'

poned.

Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday.

Monday, May 6, 1776.

Advice being received that captain Young, who was fitted out

at the expence of the continent by Mr. Lewis and Mr. Alfop,

was arrived
;

Refolved, That the fecret committee be direfted to give proper

orders for landing, fecuring and bring to Philadelphia the cargo

imported, by captain Young.
A memorial of captain Herman Allen was prefented to Con-

grefs and read,

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee of claims.

Congrefs refumed the confideration of the report on general

Wafhington's letter of the 24th of March, and thereupon came

to the following refolution.

:

Whereas general Wafhington has requefted directions concern-

ing the conduft that fiiould be obferved towards commiffioners,

faid to be cominp- from Great Britain to America,

Refolved, That General Wafiiington be informed that Congrefs

fuppofe, if commifiioners are intended to be fent from Great

Britain to treat of peace, that the practice ufual in fuch cafes will

be obferved by making previous application for the neceffary pafs-

ports or fare conduft, and on fuch application being made, Con-
grefs will then direct the proper meafures for the reception of fuch

comrnilfioners.

The committee appointed to bring in a refolution, v^hereby

perfons refident or having property in America, who affift any of

the enemies of thefe United Colonies in the captures of veflels or

goods, may be made liable to make good the damage to the fuf-

ferers, brought in a report, which was read.

Ordered to lie on the table.

A letter of the 24th of April from general Lee was read.

Congrefs then refolved itfelf into a committee of the whole, to

take into their confideration the ftate of the United Colonies, and
after fome time fpent thereon, the prefident refumed the chair,

and Mr. Harrifon reported that the committee had taken into con-

fideration the matter to them referred, and had thereupon come to

fundry
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ny, Congreii> proceeded to a choice, and the foUovfimg; geatletiftem

were elected

:

Francis Nafh. Eiq; coWe!. "^

Thomas Clarke, Efq; ^•eutei3;rj: ccloncl.^ .-:':'; ::t bvittalioo.

Wiliis.m Davis, Efq; major, j
Alexarder Martin, Efq; colonel, ^
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John White, Efq; major j
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Samuel Lockart. Efq; i«a}or j
Thomas Folk. Efq; colonel "^

James ThiickAon, Efq; lieutenant coloitel C of the 4th botttalloia.

WilUam Davidfon, Efq; major

Edward Bancombe, Efq; coiotie! "^

Henry (rwin, Efq; liciitenaat cokwicl V ofthe 5th battilion.

Levi Dawfon, Efq; major j
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Alexander Lillin^ton, Efq; colonel ")

William Taylor; Efq; lieutenant colonel v of the 6th battalion,

Gideon Lamb, Efq; major 3
Ordered, That the letter received yefterday from general Lee,

be referred to the committee, to whom were referred tlie letters re-

ceived this morning.

Refolved, That the committee appointed to purchafe ftockings

for the troops In Canada, be direiled to apply to the general af-

femblies of Maffachufetts Bay and Connefticut, and rcquell them

to afliil in procuring the faid {lockings.

~ Congrefs took into confideration the memorial from the com-
mittee of fafety of Pennfyivania, whereupon

Refolved, That twenty of the heavieft cannon taken by commo-
dore Hopkins at New Providence, and brought from thence to

New London, and fmce carried to Newport, be brought to the ci-

ty of Philadelphia, and delivered to the committee of fafety of

Pennfyivania for the defence and prote6lion of the faid city, to re-

main there during the pleafure of Congrefs.

William Peachy, Efq; colonel of the iifth Virginia battalion

having refigned, Congrefs proceeded to eledl a gentleman to fup-

ply his place ; and the ballots being taken,

Charles Scott, Efq; was eleiled : and

Alexander Spotfwood was elected lieutenant colonel of the fe=

coed battalion in the room of colonel Scott.

Refolved, That fuch of the Iron cannon, as were brought from

Ticonderoga to Bofton, and have not been yemoved by general

Waflilngton, be lent for the defence of the town and harbour of

Boflon, to remain there during the pleafure of Congrefs.

The feveral matters to this day referred being poftponed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow,

Wednesday, May 8, J776.

The committee of claims reported that there is due,

To William Brady for thirty days waggonage in conveying

captain Stevenfons baggage from Virginia to Roxbury, the fum
of 60 dollars ; and that the fame ought to be paid to Daniel

M'Pherfon :

To James M'Donnel for waggonage in conveying baggage be-

longing to captain Talbot's company of the fixth Pennfyivania

battalion to NewrYork, the fum of 1 17.9 dollars :

Ordered, That the faid accounts be paid.

A letter of the 5th from general Wafhington, one of the 4th

from William Palfrey pay mailer general, and one of the 2d from

captain Dclaplace, a prifoner, were laid before Congrefs and read.

Ordered, That they be referred to a committee of five.

The men bers chofen Mr. S. Adams, Mr. Wythe, Mr. Rodney,

Mr. R. H. Lee, and Mr. Whipple.

A petition



A petition from captain Gideon Warren, and a letter from Jo-

feph Woodward, chairman of the committee of New Hampfhire
grants, were prefented to Congrefs and read.

Ordered, That they be referred to a committee of five, who are

direfted to hear the perfons mentioned in the faid letter, and report

thsreon to Congrefs

:

The members chofen Mr. Rodney, Mr. Harrifon, Mr. Hewes,.

Mr. Lynch, and Mr. Alexander.

The inftrii6tions given by the naval committee to commodore
Hopkins being laid before Congrefs and read

;

Ordered, That they be referred to a committee of feven, and

that it be an inftruttion to the faid committee to inquire how far

commodore Hopkins has complied with the faid inllru&ions, and

if upon inquiry they fhall find that he has departed therefrom, to

examine into the occafion thereof; alfo to inquire into the fituatioa

of the governor and lieutenant governor of Providence and the o-

ther officer brought from thence, and report what in their opinion

is proper to be done with them :

That the faid committee have power to fend for witnefTes and
papers

:

The members chofen Mr. Harrifon, Mr. J. Adams, Mr
M'Kean, Mr, Duane, Mr. Lynch, Mr. Sherman, and Mr. W.
Livingfton.

Information being given to Congrefs that Kirkland a prifonec

has broken goal and made his efcape

:

Rsfolved, That a committee of three be appointed to devife ways
and means to have him retaken ;

The members chofen Mr. M'Kean, Mr. Lynch, and Mr. Ger-

Refolved, That whenever it fhall appear to this Congrefs that a-

ny officer or officers bearing continental commiffions (liall have

departed from orders, an enquiry fhall be made.

Refolved, That the fecret committee be direfted to fell to Aaron
Biddle and John Helm, 75 lb of powder for the ufe of the inha-

bitants of Upper Pennfneck in New-Jerfey.

Agreeable to the order of the day Congrefs refolved itfelf into a

committee of the whole, to take into confideration the Aate of the

colonies; and after fome time fpent thereon, the prefident refumed

the chair, and Mr. Harrifon reported, that the committee have had
under confideration the matter to them referred, but not having

come to any refoiutions thereon, defired him to move for leave to

fit again.

Refolved, That Congrefs will to-morrow refolve itfelf into a com-
ijaittee of the whole, to take into confideration the ftate of thefe

colonies.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow. ^

Thursday
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Thursday, May 9, 1776.

A letter from Ab. Livingfton, offering to refign the contra<9:

made with the convention of New-York, for fupplying the troops

in that colony with provifions; alfo a letter of the 8th from colonel

James Eafton were laid before Congrefs and read :

Ordered^ 1'hat they be referred to a committee of three :

The members chofen Mr. M'Kean, Mr. S. Adams, and Mr.

Wythe.
Application being made for a fafe conduct for Mrs. Bellew,

wife of captain Belkw of the Liverpool, to pafs through the coun-

try to her relations in Marblehead

;

Ordered, That it be referred for confideration to Mr. R. H.
Lee, and Mr. R. Morris.

The committee of claims report that there is due,.

To William Bedford, for cartouch ilraps, the fum of 1 93-3 dol-

lars :

To colonel Jof. Reed, for camp equ'page &c. procured for ge-

neral Wafhington, the fum of 434.2 dollars:

Ordered, That the faid accounts be paid.

The laid committee having reported on the petition and accounts

pf captain Herm.an Allen, which were referred to them
;

Refolved, That the faid petition and accounts be referred to the

committee on the treafury.

The committee on prifoners to whom the letter from Henry
Beaumont of the 26th regiment of the king of Great Britain was
reftrred, brought in a report, which was taken into confideration,

whereupon

Refolved, That the faid Henry Beaumont be permitted to refide

with his wife and family at Elizabeth-town, in the colony of New-
Jerfey, he giving to the committee of infp;6lion and obfervation of

the faid burrough his parole in the form prefci'ibed by Congrefs.

The committee appointed to devife ways and means for raifing

ten millions of dollars for the fervice of the current year, brought in

their report, which was read and confidered, whereupon

Refolved, That five millions of dollars be emitted in bills of cre-

dit in part of the ten millions voted for the fervice of the current

year :

That the thirteen United Colonies be pledged for the redemption

of the faid five millions of dollars, at fuch periods and in fuch man-
ner and proportions as Congrefs fhall hereafter direft and appoint.

Refolved, That it be referred to the fuperintendants of the trea-

fury, to confider of and report a plan for carrying into effeft the

before mentioned refolution, for emitting five millions of dollars in

bills of credit towards the fervice of the current year.

The committee having informed Congrefs that they have not had
time to compleat their report:

Refolved, That they have leave to fit again.

Captain
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Captain Budden having been taken by the Liverpool man of war

?nd permitted on his parole to come to Philadelphia, in oi"der to

procure a prifoner to be given in exchange for him;

Refolvsd, That a committee of three be appointed to conCder

the propriety of exchanging feamen :

The members chofen Mr. R. Morris, Mr. Hewes, and Mr.
Huntingdon.

Agreeable to the order of the day, Congrefs refolved itfelf into

a committee of the whole, to take into confideration the ftate of the

United Colonies ; and after fome time fpent thereon, the prefident

refumed the chair, and Mr. Harrifon reported, that the committee
have had under conlideration the matter referred to them, and
have come to a refolution thereon, which he read and delivered in.

The refolution of the committee of the whole was again read,

and the determination thereof, at the requeft of a colony, was
pollponed till to-morrow.

The committee, to whom the application in favour of Mrs. Bel-

lew was referred, brought in a report which was taken into confi-

deration, whereupon

Refolved, That a paffport be granted to Mrs. Bellew to come to

the city of Philadelphia, under efcort of a continental officer, and
that fhe may refide fafely and unmolefted in the faid city, until her

friends in New-England corne to efcort her to Marblehead, when
a fafe conduct (hall alfo be granted to her for that journey, and
for her refidence there during her pleafure.

The feveral matters to this day referred being poftponed
;

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Friday, May 10, 1776.

A letter of the 7th from general Wafhington, and one of the

od from Thomas Cufhing, were laid before Congrefs and read :

Ordered, That they be referred to the committee on the ftate of

the eaftern colonies.

A letter from Monf. Docaifor was read :

Ordered, That it be referred to the fecret committee.

The committee to whom was referred the confideration of gene-

ral Wafhington's letter of the 5th and the papers inclofed, brought

in a report, which was taken into confideration, whereupon

Refolved, That a copy of the refolutions paffed the firll day of

April laft, eftablifhing the mode of fettling the public accounts be

tranfmitted to the general :

That the refolution of Congrefs pafied the 17th of January lall:,

allowing one dollar and one third of a dollar to the officers, in lieu

of expences for inliiling each foldier, being a general regulation,

extends to the troops railed in the eaftern department; and that the

general be directed to make that allowance for all the troops inlift-

ed fince the time of'pafling the faid refolution :

That,
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That, as the road recommended by general Wafhington to be
opened between the town of Newbury on Connefticut rivt;r and
the province of Canada, will facilitate the march and return of the

troops employed in that quarter, and promote the public fervice,

the general be directed to profecute the plan he has formed, re-

fpe£ting the faid road :

That ten tons of gun powder be fent to New-York :

That 400,000 dollars be fent to the paymaller general for the ufe

of the army in New-York and the Maffachuietts Bay :

That the commanding officers in the different departments and
pofts, fliall make monthly returns to the commander in chief o'^ the

continental army, of the number and ilate of the troops, and the

military {lores in their refpedlive departments :

That this Congrefs has hitherto exercifed, and ought to retain

the power of promoting the officers in the continental fervice ac-.

cording to their merit ; and that no promotion or fucceffion fliall

take place upon any vacancy, without the authority of a continen-

tal commiffion.

Congrefs refumed the confideration of the refolution reported

from the committee of the whole, and the fame was agreed to, as

follows :

Refolved, That it be recommended to the refpeftive affemblies

and conventions of the United Colonies, where no government
fufficient to the exigencies of their affairs hath been hitherto eftab-

liflied, to adopt fuch government as Ihall in the opinion of the re-

prefentatives of the people bell conduce to the happinefs and fafety

of their conilituents in particular, and America in general.

Refolved, That a committee of three be appointed to prepare a

preamble to the foregoing refolution.

The members chofen Mr. J. Adams, Mr. Rutledge, and Mr.

R. H. Lee.

Refolved, That the fecret committee be direfted to fell to colonel

David Potter, and captain Daniel Maflcell, 200 lb. of powder,

and 1000 lb. of lead, for the ufe of the inhabitants of Bridgetown,

Cumberland county in New-Jerfey.

The committee to whom were referred the letter from general

Wafhington of the 25th and 26th of April, the cafe of Alexander

Rofs, and the letter from genera!l Lee, brought in a report which

•was read.

The committee appointed to take into confideration the flate of

the eaflern colonies, brought in a report which was read.

Con8,"refs refolved itfelf into a committee of the whole, to take

into confideration the ilate of the United Colonies ; and after fome

time fpent thereon, the prefident refumed the chair, and Mr. Har-
rifon reported that the committee have had under confideration the

matter referred to them, but not having had time to finifh their in-

quiries, defired him to move fcr leave to lit again.

Rtfolved,
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Hefoked, That Congrefs will on Monday next refolve itfelf into

a committee of the whole, to take into confideration the ftate of

the United Colonies.

Refolved, That the committee of fecret correfpondence be direc-

ted to lay their proceedings before Congrefs on Monday next,

withholding the names of the perfons they have employed, or with

whom they have correfponded.

The committee appointed to confider the propriety of exchang-

ing feamen, brought in a report, which was taken into coniidera-

.tiou, whereupon

Refolved, That lieutenant Ball of the Roebuck, and the three

feamen that were taken with him, and are now prifoners in the

lower counties on Delaware, be exchanged for captain Budden and

his fon, Seth Davis, and Samuel Conyers :

That fix of the feamen now prifoners in Philadelphia to be nam*
ed by the committee of fafety of Pennfylvania, may be given in

exchange for the following perfons, viz. Mr. Lightbody, James
Hage, Fortefcue, a pilot boy ; William Martin, Jacob
Wiifon, and John Durry:

That the faid exchange of prifoners be conduced by fuch pro-

per perfons as the committee of fafety of Pennfylvania may appoint

for that purpofe.

The committee to whom was referred the letter from Ab. Lj-

vingfton, offering to cancel the contraft he had made with a com-
mittee of the convention of New-York, for fupplying the forces in

that colony with provilions, brought in their report, which was
taken into confideration ; whereupon

Refolved, That Mr. Ab. Livingfton in voluntarily refigning a

contratl which might have been fo profitable to him, has exhibit-

ed an example of public fpirit, and Congrefs accept the refignation

of his contract.

Refolved, That the committee appointed to devife ways and
means for retaking Mofes Kirkland, be impowered to fend an €x-

prefs to the fouthward, and defire the committees or councils of

fafety of the fouthern colonies, to ufe their utmoft endeavours to

have him apprehended, and that they offer a reward of one hun-

dred dollars in addition to the hundred already offered for appre-

hending and fecuring the faid Mofes Kirkland.

Refolved, That it be recommended to the council oi" fafety of

Pennfylvania, to examine into the condufh of the goaler, who had
the charge and cuflody of Moles Kirkland, and if they find him
culpable, that they have him removed.

Refolved, That George Morgan, Efq; agent under the commif-
fioners for indian affairs in the middle department, be diretled to

purchafe the indian goods faid to be at Pittfburg for the ufe of the

United Colonies. -

Congrefs took into confideration the report of the committee on
the cafe of Alexander Rofs, whereupoit Refolvedj
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Refoived, That the faid Alexander Rofs be difchafged from con-

finement. -

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow,

Saturday, May i r, 1776.

A petition from John Jacobs in behalf of himfelf and others,-

was prefented to Gongrefs and read :

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three :

The members chofen Mr. J. Adams, Mr. Lee, and Mr. Rut-
ledge.

Congrefs took into confideration the report of the committee on

the ftate of the eaftern colonies, whereupon

Refoived, That the two battalions, direfted by the affembly of

Rhode Ifland to be raifed, be taken into continental pay ; the

battalion ordered lo be raifed in November laft, from the time they

were armed, cloathed and fit for duty, and the one fince ordered

to be raifed from the prefent time, provided they be armed,

cloathed and fit for fervice, and that if they be not fo armed and

appointed, they be tak^n into continental pay as fodn as they Ihall

be armed and muftered :

Refohed, That the remainder of the report be referred to a com-
ftiittee of the whole Congrefs.

Rejohed, That the ftanding committee for indian affairs be di-

recied to take meafures for carrying into execution the refolution

of the 6th, for holding a treaty with the Indians in the different

departments as foon as prafticable.

That the 20th of July be fixed on for holding a treaty at Pittf-

burg with the indians in the middle department ; and that the

ftanding committee be directed to inform the agent, and defire him

to notify the indians, and invite them to attend at the tim.e and

place mentioned : and alfo that the faid committee inform the com-
miffioners and defire them to attend.

Refohed, That John Harvey be appointed a commifTioner for

indian affairs in the middle department.

Certain refolutions of the board of officers in Philadelphia, and

a petition from the committee of privates of the military affociation

of the city and liberties of Philadelphia, were prefented to Con-

grels and read.

Ordered, That they be referred to a committee of the whole

Congrefs.

A memorial from Caunier de la Eerthaudure was prefented to

Congrefs and read :

Ordered to lie on the table.

Refoived, That two fetts of trepanning inftruments be fent to

Virginia for the ufe of the furgeons of the continental troops there
;

and that two fetts of trepanning inftruments, and 100 lb. of Peru-

vian bark be fent to North-Carolina, for the ufe of the continental

troops in that colony.

Congrefs
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Congrefs refolved itfelf into a committee of the whole, to take

into confideration the report of the committee on the ftate of the

colonies in the eallern department, and the refolvcs of the officers,

and petition of the committee of privates of the military aflbciation

of the city and liberties of Philadelphia, and after fome time fpent

thereon, the prefident refumed the chair, and Mr. Harrifon report-

ed, that the committee had taken into confideration the matters to

them referred^ and had come to a refolution thereupon, but not

having time to finifli, defired him to move for leave to fit again.

The refolution reported from the committee of the whole Con-
grefs being read :

Refolved, That the farther confideration thereof be poftponed to

Monday next.

Rejolved, That Congrefs will on Monday next refolve itfelf into a

committee of the whole, to take into confideration the report

of the committee on the ftate of the colonies in the eaftern depart-

ment, and the refolves of the officers, and petition of the privates

of the military aflbciation of the city and liberties of Philadelphia.

Refolved, That the fecret committee be direfted to fend 500 lb.

of powder to the committee of fafety of Delaware government, for

the ufe of their militia.

The committee of claims reported that there is due.

On account gendered by the committee for the upper diflrlft of

Frederick county in Virginia, of the expences incurred by captain

John Nelfon's company of riiHe men, the fum of 1415.4 dollars,

aiid that the fame ought to be paid to Michael Fackler, and that

the faid company ought to be charged with the fum of 1016 dol-

lars, the amount of rifles and goods, &c. furnifhed for their ufe,

the remainder being for provifions and waggonage to be charged to

the continent

:

To Andi-ew M'Nair for attendance and for candles, &c. the

fum of 181.9 dollars in full of his account to the 30th of April lail:

To Robert Erwin, waggon mafter for five teams that went to

Canada, a ballance of 699.6 dollars:

To Walter Drummond, for nurfing feveral perfons belonging to

captain Benezets company, the fum of 27 dollars:

To George London, for 34 days waggonage for the 6th batta- •

lion, the fum of 1 17'5 dollars :

Ordered, That the faid accounts be paid.

.Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday.

Monday, May 13, 1776.

A letter of the 9th from general Wafliington was laid before

Congrefs and read :

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee on qualifications.

Sundry petitions were prefented to Congrefs and read, viz. One
from Dr. Benjamin Church, and one from Benjamin, Samuel, and

Vol. II. Y Edward
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Edward Church, with a certificate from three phyficians refpc(!^ing

the health of Dr. B. Church; alfo one from John Connoliy and

John Smith, accompanied with a letter from Dr. Cadwallader

:

Ordered^ That they be referred to the committee on prifoners.

A letter of the 3d from George Morgan at Pittfturg was read:

Ordered, That it be referred to the Handing committee on In-

dian affairs.

Refohedy That Mrs. Connolly have leave to vifit her hufband in

goal.

Agreeable to order, the committee of fecret correfpondence laid

before Congrefs a copy of their proceedings.

The committee appointed to prepare a preamble to the refolu-

tion of Congrefs paiTed the loth, brought in a draught which was
read :

Ordered, That the conflderation thereof be poftponed till to-

morrow.

A letter of the 4th from Edmund Pendleton', prefident of the

committee of fafety of Virginia, was laid before Congrefs and
read.

The committee of claims reported that there is due.

To A. C. Hanfon, for the expences of two gentlemen, a private

foldier, and a fervant, on an expedition to New York, the fum of

^6.4 dollars :

To Rachel Stille, for boarding prifoners now in Trenton, and
including captain Chafe's bill of 8.5 dollars, and a bill of waggon-
age, the fura of 290.9 dollars :

To Robert Erwin, waggon mafter, for waggonage of powder
from Egg harbour to Philadelphia, the fum of 247 dollars :

To Frederick Bicking, for paper for the continental bills of

credit, the fum of 1 109.3 <^ollars:

To Gunning- Bedford, deputy mufter mafter general, for his

pay and expences to the 17th April lait, the fum of 455.6 dollars:

Ordered, That the faid accounts be paid.

Congrefs refumed the confideration of the refolution reported

from the committee oftbe whole, and after debate, the determina-

tion thereof, at the requeft of a colony, was poftponed till to-

rnorrovi'.

The feveral matters to this day referred being poftponed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Tuesday, May 14, 1776.

A letter of the l ith from general Wafhington inclofing fundry

papers ; a letter of the 3d from general Schuyler; and a letter of'

the 9th from Daniel Robertfon, were laid before Congrefs and
read :

Refolved, That they be referred to a committee of three.

The members chofen Mr. W. Livingfton, Mr. Jefferfon, and

Mr. J. Adams. . The
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The committee to whom the petition of Dr. Benjamin Church,
now confined in gos?] in Norwich, in the colony of Ccnneflicut,

and a petition from Benjamin, Samuel, and Edward Church, to-

gether with a certificate from phyficians refpefting the dangerous
ftate of the aforefaid Dr, Church, were referred, brought in their

j'eport which was read and agreed to : whereupon,

Refolved, That Dr. Benjamin Cliurch be lent to the colony of
MaflTachufetts Bay, and that the council of the faid colony be re-

qiiefted to take a recognifance from him with two good fureties in

fuch penalty as they fhall think fufficient, not being lefs than one
thoufand pounds lawful money, for his appearance before fuch

court as {hall be erefted for his trial, and at fuch time and place as

fuch court fhall direft, and to abide the judgment of the fame;
and that they be farther requefted to take his parole not to hold any
correfpondence with the enemies of the United Colonies, or at

any time to depart out of the faid colony without their licenfe

;

and that upon the performance thereof, the faid Dr. Benjamin
Church be fet at liberty.

Theaffernbly of Rhode Ifland having appointed two delegates fo

reprefent that colony in Congrefs, the credentials of their appoint-

ment were laid before Congrefs and read, as follows :

(Seai) " The governor and company of the Englifh colony of
^* Rliode llland and Providence plantations in general affem-

bly convened, To Stephen Hopkins and William Ellery, Efqrs;

greeting: Whereas this aflembly repofing fpeclal truft and confi-

dence in your abilities and integrity, have appointed you the faid

Stephen Hopkins and William Ellery, delegates; to reprefent this

colony in General Congrefs, you are therefore hereby impowered

to join with the delegates of the other United Colonies in Congrefs

at Philadelphia, as foon as conveniently may be, or at fuch time

and place as fhall be agreed upon by the aiajor part of the dele-

gates from the faid colonies. You are alfo authorifed and impow-

ered to confult and adviie with the delegates of the faid colonies in

Congrefs, upon the moft proper meafures for promoting and con-

firming the firifteft union and confederation between the faid United

Colonies, for exerting their whole flrength and force to annoy the

common enemy, and to fccure the faid colonies, their rights and

liberties both civil and religious, whether by entering into treaties

with any prince, ftate, or potentate, or by fuch other prudent and

effedtual ways and means as fhall be devifed and agreed on ; and in

conjun£lion with the delegates from the faid United Colonies, or

the major part of them, to enter into and adopt all fuch meafures,

taking the greateft care to fecure to this colony in the ftrongeft

and mofl perfeft manner its prefent eflablifhed form, and all the

powers of government fo far as relates to its internal police and

condudl of our own affairs civil and religious. You are ajfo in-

ftrudled
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flrufted and direfted to exert your utmofl abilities in carrying on

tins juft and neceflary war, in which we are engaged againft cruel

and unnatural enemies, in the mod vigorous manner, until peace

fhall be reflored to the faid colonies, and their rights and liberties

fecured upon a folid and permanent bafis. You are alfo impower-

ccl to join with the major part of the delegates of the faid United

Colonies, in adjourning from time to time, and to fuch place or

places as fliall be thought proper for and during one year. And as

it may happen that from ficknefs or other neceflary caufes one of

you inr.y be abfent from Congrefs, in all fuch cafes, the other is

hereby as fully impowered to reprefent the colony, as though both.

were prefent and agreed in fentiment. May 4, 1776.

In behalf of the general affembly I have hereunto fet my hand,

and caufed the feal of the colony to be affixed, the fixth day of May,
in the year of our Lord, one thoufand feven hundred and fev».=nty-

fix. NICHOLAS COOKE, Governor."
By his honours command,
Henry Ward, Secretary.

The committee to whom the letter from general Wafhington of

the 5th, and the letter from captain DeJaplace of the 2d, &c.

were referred, brought in their report, which was taken into con-

fideration : whereupon,

Rjihived, That as a number of arms fit for ufe may be bought of
the owners, who may incline to fell them, general Wafliington be

defi: ed to employ fuch an agent as he hath propofed to go into any
of the colonies for that purpofe:

That a copy of the letter from captain Delaplace be fent to major

general Schuyler, and that he be defired to inquire how the things,

therein mentioned to have been left by captain Delaplace, were

difpofed of, and what was the value thereof, and report the matter

as it fhall appear to him, to Congrefs :

That the cafe of captain Delaplace is not diftinguifliable from

that of other prifoners of war, who are obliged to refund the ex-

pences of their maintenance.

Refohed, That the fecret committee be direfted to deliver to co-

lonel Jacob Ford, jun. three tons of falt-petre, to be by him ma-
nufaftured into gunpowder for the ufe of the United Colonies, on

the fame terms as others have agreed to manufafture it

:

That the faid committee be directed to fell to Jofeph Ellis, 400
Jb. of powder, and a quantity of iron ball, fufficient for 900 lb. of

powder, for the defence of the colony of New-Jerfey :

That the faid committee be diredled to deliver to colonel Bird,

200 lb. of powder, to prove the cannon he is making for the

United Colonies.

Refohed, That the committee appointed to contraft for the

making of cannon, be dire£led to employ proper perfons to attend

arid fee the cannon proved :

That
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That an order for 2000 dollars be drawn on the treafurera In fa-

vour of the cannon committee ; they to be accountable.

Congre<"3 then refumed the confideration of the report from the

committee of the whole: whereupon,

RefoiveJ, That the five battalions now in Maflachufetts Bay be

recruited to their full compliments, and that three additional batta-

lions be raifcd in tiie eaftern department for the fervice of the conti-

nent, the recruits to be taken into continental pay, fo foon as they

fhali be armed and multered.

A letter of the 7th from general Lee, with fundry papers in-

clofed, was laid before Congrefs and read :

Rdfolved., That it be referred to the committee appointed to

take into confideration a former letter of general Lee.

Martin Strobach, lieutenant of marines, on board the Hornet,

floop, finding the lervice by fea to difagree with him, and apprcr

bending he can be of more ufe in the land fervice, begs permiffion

to be difch:irged from the prefent fervice he Is engaged In, that he

may apply for a lieutenancy in the Pennfylvania artillery company,

where there is a vacancy, which he Is encouraged to make applica-

tion for

;

Refolved, That leave be granted to difcharge him.

Agreeable to order, Congrefs refolved itfelf into a committee of

the whole, to take into their farther confideration the report of the

committee on the eaftern departm.ent, &c. and after fome time

fpent thereon, the prefident refumed the chair, and Mr. Harrifon

reported, that the committee have had under their farther confide-

ration the niatters referred to them, and have come to fundry refo-

lutlons, but that not having yet finiihed, they defired him to move
for leave to fit again.

The refolutions reported from the committee of the whole Con-
grefs being read, were agreed to as follows :

Refolved, That an additional major general and brigadier general

be appointed in the continental army :

That general Wafhington be dire£led to order a major general

forthwith to take the command in the eaflern department, and alfo

that he order a brigadier general on that fervice.

Refolved, That the eleftion of the major general and brigadier

general be poftponed till to-morrow.

Refolved, That this Congrefs will to-morrow again refolve Itfelf

into a committee of the whole, to take Into confideration the re-

folves of the officers, and petition of the committee of privates of

the military aflbclation of the city and liberties of Philadelphia.

Congrefs took Into confideration the report of the committee to

whom the letter from the committee of fafety of New Hampfhire
and other papers from that colony were referred: and thereupon,

Refolved, That one battalion be raifed In NewHampfhire for the

fervice of the United Colonies, and paid and fubfifted on the fame

terms
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terms as the continental troops in the eaftern department, the faid

battalion to be taken into continental pay, fo foon as they fhall be

armed and muttered.

Refolved, That the fecret committee be diredled to fend to gene-

ral Wafhington the muflcets that are at Newport.

The feveral matters to this da'y referred being poftponed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Wednesday, May 15, 1776.

Refolvedt That the committee of fafety of Pennfylvanta be de-

fired to write to the committee of fafety of Delaware government

to fufpend the execution of the refolve of Congrefs, for exchang-

ing lieutenant Ball for captain Budden, till farther orders.

Congrefs took into confideration the draught of the preamble

brought in by the committee, which was agreed to as follows :

Whereas his Britannic majefty in conjunftion with the lords and

commons of Great Britain has, by a late a£l of parliament, exclud-

ed the inhabitants of thefe United Colonies from the proteAion of

his crown ; and whereas no anfwer whatever to the humble peti-

tions of the colonies for redrefs of grievances and reconciliatioa

with Great Britain has been or is likely to be given, but the whole

force of that kingdom aided by foreign mercenaries is to be exert«

ed for the deftruttion of the good people of thefe colonies; aud

whereas it appears abfolutely irreconcileable to realon and good
confcience for the people of thefe colonies now to take the oata^

and affirmations neceffary for the fupport of any government under

the crown of Great Britain, and it is neceflary that the exercile of

every kind of authority under the faid crown fhould be totally fup-

preffed, and all the powers of government exerted under the autho-

rity of the people of the colonies, for the prefervation of internal

peace virtue and good order, as well as for the defence of their

lives, liberties and properties againft the hoftile invafions and cruel

depredations of their enemies, therefore refolved &c.

Ordered, That the faid preamble with the refolution paffed the

loth inftant be publiihed.

Refohed, That the fecret committee be direfted to fell to Edward
Kealhy, 100 lb. of powder, for the ufe of the inhabitants of Salem

county in New-Jerfey.

The feveral matters to this day referred being poftponed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Thursday, May 16, 1776.

The following letters were laid before Congrefs and read :

One of the ift from the conimiflioners of Congrefs in Canada :

One of the loth from major general Schuyler, and one without

date from general Wafliington, inclofing a letter to him from Dr.

Stringer.
Rejolvedi
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Hefolved, That the letter from Dr. Stringer to general Wafh-

ington, be referred to the committee appointed to prepare medi-

cine chefts

:

That the other letters be referred to Mr. W. Livingfton, Mr.
Jefferfon, and Mr. J. Adams.

Refolved, That the prefident write to general Wafhington, re-

quefting him to repair to Philadelphia as foon as he can conveni-

ently, in order to confult with Congrefs upon fuch meafures as

may be necefTary for the carrying on the enfuing campaign.

Refolved, That George Morgan, Efq; be impowered to draw

for a fum not exceeding ilx thoufand dollars to pay for the goods

he is ordered to purchafe, and for defraying incidental charges,

the fame to be paid out of the ten thoufand dollars voted for the

commifiioners ot Indian affairs in the middle department.

Whereas captain Richard Butler, by accepting the ofEce of a-

gent in the middle deparment of indians, has loft the opportunity

of being appointed a captain in the continental fervice
;

Refoiz'ed, That Congrefs will as foon as, poflible compenfate for

that difappointment to him, by fome promotion in their fervice.

Congrefs then proceeded to the eledtion of a major general and

brigadier general in the continental army, and the ballots being

taken and examined
;

Horatio Gates, Efq; was elefted major general, and

Thomas MiiHin, Efq; brigadier general.

Refolved, That Mr. Duane be added to the Handing committee

for Indian affairs.

A petition from Jofeph Carfon and Jofeph Donaldfon was pre-

fented to Congrefs and read : Whereupon,
Refolved, That the fecret committee be direfted to fell to the

petitioners 50 lb. of powder.

Refolved, That two of the additional battalions ordered on the

14th to be raifed in theeaftern department, be raifed one in Maffa-

chufetts Bay, and the other in Connecticut

:

That it be recommended to the general aflemblies of MafTachu-

fetts Bay and Connedticut, to endeavour to have the battalions in-

lifted for two years, unlefs fooner difcharged by Congrefs ; in

which cafe the men to be allowed one months pay on their dif-

charge ; but if the men cannot be prevailed on to inlifl for two

years, that they be inlifted for one ; and that they be ordered, as

foon as raifed and armed, to march immediately to Bofton.

The committee to whom the letters from general Wafhington

of the 25th and 26th of April, and the cafe of Alexander Rofs,

and the letter from general Lee were referred, brought in their re-

port, which was read.

The committee to whom the letter from general Waniington of

the iJth, and the letter from general Schuyler of the 3d, and

that from captain Robertfon of the 9th, Avith other papers were

referred, brought in their report, which was read. The
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The feveral matters to this day referred being poftponed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock on Saturday.

Saturday, May i8, 1776.
A letter of the 17th from general Wafliington, and three from

the commiffioners in Canada of the 6th, 8th and loth, were laid

before Congrefs and read.

Refolved., That the committee to whom the former letter from

the commiffioners was referred be augmented to the number of

eight, and that thefe letters be referred to them :

The additional members chofen, Mr. R. Morris, Mr. Duanc
Mr. R. H. Lee, Mr. Rutledge, and Mr. R. R. Livingfton.

.

The committee to whom was referred the confideration of gene-

ral Lee's letters of the J 9th April and 7th of May, brought ia

their report, which was agreed to : whereupon,

Refohed, That general Lee's fcheme of fending through the co«

lony of Virginia to purchafe riffles, be and is approved :

That, as the colony cf Virginia is interfccted with many naviga-

ble rivers, fix gallies be buiit for the protetftion of the troops ia

their tranfportation acrofs the faid rivers, at the continental ex-

pence, on as cheap terms as the bufinefs for which they are intend-

ed will admit of; that fuch other defence of the rivers and bays, as

fhall be requifile for the colony be at the particular charge of the

inhabitants thereof: And that general Lee or the commanding
officer in Virginia tranfrnit to Congrefs as early as poffible an ac-

count of the expence which fhall be incurred in confequence of this

refolution :

That general Lee or the commanding officer in Virginia be di-

refted to fet on foot the railing of two companies of carpenters to

confift of houfe and fhip build'jrs :

That Q;eneral Lee be permitted to order rations and forrage for

fuch volunteers of horfe not exceeding 500 as fhall think proper to

attend the fervice of their country in the continental army, agreea-

ble to general Lee's rcquefl and propofal:

That captain Dohicky Arundel's journey to Virginia be at his

own, not continental expence:

That the pay of the deputy engineers be raifed to 30 dollars a

month, and that they be allowed rations for themfelves and for-

rage for their horfes, when in camp, or neceflarily abfent on con-

tinental duty :

That a continental hofpital be eftabliOied in Virginia, and a di-

reft'jr to the fame immediately appointed by Congrefs :

Thst the fcheme of adding two fubalterns and forty privates to

the company of artillery be adopted

:

That the circumflances of affairs in the middle and eafhern de-

partment will not admit of Mr. Smith being fent to general Lee :

That Thomas Bullet, Efq; the deputy adjutant general in Vir-

ginia be advanced to the rank of colonel

;

That
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That from the uncertainty of the enemy's defign and the num-

ber of regiments already fent into Canada, it will be inexpedient,

at prefent, to order any ofthe troops raifed in Pennfylvania or the

colonies eaftward thereof to the fouthern department, nor can Con-
grefs at prefent fupply fuch troops as are raifed in Virginia with

fire arms ; but that general Lee's application on this fubjeft be at-

tended to fo foon as an importation fufficiently confiderable will

admit of his being fupplyed ; and that he be afTured Congrefs will

co-operate and aid him with their power to render effeftual his lau-

dable endeavours to eftablifh the rights and liberties of the good
people of this continent.

The Congrefs then proceeded to the eleAion of a director of the

hofpital in Virginia, and the ballots being taken,

William Rickman was elected.

Refolved, That the hofpital in Virginia be on the fame eflablifl>-

ment, and the pay of the officers thereof the fame, as the hofpital

eftabUihed in the eaftern department

:

That two furgeons, one apothecary, fix mates, one clerk, one

ftorekeeper, and a nurfe to every ten fick, with labourers occafion-

ally when neceffary be allowed to the hofpital in Virginia :

That the director be impovvered to nominate the furgeons and a-

pothecary

:

That the mates be appointed by the furgeons, and that the num-
ber of the mates be diminifhed as circumilances will admit, lor

which reafon the pay is fixed by the day, that they may only re-

ceive pay for aftual fervice.

Refolved, That it be recommended to the convention of Virginia

to raife a battalion of riffle men, on the fame terms as the other

battalions raifed in that colony, to be taken into the pay of the

continent, when armed and muftered.

Refolved, That general Wafliington be direfted, if the fervice

will permit, to ftation a battalion at Amboy.
A petition from Jof. Trumbull, commiflary general, was pre-

fented to Congrefs and read :

Refolved, That it be referred to the committee for fuperintending

the treafury.

The fecret committee having informed Congrefs of the arrival of

one of the veffels fitted out at the expence of the continent, and

that flie has brought her returns in cafh :

Refolved^ That the fecret committee be directed to give orders

for fending the faid ca(h with all convenient difpatch to the com-
miffioners in Canada :

That the hard money in the treafury be immediately forwarded

to gener^J Schuyler.

The fecret committee laid before Congrefs a letter from Mr.
Langdon, and the fame being read:

Refolved, That it be referred to the committee of fecret corre-

VoL. II, Z fpondence,
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fpondencc, and that the faid committee be direfted to apply td the

marine committee for the ufe of one or more of the contiutiital

fleet; and that they fend the fame to the French Weft Ind-a

iflands, in order to procure, if poffible, a number of mufliets not

exceeding 10,000.

A petition from Ignace Labal was prefented to Congrefs and

read:

Refolved, That it be referred to the commiffioners for indian af-

fairs in the middle department, who are directed to examine his

claim and pay him, out of the money put into thgir hands, w^hat

they fliall judge juilly due to him.

Refolved, That Mrs. Connolly be directed not to leave Philadel-

phia till farther orders of Congrefs.

The feveral matters to this day referred being poftponed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday.

Monday, May 20, 1776.

Lyman Hall and Button Gwinnet, Efqrs; two of the delegates

from Georgia attended and produced their credentials, which were

read as follows :

" In Congrefs, Savannah, February 2, J 776, Refolved, That
five perfons be elected to reprefent this province in the Continental

Congrefs, for the terra, of nine months. Refolved, That it be re-

commended, that three of the delegates do proceed with all poffible

difpatch to Philadelphia, and that they be a quorum ; provided ne-

verthelefs, t a; in cafe three fhall not attend by ficknefs or other-

wife, one or more of the delegates being prefent, fhall be compe-
tent to reprefent this province, notwithftanding. The Congrefs

proceeded to ballot for the eleftion of delegates, when, on clofing

tlje poll, it appeared that Archibald Bullock, John Houftoun,

Lyman Hall, Button Gwinnet, and George Walton, Efqrs; were

duly elefted, and were accordingly declared as fit perfons to repre-

fent this province in the Grand Continental Congrefs.

j4 true Cepy. Edward Langv/orthy, Secretary."

A letter of the loth from major general Lee at Williamfburg,

with thr?e papers inclofed, was laid before Congrefs and read:

Refolved, That the fame be referred to a committee of five :

The members chofen Mr. R. H. Lee, Mr. Wilfon, Mr. Mid-
dleton, Mr. Paine, and Mr. Woolcot.

Certain refolutions of the convention of South-Carolina, refpeft-

ing the battalions raifed in that colony ; alfo certain refolutions

pafT-a by the general affembly of the faid colony, refpefting the

manner in vi^hich commiffioners coming from England are to be

received and treated in that colony, were laid before Congrefs and
read.

Refolved, That the refolutions refpefting the battalions, be re-

ferred to a committee of five :

The
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The members cliofen Mr. John Adams, Mr. Sherman, Mr.

Floyd, Mr. W. Livingfton, and Mr. Morton.

The proceedings of the committee of fecret correfpondcnce were

read.

Congrefs then refolved itfelf into a committ<?e of the whole, to

take into their farther conilderation the Rzi-: of the United Colo-

nies, and, after Tome time, the president refumed the chair, and
Mr. Harrifon reported, that the committee had taken into their far-

ther confideration the matter referred to them, but, not having come
to a conclufion, defired him to m-ove for leave to fit again.

Refolved, That Congrefs will to-morrow again refolve itfelf into

a committee of the whole, to take into their farther confideration

the itate of the United Colonies.

Rejolved, That Mr. Rutledge, at his requeft, be difcharged

from ferving on the marine committee, and that Mr. Middleton be

a member of the faid committee in his ftead.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Tuesday, May 21, i']i6.

Sundry letters and papers' were iaid before Congrefs and read, viz.

Three letters from general Waftington of the i8th, 19th, and
20th, inclofing fundry letters and papers of intelligence from Eng-
land, and a copy of the treaties made by his Britannic majefty with

the duke of Brunfwick for 4084 of his troops ; with the landgrave

of Htlle Cafl'e! for 12000 of his troops ; and with the count of Ha-
nau for 6^8 of his troops :

A letter from William Palfrey, with a copy of his weekly ac-

count :

A letter from John Langdon to general Wafhington :

A petition from Samuel Aufhin, John Rowe, S. Pattridge, Sa-

muel Dafhwood, and John Scolly of Bofton :

Refolved, That the faid letters and paper-s and petition b^ refer-

red to a committee of five ; that the faid committee be direfted to

extract and publifh the treaties and fuch parts of the intelligences as

they think proper ; alfo to confider of an adequate reward for the

perfon who brought the intelligence ; and that they prepare an

addrefs to the foreign mercinaries v/ho are coming to invade Ame-
rica :

The members chofen Mr. J. Adams, Mr. W. Livingfton, Mr.
JefFerfon, Mr. R. H. Lee, and Mr. Sherman.

Congrefs took into confideration the report refpefling prifoners,

which was agreed to as follows :

Refolved, That all prifoners taken in arms on board any prize,

be deemed prifoners, to be taken care of by the fupreme executive

power in each colony to which they are bi-ought, whether the

prizfe be taken by veflels fitted out by the continent, or by others :

That fuch as are taken be treated as prifoners of war, but with

jiumanity, and be allowed the fa«ie rations as the troops in the fer-

vice
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vice of the United Colonies ; but that fuch as are officers fupply
themMves and be allowed to draw bills to pay for their fubfillance

and cloatliing:

Thst officers made prifoners in the land fervice be allowed the
fame indulgencp :

That the officers be not permitted to refide in or near any fea

port tovji}^ nor public poll road, and that the officers and privates

be not fuffcred to refide in the fame places :

That in cafe the officers cannot draw or fell their bills, the Con-
grefs will allow for each of them Two Dollars a week, for board
and lodgings, to be repaid by faid officers before they are releafed

from their captivity

:

That no tavern keepers fupply any officers who are prifoners, on
the credit of the continent:

That the capitulations entered into with prifoners at the time of
their furrender be punftually obferved :

That fuch officers as iurrender prifoners of war be put on their

parole, unlefs Congrefs fhall othei'wife direft :

That the FORM of the PAROLE be as follows:

I being made a prifoner of war, by the army of the.

Thirteen United Colonies, in North-America, dp promife and en-

gage, on my word and honour, and on the faith of a gentleman,

to depart from hence to in the province of being
the place of my deftination and refidence, and there, or within fix

miles thereof, to remain during the prefent war between Great-
Britain and the faid United Colonies, or until the Congrefs of the

faid United Colonies, or the affembly, convention, or commit-
tee or council of fafety of the faid colony fliall order otherwife

;

and that I will not direftly or indireftly give any intelligence

whatfoever to the enemies of the United Colonies, or do or fay any
thing in oppofition to, or in prejudice of the meafures and proceed-

ings of any Congrefs for the faid colonies during the prefent trou-

bles, or until I ani duly exchanged or difcharged. Given under
my hand, this day of A. D. 1776.

That the faid parole be figned by the officers :

That fuch as refufe to fubfcribe the parole be committed to prl-

fon :

That David Franks, Efq; agent to the contraflors for viftual-

Hng the troops of the king of Great-Britain, be permitted to fup-

ply the prifoners with provifions and other neceffaries, and to fell

his bills for fuch fums of money as are neceffary for that purpofe :

And to enable him to do this to the fatisfaftion of his employers,

that a cornmiffi_oned officer be permitted once a month to vifit the

prifoners fo viftualled and fupplied, in order to count their numbers
and certify the rolls :

That fuch of the prifoners as are not fupplied by Mr. Franks,

be furDlflied with provifions not exceeding the rations allowed to

privates in the fervice of the continent. That
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That the women and children belonging to prifoners be furnlfh-

cd with fubfiftance, and fupplied with firing and other things abfo-

lutely neceflary for their fupport :

That no prifoners be inlilled in the continental army :

That the prifoners be permitted to exercife their trades and to

labour in order to fupport themfelves and families:

That the committees of infpeftion and obfervation, for the coun-

ties, diftrifts or towns, aiTigncd for the refidence of prifoners, be

impowered to fuperiutend their conduit, and in cafes of grofs mif-

behaviour to confine them, and report to their refpeftive affemblies,

convention or committees or council of fafety the proceedings had
on fuch occafions :

That a lift of the prifoners in each colony be made out by the

committees of the counties, towns or diftrifts where they refide,

and tranfmitted to the aflembly, convention, or council or commit-

tee of fafety of fuch colony refpedtively, who fhall fend a copy
thereof to Congrefs :

That the faid affemblies, conventions, and committees or coun-

cils of fafety be impowered to contra£l with proper perfons for the

moft reafonable terms for fupplying fuch of the prifoners, their

wives and children, in their refpedlive colony as are not fupplied by
Mr. Franks:

That the faid affemblies, conventions, and committees or coun-

cils of fafety, be authorized and requefted to take the paroles of

the officers, and to caufe a ftrift obfervance of the terms on which

they are enlarged, and alfo to take efpecial care that none of thofe

confined by order of the Congrefs, be fuffered to efcape ; alfo to

advance the allowance of Two Dollars a week to each of the officers

who cannot draw or fell their bills and to draw for the fame on the

prefident of the Congrefs :

That the faid affemblies, conventions, committees or councils of

of fafety of the colonies refpeftlvely in which prifoners are or

fhall chufe or be appointed to refide, be impowered to remove fuch

prifoners from place to place within the fame colonies, as often as to

fuch affemblies, conventions, committees or councils of fafety it

fhall feem proper, having regard to the former refolutions of Con-
grefs concerning prifoners.

The commltt-ee, to whom the letter of the loth from general

Lee was referred, brought in their report, which was read, and
after fome debate

;

Refolved, That the farther confideration thereof be poftponed

till the arrival of general Walhington.

A letter from Allan M« Donald a prifoner at Reading, to John
Nixon, Efq; prefident of the committee of fafety of Pennfylvania,

was laid before Congrefs and read.

The committee to whom the letters from general Wafhington,
major general Schuyler, and the commlffioners in Canada were re-

ferred, brought in their report, which was read. Refolved,
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Refolved, That the confideration thereof be poftponed till to-

tnorrow.

The committee for fuperintending the treafury, to whom it was

referred to confider and report a plan for carrying into eiieft the

refolution of Congrefs for emitting five millions of dollars, brought

in their report, which was read :

Refolved, That the confideration thereof be poftponed till to-

morrow.

The feveral matters to this day referred being poftpoiiQd.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Wednesday, Aiay 22, 1776.

A petition from James M'Knight was prefented to Congrefs and

read.

A report being made on the petition of P. Simons, the fame

•was taken into confideration : whereupon,

Refolved, That it appears James M'Knight hath proceeded in

the fale of the floop Sally and her cargo, contrary to the mode pre-

fcribed, and without any authority from Congrefs :

That the refolution paffed the 4th of April, " impowering the

committee of infpeftion and obfervation ofthe county of Burling-

ton, to make fale of the floop Sally aud the cargo on board, and

to pay one half of the net proceeds to James M'Knight for falvage,

and retain the other half for the owner or owners," be fet afide.

Rsfolved, That it be an inftruclion to the marine committee, to

procure an exaft account of the number and weight of the cannon

lately taken at Providence.

Congrefs refumed the confideration of the report on the letters

from general Wafhington &c. received the i6th and 18th, where-

upon

Refolved, That the inftruftions given to Mr. Price by major

general Schuyler be approved : That general Schuyler be dire-fled

to take any farther meafures for fupplying the army in Canada

with provifions, which his prudence may fuggeft, in which Con-

grefs place the higheft confidence :

That general Schuyler be informed of the difficulty of procuring

fpecie, and directed, as far as poffible to remedy that inconveni-

ence by purchafing fuch neceffaries, as can be obtained in thefe co-

lonies, and to appoint ftorekeepers and other officers for the fale

and diftribution thereof :

That general Schuyler be informed that Congrefs have in view

thefe two great objefls, the protection and afiiftance of our Canadi-

an friends, and the fecuring fo much of that country as may pre-

vent any communication between our enemies and the mdians :

The means of effefting thefe purpofes by fortifying proper pofts,

building armed veffels where moft expedient, opening roads of

communication or otherwife, are left to the determination of a

council
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councJl or councils of war, governing themfdves by events and
their knowledge of the country :

That general Wafhington or the commandinsj officer at New-
York, be directed to fend from thence to Ticonderoga fo many-
light cannon as will be fuf&cient t6 arm the veflels now in lake
Champlain :

That the attention of the comraiflloners in Canada to the refto-

ration of order and difcipline, and to the punifhraent of thofe by
whom they are violated, deferves the approbation of Congrefs :

That the fpecie now in the treafury, and as much more as can

be procured, not exceeding the fum of one hundred thoufand dol-

lars, be immediately remitted to the commiflioners for the pay-
ment of debts due from thefc colonies in Canada, and for the pre-

fervation of public credit:

That the commiflioners in Canada be direfted, ifneceflary, to

appoint proper perfons to collect and audit the public accounts in

that province :

That -the commiflioners in Canada and general Schuyler be in-

formed, that we cannot give them any alfurance of maintaining

our army there by hard money, but that this ought not to dif-

courage our operations, Congrefs being determined to fend from
thefe colonies fupplies of provifions and all other neceflaries, if

hard money cannot be obtained ; and that in the mean time the

befl endeavours fhall be ufed to procure the fum of one hundred
thoufand dollars :

That fome perfon or perfons be employed by the prefident in

New-England, as an agent or agents to procure if poflible, hard
money to the amount of one hundred thoufand dollars, and as fooa

as a confiderable fum is obtained, the faid agents be direiled to

tranfmit the fame to the commiflioners of Congrefs in Canada, for

the ufe of the arm.y there, and in cafe of the abfence of the com-
miflioners, the fame to be delivered to the deputy pay matter general:

That fuch prefents be made to the indians on the delivery of

the hatchet, as the commiflioners in Canada think prudent :

TJiat 500,000 dollars be fent as foon as poflible to general Schuy-
ler.

Thecom.mittee of claims reported that there is due

On fundry certificates exhibited by Jofeph Donaldfon, the fum
of 467.6 dollars, and that the fame ought to be paid to Robert
M'Pherfon, Efq; and

Captain Dowdies company charged with i^-L dollars.

Captain Nel.fon's company with. 26.8

Captain James Grier for a riffle with 9-^

Captain Creflap's company for riffles with ^4-?
Captain Stephenfon's company with 8^

the remainder to the continent.

To
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To Robert Ervvin, waggon mailer, for tranfporting falt-petre

from Egg-Harbour, the fum of 1
1 7.4 dollars

:

To Robert Patton for 163 days attendance as a meflenger, the

fum of 108.7 dollars:

To Hugh Hodge for medicines for the third Pennfylvania bat-

talion, the fum of 27.4 dollars :

To Samuel Kennedy, furgeon to the fourth Pennfylvania batta-

lion, the fum of 14. i dollars :

To Michael Whitman for provifions fnrnifhed prifoners from

St. John's, the fumof_^ i: 15: 6: Pennfylvaniacrirrency,andthat

the fame ought to be paid to Adam Kimmel, together with two
thirds of a dollar omitted to be charged in a former account ren-

dered by him, the whole amounting to 5.3 dollars:

On feveral accounts rendered by major Nicholas Haufegger for

neceflaries for the fourth Pennfylvania battalion, the fum of 203.7
dollars, and that the fame ought to be paid to him :

To Chriftian Levy for a riffle, the fum of 8 dollars, which ought

to be charged to captain Nelfon.

To major Nicholas Haufegger for divers expences paid by him,

the fum of 34.4 dollars :

To John Barnes for boarding officers, prifoners, at Trenton, the

fum of 77.3 dollars, of which fum.

Dr. Nuddlefton to be charged with 24 dollars^
,

Lieutenant Namar, 24 do.

Major Regonville, l6 do.

Lieutenant Symes, 13.3 do.

On feveral accounts exhibited by Lewis Gordon, Efq; for fim-

dry neceflaries furniflied by Northampton committee to captain

Nelfon's and captain Craig's companies, the fum of 13IC.1 dollars,

of which there ought to be charged

To captain Craig's company, 1205»7 dollars*

And to captain Nelfon's company, 7.2 dollars^

the remainder to the continent :

Ordered, That the faid accounts be paid.

Refolved, That general Wafhihgton be impowered to appoint an

afliftant clerk to his fecretary with the pay of 40 dollars per month.

Refolved, That an order for 10500 dollars be drawn on the trea-

furers in favour of the delegates of Connefticut, to be by them

tranfmitted to the governor and council of the faid colony, for the

ufe of the battalion ordered to be raifed there by a refolution of the

36th inftant, the faid governor and council to be accountable.

That an order for 2 1 ,000 dollars be drawn on the treafurers in

favour of the delegates of Maffachufetts-Bay, to be by them tranf-

mitted to the affembly of the faid colony, for the ufe ofthe two bat-

talions ordered to be raifed there by the refolution above mentioned,

the faid affembly to be accountable.

That
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That the pay of the faid three battalions commence from the
time they are armed and muftered

:

That an order for 10500 dollars be drawn on the treafurers, in

favour of the delegates of New-Hampfhire, to be then tranfmitted
to the council of the faid colony, for the ufe of the battalion or-
dered to be raifed there, by a refolution of the 14th inftant, the
faid council to be accountable.

The Congrefs took into confideration the report of the commit-
tee for fuperintending the treafury ; whereupon,

Refohed, That the five millions of dollars direfted to be emitted
in continental bills of credit, fhall confift of the following denomi-
nations :

138889 - - of I dollar.

138889 - - of 2 dollars.

138889 - - of 3 dollars.

138888 - - of 4 dollars.

138889 . - of 5 dollars.

138889 - - of 6 dollars.

138889 - - of 7 dollars.

138889 - - of 8 dollars.

That the infpeftors of the prefs for the laft emiffion, be dlre£l-

cd and aathorifed to perform that fervice for the prefent emiffion,

being firfl qualified agreeable to the refolution of Congrefs, palTed

the 2 lit February lalt:

That the gentlemen appointed to fign and number the bills of

credit of the laft emiffion, be authorifed to fign and number the

bills of credit of five millions of dollars now agreed to be emitted,

taking before they ihall enter upon their oiiice, the oath or affir-

mation prefcribed by the refolution of Congrefs of the 9th of

March lall :

That the plates engraved for the two laft emiffions, fhall be ufed

in the emiffion now directed, and that the bills be expreffed in the

following words :

Dollar

This bill intitles the bearer to receive Spanifti milled dol-

lars, or the value thereof in gold or filver, according to a refolution

of Congrefs, pafled at Philadelphia the 9th of May, 1776.

That the faid bills be figned by two figners, and each different

denomination numbered from number one, progreffively.

The committee, appointed to examine and afcertain the value of

the feveral fpecies of gold and filver coins, current in thefe colonies,

and the proportions they ought refpeftively to bear to Spanifh mil-

led dollars, brought in their report, which was read :

Ordered to lie on the table.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Vol. II. - A a Thursday,
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Thursday, May 23, 1776.

Re/o/veJ, That a committee of five be appointed to confer with
general Wafhington, major general Gates, and brigadier general

MiiPiin, upon the moft fpeedy and efFeftual means for fupporting

the American caufe in Canada:
The members chofen Mr. Harrifon, Mr. R. H. Lee, Mr. J.

Adams, Mr. Wilfon, and Mr. Rut] edge.

Refolved, That the committee appointed to contrail for the

making fire arms, be direfted to order the manager of the conti-

nental faftory of fire arms at Lancafter, and the manager of the

gun lock factory at Trenton, to deliver to colonel Shee or his or-

der, all the mullcets and gun locks that each of them may have rea^

dy, in order to the more expeditious arming the continental batta-

lion under his command :

That the faid committee be dir(6i:ed to bring in a refolution for

promoting and encouraging the maiki'ng of good fire arms.

A letter from Charles Miller to Jofeph Trumbull, Efq; commif-

fary general, was laid before Congrefs and read

;

Refolved, That it be referred to a committee of three

:

The members chofen Mr* Whipple, Mr. Gerry, and Mr. F.

Lee.

Refolved, As the opinion of this Congrefs, that James M*Knight
ought to reftore to the owners the money found on board the floop

Sally, and alfo the effedls or the m.oney he received for the efFefts

on board the faid floop, at the time fhe was run on fliore, and for

the wreck, tackle and furniture of the faid floop, which effefts,

wreck, tackle, and furniture, were fold or pretended to be fold, or

fccreted by him the faid James M'Knight.

Ordered, That general Wafiiington attend in Congrefs to-mor-

row.

The feveral matters to this day referred, being poftponed:

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow,

Friday, May 24. 1776.

A letter from Mrs. Abi. Grant was laid before Congrefs and

read, requeuing permifllon to return to her hufljand and family in

London, and to take on board neceflary ftores for the voyage:

Refolved, That her requefl: be granted, and that the prefident

o-lve her a paifport to the place where flie fiiall chufe to embark.

The committee fur fuperintending the treafury, to whom was

referred the account and claim of captain Herman Allen of lieuten-

ant colonel Warner's battalion, brought in their report, which

was agreed to: whereupon,
_

Refolved, That there be allowed to captam Herman Alien, for

fundry difburfements for the ufe of his company, the fum of 3^0

dollars, over and above the account allowed by the convention of

New-York, amounting to / 240: 18: o : Nevv-York currency.

The
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The committee, to whom was referred the petition of Jofeph

Trumbull, Efq; commiflary general, brought in their report,

which was taken into confideration and agreed to ; whereupon,

Refohed, That there be allowed to the feveral perCons undermen-

tioned, employed in the commiflary general's department in the

continental army, the wages and rations annexed to their names re-

fpeftively, during the time they have been and Ihall continue in the

fervice of the United Colonies :

In the ilTuing ftore at Cambridge :

Charles Miller, iffuing Itore keeper; 50 dollars per month, and

4 rations :

Peter Roe Dalton, firft clerk
; 4/8 lawful money a day, and 3

rations :

Ebenezer Perry, and'7 i i • n r a „^ -, ^^^.'^r^^

.

rp, . n t X
clerks in ftore

; 3/4 do. and 2 rations :

William Brown, and 7 1 1 ^r 1 r. a a -, a^
-, r i_ T> 5- clerks at fcales ; a/4 do. and 2 do.
Jonah 13rown, 3

^ jj^

Robert Davis, clerk of weekly allowances
; 3/4 do. and 2 do.

Eight labourers, one cooper, and one cook, each zj^ lawful

money a day, and i ration :

Employed to iflue to two brigades :

In the ftore at Roxbury

:

Aaron Blaney, ifluing ftore keeper; 50 dollars per month, and

4 rations

:

James Richardfon, firft clerk
; 4/8 lawful money a day, and 3

rations:

Two clerks in ftore, and two at fcales, each 3/4 do. and 2 rations:

Six labourers, one cooper & one cook, each 2^8 do. and i do.

Employed to iflue to two brigades :

On Profpeft Hill :

Peter Philips, ifluing ftore keeper
; 40 dollars a month, and 4

rations:

Grifiin Green, firft clerk; 4/8 lawful money a day, a^d 3 ra-

tions:

One clerk in ftore, and one at fcales, each 3/"4 do. and 2 do.

One cooper, and four labourers, each 2y"8 do. and i do.

Employed to iflue tp one brigade :

At Medford:

Mofes Emerfon, ifliiing ftore keeper
; 40 dollars a month, and

4 rations:

Ifrael Mead, firft clerk
;

4/"8 lawful money a day, and 3 rations?

One clerk in ftore, and one at fcales, each 3/4 do. and 2 do.

One cooper, and four labourers, each 2y"8 do. and I do.

Employed to iflue to one brigade :

In the magazine at Cambridge :

Samuel Gray, Reuben Stiles, and Daniel Brown, clerks and

jnagazine keepers, 4/'8 lawful money a day, and 3 rations :

Oae
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One cooper, i/S lawful money a day, and i ration :

In the magazine at Roxbury :

Jabez Porter, and James Jauncey Pendleton, clerks and maga-^

zine keepers ; 4/8 lawful money a day, and 3 rations :

One cooper, 2y8 do. and 1 do.

Jofeph Farnfworth, commiflary to colonel Arnold's detachment;

returned from fort Halifax, £ ro lawful money a month, and 3
rations per day :

John Thomas, employed conftantly in riding to collefl ftores,

procure teams, &c. himielf and horfe, Syiavvful money a day,

^nd 3 rations :

William Hoilcins, and Elifha Avery, principal book-keepers

and payers of fmall bills, £ 10 lawful money a month, and 3
rations per day.

Rejolved, That an addition of forty dollars a month be made to

the pay of the commiflary general.

The committee appointed to confer with his excellency general

Wafhington, major general Gates, and brigadier general Mifflin,

brought in their report, which being taken into confideration, was

agreed to; whereupon,

Refolved, That the commanding officer in Canada be informed

that Congrefs are fully convinced of the abfolute neceflity of keep-

ing poffeffion of that country, and that they expeft the forces in

that department will conteft every foot of the ground with the e-

nemies of thefe colonies ; and as Congrefs have in view the cutting

off all communication between the upper country and the enemy,

they judp-e it highly neceffary that the exertions of the forces be

particularly made on the St. Lawrence below the mouth of the

Sorrell :

That the commanding officer in Canada be directed to make ex-

aft and frequent returns of men, provifions and military ftores in

the Canadian department, to the general and commander in chief

of the United Colonies :

That general Schuyler be defired to take care that the army iq

Canada be regularly and efFeftually fupplied with neceflaries:

That the troops ordered for Canada be haftened into that coun-

try fo foon as provifions can be forwarded for their fupport :

That the commanding officer in Canada be aflured of the refolu-

tion of Congrefs, to afford him every fupport in his endeavours to -

carry their views into execution,

Refolved, That Mr. R. R. Livingfton be added to the committee
^ of conference, and that they be direfted farther to confer with the

generals, touching the moft proper pofts and meafures to be taken

for efFeilually preventinp- the enemy's communication with the up-

per country from Canada, and fuch other meafures as Ihall tend to

fecure the frontiers.

Agreeable to order, general Wafliington attended in Congrefs^

land aifter feme conference v/ith him, Refolved^
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Refolved, That he be direfted to attend again to-morrow.

A letter of the 26th of April from the convention of North-

Carolina, with a lifttjf prifoners by them fent to Pennfylvania, was

laid before Congrefs and read; whereupon,

Refolved, That the faid letter and lift be fent to the committee of

fafety of Pennfylvania, and that they be defired to have the faid

prifoners properly and fafely fecured and provided for, agreeably

to the refolutions of Congrefs, at the expence of the United Colo-

nies.

The committee of claims reported that there Is due,

To Jacob Hilzheimer, for fundry expreffes, the fum of 372.3
dollars :

To captain Nathaniel Falconer, for his and Mr. Afhe's ex-

pences, together with the expences of two fervants going to

New-York Vv-ith money and returning, the fum of 98.5 dollars :

To Daniel Smith, for expences of guards, &c. at the city ta-

vern, over brigadier general Prefcot, and captain Chafe, the fum
of 118 dollars.

Ordered, That the faid accounts be paid.

Sundry refolutions pafled by the convention of Maryland were

laid before Congrefs and read.

The feveral matters to this day referred, being pollponed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Saturday, May 25, 1776.

A letter froni colonel William Wind, dated the 18th, and a pe-

tition from the committee of the county of Lincoln, were prefent-

ed to Congrefs ; alfo a petition from John Wilcox, and. John and

Peter Chevalier, was prefentcd and read.

Refolved, That the fecret committee be direfted to fell to the

petitioners John Wilcox, and John and Peter Chevalier, 75 lb. of

gunpowder:
That the faid committee be direfted to deliver to the committee

.of fafety of Pennfylvania, half a ton of powder, in order to prove

cannon, the faid committee to be accountable.

Refolved, That an order for 20,000 dollars be drawn on the

treafurers, in favour of James Meafe, commilfary ; for the ufe of

the Pennfylvania battalions, he to be accountable:

That Mr. J. Meafe be direflied to provide a ftock of (hoes, hats,

and ftockings, for the ufe of the troops in the continental fervice,

on the moft reafonable terms.

A petition from James M'Knight was prefented to Congrefs and

read

;

Ordered to lie on the table.

A memorial from the committee of infpeftion and obfervation of

fhe city and liberties of Philadelphia, was prefented to Congrefs

^nd read
J

Ordered
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Ordered to lie on the table.

Ordered, That a copy of faid memorial be delivered to Mr- Il»

Morris, who defires the fame in behalf of the affembly of Pennfyl-

vania.

Refohed, That an order for 65,000 dollars be drawn on the trea-

furers, in favour of the delegates of Virginia, for the ufe of the

battalions raifed in that colony, the faid colony to be accountable.

Agreeable to order general Wafliington attended, and after fome

conference with him,

Refohed, That a committee be appointed to confer with his ex-

cellency general Wafhington, major general Gates, and brigadier

general Mifflin, and to concert apian of military operations for

the enfuing campaign.

The members appointed Mr. Harrifon, Mr. R. H. Lee, Mr.

J. Adams, Mr. Wilfon, Mr. R. R. Livingfton, Mr. Whipple,

Mr. Sherman, Mr. Hopkins, Mr. W. Livingfton, Mr. Read, Mr.
Tilghman, Mr. Hevves, Mr. Middleton, and Mr. Hall.

The committee of fafety of Pennfylvania, to whom were refer-

red the letter from the convention of North-Carolina, and the liil

of the prifoners fent from thence, having appointed colonel R07

berdeau to wait upon Congrefs and inform them that the prifoners

are arrived, and that they have ordered them to be clofely confin-

ed, and have appointed an officer's guard for their better fecurityj

and farther to inquire what allowance for fubfiftance is to be gran-

ted them.

Refohed, That the difpofitlon of the prifoners made by the com-

mittee of fafety is approved, and that they have the allowance

"•ranted to other officers who are prifoners.

The Congrefs took into confideration the report of the commit-

tee on the letter from general WaOiington of the i ith May, the

letter from general Schuyler of the 3d, and the letter from captain

Daniel Robertfon of the royal highland emigrant regiment of the

oth, which was in part agreed to ; v« hereupon,

Refohed, That lieutenant colonel Burbeck be difmiffed from the

continental fervice :

That a letter be written to the prefident of the convention of

Virginia, requefting that they will immediately forward to Phila-

delphia fuch quantity of lead as can be fpared from that colony :

That one battalion of Germans be raifed for the fervice of the

United Colonies:

That general Schuyler be impowered to increafe the number of

batteaus to tv/o hundred :

That four of the prifoners taken at St. Johns, and fuggefted by

the letter from captein Robertfon, to have inlifted in the continen-

tal army, viz.

William Roughead and Eli(ha Grifler, in captain Hubley's

companv ;
John Santon, in captain Brown's company ; and John

Mayot
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Mayot, in a company unknown, be difmifTed the fervice, and
turn to their corps at Lancafter.

''^-

Refohtd, That the confideration of the firft paragraph in faid

report be poilponed, and that the third and fifth paragraphs be
referred to the committee appointed to confer with the generals.

A number of deputies from four of the fix nations of Indians

having arrived in town, and notified Congrefs that they are defirous

of an audience

;

Refolved, That they be admitted to an audience on Monday
next at 1 1 o'clock.

Ordered, That notice be given to the colonels of the afibciation

of the city and liberties of Philadelphia, to draw out their batta-

lions in review on Monday morning as early as they can conveni-

ently, and that the Congrefs with the generals in town will attend

the review at 9 o'clock.

Refolved, That the arms, ammunition and military {lores taken

by the armed fchooncr Franklin, or any other of the armed veffels

in the pay of the United Colonies, be at the difpofal of the general

or commander in chief of the American forces.

The committee to whom the refolutions of the convention of
South-Carolina refpefting the battalions raifed in that colony were
referred, brought in their report which was read.

Refolved, That the feveral reports on general Wafhington's let-

ters not yet confidered, and the general's letters, which were refer-

red to a committee of the whole Congrefs, be committed to the

committee appointed to confer with the generals.

As two of the committee, to whom the ktter from colonel Hand
of the riffle battalion was referred, are abfent,

Refolved, That two other members be chofen in their room.
The members eledted Mr. Wilfon, and Mr. Woolcott.
The committee, to whom was referred the letter fi-om Charles

Miller to the commiffary general, brought in their report which
was read and agreed to ; whereupon,

Refolved, That the commiffary general be directed to order fo

much of the provifions ftored in the continental magazine in Mafla-

chufetts-Bay, to be delivered for viftualling the five fhips of war
now building at Portfmouth, Newbary-Fort, and Providence, as

the marine committeee fhall direft; and to keep the refidue for the

ufe of the continental army, that is or may be ftationed in the eaf-

tern department.

That the commiffary general be direfted to receive the amount of
the pork, beef, and fifh, fuppliedthe colony of Maffachufetts-Bay,

and credit the fame in his account with the United Colonies.

The feveral matters to this day referred, being poftponed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday.

Mo -V DAY;,
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Monday, May 27, T776.

A letter of the 16th from George Morgan, Efq; to Lewis
Morris, Efq; was laid before Congrefs and read.

Refohedy That it be referred to the {landing cbjftmittee on In-

dian affairs.

A petition from Samuel de Lucena was prefented to Congrefs

and read.

Rcfohed, That it be referred to the committee for promoting

the manufa6ture of fulphur and faltpetre.

A petition from the committee of the county of Monmouth, in

the colony of New-Jerfey, was prefented to Congrefs and read.

Ordered to lie on the table.

Refolved, That the fecret committee be direfted to fend forward

with all convenient difpatch, one ton of powder, lent for the de-

fence of the weftern frontier; of which 800 lb. to be lodged in

fort Pitt, 600 lb. with the committee of Weft Augufta, and
600 lb. with the committee of Weftmoreland, to be ufed only in

cafe that country is attacked.

Agreeable to order, the Indians were admitted to an audience j

after they withdrew,

Refolved, That the ftanding committee for Indian affairs be direc-

ted to prepare a fpeech to be delivered to the Indians, and to pro-

cure fuch articles as they judge proper for a prefent.

The delegates from North-Carolina, and the delegates frona

Virginia, laid before Congrefs certain inftruftions which they re-

ceived from their refpeitive conventions.

Refohed, That the fum of 30,000 dollars be tranfmitted to the

afiembly of Maffachufetts-Bay, to be by them exchanged for filver

and gold for the Canada expedition, agreeable to a former refolu-

tion of Congrefs.

The feveral matters to this day referred, being poflponed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

TuESDAYj May 28, 177^.

lii'Tohed, That colonel Turbutt Francis be delired to attend at

the next conference with the Indians, and aflift in interpreting for

them.

The committee, to whom it M^as referred to confider of a mode

for i-egulating the price of fait, brought in their report, which was

read.

Ordered to lie on the table.

The feveral matters to this day referred, being podponed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Wednesday,
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Wednesday, May 29, 1776.

A letter from general Woofter of the 27th of April lafl:, and ^

letter from William Palfrey, with a weekly account from the T9th

to 25th May inclufive, were laid before Congrefs and read.

A petition from captain Budden was prefented to Congrefs and

read; whereupon,

Refolved, That midflaipman Draper, be offered in exchange for

captain William Budden.

A letter from Levi Hollinfworth, and Thomas Richardfon, to

the committee of fafety of Pennfylvania, dated Newport 21(1: inft.

alfo a memorial from fundry members of the general affembly of

Rhode-Ifland, were prefented to Congrefs and read :

Ordered to lie on the table.

The committee appointed to confer with the generals, brought

in a report which v/as read and confidered :

Refolved, I'hat the farther confideration of the report be poU-
poned till to-morrow.

Refolved, That the committee have leave to fit again.

A letter from Mr. Jay, introducing a foreigner to the notice of

Congrefs, was prefented and read :

Refylved, That it be referred to the fecret committee, and that

they be directed to confer with the gentleman.

The committee of claim.s reported that there is due.

For ferriages oftwobrafs field pieces fent to Virginia, the fum
of 6 dollars, and that the fame ought to be paid to James David-
fon :

To Walter Stewart, for his expences in going on board the Li-

verpool frigate, the fum of 8JLi_ dollars :

To David Lenox, for his expences going to New-York as an ef-

cort of money, the fum of 62-^-^ dollars :

To William Sheppard, for waggon hire on two journeys to

New-York, and on a journey to Port royal in Virginia with gene-

ral Lee, the fum of I02^_. dollars :

On feveral certificates for entertaining general Lee's guard, the

fum of 37?-^ dollars, and that the fame ought to be paid to

George Rofs, Efq;

To Robert Erwin, for waggonage of gun powder to the city of

New-York, the fum of 414 dollars

:

Ordered, That the faid accounts be paid.

The faid committee farther reported, that captain John Lowdon
had laid before them an account of the expenditure of money paid

into his hands for the purpofe of raifing a company of riffle men,

amounting to the fum of 582 ^-g. dollars :

Tranfporting baggage from Northumberland to Reading, 40
dollars :

Vol. IL B b Amount



194 Journals OF Congress.

Amount of divers articles ordered to be charged to captain Low-

don, which now appear to be continental charges, 50^'— dollars :

Amount of John Harris, and Elias Younkman's bills, which
have been twice paid, and twice charged to captain Lowdon, and
which ought now to be charged to the committeee of Berks,

86"^* dollars:
9 o

The whole amountinp- to 71:8 ^— dollars :O I J r) o

Ordered, That captain Lowdon be credited with th^ above fum,
and that the committee of Berks county be charged with the fum
abovementioned.

The feveral matters to this day referred, being poftponcd.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Thursday, May 30, 1776.

Congrefo took into confideration the report of the committee on

the mode of regulating the price of fait, and thereupon came to the

following refolutlon :

Whereas it hath been reprefented to Congrefs, that avaricious ill

defigning men have taken advantage of the refolve of Congrefs,

paffed the 30th of April, for withdrawing from the committees of

infpeftion the power of regulating the price of goods, to extort

from the oeople a moft exorbitant price for fait,

Refolved, 'I'hat it be recommended to the committees ofobferva-

tion and infpeftion in the United Colonies, foto regulate the price

of fait, as to prevent unreafonable exaftions on the part of the fel-

ler, having due regard to the difficulty and rifque of importation
;

fubjeft however to fuch regulations as have been or fhall hereafter

be made by the legiflatures of the refpeftive colonies.

The committee, to whom the letter from Jofeph Woodward,
chairman of the committee of the New-Hampfhire grants was re-

ferred, and who were direfted to hear the perfons mentioned in

the faid letter, brought in their report, which was read.

The committee to whom it was referred to confider of an ade-

quate reward for the perfon who brought the late intelligence from

England, brought in their report ; whereupon,

Refohcd, That he receive his pay, being a foldier in captain

Morgan's company of riffle men, to be continued from the time of

lis captivity, until the 15th day of June next, and a gratuity of

one hundred dollars.

A petition from captain Herman Allen was prefented to Con-

grefs and read.

Refolved, That fix of the heavieli cannon at Newport, and four-

teen of the heavieft cannon at New-London, belonging to the con-

tinent, be tranfported to Philadelphia as foon as pofilble.

That



May, 1776. ip5

That a copy of the above refolution be tranfmitted to the gover-

nors of Rhode-Ifland and Connefticut.

Congrefs then took into confideration the report of the commit-
tee appointed to confer virith his excellency general Wafhington,
major general Gates, and brigadier general Mifflin, and after

fome debate,

Refolved, That it be referred to a committee of the whole Con-
grefs.

Congrefs then refolved itfelf into a committee of the v^hole, to

take into confideration the report of the committee of conference,

and after fome time fpent thereon, the prefident refumed the chair,

and Mr. HaiTifon reported that the committee have taken into con-

fideration the matter referred to them, and have come to a refolu-

tion thereon, but not having had time to go through the whole, de-

fired him to move for leave to fit again.

The refolution reported from the committeg of the whole Con-
grefs being read, was agreed to, as follows :

Rejolved, That the general be authorifed to direil the building

as many fire rafts, row gallies, armed boats, and floating batteries

as may be neceffary, and fuitable for the immediate defence of the

port of New-York, and Hudfon's river.

Refolved, That this Congrefs will to-morrow again refolve itfelf

into a committee of the whole, to 'take into their farther confiderar

tion the report of the committee of conference.

The fcveral matters to this day referred, being poftponed,.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Friday, May 31, 1776,

A letter of the 23d from commodore E. Hopkins, inclofing the

proceedings of two courts martial on John Hazard, commander of

the floop Providence, and Abraham Whipple, commander of the

Columbus, was laid before Congrefs and read;

Refolved, That it be referred to the committee on the inftruc-

tions given to commodore Hopkins.

A letter of the 21 ft from Jonathan Trumbull, deputy paymafter

general : And a petition from Hugh King, in behalf of himfelf

and others, were laid before Congrefs and read.

Refolved, That an order for 50,000 dollars be drawn on the trea-

furers, in favour of brigadier general Mifflin, to enable him to pay

for tents, entrenching tools, and fundry other articles, which he

as quarter mafter general has bought in Philadelphia, for the ufe

of the continental army ; he to be accountable.

The committee of conference brought in a farther report, which

was read

;

Refolvedt That it be referred to the committee of the whole

Congrefs.

Rejolved,
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Refohed, That John Connolly, John Smith, and Allan Catne-

ron, three of the prifoners confined in the goal of Philadelphia,

who are reprefented to be In a dan2;erou3 ftate of health, be per-

mitted, for the recovery of their health, to walk two hours in the

day in the yard of the prifon, in company with or under the in-

fpeftion of at lead two of the guards.

Congrefs then refolved itfelf into a committee of the whole, to

take into their farther confideration the reports of the committee

ofconference, and after fome time fpent thereon, the prefident re-

fumed the chair, and Mr. Harrifon reported, that the committee

have taken into their further conlideration the matters to them re-

ferred, but not having yet finifhed, defired him to move for leave

to fit again.

Refolved, That this Congrefs will to-morrow again refolve itfelf

into a committee of the whole, to take into their farther confidera*

tion the reports of the committee of conference.

The feveral matters to this day referred, being poftponed:

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Saturday, June i, 1776.

Letters from the committees of Hartford and Northampton in

Connedticut, refpefting prifoners, being laid before Congrefs and

read:

Refolved, That they be referred to the committee onprlfqners.

A letter of the 27th of May from governor Trumbull was alfo

read ; and a letter from colonel J. Read, informing, that upon his

arrival at New-York, finding a gentleman of charafter and abilities

performing the fervices of fecretary with fatisfattion to the general,

he vv'as induced to requeft, and has obtained the general's leave to

refign that office.

The committee on Indian affairs, to whom it was referred to

confider of a proper prefent for the indians, brought in their re-

port; whereupon,

Refolved, That the faid committee be impowered and direfted

to purchafe goods for a prefent to the indians, to an amount not

exceeding 426—^ dollars.

The Congrefs then refolved itfelf into a committee of the whole,

to take into their farther confideration the report of the committee

of conference, and after fome time fpent thereon, the prefident re-

fumed the chair, and Mr. Harrifon reported, that the committee

had taken into further confideration the matters to them referred,

and come to fome refolutions which they defired him to report,

but not having yet come to aconclulion, direftedhim to move for

leave to fit again.

The report from the committee of the whole Congrefs was read
j

^vhereupon,
Rejohed^
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Refolved, That fix thoufand militia be employed to reinforce the

army in Canada, and to keep up the communication with that pro-

vince, to make up which number,

Rcjolved, That the colony of Mafiachufetts-Bay be requefted, to

fiipply of their militia 3000 " 4 battalions.

Connefticut of their militia 1500 - 2 battalions.

New-Hampfhire of their militia 750 - 1 battalion.

New-York of their militia 750 - i battalion.

Refohedy That the farther confideration of the report be poftpo-

ned till Monday next.

Refolved, That the Congrefs will on Monday next again refolve

itfelf into a committee of the whole, to take into their further con*

fideration the report of the committee of conference.

The committee of claims reported that there is due,

To Anthony Fricker, for boarding the Scots hoftages from the

22d of March to the 4th of June inflant, 246— dollars :

To Samuel Patterfon, for waggon hire and dining the prifoners

brought from North-Carolina, the fum of 7-— dollars, and that

the fame ought to be paid to Thomas M'Kean, Efq;

Ordered, That the fame accounts be paid.

The feveral matters to this day referred, being poftpoa-ed*

/Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday next.

Monday, June 3, 1776.

Sundry letters received by general Wafhington, were laid be-

fore Congrefs and read.

Refolved, That an order be drawn on the treafurers, for 1066I.

dollars, in favour of Ephraim Blaine, Efq; in advance for the

purchafe of flioes to be fent to Williamfburgh, for the uie of the

continental army ; he to be accountable.

The committee of confereace brought in a further report whick

was read :

Refolved, That the fame be referred to the committee of the

whole Congrefs.

The Congrefs then refolved itfelf into a committee of the vrho]e,

to take into their farther confideration the reports of the committee

of conference, and after fome time fpent thereon, the prefident re-

fumed the chair, and Mr. Harrlfon reported, that the committee

have had under confideration the matters to them referred, and

have come to fundry refolutions thereon, which they have diredled

him to report, but not having yet come to a conclufion, defired

him to move for leave to fit again.

The report from the committee of tlie whole Congrefs being

fead, was agreed to j whereupon,

Refolved,
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Refolved, That 13800 militia be employed to reinforce the army
at New-York ; to compieat which number,

Refolved, That the colony of Mallachufetts-Bay be requefted to

furnifh of their militia 2000
Connedlicut of their militia 5500
New-York of their militia 3000
New-Jerfey of their militia 3300

Refolved, As the opinion of this Congrefs that the eleven batta-

lions raifed and ordered to be raifed for the protedlion of the four

New-En2;land colonies, are fufficient.

Refolved, That a flying camp be immediately eflablifhed in the

middle colonies j and that it confift of 10,000 men ; to compieat

which number,

Refolved, That the colony of Pennfylvania be requefted to fur-

ni(h of their militia 6000
Maryland of their militia - 3400
Delaware government of their militia 600

Refolved, That the militias be engaged to the firft day of De-
cember next, unlefs fooner difcharged by Congrefs :

That the pay of the militias commence from the day of their

marching from home, and that they be allowed one penny a mile

lawful money, in lieu of rations for travelling expcnces, and one

day's pay for every twenty miles between home and the general

rendezvous going and returning :

That three major generals, and two brigadier generals be added

to the continental eftabllfhment of general officers, and that the va-

cancies in the offices of adjutant general, and quarter mafter general

be filled up :

That the general afTembly of the colony of Maflachufetts-Bay,

the governor and afl'embly of the colony of Connefticut, the con-

ventions of New-York and New-Jerfey, and the feveral conven-

tions of fuch other of the United Colonies, in which there are any

lead mines, be requefted to tranfmit to Congrefs with all conveni-

ent difpatch the ftate and condit'cn of the lead mines in their re-

fpeftive colonies, and ufe the moft fpeedy means to procure their

being wrought to effe£l

:

That it be earneftly recommended to the aflemblies, conventions,

and committees of fafety of the United Colonies, to fall upon the

moft effectual means of removing theftock, grain, and meal, from

fuch parts of their refpeftive colonies, as are invaded, or are in im-

minent dangei- of being invaded by the enemy :

That two provincial brigadier generals be employed in the Ca-

nada department; one from Maffichufetts-Bay, and one from Con-

necticut :

That four provincial brigadier generals be employed in the

New-York department ; one fropi MafTachufetts-Bay, one from

Connedicut, one fi-om New-York, a_nd one from New-Jerfey :

That
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That three provincial brigadier generals be employed for the

flying camp ; two from Pennfylvania, and one from Maryland :

That the faid brigadier generals be appointed by the refpeftive

cofonies above mentioned :

That the commander in chief be authorifed to form and fix fuch

magazines of provilions and military ilores, as he may judge necef-

fary.

Rofolved, That to-morrow be affigned for eleAing the three major

generals and the two brigadier generals, and for filling up the va-

cancies in the offices of adjutant general, and quarter mafter general.

Refohcd, That the fecret committee be impowered to export

produce of thefe colonies to the foreign Weft-Indies, fufficient to

pay for ten thoufand ftand of arms, ordered to be procured from
thence by the committee of fecret correfpondence.

Refohcd, i'hat this Congrefs will to-morrow again refolve itfelf

into a committee of the whole, to take into their farther confidera-

tion the report of the committee of conference.

The feverai matters to this day referred, being poftponed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Tuesday, June 4, 1776.

Refohed, That an order for 800 dollars be drawn on the treafur-

ers, in favour of Jofeph Swift, jun. being in full of a draught the

loth May, in his favour by B. Franklin, S. Chafe, and Charles

Carroll of Carrollton, commifiioners in Canada ; for value by them
received there, and employed in the public fervice.

Refohed, That it be recommended to the affemblies and Conven-

tions of the colonies, requefted to fupply or furnifh militia by the

refolutions of yefterday, to take particular care that the militias

come provided with arms, accoutrements, and camp kettles.

A letter of the 3d from William Palfrey, paymafter general,

was laid before Congrefs and read;

Refohed, That it be referred to the committee, to whom the let-

ters received the 2 ift of May laft were committed.

A letter of the 31ft of May from John Macpherfon, was laid

before Congrefs and read
;

Refohed, That it be referred to Mr. Read, and Mr. M'Kean,
who are directed to confer with Mr. Macpherfon.

A petition from colonel Turbutt Francis, was prefented to

Congrefs and read
;

Refohed, That it be referred to a committee of feven r

The members chofen, Mr. Hewes, Mr. Harrifon, Mr. W. Li-
vingfton, Mr. Wythe, Mr. R. R. Livingfton, Mr. Lynch, and
Mr. Braxton.

Refohed, That the fecret committee be direfted to deliver the

mufltets lately imported, to colonel Shee for the ufe of his batta-

lion,

Refohed,
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Refohed, That captais Herman Allen, have leave to withdraw

the petition by him delivered in behalf of the inhabitants of the

New-Kampfliire grants, he reprefenting that he has left at home
feme papers and vouchers neceffary to fupport the allegations

therein contained.

Refolved, That the committee of fafety of Pennfylvania be im-

powered to negoriatc with captain Bellew on the bell terms they

can for an exchange of the prifoners on board the Liverpool; pro-

vided always, that this fhall not be conllrued fo as to enable them

to deliver up lieutenant Bogar and lieutenant Ball in the exchange.

Agreeable to order, Congrefs refolved itfclf into a committee of

the whole, to take into their farther confideration the reports of

the committee of conference, and after feme time fpent thereon,

the prefident refumed the chair, and Mr. Harrifon reported that

the committee have taken into their farther confideration the mat-

ters to them referred, and have come to fome farther refolutions

thereon, but not having yet come to a conclufion, directed him to

move for leave to fit again.

The refolutions agreed to by the committee of the whole Con-

grefs being read,

Refolved, That the confideration thereof be poftponed till to-

morrow.

Refolved, That this Congrefs will to-morrow again refolve itfelf

into a committee ofthe whole, to take into their farther conjidera-

tion the reports of the committee of conference.

The feveral matters to this day referred, being poftponed:

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Wednesday, Jime 5, 1776.

A letter of the 2d from major general Putnam, with fundry let-

ters and papers inclofed, was laid before Congrefs and read
;

Refolved, That the fame be referred to the committee on prifon-

ers.

A letter from the committee of Greenwich in Cumberland coun-

ty, in Ncw-Jerfey, dated the 3d, was laid before Congrefs and

read, informing that the floop Betfy and Ann, B. T. mafber ; was

arrived therefrom Bermudas, with i70obufhels of fait, and two
puncheons of rum, which he is defirous of exchanging for provi^

fions, which the inhabitants of Bermudas are in extreme want of;

whereupon,

Refolved, That the faid mafier be allowed to exchange his cargo

for provifions, and to export the fame under the infpe6tion and di-

^efiion of the committee of Greenwich, who are defired to take an

oath or fuch other fecurity as they think proper of the faid mafter*

that he will carry the fame to the ifiands of Bermudas, and will

ufe his utmofl endeavours to avoid all Englirn men of war and cut-

ters.
'

Congrefs
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Congrefs took into confideration the report from the committee

of the whole ; whereupon,

Refolved, That a committee of five be appointed to confider what

is proper to be done with perfons giving intelligence to the enemy
or fupplying them with provifions:

The members chofen, Mr. J. Adams, Mr. JefFerfon, Mr. Rut-
ledge, Mr. Wilfon, and Mr. R. Livingfton.

Refolved, That the deputy commiffaries general, deputy quarter

matters general, deputy adjutants general, and deputy mufter maft-

ers general make regular returns and reports to Congrefs, and to the

refpeftive officers to whom they are deputies, at leaft once a month,

and that the principals alfo make returns to Gongrefs at the fame

periods:

That the pay mafter general, and the deputy pay matters general,

make monthly returns to Congrefs of their expenditures, and the

Hate of the military chefts in their feveral departments:

That the ttying camp be under the command of fuch continental

general officers as the commander in chief fhall direft

:

That expreffes be eftabliftied between the feveral continental potts:

That the militia when in fervice be regularly paid and viftualled

in the fame manner as the continental troops

:

That the aids de camp of the commander in chief rank as lieu-

tenant colonels

:

That the aids de camp of major generals rank as majors:

That Robert Hanfon-Harrifon,Efq; have the rank of lieutenant

colonel in the continental army :

That the affiftant quarter matters be allowed captains pay :

That the pay of regimental furgeons be augmented to thirty thfec

dollars and one third of a dollar a month.

Refolved, That a committee to confitt of one member from each

colony be appointed to confider of ways and means of eftablifliing

expreffes between the feveral continental potts:

Themembfrs are, Mr. Bartlett, Mr. S. Adams, Mr. Ellery,

Mr. Woolcot, Mr. Lev/is, Mr. W. Livingfton, Mr. Franklin, Mr.

Rodney, Mr. Rogers, Mr. Braxton, Mr, Hewes. Mr. Lynch, jun.

and Mr. Gwinnet.

Congrefs then proceeded to the eleftion ofan adjutant general, and

quarter mafter general, to fill up the vacancies in thofe offices,

when the ballots being taken and examined,

Jofeph Reed, Efq. was elected adjutant general, and

Stephen Moylan, Efq. was eleiled quarter mafter general.

Refolved, That Jofeph Reed, Efq. have the pay of 125 dollars

a month, and the rank of a colonel :

That Stephen Moylan, Efq. have the pay of So dollars a month,

and the rank of colonel.

Refolved, That the election of major generals be poftponed.

Refolved, That no perfon fhall be appointed to any place of profit.

Vol. II. C c unlefs
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unlef!; the perfon to be appointed fhall have a majority of the voices

of the colonies reprefcntcd at the time of the eleclion.

Congrefs then proceeded to the eleftioti of two brigadier generals

when the ballots beine taken the foUowins: crentlemen were duly e-

lefted:

John Whitecombe, Efq.

Hugh Mercer, Efq.

The order of the days and the feveral matters to this day referred

being poilponed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to morrow.

Thursday, Jum6. 1776.

Sundry letters were laid before Congrefs and read, v:z.

Two from major gen Schuyler of the 31ft May, and ift June :

One from the commiffioners in Canada, of the 27th and 28th of

May :

Three from general Thomas, of which two to the commiffioners

of the 1 5th and 20th May, and one to general Wooiler of the 27th

of the fame month :

" Three from brigadier genera! Arnold of the 17th 25th and 27th of

May, to the commiffioners in Canada, inclofmg a cartel entered into

between him and capt. Fofter for exchange of prifoners :

One from brigadier general Thompfon of the 25th of faid month
to the commiffioners.

Refohed, That a ccTiy of the letter from the commiffioners be fent

to general "VVafinngton:

That brigadier general Wcofterbe diredled immediately to repair

to head quarters at New York:
That the letters received and read be referred to a committee of

live;

The members chofen, Mr Sherman, Mr Wythe, Mr Seargeant,

Mr. F. Lee , and Mr. Gwinnet.

The draught of a fpeech to be delivered to the indians being read

\vas agreed to :

RsfolveJ, That the delivery of it be deferred for fome days.

The committee of claims reported that there is due.

To captain Willir.m Weft, for expences in conducting money to

Willlamfturir, horfc hire, &c. included, the fum of 2 10 1^ dollars:

To Melchior Meng, for twenty one days hire of his waggon and
hordes carrying money to Virginia, the fum of 42 dollars:

To Benjamin Towne, the fum of 26^2. dollars for cartouch -
•' 90

boxes, being fo much paid him lefs than the price contrafted for :

To Robert Porter, for accoutrements for colonel Hartley's regi-

ment, the fum of i8Af- dollars, and that the fame ought to be

charged to the faid regiment;

To John Kuntz, the fum of 2 1£° dollars, of which fum there is
^ so

due



June, 177(5. 203

due for entertaining general Lee's guards the fum of i^£^ dollars,

and for exprefies, the fum of lo^f^ dollars: * "

90
To Michael Stadleman, for entertaining general Lee's guard, the

fum of 1 1±± dollars

:

To Benjamin Smith, for board and accomodations for prifoners
at Trenton, the fum of 3i_t_ dollars, which became due before the

9 o

regulation of Congrefs determining the price of their board, took
place:

For expences in apprehending Henry Edwin Stanhopeand George
Gregory, who broke their parole and ran away from Northampton
in Conaefticat, the fum of ^^.±2. dollars and that the fame oueht

90 '-'

to be charged to the fald Stanhope and Gregory :

Ordered., That the faid accounts be paid.

The marine committee having recommended fa ndry gentlemen

for captains and fubaltern officers for the ihips building or built for

the continent:

RefolveJ, That Thomas Thompfon be appointed captain of the

frigate built in New Harapfhire:

J
,

P ,. > for thofe buildina: in Rhode Mand:
oamuel iomkins 3

Chriftopher Miller for one of thofe building at New York:

Nicholas Biddle ~\

?l-„
'

-r,' J > for thofe buIldlntT In Philadelohia :

1 homas Kead f o *

Charles Alexander J
James Nicholfon for that building in Maryland.

Refohed, That the fiames of the thirteen frigates be the Congrefs,

Randolph, Hancock, Wafhington, Trumbull, Raleigh, Effing-

ham, Montgomery, Warren, Bofton, Virginia, Providence, and
Delaware.

Refilved, That Ifrael Turner be firft lieutenant, Jofeph Doble fe-

cond lieutenant, Mark Dennet third lieutenant of capt. Manly's /liip,

Refohed, That the marine committee be impowered to afnx the

names to each particular fnlp, and determine the veffel, which each

captain is to take command of:

That the marine committee be impowered and direfted to confider

the propriety of building two more 111 ips of war and their fize and
report to Con^-refs.

Refohed, That three members be added to the committee ap-

pointed to devife ways and means for raifing ten millions of dollars

voted the 6th. of May :

The members chofen, Mr, Braxton, Mr. R. Livingfton, and Mr.
Tilghman.

Refohed, That Do£lor Jonathan Potts be employed as a phyfician

and furgeon in the Canada department, or at lake George as the

eeneral
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general fhall direft, but that this appointment fhall not fupercede
Dott. Stringer.

Refohedy That an exprcfs be fent to Hugh Mercer, Efq; who
was yefterday appointed a brigadier general, with his comnrtiffion,

and that he be defired immediately to repair to head quarters at

New-York.
A memorial of Jacob Ummenfetter was prefented to Congrefs

and read:

Refolved., That It be referred to the committee appointed to con-

traft for the calling of cannon.

The feveral mattery to this day referred, being poftponed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Friday, Jnne 7, 1776.

The committee to whom was referred the letter from Efeck

Hopkins, commodore of the continental fleet, dated Providence,

May 22d, brought in their report, which being taken into confi-

deration was agreed to ; whereupon,

Refolved, That Mr. Charles Walker of New-Providence, be paid

the value of the.floop Endeavour, as alfo of four tons of lignum vi-

tae, and one hundred cedar pofts, taken by the faid commodore,
for the ufe of the colonics, and the damages the faid Walker has

fuftained by the taking and detention of the faid veiTel, lignum vitse

and pofts ; the faid Walker giving a full acquittance for the faid

veffel, goods and damages.

Refolved, That the governor of the colony of Connefticut be re-

quefted to appoint judicious and difinterefted perfons to appraife

the veffel and goods aforefaid, at the time when they were taken,

for the fervice of the colonies, and to eftimate the full damages fuf-

tained by the faid Vv^alker, and report to this Congrefs forthwith,

that the faid Walker may be indemnified by this Congrefs.

Refclved, That the faid Walker have his election to receive his

veCei again, and the hire of her, and his damages, or the value of

her to be afcertained as aforefaid.

Congrefs took into confideration the report of the committee on

the refolutions of the convention of South-Carolina, refpefting th^

battalions raifed in that colony, and after fome debate,

Refolved, That it be recommitted.

Conp-refs beino- informed that complaint is made with refpedl to

the powder manufaftured at Ofwald Eve's mill

:

Refolved, That Mr. Wifner, Mr. Paine, and Mr. R. Livingfton

be a committee to inquire into the defe<S, and take meafures to

have it remedied.

Certain refolutions refpefting Independency being moved and

feconded,

Refolved, That the confideration of them be referred till to-mor-

fow mcrr.ir.g ; and that the members be enjoined to attend punftu-
• ^

ally
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aiiy at ten o'clock, in order to take the fame into their confidera--

tion.

The committee to whom was referred the confideration of the

attempt made to counterfeit the bills of credit emitted by Congrefs,
brought in their report

:

Ordered to lie on the table for confideration.

The feveral matters to this day referred being pofiponed :

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Saturday^ June. 8. 1776.

Refolvedt That the refolutions refpefting Independency be re-

ferred to a committee of the whole Congrefs:

The Congrefs then refolved ilfelf into a committee of the whole,

and after fome time the prefident refumed the chair, and Mr. Har-
rifon reported that the committee have taken into confideration the

matter to them referred, but not having come to any refolution

thereon, direfted him to move for leave to fit again on Monday.
Refolved, That this Congrefs will on Monday next, at 10 o'clock,

refolve itfelf into a committee of the whole, to take into their far-

ther confideration the refolutions referred to them.

A petition of John Bayard, Jofeph Deane, and William Er-
fldne, being prefented to Congrefs and read.

Refolved, That the fecret committee be dire£led to fell the pe-

titioners 550 lb. of powder, and 400 lb. of fwivel and grape-fhot

for the life of their privateer Hancock, and alfo 750 lb. of powder
before applied for.

The feveral .natters to this day referred being poftponed

;

Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday.

Monday, Jtme 10, 1776.

Sundry letters were laid before Congrefs and read, viz.

Two from general Wafhington of the 7th and 8th, together

with copies of twenty one letters and papers from general Schuyler

and others:

One from the commiflioners in Canada, of the f7th of May j and

One from captain Herman Allen.

Refolved, That the faid letters and papers be referred to the

committee appointed on the 6th, to confider fundry letters that

day read.

A letter from Stephen Moylan, Efq; exprefling his grateful

thanks to Congrefs for appointing him to the office of quarter-

mafter general ; and a letter from the convention of New-York of

the 7th, were laid before Congrefs and read.

Refolved, That the pay of the continental troops in the middle

department be henceforth the fame as that of the troops in the

eaftern.

Refolved
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Kefehcd, That to-morrow be affigned for the appoiRtment of a

deputy pay-mafter general for the eaftern department.

Agreeable to order, the Congrefs refolved itfelf into a committee

©f the whole, to take into their farther confideration the refoluti-

ons to them referred, and after fome time fpent thereon, the pre-

fident refumed the chair, and Mr. Harrifon reported that the com-

mittee have had under confideration the matters referred to them,

arid have come to a refolution thereon, which they direded him to

report

.

The refolution agreed to in committee of the whole Congrefs

being read,

Refoived, That the confideration of the firft refolution be poft-

poned to Monday the firft day of July next; and in the mean while,

that no time be loft, in cafe the Congrefs agree thereto, that a com-

mittee be appointed to prepare a declaration to the effeft of the

faid firft refolution, which is in thefe words, " That thefe United
*' Colonies are, and of right ought to be, free and Independant
" ftates ; that they are abfolved from all allegiance to the Britifh

*' crown ; and that all political conneftion between them and the

«' ftate of Great- Britain is, and ought to be totally diflblved."

The feveral matters to this day referred being poilponed :

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow. •

Tuesday, Jime \\. 1776.

Two letters of the 9th and loth from general Wafhington were

read and referred to the committee appointed on the 6th.

A letter from H. E. Stanhope of the nth, and one from E.

"Webb of the 12th of May, both dated from Northampton goal
j

alfo one from Mrs. Connolly, were read :

Refohc'dy That thefe be referred to the conj'mittee on prifoners.

Refoived, That "a committee of three be appointed to confider of

a compenfation to the fecretary for his fervices :

The members chofen, Mr. J. Adams, Mr. Rutledge, piid Mr.

Hewes.
RepAved, That an order for 10,000 dollars be drawn on the

treafurer, in favour of Carpenter Wharton, for the ufe of the

Pennfylvania battalions, he to be accountable.

Refoived, That the fum of one hundred and fifty dollars be paid

the indian interpreter for his fervices, and to defray his expences.

The prefent for the indians being provided, they were called in,

and the fpeech agreed to was delivered as follows

:

" Brothers, "We hope the friendihip that is between you and ns

will be firm, end continue as long as the fun fhall (hine, and the

waters run, that we and you may be as one people, and have but

one heart, and be kind to one another as brethren.
^

Brothers, The king of Great-Britain hearkening to the evil

council of fome of his foolilli young men, is angry with us, be-

cauf?
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cauTe we will not let him take away from us our land and all that

we have, and give it to them, and becaufe we will not do every-

thing that he bids us, and hath hindered his people from bringing

goods to us, but we have made provifion for getting fuch a quanti-

ty of them, that we hope we fliall be able to fupply your wants as

formerly.

Brothers, We fhall order all our warriors and young men not

to hurt you or any of your kindred, and we hope you will not

fufFer any of your young men to join with our enemies, or to do a-

r.y wrong to us, that nothing may happen to make any quarrel be-

tween us.

Brothers, We defire you to accept a few necelTaries, which we
prefent you with, as tokens of our good will towards you."

The prefents being delivered, the indian chief begged leave to

give a name to the prefident ; the fame being granted, an Ononda-
go chief arofe, and faluted the prefident by the name of Karan-
duaan, or the Great Tree, by which name he informed him the

prefident will be known among the fix nations.

After which the indians took their leave and withdrew.

A letter from brigadier general Sullivan, dated at St. Johns,
June I, was laid before Congrefs and read.

Refohed, That colonel Shee and colonel Magaw, be ordered

immediately to march with their regiments to New -York.

Refolved, That the fecret committee be dire^ed to lend the

committee of fafety of Pennfylvania, four tons of powder.

Refolved, That letters be fent by exprefs to the feveral colonies

who are to furnilh militia for the defence of New-York, acquaint-

ing them of the neceffity of forwarding the fupplies with all poffi-

bie difpatch.

Refolved, That the committee for preparing the declaration con-

fift of hve :

The members chofen, Mr. JefFerfon, Mr. J. Adams, Mr. Frank-
lin, Mr. Sherman, and Mr. R. R. Livlngfton,

Refolved, That a committee be appointed to prepare and digeft

the form of a confederation to be entered into between thefe colo-

nies.

That a committee be appointed to prepare a plan of treaties to be

propofed to foreign powers.

Mr. Chafe, and Mr. Carroll of Carrollton, two of the commif-

fioners being arrived from Canada, attended and gave an account

of their proceedings, and the ftate of the army in that country.

The feveral matters to this day referred, being poftponed :

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Wednesday, June 12, 1776.

Colonel Roberdeau, on behalf of the owners of the privateers

which have taken fome prizes, on board of which was a quantity

of
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of dollars to the amount of 22,000. having tendered to Congrefs

the moiety belonging to them, in exchange for continental bills of
credit :

Refohed^ That their offer be accepted, and that application be
made to the agent for the men, for the moiety belonging to them,
and that continental money be given them in lieu thereof.

Congrefs proceeded to the eledlion of a deputy pay mafter gene-
ral for the eaftern department, and the ballots being taken,

Ebenezer Hancock was elected unanimoufly.

Refolved, That the fum of 150,000 dollars be fent to Mr. E.
Hancock, deputy paymafter general for the ufe of the continental

troops in the eallern department.

The committee, to whom colonel Hand's letter of the 3d of

May lail was referred, brought in their report, which was taken

into confideration ; whereupon,

Refolved, That general Wafhington be direfted to order the rif-

fles of fuch men belonging to the riffle regiment as will not re-

inlift to be purchafed, and that the general order the payment out

of the military cheft :

That the riffle regiment be allowed a drummer and fifer to each

company

:

That yooo dollars be advanced to colonel Hand, to purchafe an
uniform for the riffle regiment, the faid fum to be flopped out of

the pay of the faid regiment.

Refolved, That captain Grier, who is returned from Virginia

with his detachment and a number of recruits, be direfted to join

the battalions on their march to New-York, and that Mr, C'

Wharton be direfted to fupply them with rations.

Refolved, That the fecret committee be direfted to deliver to

colonel Maojaw, for the ufe of his battalion, the 191 mufliets fent

up by captain Barry.

Refolved, That the committee to prepare and digeft the form of

a confederation to be entered into between thefe colonies, confift of

a member from each colony :

The members appointed, Mr. Bartlett, Mr, S. Adams, Mr.

Hopkins, Mr. Sherman, Mr. R. R. Livingfton, Mr. Dickinfoui

Mr. M'Kean, Mr. Stone, Mr. Nelfon, Mr. Hewes, Mr. E. Rut-

ledge, and Mr. Gwinnet.

Refolved, That the committee to prepare a plan of treaties to be

propdfed to foreign powers confift of live :

The members chofen, Mr. Dickinfon, Mr. Franklin, Mr. J.

Adams, Mr. Harrifon, and Mr. R. Morris.

Congrefs took into confideration the report of the committee on

a war office; whereupon,

Refolved, That a committee of Congrefs be appointed by the

name of a board of war and ordinance, to confift of five members.

That
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That a fecretary, and one or more clerks be appointed by Con-

grefs, with competent falaries, to affift the faid board in executing

the bufinefs of their department

:

That it fhall be the duty of the faid board, to obtain and keep

an alphabetical and accurate regitler of the names of all ofncers of

the land forces in the fervice of the United Colonies, with their

rank and the dates of their refpeftive commiffions ; and alfo regu-

lar accounts of the ftate and difpofition of the troops in the refpec-

tive colonies, for which purpofe the generals and officers comman-
ding in the different departments and pofts, are to caufe regular

returns to be made into the faid war office :

That they fhall obtain and keep exaft accounts of all the artille-

ry, arms, ammunition and warlike flores, belonging to the United

Colonies, and of the manner in which, and the places where the

fame fliall from time to time be lodged and employed ; and that

they fhall have the immediate care of all fuch artillery, arms, am-
munition, and warlike ftores, as fhall not be employed in aftuai

fervice ; for preferving whereof, they fliall have power to hire

proper magazines at the public expence :

That they fhall have the care of forwarding all difpatches from

Congrefs to the colonies and armies, and all monies to be tranfmit-

ted for the public fervice by order of Congrefs ; and of providing,

fuitable efcorts and guards for the fafe conveyance of fuch dif-

patches and monies, when it fhall appear to them to be neceffary
;

That they fhall fuperintend the raifing, fitting out, and dif-

patching all fuch land forces as may be ordered for the fervice of

the United Colonies :

That they fnall have the care and direftion of all prifoners of

war, agreeable to the orders and regulations of Congrefs :

That they fliall keep and preferve in the faid office in regular t-

dcr, all original letters and papers, which fhall come into th: d
office by order of Congrefs or otherwife, and fhall alio cauie all

draughts of letters and difpatches to be made or tranfcribeJ 'u

books to be fet apart for that purpofe, and fhall caufe fair entrus

in like manner to be made, and regiflers preferved of all other bufi-

nefs, which fhall be tranfacled in the faid office :

That before the fecretary or any clerk of the war office fliall en-

ter on his office, they ffiall refpeftively take and fubfcrlbe the fol-

lowing oath, a certificate whereof fhall be filed in the faid office,

" I A. B. do folemnly fwear, that I will not direftiy or indi-

reftiy, divulge any matter or thing, which fhall come to my know-
ledge as fecretary of the board of war and ordinance, (or clerk of

the board of war and ordinance) eftablifned by Congrefs, without

the leave of the faid board of war and ordinance, and that I will

faithfully execute my faid office according to the befl of my flciU

and judgment. So help me God."
Vol. II. D d That
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That the faid board of war be authorifed to hire fuitable apart-

ments, and provide books, papers, and other neceflaries at the con-

tinental expence, for carrying on the bufinefs of the faid office.

The committee to whom the feveral letters from the commiffion'*

ers in Canada, and major general Schuyler, with the papers en-

clofed therein were referred, brought in their report, which was

read.

The commiflloners to Canada alfo brought in a report In writ-

ing, which was read.

Refolved, That the faid two reports be referred to the committee

of the whole Congrefs.

Congrefs then refolved itfelf into a committee of the whole, to

take into confideration the reports to them referred, and after fome

time fpent thereon, the prefident refumed the chair, and Mr. Har-
rifon reported, that the committee have made fome progrefs in the

matters referred to them, but not having finiflied, direfted him to

move for leave to fit again.

Refolved, That this Congrefo will to-morrow again refolve itfelf

into a committee of the whole, to take into their farther confide-

ration the reports referred to them.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Thursday, June 13, 1776.

A letter from Mr. M'Kean dated 2 o'clock this morning, and a

letter from the committee of Lewis-town of the i ith, where laid

before Congrefs and read ; whereupon,

Refolved, That the fecret committee be direfted to forward one

ton of gun powder, and a proportionable quantity of lead, if to

be got, to the committee of fafety of the counties on Delaware,

for the ufeofthe militia in that government

:

That it be recommended to the aflembly of Pennfylvania imme-
diately to order a battalion of the provincial riffle men to march to

the affiilance of the militia in Delaw^are government

:

That it be recommended to the aflembly or committee of fafety

of Delaware government, to caufe all the difaffefted in their colo-

ny to be difarmed, and the arms to be difpofed of agreeable to a

former refolution of Congrefs :

That the commanding officer of the riffle battalion of aiTociators

in this city, be requelled to order a company of the faid battalion

to efcort the powder fent to the Delaware government, until they

fiiall reach the provincial battalion of riffleraen, ordered to marcii

to the affiilance of the Delaware militia.

A letter from James M'Lene, chairman of the committee of
Shippenfburg, enclofing certain refolutions refpefting fome powder
they have flopped, which was fent by Mr. L. Morris to George
Morgan, Efq; at Pittfburg, was laid before Congrefs and read.

Refolved,
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Hefohed, That the prefident return an anfwer, and inform the

committee, that the powder was fent to G. Morgan, Efq; by or-

der of Congrefs, and requeft them to ufe their endeavours to have

the fame forwarded with all fafety and difpatch to Mr. Morgan at

Pittfhurg.

A letter of the nth from the convention of New-York was alfo

read, and referred to the committee appointed the 6th.

Refolved, That the fecret committee be direfted to flop the ex-

portation of any falted provifions, which they may have ordered to

be made from New-York.
Refolved, That the fecret committee be direfted to deliver 100 lb.

of powder to the order of the committee appointed to contract for

the cafting of cannon.

Refolved, That an order for 600 dollars be drawn on the trea-

furers, in favour of captain James Grier, he to be accountable for

the fame, and to render an account thereof to the paymafter gene-

ral, upon his arrival at New-York.
Refolved, That the pay of the fecretary of the board of war and

ordinance, be at the rate of 800 dollars a year.

Congrefs having proceeded to the elecElion of a committee to

form the board of war and ordinance, the following members were

chofen,

Mr. J. Adams, Mr. Sherman, Mr. Harrifon, Mr. Wilfon, and

Mr. E. Rutledge:

Richard Peters, Efq; was elefted fecretary of the faid board.

The committee on qualifications having recommended Doftor
Benjamin Allifon, as furgeon to the lirft Pennfylvania battalion

now in Cauada,

George Tudor, to be captain of the company lately commanded
by Walter Stewart, in the third Pennfylvania battalion,

Mr. John Duguid, as a firil lieutenant in the faid third batta-

lion,

Mr. Herman Stout, as a fecond lieutenant in the faid battalion,

And Mr. Andrew Graydon, as an enfign in the faid battalion :

Refolved, That they be accepted, and that commiflions be

granted to them accordingly,

Congrefs then refolved itfelf into a committee of the whole, to

take into their farther confideration the reports to them referred,

and after fome time fpent thereon, the prefident refumed the chair,

and Mr. Harrifon reported, that the committee have made fome
farther progrefs in the matters referred to them, but not having

yet com.e to a conclufion, defired him to move for leave to fit again.

Refolved, That this Congrefs will to-morrow again refolve itfelf

into a committee of the whole, to take into their farther confidera-

tion the reports to them referred.

The marine committee reported, that complaints are made a-

gainft commodore E. Hopkins, captain Saltonftal, and capt. Whip-
ple,
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pie, for breacli of orders and other mal-praftices ; whereupon,

Refohed, That the marine commute be direfted to inirrm com-
modore E. Hopkins, captain Saltonftal, and captain Whipple, of
the complaints lodged againft them, and order them immediately
to repair to Philadelphia, to ar.iv/er foi their conduft.

RefrAvei, That in cafe the enemy's fhips of war attempt to come
up the river Delaware, tliat the fecret committee b; impowered
and direded to deliver fiici; a quantity of powder as they fhali

judge neceffary to the committee of fafety of Pennfylvania.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Friday, June 14, 1776.

Refohed, That an order for 1500 dollars be drawn on the trea-

furers, in favour of Mr. Geni-ge Evans, commifTary ; for the ufe of

the continental troops in Delawaie government, he to be account-

able.

A letter of the loth from the committee of fafety of Maryland,

was laid before Congrefj and read ; alfo 3 letter of the 16th of

May from the commiiiloners in Canada, recommending major Du-
bois to the notice of Congrefs for promotion.

Refohedy That the commanding officer in the barracks be direft-

ed to deliver the prifoner in his cuftody to the committee of fafety

of Pennfylvania, who are defired to treat him agreeable to former

refoluticns nf Congrefs.

A letter cf the 13th from general Wafhington, inclofing two let-

ters from major general Schuyler of the 8th, and fundry other

letters and papers was laid before Congrefs and read :

Refolved, That the fame be referred to the (landing committee

on indian affairs, and that the committee be diredled to fit forth-

A letter of the I'^th from W. Livingfton, inclofing a letter

from Thomas Little ot the 2d, was laid before Congrefs and read :

RefcheJ, That they be referred to the committee appointed to

inquire into and remedy the defefts of the powder manufaftured at

Mr. O. Eve's mill.

The committee, to v.'aom were referred the letters from general

Wafhington of the 9th and 10th, and a letter from the prefidcnt of

the convention of New York, with the papers inclofed, brought in

their report, which was taken int.. confideration ; whereupon,

Refohed, That it be recommended to the convention of the co-

lony of New-York, to make effedual provifion for detedling, re-

ftraining, and punifhing dibffefted and dangerous perfons in that

colony, and to prevent all perfons from having any intercourfe or

correfpondence with the enemy ; and that general Wafliington af-

ford his aid therein, when neceffary.

Whereas it has been reprefented to this Congrefs, that great

quantities of falted beef and pork have been purchafed for exporta-
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tion which if not reftrained may render the fupplles of the armiy dif-

ficult and uncertain

:

Refohed, therefore, That no falted beef or pork, except as much
as may be neceflary for the ufc of the crew, be exported from any

of the United Colonies in any vefTel, under any pretence whatever,

until the further order of this Congrefs.

The committee appointed to confider of a compenfation to the fe-

cretary for his fervices, brought in their report, which was agreed

to as follows

:

That the fum of one thoufand two hundred dollars be granted and

paid out of the public treafury to Charles Thompfon, fecretary to

the United Colonies, in confideration of his faithful fervices for one

year, ending the loth. of May laft.

The committee, to whom general Wafhington's letter of the 15th,

and major general Schuyler's of the 8th, were referred brought in

their report which was taken into confideration : whereupon,

Refohed, That general Schuyler and the other commiiTioners for

Indian affairs in the northern department be direfted immediately

to hold a conference vyith the fix nations; to engage them in our in-

terefl; upon the beft terms that can be procured, and treat v/ith them

on the principles and in the decifive manner mentioned in his letter:

That general Schuyler's preparations for immediately taking polt

at fort Stanwix and erecting a fortification there be approved of;

and that general Wafhington be inflrufted to give him dire6lions for

carrying that meafure into execution.

Refohed, That the committee on fpies be direfted to revife the

rules and articles of war, and to make fuch additions and alterations

as they may judge proper, and lay the fame before Congrefs for

their confideration.

A petition from Mrs. ***, was prefented to Congrefs and read

:

Refohed, That it be referred to the committee on fpies.

A memorial from the committee of fafety of Pennfylvania was pre-

fented to Congrefs and read; fetting forth, that a committee of the

aifembly accompanied by the general officers lately in town, anda

fldlful engineer, have viewed the river Delaware, and the fortifica-

tions and defences erefted at the expence of the colony of Penfylva-

nia,to oppofe and prevent the pafTage ofthe enemy's Ihips; and that

they have judo:ed it neceffary for farther fecurity that a redoubt

flionld be erected at Billingfport on the New-Jerfey fide, and that a

boom fhould be there thrown acrofs, or fome other obflruclions fixed

in the channel ; and praying as the place for the redoubt is out of

their government and as their colony has expended a very large fum

for the defence of the river, that the Congrefs would direct the works

to be done at the continental expence; whereupon,

Refohed, That the committee of fafety of Pennfylvania be im-

powered, at the continental expence, to ereft the redoubt and to

fix the boom or other obflruftipns at the places aforefaid.

Thomas
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Thomas Bales, blaekfmi;th, propofing to fiipply the continental

troops with a quantity of camp kettles of fheet iron at one and
one-third dollar each, provided he can hare credit for five tons of

flieet iron.

Refolved, That Timothy Matlack, Efq. be directed to write to

Thomas Mayberry of Mountholly, the manufadlurer of fheet iron,

to fend down to him five tons of fheet iron, for which he will be

paid on the delivery; and that Mr. Matlack be direfted to receive

the faid iron, and deliver it out as it may be wanted to Thomas
Bales, and receive the kettles as fait as made.

The matters to this day referred being poftponed :

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Saturday, June 15. 1776.

Sundry letters were laid before Congrefs and read, viz.

One from Mr. M'Kean of the 13th. and one from Mr. P. Peters:

One from general Wafhington of the 14th, inclofing the copy

of a letter from general Schuyler of the loth, and fundry other

papers

:

One from governor Trumbull of the loth, with fundry papers

inclofed :

One from David Waterbury of the 6th, with accounts inclofed.

Refolved, That the letter from D. Waterbury, with the accounts

inclofed, be referred to the committee of claims.

A letter from the committee of fafety of Virginia, of the 5th,

informing of the arrival of five tons of powder, on account of the

continent, was read ; whereupon,

Refolved, That one half of the faid continental powder be left in

Virginia, and the other half forwarded to the commanding officer

in South-Carolina,

Refolved, That a committee of three be appointed to take into

confideration the ftate of Georgia, and report thereon to Congrefs

:

The members chofen Mr. Hopkins, Mr. Harrifon and Mr. S.

Adams.
The marine committee having recommended

Mr. HeAor M'Neal to command the frigate Boflon
;

Mr. John Brown to be lieutenant of the fame;

Mr. Thomas Grennel to command the frigate Montgotnery

;

Refolved, That they be accepted, and that commiffions be grant-

ed to them accordingly.

A memorial from the owners of four private fhips of war, fitted

and fitting out in Philadelphia, was prefented to Congrefs and read:

Ordered to lie on the table.

The committee of claims reported, that there is due,

For expences of fick men belonging to the 6th Pennfylvania bat-

talion, the fum of 58!^ dollars, and that the fame ought to be

paid to captain Samuel Beaezet

:

To
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To Hugh Hodge, for fundry neceffaries for the fick of the third

Pennfylvania battalion, the fum of 34_ii. dollars

:

To Robert Erwin, waggon-mafter, for tranfporting falt-petre

from Egg-harbour to Cooper's ferry, the fum of 210L— dollars :

To Peter Agnew, for repairing arms for the fifth Pennfylvania

battalion, the fum of ii-i-^- dollars.

The faid committee farther reported, That Peter Noble, a fol-

dier belonging to colonel Hinman's battalion, (captain Watfon's

company) who was taken prifoner near Montreal, with colonel

Eathan Allen, ought to have the fum of 40 dollars advanced to

him and his receipt taken for the fame, as part of his pay.

Ordered, That the faid accounts be paid.

It being reprefented to Congrefs, that a number of officers,

whofe men left them laft winter in Canada, and who remained and
ferved there during the whole winter, were returned, and were de-

firous of being fome way employed and provided for

:

Refohed, That this cafe be referred to the board of war and or-

dinance, who are defired to iit as foon as conveniently they can,

and report thereon to Congrefs.

Refohed, That the prefident write to governor Trumbull, de-

firing that he will deliver to the agent of the committee of fafety of

Pennfylvania, the cannon and trucks ordered by Congrefs to be

taken from New-London, and that he be informed the Congrefs

expedt this refolution will be immediately complied with.

Refohed, That the letters from governor Trumbull, general

Wafhington and general Schuyler, be referred to the board of war
and ordinance.

Refohed, That the report of the committee on general Wafhing-
ton's letters of the 9th and icth, which was left unnnifhed, toge-

ther with the amendments moved and feconded, be referred to the

committee of the whole Congrefs.

The Congrefs then refolved itfelf intoa committee ofthe whole,

to take into their farther confideration the reports referred to them,
and after fome time fpent thereon, the prefident refumed the chair,

and Mr. Harrifon reported that the committee have had under

confideration the matters to them referred, and have come to fun-

dry refolutions thereon, which they ordered him to report ; but

not having yet finifiied, defired him to move for leave to fit a'j;ain.

The report from the committee of the whole being delivered in,

Refohed, That a committee of four be appointed to digeft and
arrange the feveral refolutions agreed to in the committee of the

whole, in order to be laid before Congrefs; and that the commit-
tee of the whole be difcharged of the reports, fo far as they relate

to the cartel entered into between brigadier general Arnold and
captain Forfter for an exchange of prifoners, and that the fame be
referred to the committee now to be appointed:

The
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The members chofen, Mr. Jefferfon, Mr. Braxton, Mr. Paine,

and Mr. Middleton.

Refolved, That this Congrefs will on Monday next again refolve

jtfelf into a committee of the whole, to take into their farther con-

lideration the reports to them referred.

Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday.

Monday, Jiuie 17. 1776.

A letter of the 7th of May from brigadier general Armllrong

;

and one of the 6th of June from the committee of Albany, were

laid before Congrefs and read.

The board of war and ordinance, to whom the letter from go-

vernor Trumbull of the loth of June was referred, brought in their

report, which was taken into confideration ; whereupon,

Refolved, That it be recommended to the governor and afiembly

of Connefticut, to fend the two battalions mentioned in the faid

letter as raifed, one for Bofton, and one for New-York, into Ca-

nada forthwith, as propofed in the faid letter ; and that a battalion

of militia be fent to Bofton, inftead of the one intended for that

place :

That blank commiflions be fent to governor Trumbull, for the

officers of the battalion intended for New-York ; the prefent exi-

gency requiring this meafure, the fame not to be drawn into pre-

cedent : .

That 10,500 dollars be paid into the hands of the delegates of

Connefticut, to be fent to that colony, to defray the expences of

raifmg the faid regiment

:

That governor Trumbull be informed, that Congrefs are of opi-

nion, that the provifion made by the late aft of affembly of Con-

iiefticut, for the purpofe of engaging one third of the militia on

the fea coaft, and one fourth in the interior part of that colony,

for the defence thereof, and of the neighbouring colonies, will by

no means anfwer the object the Congrefs had in view by their refo-

lution of the 3d of June ; and requeft that fuch fteps be taken by

the afiembly of that colony, as fhall feem to them moft likely to

carry into effeft the faid requifition.

Refolved, That commiffions be granted to the officers appointed

bv the affembly of Connefticut for the regiment ordered to be

raifed in that colony, for the fervice of the continent.

Refolved, That the fecret committee be direfled to fell two tons

ofgun-powder to the convention of New-Jerfey, for the ufe of their

militia.

The committee appointed to digeft and methodize the refoluti-

cns entered into by the committee of the whole, having performed

that fervice, brought in their report, which was taken into confi-

deration ; whereupon,

Refolved, That an experienced general be immediately fent into

Canada,
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Canada, with power to appoint a deputy adjutant-general, a depu-

t)- mufter-mafter general, and fuch other officers as he fliall find

neceflary for the good of the fervice, and to fill up vacancies in the

army in Canada, and notify the fame to Congrefs for their appro-

bation ; that he alfo have power to fufpend any officer there, till

the pleafure of Congrefs be known, he giving his reafons for fo

doing in the orders of fufpenfion, and tranfmitting to Congrefs as

foon as poffible, the charge againft fuch officer
;
provided, that this

power of fufpending officers and filling up vacancies, fliall not be

continued beyond the firll day of Odlober next

:

That general Wafhington be directed to fend major general

Gates into Canada, to take the command of the forces in that pro-

vince :

That no officer futtle or fell to the foldiers, on penalty of being

fined one month's pay, and difmiffed the fervice with infamy, on
convidlion before a court-martial :

That the baggage of officers and foldiers be regulated conform-

ably to the rules in the Britifh armies :

That all fales of arms, ammunition, cloathing, and accoutre*

ments made by foldiers, be void :

That no troops employed in Canada be difbanded there ; that

all foldiers in Canada ordered to be difbanded, or, whofe times of
inliftment being expired, fliall refufe to re-inlifl;, fliall be fent under
proper officers to Ticonderoga, or fuch other pofl; on the lakes %
the general ilial! direft, where they fliall be muftered, and the

arms, accoutrements, blankets, and utenfils which they may have
belonging to the public, fliall be delivered up, and depofited in the

public ftore :

That a deputy mufter-mafter general be immediately fent into

Canada

:

That the local commiffaries and quarter-mafters, appointed at

the different garrifons or pofts, fliall make weekly returns to the ge-
neral, of the provifions and itores in the places at which they may
happen to be ftationed :

That the general officers, deputy quarter-mafter general, local

commiffaries, pay-mafter in Canada, and all other perfons there,

who have received public monies, be ordered without delay to ren-'

der and fettle their accounts ; on which fettlement no p-eneral offi-

cer fhall receive pay as colonel of a regiment, nor field officer a.s

captain of a company :

That general Schuyler be direfted to make a gjood warro^on-road

from fort Edward to Chefliire's; to clear Wood creek, and to con-
ftruft a lock at Skenefborough, fo as to have a continued navigati-

on for batteaus from Chefhire's into lake Champlain
; to erect a

grand magazine at Chefliire's, and fecure it by a ftockade fort; to
eretl a faw-mill at Scoon creek ; to order ficilful perfons to furvey
and take the level of the vvaters falling into Hudfon's river near

Vol. II. E e fort
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fort Edward, and thofe which fall into Woodcreek. and interlock

with the former, particularly Jones' run and Half-way brook, the

latter of which is faid to difcharge itfelf into Wood creek at

Chefhire's ; that he be direfted to have a greater number of boats

and hands kept on Hudfon's river, at the diiferent ftations between

Albany and fort Edward, in order to fave the expence of waggon-
age ; that he be impowered to appoint proper officers to fuperin-

tend the carriage by land, and tranfportation by water, of provi-

iions, military ftores, and other things into Canada, that neither

wafte nor delay may arife therein ; that he build, with all expedi-

tion, as many gallies and armed veflels as, in the opinion ofhimfelf

and the general officer to be fent into Canada, fhall be fufficient to

make us indifputably mailers of the lakes Champlain and George
j

and that for this purpofe there be fent to him a mafter carpenter

acquainted with the conflruAion of the gallies ufed on the Dela-

ware, who (hall take with him other carpenters, and models alfo if

requifite ; and that it be fubmitted to general Schuyler, whether a

temporary fortification or intrenched camp, either at Crownpoint

or oppofite Ticonderoga, may be neceffary :

That the commiflary-general be direfted to fupply the army in

Canada with provifions, and to appoint proper officers under him
to receive and ilRie the fame at the feveral potts, taking the diredli-

ons of the general ; that he be impowered to contraft with proper

perfons in Canada for fupplyingthe army there with frelh provifions;

that he be directed to'purchafe for them a quantity of Albany peas,

and to furnifh as much bifcuit as may be neceffary : And that his

pay be raifed to, 150 dollars a month:

That the quarter-matter general be directed to provide and for-

ward fuch tents, cloathing, and utenfils as are wanted for the army

in Canada, fubjesft to the direction of the commander in chief:

That general Wafliington be direfted to fend into Canada fuch

fmall brafs or iron field pieces as he can fpare; that he be inttrufted

to iflue orders that no certificates be given in future by any but

brigadiers, quarter matters and their deputies, or a field officer on a

march or officer commanding at a detached pott:

That letters be written to the conventions of New-Jerfey and New
York and to the aflembly of Connefticut, recommending to them

to authorife the commander in chief in the colony of New-York to

call to the afliftance of that colony, when necefiity fhall require it,

fuch of the militia of thofe colonies as may be neceffary; and to

afford him fuch other afliftance as the fituation of affairs may re-

quire; and that it be further recommended to the convention of

New York to impower the faid commander in chief to impreis car-

riages and water craft, when neceffary for the public fervice, and

alfo to remove ffiips and other veffels in Hudfon's and the eaft rivers,

for the purpofe of fecuring them from the enemy :

That
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That the companies of riffle men from Virginia and Maryland

be regimented, and that the regiment be compleated to the original

number of the Pennfylvania battalion :

That the Pennfylvania battalion of riffle men be compleated to

their original ellabliihment

:

That two companies of the forces now in the Delaware govern-

ment, be ordered to Cape May :

That the committee appointed to contract for eannon be direfted

to procure a number of brafs or iron field pieces, to be made or

purchafed immediately :

That the com.mittee appointed to provide medicines be direfted

to fend a proper aflortment of medicines to Canada :

That Mr. James Meafe be direfted to purchafe and forward to

the quarter mafter general in New-York, as much cloth for tents as

he can procure :

That the committee appointed to provide ftockings and (hoes for

the troops in Canada, be direfted to purciafe fuch other articles as

may be wanted for the ufe of the foldiers in Canada, and fend the

fame to Albany, that they may be forwarded to the army in Cana-

da, and that they be particularly attentive to provide in time a fuf-

ficient number of leathern breeches and under waiftcoats, and fuch

other winter cloathing as may be neceflary for them:

That the faid committee be directed to forward with all expedi-

tion to the quarter mafter in Canada, fuch Ihoes as are already

provided

:

That prifoners taken by continental forces be not exchanged by
any authority but the continental Congrefs :

That all veffels which failed from the port or harbour of Bofton,

while the town of Bofton was in pofTeflion of the enemy, having on

board effefts belonging to the enemies of America, and which

have been or may be feized, be liable together with the faid effetls

to confifcation , in the fame manner and proportions as have been

heretofore refolved by Congrefs :

That the continental agents in the refpedive Colonies, where no

courts have been eitablifhed for the trial of captures, have power

and be direfted to difpofe at public fale, of fuch articles of a per-

Iftiable nature, as (hall be taken from the enemies of America, and

that the money arifing from fuch fale, be liable to the decree of

fuch court whenever eftablifhed:

That the inventory of the ordinance ftores taken by captain Man-

ly, be fent to general Waftiington, and that he be requefted to

appoint a perfon on the part of the colonies, to join one on the

part of captain Manly and his crew, who, having firft taken an

oath for that purpofe, (hall proceed to value the fame, and if they

cannot agree in the value, they fliall call in a third perfon to de-

termine the fame ; that the report of fuch perfons be returned to

Congrefs fo foon as may be, and the value of the ftores belonging

to
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to captain Manly and his crew, be thereupon tranfmitted to them. ,

Rejohed, That it be referred to the delegates of Maryland,

Pennfylvania, New-Jerfey, and New-York, to devife the mode of

raifing the battalion of Germans voted the 25th of May iaft.

Rtjo/ved, That the farther confideration of the report be poft-

poned till to-morrow.

The committee to whom was referred the cartel between briga-

dier general Arnold and captain Forfler for the exchange of prifo-

ners, and the feveral papers relating thereto, brou.ght in their re-

port, which was read :

Ordered to lie on the table.

The committee on the petition of colonel Turbut Francis report-

ed, that they had met on the bufinefs referred to them, that the

Indians refuied to be examined or to give evidence on the matter,

which prevented their proceeding, wherefore they delired to be dif-

charged
;

Refohed, That they be difcharged.

The committee on fpies brought in their report, which was

read :

Ordered to lie on the table.

The committee, to whom the letter from William Palfrey, Efq;

paymafter general were referred, brought in their report which

was read ; whereupon,

Refolvedf That the faid letters with the weekly returns inclofed

be delivered to the fuperintendants of the treafur'y, to be filed in

the auditor general's office.

The feveral aiatters to this day referred, being poftponed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Tuesday, June 18, 1776.

Sundry letters were laid before Congrefs and read, viz.

One from general Wafhington of the i6th, inclofing one from

general Ward of the 9th, and one from Wm. Palfrey of the i6th:

Three from general Schuyler of the i ith and 12th :

Two from brioadier general Sullivan of the 5th and 6th; and

Two from brigadier general Arnold of the 5 th and 6th:

Rejched, That thefe be referred to the board ofwar and ordinance.

A letter from W. Palfrey with a weekly return was read :

Ordered, To be delivered to the fuperintendants of the treafury.

A letter from J.Trumbull, commifiary general, of the 17th,

informing, that he has found it neceffary to order a quantity of

flour to be purchafed in Philadelphia, and that to pay for the

fame, he has drawn on the prefident in favour of Mr. Matthew

Erwin, for 60,000 dollars, and as he fliall be under the necefiity of

giving orders for purchafing pork and flour in Philadelphia, defir-

ing to know whether he may, from time to time, continue to drav/

on the prefident for the payment of thpfe articles :



June, 1776. 221

Refohcd, That the prefident pay fuch bills as are or may be

drawn by Jofeph Trumbull, Efq; for the purpofes above mention-

ed, and that the fame as paid be charged to his account

A letter from the committee of fafity of Pennfylvania, requeft-

ing the opinion of Congrefs, whether perfons taken on board mer-

chants fhips and river craft, ought to be exchanged for feamen ta-

ken from the enemy's fiiipsof war :

Refolved, That the prefident inform the committee of fafety,

that the Congrefs judge it improper that fuch exchange be made.

Refolved, That Gunning Bedford, Efq; deputy mufter matter

general ; be promoted to the rank of mufter matter general, and

that he be directed immediately to repair to head quarters at New-
York. •

Refolved, That genera! Wafhington be impowered and direfted,

to nominate and fend a deputy mufter mafter general to Canada.

Refolved, That two members be added to the committee for fu-

perintending the treafury:

The members chofen, Mr. Hewes, aad Mr. M'Kean.

A memorial fi'om Dr. John Morgan, director general and chief

phyfician of the hoipital, was laid before Congrefs and read :

Refolved, That it be referred to the committee appointed to pro-

vide medicines.

The committee, to whom the report on the refolutions of the

convention of South-Carolina refpetling the battalions raifed in

that colony were re-committed, brought in their report, which

was taken into confuleration : whereupon the Congrefs came to

the following refolutions :

Whereas the Congrefs on the 4th day of November laft, refolv-

ed, that for the defence of South-Carolina there be kept up in that

colony, at the continental expence three battalions of foot, each

battalion to confift of the fam.e number of men and officers, to be

upon the fame pay and under the lame regulations as the continen-

tal army ; and on the 25th day of March laft refolved, that the

convention or council of fafety of South-Carolina be permitted to

raife and embody two other battalions, and that they be on the

pay and at the expence of the continent as foon as they fliall be

armed lit for fervice, and accordingly muttered ; and whereas the

convention of South-Carolina on the 22d day of February laft,

ordered that their council of fafety return the thanks of that colo-

ny to the Congrefs for their attention to its fecurity ; that they

ftate the peculiar circumftances and the heavy expences, which
have been and will be incurred by that colony in the meafures ne-

cefTarv for its defence, and that they requeft the Congrefs to allou'

that colony fo much money as the expences of three battalions upon
the continental eftablifhment would amount to for one year, and to

give continental rank to the officers of the three regiments raifed

in June, and of the regiment of artillery raifed in November,
from
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from the dates of their refpeftive commiffions, or at leaft from the
fourth day of November, when they refolved to allow that colony
three battalions ; and whereas the delegates from that colony in

Congrcfs have reprefented the peculiar circuraftances and heavy ex-
pences of that colony ; and that the troops raifed in it were inlift-

ed for three years, upon a different eftablifhment of pay, and un-
der different articles of war, fo as to render it inconvenient to

place them In all refpefts upon the continental eftablifhment •

therefore,

Refolved, That the battalion of artillery, and the two battalions

of foot raifed in South-Carolina, and kept up in that colony for

the defence of the fame, be confidered as continerital forces, and al-

lowed the fame pay, rations and difburfements as other forces on
the continental eflablifhment

:

That the two battalions under the command of colonels Gadf-
den and Moultrie, be allowed all the advantages of the continental

eftablifhment, from the fourth of November laft, and the regiment

of artillery from the time when the fame was ordered to be raifed

by the convention of South-Carolina :

That the two battalions of rifHemen raifed in and for the de-

fence of the faid colony, be confidered as continental troops from

the 25th day of March laft, and be intitled to all the advantages of

the fame

:

That all the above mentioned troops be liable to the articles for

the government of the forces in the faid colony :

That the faid forces be continued on the continental eftablifh-

ment until the expiration of their inllftment, unlefs they fhall be

fooner difbanded by Gongrefs :

That not more than one third of the effeftlve men of the above-

mentioned forces be ordered out of the faid colony, without the

exprefs order of Congrefs, or the confent of the prefident of that

colony.

Refolved, That Mr. Heyward and Mr. Hall, be added to the

committee for providing medicines.

Refolved, That Mr. Rodgers be appointed a member of the ma-

rine committee.

Refolved, That a commlfGoner be appointed to fettle In Canada

the debts due on certificates, given by officers to the Canadians for

carriages and other fervices ; and to fettle the accounts for fuch

goods, as may have been feized through necelTity for the ufe of the

army ; that it be given in Inftruftion to him, to attend particularly

to the cafe of Mr. Bernard, and that In fettling the certified debts,

he ftate carefully the names of all thofe who have given certificates,

the nature of the fervice, and the time when performed, and re-

turn the whole when fettled and ftated to the committee of treafury,

to be by them examined and difcharged :

That Thurfday next be affigned for elefting the faid commif-

fioner. Refolved^



June, 1776. 223

Re/ohed, That no man in thefe colonies charged with beino- a

tory, or unfriendly to the caufe of American liberty, be injured in

his perfon or property, or in any manner whatever difturbed, un-

jefs the proceeding againft him be founded on all order of this Con-
grefs or the - affembly, convention, council or committee of fafety

of the colony, or committee or infpe6lion and obfervation of the

diftrift where he relides
;
provided that this refolution fhall not

prevent the apprehending any perfon found in the commifQon of

fome aft deftrudlive of American liberty,, or juftly fufpedled of a
defign to commit fuch a£l and intending to efcape, and bringing

fuch perfon before proper authority for examination and trial.

Information being given that fome of the officers, who were
prlfoners at Lebanon, in the colony of Pennfylvania, have, in vio-

lation of the parole by them given and fubfcribed, made their ef-

cape
;

Rejhhsd, That it be referred to the board of war and ordinance

to coniider what fteps are neceffary to be taken on the occafion.

The ieveral matters to this day referred, being poftponed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow,

Wednesday, Jtine 19, 1776.

A letter from the convention of New-Jerfey of the i8th, inclof-

jng- an ordinance for raifing 3300 militia for the defence of New-
York, together with their proceedings in apprehending AVilliam

Franklin, Efq; late governor of that colony, was la ^1 before Con-
grefs and read ; whereupon,

Refolved, That it be recommended to the convention of New-
Jerfey, to proceed on the examination of Mr. Franklin, and if up-
on fuch examination they fhall be of opinion that he (hould be con-

fined, to report fuch opinion to this Congrefs, and then the Con-
grefs will direft the place of his confinement, they concurring in

fentiment with the convention of New-Jerfey, that it would be im-
proper to confine him in that colony.

The board of war and ordinance, to whom fundry letters and
papers were referred, particularly one from general Wafhington
of the I'^th, brought in their report, which was taken into con-

fidei-ation ; whereupon,

Refolved, That the commiffions granted by brigadier general

Sullivan, to fundry officers in Canada, mentioned in general

Wafhington's letter, be approved and confirmed
;
provided genera!

Gates and the general officers in Canada, on confultation, fliall.

think the meafure will conduce to the public fervlce :

That 300,000 dollars be fentto the paymafter general at NeW'
York, for the ufe of the army.

The committee of claims reported, that there is due.

To John Jervis, for horfe-hire, ferriages, &c. the fum of :»2 -' -^

dollars: ^ "
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To John Bruce, the fum of 13!-^- dollars, being thebalanceof

his bill for cartouch boxes:
'

To Jofeph Fernaur, the fum of I7_l_ dollars, the balance of

his bill for tin cartouch boxes

:

To Sacheveral Wood, the Sum of 18711 ^ dollars, for vlduallins:'9-0" ' o
prifoners confined in gaol by order of Congrefs :

To George Reinhart, for the carriage of powder, arms and

bullets, the fum of 20-i-^ dollars :

To Thomas Harvey, for cafh paid by him for guards of pow-
der waggons, and alfo his bills for ferriages, the hire of waggons,

&c. the fum of 27^.-^ dollars, and that the fame ought to be paid

to Samuel Hillegas, Efq:
;

To Mary Thomas, for nurfing and boarding two of captain Be-

nezet's men in the fmall-pox, the fum of 12 dollars :

Ordered, That the laid accounts be paid.

A mutler roll of the ninth Virginia battalion, commanded by
colonel Flemming, taken the 3iil of May laft, was laid before

Congrefs ; whereupon,

Refohed, That the faid battalion be taken into continental pay

from the faid 31ft day of May.

Refohed, That one ton of gun -powder be fent to the colonel or

commanding officer of the faid battalion :

That the ';ommittee for preparing medicine chefcs, be diredled

to fend one to the furgeon of the faid battalion.

Refohed, That the marine committee be directed to carry into

execution the refolution of the 1 7th, for fending carpenters to

general Schuyler.

A memorial from the mates of the hofpital was laid before Con-

grefs and read

:

Refohed, That it be refft-red to the committee for providing

medicines.

Whereas it is indifpenfibly neceffary for the good of the fervice,

that the foldiers of the United Colonies be well provided with

blankets and cloathing ; therefore,

Refohed, Tiiat it be recommended to the affemblies and con-

ventions of the United Colonies forthwith to caufe a fuit of cldaths,

of which the waiftcoat and breeches may be of deer leather, if to

be had on reafonable terms, a blanket, felt hat, two fhirts, two

pair of hofe and two pair ,of fhoes, to be manufaftured or other-

wife procured at reafonable rates, in their refpeftive colonies, for

each foldier of the Ainerican army, inlifted therein for the prefent

campaijrn, and th?tt the fame be baled, invoiced and flored in fuit-

able places, to be delivered to the order of Congrefs or the com-

mander in chief of the American army :

That fufiicient fums of money be granted to the affemblies and

conventions
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conventions aforefaid, on applying for the fame, to enable them to

difcharge the demands ariling from the purchafe of the articles a-

forefaid

:

That the commander in chief of the American army be impow-

cred to draw on the afftmblies and conventions for fuch articles of

cloathing aforefaid, as he fhall, from time to time, judge necefiary,

and that the coft thereof be deducted from the pay of the foldiers,

who fliall receive the fame, by the proper officer for examining and

difcharging the accounts and pay-rolls of the refpective regiments.

The marine committee, to w^hom the petition ofWilliam Adams,
furgeon, was referred, brought in their report, v>?hich was taken

into confideration ; whereupon,

Refohed, That the refignation of William Adams be accepted.

The feveral matters to this day referred, being poftponed:

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

K Thursday, Jiute 20, 1776.

A letter of the 1 7th from general Wafliingtcn, and a letter from

the convention of New-Jerfey, were laid before Congrefs and read.

Refohed, That in order to give time to the feveral committees,

to prepa-,-e for the houfe the matters referred to them, it be a ftand-

ing rule of Congrefs, that adjournments from the Friday evening,

be always to Monday morning, unlefs on any particular occafion,

the Congrefs ihall order otherwlfe.

A petition from Carpenter Wharton was prefented to Congrefs

and read :

Refohed, That it be referred to the board of war and ordinance.

The Congrefs took into confideration the report of the com-
mittee on the cartel between brig;adier general Arnold and captain

Forfler, for exchange o£ prifoners ; and after debate, the farther

confideration thereof was potlponed till to-morrow.

Refohed, That a committee of three be appointed to drav/ up
rules and regulations for the condutl of the houfe, during debates:

The members chofen Mr. Rutledge, Mr. JefFerfon and Mr. Paine.

The committee of claims reported, that there is due,

To captain William Richards, for the detention of his fliallop

twenty days en the public fervice, the fura of 40 dollars :

To Robert Ervvin, waggon-mafLer, for waggonage, the fum of

207--° dollars:
/ g o

To David Williamfon, for waggon-hire, carrying captain James

Grier's baggage from Fredericburg to New-York, and returning

home, the fum of 147 dollars :

To Abraham Mills, for nurfing and boarding fix foldiers in the

fmall-pox, the fum of 33
^-^ dollars :

To Samuel Cooper, for ferriage and ftorage, the fum of 26 ^
*

dollars :

Vol. II. F f To
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To Leonard Stoneburner, for one team hauling the baggage of

captain Williams's company i8 miles beyond Goihen, and two
teams hauling the baggage of captain Jones's company to Albany^

the fum of 4i4i_± dollars:

On two certificates produced by H. Wifner, Efq; the fum of

1 liJ. dollars expences of the firft Pennfylvania battalion at Goflien

and that the fame ought to be paid to Henry Wifner, Efq; and
charged to J. Shalles, quarter-mafter of the faid battalion :

Ordered, That the faid accounts be paid.

Refolved, That a committee of five be appointed to confider,

what proviffon ought to be made for fuch as are wounded or difa-

bled in the land or fea fervice, and report a plan for that purpofe :

The members chofen, Mr. Paine, Mr. F. Lee, Mr. Hall, Mr.
Ellery, and Mr. Lewis.

The matters to this day referred, being poftponed.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.

Friday, June 21, 1776.

Refohed, That general Wafhington be direfted to permit briga-

dier general Woofter to return to his family in Connedlicut.

Refohed, That the commanding officer of the Delaware batta-

lion, be directed to fend a proper guard with the powder ordered

to colonel Flemming's regiment on the eaftern fhore of Virginia.

Refohed, That an order for 300,000 dollars be drawn on the

treafurers, in favour of the delegates of South-Carolina, for the

ufe of the continental battalions in that colony, the faid delegates

to be accountable :

The committee of claims reported that there is due,

To Rowland Swan, a captain of his Britannic majefty's 7th

regiment of foot, the fum of 56 dollars, for eighteen weeks allow-

ance, and 12 dollars, for bringing his baggage from New-York to

Philadelphia, together with the baggage of captain Dundee and

three privates of the faid regiment

:

To Jofeph Haight, for fupplying the prifoners at Burlington,

with provifions to the 4th of June inftant, the fum of 238 dollars :

To Andrew M'Nair the fum of 120 ii. dollars, for provifions,
90

&c. for the twenty four indians, while at the ftate-houfe, which

was twenty days

:

To Michael Clark, for liquor for the above indians, the fum of

2 7^.* dollars:
/ 9 O

Ordered, That the faid accounts be paid.

A letter of the 2 ift from the convention of New-Jerley was laid

before Congrefs and read, together with fundry letters from the

prifoners in Burlington.

Refohed^
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Hefolved, That the pay of the commlffioner to be fent into Ca-

nada, be four dollars a day.

The board of war and ordinance, to whom was referred the cafe

of the officers who ferved laft winter in Canada, brought in a re-

port, which was taken into confideration ; whereupon,

Rcjolved, That the convention of New-York be requelled, to fet

on foot the raifing another regiment on continental eftablifhment,

to ferve for three years or during the war, unlefs fooner difcharg-

ed by Congrefs and that, in forming the faid regiment, they com-

miffion fuch officers as ferved in the laft campaign in Canada, and

have not been yet provided for:

That the faid officers be informed, that the commiffions to be

granted them are on condition, that they raife their companies to

their full compliment or nearly thereto, and that their commiffions

be withheld, until the faid condition be complied with:

That it be recommended to the faid convention to make fuitable

provificn for major Dubois, with whofe good canduft Congrefs

are well fatisfied, and that they return his name with the names of

the other field officers, for the approbation of Congrefs.

That a commiffion of lieutenant colonel be given to major John

Fifcher, in colonel John Nicholfon's regiment, in the New^-York

forces-

The Congrefs then refumed the^ confideration of the report from

the committee of the whole ; whereupon,

Refolved. That general Waffiington be directed to order an in-

quiry to be made, into the condu6l of the officers heretofore em-

ployed in the Canada department; that the faid enquiry be made at

fuch times and places as, in his judgment, fliall be moft likely to

do juftice, as well to the public as to the individuals ; and that the

refult of the faid inquiry, together with the teftimonies upon the

fubjeft, be tranfmitted to Congrefs : I'hat moreover all officers ac-

cufed of cowardice, plundering, embezzlement of public monies

and other raifdemeanors, be immediately brought to trial : And
whereas Congrefs is informed, that an opinion has prevailed, that

office.rs refigning their commiffions are not fubjedl to trial by a

court martial for offences committed previous to fuch refignation,

whereby fome have evaded the punifliments to which they were" lia-

ble, it is hereby declared that fuch opinion is not juft.

The feveral matters to this day referred, being poftponed.

Adjourned to nine o'clock on Monday.

Monday, June 24, 1776.

Two letters of the 20th and 2 ift from general Walhington with
fundry papers inclofed, were laid before Congrefs and read

;

whereupon,

Refolved, That a letter be written to the general, defiring him
to put a ftop to the raifing the companies of Mohickan and Stock-

bridge
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bridge Indians mentioned in one of the inclofed papers ; and that a
like letter be written to governor Trumbull.
A letter of the 2 ill from the convention of New Jerfey was laid

before Congrefs and read, together with fundry papers inclofed

therein ; containing the queftions propofed to William Franklin

efq. an account of his behaviour on theoccafion, and the refolu-

lution of the convention " declaring him a virulent enertiy to this

country, and a perfon that may prove dangerous, and that the

faid William Franklin be confined in fuch place and manner as the

Continental Congrefs fliall direft;" whereupon,

Refolved, That William Franklin be fent under guard to gover-

nor Trumbull, who is defired to admit him to his parole ; but if

Mr. Franklin refufe to give his parole, that governor Trumbull be
defired to treat him agreeable to the refolutions of Congrefs, re-

fpefting prifoners.

Refolved, That Mr. Meafe be direfted to advance to captain

Matthew Smith of the riffle battalion one thoufand and forty dollars,

for the purpofe of recruiting his company; the faid captain Smith
to be accountable.

Refolved, That Mr. Meafe and the committee of claim.sbe dire£l-

ed to forward to the pay matter general an account of the monies

advanced and ordered to be charged to the riffle battalion, or the

refpedlive riffle companies, in order that the fame may be dedufted

and flopped from their pay.

The Congrefs being informed that a quantity of tents, which
were fent from Philadelphia for the ufe of the colony of MafTachu-

ffetts bay, have been flopped at Nevy-York by the order of the

quarter mafter general

:

Refolved, That the prefident write to the general on this fubjedl,

and deiire him to order the faid tents to be delivered up, and for-

warded to the colony of Mafiachuffets Bay immediately.

Refolved, That a committee, to confill of a member from each

colony, be appointed to inquire into the caufes of the mifcarriagea

in Canada;

That the faid committee have power to fend for perfons and pa-

pers:

The members chofen, Mr. Whipple, Mr. Paine, Mr. Hopkins,

Mr. Sherman, Mr. Clinton, Mr. Wilfon, Mr. Paca, Mr. Jeffer-

fon, Mr. Hev/es, Mr. Middleton, and Mr. Hall.

The committee of claims reported that there is due,

To Gunning Bedford, the fum of 202 dollars, of which fum

103 dollars and thirty-ninetieihs , for pay and fubfillance for two
months, the remainder for a horfe for the continental fervice:

Ordered, That the faid account be paid.

Refolved, That the report on the cartel for exchange of prifoners

entered into between brigadier general Arnold and captain Forfter

be recommitted.

Congref^
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Congrefs took into confideration the report of the commutes on

fpjes ; whereupon,

Refohed, That all perfons abiding within any of the United-

Colonies and deriving protefliion from the laws of the fame owe al-

legiance to the faid laws, and are members offuch colony; and
that all perfons paffing through, vifiting or making a temporary

ftay in any of the i'aid colonies, being entitled to the protediion of

the laws during the time of fuch paflage, vifitation or temporary

ilay, owe during the fame allegiance thereto:

That all perfons members of, or owing allegiance to any of the

United Colonies, as before defcribed, who fhall levy war againil any

ofthe faid colonies within the fame, or be adherent to the king of

Great Britain, or otherenemies of the faid Colonies or any of them
within the fame giving to him or them aid and comfort, are guilty

of treafon againft fuch colony:

That it be recomm.ended to the legiflatures of thefeveral United

Colonies to pafs laws for punifning, in fuch manner as to them
ihall feem fit, fuch perfons before defcribed, as (hall be proveably

ajttainted of open deed by people of their condition of any of the

trealons before defcribed.

Refolved, That it be recommended to the feveral legiflatures of

the United Colonies to pafs laws for punifliing, in fuch manner as

they fiiall think lit, perfons who fnall counterfeit, or aid or abet

in counterfeiting, the continental bills of credit, or who fhall pafs

any fuch bill in payment knowing the fame to be counterfeit.

Rejolved, That the remainder ofthe faid report be recommitted.

A petition from Antoine Felix V/iebcrt was prefented to Con-
grefs and read

:

Refolved, That the fame together with the papers accompanying-
it be referred to the board of war and ordinance.

The board of war and ordinance, to whom was referred a peti-

tion from Carpenter Wharton, brought in their report, which was
read

:

Ordered to lie on the table; and that the pi-efident write to gen.

Wafhington and requefl him to inform Congrefs of the coft of a

nation as furnifhed by the commifTary general.

The matters to this day referred being poflponed:

Adjourned to nine o'clock to morrow.

Tuesday, Ju72e 25. 1776.

A letter of the 23d from general Wafhington with fundry letters

from major general Schuyler, brigadier general Sullivan, briga-

dier general Arnold, and others, were laid before Congrefs and
read:

Refolved, That the fame be referred to the board of war and or-

dinance, who are directed to fit immediately, and report thereon

as foon as poffible.

A
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A memorial from captain Stephen Rowe Bradley was prefented

to Congrefs and read, together with fundry accounts:

Rejoivedy That the fame be referred to the committee on the

treafury.

The marine committee having recommended captain Samuel
Nichols to be promoted to be major of marines ; Andrew Porter,

Jofeph Hardey Samuel Shaw, Benjamin Deane, and Robert Mullen,

to be captains of marines ; Daniel Henderfon, David Love, Frank-
lin Reed, and Peregrine Brown to be firft lieutenants of marines

;

James M'Clure, William Gilmore, Abel Morgan, and Hugh
Montgomery to be fecond lieutenants of marines; John Stewart
to be captain, Thomas Povvnal firft lieutenant, and Richard Har-
rifon fecond lieutenant of marines for the frigate building in Ma-
ryland :

John Langdon, Efq; to be agent of prizes for the colony of

New- Hampiliire

:

Refohed, That they be approved, and that commiffions be grant-

ed to them accordingly.

Rejolved, That the fecret committee be direfted to fell to John
Maxwell Nefbit and company, 125 lb. of powder, for the ufe of

the privateer they are fitting out.

Refolved, That the committee appointed to contract for making
mufliets, be direfbed to confider the propriety of granting a boun-

ty or other means for encouraging the making of muflcets.

Adjourned to four o'clock.

Eodem Die, P. M.
A declaration of the deputies of Pennfylvania, met in provincial

conference, was laid before Congrefs and read ; expreffing their

willingnefs to concur in a vote of Congrefs, declaring the United

Colonies Free and Independant States.

The board of war and ordinance, to whom the feveral letters

received this morning were referred, brought in their report,

which was taken into confideration; whereupon,

Refolved, That the number of men deftined for the northern de-

partment, be augmented to four thoufand :

That a colonel's commiffion be immediately iffued to major Du-
bois, with inftruclions forthwith to raife a regiment to ferve for

three years or during the war, and that the corps of officers be

compofed of fuch as have ferved with credit in Canada ; no ofBcer

to receive his commiffion until his company be raifed and armed

;

the drms of the people inlifting themfelves to be valued by the

committees of the counties, -where the companies are raifed, and

paid for by the continent, on their being muftered :

That it be earneftly recommended to the colony of New-Hamp-
ftiire, to fend immediately one regiment of their militia to Mafla-

chufetts Bay ; two regiments of their militia to Conneftcut

;

one
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one regiment of their militia, to augment the troops deftined for

the northern department

:

That letters be fent to the general aflemblies of the colonies,

from whence the feveral regiments of militia are and have been re-

quefted, earneftly preffing them to be expeditious in raifing and
equipping their tioops, and requefting the feveral afTemblies to

take upon themfelves the care of providing the faid troops with

cloaths, tents and all neceflary camp equipage, and affurlng them
that the United Colonies will be anfvverable for the expence of the

fame:

That a regimental paymafter, who is not to be an officer of the

army, be appointed by the faid colonies to each of the faid batta-

lions, who fhall keep all the accounts of his refpedlive battalion,

and to whom particular returns fliall be made of the expence of

cloathing the faid battalion ; in order that the fame may be de-

ducted out of the pay of the foldiers, for whom the articles fliall

have been provided.

The feveral matters to this day referred, being poftponed.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.

Wednesday, June 26, ly/S.

A letter of the 2 ill from general Wafhington, and one of the

26th from brigadier general Wooiler, v^^ere laid before Cono-refs

and read

:

Ordered, That the letter from brigadier general Woofter be re-

ferred to the committee appointed to inquire into the caufes of the

mifcarriages in Canada.

The board of war brought in a report, which was taken into

confideration ; whereupon,

Refolved, That Monf. Antoine Felix WIebert, who applies to

be employed as an engineer in the continental army, be recommend-
ed to general Wafhington as a perfon who appears to be qualified

to aft in that capacity; but as he aflcs no more at prefent than to be
placed in a fituation, in which he may be enabled to evidence his

abilities, that the general be dellred to employ him in fuch way, as

he fliall judge will beft conduce to the good of the fervice, and an-

fwer Monf. Wiebert's requeft.

Refolved, That the following gentlemen be appointed officers of

the battalion to be raifed under colonel Lewis Dubois ; their com-
miffions to be given them as foon as their compliment of men fhall

be raifed :

Jacobus S. Bruyn, lieutenant-colonel; William Goforth, major;

David Dubois, Elias Van Banfcholen, Thomas de Witt, Ifaac

Wool, Philip D. B. Bevier, Richard Piatt, Albert Pawling, and
Cornelius T .Janfin, captains; James Gregg, Aaron Auilin, Jo-
nathan Plercy, Evans Wherry, Garret Van Wagenan, Henry Van-
denburgh, Nathaniel Conklin, and Henry Dodge, firll lieutenants;

Daniel
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Daniel Glans, fecond lieutenant in the firft company; John Coates,

furgeon ; and Henry Dubois, adjutant.

Refolved, That the prefident write to the convention of New-
York, and explain to them the reafons that induced the Cona;refs

to enter into the foregoing refolution ; and to requeft the conven-

tion to appoint the other officers of the battalion, and to ufe their

bell endeavours in equipping and forwarding the faid battalion as

foon as poffible.

Refolved, That the marine committee be impowered to purchafe

the armed brig Catharine, with her guns, tackle, apparel and fur-

niture, as fhe now lies in Connefticut.

The committee of claims reported that there is due.

To Dr. Bond, the fum of 9 dollars and thirty-ninetieths, for

medicines and attendance for three Indians^:

To Benjamin "Armitage, for boarding and lodging Thomas
Folmer, the indian interpreter, twenty days, the fum of 12 dollars

and twenty-live-ninetieths :

To Richard Cheny, the fum of4 dollars and eighty-two-ninetf-

eths for vidlualling general Lee's guard, and that the fame ought
to be paid to John Morton, Efq;

To Anthony Welte, for provifions fupplied captain Nelfon's

company, the fum of 18 dollars and eighteen-ninetieths :

To Aaron Phips, the fum of 7 dollars and forty-four-ninetieths

for fundry expences of general Lee's guard :

To John Ofborne, the fum of 8 dollars ; namely, 6 dollars for

boarding and lodging a fick foldier, and two dollars for a coffin

for one of captain Vanzant's men :

To George Howes, for waggon-hire. Sec. carrying money to

Cambridge at the time Mr. Franks went, the fum of 70 dollars

and forty-ninetieths t

To Meffrs. Hanfon, Donaldfon, and Franks, for carr^'ing mo-
ney to the camp in March laft, the fum of 238 dollars and twenty-

etght-ninetietho

:

To Tfaac Sorrel, the fum of 26 dollars and eighty-five-ninetieths;

of which 10 dollars and fixty-nine -ninetieths were for the ex-

pences of the prifoners that were brought from North-Carolina and

the guard, the remainder for the expences of the guard that went

with the powder, &c. to colonel Miles at Marcus-hook:

To Henry Haller, the fum of 645 dollars and forty-fix-ninetieths;

of which fum captain John Nelfon is to be charged for two rif-

fles, 24 dollars; the remair-der, viz. expences of captain John Nel-

fon's company at Reading, 12 dollars and eighty-nine-ninetieths;

expences of prifoners from St. John's and Chamblee to 8th June,

^38 dollars and forty feven-ninetieths Mr. Heller's pay a? com-

miflary, from 30th March to 7th June, 70 days, at 7/6, 70
dollars

:

Ordered, That the faid accounts be paid.

Refolved,
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Refohed, That a bounty of ten dollars be given to every non-

commiflioned officer and foldier, who will inlift to ferve for the

term of three years.

Ordered, T\iaX. the refolutions pafled yefterday be fent to general

Waftiington, and that he be defired to afford fuch affiftance to the

northern or Canada department, as he (hall be enabled to do con-

iiftently with the fafety of New-York; and from time to time to

give fuch direfiions as he may think expedient for the public fer-

vice.

A paragraph of a letter from general Wafhington to one of the

members Deing laid before Congrefs and read :

Refolved, That it be referred to the board of war and ordinancei

Refolvedy That the fecret committee be directed to fupply the

marine committee with one ton of powder, for the ufe of the veffel

which they were this morning impowered to purchafe.

Refolvedy That Michael Hillegas, Efq; be empowered and di-

refted to pay fuch fums of money as are or may be due to the feve-

ral figners of continental bills of credit for their fervices, agreeable

to the refolve of Congrefs for that purpofe.

The committee to whom was referred the petition of Williarn

Whiting, a foldier who was wounded in the continental army at

Quebec, brought in their report, which was read; whereupon,

Refolvedy That the fum of twenty dollars be paid out of the

public treafury to William Whiting, to enable him to return to

his family at Norfolk in Connefticut.

The committee on the treafury, to whom wfere referred the pe*

tition and accounts of Stephen Row Bradly, brought in their re-

port ; whereupon,

Refolvedy That there be paid to Stephen Row Bradly the fum
of 691 dollars and twenty -two-ninetieths of a dollar, for the fervice

of himfelf and his company, from the 25th day of January to the

25th day of February, during which time they were employed in

the fervice of the continent.

The matters to this day referred being poflponed :

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.

Thursday, June 27. 1776.

A letter of the 17th from governor Trumbull was laid before

Congrefs and read ; alfo,

Two petitions ; one from colonel John Brown, the other from
William Holton, were prefented and read :

Refolvedy That the petition from col. Brown be referred to the

committee appointed to enquire into the caufes of the mifcarriages

in Canada:

That the petition from William Holton be referred to the board
of war and ordinance.

Vol. II. G g Refolved,
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Refilvedy That an order for 24 dollars be drawn on the treafur-

ers in favour of major Bicker ; he to be accountable.
Sundry letters from the fouthward, being received by exprefs,

were laid before Congrefs and read, viz.

One from general Lee, dated Little River, June 6; enclofmg
two to him, one from John Rutledge, Efq; the other from bri-

gadier general Arraftrong ; both dated Charleftown, South Caro-
lina, June 4th, adviung, that 5 1 fail of the enemy were arrived

there, and lying in fight of the town :

One from brigadier general Lewis, dated Williamfburg, the

18th of the fame month, enclofmg one to him from general Lee,
of the 4th :

Refolved, That the faid letters be referred to the board of war
and ordinance :

The Congrefs then took into confideration the letter from go-
vernor Trumbull ; and after fome debate,

Refolved, That the farther confideration thereof be poftponed,

and in the mean while, that governor Trumbull be defired to fend

to Congrefs an account of the cannon left at New-London by com-
modore Hopkins, their number, fize, bore and weight, and alfo

an account of the other cannon there.

A letter from the commiffioners for Indian affairs in the fouth-

ern department, with fundry papers inclofed, was laid before Con-
grefs and read.

The board of war and ordinance, to whom the paragraph of a

letter from the general, was referred, brought in their repoi-t,

which was taken into confideration ; whereupon,

Refolved^ That iix companies of riffle men, in addition to the

three companies now at New- York, be raifed and the whole regi-

mented; and that a commifTion be granted to captain Stevenfon,

to be colonel of the faid regiment of riffle men, which is t-o be in-

lifted for three years, unlefs fooner difcharged by Congrefs; the

rnen to be allowed a bounty of ten dollars ; and that Mofes Raw-
lins be lieutenant colonel, and Otho Holland Williams, Major of

the faid regiment

:

That four companies of riffle men, frr the faid regiment, be

raifed in Virginia and two in Maryland; the pay of the men to

commence from the time they fhall be armed and muftered ; their

arms to be appraifcd by the committee of the county, and paid for

by the United Colonies :

That general Wafhiagton be directed forthwit'li to fend to Con-

grefs a compleat lift of all the vacancies in the army, and the

names of fuch ofiicers as he can recommend for filling them.

The committee of claims reported, that there is due.

To Robert Ervvin, waggon-mafter, the fum of 241 dollars and

fifty-one -ninetieth of a dollar, a balance due for three teams, that

went to North Carolina with powder;
To
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To Doftor Frederic Phyle, for medicines and attendance on the

tth Pennfylvania battalion, from the time of their embod^'ing to

the 13th of June 1776, the fum of 532 dollars & fifty-one-ninetieth.

To John Bales, for camp kettles, the fum of 68 dollars

:

To Elizabeth Slaydon, the fum of 24 dollars, for nurfaig and

boarding two foldiers, of which fum capt. Steward is to be charged

with 13 dollars and thirty-fixtieth, for nurfing aad boarding the

man he wounded in the Itate-houfe yard ; the remainder to the

continent ; the faid 24 dollars to be paid to colonel T. Matlack :

To Rachel Hewen, the fum of 5 dollars and thirty-ninetieth ,for

nurling and boarding two foldiers of the continental army :

That there be repaid to Robert Moore the fum of feven dollars,

v/Tiich was Hopped out of his pay by captain M. Smith ; the fame

having been by him expended for provifions, when he was left fick

by his company in Canada:
Ordered., That the faid accounts be paid.

Refolved, That the pay of doftor Hufton, who was appointed

fursreon to the fifth Pennfylvania battalion, be flopped 'till farther

orders of Congrefs, and that the paymafter be notified thereof.

The committee, to whom it was referred to devife a mode of

raifing the German battalion voted on the 25th of May laft, brought

in their report, which was taken into confideration ; whereupon,

Refolved, That four companies of Germans be raifed in Penn-

fylvania, and four companies in Maryland, to compofe the faid

regiment

:

That it be recommended to the committee of fafety of Pennfyl-

vania, immediately to appoint proper officerg for and direct the in-

liftment of the four companies to be raifed in that colony :

That it be recommended to the convention, or, in their rccefs,

to the council of fafety of Maryland, immediately to appoint pro-

per officers for and direct the inlillment of the four companies to

be raifed in that colony :

That the faid companies be inlifted to ferve for three years, un-

lefs fooner difcharged by Congrefs, and receive bounty, pay, ra-

tions and all other allowances equal to any of the continental troops:

That the faid companies beintitledto pay and fubfiftance from

the time of inliftment:

That the faid companies, when raifed, be formed into a batta-

lion, under the command of fuch field officers as Cong-refs fiiall
. o

appomt

:

That the rank of the captains of the faid companies be regulated

as Congrefs fhall hereafter direft:

That 5000 dollars be fent to the committee of fafety of Penn-
fylvania, and 5000 dollars to the convention, or, in their recefs,

to the council of fafety of Maryland, to defray the expence of

faifing the faid companies.

Refolved, That it be recommended to the convention, or, ia

their
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their recefs, to the council of fafety of Maryland, to appoint the

officers, and forward, with all poflible expedition, the raifing the

two conipanies of riffle men.

The feveral matters to this day referred, being poftponed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Friday, June 28, 1776.

The committee of claims, to whom were referred the petition

and accounts of Thomas Thomfon, reported,

That there ought to be paid to Thomas Thomfon the fnrn of

750 dollars, in part of an account for lumber faid to have been de-

livered by Simon Metcalf to the forces belonging to the continent,

at St John's in Canada ;

The faid committee farther reported, that there is due,

To Thomas Mayberry, the fum of 1 17 dollars and twenty -nine-^

ninetieths, for plated iron :

Orderedy That the faid fums be paid.

A petition from colonel James Eafton was prefented to Congrefs

and read

:

Refolved, Tfiat the fame be referred to the committee appointed

to inquire into the caufes of the mifcarriages in Canada.

A petition from William Poole was prefented to Congrefs and

read
:'

Refolved, That it be referred to the committee for making pro-

vifion for wounded and difabled foldiers.

Francis Hopkinfon, Efq; one of the delegates of New-Jerfey

attended, and produced the credentials of their appointment,

which was read as follows : viz.

^^ In Provincial Congrefs, New-Jerfey, Burlington, June 21,

1776.

The Congrefs proceeded to the ele6lion of delegates to reprefent

this colony in Continental Congrefs, w^hen Richard Stockton, A-
braham Clark, John Hart, and Francis Hopkinfon, Efqrs; and

Dr. John Witherfpoon, were elefted by ballot to ferve for one

year, unlefb a new appointment be made before that time. Re-

folved, That the fo!lov/ing inilru(9;ions be given to the delegates as

aforefaid. The Congrefs im.power and direft you in the name of

this colony, to join with the delegates of the other colonies in con-

tinental Congrefs, in the mofl; vigorous meai'ures for fupporting

the juft rights and liberties of America, and if you fhall judge it

neceffary or expedient for this purpofe, we impower you to jpin

with them In declaring the United Colonies independant of Great-

Britain, entering into a confederation for union and common de-

fence, making treaties with foreign nations for commerce and ailif-

tance, and to take fuch other meafures as may appear to them and

you neceffary for thefe great ends, promifmg to fupport them with

the
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the whole force of this province, always obferving that whatever

plan of confederacy you enter into, the regulating the internal po-

lice of this province is to be referved to the colony legiflature. By-

order of Congrefs, SAMUEL TUCKER, President.
Extradl from the minutes, Wm. Patterson, Secretary."

The board of war brought In a report which was read, in thefe

words :

" Monfr. Le chevalier de Kirmovan, baring produced to the

board indubitable credentials of his good chara£ler and fuperior a-

bilities in the art of war, and particularly as an engineer, the board

refoived to recommend him to Congrefs as a perfon, who can be

much confided in; and it is the opinion of the board, that the

committee of fafety of Pennfylvania be requefted to employ him in

planning and laying out the fortifications agreed by Congrefs, to

be erefted at Billingfport, on the river Delaware."

The faid report being again read,

Refoived, That the fame be agreed to.

Refoived, That Mr. Hopkinfon be added to the committee for

preparing a plan of confederation.

Refoived, That the fecret committee be dlre£led to fell the com-
mittee of Salem county in New-Jerfey, 300 lb. of powder.

The committee appointed to prepare a declaration &c. brought
in a draught, which was read :

Ordered to lie on the table.

A petition from Chriftopher Cbamplain was prefented to Con -

grefs and read

:

Refoived, That it be referred to a committee of three :

The members chofen, Mr. Morris, Mr. Alfop, and Mr. Gerry.

Refoived, That Mr. Wifner, Mr. Paine, and Mr. Floyd be a

committee to confer with Anthony Moiengeil, on the fubje6l of

manufatluring fulphur :

That 30 dollars be advanced to the faid committee, they to be

accountable.

Refoived, That the treafurers be impowered to advance to the

committee of fafety of Pennfylvania 100,000 dollars, the colony of

Pennfylvania to be accountable.

Refoived, That the committee for fuperintending the treafury be
direfted to nominate and appoint fix perfons to fign and number
the million of dollars ordered to be ftruck in fmall change.

The feveral matters to this day referred, being poftponed.

Adjourned to nine o'clock on Monday next.

Monday, July i. 1776.

Sundry letters were laid before Congrefs and read, viz.

Three from general Wafhington, of 27th and 28th of June, with
fundry letters and papers enclofed

;

One from the convention of New-Jerfey, of the 29th :

One
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One from the convention of New-Hampfliire, of the 17th;

One from brigadier general Lewis, of the 17th ;

One from Benjamin Harrifon, jun.

Refolved, That an order for 6000 dollars be drawn on tlie trea-

furers, in favour of Richard Graham of Virginia, in full of a

draught in his favour of the 20th June, by brigadier gen. Lewis;

arid that the fame be charged to the account of Benjamin Harrifon,

deputy pay-mafter general for \irginia.

A rtfolution of the convention of Maryland, pafied the 28th of

June, was laid before Congrefs and read, as lollows :
*' 1 hat the

inftruclions given to their deputies in December laft, be recalled,

and the reilridlions therein contained, removed ; and that the de-

puties of faid colony, or any three or more of them, be authorifed

and impowered to concur with the other United Colonies, or a

majority of them, in declaring the United Colonies free and inde-

pendant ftates ; in forming fuch further compaft and confederation

between them; in making foreign alliances, and in adopting fuch

other meafures as fhall be adjudged neceffary for fecuring the liber-

ties of America ; and that faid colony will hold itfelf bound by

the refolutions of the majority of the United Colonies in the pre-

mifes; provided the fole and exclulive right of regulating the in-

ternal government and police of that colony be referved to the peo-

ple thereof."

The order of the day being read :

Refched, That this Congrefs will rcfolve itfelf into a committee

of the whole to take into conlideration the rcfolution refpecling in-

dependancy

:

That the declaration be referred to laid committee.

The Congrefs refolved itfelf into a committee of the whole. Af-

ter fome time the prefident refumed the chair, & Mr. Harrifon re-

ported, that the committee had come to a refohition which they

defired him to report, and to move for leave to fit again.

The refolution agreed to by the committee of the whole being

read, the determination thereof, was at the requefl of a colony

poftponed till to morrow.

Refolved, That a brigadier general a£l:ing in a feparate depart-

ment be allowed an Aid de Camp.

A letter of the 29th from general Wafhington was laid before

Congrefs, and read.

Refched, That the letters this day received be referred to the

board of war.

Refolved, That this Congrefs will to morrow refolve itfelf into a

committee of the whole to take into confideration the declaration

ref^pefting independance.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to morrow.

Tuesday, July 2d. 1776.

Sundry letters were laid before Congrefs and read:

One
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One frdm general Wafliington of the 30th of June, enciofing

fundry papers, among which a copy of a letter from lieutenant

colonel Campbell to general Howe :

One from the council of Maffachufetts Bay of the 26th :

One from governor Trumbull of the 20th of the fame month,
and one from the paymaiter general, v/ith a weekly account

:

Ordered, That the laft be delivered to the board of treafury :

That the letter from lieutenant colonel Campbell to general

Howe, be publifhed :

That the other letters be referred to tlie board of war.

The Congrefs refumed the confideration of the refolution re-

ported from the committee of the whole, which was agreed to, as

follows:

Refolved, That thefe United Colonies are, and of right ought to

be, Free and Independant States; that they are abfolved from all

allegiance to the Britilh crown, and that all political conneclion

between them, and the ftate of Great-Britain, is and ought to be

totally diffolved.

Agreeable to the order of the day, the Congrefs refolved itfelf

into a committee of the whole ; and after fome time, the prefident

refumed the chair, and Mr. Harrifon reported, that the committee

have had under coniideratioii the declaration to them referred, but

not having had time to go through the fame, defired him to move
for leave to fit again :

Refolved, That this Congrefs will to-morrow again refolve itfelf

into a committee of the whole, to take into their farther confider-

ation the declaration refpecting Independance.

Congrefs being informed, that, in obedience to their order,

capt. Whipple and capt. Saltonftall were arrived in Philadelphia:

Refolv:;d, That the marine committee enquire into the complaints

exhibited againft them, and report thereon to Congrefs.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.

Wednesday, July 3, 1776.

A letter from the convention of New-Jerfey of the 2d, and a let-

ter from the commiffioners for Indian affairs in the fouthern depart

ment, dated Augufta, May 21, together with an account of their

expences, and the minutes of their conference with the Indians in

that department, were laid before Congrefs and read :

Refolved, That the account of the commifiioners be referred to

the committee on the treafury.

Congrefs took into confideration the letter from the convention

of New-Jerfey ; whereupon,

Refolved, That the committee of fafety of Pennfylvania be re-

quefted to fend as many of the troops of their colony, as they can

fpare, to Monmouth county in i'>Jew-Jerfey, to the aiTillance of the

inhabitants of that colony, and to be fiibject to the orders of the

commander
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commander in chief; the faid troops to be allowed the fame pay

and rations as the troops in the fervice of the continent, from the

time of their march until their return :

That a circular letter be written to the committees of infpettion,

of the feveral counties in Pennfylvania, where troops are railed or

raifing to form the flying camp, requefting them to fend the troops

by battalions, or detachments of battalions or companies, as faft

as raifed to the city of Philadelphia, except thofe raifed in the

counties of Bucks, Berks, and Northampton, which are to be di-

redled to march as aforefaid, to New-Brunfwick in New-Jerfey :

That a copy of the foregoing refolutions be fent to general

"Waftiington, and that he be defired to appoint a proper officer to

command the flying camp, and alfo direft proper perfons to fup-

ply the men with rations. . ^ :

Refolved, That the marine committee be rmpowered to contract

with (liipwrights to go to lake Champlain on the following terms :

To allow each man 3:}. dollars and two-thirds per month; one

months pay to be advanced on their giving fecurity if required :

Each man to be allowed a ration and a half, and one half pint of

rum per day

:

Their tools and arms to be valued :

Two thirds of their wages to be paid monthly, to whomfoever

they ihall leave the power of receiving it:

Their pay to commence from the day they fign articles, and''

continue, untill they are difcharged with an allowance of one day's

pay for every twenty miles, between the place where they are dif-

charged, and their refpeftive homep. ,:
,

.-

Refolved, That Dr. Franklin and Mr. Wilfon, two of^thexom-

mifiionGrs for indian affairs in the middle department, be authorif-

:

cd to difcharge the bills drawn by Mr. Morgan on the commiflion-

crs of that departmertt.

Agreeable to the order of the day, the Congrefs refolved itfelf

into a committee of the whole, to take into their farther confide-

ration, the declaration, and after fometime the prefidcnt refiimed

the chair, and Mr. Harrifon reported, that the committee not

havinp- yet gone through it, defired leave to fit again.

Refolved, That this Congrefs will to morrow again refolve itfelf

into a committee of the whole, to take into their farther confidera-

tion, the declaration of independance.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to morrow.

Thursday, July /if, T776.

Refolved, That application be made to the committee of fafety

of Pennfylvania for a fupply of flints for the troops at New-York :

and that Delaware government and Maryland, be requefted to

embody their militia for the flying camp with all poffible expedi-

tion, and to march them without delay to the city of Philadelphia.

Agreeable
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. Agreeable to the order of the day, the Congrefs refoJved I'tfelf,

into a committee of the whole, to take into their farther confidera-

tion the declaration, and after fome time the prefident refuraed

the chair, and Mr. Harrifon i-eported that the comiTiittee have a-

greed to a declaration which they defired him to report.

The declaration being read, was agreed to, as follows

;

A DECLARATION by the Reprefentatives of the

UNITED STATES of AMERICA in Congrefs af-

fembled.

WHEN, in the courfe of human events, it becomes

neceffary for one people to diffolve the political bands

•which have conne6led them with another, and to afTnme,

among the powers of the Earth, the feparate and equal

flation to which the laws of nature and of nature's God
entitle them, a decent refpecl to the opinions of mankind

requires that they fliould declare the caufes which impel

them to the feparation.

We hold thefe truths to be felf-evident ; that all men
are created equal ; that they are endowed, by their Crea-

tor, with certain unalienable rights; that among thefe are

life, liberty, and the purfuit of happinefs That to fe-

cure thefe rights, governments are inftituted among men,

deriving their juft powers from the confent of the govern-

ed ; that whenever any form of government becomes de-

flructive of thefe ends, it is the right of the people to al-

ter or to abolifii it, and to inftitute new government,

laying its foundation on fuch principles, and organizing

its powers in fuch form,, as to them fhall feem moft likely

to effeiSt their fafety and happinefs. Prudence, indeed,

will diftate, that governments long eftabliihed, fhould

not be changed for light and traniient caufes ; and accor-

dingly all experience hath fliewn, that mankind are more

difpofed to fuffer, while evils are fafferable, than to right

themfelves by abolifliing the forms to which they are ac-

cuftomed. But when a long train of abufes and ufurpa-

tions, purfuing invariably the fame objecl, evinces a de-

sign to reduce them under abfolute defpotifm, it is their

right, it is their duty, to throw off fuch government,

and to provide new guards for their futurb fecurity. Such

Vol. JI. H h, has
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has been the patient fufferance of thefe colonies ; and Aich

is now the neceffity which conftrains them to aker their

former fyftems of government. The hiftory of the prefent

king of Great-Britain is a hiftory of repeated injuries and

ufurpations, all having in direft obje£l the eftablifhment of

an abfolute tyranny over thefe ftates. To prove this, let

facls be fubmitted to a candid world.

He has refufed his affent to laws the moft wholefome

and neceffary for the public good.

He has forbidden his governors to pafs laws of imme-
diate and preffing importance, tinlefs fufpended in their

operation till his afTent lliould be obtained j and when fo

fufpended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them.

He has refufed to pafs other laws for the accommoda-

tion of large diftri^ts of people, unlefs thofe people would

relinquifh the right of reprefentation in the legiflature ; a

right ineftimable to them, and formidable to tyrants only.

He has called together legiflative bodies at places unufu-

al, uncomfortable, and diftant from the depofitory of

their public records, for the fole purpofe of fatiguing them

into compliance with his meafures.

He has difiblved reprefentative houfes repeatedly, for

oppofing, with manly firmnefs, his mvalions on the rights

of the people.

He has refufed for a l6ng time, after fuch dliTolutions,

to caufe others to be elefted ; whereby the legiflative pow-

ers, incapable of annihilation, have returned to the people

at large for their exercife ; the ftate remaining, in the

mean time, expofed to all the dangei's of invalion from

without, and convulsions within.

He has endeavoured to prevent the population of thefe

ftates ; for that purpofe obftru^ling the laws for naturali-

zation of foreigners ; refufing to pafs others to encourage

their migrations hither, and railing the conditions of aew

appropriations of lands.

He has obftrudled the adminiftration of juftice, by re-

fufing his ailcnt to laws for eftabliihing judiciary powers.

He
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He has made judges dependent on his will alone, for

the tenure of their oiEces, and the amount and p.aymenc

of their falaries.

He has erected a multitude of new offices, and fent hi-

ther fwarms of officers to harrafs our people, and eat out

their fubftance.

He has kept among us, in times of peace, ftanding ar-

mies, without the confent of our legiflatures.

He has affc^fted to render the military independent of,

and fuperior to the civil power.

He has combined with others to fubjeiflus to a jurifdic

tlon foreign to our conftitution, and unacknowledged; by

our laws ; giving his alTent to their a6ls of pretended legif-

latio.n :

For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us

:

For protedliiig them, by a mock trial, from punifh-

ment for any murders which they fhould commit on the

inhabitants of thefe dates :

For cutting off our trad€ with all parts of the world :

For impofing taxe5 on us without our confent :

For depriving us, in many cafes, of the benefits of tri-

al by jury :

For tranfporting jis beyond feas to be tried for pretended

offences :

For abolilhing the free fyftem of Englilh laws in a

neighbouring proince, eftablifhing therein an arbitrary

government, and enlarging its boundaries, fo as to ren-

der it at once an example and fit inftrument for introduc-

ing the fame abfolute rule into thefe colopies :

For taking away our charters, abolifliing our moft va-

luable laws, and altering fundamentally the forms of our

governments :

For fufpending our own legiflatures, and declaring

themfelves invefted with power to legillate for us in ail ca-

fes whatfoever.

He has abdicated government here, by declaring us out

pf his prote^ion, and waging War againft us.

He
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He has plundered our feas, ravaged our coafts, burnt
our towns, and deflroyed the lives of our people.

He is, at this time, tranfporting large armies of foreign

mercenaries to complete the works of death, defolation,

and tyranny, already begun with circumftances of cruel-

ty and perfidy, fcarcely paralleled in the mofi: barbarous

ages, and totally unworthy the head of a civilized nation.

He has conftrained our fellow-citizens, taken captive

on the high feas, to bear arms againft their country, to

become the executioners of their friends and brethren, or

to fall themfelves by their hands.

He has excited domeftic infurrefirlons amongft us, and
has endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our fron-

tiers the merciiefs Indian favages, whofe known I'ule of

warfare is an undiftinguifhed deftrudlion, of ail ages,

fexes, and conditions.

In eveiy ftage of thefe oppreffions we have petitioned

for redrefs in the moft humble terms : Our repeated peti-

tions have been anfwered only by repeated injury. A
prince, whofe charadler is thus marked by every aft

which may define a tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a

free people.

Nor have we been wanting in attentions to our Britifh

brethren. We have warned them, from time to time, of

attempts by their legiflature to extend an unwarrantable ju-

rifdidtion over us. We have reminded them of the cir-

cumftances of our emigration and fettlement here. We
have appealed to their native juftice and magnanimity,

and we have conjured them by the ties of our common
kindred to difavow thefe ufurpations, which would inevi-

tably interrupt our connexions and correfpondence. They
too have been deaf to the voice of juftice and of confangui-

nity. We muft, therefore, acquiefce in the neceiEty,

which denounces our feparation, and hold them, as we
hold the reft of mankind, enemies in war, in peace friends.

We, therefore, the reprefentatives of the UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA, in GENERAL
CONGRESS affembled, appealing to the fupreme

judge
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judge of the world for the reclitude of our intentions, do,

in the name, and by authority of the good people of thefe

colonies, folemnly publilh and declare, That thefe United

Colonies are, and of right ought to be, FREEa'ND
INDEPENDENT STATES; that they are ab-

folved from all allegiance to the Britifh crown, and that

all political connexion between them and the ftate of Great-

Britain, is, and ought to be, totally dilTolved ; and that

as FREE and INDEPENDENT STATES,
they have full power to levy war, conclude peace, con-

tract alliances, eftablifli commerce, and to do all other

afts and things which INDEPENDENT STATES
may of right do. And for the fupport of this declaration,

with a firm reliance on the protection of DIVINE
PROVIDENCE, we mutually pledge to each other

our lives, our fortunes, and our facred honour.

The foregoing declaration was by order of Congrefs engrofle4

and figned by the following members :

JOHN HANCOCK.
r Jofiah Bartletty

New-Hampshire, Xv/ilUam Whipple

^

^Matthew Thornton.

( Sajnuel Adams

^

_, j John Adams.,
Massachusetts-Bay. i j^^^^^^^^.^^, p^.^,^

Rhode-Island, <be.

\_Elbridge Gerry.

(^Stephen Hopkins

^

1 William Ellery.

{Roger Sherman

f

J
Samuel Huntington

y

Connecticut. i „..,,. „...;;. _^William WzlliamSf

[Oliver Wolcott.

^William Floyd,

,^ „ Philip Living/loHy
Nexv-York. { t: t

I rrancis Lewis,

iLeivis Morris,

Nsiv-
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]N^Ew-Jersey.

Pennsylvania.

Delaware,

MarylanDc

¥lRGlNlA.

North-Carolina.

South-Carolina.

Georgia.

(Richard Stockton,

John WitherfpooUj

\ Francis Hopkinfon,

j
John Hart,

\^ Abraham Clark.

(Robert Morris,

Benjamin Riijh,

Benjamin Franklin,

John Morton,

George Clymer,

James Smith,

George Taylor,

James Wilfon^

George Rofs.

\ Cafar Rodney,

(George Read,

( Samuel Chafe,

j
William Paca,

\ Thomas Stone,

Charles Carroll, of CarrolltoH^

George Wythe,

RichardHenry Lee,

Thomas Jefferfon,

\ Benjamin Harrifon,

Thomas Nelfon, jun.

Francis Lightfoot Lee,

Carter Braxton^

r William Hooper,

\jofeph Hewes,

^John Penn.

f Edward Rutledge,

I ThomasHeyward) jun.

I Thomas Lynch, jun^

\^ Arthur Middleton.

r Button Gwinnett^

X Lyman Hall,

K George Walton.

Refolve^,
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Refolved, That copies of the declaration be fcnt to the feveral

affemblies, conventions and committees, or councils of fafety, and

to the feveral commanding officers of the continental troops ; that

it be proclaimed in each of the United States, and at the head of

the army.

Ordered, That Mr. Morris and Mr. Hewes determine the hire of

Mr. Walker's veflel, which was employed by commodore Hopkins
in the fervice of the continent.

A letter of the 3d from general Wafhington was laid before Con-
grefe and read:

Refolved, That the delegates of New-York, New-Jerfey and
Pennfylvania, be a committee to confer with the committee of

fafety of Pennfylvania, and the committee of infpedtion and ob-

fervation for the city and liberties of Philadelphia, and the field

officers of the battalions of the faid city and liberties, on the belt

means of defending the colonies of New-Jerfcy and Pennfylvania;

and that they be impowered to fend exprefles, where neceffary :

That the fecret committee be inftrufted to order the flints be-

longing to the continent, and now at Rhode-Ifland, to be fent to

the general at New-York.
Refolved, That Mr. Wifner be impowered to fend a man, at the

public expence, to Orange county, for a fample of flint-ftone.

The Congrefs proceeded to the appointment of two commiffion-

ers for indian affairs, in the middle department ; and thie ballots

being taken,

- Jafper Yates and John Montgomery, Efqrs. were elefted.

Ordered, That Do6tor Franklin and Mr. WiU'on inform the

above named gentlemen of their appointment, and defire them to

attend the treaty with the indians at Pittfturg, on the day ap-
pointed ; and alfo to appoint fome perfons to procure goods necef-

fary for the indians.

Rejolved, That to-morrow be affigned for filling up the vacan-

cies in the committee for indian affairs.,

Refolved, That the prefident be impowered to employ another
private fecretary,

Refolved, That the board of war be impowered to employ fuch a
number of perfons, as tliey fhall find neceffary, to manufacture flints

for the continent ; and for this purpofe to apply to the refpeftive

affemblies, conventions and councils, or committees of fafety ofthe
United American States, or committees ofinfpeftion ofthe coun-
ties and towns thereunto belonging, for the names and places of
abode of perfons fit illed in the manufactory aforefaid, and of the
places, in their refpedlive flates, where the befl flint-flones are to
be obtained, with faraples ofthe fame.

Refolved, That an order for 3 dollars and fifty-four ninetieths,

be drawn on the treafurers, in favour of the exprefs, who brought
the difpatches from Trenton.

Refolved:^
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Rcfohed, That Dr. Franklin, Mr. J. Adams and Mr. Jefferfon,

be a committee to prepare a device for a feal for the United States

of Am.erica.

Refohed., That the fecret committee be direfted to fell 25 lb. of
J>Qwder to John Garrifon of North-Carolina.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.

Friday, July 5, 1776.

A letter from captain Crawford, a prifoner, of the 26th regi-

ment, was read, requefting leave to vifit the prifoners in the feve=

ral places, where they are confined :

Refohed,'-'^\v&\., in the prefent fituatioh of affairs, fuch leave be
not granted.

The committee on ways and means brought in a report, which
ti'as read

;

''

Ordered to lie on the table.

The account and vouchers of Mr. Price being laid on the table;

Refohed, That they be referred for adjultment to the board of
treafury.

The board of war brought in a report ; whereupon,

Refohed, That a regiment be raifed out of the officers who ferved

in Canada, on the fame terms on which the regiment, to be com-
manded by colonel Dubois, is to be raifed; and that the following
perfons be appointed officers of the laid regiment:

Seth Warner, colonel

:

Samuel Safford, lieutenant colonel

:

Eliflia Painter, major

:

Wait Hopkins, John Grant, Gideon Brownfon, Abiather An-
^z\, Simeon Smith, Jofliua Stanton, Seely, Jacob Vorfbo-

roug, captains
; John Allen, Fuffet, Walbridge,

Deane, James Gold, Sill, Ebenezer Hide, Gamaliel Pain-

ter, firft lieutenants
;

Ebenezer Beaumont, adjutant.

Refohed, That the prefident write to governor Cooke, requeft-

ing him to order fifty (hip-carpenters to be engjaged on the beft

terms, at the expence of the continent, and fent to general Schuy-
ler at Albany, as foon as poffible, in order to build velfels for the

defence of the lakes.

The committee of Congrefs appointed to confer v^'ith the com-
mittee of fafety of Pennfylvania, the committee of infpeftion and

obfervation for the city and liberties of Philadelphia, and the field

officers of the five battalions of the faid city, reported, that they

have had a meeting w^ith the committees and officers aforefaid, and
have agreed to the following refolutions, viz.

That all the affbciated militia of Pennfylvania, (excepting the

counties of Weftmoreland, Bedford and Northumberland) who
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can be furnifiied with arms and accoutrements, be forthwith re-

quefted to march, with the utmoft expedition, to Trenton, (ex-

cept the militia of Northainpton county, who are to march direct-

ly for New-Brunfwick) in New-Jerfey; and that the faid militia

continue in fervice, until the flying camp often thoufand men can

be colleded to relieve them, unlefs they fhall be fooner difcharged

by Congrefs:

That the militia march by companies to the place of rendezvous:

That the faid militia be taken into the continental pay, and re-

ceive the fame pay, allowances and rations, as the continental

troops, from the time they begin their march, until they return to

their refpeftive homes

:

That thofe of the three battalions of the Pennfylvaiiia troops,

now remaining in the province, be ordered to march immediately

for New-Brunfwick in New-Jerfey:

That the committee of fafety of Pennfylvania provide as many
tents, as they can, for faid militia:

That the committees of infpeftion and obfervation, in the feve-

ral counties, furnilh a good kettle to every fix men, and give all

the affiftance in their power, that the faid militia be well armed
and equipped, and march with the greatcft expedition :

That the committees of infpeftion. for the feveral Counties of

Pennfylvania, be defired to order fuch troops, as they may raife

for the flying camp, to be marched to Trenton ; the refolve of

Congrefs pafTed yefterday notwithflanding; whereupon,

Refohed, That this Congrefs highly approve the foregoing re-

folutions, and recommend it to the good people of Pennfylvania,

to carry the fame into execution with the fame laudable readinefsj

which they have hitherto manifefted in fupporting the injured

rights of their country.

Refolved, That colonel Hazlet, of the battalion in Delaware
government, be ordered to ftation one company at Lewis-town,
and to march the remaining feven to Wilmington, and there re-

main until farther orders of this Congrefs.

Refolved, That the commiffioners for Indian affairs in the fouth-

ern department, while on adlual fervice, receive four dollars a day.

The comnilttee on the treafury reported, that there is due.

To John Walker, Efq; one of the commlflioners of Indian affairs

in the fouthern department, the fum of 869 dollars and fixty-feveii

ninetieths, for feveral horfes, a waggon and geers, and expences in

travelling 2500 miles:

Ordered, That the faid account be paid.

The commTttee appointed to confider the ftate of Georgia,
brought In their report, which was taken into conlideration

;

whereupon,

Refolved, That, for the defence of Georgia, there be an addition

of two battaliono, (one of them to confill of riffle men) to be

Vol. IL 1 i raifed
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ralfcd on tht fame terrmi on which other continental battalions are

now ordered to be raifed:

That blank commiflions for the field officers be fent to the con-

.vention of Georgia, to be filled up with the names of fuch per-

fons, as the faid convention {hall judge proper:

That it be recommended to the aflemblies, conventions or coun-

cils of fafety of Virginia, North and South-Carolina, to permit

the raifing troops, for the purpofe aforefaid, within their refpec-

tive ftates ; and if requefted, to afford their advice and afliftance,

with regard to fuitable perfons for captains and fubalterns, and

that blank commiflions be delivered to the delegates :

That four gallies be built at the expence of the United States,

under the direftion of the convention of Georgia, for the farther

defence of the faid ftate

:

And whereas, the delegates of Georgia have reprefented the

jieceffity of ere^ing two forts, one at Savannah and the other at

Sunbury j

Rejolvsd, That two companies of artillery be ra fed, confifting

of fifty men each, officers included, for the purpofe of garrifoning

fuch forts, in cafe they fhall be erefted, by and at the expence of

Georgia ; and that blank commiflions be delivered to the delegates

for the officers, to be filled up by the aflembly or convention of

the faid ftate.

Rcfohcd, That general Wafhington be impowered, if he (hall

judge it advifeable, to order three of the fuUeft regiments, ftati-

oned in Maifachufetts Bay, to be immediately marched to Ticon-

deroga; and that an equal number of the militia of that ftate, be

taken into pay, and embodied for its defence, if the government

of Maliachufetts Bay judge it neceffary.

The board of war brought in a report, which was taken into

confideration; whereupon.

Refolded, That Mr. John Coburne, who has a<fted as an affift-

ant condudlor of military ftores in Canada, and has produced cer-

tificates of his having done his duty in that ftatlon, be allowed

lieutenant's pay, from the firft day of March to the firft day of

June laft;

That a chaplain be appointed to each regiment in the continen-

tal army, and that their allowance be encreafed to thirty-three

dollars and one third of a dollar a month :

That immediate fteps be taken in the feveral colonies, to pro-

cure lead

:

That the poftmafter general be direfted immediately to have

expreffes eftabliihed between this city and New-York, and that

general Wafnlngton be defired to fend off difpatches to Congrefs

every day :

That the fecret committee be directed to fend forthwith to ge-

neral Lewis, at Williamlburg, five tons of powder, for the ufe of

the
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tbc troops In the fouthern department, part of which is to be for-

warded to South-Carolina:

That the Britifh officers an4 foldiers who are prifoners, and

now in New-Jerfey, be fent from thence to the town of York in

Pennfylvania, and that the convention or committee of fafety ojF

New-Jerfey be requeited to carry this refolve into execution:

That four companies of the militia be directed to remain in

Philadelphia, to guard the continental ftores in that city.

The matters to this day referred, being poUponed :

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.

Saturday, July 6, 1776.

A letter of the 5th, from the convention of New Jerfey, was
received and read.

The board of war brought in a report, which was taken into

confideration ; whereupon,

Refolved, That Carpenter Wharton be appointed commiflary to

fapply with rations the militia who are immediately to march from
Pennfylvania to New-Jerfey, until the comoaifTary general Ihall

order otherwife:

That William Sherman, jua. be appointed paymafter of ctJonel

Warner's regiment

:

That major Rogers be fent to New-Hampfhire, to be difpofed

of as the government ofthat ftate fhall judge bell.

Sundry letters were received and read, viz.

One from general Wafhington of the 4th and 5th:

One of the ill from gen. Schuyler to general Walhington ; and.
One of the z-fth of June, from brigadier general Sullivan to ge-

neral Schuyler

:

Refohed, That the fame be referred to the board of war.

Refolved, That the agents in Maflachufetts-Bay and Rhode-
Illand, be directed to fend the arms taken out of the Scotch tranf-

ports, to general Wafhington at New-York.
Refolved, That a copy of a letter received from J. Green be for-

warded to general Wafhington, and that he be defired to fend for

fuch parts of the llores therein mentioned, as he fhall think proper.

Application being made by William Kelfay, who has raifed a
company in New-Jerfey, for a fum of money to defray the expences

of faid company to New-York :

Ordered, That Mr. Meafe advance one month's pay to captaia

Kelfay, for the ufe of his company ; he to be accountable.

The Congrefs proceeded to the election of members for the
committee on Indian affairs, in the room of thofe abfent, and tlie

ballots being taken, Mr. Jefferfon, Mr. P. Livingfton and Mr.
Huntingdon, were chofeu.

Refolved,
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Refohed, That Mr. Floyd, Mr. Rodney and Mr. Clark, be ad-

(ded to the committee on the mifcarriages in Canada.

Refohed, That the fecret committee be direfted to deliver one

ton of powder to the convention of New-York ; they to be ac-

countable :

That general Schuyler be direfted to colleft and audit the pub-

lic accounts of the late general Montgomery, and to include his

pay and the allowance for his table in the adjuftment.

The board of treafury laid before Congrefs an account of James

Warren, Efq; late paymalier general of the United Colonies;

whereupon,

Refohed, That the following allowances be made, viz.

For affiflants, from 27th July, I775> to 4th May, 1776, the

fum of 276 dollars :

For fundry articles purchafed for the ufe of the office in New-
York, 3 dollars and forty-nine feventy-two parts of a dollar :

For horfe-hire to William Wynthrop, Efq; and for his attend-

ance and expences in Philadelphia, lOO dollars:

Ordered, That Mr. Warren pay the balance in his hands to Ebe^

nezer Hancock, Efq; deputy paymafter general for the eaftern

department.

Adjourned to nine o'clock on Monday.

Monday, July 8, 1776.

A letter of the 4th from general Wafliington, and one of the 6th

from the convention of New-Jerfey, were laid before Congrefs and
read.

Refohed, That the fecret committee be direfted to fend four tons

of powder, and a fufficient quantity of cartridge-paper, to general

Mercer, for the ufe of the flying camp. '

Refohed, That an order for 20,000 dollars be drawn on the

treafurers, in favour of James Meafe; he to be accountable.

A letter from Mrs. Connolly was laid before Congrefs and read;

Refohed, That it be referred to the committee of fafety of Penn-

fylvania, and that it be recommended to faid committee, to make
proper orovifion for Mrs. Connolly, 'till farther order of Congrefs^

Refohed, That the commanding officer of the military affocia-

tors of Philadelphia, be direfted not to order captain Peters out of

the city, as his fervice and attendance is necefTary in the war-office.

Refohed, That the poft-maflers, while in office, {je excufed

from all military duty.

A letter of the 4th, frorn the convention of Maryland, inclofing

refolutions for raifing three thoufand four hundred men for the

flying camp, was received and read:

- Refohed, That major s;eneral Gates be informed, that it was the

intention of Congrefs to give him the command of the troops whilft

in Canada, but that they had no defign to veft him with a fupe-
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rior command to general Schuyler, whilft the troops fiiould be on

this fide Canada ; and that the prefident write to major general

Schuyler and major-general Gates, ftating this matter, and recom-

mending to them to carry on the military operations with harmony,

and in luch manner as fhall beft promote the public fervice :

That a copy of the foregoing refolution be tranfmitted to gene-

ral Wafhington.

The committee of fafety of Pennfylvania having recommended

Daniel Burkhard, George Hubley, Jacob Bunner and Benjamin

Weifer, to be captains of the four companies of Germans to be

raifed in that ftate
;

Refolved, That they be approved, and that commiffions be

granted to them accordingly.

The board of war brought in a report, which was taken into

confideration; whereupon,

Refolved, That general Wafhington be veiled with difcretionary

power to call to his affiflance at New-York, fuch of the continen-

tal regiments in the Maffachufetts Bay, as have not already receiv-

ed orders to march to Ticonderoga ; and that the general court of

that ftate be requcfted to fupply their places with militia, if they

think it expedient

:

That the commiffary general have full power to fupply both ar-

mies, that upon the lakes as well as that at New-York; and alfo to

appoint and employ fuch perfons under him, and to remove any
deputy commiffary, as he fhall judge proper and expedient ; it be-

ing abfolutely neceffary, that the fupply of both armies fhould be

under one direftion.

The Congrefs then proceeded to the eleftion of a deputy quar-

ter-mafter general for the flying camp, and the ballots being taken,

Clement Biddle was elefted deputy quarter-mafter general for

the flying camp, and for the militia of Pennfylvania and New-Jer-
fey, ordered to rendezvous at Trenton.

Refolved, That to-morrow be afligned for the eleftion of a de-

puty mufter-mafter general for the flying camp and militia afore

-

faid.

Refolved, That the committee for providing medicines be di-

rected to fupply the militia aforefaid with a fufficient quantity of

fuitable medicines. '

Refolv:^d, That an order for 60,000 dollars be drawn on the trea-

furers, in favour of the delegates of Georgia, for the ufe of the

continental battalions; the ftate of Georgia to be accountable.

Refolved, That general Wafliington be impowered to appoint

ftiitable places of rendezvous for the new battalions raifing for

Canada, and communicate the fame to the alfemblies of New-
Hampfhire, Maffachufetts Bay, Connedlicut and New-York ; alfo

to iflue his orders for fupplying the men with rations, tents, a

month's pay advance, and other neceffaries.

Refohed^
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Refohed, That Mr. Meafe be direded to advance one month's

pay to fuchofthe militia as will engage to ferve in the flying

camp.

Refohed, That an order for 5000 dollars be drawn on the trea-

furers, in favour of Mr. George Evans, contradtor, for fupplying

the Delaware battalion ; he to be accountable.

A letter of the 5th, from the committee of fafety of Delaware
government, with fundry papers enclofed, was laid before Con-
grefs and read

:

Refohed, That the fame be referred to the delegates of Mary*
land and Delaware.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.

Tuesday, July 9, 1776.

The board of war brought in a report, which was taken Into

confideration ; whereupon,

Refohed, That Abraham Sheppard be appointed captain
;

Samuel Finley, firll-lieutenant

;

William Killey, fecond-lieutenant

;

Henry Bidinger, third-lieutenant

;

of the Virginia rifle company : and that the delegates of Virginia

be irapowered to write to the feveral county committees in that

Hate, where they think it mofl; proper and probable for the men
to be raifed, requefting the faid committees to recommend officers

for the appointment of Congrefs, to fill up colonel Stevenfon^s

regiment ; the officers fo recommended to have power immediately

to inlift. their men, and commiffions to be fent them as foon as

poffible, and that 7000 dollars be paid into the hands of colonel

Stevenfon, for bounty money, and other regimental expences :

That a farther fum of 5000 dollars be paid into the hands of

faid colonel Stevenfon, and 2500 dollars to the delegates of Mary-
land for theufeof the faid regiment; they to be accountable.

Rsjohed, That Mr. Palfrey, late aid de camp of general Wafli-

Ington, have the rank of lieutenant-colonel in the continental ar-

my.
The Congrefs proceeded to the election of a deputy-mufter-

mafter general for the flying camp and militia ordered to rendez-

vous at Trenton, and the ballots being taken
;

Jonathan B. Smith was elefted.

Refohed, That an order for 10,000 dollars be drawn on the

treafurers in favour of the committee of fecret correfpondence for

the purchafe of two veflels, they to be accountable.

The committee to whom the petition of William Poole was re-

ferred, brought in their report ; whereupon,

Refohed, That twenty dollars be paid to the faid William Poole

for his prefent fupport, till regulations are made for the relief of

difabled foldiers.

Refohed'
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Refolved, That the reverend Mr. Duche be appointed chaplain

to Congrefs, and that he be defired to attend every morning at

nine o'clock.

Re/ohed, That the committee of fafety of Pennfylvanla releafe

Allen M' Donald of Kingfborough, a prifoner in the goal of Phila-
delphia, on his parole, and that upon figning the parole he be
treated agreeable to former refolutions of Congrefs.

Refohed, That a committee be appointed to fettle a cartel for

exchange of prifoners

;

The members chofen Mr. Braxton, Mr. Wilfon, and Mr.
Harrifon.

Refohed, That fuch of the militia as are employed in making
gun locks, and fuch as are employed in making cannon, and pow-
der, be detained from marching on the prefent occafion to New-
Jerfey.

Refohed, That five of the committee appointed to enquire intq

the caufes of the mifcarriages in Canada be a quorum to proceed to
bufinefs.

The committee on the treafury to whom the claims of John
Walker and Willie Jones, Efqrs; commiflioners for Indian affairs

in the fouthern department were referred, reported that there is

due.

To John Walker, Efq; for 139 days he was employed in the
fouthern department at the rate of 4 dollars a day, ^^6 dollars :

To Willie Jones, Efq; for his expences attending Indian affairs

at Salifbury, and travelling to fundry places, 250 dollars, and for

95 days on duty at 4 dollars a day, 380 dollars:

,
Ordered, That the fald accounts be paid.

A memorial from Ludwick Karcher was prefented to Congrefa
and read

:

Refohed, That it be referred to the board of war.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.

Wednesday, July 10, 1776.

Refohed, That one month's pay be advanced to the militia of
Pennfylvanla ordered to march to Trenton, the fame to be .paid

after the men are muttered :

That Mr. J. Meafe be direded to deliver to Mr. C. Biddle, the
deputy-quarter matter general for the flying camp, and militia,

fuch tents and other articles as he has belonging to the continent,
and which may be wanted for the militia and flying camp.
The board of war brought in a report, which was taken into

confideration ; whereupon,

Refohed, That the committee of Lancatter be impowered, and
dlrefted to keep a guard over the prifoners, in the barracks of
that borough, and to.furround the faid barracks with a ftockade
fort:

That
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That the pfivates, who are prifoners in the town of Reading,
be removed to the borough of Lancafter.

A letter from Ephraim Anderfon was laid before Congrefs and
read.

Refolved, That the prefident write to general Wafhington on
thefubjeft, enclofing Mr. Anderfon's letter, and that Mr. Ander-
fon be referred to the general.

The committee appointed to draw up rules and orders for the

government of the houfe, brought in their report, which vras readi

Ordered to lie on the table.

The ftanding committee for indian affairs brought in a report,

which was read

:

Ordered to lie on the table.

Refohedy That the committe for providing medicines be direft-

edtofurnifh Dr. Allifon with a fett of inftruments, and that the

director general fupply him with proper medicines.

The committee to whom the cartel, between brigadier general

Arnold and captain Forfter, and the feveral papers thereto relating

Were recommitted, brought in their report, which was read as

follows

:

That having made diligent enquiry into the fafts, they find,

that a party of 390 continental troops, under the command of co-

lonel Bedel, was polled at the Cedars, about 43 miles above Mon-
treal; that they had there formed fome works of defence, the

greater part of them picketed lines, the reil a breaftwork of

earth, with two field pieces mounted :

That, on Wednefday, the 15th of May, colonel Bedel received

intelligence, that a party of the enemy, confifting of about 600
fegulars, Canadians and Indians, were on their way to attack his

poft, and were then within nine miles of it: that colonel Bcdel

thereon fet out himfelf for Montreal to procure a reinforcement

whereupon the command at the Cedars devolved on Major Butter-

field:

That, on Thnrfday, a reinforcement, under the command of

Major Sherburne, marched from Montreal for the Cedars, while

a larger detachmeftt fhould be getting ready to proceed thither

with brigadier general Arnold

:

That, On Friday the feventeenth, the enemy, under the com-

mand of captain Forfter, Invefted the poft at the Cedars, and for

two days kept up a loofe fcattering fire; that Major Butterfield

propofed from the very firft to furrender the poft, and refufed re-

|)eated folicttations from his officers and men, to permit them to

fally out on the enemy :

That, on Sunday afternoon, a flag being fent in by the enemyy

Major Butterlield agreed to furrender the fort and garrifon to Cap-

tain Forfter, capitulating witji him, whether verbally or in writ-

ing doe& not appear, that the garrifon Ihould not be put into the

h'ftHds
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hands of the favages, and that their baggage (hould not be plun-

dered:

That, at the time ofthe furrender, the enemy confifted of about

40 regulars, one hundred Canadians, and five hundred Indians, and

no cannon; the garrifon had fuftained no injury from their fire, bat

the having one man wounded; they had twenty rounds of carti'idges

a man, thirty rounds for one field piece, five for another, half a

barrel of gun powder, fifteen pounds of mufquet ball, and provifi-

ons fufficient to have lafted them twenty or thirty days: Major

Butterfield knew that a reinforcement was on its way, and more-

over was fo near the main body of the army, that he could not

doubt of being fupported by that:

That, immediately on the furrender, the garrifon was put into

the cuftody of the favages, who plundered them of their baggage,

and even ftripped them of their cloaths:

That major Sherburne having landed on Monday the 20th,

at Quinze Chenes, about nine milesfrom the Cedars, and marched

on with his party, confifting then of one hundred men, to within

four miles thereof, was there attacked by about five hundred

of the enemy; that he maintained his ground about an hour,

and then being conftrained to retreat, performed the fame in

good order, receiving and returning a conftant fire for about

forty minutes, when the enemy finding means to poft advanced

parties, in fuch a manner, as to intercept his farther retreat, they

alfo were made prifoners of war :

That they were Immediately put Into the cuftody of the favages,

carried to where major Butterfield and his party v^^ere, and fl;rlp-

ped of their baggage and wearing apparel:

That two of them were put to death that evening, four or five

others at different times afterwards, one ofwhom was of thofe who
furrendered on capitulation at the Cedars, and was killed on the

8th day after that furrender; that one was firft fliot, and while re-

taining life and fenfatlon, was roafted, as was related by his com-
panion now in poffefllon of the favages, who himfelf fav/ the fa6l;

andthat feveral others being worn down by famine and cruelty, were

left expofed in an illand naked and perifhing with cold and hun-

ger :

That, while major Sherburne was In cuftody of the enemy,

captain Forfter required of him, and the other officers, to fign a

cartel ftlpulating the exchange of themfelves and their men for as

many of equal condition of the Britifti troOps in our pofTeffion;

farther that notwkhftandingf the exchanc[e, neither them^elve^3 nor

men fhould ever again bear arms againft the Britlfli government;

and for the performance of this, four hoftages were to be delive-

rec,which,theybeingunder the abfolute power of the enemy, did

fign

:

Vol ir. Kk That
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That on Sunday the 26th the prifoners were carried to Qnlnzer
Chenes, when it was difcovered that general Arnold was approach-
ing, and making difpofitions to attackthem:

That captain Forfter having defired major Sherburne to attend

a flag, which he was about to fend to general Arnold for confir-

mation of the cartel, carried him into the council ofindians, then

fitting, who told him, that it was a mercy never before ftiewn in

their wars, that they had put to death fo few of the prifoners;

but that he muft expeft and fo inform general Arnold, that they
fhould certainly kill every man, who fhould thereafter fall into their

hands :

That captain Forfter joined in defiring that this bloody meffage

fhould be delivered to general Arnold, and moreover that he fhould

be notified, that if he rejedled the cartel, and attacked him, every

man of the prifoners would be put to inftant death:

That "general Arnold was extremely averfe from entering into

any agreement, and was at length induced to do it by no other

motive, than that of faving the prifoners from cruel and inhumaa
death, threatened in fuch terms as left no doubt it was to be

perpetrated, and that he did at length conclude it, after feveral

flags received.from captain Forfter, and a relinquifhment by him
of the unequal article reftraining our foldiers from again bearing

arms

:

That the prifoners fo ftipulated to be given up to the enemy,

were not in thepoffeflion of general Arnold, nor under his direc-

tion, but were, at that time diftributed in various parts of the

continent, under the orders of this houfe:

That four hoRages were accordingly delivered to captain For-

fter, who were immediately plundered andftripped by the favagesj

and on his part were delivered, one major, four captains, fixteea

fubaltcfrns and three hundred and fifty five privates as fpecified in

a certificate of captain James Ofgood and others, of whom no fpe-

cification by their names or numbers has yet been tranfmitted; that

he retained twelve Canadians alledging in his juftification exprefs

orders io to do, and that living in a military government, they

were to be confidered even in a worfer light than deferters from his

majefty's armies: Thefe he carried away in irons, but afterwards

releafed: That he permitted the indians to carry into their coun-

tries feveral other natives of the United States for purpofes un-

known:
That, during the time of their captivity, not half food was al-

lowed the prifoners; they were continually infulted, bufFetted and

ill treated by the favages; and when the firft parties of them were

carried orf from the fhore to be delivered to general Arnold, balls

ofmud were fired at them, and at the laft parties muflcet balls.

The Ccmgrefs taking into confideration the foregoing report,

came to the following refolutigns

:

Re/o/ved,
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Refohed, That all afts contrary to good faith, the laws of na-

ture, or the cuftoms of civilized nations, done hj the officers or

foldiers of his Britannic majefty, or by foreigners or favages taken

into his fervice, are to be conlidered as done by his orders, unlefs

indeainirication be made in cafes which admit inden:inification, and

in all other cafes, unlefs immediate and efFedtive meafures be takea

by him, or by his officers, for bringing to condign punilhment the

authors, abettors and perpetrators of the aft :

That the plundering the baggage of the garrifon at the Cedars,

ftripping them of their cloaths, and delivering them into the

hands of the favages, was a breach of the capitulation on the part

of the enemy, for which indemnification ought to be demanded

:

That the murder of the prifoners of war was a grofs and inhu-

man violation of the laws of nature and nations; that condign pu?

niihment fhould be infliaed on the authors, abettors and perpe-

trators of the fame; and that, for this purpofe, it be required,

that they be delivered into our hands

:

That the agreement entered into by general Arnold, was a mere

fponfion on his part; he not being invelted with powers for the

difpofal of prifoners not in his poffeffion, nor under his direction
;

and that, therefore, it is fubjeft to be ratified or annulled, at the

difcretion ofthis houfe:

That the fhameful furrender of the poft at the Cedars, is charge-

able on the commandifig officer; that fuch other of the prifoners,

as were taken there, fliewed a willingn..fs and defire to fight the

enemy ; and that major Sherburne and the prifoners taken vyith

him, though their difparity of numbers was great, fought the

enemy bravely for a confiderable time, and furrendered at laft, but

on abfolute neceffity ; on which confideration, and on which alone

it is refolved, that the faid fponfion be ratified ; and that an equal

number of captives from the enemy, of the fame rank and condi-

tion, be reftored to them, as ftipulated by the faid fponfion:

That, previous to the delivery of the prifoners to be returned on

our part, the Britifh commander in Canada be required to deliver

into our hands the authors, abettors and perpetrators of the horrid

murder committed on the prifoners, to fuffer fuch punifliment as

their crime deferves ; and alfo to make indemnification for thp

plunder at the Cedars, taken contrary to the faith of the capitula-

tion ; and that, until fuch delivery and indemnification be made,

the faid prifoners be not delivered :

That, if the enemy (hall commit any further violences, by put-

ting to death, torturing, or otherwife ill treating the prifoners re-

tained by them, or any of the hoftages put into their hands, re-

courfe be had to retaliation, as the fole means of flopping the pro-

grefs of human butchery; and that for that purpofe, punifiiments

oi the fame kind ^nd degree be inflicted on an equal number ofthe

captives
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captives from them m our poffeffion, 'till they fhall be taught to

refpedl the violated rights of nations

:

That a copy of the above report and refolutions be tranfmitted

to the commander in chief of the continental forces, to be by him
fent to generals How^e and Burgoyne.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrowr.

Thursday, July ir, T776.

Sundry letters were received and read, viz.

One of the 9th, from the convention of New-Jerfey

:

One of the fame date, from the committee of Eaflon, and thre^

from officers, prifoners, defiring leave to come to Philadelphia.

Rcfolved, That the letter from the convention of New-Jerfey be
referred to the board of war, who are defired to report thereon as

foon as poffible.

Refolvedy That Mr. T. Matlack be direfted to deliver to Mr.
C. Biddle, deputy quarter-mafter general for the flying camp,
fuch of the continental ftores in his poileffion, as may be necelTary

for faid flying camp.

The general having recommended the following gentlemen to

be officers of the two remaining riflle companies of colonel Steven*

fon's battalion at New-York, viz.

Philemon Griffith, captain

:

Thomas Huffey Lucket, firft lieutenant:

Adamfon Tannohill, fecond lieutenant

:

Henry Hardman, third lieutenant :

Richard Davis, captain :

Daniel Creflap, firft lieutenant

:

Nieman Tannehill, fecond lieutenant:

Henry Hardman, third lieutenant

:

Refohed, That they be accepted, and commiffions granted tq

them accoi-dingly.

Refohed, That an order for 213 dollars and one-third be drawn

on the treafurers, in favour of the delegates of Maryland, to defray

the expences of tranfporting powder to Maryland ; they to be ac-

countable.

Three petitions; one from major Melchior, one from John

Doyle and one from Benjamin Flower, were prefented to Congrefs

and read:

Refohed, That they be referred to the board of war.

A petition from John Cox was prefented to Congrefs and re^d
;

whereupon, .

Refghedy That the fecret committee be direfted to fell Mr. Cox
lialf a ton of powder, for the ufe of the private veflel of war by

him fitted out.

A petition from Cox, Furman and others, was prefented to

Congrefs and read, together with a memorial from the committee

of
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of infpeftion and obfervation for the city and liberties of Philadel-

phia, recommending their cafe to the notice of Congrefs ; where-

upon,

Refolved, That the petitioners have leave to difpofe of the goods

atientioned in their petition.

A letter of the 10th, from general Waftiington, and five letters

of the 5th and 6th, from governor Trumbull, vi^ere laid before

Congrefs and read.

The board of war, to whom the letter from the convention of

New-Jerfey was referred, brought in a report, which was taken

into confideration ; whereupon,

Refolved, That a letter be written to the convention of New-
Jerfey, informing them,—that, as they have not inclofed to Con-
grefs copies of general Wafhington's and brigadier general Living-?

lion's letters, no judgment can be formed by Congrefs, concerning

the contents of them, until copies are fent ;—that meafures are

taking in Pennfylvania and Maryland, for forming the flying

camp ;—that, in the mean while, the aflbciated militia are march-
ing in great numbers from Pennfylvania, for the defence of New-
Jerfey;—that amm^unition has been and will be fupplied by this

Congrefs, for the defence of New-Jcrfey ;—that, with regard to

the pay of the miiiti?., Congrefs will obferve the fame rule of con-

ducl towards New-Jerfey, as towards other colonies:

That it be notified to the convention of Virginia, that the Con-
grefs are willing to take into continental poffeflion the forts at the

mouths of Wheeling and the great Kanhaway, and the fort at

Pittfbnrg now in poffeflion of that colony; and alfo to receive, on
the continental eftablifhment, the garrifons in thefe forts, if the

faid convention (hall defire it.

The marine committee reported, that, in purfuance of the order

of Congrefs, they have called before them divers of the inferior of-

ficers belonging to the fhips Alfred and Columbus, and having

ieard their complaints againft the captains Saltonftall and Whip-
ple, in their pretence, ai'e of opinion, that the charge againft cap-

tain Saltonftall does not appear to the committee to be well found-

ed, and that the charge againft captain Whipple amounts to no-

thing more than a rough, indelicate mode of behaviour to his ma-
rine officers ; whereupon,

Refolved, That the marine committee be directed to order the

captains Saltonftall and Whipple to repair to their refpeftive com-
mands ; and that it be recommended to captain Whipple to culti-

vate harmony with his officers.

Dr. Franklin, one of the commiflioners to Canada, laid before

Congrefs an account of his expenditures

:

Refolved, That the fame be referred to the board of treafurv.

The prefident acquainted Congrefs, that laft evening informa-

jfcion was given to him of a ccnfpiracy or plot carrying on for li-

berating
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berating the prifoners in the gaol of Philadelphia and other evil

defigns ; whereupon,

Refolved, That a committefc of five be appointed, and that they,

together with the prefident, be direfted to make ftricl enquiry
into the truth of the matter, and if they find the information well

grounded, to take fuch fteps as they fhall judge prudent and ef-

fectual for defeating the machinations of the confpirators ; and in

cafeofneceffity, to call upon the brigadier general or commanding
officer of the affociatorsjfor the aid of the military :

The members chofen, Mr. JefFerfon, Mr. Stockton, Mr. Guin-
net, Mr. Morris and Mr. Wilfon.

A letter from Mr. Meafe was laid before Congrefs and read

;

whereupon,

Refolved, That an order for 40,000 dollars be drawn on the trea-

furers, in favour ofMr. Meafe, to enable him to advance a month's-

pay to the military alTociators of Pennfylvania, ordered into New-
Jerfey, and to thofe who engage to form the flying camp j he to

be accountable.

The committee of claims reported, that there is due.

To Thomas Amor, for boarding general Lee's guard, the fun;

of 34 dollars and twenty -two-ninetieths :

To colonel Nelfon, for expences of an exprefs, the fum of 4 dol-

lars and eighty-four-ninetieths

:

To Cafper Miller, for provifions, &c. for general Lee's guard,

the fum of 33 dollars and twenty-feven-ninetieths

:

To Thomas Dundas, for riffles fupplied colonel Irwine's batta-

lion, the fum of 3 1
3 dollars and feventy-eight-ninetieths, and that

the fame ought to be charged to faid battalion

:

To Jofeph Hewes, Efq; for expences paid for the carriage,

guard, &c. of powder, to North-Carolina, the fum of 660 dollars

and thirty-four-ninetieths :

To Timothy Matlack, on account, 200 dollars;

To William Trickett, for ftationary, the fum of 204 dollars and

fifty-one-ninetieths

:

Ordered, That the faid accounts be paid.

The committee, to whom the letter from John Macpherfon of

the 31ft of May, was referred, reported.

That they have examined Mr. Macpherfon, refpefting the con-

tents of his letter, who alledged, that he had a promife of being

appointed commander in chief of the American navy, by Meffrs.

Randolph, Hopkins and J. Riitledge, a committee of Congrefs,

to whom he communicated an important fecret, but that he pror

duced no evidence in fupport of fuch allegation ; that they enquir-

ed of Mr. Hopkins about this promife, in the prefence of Mr,

Macpherfon, and that Mr. Hopkins declared he recolleded no-

thing of the kind; whereupon,

Befolvedi
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Refohed, That the application and requefl of Mr. Macpherfon

as unreafonable.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.

Friday, July 12, 1776.

Sundry letters were laid before Congrefs and read, vizi

One of the nth, from brigadier general Wooller: *

One from Mrs. Connolly; and

One of the loth, from the convention of New-Jerfey

:

Refolved, That the laft be referred to the board of war.

Refolved, That the committee appointed on the 8th of May laft,

on the inftruftions given to commodore Hopkins, be difcharged
;

and that the matters to them referred, be committed to the marine

committee, who are invefted with the fame powers as the commit-

tee, now difcharged, were at their appointment ; and that the faid

marine committee be directed to proceed to enquire, as well how
far the faid commodore has complied with the inftru6tions given hifti

by the naval committee, as into the complaints reported by the

marine committee on the 13th of June, to have been exhibited

againft him.

The committee appointed to examine the claims of Mr. Charles

Walker, for the hire and expences of his floop Endeavour and the

damages he has futtained, in confequence of her being taken into

the fervice of the United Colonies, and brought from New-Provi-

dence to New-London by commodore Hopkins, brought in their

report, which was taken into confideration ; whereupon,

Refohed, That the faid floop Endeavour be reftored to the faid

Charles Walker, with all her ftores and materials, as (he came from

fea, and now lies at New-London :

That the fum of two thoufand dollars be paid to the faid Charles

Walker, for the hire of her, and in lieu of all lofTes, damages,

premiums of infurance, and expences whatever

:

That the faid Charles Walker be permitted to inveft the balance

of the faid 200D dollars, or what remains after defraying his ex-

pences, and paying for the repairs and outfit of his veflel, in pro-

duce, and export the fame.

The committee appointed to prepare articles of confederation,

brought in a draught, which was read :

Ordered, That eighty copies, and no more, of the confederation, as

brought in by the committee, be immediately printed and depo-

fited with the fecretary, who fliall deliver one copy to each member;
That the printer be under oath to deliver all the copies, which

he Ihall print together with the copy flieet to the fecretary, and
not to difclofe either direftly or indiredlly, the contents of the

faid confederation:

That no member furnifli any perfon with his copy, or take any

fleps
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fteps by which the faid confederation may be re-printed, and that

the fecretary be under the h'ke injunftion.

The committee appointed to take into confidcration the memo-
rial of the direftor general of the American hofpital brought in

their report, which was read

:

Ordered to lie on the table.

Refolved, That Mr. Hopkinfon be added to the marine commit-

tee.

Refohed, That the fecretary be impowered to employ an affif-

tant clerk.

The committee on the treafury, to whom the account of Dr,

Franklin, one of the commiffioners to Canada was referred, repor-

ted that there is due to faid Dr. Franklin the fum of 1221 dollars

and eighteen ninetieths, of which

560 dollars to be charged to brigadier-general A.rnold :

124 do. advanced to Charles Carrol of Carrolton, Efq;

164 do. and feventy-eight ninetieths, paid for bedding &c. for

the ixle of the commiffioners and which now remains depofited

with the commifTary offtores at Albany, and

372 dollars and thirty ninetieths, expended by Meflrs. Frank-

lin and J. Carrolin their journey to, and from, and in Canada :

Ordered, That the faid account be paid.

Adjourned to nine o'clock on Monday next.

The Congrefs being called together on

Sunday, July 14, 1776.

Two letters from general Wafnington dated nth and 12th,

were laid before Congrels and read.

Refolved, That an order for 20,oco dollars be drawn on the

treafurers in favour of C. Biddle, deputy-quarter mafter general

for the ufe of the flying camp and militia ordered to New-Jerfey;

he to be accountable :

That Mr. Biddle be direfted to ufe every method to forward

the flour at Trenton to the places where it is wanted:

That he be impowered to appoint an affiftant

:

That he be direfted to furnifh tents, camp kettles, and canteens

for an army of 20,000 men, including fuch of thofe articles, as he

has received from Mr. Meafe :

That he be directed to employ one or more armourers for the

arniy in New-Jerfey :

That application be made to the convention of New-Jeffey ta

fupply all the lead they poflibly can for the flying camp and militia;

That application be made to the committee of fafety of Penn-

fylvania, defiring them to fupply the flying camp and militia in

New-Jerfey with as many rauHiet cartridges well balled, as they

can poffibly fpare:

That
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That the fecret committee be direfted to fupply the committee

of fafety of Pennfylvania, with a quantity ofpowder equal to that

fpared to the continent in cartridges :

That an exprels be fent to overtake the powder waggons gone to

Virginia, with a letter to colonel F. Lewis, defiring him to fend

in the return waggons all the lead he can colledl at Frederickfburg;

That the committee or council of fafety of Virginia be requeft-

ed to fend to Philadelphia by the return of the waggons as much
of the lead they now have at Williamfburg, as they can fpare, and

to order from the mines 15 or 20 tons more of lead to Philadelphia,

as foon as poflible

:

That a letter be written to the commanding officer in New-
Jerfey to march fuch of the militia, and flying camp to Brun-

fwick or other places in Kew-Jerfey, as he may judge neceffary,

and moft conducive tothepublick fervice, provided that this does

not interfere with any prior diredlions of general Wafhington :

That the committee of fafety of Pennfylvania be requefted im-

mediately to order to the feveral places of their deftination all the-

Brltifii of&cers, prifoners In this city ; their wives not to be defir-

ed to go, until the weather is more fuitable

:

That the commanding officer in Pennfylvania be defired to iffue

fre(h orders, and exert himfelf to forward the immediate march of

the militia to New-Jerfey : The fervice requiring their being im-

mediately embodied, as appears by the advices received by ex-

prefs from general Wafhington :

That the deputy quarter mailer general be direfted to requeft

the ufe of fome houfe of public worfhip to cover the troops during

their fhort flay in this city.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.

Monday, Julyxi^t ^776.

Sundry letters were laid before Congrefs and read, viz.

One from Mr. J. Jay of the 6th, inclofing a memorial from Sa-

muel Tredwell Pell of the manor of Pelham:

One from the committee of Lancafter of the i ith :

One from the committee of Reading of the 13th ; and

Two from the convention of New-York of the nth, with fun-

dry papers inclofcd, among which were the following refolutions :

«* In convention of the reprefentatives of the ftate of New-York,
White Plains, July 9, 1776.

Refolved unanimoufly, that the reaix)ns alCgned by the conti-

nental Congrefs for declaring the United Colonies free and inde-

pendant ftates, are cogent and concliifive, and that while we la-,

ment the cruel necefiity, which has rendered that meafure unavoid-

able, we approve the fame, and will at the rlfque of our lives and
fortunes join with the other colonies in fupoorting it.

Vol, II. LI Refolved,
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Refolved unaniraoufly, That the delegates of this ftate, in the

Continental Congrefs, be and they hereby are authorifed to con-
cert and adopt all fuch meafures as they may deem conducive to

the happinefs and welfare of the United States of America.
Extraft from the minutes, Robert Be nson. Secretary."

Refolved, That the letters from the convention of New-York,
with the papers inclofed, be referred to the board of war:

That the general's letters of the icth, nth and I2th, be re-

ferred to the board of war.

Refolved, That the cafe of the officers ordered from New-Jerfey
to Pennfylvania, be referred to the board of war, and that they be
directed to examine into the conduft of faid officers and their fer-

vants, and to order them to fuch places, and to be difpofed of in

luch manner, as they fhall think proper.

Refolved, That the fum of 55 dollars be paid to major Henry
Sherburne, for his expences from the 6th of June, the time he left

Canada, to this day, with a farther allowance of eight days ex-

pences to join bis regiment.

Refolved, That two members be elefked for tjie board of treafu-

ry, in the room of two who are abfent

:

The members chofen, Mr. P. Livingfton and Mr. Reed.

A letter from an officer of colonel Hazen's battalion, was laid

before Congrefs and read :o
^

Refolved, That it be referred to the committee on the mifcarri-

ages in Canada.

A petition and memorial of captain James Rofs was received

and read

:

Refolved, That it be referred to the committee of claims.

Refolved, That it be recommended to Patrick Henry, Efq; go-
vernor of Virginia, to give orders for manning and fending to fea,

under convoy, the brigantine Fanny, captain Tokely, which is

loaded on account of the continent.

Rejolved, That a committee to confift of a member from Virgi-

nia, Maryland, Delaware, Pennfylvania and New-Jerfey, be ap-

pointed to conlider the propriety and means of augmenting the

flying camp

:

The members chofen, Mr. Jefferfon, Mr. Stone, Mr. Reed,

Mr. Morton and Mr. Stockton,

Refolved, That the battalion for the defence of the weftern fron-

tiers, be raifed in the counties of Weftmoreland and Bedford, in

the following proportions, to wit, feven companies in Weftmore-
land, and one company in Bedford :

That the coramlffioned officers of the feveral companies, be ap-

pointed by the committee of the county in which they are to be

raifed.

Refolved, That to-morrow be affigned for electing the field of-

ficers of the German battalion.

Refdvsdy
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Refolved, That a chief phyfician be appointed for the flying

camp, and that his pay be four dollars a day :

The ballots being taken and examined,

Do6lor William Shippen, jun. was elefted.

Refolved, That to-morrow be afligned for elefting a commiffary

of military ftores, and a deputy adjutant general for the flying

camp.

Refolved, That Thurfday morning be affigned for taking into

confideration the report of the committee of ways and means.

Refolved, That Alexander M'Donald, fon of captain M'Donald,

be liberated on his parole, and allowed to refide with his father.

A petition from John Hannum was prefented to Congrefs and

read

:

Refolved, That the fame, together with the papers accompany-

ing it, be referred to the fecret committee.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.

Tuesday, July ifi, 1776.

Sundry letters were laid before Congrefs and read, viz.

One from general Waftiington of the 14th :

One from brigadier general Sullivan, of the 2d, from Crown-
point :

One from the committee of Lancafter, of the 13th:

One from Samuel Blackden, of the i6th :

Refolved, That the letter from genei-al Wafhington be referred

to the board of war:

That Samuel Blackden be referred to the deputy paymafl:er and
deputy commiflary general in the northern department.

Refolved, That general Wafliington be defired to lodge powder
with fuch perfons as he may think proper, for the ufe of fuch

parts of the ftate of New-York, as he may apprehend expofed to

danger, and that the commanding officer in New-Jerfey do the

fame in that colony ; and that general Wafhington, and the faid

commanding ofiicer in New-Jtrley. be impowered to draw from
the mills of Meflrs. Wifner, Livingfton and Ford, any powder
which may be requifite for thefe purpofes, or for the ufe of their

refpeftive camps.

The board of war brought in a report, which was taken into

confideration ; whereupon,

Refolved, That there be appointed by the commanding officer

of each regiment in the continental army, a ferjeant major, quar-
ter maflier ferjeant, drum major and fife major, who fhall refpec-

tively hold no other appointment but thofe before mentioned, and
that their pay be one dollar a month each, more than that allowed
to a ferjeant, drum or fife in faid regiment

:

That a warrant be made out to John Doyle, to be a captain of
a company of rilfle men to be raifed for three years, unlefs fooner

difchargeJ
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difcharged by Congrefs ; his commiflion to be given him as foon

as his company is full:

That a paymafter be appointed to each regiment in the army of

the United States, with a falary of 26 dollars and two-thirds a

month :

That the application to Congrefs from Mr. Rowland Chambers,
defiring to be appointed paymafter to the New Jerfey troops at

New-York, cannot be complied with, as fuch an appointment

would interfere with the duty of the paymafter general, within

whofe department it properly lies:

That half a dollar a week be allowed to each of the Conneftlcut

light horfe, who have joined the army at New-York, for the

maintenance of his horfe for fo long time only as the general fhall

think it necefTary for fuch horfe to continue in the fervice:

That general Schuyler be directed to take every pofiible pre-

caution to cleanfe the army, under his command, from the iri-

fe&ion of the fmall-pox:

That it be recommended to the convention of Pennfylvania now
fitting to take fuch meafures as they may judge proper and necef-

fary, for procuring as much lead, within that ftate, as can be ob-

tained for the fupply of the flying camp :

That three commiffioners be appointed by Congrefs to repair as

foon as may be to New-York, there to audit the accounts of the

commiffary general, quarter mafter general, and diredlor general

of the hqfpital, and all other accounts of the army; the faid com-
miffioners to take an oath for the faithful execution of their truft:

That three commiflioners be appointed for the like purpofes in

the northern army:

That general Walhington be informed, that the bounty granted

by the refolution of Congrefs of the 26th ofJune, was intended as

a general regulation, and to extend to all fuch men now in the

continental fervice, and ail others, who will inlift for the term of

three years, to be computed from and after the expiration of the

term of their prefent inliftment.

Refohed, That Monfieur Kirmovan be appointed an engineer

in the continental fervice, with the pay of 60 dollars a month, and

the rank of lieutenant colonel

:

: That he be ordered immediately to repair to New-Jerfey, and

put himfelf under the command of the officer commanding the fly-

ing camp.

Refohed, That Richard Humpton be employed in the continen-

tal fervice, with the rank and pay of lieutenant colonel:

That Samuel Dawfon be employed in the continental fervice,

with the rank and pay of captain:

That they be ordered to repair immediately to New-Jerfey, and

put themfelves under the command of the officer commanding the

flying camp.

Hifohedi
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Rsfilved, That general Wafhington be defired to call to hir, af-

iiftance, at New York, two thoufand of the men who have march-

into New Jerfey to form the flying camp, and that the convention

ofNew-Jerfey be requefted immediately to fupply their places with

an equal number of the militia of that ftate; that letters be writ-

ten to the ftates of Mafrachufetts-Bay,Conne6licutand New-Jerfey,
fetting forth the fituation of our affairs in the New-York depart-

ment, and preffing them immediately to comply wiih the requiH-

tion ofCongrefs of the 3d of June:

That the fituation of our army at New-York be pointed out to

the ftate of Connecticut, and that it be earneftly recommended to

that ftate immediately to fend all the militia thereof, which can be

fpared, Into New-York, to reinforce the army there, and conti-

nue in fervlce until the proportions requefted of the feveral ftates

fhall arrive.

The Congrefs proceeded to the eleftion of a commifTary of mill*

tary ftores for the flying camp, and the ballots being taken, Ben-

jamin Flower, Efq ; was elefted.

A letter from S. Chafe, Efq; of the 8th was laid before Con-
grefs and read

;

Refolved, That the fame, together with the petition of Mr.
Mentges, read the 12th, be referred to the delegates of Pennfylva-

nia and Maryland.

A petition from captain Benedidl was prefented to Congrefs

and read; whereupon,

Refolved, That a copy of faid petition be fcnt to general Schuy-
ler, and that he be defired to order the accounts of captain Bene-

didl to be fettled and paid, or to inform Congrefs of the reafons

why payment ought to be withheld.

Refolved, That Mr. Wifner be impowered to employ a proper

perfon to manufadlure gun flints.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to morrow.

Wednesday, July 17, 1776.

Refolved, That the fecret committee be diredted immediately to

deliver to Mr. J. Meafe half a ton of fait petre, to be by him for-

warded to col. Moylan, quarter mafter general.

Sundry letters were laid before Congrefs and read, viz.

One from the convention of New-York, dated the 12th, with

fundry papers enclofed, which were referred to the board of war

;

One from brigadier general Woofter

:

One of the nth from Richard Ellis; and.

One of the 15th from Carpenter Wharton.

Refolved, That an order for 15,000 dollars be drawn on the

treafurers, in favour of Carpenter Wharton ; he to be accountable.

The board of war to whom the letter of general Wafhington of

th^
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the I4t1i was referred, brought In their report, which was taken
into confideration; whereupon,

Refilved, That general Wafhington, in refufing to receive a let-

ter faid to be fent from lord Howe, addreffed to " George Wafh-
ington, Efq;" adled with a dignity becoming his ftation ; and
therefore, this Congrefs do highly approve the fame ; and do di-

reft, that no letter or melfage be received on any occafion whatfo-

ever from the enemy, by the commander in chief, or others the
commanders of the American army, but fuch as fhall be direfted

to them in the charafters they refpeftively fuftain.

The prefident informed Congrefs, that he had been under the

difagreeable neceflity of committing captain Gamble to prifon, on
account of his ill behaviour ; whereupon,

Rejolvedf That the board of war be directed to inquire into the

condu£l of captain Gamble, fince he was made prifoner of war,

and report fpecially to Congrefs.

The Congrefs took into confideration the report of the commit-
tee on the niemorial of the direftor-general of the American hof^

pital ; whereupon,

Refolved, That the number of hofpital furgeons and mates be

increafed in proportion to the augmentation of the army, not ex-

ceeding one furgeon and five mates to every five thoufand men, to

be reduced when the army is reduced, or when there is no farther

occafion for fuch a number :

That as many perfons be employed in the feveral hofpitals In

quality of ftore keepers, ftewards, managers and nurfes, as are ne-

ceifary for the fervice, for the time being, to be appointed by the

direftorti of the refpeftive hofpitals :

That the feveral regimental chefts of medicines, and chirurglcal

Inftruments, which now are, or hereafter fhall be in the pofTeflioii

of the regimental furgeons, be fubjeft to the infpeftion and inqui-

ry of the refpeftive directors of hofpitals and the director general

;

and that the faid regimental furgeons fhall from time to time,

when thereto required, render account of the faid medicines and

inftruments, to the faid direftor, or if there be nodireftor in any

particular department, to the direftor general : The faid accounts

to be tranfmitted to the direftor general, and by him to this Con-

grefs : And the medicines and inftruments not ufed by any regi-

mental furgeon to be returned, when the regiment is reduced, to

the rcfpeftive direftors, and an account thereof by them rendered

to the director general, and by him to this Congrefs

:

That the feveral directors of hofpitals, in the feveral depart-

ments, and the regimental furgeons, where there is no diredtor,

fhall tranfmit to the direftor general regular returns of the num-

ber of furgeons mates, and other officers employed under them,

their names and pay : Alfo an account of the expences and furni-

ture of the hofpital under their diredlion j and that the director

general
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general make report of the fame from time to time to the comman-
der in chief, and this Congrefs :

That the feveral regimental and hofpital furgeons, in the feve-

ral departments, make weekly returns of the fick to the refpeftive

directors in their departments

:

That no regimental furgeon be allowed to draw upon the hofpi-

tal of his department £or any {lores, except medicines and inflru-

ments ; and that when any fick perfon (hall require other ftores,

they fhall be received into the faid hofpital, and the rations of the

faid fick perfons be flopped, fo long as they are in the faid hofpi-

tal ; and that the direftors of the feveral hofpitals report to the

commiflary the names of the fick, when received into, and when
difcharged from the hofpital, and make a like return to the board
of treafury

:

That all extra-expences for bandages, old linen, and other ar-

ticles neceffary for the fervice, incurred by any regimental fur-

geon, be paid by the direftor of that department, with the appro-

bation of the commander thereof:

That no more medicines belonging to the continent be difpofed

of, till further order of Congrefs :

That the pay of the hofpital furgeons be encreafed to one dollar,^

and two thirds of a dollar by the day, the pay of the hofpital

mates to one dollar by the day, and the pay of the hofpital apo-

thecary, to one dollar, and two thirds of a dollar, by the day

:

And that the hofpital furgeons and mates take rank of regimental

furgeons and mates:

That the director general and the feveral direftors of hofpitals

be impowered to purchafe with the approbatian of the commander
of the refpe6live departments, medicines and inflrumcnts for the

ufe of their refpeftive hofpitals, and draw upon the paymafter for

the fame, and make report of fuch purchafes to Congrefs.

Refolved, That Nicholas Haufeigger be colonel :

George Strieker lieutenant-colonel :

Liudewick Wiltner, major of the German battalion:

ReJolvsdf'That another company be added to the German battalion:

That David Welper be appointed captain of faid company.

Rufolved, That Samuel Brady be firfl lieutenant
;

William M'Murray fecond lieutenant
;

Henry Fortney third lieutenajit; of captain

Doyle's independant rifle company.

The Congrefs proceeded to the eledlion of a deputy paymafter
general, for the flying camp, and the ballots being taken,

Richard Dallam, Efq; was elefted.

Refolved, That colonel Smallwood from Maryland be ordered
to repair as foon as poflible with the troops under his command £0

New-York, and put himfelf under the command of the general.

That
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That the general be informed that thefe troops are to be confi-

dered as part of the two thoufand, which he was impowered to
call to his affiftance from the flying camp by the refolution paffed
yefterday.

Refolvedt That it be earneftly recommended to the convention
of New-Jerfey, to caufe all the ftock on the fea coaft, which they
(hall apprehend to be in danger of falling into the hands of the ene-

my, to be immediately removed, and driven back into the country,
to a place of fecurity.

Refolved, That a committee of three be appointed to revife the
journals, and direct what parts ought to be publifhed

:

The members chofen, Mr. Jefferfon, Mr. Lynch, jun. and
Mr. Hopkinfon.

A petition from Jean Baptifta de Vidal of Canada was prefented

to Congrefs and read :

Refolvedy That it be referred to a committee of five, and that

they be directed to inquire into the character of the petitioner,

and all others in fimilar circumftances applying for relief, and re-

port thereon to Congrefs :

The members chofen Mr. Rufli, Mr. Paea, Mr. Heyward, Mr.
Chafe, and Mr. Walton.

Refolved, That Mr. J, Adams, Mr. Harrifon and Mr. Morris

be a committee to bring in a refolution for fubjefting to confifca-

tion, the property of the fubjedls of the crown of Great-Britain,

and particularly of the inhabitants of the Britifli Weft- Indies ta-

ken on the high feas, or between high and low water mark.

The Congrefs took into confideration, the report of the com-
mittee on the rules and orders for the government of the houfe

j

whereupon,

Refolved, That the following rules be obferved.

1. So foon as nine ftates are prefent, that the Congrefs proceed

£0 bufinefs.

2. No member fhall depart from the fervice of the houfe, with-

out permifiion of the Congrefs, or order from his conftituents.

5, No member fhall read any printed paper in the houfe during

the fitting thereof, without leave of the Congrefs.

4. When the houfe is fitting, no member fhall fpeak to another,

fo as to interrupt any member who may be fpeaking in the debate.

5. Every member, when he fpeaks fliall rife from his feat, and

addrefs himfelf to the chair, and when he has finiftied fhall fit

down again.

6. No member fhall fpeak more than twice in any one debate

without leave of the houfe.

7. When two members rife together, the prefident fhall name

the perfon to fpeak.

8. No motion (hall be debated, until the fame be feconded.

9. When
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C). When a motion fhall be made, and feconded, it fliall be re-

duced to writing, if defired by the prelident or any member, deli-

vered in at the table, and read by the prelident before the fame

fiiall be allowed to be debated.

10. When a motion is made and feconded, the matter of the

motion fhall receive a determination by the queftion, or be laid a-

fide, by general confent, or poftponed by the previous queftion,

before any other motion be received.

11. If a queftion in a debate contain more parts than one, any

member may have the fame divided into as many queftioris, as

parts.

12. No perfon fhall be appointed to any office of profit, unlefs

he (hall have the confent of feven ftates, nor ftiall any ballots be

counted unlefs the perfon, for whom the ballots ftiall be given, be

firft named to the houfe, before the balloting be gone into.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.

Thursday, July 18, 1776.

The delegates from Maryland laid before Congrefs the credenti-

als of a new appointnieiit made by their coiivention, vvhich were

read, as follows
;

" In Convention, Annapolis, July 4, 1776.

Rtfolved, That the honourable Matthew Tilghman, Efq; and

Thomas Johnfon, junr. William Paca, Samuel Chafe, Thomas
Stone, Charles Carroll, of Carolton ; and Robert Alexander,

Efqrs; or a majority of them, or of any three or more of them be

deputies to reprefent this colony in Congrefs, in as full and ample

manner as the deputies of this colony might have done under any

appointment heretofore made ; until the next convention ftiall make
farther order therein. Extradt from the minutes.

G. EiuvALL, Clk."

A letter from general Waftiington of the 15th, was laid before

Congrefs, and read, alfo fundry intercepted letters from lord Howe
to governors Franklin, Penn, Eden, Dunmore, Martin and.

Wright, together with fundry letters to feveral private perfons :

Refolved, That thefe letters be referred to a committee of three,

and that they be diredled to examine the private letters, and deli-

ver to the perfons to whom direfted fuch of faid letters as contain

nothing but private matters

:

The members chofen, Mr. Jefferfon, Mr. Paine and Mr. Caroll.

A letter of the 17th from general Waftiington, inclofing fundry

difpatches from general Schuyler
;

Alfo a letter of the i6th, froin brigadier-general Mercer were

received and read

;

Rejolved, That thefe be referred to the board of war.

A letter of the 14th, from the committee of infpeition for the

county of Cumberland, was read ; whereupon,
Vol. IL M m Refolvsd,
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Refihed, That the fum of 2,600 dollars be fent to the cemmit-

tee of infpeftion and obfervatlon for the county of Cumberland fpr

the life of the troops raifing in that county for the flying camp,
the faid committee to be accountable.

Refolved, That a member be added to the board of vyar

:

The member chofen, Mr. Carroll.

The committee appointed to prepare a plan of treaties to be en-

tered into with foreign flates or kingdoms, brought in a report,

which was read:

Ordered to lie on the table.

Refolved, That the draught of Ephraim Blaine for two thoufand

dollars on account of blankets purchafed by order of Congrefs for

the continental troops in Virginia be paid, and charged ]to th^e iso-

count of faid E. Blaine

.

Refolved, That the convention of Pennfylvania be informed that

the Congrefs have agreed to the raifing ofabattalion in the coun"

ties of Weftmoreland and Bedford for the defence of the weftern

frontiers, and that they be requefled immediately to recommend
proper perfons to Congrefs for field officers for faid battalion.

Refolved, That two members be added to the committee ap-

pointed to contract for the making cannon :

The members chofen, Mr. Chafe and Mr, Heyward.
Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.

Friday, July J9, 1776.

Refolved, That two months pay be advanced to colonel Kirmo-

van ; he to be accountable.

Refolved, That an order be drawn for 400 dollars, on the trea-

furers, in favour of David S. Franks, in full of brigadier general

D. Woofter's draught, in his favour on Jonathan Trumbull, dated

atChamblee, the 30th of May, 1776.

Refolved, That the fubaltern officers of the German battalion

do not rank from the dates of their commiffions, but that their

ranks be eftablifhed hereafter by Congrefs.

The committee of fafety of Pennfylvania having recommended

Frederick Rowlwagen, Peter Boyer, William Rice, and Jacob

Bower for firft lieutenants : George Shaffer, George Hawbecker,

John Landenberger, and Frederick Yeifer for fecond lieutenants :

John Weidman, Chriflian Helm, Chriftian Godfrled Swartz, and

Jacob Cramer for enfigns of the four German companies raifing in

Piennfylvania :

Refolved, That they be accepted, and that commiffions be

granted to them aecordingly.

The board of war brought in a report, which was taken into

cpnfideration ; whereupon,

Refolved,
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Refihed, That general Schuyler be deflt-ed to enquire into thfe

complaints of the foldiers under his command j and gi<^e ^t'\&. or*

"ders, that no higher price be charged for the goods furiiifllfed to

the foldiers, than the flril coft of thew, and live per cent, idi

fcharges

:

That the refolution of Congrefs, prohibiting any officer frbm
holding more offices than one, be fent to general Schuyler :

That a letter be written to general Schuyler, reqtiefting him to

recommend, in the ftrongeft terrais, harmony between the officers

and troops of the different ftates; to difeountenance and fupprefs

fill provincial refleitions and ungenerous jealoufies of evfery kind,

and to promote, by every poffible meains, difcipline, order, and
zeal in the public fertice.

Refohed, That it be earneftly recdthmended to the coiiverition

of Pennlylvania, to haften, with dll poffible expiedition, the march
of the aflbciators into New-Jerfey, agreeable to at former requeft

of Congrefs.

Rc'jolved, That the delegates of Maryland be directed to inform

the commanding officer of the Maryland troops, that Congrefs
expeft he will immediately march with his troops" to New-York.
The committee appointed to prepare a refoliitibn for fubjefting

to confifcation the property of the fubjefts of Great- Britain, &c.
brought in the fame, vvhich vfras read j

Ordered to lie on the table, alid tliat the frfme be Wkeri ifiti?

cOnfideration or Monday next.

The Congrefs proceeded to the eleftion of a dfeputy adjiltSnt

general for the flying ca(mp; and the ballots being taken^i

Samuel Griffirt, £fq; was eledled.

Refolved, That Mr. Griffin, as deputy adjutant ^enefal, have

the rank of colonel.

The committee appointed to enquire into the caufes o'f the iJnif-

carriages in Canada, brodght in a report, which was read:

Ordered to lie on the table.

Refolved, That the committee have leave to fit again;

The committee, to whom the letters from Lord HoV^e to Mr,
Franklin, &c. were referred, bronght in a report, which was
taken into confideration ; whereupon,

Rejolved, That a copy of the circular letters, and the declaration

inclofed from Lord Howe to Mr. William Franklin, Mr. Penil,

Mr. Eden, Lord Dunmore, Mr. Martin Bind Sir James Wright,
which •vi'ere fent to Amboy by a flag, and forwarded to Congrefs

by general Wafliington, be publiihed in the feveral gazettes, that

the good people of thefe United States may be informed of what
nature are the comrhiffioners, and what the terms, with expefta-

tion <)f whiicH the infidious Court of Britaiti has endeavoured to a-

mufe and difarm thertt, and that the few, v?ho Itill remain fuf-

pended by a hope founded eitl^er in the jijftice or moderation of

their
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their late king, may now at length be convinced, that the valour

alone of their country is to fave its liberties.

The Congrefs proceeded to the eleftion of commiflionera for

fettling the accounts at New-York, and the ballots being taken,

Mr. William Denning, Mr. Thomas Smith and Mr. James

^tevenfon, were eledled.

A letter of the 2d, from general Lee at Charleftown, inclofing

fundry papers, \yas laid before Congrefs and read:

Ordered, That an extradl of general Lee'5 letter be pubUfhed,

Refolved, That the committee appointed to contraft for the

making cannon, be impowered to contraiSt with Meflrs. Hughes

for one thoufand tons of cannon, on the terms by them propofed.

Re/bi: edy That the paper-makers in Pennfylvania be excufed

from proceeding with the aflbciators to New-Jerfey,

Adjourned to nine o'clock to morrow.

Saturdays July to, 1776.

Refolved, That the letter from general Lee, with the papers

inclofed, which were received and read yefterday, be referred to

the board of war.
'

Refolved, That the thanks of the United States of America be

given to major general Lee, colonel William Moultrie, colonel

William Thompfon, and the officers and foldiers under their com-

piand, who, on the 28th of June laft, repulfed, with fo much va-

lour, the attack which was made that day on the ftate of Southr

Carolina, by the fleet and army ofliis Britannic majefty :

That Mr. Prefident tranfmit the foregoing refolutioh to general

Lee, colonel Moultrie and colonel William Thompfon.
A petition and memorial of !Nfonfieur Peliffier was pr^fented to

Congrefs and read

:

Refolved, That it be referred to the board of war.

The committee appointed to fettle a cartel for the exchange of

prifoners, brought in their report, which was read :

Ordered to lie on the table, and that the fame be taken into

confideration on Monday next.

The convention of Pennfylvania having direfted the common
prifoners to be removed from the new jail to the old, and the faid

new jail to be given up to the Congrefs for the ufe of the ftate

prifoners

:

Refolved, That Robert Jewel be appointed keeper of the faid

new jail, and that he take cuftody of the prifoners committed to

his charge.

Refolved, That the plan of treaties be printed for the ufe of the

members, under the reftrid^ions and regulations prefcribed for

printing the plan of confederation ; and that, in the printed copy,

the names of perfons, places and ftates, be omitted.

Refolved, That brigadier general Lewis be diredled to forward'•'
to



July, 1776. 277

to South-Carolina the yfho\e five tons of powder fent to him for

the life of Virginia and South-Caroh'na.

Refolved, That the fum of three thoufand dollars, part of the

ten thoufand dollars voted for the commiffioners of indian affairs in

the middle department, be advanced to Mr. J- Wilfon, to be by

him forwarded to the commiffioners appointed to attend the treaty

at PIttfburgh.

Refolved, That the fum of 210 dollars be advanced to the cap-

tain of the guard, who is to efcort the prifoners from New-Jerfey

to the place of their deflination, in order to defray expences; he

to be accountable.

The board of war brought in a report, which was taken into

confideration ; whereupon,

Rejjlved, That a brevet commiffion of lieutenant colonel be

granted to Monf. Jaque Antoine de Fruncheflin, a knight of the

order of St. Louis, an experienced officer in the French fervice,

and who is well recommended in letters from abroad ; and that he

be ordered to join the flying camp.

Refolved, That Dr. Senter be recommended to Dr. Morgan,

who is defired to examine him, and, if upon examination he be

found qualified, to employ him in the hofpital as a furgeon.

A letter of the 19th, from general Wafhington, inclofing fun-

dry papers; apd,

A letter of the 13th, from governor Trumbull, with a lift of

the cannon at New-London, were laid before Congrefs and read.

Refolved, That the deputy quarter-mafter general for the flying

camp, be direfted to deliver to colonel Small wood, for the ufe of

the Maryland troops, fuch neceflaries in his poffeffion, belonging

to the continent, as the faid troops may want.

The delegates of Pennfylvania produced credentials of a new
appointment, which were read, as follows:

" In Convention for the State of Pennfylvania,

Saturday, July 20, 177-6.

The houfe met according to adjournment; when, according to

the order of the day, they immediately proceeded to the ele6liori

of delegates to ferve in the Continental Congrefs, and chofe for

that fervice. Dr. Benjamin Franklin, col. George Rofs, George

Clymer, Efq; Robert Morris, Efq; colonel James Wilfon, John
Morton, Efq; Dr. Benjamin Rufh, col- Jam.es Smith and George
Taylor, Efq; True extract from the minutes,

John Morris, Secretary
"

Refolved, That colonel Hazlet be ordered to march immediately

with his battalion to Philadelphia, and there wait the farther or-

ders of Congrefs.

Refolved, That the fum of 200,000 dollars be fent to the deputy
pny-maller general for Virginia; he to be accountable.

The convention of Pennfylvania having recommended gentlemen

for
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for field ofEcei's of the battalion ordered to be faifed for the defence

of the welkrn frontiers, Congrefs proceeded to the cledlion •, \*hed
Eneas M'Coy was elefted colonel

:

George Wiljon, lieutenant colonel:

Ri-chard Butler, major.

Refolvsd, That the him of 12,500 dollars be advanced to coldrtel

M'Coy, for the bounty and expence of raifing faid battalion; he

to be accountable.

John Boyd was elefted paymafter to faid battalion.

The comtiiitiee of claims reported, that there is due.

To captain Dundee, for his fubfiilance to the I9thinftaht, and
for carriage of baggage, 86 dollars:

To Dr. Beaumont, to the fame date, 85 dollars and twenty-
two-ninetieths :

To enfign M'Cleod, to the 20th inflant, i ro dollars and fixty-

ninetieths

:

To Fiiiley Miller, furgeon's mate of the 26th regiment, to the

19th of July inftant, 79 dollars :

To Arthur Wadman, lieutenant of the 26th regiment, to the

22d of July inftant, 162 dollars and fixty-ninetieths :

To James Gill, furgeon of artillery, to the 19th ofJuly inflant,

^4 dollars

:

To Jacob Shalek, lieutenant of artillery, to the j 9th of July
inftant, 74 dollars

:

To lieutenant Ibbetfon Hamar, to the 1 9th of July inftant, 40
dollars

:

To capt. Heilcet, for carriage, 75 dollars and thirty-ninetieths;

and that the fame ought to be paid, agreeable to their requeft, to

Peter Dundee, captain of the royal fuzileefs:

That tfiere is due to Michael Brecht, for proviiibns artd attend-

ance of fick fokliers at Reading, the fum of 17 dollars and forty-

two-nin'etieths :

To Bryan LefFerty, a hoflage fent from Tryon county, for his

fubfiilance and expences thence to Philadelphia, 41 dollars an4

thirty nirtetieths

:

Ordered, That the faid accounts be paid',

Refolved, That Dr. Frankhn may, if he thinks' proper, return

an anfvcer to the letter he received from Lord Howe.
The committee appointed to devile ways and means for encreaf-

ing the flying camp, bt'ought in their report, which wa^ taken

into confideration ; w'here'u'pon,

Refohed, That brigadier general Lewis be direded to order two

battalions of continental troops in Virginia, to march, with all

poffible difpatch, to the flying camp in New-Jerfey, under th'6

command of brigadier general Mercer; and that, if the governor

and privy council of Virginia fhall have, reafon to apprehend an in-

-yafion of that ttate,and fhall call to its defence an equal number of

minute
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xninute men pr militia, the fame, while in fervice, fhall be on the

pay and fupport of the continent

:

That the convention of Pennfylvania be requefted to augment
their quota for the flying camp, with four battalions of militia,

and the convention of New-Jerfey to ralfe for the faid flying camp,
three battalions of militia in addition to thofe formerly defired by
Congrefs, and to fend the fame with all poffible difpatch to the

faid flying camp. And that thefe feveral battalions be officered,

paid and provided, as dire<9:cd by the former refolutions for form-

ing the flying camp.

Refolvei, That in cafe Mr« Heyman Levy order any money to

be paid in Albany to the deputy paymafler general for the nor-

thern department, the fame ftiall, upon advice of fuch money io

paid, "be repaid to him or his order in Philadelphia.

A.djv^yfped to nine o'clock on Monday.

Monday, July 22, 1776.

A letter of the 20th, from the convention of New-Jerfey, and
cne of the 19th, from Ephraim Anderfon, and a petition from
L^evy Allen, were laid before Congrefs and read.

Rejolved, That the letter from general Wafhington received and
read on Saturday lail, be referred to the board of war.

The Congrefs took into confideratipn the report of the commit-
tee refpe&ing an exchange of prifoners ; whereupon,

Refolvedf That the commander in chief in each department be
impowered to negotiate an exchange of prifoners in the following

manner, one continental officer, for one of the enemy of equal

rank either in the land or fea fervice, foldier for foldier, failor foi?

failor, and one citizen for another citizen :

That each ftate hath a right to make any exchange they think'

proper for prifoners taken from them or by them.

Refohedt That the feveral commanders in chief, in each depart-

ment be direfted to exchange any officer in the Britilh fervice,

now a prifoner in any of thefe ftates, of or under the rank of colo-

nel, for colonel Eathan Allen-

Refolved, That the perfons taken prifoners with colonel Eathan
Allen be put upon the fame footing as thofe in the continental

fervice, and exchanged accordingly as opportunity prefents.

The Congrefs refume4 the confideration of the report of the

committee on ways and means, and after debate, the fame was
dif-agreed to.

The committee appointed to contraft with MeflVs. Hughes for

one thoufand tons of cannon for the ufe of the United States, re-

ported that they have ex-ecuted the eontracl ip which is 3 cove-

nant to advance the faid MefTrs. Hutches 8000 dollars.

Refolved, That an order for 8000 dollars be drawn on the trea-

furers in favour of DspieJ gnd Sarouel Hi}gh?9 ; they to be ac-

eouptable. Rcphid,



286 Journals of Congress.

Refolvsd, That the board of treafury be direfted to make imme-

diate preparation for ftriking a farther fumoffive millions of dol-

lars in bills of credit.

Refolved, That captain Joy have liberty to employ eight of the

prifoners in the catting of cannon.

The board of treafury reported that they have examined the ac-

count of the committee of Lancafter for preferving the peace of

the borough, keeping the prifoners in order, and for the protec-

tion of the magazines, and find that there is due for the pay of the

guard, as follows,

39 days to captains at 26 dollars and two thirds p. month,

34 dollars and fixty ninetieths:

76 days to lieutenants at 18 dollars p. month, 45 dollars and

fifty-four ninetieths :

27 days to enfigns at 13 dollars and one third p. month, 12

dollars :

143 days to ferjeants at 8 dollars per month, 38 dollars and

twelve ninetieths :

421 dollars to corporals, fifes and drums at 7 dollars and

one third p. month, 102 dollars and fixty ninetieths:

1470 days to privates at 6 dollars and two thirds p. month, 326
dollars and fixty ninetieths ; the whole amounting to

559 dollars and fixty-fix ninetieths :

Ordered, That the fame be paid.

The Cdngrefs refolved itfelf into a committee of the whole, to

take into confideration the articles of confederation, and after fome

time, the prefiderit refumed the chair, and Mr. Harrifon reported

that the committee have made fome progrefs in the matter to them

referred, but not having come to a conclufion, defire leave to fit

again.

Refolved, That this Congrefs will to-morrow again refolve itfelf

into a committee of the whole to take into their farther confidera-

tion the articles of confederation.

The marine committee having recommended the following gen-

tlemen for officers of the Ravvleigh, namely

Peter Shores, ~)

John WhcSelwright, C lieutenants :

Jofiah Shackford, j
George Jerry Ofborrie, captain of marines ;

Stephen Meads, firft lieutenant :

Nathaniel Thwing, fecond lieutenant:

Refolved, That they be accepted, arid that comtnlffions be

granted them accordingly.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.

Tuesday,- July 23, 1776.

Suridrv letters were received and read, vizo

Two
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Two from general Wafhington of the 2ifl and 22d, with three

papers inclofed in the latter :

One of the i6th from governor Cooke :

Two from brigadier-general Mercer of the 20th and 22d, with

two papere inclofed in the latter.

Refolved, That the letters from general Wafhington and briga-

dier general Mercer, be referred to the board of war.

Refolved, That the report of the Committee ort the cartel entered

into, between brigadier general Arnold and captain Forller, and

the refolutions palled thereon be publilhed.

Refolved, That twenty dollars be advanced to Ifaac Manes, a

wounded foldier of captain Cheefeman's company, and that he be

fent to the general hofpital.

The board of war reported, that they have heard and confi-

dered the matters alledged againft the arrangement made in the

regiment ordered to be raifed under colonel Du Boys, and are of

opinion, that no good purpofe would be anfwered by making any

alteration therein ; and although many worthy officers who fervcd

in Canada are yet unemployed, the board can only lament that

they are not in the fervice, but hope fomething will in future turn

up to enable Congrefs to place them in ftations equal to their merit:

The fame being again read, was agreed to.

On the remainder of the report from the board of war, the Con-
grefs came to the following refolutions :

That general Wafhington be informed that Congrefs have fuch

an entire confidence in his judgment, that they will give him no

particular diredlions about the difpolition of thje troops, but defire

that he will difpofe of thofe at New-York, the flying camp and

Ticonderoga, as to him fhall feem moft conducive to the public

good

:

That the Congtefs approve of general Wafhington's having lent

to the convention of New-York, the fum of money mentioned in

his letter of the 19th inftant :

That Monf. St. Martin be appointed an engineeir with the

rank of lieutenant- colonel, and that he be direfted to repair to

New-York, and put himfelfunder the command of general Wafh-

ington.

Refolved, That Dr. David Griffith be appointed to the flations

of chaplain and furgeon in the third Virginia battalion, he being a

perfon of uncommon merit, and there being very few furgeons of

abilities, who will enter the army in that flate : This appointment

not to be drawn into precedent

:

That Mr. Griffith draw pay in both thefe capacities for the time

he has ferved in the regiment.

The committee of claims reported, that there is due.

To Dennis LefFerty, for 26 weeks board, the fum of 52 dol-

lars, and that the fame ought to be paid to Timothy Matlack :

Vol. II. Nn To
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To William White, for boarding general Lee's guard, the fum

of 40 dollars and fixty-ninetieths:

To George Haas, for carrying money to New-York, the fum

of 26 dollars and fixty-ninetieths:

To William Bradford, for the expence of a guard efcorting

money to New-York, the fum of 88 dollars & fifty-feven-ninetieths:

To Rachel Evans, for boarding a fick foldier, the fum of 3
dollars

:

To Robert Owen, jun. for provifions furnifhed feveral riffle

companies, 64 dollars and eighty-fix-ninetieths :

To Peter Grofels, for provifions to feveral riffle companies, the

fum of 6 1 dollars and forty-fix-ninetieths, and that this ought to

be paid to Robert Owen, jun.

Ordered^ That the faid accounts be paid.

Refolved, That in order to haften the march of the troops, the

feveral committees of Lancafter, York, Cumberland, Berks and

Northampton counties, in Pennlylvania, be impowered to mufter

the troops that ihall march from their refpeftive counties, and to

draw for one month's pay on Mr. James Meafe, and that they cer-

tify the mufter-rolls and fend to the paymafler the receipts, for the

monies that fhall be fo advanced.

Refolved^ That a member be added to the board of treafury, in

the room of one abfent:

The member chofen, Mr. G. Clymer.

Agreeable to the order of the day, the Congrefs refolved itfelf

into a committee of the whole, to take into their farther confidera-

tion the articles of confederation; and after fome time, the prefi-

dent refumed the chair, and Mr. Harrifon reported, that the com-
mittee have made farther progrefs in the matter to them referred,

but not having come to a conclufion, defired leave to fit again.

Refolved, That this Congrefs will to-morrow again refolve itfeli

Into a committee of the whole, to take into their farther confider-

ation the articles of confederation.

A petition from a number of inhabitants of Chefler county, in

Pennfylvania, was prefented to Congrefs and read; praying, that

John Griffith, a foldier in the continental army, an experienced

artificer in making and drefling fullers fliears, may be releafed

from the armv, and ordered to return home to follow his trade:

Refolved, That the prayer of the petition be granted.

A petition from fundry Canadians was prefented to Congrefs

and read

:

Refolved, That it be referred to the Canada committee.

The marine committee having recommended Richard Palmes to

be captain of marines

;

Re/olved, That he be accepted, and that a coramiffion be grant*

ed to him accordingly.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.

Wednesday
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Wednesday, July 24, 1776.

-A Jette.' from lieutenant colonel William Allen was laid before

Congreis and read ; requefting leave to refign his commifGon

:

Refilled, That leave be granted.

The marine committee having recommended Benjamin Thomp-
fon to be a lieutenant of marines in captain Palmes's company:

Refolved, That he be accepted, and that a commlffion be grant-

ed to him accordingly.

Refolved, That the committee appointed to revlfe the journals,

be impowered to employ a proper perfon to make an index thereto.

The board of treafiiry reported, that the pay of brigadier ge-

neral Woofter, commencing the 22d day of June, 1775, and cal-

culated to the 22d day of July, 1776, being thirteen months, at

125 dollars per month, amounts to 1625 dollars; out of vrhich is

to be deducted one hundred and feventy-three dollars and twenty-

four feventy-two parts of a dollar, paid him by John Winllow,

Efq; thepaymafter; the refidue due to the general is 1451 dollars

and forty-eight feventy-two parts of a dollar :

Ordered, That the fame be paid.

Refolved, That the fum of 100 dollars be advanced to captain

Robert Johnfon, to be dedufted out of his pay on the fettlement

of his account.

A petition from George Kills was prefented to Ccngrefs and

read

:

Refolved, That it be referred to the board of war.

The Congrefs took into confideration the report of the commit-

tee appointed to prepare a refolution for confifcating the property

of the fubjefts of Great-Britain; whereupon,

Refolved, That all the refolutions of this Congrefs pafled on the

twenty-third day of March laft, and on the third day of April

laft, relating to Ihips and other veffels, their tackle, apparel and

furniture, and all goods, wares and merchandizes, belonging to

any inhabitant or inhabitants of Great-Britain, taken on the high

feas, or between hip-h and low water mark, be extended to uH

{hips and other veffels, their tackle, apparel and furniture, and to

all goods, v.'ares and merchandizes, belonging to any fubjedl or

fubjecls of the king of Great- Britain; except the inhabitants of

the Bermudas, and Providence or Bahama illands.

The board of war brought in a report, which was taken into

confideration ; whereupon,

Refolved, That the regiment of rangers, now in the pay of the

ftateof South- Carolina, be placed upon continental eftablifhment,

and that it confill of a lieutenant colonel commandant, a major,

ten captains, twenty lieutenants, a furgeon, a paymafter, twenty

ferjeants, and five hundred privates :

That the pay of the lieutenant colonel commandant of rangers,

be the fame as that of a colonel of foot; the major's pay that of a,

lieutenant
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lieutenant colonel ; the captains that of a major ; the lieutenants

that of a captain ; and the ferjeants that of an enfign of foot of the
continental forces. That the furgeon be allowed 33 dollars and
one third a month ; the paymafter 26 dollars and two thirds ; and
the privates 12 dollars and one half per month, to provide them-
felves with horfes, guns and provifions for themfelves and horfes :

That the faid rangers be liable to adt on horfeback or foot, as

occafion may require :

That the like number of rangers be raifed in the ftate of
Georgia, and put upon continental eftablilhment

:

That thefe be entitled to the fame pay, and fubjeft to the fame
duties as the Carolina ransjers:

That the rangers raifed in the ftate of South-Carolina be fub-

jed to the articles formed by the convention of that ftate, for the

government of the forces raifed therein.

Refolved, That colonel Knox's plan for raifing another battalion

of artillery be approved and carried into execution as foon as

pofllble :

That general Wafhington be defired to recommend proper of-

ficers to compofe this corps.

Refolved, That general Wafhington be impowered to agree to

the exchange of governor Skene for Mr. James Lovell;

That general Wafhington be authorifed to take into conti-

nental pay the horfe propofed by Mr. Lary, upon the terms by
him mentioned.

On motion,

Refolved, That the report of the committee on gold and filver

coins be recommitted :

That Mr. Jefferfon be added to that committee.

Refolved, That a committee of three be appointed to take into

confideration, and report their opinion, on the propofal made by
the prefident of South-Carolina, and communicated to the houfe by
a delegate of that ftate, refpefting general Lee:

The members chofcn, Mr. S. Adams, Mr. Rutledge and

Mr. Hall.

The Congrefs then refolved itfelf into a committee of the

whole, to take into their farther confideration the articles of con-

federation ; and, after fome time the prefident refumed the chair,

and Mr. Harrifon reported, that the committee have made far-

ther progrefs in the matter to them referred, but not having finifli-

ed, defire leave to fit again.

Refolvedy That this Congrefs will to-morrow again refolve it-

felf into a committee of the whole, to take into their farther con-

fideration the articles of confederation.

A letter from general Wafhington of the 23d, with fundry

papers enclofed, among which was a letter from Mr. Fraefh to

lord Stirling ; alfo,
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A letter froir. the council of fafety of North-Carolina being re-

ceived and read :

Refolved, That the letter from Mr. Fraefh to lord Stirling be re-

ferred to the committee appointed to contraft for calling cannon:

That the general's letter, with the other papers inclofed, be re-

ferred to the board war.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.

Thursday, July 25, 1776.

Refohedt That two months pay be advanced to Monf. Jacque
Antoine de Francheffin; he to be accountable.

A memorial of Samuel Holden Parfons, of Lyme in ConneAi-
cut, was prefented to Gongrefs and read :

Refolved, That it be referred to a committee of three :

The members chofen, Mr. Jefferfon, Mr. Wilfon and
Mr. Sherman.

A memorial from fundry officers who fervcd in Canada, and arc

now unemployed, was laid before Congrefs and read :

Refolved That it be referred to the board of war.

Agreeable to order, the Congrefs refolved itfelf into a commit-
tee of the whole, to take into their farther confideration the ar-

ticles of confederation ; after fom§ time the prefident refumed the
chair, and Mr. Harrifon reported, that the committee have made
farther progrefs in the confideration of the articles of confedera-

tion ; but not having gone through, defired leave to fit again.

A letter of the 23d from general Wafliington, inclofiiig a letter

from governor Trumbull to the general ; alfo,

A letter from governor Trumbull of the 19th, with fundry de-

pofitions ; and.

One of the 16th, from the committee of fafety of New-Hamp-
fhire, were laid before Congrefs and read.

Refolved, That the letter from general Wafhlngton be referred

to the board of war.

The committee of claims reported, that there is due.

To Francis Gurney, for expences of himfelf and others, efcort-

ing money to Cambridge in February laft, the fum of 162 dollars

and eighty-four ninetieths, over and befide the monies advanced to
him :

To Henry Wifner, Efcj; for the expences of an exprefs paid by
him, the fum of twenty dollars :

To Thomas Dewees, for boarding prifoners of ftate, 437 dollars

and fixty-eight ninetieths :

To David Lennox, for expences in going after deferters, the funi

of 31 dollars and eighty-fix ninetieths; to be paid to David Sproat:

To William Trickett, for ftationary, the fum of 43 dollars and
|£venty-fix ninetieths:

To
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To Philip Nolan, for ferriages of general Lee's guards, 4 dollars

and twelve ninetieths :

To Elizabeth Slaving, for boarding and nurfmg a fick foldier,

4 dollars ;

To J. Piling, for chairs for the war office, the fum of 12 dollars:

To John Kerling, for provifions for general Lee's guards, 4 dol-

jars and fifty-four ninetieths :

To Ifaac Cooper, for his attendance as a guard over powder,
the fum of 1 1 dollars :

To Furman and Hunt, for neceffaries furnifhed the prifoners at

Trenton, the fum of 47 dollars and eighty-feven ninetieths:

To John Bates, for camp-kettles, the fum of ninety-eight dol-

lars and fixty ninetieths :

To Elijah Bennet, poll-rider in the fervice of the United States,

from Harford in Connecticut to various places, the fum of 1331
dollars and fixty-fix ninetieths, dedufting 8 j 9 dollars and eighty-

fix ninetieths, which he has received from the colony of Connefti-

cut, the balance being 511 dollars and feventy ninetieths:

To Michael Philips, employed by brigadier general Woofter in

making fundry repairs in the citadel and hofpital in Montreal, cart-

ing, &.C. 397 dollars and feventy-five ninetieths, deducting the fum
of 96 dollars and feven ninetieths, which hie received from major

Nicholfon, the balance being 301 dollars and fixty-eight ninetieths:

To James Budden, for the expence of a detachment of the troop

of light horfe efcorting 300,000 dollars to New-York, the fum of

82 dollars :

Ordered, That the faid accounts be paid.

Refohed, That this Congrefs will to-morrow refolve itfelf into a

committee of the whole, to take into farther confideration the ar-

ticles of confederation.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to morrow.

Friday, July 26, 1776.

Congrefs proceeded to the eleition of three commiflloners to li-

quidate and fettle the accounts in the northern department ; and

the ballots being taken,

Mr. James Milligan, Mr. John Carter and Mr. Wells were

ele£led.

The committee on the treafury^ laid before Congrefs the ac-

count of MefTrs. Price and Haywood, with the balance due to

them :

Ordered to He on the table.

Refohed, That the fubllance of the conference between general

Walhington and adjutant general Patterfoh, which was tranfmit-

ted to Congrefs by general Wafhington, be publifned.

Congrefs refolved itfelf into a committee of the whole, to take

into farther confideration the articles of ronfederation, and after

fome
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fome time, the prefident refumed the chair, and Mr. Morton re-

ported, that the committee have made farther progrefs, but not

having concluded, defire leave to fit again.

Refolved, That this Congrefs will on Monday next refolve itfelf

into a committee of the whole, to take into farther confideration

the articles of confederation.

Refolvedt That an order for 2000 dollars be drawn on the trea-

furers in favour of Dr. W, Shippen ; he to be accountable.

The feveral matters to this day referred, being poftponed:

Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday.

Monday, July 29, 1776.

Sundry letters were laid before Congrefs and read, viz.

Three from general Wafhington of the 22d, 25th and 27th :

One from general Schuyler of the 17th, and one from general

Gates of the if-th :

One of the 25 th from J. Reed, adjutant-general; and one from
brigadier-general Mercer of the 26th :

One of the 20th from governor Trumbull

:

One of the 25th from the convention of New-Jerfey, and one
from the council of Maffachufetts-Bay

:

One from Monf. Kirmovan, engineer, with a plan and
draughts ; and one in Latin without fignature:

Alfo two petitions, one from George Nicholfon, and one from

James Livingfton.

Refohed, That general Wafhington be impowered to appoint

another aid de camp :

That the letters from general Wafhington, general Schuyler

and general Gates, and the letter from Monf. Kirmovan be refer-

red to the board of war:

That the letter from the convention of New-Jerfey be referred

to the committee on the ways and means of augmenting the flying

camp, and.that Mr. Clark be added to the faid committee :

That the letter from the adjutant-general be referred to the

committee appointed to revife the articles of war :

That the petition of James Nicholfon be referred to the com-
miflioners who went to Canada :

That the petition from George Nicholfon be referred to the

committee on Canada affairs

:

That the latin letter be referred to the marine committee.

Refolved, That an order for 47 dollars be drawn on the treafur-

ers in favour of Jofiah FifTenden, in full for fervice, expences, and
horfe-hire.

A letter of the 20th from the council of Virginia was received

and read.

The board of war brought in a report, which was taken into

confideration ; whereupon,

Refolved,
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Refolved, That general Wafliington be irapowered to order the

regiment lately raifed in Connefticut under the command of colo-

nel W'ard, whcrefoever he fhall think the fervice requires it

:

That Monf. Jean Artur de Virmonet, who appears to be a

young gentleman of merit, and has held a lieutenant's commiffion,

in the fervice of France, be appointed a brevet captain ; and that

Monf. Marie Fidel Dorre, be fent as a volunteer, to be employ-

ed by general Wafhington, as he fhall think proper:

That Monf. Chriftopher Pellifer, who has fufFered confiderably

by warmly efpoufing and taking an aftive part in the caufe of A-
merica in Canada, be appointed an engineer in the fervice of the U-
nited States, with the pay of fixty dollars a month, and rank of

lieutenaTit-colonel, and that he be directed to repair to New-
York :

That the returns of colonel Elmore's regiment made into the

war office by brigadier-general Woofter be tranfmitted to general

Wafhington with blank commiflions for the officers : And that

general Wafhington be diredted to order the faid regiment to join

him, and that he fill up the faid commiffions with the names of

fuch officers as appear with their refpeftive companies in the faid

regiment :

That John Brown be commiffioned as lieutenant-colonel, and

that Robert Cockran, now adling as eldefl captain in the faid

regiment, be commiffioned as major ofthe fame in the room of ma-

jor J. Curtis, deceafed.

Refolved, That a lieutenant-colonel be appointed for the fecond

Pennfylvania battalion in the room ofW. Allen, who has refigned:

The ballots being taken,

Jofeph Wood, Efq; was elefted.

Congrefs then refolved itfelf into a committee of the whole, to

take into their confideratlon the articles of confederation, and af-

ter fome time the prefident refumed the chair, and Mr. Morton

reported that the committee have made farther progrefs in the arti-

cles of confederation, but not having finifhed, defire leave to fit a-

gain.

A petition from Samuel Morris was prefefited to Congrefs and

read.

The committee on fpies brought in a farther report, which was

read

:

Ordered to He on the table.

Refolved, That the gaoler be direfted to allow the prifoners

from North-Carolina the ufe and benefit of the yard, under the

infpeclion of the guard, provided it may be done with fafety.

Refolved^ That this Congrefs will to-morrow refolve itfelf into

a committee of the whole, to take into farther confideration the

articles of confederation.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.
Tuesday,
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Tuesday, July 30, 1776.

A letter of the 28th from brigadier-general Mercer .ivas laid

before Congrcfs and read, requelting fix light-horfe may be fent

to him ; whereupon,

Refoldedi That the prelident write to S. Morris, Efq; captain

of the light-horfe, and requeft him to fend fix of his company to

brigadier-general Mercer.

Congrefs being informed by a letter from the prefident of

South-Carolina, that the Cherokees have commenced hoftilities a-

gainft that ftate, and that he has ordered a body of men to march

againfl; them, and has applied for affiftance to the neighbouring

ftates of North-Carolina and Virginia
;

Refohed, That it be recommended to the ftates of Virginia,

North-Carolina andGeorgia, to afford all ncceffary affiftance to the

ftate of South-Carolina, and co-operate with that ftate in profecut-

ing the war againft the indians with the utraoft vigour;

That the prefident write to the governor and council of Virginia,

the counciil of fafety of North-Carolina, and the prefident of

Georgia, relative to the above fubjefts.

Refohed, That a committee of three be appointed to take into

confideration, the ftate of North-Carolina, and report thereon to

Congrefs:

The members chofen, Mr. Harrifon, Mr. S. Adams, and Mr.
^Lynch.

Congrefs took into confideration, the report of the committee

appointed to inquire into the caufes of the mifcarriages in Canada,

wherein they reprefent as their opinion :

" That the fnort inliftments of the continental troops in Cana-
da^ have been one great caufe of the mifcarriages there, by render-

ing Unftable the number of men engaged in military enterprizes,

by making them diforderly and difobedient to their officers, and

by precipitating the commanding officers into meafures which their

prudence might have poftponed, could they have relied on a longer

continuance of their troops in fervice:

" That the want of hard money has been one other great fource

of the mifcarriages in Canada, rendering the fupplies of neceffaries

difficult and precarious, the eftabliftiment of proper magazines ab-

folutely imprafticable, and the pay of the troops of little ufe to

them :

«' That a ftill greater and more fatal fource of misfortunes haa

been the prevalence of the fmall-pox in that army; a great pro-
portion whereof has thereby been ufually kept unfit for duty."

With this the Congrefs concurred.

On the farther confideration of the report, Conerefs came to the
following refolutions:

Vol. II.
' O That



2c?o Journals oi- Congress.

That colonel Beadle be tried by a court martial for leaving lu's

command at the Cedars, and for declining to return to the fame
with m^jor Sherburne's reinforcement

:

That major Butterfield be tried by a court martial for furrender-

ing to the enemy tlie poll at the Cedars, and alfo fuch other of-

licers as were with him, and confented to that furrender.

The faid committee having farther reported, that, in the courfe

of their enquiries, they had reafon to believe, that general Pref-

ect's baggage was plundered by fome licentious perfons, in violar

tion of the faith of the capitulation ; whereupon,

Refohed, That general Schuyler be defned to make ftrift en-

quiry into the fame, that the perfons guilty thereof may receive

due punifhment, and ample indemnification be made to general

Prefect

:

That colonel Beadle, Dodlor Fay and lieutenant Houfe, be
fubjefted to this enquiry.

Refolvedi That fo much of the petitions of colonel Eafton and
major Brown, as prays, that the charges againft them of having

been concerned in plundering the officers baggage taken at Sorrel,

be fubmitted to a court of enquiry, is reafonable, and that general

Schuyler be defired to order courts of enquiry on them as foon as

pofTible.

Refohed, That general Montgomery's promife to give to the

troops concerned in taking t'ne vefielss on the Sorrel, '• all the pub-

lic' ftores, except ammunition and provifions, on board thereof,"

be confirmed ; and that general Schuyler be directed to caufe an

enquiry to be made into the particulars and value of the faid public

ftores, (ammunition and provifion excepted) and to certify the

fame to Congrefs, with the names of the officers and foldierS en-

titled thereto :

That fo much pf major Brown's petition as prays, that an allow-

ance be made to him for extraordinary fervices, be referred to ge-

I'al Schuyler, who is defired to certify to Congrefs, whether any

and what reward may with juftice be demanded by him:

That major Brown's accounts be fettled by the commiffioners

appointed to adjuft accounts in the northern department.

Refohed, That the committee be difcharged from proceeding on

fo much of the petition of colonel Eafton, as prays a continuance

of his rank and payj and fo much of major Brown's petition, as

prays an examination into his rank and pay, and that they be re-

ferred to the board of war :

That general Schuyler be defired to enquire into the conduft of

colonel Hazen, who is charged with having beaten and ill treated

Francois Cuillot de la Roie, a continental captain of Canadian

militia, and alfo to have ill treated Charles Robert de la Fontaine,

a Canadian, at Chamble, and put fuch condu£l into a proper

channel for trial and punifhment;

That
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That it be recommended to general Schuyler, whenever the pay

of officers or foldiers is flopped, on account of any charge againil

them, to have fuch charge determined by trial as fpeedily as pof-

fible, that there may be no delay of jultice.

Refolved, That general Woofter afted properly in flopping the

goods of Bernard and Wadden, who were carrying the fame,

witiiout permiflion, to the indians in the upper country.

Refolved, That the committee have leave to fit again, and that

they be inftrudled to enquire in what manner the goods of Bernard

and Wadden were difpofed of.

Refolved, That the fecret committee be direfted to fupply the

three riffle companies, now in town from Lancafter, with 1 1 lb.

of powder and 4^ lb. of lead.

Refo'ved,Th^t 500,000 dollars be fent to the paymafler general:

That 60,000 dollars be fent to R. Dallam, deputy paymafler

general, for the ufe of the flying camp.

Congrefs proceeded to the eieftion of a clerk or afliftant to the

auditor general
J
when,

William Govet was elefted.

Refohed, That William Govet be allowed the falary of 533 dol-

lars and one-third per annum.

Refolved, That all public claims and accounts, that are at this

time unfettled, be referred to the committee of treafury, and that

the committee of claims be difcharged from proceeding further

Vpon any claims or accounts; and that all the books and papers,

in the hands of the committee of claims, be delivered to the audi'

tor general.

The board of war brought in a report, which was taken into

confideration ; whereupon,

Refolved, That therefolution of the 17th of January laft, allow-?

ing to officers 1 dollar and one-third for every man they inlift, be
extended to officers who inlift for the ne%v army for three years:

That general Mercer's letter, relative to the building of boats,

be referred to general Wafliington, with direftion to give fuch

orders therein as he (hall judge neceffary; and that he be defired

to avail himfelf of the fhipwrights, and other artificers now in the

flying camp

:

That general Mercer be allowed a fecretary, while he has a iz-r

parate command:
That a number of 4. and 6 pounders, not exceeding ten of each,

be immediately fent to general Mercer, to be mounted on the

"Works he is now eredling ; and that the council of fafety of Penn-
fylvania be requefted to forward them to Amboy in New-Jerfev

:

That Congrefs approve of general Schuyler's intention to pub-
lifh fuch parts of the treaty with the fix nations, as may hsve a
tendency to difpel the apprehenfions of the frontier inhabitants:

That the commiffioners for Indian affiairs, in the middle depart-

ment,



29^ Journals of Congress.'

ment, be inftruded to thank Cayafhuta, in the name of the great

council fire, for his friendly conduft at Niagara, communicated
by Peter Richman, (whofe indian name is Queda) and to inform
him, that it would be very agreeable to Congrefs to receive a yilit

from him.

A letter of the 29th from general Wafhington, and one from
the council of MafTachufetts Bay; alfo a letter of the 23d from

governor Cooke, with fundry papers inclofed, being receiveds

were read :

Refolved, That the two firft be referred to the board of war.

The board of war laid before Congrefs a letter received from
general Wafhington:

Ordered, That they return an anfwer.

Congrefs refolved itfelf into a committee of the whole, to take

into coufideration the articles of confederation, and after fome
time, the prefident refumed the chair, and Mr. Morton reported,

that the committee not having yet finiflied, defired leave to fit

a^ain.o
Refolved, That this Congrefs will to-morrow refolve itfelf into a

committee of the whole, to take into confideration the articles of

confederation.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.

Wednesoay, July %\i 1776.

Refolved, That 20,000 dollars be advanced to Mr. Meafe; he tq

be accountable :

That Mr. J. Meafe be dire£ted to pay John Pollock twothoufand

fix hundred and fixty fix dollars and two thirds of a dollar, and

that the fame be charged to the account of the committee of in-

fpeftion of Cumberland, who are to be accountable.

Refolved, That the medical committee be direfted to provide,

and fend forv/trd fuch a quantity of medicines, as may be necef-?

fary for the hofpital in the northern army :

That the faid committee be direfted to procure and forward

fuch a quantity of medicines as may be neceffary for the hofpital

in the fouthern department.

The board of war brought in a report, which was taken into

confideration; whereupon,

Refolved, That five tons of muflcet powder be fent immediately

to general Wafliington at New-York:

That the commiffary general be directed to furnifn with rations

and the deputy pay matter general, in the ftate of MafTachufetts

Bay, be ordered to pay any militia, which the general alTembly

of that ftate fhall think proper to call in, to replace the continen-

tal troops ordered from thence.

The committee appointed to enquire into the caufes of themif-

carriages
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carriages in Canada, brought in a farther report, which was ta-

ken into confideration ; whereupon,

Refolved, That the conduct of colonel Nicholfon, who command-
ed the poll at Point L.evi, and who, after the determination of the

council of war to retire from Quebec, is faid to have deferted his

faid command, and left the party to fhift for themfelves, be fub-

mitted to a court of enquiry :

That the committee be difcharged from fo much of col. Eafton's

petition, as prays a fettlemenc of his accounts, and that the fame

be referred to the board of treafury.

The committee appointed to take into confideration the ftate of

North Carolina, brought in their report, which was taken into

confideration; whereupon,

Refolvcd, That four tons of gunpowder and fix four pounders,

or fuch others as can be procured, of the weight proper for field

pieces, be immediately fent to North- Carolina :

That the delegates of that ftate employ fome proper perfon, as

a commiflary, to purchafe in this city, or the neighbourhood there-

of, cloathing for the troops raifed in that ftate for the continental

fervice :

That the three indeperidant companies of rangers, in that ftate,

be taken upon the continental pay and eftabliftiment, and that

their pay and appointment be as already refolved by the convention

of that ftate, and that they rank as the rangers raifed in South-

Carolina and Georgia.

Refolved, That an order for 266 dollars and two-thirds be drawa
on the treafurers, in favour of colonel James Eafton ; to be ac-

counted for by him on the final fettlement of his accounts:

That two months pay be advanced to Monf. St. Martin ; he tQ

be accountable.

Congrefs refolved itfelf into a committee of the whole, to take

into confideration the articles of confederation, and after fome
time, the prefident refurned the chair, and Mr. Morton repoi-ted,

that the committee not having come to a conclufion, defired. leave

to fit again.

Refolved, That this Congrefs will to-movrow refolve itfelf Into a
committee of the whole, to take into confideration the articles of
confederation.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.

Thursday, Augufi i, 1776.

A letter of the 30th of July from brigadier general Mercer, and
one of the fame date from brigadier general Roberdeau, and fun

-

dry others, were laid before Congrefs and read

:

Refolved, That the two firft be referred to the board of war.
Congrefs refolved itfelf into a committee of the whole, to take

juto confideration the articles of confederation, and after fome
time.
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time, the prefident refumed the chair, and Mr. Morton reported,

that the committee have made farther progrefs, but not having
come to a conclufion, defired leave to fit again,

Refolved, That this Congrefs will to-morrow refolve itfelf into A
committee of the whole, to take into confideration the articles of

confederation.

A letter of the 30th of July from general Wafliington, with

fundry papers inclofed; alfo one from general Schuyler of the 20th,

and one from colonel Dubois of the 17th, were laid before Con-
grefs and read :

Refolved, That they be referred to the board of war.

The board of war reported the draught of a letter to general

Wafhington, in infwer to his directed to them; and the fame be-

ing agreed to

:

Ordered, That it be tranfcribed, figned by the prefident, and
forwarded.

The faid board brought in a report, which was taken into con-

fideration ; whereupon,

Refolved, That colonel John Brown be allowed the rank and

pay of lieutenant colonel in the continental army, from the 20th

day of November lall to this time:

That James Eafton is intitled to the rank of a colonel in the

continental army, from the firft day of July, 1775, and to the

pay of a colonel from that day, until he (hall be difcharged, which

ought to be done as foon as a court of enquiry Ihall report in his

favour, or a court martial fhall determine upon his conduft, and

their fentence is carried into execution ; there being no vacancy,

to which he can be appointed. But fhould he be honourably ac-

quitted, his paft fervices will recommend him to the confidence of

Congrefs for future employment.

Refolved^ That an order for 2666 dollars and two-thirds be

drawn on the treafurers, in favour of Ludvvick Karcher, for vie*

tualling the militia paffing through Philadelphia to the flying

camp; he to be accountable.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.

Friday, Augujl z, 1776.

Refolved, That two months pay be advanced to Monf. Pellifier;

he to be accountable.

Refolved, That the fecret committee and marine committee be

difcharp-ed from fitting out veflels with cargoes to Bermudas.

The board of war brought in a report, which was taken into

confideration ; whereupon.

Rejoined, That 200,000 dollars be fent to Jon. Trumbull, Efq;

deputy paymafter general in the northern department:

That general Washington be inftrufted to employ, in the fervice

of the ftates, as many of the Stockbridge indians as he fhall judge

proper

:

That
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That one hundred old arms, belonging to Congrefs, be deh'-

vered to the council of fafety of Pennfylvania, to be repaired at the

continental expence, and put into the hands of the foldiers deilined

for the flying camp; the faid council to be accountable:

That the paymailer general, and the feveral deputy paymafters

general, be direfted to make weekly returns to Congrefs of the

ftate of the military chefts under their direftion :

That Jonathan Trumbull, Efq; deputy pay mafter general in

the northern army, be directed to tranfmit to Congrefs, as foon as

poffible, an account of all the monies which have pafTed through

his hands, fincc his appointment to that office:

That the commiffary general, and deputy commifTaries in the

feveral departments, be directed to tranfmit to Congrefs weekly,

an account of the fums of money they may refpeftively receive

from the paymafters

:

That the quarter mafter general, and deputy quarter mafters

general in the feveral departments, be directed to tranfmit weekly
to Congrefs, an account of the monies they refpeftively receive

from the paymafter general or deputy paymafter general:

That the commiffary general, quarter mafter general, deputy
commilTaries and deputy quarter mafters general, be direfted to

make monthly returns, at leaft, of the ftores under their dire<ftion,

and the diftribution of them:

That the commanding officer in each department be direfted to

make returns, once a month to Congrefs, of the draughts made by
him upon the paymafter, in his department.

Refolved, That Mr. Walton be appointed a member of the ma-
rine committee, in the room of Mr. Gwinnet who is abfent.

Refolved, That lOO dollars be advanced to Thaddeus Sturges, to

be accounted for by him, and deduced out of his pay on the fettle-

ment of his accounts; that the board of treafury be difcharged from
proceeding on his accounts, and that they be referred for fettle-

ment to the commiffioners appointed to fettle the accounts in the

northern department.

The marine committee, to whom it was referred to inquire into

the condudl of commodore Hopkins, bi'ought in their report,

which was read:

Ordered to lie on the table, to be taken into confideratioir on
Monday next.

Congrefs refolved itfelf into a committee of the whole, to take

into coniideration the articles of confederation, and after fome

time, the prefident refumed the chair, and Mr. Morton reported,

that the committee not having finifhed, deiired leave to fit again.

Refolved, That this Congrefs will to-morrow refolve itfelf into

a committee of the whole, to take into confideration the articles of

confederation.

The committee of treafury reported, that there is due.

To
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To Benjamin Thompfon, for 131 days fervice, viz. froih the

firft of December to the laft of May inclufive, as clerk of the hof-

pital at Montreal, at the rate of two-thirds of a dollar per day,

J 22 dollars

:

Ordered, That the fame be paid.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.

Saturday, Auguji 3, 1776.

The committee of treafury reported, that there is due,

To Thomas Whitbeck, for carrying money from Philadelphia

to Ticonderoga, in 06tober laft, the fum of 75 dollars and one-

fourth :

To Samuel Johnfon, for 209 meals of viftuals, 20 dollars and

cighty-one-ninetieths

:

To George Hoffnagle, 1 dollar and forty-five-ninetieths :

To Michael Staddleman, for 708 meals of viduals, 70 dollars

and feventy-two-ninetieths;

To Richard Chiney, for 540 meals furniflied the militia on their

march to New-Jerfey, 54 dollars :

Ordered, That the faid accounts be paid.

The committee on the mifcarriages in Canada, brought In a far-

ther report, which was read :

Ordered to lie on the table, to be taken into confideration on

Monday next.

A letter from Neil M'Clean was laid before Congrefs and reads

RefrAved, That It be referred to the board of war.

The feveral matters to this day referred, being poftponcd :

Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday.

Monday, Jugujl 5, 1776.

Two letters from general Wafhington, of the 31ft of July and

2d of Auguft; one from the council of Virginia, of the 27th of

July, with copies of fundry letters from North Carolina and South

Carolina, Inclofed ; one from E. Anderfon, of the 31ft of July;

and fundry refolutions paffed by the convention of Pennfylvania,

were laid before Congrefs and read :

Refolved, That they be referred to the board of war.

The board of war brought In a report, which was taken into

confideration; whereupon,

Refolved, That the commanders of all flilps of war and armed

vefiels In the fervice of thefe Hates, or any of them, and all letters

of marque and privateers, be permitted to Inllft rhto fervice on

board the fald fnlps and veffels, any feamen who may be taken on

board any of the fliips or veffels of our enemies, and that no fuch

feamen be intitled to receive the wages due to them out of the faid

prizes, but fuch as will fo inllft, and that all ether feamen fo takep

be held as prifoners of war, and exchanged for others taken by
the
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the enemy, whether on board of vefTels of war or merchantmen,

as there may be opportunity

:

That lieutenant colonel Rufus Putnam be appointed an engineer

with the rank of colonel and pay of fixty dollars a month.

A petition from Efek Hopkins, commander in chief of the con-

tinental fleet, was prefented to Congrefs and read; fetting forth,

that " he has been informed that certain complaints, interrogato-

" ries and report, charging him with fundry crimes and mifde-
" meanors, had been exhibited to the Honourable Congrefs ; the
" purport of which complaints, &c. he is ignorant of ; and pray-
" ing that he may be furnilhed with copies thereof, and of all other
" proceedings againft him, which are now before this honourable
*' body ; and that time may be allowed him to prepare for, and a

" day a'fiip'ned for his beino- heard before Conp-refs in his own
" defence."

Refolved, That the prayer of the petition be granted, and that

Friday next be appointed for hearing commodore Hopkins.

Refolved, That the marine committee be directed to order the

ftips and armed veffels, belonging to the continent, out on fuch

cruifes as they fhall think proper.

Refolved, That Monday next be affigned for hearing and deter-

mining the appeal againil the verdift and fentence paffed on the

fchooner Thiflle.

Refolved^ That the fecret committee be direfted to deliver to the

Delaware battalion, as many of the arms lately imported as will be

neceffary to armthem compleatly:

That they deliver to the council of fafety of Delaware govern-
ment, 193 of the faid arms, in lieu of fo many had from them :

That the remainder of the faid arms be delivered to the council

of fafety of Pennfylvania, who are to be accountable.

Refolved, That the Delaware battalion, when armed, be ordered

to New-Jerfey, fubjeft to the farther orders and directions of the

general.

The committee of treafury reported, that there is due,

To J. Symes, a prifoner of the royal highland emigrants, 28
dollars, for 14 weeks allowance, from the 24th of April to the

30th of July:

Ordered^ That the faid account be paid.

Ordered, That the board of war furnifh the committee of trea-

fury with the names of the Britifh officers arxl other prifoners, who
are entitled to the allowance made by Congrefs of two dollars a

week, with the times of their eaptivity, and the places where they
are quartered.

Refolved, That the pay of an affiftant clerk to the board of war
be 266 dollars and two-thirdo a year.

Refolved, That an order for looo dollars be drawn on the trea-

fH.irers, in favour of Francis Lewis, Efq; and -that the fame be
Vol. II. P p charged
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cliarged to the account of the paymafter general; it being for fo

much received by him, by the order of Mr. Lewis.

Congrefs took into confideration the report on Meffrs. Price

and Haywood's accounts, and after feme debate,

Refolved, That the faid accounts be recorrimitted and that the

commiflioners to Canada be defired to attend the board of treafury

at the examination of the faid accounts.

Rejolved, That an order for 53 dollars and one third be drawn
on the treafurers in favour of Monfr. Artur Vermonit, it being

two nfionths advance, for which he is to be accountable.

A petition from Lewis de Linkenfdorff was prefented to Con-
grefs and read :

Refolved, That it be referred to the board of war.

Congrefs took into confideral^on the report of the committee

on the caufes of the mifcarriages in Canada, and after debate,

Refolved, That it be re-committed.

The feveral matters to this day referred, being poftponed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Tuesday, Atigujl 6, 1776.

A letter of the 5th from general Wafhingtnn, enclofing copies

of letters between him and general Howe refpefting the exchange

of prifoners, and fundry other letters and papers :

Alfo one from brigadier-general Mercer of the 4th, were laid

before Congrefs and read

:

Refolved, That they be referred to the board of war.

Refolved, That the medical committee be directed to fupply the

direftor-general of the hofpital with fuch medicines as he may
want,

Refolved, That the fecret committee be direfted to deliver to

the delegates of North-Corolina half a ton of powder for the ufe of

the frontier inhabitants of that ftate.

Refolved, That general Schuyler be direfted to apply to general

Burgoyne, and propofe a general exchange of prifoners on the

terms agreed to by Congrefs, and particularly the delivering bri-

gadier-general Prefcot in poffeffion of the United States, in

lieu of brigadier-general Thompfon, in the poireffion of the enemy.

A letter from the convention of New-Jerfey to their delegates,

was laid before Congrefs and read; whereupon,

Refolved, That the convention of the fbate of New-Jerfey be rc-

quefted to make fuch provifion for keeping open the communica-

tion between that Hate and New-York, by way of the ferries over

the rivers Paffaick and Hackinfack, as to them fliall appear to be

moft effectual, and that Congrefs will reimburfe the expences of

fuch fervice to the ftate of New-Jerfey :

That it be recommended in the moftearneft manner to the con-

vention of New-Jerfey, to order their militia immediately to march

and join brigadier-general Mercer. Rejohed^
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Refolved, That the commiffioners for indian affairs in the mid-

dle department be direfted to inquire, and inform Congrefs, whe-

ther it will be moft for the public good, that the troops raifed.

3iid to be raifed for the garrifons on the Ohi® and its waters,

ftould be fupplied with provifions by contraft or by a commiffary :

That if a commiffary bethought neceffary, they recommend fome

proper perfon for that office to Congrefs, in the mean time take

fuch meafures as they think beft for viAnalling the faid troops.

Refolved, That a member be added to the committee appointed.

to inquire into, and remedy the defetts of the powder made at the

mills :

The member chofen, Mr. Rufli.

Mr. G. Clymer, one of the joint treafurers being appointed a

delegate to Congrefs, by the convention of Pennfylvania:

Refolved, That for the future there be only one continental trea-

furer.

Refolved, That an additional fum of three hundred dollars be

given to each of the continental treafurers, on account of their ex-

traordinary trouble, and faithful fervice, during the laft year.

Congrefs refolved itfelf, into the committee of the whole to

take into confideration, the articles of confederation, and after

fome time, the prefident refumed the chair, and Mr. Morton re-

ported that the committee not having come to a conclufion, de-

fired leave to fit again.

Refolved, That it be recommended to the council of fafety of

Pennfylvania to ftop Mr. Wilmore from proceeding to New-York.

Refolved, That this Congrefs will to-morrow refolve itfelf into a

. committee of the whole to take into confideration, the articles of

confederation.

The feveral matters to this day referred, being potlponed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-m.orrow.

V/ednesday, Auguft 7, 1776.

Refolved, That an order for 5000 dollars be drawn on the trea-

furers in favour of the committee of Lancafter, for the purpofe of

carrying into execution, the refolution of Congrefs, refpefting

the prifoners, the faid committee to be accountable :

That an order for 30,000 dollars be drawn on the treafurer in

fa'vour of James Meafe for the ufe of the militia marching to New-

Jerfey, he to be accountable.

Refolved, That James Brifben, who is employed in the poft-

office, be excufedfrom military duty.

A letter from captain N. Biddle to the marine committee was

laid before Congrefs, and read ; v/hereupon,

Refoived, That general Wafhington be direfted to propofe an

exchange of lieutenant Jofiah, for a lieutenant of the navy of

Great- Britain, aiid that the general rcmonffrate to lord Howe on

the
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the cruel treatment lieutenant Jofiah has met with, of which the

Congrefs have received undoubted information.

Refolved, That Dr. Rufh be added to the medical committee.

A memorial from George Meafara was prefented to Congrefs

and read

:

Refolved, That it be referred to the board of war.

Tlie committee appointed to revife the articles of war brought

in their report.

The board of war reported that there is due.

To MefTrs. Giaflbn, Hertel and de la Magdelaine, Canadiam

prifoners at Briftol for their board and lodging, from the 15th of
November to the 31ft July laft, being thirty feven weeks, each at

2 dollars a week, 222 dollars, and that the fame ought to be paid,

to John Green their affignee :

Ordered, That the fame be paid.

Congrefs refohed itfelf into a committee of the whole, to taie

into confideration, the articles of confederation, and after fome
time, the prefident refumed the chair, and Mr. Morton reported,

that the committee not having yet finifhed, defii'ed leave to fit

again.

Refolved, That this Congrefs will to-morrow refolve itfelf into a

committee of the whole, to take into confideration the articles of

confederation.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow-

Thursday. Augufi 8y 1776.

Rejolved, That the fum of 700 dollars be paid to Jonathan Me-
redith, in full of Ephraim Blaine's draught in his favour, for fhoes

purchafed from him for the ufe of the continental army; and that

the fame be charged to the account of the faid Ephraim Blaine.

Refolved, That the fum of 60,000 dollars be advanced to the de-

legates of New-Hampfhire, for the ufe of that ftate, which is to be

accountable.

Refolved, That it be recommended to the council of fafety of

Pennfylvania, to take proper meafares for providing quarters, for

the troops paffing through Philadelphia to the flying camp, during

their continuance in this city.

Refolved, That the colonel or commanding officer of the Dela-

ware battalion, and the colonels or commanding officers of the fe-

veral battalions of militia now in Philadelphia, be ordered inftantly

to march to Amboy in Nev/-Jerfey ; and that fuch of the militia,

as want arms be left under a proper officer, till they can be pro-

vided therewith, and then marched without any farther delay:

That the board of war be directed to fee this refolution carried

into immediate execution.

Refolved, That the board of warbedireftedtotakeinto immediate

confideration, the flate of the army in the northern department,

and our naval force on the lakes; and that Mr. Chafe be directed to

attend
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attend the faid board, and give them all the information in his

power ; and that Mr. Williams be defired to furnifh the faid board

with an extract of the letter he has received from governor Trum-
bull, relative to the faid army and naval force ; and that the faid

board report thereon as foon as poflible.

Two letters from general Wafhington, with fundry papers in-

clofed ; one from general Schuyler, dated at the German Flats,

Auguft the ift ; one of the 29th of July from general Gates, with

copies of two letters inclofed, were received and read.

Refolved, That a letter be written to general Lee, to inform him

of the intelligence received, that the troops from Charleftown are

arrived at New-York; and to direft him, in cafe the Britifh troops

have left the fouthern colonies, to repair with all poffible expedition

to Philadelphia, and there wait the orders of Congrefs.

Refolved, That to-morrow be afligned for eleding four major

generals and fix brigadier generals.

Refolved, That the poft-riders be exempted from military duty.

Refslved, That the fecret committee be direfted to fupply col.

Galbreath with 9 lb. of powder, and 27 lb. of lead, for the ufe of

three companies of his battalion.

The committee of treafnry reported, that there is due.

To George Kennedy, for three riiBes purchafed in Frederick

county, Virginia, for the ufe of captain Morgan's company of rif-

flemen, and to be charged to the faid company, the fumof40
dollars :

To William Web, for fervices in and articles purchafed for the

ufe of the treafury office, 137 dollars and fifty-four-ninetieths; to

be charged to the account of contingent expences :

To captain Thomas Hallet, for fubfiftance of 13 men of his

company, on their march from Chefter county to New-Jerfey, 9
dollars and eighty-two-ninetieths:

To captain Benjamin Wallace, for fubfiftance of his company,

on their march from Chefter county to New-Jerfey, 32 dollars

and twety-ninetieths

:

To captain' Matthew Boyd, for fubfiftance of 53 men of his

company, in col. Moore's battalion, on their march from Chefter

county to New-Jerfey, 27 dollars and forty-two-ninetieths :

To Tobias Rudolph, for the hire of two horfes and a chair, by
captain Alexander Graydon, to conduft money to Ticonderoga,

and for one of the faid horfes which was loft at Albany, 125 dol-

lars and fifty-four-ninetieths:

To Mr. Smith, at the city tavern, for the expence of a guard at

his houfe, over prifoHers of war brought from Burlington, 16 dol-

lars and twenty-feven-ninetieths :

To John Tomkins, for the fubfiftance of captains Crowlle's,

Heifter's and Ludwigg's companies of militia, on their march to

New-Jerfey, 21 dollars ar. a thirty-fix-ninstieths:

To
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To captain James M'Candlefs, for fubfiftance and ferriages of
his company of the 4th battalion of York county militia, on theif

march to New-Jerfey, 41 dollar? and feventy-eight-ninetieths:

Ordered, That the faiJ accounts be paid.

Refolved, That an order for 2000 dollars be drawn on the trea-

furer, in favour of the delegates of Georgia, for the ufe of the

continental forces in that ftate; the faid delegates to be accountable.

Congrefs refolved itfelf into a committee of the whole, to take

into confideration the articles of confederation, and after fome time,

the prefident refumed the chair, and Mr. Morton reported, that

the committee have made farther progrefs in the matter referred ta

them, but not having come to a conclufion, defired leave to fit again.

Refolved, That this Congrefs will to-morrow refolve itfelf into a

committee of the whole, to take into confideration the articles of

confederation.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-Aorrow.

Friday, Augujl 9, 1776.
Congrefs having proceedt d to the election of a regimental pay-

mafter for the Delav/are battalion,

John Yates, Efq; was eleded.

Refolved, That a committee of three be appointed to devlfe a

plan for encouraging the Heffians and other foreigners employed

by the king of Great-Britain, and fent to America for the pur-

pofe of fubjugating thefe ftates, to quit that iniquitous fervice:

The members chofen, Mr. Wilfon, Mr. JefFerfon & Mr. Stockton.

The board of war brought in a report, which was read:

Ordered to lie on the table.

Refolved, That the fecret committee be direfted to deliver to the

order of the board of war, fuch articles in their poffeffion, belong-

ing to the continent, as, in the opinion of the faid board of war,

are necefiary for the Delaware battalion

:

That the faid committee be diredled to fend to general Wafh-

ington gOjOOO flints.

A petition from William Bell and company was prefented to

Congrefs and read

:

Refolved, That it be referred to the committee on governor

Trumbull's letter.

Refolved, That Mr. Meafe be direfted to fupply the captains^,

now in Philadelphia, belonging to colonel Hand's battalion, with

fuch fums of money as will be fufficient to pay the bounty voted

to non-commiffioned officers and foldiers, who inlift for three years.

The delegates of Pennfylvania and Maryland, to whom the pe-

tition of Lewis de Linkenfdorf was referred, brought in their re-

port, which was taken into confideration; whereupon,

Refolved, That Lewis de Linkenfdorf be appointed adjutant to

the German battalion, ordered to be raifed for the continental

fervice.
"

-

Agreeable



AuGu ST, 1776. 303

Agreeable to the order of the day, Congrefs proceeded to the

leleilion of four major-generals and fix brigadier-generals, when

the following gentlemen were chofen : viz.

William Heath, Jofeph Spencer, John Sullivan, and Nathaniel

Green, Efqrs; major-generals

;

James Read, John Nixon, Arthur St. Clair, Alexander M'Dou-
gal, Samuel Holden Parfons, and James Clinton, Efqrs; briga-

dier-generalc.

Refolved, That the hearing commodore Hopkins be poftponed

to Monday next at 1 1 o'clock, and that captain Jones be dire<3:ed

to attend at the fame time.

Refolved, That 10,000 dollars be advanced to colonel John
Hallet for the ufe of his battalion, he to be accountable.

Refohedi That William Brown, raafter carpenter ; who is come
from the camp on furlow, be ordered not to return, his fsrvice

being neceffary at the yard.

The feveral matters to this day referred, being poftponed :

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Saturday, Augujl 10, 1776.

Refolved, That Ifaac Cooper, fhipjoiner ; be ordered not to go
to New-Jerfey, his fervice being wanted :

That William Whiting a wounded foldier be fent to the hofpital

of Pennfylvania, and fupported at the expence of the United States,

and in cafe he dies, that the expences of his funeral, be paid by
the United States.

The committee oftreafury reported that there is due.

To Jeremiah Dougan in part payment of his account again/1

the continent, 3 19 dollars, and fixty ninetieths, with which he -a

to be charged :

To Daniel Smith for the weekly allowance of the following

prifoners of war, viz. James Hughes, town-major of Montreal,

and captain Duncan Campbell from the 19th January to the 18th

July laft, 24 weeks, and 6 days, at 2 dollars a week, 99 dollars,

and thirty-eight ninetieths :

Major Dunbar, Major Stopford, lieutenant Harrifon, lieut.

Shuttleworth, lieutenant M'Donald, and captain Algeo, from the.

26th April to 1 2th July laft, 11 weeks each, at 2 dollars a week,

132 dollars :
"^

To colonel Jacob Stroud for expences of waggon hire, in con-

ducting Canadian prifoners, and part of the 26th regiment from
Walpeck in New-Jerfey, to Reading and Briftol in Pennfylvania,

219 dollars, and fifty-four ninetieths, out of which 84 dollars,

twelve ninetieths, is a charge agairjft the Britifh troops and 13 c

dollars and forty-two ninetieths, for the expence of the Canadians:

To John Bates for 140 camp kettles delivered to colonel Mat-
lack 186 dollars, and fixty ninetieths

:

To
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To Thomas Nevlll for the materials and making travelling car-
riages, for the cannon fent to North-Carolina, 257 dollars, and
twenty-five ninetieths

:

To William M'Gillfor expences of the firft Pennfylvania batta-
lion on their march to Canada, which is to be charged to J. Shal-
lus, quarter-mafter of the faid battalion, 14 dollars, forty-five

ninetieths :

To Jofeph Haight for the allowance to captain Francis Stuart
and John Leflie of the 26th regiment, from the 26th April to
nth July, and to Dr. Huddlefton, of the 7th regiment, from
the 26th April to the ift July, as prifoners of war, 63 dollars:

To captain Jofeph Spur of colonel Moore's battalion for the
fubfiilance of his company of 28 men, on their march from Chef-
ter county to New-Jerfey, the fum of 25 dollars, and eighteen
ninetieths

:

To lieutenant colonel Jofeph Park for the fubfiftance of 6 men
of colonel Moore's battalion, on their march from Chefter county
to New-Jerfey, 16 dollars :

To Michael Gratz for Indian goods provided by him in May
and June laft, and delivered to the commiffioners for indian affairs,

in the northern department, 653 dollars, and eighty-feven nine-

tieths :

Ordered, That the faid accounts be paid.

The committee farther reported that they have had under confi-

deration, the accounts ofMeffrs. Price and Haywood, which were
recommitted to them, and having re-examined the fame, find a

ballance due to them amounting to 59,962 dollars and fifty-three

ninetieths, which they are of opinion ought to be paid in filver

and gold:

Ordered, That the faid fums be paid accordingly.

Refolved, That the board of treafury be direfted to devife ways
and means for paying Meflrs. Price and Haywood, and report to

Congrefs.

Refolved, That an order for 3000 dollars be drawn on the trea-

furers in favour of the delegates of Delaware government, for the

purpofe of paying one month's advance to the battalion of militia

marching from that government to the flying camp.

The board of war brought in a report which was taken into

confideration ; whereupon,

Refolved, That commiffions be made out, and fent to general

Wafhington, to be delivered to the feveral officers recommended

in the lift exhibited by the faid board, to fill the vacancies men-

tioned in the faid lift, excepting thofe perfons recommended to fill

the vacancies occafioned by pSicers being in captivity, which

ought not to be filled, but to be left open, until thofe officers

fhall be redeemed, and excepting the cafe of lieutenant-colonel

Tyler, who is to have a comraiffion for colonel of the regiment

lately
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lately commanded by colonel Parfons, promoted; and that lieut.

colonel Durkee have a commiffion of colonel of the 20th regiment,

and that major Prentice be made lieutenant-colonel of the regi-

ment, in which he is now major ; and major Knolton lieutenant-

colonel of the 20th regiment.

The marine committee brought in a report \Vhich was read :

Ordered, to lie on the table.

The committee, on the caufes of the mifcarriages in Canada,
brought in a farther report which was read :

Orderedy To lie on the table to be taken into confideratioa on
Tuefday next.

Refohed, That John Hughes be fupplied with neceffary cloaths

by the managers of the Pennfylvania hofpita], at the expence of

the United States.

Refohed, I'hat William Tudor, judge advocate general, have

the rank of lieutenant-colonel in the army of the United States
;

and that he be ordered immediately to repair to the difcharge of

his duty at New-York.
Refolved, That the fecret committee be directed to deliver to

colonel J. Wilfon for the ufe of three companies of his battalion

how in Philadelphia, ii lb. of powder, and 44 lb. of lead:

That the faid committee be direfted to deliver to the order of

the marine committee, fuch quantity of arms and ammunition, as

may be necelfary for the ufe of the continental frigates.

The committee on Canadian petitioners reported,

That the reverend Mr. Louis Lotbiniere was on the 26th Janu-

ary laft appointed by general Arnold chaplain to the regiment un-

tler the command of colonel James Livingfton, and a£ted in that

capacity, until the retreat of the army from Canada, and was

promifed by general Arnold the pay of ^ 14; 10: per month,

including rations; and that there is now a ballance of 124 dollars,

eighty-four ninetieths due, and that the fame ought to be paid to

him, and he continued a chaplain in the pay of the United States :

That Jean Fifcul ought to receive nine months pay as a private,

and a prefent of 20 dollars for particular fervice, the whole a-

mounting to 80 dollars, aud that he be permitted to inlift in the

artillery at New-York :

That Pierre du Calvert ought to receive ic6 dollars, and two

thirds, for eight months pay as an enfign, and a commiffion, as a

brevet lieutenant :

That Alexander du Clos ought to receive 33 dollars, and one

third, for five months pay as a private, and be difcharged with

permiffion to inlift again in the fervice at his eleftion :

That Jean Baptift du Vidal ought to receive 56 dollars for fe-

ven months pay as a ferjeant, and be difcharged or continued in

the fervice at his eledlion;

Vol. II. Q^q That
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That Louis Ruffe ought to receive 32 dollars for his fervlces aS

a nurfe and attendant on the fick, and a prefent of 40 dollars on

account of his humanity to them

:

That Juet a Voir ought to receive a prefent of 10 dollars, and

be difcharged or continued in fervice at his eleftion:

That La Juneffe ought to receive a prefent of 40 dollars, and be

difchafged

:

That John Hamptreneck ought to receive 186 dollars and two-

thirds, as deputy commiffary from the 15th of September to the

5th of February, and 164 dollars for his pay as a captain from the

5th of February to this day, being 6 months and 5 days ; the

whole amounting to 350 dollars and fixty-ninetieths :

That John Diamond and Walker Moody ought to receive a pre-

fent of 40 dollars each:

That Andrew Pepin ought to receive 33 dollars and thirty-nine-

tieths, for five months pay as a private, for his fervices as a volun-

teer, and be continued in pay as a lieutenant

:

That all perfons who have afted as volunteers in Canada, and

retreated with the army, be referred to general Schuyler; and that

he be diredled to inquire into their fervice and charafters, and to

order them fuch rewards and wages as ihall appear to have been

merited

:

That 300 dollars be advanced to colonel James Livingfton, and

his general account again ft; Congrefs referred to the infpeftion and

determination of general Schuyler.

Refolvedi That the faid report be agreed to.

The feveral matters to this day referred, being poftponed:

Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday.

Monday, Auguji 12, 1776.

A letter from general Wafhington of the 8th, with fundry pa-

pers inclofed, and one from general Mercer, with one incloled to

him from colonel Dickinfon, were read:

Refohed, That the letter from general Wafhington, with the

papers inclofed, be referred to the board of war :

That the letter from brigadier general Mercer, with the inclofed

letter from colonel Dickinfon, be communicated to the convention

of Pennfylvania.

Sundry refolutions paffed by the convention of New-York were

laid before Congrefs and read.

A letter from a gentleman at cape Francois in Hifpaniola, dated

July the 23d, was alfo read:

Refohed, That it be referred to the fecret committee.

That the delegates of North-Carolina be impowered to fend by
water, at the rifle of the continent, the military Itores necelTary for

that ftate.

On
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On application of one of the parties,

Refolvedy That the hearing the appeal againft the fentence pafled

on the fchooner Thiftle, be poftponed to Monday the 26th inftant.

The council of fafety of Pennfylvania having recommended Phi-

lip Schrauder, as a fecond lieutenant of the fifth company of Ger-
mans to be raifed in that ftate :

Refolved, That he be accepted, and that a commiffion be grant-

ed to him accordingly,

A letter of the 3d, from the council of \ irginia, and one of

the fame date from brigadier general Lewis, were read.

Agreeable to the order of the day, commodore Hopkins attend-

ed and was admitted ; when the examination taken before the ma-
rine committee, and the report of the faid committee in cojfequence
thereof, were read to him ; and the commodore being heard in his

own defence, and having delivered in fome farther anfwers to the

queftions ailced him by the marine committee, and two witneffes

being at his requeft introduced and examined, he withdrew.

Congrefs then took into confideration the inftruflions given to

commodore Hopkins, his examination and anfwers to the marine

committee, and the report of the marine committee thereupon; al-

fo, the farther defence by him made and the teftimony of the wit-

neffes; and after fome debate, the farther confideration thereof

was poilponed.

The feveral matters to this day referred, being poftponed:

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Tuesday, Auguft 13, 1776.

Re/hlved, That the 8th Virginia battalion be taken into pay from
the 27th day of May laft, and the feventh from the 17th day of

June laft.

The marine committee having recommended William Barnes for

firft lieutenant on board one of the frigates built at Philadelphia:

Thomas Vaughan, fecond mate of the ftiip Alfred, to be third

lieutenant of the Waftiington frigate, commanded by Thomas
Reed, Efq; and Ellftia Hinman to the command of the Cabot :

Refolved, That they be accepted, and that commiffions be grant-

ed to them accordingly; and that captain Saltonftall be ordered to

difcharge Mr. Vaughan, that he may repair to the command to

which he is now appointed.

Colonel Mercer of the 3d Virginia Battalion being promoted to

the rank of brigadier general, and William Chriftian, who was ap-

pointed colonel of the firft battalion, having declined to accept his

commiffion, and col. William Peachy of the fifth battalion having

refigned, Congrefs proceeded to the eleftlon of officers to fill the

vacancies occafioned thereby, and the ballots being taken, Charles

Scott, George Weeden and Ifaac Reade, Efquires, were elefted

colonels:

Alexander
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Alexander Spotfwood, Thomas Mardiall and Robert Lavvfon,

Efquires, lieutenant colonels ; and James Junis and John Green,

Efquires, majors.

The committee of treafury reported, that there is due,

To Conrad Alfter, for 214 meals fupplied the militia on their

march to New-Jerfey, the fum of 21 dollars & thirty-fix-ninetieths:

To James Davis, for 70 meals fupplied captain Clarke's com-

pany of militia, on their march to New-Jerfey, 7 dollars and nine

ninetieths :

To major Blackden, for the hire of a fleigh and two horfes from

Albany to Quebec, cafh expended going exprefs from general Ar-
nold to Sorrell, and for a horfe, bridle and faddle, loft at Decham-
beau, in the fervice of the colonies, 153 dollars:

Ordered, That the above accounts be paid.

The board of treafury, to whom it was referred to devife ways

and means for paying Meffrs. Price and Heywood, brought in

their report; whereupon,

Refolved, That an order be fent to general Schuyler and general

Gates, to pay all the fpecie that they may have in their hands,

belonging to the United States, to Meflrs. Price and Heywood, in

part of the balance due to them from the faid ftates, and tranfmit

an account thereof to Congrefs

:

That the committee of treafury be direfted to ufe their endea-

vours to procure gold and fdver as quickly as poflible, to difcharge

the remainder:

That Meffrs. Price and Heywood be allowed at the rate of five

per cent, per annum intereft, for the balance that may be due to

them, after dedu6ting the fum that fhall be paid them by generals

Schuyler and Gates, from the time of fuch payment until the faid

balance is paid.

Refolved, That Mr. J. Meafe be direfted to advance one month's

pay to the officers and men from Maryland, on their march to

the flying camp

:

That the deputy quarter mafter general be direfted to fupply

the troops from Maryland with fuch articles, as they may ftand in

need of, out of the ftores in his hands belonging to the continent.

Refolved, That the five millions of dollars, laft ordered to be

emitted, confift of the following numbers and denominations, viz,

76,923 of 30 dollars each, 2,307,690

76,923 of 8 do. - - 615,384— 538,461

461,538
384,620

- 307,692
- 230,769

- 153,846
"————5,000,000

Refolved,

76,923
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Refohsd, That an order for 2,666 dollars, and two thirds be

drawn on the treafurer in favour of Ludwick Karcher, for the

purpofe of vitlualing the troops marching to the flying camp, he

to be accountable.

The board of war brought In a report, which was taken into

confideratlon ; whereupon,

Refolved, That general Wafhlngton be informed that Congrefs

have not received the treaty between the ftate of Maflachufetts-Bay

and the St. Johns and Micmac Indians, and that he be requefted

to lend a copy thereof :

That the I'ecret committee be direfted to furnlfh colonel WIlfo,n

with 23 muflvets, 22 lb. of powder, and 88 lb. of lead, foi: the

ufe of his battalion of militia. . / .[

The faid board having recommended William Caldwell to be

paymafter of colonel Baldwin's regiment of continental troops raif-

ed in Maffachufetts-Bay, and William Lawrence to be paymafter

of colonel Shee's battalion of continental troops, raifed in the ftate

of Pennfylvania :

Rejolved, That they be accepted, and that commiffions be

granted to them accordingly.

Rejolved, That an order for 296 dollars, and one third be paid

to the order of IVIeffrs. Simon and Campbell In full of a draught in

their favour by George Morgan, dated at PIttfburg, June 3d,

1776, and that the fame be charged to the account of the com-
mlffioners for Indian affairs in the middle department.

Rejolved, That the marine committee be direfted to deliver to

James Meafe the ftieetlng in their hands for the ufe of the conti-

nental troops.

Congrefs being informed that Alexander Rofs is detained at

Pittft)urg,

Refolved, That it be recommended to the commlffioners for In-

dian aftairs, to enquire into this matter, and if they find no new
caufe for detaining; him fince he was before the committee of Con-
grefs, and they think It proper that they permit him to purfue his

journey into the Indian country.

Refolved, That a member be added to the committee appointed

to confider the application of the reverend Mr. Leonard.

The member chofen, Mr. Hall.

A letter of the 12th from brigadier general Mercer was read :

Refolved, That it be referred to the board of war.

Congrefs took into confideratlon the articles of war, and after

fome time fpent thereon, the farther confideratlon thereof was
poftponed till to-morrow.
The feveral matters to this day referred, being poftponed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

WfDNESDAYj
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Wednesday, Augujl J4, 1776.

A letter of the J2th from general Wafhington with a return of
the army at New-York, and fundry other papers inclofed being
received, was read.

Alfo fundry letters from England were read.

Refohed, That the letter from general Wafhington with the pa-
pers inclofed, be referred to the board of war.

On requeft of the delegates of New-Jerfey,

Refohed, That the tutors in Princetown college be detained

from going to the flying camp, and that the faid tutors be diredl^

ed to continue in the faid college exercifing their feveral funftions.

The committee appointed to devife a plan for encouraging the
Heflians and other foreigners to quit the Britifli fervice, brought
in a report which was taken into confideration, whereupon Con.»

ffrefs came to the foliowing- refolution.

Whereas it has been the wife policy of thefe ilates to extend the

protection of their laws to all thofe who Ihould fettle among them
of whatever nation or religion they might be, and to admit them
to a participation of the benefits of civil and religious freedom, and

the benevolence of this pradllce as well as its falutary effedls have

rendered it worthy of being continued in future times.

And whereas, his Britannic majefty, in order to deflroy our

freedom and happinefs has commenced againft us a cruel and tm-

provoked war ; and unable to engage Briton's fufiicient to execute

his fanguinary meafures has applied for aid to foreign princes,

who are in the habit of felling the blood of their people for money,

and from them has procured and tranfported hither conliderable

numbers of foreigners. And it is conceived that fuch foreigners,

if apprifed of the praftice of thefe fl:ates would chufe to accept of

lands, liberty, fafety and a communion of good laws, and mild

government in a country where many of their friends and relations

are already happily fettled, rather than continue expofed to the

toils and danc^ers of a long and bloody war, waged againft a peo-

ple guilty of no other crime than that, of refuling to exchange free-

dom for flavsry ; and that they will do this the more efpecially

when they refiett, that after they have violated every chriftian and

moral precept by invading and attempting to deftroy thofe who

have never injured them or their country, their only reward, if

they efcape death and captivity, will be a return to the defpotifm

of their prince to be by him again fold to do the drudgery of fome

other enemy to the rights of mankind.

And whereas the pai-liament of Great-Britain have thought fit

by a late adl, not only to invite our troops to defert our fervice but

\.o direft a compulfion of our people taken at fea to ferve againft

their country.

Refohed, Therefore, that thef- ftates will receive all fuch for-

e'c-ncrs who fliall leave the armies of his Britannic majefty in Ame-
rica,
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j-ica, and fhall chufe to become members of any of thefe ftates; and

they fhall be protefted in the free exercife of their refpeftive reli-

gions, and be invefted with the rights, priviledges and immunities

of natives as eftablifhed by the laws of thefe ftates ; and moreover

that this Congrefs will provide for every fuch perfon fifty acres of

unappropriated lands in fome of thefe ftates, to be held by him and

his heirs in abfolute property.

Refolved, That the foregoing refolution be committed to the

committee, who brought in the report, and that they be directed

to have it tranflated'into German, and to take proper meafures to

have it communicated to the foreign troops.

Refolved, That Dr. Franklin be added to the fald committee.

The committee of treafury reported that there is due.

To captain William Rofs for fubfiftence aud ferriage of his

company of fixty-feven men of colonel Smith's battalion on their

march from York county to New-Jerfey, the fum of 52 dollars,

and forty-nine ninetieths :

To Daniel Smith for captain Gamble's allowance from 26th A-
pril to loth Auguft inftant, being 15 vreeks, at 2 dollars a week,

the fum of 30 dollars :

To John Davis for 33 days hire of a waggon tranfporting the

baggage of captain Hay's company of colonel Irwin's battalioa

from Carlifle to New-York, 1 10 dollars, and for 41 meals fupply-

ed captain Thomas Turbutt's company of colonel Wilfon's batta-

lion on their march from Cumberland county to New-Jerfey, the

fum of 4 dollars, and nine ninetieths :

To John Efhenbach for 19 meals fupplied recruits of captain

Cluggage's company of colonel Hand's battalion i dollar, and
eighty-one ninetieths:

To colonel Clement Biddle for 150 camp kettles, 200 dollars :

To Dr. John Coaces for a fet of furgeons inftruments loft on his

march with general Arnold from Cambridge to Quebec, the fum
of 26 dollars, and fixty ninetieths :

To Sarah Campbell for nuriing and boarding feven fick men be-

longing to captains Beaty, Benezet and Miller's companies, 30
dollars, and feven ninetieths.

Ordered, That the faid accounts be paid.

A petition from Eliftia Swift and Adonijah Spanborrough was
prefented to Congrefs and read.

Refolved, That it be referred to the delegates from Pennfylvania

and ConneAicut.

The board of war brought in a report Vvfhich was taken into con-

fideration ; whereupon,

Refolved, That monfieur Weibert, now fcrving in the continen-

tal army at New York as an engineer, be appointed affiflant enoi-

neer with the rank and pay of lieutenant-colonel ; and that his pay
commence from the time of his engaging in the fervice.

That
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That general Mercer be direfted to difcharge or grant furlows

to Jofeph Kerr, hatter, a private of capt. Wills company in the firft

battalion ; and to Philip Maufe," ftocking weaver, a private in capt.*

Ivling's company of the fourth battalion of Philadelphia militia

;

thefe two perfons being applied for by Mr. Meafe, commiffary,

to Avhora their fervices are indifpenfably neceffary, in tnaking and
providing cloathing for the army.

Refolved, That the remainder of the report be poftponed till to-

morrow.
^

The feveral matters to this day referred being poftponed,

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Thursday, Augujl 15, 1776.

The board of war brought in a report which was taken into

confideration ; whereupon,

Refohed, That James Livingfton having been appointed a colo-

nel of a regiment by general Montgomery, have a colonels com-
miffion given him, with*orders to enlift as many companies of Ca-
nadians as are willing to engage in the fervice ; and that the com-
mander in chief in the northern department be directed to recom-

mend to Congrefs proper perfons for officers under him.

The council of fafety of Pennfylvania having recommended Mr.
Bernard Hubley, jun. as firft lieutenant in the fifth company of

the Germ.an battalion;

Refohed, That he be accepted, and that a commifiion be grant-

ed to him accordingly.

A petition from Return Jonathan Meigs in behalf of himfelf

and others, was prefented to Congrefs and read:

Refolved, That it be referred to the board of war.

Refolved, That an Order for 30,000 dollars be drawn on the

treafurers in favour of James Meafe, for the ufe of the militia go-

ing to New-Jerfey.

Refolved, That the fum of 500 dollars be lodged in the hands of

the auditor-general for the purpofe of discharging fmall debts, he

to be accountable.

Rejolved, That the fecret committee be directed to deliver to

colonel M'Callifter eight ftand ofarms for the ufe of his battalion,

the faid committee taking fecurity for the return of the faid arms :

That the faid committee be directed to deliver to the delegates of

North-Carolina, five tons of lead for the ufe of the troops in that

ftate.

The committee to tvhom the letter from governor Trumbull of

the 19th July with fundry depofitions and papers was referred,

brought in their report, which was read:

Ordered to lie on the table.

A petition from Jeremiah Dugan was prefented and read

:

Ordered to lie on the table.

Concrefs
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Congrefs refumed the confideration of the I'nflruftions given to

commodore Hopkins, his examination and anfwers, &c. and there-

upon eame to the following refolution:

Refolved, That the faid commodore Hopkins, during his criiife

to the fouthward, did not pay due regard to the tenor of his in-

ftrudlions, whereby he was exprefsly direfted to annoy the ene-

my's fhips upon the coails of the fouthern ftates ; and that his rea-

fons for not going from Providence immediately to the Carolinas,

are by no means fatlsfadlory.

At the requell of the delegates of Pennfylvania the farther con-

fideration of the report was poftponed till to-morrow.

A letter of the i<|th from general Wafhington, one from gene-

ral Schuyler of the 7th, and one of the 5th from general Gates
being received, were read.

Refolved, That 500,000 dollars befentto Mr. Trumbull, depu-

ty paymafter general, for the ufe of the army in the northern de-

partment.

Refolved, That the fecret committee be direfted to deliver to

the order of the marine committee fuch ftores by them imported,

as are necelTary for the fleet.

The feveral matters to this day referred, being poftppaed:

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Friday, Aiigufl 16, 1776.

A letter of the 15 th from general Wafhington was read.

The board of treafury who were appointed to prepare inflruc-

tions for the commiffioners appointed to fettle the accounts of the

army at New-York and in the northern departm.ent, brought in a

draught which was read and agreed to as follows :

To
Gentlemen, You are appointed commiffioners by the Congrefs

to liquidate the accounts of the army in You will therefore

proceed immediately to and apply to general to di-

re£l all perfons, who have been engaged in tranfafting public bufi-

nefs to lay their accounts before you. In your examination you

will obferve the utmoft exaftnefs, taking care not to allow any

accounts for which proper vouchers are not produced. No ofEcer

is permitted to hold two commifllons, confequently is not to receive

pay for two.

Every colonel of a battalion ought to produce mufter rolls certi-

fied by the mufter mafter or fuch other perfon as may have been

appointed by the commanding officer to mufter the men, of the

number his battalion from time to time confifted of.

No allowance of pay or rations is to be made to any officer for

men who have not been aftually in the continental fervice.

If in the fettlement of thefe accounts you fnall difcover any
frauds to have been pra£lifed, or abufes committed by mifappHca-

VoL. H. R r tion
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tion of public monies, you fliall take particular notice of them, and
make efpecial report to the committee of treafury. When yoii

have compleated this bufinefs you are to tranfmit a copy of your
proceedintijs with accounts to the committee of treafury to be by
them finally adjuftedand difcharged.

Ordered, That a copy be made out and delivered to the refpec-

ti^e commifiioners.

Refolved, That the fum of 250,000 dollars be fent to Ebenezer
Hancock, Efq; deputy paymafler general for the ufe of the army
in the eaftern department.

Refolved, That the fum of jooo dollars be advanced to captaiTi

John David Whclper, for the bounty money, &c. of his company
;

he to be accountable.

A petition from Dr. Samuel Stringer, was prefented and read :

Refolved, That it be referred to the medical committee.

Refolved, That the medical committee be impowered to purchafe

fuch medicines as they judge proper and ufeful for the army.

Rejolved, That a member be added to the committee to whom
were referred the letters and papers refpetling the murder of Mr.

Parfons :

The member chofen, Mr. J. Adams.
The committee to whom the letter from general Putnam in fa-

vour of the reverend Abiel Leonard was referred, reported,

" That it appears from a further certificate of general Putnam,

that Mr. Leonard performed the duty of a chaplain to other regi-

ments than that of the general's for the fpace of eight months, for

which he has had no compenfation, and that it alfo appears that

Mr. Leonard's fervices at that time in the army were very neceffary

and ufeful" ; whereupon,

Refolved, That the fum of 300 dollars be paid to the faid Mr.

Abiel Leonard as a rev/ard for his fervices.

Refolved, That the letters received yefterday from general Wafh-
ington, general Schuyler, and general Gates, be referred to the

board of war.

Congrefs rofumed the confideration of the inftruftions given to

commodore Hopkins, his examination and anfwers, &c. and there-

upon came to the following refohition :

Refolved, That the faid condutl of commodore Hopkins deferves

the cenfure of this houfe, and this houfe does accordingly cenfure

him.

Ordered, That a copy of the refolutions pafTed againft commo-
dore Hopkins be tranfmitted to him.

The feveral matters to this day referred, being poftponed

:

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Saturday.
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Saturday, Auguji 17, 1776.

A letter of the 13th from general Wafhington was read.

The delegates of New-Jerfey laid before Congrefs a refolution

of their conventioa, impov/ering any one of them to i-eprefent the

faid ftate in thefe words
;

" In provincial Congrefs, New-Jerfey, Burlington, June 2 2,

1776.

Upon the queftion whether one or more delegates fhall be a

iquorum to reprefent this province in continantal Congrefs, it was

carried in favour of one. Extrad; from the minutes,

William Pa t e r son, Secretary."

The committee oftreafury reported, that there is due.

To John Bates for 187 camp kettles delivered to Clement Bid-

die, deputy quarter mafter general, 249 dollars:

To George Bimner for a rifle purchafed by lieutenant Mofes

Rawling from John Piper in Maryland, for the ufe of captain

Grier's rifle company, and to be charged to the faid company, 10

dollars, and fixty ninetieths:

To Melfrs. Gi.bfpn and Afton for 5 rifles furnifhed captain Mor-
gan's company of riflemen by perfons in Frederick county, Vir-

ginia, and certified by the committee there, and to be charged to

the faid Morgan, 65 dollars, and thirty ninetieths:

To James Mercer for 597 meals furniflied to the militia on their

inarch to New-Jerfey, 59 dollars, and fixty- three ninetieths :

To William Clayton for 454 meals fupplied the militia on their

march to New-Jerfey, 45 dollars^ and thirty-fix ninetieths:

To William Allibone for his expences in fearch of flint flrones

by direction of the board of war, 6 dollars :

To Jofeph Hinzey for 7 chairs and a flool for the ufe of the

treafury office, 15 dollars, and eighteen ninetieths:

To William M'Carroll for the paflage of prifoners taken by
captain Barry from Egg-Harbour to Philadelphia, with their

maintenance on the road, 4 dollars, and fifty-fix ninetieths:

To colonel Henry Haller 425 dollars, and thirty-nine nine-

tieths; of which fum 20 dollars are to be charged to captain Nel-

fon, for two rifles delivered to him by David Miers ; 14 dpllars,

and fifty four ninetieths to the army, for rations fupplied captain

Nelfon's company ; 24 dollars for contingent expences of three

exprefles ; and 3^6 dollars, and feventy-five ninetieths for provi-

fions for the prifoners at Reading with fire wood, fait, fl;raw,

&c. including 39 days fervice of the faid Haller:

To George Struylys, for entertainment of the militia on their

march to New-Jerfey, 78 dollars, and fixty-four ninetieths :

To Robert Jewell for fundry bills for the repair of the old gaol

in Philadelphia, and work done at the new gaol, 178 dollars,

^nd fifty-three ninetieths:

Ordered, That the faid accounts be paid

.
The
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The committee on Indian affairs, to whom fundry letters and
' papers from Pittfburg were referred, having examined them, laid

the fame on the table, and deiired they might be read, which was
done.

Refolvedy That an order for 50 dollars be drawn on the trea-

furer, in favour of George Morgan, for the life of Peter Long,
for his fervices in the Indian country.

Refolved, That the accounts of George Morgan, Efq; be re-

ferred to the board of treafury.

A letter of this day from Martin Johnfon, lieutenant of artillery,

was laid before Congrefs and read; wherein he delires Congrefs to

enquire into the circumftances of Mr. Anftruther's diamond ring,

which he acknowledges he has;—that he never made a fecret of it

;

—that he found the ring fome time after the garrifon capitulated,

and thought it to be a prize ; and, for the truth of what he afferts,

refers Congrefs to the certificates of feveral principal officers.

Refolved, That lieutenant Martin Johnfon be direfted to deliver

the ring to the fecretary cf the war office, who is ordered to fend

the fame to Mr. Anftruther, the owner.

Congrefs refumed the confideration of the report of the com-
mittee, to whom was referred brigadier creneral Woofter's letter,

requefting an enquiry into his conduct, while he had the honour
of commanding the continental forces in Canada, which was read

as follows:

That brigadier general Woofter produced copies of a number of

letters which paiTed between him and general Schuyler, and of hia

letters to Congrefs, from which it appears, that he, from time to

time, gave feafonable and due notice of the ftate of the army under
his command, and what fupplies were, in his opinion, neceflary to

render the enterprize fuccefsful ; that a number of officers and other

gentlemen from Canada, who were acquainted with his condu6i

there, and who happened occafionally to be in this city, were ex-

amined before the committee; to which letters, and the minutes of

the examination of the witneflcs herewith exhibited, the committee

beg leave to refer Congrefs for further information, and report, as

the opinion of the committee upon the whole of the evidence that

was before them, that nothing cenfurable or blame worthy appears

againft brigadier general Woofter."

The report being again read, was agreed to.

The board of war brought in a report, which was taken into

confideration; whereupon,

Refolued, That Gullavus Rilberg be appointed affiftant to Cle-

ment Biddle, deputy quarter mafter general to the Hying camp,

and that he refide at Philadelphia.

Rejolved, That general Wafliington be defired to propofe an ex-

change oi his Britannic majefly's prifoners, captivated at St. John's

and Chamblee, for thofe in the fervice of the United States taken

jn Csinada: , Thr.t
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That major Meggs be exchanged for major French, ^nd captain

Henry Dearbourne for an oiEcer of his rank

:

That in cafe a general exchange of prifoners ftiould not he agreed

to, that provifion be made for fupplying our prifoners in Canada,

with neceffaries, by procuring and fending bills of exchange drawfi

by Britiih officers, prifoners in thefe ftates; or, if fuch cannot be

obtained, that caih be fent to them.

Refolved, That it be recommended to the convention of Maryi
Jand, to raife and arm two battalions upon the continental efta-

blifhment:

That the men for the faid battalions be enlifted to ferve during

the war, unlefs fooner dilcharged by Congrefs:

That the faid convention recommend to Congrefs fuitable per-

fons for field officers of the faid battalions, and appoint all the

other officers

:

That the faid battslions be taken into continental pay fo fopn as

they are armed and accoutred for fervlce and accordingly muftered:

That 20,000 dollars be fent to the faid convention, to defray

the expences of raifing the faid battalions; to be accounted for to

Congrefs.

Colonel Biddle having, by order of general Mercer, applied

for the following articles, viz. 500 firelocks with bayonets, 500
bayonets with fcabbards of different fizes, 200 fpare rseirods, 4000
priming wires and 20,000 flints;

Refoked, That Mr. J. Meafe, commifTary, be dire<Sed to pro-

vide and deliver to colonel jBiddle, or his order, the above articleSj

or as many of them as can be procured.

The feveral matters to this day referred, being poftponed:

Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday.

Monday, Augujl 19, 1776.

A letter of the 12th from general Wafhington, with the pro-

ceedings and judgment of a court martial againft colonel Donald
Campbell, inclofed, was read:

Refolved, That the proceedings and judgment of the court mar-
tial be fent to gen. Schuyler for his approbation or difapprobatioQ«

Another letter of the 14th from general Wafhington, with pa-

pers inclofed, relative to Mr. Nubile, a foreigner, was read:

Refolved, That it be referred to the board of war.

A letter of the 14th, from commodore Hopkins, was readj
whereupon,

Refolved, That commodore Hopkins be directed to repair to
Rhode-Ifland, and take the command of the fleet formerly put
under his care.

A letter of the 19th, from lieutenant M. Johnfon, was read;

whereupon,

Refolved, That the ftoppage of lieutenant M. Johnfon's pay be
Jaken off, and tha^ he receive v/hat is due to him. A letter
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A letter of the T9th, from brigadier general Woofler, was read:

Ordered to lie on the table.

The board of war having recommended captain James Chapman
to be major of colonel Tyler's battalion, and captain Thomas Dyer
to be major of colonel Durkee's:

Refolved, That they be accepted, and that commiflions be grant-

ed to them accordingly.

Refolved, That the board of treafury be impowered to employ
another prefs to print the bills of credit, and that Matthew Clark-

fon and Walter Shee, Efqrs. be appointed fuperintendants of the

prefs, in addition to thofe already appointed for that fervice.

A petition from Chapman Afhur was prefented to Congrefs and
read.

The committee on Indian affairs, to whom the letters from the

comm!fiionei-3 in the middle and fouthern departments were refer-

red, brought in a report, which was taken into confideration

;

whereupon,

Rejlhcd, That it be left to the difcretion of the commiffioners

in the middle department, to poftpone the holding the treaty with

the indians in their department, to fuch time as they think beft;

and that, if by continuing at Pittfburg in the mean while, they

are of opinion tliey fiiall be able to bring the indians into a friendly

difpoHtion and to render the treaty more general, they be defired

to continue there:

'i'hat the invitation given by the faid commiffioners to fuch of

the fix nations of indians, as live on the waters of the Ohio, to

attend the faid treaty, be approved

:

That the filid commiffioners be inftrufted to make diligent en-

quiry into the murder lately committed by indians, in the neigh-

bourhood ofPittfburg, on one Crawford, and that as foon as they

difcover by whom the fame was committed, they demand due pu-

riiffiment on the offender or offenders, which being granted, this

Congrefs will notconlider the fame as a national aft:

That the faid commiffioners invite fuch of the Indian chiefs and

warriors of their department, as they think beft, to vifit Congrefs

at Philadelphia, after the conclufion of the treaty with them

:

That the following extratl from the fpeech of JLogan, an Indian

chief, be tranfmitted to the commiffioners for the middle depart-

ment, viz. " We ftiil hear bad news. Conneodico and fome of us

are conflantly threatened. And the Bcarlltin, a trader from Penn-

fylvania, amongfl others, fays, a great reward is offered to any

perfon, who will take or entice either of us to Pittfburg, where

we are to be hanged up like dogs by the Big Knife. This being

true, hew can we think of what is good. That it is true we have

jio doubt, and you may depend on it, that the Bearflcin told Me-
topfica every word of what I have mentioned." And that they be

directed to do all in their power to remove every jealoufy of the

United
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United States or either of them from the minds of the indians.

And as it may poffibly happen, that the perfons concerned in t.be

indian trade, in order to ingrofs to themfelves or to the traders of

their own ftate the whole of the faid indian trade, may by falfe

fuggeftions endeavour to poifon the minds of the faid indians and
render them inimical to any other ftatc, and to involve fuch ftate

in an indian war, that it be therefore recommended to the afiem-

blies and conventions of the feveral llates, from which trade is car-

ried on with the indians, that they take the mod efleclual mea-
fures to prevent the traders of their refpective Rates from purfuing

a practice fo dangerous to the peace of the United States :

That fo much of the indian fpeech as relates to the Nantikokes
be fent to the convention of Maryland, and that they be requefted

to give Congrefs fuch information upon the fubjcft as they can ob-
tain :

That agreeable to the propofition from the commiffioners for in-

dian affairs in the fouthern department,Mr.Galph:n and Mr. Ray be
dcfired to invite fuch of the head men of the Creeks, as they fnait

think expedient to vlUt Congrefs at Philadelphia,and that Mr. Gal-
phin or Mr Ray be requeited to attend them hither, and that Con-
grefs will defray the expences of fuch journey.

RefolveJ, That the part of the report refpefling the neutrality

of the indians be poftponed.

Refolvedy That the fum of 1200 dollars be advanced to the com-
miffioners appointed to audit and fettle the accounts of the army at

New-York, and in the northern department; they to be account-
able.

Congrefs refumed the confideratlon of the articles of war as re-

vifcd by the committee for that purpofe appointed, and after fome
time fpent thereon, the farther confideration thereof was poftponed.

Rfpjhed, That captain A.rchibald Hamilton be permitted to re-

fide at New'-Brunfwick, until the farther orders of Congrefs.

The committee to whom was referred the petition from EHfha
Swift, &c. brought in their report.

The committee of treafury reported, that there is due.

To Jacob Vanderhyden for cioathing fuppiied the army in Ca-
nada, viz. Captain Ten Eyck's company, ^ 256 : 15 : 5 ; to

captain John Vifher's company, £ 188 : 14: 5 ; to captain John
Vifgar, /^34: 6 : 6 ; to captain John Graim, / 52: o: 7; to
general Arnold for the army, ^4: 19: o: for ihoes purchafed
by order of the commlllioners of Congrefs, £21: 12: o- the
whole amounting to £ 595 : 7 : 11, lawful money, equal to 19S4
dollars and iifty-nine ninetieths :

To George Morgan, Efq; for the balance of his accoiint for
fundries fuppiied for the middle department, to be charc-edto the
commiflioners for indian affairs in the faid department, "77 dol-
lars, and feventy-five ninetieths:

Tq
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To Robert Irwin for the hire of four teams and their ferriage to

New-York, 162 dollars, and twenty ninetieths :

To Chriftiah Vogt for Ijo meals fupplied the troops on their

march to New-Jerfey, 7 dollars, and thirty-three ninetieths ; and
that the fame be paid to George Hufnagel :

To George Hufnagel for 666 meals fupplied the troops on their

march td New-Jerfey, 42 dollars, and twenty-five ninetieths :

To colonel Jeremiah Dugan for the balance of his account for

fupplies to the army in Canada, exclufive of fundry articles for

ivhich he has "produced no vouchers, 698 dollars, and forty-five

ninetieths

:

Ordered, That the faid accounts be paid.

Thfe feveral matters to this day referred, being poftponcd:

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

TlfESDAV, Jitgufl 20, 1776.

A letter of the j 8th from general Wafhington with fundry pa-

pers inclofed, was laid before Congrefs and read.

Refolvedt That the fame be referred to a committee of five :

The members chofen, Mr. Jefferfon, Mr. Franklin, Mr. Rut-

ledge, Mr. J. Adams, and Mr. Hooper.

A petition from Harduin Mertlct was read and referred to the

Canada committee.

The comrtiittee to whom was referred the petition from Dr.

Stringer, brought in their report, which was taken into confide-

ration ; whereupon,

Refoived, That Dr. Morgan was appointed direflor general and

phylician in chief of the American hofpital

:

That Dr. Stringer was appointed director and phyfician of the

hofpital in the northern department only :

That every direftorof a hofpital pofTeffes the exclufive right of

appointing furgeons and hofpital officers of all kinds, agreeable to

the refolutions of Congrefs of the 17th of July in his own depart-

ment, unlefs otherwife directed by Congrefs :

That Dr. Stringer be authorifed to appoint a furgeon for the

fleet now fitting out upon the lakes:

That adrupgift be appointed in Philadelphia, whofe bufinefs it

fhall be to receive and deliver all medicines, inilruments and fliop

furniture for the benefit of the United States :

That a falary of 30 dollars a month be paid to the faid drugglft

forhis labour.

Congrefs proceeded to the eleflion of a druggift, and the bal-

lots being taken, Dr. V/illiam Smith was elefted.

The board of treafury reported, that there is due.

To Jofeph Haight for fundry fupplies of provifions and wood

for the prifoners at Burlington, from the 10th June to the i8th

Julylaft, 277 dollars, and thirty-fix ninetieths : Ordered^
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Ordered, That the fame be paid.

A letter from Meafe and Caldwell was laid before Congrefs and

read

:

Refolved, That it be referred to a committee of three :

The members chofen,Mr. Walton, Mr. Morris, and Mr. Payne:

Congrefs refolved itfelf into a committee of the whole to take

into their farther coniideration the articles of confederation, and

after fome time the prefident refumed the chair, and Mr Morton
reported that the committee having had under confideration the

articles of confederation, have gone through the fame, and agreed

to fundry articles, which he was ordered to fubmit to Congrefs.

The report ofthe committee being read

;

Ordered, That eighty copies of the articles of confederation as

reported from the committee of the whole, be printed under the

fame injumftions as the former articles, and delivered to the mem-
bers under the like inftru£tions as formerly.

Refolved, That Mr. Hamilton Young be permitted to refide in

Pennfylvania, until the farther orders of Congrefs.

The committee appointed to prepare a device for a great feal for

the United States, brought in the fame with an explanation thereof:

Ordered to lie on the table.

A letter of the 19th from general Wafhington was read.

Information being given to Congrefs that the crews of fome of

the American vefTels have rifen againft their captains, and pirati-

cally feized the veffels, and that one of them being carried into

England, the pirates have been publickly countenanced, and the

velTel and cargo taken by adminiftration and fent to vidlual their

fleet and army in America:

Refolved, That a committee of three be appointed to enquire

into the circumftances of the captures and report thereon :

The members chofen, Mr. Franklin, Mr. Morris, and Mr. Jef-

ferfon.

The feveral matters to this day referred, being poftponed :

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Wednesday, Augujl z\, 1776.

A petition from Prudehome la Juneffe was read and referred to

the board of war.

The committee to whom the memorial of Samuel Holden Par-

fons was referred, brought in their report which was read; where-

upon,

Refolved, That Bazil Bouderot mentioned in the fald memorial

be fent to the ftate of Maflachufetts-Bay, and there delivered to

the council of the faid ftate, and that it be recommended to the

faid council to proceed againft the faid Bazil Bouderot according

to th°laws of their ftate ; but if they have no law by which crimes

committed out of their ftate may be tried within the fame, that

Vol. II. S s then
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then they confine the faid Bafil Bouderot, until the fituatlon of

public affairs will admit his being removed to Nova-Scotia, where

the crime is alledged to have been committed, and there fubmitted

to a fair trial, according to the ancient laws of that province.

The commktee, to whom part of the report from the committee

On fpies was re-committed, having brought in a report, the fame

was taken into confideration ; whereupon,

Refolvedy That all perfons not members of nor owing aHegiance

to any of the United States of America, as defcribed in a refolution

of CoBgrefs of the 24th of June lad, who (hall be found lurking

as fpies in or about the fortifications or encampments of the armies

of the United States, or of any of them, (hall fuffer death accord-

ing to the law and ufage of nations, by fentence of a court martial,^,

or fuch other punifhment as fuch court martial fhall diredl.

Ordered, That the above refolution be printed at the end of the

rules and articles of war.

Refolved, That 500,000 dollars be fent to the pay-mafter general

for the ufe of the army at New-York.

The board of war brought in a report, which was taken into

confideration ; whereupon,

Refolved, That the cannon committee be direfted to eontraft for

the immediate calling of fix 6 pounders, fix 12 pounders, four 8

inch howitzers, four 6 inch howitzers and 6 cohorn mortars, to be

made of brafs, if a fulficient quantity of that metal can be pro-

cured; if not, to be caft of iron, and fent, as foon as poffible, to

general Gates for the ufe of the northern army, and that the faid

committee provide alfo carriages and every thing neceffary to com-

pleat the faid artillery for fervice:

That major general Ward be authorifed and requefted, if his

health vs^ill permit, to continue in the command of the forces, in

the fervice of the United States, in the eallern department, until

farther orders

:

That the cannon committee be authorifed to poffefs themfelves

of the copper faid to be at New-London, belonging to the United

States.

Refolved, That colonel Henry Knox be authorifed to draw upon

the pay-mafter general for money fufficient to pay for any quantity

of copper that can be procured for the ufe of the United States

;

he to render an account of the fums drawn for, and the coppei"

purchafed.

Refolved, That the letter from general Wafhington read yefter-

day, and that of the 12th, with the papers inclofed, be referred to

the board of war.

A letter to the committee of fecret correfpondence was read.

Refolved, That a committee of three be appointed to revife the

refolutions of Congrefs, refpefting the place v/here prizes are to be

carried into, and to bring in fuch farther refolutions as to them

/hall feem proper; The
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The members chofen, Mr, JefFerfon, Mr. Morn's and Mr. J.

Adams.
The feveral matters to this day referred, being poftponed :

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Thursday, Augujl 22, 1776.

A letter of the 20th from general Wafliington, incloflng a copy
«f major Bigelow's journal, and general Carleton's order of the

fourth of Auguft; alfo, a letter of the i6th from general Schuy-

ler, were read.

Refolved, That the letter from general Wafhington, with the

papers inclofed, be referred to the board of war

:

That the letter from general Schuyler be referred to the com-
mittee on the mifcarriages in Canada.

The prefident laid before Congrefs a warrant for apprehending

Thomas Reed, Patrick Ballantine and Robert Gilmore, and in-

formed that, in confequence thereof, a party of light horfe have

brought the prifoners to Philadelphia, where they are confined un-

der a guard, at the indian queen tavern

:

Refolved, That the prifoners be fent for examination to the coun?

cil of fafety of Pennfylvania.

Refolved, That 1400 dollars be paid to Alexander Tod, it being

in full of an order in his favour, drawn by George Morgan, for

goods purchafed for the treaty at Pittfburg, and that the fame be

charged to the accounts of the commiffioners for indian affairs in

the middle department.

Refolved^ That an order for 2000 dollars be drawn on the trea-

furer, in favour of colonel Mark Bird, who has contradled to caft

cannon for the United States ; he to be accountable.

The board of war brought in a report, which was read

:

Ordered to lie on the table.

The committee to whom the letter from general Wafliington of
the 1 8th was referred, brought in a report, which was read:

Ordered to lie on the table.

Congrefs then refolved itfelf into a committee of the whole, to

take into confideration the form of a treaty, and after fome time,

the prefident refumed the chair, and Mr. Nelfon reported, that

the committee have had under confideration the matter to them re-

ferred, but not having had time to go through the fame, defired

leave to fit again.

Refolved, That Congrefs will to-morrow refolve itfelf into a com-
mittee of the whole, to take into confideration the plan of foreign

treaties.

A letter of the i8th, from the council of fafety of Maryland,
was read; whereupon,

Refolved, That 26,666 dollars and two-thirds be advanced to the

council of fafety of Maryland, for the ufe of the troops raifed for

jhc flying «amp; they to be accountable. A letter
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A letter from brigadier general Lewis ; alfo, a letter from the

committee of Carlille, in Pennfylvania, inclofjng a memorial from

the officers, prifoners there, were read and referred to the board

of war.

The marine committee having recommended Dudley Saltonftall

to the command of the frigate Trumbull; Jonathan Maltbay, firft

lieutenant, and David Phlpps to be fecond lieutenant of the faid

frigate
; WIH'on to be firft lieutenant of the Waftiington, and

John Nicholfon to be fecond lieutenant of ditto; John Hodge to

command the Montgomery frigate at New-York:
Refohed, That they be accepted, and commiffions granted to

them accordingly,

Rufolved, That the fecret committee be direfted to deliver to

major Nichols a number of muflcets fufficient to arm the marines

under his command in this city.

The committee of treafury reported, that there is due,

To Robert Jewell, for a writing deflc, ftools, &c. for the board

of v/ar, the fum of 31 dollars and fixty ninetieths:

To John Bates, for 120 camp-kettles delivered to deputy quar-

ter-mafter general C. Biddle, 160 dollars:

To John Bogart, for the expences of burying a foldier of capt.

Harman's company, and for maintenance and nurfing of him and

one other foldier belonging to captain Willct's company, both of

the firft Pennfylvania battalion, 19 dollars and thirty ninetieths;

and for the expence of guards efcorting powder, &c. 5 dollars and

thirty-one ninetieths; both amounting to 24 dollars and fixty-onc

ninetieths, and to be paid to Jofeph Burrell

:

To Ofwald Eve, for furveying the inlets to the northward of

Cape May, by order of a committee of Congrefs, 224 dollars and

fifty-five ninetieths:

To Richard Bache, Stephen Pafchall and Michael Hillegas, for

fuperintending the prefs from December the 13th, 1775, to Fe-

bruary the 3d5 1776, in printing the fecond emiflion of continen-

tal bills of credit, and of the ten thoufand dollars ftruck for the

purpofe of exchanging torrj and ragged bills, 45 days each, at two

dollars, agreeable to a refolve of Congrefs, 270 dollars;

To James Budden, for hire of waggons and expences of prifon-

ers, &c. to Reading and Carlifle, 164 dollars and fifty-four ninC'

^eths:
Ordered, That the faid accounts be paid.

The feveral matters to this day referred, being poftponcd

:

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-raorrow,

Frtdav, Jugtift 2-^, 177^'

A letter of the 21ft from general Waftiington, I'nclofing a copy

pf a letter from him to lord Howe, together with his lordftiip's

gnfwer, was read

:

Refolved^
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Refolved, That the fame be referred to the board of war, with

orders to publifh the general's letter to lord Howe, and his lordr

fhip's anfwer.

A petition froni William Holton was read, and referred to the

marine committee.

A petition from James M'Henry was read, and referred to the

medical committee.

A petition from Lewis Prahl, gunfmith, was read; praying

that the workmen in his manufaftory may be exempted from going

to the flying camp, and that two of his workmen, who have en-

lifted, may be difcharged :

Refolved, That the prayer of the petition be granted.

The delegates from Pennfylvania and Connefticut, to whom the

application from the convention of Pennfylvania, and the inhabit

tants fettled under Connefticut in the town of Weftmoreland, was

referred, brought In a report, which was taken into confideration
j

whereupon,

Refolved, That fix companies, on the continental eftablifhment,

be raifed in Pennfylvania, and polled along the frontiers of the

counties of Northumberland and parts adjacent, till further orders

,of Congrefs

:

That fuitable perfons be recommended to Congrefs, by the con-

yention of Pennfylvania, for a lieutenant colonel and major, to

command the faid forces, and that the faid convention appoint the

captains and fubalterns

:

That two companies, on the continental eftablifhment, be raifed

in the town of Weftmoreland, and ftationed in proper places for

the defence of the inhabitants of the faid town and parts adjacent,

till farther orders of Congrefs ; the commifiioned officers of the faid

two companies to be immediately appointed by Congrefs :

That the pay of the men to be raifed as aforefaid, commence
when they are armed and muftered, and that they be liable to ferve

in any part of the United States, when ordered by Congrefs :

That the faid troops be enlifted to ferve during the war, unlefs

fooner difcharged by Congrefs.

Refolved, That any number of troops ordered Into the fervice of
the continent by Maryland, above the quota of that ftate, be taken
into continental pay.

A letter from Mr. Temple of Charleftown in Maffachufetts?

Bay, was laid before Congrefs and read :

Refolved, That It be referred to a committee of three.

The members chofen, Mr. Hooper, Mr. Heyward, and Mr,
Stone.

Refolved, That an order for 30,000 dollars be drawn on the trea-

furer, in favour of Mr. James Meafe for the public fervice ; he to

be accountable.

Congrefs refumed the confideration of the report from the ma-
fine committee j whereupon, Rejolved^
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Refolved, That the marine committee be authorifed and irapow-

ered to purchafe materials in all fuch parts of America as they may
think proper, for building more fliips of war, and that the faid

committee report to Congrefs a plan of the (hips that fhould be
built in addition to the prefent navy.

The feveral matters to this day referred, being poftponed :

Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday.

Monday, Augujl 26, 1776.

Three letters of the 2 2d and 23d from general Walhington
with fundry papers inclofed ; a letter from William Finnie, depu-

ty quarter mafter general of the fouthern department, were read,

and referred to the board of war.

A letter of the i8th from general Schuyler was read, and the

fame, together with the minutes of the treaty held with the In-

dians at the German Flats, were referred to the Handing committee

on indian affairs.

A letter from William Coxe and others, owners of three priva-

teers fitting o'lt in Philadelphia, was read and referred to the ma-i

rine committee.

A petition from George Mcafam was read and referred to the

board of war.

Congrefs proceeded to the eleftion of fundry officers.nwhen Jo-

nathan Dayton was elefted regimental paymafter of colonel Day-
ton's battalion. Robert Durkee and Samuel Ranfom, captains of

the two companies ordered to be raifed in the town of Weftmore-

land. James Wellis and Perin Rofs, firft lieutenants. Afhael

Buck and Simon Spalding, fecond lieutenants ; and Heman Swift

and Mathew HoUomback, enfigns of the faid companies.

On application from the convention of the ftate of Pennfylvania,

Refolvedi That 100,000 dollars be lent to the faid convention of

Pennfylvania, to be put into the hands pf the council of fafetyj

the faid ftate to be accountable.

Refolved, That the fecret committee be direfted to fend to cap-

tain Durkee, 200 lb. of powder, and a proportionable quantity

of lead for the ufe of the two Weftmoreland companies.

Refolved, That an order for 500 dollars be drawn on the trea-

furer, in favour of Mr. Philip Schuyler, in full for 500 lb. of

powder purchafed on the eaftern Ihore, for the ufe of the conti-

nental forces.

Refolved, That the prefident be impowered to give orders for

the payment of the bills drawn by the treafurers of North-Carolina

for the ufe of the continental forces in that ftate.

On application of the parties,

Refolved, That the hearing and determining upon the appeal a-

gainft the verdidl and judgment paffed upon the fchooner Thiftlc

be farther poftponed tq Monday the 9th of September next.

A petition
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A petition from fundry paper-makers was prefented to Congrefs
and read, praying that Nathan Sellers an aflbciator in colonel Paf-
chall's battalion, may be ordered back from New- Jerfey, to make
and prepare moulds, wafners and utenfils for carrying on the pa-
jjer manufaftory :

Refolved, That the prayer of the petition be granted.

Congrefs refumed the report of the committee on difabled fol-

diers and feamen, and came to the following refolutions :

Whereas, in the courfe of the prefentwar, fome commiflloned
and non-commiffioned officers of the army and navy, as alfo ori-

vate fol diers, marines and feamen, may lofe'a limb, or be otherwife
fo difabled as to prevent their ferving in the army or navy, or
getting their livelihood, and may ftand in need of relief

:

Refolved, That every commiffioned officer, non-commiffioned
officer and private foldier, who (hall lofe a limb in any engage-
ment, or be fo difabled in the fervice of the United States of A-
mericaj as to render him incapable afterwards of getting a liveli-

hood, fhall receive during his life or the continuance of fuch difa-

bility, the one half of his monthly pay from and after the time
that his pay as an officer or foldier ceafes ; to be paid by the com-
mittee as hereafter mentioned :

That every commander of any fhip of war or armed veflel, com-
tniffioned officer^ warrant officer, marine or feaman belonging to
the United States of America, who fhall lofe a limb in any en-
gagement in which no prize (hall be taken, or be therein other-
wife fo difabled as to be rendered incapable of getting a livelihood,
fhall receive, during his life or the continuance of fuch difability,
the one half of his monthly pay from and after the time that his
pay as an officer or marine, or feaman, ceafes ; to be paid as hereaf-
ter mentioned. But in cafe a prize fhall be taken at the time fuch
lofs of lin\b or other difability fhall happen, then fuch fum, as he
may receive out of the net profits of fuch prize, before a dividend
Is made of the fame, agreeable to former orders of Congrefs, fhall
be confidered as part of his half pay, and computed accordingly :

That every commiffioned officer, non-commiffioned officer, and
private foldier in the army, and every commander, commiffion of-
ficer, warrant officer, marine or feaman of any of the fhips of war,
or armed veflels belonging to the United States of America, who
Hiall be wounded in any engagement fo as to be rendered incapable
of ferving in the army or navy, though not totally difabled from
getting a livelihood, fhall receive fuch monthly fum as fhall be
judged adequate by the affembly or other repfefentative body of
the ftate where he belongs or refides, upon application to them for
that purpofe, provided the fame doth not exceed his half pay.

Provided that no commiffioned officer, non-commiffioned'officer
and private foldier in the army, commander, commiffion officer
warrant officer, marine or feaman of any of the fhips of war or

armed
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armed veflels belonging to the United States of America, who
ft all be wounded or difabled as aforefaid, fliall be entitled to his

kalf pay or other allowance, unlefs he produce to the committee
or officer appointed to receive the fame in the ftate where he re-

fides or belongs, or to the affembly or legiflative body of fuch
ftate, a certificate from the commanding officer, who was in the
fame engagement in which he was fo wounded, or in cafe of his

death, from fome other officer of the fame corps, and the furgeon
that attended him, or a certificate from the commander of the (hip

of war or armed veflel engaged in the adion in which any officer,

marine or feaman received his wound, and from the furgeon who
attended him, of the name of the perfon fo wounded, his office,

rank, department, regiment, company, fhip of war, or armed
veflel to which he belonged, his office or rank therein, the nature
of his wound, and in what aftion or engagement he received it-:

That it be recommended to the fevcral afTcmblies or legiflative

bodies of the United States of America, to appoint fome perfon
or perfons in their refpedive fl:ates, who fliall receive and examine
all fuch certificates, as may be prefented to them and regiftcr the
fame in a book, and alfo what fupport is adjudged by the aflera-

bly or legiflative body of their fl:ate to thofe, whofe cafe requires

but a partial fupport, and alfo of the payment from time to time
of every half pay and other allowance, and of the death of fuch
difabled perfon, or ceafing of fuch allowance, and fliall make a
fair and regular report of the fame quarterly to the fecretary of
Congrefs or board of war, where a feparate record fliall be kept
of the fame:

That it be recommended to the aflemblies or legiflative bodies
of the feveral ftates, to caufe payment to be made of all fuch half

pay or other allowances as fhall be adjudged due to the perfons a-

forenamed, on account of the United States.

Provided that all fuch officers and foldiersthat may be entitled

to the aforefaid penfion, and are found to be capable of doing
guard or garrifon duty, fliall be formed into a corps of inralids,

and fubjedt to the faid duty ; and all officers, marines and feamen
of the navy who fhall be entitled to the penfion aforefaid, and fliall

be found capable of doing any duty on board the navy or any de-

partment thereof, fliall be liable to be fo employed :

Ordered, That the above be publiflied.

The medical committee, to whom Dr. M'Henry's petition was

referred, brought in a report; whereupon,

Re/olved, That Congrefs have a proper fenfe of the merit and
fervices of Dr. M' Henry, and recommend it to the directors ofthe

different hofpitals belonging to the United States, to appoint Dr.
M'Herry to the firfl: vacancy, that flaall happen, of a furgeon's

birth in any of the faid hofpitals.

A letter
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A letter of the izd, from colonel James Wilfon, was read, and
referred to Mr. JefFerfon, Mr. Franklin and Mr. J. Adams.
The fcveral matters to this day referred, being poftponed:

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-rhorrow.

TuESDAYj Auguji 27, 1776.

A letter of the 23d, from general Mercer, was read and referred

to the board of war.

A petition from Pelatiah Webfter was prefented to Congrefs and
read

;
praying leave to fell the floop Betfy, belonging to Abiel

Wood of Pownalborough, in the province of Maine; fi-om felling

of which he is reftrained by the committee of Infpedlion of the city

and liberties of Philad Iphia, on account of exceptions taken to the

political character of the owner ; whereupon,

Refolved, That the petitioner have leave to fell the faid floop; the

money arifmg from the fale to be lodged in the hands of the affem-

bly of Maffachufet's Bay, and by then! difpofed of in the fame

manner as the other eftate of the owner.

Refolved, That Zebulon Butler, Efq; be appointed to fupply

the two companies, ordered to he raifed in the toWn of Weftmore-
land, with provifions, and that he be allowed therefor, at the rate

of one twelfth part of a dollar per ration, until farther order of

Congrefs.

The board of war brought in a report, which was taken into

confideration ; whereupon,

Refolved, That it be recommended to the legiflature of the com-
monwealth of Virginia, to provide cloathing for the continental

troops raifed in that ftate ; the expence of the faid cloathing to be

paid out of the continental military cheft for the fouthern depart-

ment, and dedufted out of the foldiers pay:

That Mr. Meafam who petitions to be provided for on the feore

of his having ierved in Canada, and alfo defires payment of an ac-

count againft the continent, be referred to the treafury board for a

fettlement of his account.

Refolved, That the fecret committee be direfked to deliver to the

Maryland troops fuch arms as are in their poffeflion, belonging to

the continent, aad not already appropriated; the ftate of Mary-
land to be accountable for fuch arms delivered to their troops.

The committee, to whom the letter from colonel "Wilfon was

referred, brought in a report, which was taken into confideration;

whereupon Congrefs came to the following refolutions

:

Congrefs proceeding to take into farther confideration the expe-

diency of inviting, from the fervice of his Britannic inajefty, fuch

foreigners as are engaged therein, and expefting that, among the

officers having command in the faid foreign corps, there may be

many of liberal minds, poffeffing juft lentiments of the rights of

human nature, and of the ineftiraable value of freedom, who may
Vol. II. T t be
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be prompted to renounce fo diflionourable a fervice by the feelings

of humanity and a juft indignation at the office, to which they are

devoted by an infamous contract between two arbitrary fovereigns,

and at the infult offered them, by compelling them to wage war
againft an innocent people, who never offended them, nor the na-

tion to which they belong, but are only contending for their jufl

fights ; and willing to tender to them alfo, as they had before done

to the foldiers of their corps, a participation of the bleffings of

peace, liberty, property and mild government:

Refolvedi That this Congrefs will give to all fuch of the faid fo-

reign ofHcers, as fhall leave the armies of his Britannic majefty in

America, and chufe to become citizens of thefe ftates, unappro-

priated lands in the following quantities and proportions, to them
and their heirs in abfolute dominion; to a colonel, looo acres; to

a lieutenant colonel, 8go acres; to a major, 600 acres ; to a captain,

400 acres; to a lieutenant, 300 acres; to an enfign, 200 acres; to

every non-commiflioned, 100 acres, and to every other officer or

perfon employed in the faid foreign corps, and whofe office or em-
ployment is not here fpecifically named, in the like proportion to

their rank or pay in the faid corps; and moreover, that where any

officers fhall bring with them a number of the faid foreign foldiers,

this Congrefs, befides the lands before promifed to the faid officers

and foldiers, will give to fuch officers further rewards proportioned

to the numbers they lliall bring over, and fuited to the nature of

their wants. Provided, that fuch foreign officers or foldiers fhall

come over from the armies of his Britannic majefty, before thefe

offers fhall be recalled.

Refohed, That this Congrefs agrees to the propofition from

general Howe, that, in exchange of prifoners, the choice fhall be

made by the refpedlive commanders for their own officers and men.;

provided the refpecilive commanders fhall alfo have a right to make
choice what citizens flial! be given in exchange by the other.

Congrefs refolved ftfelf into a committee of the whole, to take

into confideration the plan of foreign treaties, and after fome time,

the prefident refumed the chair, and Mr. Nelfon reported, that the

committee have gone through the fame, and made fundry amend'

nients therein.

Refolved, That the plan of treaties, with the amendments, be

referred to the Committee who brought in the original plan, in

order to draw up inftruttions purfuant to the amendments made
by the committee of the whole :

That two members be added to the faid committee

:

The members chofen, Mr. R. H. Lee and Mr. Wilfon.

A petition from the deputy commiffary general was read, and

referred to the board of war.

Sundry members of the committee appointed to revife the jour-

nals, and fuperintend the printing thereof, being abfent

:

Refolved^
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Hefohed, That four members be added to the faid committee,

and that any two be a quorum:
The members chofen, Mr. Heyward, Mr. Hooper, Mr. Wil-

Jiams and Mr. Walton.

The feveral ^natters to this day referred, being poftponed :

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Wednesday, Auguji 28, 1776.

A letter of the 26th from general Wafhington, inclofing a copy
of a letter to him from lord Drummond; alfo a letter of the 27th,

from captain Wade, were read.

Refolved, That the letter from captain Wade be referred to the

board of treafury, and that they be dire£ied to fend him 100 dol-

lars; for which he is.to be accountable.

A petition from Jacob Bankfon, and one from Jean Langeay,
were read and referred to the board of war.

Refolved, That an order for 500,000 dollars be drawn on the

treafurer, in favour of the marine committee, who are to be ac-

countable for the expenditure thereof.

Refolved, That an order for 5000 dollars be drawn on the trea-

furer, in favour of the delegates of Georgia, for the purpofe of

purchafing rifles for the troops ordered to be raifed for the defence

of that ftate, and for defraying the expences of their march to

.Georgia ; the faid delegates to be accountabJe for the expenditure

thereof.

Congrefs being informed, that one of the Virginia battalions

was on their march to New-Jerfey, and that they intend to pafs

through York-town and Philadelphia:

Refolved, That the commanding oflice'r of the faid battalion be

diredled to march from York-town, by the neareft route, to New-
Jerfey; there to be fubjeft to the orders of general Wafliington.

The marine committee having recommended Jofeph Greenway
to be third lieutenant on board the Delav/are frigate commanded
by Charles Alexander, Efq;

Refolved, That he be accepted, and a commiffion granted to him
accordingly.

A petition from Jacob Fowler was read, and referred to the

(landing committee for Indian affairs.

Rejolved, That the marine committee be di reeled to lend ten

bolts of light duck to the delegates of Maryland, for the ufe of

the troops from that ftate
;
provided the fame can be done without

prejudicing the marine fervice.

Refolved, That an order for 312 dollars and twenty-four nineti-

eths be drawn on the treafurer, in favour of the medical committee;
the fame being for a box of rhubarb bought by them of Pelatiah

Webfter.

The delegates of Virginia produced new credentials of their ap-

Jiointment, which were read, as follows: " Virginia^
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*' VrRGiNiA, fct. In Convention, Thurfday, June 20, i776»
" The convention proceeded according to the order of the day.

to the appointment of delegates to reprefent this colony in General
Congrefs, and the members having prepared tickets, and put the

fame into the ballot-box, Mr. Treafurer, Mr. George Mafon,
Mr, Blair, Mr. Holt and Mr. Henry Tazewell, were appointed a

committee to examine the fame, and report upon whom the majo-

rity falls ; and it appearing from the report of the committee, that

the majority was in favour of George Wythe, Thomas Nelfon,

Richard Henry Lee, Thomas Jefferfon and Francis Lightfoot

Lee, Efqrs; Refolved therefore, that the fald George Wythe,
Thomas Nelfon, Richard Henry Lee, Thomas Jefferfon and
Francis Lightfoot Lee, Efqrs; be, and they are hereby appoint-

ed delegates, to reprefent this colony in general Congrefs for one

year, from the 1 ith of Auguft next.

" Refolved, That any three of the faid delegates be a fufficient

number to reprefent this colony in the faid general Congrefs.

A copy. Jc>HN Tazewell, C!k. Conv."
The committee to whom the letter from Mcafe and Caldwell

was referred, brought in their report, which was taken into confi-

deration ; whereupon,

Refolved, That 500 lb. of gunpowder be delivered to the faid

Mcafe and CaWwell, for the purpofe of procuring deerfl<ins to

make breeches for the foldiery in the fervlce of the United States,

they to be accountable

:

That the fecret committee be direfted to fall upon proper ways
and means of procuring a further fupply of deer fldns for the like

purpofe from Georgia and South-Carolina.

The committee to whom was referred the letter from Harriot

Temple brought in a report, which was taken into confideration
j

whereupon,

Refolved, That upon the faid Harriot's producing to the quarter

matter general an account of the trees which vvere cut dow^rt upon
the farm of Robert Temple, Efq; for the purpofe of fupplying

the continental army with wood for firing, or for the purpofes of

fortifications, fo far as from the natiire of the circumftances fucK

deftruftion can be afcertained by her, the quarter mafter general

of the continental army fliall make her a juft compenfation for the

fame, in fuch manner as other perfons have been paid who have

fupplied the army with wood for thefe purpofes, and the quarter-

mailer general in his accounts fhall be allowed for the fame by this

Congrefs.

Congrefs took into confideration the report of the committee

for enquiring into, and redifying the defefts in the powder manu-

faftured for the United States ; and thereupon,

Refolved, That there be an infpeftor or infpetlprs fufficiently

qualified to judge the goodnefs of gunpowder, who Ihall examine

every
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every caflc of gunpowder manufactured, or to be purchafed on ac-

count of the United States, by the moft approved method of af-

certaining the quality of gunpowder, the faid infpeftor or infpec-

tors to receive one eighth part of a dollar for every hundred
weight of powder he or they fhall fo examine :

That no gunpowder be received into the public magazine for the

ufe of the United States of America, or delivered from the pow-
der mills for that purpofe, but fuch as has been approved of by the

public infpeftor, as to its quicknefs in firing, ftrength, dryncfs

and other neceffary qualities :

That the infpeftor mark each caflc approved, with the letters

U. S. A^ and fuch other marks as are neeeffary to diftinguifh the

feveral forts ofgunpowder :

That every maker of gunpowder mark every caflc in which he
fliall pack his gunpowder, with the firft letters of his name :

That gunpowder be put into no caflcs but fuch as are well fea-

foned and dry :

That it be recommended to the legiflatures of the feveral ftates

of America, to caufe fuitable infpeftors to be appointed to exa-

mine and determine the quality of all gunpowder manufaftured.

within their jurifdiftion, and that no perfon be allowed to vend a-

ny gunpowder manufactured in any of the ftates of America, un-
lefs the fame in the judgment of fuch infpeftor ihall be of fufS-

cient quality ; and to make fuch lav/s for executing this, or any o-

ther regulations for promoting the manufafture of good gunpow-
der as to them may feera moft convenient.

Congrefo then proceeded to the elefton of an infpector of gun-?

ppwder, and the ballots being taken,

Rober Towers was chofen.

Refolved, That 500,000 dollars be fent to the paymafl;er general

at New-Yqrk

:

The feveral matters to this day referred, being poftponed :

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Thursday, Augufl 29, 1776.

A letter of the 27th from R. H, Harrifon the general's fecreta-

ry, and one of the 28th from general Mercer, both giving an ac-

count of an action on Long-Ifland on the 27th, were read and re-

ferred to the board of war.

A letter of the 28th from Richard Dallam, deputy paymafter

general for the flying camp, wasalfo read; whereupon,

Refohed, That an order for 10,000 dollars be drawn on the

treafurer in favour of Guftavus Riftjerg, and that the fame be

charged to the account of Mr. Dallam :

That the letter from Mr. Dallarn be referred to the board of

^reafury.

It
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It being reprefented by Dr. Franklin, one of the late commif-
fioners to Canada, that monfieiir Bernard Moufac de la Marquifie

had a commiffion given to him by the faid commiffioners, to be a

captain and engineer in one of the regiments to be raifed there,

and that he lolt hi? commiffion with his baggage at Chamblee ; it

-T/as. thereupon,

Refolved, That a new commiffion be granted to him.

A letter of the 3d from lord Stirling was read and referred to

the cannon committee.

The marine committee having recommended Alpheus Rice to

be firft lieutenant of marines on board the brig Hamden, commaa-
ded by Hoyfted Hacker, Efq;

Refolved, That he be accepted, and a commiffion granted to

him accordingly.

The committee appointed to confider the claims of Canadians,

who have been in the fervice of the continent ; reported.

That Samuel Morrifon who appears by the certificates of lieuter

nant-colonels Williams and Brown to have been at the fiege of

Quebec two months and fix days, and to have rendered effential

fervice in feveral capacities, and had been promifed a commiffioo

of captain, which he never received, be allowed the fum of 40 dol-

lars in full for his faid fervices ;

That the petition of Hardouen Merlet for a penfion, in confide-

ration of his fervices, not being fupported by any certificate, a

voucher relating to fuch fervices, no allowance can, at prefent

properly be made to him :

That there be paid to Francis Bourignon the fum of 45 dollars

and one third, due to him for his fervice as a private three months,

and as a ferjeant four months in colonel H^zen's and colonel

'Brown's regiments

:

The faid report being read, was agreed to.

A letter of the 2d from general Lee at Charlpftown with an in-

tercepted letter inclofed, was read.

Refolved, That Mr. J. Meafe be direfted to provide proper

cloathing for the German battalion, and alfo for the two Virginia

.battalions on their march to New-York, the coft of which cloath-

ing; to be dedufced out of the pay of the men by ftoppages.

Refolved, That the fecret committee be direfted to provide

proper arms for the German battalion, and in cafe they cannot

otherways provide arms, that they be impowered to apply to this

purpofe thofe ordered to be put into the hands of the marines :

. That the faid committee be direfted to deliver to Mr. James

Meafe, the bale of cloths in their poffeffion for the public fervice,

he to be accountable :

That the faid committee be direfted to import the medicines

ordered by the medical committee.

The
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The committee of treafury reported, that there is due,

To Jofeph Sheerer, for account of captain Covvden, for 608"

rations due to his company of militia, at the time of their march

from Lancafler county on their way to New-Jerfey, 54 dollars and

four ninetieths

:

To Jofeph Sheerer, for account of captain James Murray, for

700 rations due to his company of militia, at the time of their

march from Lancafter county on their way to Ncw-Jerfey, 61

dollars and twenty ninetieths :

To Richard Chiney, for 13 11 meals fupplied the militia, on

their march to New-Jerfey, 122 dollars and fixty-fix ninetieths:

To David Jones, for his pay as chaplain to the third and fourth

Pennfylvania battalions, from the 13th of June to the 29th of

Auguft inclufive, 84 dollars and forty ninetieths

:

To Jofiah Fiffenden, for fervices as an exprefs, including horfe»

hire and travelling expences, 89 dollars:

Ordered, That the faid accounts be paid.

The board of war brought in a report, which was taken into-

confideration ; whereupon,

Refolved, That George Meafam, Efq; be continued in the office

of fupcrintendant commifTary of ftores, except artillery ftores, for

the northern army, with the pay of 33 dollars and one-third per

month.

Refolved, I'hat a committee of three be appointed to devife ways-

and means of regulating the poft-office, and of eftablifhing advice

boats between the fouthern colonies and Philadelphia, fo as ta

facilitate and expedite the conveying intelligence from one part of

the continent to another :

The members chofen, Mr. Heyward, Mr. JefFerfon and Mr,
Morris.

Refohed^ That the letter inclofed in that of general Lee's of the

2d, and which was found on Long-Ifland in South-Carolina, be

publiihed.

A letter from Monf. Le Chevalier Saurelle was read, and re-

ferred to the board of war.

Refolved, That the committee, to whom the plan of treaties,

with the amendments, was re-committed, be impowered to pre-

pare fuch farther inilrudlions as to them fnall feem proper, and

make report thereof to Congrefr.

The feveral matters to this day referred, being postponed;

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Friday, Auguji 30, 1776.

A letter of the 29th from general Wafhington, and one of the

2 2d from governor Trumbull, were read.

Refolved, That the letter from governor Trumbull be referred to

the board of treafury.

Refokedf
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RefohfiU That the dUck, in the hands of Mr. Green at Rhode-
Ifland, be made up into tents, and forwarded, with all poilible

expedition, to general Wafliinj^ton.

Rejolved, That Mr. J. Meafe be direfted to purchafe all the

Jinen, in this city, fuitable for tents, and have the fame made up
as foon as poflible, and report to Congrefs immediately the quan-

tity that can be procured.

A memorial from David White, of the county of Summerfet in

New-Jerfey, was prefented to Congrels and read ; whereupon,

Refohed, That from the ftate of fads in the faid memorial, Con-
grefs have no objedion to Mr. White's being excufcd from bearing

arms, but remit the fame to the afiembly of New-Jerfey, to whom
the enquiry and determination properly belong.

A memorial from Mr. KofciuHco was read and referred to the

board of war.

Congrefs took into confideration the report of the committee on
governor Trumbull's letter of the 19th of July, and after debate,

the report was re-committed for the purpofe of ftating the fads and

circumflances, which induced governor Trumbull to itop the vef-

fels going out of the lound.

The committee for regulating the poft-office, brought in their

report, which was taken into confideration ; whereupon,

Rf/o/vcrd, That the communication of intelligence with frequency

and difpatch, from one part to another of this extenfive continent,

is eflentially reqiiiiite to its fafcty; that therefore, there be em-

ployed, on the public poft-roads, a rider for every twenty-five or

thirty miles, whofe bufinefs it fhall be to proceed through his ftage

three times in every week, fetting out immediately on receipt of the

mail, and travelling with the fame, by night and by day, without

flopping, until he fhall have delivered it to the next rider ; and that

the poft-mader general be defired, cither by the ufe of way-bills,

or by fuch other means as he fliall find molt efiicacious, to prevent

delays in the riders, or to difcover where they happen, that fuch

dilatory riders may be difcharged.

And as it is requifite that the deputy poft-mafters (hould attend

with punftuality at their feveral offices for the receipt and delivery

of letters :

Refohed, That it be recommended to the aflemblies and conven-

tions of thefe Hates, to confider how far it may be coniillent with

the policy and the good of their refpeftive flates, to excufe fuch

deputy poH-mafters from thofe public duties, which may call them

from attendance at their offices, and to proceed therein as to their

wifdom (hall feem beil.

Refohed, That three advice-boats be eftabli/hed ; one to ply be-

tween the ftate of North-Carolina and fuch port as fhall be moft

convenient to the place at which the Congrefs fhall be fitting; one

other between the ftat^ of South-Carolina and the faid port, and

one
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fene other between the ftate of Georgia afid the fame port ; that

fuch advice-boats be armed and put under the direftion of the fe-

cret committee, who are impowered to freight them with fuch

merchandizes or commodities as, without retarding their pafTage,

may, together with the ufual pollage on letters, and other papers

tranfmitted by them, contribute to defray the expences of the faid

boats.

The convention of New-York having reprefented that, for want
of blackfmiths, they are greatly delayed in obftruCting the paffage

of Hudfon's river, in the highlands, which is an object of great

importance:

Refohed, That the convention of New-Yotk be impowered to

employ, for the purpofe aforefaid, the blackfmiths that are now
engaged in building the continental frigates at Poughkepfie.

The committee, to whom the petition of William Bell and com-
pany was referred, brought in their report, which was taken into

confideration ; whereupon,

Refohedy That it be recommended to governor Trumbull to

permit the floop Freemafon, Epaphros Mygat, mafter, with her

cargo, belonging to the petitioners, to proceed on her voyage to

the ifland of St. Euftatia, fo foon as the faid mafter (hall judge fhe

may fail, without falling into the hands of the enemy on the coaft.

The committee appointed to enquire into the claims of fuhdry

Canadians, report, that there is due.

To Andrew Pepin, for two months fervices as a captain, and
fix months fervices as a lieutenant, together with rations during

the time of his faid fervices, 201 dollars and one-third:

To James Pillieuf, for five months fervices as a private, and
three months fervices as a lieutenant, together with one ration a

day, during the faid three months, 99 dollars and one-third:

Ordered, That the faid accounts be paid.

The committee on the treafary reported, that there is diiei

To Melchior Meng, for waggon and horfe-hire, carrying mo-
ney to New-York, efcorted by Mr. Fullerton and others, the fum
of 28 dollars and four ninetieths:

To John Bates, for 150 camp kettles delivered to Clement Bid-

ule, deputy quarter-mafter general, 2C0 dollars:

To Jacob Hiltzheimer, for exprefles to Albany, New-York,
Bofton, Burlington, &c. between the iith of May and 13th of

Auguft, 1776, and for keeping a continental horfe, the fum of

537 dollars and fixty ninetieths:

To captain John Thacher, for the pay of his independant com-
pany, in the fervice of the United States, at New- York, under
general Lee, 405 dollars and nine ninetieths:

To George Haas, for conveying money to x'^lbany, 2 1 davs, at

2 dollars, and expences of himfelf, horfe-hire and ferriages, 100
dollars and feventy-one ninetieths, and for carriage of captain

Vol. II. Uu Gamble's



33^ Journals of Congress. ^

Gamble's baggage from Philadelphia to Reading, i6 dollars; the
whole ii6 dollars and Icv-enty-one ninetieths:

To Robert Jewell, 333 dollars and iixty-two ninetieths, viz. for

his account for entertaining prifoners in gaol, from the 23d of July
to the 20th of Auguft inclulive, 234 dollars and fixty ninetieths

j

for his account for entertaining ten deferters, from the 23d of July
to the 20th of Auguft, 43 dollars and eighty-five ninetieths, and
his account for making three pine tables, two pine defies, a book-
cafe, fign-board, &c. for treafury board, 61 dollars and fixty-nine

ninetieths:

To William Clayton, for 303 meals ofviftuals fupplied the mi-

litia on their march to New-Jerfey, 30 dollars and twenty-feven

ninetieths:

To Thomas Cheefman, for carriage of 32 cwt. lib. 3qrs. falt-

petre, from Egg-harbour to Cooper's ferry, oppofite to Philadel-

phia, 22 dollars and fifty-two ninetieths:

Ordered, That the faid accounts be paid.

The feverai matters to this day referred, being poftp.oned

:

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-rnorrcw.

Saturday, Augujl 31, 1776.

A letter of the 25th, from major general Schuyler at Albany,
was laid before Congrefs and read.

The feverai matters to this day referred, being poftponed:

Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday.

Monday, Septej?iler 2, 1776.

A letter of the 31ft of Auguft, from general Wafhington, in-

clofmg the determination of a council of war, and the reafons for

quitting Longrlfland, and a copy of a letter from lord Stirling:

Aifo, one of the 23d from general Gates, with fundry papers

iiiclofed ; one from fundry field officers in the army at Ticonde-

roga, dated the 19th of Auguft, with the proceedings between a

court martial and brigadier general Arnold:

Alfo, a letter of the 23d from captain John Nelfon, and one

from Benjamin Harrifon, jun. deputy pay-m^after general, with

his weekly account, were read and referred to the board of war.

Congrefs being informed, that general Sullivan was come to

Philadelphia, with a defign to communicate a meffage from lord

Howe

:

Ordered, That he be admitted and heard before Congrefs.

A petition from Michael Fitzgerald; one from John Weitzel,

and one from James Paul Govert, were read, and referred to the

board of war.

A petition from Peter Difthery was read, and/eferred to the

medical committee.

A letter from WilHana Baufman, of Lancafter, was read; where-

upon, ,
Refolved,
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Refohed, That an order for 1333 dollars and one-third be drawn

on the treafurer, in favour of the committee of Lancafter, for de-

fraying the expence of the barracks ordered to be built in that

borough; the faid committee to be accountable.

Rcfolved, That an order for 4577 dollars and fixty-three nine-

tieths be drawn on the treafurer, in favour of Francis Lewis, Efq;

and charged to the account of Jonathan Trumbull, deputy pay-

maftev general; the fame being for fo much pa'.d by Mr. Lewis's

ordtr to the faid J. Trumbull.

A memorial from Francis Guillot was read, and referred to the

marine committee.

The committee, to whom was re-committed the report for

afcertaining the value of the feveral fpecies of gold and filver coins

current in thefe ftates, and the proportion they and each of them

ought to bear to Spanifh milled dollars, brought in their report,

which was read

:

Ordered to lie on the table.

A petition from the oiScers of the ifL and 2d Virginia battalion

was read, and referred to the board of war.

Refohed, That an order for 30,000 dollars be drawn on the trea-

furer, in favour of J. Meafe, for the public lervice; he to be ac-

countable. "
-

General Sullivan being admitted, delivered a verbal meffage he

had in charge from lord Howe, which he was defired to reduce to

writing, and then withdrew.

Refohed, That an order for 120,000 dollars be drawn on the

treafurer, in favour of the delegates of Rhode-Ifland, and charged

to the account of that ftate, to be accounted for.

Congrefs being informed that Donald M'Donald, who was fent

to this city from North-Carolina, is confidered by lord Howe as a

brigadier general in the fervice of his Britannic majefty

:

Refohed, That he be admitted to his parole, and liberated upon
figning the form prefcribed by Congrefs.

A petitioB from Anthony Mofengill was read, and referred to

the aflembly of the ftate of New-Jerfey.

Rsjohed, That the board of war be dirciled to prepare and
bring in a plan of military operations for the next campaign.

Refohed, That the continental agents be impowered to infpeft

or appoint fome fuitable perfon or perfcns, to infpecl all gunpow-
der manufactured or purchafed in or imported into the refpec-

tive ftates, wha-ein they refide, on account of the United States;

except in thofe ftates where an infpeftor is appointed by Congrefs.

The com-mittee of treafury reported, that there is due,

To Robert Erwin, waggon-mafter, for the hire of waggons
going to Egg-harbour for powder, viz. Adam Weaver, Jofeph
Champeney, Michael GrofTman, Ifrael Fry, Jacob Hindman and
George Rafer, one trip each, and David Boxe, V/illiam Park

and
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and Alex binder Miller, two trips each, making twelve trips, al-

lowing five days to each, at 4 dollars a day, 240 dollars:

To captain James Sterling, 664 dollars and fourteen ninetieths,

being the balance of his account for the expence of a guard ap-

pointed to convey a number of Britifh prifoners from Burlington

to Lancafter, and Frederick county in Maryland, with waggon
and horfe-hire, amounting to 1464 dollars and fourteen ninetieths,

of which fum he received from the committee of fafety of Penn-
fylvania; and for which they are to be credited, July i6th, 1776,
100 dollars; July 17th, 1776, 70Q dollars, and there remains 664
dollars and fourteen ninetieths:

Ordei-ed, That the above accounts be paid.

The feveral matters to this day referred, being poftponed

:

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Tuesday, September 3, 177^.

A memorial from colonel Mofes Hazen was read, and referred

to the committee appointed to enquire into the caufes of the mif-

carriages in Canada.

General Sullivan haying reduced to writing the verbal meflagc

from lord Howe, the fame was read as follows

:

" The following is the purport of the melfage from lord Howe t9

Congrefs, by general Sullivan :

That, though he could not at prefent treat with Congrefs as

fuch, yet he was very deiirous of having a conference with fome

of the members, whom he would confider for the prefent only as

private gentlemen, and meet them himfelf as fuch, at fuch place

as they fhould appoint

:

That he, in conjunction with general Howe, had full powers to

coraproraife the difpute between Great-Britain and America upon
terms advantageous to both ; the obtaining of which delayed him
near two months in England, and prevented his arrival at this

place before the declaration of Tndependancy took place:

That he wiihed a compaft might be fettled at this time, when
no decifive blow was ftruck, and neither party could fay, that they

were compelled to enter into fuch agreement;

That, in cafe Congrefs were difpofed to treat, many things,

which they had not as yet aflted, might and ought to be granted

them; and that, if upon the conference, they found any pi-obable

ground of an accommodation, the authority of Congrefs mufl be

afterwards acknowledged, otherwife the compaft would not be

compleat."

The board of war brought in a report, which was read :

Refolved, That the part of the faid report, which relates to the

eftablifliing a poll between Philadelphia and Ticonderoga, be re-

ferred to the committee for regulating the poft-olSce, and that the

remainder of the report lie on the table :
"'

That
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That two members be added to the faid committee t

The members chofeii, Mr. Hooper and Mr, Huntington.

Congrefs proceeded to the election of a regimental paymafter

to colonel Magaw's battalion, and the ballots being taken,

John Mifflin, brother to brigadier-general Mifflin, was elefted.

Refolved, That Jeduthun Baldwin, Efq; be appointed an engi^

neer in the continental army, with the rank of colonel, and pay of

60 dollars a month.

A letter from a number of ofiicers who are prifoners at Carlifle

jw'as read, complaining of fome ill treatment they have received,

and of their baggage having been plundered, contrary to the ca-

pitulation, upon which they furrcndered.

General Woofter who happened to be in the outer room being

examined touching the fafts ftated in the faid letter

;

Refohed, That a ictter be written to general Schuyler direfting

him to make particular enquiry whether the baggage of the offi-

cers taken at St- Johns and Chamblee was plundered and by whom
and report to Congrefs :

That the fecretary of the board of war be directed to inform the

officers that inquiry has been made of general Woofter, to whom
they refer, refpefting the plunder of their baggage, and that he

fays he knows nothing of the matter, and that no information or

complaint was ever made to him refpefting that matter: And far-

ther to inform them that Congrefs have given orders to general

Schuyler to caufe ftrift inquiry to be made into this affair, and
report thereon.

A letter of the 2d from general Wafhington, and one from

Wm. Palfrey, paymafter general, were read.

Refolved, That the letter from general Waftiington be referred

to a committee of the whole Congrefs :

Congrefs then refolved itfelf into a committee of the whole, and

after fome time the prefident refumed the chair, and Mr. Nelfon

reported, that the committee have had under confideration the let?

ter to them referred, and have come to fundry refolutious, which

he was ordered to report.

The refolutions from the committee of the whole, being feve-

rally read, were agreed to, as follows :

Refolved, That general Waftiington be acquainted that Con-
grefs would have efpecial care taken, in cafe he ftiould find it ne-

ceflary to quit New-York, that no damage be done to the faid ci-

ty by his troops, on their leaving it: The Congrefs having no
doubt of being able to recover the fame, though the enemy ftiould

for a time obtain pofteffion of it.

Refolved, That three more battalions be ordered from Virginia,

of which that commanded by colonel Stephen to be one, to rein-

force the army at New-York :

That
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That fertile fame purpofe two of the North-Carolina battalions

be ordered to march with all poffible expedition to Nevi'-York,

under the command of brigadier-general Moore :

That it be recommended to the alfemblies and conventions of the

feveral ftates to the northward of "V irginia, immediately to fend

all the aid in their power to the army at New-York :

That one of the continental battalions in Rhode-Ifiand be order-

ed immediately to march, to reinforce the army at New-York :

That it be recommended to the affembly of Maflachufets-Bay,

to fend to Rhode-Ifland a battalion of their militia, to fupply the

place of the continental battalion ordered from thence.

The fevei'al matters to this day referred, being poftponed :

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Wednesday, September 4, 1776.

"Refohed, That Mr. J. Meafe be direfted to pay the Virginia

battalion now on their march to New-York, one month's pay,

and to fupply them with fuch neccffary cloathing as they may
iland in need of.

Refohed, That anotlier brigadier-general be appointed in the

cor.tinental army :

The ballots being taken, colonel Adam Stephen was unani-

moufly elefted.

Refcihed, That the board of war be directed to call in the feve-

ral recruiting parties of the German battalion, and to have them
formed and armed with all poffible expedition, and forwarded to

New-York, taking meafures, and giving proper direftions to have

the battalion recruited to the full complement as foon as the fame

can conveniently be done.

Refohed, That the propofal made by general Howe, as deliver-

ed by general Sullivan, of exchanging general Sullivan for general

Prefect, and lord Stirling for brigadier-general M'Donald be

complied with.

Mr. J. Meafe having in confequence of the refolution of the 30th

Aiiguft, made a report, that he cannot find there is any cloth in

this city fit for making tents, except a parcel of light fail cloth,

which is in the hands of the marine committee :

Refohed, That the marine committee be direcled to deliver to Mr.

J. Meafe all the light fail cloth in their poffeffion : And that Mr.

Meafe be direfted to have the fame made into tents as foon as poffi-

ble, and forwarded to general Walliington :

That the fecret committee be direfted to write to the continen-

tal agents in the eailern Hates, defiring them to purchafe all the

duck and other cloth fit for tents which they can procure in their

refpeftive ftates, for the ufe of the continent.

Congrefs took into confideration the report of the board of war,

and after fomc time fpent thereon,

R-efohcJ,
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Refolved, That the farther confideration thereof be poftponed

til] to-morrow.

The feveral matters to this day referred, being poftponed :

Adjourned to ten o'chjck to-morrow.

Thursday. September 5, 1776.

A petition from John Shott was read and referred to the board

of war.

Two petitions from the owners of the privateers Lea and Put-

nam v/ere read, and referred to the marine committee.

A memorial from Jeremiah Hal fey was read and referred to the

board of war.

Refolved, That general Prefcot, and brigadier general M'Do-
nald be fent by the board of war, under an efcort to general

Wafhington, to be exchanged for general Sullivan and lord Stir-

ling.

Refolved, That the marine committee be dii-efted to deliver

Mr: Hewes 400 three pound fliot for the ufe of the continental

troops in North-Carolina.

Two foldiers having efcaped from Quebec, and applied to Con-
grels for their pay.

Refolved, That they be referred to the board of treafury.

A memorial from captain John Doyle was prefented to Con-
grefs and read, fetting forth that in confequence of the refolutioa

pafiedthe T6th of July lafl, he has enlifted Somen, whereof about

60 have pafled mufter, as appears by the roll produced, and that

the other 20 are at Lancafter, and therefore praying that a com-
laifiion may be granted to him purfuant to the faid refolution.

Refjlved, That the prayer of the petition be granted ; and that

Samuel Brady be commiffioned as firll lieutenant, and William Mc.
Murra-y, fecond lieutenant of the company commanded by cap-

tain Doyle*

Congrefs refumed the confideration of the report of the board

of war; whereupon,

Refolved, That general Sullivan be requefted to inform lord

Howe, that this Congrefs, being the reprefentatives of the free

and independant dates of America, cannot with propriety fend a-

ny of its members, to confer with his lordfhip in their private

charafters, but that ever defircus of elkahlifliing peace on reafon-

able terms, they will fend a committee of their body to know whe-
ther he has any authority to treat with perfons authorized by
Congrefs for that purpofe in behalf of America, and what that

authority is, and to hear fuch propohtions as he fhall think fit to

make refpefting the fame-:

That the prefnient be defired to write to general Wafnington,
and acquaint him, that it is the opinion of Congrefs, no propo-

fals for making peace between Great-Britain and the United

States
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States of America, ought to be received or attended to, unlefs

the fame be made in writing and addrefled to the reprefentatives of

the faid ftates in Congrefs, or perfons authorized by them : And if

application be made to him by any of the commanders of the Bri-

tiih forces on that fubjeft, that he inform them, thatthefe United
States, who entered into the v/ar only for the defence of their lives

and liberties, will chcarfully agree to peace on reafonable terms,

whenever fuch fhall be propofed to them in manner aforefaid.

RefolvcJ, That a copy of the firft of the two foregoing refolu-

tions, be delivered to general Sullivan, and that he be direfted to

repair immediately to lord Howe.
Refolved, That to- morrow be afligned for elefting the commit-

tee :

The feveral matters to this day referred, being poftponed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Friday, Septembers, I'j'jS.

• Rejolved, That general Sullivan be requefted to deliver to lord

Howe, the copy of the refolution given to him.

Refolvedy That the committee *' to be fent to know whether

lord Howe has any authority to treat with perfons authorized by
Congrefs for that purpofe in behalf of America, and what that

authority is, and to hear fuch propofitions as he ftiall think fit to

make refpe£hing the fame", confill of three :

Congrefs then proceeded to the election, and the ballots being

taken, Mr. Franklin, Mr. J. Adams, and Mr. Rutledge were e-

kfted.

A letter of the 4th from general Wafhington with fundry papers

ificlofed,

—

One of the 29th Auguft from general Schuyler :

Four of the j8th, 20th, 26th, and 27th of the fame month,

from general Gates, with a return of the army at Tieonderoga,

and other papers :

One of the 4th from brigadier-general Mercer, and

One of the 28th from colonel Maxwell inclofing a memorial

from Jacobus Wyncoop were read.

Re/olvcd, That the memorial from Jacobus Wyncoop be refer-

red to the marine committee, and that the other letters and papers

be i-eferred to the board of war.

Refolved, That an order for 2794 dollars and fifteen ninetieths

be drawn on the treafurer, in favour of George Morgan, Efq; a-

geat for indian affairs in the middle department, he to be account-

able :

That Mr. Morgan be fupplied with a copy of the refolutions of

Congrefs, relative to indian affairs in the middle department, and

a copy of the treaty held with the Indians at the German Flats :

Refolveda
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Refolved, That the fecret committee be direded to deliver to

captain Sh-erer 6 lb. of powder, and 24 lb. of lead for the ufe of

two companies of riflemen, to prove their rifles.

A memorial from George Nicholfon with an account, was

read, and referred to the board oftreafury.

A letter from captain William Jenkins was read, praying for

leave, on account of his family aff'airs, to refign his commiflion:

Rejolved, That leave be granted.

The board of war broiiglit in a report, which was taken into

confideration ; whereupon,

Refolved, That John Paul Shott, who is well recommended as

an expei-ienced officer, be appointed a captain in the continental

army, with direftions to raife a company as foon as poffible ; but

as he may be ufefully employed immediately, that he be forthwith

fent to general Wafliington at New-York, and that a month's pay

be advanced to him.

Refolved, That the: farther eonfideration of the report be refer-

red till to-morrow.

The feveral matters to this day referred, being poftponed :

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Saturday, September 7, 1776.

A letter of the 16th of Augufl; from the indian conlmifiloners at

Pittfburg, inclonng a memorial from Alexander Rofs was read,

and referred to the committee on indian aff'airs :

Alfo a letter of the 6th from R. Dallam was read ; whereupon,

Refolved, That an order for 1173 dollars and thirty ninetieths

be drawn on the treafurer, in favour of colonel Charles Read, and
charged to the account of Richard Dallam, deputy-pay-mafter-

general, it being in full of a draught in his favour of the 6th inft.

by the faid R. Dallam :

That 200,000 dollars be fent to R. Dallam, deputy-paymailer

general for the ufe of the flying camp, and militia,—-he to be ac-

countable.

A letter of the 5th from Charles Prefton, rnajor of the 26th
regiment, a prifoner, was read and referred to the board of war,

A letter and memorial of the 29th of Augufl. from William
Wild was read, and referred to the convention of Pennfylvania.

The ftate of Virginia, having on the 23d of July lafl, appointed

William Brady, captain ; William Pyle, firft lieutenant ; and
Chriftopher Brady, fecond lieutenant in the battalion to be com-
manded by colonel Hugh Stevenfon, and Amos Thompfon to be
chaplain to the faid battalion :

Refolved, That commiflions be granted to them accordinrly.

Congrefs proceeded to the eleftion of an adjutant for the batta-

lion ordered to be raifed in Wefl;moreland county, and the ballots

being taken,

Vol. IL Xx Michael
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Michael Hoofnagel was elefted.

A petition from Charles Roberts, mailer of the fchooner Thif
tie, was prefented to Congrefs and read.

Refolved, That Mr. Bartlett, Mr. Stockton, Mr. Stone, Mr. F.

1.. Lee, Mr. Penn and Mr. Walton, be appointed members of the

committee on the caiife of the mifcarriages in Canada, in the room
of thofe who are abfent.

Refolved, That two members be added to the committee ap-

pointed on the 24th of July laft, to confider the propofal made by
the prefident of South-Carolina, refpe(9:ing general Lee, in the

room of thofe who are abfent:

The members chofen, Mr. R. H. Lee and Mr. Walton.

Refolved, That an order for fixte^en hundred dollars be drawn on
the treafurer, in favour of David S. Franks; for which he is to

account on the fettlement of his accounts.

The ilate of Rhode-Illand having recommended fundry gentle-

men for field officers of the two battalions raifed in that ftate,

Congrefs proceeded to the ele6lion; when V/illiam Richmond and
Chriftopher Lippit were elefted colonels ; Caleb Gardner and
Adam Comftock, lieutenant colonels ; Benjamin Tallman and
James Tew, majors.

Refolved, That the battalion commanded by colonel Lippit be

ordered to New-York, unlefs that commanded by colonel E.ich-

mond has already marched.

_ Refolved, That Mr. J. Meafe be diretled to deliver to the delegates

of Maryland three peices of coarfe cloths for the ufe of the Mary-
land troops; the faid delegates to be accountable.

Refolved, That Mr. Riiberg, affiftant to colonel Biddle, be di-

redled to take proper meafures for providing the fick foldiers in

Philadelphia, with proper lodgings and attendance.

A letter from brigadier 'general M'Donald to the board of war

was read ; whereupon.

Refolved, That he be allowed four days to prepare for his journey:

That a copy of that part of his letter, refpefting his treatment

in North-Carolina, be fent to the convention of that ftate.

Refolved, That a copy of the refolutions pafTed by Congrefs 011

the mefTage brought by general Sullivan, and the names of the

committee appointed, be fent to general Wafhington.

The committee of treafury reported, that there is due.

To Richard Welih, for his fcrvices as clerk, for delivering ftores

and provifions in Canada, certified by Henry Menfon, in which

fervice he entered the 24th of April, and was difcharged the 7th of

June, 1776, at fifty-ninetieths of a dollar per day, 25 dollars:

To Cafper Carver, for the hire of a team from York-town in

Pennfylvania to Williamlburg in Virginia, 16 days, at 4 dollars a

day, 64 dollars, and for ferriages, 6 dollars and fix ninetieths, and

for the hire of another team from York-town, with captain Grier's

company,
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company, 14 days, at 4 dollars a day, and for ferriage, 3 dollars

and fifty-four ninetieths; the whole being 129 dollars and fixty

ninetieths

:

To John Sparhawk, for two maps, a court calendar, &c. for

the war ofEce, as per R. Peters's certificate, 10 dollars and fijLty

ninetieths :

To John Bates, for 200 camp-kettles delivered to C. Biddle,

D. Q. M. G. the fecond inftant, 266 dollars and iixty ninetieths: •

To the following perfons, for which a warrant is to be drawn in

favour of Monf. Rouville, for the fum of 788 dollars and ten nine-

tieths, the amount of his fix accounts, viz.

1. To hoftages fent by general Schuyler to Reading in Penn-

fylvania, namely, Allen M'Donald, fen. Allen M'Donald, jun.

Alexander M'Donald, Rennel M'Donnel and Archibald M'Do-
nald, their allowance from the 4th of June to the 3d of September,

both days inciullve, is 13 weeks, at 2 dollars each, is, for the five,

130 dollars, and for Angus M'Donald and George M'Donald,

two fervants, 13 weeks each, at one dollar a week, 26 dollars; of

which they have received from the committee of Reading, 27 dol-

lars and three ninetieths; the balance is 128 dollars and eighty-

feven ninetieths

:

2. To lieutenant Simon Evans, a prifoner fent from Canada to

Reading, for expences from Montreal to Albany, 12 dollars, and

allowance from the 10th of February to the 23d of Augull inclu-

five, is 28 weeks, at 2 dollars a vpeek, 56 dollars; the whole, 68
dollars; of which he received from the committee of Efopus, for

13 weeks allowance, 26 dollars; Jeaves a balance due to lieutenant

Evans, of 42 dollars:

3. To captain Anftruther of the 26th regiment, for his allow-

ance from the i8th of November to the 23d of Auguft, both days

inclufive, is 40 weeks, at 2 dollars a week, 80 dollars

:

4. To Marcus Lucullus Royal, matter of the Gafpee, taken the

19th of November, in the river St. Lawrence, for his allowance to

the 22d of Auguft, is 39 weeks and four fevenths, at 2 dollars a

week, 79 dollars and thirteen ninetieths; of which he has received

from the committee of Efopus, 44 dollars; the balance due to him
is 35 dollars and thirteen ninetieths:

5. To the Canadian prifoners at Briftol, viz. Monf. St. Ours
Hervieux, Heurimont, de Chambault and la Marque, from the 3d
of November, the time they were taken, to the 30th of Augult
inclufive, 43 weeks each, at 2 dollars, 430 dollars :

6. To George M'Kenzie, mate ofthefloop Hunter, taken the

4th of November, to the 25th of Auguft inclufive, is 42 weeks,

at 2 dollars, 84 dollars; of which he has received at Albany, 12

dollars; the balance is 72 dollars :

To the following perfons, 564 dollars and eighty-five ninetieths,

namely, to Adam Drinkhoufe, for his team from Philadelphia to

Frederickfburg
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Frederickfburg in Virginia, 29 days, at 4 dollars, and ferriage 7
dollars, is 123 dollars; to Martin Haufman, Bernard Keppelar
and Nathaniel Hoop, who went on the fame journey with their

teams, each 123 dollars, is 369 dollars ; and to Matthias Koop, for

the hire of his waggon from Philadelphia to Bergen point, with

powder, 9 days, at 4 dollars, and ferriage, 2 dollars and thirty-five

ninetieths, is 38 dollars and thirty-five ninetieths ; and to Andrew
Read, for the hire of his waggon from Philadelphia to New-York
with medicines, 8 days, at 4 dollars a day, and ferriage, 2 dollars

and fifty ninetieths, is 34 dollars and fifty ninetieths, and that the

fame ought to be paid to Robert Erwin, waggon-mailer general :

To Jofeph Hewes, Efq; for cafh advanced to the guard going
with five waggons to North-Carolina, with waggon-hire and caflcs

for powder, 140 dollars and twenty-five ninetieths :

To John Dennis, for efcorting powder from Egg-harbour to

Philadelphia, by order of the fecret committee, 35 dollars and
twenty-three ninetieths

:

To colonel Jonas Clapham, for 53 rifle-guns bought of him for

the ufe of colonel Stevenfon's rifle battalion in Virginia, 896 dol*

lars and fifty-two ninetieths ; which fum is to be charged to the

faid battalion :

Ordered, That the above accounts be paid,

Congrefs refumed the confideration of the report of the board of

war ; whereupon,

Rejolved, That all letters to and from the board of war and or-

dinance, or the fecretary of the fame, be free of all expence in the

poft-office of the United States,

The board having reported, that they have confidered the pe-

tition of Jeremiah Halfey, and perufed his written evidence, are of

opinion, that the faid Halfey ought to receive the arrears of his

pay, and that the refolution of Congrefs, of the 9th of January

laft, be repealed ; as it appears, that the faid Halfey was difcharged

from the fervice, upon a regular certificate from the furgeon, by
the commanding officer at St. John's, on account of ficknefs, on

the 13th day of November laft, in purfuance of the order of ge-

neral Montgomery ; the Congrefs agreed to the faid report.

Congrefs proceeded to fill up the vacancies in the fecpnd Penn^

fylvania battalion, and the ballots being taken,

Jofeph Wood, Efq; was elefted colonel
;

Thomas Craig, Efq; was elefted lieutenant-colonel, and

V^illiam Butler, Efq; major.

The feveral matters to this day referred, being poftponed:

Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday.

Monday, September^, 1776.

'Refolved, That four months pay, being 106 dollars and two

thirds, be advanced to Monf. la Marquifie, captain and engineer in

the northern army; he to be accountable. A letter
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A letter of the 6th from general Waftiington, was read and re-

ferred to the board of war.

Refolved, That 500,000 dollars be fent to the paymafter gene-

ral, for the life of the army at New-York.
Refolved, That a committee of five be appointed to hear the

parties on the appeal againft the verdift and fentence of condemna-

tion p'dffed againft the fchooner Thiftle and her cargo :

The members chofen, Mr. Stockton, Mr. Huntington, Mr. Paine,

Mr. Wilfon and Mr. Scone.

Refolved, That in all continental commiffions and other inftrii-

ments, where heretofore the words " United Colonies " have been

ufed, the ftiie be altered for the future to the " United States."

Tlie board of war brought in a report, which was read :

Ordered to lie on the table, to be taken into confideration to-

morrow morning.

A memorial from Monf. Pannelier de la Falconnlere, was read

and referred to the marine committee.

Congrefs proceeded to the eleftion of a quartermafter for the

•German battalion, and the ballots being taken,

Frederick Seeger was eledled.

Refolved, That an order for 136 dollars be drawn on the treafury,

in favour of George Meade and Co. and charged to the account of

MefTrs. Chafe and Carroll, it being in full of their bill in favour of

John Vienne or order, dated at Montreal, May 28, 1776.

Refolved, That Mr. J. Mcafe be impov/ered to pay the draughts

of capt. John Douglafs, for fuch parts of the monthly pay of the

privates in his company as he fhall fpecify, and the fame as paid be

charged to the account of the faid captain.

The committee of treafury reported, that there is due to William

Smith, continental druggift, 2490 dollars and thirteen ninetieths :

Ordered, That the fame be paid.

Three petitions, one from Pierre du Calvert, another from Ja-

ques Pileur, and the third from Andre Pepin, were read, and refer-

red to the board of war.

The feveral matters to this day referred, being poftponed:

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow,

Tuesday, September 10, 1776.

A letter of the 8th from general Waftiington, with fundry pa-

pers inclofed, was read ; whereupon,

Refolved, That the prefident inform general Waftiington, it was
by no means the fenfe of Congrefs, in their refolve of the 3d in-

ftant, refpefting New -York, that the army, or any part of it,

ftiould remain in that city a moment longer than he ftiall think it

proper for the public fervice that troops be continued there ;

That the letter from the general be referred to the board of war.

A letter of the 31ft of Auguft, from the commiffioners of indian
'

affairs
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affairs at Pittfburg, was read and referred to the {landing com-
mittee for indian affairs.

Refolved, That Mr. J. Meafe be direfted to fupply captain Weft
of the Virginia riflemen, with 40 blankets.

A petition from Jean Longeay, and two from Seth Warner with

fundry papers inclofed, were read.

Refolved, That the petitions from colonel Warner, with the pa-

pers incloled, be referred to the commiffioners appointed to audit

and fettle the accounts of the army in the northern department.

A letter of the 8th, from M. Tilghman, was read.

Congrefs took into confideration the report of the board of war,

and after fome debate thereon,

Refolved, That this Congrefs will to-morrov/ refolve itfelf into

a committee of the whole, to take into coniideration the faid report.

Refolved, That Mr. J. Meafe be directed to fupply the delegates

of Maryland, with 40 blankets for the ufe of the troops from that

ftate.

Refolved, That 4000 dollars be fent to Zebulon Butler, Efq;

for the ufe of the two companies ordered to be raifed in the town

of Weftmoreland ; he to be accountable for the fame, and that the

money be delivered to and forwarded by the Connedlicut delegates

:

That major William Judd be authorifed to mufter the faid

companies.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Wednesday, Septejnher \i, 1776.

Refolved, That an order for 60,000 dollars be drawn on the trea-

furer, in favour of Mr. J. Meafe, commiffary for the public fer-

vice; he to be accountable.

A letter of the 7th from Jofeph Trumbull, Efq; commiffary

general, with fundry papers inclofed, was read:

Refolved, That it be referred to a committee of three, and that

t'ley be direcled and impowered to enquire into the condu6l of

Mr. Livingilon, deputy commiffary general in the northern de-

partment :

The members chofen, Mr. Lee, Mr. Hooper and Mr. Sherman.

Refolved, That Mr. J. Meafe, commifl'ary, be direfted to pro-

vide cloathing and other neceffaries, for the iirft Virginia battalion

now on their march to New-York.
A memorial from Stephen Pater de la Coffade was read, and

referred to the marine committee :

Alfo, a memorial from Seth Warner, and one from captains

Wait Hopkins and Gideon Brownfon, of colonel Warner's batta-

lion, were read, and referred to the board of war.

Refolved, That a member be added to the board of war, in the

room of colonel Harrifon:

The member chofen, Mr. F. L. Lee.

Conffvefi
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Congrefs refolved itfelf into a committee of the whole, to take

into conlideration the report of the board of war, and after fome

time, the prefident refumed the chair, and Mr. Nelfon reported,

that the committee have taken into confideration the matter to them

referred, and made fome amendments therein, but not having had

time to go through the whole, defired leave to fit again.

Refolved, That this Cottgrefs will to-morrow refolve itfelf into a

committee of the whole, to take into confideration the report of

the board of war.

The matters to this day referred, being poftponed:

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Thursday, September 12, 1776.

A letter of the 31ft of Auguft, from Jofeph Wentworth to the

fecretary of Congrefs, with an appeal from the verdift and fentence

paffed on the trial of the brigantine named the Elizabeth, was laid

before Congrefs and read.

The committee for Indian affairs, to whom the letter of the 3 lit

of Auguft, from the com.miffioners in the middle department, was
referred, brought in a report, which was taken into confideration

;

whereupon,

Rejolved, That two tons of powder and four tons of lead be im-

mediately fent to Pittfburg; to bedifpofed of as the commiffioners

fhalldireft:

That the refolution of Congrefs, refpefting the deftination of

the battalion commanded by colonel M'Coy, be fufpended, and

that the commifiioners for Indian aifairs in the midc^le department

be impowered, during their flay at Pittfburg, to dlreft the opera-

tions of that battalion

:

That the meafures adopted by the commiffioners, in the prefent

critical fituatlon of Indian affairs, is approved of by Congrefs, who
have the greateft confidence in the prudence and vigilance of their

future conduft.

Rejolved, That an order for 7000 dollars be drawn on the trea-

furer, in favour of colonel M'Coy, for the ufe of his battalion; he

to be accountable.

Refolved, That application be made to the committee of Penn-
fylvania for 10,000 flints, to be delivered to Georee Morgan, Efq;

The committee to whom the letter from Jofeph Trumbull, Efq;
with the papers inclofed, was referred, reported,

" That having confidered the fame, and recurring to the journal

of Congrefs, on Mr. Trumbull's appointment to the commlffariate,

find the following refolve on the 8th of July, 1776: " That the
commilfary general have full power to fupply both armies, that

upon the lakes as well as that at New-York, and alfo to appoint
and employ fuch perfons under him, and to remove any deputy
commiffary, as he fliall judge proper and expedient j it being ab-

folutely
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folutely neceflary, that the fupply of both armies fliould be under
one direction;"—whereupon,

Refohed, That the above refolution is fo clear and explicit, and
fo well contrived to procure the due and proper dtfcharge of the

commifTary's bufinefs, that the fame ought to be adhered to, and
immediately tranimitted to the commanding officer in the northern

department, and to the ccmmiffary general, as the full fenfe of Con-
grefs, on the commiiTary general's right to direft the operations of

his department, both as contraftor and iffiier of proviiions; and
that Mr. Trumbull be informed, Congrefs expedl this will remove

his difficulties, and induce his continuance in the office of commif-
fary for both armies, at New-York and on the lakes.

Congreis then proceeded to the eledion of fundry officers, and
the ballots being taken,

David M'Clure was elefted chaplain, and Ephraim Douglafs,

quarter-mafter of the battalion commanded by colonel M'Cov.
John Trumbull, Efq; was elected deputy adjutant general of

the army in the northern department, and Morgan Lewis, Efq;

deputy quarter-mailer general of the faid army.

Refilled, That the board of war be directed to order the French

officers, who have received commiffions from Congrefs, to repair

immediately to the places of their dcftination.

Refilved, That Mr. J. Meafe be direded to pay the firft batta-

lion of Virginia troops, on their march to New-York, the arrears

due to them.

The eommittee of treafury, to whom the petition of George
Nicholfon was referred, returned the fame, and reported, that it

ought to be referred to the board of war:

Rcfched, That the faid petition be referred to the board of war.

The board of war brought in a report, which was taken into

coniideration ; whereupon,

Refilved, As it appears from colonel Warner's reprefentation of

the ftate of his regiment, that major Painter's appointment much
obftrufts the raifing the faid regiment, that, therefore, major

Painter be directed to repair to the city of Philadelphia, that the

matter may be enquired into, and that it be recommended to col.

Warner and the other officers, that they forthwith proceed to raife

their men and complete the regiment, relying on the juftice of

Congrefs for the fettlement of the uneafinefs among them:

That the militia at New-York be paid by the pay-mafter gene-

ral there, before difcharged.

Refilved, That the remainder of the report be re-committed.

Congrefs refolved itfelf into a committee of the whole, to take

into their farther confideration the report of the board of war, and

after fome time, the prefident refumed the chair, and Mr. Nelfon

reported, that the committee have had under confideration the

matter to them referred, but not having come to a conclufion, de-

fire leave to fit again.
,

Refolved^
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Refolved, That this Ccngrefs will to-morrow refolve itfelf into

a committee of the whole, to take into confideration the report of

the board of war.

Refolved, That Mr. J, Meafe be directed to deliver fuch a num-
ber of blankets as he has, belonging to the continent, to captain

Watkins for the ufe of his company which is inliited to ferve dur-

ing the war, not exceeding one to each man.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Friday, September 13, 1776.

Two letters of the 7th and i ith from general Wafiiington,

One of the 8th from general Green, and

A refolution of the committee of fafety of Pennfylvania of th«

15 th were read, and referred to the board of war.

The committee appointed to confer with lord Howe having re-

turned, made a verbal report.

Ordered, That they make a report in writing as foon as conve-

niently they can.

The committee of the treafury reported that there is due,

To Peter Buker for 1 149 rations fupplied colonel Peter Grubb's

battalion of militia, and 204 meals to different companies of mili-

tia, on their march to New- Jerfey, 123 dollars and nineteen nine-

tieths :

To John Bates for 266 camp kettles delivered to Guflavus Rif-

berg, affidantto the deputy quarter mailer general, for the flying

camp, 354 dollars and fixty ninetieths:

To Richard Cheney for 291 meals fupplied the militia on their

march to New-Jerfey, 29 dollars and nine ninetieths :

To Charles Ford for 10 weeks board, lodging, and wafhing for

William Whiting, a wounded ferjeant, from oth June to 17th

Auguft, 10 weeks, at 1 dollar and one third per week, 13 dollars

and thirty ninetieths

:

To major Regonville, captain Duchene, lieutenant Smith, and
lieutenant Demuraux, Canadian prifoners, for their allowance

from 3d November 1775 to 6th September T776 inclufive, is 4:^

weeksr at 2 dollars a week, 352 dollars, and that the fame be

paid to Monfr. Regonviile :

To Robert Towers for artillery fioresfor 2 three pound travel-

ling cannon ordered by Jofeph Hewes. Efq; for the ftate of

North-Carolina, 72 dollars and fixty four ninetieths:

To Graaf, M'Clenachan, Hollingfworth, and Grigfon, for

which a warrant is to be drawn in favour of the honourable

Thomas Lynch, Efq; for their expences to and from Williamf-

burg with the hire of a waggon, with money for South-Carolina
;

267 dollars and thirty-two ninetieths :

To Jofeph Beck going exprefs from Philadelphia to Virginia

340 miles., at one fixth of a dollar, 56 dollars :

Vol. II. Y y To
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To Michael Millenberger for five days ufe of his two horfc wag»
gons, in tranfporting the fick troops in New-Jerfey, of captairj

Brown's company, ij dollars and thirty ninetieths :

To Frederick Bicking for 221 reams of paper far continental

currency, at 6 dollars and eighty-four ninetieths a ream, 1532
dollars and twenty-four ninetieths :

To William Clayton for 338 meals of vidluals fupplied the mili-

tia on their march to New-Jerfey, 32 dollars and feventy-two nine-

tieths :

Ordered, That the faid accounts be paid.

Two letters of the 8th from general Schnyler with fundry pa-

pers inclofed ; one of the 7th from Walter Livingfton, and one

©f the 1 2th of Augufl from brigadier-general Armftrong were

read

:

Ordered, That the foregoing letters with the papers inclofed in

that from general Schuyler, except what relates to general Mont-
gomery's accounts, be referred to the board of war, and that the

papers relative to the faid accounts, be referred to the board of

treafury.

Congrefs then refjlved itfelf into a committee of the whole, to

take into conllderation, the report of the board of war, and after

fome time the preudent refumed the chair, and Mr. Nelfon report-

ed that the committee have had under confideration the matter

referred to them, but not having yet come to a conclufion, defired

leave to fit again.

Rejolvcd, That this Congrcfs will to-morrow refolve itfelf into a

committee of the whole, to take into confideration the report of

the board of war.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Saturday, September 14, 1776.

A letter from R. H. Harrifon, fecretary to general Walhing-

ton, was read.

Four French ofScers, who arrived in the Reprifal, captain

Weeks, being recommended to Congrefs,

Refolved, That they be referred to the board of vrav.

The board of war brought in a report which was taken into

confideration ; whereupon,

Refolved, That the officers of militia, when on their march, and

while in fervice, be allowed rations like the officers on the conti-

nental eftablilhment, without any allowance of mileage:

That the commander in chief in the northern army be directed

to ereft barracks and other accommodations in the moll conveni-

ent places in that department, and provide magazines of ilraw,

fuel and other necefTaries for winter-quarters for fuch number of

troops, as hs fhall think proper

:

That
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That general Schuyler be informed that his letter ofthe i6th of

laft month was duly received, and referred to the committee ap-

pointed to inquire into the caufes ofthe rnifcarriages in Canada :

That captain Martindale and lieutenant Turner be allowed their

pay and rations to this time, and that they be referred to the trea-

fury board for a fettlement of their accounts :

That fifteen tons of powder, twenty thoufand flints, ten tons of

Jead, and one hundred reams of cartridge paper be immediately

fent to general Gates for the ufe of the army in the northern de-

partment :

That brigadier-general Arraftrong have leave to return from

South-Carolina to Philadelphia :

That deputy coramiffary Livingfton's refignation be accepted :

That captains Wait Hopkins and Gideon Brownfon be referred

to the commillioners appointed to audit accounts in the northern

department, for a fettlement of their accounts :

That all continental troops and militia going home from fervlee

reftore all continental arms, and other property, and alfo all am-
munition remaining in their polTeffion, at the time of their being

about to return. Their pay to be withheld unlefs they produce

certificates from the commiffary of ftores or quarter mailer gene-

ral or their deputies in the department, where fuch continental

troops, or militia fiiaU ferve. And if any continental property,

or ammunition be carried away by tlie riiilitia before this refolve,

ftoppages to be made from fuch as have not received their pay,

and that meafures be taken with thofe, who have been paid, by
the councils offafety, or legiflatures of each ftate, for the reftora-

tion of fuch continental property and ammunition.

A rqemorial from Jonathan Glover was read and referred to the

marine committee.

A letter of the 9th from general Lee to the board of war, was

laid before Congrefs and read.

A petition from captains Jofeph Gardner, James M' Dow ell,

John M'Dowell, Samuel Evans, Ephraim Blackburn, and Ste-

phen Cochran was read.

Refolved, That 25000 dollars be advanced to the ftate of Ma^
ryland, which is to be accountable for the fame.

The committees of Welimoreland and Bedford having in purfu-

ance of the refolution of Congrefs of the i5Lh July recommended.

Van Swearingan, Mofes Carfan, Samuel Miller, James Piggot,

Wendal Oury, David Killgore, Eliezer Miers, and Andrew
Mann for captains in the regiment commanded by colonel M'Coy,
and Robert Mofley, John Findley, Matthew Jack, Ezechiel

Hickman, Richard Carfan, William M. Greary, James M'Dovv-
ell, and Thomas Cook, for ift lieutenants; William Thompfon,
Alexander Sumrall, James Guthery, Philip Rodgers, Samuel

3xnith, William Mountz, James Buler, jun. and John Crawford
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for 2d lieutenants ; Benjan^in Neely, Jofeph Kerr, John Sims,

David Wherry, Devalt Mecklin, Feolty Weaver, John Read,

and Aquila White for enfigns, in the faid battalion.

Refohed, That they be accepted, and that commiffions be

granted to them accerdingly.

Whereas the delegates of South-Carolina have reprefented that

by an arrangement made by Congrefs on the i8th day of June

laft, the regiment of artillery and two regiments of riflemen raifed

in that province, will obtain precedency over a regiment of ran-

gers, though the latter w^as raifed before either of the former,

which may be attended with confequences extremely prejudicial

to the fervice ; therefore,

Refohedi That the faid regiment of rangers commanded by co-

lonel William Thompfon, do ftill keep the fame ftation it had In

the provincial arrangement, and be intitled to rank in the fame

way as other regiments in the continental fervice.

The feveral matters to this day referred, being poftponed :

Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday.

Monday, Septetuher i6, 1776.

A letter of the 14th from general Wafhington, one of the ptl^

from general Schuyler Inclofing a copy of one from general Gates,

dated the 6th, and one of the 2d fram general Gates with fundry

papers inclofed were i-ead, and referred to the board of war.

A letter of the 2d from general Schuyler was alfo read :

Ordered^ That this be referred to the committee on Indian af-

fairs.

There being fundry vacancies In colonel Warner's battalion,

Congrefs proceeded to the eleftion of officers to fill up the fame,

and the ballots being taken,

John Faffet and M'Une were eletled captain^ in the

room of John Grant and Jacob Vorfborough, who have declined

to accept their commiffions, on account of their ill Itate of health
;

Jofeph Saffbrd, Thomas Ranfon, John Chipman, and Robert
Terrence firft lieutenants In the room of Dean deceafed,

Woolbrldgeaiid Allen who decline fervlng, and J. Faffett promoted;
Benjamin Hopkins adjutant.

Refohed, That there be an addition of three brigadiers-general

in the continental army, and that Congrefs proceed immediately

to the choice :

The ballots being taken,

Chriftopher Gadfden, William Moultrie, and Lachlan M'ln-
tofli were cledted.

A letter of the 31ft of Auguft from brigadier-general Lewis,
and one of the 30th of the fame month from William RIckman,
director of the hofpltal In the fouthern department were read :

Ordered, That the letter from W. Rickman be referred to the

fxiedical comraittee, Refolvedy
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kefohed. That 50,000 dollars be advanced to the delegates of

Georgia, for the ufe of the continental troops in that ftate, the

faid delegates to be accountable.

Refolved. That to-morrow be afligned for appointing commif-

lioners, to audit the public accounts in Virginia.

It being reprefented by the delegates of North-Carolina, that

from late accounts it appears, that the fituation of affairs in that

ftate is fuch, as to render it dangerous, if not impratlicable to

execute the reiolution of Congrefs of the 3d inftant, ordering

two of the North-Carolina battalions, under the command of bri-

gadier-general Moore, to irarch to reinforce the army at New-
York ; whereupon

,

Refolded, That it be left to the difcretion of the council of fafe-

ty of North-Carolina, to execute or fufpend that refolution, ac-

cording as they fliall think it moll conducive to the public fervice,

and the fafety of their particular ftate.

Congrefs then refolved itfelf into a committee of the whole, to

take into confideration the report of the board of war, and after

fome time, the prel:dent refumed the chair, and Mr. Nelfon re-

ported, that the committee have had under confideration, the re-

port from the board of war, and have made fundry amendments,
which they ordered him to lay before Congrefs :

Congrefs then took into confideration the report of the board of

war, and the amendments offered by the committee of the whole,

and thereupon came to the following refolutions :

That eighty-eight battalions be inlifted as foon as poffible, to

ferve during the prefent war, and that each ftate furnifii their re-

fpedlive quotas in the following proportions, viz.

New-Hamplhire,
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difchargedby Congrefs, and to the reprefentatives of fuch officers

and foldiers, as fhall be flain by the enemy.

Such lands to be provided by the United States, and whatever
expence fhall be neceffary to procure fuch land, the faid expencc

fhall be paid and borne by the ftates in the fanje proportion as the

«3ther expences of the war, viz.

To a colonel 500 Acres.

To a lieutenant-colonel 450
To a major 400
To a captain goo
To a lieutenant 200
To an enfign 150
Each non-commiffioned officer and foldier 100.

That the appointment of all officers and filling up vacaucieSj

(except general officers) be left to the governments of the feveral

ftates, and that every ilate provide arms, cloathing, and every

neceffary for its quota of troops, according to the foregoing efti-

roate. The expence of the cloathing to be dedufted from the pay

of the foldiers asufuah

That all officers be commiffioned by Congrefs :

That it be recommended to the feveral ftates, that they take

the moft fpeedy and effe6lual meafures for inlifting their feveral

quotas :

That the money to be given for bounties be paid by the pay-

mafter in the department where the foldier fhall inlift :

That each foldier receive pay and fubfiftance from the time of

inliftment.

The committee of treafury reported, that there is due.

To Adam Zantzinger, for the expence of five light horfe efcort-

ing money to New-York, and one from thence to Albany, 94
dollars and fixty-four ninetieths :

To John Bater., for 300 camp-kettles delivered to Guftavus

Rifberg, 400 dollars:

To Philip Baker, for 289 meals of vidluals, fupplied captains

Grier and Nelfon's companies of continental troops, 18 dollars and

thirty-one ninetieths

:

To David Tryon, William Green, Peter Peterfon, George Lan-

ders and Samuel Brulh, for the hire of their fhallops, with conti-

nental troops and baggage, from Wilmington to Trenton, 104

dollars

:

Ordered, That the faid accounts be paid.

Refolved, That to-morrow be affigned for taking into confider-

ation the articles of war.

The feveral matters to this day referred, being poftponed :

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Tuesday.
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Tuesday, Scpts?nhsr 17, 1776.

A letter of the 23d of Auguft, from V. De Coetery Prejent,

Was read, and referred to the marine committee.

The ftate of Maryland having recommended Thomas Beale, Efq;

to be captain; Peter Center Hanfon, firft lieutenant; James Lin-

gar, fecond lieutenant, and Richard Dorfey, third lieutenant, in

colonel Stevenfon's battalion ; and Elijah Evans to be a third lieu-

tenant in the faid battalion, in the room of Henry Hardman who
has refigned :

Refohed, That they be accepted, and commiflions granted to

them accordingly.

The committee appointed to confer with lord Howe, agreeable

to the order of Congrefs, brought in a report in writing, which

was read as follows

:

" In obedience to the orders of Congrefs, we have had a meet-

ing with lord Howe. It was on Wednefday laft upon Stgten-

Ifland, oppolite to Amboy, where his lordihip received and en-

tertained U3 with the utmoll politenefs.

His lordfliip opened the convcrfation by acquainting us, that,

tho' he could not treat with us as a committee of Congrefs, yet, as

his powers enabled him to confer and confult with any private gen-

tlemen of influence in the colonies, on the means of reftoring peace

between the two countries, he was glad of this opportunity of con-

ferring with us on that fubjeft, if we thought ourfelves at liberty

to enter into a conference with him in that charafter. We ob-

ferved to his lordihip, that, as our buhnefs was to hear, he might

confider us in what light he plcafed, and communicate to us any

propofitions he might be authorifed to make for the purpofe men-
tioned; but, that we could confider ourfelves in no other character

than that in which we were placed, by order of Congrefs. His
lordfhip then entered into a difcourfe of a confiderable length,

which contained no explicit propofition of peace, except one,

namely. That the colonies fhculd return to their allegiance and
obedience to the government of Great-Britain. The reft confified

principally of affurances, that there was an exceeding good difpo-

fition in the king and his minifters to make that government eafy

to us, with intimations, that, in cafe of our fubmiffion, they

would caufe the ofFenfive acts of Parliament to be i-evifed, and the

inftruftions to governors to be re-conlidered; that fo, if any juft

caufes of complaint were found in the acls, or any errors in go-
vernment were perceived to have crept into the inftrutlions, they
might be amended or withdrawn.

We gave it as our opinion to his lordfhip, that a return to the

domination of Great-Britain vvas not now to be expe61:ed. We
mentioned the repeated humble petitions of the colonies to the

king and parliament, which had been treated with contempt and
anfwered only by additional injuries; the ucexamDJed patience we

had
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had fliewn under their tyrannical government, and that it was not
till the late a£t of parliament which denounced wor againlt us, and
put us out of the king's proteftion, that we declared our Indepen-
dance; that this declaration had been called for by the people of
the colonies in general ; that every colony had approved of it,

when made, and all now conlidered themfelves as Independant
States, and were fettling or had fettled their governments accord-

ingly; fo that it was not in the power of Congrcfs to agree for

them, that they fhould return to their former dependant ftate;

that there was no doubt of their inclination to peace, and their

willingnefs to enter into a treaty with Britain, that might be ad-

vantageous to both countries; that, though his lordfhip had at

prefent no power to treat v»ith them as Independant States, he
might, if there was the fame good difpolition in Britain, much
fooner obtain freHi powers from thence, for that purpofe, than

powers could be obtained by Congrefs, from the feveral colonies,

to confent to a fubmiflion.

His lordfhip then faying, that he was forry to find, that no ac-

commodation was like to take place, put an end to the conference.

Upon the whole, it did not appear to your committee, that his

lordfhip's commiffion contained any other authority than that ex-

preffed in the aft of parliament, namely, that of granting pardons,

with fuch exceptions as the commifiioners fliall think proper to

make, and of declaring America, or any part of it, to be in the

king's peace, upon fubmiflion: For, as to the power of enquiring

into th? ftate of America, which his lordfnip mentioned to us, and
of conferring and confuiting with any perfons the commiflioners^

might think proper, and reprefenting the refult of fuch converfa-

tion to the miniftry, who, provided the colonies would fubje£l

themfelves, might after all, or might not at their pleafure, make
any alterations in the former inftrutlions to governors, or propofe

in parliament any amendment of the afts complained of, we ap-

prehended any expeftation from the efFeft of fuch a power would
have been too uncertain and precarious to be relied on by America,

had fhe ftill continued in her ftate of dependance."

Ordered, That the foregoing report, and alfo the meffage from

lord Howe, as delivered by general Sullivan, and the refolutionof

Congrefs in confequence thereof, be publlftied by the committee,

who brought in the foregoing report.

Ordered, That the faid committee publifh lord Drummond's let-

ters to general Walhington, and the general's anfwcrs.

Sundry refolutions being moved and feconded, in addition to

thofe paffed yeftcrday, relative to the new army:

After debate,

Refolved, That they be referred to the board of war. ^

A letter of the loth, from brigadier general Lewis, was read:

Alfo, a letter from James Forrefi was read, and referred to the

board of war. Congrefs
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Congrefs took into confideration the plan of treaties to be pro-

pofed to foreign nations, with the amendments agreed to by the

committee of the whole, and the fame was agreed to.

A letter of the i6th from general Wafhington was received and

read.

Refohed, That the confideration of the inftruftions to be given

to the commiffioners to foreign ftates, be poilponed till to-morrow.

Ordered, That 1066 dollars and two thirds be advanced to

Robert Erwin, waggon-mafter general.

Refolved, That the fecret committee be direfted, after arming

the German battalion, to arm the Maryland company on its march

to New-York with the remainder, or with as many arras, as fhall

then be in their pofFeffion belonging to the continent.

The feveral matters to this day referred, being poftponed

:

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-raorrov/.

Wednesday, Septef?iber 18, 1776.

A letter of the i6th from R. Dallam, deputy paymafter general,

was read.

The board of war brought in a report, which was taken into

confideration ; whereupon,

Refilved, That if rations be received by the officers or privates

in the continental army in money, they be paid at the rate of

eight ninetieths of a dollar per ration :

That Monfr. Jacque Paul Govert have the rank and pay of a

captain-lieutenant of artillery in the continental army, and that a

coramifGon be given to him accordingly :

That the medical committee fend an aiTortment of proper medi-

cines to the northern army :

That Monfr. de Vermonet have the rank and pay of a major by
brevet, he being a gentleman of confiderable military abilities :

That the bounty and grants of land offered by Congrefs, by a

refolution of the T6th inftant, as an encouragement to the officers

and foldiers to engage to ferve in the army of the United States

during the war, Ihall extend to all who are, or fnall be inlifted for

that term ; the bounty of ten dollars, which any of the foldierS

have received from the continent, on account of a former inliftment

to be reckoned in part payment of the twenty dollars offered by
the faid refolution :

That no officer in the continental army be allowed to hold more
than one commiffion, or to receive pay but in one capacity at the

fame ,time.

Refolved., That the remainder of the report be poftponed.

Refolved, That the board of war be directed to prepare a refolu-

tion for enforcing and perfecting difcipline in the army.

Ordered, That 1564 dollars and forty-five ninetieths be paid in

fpecie to John Bonfield, and charged to the account of brigadier-

VoL. II. Z z eeneral
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general Arnold, the fame being in full of brigadier-general Ar-
nold's note of the i ith of May laft :

That an order for looo dollars be drawn on the treafurer, in

favour of the committee appointed to contrail for cafting cannon,

they to be accountable :

That the fecret committee furnifli the faid committee with two
barrels of powder for proving cannon.

Refolved, That captain M'Kinzie, a prifoner in the gaol of Phi-

ladelphia, be liberated on his parole, the ftate of his health re-

quiring air and exercife ; and that he be ordered to Reading in

Pennfylvania, there to refide under the fame reftrldlions as other

prifoners on their parole.

The ccmmictee of treafury brought in a report on the ways and

means of raifing five millions of dollars, which was read :

Ordered to lie on the table.

Congrefs took into confideration the inftruftions to the commif-

fioners, and after debate,

Refolved, That the farther confideration thereof be poftponed.

The feveral matters to this day referred, being poftponed :

Adjoui'ned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Thursday, Septe7nher 19, 1776.

The board of treafury reported, that they have examined the

vouchers bi'ought into their office by Jofeph Hewes, Efq; one of

the naval committee, by which it appears that the naval commit-

tee have expended the fum of 1345333 dollars and twenty-feven

ninetieths, in fitting out eight armed veffels.

Refolved, That the fame be allowed, and paffed to the credit of

the faid committee.

The naval committee having laid before Congrefs an account of

fundry outftanding debts, and of fundry goods by them purch'afed,

and put into the hands of different perfons, who have not yet ac-

counted for the fame
;

Refolved, That the faid account be delivered to the marine com-

mittee, and that they be direfted to take effefhual meafures to

have the faid outftanding debts collefted and accounts fettled.

Refolved, That 66 dollars and two thirds be advanced to major

le chevalier de Vcrmonet, he to be accountable :

That major de Vermonet be referred to the board of treafury,

for a fettlement of his account for rations :

That TOO dollars be advanced to captain William Davies of

Virginia, for the ufe of his company on their march to New-York,
he to be accountable.

A petition from captain Woelper was read :

Ordered, That it be referred to the delegates of Pennfylvania

and Maryland, who are direfted to fettle the rank of the captains

and fubsltei lis in the German battalion, and report to Congrefs.

The
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The board of war brought in a report, which was taken into

conii deration ; whereupon,

Refolved, That Monlr. Marquis de Malmady be appointed to

the rank and pay of a naajor by brevet in the continental army, and

receive a comni i^on accordingly :

That Monlr. jean Louis Imbret, a gentleman well recommenr

ded as an enguieer, be lent to general Wafliington to be employed

in that capacity,, in order to fhew his abilities, and that one months

pay as 'c 'japLa.n bo advanced for his expences :

That iVionfr. Ciiriftian de Colerus be appointed to the rank and

pay of a nuijor by brevet, and that his cornrniffion be forthwith

given him :

fhat Moiifr. Jean Louis de Virnejouz be appointed to the rank

and pay ot a captain by brevet, and commilTioned accordingly :

That the con mander in chief of the forces of thefe ftates in the

feveral departments, be dirtfted to give ppfitive orders to the bri-

gadier-generals aiu'i colonels, and all other officers in their feveral

armies, that the troops under their command may every day be

called together, snd trained in arms, in order that officers an4

men may be perfctied in the manual exercife and manoeuvres, and

inured to the moll exemplary difcipline, and that all officers be

affured, that the Congrcfs will coniider activity and fuccefs, in in-

troducing difcipluie into the army among the bed recommenda'

tions for promotion.

The commiffioners for fettling the public accounts in the nor-

thern army, having reprefented to the board oftreafury, that fun-

dry officers in the army holding two commiffions had, previous to

the time of general Schuyler's receiving the order of Congrefs not

to^allow pay to any perfon for more than one commiffion, received

warrants from the general for payment in their double capacity,

and dehring to know whether fuch accounts are to be allowed

:

Refolved, That fuch warrants drawn by general Schuyler previ-

ous to the tinie of his receiving the order o,f Congrefs, be allowed

by the commiffioners :

That, to prevent for the future warrants being drawn by any

general in the continental army, in favour of any officer, for more

than one commiffion, the order of Congrefg be publifhed, that no

officer in the continental array is allovyed to hold more than one

commiffion, or to receive pay but in one capacity.

The committee of treafury reported, that there Is due,

To Henry Brothers, 54 dollars; George Troxfell, 64 dollars

and feventy-two ninetieths, and Jacob Miller, 6q dollars ; the

whole amounting to 178 dollars and feventy two ninetieths; to be

paid to colonel George Strieker, for the hire of three waggons
from Maryland to Philadelphia, with the baggage of two field

officers, and tvvo companies belonging to the German battalion :

To the late colonel Caleb Perry, for provifions fupplied the n

militia
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militia on their march to New-Jerfey, with their ferriage, and the

ferriage of baggage-waggons over Schuylkill, 53 dollars; to be

paid to John Jacobs :

Ordered, That the faid accounts be paid.

A memorial from the chevalier Dorre was read:

Ordered, That it be referred to the board of war.

The committee for indian affairs brought in a report, which was
taken into confideration; whereupon,

Rejolved, That 66 dollars and fixty ninetieths be paid to Jacob
Fowler, of the Montauk tribe of indians on Long-Ifland, for his

trouble in going to the Mohawk and Oneida nations of indians,

and for his fervices whilft he remained amongft them;
That the commanding officers of the feveral pofts, on the fron-

tiers of Virginia and Pennfylvania, be defired to give the earlieft

intelligence they can of every important occurrence they may have

notice of, refpedting the indians, to the commiffioners, or, when
they are not in the way, to the agent for indian affairs :

That it be recommended to the inhabitants of the frontiers, and
to the officers at all the pofts there, to treat the indians, who be-

have peaceably and inoffenfively, with kindnefs and civility, and
not to fuffer them to be ill-ufed or infulted :

That 400 dollars be paid to the agent for indian affairs, in the

middle department, for expenditures, and be accounted for by him:
That the orders drawn by the commiffioners for indian affairs in

the middle department, on the committee for indian affairs, for

£ 1104 17 7^, Pennfylvania currency, and for ^ 73 o 9, of like

money, being 3 141 dollars and ten ninetieths, the coft of fundry

merchandize bought by the agent for the indians; the former pay-
able to Jam;s Heron, and the other to James Heron and James
Bavard, be accepted, and that the money be paid by the treafurer

of the United States

:

That a talk be delivered to the chiefs and warriors of the Shaw-
anefe indians, now in Philadelphia, to be communicated by them
to their nation, in thefe words

:

" The United States of America to their brethren, the chiefs and
warriors of the Shawanefe nation.

We have heard from you by Mr. Morgan, our aeent, and are

much pleafed with your reception of him into your towns, and

with your anfwers to our meffages by him. We expeft that you
and our commiffioners will fliortly meet in council at Pittfburg,

when we hope our old friendfhip will be renewed, and fuch a peace

eftabllfhed between us, as will laft for ever.

Our young brothers, Wenthifficia and Pellawa, have vifited

their white brethren here in company with Mr. Morgan. They
can tell yon, that we keep our roads clear of thorns and briars, and

open for all our indian brethren, who think proper to vilit us. We
ihall always be pleafed to fee our brothers, the Shawanefe, and our

brothers
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brothers of every other Indian nation. We wifh to fee forae of

their wife men at our great council-fire, which we preferve bright

and clear for all nations."

As it may be a means of conciliating the friendfhip of the Cana-
dian indians, or at leaft of preventing hoftilities from them, in fome
meafure, to affift the prefident of Dartmouth college, in Nevv-

HampiTiire, in maintaining their youth, who are now there under

his tuition, and whom the revenues of the college are not, at this

time, fuffijient to fupport; that, for this purpofe, 500 dollars be
paid to the Rev. Dr. Eleazer Wheelock, prefident of the faid

college.

Refolved, That the adjutants of regiments, in the continental

army, be allowed the pay and rations of captains, and have the

rank of firft lieutenants.

Congrefs refumed the confideration of the articles of war, and
after fome time, the farther confideration thereof was poftponed.

Ordered, That the fecret committee fupply the ftate of New-
Jerfey with one ton of powder; the faid ftate to be accountable.

The feveral matters to this day referred, being poftponed

:

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Friday, September 20, 1776.

A letter of the 1 8th from general Wafliington, and one of the

13th from the general aflembly of MafTachufet's Bay, inclofing

fundry papers, were read.

Ordered, That the letter from the aflembly of Maflachufet's Bay
be referred to the marine committee.

In order to prevent the officers and foldiers, who fliall be enti-

tled to the lands hereafter to be granted by the refolution of Con-
grefs of the i6th, from difpofing of the fame, during the war:

Refolved, That Congrefs will not grant lands to anyperfon or

perfons, claiming under the aflignment of an officer or foldier.

Ordered, That the medical committee forward 300 lb. of Peru-

vian bark to the fouthern department, for the ufe of the troops

there.

Congrefs refumed the confideration of the articles of war, which
being debated by paragraphs, were agreed to, as follows:

Refolved, That from and after the publication of the following

articles, in the refpeftive armies of the United States, the rules

and articles by which the faid armies have heretofore been govern-

ed fliall be, and they are hereby repealed.

SECTION I.

j^rt. I. That every officer who ftiall be retained in the army of
the United States, fhall, at the time of his acceptance of his com-
miflion, fubfcribe thefe rules and regulations.

Art. 2. It is earneftly recommended to all officers and foldiers

diligently to attend divine ftrvice: And all officers and foldiers who
fliall
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fhall behave indecently or irreverently at any place of divine wor-
ftiip, {hall, if commlffioned oiScers, be brought before a general

court martial, there to be publicly and feverely reprimanded by
the prefident; if non-commiffioned officers or foldiers, every per-

fon fo offending (hall for his firft offence, forfeit one fixth of a dol-

lar, to be deduced out of his next pay ; for the fecond offence he

fhall not only forfeit a like a fum, but be confined for twenty-four

hours ; and for every like offence fhall fuffer and pay in like man-
ner; which money fo forfeited fhall be applied to the ufe of the

fick foldiers of the troop or company to which the offender belongs.

Art. 3. Whatfoever non-commifTioned oliicer or foldier fhall

ufe any prophane oath or execration, fhall incur the penalties ex-

preffed in the foregoing article; and if a coramiflioned officer be

thus guilty of prophane curfing or fvvearing, he fhall forfeit and

pay for each and every fuch offence two thirds of a dollar.

Art. 4. Every chaplain who is commifTioned to a regiment,

company, troop or garrifon, and fhall abfent himfelf from the faid.

regiment, company, troop or garrifon, (excepting in cafe of fick-

nefs or leave of abfence) fhall be brought to a court martial, and

be fined not exceeding one month's pay, befides the lofs of his pay

during his abfence, or be difcharged, as the faid court martial fhall

judge moil proper.

SECTION II.

Art. I. Whatfoever officer or foldier fhall prefume to ufe trai-

terous or difrefpeftful words againfl the authority of the United

States in Congrefs affembled, or the legiflature of any of the

United States in which he may be quartered, if a commiffioned of-

ficer he fhall be cafhiered; if a non-commiffioned officer or foldier

he fliall fuffer fuch puniihraent as fhall be inflifted upon him by the

fentence of a court martial.

Art. 2. Any officer or foldier who fhall behave himfelf with

contempt or difrefpedl towards the general, or other commander

in chief of the forces of the United States, or fhall fpeak words

tending to his hurt or diflionour, fhall be punifhed according to

the nature of his offence, by the judgment of a court martial.

Art. 3. Any officer or foldier who fhall begin, excite, caufe

or join in any mutiny or fedition in the troop, company or regi-

ment to which he belongs, or in any other troop or company in

the fervice of the United States, or in any party, poit, detach-

ment, or guard, on any pretence whatfoever, fhall fuffer death, or

fuch other punifhment as by a court martial fliall be inflided.

Art. 4. Any officer, non-commiffioned officer or foldier, who
being prefent at any mutiny or fedition, does not ufe his utmofl

endeavour to fupprefs the fame, or coming to the knowledge of

any intended mutiny, does not without delay give .information

thereof to his commanding officer, fhall be puniflied by a court

martial with death, or otherwife, according to the nature of the

offence. Art. 5 =
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Art. 5. Any officer or foldier who fhall ftrike his fuperior of-

ficer, or draw, or (hall lift up any weapon, or offer any violence

a^ainft him, being in the execution of his office, on any pretence

whatfoever, or (hall difobey any lawful command of his fuperior of-

ficer, fhall fuffer death, or fuch other punifhment as fhall, accord-

ing to the nature of his offence, be inflifted upon him by the fea-

tence of a court martial.

SECTION III.

Art. I. Every non-commiffioned officer and foldier, who fhall

inlift himfelf in the fervice of the United States, fhall at the time

of his fo inlifling, or within fix days afterwards, have the articles

for the government of the forces of the United States read to him,

and fhall, by the officer who inlifled him, or by the commanding
officer of the troop or company into which he was inlifted, be

taken before the next juftice of the peace, or chief magiftrate of

any city or town corporate, not being an officer of the army, or

where recourfe cannot be had to the civil magiflrate, before the

judge advocate, and in his prefence fhall take the following oath,

or affirmation, if confciencioufly fcrupulous about taking an oath.

Ifwear or affirm [as the cafe may bej to he true to the United

States of America, and to ferve theyii honeftly and faithfully againfi

all their enemies or oppofers 'whatfoever ; and to obferve and obey the

orders of the Continental Congrefs, and the orders ofthe generals and
officers fet over me by them.

Which juftice or magiftrate is to give the officer a certificate,

fignifying that the man inlifted did take thefaidoath or affirmation.

Art. 2. After a non-commiffioned officer or foldier fhall have

been duly inlifted and fworn, he fhall not be difmifled the fervice

without a difcharge in writing; and no difcharge granted to him
Ihall be allowed of as fufficient, which is not figned by a field of-

ficer of the regiment into which he was inlifted, or commanding
officer, where no field officer of the regiment is in the fame ftate.

SECTION IV.

Art. I, Every officer commanding a regiment, troop or com-
pany, fhall, upon the notice given to him by the commifTary of
mufters, or from one of his deputies, affemble the regiment, troop

or company under his command, in the next convenient place for

their being muftered.

Art. 2. Every colonel, or other field officer commanding the
regiment, troop or company, and aftually refiding with it, may
give furloughs to non-commiffioned officers and foldiers, in fuch
numbers and for fo long a time as he fhall judge to be moft confifl-

cnt with the good of the fervice; but no non-commiffioned officer

or foldier fhall by leave of his captain, or inferior officer command-
ing the troop or company (his field officer not being prefent) be
abfent above twenty days in fix months, nor fhall more than two
private men be abfent at the fame time from their troop or com-

pany,
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pany, excepting fome extraordinary occaiion fhall require it, of
which occafion the field officer prefent with, and commanding the

regiment is to be the judge.

Art. 3. At every mufter the commanding officer of each regi-

ment, troop or company there prefent ftiall give to the commiffary

certificates figned by himfelf, fignifying how long fuch officers,

who fhall not appear at the faid mufter, have been abfent, and the

reafon of their abfence ; in h'ke manner the commanding officer of

every troop or company fhall give certificates, fignifying the rea-

fons of the abfence of the non-commiffioned officers and private

foldiers ; which reafcns and time of abfence fhall be inferted in the

mufter rolls oppofite to the names of the refpeftive abfent officers

and foldiers : The faid certificates fhall, together with the mufter

rolls, be remitted by the commiffary to the Congrefs as fpeedily as

the diftance of place will admit.

Art. 4. Every officer who fhall be convifted before a general

court-martial of having figned a falfe certificate, relating to the

abfence of either officer or private foldier, fhall becafhiered.

Art. 5. Every officer who fhall knowingly make a falfe mufter

ofman or horfe, and every officer or commiffary who fhall willing-

ly fign, direft, or allow the figning of the mufter rolls, wherein

fuch falfe mufter is contained, fhall upon proof made thereof by
two witnefTes before a general court martial, be cafhiered, and
fhall be thereby utterly difabled to have or hold any office or em-
ployment in the ferviceofthe United States.

Art. 6. Any commiffary who fhall be convifted of having ta-

ken money or any other thing by Way of gratification on the muf-

tering any regiment, troop or company, or on the figning the

mufter rolls, fhall be difplaced from his office, and fhall be there-

by utterly difabled to have or hold any office or employment under

the United States.

Art. 7. Any officer who fhall prefume to mufter any perfon as

a foldier who is at other times accuftomed to wear a livery, or who
does not aftually do his duty as a foldier, fhall be deemed guilty of

having made a falfe mufter, and fhall fufFer accordingly.

SECTION V.

Art. I. Every officer who fhall knowingly make a falfe return

to the Congrefs, or any committee thereof, to the commander in

chief of the forces ofthe United States, or to any his fuperior of-

ficer authorifed to call for fuch returns, ofthe ftate ofthe regiment,

troop or company, or garrifon, under his command, or of arms,

ammunition, clothing, or other ftores thereunto belonging, fhall

by a court martial be cafhiered.

Art. 2. The commanding officer of every regiment, troop or

independent company, or garrifon ofthe United States, fhall, in

the beginning of every month, remit to the commander in chief of

the American forces and to the Congrefs, an exad; return of the

ftate
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fi-ate of the regiment, troop, independent company, or garrifon

under his command, fpecifying the names of the officers not then

refiding at their pofts, and the reafon for, and time of, their

abfence : Whoever fhall be convidled of having, through negle6t

of deficrn, omitted the fending fuch returns, (hall be punifiied

according to the nature of his crime, by the judgment of a gene-

ral court martial.

SECTION VI.

Art. 1. All officers and foldiers, who having received j!)ay,

or having been duly inlifted in the fervice of the United States,

fhall be convicted of having deferted the fame, (hall fuffer death,

or fuch other puniihment as by a court martial (hall be inflifted.

Art. 2. Any non-commifTioned oaicer or foidier, who fhall,

Vrithout leave from his commanding officer, abfent himfelf frotn

his troop or company, or from any detachment with which he
fhall be commanded, ihall, upon being convifted thereof, be pun-
ifhed according to the nature of his oflence at the dilcreticn of a

court martial.

Art. 3. No non commifiioned ofHcer or foidier fhall inliO; him-
felf in any other regim.ent, troop or company, without a regvilar

difcharge from the regiment, troop or company, in which he lalt

ferved, on the penalty of being reputed a deferterj and fufFering

accordingly : And in cafe any officer fhall knowingly receive and.

entertain fuch non^commiffioned officer or foidier, or fliall net,

after his being difcovered to be a deferter, immediately confine

him, and give notice thereof to the corps in which he lafl ferved,

he, the faid officer, fo offending, fhall by a court martial be ca-

fbiered.

Art. 4. Whatfoever officer or foidier fhall be convicted of
having advifed or perfuaded any other officer or foidier to defeit

the fervice of the United States, fhall fuffer fuch punifhment as

fJiall be inflifted upon him by the fentence of a court martial.

SECTION VII.

Art. \, No officer or foidier fhall life any reproachful or pro-

voking fpeeches or geflures to another, upon painj if an officer,

of being put in arrefl ; if a foidier, imprifoned,- and of aflcing par-

don of the party offended, in the prefence of his commanding of-

ficer.

Art. 2. No offi-cer or foidier fhall prefume to fend a challenge

to any other officer or foidier, to fight a duel, upon pain, if a

commiffioned officer, of being cafhiercd, if a non-commiffioned of-

ficer or foidier, offuffering corporal punlfliment, at the difcretioa

of a court-martial.

Art. 3. If any commiffioned or non-commlffioned officer com-
manding a guard, fliall knowingly and willingly fufver any perfon
T/hatfoever to go forth to fight a duel, he fhall be punifhed as a~

challenger: And likewife all feconds, promoters, and carriers of
Vol. II. A3 challenge
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challenges, in order to duels fhall be deemed as principals, and be
punifhed accordingly.

Art. 4. Ail oiBcers of what condition foever have power tp

part and qnell all quarrel.-;, frays, and diforders, though the per-

fons concerned fiiould belong to another regiment, troop or com-
pany ; and either to order officers into arreft or non-commiffioned

officers or foldiers to prifon, till their proper fuperior officers fhall

be acquainted therewith ; and whofoever ftall refufe to obey fuch,

officer (though of an inferior rank) or fliall draw his fword upon
him, fhall be puniflied at the difcretion of a general court martial.

/Irt. 5. V7hatfoever officer or foldier fliall upbraid another for

refufing a challenge, fliall himfelf be puniflied as a challenger;

and all officers and foldiers are hereby difcharged of any difgrace

or opinion of difadvantage, which might arife from their having

refufed to accept of challenges, as they will only have afted in o-

bedience to the orders of Congrefs, and done their duty as good
foldiers, who lubje6l themfelves to difcipline.

SECTION VIIL
Art. I. No futtler fliall be permitted to fell any kind ofliquors

or victuals, or to keep their houfes or fhops open, for the enter-

tainment of foldiers, after nine at night, or before the beating of

the reveilles, or upon Sundays, during divine fervice or fermon,

on the penalty of being difmiffed from all future futtling

Art. 2. All officers, foldiers and futtlers, fhall have full liber-

ty to bring into any of the forts or garrifons of the United Ameri-

can States, any quantity or fpecies of provlfions, eatable or drink-

able, except whtrre any contract; or contrafts are or fhall be enter-

ed into by Congrefs, or by their order, for furnlfhing fuch provl-

fions, and with refpeft only to the fpecies of provlfions fo contrac-

ted for.

Art. 3. All officers commanding In the forts, barracks, or

garrifons of the United States, are hereby required to fee, that

the perfons permitted to futtle fhall fupply the foldiers with good

and vvholefome provlfions at the market price, as they fliall be an-

fwerable for their negletl:.

Art. 4. No officers commanding in any of the garrifons, forts,

or barracks of the Unifed States, fhall either themfelves exa6l ex-

orbitant prices for houfes or iialls let out to futtlers, or fliall con-

nive at the like exaclions in others ; nor by their own authority,

and for their private advantage, fnall they lay any duty or inipoii-

tion upon, or be interefted in the fale of fuch viftuals, liquors or

other neccffaries of life, which are brought into thegarrlfon, fort,

or barracks, for the ufe of the foldiers, on the penalty of being

difcharged from the fervice.

SECTION IX.

A?-t. T. Every officer commanding In quarters, garrifons, or

on a march, fliall keep good order, and to the utmoll of his pow-
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«r redrefs all fuch abufes or diforders which may be committed by
any officer or foldier under his command ; if upon complaint made
to him of officers or foldiers beating orotherwife ill treating any
perfon ; of diilurbing fairs or markets, or of committing any kind

of riots to the difquicting of the good people of the United States;

he the laid commander, who Ihall refiii'e or omit to fee juftice done
on the offender or offenders, and reparation made to the party or

parties injured, as far as part of the offender's pay fhall enable him
or them, fliall upon proof thereof be puniilied by a general court

martial, as if he himieif had committed the crimes or diforders

complained of.

SECTION X.
Art. I. Whenever any officer or foldier fhall be accu fed of a

capital crime, or of having ufed violence, or committed any of-

fence againft the perfons or property of the good people of any of
the United American States, fuch as is punifiiable by the known
laws of the land, the commanding oiEcer and officers of every regi-

ment, troop, or party, to which the perfon or perfons {o accufed

fhall belong, are hereby required, upon application duly made by
or in behalf of the party or parties injured, to ufe his utmoll endea-

vours to deliver over fuch accufed perfon or perfons to the civil

magiflrate ; and likcwife to be aiding and affifting to the officers of

juflice in apprehending and fecuring the perfon or perfons fo ac-

cufed, in order to brine them to a trial. If anv commanding
officer or officers fhall wilfully negleft or fliall refufe, upon the

application aforefaid, to deliver over fuch accufed perfon or per-

fons to the civil magiflrates, or to be aiding and affiil;ing to the

officers ofjuitice in apprehending fuch perfon or perfons, the of-

ficer or officers fo offending fliall be cafhiered.

Art. 2. No officer fhall protect any perfon from his creditors

on the pretence of his being a foldier, nor anv non-commiffioned

officer or foldier who does not actually do all duties as fuch, and
no farther than is allowed by a refolution of Congrefs, bearing

date the 26th day of December, 1775 : -^"7 officer offending

herein, being cohvidled thereof before a court martial, faall be
cafhiered.

SECTION XL
Art. I. If any officer fhall think himfelf to be wronged by his

colonel or the commanding officer of the regiment, and fliall upon
due application made to him, be refufed to be redreffed, he may
complain to the general, commanding in chief the forces of the

United States, in order to obtain juftice, who is hereby required to

examine into the faid complaint, and either by hinifelf or the board
of war, to make report to Congrefs thereupon, in order to receive

further direftions.

Art. 2. If any inferior officer or foldier fliall think himfelf

wronged by his captain, or other officer commanding the troop-or

company
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company to which he belongs, he is to complain thereof to tha

commanding officer of the regiment, who is hereby required to

furnmon a regimental court martial, for the doing juftice to the

complainant ; from which regimental court martial either party

may, if he thinks himfelf ftill aggrieved, appeal to a general court

martial : But if, upon a fecond hearing, the appeal fliall appear

to be vexatious and groundlefs, the perlon fo appealing (liall be

punlilied at the difcretion of the fald general court martial.

SECTION XII.
Art. I. Whatfoever commiffioned oificer, ftore keeper, or

comraiiTary, fliall be convitted at a general court martial of having

fold (without a proper order for that purpofe) embezzled, mifap-

piied, or wilfully, or through negleCt, fuftered any of the provi-

fions, forage, arms, cloatliing, ammunition, or other military

ftores belonging to the United States, to be fpoiled or damaged,
the faid otricer, ftore keeper, or commiiTary fo offending, ihall,

at his ow^n charge, make good the lofs or damage, fhail moreover

forfeit all his pay and be difmiffed from the fervice.

Art. 2. Whatfoever non -commiffioned officer or foldler fhall be

convicted at a regimental court martial of having fold, or defign-

edly, or through negleifl, v^atled the ammunition delivered out to

him to be employed in the fervice of the United States, fliall, if a

noii-commiffioned officer, be reduced to a private centinel, and

fhall befides fiiffer corporal ounifliment, in the fam.e manner as a

private centiiiel fo offending, at the difcretion of a regimental

court rnai'tial.

Art. 3. Every non-commiffi.oned officer or foldier who fliall

be convicted at a court martial of having fold, loft or fpoiled,

through negleft, his horfe, arms, clothes or accoutrements, fhall

undergo fuch weekly ftoppages (not exceeding the half of his pay)

as a court martial fhall judge fufficient for repairing the lofs or da-

mage ; and fliall fufFer imprifonment, or fuch other corporal pun-

iffiment as his crime fliall deferve.

Art. 4. Every officer Vv'ho fhall be convifted at a court martial

ef having embezzled or mifapplied any money with which he may
have been intrufted for the payment of the men under his command,
or for enliiline rncn into the fervice, if a commiffioned officer fhall

be cafhiered and compelled to refund the money, ix a non-com-

Tniffioned officer fhall be reduced to fcrve in the ranks as a private

foldier, be put under ftoppages until the money be made good,

and fufFer fuch corporal punifhment (not extending to life or limb)

as the court martial fhall think fit.

Art. 5. Every captain of a troop or company, is charged

U'ith the arms, accoutrements, ammunition, clothing or other

warlike ftores belonging to the troop or company under his com-

mand, which he is to be accountable for to his colonel, in cafe of

their being loft, fpoiled or damaged, ngt by unavoidable acci-?

deutSj or on actual krvice. SECTION
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SECTION xiri.
Art. I. All non-commiffioned officers and foldiers, who Hiall

be found one mile from the camp, without leave in writing from

their commanding officer, fliall fuffer fuch punifhment as fhall be

inflicled upon them by the fentence of a court-martial.

Art. 2. No officer or foldier fhall lie out of his quarters, garri-

fon or camp, without leave from his fuperior officer, upon penalty

of being puniflied according to the nature of his offence by the

fentence of a court martial.

Art. 3. Evex'y non-commifTioned officer and foldier fhall retire

to his quarters or tent at the beating of the retreat ; in default of

vvrhich, he fliall be pur.iflied according to the nature of his offence,

by the commanding officer.

Art. 4. No officer, non-commiffioned ofiicer, or foldier, fhall

fail of repairing, at the time fixed, to the place of parade of exer-

cife, or other rendezvous appointed by his commanding ofiicer, if

not prevented by ficknefs, or fome other evident neceffity ; or fliall

go from the faid place of rendezvous, or from his guard, without

leave from his commanding officer, before he fhall be regularly dif-

miffed or relieved, on the penalty of being punifhed according to

the nature of his offence, by the fentence of a court martial.

Art. 5. Whatever comminioned ofiicer fiiall be found drunk
on his guard, party, or ether duty under arms, fliall be cafliiered

for it ; any non-commilfioned officer or foldier fo offending, fiiall

fuffer fuch corporal pnnifliment as fliall be inflfdled by the fentence

of a court martial.

Art. 6. Whatever centinel fiiall be found fleeping upon his

poU, or fhall leave it before he fhall be regularly relieved, fhall fuf-

fer death, or fuch other punifliment as fliall be inflifted by the fen^

tence of a court martial.

Art. 7 No foldier belonging to any regiment, troop or com-
pany, fliall hire another to do hio duty for him, or be exciifed

from duty, but in cafe of ficknefs, difability or leave of abfence
;

and every fuch foldier found guilty of hiring his duty, as alfo the

party fo hired to do another's duty, fhall be punifiied at the next

regimental court martial.

Art. 8. And every non-commiffioned officer conniving at fuch

hiring of duty as aforefaid, fliall be reduced for it ; and every

eommiflioned officer, knovving and allowing of fuch ill practices in

the fervice, fhall be punifhed by the judgment of a general court

martial.

Art. 9. Any perfon belonging to the forces employed in the

fervice of the United States, who, by difcharging of fire arms,

drawing of fvvords, beating of drums, or by any other means
whatfoever, fhall occauon falfe alarms in camp, garrifon, or quar-

ters, fhall fuffer death, or fuch other punifhment as fhall be order-

ed by the fentence of a general court martial.

Art,
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Art. 10. Any officer or foldier who fliall, without urgent ne-

ceflity, or without the leave of his fuperior officer, quit his platoon

or divifion, fhall be punifhed according to the nature of his offence

by the fentence of a court martial.

Art. II. No officer or foldier fliall do violence to any perfon

who brings provifions or other neceflaries to the camp, garrifon or

quarters of the forces of the United States employed in parts out

of faid ftates, on pain of death, or fuch other punifhment as a

court martial fliall direft.

Art. 12. Whatfoever officer or foldier fliall mifbehave Kimfelf

fcefore the enemy, or fhamefully abandon any poft committed td

his charge, or fhall fpeak words inducing others to do the like,

iliall fuffer death.

Art. 13. Whatfoever officer or foldier fliall mifbehave hirafelf

before the enemy, and run away, or fhamefully abandon any fort,

poft, or guard, which he or they fhall be commanded to defend,

or fpeak words inducing others to do the like; or who, after vic-

tory, fhall quit his commanding officer, or poft, to plunder and
pillage: Every fuch offender, being duly convifted thereof, fhall'

be reputed a difobeyer of military orders ; and fhall fufter death or

fuch other punifhment as by a general court martial fhall be in-

fiidled on him.

Art. 14. Any perfon belonging to the forces of the United

States, who fhall cafl away his arms and ammunition, fhall fuffer

death, or fuch other punifliment as fhall be ordered by the fentence

of a general court martial.

Art, 15. Any perfon belonging to the forces of the United

States, who fhall make known the watch-word to any perfon who
Is not entitled to receive it according to the rules and difclpline of

war, or fhall prefume to give a parole or watch-word different from

what he received, fliall fuffer death, or fuch other punifhnlent a*

fliall be ordered by the fentence of a general court martial.

Art, 16. All officers and foldlers are to behave themfelves or-

derly in quarters, and on their march; and whofoever fhall com-

mit any wafte or fpoil, either in walks of trees, parks., warrens,

fifh-ponds, houfes or gardens, corn-fields, enclofures or meadows,

or fhall malicioul]y deftroy any property whatfoever belonging to

the good people of the United States, unlefs by order of the then

commander in chief of the forces of the faid ftates to annoy rebels

or other enemies in arms againft faid ftates, he or they that fliall

be found guilty of offending herein, fhall (befides fuch penalties

as they are liable to by law) be punlflied according to the nature

and degree of the offence, by the judgment of a regimental or

general court martial.

Art. 17. Whofoever belonging to the forces of the United

States employed in foreign parts fhall force a fafe guard, fhall

lufFer death.

Art. iS.
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Art. 18. Whofoever fhall relieve the enemy with money, vic-

tuals, or ammunition, or lliall knowingly harbour or protedl an

enemy, fhall fuffer death, or fuch other punilhment as by a court

martial Ihall be inflidled.

Jrt. 19. Whofoever fhall be convifhed of holding correfpond-

cnce with, or giving intelligence to, the enemy, either direftly or

indireftly, fhall fuffer death, or fuch other punilhment as by a

court martial fhall be inflicled.

Art, 20. All public flores taken in the enemy's camp, towns,

forts or magazines, whether of artillery, ammunition, cloathino-,

forage, or provifions, fhall be fecured for the fervice of the United

Slates; for the negledl of which the commanders in chief are to

be anfwerable.

Art. 21. If any ofScer or foldier fhall leave his pofl or colours

to go in fearch of plunder, he fhall, upon being convifted thereof

before a general court martial, fuffer death, or fuch other punifh-

ment as by a court martial fliall be inflifted.

Art. 22. If any commander of any garrifon, fortrefs or poft,

fhall be compelled by the officers or foldiers under his command to

give up to the enemy, or to abandon it, the commlffioned officers,

non-commiffioned officers or foldiers who ihall be convicted of hav-

ing fo offended, fliall fuffer death or fuch other punifhraent as fiiall

be inflifted upon them by the fentence of a court martial.

Art, 23. All futtlers and retainers to a camp, and all perfons

whatfoever ferving with the armies of the United States in the field,

though no inlifted foldiers, are to be fubjeii to orders, according

to the rules and difcipline of war.

Art. 2Af Officers having brevets, or commifTions of a prior date

to thofe of the regiment in which they now ferve, may take place

in courts martial and on detachments, when compofed of different

corps, according to the ranks given them in their brevets or dates

of their former commlffions; but in the regiment, troop or com-
pany to which fuch brevet officers and thofe who have cnmrniffions

of a prior date do belong, they ihall do duty and take rank both on

courts martial and on detachments which fliall be compofed only

of their own corps according to the commiffions by which they arc

muflered \w the faid corps.

Art. 25. If upon marches, guards, or in quarters, different

corps fhall happen to join or do duty together, the eldeft officer

by commiffion there, on duty, or in quarters, fnall command the

)vhoie, and give out orders for what is needful to the fervice; re-

gard being always had to the feyeral ranks of thofe corps, and the

pofts they ufually occupy.

Art, 26. And in like manner alfo, if any regiments, troops or

detachments of horfe or foot ihall happen to march with, or be

encam.ped or quartered with any bodies or detachments of other

troops in the fervice of the United States, the eldeff officer, with-

out
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out refped to corps, fhall take upon him the command of the
whole, and give the necefTary orders to the fervice.

SECTION XIV.
Jrt. r. A general court martial in the United States fhall not

Gonfifl of lefs than thirteen commiffioned officers, and the prefident

of fuch court martial fliall not be the commander in chief or com-
mandant of the garrifon where the offender fhall be tried, nor be
under the des;ree of a field officer.

Art. 2. The members both of general and ;-egimental courts

martial fliall, when belonging to different corps, take the fame
rank v/hich they hold in the army ; but when courts martial fhall

be compofed of officers of one corps, they fhall take their ranks ac-*

cording to the dates of the commiffions, by which they are muf-
tered in the faid corps.

Art. 3. The judge advocate general, or fome perfon deputed
by him, fnall profecute in the name of the United States of Ame-
rica ; and in trials of offenders by general courts martial, admi-
nifter to each member the following oaths :

Tou Jloall ixiell atid truly try a7id determine, according to your evi-

dence, the matter noiv before you, bet'vjeen the United States cfAme-
rica, and the prifofiers to be tried. So helpyou God.

Toil A. B. dofvjear. That you 'will duly adininijler jujlice accor-

ding to the rules and articles for the better govern?nent of the forces

ef the United States of America, without partiality, favour, or af-

fe^iion ; and ifany doubt fhall arife, ivhich is not explained by the

faid articles, according to your confcience, the left ofyour underflan-

diiig, attd the cuflojn ofnuar in the like cafes. Andyou do further

fhvear, that you 'will not divulge thefentence of the court, until it

fljall be approved ofby the general, or commander in chief; neither

•willyou, tipon any account, at any tiiJie nvhatfoever, difclofe or dif-

eover the vote or opinion ofany particular member ofthe court niartialy

unlefs required to give evidence thereofas a ivitnefs by a court ofjuf-

ticc, in a due courfe oflam}. So help you God.

And as foon as the faid oath fhall have been adminiftered to the

refpeflive members, the preiident of the court fhall adrainifter to

the judge advocate, or perfon officiating as fuch, an oath in the

following words :

Tou A. B. do fwear. That you ivill not upon any account, at any

time 'Vjhdtjoevcr, difclofe or difcover the vote or opinion of any parti-

cular 'memher of the court martial, unlefs required to give evidence

thereof, as a luitnefs, by a court ofjufiicc, in a due courfe oflaiv.

So helpyou God.

Art. 4. All the members of a court martial are to behave

with calmnefs and decency ; and in the giving of their votes, are

to begin with the youngeilin commifiion.

Art. 5. All perfons who give evidence before a general court

martial, are to be examined upon oath ; and no fentence of death

(hall
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{hall be given againft any offender by any general court martialj

unlefs two thirds of the officers prefent (hall concur therein.

Art, 6. All perfons called to give evidence, in any caufe, be-

fore a court martial, who (hall refufe to give evidence, (hall be
punifhed for fuch refiifal, at the difcretion of fnch court martial :

The oath to be adminiilered in the following form, viz.

Tou fwear the evidence you Jhallgive in the caiife noio in hearing

,

Jhall he the truth, the 'whole truth, and nothing hut the truth. So

help you God.

Art. 7. No field officer fhall be tried by an)'' perfon under the

degree of a captain ; nor (hall any proceedings or trials be carried

on excepting between the hours of eight in the morning and of
three in the afternoon, except in cafes which require an immediate
example.

Art. 8. No fentence of a general court martial fhall be put in

execution, till after a report fhall be made of the whole proceed-

ings to Congrefs, or to the general or commander in chief of the

forces of the United States, and their or his direftions be fignified

thereupon.

Art. 9. For the more equitable decifion of difputes which may
arife between officers and foldiers belonging to different corps, it

is hereby directed, That the courts martial fhall be equally com*
pofed of officers belonging to the corps in which the parties in

queflion do then ferve ; and that the prefidents fliall be taken by
turns, beginning with that corps which fhall be eldeft in rank.

Art. 10. The eommiffioned officers of every regiment may by
the appointment of their colonel or commanding officer, hold re-

giraental courts martial for the enquiring into fuch dlfputes, Or

criminal matters, as may come before them, and for the inflifting

corporal punifhments for fmall offences, and fhall give judgment
by the majority of voices ; but no fentence fliall be executed till

the commanding officer (not being a member of the court martial)

or the commandant of the garrifon, fliall have confirmed the fame.

Art. II. No regimental court martial fhall confifh of lefs than

five officers, excepting in cafes where that number cannot conve-

niently be aflembled, when three may be fuffi-cient ; who are like-

wife to determine upon the fentence by the majority of voices
;

which fentence is to be confirmed by the commanding officer of

the regiment, not being a member of the court martial.

Art. 12. Every officer commanding in any of the forts, bar-

racks, or elfewhere, where the corps under his command confifls

of detachments from different regiments, or of independant com-
panies, may affemble courts martial for the trial of offenders in

the fame manner as if they were regimental, whofe fentence is not

to be executed until it fliall be confirmed by the faid commanding
officer.

Vol. IL B ? Art.
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Art. 13. No commiffioned officer fhall be cafliiered or difmif*

fed from the fervice, excepting by an order from the Congrefs*

or by the fentKnce of a general court martial ; but non-commif-

fioned officers may be difcharged as private foldiers, and, by the

order of the colonel of the regiment, or by the fentence of a regi-

mental court martial, be reduced to private centinels.

Art. 14. No perfon whatever fhall ufe menacing words, figns,

or geftures, in the prefence of a court martial vyhen fitting, or (hall

caufe any diforder or riot, fo as to difturb their proceedings, on

the penalty of being puniflied at the difcretion of the faid court

martial.

Art. 15. To the end that offenders may be brought to juftice,

it is hereby direfted, That whenever any officer or foldier fhall

commit a crime deferving punifhment, he fhall, by his command-
ing officer, if an officer, be put in arreft ; if a non-commiffioned

officer or foldier, be imprifoned till he fiiall be either tried by a

court martial, or flriall be lawfully difcharged by a pi'oper authori-

Art. 16. No officer or foldier who fhall be put in arreft or im-

prifonment, fhall continue in his confinement more than eight

days, or till fuch time as a court martial can be conveniently af-

fembled.

Art. 17. No officer commanding a guard, or provoft-martial,

fliall refufe to receive, or keep any prifoner committed to his

charge, by any officer belonging to the forces of the United

States; which officer fhall, at the fame time, deliver an account

in writing, figned by himfelf, of the crime with which the faid

prifoner is charged.

Art. 18. No officer commanding a guard, or provoft-martial,

fhall prelume to releafe any prifoner committed to his charge

without proper authority for fo doing ; nor fhall he fuffer any pri-

foner to efcape, on the penalty of being punifhed for it by the

fentence of a court martial.

Art. 19. Every officer or provoft-martial to whofe charge

prifoners fhall be committed, is hereby required, within twenty-

tour hours after fuch commitment, or as foon as he fhall be reliev-

ed from his guard, to give in writing to the colonel of the regi-

ment to whom the prifoner belongs (where the prifoner is confined

upon the guard belonging to the faid regiment, and that his of-

fence only relates to the negleft of duty in his own corps) or to

the commander in chief, their names, their crimes, and the names
of the officers who committed them, on the penalty of his being

punifhed for his difobedience or negleft, at the difcretion of a

court martial.

Art. 20. And if any officer under arreft fliall leave his con-

finement before he is fet at liberty by the ofncer who confined

him, or by a fuperior power, he fhaii be caftiiered for it.

f Art.
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Art. 2 1. Whatfoever commiffioned officer fhal] be convifted

before a general court martial, of behaving in a fcandalous, infa-

mous manner, fuch as is unbecoming the charafter of an officer

aad a gentleman, fliail be difcharged from the fervice.

Art, 22. In all cafes where a commiffioned officer is cafhiercd

for cowardice, or fraud, it fhall be added in the punifliment, that

the crime, name, place of abode, and punifhment of the delin-

quent be publifhed in the news-papers, in and about the camp,

and of that particular ftate from which the offender came or ufually

relides : After which it Ihall be deemed fcandalous for any officer

to afTociate with him,

S E C T I O N XV.
Art. I. When any commiffioned officer fhall happen to die,

er be killed in the fervice of the United States, the major of the

regiment, or the officer doing the major's duty in his abfence,

ihall immediately fecure all his effects or equipage then in camp or

quarters ; and fhall before the next regimental court martial make
an inventory thereof, and forthwith tranfmit the fame to the office

of the board of war, to the end that his executors may, after pay-

ment of his debts in quarters, and interment, receive the overplus,

if any be, to his or their ufe.

Art. 2. When any non-commiffioned officer or foldier fhall

happen to die, or to be killed in the fervice of the United States,

the then commanding officer of the troop or company fliall, in the

prefence of tw<j other commifiioned officers, take an account of

whatever effefts he dies pofTefTed of, above his regimental cloath-

itig, arms, and accoutrements, and tranfmit the fame to the office

of the board at war ; which faid effefts are to be accounted for,

and paid to, the reprefentative of fuch deceafed non-commiffioned

officer or foldier. And in cafe any of the officers, foauthorifed to

take care of the efFefts of dead officers and foldiers, fhould, before

they fhall have accounted to their reprefentatives for the fame,

have occafion to leave the regiment, by preferment or otherwife,

they fhall, before they be permitted to quit the fame, depofit in

the hands of the commanding officer or of the agent of the regi-

ment, all the effefts of fuch deceafed non-commiflioned officers

and foldiers, in order that the fame may be fecurcd for, and paid

to, their refpedive reprefentatives.

SECTION XVL
Art. I. All officers, conduftors, gunners, matroffes, drivers,

or any other perfons whatfoever, receiving pay or hire in the fer-

vice of the artillery of the United States, fnall be governed by the

aforefaid rules and articles, and fliall be fubjeft to be tried by
courts martial, in like manner with the officers and foldiers of the

other troops in the fervice of the United States.

Art. 2. For differences arinng amongfl themfelves, or in mat-

ters relating folely to their own corps, the courts martial may be

compofed
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compofed of their own officers ; but where a nutrber fufficient of

fuch officers cannot be affembled, or in matters wherein other corps

are interelted, the officers of artillery Ihall fit in courts martial with

the officers of the other corps, taking their rank according to the

dates of their refpeftive coramiffions and no otherwife.

SECTION XVII.
Art^ I. The officers and foldiers of any troops, whether mi-

nute-men, militia, or others being muftered and in continental pay,

ffiall, at all times, and in all places, when joined or afting in con-

junftion with the regular forces of the United States, be governed

by thefe rules or articles of war, and fhall be fubjei^ to be tried by
courts martial in like manner with the officers and foldiers in the

regular forces, fave only that fuch courts martial fliall be compofed
entirely of militia officers of the fame provincial corps with the

offender.

That fuch militia and minute-men as are now in fervlce, and
have by particular contraft with their refpeftive dates engaged to

be governed by particular regulations while in continental fervice,

ihall not be fubjetl to the above articles of war.

Art. 2, For the future all general officers and colonels, ferving

by commiffion from the authority of any particular ftate, fhall, on

all detachments, courts martial, or other duty, wherein they may
be employed in conjunction with the regular forces of the United

States, take rank next after all generals and colonels ferving by
commiffions from Congrefs, though the commiffions of fuch parti-

cular generals and colonels fhould be of elder date : and in like

manner, lieutenant colonels, majors, captains, and other inferior

officers ferving by commiffion from any particular flate, fliall on
all detachm.ents, courts martial, or other duty, wherein they may
be employed in conjunAion with the regular forces of the United
States, have rank next after all officers of the like rank ferving by
coramiffions from Congrefs, thou2;h the commiffions of fuch lieu-

tenant colonels, majors, captains, and other inferior officers, fhould

be of elder date to thofe of the like rank from Congrefs.

SECTION XVIII.
Art. I. The aforegoing articles are to be read and publifhed

once in every two months at the head of every regiment, troop or

company, muftered, or to be muftered in the fervice of the United

States; and are to beduly obferved and exactly obeyed by all of-

ficers and foldiers who are or fhall be in the faid fervice.

Art. 2. The general, or commander in chief for the time being,

fhall have full power of pardoning, or mitigating any of the punifh-

ments ordered to be infliiSed, for any of the offences mentioned iq

the foregoing articles; and every offender convidled as aforcfaid,

by any regimental court martial, may be pardoned, or have his

punifhment mitigated by the colonel, or officer commanding the

regiment.

Art. 3.



September, ryyd. 381

Art. 3. No perfon Hi all be fentenced to fuffcr death, except in

the cafes exprefsly mentioned in the foregoing articles; nor fhall

more than one hundred lajhe^ be inflicted on any offender at the dif-

cretion of a court martial.

That every judge advocate, or perfon officiating as fiich, at any

general court martial, do, and he is hereby required to tranfmit,

with as much expedition as the opportunity of time and diilance of

place can admit, the original proceedings andfentence of fuch court

martial to the fecretary at war, which faid original proceedings

and fentence fliall be carefully kept and preferved in the office of

faid fecretary, to the end that perfons intitled thereto may be en-

abled, upon application to the faid office, to obtain copies thereof.

That the party tried by any general court martial fhall be in-

titled to a copy of the fentence and proceedings of fuch court mar-
tial, upon demand thereof made by himfelf or by any other per-

fon or perfons on his behalf, whether fuch fentence be approved

or not.

Art. 4. The field officers of each and every regiment are to

appoint fome fuitable perfon belonging to fuch regiment, to re-

ceive all fuch fines as may arife within the fame, for any breach of

any of the foregoing articles, and fliall direft the fame to be care-

fully and properly applied to the relief of fuch Tick, wounded or

neceffitous foldiers as belong to fuch regiments; and fuch perfon

fhall account with fuch olficer, for all fines received, and the ap-

plication thereof.

Art, 5. All crimes not capital, and all diforders and neglefts,

which officers and foldiers may be guilty of, to the prejudice»of

good order and military difcipline, though not mentioned in the

above articles of war, are to be taken cognizance of by a general

or regimental court martial, according to the nature and degree of

the offence, and be punifhed at their discretion.

Ordered-, That the foregoing articles of war be immediately

publifhed.

Ordered, That the refolutions for raifing the new army be pub-
lifhed, and copies thereof fent to the commanding officers in the

feveral departments, and to the affemblies and conventions of the

refpeftive flatcs.

A petition frona Charles Roberts, commander of the fchooner

Thiftle, was read

:

Ordered to lie on the table.

Refolved, That the fum of 6700 dollars be advanced to the dele-

gates of New-York for the ufe of that flate ; the faid ftate to be

accountable.

Ordered, That Mr. Payne write to governor Trumbull, refpedl-

ing the prafticability of enlarging the furnace at Salifbury, for

cafling heavy cannon there, and requeil his opinion concerning

the fame.

The



382 Journals of Congress.

The delegates from New-York having communicated to Con-
grefs a letter of the 9th from the committee of fafety of that ftate,

with fundry papers inclofed :

Refolved, That a committee of three be appointed to take the

fame into coafideration, and report thereon with all convenient

difpatch

:

The members chofen, Mr. Chafe, Mr. Payne and Mr. Stockton.

Rejohed, That a committee of three be appointed to repair to

head-quarters near New-York, to enquire into the Hate of the

army, and the beft means of fupplying their wants :

The members chofen, Mr. Sherman, Mr. Gerry and Mr. Lewis.

Refolved, That an affiftant phyfician to Dr. Shippen be apr

pointed for the flying camp and troops in New-Jerfey, and that

his pay be 2 dollars and two thirds per day

:

The ballots being taken.

Dr. William Brown was elefted.

The feveral matters to this day referred, being poftponed:

Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday.

Monday, Septettiher 23, 1776.

A letter of the 20th and 2ifl from general Wafhington; two of

the 19th from J. Trumbull; one of the 2iftfrom the convention oi

Delaware; one of the^i4th from R. Varick; one of the 19th from
governor Livingllon; alfo, one of the ]4th from general Schuy-
ler, and one of the J9th from colonel Van Schaick, and one from

Dr. William Shippen, were read:

tOrdered, That the letter from Dr. Shippen be referred to the

medical committee, and the reft to the board of war-

Two petitions; one from colonel J. Stark, and the other from

Monf. Devourouy, were read, and referred to the board of war.

A petition from captain Archibald Hamilton was read, praying

that he may be permitted to return home, and refide with his wife

and children :

Refolved, That tlie prayer of the petition be granted.

Refolved, That two months pay be advanced to Monf. Colerus,

as major ; the fame to Monf. Malmedy, and two months pay to

Monf. de Vernejouz, as captain.

A letter from the fpeaker of the affembly of New-Jerfey, with

an extraft of a letter from Amboy, were read :

Ordered, That a copy of the letter from the affembly, and of

the enclofed letter from Amboy be fent to general Mercer; and
that he be defired to take fuch fteps as fliall effeilually introduce

order, and remove the complaints of the inhabitants of the ftate of

New-Jerfey.

Refolved^ That two members be, added to the committee on the

treafury: The ballots being taken,

Mr. 'Hooper and Mr. Ellery were elefted.

Refolved^
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Refolved, That a committee of three be appointed to devife ways

and means for providing cloathing and other neceiTaries for the

army :

The members chofen, Mr. R. H. Lee, Mr. Wythe and Mr.

R. Morris.

Two letters of the 22d from general Waftiington being received,

were read.

The committee, to whom were referred the feveral papers from

the convention of the ftate of New-York, brought in a report,

which was taken into confideration ; whereupon,

Refolved, That the German battalion be ordered immediately to

join the army under general Wafhingtou; and that the prefident

inform his excellency of their march, and delire that he will order

an equal number of men from his army, to garrifon the forts ia

the highlands.

Refolved, That Mr. J. Meafe be directed to fupply the German
battalion with fuch articles of cloathing as they may fl;and in need

of; the fame to be charged to their account, and deducted out of

the pay of the men :

That three tons of the fifteen tons of powder, lately ordered to

the northern army, and now on its way thither, be left at New-
Windfor in the ftate of New-York, and from thence conveyed to

fort Montgomery; and that five tons be immediately fent from the

city of Philadelphia:

That two companies of the marines lately ra^ifed & now in Phila-

delphia, be alfo ordered to march immediately to fort Montgomery:
That application be made to the council of fafety of the ftate of

Pennfylvania, to order one half of the artillery men, now in the

fervice of their ftate, to proceed to fort Montgomery as foon as

poffible:

That Congrefs approve the meafures adopted by the convention

of New-York, for the defence of the highlands, and will chear-

fully defray all the neceflary expences that may accrue.

The feveral matters to this day referred, being poftponed:

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Tuesday, Septe?nber 24, I77<^.

A petition from Benjamin Marftiall and brothers, and one frorft

John Hazard, were read, and referred to the marine comm.ittee,

A petition from Charles Startin was read:

Ordered to lie on the table.

The board of wur brought in a report, which was read:

Ordered to lie on the table.

The committee, to whom was referred the petition of colone!

Hazen, brought in a report, which was taken into confideration

;

whereupon,

R.folvecl, That colonel Hazen and lieutenant colonel Edward
Antill
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Antill be continued in their offices, in the army of the United

States, and that they recruit their regiment to the num'ber of a

battah'on on the continental eftablifhment :

That the fettlement of colonel Hazen's accounts of monies ad-

vanced by him, for the fervice of the United States in Canada, be

referred to the commiflloners appointed to audit at;counts in the

northern department:

That 1095 dollars be paid to colonel Hazen in full fatisfaftlon

for his net cattle, fheep, fwine, poultry, hay and other articles,

ailedged to have been taken and ufed for the benefit of the conti-

nental army near St. John's; which fum, together with 533 dol-

lars and one third already received by him on that account, is the

amount of the faid articles, as eftimated by commiffioners appoint-

ed by general Woofter for that purpofe, purfuant to an order of

Congrefs :

That the damages done to the buildings, farms, &c. by our

troops or thofe of the enemy, ought not to be paid, unlefs general

pro-vifion be made for compenfating all others, who, by means of

the war, have, in like manner, been damnified; which may be 9.

fubjeft worthy to be confidered, after the clofe of the war.

Refohed, That the committee be difcharged from enquiring in-

to what refpefts the conduct of general Arnold ; the Congrefs hav-

ing direfted general Wafhington to caufe an enquiry to be made
into the condufl; of the officers, who ferved in Canada-

Refohed, That a committee of five be appointed to devife way5

and means for efFe(3;ually providing the northern army with provi-

fionsand medicines, and fupplying their other neceffary wants:

The members chofen, Mr. Rufh, Mr. Hail, Mr. Chafe, Mr.

Johnfon and Mr. Stockton.

Refoived, That the medical committee be diredlcd to apply to

the council of fafety of Pennfylvania, for a quantity of medicines;

to be repaid in kind or in calh, as they (hall chufe.

The board of war brought in a farther report:

Ordered to lie on the table.

Congrefs refumed the confidefation of the inftru£lions to the

commiflloners, and the fame being debated by paragraphs and

amended, v/ere agreed to. •

Ordej-ed, That the committee of fecret correfpondence lay be-

fore Conprefs to-morrow morning the intelligence they have lately

received from abroad.

The feveral matters to this day referred, being poftpcned:

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Wednesday, Ssptemher 25, 1776.

Two letters from general L.ee; one of the 24th of Augufl: to

the prefident, the other of the 27th of the fame month to the board

of war, both dated at Savannah, being received, were read.

The
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The committee of the treafury reported, that there is due.

To John Bates, for 212 camp-kettles deh'vered to Gultavus Rif-

berg. affiftant to the deputy quarter-mafter general, 282 dollars

and fixty ninetieths

:

To Melchior Meng, for waggon -hire, carrying money to Al-
bany, with expences, going and returning, 117 dollars and feven

ninetieths:

To Samuel Jphnfon, for 1047 meals fupplied the militia on their

march to New-Jerfey, 104 dollars and lixty-three ninetieths:

To John Kerlin, for entertaining militia on their march to

New-Jerfey, 55 dollars and tvventy-feven ninetieths:

To Meflrs. St. Luke la Corn, major Cam.pbell and captain Fra=

zier, prifoners from Canada, for their allowance of two dollars a

week each, and for their three fervants at one dollar a week each,

from the 8th of July to the 23d of September, 17769 inclufive, 1

1

weeks, 90 dollars

:

To Peter Mather, for entertaining militia on their march to

New-Jerfey, 32 dollars and feventy-two ninetieths:

To Samuel Pews, for fupplying the militia with 269 meals of

viiluals, on their march to New-Jerfey, 26 dollars and eighty-one

ninetieths:

To Francis Lee, for the hire of a ftage-coach, agreeable to a

certificate of Richard PeterSj Efq; to convey peneral Prefcot and
general M'Donald, with their guard, 26 dollars and fixty nine-

tieths :

To Jacob Henkles, for fupplying troops with proYifions, on
their march to New-Jerfey, 215 dollars and fifty-two ninetieths:

To Robert Tolbert, 18 dollars and eighteen ninetieths, and to

Jofeph M'Kellup, 45 dollars and eighteen ninetieths, for enter-

taining troops on their march to New-Jerfey; both fums amount- •

ing to 63 dollars and thirty-fix ninetieths; to be paid to the faid.

Jofeph M'Kelhip:

To colonel Allen M'Donald of Kinpfboroug-h, and his fon Alex-
ander M'Donald, for their allowance of two dollars a week for 21

weeks, and for their fervants allowance, 21 weeks, at one dollar a

week, fettled to the 17th of September, 105 dollars:

To John Pluckrofe, for going exprefs from Congrefs to Charles-

town, South-Carolina, 132 dollars:

To the llevvard of the Pennfylvania bofpital, for boarding Wil-
liam \^'hiting, a wounded foldier, 4 weeks, by order of Congrefj,

5 dollars and thirty ninetieths:

To Jacob Peterman, to be paid to John Ebert, for 83 m.eals of
vi(Stuals fupplied the troops of the flying camp, on their march to
New-Jerfey, 8 dollars and twenty-tv/o ninetieths:

To Gunning Bedford, Efq; for his pay and rations, from the
17th of June to the 17th of September, 1776, being 3 months,
152 dollars and fixty-four ninetieths:

Ordered, That the faid accounts be paid.

Vol. IL
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The faid committee farther reported, that they have confidered

the petition of captain James Rofs to Congrefs, and are of opinion

that he fhould be credited with the following fums charged to his

account; he not having received the accounts in time, to make
the ftoppages, viz.

For fundry articles fupplied by Mr. Slough, amounting to 486
dollars and hxty-five ninetieths:

For drums, &c. by Simons and Henry, 17 dollars and twenty

four ninetieths

:

For cafh to a waggoner, by committee of Lancafter county, 66
dollars and fixty ninetieths :

For part of an account of expences of his company, on their

march to Cambridge, 17 dollars and feventy-eight ninetieths :

The whole amounting to 588 dollars and forty-feven ninetieths:

Ordered., That the faid fum be paifed to his credit.

Refolved, That an order for 40 dollars be drawn on the treafurer

in favour of Monf. P. Govert, as captain- lieutenant of artillery j

the fame being two months pay advanced, for which he is to be

accountable.

A letter from general Walhington, inclofing one from brigadier

general Green, and a return of the army, was read.

Refolved, That the captains or commanding oflicers of the com-
panies of the militia of Pennfylvania make up the pay-rolls of fuch

companies as have been > regularly difcharged from the camp ia

New-Jerfey, from the time of their being laft paid, with the ad-

dition of a day to each man, for every twenty miles between the

camp and his refpeftive place of abode; for which, an allowance

of one penny per mile is to be made, without rations or fubfiftance.

The fums due on the faid rolls to be attefted by the oaths or af-

firmations of the refpeftive captains or commanding officers, and

certified by one of their field officers. And the pay-mafter In Phi-

ladelphia is hereby direfted to difcharge the faid rolls, on certifi-

cates being produced from the commilTary of ftores at the flying

camp, and in this city, of the re-delivery of fuch of the public

ftores as have been received by the companies aforefaid, or the

regiments to which they refpeftively belong, or upon deducing

the amount thereof from the pay of thofe who have not returned

them:
That the captains or commanding ofBcers of fuch of the faid

militia, as are not yet returned from the camp, be direfted, when
difcharged, to procure from the commanding officer of the camp,

certificates of the fums due In their refpeftive rolls; and In every

other refpeft, the faid captains or commanding officers, and the

pay-mafters aforefaid, are to obferve the rules prefcribed in the

foregoing refolve for payment of the faid militia.

Refolved, That three gentlemen be appointed to audit and fettle

the accounts of the Pennfylvania militia:

The
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The ballots being taken, tJie following gentlemen were ehofen,

VIZ. Mr. P. Chevalier, Mr. J. Wilcox and Mr. James Meafe.

The committee appointed to devife ways and means for provid-

ing cloathing and other neceflaries for the army, brought in their

report, which was taken into confideration ; whereupon,

Refohed, That it be recommended to the general aflemblies and

conventions of the United -Slates, to forward to head-quarters the

cloathing, blankets and neceffaries, which they may have provided

in confequence of the refolution of Congrefs of the 19th of June

Uift, drawing on the prefident for the coil and conveyance thereof

;

in which, it is hoped the utmoft diligence and expedition will be

ufed, that thofe who expofe themfelves to danger in defending and

protefting their fellovir-citizens, may fuffer as little as poffible from

inclement feafons

:

That a committ'ee of Congrefs, confilling of one delegate from

each Hate, be appointed with authority to employ proper perfons

to purchafe, in their refpeftive ftates, a fufficient number of blan-

kets and woollens fit for foldiers cloaths, and that they take the

moft effeftual and fpeedy methods for getting fuch woollens made
up, and diftributed among the regular continental army, in fuch

proportion as will bell promote the public fervice: And that they

alfo purchafe all other neceflary cloathing for the foldiers, in fuch

proportion as they judge, upon the beft information, will be

wanted; and that the faid committee be authorifed to draw on the

prefident of Congrefs for the fums necefTary to execute this bufi-

nefs ; they to be accountabk for the amount of their draughts and
difl>urfements

:

That Mr. J. Meafe be dire£led immediately to fend to general

Gates all the white (hirts, fhoes and (lockings, he now has in his

poflTeffion, and which are unappropriated, for the ufe of the nor-

thern army, and that he ufe the utmoft diligence in buying, col-

lefting and getting made immediately as many more of thofe ar-

ticles as polhble, making weekly reports to Congrefs of what he
obtains :

That general Schuyler, or the commanding officer at Albany,
be defired to employ proper perfons immediately to make up into

foldiers cloaths the woollens mentioned in general Schuylei-'s letter

of the 29th of Auguft laft, and tranfmit the fame without delay to

the general commanding the northern army, for the ufe of fuch of
the troops in that army, as have enlifted for three years, or will

enlift during the war.

Refolved , That the commiffaries and quarter-mafter general,

and deputy quarter-mafters general and their afliftants in the feve-

ral departments, be dire£led to apply to Mr. Meafe for fuch arti-

cles of cloathing, camp equipage and other utenfils, which they
may want to purchafe in the ftate of Pennfylvania, for the ufe of
the army.

Cpngrefs
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Cohgrefs then proceeded to the appointment of the coftinflittee,

when the following gentlemen were chofen, viz.

Mr Bartlett, Mr. Paine, Mr. Ellery, Mr. Williams, Mr. Floyd,

Mr. Stockton, Mr. Rofs, Mr. M'Kean, Mr. Paca, Mr. Wythe,
Mr. Hewes, Mr. Middleton, and Mr. Hall.

Refohed, That lieutenant Boger and lieutenant Ball be releafed

from prifon on figningthe like parole, as the other officers prifon-

ers at York-Town m Pcnnfylvania.

Refohed, That the committee to whom was entrufled the care of

publifhing the journals of this houfci be impoweted to colledi: front

the feveral printers fuch parts of the faid journals as they have

printed, and lodge them with Robert Aitken for fale ; the feVeral

printers to be paid out of the fales in fiich m.anner as the commit-

tee fhall findjuil and equitable ; and that the faid committee make
a publication of the journals as far as printed, as foon as poffible.

.

The committee appointed to devife ways and means for jjroyid-

ing the northern army with provifions, medicines and other necef-

faries, brought in a report, which was taken into confideration ;

whereupon,

Refohed, That a committee be immediately fient to Ticonderoga;

that they give orders that a number of fheep, and a quantity of in-

dian meal, rice and oatmeal, and molaffes be immediately fent to

lake George and Ticonderoga ; that they endeavour to contraft

for the proviiions for the northern army, by the ration, the parti-

culars of which to be valued, and any part not fupplied, to be paid

for in money by the contra.dlor ; and that fuch contraA be made,

as far as may be, agreeable to the mode recommended by general

Schuyler in his letter to Congrefs of the 25th of Auguft : That the

committee confult with the commanding officer in the northern

department, and fuch other of the general officers as may be

thought proper on the beft mode to reinlift the army there, and to

provide barracks and cloathing for the troops, and efpecially that

they engage the goods mentioned by general Schuyler, and apply

fuch of them as may be necefTary for the northern army :

That the com.mittee be impowered to make regulations for the

hofpitals in the northern department, and to remove or fufpend a-

ny perfon employed therein, and to employ fuch as they may
think necefTary and proper : And that they report to Congrefs

the ftate and condition of the army, and any further regulations

which they may think necefTary, for the better government, and
fupplying the faid army :

That the committee confift of tvi'o, and that to-morrow be af-

figned for electing the faid committee.

Congrefs took into confideration the report of the board of war;
whereupon,

Refohed, That Mr. J. Meafe be directed to purchafe as many
tents, cam-p-kettles, canteens, and other camp-furniture, and as

much



SEtTEMfeER, I77S. 389

much cloathing as he can pofiibly procure for the uFe of the army

under the command of general Wafhington :

That captain James Rofs be appointed major in colonel Hand's

regiment, and that the other vacancies in that battalion be filled

up, as recommended by the colonel, in manner following, vli-

John Halliday, to be captain in the robrh of James Rofs promo-

ted
;

William Wilfon, to be firfl; lieutenant

;

John Doueherty, to be fecond lieutenant, and

Benjamin Lyon, to be third lieiitenant

;

John Dick, to be fecond lieutenant in the room of Jacob Zanch

tefigned ; and

Robert Cunningham, to be third lieutenant ; vice John Dick:

That the vacancies in colonel Ward's regiment of the Maffachu-

fets-Bay be filled up in the manner recommended by the colonel*

viz.

Captain James Mellen, to be major,—commiffion to be dated

from the time of doing duty, viz.

Captains, Ephraim Burr, —
Ebenezer Cleveland,

Nahum Ward, —
ill lieutenants, Baxter Howe,

Samuel Shelden, —
2d lieutenants, Jonathan Champeney,

Samuel Clofflin,

Enfigns, Jbnas Snow, —
Caleb NobJe, —
Jofeph Freeland, -

—

Chaplain, Ebenezer Cleavland,

Surgeon, Elihu Wright, —
Do. mate, Ifrael Whiting, —
That Leonard Ganfevort, jiihr. be appointed paymafter to co-

lonel van Schaick's reginient :

That Richard Varick, late captain in colonel M'Dougal'a regi-

ment, which office he refigned, fecretary to the honourable major-

general Schuyler, be appointed deputy miifter- mailer general to

the northern army : And
That major Henry Brockholft LivingHon, aid de camp to ge-

neral Schuyler, be provided for by Congvefs in a llation equal tf>

his merit, when a proper vacancy happens, he being recommended
by the general as a very deferving olScer : r

That the part of general Schuyler's letter referred to the board
of war, which relates to Indian affairs, be referred to the com-
mittee for Indian affairs :

That the commiffary general be dire£led to procure fuch quan-
tities of fait, and to buy, cure and lay iip in proper places fuch

quantities ofprovifions, as he Ihall judge ceceflary for the next

campaign

:

- That

Augull 15,
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That the commiflary general's letter relative to his having drawn
an order on Mr. prefident Hancock, in favour of colonel Lowry
for 60,000 dollars, be referred to the treasury board

:

That Monfr. Devourouy's petition be referred to the marine

committee

:

That the letters from his excellency governor Livingfton of
Nevi^-Jerfey, refpefting the payment of the militia, be referred to

the treafury board :

That fo much of general Arnold's letter to general Schuyler as

relates to cloathing, be referred to the committee for providing

cloathing for the army.

The committee appointed to fettle the rank of the captains and
fubalterns in the German battalion reported the fame, as follows,,

which was agreed to

;

Captains, Daniel Burkhart, Philip Grayblll, George Hubley,
Henry Fifter, Jacob Bonner, George Kaports, Benjamin Weifer,

William Keyfer, and David Woelpper.
Firft lieutenants, Frederic Rolwagen, John Lora, Peter Boyer,

Charles Bulfel, William Rice, Jacob Kotz, Jacob Bower, Samu-
el Gerock, and Bernard Hubley.

Second lieutenants, George Hawbecker, Chriftian Meyers,

John Landenberger, Michael Bayer, George Schaffer, Adam
Smith, Frederick Yeifer, William Ritter, and Philip Schrawder.

Enfigns, John Weidman, Martin Shugart, Chriftian Helm,
Jacob Crummet, Jacob Cramer, Paul Chriftman, Chriftopher

Godfrey Svvartz, and John Landenberger.

The committee appointed to hear and determine on the appeal

againft the fentence of condemnation pafled upon the fchooner

Thiftle, having reverfed the decree
;

Refohed, That a pafTport and fafe conduft be granted to

Charles Roberts, mafter of the fchooner Thiftle, for himfelf and

the faid fchooner, for the fpace of lixty days.

The feveral matters to this day referred, b^ing poftponed :

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Thursday, Septemher 26, 1776.

Congrefs proceeded to the eleclion of a committee to go to Ti-

conderoga, and the ballots being taken,

Mr. Stockton and Mr. Ciymer were elected.

Ordered, That the fecret committee deliver to lieutenant Pen-

dleton 8 lb. of powder, for the ufe of his company.

The committee of treafury reported that there is due.

To Jacob Shizens for half- ferriages of the militia and their bag-

gage over Nefhaminy ferry, 17 dollars and forty ninetieths :

To James M'Cree for boarding nine men of captain Grier's

company j8 days, at the rate of i dollar and one third per week,

50 dollcirs and ftventy-feven ninetieths :

To
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To John Teney for fupplying the militia with 201 meals

viftuals on their march to New-Jerfey, 20 dollars and nine nine-

tieths ; and to Philip Upright for fupplying them with 996 meals,

99 dollars and fifty-four ninetieths, both fums making 1 19 dollars

and fixty-three ninetieths, to be paid to Adam Kimmel ;

To John White Swift for two receipts of brigadier-general D.
Woofter, one dated 17th January for 240 dollars, and the other

8th March, for 25 half Johannes with intereft allowed thereon,

being 6 months, 18 days, at 6 per cent, amounts to 206 dollars

and fifty-four ninetieths, both fums making 446 dollars and fifty-

four ninetieths :

To John Shultz for boarding and lodging fundry continental

troops, 201 dollars and fixty ninetieths, and for boarding and
nurfing fundry fick troops, 29 dollars and forty ninetieths, both

fums making 231 dollars and nineteen ninetieths :

To captain Philip Graybill of the German battalion, the bal-

lance of his account for arms, accoutrements &c. for the ufe of his

company, and for provifions fupplied them on their march from
Maryland to Philadelphia, 1 168 dollars and five ninetieths, agree-

able to the following account, viz.

—

Amount of provifions account, 732 dollars and forty-one nine-

tieths :

Of which he received of the council of fafety of Maryland, 266
dollars and fixty ninetieths :

Of colonel Strieker, 327 dollars:

Of major Veltner, 100 dollars : 693 dollars and fixty nine-

tieths :

Ballance on this account, 38 dollars and feventy-one ninetieths:

Amount of arms, accoutrements, blankets, &c. 1129 dollars

and twenty-four ninetieths :

Amounting in the whole to 1 168 dollars and five ninetieths :

Ordered, That the faid accounts be paid.

Rejolved, That the committee appointed to fuperintend the pub-
lication of the journals, be empowered and inttrucSted to employ
Robert Aitken, to reprint the faid journals from the beginning

with all poflible expedition, and continue to print the fame : And
that this houfe will purchafe of him 500 copies of the faid journals

when reprinted ; and further that he be diredted to purchafe on
reafonable terms, fuch parts of the journals as Mr. Bradford, Siifc

and company, have printed and not yet publifhed, to be paid fo?

by the Congrefs.

Refolved, That general Wafhington be direfted to procure as

foon as poflible an exchange of the officers and foldiers taken on
Long-Ifland, for the fame number of Britifh officers and privates,

now prifoners to the United States.

The feveral matters to this day referred, being poftponed :

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Friday,
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Friday, September 27, 1776.

Two letters of the 24th and 25th from general Wafliingtoin

v^'ith (undry paper)^ inclofed; one of the 20th from the convention
of New-York; one of the 22d from Jof. Trumbull; one of the

25th from colonel John Shee inclofing his commiffion ; and one of
the 25th from Jon. B. Smith requefting leave to refign his office of
deputy mufter mafter-general, were laid before Congrefs and read.

Ordered, That the letters from general Wafhington be referredi

to a committee of five.

The members chofen, Mr. Wythe, Mr. Hopkinfon, Mr. Rut-
ledge, Mr. J. Adams, and Mr. Stoue.

Refolved, That 100,000 dollars be advanced to the deleg aesof

New-York for the ufe of that ftate, which is to be accountable.

Refolved, That the relignation of colonel J. Shee and Jonathan
B. Smith be accepted.

Certain refoluti.ons of the convention of New-York paffed the

20th of this month, being laid before Congrefs,

Ordered, That they be referred to a committee of three.

The members chofen, Mr. M'Keaa, Mc. Rutkdge, and Mr*
Hooper.

Refolved, That George M'Cabe in captain Douglafs company
in the flying camp be fent to Philadelphia, his fervice being ne-

ceflary to the marine committee.
Ordered, That the fecret committee deliver to the board of war

the care and cuftody of all arms, ammunition, and other warlike

ilores now under their care, or that may hereafter be imported or

purchafed by them for account of the United States of America.
Rejolved, That the marine committee be impowe/ed to purfue

fuch meafures as they judge proper and effe£tual to import as

much fait as poflible.

A petition from Wm. M'Cue was read and referred to the

board of war.

A petition from Hamilton Young of New-York was read,

praying that he may have leave to return to Long^Ifiand, to take

care of bis books and effeds
;

Refolved, That the prayer of the faid petition be granted.

Congrefs being informed that a number of men belonging to

three of the Pcnnfylvania battalions, have deferted from the army,

Refolved, That it be recommended to the convention of Pcnn-

fylvania, to take the moft effeftual meafures to compel fuch of

their troops, avS have come off from the camp on New-York iiland,

to return immediately to that place ; that they inquire who were

the ringleaders of the mutiny, and have them fent back under

guard for trial ; and that the convention, if they think necefiary,

have the affiftance of the German battalion, to enable them to car-

ry this refolve into execution ; and the convention are defired to

ufe all proper means to furnifli their troops vvitti cloathing and

blankets.
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blankets. The faid convention are further defired to caufe all de-

ferters from their troops to be immediately apprehended, and fent

back to general Wafhington's head-quarters.

The marine committee, to whom the petition of Francis Guillot

was referred, brought in a report, which was taken intoconfider-

ation; whereupon,

Refohed, That Francis Guillot be permitted to fit out and arm
a privateer under the colours of the United States of America, and
that he be permitted to equip and arm the faid vefiel in fuch place

as he thinks he can do it at the fmalleft expence; he giving the

ufual fecurities in fuch cafes direded by Congrefs.

The feveral matters to this day referred, being pofLponed ;

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Saturday, Septeviher 28, 1776.

A nlemorial from Gunning Bedford, mufter mailer general, was
laid before Congrefs and read:

Ordered to lie on the table.

The board of war, to whom the petition of William M'Cue was
referred, brought in a report; whereupon,

Refohsd, As Congrefs have impowered the feveral flates to pro-

vide for fuch foldiers as may be difabled in the fervice of the conti-

nent, that the petition of William M'Cue be referred to the com-
monwealth of Virginia.

Refohed, That ioo,ooo dollars be advanced to the Hate of Penn-
fylvanja, which is to be accountable.

Ordered, That Mr. Meafe lupply Captain Doyle with money
fufRcient to purchafe rifles and blankets for his company.
The feveral matters to this day referred, being poftponed :

Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday.

Monday, September 30, 1776.

Two letters of the 27th and 28th from general Wafhington,

and one of the 2 2d from governor Trumbull, were read:

'Alfo, a letter from Robert Franklin was read, and referred to

the marine committee.

A petition from J. Rowe and others, owners of goods on board

the fliip Elizabeth, which was taken by captains John Manly,
Daniel Waters and John Ayres, commanders of the three armed
veffels Hancock, Lee and Lynch, and libelled in the court mari-

time for the (late of New-Hampfiiire, and, by the fentence of the

faid court, acquitted; agjainft which fentence, an appeal has been

entered, was laid before Congrefs and read, praying that the faid

appeal may be heard and determined; whereupon,

Refohed^ That a committee of five be appointed, with full pow-
ers to hear and determine on the faid appeal

:

The members chofen, Mr. Paine, Mr. Huntington, Mr. Stone,

Mr. Wythe and Mr, Smith.
Vol. IL D 3 A letter
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A letter from E. Flower, commlffary of military {lores, direft-

ed to the board of war, was laid before Congrefs and read.

Refolved, That the board of war be impowered and dire£led, on

reqvtiiition of the general, or commanding officers in the feveral

departments, to fend fuch articles of military ftores and other ne-

cefiaries, which they may have in their pofftffion, or can procure*

Refolved, That the board of war be dire£led to order the three

Virginia battalions, now on their march to New-York, to be

lodged in the barracks at Wilmington; there to remain 'till far-

ther orders.

Refolved, That the fum of 13,333 dollars and one third be ad-

vanced to MelTrs. Hughes, in part payment for the cannon they

have contrafted to make for the continent; they to be accountable.

Refolved, That a member be added to the committee of treafury:

The member chofcn, Mr. Hopkinfon.

A petition from Monf. De Boy, and one from Monf. Ja. Val-

lierj were read and referred to the board of war.

A petition from Jacob Sheafe, and a petition from colonel M.
Hazen, were read:

Ordered, That the petition from colonel Hazen be referred to

the Canada committee.

The committee to whom were referred the letters from general

Walhington of the 24th and 25th inftant, and the papers inclofed

therein, brought in their report, which was taken into confidera-

tion; whereupon,

Refolved, That general Wafliington be direfted to call upon fuch

of the members of the court martial, as fat upon the trial, and

concurred in the acquittal of enfign Macumber, to affign their

reafons for their firft judgment ; that thofe reafons, together with

the names of fuch of the faid members, who were for the acquit-

tal- be returned to Congrefs:

That Mr. M'Donald, having a commiffion of brigadier general

from governor Martin, be not exchanged for any officer under the

rank of brigadier general in the fervice either of the United States

or of any one of them

:

That it be recommended to the legiflatures of the United States

to appoint {/entlcn.en in th'^ir refpedtive dates, ficilful in phyfic and

furgery, to examine thofe who offer to ferve as fnrgeons or fur-

geons mates in the army or navy; and that no furgeon or mate

ffiall hereafter receive a commiffion or warrant to aft as fuch, in

the army or navy, who (hall not produce a certificate from fome or

one of the examiners fo to be appointed, to prove that he is quali-

fied to execute the office

:

That all regimental fnrgeons and mates, as well as thofe of the

hofpital, be fuhieft to the diredlion and controul of the diredlors,

in the feveral dep'^rimentsr .

That no foldier be difcharged from the fervice as difabled, un-^
kf«
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Jefs.the certificate of difability be counterfigjned by the direftor,

affiftant phyficiao, or firfl; fuigeon of the hofpital, nor be exculsd

from duty for ficknefs^ unlefs the certificate of hcknefs be counter-

figned by one of tKofe perfons, where acceis jiiay be had to them.

Refi/ved, That the remainder of the faid report be poftponed.

The fcveral matters to this day referred, being poUponed

:

Adjourned to Jten o'clock to -morrow.

Tuesday, October i, 1776.

Refcilved, That the fum of 60,000 dollars be advanced to Mr.
James Meafe, for the payment of the militia, and to pay fur the

articles he is ordered to purchafe; he to be accoLintable.

Whereas, a full reprefentation in Ccngrefs of the feveral United

States is highly neceffary on bulinefs of much importance to

America; therefore,

Rufolved, That the prefident be defired to write letters to the

conventions and affemblics of the refpeftive ftates, requefting that

meafures be taken to caufe, as fpeedily as poffible, a full repre-

fentation of the faid ilaies in Congrefs.

Stephen Moylan, Efq; having refigned his office of quarter-

mafter general of the continental army :

Rejolved, That brigadier general MiiPiin be authorifed and re-

quelled to refume the faid office, and that his rank and pay, as

brigadier, be ilill continued to him :

That a committee of four be appointed to confer with brigadier

g-noral Miffl.n:

The members chofen, Mr. R. H. Lee, Mr. Sherman, Mr. J.

Adams and Mr. Gerry.

Rsfolved, That a committee of five be appointed to prepare and

bring in a pjanof a military academy at the army:

The members chofen, Mr. Hooper, Mr. Lynch, Mr. Wythe,,

Mr. Williams and Mr. J. Adams.
The feveral matters to this day referred, being poftponed :

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Wednesday, Odohcr 2, 1776.

A letter of the 30th of September from general Wafhington,

with two papers inclofed; one of the 27th of September from S.

Moylan; one ofthe 23d from general Gates; one of the 23d from

colonel Wayne; one from brigadier general Mercer, and a peti-

tion from Bartholomew Van Heer, were read and referred to the

board of war.

Rejolved, That William Shephard be promoted to the rank of

colonel ofthe regiment, whereof he is now lieutenant colonel.

A petition from John Bayard, Alexander Henderfon and Mat-
thew Irwin, was prefented to Congrefs and read; whereupon,

Refolved, That the board of war be direded to fell to the peti-

tioners.
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doners, 1600 lb. of powder, and 800 lb. of lead, for the ufe of
their privateers, genera! Lee and colonel Parry.

The committee appointed to confer with brigadier general Mif-
flin, reported, that, upon the conference, they find the following

fupplies will be neceffary for the ufe and comfort of the army,
which ought to be procured as foon as may be, viz. 200 waggons
with four horfes each,—50 ox-teams, with 2 oxen each, for fun-

dry ufes,—50 drays, with one horfe each, for various fmall fer-

vjces,— tco ftrong horfes for the artillery,-—50 horfes for exprcffes

and commifTar)'- ufes,—25,000 bufhels of indian corn,— 15,000
bufhels of oats,— 10,000 bufliels of rye-raeal,— 10,000 bufliels of

fpelts,-— 1800 tons of hay,—50 cutting-boxes,—2000 axes,—2000
wheel and hand-barrows,—Sooo cords of wood,—a fet of carpen-

ters tools for each regiment,—a waggon-mailer and one deputy,—

-

20 conduftors of waggons on captains pay, allowing 10 waggons
for each conduftor,—5 conduftors for artillery,— 100 caflis of

nails and fpikes,— 10,000 knapfacks,— 10,000 camp-kettles,

—

two million feet of boards, planks and joifts, for barracks, plat-

forms, &c.

That a company of 50 blackfmiths fhould be immediately fent

to camp, 12 harnefs and collar-makers, and 25 wheelwrights.

Rejblved, That for thefe various and neceffary fupplies, 300,000
dollars be advanced to the quarter-mafter general ;

That one eighth part of a dollar, over and above their foldiers

pay, be allowed to fuch perfons as are neceffarily draughted for

quarter-maflers ufes:

That as 5000 tents will be neceffary for the fpring-campaign,

they be provided in due time:

That it be recommended to the feveral flates to make legal pro-

vifion to qompel the furnifhing of neceffary fupplies and alTiflance to

the quarter-mafter general of the continental army, on reafonable

terms, for the public ufe,

Refolved, That a committee of three be appointed to confider of

a plan for providing carriages for the public fervice, fo as any de-

mands may be fpeedily complied with, and all opprefTion of pri-

vate perfons effedlually prevented:

The members chofen, Mr. Witherfpoon, Mr. Smith and Mr.
Huntington.

Refolved, That Benjamin Fifhbourne be appointed pay-mafter to

the fecond Pennfylvariia battalion commanded by colonel Wood.
A memorial from the council of fafety of Pennfylvania was read:

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee of trcafury, who
are direfted to report thereorj as foon as polfible.

The committee of treafury reported, that there is due.

To George Meafam., on account of fundry articles fupplied the

army in Canada, 9 dollars and forty-feven ninetieths:

Ordered, That the faid account be paid.

The
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The committee, to whom the refolations paffed by the conven-

tion olNsvv-York were referred, brought in a report, which was

taken into conlideration ; whereupon,

Refotved, That the prefident write to general Schuyler, and in-

form him, that Congrefs cannot confent, during the prefent fitua-

tion oi'their affairs, to accept of his refignation, but requeft, that

he continue the command, which he now holds; that he be af-

fured, that the afperfions, which his enemies have tiirown out

againft his character, have had no influence upon the minds of the

members of this houlc, who are fully fatisfied of his attachments

to the caufe of freedom, and are willing to bear their teftimony of

the many fervices, which he has rendered to his country; and that

in order effeflually to put calumny to filence, they will, at an early

day, appoint a committee of their own body to enquire fully iiito

his conduct, which, they truft, will eftablifh his reputation in the

opinion of all eood men.

B.efolved, That the limit? prefcribed in the parole of John Fo!C=

croft and Francis Dafhwood, Efquires, be extended ai faras-the

bounds of Pennfylvania, within which they are to conunc' li>eai'-

felves, 'till farther orders.

The feveral matters to this day referred, being poRponed:
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Thursday, O&jber 3, 1776.

On application from the council of fafety of North-Carolina,

Refolved, That Michael Holt, a prifoner in the eaol of Phila-

delphia, be difchare;ed from his iaiprifonmerit, that he may return

to his family ; he taking the osth prelcribcd by the laid council

of fafety.

Refohed, That Mr. J. Meafe be directed to purchafe immedi-
ately one hundred hogflieads of rum, and forward the fame to the

commifl'ary general for the ufe of the army.

The board of war brought in a report, which was taken into

confideration ; whereupon,

Rejolved, That the letter from general Mercer, which was re-

ceived and read yefterday^ wherein he recommends colonel Hump-
ton to the command of a regiment in the new army, and captaia

Dawfon to a majority, be referred to the council of fafety of

Pennfylvania :

That captain Perfifer Frazer be commiffioned as major of co].

Wayne's battalion of the Pennfylvania troops, in the room of ma-
jor Houfigger promoted.

The committee appointed to repair to the camp, having exe-

cuted that fervice, and returned , brought in a report, which was
read:

Ordered to lie on the tible.

Re/olye.d, That Charles Startin be permitted to return to Eng-
land
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land with his wife and family, from any of the United States he
thinks proper, except New-York.
The committee of treafury reported, that there is due,

To Martin Houfman, for the hire of his waggon and ferriages,

with generals Prefcot and M' Donald's baggage to Newark, 43
dollars

:

To George Campbell, for his own and Mr. Caldwell's and Mr.
Tod's expeaces, as an efcort to money from Philadelphia to Al-
bany, 189 dollars and fixty-feven ninetieths:

To John Sparhawk, for quills, 8cc. for the ufe of the treafury-

ofEce, 27 dollars and eighty -four ninetieths:

To Ludwick Kercher, a balance of 3 150 dollars cjnd thirty fix

ninetieths; the whole of his account amounting to B483 dollars and
lixty-fix ninetieths; of which he has received 5333 dollars and
thirty ninetieths; the balance is 3150 dollars and thirty -iix nine-

tieths :

Ordered, That the faid accounts be paid.

Congrefs took into confideration the report of the board of trear

fury, on the ways and means for raifing a farther fum of money

;

whereupon,

Refolved, That five millions of continental dollars be immedi-

ately borrowed for the ufe of the United States, at the annual in-

tereli of four per cent, per annum :

That the faith of the United States be pledged to the lenders for

the payment of the fums to be borrowed, and the intereft arifing

thereon, and that certificates be given to the lenders in the form
following, viz.

" The United States of America acknowledge the receipt of—
dollars from , which they promife to pay to the faid , or

bearer, on the — day of , with intereft annually, at

the I'ate of four per cent, per annum, agreeable to a refolution of

the United States, paffed the third day of Oftober, 1776. Wit-
nefs the hand of the treafurer, this • day of , A. D.

Counterfigned" by the commiffioners of one of the'loan-offices

hereafter mentioned.

That, for the convenience of the lenders, a loan-office be efta-

bliilied in each of the United States, and a commiffioner to fuper-

intend fuch office be appointed by the faid ftates refpeftively,

which are to be refponfible for the faithful difcharge of their duty

in the faid offices :

That the bufmefs of the faid commiffioners fhall be to deliver

certificates for all fuch fums of money, as fhall be brought into

their refpe£i:ive offices agreeable to thefe refolutions, which certifi-

cates (hall be indented and the checks kept in the faid office ^

to keep books, in which regular entries {hall be made of the fums

borrowed and the time when, and the names of the perfons, by

\yhom tile faid fums were lent——to tranfmit to the continental

treafurer
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treafurer once a month an account of the cafh in their refpeftive

offices, and to anfwer all draughts of the treafurer to the amount
of the caih, which they fhall at any time have in their hands, as a-

forefaid

:

That the treafurer of the United States (hall fend to the refpec-

tive loan offices fuch a number of certificates and of fuch denomi-

nations as (hall be ordered by the commiffioners of the treafury :

That no certificate be iffued for a lefs fum than three hundred
dollars :

That the feveral fums of money to be borrowed fhall be repsid

at the office, where the fame was lent at the expiration ofth)-ee

years, and that—the annual intereft fhall likewife be paid at the

faid office :

That the faid commiffioners of the refpe6tive loan offices be inti-

tled to receive of the United States, one eighth per cent, on all mo-
nies, which fhall be brought into their refpeftive loan offices in lieu

of all claims and demands, that they may have for tranfa<S.ing

the bufinefs of the faid office.

Refohed, That the fecret committee be impowered to take fuch

meafures as they fhall judge neccffary for purchanne:: arming and
equipping a frigate, and two cutters in Europe, and to give pro-

per orders for the faid frigate making a cruize in the Br'tifh chan-

nel againil our enemies, and for the faid cutters to be employed in

tranfporting to thele flates, fuch articles, as the faid committee

have been ordered to import.

The feveral matters to this day referred, being poilponed :

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow,

Friday, O^ober ^, ^77^'

A petition from the officers and m.en of the brig Andrew Doria
was prefented, and read ; whereupon,

Refoived, That the continental agents in Philadelphia, be direc-

ted with all difpatch to make an eftimate of the prizes taken by
the Andrew Doria, and lay the fame before the marine committee
for their approbation ; and that the faid agents be direfted to pay
to the officers and m.en of the Andrew Doria, one half of what
may be eftimated to be due to them :

That the faid agents be farther direfted to make an eftimate of
the flores and prizes taken by the fleet, commanded by commo-
dore Hopkins and brought from Providence, and lay the fame
before the marine committee for approbation as aforefaid, and
pay to the officers and men intitled thereto, one half of what may
be eftimated to be due to them.

A letter of the 2d and 3d from general Wafliington, and two
of the 25th and 26th September from general Schuyler being re-

ceived, were read.

Cong-ref?
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Congrefs took into confideration the report of the corrimittee

fent to headquarters, and after debate the farther confideration

thereof was pollponed.

The Several matters to this day referred, being poftponed :

Adjourned to ten o'-clock to-morrow.

Saturday, 061oher 5, 1776.

A letter of the 23d of September from James Bowdoin, with a

copy of refokitions pafled by the genera) afiembly of Maffachufets-

Bay ; one of the 24th of the f^me month from the committee of

fafety of New-Hampfhire ; and one of the 3d inftant from gover-

nor Livingfton were read.

Ordered, That the letters from general Wafliington and general

Schuyler with the papers incloied, which were read yefterday, be
referred to the board of wnr :

That the letter from Mr. Bowdoin be referred to the marine

committee;

That the letter from governor Livingfton be referred to a com«
mittee of three, and that the iaid committee be direfted to take in-

to coniidcration the cafe of the prifoners in the gaol of Philadel-

phia,

The members chofen, Mr. Lynch, Mr. Rofs, and Mr. Floyd.

Ordered, That the petition of Jacob Sheafe be referred to the

eommiffioners appointed to hear.and determine upon the appeal a-

garnft the fentence on the libel againft the fnip Elizabeth :

That R. Peters, Efq; be impowered to profecute the faid ap-

peal.

Refolved, That the board of war be directed to fell to Jofeph

Golden 10 lb. of powder.

Refolved, That five months pay be advanced to the officers, and

three months pay to the men who were taken prifoners in Canada,

and fent to thefe United States by general Carlton.

Refolved, That the report of the board of war which was brought

in the 14th of September be taken into confideration on Monday
next

Ordered, That the board of war at that time lay before Con-

grefs the papers relative to the difpute between the court-martial,

and bricradier-general Arnold.

Refolved, That the continental agents be direfted to deliver to

the commiffary general for the ufe of the army, all the fait in

their hands belonging to the continent.
' The federal matters to this day referred, being poftponed :

Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday.

Monday, October 7, 1776.

Refolved, That Sooo dollars be nHvinced to the committee of

Lancafter, for the purpoie oi dcirajiag the expences of enclofing

the
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the barracks in that borrough with a ftockade, and fupporting a

guard ; the faid committee to be accountable.

Congrefs proceeded to the eleftion of a deputy-mufter-mafter-

general for the flying camp, in the room of Jon. B. Smith, aud

the ballots being taken,

William Davics was elected.

A letter of the 14th of September from brigadier-general Moore,
knd one from John Hanfon dated St. Croix, 14th Auguft being

i'eceived, were read.

Re/olved, That it be recommended to the aflemblies and con=

Tcntions of the United States refpeftively, to annex fuch penalties

by law to the crime of counterfeiting the certificates or notes of

the continental loan office, as are or {hall be annexed to the crime

of counterfeiting the continental currency.

Ordered, That the refolutions for borrowing five millions of

dollars, together with the above refolve be publifhed, and copies

thereof fent to each of the United States, and that the refpeftive

ftates be defired to fend to the committee of the continental treafu-

ry the names of the commiffioners by them appointed in confe-

quence of the faid refolutions.

A petition from James Browne, a prifoner, was laid before Con-

grefs and read, praying for leave to return to Ireland, the place

of his nativity :

Re/olved^ That the prayer of the petition be granted.

General Lee having informed Congrefs of his arrival in Phila-

delphia, and that he waited their orders :

Ordered, That general Lee attend in Congrefs.

Refohed, That a commiffary of prifoners of war be appointed m
each of the United States :

That the faid commiflaries be direfted to make monthly returns

^Sf the ftate and condition of the prifoners under their refpeftive

care, to the board of war :

That the faid commifTaries be appointed by the refpedlive ftates.

Agreeable to order, general Lee attended, and having given aa

account of the ftate of affairs in the fouthern department, he with-

drew.

The fecret committee informed Congrefs that they havecharter-

ed and loaded in Virginia, the Aurora, late the prise fhip called

the Oxford, for account of the continent ; whereupon,

Refolved, That the prefident write to the governor and council

of Virginia, and requeft them to give all the affiftance in their

power, in manning and difpatching the faid ftiip.

Refolved, That Matthias Hite a firft lieutenant of the eighth

Virginia battalion, liave a continental commifiion in lieu of that

which he received from the committee of fafety of that ftate, and

that his coramilTion bear date the 19th of February laft.

Vol. I
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Refolved, That general Lee be dire£led to repair to the camp at

Haerlem, with leave, if he thinks proper, to villt the pofts inNew-

Jerfey.

The committee apipointed to take into confideration the applica-

tion froni the preiident of South-Caroh'na, in behalf of general

Lee, reported :

That this Congrefs having a jull opinion of the abilities of ge-

neral Lee, applied to him to accept a command in their fervice,

which he readily agreed to, provided the Congrefs would indem-

nify him againft any loi's, which he might fuftain in confequence

thereof, he having at that time a confiderable fum of money due to

him by perfons in the kingdom of Great- Britain, which he was

refolved to draw from thence as foon as poflible. That the Con-

grefs unanimoufly concurred in his propofal : That he according-

Ty entered into their fervice ; that he has fince drawn bills upon his

agent in England, which bills have been returned protefted. That

general Lee having purchafed an eftate in Virginia, the purchafe

money for which has been long due, is likely to fuftain by means

of the orotefled bills many injuries, unlefs this houfe prevent the

fame by an advance of thirty thoufand dollars ;" whereupon,

Refolved, That the fum of 30,000 dollars be advanced to gene-

ral Lee, upon his giving bond to the treafurer to account for the

fame, and taking fuch fteps, in conjunftion with Robert Morris,

Efq; on behalf of the Congrefs, as will fecure the moft effectual

trans-fer of his eftate in England, to reimburfe the Congrefs for the

advance now made to him.

Ordered, That the committee, who brought in the foregaing re-

port, prepare a fuitable bond.

Congrefs took into confideration the report of the board of war

of the 4th inftant ^ whereupon,

Refolved, That Monfr. Pierre Francois de Bois be commiflioned

as a major by brevet, and fent to general Mercer, to be employed

in fuch way as he fliall think proper :

That Mr. Bartholomew Van Heer's account be referred to the

board of treafnry.

The committee appointed to inquire into the caufes of the mif-

carriages in Canada, brought in a report:

Ordered to lie on the table.

Congrefs took into confideration the report of the committee

on the letters from general Waftiington of the 24th and 25th of

September; whereupon,

Refolved, That as a farther encouragement for gentlemen of abl-

Hties, to engage as commiffion officers in the battalions to be

furniflied by the feveral ftates to ferve during the war, their

monthly pay be encreaf<d, as follows :

A colonel, 75 dollars.

Lieutenant- colonel, 60
A insijor,
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~ A major, 50 dollars,.

Captain, ;j.o

Lieutenant, 27
Enllgn, 20

Quarter-Mailer, 27 and a half.

Adjutant, 40 dollars.

Refohed, That tbe farther confideration of the report be poft-

poned.

The feveral matters to this day referred, being poftponed :

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow. "

Tuesday, Ofiober ^, 1776.

Two letters of the 4th and 5th from general Wafhington with

fundry papers inclofed ; one of the 4th from the convention of

New- York; one of the 27th of September from the council of

MafFachufets-Bay ; one of the 2d initant from John Livingfton
;

and one from John Heyleger dated St. Croix, 4th of September,

were read :

Ordered, That the letter from John Heyleger be referred to the

board of war ; that the letter from John Livingfton be referred to

the fecret committee, who are directed to fend to Mr. Living-

ilon's mill the 10 tons offait petre fentlafl winter to Maffachufets-

Bay.

Three petitions from fundry prifoners were read, and referred

to the committee on the ftate of the prifoners.

Refohed, That a member be added to the faid committee.

The member chofen, Mr. Rulh.

"Vy^hereas it is neceffary that the mod fpeedy and effedlual mea-

fures be taken for raifing the new army,

Refohed, That it be recommended to the aflemblies, conven-

tions, and councils of fafety of the feveral ftates, which have any
regiments now in the continental fervice, either at New-York,
Ticonderoga, or New-Jerfey, that they forthwith appoint com-
mittees to proceed to thofe places with full powers to appoint all

the officers of the reglnrients to be raifed by their flates under the

new eftablifhment, that fuch officers may proceed immediately to

inlift fuch men as are now in the fervice, and incline to reinlil^

during the war, and that fuch committees be inftrufted to advife

with the general officers, and promote fuch officers, as have dif-

tinguiflied themfelves for their abilities, aftivity and vigilance in

the fervice, and efpecially for their attentipn to military difcipline:

That the faid committees be alfo inftruflied not to appoint any
officer, who has left, or (hall leave his ftation in the army, and is

abfent without leave from the general or fome other officer having
authority to grant the fame.

Ordered, That a copy of the above refolutlons be fent to each of
the United States.

Congrefs
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Congrefs refumed the confideration of the reports of the com-
mittee on the general's letters, and of that which went to the

camp; whereupon,

Refolvedy That for the farther encouragement of the non-com-
miffioned officers and foldiers, who (hall engage in the fervice,

during the war, a fuit of cloaths be annually given each of the

faid officers and foldiers, to confift, for the prefent year, of two
linen hunting {}iirts, two pair of overalls, a leathern or woollen

waiftcoat with fleeves, one pair of breeches, a hat or leathern cap,

two fhirts, two pair of hofe and two pair of fhoes, amounting in

the whole to the value of twenty dollars, or that fum to be paid to

each foldier, who fhall procure thofe articles for himfelf, and pro*

duoe a certificate thereof, from the captain of the company to

v/hich he belongs to the pay-mafter of the regiment.

Refohed, That it be recommended to the afferablies and con*
ventions of the refpeftive ftates from Virginia to New-Hampfhire
fnclufively, to take the moft efFeftual meafures for compleating, by
the loth of November, their proportions of the levies toberaifed
during the war.

As the army has greatly fufFered through the defefl of fome of

its regimental officers,

Refolvedy That it be recommended to the afTemblies and conven-

tions of the refpedlive ftates, to ufe their utmoft endeavours, tha,t

all the officers to be hereafter appointed, be men of honour and
known abilities, without a particular regard to their having before

been in fervice.

Refolved, That the farther confideration of the reports be pofl-

poned till to-morrow.

The fecret committee having informed Congrefs, that a vefTeJ

was arrived with fyndry articles by them imported, on account of

the continent

:

Ordered, That the faid committee deliver to the board of war
fuch articles as are fuitable for the army, and to the marine com^^

mittee fuch as are for the navy, and to Mr. J. Meafe fuch as arc

for cloathing, to be made up for the foldiers.

The feveral matters to this day referred, being ppftponedt

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-tnorrpvv.

Wednesday, Oilober g, 1776.

Two letters of the ^d from general Schuyler, with fundry pa-

pers inclofed, were laid before Congrefs and read:

Ordered, That they be referred to the board qf war, and that;

the letters heretofore received from general Wafhington, general

Schuvler,and the other general officers, be lodged in the war-pffice.

Refohed, That two mcnthg pay be advanced to major Pierre

Francois de Bois; he to be accountable.

A petition from Jean Baccarere and his partner was read, and

yef^rredto the marine committee. Applicatiop
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Application being made in behalf of captain Dirks, late from

Surrinam, to be taken iinto the fervice of the continent, as aa

iengineer:

Refoiwdi That he be referred to the board of war.

The committee appointed to prepare the form of a bond to be

given by general Lee, for the 30,000 dollars advanced to hiip,

brought in a draught, which was read and agreed to.

Congrefs refumed the eonlideration of the report of the com-

mittee, who vyent to the camp; whereupon,

Rifolvcd, That po regimental hofpitals be for the future allowed

in the neighbourhood of the general hofpital:

That John Morgan, Efq; provide and fuperintend a hofpital at

a proper diftanee from the camp, for the army pofted on the eaft

fide of Hudfon's river:

That William Shippen, jun. Efq; provide and fuperintend a
hofpital for the army, in the ftate of New-Jerfey

:

That each of the hofpitals be fupplied by the refpective direc-

tors, with fuch a number of furgeons, apothecaries, furgeons

mates and other afliftants, and alfo fuch quantities of medicines,

J^cddiRg, and other ncceffaries, as they fhali judge expedient:

That they make weekly returns to Congrefs and the commander
sn chief, of the officers and affiftants of each denomination, and
alfo the numbers of fick anddeceafed in their refpeftive hofpitals:

That the regimental furgeons be direcled to fend to the general

hofpitals fuch officers and foldiers of their refpeclive regiments, as

being copfined by wounds or other diforders, fliall require nurfes

or conftant attendance, and from time to time to apply to the

quarter- mailer general, or his deputy, for convenient waggons
for this purpofc; alfo, that they apply to the diredlors in their

refpeftive departments, for medicines and other neceflaries :

That the \yages of nurfes be augmented to one dollar a week

:

That the comnianding officer of each regiment be direfted once
a week to fend a commiffioned officer to vifit the fick of his re-

fpeftive regiment in the general hofpital, and report their ftate to

him:

That a commiiTary of cloathing be appointed for each of the

armies of the United States, whofe duty fhall be to make conilant

returns to the affemblies or conventions of the refpeftive ftates, of
the cloathing wanted for their feveral regiments, to receive and
pay for the fame, to deliver it to the pay-mafters of the refpeclive

regiments, to be by them diftributed to the non commiflioned of-

ficers and foldiers, and deduced from their wage* refpeftiyely,

unlefs allowed as a bounty by order of Congrefs

:

That the commiflary general be impowered to appoint as many
conduQiors for the commiflary of ftores, and affillants to the com-
miffary of cloathing, as he fhall from time to time judge neceffary,
»nd report their uames to Congrefs

;

That
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That there be a deputy commiflary of ftores for the army at

New-York, with the pay of thirty dollars a month.
Refched, That the farther confideration of the lep&rt be poft-

poned 'till to-morrow.

Ordered, That the board of war fend 300 lb. of powder to coL
Mark Bird, to prove the cannon he has made for the United States.

The feveral matters to this day referred, being poftponed;

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morro\v.

Thursday, O&ohcr 10, 1776.

A petition from captain Daniel Morgan and one from captain

Smith, lieutenant Steel, and lieutenant Nichols, late returned from
Canada, were read :

Ordered, That they be referred to the board of treafury, who
are direfted to liquidate and fettle the accounts inclofed in the faid

petitions, and to pay or allow for fuch arms as were lofl or taken

by the enemy in the affault on Quebec.

A petition from Frederick Seegar was read, praying for leave

to rcfign his office of quarter-mafter to the German battalion

:

Rejotved^ That leave be granted.

A petition from John Melchior NefF, and one from Paul Fooks,

were read and referred to the board of war.

The marine cominittee having recommended captain Abraham
Whipple, of the {hip Columbus, to the command of the Provi.

dence frigate at Rhode-Ifland:

Ref'dved, That he be promoted accordingly.

The committee farther reported, that they have had under con-

fideration the rank of the captains of the navy, and agreed to a

report, which was read; whereupon,

Refohed, Thai the rank of the captains be as follows:

1. James Nicholfon, of the Virginia, of 28 guns.

2. John Manly, — Hancock, 32

3. Heftor M'Nell, — Bofton, 24
4. Dudley Saltonftall, Trumbull, 28

^. Nicholas Biddle, — Randolph, 32

6. Thomas Thompfon, Raleigh, 32

7. John Barry, — Effingham, 28

8. Thomas Reed, — WaHiington, 32

9. Thomas Grennall, ~— Congrefs, 28

10. Charles Alexander, Delaware, 24
11. Lambert Wickes, —

-

Reprifal, 16

12. Abraham Whipple, Providence, 28

13. John Hopkins, — Warren, 52

14. John Hodge, — Montgomery, 24

15. William Hallock, — Lexington, 16

16. Hoyfted Harker, — Hamden,

17. Ifaiah RobinfoDj — Andrew Doria, 14
18. John
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18. John Paul Jones, of the Providence, of 12 guns.

19. James Jofiah, —
20. EHfha Hinman, — Alfred, 28

21. Jofeph Olney, — Cabot, 16

22. Jannes Robinfon, — Sachem, 10

23. John Young, — Independance, 10

24. Eliflia Warner, — Fly,

Lieutenant Baldwin, Wafp, 8

Liieutenant Albertfon, Mufqnito, 4
kefolved. That the marine committee be impovvered to fettle tire

rank of the lieutenants of the navy.

Refolvedy That a committee of three be appointed to prepare

the form of an oath to be taken bj the officers of the army and

navy:

The members chofen, Mr. Wythe, Mr. Stone, and Mr. Paine.

The board of war brought in a report, which was taken into

confideration; whereupon,

Rejolved, That general Schuyler be direfted to take fuch fteps as

are neceffary for procuring a fufficient number of as large veflels as

the navigation of the lakes will admit of, for the fcrvice of the

ftates the next campaign, that the command of the lakes may be
effectually fecured

:

That William Patten be appointed third lieutenant in colonel

Hand's regiment, in the place of lieutenant Clark refigned :

That the regimental pay-mafters, in the army of the United
States, have the rank of iirll lieutenants, and receive rations as

captains

:

That general Wafhington be dire6ted to negociate with general

Howe an exchange of the officers returned from Canada, and that

they have a preference to thofe taken on New-York iHand and
Long-Ifland:

That general Waflilngton be direfted, if he fhall judge it ne-

ceffary, to fink the new (hips mentioned in his letter of the cth

inilant.

Refohed, That the farther confideration of the report be poft-

poned.

The committee, to whom was referred the cafe of William

, Faulkner, brought in a report, which was taken into confidera-

tion; whereupon,

Refohed, That William Faulkner, a prifoner confined at Read-
ing, be permitted to return to his family in Tryon county, upon
8;iving his parole.

The committee appointed to dcvife a plan for providing carriages,

?ic. brought in a report, which was taken into confideration;

whereupon,

Refohed, That the quarter-matters in every departrhent be or-

dered to avoid prefling horfes and carriages ss much as poffible

;

and
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and when it is neceflary, that they be directed to go to the country

ho'ifes for that purpofe, and difcharge, as foon as the fervice will

admit, fuch horfes and carnages fo impreffed; and that no vio-

lence whatever be done to any perfons, their horfes or carriages,

who go to the camp of their own accord, to fell provifions, or

other neceflaries of any kind.

On application from the council of fafety of Pennfylvania wai

laid before Congrefs and read, defiring that a committee of Con-
grefs may be appointed to confer with a committee of their body,

on the expediency of having troops ftationed near the city of Phi-

ladelphia, for the defence of Pennfylvania.

Ordered, That the board of war confer with the committee of

the council of fafety, on the fubjeft propofed.

A petition from William Mackay was read, praying for leave

to return home:
Ordered, That the prayer of the petition be granted.

Refohed, That the following promotions and appointments Be

made in the Virginia battalions, viz.

William Crawford, colonel of the 7th ; commiffion to be dated

the 14th of Auguft :

Jofiah Parker, lieutenant colonel of the 5th; commiffion to be

dated the 13th of Auguft:

Thomas Elliott, colonel t)f the 4th- commiffion to be dated the

3d of September:

James Hendricks, lieutenant colonel of the 6th; commiffion to

be dated the 13th of Auguft:

John Markham, major of the 2d; commiffion to be dated the

I5th of Auguft:

John Seayres, major of the 4th ; commiffion to be dated the

13th of Auguft:
Geor8;e Johnfton, major of the 5th; commiffion to be dated the

13th of Auguft

:

Richard Parker, jun. major of the 6th • commiffion to be dated

the 1
3th of Auguft:

William Taliaferro, major of the 3d; commiffion to be dated

the 13th of Auguft :

John Taylor, captain in the jft:

John Chilton, captain in the 3d; "^ commiffions to be

John Blackwtll, ifirft lieutenant in do. C dated the 39th

Jofeph Blackwell, fecond lieutenant in do. j of April:

John Afliby, captain in the 3d;"^

William Neilfon, firft lieutenant ;Q commiffions to be dated the

Hham Keith, 2d do. f 18th of March:

Nathaniel Afhby, enf;gn in do. j
Charles Read, an enfign, in the room of Robert Dade.

Refohed, That commiffions be made out to all the officers of the

regiments in the fervice of the United States, who have been ap-

pointed
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j)ointed in the places of others refigning and promoted, and bear

dates the days on which the reflgnations and promotions were re-

fpeclively made.

A memorial from George Meafam was prefentcd to Congrefa

and read:

Ordered to lie on the table.

Refolved, That three members be added to the committee of

cloathing, in the room of thofe ^vho are abfent

:

The members chofen, Mr. Witherfpoon, Mr. Stone and Mr.
Penr..

Congrefs took into confideration the report of the board of war

of the 19th of September; whereupon,

Refolved, That the inhabitants of Canada, captivated by the

United States, and not taken in arms, be releafed and fent home,
except St. Luke La Corne and Monf. Rouvijle, the elder, upon
this condition j that they fign a parole not to take up arms againft

the United States, nor give intelligence to the enemies of thefe

ftates

:

*

That a regifter be kept of their names.

Ordered, That the board of war deliver gunpowder for proving

cannon made for the United States, upon application to them fof

that purpofe.

The committee of treafury reported, that there is due,

To Jofeph Donaldfon, for fupplies to recruits to general Lee's

guard, and provifions to captain Grier's company, and a guard
with powder to Virginia, 20 dollars and fixty-nlnetieths:

To William Faulkner, a prifoner fent by general Schuyler to

Reading, for his allowance from the 9th of April to the 7th of

Odlober inclufive, 26 weeks, at 2 dollars, 52 dollars:

To captain Hazlewood, captain Greenway and Mr. Bedford,

a balance of 267 dollars and ten ninetieths, their whole account of

charge for preparing fix fail of fire-fhips at New-York, and their

expences going to, in and coming from New-York to Philadelphia,

being 392 dollars and ten ninetieths ; of which they have received

from S. Moylan, Efq; quarter-mafter general, 125 dollars; the

remainder is 267 dollars and ten ninetieths:

Orderedi That the faid accounts be paid.

Refohed, That to-morrow be afligncd for appointing the cora-

mKTaries of cloathing and deputy commifTary of ftores.

The feveral matters to this day referred, being poftponed:

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Friday, O^oher 11, 1776.

Two letters of the 7th and 8th from general Wafliington, with
fundry papers inclofed, were read ; whereupon,

Refolvcd, That the releafe of Monf. de Chambault, as propofed
by general Wafhington, on the rcquefl: of the count D'Emery,

Vol. ir, F
3 governor
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g^ovcFRor general of the French port of St. Domingo, be agreed^

to:

That the general's letters with the papers inclofed be referred

to the board of war,

Refolved^ That general Wafhington be defired, if it be prafti-

cable, by every art and whatever expence to obftrudt effeftually

the navigation of the North river, between fort Wafhington and
mount Conftitution, as well to prevent the regrefs of the enemies-

frigates lately gone up, as to hinder them from receiving fuccoiirs.

The fecret committee informed Congrefs that a veiTel was arrived

at Rhode -Ifland, with fundry articles imported by their order,

for account of the United States.

Ordered^ That th<: feeret committee report in what manner the

faid goods ought in their opinion to be difpofed of.

Rejolved, That Mr. S. Collins be requefted to order the tents .fife

for ufe, which belonged to William Barrel lately deceafed, to be

delivered to J. Mtjafe for the army, and that the amount thereof,

be paid by Mr. Meafe an application of Mr. Collins, or other

perfon properly authorifed for that purpofe.

Ordered, That the marine committee deliver over to the dirfec-

tion of the committee of feeret correfpondence, two of the conti-

nental cruifers rvow ready for fea, to perform fuch voyages as thej"

fhall think neceflary for the fervice of the ftates :

That the marine committee eive orders to the remainder of the

continental cruifers now in the port of Philadelphia, and ready for

fea, to proceed on fneh voyages, or perform fuch immediate fer-

vices as the feeret committee fhall dire£t, in writing addfefled to

the commanders thereof.

Refolved, That three members be added to the committee of fe-

eret correfpondence.

The members ehofen,^ Mr. R. H. Lee, Mr. Witherfpoen, and

Mr. Hooper.

The marine committee to whom was referred the account of

captain Martindale, brought in a report, which was taken into

eonfideration ; whereupon,

Refolved, That there be paid to captain Sion Martindale the

fum of 144 dollars and eighteen ninetieths, in full of expences and

difburfements on the brig Wafhington, and other expences from

Halifax toCafco-Bay.

The committee of treaf4iry reported that Edward Snikers of

Virginia, produced an account of rifles and other articles, farnifh-

ed for the ufe of colonel Stevenfon's battalioa, amounting to

£ 347: 4: o, Virginia currency, of which captain Abraham
Sheppard is to account for ^ 67 : J 5 : O, and the remainder being

£ 279: 9 : o, to be charged to the faid battalion ; that the faid

Snikers give credit for £ 64; 16: o, money aforefaid, received

irom colonel Stevenfon the ballance due to the faid Snikers, being

£ 282:



October, 177(5. 4H

j^ 282 : 8 : o, equal to 941 dollars and thirty ninetieths, to be

paid to Thomas Rutherford :

That William Brady of colonel Stevenfon's battalion, drevf an

order on colonel Valentine Crawford, one of the executors of the

late colonel Stevenfon, for the ufe of the faid battalion, for the

fum of 150 dollars, \?hieh ord^r was paid by the faid V. Craw-
ford, and that he ought to be reimbiirfed the fame, which is to be

charged to the faid Brady :

That they have had under confideratlon the accounts of captain

Daniel Morgan, amounting with his own and three lieutenants

pay, the lofs of rifles when he was taken at the ftorm of Quebec,

expences of recruiting his company, repairing guns which he is

charged with and ought to be allowed, in the whole to 1389 dol-

lars and eighty ninetieths :

That the faid Morgan credits the feveral charges agaiaft him Ir

the continental books, amounting to 1614 dollars and eighth and

a half ninetieths ; by which there appears to be a ballauce due to

the public of 224 dollars and eighteen and a half ninetieths ;

Ordered, That the faid accounts be paid and credited, agreea-

ble to the faid report.

A petition from William Jenkins was read and referred Jo the

board of treafury.

Refolved, That general Wafhington be impowered to appoint a

deputy comraiflary of ftores for the army near New-York.
The committee appointed to prepare the form of an oath, to be

taken by the ofiicers of the army and flavy, brought in the fame,

which was read.

Ordered to lie on the table.

Refolved, That a member be added to the marine committee, in

the room of Mr. Hopkins:
The m-ember chofen, Mr. Ellery.

The feveral matters to this day referred, being poilponed :

Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday.

Monday, Odober 14, 1776.

A letter of the 12th from general Lee; one of the loth from

general Mercer; one of the 30th September from general Gates;

one of the ift inftant from Jof. Trumbull, advifing that he has

drawn on the prefident in favour of Thos. Lowry, for 6o,000

dollars ; and one of the 7th from general Wafnington iriclofing a

letter from Dr. Morgan, were read.

Ordered, That the lettefs from generals Lee and Mercer, be re-

ferred to the board of war :

That the letter from Dr. Morgan be referred to the medical

committee.

A petition from Francis Mentges was read and referred to the

board of war.

The
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The board of war to whom were referred the letters from gene-

ral Wafhington of the 7th and 8th inftant, brought in a report,

which \v?.s taken into confideracion ; whereupon,
Refohed, That general Wafhington be informed the Congrefs

approve of his appointing P. Penett his aid de camp by brevet,

and that a commiffion of aid de camp be accordingly tranfmitted

to him :

That the feveral ftates in which prifoners have been lodged, be
defired to furnifh Congrefs with an account of fuch expences as

Jiave been incurred by the faid ftates, refpeclively on account of
the faid prifoners :

That the fum of five hiindred thoufand dollars be imrnediately

fent to the paym-aflcr-general, that he may be enabled to pay the

bounty to fuch of the troops as fhall rcinlift, to fervc during the

war.

Refohecl, That the farther corffideratioii of the report be po'ft-

poned.

The committee appointed to hear and determine upon the ap-

peal brought againft the fentence paffed on the libel Jolhua Went-
worth, V. the fliip Elizabeth, reports as follows:

." Jolhua Wenlworth, Efq; for and in behalf as well of the

United States of America, as of John Manly, Daniel Waters and

John Ayres, commanders; and the officers, marines and mariner'^,

of the three armed veflels Ha7!cock, Lee and Ly?ich in the fcrvice of

the faid ftates, having exhibited a libel before Jofhua Brackett,

JLfq; judge of the court maritime of the ftate of Nev/-Hampftiire,

againft the brigantine Elizabeth, commanded by Peter Ramfay,

and her cargo, and Richard Hartof Portfmouth in New-Hamplhire,

owner of the faid brigantine, and Wiljiam Jackfon and others of

Bofton in the ftate of Mairachufcts-Bay, owners of fundry goods

and merchandize on board of her, having put in their feveral

claims thereto, and the faid judge of the court aforefaid, having

on the 2ift "day of Auguft, in the year of our Lord 1776, de-

creed and ordered the faid brigantine, and fo much of her cargo as

was claimed to be reftored to the refpe6tive claimants, and that the

claimants recover their legal cofts of court, from which decree and

fentence the faid Jofnua Wentworth appealed to Congrefs.

The committee of Congrefs to whom it was referred to hear and

determine the laid appeal, have dihgcntly infpec\ed the proceed-

ings and heard the parties by their counfcis, and it appearing that

on the ift day of Oftober, in the year of pur Lord 1775. general

Gage, commander is chief of the Britilli forces then in Bofton in

the ftate of Maflachufets Bay, by his commiftion to Crean Brufti,

Efq; directed him to receive into his care all fuch goods, chattels,

and efFefts of the inhabitants of that town, fomeof whom had de-

parted from it, as might be voluntarily delivered into his charge

by the owners or by other perfons with whom they yvere left giv-

ing
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inglu's receipt for them, and to deliver them to the owners, when he

Ihould be required ; that on the loth day of March then following,

general Howe, who had fucceeded general Gage in the command
of the Britifli forces by his commiffion to the faid Crean Brufh,

reciting that as he was informed there were large quantities of

goods in Bofton, which if in the poffeflion of the rebels (as he

termed the Americans) might enable them to carry on war, and

that he had given notice to all loyal inhabitants to remove fiich

goqds from thence, and that thofe who would nor remove them or

deliver them to the care of the faid Crean Brufli, would be confi-

dered as abettors of rebels, required him to take into his pofleflion

all fuch goods as anfwered that defcription, and give certificates to

the owners that he had received them for their ufe, and would deliv-

er them to the ov\ners, unavoidable accidents excepted, and to feize

any fuch goods, as upon inquiry Ihonld be found fecreted or left in

ftores, .and put them on board of the Minerva fhip, or brigantine

Elizabeth- That thereupon the faid Crean Brufh, aflifted by o-

ther perfons, took into his poffeflion the goods of the claimants a-

mongfl others, and put them into the faid brigantine Elizabeth

and other velTels in the harbour of Boflon, without the knowledge
of fome of the owners, and without the cqnfent of all the others,

unlefij it be William Jackfon and Jamps Jackfon, of whofe confent

howxver there are no other proofs than that ore of them went
with his goods and watched there on the wharf from whence they

were (hipped, and that the other was a paffenger in the faid bri-

gantine Elizabeth in her voyage towards Halifax. That the faid

Crean Brufh, by certificates under his hands, acknowledged feve-

ral parcels of the goods to be in his cuHody, and engaged to pre-

ferve them fafely, to make up exaft invoices thereof, and with the

approbation of the commander in chief, to return them to the own-
ers. That on the 29th day of March afterwards, the faid Peter

Ramfay, by orders from admiral Shuldham of the Britifh fleet,

given about eight days before, went on board the faid brigantine

Elizabeth, into which fome of the claimants goods had been fhift-

ed from the other veffels, and the fame day between the hours cf
th;-ee and four in the afternoon, failed with her under convoy cf
the Britifh fhip of war Niger, for Halifax in Nova Scotia, and
that on the Tuefday following, the faid John Manly in the Han-
cock coming up with the faid brigantine Elizabeth, which had in

the mean time parted from her convoy, fired a broadfide at her,

which was returned by a volley of fmall arms, when the faid Daniel
Waters in the Lee, and the faid John Ayres in the Lynch, joininrr

the faid John Manly, the faid Peter Ramfay flruck, it being about
iour or five of the clock in the afternoon, and the faid brigantine
was feized and carried into Pifcataqua river Jn New-Hampfliire

;

:>vhereupon the committee, after mature deliberation are of opinion,
that the faid brigantine Elizabeth, is not comprehended in the dp-

fcription
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fcriptton of vefleis, which with their cargoes by the refohitions of
Congrefs of the 25th day of November lall, may be forfeited, not
being an armed or a tranfport veffel, employed in the prefent war
againlt the United States, nor carrying provifions or other necef-

faries to the Britifh army or navy, within any of the United Colo-
nies ; and that the cafes of recaptures mentioned in the refolution

of Congrefs of the fifth day of December laft, adjufting the pro-

portions of falvage, thofe cafes only were intended in which the

veffels and their cargoes remaining in pofTeflion of the enemy,
might by the law of nations be condemned as prize, which is con-

ceived not to be the cafe with the faid brigantine Elizabeth and
her cargoe ; but that notwithftanding it was the duty of the re-

captors to recover the faid brigantine and her cargo, and that the

owners who otherwife might, and probably would have loft their

whole property, ought to make a reafonable fatisfaftion ; and

that therefore the faid fentence is erroneous, and ought to be re-

verfed and annulled : That the faid brigantine Elizabeth and fucho
parts of her cargo as were claimed in the faid court maritime, be

reftored to the refpeftive claimants, upon their paying to the Uni-

ted States and the recaptors one twelfth part of the value thereof,

to be determined by the appraifement of appraifers on oath ap-

pointed by the judge of the faid court : That the refidue of the

cargoe be fold, and the proceeds after dedufting the like propor-

tion and for the fame ufes, retained for the perfons who fhall here-

after prove their right to the fame; that William Burk comman-
der, and the marines and mariners of the Warren, an armed veflel

in the fervice of the United States, who claimed a part of the faid

brigantine Elizabeth and her cargo, as being joint captors, are

not intitled to a fliare of the falvage, it not appearing that they

were prefent or in fight at the time of the recapture : And that

the appellants recover againft the claimants their cofts as well in

the faid court maritime, as in the profecutior) of their appeal here
;

and that the caufe be fent back to the faid court maritime, for that

court to proceed in carrying this fentence into execution."

And the faid rei^ort being read, was agreed to.

Rifolvedi That fuch part of the twelfth adjudged in the fore^

•i-oing report to be paid in lieu of falvage, as belongs to the United

States, be releafed, and given up to the owners of ihe goods.

The committee on the llate of the prifoners brought in a report,

which was read

:

Ordered to lie on the table.

The board oftreafury, for the more regular fettlement of ac-

counts, propofed fundry queries to Congrefs; whereupon,

Refolved, That no allowance be made to officers for any arm«

iofl or taken from them by the enemy:

That no officer holding two appointments in the continental

army be paid for more than one, after notice was given to the

comraanders
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commandefs of the refpeftive armies, of the refolution of Con-

grefs againft officers holding double commiffions.

Refolved, That a committee of three be appointed to devife ways

and means for fupplying the treafury with a farther fum of money

:

The members ehofen, Mr. R. H. Lee, Mr. Wilfon and Mr,

Hall.

Refolved, That a committee of three be appointed to confider

what is to be done with negroes taken by vefltls of war, in the

fervice of the United States

:

The members ehofen, Mr, Wilfon, Mr. R. H. Lee and Mr.

Huntington.

Refolved, That 600 dollars be advanced to Mr. R. Erwin, wag-*

gon-mafter; he to be accountable.

Refolved, That the board of war be direfted to order the \' ir-

ginia troops, on their march to NeW'York, to halt at Trenton,

^ill farther orders.

Refolved^ That the colonels of the New-Jerfey militia make out

regular pay-rolls of fuch of the troops as have been under their

command, when called into the continental fervice, and have not

been paid by the convention of the faid flate:

That fuch rolls be attefted by the oaths of the commanding of-

ficer and captains of the refpedtive regiments, and paid by war-

rants on the pay-mafter there by general Mercer or the commaml-
ing officer In that department; he paying due attention to the re-

folutions of Congrefs tranfmitted herewith:

That one penny a mile be allowed, in lieu of rationsy to fiich

,men as have paid their expences while on their march to and from

the camp, from and to their refpeftive homes.

The feveral matters to this day referred, being poftponed:

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Tuesday, Ofloher 15, 1776.

A letter of the nth, T2th and 13th, from general WaOiington;
pne of the loth froR:v general Lee; one of the loth from general

Schuyler; one of the fame date from general Green ; one of the 9th;

from Jof. Trumbull ; one of the 4th from Seth Warner, and one of

the fame date from brigadier general Lewis, were read

:

Ordered, That the letters from general Wafhington and- general

Lee and Mr. Trumbull be referred to the board of war

:

That the letter from general Green be referred to the medical

committee, and the letter from general' Lewis to the board of '

treafury.

Application being made to Congrefs by John Foxcroftj Efq;
for leave to go to New York, to remove his family from the hor-

rors of war, and relieve them from the diftrefs in which they are

at prefent involved :

Refolved, That leave be granted him upon giving his'parole to

the
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the board of war; but he is not to fet out on his journey before

next week.

The board of war brought in a report, which was taken into

confideration ; whereupon,

Refilved, That general Gates be informed, that Congrefs have

it not in their power at prefentto fupply him with the artillery he

defires, but will procure fuch as foon as poflible

:

That two independant companies, confifting of fifty men each,

be immediately raifed to be commanded by lieutenant Whitcombe^

who /hould be appointed captain commandant; that he nominate

the officers of the faid two companies, who are to be appointed,

when approved of by the commanding officer in the northern de-

partment.

Refohsdt That the farther confideration of the report be poll-

poned.

William Davis, who was appointed deputy mufter-mafter ge-

neral of the flying camp, having requefted leave to refign that

commiffion

:

Refolved^ That leave be granted* and that to-morrow be affigned

for appointing a deputy mufter-mafter general for the flying camp.

Refolved, That 27 dollars be advanced to the captain of the

guard appointed to attend the waggons carrying goods to Ticon-

deroga.

The committee of treafury reported, that there is due to the fol-

lowing perfons the fum of 913 dollars and forty-three ninetieths;

for which an order is to be drawn in favour of Thomas Armour, viz.

To Peter Schlemmer, for viftualling the militia on their march

to New-Jerfey, —

—

Dollars 43.42 Ninety

To Frederic Rummel, for ditto, — — 65.49

To William Thompfon, viftualling general Lee's

guard, 5°-7^

To Elizabeth Kuritz, vIAualling militia, &c. 64.51

To George Stahe, for ditto, — — 86.54

To Adam Gartner, ditto, and fick foldiers, 260.86

To fundries for fupplying the militia and general

Lee's guard, 47*49
To Elizabeth Robinfon, for ditto, 12.48

To Andrew Nebbenger, for ditto, — 39'86

To Godlup Zegel, for ditto to gen. Lee's guard, 9.19

To Zacharias Sturgent, for ditto, 8.67

To Martin Brenefey, for ditto, — — 40.

To Frederick Rumble, for ditto, 72-33

To Jacob Bufliong, for ditto, — — 58.27

To Daniel Kyfer, for ditto, 29.66

To And. Horzeg, for repairing arms of ditto, 23.15

The whole amounting to — Dollars 913.43 NInet.

To
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To Baltzar Spangler, and to be paid to Thomas Armour, for

vitftualiing a part of general Lee's guard, nuriiug in the fnaall-pox,

&c. at York town, and for provihons to militia, 158 dollars and

twelve ninetieths:

To lieutenant Francis Nichols, of the late captain Hendricks's

company, for two months pay extraordinary to the following of-

ficers, viz.

To the late capt. Hendricks killed at the aHault

cf Quebec, .
' . Dollars 53-30 Ninet.

To lieutenant John M'Cieland, who died on the

march to ditto, • 36
To the faid lieutenant Nichols, — —^36
For the ufe of the executors of capt. Hendricks's

inlifting money, when the company was raifed, 85
at I dollar and one third each, — — i^3-30

The whole amounting to — — 23S.60

That there fhould be advanced to lieutenant Francis Nichols,

tor the purpofe of paying the foldiers of his company returned

from Q_uebec, the fum of 1753 dollars and thirty ninetieths, un-

til he can fettle the accounts of the company ; for which he is to

be charged

:

Ordered, That the faid fums be paid.

Refolvedt That two members be added to the committee of trea-

fury :

The members chofeni, Mr. Wythe and Mr. Smith.

The fecret committee brought in a report on the ijiflribution of

the cargo lately arrived at Providence, Rhode- Illand, in the brie^

Happy Return ; whereupon,

Refolved, That a copy of the invoice of the cloths and blankets

be fent to general Mifflin, quarter-mafter general, with an order

to Mefirs. Browns of Rhode- Ifland, to deliver the whole to his

order, and that it be recommended to tht faid quarter-iilaiter ge-
neral to have the cloths immediately made up for the foldiers either

In Rhode-Ifiand, Conneilicut, or by the taylors in the &rrny, as

may be thought beft by general V«'"afhington and himfelf:

That Meffrs. Browns be direfted to deliver to the continental

agent, at R.hode-Ifland, the remaining part of the cargo, with

orders to apply the lead, bullets, flintb, muflcets and powder, to

the ufe of the continentaJ frigates and cruizers, or fuch part there-

of as may be wanted for that fervice, and the reil to remain for

future orders :

That the faid agent be direfted to buy as m.uch good fat beef and
pork as can be cured by the fait in his poffefSon. for the ufe of
the navy :

That the agent be directed to forward the fulphur of the faid

cargo to the powder- mills in Connecticut and Rhode-Ifland, and
Vol. n, G 3 the
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the iive tens of faltpetre formerly fentiiy Congrefs froiri Philsdel-

^hia to Rhode-IiTand, from thence to the powder-mills of Mellrs.

iiiving fieri and Wifner, on the North River, in the ftate of New-
York, to be manufactured into gunpowder, for the continental

fervice.

Refolved, That 40,000 dollars be fent to R. Dallam, Efq; de-

puty pay-mafter jjeneial, for the ufe ot the flying camp and mi-

litia; he to be accountable.

The feveral matters to this day referred, being poftponed

:

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Wednesday, Ofioher 16, 1776.

A letter of the 9th from E.Pendleton, fpeaker of the aflembly

of Viroinia; one of the i ith from T. Jefierfon, were read :

Alfj, a letter oF the 12th from Jof. Trumbull, wherein he in-

forms Congrefs, that he has impowered Carpenter Wharton to pur-

chafe fait to the wefcward of New-Jerfey, and as m.uch pork, for

the ufe of the army, as fait can be had for, and requefts that Mr.
Wharton may be fupplied with fuch fums of money as may be ne-

ceiTary for this purpofe, and charged to the accounts of him the

faid J. Trumbull :

Repjlved, That Mr. Wharton be fupplied accordingly.

Refolved, That 16,803 dollars and fix ninetietho be paid to bri-

wadier general Miffiia or order, and charged to the account of Jon.

Trumbull, jun. Efq; deputy pay-mafter general in the northern

department; the fame being in full of a draught in his favour, by
John Pierce, afliilant pay-mafter, in behalf of the faid Jon, Trum-
bull, dated Albany, Oi,T;aber 7, 1776, for fo much ftopped for

him from the pay of the feveral regiments at Ticond^-roga, by the

laid pay-mafter.

Congrefs proceeded to the eleftion of a commiiuu- ^^ of cloathing

for the northern army, and the ballots being taken,

George Meafam was elecled.

Refolved, That George Meafam be allowed the pay and rations

of a major in the continental fervice.

Refolved, That the commander in chief of the northern depart-

ment appoint fuitable perfons to appraife on oath, and deliver to

the faid cornmilTary, all articles ofcloathing there, belonging to

the United States, and tranfmit his receipts, with the appraife-

ment, to the treafury office in Philadelphia :

That the faid commiifary emj)loy fuitable perfons to make the

cloathing, and add to the appraifed value of the goods, the charges

of makinp- ; and that he deliver the fame to the regimental pay-

mafters, agreeable to the orders herhay receive from the command-
er aforefaid.

Refolved, That general Waftiiiigton be impowered to appoint

3 commifTary of cloathing for the army under his immediate com-
mand,
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mand, and that lie be a'fo impowcred to appoint a deputy mufter-

mafter for tlic flying cajnp

Re/o/viii/, That one ton of powdtr be fent to North Carolina for

the ufe of the continental forces in that Ihite.

A letter of the ifi. of October from John Roche was read :

Qrdsrsd^ That it be referred to the mprine c?bminittee, and that

they do therein what they fhall think proper.

Congrefs took into confideration the report of the committee on

the {late of the prifoners ; whereupon,

Refohed, That William Livingfton, Efq. governor of New-
Jerfey be informed that Congreis have conlidevid his letter relative

to certain prifoners confined in Sonierffet jaii, and being unac-

quainted either with tneir characlers, or the caufes of their being

apprehended, reqiieil him to inquire into the i"amc, and report to

Congrefs their names and charatlcrs :

That foidiers r.ijd faiiors confined in jail bs hereafter allcued one

dollar and one-third, a week ; the allowance cf one dollar being

found infufiicient to fupport them comfortably.

Refolved, That t'.c remainder of the report l>e recommitted.

The marine committee to whom was referred the petition of

B. M''.rrnall and Brothers, and certain proportions from the Itate

of MaifachuiTetts-Bay, brought in their report, which was taken

into coniideration ; whereupon,

R^fohed, That wliat relates to B. Mardiall and Brothers be pod-

poned to Wednefday the 2:d inftant.

Rvfoived, That it be recommended to the general court of Maf-
fachiifetts-i>ay, to give the continental agent the full weight of

their influence to maie the frigate Hancock ready for fea im:uedi-

ately; that whatever e:-:pence ftiall accrue to the Hate of MalTa-

chufett3-Bay either for procuring '^v^ns or other ftores for fitting

the faid frigate, iaall be reimbnrn-;! on demand ; and that in di-

redting the cruiz-? of the faul fng>.ie the Congrefs will pay all the

regard to the protection of the commerce ©f Mafrachnfetts-Bay,

that the zeal of that (bate in the common cauie juftiy intiths it to.

A petition from captain C. Roberts was read, and rererred to

Mr. Walton, Mr. Hookinfon, and Mr. F. L. Lee, who SJ-e direc-

ted to inquire into the fails therein fet forth, and report to Con-
grefs.

A memorial from the chevalier d'Antlgnac was read, and refer-

red to the board of war.

A memorial from colonel D. Campbell was read; whereupon,

Refolved, That the commanding officer in the northern depart-

ment be defired to confirm or difapprove the fentcnce of the court

martial on col. D.Campbell, as he upon mature judgment fccill

think proper, and report to Congrefs.

Whereas umdry prizes have been heretofore taken by the cruiz-

crs fitted out by general Waihington at the continental expence,

?r.d
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and on continental account, and no accounts thereof have yet been

rendered by the ageni? who received and fold the faid prizes ; and
whereas a jull diftribution of fuch lliares of the faid prizes as are

due to the officers and men, agreeable to the rules and regulations of

Congrefs, ought to be made;
RefoheJ, That the marine committee be impowered to order

fuch diftribution of the faid prize money amongft the parties in-

terefted therein ; and that they recover from the faid agents the

continental fhare of all the faid prizes :

That the prefent continental agents do account with the ma-
rine committee from time to time, for the continental iliare of all

prizes received and fold by them, and that they pay the amount of

fuch prizes to the order of the faid committee :

That the faid agents make jull difcributions of the Shares in all

prises, that appertain to the officers and crews of the continental

fhips of war, agreeable to the rules and regulations of Congrefs, as

ibon after the fales of each prize as pofTible;

That the marine committee apply all the prize money they re-

ceive from the agents to the fervice of the marine department, and

hereafter render accounts thereof to Conjjrefs :

That the marine committee report from time to time all fums of

money they receive for prize? to the treaiury, in order that the

fame may be charged to their account in the treafury books.

The committee of treafury reported that there is due.

To capt. Sion Martindale and lieutenant Mofes Turner, for their

pay and rations from the ift of January to the 14th of 06iober,

1776, the fnm of 572 dollars, and feventy-fix ninetieths.

Orderrd, That the faid account be paid.

The fc-veral matters to this day referred being poftponed ;

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Thup.sday, OEloler i-j. 1 776.

A petition from Henry Keppele was laid before Congrefs and

read, fetting forth, that he hath entered an appeal againll the fen-

tence pafTcd on the fliip Charmmg Peggy, and praying that a con-

venient day may be afligned for hearing the faid appeal;

Refclved, That a committee of live be appointed with full powfr
to hear and determine upon faid appeal :

The members chofen, Mr. Huntington, Mr. Paine, Mr. Wythe,
Mr. Smith, and Mr. Wilfon.

Refolved, That a committee of four be appointed to review fuch

of the refclutions of Congrefs as relate to the capture and condem-

nation of prizes, and report what alterations or additions flioujd

be made refpefting the fame;

The members chofen, Mr. Vv^ythe, Mr. Rutledge, Mr. Paine,

and Mr. Huntington.

A petition from Carpenter Wharton was read
;

Refolved,
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Re/ii/ved, That it be referred to the council of fafety of Penn-

fylvania.

llcfohed. That a commiffary be appointed to fupply the batta-

lion commanded by colonel Mackay with proviiions; tlie ballots

belii^ taken,

Lphraim lilaine, Efq; was eleiled.

Rejjlzed, That Francis Lewis, junr. be perinltted to go to the

(late of New-York with Mr. Foxcroft.

The committee to whom the report on the ftate of the prifoners

in the jail of Philadelphia was recommitted, brought in a farther

report, which was taken into confidcration ; whereupon,

Rejolved, That the prifoners from North-Carolina be permitted

to return to their families, if the convention of that ftate fljall be

of opinion they may fo do, without danger to that or any other of

the United States ; and in the mean time that bedding, blanktts,

and other necelTaries be furniihed the gaoler by Mr. Meafe, for

the ufe of luch prilonert; as are unprovided with them:

That captain M'Kenzie be permitted to apply to the ftate of

North-Carolina for liberty to return there, and in the mean time,

that he be allowed ten dollars to bear his expences to Lancafter

coun!;y :

That lieutenant M'Clean, an half pay officer taken in Canada,

be permitted to refide at Reading on his parole.

Rt-fohed, That a committee of intelligence be appointed to fe-

Jeft aiid report fuch authentic accounts Z6 are from time to time

received by Congrefs of the ftate of the armies and navy of the

United States, as they fiiajl judge proper to be publiftied by au-

thority of Congrefs ;

The members chofen, Mr. Ruili, Mr. R. H. Lee, and Mr.
Kopkinfon.

Refohed, That a committee be appointed to bring in a plan for

the better regulating thetreafury board :

The members cholen, Mr. Gerry, Mr. Livingfton, and Mr^
Hopkinfon.

Mr. Duche having by letter informed the prefident that the ftate

of his health, and his parochial duties were fuch, as obliged him
to decline the honor of continuing chaplain to Congrefs,

Rejolved, That the prefident return the thanks of this houfe to

fhe reverend Mr. Duchc, for the devout and acceptable manner
in which he difcharged his duty during the time he officiated 33

chaplain to it; and that one hundred and fifty dollars be preiented

to him, as an acknowledgment from the houfe of his fervices.

The committee of treafnry reported that there is due.

To captain A. H. Bricefor his allowance as an officer prlfoner,

from 19th April to 17th October 1776, inclufive, being 26 weeks.

at 2 dollars a week, 52 dollars :

To
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To captain I'homas Heflieth for his allowance from 20th July
to J 9th Oftober, 13 weeks, at 2 dollars a week, 26 dollar;;:

To George Haas for the hire of his waggon and his expences
with money from Philadelphia to Bollon the fum of 131 dollars

and twenty-four ninetieths

:

To colonel Haufegger for the expences of himfelf and two pri-

foners from Ticonderoga to Philadelphia, 57 dollars and nine

ninetieths

:

To captain Matthew Smith to be paid to lieutenant Archibald

Steel, for inlifting his company confifting of 80 men, at i dollar

and one third each, 106 dollars and fixty ninetieths :

That they have examined the accounts exhibited by liefctenant

Archibald Steel of captain Smith's company, for the pay of 34
officers, and of adjutant Chriilian Febiger taken prifoners at Qj.ie-

bec, amounting to 1575 dollars and thirty ninetieths, (cxclufive

of the pay of one ferjeant, one corporal and twelve privates who
inlifted in the fervice of the king of Great-Britain, amounting to

476 dollars and fixty ninetieths, which is retained) of which he

received from Mr. J. Meafe the fum of 3 T4 dollars and thirty niner

tieths, which leaves a ballance due to the faid Steel of 1261 dollars.

That there is due, to George Steyer for linens furnifhed, and to

be charged to captain John Nelfon for theufeofhis company,

24 dollars :

To Adam Zantzinger for the hire of two waggons and the ex-

pence of an efcort of light horfo with money from Philadelphia to

the camp near New-York, 150 dollars and fixty ninetif ths:

To William Clayton for provifions fupplied militia on their

march to New-Jerfey, 24 dollars and tvventy-feven ninetieths :

To John Bates for 499 camp kettles delivered by him to Gufta-

vus Rifbersj, afiiftant to the deputy quarter mafier general, 665
dollars and thirty ninetieths :

To William Bentley to be paid to colonel Strieker for provi-

fions fupplied the Virginia troops on their march, 17 dollars and

fifty-four ninetieths

:

To Jofeph Bentley for provifions fupplied the militia and flying

camp on their march to New-Jerfey, 19 dollars and feventy-two

ninetieths

:

To Nicholas Bazin, a Canadian prifoner, for his allowance from

-id March to 17th Oftober, is 32 weeks and five fevenths, at 2

dollars a week, 65 dollars and thirty-eight ninetieths.

Ordered, That the faid accounts be paid.

The feveral matters to this day referred, being poftponed :

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow-

Friday, Oclohsr i3, 1776.

The board of war brought in a report, which was taken into

confideration ; whereupon,

Refohcd,
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Refohsd, Tljat Thaddeus Kofciufzko be appointed an enjri^

neer in the iervice of the United States, with the pay of fisty doi=.

lars a month, and the rank, of colonel.

The committee to whom the petition of colonel M. Hazcn was
referred, brought in their report, which was read.

The feveral matters to this day referred, being poflponed :

Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday. *

Monday, 0£ioher 2iy 1776.

A letter of the 14th and 17th from R. Harrifon the general's

fecretary ; one of the 1 8th from general Wafhington incloiing the

copy of a letter from general Arnold and other papers ; two of

the 17th and 19th from general Mercer; and one from Kenneth
Hankanfon, captain of a veflkl Itranded on the Jerfey Ihore, were

laid before Congrefs and read.

Ordered, That they be referred to the board of war.

A letter of the I3thj from R. Dallam was alfo read; where-

upon,

Refilved, That 19740 dollars be paid to Guftavus Rilberg, af-

fiitant to the deputy-quarter-maller-general for the ilying camp,

and charged to the account of the faid R. Dallam :

That 500,000 dollars be fent to Jon. Trumbull, Efq; deputv-

paymafter-general for the northern department

:

That 2000 dollars be advanced to the delegates of North-Caro-

lina, and charged to that Hate.

A letter of the 5th from colonel James Eafton was read.

The fecret committee having informed Congrefs that a vefiel

was arrived in New^HarnpQiire with a cargo on account of the con-

tinent, among which was a quantity of flints ; it was thereupon,

Refolved, That the fecret committee be direfted to order ^0,000
of the faid flints to general Schuyler for the ufe of the army in the

northern department, and the remainder to general Wafhineton,

for the ufe of the army under his immediate command.
A letter of the 20th from general Green was read :

Ordered, That it be referred to the board of war, and that they

be dire£led to apply to the council of fafety of Pennfylvania for

the loan of as many cartridges as they can fpare, which are to be
fent with all poffible difpatch to general Waftiington, and that thev

take the moft efFcftual meafures to have a fufficient quantity of car-

tridges made up in Philadelphia, end forwarded to general Wafh-
ington.

Refolved, That the powder in the magazine be kept for the pub-
lic fervice.

Congrefs being informed that there is at the lead mines in Vir-
ginia, a quantity of lead for the ufe of the continent,

Rsjlhed, That the board of war be dircfted to give orders to

have it brought to Philadelphia.

A memorial
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A memorial from Monf. Dorre was prefented to Gongrefs and

read:

Ordered, That it be referred to the marine committee.

A letter of the 20th from R. Harrifon, inclofing copies of let-

ters from general Gates and general Arnold of the 15th, and of

one from general Schuyler of the 16th ; aifo one of the i6th from

genera! Schayk^r, and one of the 19th from the convention of New-
York, being received, were read :

Ordi'red, That they be referred to the board of war.

The board of war brought in a report, which was taken into

confideralion ; whereupon,

Refohcdy That the deputy commiffary-general in Virginia be

direftcd to rnake contracts for the fupply of the troops in that

department, provided they can be made at a rate not exceeding

eight-pence Virginia currency a ration ; the contra<5lors to have the

ufe of the public waggons on any motion or march of the army,

from the place or places where Rationed :

That the commander in chief of each department be impowered

at the inflance of the commilfary-general or his deputies to employ

as many perfons under him or them, at fuch falary or wages as he

fnall think adequate, and as he may think the fervice from time

to time requires :

That the rations allowed to the feveral officers on the ftaff in the

army of the United States, not heretofore fettled, be as follows,

and that the deputy commifiary of Virginia be informed thereof;

To the deputy commifTary general 6 rations,

deuuty quarter mafter general 6 do.

deputy pay rnafter general 6 do.

deputy adjutant general 6 do.

deputy muller mafter general 6 do.

deputy judge advocate 6 do.

chaplain 3 do.

regimental fnrgeon 3 do.

iurgeon's mate 2 do.

That the deputy commiffiiry-general of Virginia be allowed

his reafonable travelling charges, to be fettled by the treafury

board.

The committee of treafury reported that they have examined

the following accounts paid by John Gibfon, Efq; auditor-gene-

ral, by order of the board, amounting to 687 dollars and twenty-

feven ninetieths; of which he received by the prefident's warrant,

500 dollars, and there remains due to him 1S7 dollars and twenty

feven ninetieths ;

Dollars. Ninetiethj

For parchment for the ufe of the treafury-ofHce, 2

George Hofnagle's account for 15 of the militia, i .45

Tohn Sparhawk's account for quills, paper-books,
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Do lars.NUietieihs,

tit. for the nfe of the comriiiiHoners fent

to Albany, —

-

— 4"^

Henry Deerlng's account for enter-

taining militia, — — j6 18

/\ndrew Smith's account for ditto, 12 78
Jofeph Sheerer's account for ditto,

paid Thomas Wiggins, — 14 20
John Druit, for Bernard Romans's

order, to be charged to the faid Ro'
mans^ — — j6

^

Conrad Alder's account for enter-

taining rnilifia, — 5 45:

Philip Upri<iht*s ditto, for ditto and
guard of J)owder to Virginia, g 6

John Nice's ditto, for ditto, 17 36
Levi Hollingfworth's account for ef-

corting money to Amboy, — 16 7^
William Perkins, foifupplies to troops, 2 , 84'

Porterage of a box wiih the Mafliiclm-

fetrs papers, -

—

— 6
Capt. Read's account of cxpcnces of

Jiis company on their inarch to camp, ip ^3
Capt. Wheely's account of ditto, 27 t^j,

Capt. M'Keiizie, for fabfiilance, 3
Mor.(. Lotbinier, French chaplain, one

snonth's pay and rations, — 41
Benjamin Condy, for cake ink, 6 3^ ^

Thread for the ufe of the office, le
Secretary Peters*s order for transport-

ing lieut. Symmes's baggage, 10 30
Allen M'Donald fen. Allen McDonald

jun. Alexander M'Donald, Renncl M*Do-
nakl, for three weeks allowance to thcm-
felvcs and two fervants, to Sept. 24, 36

William Rofs's account of fubflftance

to militia, — — 9 j-^

Valentine Vanholt's account of ditto, 9 o
R Lumfden, for wood, hauling and

fiWlrig, — ~
9 2 3,

John Streeper's accoTifit for fubiifting

militia, — — 13 9
Poftage of a letter from Ticonderot^a, 49
Monf. Lotbinier, one month's pay and

rations, — — 41 30
Allen McDonald, for the hire of a -vro-

.^.{.n fervaiit allowed him from 4th of june
to 24th of September, j a weeks, j6

VoL.lJ, K 3 John

i.9
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, John M'Kinzie, a prifoner from North-
Carolina, his allowi»nce from 20th Sept.
to I 7th Oct. 4 iveeks, 8

Bartholomew Vanheer's account of dif-

borfernents to tiie army in Canada, and 6
months pay as lieuLt-nanr, 145' ^j
ydah Korreft, captain of a company

in col. ii vine's battaiic-n, funnfhing 86
njen, non-commii/ioned officers and pri-

vate?;, with provilions from Annapolis to

Fhilacleiphia, ) 15 miles at r d. a mile each,

s]fo to t captain and 3 fubaltei ns 115 miles. .

'ait pd. in the whole — 121 35:

Total, ^- 6S7 27
Of which received

. 500
The ballance due, 1S7 27

That t'^ere is due to Robert Jewel, for the maintenance
cf ftate prifoneis in the new goal, and for candles, &c,

429 4; doilars^.

To the late capt. William Flendiicks's company, and to

be paid to lieat. Francis Nichols of the faid company, foi?

the baliance of an account for their pay, arms loft at the
ilrorm of Ojiebec, hunting fhirts, &c. 1622.22 dollars.

To William Pollard, for LheeypenceofKimfelfand others

of I'je lioiit horfe, af an efcort wiih money from Philadel-

<j>hia to Ne-,v-York and Bofton. 29T.57 doilars.

To Jacob Hartinan for the hire of his waggon, bringing

the baggage ofihe prifoners from Canada, Irom Elizabeth-

town to Philadelphia, 16.60 dollars,

1 o John Hall and Samuel Parker, for cleanirrg and re-

pairing 200 muik.ts with baj'onets, fcabbards, &c. •fot'the

German battalion, 215.78 dollars.

To Coxe. Ftirman and Coxe, for carriage ofpowder from
Philadelphia to Virginia, and tlie pay of capt. Matthis for

taking change of the fame, 233.81 dollars.

Ordered, That the faid accounts be piid;

Con^refs took into confideration the form of the oath to

be t^k.^n by the officers in the fervice of the continent,

which was agreed to, as follows,

I -^—>* do acknowledge the Thirteen United States

cf America, namely, New-Hamp(hire, Maflachnfetts-Bay,

Rhode-lfland, Conne(fticut, New- York, New-Jerfey, Penn-
fylvania, Del-ware, Maryland, Virginia, North-Carolina,

S>>uth-Carolina, and Gsorgiaj to be free, independent and
fovereign States, and declai'c that the people thereof ove
no allegiaiLce or obedience to George the third, king of

Great-
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Creat-Brltain; and I renounce, refnfe nr.d abjure any al-

legiance or obedience ro him : and I do fvear ilv.ii I will to

ihe utniofl of my power fupporr, .maintain and defend ihe

laid United States againll iha faid king Geo;ge tiie thi: d,

and his heirs and futceilors., and his and theii abettors, af-

iiftanrsand adherent^, ?aid\vi!i ferve the tliid Unired States

in the office of—r— , which i now hoid, and in any other

office which I muy hereafter hold by their Appointment cr

under tiieir aatliority witli fidelity and honour, andaccot;'

ding to the bcft ofmy fliili and uiideiitandlng. So heli)me

God,
Rejolvedy That every officer wlio holds'fir fliall hereafter

liold a commlifion or office from Congrtfs, ftail fubfcnbe

the above declaration and rake the foregoitig oatli,

Re/ohed, That ico,oco dollars be fent 10 the deputy pay-
mailer general in Virginia,

The feverai matters to tins day referred bcin'r noR-Donf d,

adjourned to 10 o'clock to-inoriovv.

T tr E s D A Y, Oflober 22,, 1776.

A letter from gejjcrai iVLfHin to capt. r'aikiKr, was laid

tefore Congrel's aiicl lead.

Ordered, That it be referred to a comnylttce of tliree,

and that they be diredled to engage and fend to head"
quarters, a fkiliful active M^harf^ builder, wiili proper af-

iiftants.

The men)berg chofc'Ji; Mr. Morris, Mr. Wilion_, and Mr,
Rofs.

The conimltte.e of treafury rcpcrtedj thp?£ there is dne.
To monfieur O, H. Rouvillej his fervant F. H. de Beau-

baffin,
J,

B. H, de Ronville, Jofeph de JarJaijS, and jofepU
and Gabriel Heitei-, ?ov their allowance from i^3th Jvdj
to tSth Oclober, 1776^ i?S.6o dollars^

That they h-Ave examined the accounts of D. S. Franks,
for fundry goods Xbpplied the army in Canada, amoijiuing
to 3748.84 dollars, of which he received a v, arrant of the
7S:h of September for 1600 cloljars, and that there is a
ballance now due to him of 2148.84 dollars.

That there is due to Natiian Sellers, for a paper-inovjld,

letters and borders, :f) dollars.

That there fliould be advanced to col. liollingrworth,

the film of 1626.60 dollars for fupplies of rations and
v/aggons for the Virginia battalions froiu ihs Head p* Klk
to Ciieller, he to be accountable.

Ordered, That the i"aiu iams be paid.
The board of war brought in a report, wliich ifas taken

Jftto coriiideratio]! ; v.-i:::rcopoii
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Refohed, That general Schuyler's application to tke
Eaftern ftates aud to the ftatc of New-York, lor their mi-
liria, is approved.
That the refolution for fending home the Canadians, b«

fufpeiided till farther orders.
- That the board of war order the feveral prifoners in.

Philadelphia, to the places of their deftination, ajid that

they write to the feveral committees \rho have the charge
of prjfoners, nor to fiiffer them to go beyond the bounds
alio Acd them, nor to permit any of them to come to Phi-

ladelphia wiLliout leave 'firft obtained from the beard of
war.

Refolved, That Mrs. Antil, with her child and lifter, Mift
Colden, be permitted to go to general Mercer, who is de-

lired to permit them to proceed to New-York, taking ef-

pecial care that they tarry no intelligence to the enem}^
Tiie fecret committee reported, th t the cargo lately

arrived at Portfmouth, in the brig niarc^uis of Kildare,

capt Palmer, coniii!-'; of the following articles, visr. 5ocolb

of powder, 250 fmaH arms, 100,000 flints, 4000 yards of
fmaii canvas, 4 to 50c jackets, roo knapfaf:k.s, roo leg-

gings, 80 large rngs, 2 bales of woollen^, i bale of lin-

liens, and lo tons of lead; whereupon
Mefohsdy That the powder, loc fmall arms, 2COO flints,

part of the c:invas, 80 rugs, and part of the lead, be ap»

plied by the continental agent for the ufs of the conti-

3iental frigate R.ileigh :

That 60 000 flinis b;; Tent to general "vVartn'neton :

That 58,000 flints, . 50 finail arms, i OQ knapfackc, roo
leggings, a.vd 8 Lons ofTead, be fent to the northern army,
under general Schuyler and general Gates :

That the remainde^r oF the canvds be made into tents^

and fent to the northerji army :

That \he j.Tckets, if fit for foldiers, be fent to the nCr-

the^u arniy ; if fit for failors, be diilribnted amongfl: the

continental frigates at Portfmonth and Bofron

;

That the tv^ o bales of wt)C>liens be made up intofoldiers

cloalhs For the norrhern army;
That the bale of Hnnens, if fit for foldiers fliirts, or

other purpofes for tlie army, be made up and fent to the

northern army, if jiot fuilable for pablic nfe, be fold to

the beft adva"tage.
The commictec to '.vhom was refeiTed the petition, of

Charles Roberts, brought in a report, which was read and

difagreed to.

Tbe feveral matters to t'lis day referred, being pofl--

|!Dued, adjourr.ed to ten. o'clock to-jnorrcw.

"WEDNESrAYs.
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Wednesday, O&ober 2%, 177^.
Congrefs being informed that a veilel from Loudon to

Quebec, loadeji with dry goudSj air!Ci;g which is a quan-
tity of blankets and'coarfe clothf, fit for foldiers cloathir^g,

was lately taken and brought to Rhode-Ifland,

Rtfolved, That governor Cooke be recjuefted imm£<]i-

ately to purchafe, at cotitinental expence, for the ufe of
the army under general Wafliington, all the faid blankets

and cloths; that the blankets be fent to general Wafli-

ington, and the cloths be made up agreeable to the di-

recHons ofbrigadier general MifHin, quarter-mailer gene-

ral

Ordered, That the committee of cloathing forward the

above refolution, and acquaint general Walhington and^,

brigadier general Mifflin therewith.

Refolved, That two more brigadiers general be appointed.

The ballots being taken,

Colonel William Maxwell and
Colonel William Smallwood were elecT;ed.

Certain refolutiojis pafTed by the convention of Mary-
land, refpedling the raifing the eight battalions allotted

to their ftate, were laid before cungrefs, and read ;

Ordered, That they be referred to a coromittee of three,

."who are directed to report an anfwer thereto :

/ The members chofen^ Mr, Wilfon^, Mr. Paine, Mr.
Rutledge.

Rcfhlved, That it be referred to the board of war to

confi-'ler in what W'ay Monfiei^r de Roche Fermoy may bcr

employed in the fervice of the- contin«it :

That the application in favour of lieut. Van Ilederich

be referred to the board of war :

Th..t Samuel Fairlamb's account be referred to the

board of treafury.

7 he committee of fre'a fury reported^ that there is due,

To jofeph Borden, Efc; for waggonage, boat-hire, &Cb
tranfporting carpenters anri their baggage from Philadel-

phia to Pawle's Hookj after cledutfting 2 dollars and the

fum of 2^30 dollars for the hire of a four horfe team
ofV/illiam Alien,, dedudled for want of a voucher, and 2

doII?.%s psid by capt. CalUorp, ^i^ dollars.

That they have examined the account of Eiihu Spencer
for Ins falary as a miinonary to North-Ci.r.]jna, from the
J4th December, i 77-, ro the 4th Mr.y, :776, being 4
raonths and 2t days, at 4c dollars a month, i86.4(; doriars.

That the faid midionsry ought to be allowed in acldiii-

tin to. his fdary^ 16 dollars per jnonth;, which is .75. 18 dcL
That



430 Journals ok Cokgress.

That he received jl warriant of the 20th December laft,
^

ifor rio dollars, and that there is now due to hini the fam
of 141.63 dollars,

- That there is due to Alexander M^Worter, miffionary

to North-Carolina, for the like rime, at. the (alary of 40
dollars and allowance of 16 dollars a month, after de-

<dud:ing 120 dollars he i-eceived, the fnm of 141.63 dol.

That there is due to adjutant Chriftian Ferbiger, and
lieitt. Archibald Steel, to be ])aid to the latter, for 2 months
extraordinary pay to Ferbiger, at 18 i-^ 36.60 dollars.

For 2 months ditto to Steel as lieutenant, at 18. 36 doL
For 8 months 22 days to ditto as adjutant, from 9th

Noveniber to ift Augult, 1776, at 18. 1-5 160.10 dollars,

the whole amounting to 232.70 dollars.

That there is due to John Dutiiap for 97 reams of car-

tridge paper, fent to Ticonderoga, 323.50 dollars.

To Alexander Rutherford, for roo bayonet fcabbards,

fupplied capt. R. Falkner of the 5th Virginia regiment,

40 dollars.

To capt. Hendrick Smock, for expences of a guard and
prifoners from head-quarters, New-Jerfey, to Philadel-

phia, 44- 18 dollars.

To Rene. O. H. de Rouville, a Canadian prifoner, for

fsls allowance from 1 6th January to 13th July laft, 25, 5-7

yi/eelis, at 2 dollars a week, ' 51-38 dollars.

Jl'or his fervant's allowance, 255-7 3425 dollars,

amountiiig to 85.63 dollars,

Crdired, That the faid accounts be pa;d.

Upon appiication of the delegates cf Delaware,

licfuhed. That 120 dollars be advanced to capt. Johji

Woodgate of col. Patterfon's battalion, he to account lor

the fame with the pay-mafter of the'faid battalion.

Congrefs took into confideration the report of the com-

siittee on the petition of col. M. Hazen, whereupon
Refahed, That the fum of 966 2-3 dollars be paid to col.

Mofes Hazen for his farming', fniith's and potalh, carpen-

ter's, joiner's, cooper's «nd flave-maher's tools, and for

jtiichors and cables faid to be taken by, and appropriated

to the ufe of, the army imder general Mcntgomery.
That the regiment under the command of tlie faid col.

Hazen remain on the original e'dabllfliment thereof, and

fee rernjited to its full camplenient in any of the Thirteen

United States; as it was upon thefe terms he entezed into

the fervice, and the faid reghnent cannot be faid to belong

rO any particular ftate, nor to be any addLdoiial cxpence

\\\ tlie mode of o^icering the famCc
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, The feveral matters to this day referred being poflponed,

adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow.

Thursday, Otioher ai,, 1776.
A petition from William Moore, and one fi-om Wiillam

Rigg, were prefented to Congrefs and read-

Orderedj That they be referred to the marine commitree,
and that the faid committee furnifh the petitioners with
fubfiftance during their relidence in Philadelphia.

Application being made in behalf of Samuei Horlock
and Livingfton, efqrs for leave to go to BoHon, aiid

from thence back to New- York,
Rejo vedf That leave be granted them upon their giving-

parole.

Refohed, That an order for 133 1-3 dollars be drawn on
the treafurer, in favor of R. Peters, efq; fecretary to the

Iboard of war, to pay for a light waggon purchafed for the
ufe of the Congrefs, and that he be empowered to purchase
another light waggon.

Refolved, Thac 500 dollars be advanced to the committee
appointed to contracfi with and fend an adtive wharf-build-

er, and proper affillants, to general Washington, for the

ufe of the faid wharf-builders.

Ee/ohed, That the board of Avar be direc'red to order the

Virginia battalions to march to Trenton, and there hale

till farther orders.

A reprefentation from the council of fafety of Peitnfyl-

vania to the board of war, was laid before Gcngrefs and
i ead :

Ordered to lie on the table.

A memorial from David Franks was laid before Congrefs

and read, defiling leave for himfelf and Patrick Rice, his

clerk, to go to New-York, in order to lay his receipts and
vouchers, for the provlfions furniflied to the Britiih prifo-

ners, before the commiflary general, and obtain certitl-

caies to be prefented to, and figned by, tlie general of the

Britifh forces, without which he cannot be reimbuifc<L
Refi'lved, That leave be granted then), npon their-glv-

ing parole not to give any intelligence to the encii'j, ahq.

that theyAvill return lo this city.

A petition of Benjamin Eyre was read.

Ordered, That it be referred tO a comniittce of thr'Crs

Tlie fijembers chofen, Mr. Lewis, I\Ir. Payne, a3>d Mr,
F. L. Lee t

A petition from capt. Anftruther, a prifcn cr. zxA one
from Simon Caibolais, Avere read ;

Rej!,hed, Tliat they be rejected.

I

• '

^
,

Ecjhlv^d,

'"%fe
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RifohjeJ, That 5000 dollars be advanced to E. Bla5ne.

Efq; for the ufe oi his baftalicn, raifed on the "weliiern

frontiers of Pennfylvania, he to be accountable.
Tiie feveral matters to this day referred, being pofl:-

poned. Adjourned to ic o'clock to-morrowr.

F R T D ^ V, '^ttoher as', ' 775.

A letter of rlie 2 ill f'-'"« n R. H. Harrilbn, was read;
alfo a cerfi)t,MCe from b; (jri.ne' s general H. Mercer, and
P. Dickinf-n. i" favour »>i 'he rev.. Jolm Ncvelling, who
dificiaitd as cUapluin to 9 baiialloiis, of New-Jerfey,

Ordered, Tliat the ce ilr-ate be referred to rhe board of
tx'eafury ; and that they eitjiiire how lop.g Mr. Nevelling

officiated as inenri^ned in tue r\i ! ce *ificate, and allow

him for his fervices at the rate of 50 dollars a month ;

A petition from Alice Brazier and daughter, Hannah
Haynej, and Elizabeth Bouvc, was prefented to Congi'efs

and read

;

OrdcnJ, That it be referred to the board of trcalury.

Refolvid, That qooo dollars be advanced to col. Mofes

Hazeu, towards inlifting his battalion, he to be account-

able.

A letter of the 20th from P. Zabrifide and J. Morgan
was read ;

Ordered^ That it be referred to the board of treafnry.

A memorial from M. Irwin was prefented to Congrefs

and read

;

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three,

anvl that they confer with the council of fafety of Penn-
fy)vania refpeOling the fame, and report thereon to

CoMo-refs :

Tne members chofen, Mr. S. Adams, Mr. Whipple, and
Mr. Hart.

The committee of treafary reported, that there is due
to P.obei t Chafe, late commander of the Gafpe fhip of war,

for his allowance (from ift March to 24th Otflober, 1776
inclufive) ^4 weeks, at 2 dollars, 68 dollars.

Tliat they have examined an account exhibited by capt.

Robert Cl'.iggage, for fuaidry articles charged to him.

which he pays an allowance of, and that he ought to be

credited for the following fums charged in the Bedford

county accounts, viz.

Drilling for haverfacks, account no. r. 6 : 5 : 10

Pa: t cf articles charged in account no. 31. \ '. \% -. 6

CaOi paid Bjrnard Dougherty — o : 1,5 : o

An overcharge in a rifle, bought of William

Feeble — ^ — -* — — « 0:10:0
A
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A cKarge of Abraham Cable, efq; in addi-

tional recount no. 2. — — —

.

3:7:4
Repairing arms charged in col. Irvine's ac-

count, per vouchers, no. 7 and 8. — 9:2:5
Occafional expencts which he paid for his

company on their march from Bedford to

Bollon, — — — — — 9:7*9
The whole amounting to 82.82 dollars. 31 : 1 : 10
That there is due to John Mitchel, forexpences of a par-

ty of light horfe going with money from Philadelphia to

Ticonderoga, a ballance of 52I. 16s. 6d. and for coach-

hire, expeiices, &c. for himfelf and Mr. Dunlap, as a guard
•with gen. Prefect and brig. M'Donald, and their two fer-

vants to New- York to be exchanged, 78I. i 8s. 6d. both fums
amounting to IC9I. 15s. equal to 292.60 dollars:

*Thnt there firould be advanced ro Mr. Hodgkin and Mr.
Crowftedt, two midihipmen taken prifoners, three weeks
allov/ance each, at 2 dollars, 12 dollars :

That there is due to Roger Sherman, efq; for the ex-

pences of the committee appointed to enquire into the ftate

of the army at New- York, and two fervants, 76.71 dol-

lar.?, to be paid to EJbridge Gerry, efq;

Ordered^ That the faid accounts be paid.

Refolved, That two mouths pay be advanced to lieu?.

David Zigler, who was v/ounded and is come to Philadel-

phia for the purpofe ofperfedling his cure.

Refolved, That it be recommended to the feve^al aflem-
blies and conventions of the United States forthwith to
import, or otherv/ife procure, full fupplies of fire arms,
bayonets, brafs or other field pieces, powder, lead, flints,

medicines, intrenchjngtools, tentcloth, blankets aJid other
cloathing, for fu( h of their miiitia as are deficient therein,

and to fend to the board ot v ar and ordinance a copy of
their refolutions for this purpofe, that the fame may be
laid before Congrefs.

The feveral matters to this day referred being poflponed,
adjourned to 10 o'clock en Monday.

Monday, Cclohr 2B, TJ'}6.

Refolved, That 1000 dollars be advanced to the commit-
tee appointed to engage wharf-builders, for the ufe of the
workmen er.gaged, and that they render an account of
the expenditure.

Alerter of the- i7t'i from general '^chuyler was read, to-

gether with the report of a court '*\ inquiry appointed to

difcover what itores wer*? on baard the enemy's fleet taken
in the river St. Lawreiice;

Vol. II. I 3 Ordsredf
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Ordered, That the report be referred to the board oi

treafnry,

A letter of the 6th from brigadier Andrew Lewis, was
read, and referred to the board of war.
A petition of William Savage, Thomas Corbett, and

John Scott, in behalf of William Wilfon, together with
fandry papers therein referred to, was read, and referred
to the marine committee. i

A letter of the i6th from the convention of New York,
and a letter from Thomas Cufhing, dated in Auguft, were
read ;

Ordered, That the laft be referred to the committee for

Indian affairs.

Rejoived, That monf. de Boys, upon refigning his com-
miflion, have leave to return to Martinico.

Congrefs being informed that certain perfons were bufy
in monopolizing and engi-offing the articles neceflary for

the army, with a view to enhance their price, and pre-
vent the army from being fiipplied;

Refohed, That a committee of three be appointed to en-
<julre into this matter, and report thereon to Congrefs :

The members chofen, Mr. U^'ythe, Mr. Gerry, and Mr.
Rutledge.

The committee to whom the memorial of Matthew Ir-

win was referred, reported that they have conferred with
the council of fatety of Pennfvlvania, who fay they have
fome fait (the quantity they cannot afcertain) which they
are willing to fell for the ufe of the army:

Ordered, That the faid committee apply to the council

of fafety, and requeft them to fell to Mr.M. Irwin, for the

ufe of the army, as much fait as they can poflibly fpare.

The marine committee brought in a report, which was
read; whereupon

Refohed, That the marine committee be impowered to

emplo}' fuch perfons as they fhall think proper to execute

the bufineCs entrulled to them^ and report their namesto
Congrefs :

That the farther confideration of the report be poftpo-

3ied till to-morrow.
The committee of treafury reported that there is due.

To Thomas Duiiahoo, a Canadian prifoner, for his al-

lowance from the tgth of July to the 25th of Odtober inlt.

15 weeks at 1.-50 dollars a week, 20 dollars ;

To capt. William Brady, of the late col. Stevdnfon's bat-

talion, for 12 rifles purchafed by him for the ufe of his

company, 177 dollars.

Ordered
J That the faid accounts be paid.

* The
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The fevera' matters to this day referred being pollponed,

adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow.

Tuesday, OBobsr 29, 1776.
Congrefs being informed that Tim. Dod^ an exprefs

from Ballon, who was entrufted with difpatches from ge-

neral W^aihingtoii, has had them ftolen from him at Bj iitoi

in this (tare;

Rejched, That a committee of two he appointed, with
powers to make every neceflary inquiry, and to take every

ftep they think proper for tiie recovery of the faid dif-

patches, and the difcovery of the perfon or perfjns by
whom the faid papers w^ie ftolen : that if .hey have good
reafon to fufpeift any perfon orpeifors, they immediately
fecure them till the farther order of Congre s, and return
their names, wirh the caufes of fufpicion to this houfe :

that they difpofe of the coniineiiial prifoneis at Briftol in

fuch manner a? tliey fball think beft :

That all civil officers be reqaelted, and all continental

military officers be or^lered, to afford every ai!iitance that

may be required by the faid committee:
The members chofen, Mr. Wilfon and l/ir. Hopkinfon.
Rsjolvedf That col. Cadwaladcr and col. Bayard be re-

quelled to accompan^' the faid committee to Briilol.

Refolved, That 40,000 dollars be advanced to Mr. J.
Meafe, for the public fervice, he to be accountable :

That 6qoo dollars be advanced to col. Buckner, of the
6th Virginia battalion, for the ufe of the faid battalion,

he to be accountable.

Refolved, That Charles' Hughes have leave to go the Well-
Indies in the fchooner Thiltle.

A letter from Mr. Bache was read ;

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee cf three :

The members chofen, Mr. Wythe, Mr. Paine, and Mr.
Livingfton.

Whereas the fortifying the entrance of the river of cape
Fear, in the flate of North-Carolina, will tend greatly to

the advantage and fecurity of that ftate, by furnifhing a
fafe harbour for foreigners and excluding the enemy's flaips

:

Refolved therefore, That ic be recommended to the con-
vention of the ftate o€ North-Carolina to fortify and fecure,

at the espence of their ftate, the entrance of the faid ri=

vei", by erecting batteries and other works of defence ; by-

placing obftruclions in proper parts of the faid river, and
purfuingfach other meafures as in their opinion v,'il] beit
conduce to prevent the introdtuflion of the enemy's fhins,

^ad jprotedt the trad^ of the faid ftate : and iu cafe heavy
canuoa
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catiTifin cannot be procured in the ftate of North=CaroHna,
it is further recommended to the laid convention to apply
to ihe ilate of Soiith-CaroKna, requefting the loan of fuch

cannon as they can fpare from their own neceffities, who
it is not doubted will contribute, as far as it may be in their

power, to accomplifh a purpofe v/hich will be of general

utility to the fouthem ftates.

Congrefs refumed the confideralion of the report of the

nT^'i'i- committee, whereupon
Rsj'oivcd, That no private fliips or veflets of war, mer-

chant fhips, or othei veflels belonging to the fubjedis of
rhe.'V rales, be permitted to wear pendants, when in com-
pauy with co.^.inental fiiips or veflels of war, without leave

fr'ui" rhe commaiiditig officer thereof:

That if any mei chant fhip or veflel fhall wear pendants
in company with cqntinental fhips or veflels of war, with-
oui 1 ave firfl: ob'^ain^d from the commander thereof, fuch
coiniKiiider be authorifed to take away the pendants from
the offender :

Taat if private fhips or veflels of war refufe to pay the
ref,>ed; due to tlie continental fhips or veflels of war, the
ca^^ -ain or commandei" fo refufing fhall iofe his commilfiou.

RefolveJ, rhat tlie farther coaflderation of tiie report be
poftpoiied till tO'inorrow.

The feveral matters to this day referred beiiigpoftponed,
adjourned till 10 o'clock to-morrow.

Wednesday, O^ohr ^o, 1776.
The committee of treafury repoi'ted that there is due,

To Mr. -.lien, for hisexpences while detained here for

the purpofe of taking cbarge of money for Virginia, the

fum of 17 20 dollars:

That a farther fum of 77.46 doUars be paid to Mr. Fair-

lamb, which will be the ballance due to hira on his account

as it now ftands, exclufivc of his requeft for a farther al-

lowance on the ration ftipulated in Axis contra(5l, and of

37 cords of wood not allowed for want of vouchers

:

Ordered, That the above accounts be paid.

Refotvsdy That tlie fun of ;o dollars be paid to captain

Moore, to enable him to proceed to Europe.

A letter of this day from col. M. Hazen was read ;

Aif) a petition from Andrew Stalker, late commande^
of the br g T hree Friends, praying for leave to depart the

Sna'^^s of \m?rica, and re-vifit his native country ;

Refoived, Tliat the prayer of the petition be granted.

A pel itiou frum Johti Tillman was read.

AlcLterofthe 2jth from gov Livingfton was read and re=

ferred to Dr. K.ulh;, Mr. Rofs and Mr. Lynch= ^ Refolved^
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Refohed, That 2000 dollars be advanced to col. Scott, of

the 5^h Virginia battalion, for the ufe of the faid battali-

on, he to be accountable :

That 2000 dollars be advanced to col. HaulTeger, of the

german battalion, for the ufe of the faid battalion, he to

be accountable.

The board of war having recommended Jacob Myle to

be quarter-mafter^ and Ebcrhart Michael pajmailer to the

german battalion ;

Refolvedf That they be accepted, and commiffions grant-

ed to them accordingly.

Mr. Duche having by a letter to the prefideht acknow-
ledged his obligaiion for tlie kind manner in which Con-
grefs have exprefled their approbation of his f^rvice, and
requefled, as he accep'ed their appointment fi om motives

peifedlly difinterefled, that the 130 dollars vc'ted to him
may be applied to the relief of the widows and children of
fuch of the pennfylvania officers as have fallen in battle in

the fervice of their country ;

Refohed, "^hac the money be depoU'ed with the council

of fafety of Pennfylvania, to be applied agreeable to the

requefl of Mr. Duche.
A memorial from Robert Jewell was read;
Orderedy That it be referred to the committee 011 goVa

Livingflon's letter.

Rtjolved, That rgg.'o dollars be advanced to Evans and
Stretch, the commanding officers of the guard going with
money and cioathing for the northern armyj they to be

accountable.

The committee of treafury reported that there is due.

To monf. Pierre Gamelin, a prifoner from Canada, for

his allowance from the 26th of March to the 28th of Odlo-
ber inclulive, being 3 1 weeks at 2 dollars a week, 62 dol.

To Marcus LuciiJius Pvyal, a prifoner, for his allowance

from the 22^1 of Auguft to the 24ch of October inclulive,

^ weeks at 2 dollars, 18 dollars.

To lieut. Jacob Schalch, a prifoner, for his allowance
from the 19th of July to the 25th of Otfiober inclufive, 14
•weeks at 2 dollars, 28 dollars.

To do(S:or James Gill a prifoner, for his allowance from
the 19th of July to the 25thof Odlober inclufive, 14 weeks
at 2 dollars, 28. dollars.

To licut. Simon Evans, a prifoner, for his allowance^

from the 23d of Augiilt to the i8ch of Odlober in-clufive, S
weeks at 2 dollars, 1 6 dollars.

To Pelatiah Webller, for 20olb. of rhubarb 600 dollarSo

To Alexander Middleton, of the 5th Virginia battalion,

for
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for his account of medicmes, board, nurfery and nccefla-

Ties for the fick of the faid battalion. 86.60 dollars.

Orderedy That the faid accounts be paid.

The committee to whom was referred the refolution of
the convention of Maryland, brought in a report, which
was taken into conlideration ; whereupon

Rsjolvedy That the prefi^'cnt write to the convention of
Maryland, and inform them that their refolutions relative

to cheir paying ten dollars in lieu of the 100 acres of land
determined by Congrefs to be given to fuch non-commilE*
oned officers and foldiers' as ihall inlift to fe: ve durina the
w'ar, v/ill, in the opinion of this houfe, if carried into ex-

ecution, prove extremely detrimental to thefe dates, as it

will, in all probability, induce fuch foldieis as are tio com-
pofe the remainder of the levies, to require an equal fum
from the United States, and by refufing to inlift '.ill their

demands fhall be complied with, compel the Congrefs to

the immediate payment of an additional bounty^ far be-

yond what is reafo'iable :

That this houfe, being fatisfied with the propriety of of-

fering land to the fotdiery, a an inducement to inlift in

the fervice, cannot refcind .the faid refolution ; and are of
opinion, that the faith wliich this houfe, by virtue of the

power with vyhich they were veiled, have plig ited, mufl: be
obligatory upon their con^iru'^nts; that no one 'l"ate can by
its own acT; be releafed therefrom, and that the interell of
the United States would be deeply and injurioufly affecTred

fhould the Congrefs, at this time, confent to a compromife
between any Hare and the forces to be by them raifed :

Tiiat the faid convention by t^ieir faid refohition feern

t'ij apprehend that their ftate would be obliged in their in-

dividual capacity, to make good ihe bouncy of land here-

after to be given to the foldiery ; v/hcreas it was tiie inten-

tion of Congrefs to provide the faid land «^t the cxpence of
the United States : v
That the faid convention be requefled to re-confider tne

faid refolutious, and to give to their commiifioners ap-

pointed to repair to the camp, fuch inftruc^iions as will en-

able them to carry into execution the views of Congrefs :

that the faid convention be informed that the payniafterge-

neral has been furniihed with a fum of money for t-iie pur-

pofe of paying the bounty of twenty dollars ordered by
Congrefs to fuch foldiers as Ihall inlift to ferve the Unite4
States during the war.

Congrefs refumed the rtiport of the marine committee

;

whereupon
Refiihed, That the rank of officers of marines be the

fs-m^ as ofiicers of iiiiuiar coinmi^ions in the land fervice %

That
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That tlie commanclers, officers, feamen and marines, m
the continental navy, be entitled to one half of merchant
men, tranfports, and ftore fiiips by them taken frotn anil

after the fail day of November 1776, to be divided among
them in the iliares and proportions fixed by former retb-

lutions of Congrefs:

That the commanders, officers, feamen and marines in

the continental navy be entitled to the whole value of all

ihips and veflels of war belonging to the crovvai of Great-
Britain, by them made prize of, and all privateers aurhor-

ifed by hisbritannic majeliy to war rgainft thefe ilates, to

be divided as aforefaid

Refdinjed, That the part of the report relative to the rank
andpay of naval < fficers be referred to a committee of three 4

The members chofen, Mr. Morris, Mr. Wliipple, and
Mr. R. H. Lee.

Refohed, That the remainder cf the report be rc-com-
mitted.

The feveral matters to this day referred being poftpon^d^
adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow,

Thursday, Oiloher 2,1, 1776.
A letter of the aSch from gen. Green was read;
Ordered, That it be referred to the committee cf intel=

iigence.

Rejolved, That 2000 dollars be "dvanced to col. Zcbulon
Butler, for the ufe of the two ccmpanics raifed in the

town of Weftmoreland ; he to be accountable :

That leave be granted to ccl. Z. Butler, or his agent, to

piirchafe of the fall, belonging to the continent, 50 bufbels,

for the ufe of the contiueutal troops raifed in Weilmore-
iaiid.

A letter of the 29th from R. Harrifon, tb^general's fe-

cretary, was read.

The committee appointed to make ftritfi inqisiry refpetfl-

ing Ibme late difpatches from head quarters, faid to havfi

been loft on Monday Jaft at Bnflol, reported ;

That they have pnrfucd evesy probable method, that

iniglit lead to a difccvery of tl.e fai.! difpatches, withoiit

efffiit; that they have ftrictly and carefully examined eve-

ry perfon Vvho could be fuppnfed to have any knowledge,
of the circiimftanceSj related by the exprefs, charged with
The faid difpatches, refpcdting his lofs, Imt can difcoyer

Jio traces of the robbery or Health ; that iht faid exprefs

does not give fo clear and fatisi"ad:ory an account of tlnsi

matter as fully to excidpate i^iniielf^ in the opinion cfthri

•committee j and chat ihej have therefore brought him
back
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back in order to fubn^it him to the further examlnjttioll

of Coiifirefs ; whereupon
Befolvid, That I im thy Dod, who had charge of the

difpacches from general Wafliington, and alledges he loft

them at Briflolj be committed to the cuftody ot R. Jewell,
keeper of the public prifon, to "be fafely kept till farther
orders of Congrefs

;

That Mr. jewel! be diredled to keep Timothy Dod ia
his own apartments and family; and not to permit any
of the prifoners, nor any perfon, except thole of his own
family, to converfe with him, 'till farther orders.

Rcfolved, That a committer of five be appointed to pre-?

pare an eirectnal plan for fuppreffing the internal enemies
of America, and preventing'^ a communication of intelli-

gence to ouJ other enemies :

The members chafen, Mr S. Adams, Mr. Wythe, Mr.
II. H. Lee, Mr. Wilfon, and Mr. Rofs.

Ordered^ That the boa' d of war remove the prifoners

from Briftol, and the public poll roads, to fome conveni-

ent places back in the country r-
'

That they have a fufficient guard kept at tlie public

prifons, and over the continental ilores in and near Phi-

ladelphia.

Whereas it has been repiefented to Congrefs, that fun-

'dry inhabitants of thele United States, to keep fupplies

from the army, or promote their own intereft, have pur-

chafed coniiderable quantities of cloaihing, and refufe to

difpofe of the fame, Vsnlefs upon extravagant or unreafon-

able terms ;

Rejohed, That it be recommended to the affemblies,

conventions, councils, or committees of fafety of the feve-

ral flates, fiurthwith to take faitable meafu^es for obtain-

ing for ihe ufe oftiieariny, fuch neceflary articles, as

being thus engroiTed in their refpedllve ftates, cannot be
otherwifs immediately procured; allowing to the owners
reafonable prices for tlie fame ; and that laws be provided
ineach of the ilites, for efFediually preventing monopo- '

lies of necejfariea for ihe army, or for the inhabitants of
the fame.

Ordered^ That the committee' to whom Mr. Bache's letter

was referred, report, as foon as poffible, ways and means v

of eftabli;hing exprefTes, and conveying intelligence to and |l

from the army with fafety and difpatch.

Tiie feveral mttters to this day referred being poftpcned,

afljoarned to lo o'clock to-morrow.

Friday,
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Rifohsd, That gooo dolLirs be paid tn Acklain Bcnfielcf,

or order, ^nd charged to the account of
J. Trumbull, efqj

deputy payrnaller general in the northern department ;

the fame being in full of a draught in his favour by the

laid
J. Trumbull, dated at Albany, the ijch of Ovftober,

1776.

The board of war brought in a report which was taken
into conlideration ; whereupon

Refolved, That comnuflicns be granted to fill up the va-

cancies in the 4th, 5th, and ix\v Virginia battalions, agree-
able to the lift given ia to the board of war hy general
Stephen.

Refolvedy That gcoo dollars be advanced to the delegates
"

of Georgia, for the ufe of that ftate ; the faid delegates tci

be accountable.

A petition frorli fundry fhip-joiners was read \

Ordered, That it be referred to the marine (sommlttee.

Crdcrsdy That the board of war direct four companies of
ths Virginia battalion on the eaftern fliore to march, under
the cojumand of a field officer, to Dover in Delaware p-o-

Vernnient, and there remain till farther orders.

Coiigrefs took into confideracion the report of the c^m-
tnittee on the ways and means of fupplying the treafuryi
whereupdu

Refo'ved, That a fnnl of money be raifed by way of lot-

tery for defraying the expences of tiie next campaign, the
Jotrery to be drawn in Philadelphia.

Ordertd^ That the committee who brought in the rer'orc

prepare the plan of a lottery, fix the number of managers^
and t!ie feeurity by them to be given^ &c. and report to

Congrefs.

Refolved, That the farther confrieratidn of the report be
poflponed till to-morrow.

Ordered, That the board of treafury lay before Cnngrefs,
once every week, an account of what part of the lall eniif-

fion of money remains unexpended.
Ordered, That the board of war fupply the delegates of

Georgia, for the ufe of that ftate, with a qnaiuiry of mi-
litary (lores, firit informing Congrefs cf the (^ua)itity ap*
plied for.

Tiie K'veral matters to this day referred being poftponeu,
adjourned to 10 o^'clock to-morrow.

Sat V k v> w, Noveiiiher i, 177?.
Congrefs refomed -the donfideration of the report of tha

Comiiiinec on tha ways and means of fupplying the trea-
sury; whereupoit

VoL.iJ,
. K 3 Uejllved,
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Refohedf That the board of treafiirybe directed to pre-
pare all the neceflary materials, and to have ready for a
new emiffiori, five millions of dollars, to be ifl'ucd when
Congrefs fliall dired:

:

That 500,000 dollars he fpecdily iffued, in fmall bills of
two thirds, one third, one fixth, and one ninth of a dollar.

A petition of John Bates was read

;

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee who con-
tradled with him.

Refolved, That 3000 dollars be advanced to col. Mofes
Hazen, for recruiting his regiment, he to be accountable.

The committee of treafury reported, that there is due.
To Ifaac Dennis, to be paid to Francis Lewis, efq; for

dieting 80 men, and oats, &c. for horfes of capt. Thomas
Price's company in New-York government, 13.67 dollars :

To Bartholomew Vankeer, for his pay as brigade major,
from the 20th of June to the 20th of Odlober, 4 months,
at 33 dollars per month, 132 dollars

:

Ordered^ That the faid accounts be paid.

The committee to Avhora governor Livingflon's letter

was referred brought in a report which was read :

Ordered to lie on the table.

Rejolved, That Congrefs will on Monday next, confider

the application for employing monf. Roche de Fermoy i»

the continental fervice.

The feveral matters to this day referred being pollponed,
adjourned to i o o'clock on Monday.

Monday,' November 4, 1776.
Matthew Thornton, efq; a delegate from New-Hamp-

fhire, attended and produced his credentials, which were
read as follows :

*' State of New-Hampfhire. In the houfe of reprefen-

''tatives; September 12th, 1776. Voted, That the honor-
*' able Matthew Thornton, efq. be and hereby is appointed
** a delegate to reprefent this ftate at the continental Con-
** grefs for one year next enfuing.

" Sent up for concurrence. P. White, Speaker,
** In council, eodem die, read and concurred,

*' E. Thompfon, fecretary.
*' A copy examined by E. Thompfoti, fecretary."

Two letters of the 2j>th of Odlober and ift of November
from R. H. Harrifon ; one from R. Stockton, efc]; and G.
Ciymer, efq; of the 26 th of 0(5i;ober ; one of the 23d from
general Schuyler, at Saratoga, Mere laid before Congrefs

and read ;

Ordered, That they be referred to the board of war.

A letter



November, 1776. , ^^5

A letter of the 19th of October, from G, Mafon, chair-

man of the committee of Fairfax county in Virginia, in-

clofing a refolution of the council of Virginia, was read

and referred to the board of war.

Whereas it is manifefl, that unlefs effecftual mcafures
are immediately taken for reinlifting the army, the fafety,

of the ftates may be greatly endangered ;

Refolvedy That the pvefidcnt write to the commander in

chief, and inform him that, if upon receipt of this refo-

lution, commiilioncrs from the refpcdtive Hates for the

purpofe of appointing officers fhall not have arrived, he
is then, after confulting and advifing with fuch of his ge-

nerals as he can conveniently call together, immediately
to grant warrants to fuch of the officers from the refpecl-

ive flatcs, which have not commiffioners prefent authori-

fed as aforefaid, as he fliall think deferving of com-
niiffions :

That the officers fo to be appointed, proceed with the

titmoft expedition to recruit their regiments to their full

complement :

That commiffions be fent to general Waffiington as foon
as poffible, to be given to fuch officers as he fliall appoint
by warrant, in confequence of the foregoing refolution r

That the commander in chief be delired to take fuch
fteps as he fliall think mod proper for continuing the mi-
litia now in camp; that, for this purpofe, he write to fuch
of the ftates as na^'^r have militia in the government of
New-York, requefting their affiftance in this bufinefs ;

and that he be further defired to apply to the neighbour-
ing ftates for fuch additional aid as he may require :

That a letter to the fame import be written to general
Schuyler.

The committee to whom the letter from T. Cufhing was
referred, 'brought in a report, which was read.

It being reprefented that fome of the marines in the

barracks are lick ;

Refohed, That docTcor Ruffi be defired to take them nn^
der his care, and fee that they be properly provided for.

Refohed, That Mr. Hooper be added to the committee
to whom Mr. Bache's letter was referred, and that the
faid committee be direcfled to meet ou that bufinefs this

Evening at this place.

Refohed, Thiit the waggon-mafter general be direcfled

to take charge of the horfes belonging to the continent,
and prepare them for fervice as foon as pnflible.

The feveral matters to this day referred bei.iip- pofiponed,
adjourned to 10 o'clock to-nxorrow,

Tuesday,
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Tuesday, Nove7nher 5, 1776.
Benjamin Harrifon, efq; a delegate from Virginia at-

tended and produced the credentials of his appointment,
Avhich were reiid as follows ;

*•' Virginia. In the houfe of delegates, Thurfday Octo-
ber 10, 1776. The houfe according to the order of the

clay> proceeded by ballot to the appointment of a delegate

to reprefent this Urate in general Congrefs, in the room of
Thomas Jefferfon efq; and the members having prepared
tickets for the perfon to be appointed, and put the fame
into a bor, a committee was appointed to examine the

fame; who reported that they had met a committee from
the fenate in the conference room, and had jointly with
them examined the ballot boxes, and that the numbers ap-

peared as follows ; for Benjamin Harrifon, efq; 69, Mfc-

aewether Smith, elq; 5.

" Rejohed therefore, That the faid Benjamin Harrifoln

be appointed a delegate to reprefent this ilate in general

Congrefs.
*' Refolved -KxwxmxwGVi^y , That the thanks of this houfe

are jufLly due ro the faid Benjamin Harrifon, for the dili-

gence, ability and integrity with which he executed the

important trull repofed in him as one of the delegates

from this country in the general Congrefs.
^' A copy. John Tazewell, elk ofthe houfe of delegates."

Refolved, That Mr. Harrifon be added to the board of
war, and that he be continued in all thofe ftanding com-
mittees of v/hich he was a member when he left Congi-efs.

Aletter of the gill Odlober from R.H. Harrifon was read.

The board of treafury brouj^ht in a report, which was
taken into conficleration ; whereupon

Refolvedt That all accounts for fcrvices done, or articles

fupplied the northern army, be prefented to the commif-
iioncrs for fettling accounts, and fo much thereof as is ap-

pi-oved by them, and confirmed by the general, be paitj

by his warrants on the pa^mafter, after the commiffioners

have certified thereon that the accounts and vouchers are

returned to them by the perfons receiving fuch warrants :

That all warrants of the general on the paymafler for

f«rvices to be performed, or articles to be fupplied, befent
by the paymafter to tlic office, arid entered in the books of
the commiffioners: after which the faid commiffioners

Ihall, as foon as they ihall judge expedient, call to account
the perfons receiving fuch advances ; and having fettled

the faid accounts, they fliall be filed in their office :

That where any ballance appears to be due to the Unl-

le(l States from perfons wh.ofe accounts arc adjufted as afore-
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ftid, they ftiall be received by the conimifllotieFS and de-

livered to the paymafter, whofe receipts therefor ihall be

tranfinitted to the treafury :

That thecommiffionersbe impowered to adminifter oaths

or aflirmations to perfons examined by them in the execu-

tion of their office :

That the general's ,and paymafter's accounts he fent to

the treafury-office by the conimiflioners, together with the

pay-rolls and accounts difcharged by the fame, upon their

adjufting the accounts of the northern army to the end cf
the prefent campaign.

Refolved, That the commillioners appointed to fettle the

accounts of the army near New-York, be direcflcd to go-

vern their condudl agreeable to the foregoing refolutions,

Refolved, That the following inftrudlions be given to the

cotnmiffioners of the northern army :

—

1. That in adjufting the accounts ot perfons, whofepar*
ticular circumftances may have rendered theni unable to

procure vouchers, or that on the retreat of the army have
loft the fame, the commillioners endeavour to obtain the
beft information from the general officers or other perfons

in that department, and ufe a difcretionary power in ad*
miniftering oaths or affirmations for this purpofe.

2. Tliat, there not having been a mijfter-mafter in the

northern army during the laft'and prefent campaign, t])e

commillioners particularly attend to the pay-rolls that fhall

be produced as vouchers by the paymafter, and fhould anv
faults appear report them to the general, that the fame
may be thoroughly inveftigated.

3. Thatinother inftances, the ccmmiffioners do not inter-,

fere with the mufter or pay-rolls, nnlefs in particular cafes

it Ihall be judged expedient by the general and themfelves.

4. That the commiffioners do not concern themfelves

in difputes about back rations or allowances for vegetables

faid to be due to fome officers and foldiers, but leave them
with the commilTary, whofe bulinefs it is to regulate fuch
difputes.

5. That where any perfon has done the duty of a de-»

puty or affiftant commiflary by defire of a general officer,

or the commillary or deputy commiflary generals, he be
allowed for his leivices, although he has not received a
commiffion for that purpofe.

6. That demands for defending the frontiers of any of
the ftates, if on account cf troops not raifed by order of
Congrefs, be nor considered by the commilHoners.

7. That the commiffioners certify to the general the ac-

counts to be paid in fpecie, that if the military cheft is

fijppUed, the general may iuue his wan-ants accordingly.

That
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8. That the commiffioners fend to theflatc of New-Jer*
fey, and to the ftates to the ealhvard thereof, for their
accoanls againil the northern ax-my, if fuch accounts are
not forwarded agreeable to a circular letter from the trea-

fary board to the faid ftates.

Refolvsdy That the prelident write to governor Llving-
floii, and requeft Iiim to fend two companies of militia to

gnnrd the fait works near Tom's river, and one company
to be ftationcd at or near Shrewfbury^ to intercept and put
a flop to the intelligence faid to be carrying on between
the tories and lord Howe's fleet : that the companies con-
£11 of 50 men each.

A petition from Jofeph Traverfes was prefented to Con-
grefs and read ; whereupon

Refohed, That 100 dollars be advanced to the faid Jo-
feph Traverfes ; to be accounted for by him on the fettle-

ment of his account.

The committee to whom the letter from Richard Bache,
comptroller of the poft-office, was referred, brought in a
report, which was taken into conlideration ; wliereupon

Refolved, That for obtaining early and frequent intelli-

gence from the camps at White Plains and Ticonderoga,
or fach other places as the armies now or lately there may
jwarch, or have marched to, and forwarding difpatches to

the commanding officers with the like expedition, the
poft-Diafter general do immediately employ fo many more
riderSy between Philadelphia and head quarters of thefe

armi.es, ?.s he Ihall judge will moil efFedtually perform that

very important, and at this time more efpecially, necef-

fdry fervice ; and that lie endeavour to the utmoft of his

power t;» procure fobsr, diligent and trufty perfons to un-

dertake it;, and guard, in the bell: manner he is able, againfl:

robberiefs of the mails or loiles of their concents atherwife :

That all ferry keepers be enjoined, as lauch as th'ey are

able, to expedite the paiiage of poft-riders and other per-

fons charged with letters, difpatches, or mcfiages from or

to Congrefs ; and that it be recommended to the feveral le-

giflatnres of the United States to enforce the obfervance

cf this refoluticn

:

That expreiles and fpeclal meflengers employed in the

public fervice, taking aiid carryini^ private letters or pack-

ets, ovight not to receive the wages they would otherwife

be eniitled to

:

That the deputy poil-mafter at head quarters be allowed

four rations every day out of the public ftores there, for

the fubfirrance of himfelf, his riders and fervant.

Congreis took into confideration the cafe of the cheva-

lier Rache de Fennoyj whereupoft Refoived^
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Hejolvedy. That the chevalier Matthias /\lex.is Roche de
Fermoy be appointed a brigadier general ia the aiiny ^^^'i

the United States.

The committee to whom were referred the petition and.

accounts of Benjamin Eyre^ brought in a report, whicli

was read;

Ordered, That it be referred to the hoard of treafary.

A petition from Jeremiah Cady was read ;

Ordered, That it be referred to the commiilxoners ap-

pointed to audit and fettle the accounts of the northera
army, and that they report fpecially thereon.

Certain refolutions of the convention of the (late of
NeM'-York were laid before Ccngrefs and read;

Ordered, That they be i-eferred to a cominitree of three :

The members chofen, Mr. Hopkinfon, Ivir. Whipple,
and Mr. Hart.

The feveral matters to this day referred being poilponed,

adjourned to 10 o'clock ro-morrow.

W £ D N E S D A Y, NQvevihcr 6,1776.
A letter of the 3d from R. H. Harrifon, indofing onecf

the 2d from brigadier general Parfons ; one of the goth of
October from general Schuyler at Saratoga, incioflng a co-

py of inftrudiions to piricers appointed to recruit for the
fervice of the United States; one of the gilt of Offtober

from J.Trumbull, deputy paymafter general ; and one of
tTie fame date from governor Trumbull, inclofing a refolve

of the General Ailembly of Connetfticut, appointing John
Lawrence, efq; of Hartford, commililoner to fuperintend

the loan-office in that ftate, were read :

Ordered, That the letter from general Schuyler, and that

from Mr. Harrifon, with the letter inclofed, be referred

to the board of war

:

That the letter from governor Trumbull and that from

J. Trumbull, paymafter; alfo the letter of ihe 2fjth of Ao-
guft from general Schuyler, together witn the memorial
from colonel Brown, and the officers certificare iiicloied

therein, be referred to the board of treafury.

The committee of treafury brought in a report, wLick
was taken into coafideration : whereupon

Refohed, That the report of a court ot enquiry, ap-

pointed by general Schuyler, and held at Albany, the fiii

of October, in confequcnce of a refolution of Congreis of
the goth of July lafl, confirming general Moingoinery's
promife " to give to the troops coricerned in lal.ing i>*e

vellcls on the Sorel all the public ftores, except lyrtmuni-

tion and provifions, on beard thwreor," be TS:£tx'iZsS. to the
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commiiiioners for adjnfiring the accounts of the noriherti

army ; that they be diredted to make Itridl enquiry into
the matter, and inform theinfelves by the evidence of per-
fons who fervdd at that time as quarter-mafter and com-
miflary of llores in the faid army, and of any others,
what part, or whether all the ftores mentioned in the re-

port were taken for the public fervice : that they allow
to the officers and men which they fliall flncL entitled,

thereto, the amount of fo many of the ftores as fhall ap-
pear to have been taken for the army as aforeCaid, and
have not been paid for, after deducfting therefrom fuch
reafonable expences as have accrued to any of the captors

in obtaining an adjiifLment of the prize-money, and or-

dering the amount of fuch articles of the prize-goods as

tlie faid c ptors have received and were not given to them
as bounties, to be deducted from their refpedtive propor-
tions : that the pay-mafler be dire<fted, upon receiving

general Schuyler's warrant for payment of the fame, to

proportion it among fuch ol^cers'and men as the general
and ccminiflioners fliall dired:, apreeably to the pay al-

lowed by the eftablilliment at that time, without any re-

gard to ratio!;Sd

The marine committee brought in a report, which was
taken into ctfuiideration^ whereupon

Rejolvejy That three perfons well (killed in maritime
affairs, be immediately appointed to execute the bufinefs

of the navy under the dh-ecfiion of the marine committee.

The remainder of the report at the requell of a colony

Was pollponeJ till to-morrow.
Ordered, That commiffions be delivered to the captains

and fubalterns cf the 6!h Virginia battalion, and the dates

be filled up by general Stephen.

Refohed, That 4000 dollars be advanced to colonel

Lawfon of the 4th Virginia battalion, for the payment of

the faid battalion, he to be accountable; and that the

iDOitey be paid into the hands of Thomas Gaikins.

Two bills were prefented to Congrcfs, one drawn by
general Lee for 64 dollars, dated I'eterfburg, 28th Sep-

tember, 1771^', the other of the fame date, by Jacob Mor-

ris, aid-de-camp to general Lee, for 150 xlollars, both iii

favour of John Banniiler, ami drawn i:pon William Pal-

fiey, efq; payraafler-general at Pliiladelphia. ^

Ordered, That they be paid, an J charged to the account

of general Lee.

Rijoived, That WyHie Jones, efq; of Halifax, Robert

Smith, efq; of Edenton, and Alexander Telfer, efq; of

H>difax, or any two of them, be appointed to audit and

i^iili the continental accounts iu Virgitiia.

The
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iriie committee of treafiny reporte.l that tliere is <?ue.

To Benjamin Wallace, and to be paid to Charles Pti^r,

for vicflualling 45 men of the flying camp, 4.45 dollars:

To Francis Hopkinfon, efq; for his and
J.

Wilfon, efc];

expellees, &c. at Briflol to make inquiry refpeciing dif-

patches fenc from head quarters and luft by the exprefs,

25.60 dollars:

To Sebadisn Miller, for the hire of a waggon with mo-
ney fro:n Piiiladelphia to Bofton, 65. 50 dollars :

To John Gibfon, efq ; ar.ditor general,, for half a years

falary due the 9th of Otftober lad, 5^3 3-3° dollars :

Ordered, 7 hat the faid accounts be p.^id.

The fliip lady Catharine, George Ord, mailer, wliich

\vas fent out lalt winter, being returned ;

Refolved, That the fecret committee be impowered and
direoled to ictile the accounts of the voyage, and reporc

ill wJiat manner the cargo imported is to be difpofed of.

The feverai matters to this day referred being poilponed^

adjourned to lo o'clock to-morrow.

T H u R s i) A V, Noveinhcr 7, I 776.

A petition from John Connolly was read

;

Ordersd. That it be referred to the committee appoint-

ed to examine into the liate of prifbners in the pnbiic

goal of Philadelphia.

Whereas the late major general Ward, fince his reitgna-

tion of his trufl, has conthiued in command in the eaftern

department at thereqaeft of the commander in chief, and
ftill continues therein at the requeft of Cdngrefs, it is

therefore,

Ordered, That he receive the pay of a major general,

commanding in a feparate departmenr, from tlie 26th dav
of April lift, being the time of his reiignatioT!, ar,d until

a fuitable perfon fhall be appointed to take the command
in his ftead, or it (hall be otherwife ordered by Congrefss

Refolved, That Richard Bache be appointed poftmailer

general in the room ofdoiftor Franklin, who is abfent.

An appeal having been lodged witn the fecretary againft

the fentence pafied in the coarc of admirahy, for the po7C

of PhJl -delphia, ^n the liate of Pennfylvania, en the libel,

*' John Barry, hr^ v. the floop Beiley, &'c."

Ordered, That the hearing and determining upon the
faid appeal be referred to a committee of five :

The members chofen, |ilr, Wythe, Mr. Pains, Mr. Wil-
fon, Mr. Hooper, and M"* Rutle'dge.

The board of war brought in a report which was taken
into confideration; wkerdupon
VoL.n, L I Rijuhed,
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Refolved, r. That 266.60 dollars be advanced to captain
Francis Holland, and 1 33-30 dollars to captain Robert Har-
ris, both of the Maryland flying camp, they to be refpedlive-

\y accountable to the council of fafcty of that ftate for the
faid fums, which are to be for the ufe of, and charged to

the account of their refpec'tive companies :

2. That I no 67 dollars be advanced to captain Alex-
ander Lavi fon Smith, <>f the late colonel Stevenfon's rifle

regiment, to pay the fubfiftance money of, and to enable
him to advance a month's pay to the faid company :

3. Th.ar commillions be fcnt to general Schviyler, for

colonel Elmore's regiment, to be filled up according to the

ranks and times of fervice of the officers of the faid regi-

ment ; the general making fuch arrangements therein as

he fhall think juft and proper :

4. That commiffions be alfo fent to general Schuyler,

to be filled up with the names of the ofBcersyet unprovid-

ed for, who have ferved in Canada, according to their

ranks and merits, to compleat colonel Livingiton's regi-

ment :

5. That general Schuyler, agreeable to his requeft,

have permiffion to repair to Congrefs as foon as he /hall

be of opinion the fervice will admit of his abfenee from
liis department:

6. That general Schuyler be informed that Congrels

have repeatedly applied to Maryland on the fuhjeft ofthe

nantikoke Indians, without having received an anfwer ;

that application fhall again be made, and information

given him of the refuk :

7. That general Schuyler be allowed to give fuchcloath-

ing to the indians as he flrall think can be fpared for tiiac

purpofs :

8. That the deputy muller-maller general, in the north-

ern departmeot have the rank of lieutenant colonel in the

anny of the United States :

9. That general Wadrington be requefted'to take pro-

per fleps for trying all deferters from his army, and pu-

nifhing, in the moil exemplaiy manner the articles of

war will admit, all fuch ofHcers and foldiers who fhall be

Lafe enouo-h difo-racefullv to leave the fervice of their

country at this time of trial anti aanger.

Refolved, That each of the perfons to be appointed to

execute the bufinefs of the navy under the direc^tlon of

the marine committee, be allowed the falary of i5cO

dollars per annum.
A letter from colonel Miles to William Wifler, was laid

Ibefoie Con^'efs asidread; vvherein he intimates that an
cxchaii^e
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exchange maj be accompliilied of him for Mr. Foxcrofr,

and perhaps of colonel Arlee or lieutenant colonel Piper,

for Mr. Dafliwood :

Ordsred, That the letter be tranfmitted to general Wadi-
ington, and that he be defired to do therein what he (hail

think proper.

The feveral matters to this day referred being pollponed,

adjourned to 10 o'clock morrow.

Friday, Novemhtr 8, i 776.

A letter of the 4th, from R. Dallam, elq; was read

;

thereupon
Refolved, That 5000 dollars be paid to Guilavns RiToerg,

A. Q^ M. general, and charged to the account of Richaicl

Dallam, agreeably to the reqiaeft of tie faid R. Dallam ;

and that the letter be referred to the board of treaU;ry.

Refd'-ved, That dodtor Witherfpoon have leave to take

with him to Princeton, Archibald Gardiner, James Hen-
derfon, Peter Jack, and Hugh Rofs, four of the prifoners

lately fent to Philadelphia, ajid there to keep them till

the further orders of Congrefs.

The commirtee appointed to devife means for prevent-

ing the evils to be apprehended from the internal enemies
of tiie United States, and hindering them from carrying

on correfpondence with the foreign enemies to the faid

ilates, brought in a report which was read :

Ordered) That the confideration thereof be poflpoued
to Monday next.

A petition from Paul Chrifl-man, enfign in captain Wil-
liam Keyfer's company from Maryland in the german bat-

talion, was read, praying leave to reiign his commiilion :

Refolved, That leave be granted.

The committee of treafury reported,

That there ought to be advanced to colonel Valer.tine

Crawford, one of the executors of the late colonel Huoh
Stephenfon, on account of his eitate, ico dollars :

That there is due to the following Canadian prifoueis,

and to be paid to captain Chartierde Lotbinier 25 3.30 dol-
lars : viz.

To captain Lotbinier, fjr his allowance from the 2d nf
November, 1775, to the 31ft of Odtober, i775, 52 weeks
at 2 dollars, 104 dollars :

Of which he received from general Schuyler, 14.60 doL
remains to be paid to him, 89.30 dollars :

To monlieur Tonancour, for his allowance from the 2d
of November, 177;, to the 3 ill of Oclober, 1776, 52
weeks at ? dollars,

'

i 04 dollars:
'

. Te
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To monfieur Dochambaiilt for his allowance from the

5 ) fl. of Augult to the Stkof Isovember, lo weeks at 2 (lol--

lai s, - - 20 dollars ;

To monfieur Fleurlmont for his allowance from the 31ft

of AuguPc to the 8th of November, 10 weeks at 2 dollars,

20 dollars:

To monfieur St. Oars for his allowance from the gift of
Auguft to the 8:h of November, 10 weeks at 2 dollars, 20
dollars :

Ordered, That the faid accounts be paid.

Refoived, That a commiitee of three be appointed to

conllder and report under what reftridtions the fiitlers,

who fupply the army, fhould be laid, and that the moti-
ons made by Mr. Gerry, and feconded, be referred to this

committee :

The members chofen, Mr. Gerry, Mr. Wythe, and Mr,
Wclcort.

A petition from J.
Budden and T. Lawrence was read,

requelling leave to export provifions ro Turk's ifl^iid, in

order to bring from thence a load of fait :

Refoived, That leave Ipe granted.

""The board ot v.ar brought in a report, which was taken
into coniiJeration ; whereupon

Re/ohed, That mynheer N. D. Ottendorf be appointed jv

brevet captain in the fervice of the United States.

Refilved, ThaS Tuefday next be affigned for taking into.

conli.Ieratiou the traJe of thefe ftates.

Refolvsd, That the fum of 2666.60 dollars be advanced
to the committee appointed to coiitradl for calling cannon ;

thej to be accountable.

A letter from Tench Cox, at Trenton, to John Tabor
Kempe, efq ; of New-York, was laid before Congrefs, and
leave requeited to forward the fame in order to obtain the

releafe of Mrs. Lewis, who is detained a pnfoner by the

enemy on Long-Ifland :

Rejuhed, That this matter be referred to the board of

war
That the delegates of New-jerfey be directed to caufe

ftridt inquiry to be made through Avliat channel Mr. Kempe
conveyed the intelligence mentioned jn the for. goingletter.

Refoived, That 120 '^'oUars be advanced to captain George
Gibfju of the nrft Virginia battalion, he to account with
^the paymaller general on the fettlement of his accounts.

A letter from James Sullivan was read and referred to

the board of war.
The feveral matters to this day referred being poftponedj,

sidjourned to lo o'clock to-morrow.
SaturdaYj
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Saturday, November 9, 1 776.

Refolved, ^That two months pay, being 250 dollars, be
aJvancecI to brigadier general Roche de t'ernioy, he to be
accountable :

Ordered, That he repair to the northern army, and put
himfelf under the command of general Schuyler.

A letter of the 5d from Timothy Danielfon, chairman
of a committee of the General Aflembly of Maflachuletts-.

J3ay appointed to officer and inlift feven battalions out of
the officers and foldiers in the continental army near White
Plains, \Yith fundry papers inclofed, was read :

Ordered, That the fime be referred to a committee of three :

The members chofen, Mr. VVilfon, Mr. Rutledge, and
Mr. Wythe.

Refolved, That two months pay be advanced to captain

Ottendorf ; a^d that he be ordered ro repair to head quar-

ters and put himfelf under the command of general V/afh-

ington.

The committee of treafury reported that there is due.

To Robert Towers, commiJTary, for fundry article;- pur-
chafed by him by diretfljon of the board of war, and to be
charged to the account of tlie faid board, 526.74 dollars;

That 3280 dollars be advan<:ed to captain Cafdorp, to

pay the arrearages due to his company of carpenters fent

to Ticonderoga ; for whi(h he is to account :

That 50,000 dollars be fent to Richard Dallam, efq; de-
puty paymafter general for the flying camp; he to be ac-

countable :

Ordered, That the faid fums be paid.

The committee appointed to confider and report under
•what reftricflions the futtlers who fiipply tWe army, ought
to be laid, brought in a report, which was read, and after

fome debate thereon,

Refolved, That the farther confideration tliereof be poft-

poned to Monday.
Congrefs having received intelligence that a free and

open communication and correfpondence is kept up with
the enemy on Siaten-Ifland and New-York, from Elizabetli-

i:own, Newark, and the parts adjacent, to the great detri-

ment of the American caufe : It is therefore recommended
to the governor, council and afl'embly of the (late of New-
Jerfey, to take the moil; fpeedy and effectual meafiires to

ftop all communication l:e:ween that flate and the enemy's
quarters, that (hall not be diredleci by proper authority.

A ni'?moriTl from Lawrence Bowden, late maHrer ot the
fhip Royal Excliange, taken by the fl)ip of war Columbus,
>V3S prefented to Congrefs and read ;

Ordered, That it be referrsdto thernarine committee.
Refolvedj
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Refohed, That Congrefs will on Tuef3ay next refolve

jtfelfinto a committee of the whole, to take into conli-

deration the means of fupporting the credit of the conti-

jiental currency.

The feveral matters to this day referred being poflponed,
adjourned to lo o'clock on Monday.

Monday, November t i , i 776.

A letter of the 6th from general Wafhington ; one ofthe
8th from brigadier general Mercer; and one fiom Richard"
Bache, efq; were read;

Ordered, That the fwp former be referred to the board
of war, and the latter to the board of treafury.

Refolved, That colonel James Livingftpn have leave to

recruit his regiment in any of the United States.

A petition from Charles Noel Romand, fieur de Lille^

captain in a corps of artillery in the fe'vice of France,

was read

;

Ordered, That it be referred to the board of war.
Refolved, That the board of war be impowered and di-

rected immediately to confer with the council of fafety of
Pennfylvania, or a committee by them appointed, on the

l^ell ways and means of defending the city of Philadelphia,
in cafe it fhould be attacked.

Refolved^ That the committee of treafury or either of
them be impowered to adminifter oaths to perfons whom
they ihall examine pr employ in executing the refolutions

of Congrefs.

The committee tp whom the letter from Timothy Dani-
elfon and the papers jnclofed therein were referred brought
in a report, which was read, and after debate

Refolved, That the farther confideration thereof be pofl-

poned.
The feveral matters to this day referred being poflponed^

fidjourned till iq o'clock to-morrow.

Tuesday, November 12, 1776.
A letter of the loth fiom general MifHin ; one of the

Hime date from R. Dallam ; and one of the 9th from doc-

tor Shippen, were read.

The committee of treafury reported that there is due,

To George Stulz, fpr iron work and repairing a concl-

jiental light waggon, i 2. 60 dollars:

To John Tyler, for bayonet fcabbards and repairing

arms fur the gernian battalion, 82.50 dollars :

To monf. Lotbinier, a Canadian chaplain, for his pay
ai^d rations from lOth of Odtobcr to loth of November,
41.30 dollars

:

To
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To dotflor Beaumont, a prifoner, of the zStli regiinent,

for his allowance from 21ft July to 3d November inclufive,

being 15 weeks at 2 dollars a week, ' 30 dollars:

To William iVi'Leod, a prifoner, of the 59th regiment,

for his allowance from 2ifl July to 3d November iistluflve,

being 15 weeks at 2 dollars a v/eek, 30 dollars:

That there is to be paid to Daniel du Cheniin, for the

allowance due to MeC Hertel, GiafAin, and la Mt.gdalaine,

Canadian prifoners, from the ifl .^ugult to 6ch November
indulive, 14 weeks at 2 dollars a week, 28 dollars each,

84 dollars :

That there (hould be paid to Joel Zane, for the allow-

ance due to lieutenant Hamar, of the 7th regiment, from
20th July to ift November incluilve, i5 weeks at 2 dollars

a week, 30 dollars ; and to captain Swan, of the 26th re-

giment, from 2ift June to ift November, being 19 v^eeks

at 2 dollars, 38 dollars; the whole 6? dollars:

To James Bndden, for himfelf and others of the light

liorfe, their expences as an efcort with money to New-
York, 82 dollars, and for his expences with general Pief-

cot from 'Reading to Philadelphia, 24.42 dollars ; both
fums making 106.42 dollars:

To William Woodhoufe, for wafers for the nfe of Coh-
grefs, 1. 1 2 dollars :

To Thomas Smith, for paper for the ufe of the commii^
fioners for the New-York department, 15- 78 dollars :

That there fliould be paid to doAor Rufh, 625 dollars,

for five months advaiice pay to brigadier general Tliomp-
Ion, M^ho is to be accountable :

Ordered, That the faid accounts be paid.

The committee of tieafury to whom that part of the pe-
tli.ion and memorial of John Brown, lieutenant colont-l of
the regiment commanded by colonel Elmore, praying that
his extraordinary fervices in Canada lail year may be con-
fidered, was referred, brought in a report, which was read;

Ordered to lie on the table.

A letter to Willing and Morris from Saninel Smith, maf-
ter of the Hancock and Adams, (who on his patlacre to Phi-
ladelphia was taken by the Gamecock privateer, cf R!iodc-
Ifland, commanded by Timothy Pierce, and carried into
Bedford in Maiiachufi-tts-Bay) dated Bedford port, Nov,
I, was laid before Con2;refs and read;

Ordered, That it be referred to the fecret commiitee, and
that they report the cargo on board the Hancock' aiid
Adams, and how it oiight to be difpofed of.

The board of wjtr, to whom a req.-el!: from tlie ftate cf
Virginia v/;is referred, brought in a repoit, which was ta-
ken into coiiude ration ; wiieieyr)uji Re'c^u.d
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Refolved^ That the demands of the continent for cannon
are at prefenc of {o preffing a nature, that none can be?

fpared for the particular nfe of any ftate ; but as foon a£

a fufScient quantity of ordnance is fupplied to the United
States, the requeft of the ftate of Viiginia to be permitted
to parchafe cannon at Hiighe'^s works fhall be complied.
wiih

:

That monficur Romand da Lifle be appointed a major
of artillery in the fervice of the United States, and fent to

general Waihington to be e-mployed as he ihall think
proper.

A petition from Jaines-M'Connaugliy was read :

Ordcndf That it be referred to the board,of war.
A Kicrncrial from Azariah Dunham was read :

Ordered, That it be refcried to the council cf fafety of
Peimfylvanla.

A letter bf the 9th from general Waihington, inclofing

CBe of the 3 T ft of OcT:ober from general Gates at Ticonde-
rts^x was read. ,

Congrefs refumed the confideration of the report of the

tammitcee on the letter of Timothy Danielfon ; where-
tspon

Eefo'ved, As the opinion of Congrefs, that if the foldi-

ers to be railed by the ftate of Mailachufett's-Bay be inlift-

ed on tlie terms oiFered to them, which are more advan<-

lageous than what are offered to other foldiers ferving in

the fame army, it v.'ould much retaril if not totally impede
the inliftment of ihe latter, and prodnce difcontent and
tnarmur, unlefs Congrefs fiiould equally increafe the paiy

cf thefe, which it is the opinion of Congrefs, would uni-

verfaHy be reprobated as an immoderate expence, and
complained of as a grievous burden by thofe who muft
bear ic ; and therefore thit the committee from the ftiate

cf Mafliichufett's-Bay, be defired not to inlift their men
en the additional pay offered by the Aftembly of that

Hate.

Upon re-confidering the refolution cf the 16th of Sep-

tember laft, for raiSug eighty -eight battalions to ferve :lii-

ring the prefent svar with Great- Britain, Congrefs being of

mpinlcn that the repidinefs of the inhabitants of thefe ftates

to tnter into the fervice for limited times in defence of
their invaluable privileges on all former occafions, gives

good ground to hope the fame zeal for the public good will

appear in future when neceffity calls for their affiftance ;

and leaft the uncertain length ot time which forces raifed

during the continuance of the prefent war may be compel-

led lo ferve^ may prevent men from inlliling who would
otherwilb
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i^therwire nianifeft their attachment to the common caufe

by engaging for a limited time J therefore
"

Rejolved, That all non-commiffioned officers and foldiers

who do nor incline to engage their fervice during the coh-

tinaance of the prefent war, and fhall inlift to ferve three

years, nnle-fs fooner difcharged by Congrefs, fhall be in-

titled to and receive all fuch bounty and pay as are alloW"*

ed to thofe who inlift during the continuance of the pre-

fent war, except the one hundred acres of land ; which
land is to be granted to thofe only who inlift without fuch

limitation of time. And each recruiting officer is required

to provide tM'o diftinc^ inlifting rolls, one for fuch to lign

as inlift during the continuance of the war, and the
other for fuch as inlift for three years, if their fervice

ihall be fo long required.

The feveral matters to this day referred being poftponed,

adjourned to 10 o'clock ro-morrow.

Wednesday, November 15, TJiS.
A letter of the i-2th of OcT;ober from Jofcph Trumbnll^

fcommiflary general was read ; whereupon
Refolved, That 40000 dollars be advanced to Thomas

Lowry, and charged to the account of Jofeph Trumbull^
agreeable to his requeft.

The marine committee having recommended colonel

John Nixon and John Wharton, as fie perfons to execute
the bufincfs of the navy under the dii'edtioh of the marine
committee :

Rejoix^d, That they be accejJteci.

A letter of the loth from M, Titghman, prefident of
the convention of Maryland, inclofing fundry refolutions

of that body^ relative to the railing their quota of the neW'
levies, was laid before Congrefs and read :

Ordered, That the prefident furnifli the commiffioners
of the faid ftate fent therefrom to raife their levies with
the refolution of yefterday admitting the new levies to

inlift for three years Only, aiid at the fame time inform
them that if the inhabitants of that ftate will inlift to
ferve during the continuance of the prefenc war, they al-

ready have the faith of tbs United States of America
pledged for the land to be granted to fuch foldiers;

The committee of treafury reported, that there is due.
To monfieur la Marque, a Canadian prifoner, for his

allowance from the 5 ill; of Augult to the 8ch of Novem-
ber inclufive, being ro weeks at 2 dollnrs a week, 20 dol*
lars, to be paid to monfieur de la Magdalaine :

To captain Thomas Gauible, a prifoner of the 47th re-
VoL. IL M 3 ,

giment.
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giment, for his allowance from the loth of Auguft to thd
ad of November inclufive, is weeks at 2 dollars a week,
24 dollars, to be paid to James Biddle, efq :

To Michael Leightner, and to be paid to George Afton,
for vid:ualling troops on their march, 15,5 dollars :

To John NOurfe for ferriage of hinifelf, and of general
Lee and his fervants, horfes, &c. over Hoes ferry, 4.60
dollars, to be paid to colonel B. Harrifon :

To dotior Samuel Wilfon for board, attendance, zn^
medicine to fick foldiers of the 6th Virginia regiment,

33.60 dollars :

To Wollore Meng, for 13 fcabbards delivered to cap-
tain Ralph Falconer, of the 5th Virginia battalion, 4.72

dollars ;

That there ftiould be paid to Thomas Armer, on ac-

count of Elizabeth Robinfon, for fo much fhort paid on
fettlement of her acconnt, the 14th of OtT:ober laft for

board, &c. of fick foldiers belonging to captain Grier's

company, 10 dollars :

That there fhould be paid to the pennfylvania hofpital,

for the fupport and cloathing of J.Hughes, a wounded
foldier, 36.54 dollars :

That there fliouW be paid to Adam Eccle, S.78 dollars,

being fo much paid by him to ferjeant John Byers, of cap-
tain Hubley's company, in colonel Shee's battalion, to en-

able him to fupport his party, being a guard to powder
from Pliiladelphia to North-Carolina :

That there is due to William Oharra, a foldier in the
late captain William Hendricks's company, takei? at Que-
bec and now returhed, for his pay from ill January Co loth

November, 16 months and 10 days, at 6.60 dollars a
Hionrh, 68.8q dollars :

To Henry Taylor, a foldier in captain S.mith*s rifle com-
pany, taken at Quebec, and now returned ; for his pay,

fi-om 1 ft June to loth November, 5 months and 10 days,

at 6.60 dollars, 35-50 dollars:

To dodlor William Sarringhaufe, for medicine and at-

tendance to fick of captain Vfoelpper's company in the

german battalion, 24. 1 dollars :

To Benjamin Eyre,^ fhipwright, for his pay and rations

employed in conflrudting row-gallies at New-Yoi'k, horfe

hire, and travelling expences to Albany to engage boards,

&c. for the army, 437.77 dollars:

That 60,000 dollars be fent to R. Dallam, efq ; deputy
paymafter general of the flying camp, for the ufe of .the

army :

That there is due to Daniel Naef, for the ferriage of
virgiida
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Virginia troops, their baggage, waggons and horfes over
Sufquehannah, 61.72 dollars :

To Andrew M'Nair, for his attendance on Congrefs

146 days, cleaning houfe, &c. to the I ft of November,
118.81 dollars :

Ordered, That the faid accounts be paid.

The board of treafurj brought in a report refpedting

the certificates to be given to the lenders of the five millions

of dollars voted to be borrowed, which was read.

The board of war brought in a report, which M as taken

into confideration ; whereupon
Rejohedy That 2000 dollars be advanced to colonel Hau-

feger for th.e ufe of the german battalion, he to be account-

able.

Refolved, That the remainder of the report be poftponed

till to-morrow.
The fecret .committee, to whom the letter from captain

Smith was referred, brought in a report, \vhich was taken

into confideration j whereupon
Refolved, That the fecret committee be diredied to .write

letters to governor Cooke, to tlie continental agent in

Rhode-Ifland, and, fych other perfons as they Ihall think

proper, to make ftricft inquiry into the condudt of captain

Timothy Pierce, reipedting the capture or feizure of the

fhip Hancock and Adams, employed in the continental fer-

vice, and caufe him to be profecuted for the penalty of the

bond given, when he received his commiflion ; it it fhail

appear on ^he inquiry that in jiiftice to the continent fuch

profecution fhould be commenced : and the faid committee

are authorifed to do what may be neceflary for fupporting

the profecution.

The remainder of the report poftponed.

The feveral matters to this day referred being poftponed,

adjourned to lo o'clock to-morrow.

Thursday, November \ a, 1776.
A letter of the 4th from R. H. Harrifon, and one of the

I7thO(n:ober from James Bowdoin, efq; were read;
Ordered, That they be referred to the board of war.

Refolved, That a committee of two be appointed to con-

fer with the council of fafety f)f Pennfylvania, and inquire

what quantity of fait they have on hand, or e.xpect ihortly,

and what proportion can be fpared for the public fervice :

The members chofen, Mr. S, Adams and Mr. Whipple.
Information being given to Congrefs that partof the ene-

my's fleet was feen coming out of die Hook and ueering
its foarfc; tQ th« fouthwardj

Refolved

y
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Refohed, That copies of the letter giving the information.

|be fent by exprefs to general WaOiington, and to governor
Livingllon of New^-Jerfey, and alfo to the fouthern ttates,

Refolvedy That the board of war confer immediately vvith

the council of fafety of Pennfylvania, and co-operate -with

them in deviling ways and means for calling forth the'

ftrength of t-hat and the neighbouring ftatesj for the de-
fence of this city againft any attempts which the enemy
may make to obtain pofleffion of it ; and that for this pur-
pofe the board of war be invefted with the full powers of
Congrefs to promote moft effecTiually this important purpofe

:

That the marine committee alfo be directed to make
fuch difpofition of the naval force now in the river Dela-
ware or the, neighbourhood thereof as will beft conduce
to defeat the deligns of the enemy.
The feveral matters to this day referred bging poftpohed,

adjourne4 to 10 o'clock to-niorrow.

F R I D A V, November 1 5, i 776.
A letter of the nth from general Waftiington at Peeks-

kill; one of the 5th from general Gates at Ticonderoga,
informing of general Carlton's retreat from Crown Point

;

one of the 8th from general Schuyler at Albany; one of
the 12 th from general Green ; one without date from ge-

neral Lewis; one from Robert Ogden of the i th ; and one
from R. Dallam to R. Peters ; were laid before Congrels
and read :

Ordered, That the letter from general Lewis be referred

to the marine committee.
Refoved^ That the council of fafety of Pennfylvania be

requeited to fupplj/ E. Blaine, efq; with 2^0 bufliels of
fait for the public fervice : that the faid council of fafety

be, and they are hereby requefled, to fupply meff. Lowry,
Wharton, Ogden, and Dunham, afliftants to the commif^
fary general, or any one of them, with one half of fuch

quantities of fait as are or may he in their hands, for the

Vi^Q of the continent.

Two memorials, one from Eleazer Ofwald and thfe other

from Samuel Lockwood, were read;
Ordered, That they be referred to the board of war.
Monf. Romatid de Lifle, who on the 12th was appointed

a major of artillery, thinking that appointment inadequate
^o his merit and abilities, and requcfting to be feiit to ge-

jieral Wafhington, that he may have ^n opportunity of
giving a Specimen of his abilities ; ;

Refohed, Tliat he have leave to go to general Wafliington.

Ordered^ That the marine comsnittee apply to the coun-
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-«il of fafety of Pennfjlvania for 1500, 2 4ib. 1800, i81b,

cannon fhot, and 500 bar fhot, which fhaJl be replaced by
Congrefs ; and that the faid committee fend the Ihot and
fix tons of powder to South-Carolina, for the defence of
thart ilate and North-Carolina :

That a copy of the intelligence contained in general
Green's letter of the i2tli, be fent by exprefs with all pof-

fible expedition to the foutliern ftates.

The fecret committee having reported that the cargo,

belonging to the continent, imported in the Hancock and
Adams confifted of the following articles, viz. 72 chefts of
arms, c^i i barrels of gun-powder, 338 pigs of lead, 9 calks

of gun flints, i cafe of pins, 133 barrels tin plates, 5 cafes

of iron wire, 70 calks fait petre, and 10 bales merchandize

:

Refolved, That the fecret committee direcil the intire

cargo of the Hancock and Adan)S to be landed ?t Bedford,

and depofited in places of fafety, under the care of the

x:ommittee of that place, until ordered from thence :

That the mufkets, powder, lead and gun flints be deli-

vered by the committee of Bedford to the order of the

board of war, who are to inform the general of thefe flores,

and diretS: the whole, or any part that may be wanted for

the ufe of the army, to be delivered to him ; with an in-

juncjion not to put the mufkets into the hands of any but

thofe fokiiers who inlift under the late refolves and regu-

lations of Congrefs :

That every part of the merchandize on board the faid

Ihip, that is now wanted for the ufe of the army, be applied

to that ufe, and that the fecret committee inform general

Mifflin, the quavter^m after general, thereof, and inclofe

him an order for the immediate delivery of all fuch parts

as he fhall defire :

That the remainder of the cargo be fubjedt to >he dlrcc-

Hons of the fecret committee, who are impowered to order

it from thence, either by fea or land, to any other part or

parts of thefe ftates, where the articles may be wanted for

the public fervice.

The committee of treafiiry reported that there Is due.

To the tfuftecs for the poor of Frederick county, Mary-
laud, for board and attendance of fick foldiers of the ma-
ryland troops in continental fervice, 58.30 dollars, to be
paid to Nichola? Hower :

To dodtor Nicholas Way, for medicine, attendance,

lodging, nurfing, &c. of fick foldiers of the 5th and 6th.

Virginia regiments, 467.36 dollars ;

Ordered, That the faid accounts be paid.

Congrefs took into confideration the report of the com-
iniUee relative to the navy ; whereupon Reftlved^
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Refolved, That a bounty of 20 dollars be paid to the com»
manders, officers, and men of fuch continental fhips or
veilels of war as fhall make pirze of any britifh fhips or
veilels ofwar for every cannon mounted on board each
prize at the time of fuch capture, and 8 dollars per head
for every man then on board and belonging to fuch
prize.

That the rank of the naval officers be to the rank ot
officers in the land fervice as follows

Admiral as a general.

Vice -Admiral as a lieutenant-general.

RearAdmiral as a major-general.

Commodore as a brigadier-general.

Captain of a fhip of 40 guns and upwards As a colonel,

Crfptainof alhipof 20to 40 guns as a lieutenant-colonel.

Captain of a fhip of 10 to 20 guns as a major.
Lieutenant in the navy"as a captain.

That the pay of all officers and men in the american
Tiavy, from the date of the new commiflions under the

free and independant ftates of America, be as follows

Offhips of 20 guns
and upwards.
Captain,

Lieutenant,

Mafter,

Mafler's Mate,
Boatfwain,

Boatfwain's Mate,
Gunner,
Gunner's Mile,

Surgeon,
Surgeon's Mate,
Carpenter,

Carpenter's IMate,

Cooper,
Midfliipman,

Armourer,
Sailmaker,

Sailmaker's Mate,
Yoeman,
Quarterm after,

Cook,
Coxfwain,
Captain's Clerk,

Steward,

Chaplain,

Per cal . mo. Of i o to 20 guns.

60 dollars^

30
30
15
i3

9 and one half,

15

9 and one half,

25
15

9 1-2

9
12

9
10

48 dollars,

24
24
15

13

9
13

9
21 2-3

13 1-3

13

9
9
12

9
10

1-5

1-2

9

9

9
15
10
20

8

1-3

1-2

1-2

1-2

yoepian ofpowder room, 9 I -2

-9

12

10
none

9
Mafte;
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Offhipsof 20guns Pcrcal. mo. Of 10 to20 guns,

and upwards.
Mafter at arms, 10 9 dollars.

Seamen, 8 8

That veiTels under ten guns be commanded by lieute-'

Hants :

That the pay of the officers in fuch veflels be.

Lieutenant commanding, 30 dollars.

Mate, — . — '^ 15^

Boatfwain, — — 12'

Gunner, — —
\ 12

Carpenter, — — I3

The other officers and men the fame as in velTels froni

16 to 20 guns :

Marine officers, Captain, 30 dollars.

Lieutenant, 20
Non-commiffioned officers and foldiers the fame as in the

land fervice.

Refolved, That the pfefident write to general Wafhing-
ton and inform him he has leave to negociate an exchange
of the foreign troops in the pay ef Great-Britain, that are
prifoners to thefe ftates.

Congrefs took into confideration a report from the boar^
of treafury for carrying into execution the refolutions of
Congrefs relatiye to the loan-offices j whereupon

Refolvedj That the certificates be of the following deno-
aiinations

—

7^7 of rooo 737000
1470 of 600 882000
2205 of 500 1,102,500

2940 of 400 1,176,000

3675 of 300 1,102,5:00

11027 5,000,000
That the value or denomination of the certrflcates,. be'

in different parts thereof in print and writing :

That each denomination have a check lecrer, corre°

fponding with a letter in the margin to be left in the
book :

That the feveral denominations be further diftinssiuiihed

from each other by having the border at the end of the
certificate varied or altered from the reft :

That the engravea ornaments between the margin, or
part left in the book and the certificate, be cut indent-
wife, fiift having occauonal daOies made with a pen a
crofs >t, of the colour with which the. treafurer figns

his name ?
-

That
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That the ittipirfeflions of the rolling prefs with the fig-

nature of the treafurer in certificates of the higheft
denomination be made with yellow ink, of the fecond
with blue, of the third ivith red, of the fourth wjjh
green, and df the fifth or lowed denomination with
purple.

A petition from Jofeph Dean, Matthew Irwin, John
Dunlap and Benjamin Harbefon was read j

Ordered, That it be refered to the board of war.
Dotfior Charles Ludwig having been duly examined on

the praAice of furgery and medicine, and recommended
as duly qualified

;

Refoived, That he be appointed furgeon to the german
battalion.-

The feveral matters to this day refei'red being pofl-

poned, adjouriied to i o o'clock to morrow.

Saturday, November, i6, 1776,
Rejo^.vid, That 300 dollars be advanced to the fecretary

of the board of war for contingent expenccs, he to be'

accountable^

Rsfolved, That it be recommended to the convention
of North Carolina, to ftation brigader general Moore
"W'^tlx the regular troops tinder his command in fuch parts

of that flate, or of the Itate of South Carolina, where
fhey will be in a capacity to render immediate and fea-

fbnable aiTiftance, to their friends in South Carolina ; and
that they may be on the fpot to oppofe the enemy when,
and wherefoever they (hall attempt to make their landing
good in that ftate ; and that the convention of North
Carolina Ao immediately at the continental expence em-
body five thoufand militia to complete any military opera-"

tions already begun by general Moore, to defend the ftate

of North Carolina, or march to the relief of their neigh-

bours in South Carolina or Virginia^ where there fiiall

be moft occafion for their fapport.

,

The committee on the lottery brought in a report, which^
was read ;

Ordered, That it be taken into confideration on Mondajr
next.

The feveral matters to this day referred being poftponed,

adjourned to 10 o'clock on Monday.

Monday, Novemher 1 8, 1 776.

Refohed, That 40,000 dollars be advanced to the coun--

t\\ of fafety of Peiiafylvania, the faid ftate to be account*

aible.

A letter
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A letter of the 14th from general WafiiingtoTi, inclofing

copies of letters which pafled between him and geiieral

Howe; ojie of the 6th from general Gates; oneoftheioth
from Richard Stockton and G. Clymer, efqrs. at Albany ;

one of the i itU from general Schuyler at /Albany ; one of
the 1 6th from general Stephen at Air.boy ; one of the lit

'

from B. Harrifon, paymafter in th6 fouthern departmr-nt;

and one of the 8th from brigadier genera^ Lewis at Wil-
liamfbLirgh were read:

Ordered, That the letters from general Waflilngton,

general Schuyler, general Gates and brigadier general

Stephen be referred to the board of war ; that the letters;

from brigadier general Lewis and B. Harrifon be referred

to the board of treafury.

A letter and memorial from Jofeph Trumbull, efq; and
a memorial from E. Hazard were read.

Ordered, That they be referred to the board of war.

A letter from Juliana Zedwitz was read, and refeiTecI

to the commjtee on the ftate of prifoners.

Refohed, Thata member be added to the faid commitee,
and that they be directed to take into confideration the '

cafe of lieutenant M'Lean, who was fent to Philadelphia
by general Wooller. The member chofen, Mr. Hooper.
The marine committee having recommended Francis

Hopkinfon, efq ; as a fit perfon to execute the bufinefs of
the navy under their direJlion ;

Refohed, That he be accepted.

A memorial oflfaacCox, in behalf of Alexander Frazer
and others, inhabirants of the Ifland of Providence, own-
ers of two Hoops called the Dragon and the Molly, taken
by private floops of war called the Congrefs and Chance,
and brought into the port of Philadelphia but afterwards
releafed, praying for letters of fafe conducft for the faid

Hoops to the port of Providence, in order to prevent any
arreft or moleftationby the vefiels of war in the fervice of
the United States :

Refohed, That the prayer of the petition be granted.

A petition from Mafcoe Llvlngllou was read

;

Ordsredy That it be referred to a committee of three :

The members chofen, Mr. Wilfon, Mr. Wythe and Mr.
Rofs.

Congreft took into confideration tlie report of the com-
mittee on the lottery ; whereupon

Refohed, That the fcherne of the lottery be as follows,

viz.

That it confift of 100,000 tickets, each ticket to be
divided into four billets and to be drawn iii four clafTes.

Vol. II. N 3 Firft
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Firft Clafs, at lo dollars each billet,

DeduAion, at 15 per cent.

Prizes, i of 10,000
2 of 5000
50 of 1000

400 of 500
20,000 of 20

Carried to the fourth clafs.

10,000
10,000

30,000
2oe,ooo

400,000
200,000

1,000,00©

150,000

850,000

850,000

Second Clafs, ioo,ooobillets at 20 dollars each, 2,coo,ooo
DedutftioB, at 15 per eenC. 300,00©

Prizes, r of 20,000
2 of 10,000
10 of 5000

100 of 1000
820 of 500

20,000 of 30
Carried to the fourth clafs.

20,000
20,000

50,000
100,000

410,000
600,000
500,600

1^700,000

1,700,000

Third Clafs, 100,000 billets at 30 dollars each, 3,000,000
Dedudlion, at 15 per cent. 450,000

Prizes, i of 30,000



Prizes, i
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That for carrying into execution the faid lottery there

fhali be ieven managers, who fliail give bond, and be on
oath for rbe fairhful difcharge of their duty :

That the money as fall as received by the managers
for billets be lodged in the continental treafury :

That the drawing of the firft clafs begin at Philadel-

phia Oil rhe fil of March 1777 or iooner, if fooner full,

Rejotoed, That the farther coniideration of tlie report

be pollpcaed 'till to morrow.
The fc-vera! matters to this day referred being poftponed,

adjourned to lo o'clock to-morrow.

Tuesday, November 19, 1 776.

The convention of Maryland having appointed new
delo'srates, two ofthem attendivig produced the credentials

of iheii appointment, which were read as follows,
*' Maryland. In convention. November roth, 1776.
Rejolved, That the honoura'ble Matthew Tilgh man, efq ;

and Thomas Johnfon jnn. William Paca, TJiomas Stone,

Samuel Chafe, Benjamin Rumfey and Charles Carrol,

bar. efquires or any three or more of them be delegates

to reprefent this ftate in Congrefs until the iirft day of
March next, or until the General Afiembly fliall make
further order therein, and that the faid delegates

or any three or more of them b? authorifed and imp'ower-

ed to concur with ths other United States, or a niajority of
them in forming a confederadcn, and in making foreign

alliances; provided that fuch confederation when formed be

not binding upon this ftate without the afi'ent of the Ge-
neral Aflembly ; and the faid delegates or any three or

moi-e of them are alio authorifed and impowered Co

concur in any meiifures which may be refolved on by
Congrefs for carrying on the war with Great-Britain, an4
fecuring the liberties of the United States, referving al-

ways to this ftate the fole and exclufive riglit of regulat-

ing the internal police thereof. And the faid delegates

or any three or more of them are hereby authorifed, and
impowered notwithftanding any meafure heretofore taken

to concur with the Congrefs, or a majority ofthem in ac-

commodating our unhappy difference with Great-Britain,

on fuch terms as the Congrefs or a majority of them fliall

think proper. Extrad, from the mimvtes. G. Duvall. "

Refolved, That the board of treafury be dired:ed, in fet-

tling brigadier-general Armtlrong's accounts, to allow his

charge for travelling expences to and from South-Carolina,

amounting to 400 dollars.

A letter of the r6th from general Wafhington and one

ipf the 1 7th fropi C, Middle, were read. The.
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The board of war b'-otight in a report, which was taken
Into confideraiion ; whereupon

Refoivedf That one hundred 3 pounders, fifty 6 pound-
ers, fifty 1 2 pounders, thirteen 18 pounders, and thirteen

24 pounders, all of brafs, be immediately provided as field

artillery for the ufe of the armies of the United States:

That the fecret committee be directed to take the mofl.

effed:ual meafures for procuring the faid brafs artillery j

that the faid committee confer with the committee for pro-

curing cannon, and confult with them how many they can
provide:

That this matter be kept as fecret as the nature of the

bufinefs will admit.

Refoi'ved, That 400 dollars be advanced to the delegates

of North-Carolina, for the ufe of that Itate, which is to be
accountable.

^

Congrefs refumed the conlideration of the report on the

lottery, whereupon
Refolved, That each of the managers fhall receive for

his trouble one tenth per centum, on all the money he
lliall receive on the Tale of the tickets:

That the tickets or billets be fold for ready money :

^ That each of the managers give bond to the president

for the ufe of the United States in the penalty of 20,000
dollars for the faithful difcharge of their truft.

Refohed, That a member be added to the commitee
appointed to hear the appeal againil the fentence pafied

on the lib?I John Barry, he. v. the Hoop Betiy &c. in th
room of Mr. Rutledge.

'

The member chofen Mr. Chafe.

Congrefs being informed there are two enfigncies vacant

in the german battalion, proceeded to elect perfons' to

^11 up the fame ; and the ballots being taken,

George Howard and Jacob Laudermilk were elet^ted.

The committee of treafury reported that there ought to

be advanced to colonel James Livingflon tlie fiam of 200Q
dollars for which he is, to account with the coramiftioners

for auditing the account's in the northern department :

That tiiere is due to Edv/ard Rutledge Efq ; for cafh he
paid by order of Congrefs to Jofeph Beck an exprefs to

South Carolina with difpatches intercepted with Kirk-
Jand &c. the fum of 135.30 dollars, and for the expences
of himfelf, Docl. Franklin and Mr. Adams, a committee
to Staten Ifiand and back, 71.30 dollars; the whole a-
mounting to 204.60 dollars:

To Jof. Baldwin for ferriage of militia over NeHiaminy
ferry, 6.54 dollars :

To Samuel Pugh, for viclualing troops of the flying camp
pa their march, 8 dollars j

'

T9



470 JournalsofCongress.

To John Jar V3S, for ferriage over Nefliaminy, 12.2 1 dol-

lars, and horfe hire to different exprelTes, 10.36 dollars,

the whole 22.57 dollars:

That there fhould be paid to the board of war, to be by
tliem fent to Benjamin Harrifon, jun. efq; deputy pay-
inaiter general in Virginia, the famof 300,000 dollars for

the nfe of the army in that department

:

Ordered, Tiiat the faid accounts be paid.

Congrefs refumed the confideration of the report of the
board of war of the 1 3th inftant; whereupon

Refalvsd, That the commiiTary general, or his deputies,

make regular weekly leturns of all rations ifl'ued or paid
to the officers and privates of any regiment, troop or com-
pany in the fervice of the States, to the adjutant-general

©r his deputies, to be by him inferted in the general re-

turns of the army, and traiifmitted to Congrefs monthly ;

That on any fick or difabled non-commiffioned officer or
foldier being fent to any hofpital or lick quarters, the cap-

tain or commandant of the troop or company to which he
telongs, fhctll fend to the furgeon or dire(5lor of the faid

iiofpital, or give to the non-commiffioned officer or foldier

fo in the hofpital or quarters, a cei'tifieate, counterfigned

by the paymaller of the regiment, if he be with the regi-

ment, of what pay is due to fuch fick non-commiffioned
officer or private at the time of his entering the hofpital

or quarters ; and the captain or commandant of the troop

or company ihall not receive the pay of the faid foldier in

hofpital or quarters, or include him in any pay abftradl du-
ring his continuance therein. And in cafe any non-com-
inilSoned officer or foldier (hall be difcharged from the

horpital or quarters as unfit for farther fervice, a certifi-

cate (hail be given him by the furgeon or direc^tor of what
pay is then due to him ; and the faid non-commiffioned of-

ficer or foldier fo difcharged ftiall be entitled to receive his

pay at any pay-office or from any paymafter in the fervice of

the United States ; the faid priyroafter keeping fuch original

certificate, to prevent impoiitions, and giving the non-com-

miliioned officer or foldier hisdifcharge, or a certified copy

thereof, mentioning at the fame time his having been paid

:

That this refblution be tranfmitted to the commanders
ir» chief in the feveral departments, to be by them given

out in orders and then delisered to the directors of the

hofpitals in each departrnent, who ane to caufe the fame
to be fixed up in fome confpicuous place or places in every

military hofpital for the information of all concerned:

That letters be immediately fent to thecouncils of fafety,

conveiitions, or legiilatures of I'ennfylvania and the ftatess

to
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to the fouthward thereof, defiringthem forth v/ith to lay i:p

magazines of military ftores, ammunition and fait provifi*

onsinthe fafeft and nioft convenient places in thefaid ftaies

refpecfiively, for the ufe of fuch continental trooi>!- and mili-^

tia as it may be neceflary to bring into the field in the ea-
fuing winter for the defence of thefe ilates

:

That fome proper perfon be appointed to iuit in the ca-

pacity of armourer, to affift the commiflary oi {lores in in-

fpe<fting, fuperintending repairs, and taking cave of all

continental arms in the public magazines at Phifadelphia,

Congrefs deem it necellary upon every principle of pro-

priety to remind the fcveral ftates, how indifpeniible it is

to the common fafety, that they purfuc the 1^i)fl: immedi-
ate and vigorous meafures to furnifh their refpedtive quo-
tas of troops for the new army, as the time of fervice for

which the prefent army is inlilled is fo near expiring that

the country may be left in a condition in a great meafure
defencelefs, unlefs quickly fupplied by new levies.

Rejvlved, That major Stewart, who brought the late in-

telligence from general Gates, and who is recommended
as a deferving officer, have the rank of lieutenant-colonel

hy brevet, and be prefented with a fword of the value of
one hundred dollars.

The feveral matters to this day referred being poftponed,

adjourned till 10 o'clock to-morrow.

Wednesday, November 20, 1 776.

Refohed, That 40,000 dollars be advanced to Mr. J.
Meafe for the public fervJce ; he to be accountable.

The keeper of the public prifon having informed Con-
grefs that he has difcovered a plot timong the prifoners to

eifedl an efcape, which one ofthem has accomplilhed ; and
that he has good reafon to believe horfes are purchaled in.

Philadelphia, and kept ready for them when the^ fiiall

have efcaped from prifon ; it was thereupon
Refoived, That the goal-keeper be directed to keep the

prifoners in his cnftody clofe locked up till further orders:

That it be recommended to the council of fafety of Penn-
lylvania to examine Mr. Jewell the goal-keeper refpeiting

this matter, and to take every meafme in their power to

find out the accomplices in the plot, if ary there are.

A letter of the i8th from lord Stirling was read.

The board of war, to whom were referred the memo-
rials from captain Lockwood and captain Ofwald, broi^ghc

in a report, which was taken intocon/ideratlon ; uhereupo?*
Refoived, That fuch parts of the faid memorials as leiate

to their pay be referred to the board of treafary.

A
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A letter of the 2cl from the coxmcil of fafety of Maryland
tvas read and referred to the board of war.
A letter of the 6th frora general Lee to dodlor Franklin

having been fent to the board ofwar and hy them opened,
was laitl before Coiigrefs and read ;

Ordered, That the board of war prepare a letter to ge-

neral Lee, asid report the fame to Cor.grefs.

Congrefs proceeded ro the eledlion of managers of the;

lottery, and the baJiots being taken, the following gen-
tlemen were chofen, viz.

Shaip Dtlany, John Pnrvlance, Owen Biddle, Francis
Lewisjiin. Jacob Bsrge, Jonathans. Smith and James Searle*

P^ejolved, That a njember be added to the fecret com-
mittee in the room of Mr. Bartlett, whoisabfent:

T'oe member chofen, ?Jr. Whipple.
Refolved, That the poftmafter general be diretftcd to re--

move Beflbnet of Briftol in Pennfylvania from the office of
deputy pollmalter, and appoint fome other trnfty perfoii

in t at town to that office :

That the committee appointed to inquire into the cjr-

cumllances of the lofs of the packet from general Wafh-
ington, be diredted to apply to the council of fafety of
Pennfylvania, to apprehend Beflonet of Briftol and his

bar-keeper, and bring them to Philadelphia for examina-
tion, taking care to keep them apart, and tliat they have
the afiiftance of the continental troops in Philadelphia, if

ncceflary :

That the faid committee write to the commanding offi-

cer of the continental troops in New-Jerfey, to make di-

J'tgent fearch for one Wilkins who was at the tavern in

Briftiol vi'hen the packet was loft, and to fend him, if

fo'ind, under guard to Philadelphia.

Rejoh^d, That the board of war be impowered to ad-

minifter oaths to perfons examined by them.
The committee of treafury reported that there is due to

lieutenant Smith for his expences with a party to efcort

money to Brunfwick, and to fort Montgomery, a ballance

of 19 19 dollars, the amount of his account being 55.19

dollars, of which he received from Robert Erwin, 22 dol-

lars, and from R. Dallam, 4 dollars, remains 19.19 dol.

Ordeed, Thirt the fame be paid.

The board of treafury reported farther inft:ruAIons to

the commiftioners for auditing the accounts of the ar-

my under the command of g_eneral Walhington, which
were agreed to as follows :

That in adj uftlng the accounts of perfons whofe particu-

lar circumllances may have rendered them unable to pro-

cure
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etire vouchers, or who by unavoidable accidents have loft

the fame or any part of the public (lores committed to

their care> the commiifioners endeavour to obtain the belt

information from the general officers or other perfons re-

lative to fuch accounts, and ufe a difcretionary power ill

a'dminiftefing oaths or affirmations previous to their fet-

tling the fame t

That the commiffioners fend to the flate of Virginia.

ahd to the fiates northward and eaftward thereof, for their

accounts againft the faid. army, if fuch accounts Ihould noc
be forwarded, agreeable to a circular letter from the board
of treafury to the fiid ftates :

That the commiffioners ufe every precaution to prevent
the lofs of any public books or papers, that niay be iu

their pofTefiion, and for this purpofe that they apply to

the quarter mafler general for a waggon and hories, to be
Tinder their diredlion :

That they confider the flying camp as part of general

Wa/hington's army, and adjuft ihe accounts accordingly.

The marine dohimittee brought in a report for eucreaf-

ing the navy of the United States, which was taken into

cbnfideration ; whereupon
Rejolvedy That there be immediately undertaken

In New-Hampfliire, i iliip ot 74 guns,
^

In Mallachufett*s-Bay, r ditto of 74 ditto,

I ditto of 36 ditto, ,

111 Pennfylvania, l ditto of 74 ditto,

I brigof 18 ditto, and a packet- boat>

In Virginia, 2 frigates of 36 ditto each,

lii Maryland, 2 ditto of 36 ditto each.

The feveral matters to this day referred being- poflponed,

adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow

»

TntJRSDAY, Novemher 21, \l'i^'
Refolvedy That 250 dollars be advanced to captain Ga-

briel Long, of the late colonel Stevenfon's battalion, for

the purpofe of recruiting his company, he £o be account-
able :

That captain Long*s aceounts be referred to the board of
treafury.

As the neceffity of obtaining ah army immediately to

Oppofe the dellgns of the enemy is fo evident and prefling
as to render it proper to ^give all poffible facility to thac
bufinefs ;

Rifolvtdy That each flate be at liberty to direct their
recruiting officers to inlifl iheir men either for the war or
three years, upon the refpedtive bounties offered by Con-

VoL.If. O 3 gvefs.
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grefs, without prefenting inlifting rolls for both terms ac*

cording to a former refolution, keeping it always in viev/

that in the opinion of Coiigrefs the public fervice will be
bell promoted by inliftments for the 'Aar, if the recruit-

ing fervice is not retarded thereby.

The committee of treafury reported, that there is due j

To Samuel Lock'»vood, for his pay as afljftant engineer
in the army in Canada, from the 5t]i of November, 1775:,

to, the i8ih of May, 1 77^'; at 20 dollars per month,
12S.60 dollars ;

And from the 19th of May to the 5th November, at 30
dcllarj per month, 167 dollars:

the whole 295.60 dollars :

To John Bates for two fiie hoods, Ihovel, tongs, ScC,

for the u{e of the treafuiy office, it.36 dollars:

Ordered, That the faid accounts be paid.

The feveral matters to this day referred being poftponed,
adjourned to io o'clock to-morrow.

F R I D A V, Novemher 22, i 776.
A letter of the 20th from general Mercer was read:

Ordered, That an extract thereof be fenc to the aflem-*

bly and council of fafety of Pennfylvania.
Congrcfs being informed that a number of fick foldiers

were fent to Philadelphia from the flying camp and lodged
in the barracks, and it being apprehended that their con-^

tinuance in the barracks may endanger the health of the

foldiers there,

Ordered, That the medical committee take charge of the

faid fick, and have them quartered in private houfes and
properly taken care of, and that thcy^ immediately attend

to this bufinefs

:

That dodlor Ludv/ic be directed to attend the faid fick;

The committee to whom vvas referred the petition andJ

jnemorial of Mrs. Zedwitz, brought in a report, which was
taken into confideration ; whereupon ,

Refolvedy That lieutenant-colonel Zedwitz be removed
to Philadelphia and confined in the fl;ate prifon ; and that

due care be taken to prevent him from any intercourfe or

correfpondence with the enemies of thefe ftates; v

That the fum of 58.49 dollars be paid to Mrs. Zedwitz,

an full for fervices done for the continent, as fei fori'h in

her petition

:

Ttiat the farther fum of 80 dollars be paid to the fait!

Mrs. Zedwitz, infull fortwo months pay due to herhufband.

Refolved, Thar. 100,000 dollars be advanced to the coun-

cil of fafety of Pennfylvania ; that ftiite to be accountable.

Congrefs
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Congrefs taking into confideration the pi-efent ftate ofthe

army, of which fome parts have already difbanded, and

others will probably do fo when the times they enga-

ged to ferve for fiiall expire, which muft foon happen ; fo

that there is great danger that the enemy muft be oppof-

ed either by unequal numbers, or by militia, not only a

more expenllve but a lefs efficacious aid than regular for-

ces; and there being good grounds to hope that vigorous

efforts at this critical conjnndlure may bring the war to a
ipeedy as well as happy conclufion;

Refolved, That blank commiffions befentto general Wafh-

Jngton, and that he be impowcred to infert thereiji the

names of fuch officers as he fhall think fit, not revoking

thofe appointments which have been made by comvciffion-

ers from any of the United States : and the general, com-

miffioners and officers are conjured to recruit, by all the

means in their power, the regiments now or lately in the

camp; and that a committee of three be appointed to re-

pair to head quarters, and confulliug Avith the g nerai, af-

lilt in the accomplifliraent of this peceflary bufinefs :

The members chofen, Mr. Paca, Mr. Witherfpoon, and
Mr. Rofs.

Ordered, That the faid committee make particular in-

<juiry why the troops are not paid, and that they inquire

into and redrefs to the utmoft of their power the juft grie-

vances of the foldiers.

Refohed, That the fum of 166,666.60 dollars be advanced

to the ftate of Maffachufetts-Bay, in part of their account

againft the continent ; the faid ftate to be accountable.

Ordered, That a copy of the refolutions refpediing the

lottery be delivered to the managers, and that the faid

managers proceed imnjediately in carrying the lottery into

execution.

Congrefs took into conlideration the report of the com-
mittee on the application from the convention of New-
York refpecSing the wafte of hides in the army ; where-
upon

Refolved, That the coinmiflaries in each department b.e

diredted to employ proper perfons to take immediate charge

'of thfe hides and tallow in their refpeclive diftri(R:s ; that

the former may be tanned into leather, or at leavl: fj far

cured as to prevent their being fpoiled, and the latter ren-

dered into kegs or caflrs, that there be no wafte of thofe

valuable articles, but that they may be ftored for the ufe

of the continent and be fubjecft to the order? of Congrefs j

and that the faid commiflaries be ftrongly urged to pay due
attention to this refolve, it being a matter of confiderable
ijliiportance, Refoh^d^
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Eefohedy That two months pay be axlvanced to c]Q(5lor

X^udwig, of the german battalioji, he to be accountable.

A ftate of the inconveniencies to which the troops on the
"

eaftern fhore of Virginia are particularly fubjeCt;! was laid

before Congrefs and read ;

Ordered^ That it be referred to the board of war,

A letter of the i6th from J
Trqmbull, commiffiry-ge-

peral, was read, advifing thac he had on that day drawn
pn the prefident at four days fight, in favour of Mr. Mat-
thew Irwin, for the fum of 30,000 dollars, to purchafe por|c

and flour, and defiring the fame may be paid and charged

to hi? (J.
Trumbull's) account

:

Refohed, That the prefident draw an order on the trea-

furer for the payment of the faid bills, and that the money
he accordingly charged to the accou?it of

J. Trumbull.

The feveral matters to this day referred being poll-'

poned, adjourned to 19 o'clock to-morrow,

Saturday, Novemher, 23, i 776.

A letter of the 19th and 21ft from general Wafhington
"was read

.

Rejolved, That 500,000 dollars be fent to the paymafler
general :

That 250,000 dollars ht fent to R. Dallam, efq;

Refolve,-!, That a comTuittce of five be appointed with full

powers to devife and execute meafures for effed^tually rein-

forcing general Walhington, and obftruc'ling the progrefs

of general Howe's army; and they are ordered to procee<J

immediately on this bufinefs.

The members chofen, Mr. Wilfon, Mr. Smjth, Mr. Chafe,

Mr. Clymer, and Mr. Stockton.

Refohed, That the board of war be diredl^ed to order th?

Virginia battalion on the eaftern fliore, and the two penn-
fvlvania battalions ccnimanded by colonel Mack'ay and co-

lonel Cooke, to march with all poffible expedition ; the

former to Philadelphia, and the two latter by the neareft

route to Brunfwicktn New-Jerfey, or to join general Wafh-
ingtoii wherever he may be ; and that the faid board ufe

every means in their power to expedite the march of thefe

troops; and they are ordered to attend immediately to

this bufinefs.

The better t© oppofe the progrefs of the enemy,

Refohed, That general Waftiington be direcfted'to order

imder his immediate command fuch of the forces now in

the northern department as have been raifed in the ftates

©FPennlylvaniaand New-Jerfey, and that the commanding
officer ia the northern department be direded to apply to

the
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the leglflatiires of the eaftern ftates to afrord him fuch SlC-

iiftance as he may ftand in need cf.

Refolved, That general Wafhington be diredled to pro-

pofe to general Howe an excl\ange of William Franklin,

^fq; late governor of New-Jerfey, for brigadier general

Thompfon.
The committee of treafury reported that there is due.

To the committee ofnorthampron county, and to be paid
to Jefle Jones, for fundry fupplies of provifions, waggons,
&c. to the militia on their march to New-Jerfey, nnd for

fupplies to prifoners and continental troops, 133 7. 54 dollars:

To John Afbbe, for a waggon, horfes, and a negro man,
his property, loll in the fervice of the ftates at New-York,
7S6.60 dollars :

To John Cox, for eight rifle guns fupplied by Edward
Snicker, for the nfe of captain Gabriel Long's company
of Virginia rifle-men, 146.60 dollars :

To lieutenants Bogart and Ball, two prifoners of the

britifh navy, and to be paid to James Smith, efq; for.their

allowance from 9th July to 19th November, 1776, inclu-

sive, 19 weeks at 2 dollars a week, 76 dollars :

To brigadier general Armftrong, for his pay and rations

from ill March to 23d November, infl:. inclnfive, and his

travelling expences to and from South-Carolina, 1781.63
dollars :

To'dortor David Jamefon, for fundry medicines and at-

tendance to flck foldiers of captain Grier's company and
captain Nelfon's company in the continental fervice, 290.24
dollars :

To colonel Jeremiah Dngan, for fundry fupplies to the

army in Canada, for which he has now produced a voucher,

the want of which prevented the fame being reported the

19th of Anguft lall, the fum of 484.73 dollars:

To the board of war, for a draft of R. Dallam, efq

;

deputy paymalter general, dated New-Brunfwick the 2ilfc

inftant, in favour of colonel Clement Biddlc, deputy quar-

termafl:er general, 10,000 dollars :

That there fhould be paid to Richard Baehe, efq; pofl-

maftrer general, as an advance for the ufe of the poit-ofnce,

^666.60 dollars :

Ordered, That the fai^d fums be paid.

Refohed, That by any thing heretofore done it Is not in-
tended to prejudice or itrengthen the right or claim of the
United States or any of rhem to any lands in America, nor
to determine in what proportion or manner the expences
of the Mrar fhall be raifed or adjufted, except as to the firlt

three millions of dollars emitted by Congrefs, and a farther
gniiilipn of three millions of dollars on Dec. 26, 1 77 J.

RejQtve^j
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Refohed, That 20,000 dollars be advanced to the com-
yniffioners appointed by the convention of Maryland to
raiTe their quota of troops; they to be accountable.
The feveral matters to this day referred being poltpoiied;,

adjourned to 10 o'clock on Monday.

M o N D'A Y, Novemher 25, 1776.

A letter of the 23d from general Wafhington at Newark
was read :

Ordered, That it be referred to a comn>ittee of the whole
Congrefs, and that general Mifflin, who brought the letter,

be deiired to attend the faid committee.
Congreis then refolved itfelf into a committee of the

whole, and after fometiine thepreiident refiimed the chair,

and Mr. Nelfoii reported, that the committee have had
Tinder conllderation the letter referred to them and have
lieard general Mifflin on the fubjedr, and thereupon come
to fundry refolutiong which he was ordered to report, but?

that not having finiflic,;!, clefired leave to fit again.

The refohitions reported from the committee of the

whole being read, were agreed to as follows

—

Refolvedy That the council of fafety of Pennfylvanfa be
j-eoueiled to call forth immediately the aflbciators in the
city and liberties of Philadelphia and in the counties of
Philadelphia, Cheller, Bucks and Northampton, to conti-

rnie in the fervice of the United States fix weeks from the
time they join the army, unlefs fponer difcharged by Con-f

grefs

:

"

'

^

That the volunteers who faall enrol to fcrve the United

States to the loth of March next, fliall neverthelefs be dif-

ciiarp-ed as foon as the fiiuation of public affairs will pof»

ilbly af.Imit ; it being the intention of Congrefs to detail^

them no longer than the prefent emergency ihall render it

abfoliitely necediiry

:

TJiat ; j,ooo dollars be advanced to the council of fafety

of Fennfv'.vania, for the public fervice \ the faid ftate tci^

be accountable :

That 4000 dollars be advanced to colonel Haufleger, for

the ufe of his battalion ; he to be accountable :

That the board of war be directed to order the germau
battalion to march immediately and join general Wafhing-

ton :

>That the faid board write to governor Henry of Virgi-

nia, and requeil him to order the light horfe in the fer-

vice of that Itate to march with all poUible expedition ta

join general Wafliingtbn :

That the fojd board order brigadier general Roche de
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Fermoy to repair immediately to general Waihiiigton, ia-^

ftead of going to the northward.

Refolved, That general Mifflin be directed to flay in ths

city of Philadelphia until general WafiiiiigLon fhal] require

his attendance at the camp, aijd that gtineral Vv'viiiilnfrtou

be informed of this by the prefidenr.

Rejolved, That Congrefs will to-raorro's' refolve itfilf

into a committee of the whole, to take into conildeiatioii

the (late of ihe army.
The fevera! matters to this day referred being poilponed,

adjourned to lo o'clock to-morrow.

Tuesday, Naveviher 26, 1776.

A letter of the 8th from George Morgan at rittfDnrg, and
one of the 21ft from the council of iiafety of JMaiyland,

were read.

Refolved, That 1000 dollars be advanced to Robert Er*

win, waggon-malter general, for the public fervice ; he to

be accountable.

Congrefs being informed that fome perfons in the city

of Philadelphia, governed by principles inimical to the

caufe of America, and with views of avarice and extortion^

have monopolized and engrofied ihoes, ftockings and other
neceflaries for the army, whilil the foldiers cf the conti-

nent, fighting for the liberties of their country, are espo-
fed to the injuries of the weather at this inclement feafon :

Refolved, That it be recommended to the Alieaibly of the
fiate of Penyfylvania to adopt fuch iiumediare meafures
for remedying this evil as their wifdom Ihall fuggefl to be
adequate to the prefent purpofe, and for preventing like

pernicious pra(5til'es for the future.

The board of war brought in a report which was takcii

into confideration ; whereupon
Refolved, That a regiment of artillery to be armed with

irtuficets and bayonets inilead of fufees, be raifed in the

ftate, of Virginia, on cojitinental eflablifliment ; the tv^-o

companies sjlready raifed there to be part of the laid regi-

ment, which is to be compofed of one colonel, one liente-

nant-colonel, one major, and ten companies, each to coniiit

of one captain, three lieutenants, one ferjeant, four bom-
bardiers, eight gunners, four corporals, and forty-eif.lit

mati-ofi'es.

Refolved, That 1150 dollars be paid to Gerard W. Beek-
man or order, and charged to tiie account of Richard Dal-
lam, efq; deputy paymalier-general, the fatne being in

full of a draught of the faid R. Dalian^ on R. Peters, e%;
fecretary of the board of war, in favour of the faid G. W.
Beeknian^ dated New -Brunfv.ick, November 15th, 1776.
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Mr. F. Lewis, juii. having informed Congrefs that hd
cannot conliitent with his private engagements, undertake
to be a manager bt tiie lottery, and dcifiring to be excufed
from that fervice:

Re/ohed, That he.be excufed, and that ahother be elecl-

ed ill his room :

The ballots being taken,

DoClor David Jackfon was eledled.

Ordend, That the committee, who brought in the fcheme
of the lottery, Confer with the managers thereof, in

order that they maj proceed on that buhnefs.

Con|;rers rcfolved itfelf into a committee of the whole
to take into Colifidcration the ilate of the army ; and af-

ttr fome time the prefideut refumed the chair, and Mr.
Nelfon re]iorted that the committee have had under conli-

deration the matter to them referred, and have come td

fun dry refolutions which he was ordered to lay before

Congrefs.

The refolutions reported from the committee of the

W^hole being read, were agreed to as follows,

Refohed, That the cannon committee be diredted to in-

quire what quantity of cannon are oJi board the prize

fliip that arrived^ yellerd ay in the port of Philadelphia ;

and if they are fit for field artillery to take meafures to

have them mounted on proper carriages and fent to ge-

neral Walhington :

That the^ Afiembly of the ftate of Pennfylvania be re-

quelled to give immediate diredtion that tl^e brafs field-

pieces with the artillery companies, or the field-pieces

iingly, if there be no fuch companies, belonging to this

llatc, be with all poffible expedition fent to general Wafli-

jngton's army in New-Jerfey, and that they be aflured,

that as foon as the lituation of affairs will admit, they

fliall be returned, or others in lieu of the faid field-pieces :

That Mr. Meafe, the continental commifl'ary in the ci-

ty of Philadelphia, be direCled to go to the fcveral fhops

and {lores in the faid city, and purchafe for the ufe of

the army of the United States fuch articles as are necefla-

ry for them at this and the approaching feafon of the

year ; and that he be impowered to employ as many per-

fons as he fhall judge neceflary to affifl him in this fervice :"

That the council of fafety of Pcnnfylvania be requelled

with all poffible expedition to caufe application to be made
to the houfe-keepers and others in the faid Hate, for as

many bhiukets and woollen flockings as each can iparc for

the ufe frf the foldiers under the immediate command of

general Wafhington in Ncw-Jerfey ; and that tkey be de-

livertcl
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iivered as faft as coIledleJ to Mr. J.
Meafe, the cpntinen-

tal commifTary :

That it be recommen^led to the faid ccuncfJ of fafety to

appoint perfons to appraife the blankets and woollen ftock-

ings Co colietfled as al^orefaid, that the value of them may
be paid :

That the committee who are fent to the camp be direc-

ted to make particular inquiry into the abufes in the medi-

cal department in the army, and report thereon to Congrefs.

The feveral matters to this day referred being poftponed,

adjourned till 10 o'clock to-morrow.

'

Wednesday, November zl, '^11^

^

A memorial from Thomas Denef was read;

Ordered, That it be referred to the board of war.

The board of war brought in a report, which was taken

into confideration, whereupon
'Refoiv.ed, That Congrefs appoint the ofiicers of the artil-

lery battalion agreed to be raifed in Virginia.

A petition and men?orial from John Serjeant was read ;

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee on the let-

ter from Thomas Cufhing, efq ; and that the report on that

fubjecT; by them made be re-committed.
Rejelved, That the delegates from the four New-England

governments be directed to take the moft efFec^tual mea-
fnres to have at leaft 10,000 pair of fhoes and io,coo pair

of ftockings purchafed in thofe ftates and fent to general
Wafhington's head quarters with all poffible expedition,

for the ufe of the foldlers under his command.
Orde^-ed, That the fecret committee take proper and ef-

fe(flua] meafures to procure a quantity of hard money, not
lefs than 20,000 dollars, to be lodged in the hands of the
commander in chief, for the purpofe of fecret fervices.

The committee who were appointed, in conjuncn:ion with
the council of fafety of Pennfylvania, to examine Beilbnet

and his bar-keeper, having reported, that after the moffc

diligent inquiry they fihd nothing proved againlt Mr. Bef-

fonet, and that the council of ftifety and faid committee
are of opinion he ought to be difcbarged

;

Ordered, That the faid committee inform the faid council

of fafety that Congrefs have no objec3;ion to their difchar-

ging Mr. Beflbnet.

The committee appointed to repair to the northern ar-

my having returned made a report, which was read ;

Ordered, That the fime, together with the papers accom.-

panying it, be referred to a committee of five, and that

they fit from day tu day and report thereon asf^'ou aspoflible

:

Vol. II. -i 3 The
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Tlie members chofen, Mr. S. Adam?, Mr. Glymer, Mr.
Livingftoi), Mr. Wythe, and Mr Harrifon.

RefolveJ, That 2S00 dollars be paid to Mr, Abraham Li-
vingtton, and charged to the account of Jonathan Trumr
bull, jun. efq; deputy paymatter general, the fame being
in full of his draught in favour of the faid A. Livingltoii,
dated Albany, 14th November, 1770.
An appeal having been lodged aga>nft the fentence paf-

fed in the court of admiralty for the Itate of Virginia^ oa
the libel "• Levin Jones, ^c. v. the floop Vulcan."

Rajohecl, 7 hat the heaving and determining the faid ap-
peal be referred to Mr. Wyche, Mr. Payne, Mr. Wilfoii,
Mr. Hooper, and Mr. Chafe.

Riifoi'ved, That three members be added to the committee
appointed to revife the refolutioiis relative to captures

:

Tiie members chofen, Mr. Wilfon, Mr. Hooper, and Mr.
Chafe.

Rejolved, Tiiat it be recommended to the legiflatures of
the United States refped^tively, lo pafs fuch laws as will

moll efPecftually tend to prevent the counterfeiting or forg-

ing of the tickets of the public lottery.

A letter from Mr. Rofs, Mr. Paca, and Mr. Witherfpooti
was read, informing that they have appointed an affiftant

quartermalter and commiliary to provide for a number o£
iick, and take care of ftores fent to Princeton.

^

Ordered, That the prefident inform them that CongreiS
approve of the appointments.

Ordered, That the board of war, in conjunction with a "

member of the council of fafety of Hennfylvania, feize the

perfon and papers of Monf. Bonvolour, and having exa-

mined him and them, re])ort to Congrefs.

Refolved, That the board of war be dire(5led to detain

fuch conipanies of the german battalion as have not alrea-

dy marched.
The fe veral matters to this day referred being poftponed,

adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrov/.

T H u R s D A y, Novet/iher 2S, 1776.
Refolved, That :;oo dollars be advanced to William White-

3y, lieutenant-colunel of colonel Richardfon's battalion of
the flying camp from Maryland, for the nfe of fome lick

foldiers of faid battalion in Philadelphia, for which he is

to be accountable.

Refohed, That William Biadford, fecond lieutenant in.

captain Smith's company of colonel Stevenfon's battalion,

be promoted to the rank of firft lieutenant, in the room of
ti^e firlt lieutenant of the faid conip.^ny, refi^ned.

A
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A plm of an ariiP^ery yard beinp- laid befire Corf?refs ;

Order d, That it be referred to a committee of three :

The inembers chofen, Mr. R. H. Lee, Mr. l^'aine, and
Mr. Middleton.

Rcfolved, That 53:^.:;o dollars be advanced to colonel L.

Cadwaliader fir the ufe of his battalion ; he to b^ account-

able :

That a like fam of 5:?:.30 dollars be advanced to lieu-

tenant colonel Penrofe, for the ufe of the men belonging

to colonel Magaw's battalion ; he to be accountable.

The committee on the affairs of the nortliern army
brought in a report, which was taken iiuo coniideration ;

whereupon
Refolvcd, That a letter be feat to governor Trumbull,

deliring him to order twenty cannon, carrying fhot of i3

pounds weight, to be caft at Saliibuiy furnace and tranf-

ported to Ticonderoga with all pollibie expedition :

That Ikillful perfons be fent to examine riie Salrlbury and
Mr. Livingft jn's founderies, and if it be found that a fuf-

ficient number of cannon may be ca<l there, that proper ar-

tificers be forthwith employed in that work, an agreemenc
being firft made wirii governor Trumbull and Mr. Living-

fton for that purpofe

:

That the comn>iflary-g#neral be directed to procure pro-
vlHons fufficient for 5000 men, during eight months, tp

be fent to Albany, and from thence to Fort-Anne, and
the like cjuantity to remain in Albany, and be removed
elfewhere as occafion may require ; and that the commif-
firy-general be directed to iend to Albany a fufficient

quantity ot fait to cure the faid provilious :

That general Sthuyler be informed of the cannon or-

c?ered from Salilbury to Ticonderoga, and direOied to have
carriages provided for them :

Refolved, That the committee have leave fo fit again.

A letter of the roth from geneiai Schuyler at Saratoga,
was read :

Rejotved, That the commifTary-general be impowered to
import fach quantities of riee from the fouthei-n Hates as
he Iball think neceilary far the ufe of the army.

The medical committee to whom doftnr Sliippen's letter
•svas referred brought in a report, which was taken into
iconfideration ; whereup >n

Refohed, That doctor Morgan take care of fuchfick and
wounded of the army of the United States as are on the
eaft fide of Hudfon's river, and fbat doctor Shippen take
care of fuch fick and wounded as are on tlie weif fide of
Pud|bn's river ; and that they both be directed to ufe the

Btmoft
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•utmoft diligence in fuperintending the furgeons and mates
of'the army, fo that the lick and wounded may be effec-

tually provided with every thing neceflary for their re-

covery.

Rejalved, That 100,000 dollars be advanced to the dele-
gates of South Carolina, the faid ftate to be accountable.
The fcveral matters to this day referredbeing poftponed,

adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow.

Friday, November 29, 1776.
A letter from S. Parviance, and one from J. Connolly,

and a petition from J. Sullivan were read :

Ordered, That the petition from J. Sulltvan be referred

to a committee of three, and that they be diredted to in-

«juire minutely into the fadis relative to the capitulations

entered into by major Sherbourne and major Butteifield

3n Canada; that they be impowered to fend for perfons
and papers and to examine witneiTes on oath, and that

they report to Congrefs :

The members chofen, Mr. Chafe, Mr. Harrifon, and
JAt. Wythe.

Ordered, /That Mr. Meafe fupply the fick foldiers in the

houfe of employment in Philadelphia, each with one lliirt.

A petition from major John Lamb was read ; where-
upon

Refolved, That the general be diretfted to include ma-
jor Lamb in the next exchange of prifoners.

The committee on the aifairs of the northerti army
brought in a farther report, which was taken into confi-

derarion ; whereupon
Refolved, That the medical committee be direCled to

provide fufficient quantities of antifcorbutics for' the ufe

of the hofpirals i\\ the northern army :

That the hofpital at Fort George be continued for the

reception of foldiers labouring with contagious difeafes,

and that there be a general hofpital creeled on mount
Independance

:

That a faitable fpot of ground for a garden be inclofed

in the neighbourhood of the general hofpital, to fupply

the army with vegetables ; and that labourers be hired to

cultivate it under the direcilion of an overfeer, to be ap-

pointed by the general or commanding officer :

That the general or commanding officer in each of the.

armies, cavtfe ftrid inmiiry to be made into the condu<5l

of the dire«ilors of the^tofpitals and their furgeons, offi-

cers and fervants, and of^:he regimental furgeons, that if

there has been any jufl ground of complaint in thofe de-

jpartmencs, the offenders may be punilhed : That
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That the colonel or commanding officer of every regi^

menc make frequent inquiry into the health of the men
under his command, and report the Hate thereof with any
negligenqe, mal-pradtice, or other mifcondud: of the fur-?

geons or others, to the general and to Congrefs, deliver'*

ing copies of fuch reports to all perf(>ns therein accufed :

That the general or commander in chief of the northern
army dired: all the batteaus on Lakes Champlain and
George to be immediately repaired :

That one hundred batteaus be built at Schenedlady, jfb

as to be ready fjr ufe in February or March next at far^?

theft, and for this purpofe that boards, pitch, oakum,
and other necefl'ary materials be colledled and artificers

employed by the general or commanding officer :

Refolved, That the committee have .leave to fit again.

The committee of treafury reported that there is due ?

To P. E. du Simitiere, for defigning, making and draw-
ing a medal for general Wafhington, 32 dollars :

To John Dunlap, for printing fundry refolves of Con-^

grefs, commiilions, proclamations, &c. 654.66 dollars :

To John Bates, for camp-kettles delivered to Robert
Towers, commiflary, 80 dollars :

To Jofeph Grenvoid, for porterage ofpowder to the ma-
gazine, 57.45 dollars

:

To James Anderfon, for ferriage of Virginia troopSp

waggons, and militia over Sufquehanna, 27.18 dollars:

To the eftate of captain Spring, for ftorage of continen-.

tal powder, 1 11,38 dollars :

To the following prifoners from Canada, and to be paid
to Mr. Rofs, the fum of 229.77 dollars, viz. To captain
Thompfon, expenoes of himfelf and baggage from Albany
to Trenton, 1 1.55 dollars, and his allowance from 26th
April to 28th November inclufive, 31 weeks at 2 dollars a
week, 62 dollars; to Alexander M'Culloch, expences of
himfelf and baggage from A^lbajiy to Trenton, 10.35 dol-
lars, and his allowance from 26Eh April to 29tli Novem-
ber inclufive, 3 r weeks at 2 dollars a week, 62 dollars ; and
to William Godwin, his expences of family and baggage
from Albany to Burlington, 14.27 dollars, and his allow-
ance from 27th March to 27th November inclufive, 35 weeks
at 2 dollars, 70 dcllars :

To John Houfc, for his account of ferriage of troops,
waggons and horfes over the river Potomack, 30.30 dollars

:

Ordered, That the faid accounts be paid.
Refolved, That the fecret commltiee be diredied to pro-

wide, as foon as may be, arms and equipage for 3000 horf^.

J^ejolvedf That^a committee of five be appointed to con-
'

.
fidef
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lider anci report a proper method for eftablifhing and tfaJn-
ing cavalry in this continent :

The jnembers chofen, Afr. R. H Lee, Mr. Paine, Mr.
3Middletou, Mr. Nelfon, and Mr. Floyd.
A petition from ^^exander Mercer was read and refer-

red to the board of treafury. \

The committee appointed to confer with the managers of
the lottery brought in a report, which was taken into con-
lideratijon ; whereupon

Rejolvedj That the prizes only be drawn :

That the manages be authorifed to employ ??s many
clerks to allilt in numbering the tickets as may be neceifa-

ry for expediting the bufinefs :

That two prelTes be employed for printing the tickets ;

Ordered^ That the remainder of the report be recommit-
ted.

Refnhed, That tc-morrow be afilgned fo'* appointing the
officers of the regiment of artillery ordered to be raifed in

Virginia.

Tiie fevera! matters to this day referred'being poftponed,
^djouined to 10 o'clock to-morrow.

Sat u r d a y, November 30, 1776.
A letter nf rhe 27 th from general Wafhington, with a lift

of the prif^^ners taken by the enemy during the campaign
cf 1776 ; and one of the fame date from the council of
fafery of New-York, were read ;

Ordered, That the fame be referred to the board of war,
and that tUcy confer v ith colonel Miles who is come from
New-York on his parole, to expedite the exchange of pii-

jfoners.

Refolved, That 1000 dollars be advanced to Robert Er-

M'in, waggon-mader general, for the public fervice j he to

be accountable.

Refolved, That the council of fafety of Pennfylvania be
requefted to have eight carriages for field pieces got ready
M'ith ail poflible expedition, at the expence of the continent,

to be delivered as fall as made to the order oi the board of
war.

The commiflioners forindian affairs in the middle depart-

ment having tranfmittcd to Congrefs the minutes of their

proceedings,

Ordered, That the fame be referred to the {landing com-
jnittee forindian affairs.

The committee appointed to confer with the managersof
the lottery brought in a farther report, which was taken.

into cgniideration j whereupon
^ejolvsj^
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Itefolved, That the gratuity to the managers of the lot-

tery for their trouble in the conducT: of tliat buiinefs be

left to the future judgnieut of Congrefs :

That the managers be authorifed to appoint agc-nrs for

the fale of the tickets in the feveial flates, and otter theni

one tenth per ceac. on the tickets or billets by tack refpec*

lively fold :

That tiie public be at the rifque of convey irg the tickeis

or billets to the agents in the dirfeient ftates:

That the agents pay »lie ujoney received by them for the

fale of tickets or billets to the commifi^oneis of the loan-

office of the (late where they are fold, taking receipts

therefor, and' tranfmit them to the managers of the lot-

teiy at Philadelphia.

Refolved, That the ftate of New-York be impowered to

raife another battalion on the continental eftablilhment

:

That the convention or council of fafety of New-York
be impowered to appoint an aid major to each of the bat-

talions raifed by that ftate, the pay or expcnce of which
to be borne by that Itate.

Agreeable to the order of the day Congrefs proceeded to

the election of officers for the artillery battalion oidered to

be raifed in Virginia, and the ballots being taken, the fol-

lowing were elecfted

—

Charles Harrifon, e'iq ; Colonel ;— Edward Carrington^
efq; Lieutenant Colonel ;—Chriftiern Holmer, Major,

Samuel Denny, William Pierce, Nathaniel Biirwell, Bus-

ier Clairborne, Jofeph Scott, William Murray, £potfw<5od

Dandridge, Matthew Smith, Sir John Pettus, and William
' Waters, captains.

Refolved, That the governor and council of V^irginia be
requefted to recommend proper perfons for fubaltern office] 3,

Refohed, That the board of w ar be directed to purchaie
for the public fervice fix waggons with four horfes andpro'p-

erharnefs to each waggon,and to employ fuitable diiveis.

An addrefs from Nicholas Biddle, John Barry, Thomas
Read, Charles Alexander, and John Nicholfon, was laid

before Consrefs and react :

Ordered^ That it be referred to the marine committee,
who are directed to purfue fuch nieafures as they fliall thiiik

proper in confequence there^^f.

The Aflembly of Pennf^lvania having by Mr. Morris in-

formed Congrefs that they have appointed a committee of
their body to confer with a coip.mitree of Congiefs on tlie

requilicion of Congrefs to call foith immediately the aflo-

ciarors of the city and liberties of Pbiludeljihia and of tliC

counties of Philadelphia, Bucks, Cheiler and Northafiip-
tun J Crdtr.'d,
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Ordered^ That the board ofwar confer with the commit*
lee of the Allembly of Pennfylvania on this fubjecft, and
Jigree on fuch meafiires as ihall be deemed moft for the
public fervice.

The committee of treafurj reported that there is due,
To Styner and Cifl, for paper and printing minutes of

Congrefs, &c. and trouble and expences in attending the
tnaking the paper for the loan office notes, 1 30.1 5 dollars :

To lieutenant Peacock, a prifoner, of the ^th regiment,
for his allowance from 2r-th December, 1775, to 28th No-'

Vember, 17705 48 weeks at 2 dollars, 96 dollars :

To doctor William Currie, fur his bill of medicines and
provifions to lick foldiers of colonel Scott's and colonel
Lawfon's Virginia regiments: 6 7.;? 7 dollars: .

That there fhould be advanced to major John Lamb, for

the payment of the men of his artillery company, 20CO
dollars; he to be accountable:

Ordered, That the faid accounts be paid.

Refolved, That the committee of intelligence be diretfted

and impowcred to eltablijfh exprefles to go daily to and from
head quarters.

Refolved, That when any refolutions are paflTed which
j-efpecl the United States or any of them, or the armies of
the faid ftates, they be fent by exprefs if the regular poft

is interrupted or not ready, provided the prefident Ihall

Jud^e it neceffary.

A petition from John Noble Taylor was read ;

Ordered, That it be referred to the board of war.

The feveral matters to this day referred being poflponed,

adjourned to 10 o'clock on Monday.

Sunday, December J, 1776.

Congrefs on a fummons met this day, when two letters

of the 30th from general Waihington at Brunfwick were
read ; whereupon

Refolved, That the board of war be dire(5led to order

the german battalion to march immediately to join gene-

S-al Wafliington, and that the faid board ufe every mea-
fure in their povver to expedite their march with all pof-

fible difpatch :

Rejhhed, That the council of fafety of Pennfylvania .be

lequefted to take effectual meafures for fupplying guards

for the public ftores, &c. in the room of the german bat-

talion :

That The fecret committee be direded to appoint one or

snore trufty perfons to proceed immediately to the eaftern

flates, and fee that the cloathing and ftores which have
been
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i?een Ordered to be purchafed for the army be colkdled and
forwarded to the army with ail poliible difpatch ; and lliat

the faid perfon tir perfons have power to purchafe or caufe

to be purchafed fuch neceflary cloathins; as can be procured
ill thoie ftates, and to have it forwarded to the army:

That general Wafhington be informed he has the fnll

approbation of Congrefs to order the troops on the eaft:

fide of Hudfon's river over to the weft lide of that river

whenever he fhall think it conducive to the public fervice

fo to do

:

That general Wafhington be directed to order the cloaths

which have been or fliall be fetit to head quarters, or to

^ny of the camps, to be diftrihuted firft among fuch of the
foldiers as ftand moft in iieed of them :

That Mr. J. Meiale be directed to purchafe all the hats

ind caps he can procure proper for foldier?, and to employ
as great a number of taylors a§ poffible ih making up cloaths

for foldiers ; arid forward thofe articles from titne to time
as faft as ready to general Washington :

That the medical connnittee be direcled to take fuch

ileps as they fhall judge proper for the accommodation of
the lick of the army.
Adjourned to lo o'clock to-morrow.

,, .

_,
M o. N D A Y, Dece-ihsr 2, 1776,

Refolved, That 800 dollars be advanced to colonel L. Cad-
Wallader, for the ufe of the men belonging to his batta-

lion ; he to be accountable :

That 800 dollars be advanced to captain Doyle, for the
ufe of his indefiendeni: company ; lie to be accountable ;

That 506 dollars be advanced to Robert JeweJl, for

which he is to be accountable :

That 5333.^0 dollars be advanced l6 the conlmiHioners
for iudiau affairs in the middle depdrthient.

A letter of the ifl from general VV'afhington was read ;

Ordsrcd, That it be referred to the board of war, and
thA they communicate the contents to the council of fafe-

ty of Pennfylvanja, and take fach meafares in confequence
thereof' as they Taall judge proper.

Captain Montgomery hiving offered his fervice, with
illit of liis crew, as an artilierv companl',

i Refohe /, That they be taken into the f?rvlce of the Con-
tinent for two months, un'efs fooner difcharged.

Refolded, That hethe faid James Montgomery be appoint-
ed caprain, that Samuel Carfan be appointed captain-lieu-
tenant, arid John Douglafs lieutenant, of faid company s

That Mr.
J. Meafe be directed to advance one month's
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pay to captain Montgomery's men upon their inlifting, and?
that a like advance be made to the other cbmpanies of ar-
tillery :

That the marine committee be impowerdd to advance 20
dollars to each feaman \vh6 will enter to ferve on board
the Randolph, captain Biddle, the fame to be dedu(5ted out
of their fiiare of the prize money.

He/o/veJ, That the board of war be dire(5led to purchafe
immediately ten or twelve covered waggons for the artil-

lery :

That the board of war give orders for removing by wa-.

ter to chriftiana bridge, the Sooo ba:rrels of beef now 'un-

der the care of commifiary Wharton.
Repjlvedy Thar the council of fafety of Pcnniylvania fee.

requelled to fend exprefles immediately to the counties that
.have been defired to fend forth their aflociators, urging
them forthwith to march, in order to oppofe the hafty ad-
vances of the enemy.

RefolveJ, That it be recommended to the governor and
council of Virginia to take the moft cffedtual meafures for

purchaling and collecling for continental ufe, all the cop-
per and other materials fit for cafting brafs field artillery

that can be got in that ftate/ and that Congrefi will defray
the co{t and expence of the fame.

Rejolved, That 1 00 dollars be advanced to the delegates

of Virginia, for the ufe of the aeputy paymafler general
in that ftate.

A letter of the ifl from general WafhingtOn -was read.

Mr. Read, a delegate from Delaware ftate, attended and
produced the credentials of the appointment of delegates

from that ftate, which were read as follows :

*' In Council, November 8, 1776. Whereas George
Read, John Dickinfon, and John Evans, efquires, have
been chofen by joint ballot of both houfes of AfTembly to

reprefent tWe Delaware ftate in the Continental Congrefs :

Refolved, that they, or any one or more of them, are here-

by fully authorifed and impowered, for and in behalf of
this ftate, to concert, agree to and execute every meafure
which they or he, together with a majority of the Conti-'

nental Congrefs, fhall judge neceftary for the defence, fe-

curity, intereft and welfare of this ftate in particular, and
of America in general ; with power to adjourn tofuch times

and places as fhall appear moft conducive to the public

fafety and advantage. Sent for concurrence.
" In Alfembly, November 9, j 776. Read and concurred

in, John M'Kinly, Speaker.
*' A true copy. Slator Clay, clerk of the council,"

Kefoived,
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Ttefolved, Tliat it be recommended to the conncil of fafe-

ty of Pennfylvania to feud immediately one of their jgallies

along the Jerfcy fliore between ihis and Trenton, to bring

over all the river craft, vefl^ls aijd boats fronj the jerfey

to the penijiylvania fide of Delaware, in order to prevent
their becoming ferviceable to the eneipy in tlxeir attempts

to crofs the faid river ;

"jThat it be earneftly recommended to the council of fafe-

ty of Pennfylvania, to order the baetalions of this city ijii»>

mediately to march and join general Wa<hington :

That the faid council of fafety be requefteJ to furnifh

the waggon-malter general with one thoufand vi'aggons

ifor the ufe of the army ; and as jn the prefent emergency
jof public affairs, (lich a fupply of waggons is abfolutely

neceflary, that it be recommended to the faid council of
fafety to imprefs the waggons, if thi?y cannoi: be other,-

Vife fpeedily procured.

Adjourned to 6 o'clock.

Eoiem Die, P. M.
Refohed, That Mr. J. Meafe be direcfted to receive from

Mr. Hyman Levy the goods in his hands purchafed for thd
'ftate of New-York, paying him the balJance due for the
faid goods

J anid that Mr. J. Meafe be directed to fend the
faid goods, together with thofe he has now ready, to ge-
neral Wafhington, taking efpecial care that they be ft^jit \n
fo fafe and fecure a manner as to avoid any danger of fali=

ing into the hands of the enemy.
The feveral matters to this day referred being poftponedp

adjourned to lo o'clock ta-mqrrow.

Tuesday, De.ce^nher 5, 1776.

A letter of the 2d from general Washington ; one of the
fame date from adjutant general Reed, and one from J,
lyieafe, were read.

Refoived, That 50,000 dollars be advanced to Mr. J,
Meafe, for the public fervice; he to be accountable :

That 2000 dollars be advanced to lieutenant colonel Aw-
til, for the purpofe of recruiting his reginient ; he to be
^.ccoun table :

That 14,000 dollars be advanced to major Charles Sym-
Hies, for the ufe of the i?.th Virginia battalion j he to be
accountable.

Mr. Clarke, a delegate, from the ftate of New-Jerfey,
attended and produced the Grcdentials of the appointment
<?f delegates from that ftate, whicU were read as fallows

:

-
' ' " '* At
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*' At a joint meeting of the council and aflemWy of the
ftate of New-Jerfcy, held at Burlington, on the goth day
of November, 1776, the honouraWe Nathaniel Scudderia
the chair, the joint meeting proceeded by ballot to the e-

lediion of five delegates to reprefent this (late in Congrefi^,

to ferve for one year, unlefs a new appointment {hall be
made before the expiration of that time^ and the follow*
ing perfons were duly eledled, viz. The honourably
Richard Stockton, Jonathan Dickinfon Serjeant, efq ;

dodlor John Wit.erfpoon, Abraham Clark, cfq; Jonathan.
Elmer, efq ;

*' RefobeJ, That any one or more of the faid delegates,

who ihall attend in Congrefs, be fully impowered to re-

prefent and vote in behalf of this ftate. That the faid de^
3egates or fuch of them as have not already taken the
paths of abjuration and allegiance mentioned in thfe aCit

of affembly lately palled, intitled ** an ^^ for the fecxiri-

ty of the government of New-Jerfey," do take the faid

oaths before they take their feats.
•* Signed by order of the council and aflembly of the

ftate of New-Jerfey. '' Charles Pettit, Secretary."

ReJ'olved, That the board of war be directed to have the

prifoners now at J^riftol removed from thence back into

the country.

Fefotved, That Mrs. Chamier be permitted to go to her
huibanJ at New- York ; and that Mrs. Lewis at Flufhing

pn Long-IQand be reqiii'ed in exchange.

Kefo'ividy Tiiat Mr. Meafe be impowered and diredled

to fettle with and pay the militia of the maryland fiying-

canip :

That the commiflary of provifions in Philadelphia fup^

ply with rations, in lieu of mileage, fuch of the piaryland

troops as chafe to go home :

That fuch of the non-commiffioned officers and foldicrs

of the faid troops as will inlill for three years be imme-
diately cloathed ; and that Mr. Meafe be dirttiled to de-
tain as many of the cl^^aths now in his hands as will ]>e ne-

ceflary for that purpofe :

That each of the non-commiffioned officers and fbldiers

pf the maryland militia who will not inlirt for three yea:s,

bat will eno-a^e to march to the immediate reinforcement
of general Washington, and remain under his command
one month, be fupplied by Mr. Meafe with a fhirt, a pair

of (hoes, and a pair of ftockings, on paying for the fame %

That fuch of the militia as Ihall engage to ferve to the

loth of March next, unlefs fooner difcharged by Congrefs,

be incitled to a pair of ihoes and llockings, and to th?

fame
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fame rations and the fame monthly pay with the otiter

troops on the continental eiia'olifhment, to commence
from the time of their enrollment ; and that one montl^s

pay be advanced to each volunteer, ppon his inrollment.

Rsfohed, That to-morrow be affigneu for giving the In-

dians in town an aiiclience; and tisat the committee on In-

dian affairs be directed to prepare a proper fpeech to be
delivered to them.

Refolvsd, TThat the officers of the maryland troops ^e re-

quefted immediately to parade thofe troops, and to ufe

their utmoft influepce to perfuadc their adoption of the
terms propofed by Congrefs.

ReJ'olved, That general Wafliington be diredied, in^ cafe

he has not entered into a negotiation with geneial Howe,
for exchanging governor Franklin for general Thomfon,
Eo fufpend the execution of that matter till farther orders.

A petition from Willlaln Dod was read, praying for

leave to vific his brother who is confined in prifon :

Rsjoh^^-d, That the petitioner have leave to vifit and
converfe with his brother in the prefence of the goaler.

Refolvedy That ThurfJay next be alGgned for taking iu=

to confideration the ftate of the treafurj.

The feveral matters to this day referred being po;li=

poned, adjourned to lO o'clock to-morrow.

Wednesday, Dcavihsr 4, 1 775.

A letter of the 2d from general Waliiington was read :

Refolved, That ic be recommended to the council of fafe-
ty of Pennfj'lvania to detain from marching wich the mi-
litia the printers engaged in printing certificates for the
continental loan-oinces, and to direvfi them to coutinne ex-
ecuting the bufinefs in which they are employed.
The committee of treafary reported, that they have had

tinder confideration the accounts of John Harvie, Jol^n
Montgomery, and Jafper Yates, enquires, commiilioners
for indian aifairs in the middle department; that the faid

commiffioners have produced accounts of the expenditure
of 13464.7 dollars for the charges and expences of the iate

treaty held with the Indians at ^itifburg, and for their al-

lowance for their time and expences attending the faid

treaty : that in this account arc included the expence of
goods purchafed by Mr. Morgan for private prefents ; for
expences and pay to Mr. Wilfon, Mr. Long, and Mr. Gir-
ty on different meflages ; fd^r kettles rations and linen fup-
plied the continental battalion at Kittanning; for expences
(ofMr. Morgan coming to Philadelpliia, going to New-York
^ilh two iadina chiefs^ and retxjrning with them to Fittf-

burgj
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burg; his going to the indian towns to invite them to s%

treaty; for fundry futns paid to the militia officers/ and
for the feveral accounts due from the department to this

time, except the militia accounts yet unfettled, and the
falaries due to Mr. Morgan and the former agent ; and al-

fo 800.2 dollars due to fundry perfons before their appoint-
ment, whofe accounts were fettled by a committee of Cnn-
grefs for indian affairs. The ballance due to George Mor-
gan, efquire, is 20 7- 74 dollars, firft deducting 400 dollars

paid him by Congrefs 2ift September laft, for which he is

debited :

That they credit the fums of 3000 dollars received of
Congrefs in Auguft, and 5353.30 dollars the 2d inftant,

aifo 5.30 dollars for the freight of a^ilill to Redfton.e, and
two fums anttounting to 67.45 dollars, which are twice

charged in the accouiits :

That the ballance due to the commiffioners is 5057.8^
dpilars :

Ordered, That the faid fum be paid.

The feveral matters to this day referred being poftponed^

adjourned to 10 o'clock to-mon-ow.

Thursday, J).ecemher t^, 'illfi'

A letter of the 4th from general Wafliington, inclofing ^
sopy of a letter frpm major Clark, was read.

Refbived, That Mr. J. Meafe be direcfted to pay to each
captain of the maryland troops of the flying camp who
cannot produce pay-rolls, fuch a fum 3S they think wilj

be equal to the arrears due to their refpedlive companies j

taking a receipt from, the refpedtive captains for the mO'
jiey advanced.,

Refo/vsd, That two months pay be advanced to Monfleur

Romand de Lifie, and to Monfieur Kofciufzko.

The Indians being introduced, delivered a fpeech j and
Saturday next was appointed to return them an anfwer.

Rejolvsdy That it be earnellly recommended to the coun^

cil of fafety of Pennfylvania topi-ocure the ufe of the penn-

ifj'lvania hofpltal for the purpofe of accommodating the

fick belonging to the continental army.

Refolvidy That the medical committee be impowered to

procure fuitable perfons to take care of the fick, and to re-

move them to fuch convenient places in the country as they

fhall think proper.

Some inhabitants of New-jerfey being fent under guard

to Phi-ladelphia, charged with the crime of inlifting men
for general Kbwe, and fome of inliHing themfelyes in the.

fervice of the enemy

;

Viejolvcd^
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kefoived, That they be fent tinder guard to Frederick in

Maryland^ there to be fafely confined, and that until they
can be fent away, they be kept confined in the Hate prifon

in Philadelphia.

Refohedy That captain Ottendorf be dired;ed ro ralfe an
independent corps, confifting of 1^0 men, fejjeants and
corporals included : .

That the fame be divided into three companies ; the firft

company to confift of 60 men, light ijiffintry, commajided
by one captain and two lieutenants; the other two coro-

j[>anies of hunters, of 45 men each, to be commanded each
by a captain and two lieutenants

:

That captain Ottendorf have the r^nk of major, be cap-

tain of the light infantry company, and command the whole.
That an adjutant be, appointed for this coi-ps, who is to

a«ft as ijuartermaiter and paymafter, with the rank of lieu-

nant, and pay of other adjutants.

Ordered^ That the board of war write to the general,

dnd delirc him to lend Ifaac Corren of the artillery,- to

Philadelphia.

Rejolvedy That 150 dollars be advanced to Gunning Bed-
ford, muflerinalter general, he to be accountable.

Rs/otved, That the time for drawing the lottery be al-

tered to the lofh of April.

Refofved, That Congrefs will to-morrow, previous to any
other b'ufinefs, refolve itfelf into a committee of the wholes
to take into confideration the flute of the treafury, the
•ways and means of railing fupplies for the enfuing year,

and fupporting the credit of the continental currency.

The feveral matters to this day referred being poftponed,
adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow.

Friday, Decejnher 6, 1776.
A letter of the 5th from general Waihington^ and one

of the 27th of November from General Gates at Albany,
with a paper inclofed, fent from the commanding officer

at St. John's, were read :

Agreeable to the order of the day Congrefs refclved it-

felf into a committee of the whole, to take into confidera-

tion the ftate of the treafury, the ways and means of raif-

ing fupplies for the eiifuing jear, and fupporting the cre-

dit of the continental currency ; and after fonie time the
prefidcnt refumed the chair, and Mr. Nelfon reported that
the committee have had under confideration the matters io

them referred, and have come to fundry refolutions there-
on ; but not having perfected the bufiacfs, d-fii-ed hiia ta

move for leave to fit a-^ain.

Refftivedf
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Refohed, That Congrefs will to-inorrow refolve itfelf in-

to a committee of the whole, to take into confitlerarion the

ftdte of the treafary, the ways and nieaiis of raiftng fup-

pjies for thfe enfuingyear, and fupporting the ci edit of the
continental currency.

Refolvedj That 50,000 dollars be advanced to Mr. J,
Meafe, for the public fervice, he to be accountable.

Upon reprefcntation made by Daniel and Samuel Hughes
that Melchor Salady, a private loldier in captain Farmei-'s

company of colonftl Miles's battalion, "Xould be very fer-

viceaUe to them in executiiig their contrail for making
cannon for CongreO :

Rsfohedy That Melchor Salady be difcharged by the pro-=

per {jflicer from the compar!y_, provided he enter into the

fervice of the faid Hughes.
The feveraf matters to this day refeit^ b6ir.gpofl:i5onedj»

aujourncd to \'o o'clock to-niorrov/,

Saturday, Decemhcr, 7, 1 776.

A letter of the 6th from general Waftington at Trenton,
and one of the 21 ft to 25th November from general Schuy-
ler at Saratoga, vi'ith fundry ]^apers Inchifed, vi'cre readj

Ordered, That they be referred to the board of war.

Refohed, That the board of \var be impowered and di-

reclied to exchange fuch of the Canadians as they fhall think
proper.

Ordered^ That the prefldent \^rite to the four Nevi'-^ng'

land governments, and requefl them to ufe tlieir utmol?

influence in raiang thfeir refpecflive ijuotas of troops, and
to haften their march with all polhble diligence to the

Jilaces appointed for their rendezvous by general Schuyler.

Refohedy That 100,600 doIllrS be advanced to the conn-

cll of fafety of Pennfylvania, to be applied towards fur-

lufliiiig the feveral officers with bounty money for inlirting

iijeu oii the new efLablifliment ; the faid council to be ac-

countable.

Eefohid, That captain Biddle be impowered to inliU

into the continenlai fervice, fuch of the failors iii prifori

sis he fliall think proper.

The committee of treafary repo<-ted, that there is due,

r^nd to be paid to the oider of Allen M'Donald, fenior,

A\\o\\ M'Donald, junior, Alcxaiuler M'Donaltl, Kennel

?v(' Donald, and Archibald M'Donalc!, hoftages fent by ge-

^lerrJ Schuyler to Heading, fjrtiie allowance due To tbem-
felves and their three fervant?:, from the 25 fh of Septem-

ber to the loth of December incluflve, 14^ dollars:

TiiaE rhere llictKd be adYan,c£d to Thomas Smith, for

fapplies
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Jupplies to the troops of the ^tU and 6th vlrgirAa regi-

uienrs, left fick at Wilmington, the fum of677.25 dollars i

That there is due to lieutenant colonel Jficoh Bo. er, for

furniihing his battalion of liiilitia with 7495 rations of
provifions, on their march from Berks county :o the camp
in New-Jerfey, 759.45 dollars:

To Thomas Edwards, for vidiualling the fecond battali-*

on of militia of Lancafler countVj commanded by colonel

Curtis Grubb, on their march to Bergen in New-Jerfey,
and for the hire of two baggnge waggons^, J 3 19.61 duilais,

\o be paid to Philip Mar/hteller.'

Ord^ ed, That the laid accounts bb paid.

Refo'ved, That icoo dollars be advanced to the cnTnriiir-

tee for procu ing cannon for the public fervice, the faid

committee to account for the expenr?iiiire.

Refhived, That for the more fpeedy and efTectiial dif"

charge of bufinefs, the following rules be invariabl)' ob»

ferved

;

,

That Cortgrefs be opened every morning at 10 o'clock^;

Sundays excepted :

That Mr. Prefident take the chair precifely at that time.

Agreeable to the order of the day, the Indians were in-

troduced, and the following fpeech was deJiver^'d to theni

;

Broihers of the fix nations, Delav/arei? nnd Shawanefe.
We the delegates of the thirteen United States of i^nie-

j-ica, are extremely pleafed to fee you. We take you by
the hand, and bid you Svelcome to our great council fire.

Brothers. You fay that God Almighty has bfcen pleafed

to bring us together. YoU fay well. He fuperinrcnds

and governs men and their actions. He now fees us. Hf,*

judges of the fincerity of our hearts^ and ^vill punifti thoG*

who deceive.

Brothers, Sacheitis and Warriors. You have heard whdt
bur cnmmiffioners have faid to you ac Piitfaiirg, by our
direClions. You have liilened to their arguments, and
your o-.vn reafon will fuggeii-, that the cdndiitT: they have
recommended co you mufl be produclive of your happi-
nefs and welfare. We think that you mull be fully con-

'vinced that your fafety, as nations, depends on preftrvin;'^

peace and friendihip with the white people of this iflajicL

We are forry to hear of the death of your great men,
and are well pleafed. that biir coinmiiTiofiejS Iriye wiped
the tears from youi* eyes, and covered the gravfes of our
departed friends.

Oar hearts are gond cov.'ards all tlie Indians in the woods
who have friendly diPpofirion toward ns.

We love peac", and wiih thiit the chain of ii-lend£«iip l>e-

Yoi., II. R 3 f.vsea



tween us and you may contraifl no ruft. On our part we
will do every tiling lo ke'ep it bTight and ftrong.

But fliould we be attacked by any tribe of Indians in the
V'oods, we hope to co';vince them that we can repel their

attempts with eafe. Friendfliip however with you is what
we earneftly deiire, oiir conimiffioners have told you fo,

and they have not deceived you.

, We now inform you, thst we wiffi to fit down with you
under the fame tree of peace ; to water its roots arid che-

riftt its growth, fo that it may fhelter us and yoUy and our
and your children.

Brothers. We have prepared fdrae prefents for you,

which our commiiiioners will deliver before your depar-

ture.

The Indians, having returned thanks for the fpeech de-

livered, informed Congrefs that they had fomethingto fay

on Monday next, and withdraw.

Refolvad, That the council of fafety of Pennfylvania be

de/ired tv; fufpcnd the farther exectuion of the requeft

made to t>>em the 2d inftant to procure one thoufand wag-
gons :

That the waggons procured in confequence of the faid

reqneH: be fent to the quartermafter general.

Rejoivefi, That Mr. Meafe be directed to return tp Mr.
Levy the goods he had from him, and receive back the mo-
ney advanced on that account, the faid goods being fent

for by the ftate of New-York, on whofe account and bj
whofe order they were purchafed.

The commirttee of treafury reported that there is due,

To brigadier general Thompfon, for his pay for the

jBorrths of Odober and November, 450 dollars:

To lieutenant Rofs Currie, of the fecond battalion of
pennfylvania regular forces, for the ballance of his pay
from March to November incluiive, 90 dollars :

To Samuel M'Kinzie, furgeon to ttie fecond battalion of
pennfylvania regular forces, for four months pay at 35
dollars a month, 132 dollars:

Ordered, That the faid acconnts be paid.

The feveral matters to this day referred being poflponed^

adjourned to 10 o'clock on Mondayw

Monday, December 9, 1776.

A letter 6f the 8th from general Wafhington ; one cf the

22d November from general Ward, inclolirig one of the

9th of the fune month from general Gates; one of ihe i8th

of the fame month from G. Morgan at Fittfofirg, and a pe-

tition and remonilrance from the captains and fubalterns

of
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of colonel Mackay's battalion ; a letter of the 1 7^ Novem-
ber from lieutenant coionel Wilfon of the faid battalion;

and a letter of the 22d November from John Avery at Bof-

ton ; were read ;

Alfo a letter of the 25th November from colonel M. Ha-
zen was read, and referred to the commit:ee on the nor-

thern army.
Rs/o/ved, That another member be added to the faid

committee:
The member chofen, Mr, R. H. Lee.

Rejolvei, That the fiira of 1 1 7,1 r dollars be paid to co-

lonel Hauffeger, in full of his account for boards, &Co

Ibought for the public fervice, and for his expences.

RifotveJ, That 1000 dollars be advanced to major Otteli-

ddrf, for the par^wfe of recruiting his companies; he tg

be accountable.

Refolvsd, That HouelmSn Arnold be appointed a liente-

pant of the company commanded by major OLtenc'orf

:

That 2000 dollars be advanced to the delegates of New-*

Jerfey for the public fervice ; they to be accountable :

Tiiat jfQjOoo dollars be advanced to Mr. J.
Meafeforthe

public fervice ; he to be accountable.

Refolvsd, That Mr. Rifberg, the afliflant qnartermafter

in Philadelphia, be directed ro fend by water to chriftiana

bridge the military (lores fent from the army, and chat

they be fafely lodged there till farther orders.

Refohed, That 5000 dollars be advanced to Mr: Carpen-
ter Wharton for public fervice ; he to be accountable.

Refohed, That the council of fafety of Pennfylvania be
requeued to give the continental ofHcers and all others em-
ployed in removing the public ftores from Philadelphia,

whether by land or water, all the aifiitance in their power.
Refohed, That a committee of three be appointed to pre-

pare an addrefs to the inhabitants of America, and a re-

commendation to the feveral ftates toappoin: a day of faft-/

ing, humiliation and prayer :

The members chofen, Mr. Witherfpoon, I\lr. R. H,
Lee, and Mr. Adams.

Refohed, That Mr.
J.

Meafe be i/np3wered and direrted

to fecde and pay the arrears due to colonel Hay's batta>

lion of tlie flying camp.
Refohed, That Thomas De Naif be appo'nUed a lieute-

nant of artillery under Monf. Romand de Lifle.

Refohed-, Thac a cosrjmittoe of three be appointed to in-

quire into the ilate of the prifoners fent from New-Jerfey.
The members chofen, Mr. Witheripoon, Mr. Clarke,

and Mr. S". L. Le?. •

Whereas
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Whereas in confcquence ofmany complaints tbatengrof-
fers had diilreiTed the public by railing fait to an exorbi-
tant pike, the council oj^ fafery of Pejiiifylvania, with the.

approbation of Congrefs, took the management ofthe affair

into th^ir hands, and have endeavoured by as juft and equal

,
a diilribution as poflible of the f^it imported from time to
time to fupply the different parts of the country

;
yet it is

fbaud upon trial, eitiier from the artful conduct of inter*

efted perf)ns not difcovered, or from the impoffibility of
the thing itfelf, that the remedy has been ineffertual, and
©n the contrary, fait continues fcarcer atid dearer in this

pore than when no regulalions have been tried : therefore
RefolvsJ, That it be recommended to the council of fafe-

ty of Pennfvlvania to take off all reltraint u]>on the fale of
fall ; 1 and give public notici^ that it fhall be lawful for any
perfon to import and fell it, in fuch manner and at fucU
price as fhali fait voluntary purchafei s.

Refplvsd, That 200 dollars be advanced to Mr. Govett^
alliltant to the auditor general ; he to be accountable.

Refolved, That in cafe this Congrefs Ihall be under the ne-
ceiiity of removing from i'hiladvlpiiia, it /hall be adjourn-
ed to Baltimore.

Whereas general Washington bath repeatedly applied,

2nd hath ye'terday renewed his application, for an imme«
cliate reinforcement for the defence of Philadelphia and
the tVate of Ptnnfylvania ;

Kef bedy That the council of fafety of Pennfylvania be
req-uefted this day to fend exprefles, that can be relied on,

to the feveral counties, earneftly requefting that they

march what troopis they can collciit, aimed and provided

in the he\\ manner poffible, to the ariny under the com-
mand of general Wafhing'on.

Refolved, Thar Mr. J. Meafe be dtrecfied to furnifli cap-

tain Henderfon's company, of the nth pennfylvania bat-

talion, with blankets and ftockings.

Kefohed, That exprefles be immediately fent to the com-
r.iitiees of the counties <jf Csecil, Daltimore, Hartford and
Frederick in Maryland, requeuing that they apply with-

out delay to the militia of their refpeclive counties, and
fend foi ward immediately for the defence of the city of
Philadelphia, and the reinforcement of general Wafliing-

rou'o army, as many troops as poliible, informing ihe faid

committees that ipme afSltance in the way of anr.s may be

4-urni(hed here, to fuch as have no *ai-ms to bring witk
them :

That an exprefs be fent to the council of fafety of De-
laware, requeuing theia to fend forward immediately, fofl*

the
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fhe purpofe aforefaid, as many troops as polfible^ gi"«'ing

ichem the like information with lefpeft to arms.

ReJ'olved, That ihe board of war be directed to take
$:are oF the aims belonging to the continent, and have
yhtni poperly fecured.

Rif/c/wfii, That William Chambers be appointed captain,

Alexander V/ilfon, firfl lieutenant, and Adam Hoops, fe-

cond lieutenant in tite 3d battalionof the reginienr com-
^nanded by colonel M. Hazen

Tiie feveral matters to this day referred being poftponed,
^djoui'ned to 10 o'clock to-morrow,

Tuesday, December jo, 1776.

A letter of the 8th from genera! Lee at Morris-to'wn,

one of the ^^.h. from general Wamington, with a letter o£
the 61th from general Heath, were read.

Ke/o ved, That the piifoners fent fromtbeftate of New-
Jerfey by general Wailiington, and ordered to Frederic-

town in Maryland, be conveyed there by captain Mounts
Joy Baily, with a guard of 1 8 foldiers :

That the faid guard be funiillied with arms, cartrid<res,

Jcnapfacks and blankets :

That loto dollars be advanced to the committee of the
piddle dilbici of I'rederic county, to defray the charges

of- conveying the prifuners there, and the expence of fur-

iiiihiug rations to the prifoners and the guard, the faid

committee to be aecounrabie.

z Refolvedf That general AliiHin be diredled to repair ijn-

media. ely to the neighbouring counties, and by -^l tbe

means in his power roufe and bring them in, to tiie de-
fence of Philadelphia.

As the Congrefs deem it of great importance to the gc-
• nei-al good and iafety, that general Mifnin fhould anake a
progrefs through the fevera! counties of the ftate of Penn-
fylvauia, to roufe the freemen thereof to the immediate
defence of this city and country;

Repjlved, That the ailembly be requefted to appoint a
committee of their body to make the faiJ tour with getie-

ral Mifiiin, in order to aSifb kim in tiiis good and necellarjr

work.
Refohed, That the prefldent return to Congrefs the 25000

dollars received for the ufe of the marine committee.
Refohed, That major general Putnam be diretfted to bave

the ieveral recruits and other continental troops in Phila-

delphia immediately paraded, and thiit he proceed "ftiib-

out delay to make the proper defences f^r the prctedtiou
Sizd fecurity cf this city:

' "

TLat
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That the coiTDcil of fafety of Pennfylvania be requcfted
to give major general Putnam all the affill-ance in their
power for the ejteeution of the above neceflary b«finef$, by
calling forth the iu habitants, and by any other means in
liieir judgment proper.

Refolued, Thai 2cx30 dollars be advanced to the delegates
®^f Georgia, for the u£b of that Hate, which is to he ac-

countable.

Refolvtd, That iqj .qo dollars be paid to Robert Patton,

for his fervices as roeflenger, from the 15th of May to the
4th of December, inftant.

The committee appointed to prepare an addrefs to the
inhabitants of America, brought iu a draught, which wa^
read, and being debated by paragraphs was agreed to :

Ordired^ That the faid committe'C have it publifhed and
^ifperfed.

The committee of treafury reported that there fliould

\e advanced toM^s. Stevenfon, the fum ot 200 dollar^, 011

secouiit of her hufband James Srevenfon, one of the com-
Siiflioners of accounts ; he to be accountable :

That there i-s due to John Montgomery and Jafper Yates,

tcomm ilioners of indian affairs in the middle department,
far their account of debts due to fundry perfons on the vi-

St of the indiaa chiefs from PittJhurg to Congrefs, n 78.24
«do liars

:

To the reverend Mr. Fowler, indian miffionary, being

a ballance due to him for his fervices ^t the treaty with
the Indians at pittfburg, 36 doHars :

To Joliu Gibion, efquire, for eight months houfe-rent

ior the trsafary oliice, as auditor general to the 9th infiant,

\s^»od for the ufe of the office, &c. &:c. the fam of 369.61

To Sr. Luke la Come, captain Frazier, and major Gamp'?

iell, fjr the allowance for thenjfelves and three fervants

from 24ch September co 5d December, 90 dollars; the

Ikme to be paid to color)el Donald Campbell:

Ordered, That the faid accounts be paid. _
Refohsd^ That the prehde nt w. ite to general Wafhing*

ton, and defire him to fend a parry to watch the roads

Seadinp- from Nevi'-Jerfey to Philadelphia above TreiiPon,

2nd :yive Congvefsthe earlieU" notice of the enemy's motio-ns.

Rifohsd, Thar 2000 dollar^ be advanced to lieuteriant

coloiiel AutlU, for the purpoie of recruiting the battalion

commanded by colonel M. Kazen ; he to be accouutable.

Ecpjhcd,, That two of the continental battalions now
sraiiin^ in Conriecfticut be ftatloned for the defence of the

laid it|ite, in fuch parts thereof as gavernor Trumbull ftaU
I judge
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ju^ge mnfh conducive to that purpofe, till Congrefs ihail

order orherwife.

Re/o ved, That the treafurer, upon the orclcr of the go-

enimeBt o<"Conne«fticut, pay out of the firft monks whick
ihall be received into the loan-ofHce in that llate, 40,00©
dollars ; the laid ftate to be accountable for the expemii-

ture thereof.

Rifolved, That Antoine Seelim be appointed a f-sprain

of a rifle conipany in the corps commanded by jiiujui- Ot-
tendoi-f.

The feverai matters to this day referred being poftpoKctl^

adjourned to i o o'clock ro-morrdw.

Wednesday, Dece^aier 11, 1775.
The committee appointed to prepare a refulutitfn for ap-

polhting a day of fafting and humiliation, brought in a re-

port, which was read and agreed to, as follows ;-—

Whereas the war in which the United ; tares are engaged
with Great-Britain, has not only been prolonged, but is

likely to be carried to the greatett extremity ; and whereas
it becomes all public bodies, as well as p.rivate perfonSj to

reverence the providence pf God, and look up to hiiJi ai

the fuprdme difpofer of all events^ and the arbiter of the

fate of nations ; therefore

Refolved, That it be recommended to all the United States

as foon as poffible to appoint a day of folemn fafting and
humiliation; to implore of Almighty God the foregivenefs

of the many fins prevailing among all ranks, and to be^
the countenance and affiftance of his providence in the pro-

fecution of the prefent jufV and ^.eceflary war.

The Congrefs do alio in the moli: eartieft manner reconf-,

mend to all the members of the United States, arid parti-

cularly the officers civil and military under them, the ex-
ereife of repentai^ee and reformation j and further, rcC|nire

of them the llrid; obfervation of the articles of war, and
particularly that part of the faid articles which forbids pro-

fane fweariug and all immorality, of which all fivcb offi-

cers are deiired to take notice.

It is left to each ftate to ili'ne out proclamations fisiiig

the day that appears molt proper within its l)ou3ids.

Ordered, Tiiac the above be pubiiilied by the commjitee
"who broucrltt in the report.

A letter of the loth from p-eneral Walhin^ton at the falls

of Delaware, was read.

The committee appointed to examine the prifoners Cent

from New-Jerfey reported, that they h^ve performed thai

fervice, and find fome coiiude'ixibie diftiucticu betv.ecii

tlicm ; whereupon
"

Rsfihc^g
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'Refolved, That the faid coTnmittee be impowered to dli°-

charge from jail fuch of the faid prifonei s as do not appear
to have heen engaged in meafiires agaiiill ihc United S ates

of America; the fiid prifoneis firll figning a*declara£ioiii,

that they will not hereafter engage i.r. fucli meafures, nor
give the enemies of America, jiid, information, council,

or aSiftance in any way or manner whatibcver ; and that

fuch as the faiJ con'.mittee j^'xlge proper give fecuiity not

to depart the city of Philadelphia without leave ofCongrefs.

Refohsd, Thai general Putnam be direc'ted to order par-

ties of adVive, fpiri'ed meii, with proper guides, to crofs

from Philalelphia to Ne^^-Jerfey; and t!n<.er the condutfl

of good ofHcers, to a(fi as harrallipg psrties, and get the
Lieft jntelligence of the motions attd fituaticn ofthe eneiity,,

?iii"e<riing them to fend frequent daily intelligence throwgh
him to Cong: efs of the difcoveries they fhallbe able to inak«^

of the enemy's movements and firuation.

The feveral matters to this day referred being poft-

poned^ adjourned to lo o'clock to-morrow.

W E o N E s D A V, December x 2, i 775.

A Icttiir of the u th from general Wafiiington was read ;

Ordered, That it be referred to the board of war.

Re/o/ved, That 20,oco dollars be advanced to Guftavus

Rilberg, and charged to the account of R.. Dallam, efquire :

That 50 COD dollars be advfxnced to the council of faietv

of Pennfylvanla ibr the public fervice; the faid council to

be accountable :

That 500(D dollars be ad^Jtitced to dodlor Nicholas Way
ofVVilmingron, for the public fervice ; he to be accountable;

Refohed, That the two companies raifed in the town of
Wedmnreiand be oidercd to join general VVafhington witS

all poffible ex. edition.

Refohed, That the continental apothecary toe diredied

immediately to pack up all the continental medicines, and

fcp.d tliem to the quartermaller general

;

That the quartfermafter general be directed to remove
sll the medicines belonging to the continent in P! iladei-

phi-i to a place of fecuriiy :

That the frig.ite (Randolph be put under the dircdiicn

of the continental general comm-iinding in 'Philadelphia,

to acT: as h^ fiiall dired: for the defence of this city, and

. p»-eveMting the enemy fioni pafiitig the Delaware.

Re/ohcd, Tiiat ^2.30 dollars be'advanced to Mr. Sproat,

clsi k .Tt the war-cffice, for his fervice ; he tol)e accountable.

Mr. Waltoa, a delegate from Georgia, attended aiulpro-

Awccd a leiier from th*^* fecretary of the /coiivcnlion of
that
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that ftate, informing him of his appoifitment, with others,

to reprefent that ftare for the enfuing year

:

Refolved, That he be admitted to a feat.

Refolved, That Elifha Sheldon be appointed lieutenant

coh)nel comn^andant of a regiment of cavalry on the con-

tinental eftablifhment, with the rank and pay of a colonel

of foot ; and that general Wafhington be authorifed to ap-

point the other officers to the faid regiment ; and that the

colonel with his officers proceed without delay to raife and
difcipline the faid regiment; and that they repair to and
join the army under the command of genei*al Wafliington

by companies, as foon as each company ihall be compleat

:

That general Waihington be impowered to advance to

colonel Sheldon fuch funis of money as may be neceflary

for the fcrvice.

Refolved, That the marine committee be diretfled to em-
ploy one or more faft-failing veflels to proceed immediately
on a cruize off the capes of Delaware, and give notice to

all Ihips and veflels inward bound of the ftate of this port,

in order that they may proceed to fome other place or pla-

ces of more fafety.

Refolved, That general Putnam he diretfled to fend doc-

tor John Conolly under guard to Baltimore in Maryland,
there to be confined.

Refolved, That the continental general commanding in

Philadelphia be dire<5led to defend the fame to the utmoft
extremity againft the attempts ofthe enemy to get pofleffioa

of it; and that for this end he apply from time to time
to the council of fafety of Pennfylvania for their aid and
alfiftance.

Refolved, That Mr. R. Morris be impowered to borrow
a fum not exceeding 10,000 dollars for the ufe of the marine
committee ; and Congrefs will indemnify him.

Refolved, That Timothy Dod be releafed from confinement.

Refolved, That the arms, ammunition and cloathing in

or near the city of Philadelphia be put under the direction,

of general Putnam; and that Mr. James Meafe, Mr. R.
Towers, and all other perfons having continental ftores in
care, make immediate return of the fame to general Put-

nam of the quantities and kinds of each, and where the
fame are placed, that the general may take order therein,

either for fafety or ufe, as he fhall judge proper.

Refohed, That general Putnam be authorifed to employ
all the private armed veflels in this harbour for the defence
and fecurity of the city; and that he take the nioft effec-

tual meafures for manning them and putting them in fie

condition for the above purpofe.

Vol. II. -83 General
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TVIajorgcneral Putnam and brigadier general MifHin being
called to a coxsferenc^, and having by ilrong arguments
urged the neceflity of the Congrefs retiring,

It was thereupon Ordered, That Mr. Wilfon inform the
allembly and council of Pennfylvania of the propofed ad-
journment of Congrefs, and the place to which they have
refolved to adjourn; and acquaint them that Congrefs will '

at all times, on their application, be ready to comply with
their requiiitions for the fecurity of .this city and Itate

againft the common enemy.
Whereas the movements of the enemy ha'ye now render-

ed ihe neighbotirhood of this city the feat of war, which
will prevent that quiet and uninterrupted a-ttention to the
public bufinefs which fliouldever prevail in the great con-

tinental council

:

Kejolvedy That this Congrefs be for the prefent adjourned
to the town of Baltimore in the ftate of Maryland, to meet
oa the 20th inftant, unlefs a fufficient number to make a
Congreis {hall be there fooner aflembled ; and th^at until

the Congrefs fliall otherwife order, general Wafhingtpn be
pofieiled of full power to order and direcfl all things rela«

tive to the department and to the operations of war: and
that the feveral matters to this day referred be poftpcned
to the day to which Congrefs is adjourned. '

BALTIMORE.
Friday, Dece?nber 20, 1776.

Congrefs met according to adjournment.

The delegates from Georgia produced the credentials of
tlieir appointment, which were read as follows:
" In Convention, Savannah, October 9, 1776. The

convention proceeded to ballot for delegates to reprefenE

this ftate in the Continental Congrefs for the year enfuing j

when on clofing the poll it appeared that John Hohfton,

Lyman Hall, Button Gwinner, George Walton, and Na-
than Brownfon, efquires, were duly eletfied and declared

fo accordingly. A true copy from the minutes,
*' Edward Langworihy, fecretary."

Sundry letters were laid before Congrefs and read ; viz.

Three from general Wafliington, of the i2Lh, 13th,

and 15th :

One of the r3th from general Sullivan :

Four from R.Morris at Philadelphia, of the 13th, 14th,

16th and i 7l:h :

One of tiie 8th from general Woofter:
Ordered, That they be referred to a committee of four :

The members chufen, Mr. R. H. Lee, llx. Wilfon, Mr.

Harrifen, snd Mr. S. Adams, " ?\efolved^
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Refolved, That Benjamin Griffith be appointed to fijpply

flie prifoners from North-Carolina with provifions, cloatli-

ing, blankets ajid fuel fufficient to pvotefft them from the

inclemency of the weather; and that thfe apartments in

v/hich they are confined be glazed, and in other refpecfts

fecured from the weather, ^o that the health, cf the prifo-

ners maybe preferved, and they experience that humanity
which hath ever marked the condacl o^ this Congrefs to

its prifoners.

Refolved, That the prefident write togeneralWaflrington,

and defire him to fend a flag to general Howe, and inquire

in what manner general Lee, wiio has been taken prifoner,

is treated : and if he finds that he is not treated agreeable

to his rank and charadter, to fend a remonftiax-'ce to gene-

ral Howe on the fubjec'i ; and farther, to inquire ofgeneral

Howe whether he will grant permiffion to fend general Lee
fuch fupplies of money as may be neceffary to fupporchim
during his confinement in a manner faitable to his rank in

the fervice of the United States:

That the prefident alfo write to Mr, R.. Morris, and re-

queft him to fend one hundred half-johannes to general
'Walhington for the ufe of general Lee.

The feveral matters to this day referred being poffponed,
sojourned to lo o'clock to-morrow.

Sat V %t> ky, December 2r, 1 776.
Alerter of the ilt of Oiflober lait from S. Deane, efq ;

filfo one of the jpth from the eomniittee of ^Yederick
county, with fundry refolutions pafled by the faid com-
mittee refpecling the marching of the Eiilitia of that

county to join general Wafhington, were read.

Congrefj» being informed that a number of prifoners

were arrived at Baltimore from Philadelphia;

Refoived, That the committee of Baltimore town be re-

quelted to fecure in a convenient room under a p-iiard, the

faid prifoners, except the two Goodrich's, who are to be
committed to jail; that Mr. B. Grifiith be impo^v-red to

fapply them wirh provifions and other things abfolutely

necelTary for them until fartlier orders of Can.g;i-ei3.

Refohed, That 6000 dollars be advanced to cojouel Tho-
mas Price for the purpofe of recruiting his battalion; he
to be accountable.

The committee of tre? fary reported, that tliey have had
imder confideration the account of colonel W. Richardfon
for guarding the continental treafary from Piijladelphia to

Baltimore; that the expence of the guard, with provender
far the teara-s, amounts to 372-83 dollars; that he credits

700
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goo dollars received by a warrant on the treafurer, and
that there remains due to the faid colonel W. Richardfon
78.83 dollars: ^

Grderedy That the faid account be paid.
A letter of the lith from general Armftrong at Philadel-

phia was read J

Ordered, That it be referred to the board of war.
The committee to 'Ahom wei-e referred the letters from

general Washington and Mr. Morris, brought in a report,
which was taken into confideration ; whereupon

Kifolved, That proper magazines of provifions for the
army be immediately formed in or near Pennfylvania, and
that Congrefs approve of the general's fending genei-al
Armftrong to fix upon the mod fecure and convenient pla-^

ces for fuch magazines, to animate the militia, and facili-

tate the recruiting fervice in Pennl^lvania:
That Congrefs apprj>ve of general Wafliington's fending

general Smallwood to Maryland to encourage and promote
the fpeedy raifing of the new levies therein; and that ge-
neral SmaJlwood be requefted to ufe his titmolt endeavours
in executing that bufinefs:

That Robert Morris, George Clymer, and George Wal-
ton, efquires, be a committee of Congrefs, with powers to

execute fuch continental bufinefs as may be proper and ne-
ceflary to be done at Pliiladelphia :

That 200,000 dollars be immediately fent to Mr. J,

Meafe, fubjecfl to the difpofilion of the faid committee, for

providing the militia going into fervice j for paying the

foldiers from Ticonderoga, and for fuch other public ufea

as they faall think proper:

That if the above fum ihould be infnfficient, the faid

committee have power to call on the commiffioner of the
joaii-otfice in Pennfyivania for fuch farther fums as the
continental fervice there may demand :

That the faid committee keep up a regular correfpond-

ence with Congrefs, informing them from time to time of
their proceedings herein

:

That the refolve relpec'ling the appointment of this com-
jnittee and its powers be tranfmitted to Meflieurs Morris,

Clymer and V/alton by Mr. Preiident; and that h« inform

the faid gentlemen that Congrefs approve their care of the

public bufinefs as fignified in Mr. Morris's letters. Alfo,

that Mr. Morris be informed Congrefs highly approve his

plan of riding the continental frigates at Philadelphia re-

gularly for fea, with all poflible expedition :

That Mr. fecretary Peters be diredled by the board of
war to repair to Baltiaiore as foon as poifible.
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Rejohed, That 19,000 dollars be advanced to Mr. John
JBoyd, paymafter of colonel Mackay's battalion^ for the
ufe of the faid battalion; he to be accountable.

Refalved, That two chaplains be appointed to Congrefs,
and that Monday next be affigned for electing thero.

Congrefs took into conlideration the letter from the com"
inittee of Frederick county ; whereupon

Refolved, That 18,000 dollars be tranfmitted to the coiil-;

mittee of Frederick, for the ufe of the militia of the coun-
ties of Frederick, Wafhington and Montgomery, who
march to reinforce general Wafhington ; the faid commit-
tee to be accountable : that the faid committee tranfmit to

general Washington a particular account of the money ad-
vanced to the militia.

Refohed, That officers of troops inlifled for three years
or during the war, receive pay on the new eftabliflimenc

from the time of their being appointed by their refpedlive

ilates, in confequence of the refolution of Congrefs pafled

the 1 6th of September laft.

Refohed, That fuch alteration be made in the rations of
the Virginia troops as the governor and council of that ftate

fhall direct, provided the expence does not exceed that of
the ration eftabliflied for the continental army.

Kefolved, That 3000 dollars be advanced to colonel W.
Kickardfon, for the purpofe of recruiting his regiment

;

he to be accountable.

Y(.(fQlved, That Mr. Hooper be impowered to examine in-*

to the ftate of the North-Carolina prifoners, and have fuch

of them as are fick removed to a pavate houfe and kept
under guard ; and that he provide a phylician to attend

them.
Kefolved, That general Wafhington be diretfled to pay

the militia that may reinforce his army, in the fame man-
ner as his other troops are paid ; and that on their difcharge

one penny a mile be allowed in lieu of rations to fupporc

them on their march to their refpe(!:iive places of abode.

The feveral matters to this day referred being poftponed,

adjourned to lo o'clock on Monday.

Monday, Dece7nher 25, 1776.
Agreeable to the order of the day Congrefs eled:ed the

reverend Mr. P. Aliifon and the reverend Mr. W. White,
chaplains.

Ordered, That Mr. Witherfpaon, Mr. S. Adams, and Mr.
Hooper inform the faid gentlemen of their appointment,
and defire their attendance.

Mr. Hooper having reported that the prefent firuation

of
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(of the prifoners is very difagreeable and dangerous to their

Jiealth on account of the prifon being much out of repair

;

it was thereupon ,

Rejolved, That until the apartments in the jail of the
town of Baltimore fhall be repaired, and put in fuch a con-
dition as not to endanger the health of thofe who may be
confined in them, the prifoners fiom the ftate of North-
Carolina be removed from thence to different rooms in the
court-houfe, or wherever elfe they can be procured, and
There fafely locked up and fecured; and that the commit-
tee of infpedlion of the faid town be requelled to diretit

proper apartments for tlieir reception, and from time to

time keep up a good and fufScienc guard over them ; and
51* order to fecure them moreefFec'^tually, that the prifoners,

agreeable to their own voluntary propofal, fliall be upon
their parole not to make any attempts to efcape from con-

finement, nor interfere in the prefent war with Great- Bri-

tain by carrjring on ^ny correfpondence, converfation, or

otherwife with the enemies ('f America; and that during
their confinement Benjamin Grifiith, who by alaterefolve

of Congrefs was directed to fupply the prifoners when con-

iined in jail, continue to fupply and accommodate them
•with neceff'aries for their fuppoit.

Refolved, That P^obert PatLon be appointed door-keeper,

jind James Long meffenger, to Congrefs.

Refolved, That to-morrow be aliigned for appointing

fkillful perfons to be fent to examine the Salifbury and Mr.

Livingilon's founderies, agreeable to the refolution of the

28th of November Jaflr.

Rsjohsd, That Mr. John Boyd, the paymafter of colonel

Mackay's battalion, be impowered to receive from Mr.

William Smith at Hanover, fuch a number of flioes as may
he wanted for,the t-ife of the faid battalion.

Refolved, That the aflemblies, canventions, committees or

councils of fafery, and other perfons that are or may be in-

trufled with money for the militia reinforcing the armies of

ihe United States, tranfa)it the receipts of the ofiicers re-

celvino- the fame to the paymaster or deputy paymalter ge-

jj/fral of the refpec^ive armies; who are hereby direcfled

to make proper iloppages and give certificatesof the de-

livery of fuch receipts, fpecifying therein the names of the

perfons ligning them, the dates and funis mentioned in the

iame, and the perfons to whom the receipts were given

;

which certificates fhall be received by the commifiionerS

of the treafury as fufficient vouchers for difcharging the

xefpedtive accounts from the fums expreffed in the fame.

The feveral matters to this day referred being poftponed,

adioiirned to 10 o'clock ro-morroYrc Tuesday^
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Tuesday, December 24, 1775.
A letter of the 20th from the codticil of fafety of Pennr>r

fylvania ; one of the 21ft from Mr. R. Monis; one of the

loth from general Schuyler, with fandry papers inclofed^

were fe^eived and read ;

Rejolvedj That the laft be referred to the committee 013

the affairs of the northern a.rniy,

Refohed, That two members be added to the faid com-
mittee :

The members cliofen, Mr, Heyward and Mr. \^'^aipple„

Rejolved, That 200,000 dollars be advanced to the coun-
cil of fafety of Peni>/ylvania, for the public fervice ; the

faid council to be accountable.

Refolvid, That Mr. Hillegas, the treafurer, be impower-
ed to employ proper perfons to fign the bills which remairs

unfigned in the treafury^ and that he return their names
ro Gongrefs.

Refohed, That a letter be immediately written by Mr,
Prelident to the aflemblies of New-Hampihire, Mailachu-
fetts-Bay and Conne(flicut, informiug theai of the critical

itate of the fortrefs of Ticolideroga. and the other pol^s ia
that quartern and the extreme danger of general Carlton'^

poileliiiig himfeJf of that fortrefs as loan as lake Cham»
plain {hall be fo frozen as to be capable cf bearing horfes :

that, by a letter from general Schuyler, Congrefs is infor-

med that the troops now occupying thole ports will noc
tarry after the 3 id of this month ; and i.a the moft prefiing

terms urging the neceffity of haftening up troops from their

re rpecftive dates with the utmofl difpatch, in the following
proportions, viz. 2500 from Mailachufetts-Bay, 1500 from
Connediicut, aud 500 from Nevv-Hamp2ii1:e, making 4500 j

informing them that Congrefs delire tliey will not wait till

the feveral corps are conipleated ; and that there is now a
plentiful ftock of provilions at Ticondei-oga, and nothing
to fear from the enemy tilt the lake fliall be frozen as

above mentioned.
Rejolved, That two members be added to the committee

appointed on the 1 yuh of Ot^tober, for the better regulat-

ing the treafary board :

Tiie members chofen, Mr. Nel fori .and Mr. Ellery.

Refohed, That 533.30 dollars be advanced to Thomas
Nichols, deputy quartermailer general, for the pt.blic fer-

vice, aud ciias'ged to the account tf brigacier general
Mifflin, qaarteiiiiafter general, to vviiom faid Nichols, wha
is an of&oer in iiis departisent, is 10 be accountable.

Siindi-y fieiich lei.tc':s were laid before Congrefs, and
read

;

>

Ordered,
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Ordered, That the faid letters be referred to the com*
aiittee for procuring cannon.

Refohed, That a member be added to the faid committee :

The member chofen, Mr. Lewis.

Refolved, That two other magazines of ammunition, in

addition to that agreed to on the 21ft, be formed, one in

the eaftern ftates, and one in the fouthern ftates :

Ordered, That the delegates of the eaftern ftates confer

together, and alfo thofe of the fouthern ftates, and fix

upon proper places, and report to Congrefs on Thurfday
next.

The feveral matters to this day refen-ed being poftponed,

adjourned to \ o o'clock on Thurfday next.

Thursday, December 26, 1 776.
Sundry letters were read, viz,

One of the i6th from general Walhington, with an ex*
tradl of a letter from commiftary general Trumbull :

One of the 13th from commiflary general Trumbull at

Morriftown :

One of the 8th from governor Cooke :

One of the 20th from general Walhington, with a plan
for the eftablifhment of artillery, and a memorandum :

On,e of the 2rft from general N. Green ;

Two of the 22d from the council of fafety of Pennfylva-
Siia, with fundry letters from Ticonderoga ;

One of the 2d from colonel Anthony Wayne at Ticon-
deroga, with fundry papers Inclofed

:

One of the 6th from colonel J. Wood at ditto :

One of the 23d from Samuel Wafhington of Eerkely
county, Virginia :

One of the loth from colonel John Brown of Albany,
with papers inclofed :

Alfo a letter from Donald M'Leod, Alexander M'Leod,
Kenneth M'Donald, and 'a petition from Thomas Slater,

prifoners.

Refohed, That 400,000 dollars be advanced to Jofeph
Trumbull, e (quire, commiiTary general ; he to be ac-

countable.

Refohed, That J. Trumbull, efquire, commiflary gene-

ral, be impowered to import, at the continental rifque,

from Virginia and Maryland, and the other fouthern ftates,

fuch quantities of flour and other provifions as he may
judge neceflary for the fupport of the army.

Refohed, That the delegates of Virginia be impowered
and direClied to write to the governor and coxrncil of their

ftat^, and requeft them to contra<5l with proper perfons,

for
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for thfe delivery of r0,000 barrels of fioiir on James's,
York, Rapahannock, and Fotowmack rivers, to the order
of Jofepli IVumbull, conimifiiiry general, or of a larger

quantity, Ibould he require a farther fupply 5 the faid Jo-
^ph Trumbull to fend vellels to take it in, and to pay for,

or d aw ordeis '-n the pielident of Congrefs for the pay-
ment of I he fame.

Qrdiredy I hat the letters read be referred to a commit-
tee of the whole.

Congrefs then refolved itfelf into a committee of the
whole CO take into confideration the letters ; and after

fome time fpent thereon, the prefident refumed the chair,

and Mr. Harrifon reported, that the commitree have had
under confideration the letters to them referred, but not
having had time to fiuifii^ defire leave to fit again to-mor-
row at ten o'clock.

Refohcd, That this Congrefs ^vill to-morrow at ten

o'clock refolve itfelf into a committee of the whole, to

take into farther confideration the letters read this day.

Rifolved, That a committee of three be appointed to

take into confideration, the (late of the army, and report;

thereon to-morrow morning :

The members chofen, Mr. Richard H. Lee, Mr. Wilfon,
and Mr. S. Adams.

Refolvedy That a committee of five be appointed to pre-

pare a plan for the better conducfting the executive bufi-

iiefs of Congrefs, by boards compoled of perfons, not
members of Congrefs :

The members chofen, Mr. Wliipple, Mr. Wilfon, Mr,
Gerry, Mr. Nelfon, and Mr. Morris.

The feveral matters to this day referred being poftponed,
adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow.

Friday, December 27, i 776.

Refolvedf That 3333.30 dollars be advanced to Mr. J^mes
Nourfe for the ufe of the militia of Berkly and Frederic

counties, in Virginia, who are about to march to reinforce

general Wafliington, the faid Mr. J. Nourfe to be account-
able for the expenditure.

Refolved, That the refolulion palled the 3d of Decem-
ber, granting a pair of fhoes and itocking^ to the railitiri

of Pennfylvania, and the fame rations and monthly pay
as the other troops oath's continental ellablifhment, ro

commence from the time of their inrollraent, be extendetl

to the Virginia militia, who march to reinforce general
Washington.
Sundry letters were read, six.

One of the 23d f; om M-. R. Morris :

One of the 3d trom general Schuyler at 5Iarato2a :

One from HenvicusCodeufSt, Eullat acf IS>>v£mber 30th:

Voi.,H, T 3 Que
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One of tlie iSth from Richard Dallam, deputy paymaf-
ter general, at Newiown in Bucks county, Pennfylvania :

One cf the jth from Jonathan Trumbull :

One of the 25th of November from Jofeph Trumbull :

AVd n peiitioii from Faneuil and others, to the aflem-

hly of Mallachufe ts-Bay, and a refolution pailed by the
faid aflenibly in conrequence thereof.

The committee on ilie ftate of the army, brought in a
rpp'>rt, V. hich was taken into conlideration ; w hereupon

Rcjoivnd, That a brigadier-general of artillery be ap-

pointed, and the ballots being taken,

Cf-lonel Heniy Knox was eleJled.

Rejolved, That general Wafliington be impowered to ufe

ever}' endeavour, by giving bounties and otherwife, to

prevail upon the troops, whofe terra of inliftnient will ex-

pire at tlie end of the month, to (lay with the army fo

long after that period, as its fituation fliall render their

l^ay nec9fiary :

That the new levies in Virginia, Maryland, the Dela-
ware Hate, Pennfylvania, and New-Jerfey, be ordered to

march by companies, and parts of companies, as faft as

they fliull be raifed, and join the army under general
' Wafliingron with the utniolt difpatch:

Tbat the foregoing refolution be tranfmittcd by the

prefident to the executive powers of the ftates before men-
tioned, who are requefted to carry it into execution ; to

appoint commifTaries to precede the troops, and procure

provifion for them on their march; and that they be im-

powered to draw money for this purpofe from the nearteft

contijiental paymafter

:

That general Wafliington be impowered to appoint a

commillary of prifoners, and a clothier general for fup-

plying the army ; to fix their falaries, and return their

names to Congrefs

:

That general Wafhington be requefted to fix upon that

fyftem of promotion in the continental army, which in

' his opinion, and that of the general officers with him,

will produce moft general fatisfadtion ; that it be fuggeft-

ed to him, whether a piomotion of field officers in the co-

lonial line, and of captains and fubalterns in the regi-

mental line, would npt be the moft proper :

"
'hat Congrefs approve of general Wafhington's direct-

ing the quartermafier general to provide teams for each

regiment, and for other neceilary purpofes :

That the 2d and ytli Virginia regimentsy with all the

ccnvalefcents iVem the other corps left in that ftare, and
new fit for duty, be ordered to march and join the f^rmy

under general Wafhington, with the utmcfV dispatch, leav-

ing the ajms that they have at prefert with the governor

and council of that iVate, as they will be provided with

, others at the head of elk: Ihat
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That three of the regimenrs upon the new eHrablifh-

mentin North-Carolina, be ordered to march immediate-
ly to join general Wafhington :

That the ftate of Virginia be impo^1^ered to call into

fervice, at the continental expence, three regiments of
militia, or minute rnen^ if fucii a meafure fliail hy that

liate be judged neccflarj :

Tlje unjuli, but determined purpofe of thebririfli conrt

to enflave thefe free ftates, obvious hrough every dekiT

five infinuation to the contrary, having placed things in

fuch a fituation that the very exi/lence of civil liberty new
depends on the right execution of military powers, and
the vigorous decifive conduct of thele being inipollible to

diilant, numei ous and deliberative b( dies :

This Congrefs, having maturely conhdered the prefent

criiis, and having perfect reliance on the wifdcini, vitrour

and uprightaefs of general VVafliington ; do hereby
Rejohs, That general Wafliington Ihall be, aijd Je is

hereby veiled with full, ample, and complete poweis to

raifc and coUedl together in the moft fpeedy and tffecu;al

maaner, from any or nil of thefe United Stater-, fixieen

battalions of infantry in addition to thofe already voted

by Congrefs ; to appoint officers for the faid nattalioTiS
;

to raife, officer, and equip 3000 light horfe ; three ;egi-

ments of artillery, and a corps of engineers ; and to efla-

blifli their pay : to apply to any of the Hates \.,ri fucli aid

of the militia as he fliall judge necellary ; to form fueh
magazines of proviiions, and in fuch places n-s he ftali

think proper ; to difplace and appoiin a 1 ofhcers ijiider

the rank of brigadier general, and to fill up all vacancies

jn every other department in the American armies ; to

take, wherever he nray be, whatever he may want for

the life of the army, if the inhabitants will not fell it, al-

lawing a reafonable price for the fame ; to anei} and con-

fine perfons wJio refufe to rake the continental currciicy,

or are otherwife difaffedted to tl;e American cai'fe ; and
return to the dates, of wiiich they are citizens, "rhci'r

names, and the nature of their OiFences, togetiier v>.ith

the witnelies to prove them :

That the foregoing powers be vei'^ed in general Wash-
ington, for and duiing the term of fix montiis from th«

date hereof, unlefs fooner determin d by Coiigrefs.

Refohedf That the council of fafety of Pennfyivania be
requefted to rake the moft vigorous and fpeedy meafnres
for puijilhing ail fuch as fhall refufe continental currency

;

and that the general be diredled to give ail neceflary a:d

to the council of fafety, for carrving their meafures oa
this fubject into effecftnal execution,

Mr. Hillegas having returned thenames of perfons by him
employed to fuperintend the prefs, and to fgn the bills of
credit, they were agreed to ; andare, Supsiinicji-
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Superintendants of the prefs, Thomas Harrifon, Willi-
am Smithe, and John Merryman, junior:

Signers ofmoney. William Afquith, J«hn Griffith, Her-
cules Courtney, John Cockey, James Kelfo, Richard Cro-
mell, James Colhourn, George Wellh, Theodore Barrell,
Thomas Donnellan, John Boyd, Benjamin Levy, Samuel
Hillegas, and William Govett.

Refolved, That 266.60 dollars be advanced to John
Griffith, for the ufe of the lick foldiers in Baltimore he
to be accountable.

The feveral matters to this day referred being poftponed,
adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow.

S ATURDAY, Decsmbtr 28, 1776.
Refohed, Thar a committee of three be appointed to pre-

pare a circular letter to tlie feveral United States, explain-

ing the reafons which induced Congrefs to enlarge the
powers of general Waihingron, and requelHng them to co-
operate with him, and give him all the aid in their power ?

The members chofeil, Mr. R. H. Lee, Mr. Wilfon and
Mr. Adams.

Rejoived, That the five millions of dollars, which by the
refolution of the 2d of November laft the treafury board
were o dered to prepare and have ready for euiiffion, be
now emitted on the faith of the United States

Re/otved, That the council of fafety of the ffate of M.--

ryland b?, and they are hereby requefted, to furnifh Mr.
John Griffith with fifty blankets for the ufe of the fick fol-

diers in Baltimore, who ftand in immediate need thereof.

Rcfolvsd, 7'liat 400 dollars be advanced to colonel CarviU
Hall, for the ufe of his battali^>n; he to be accountable.

The committee to whom the report of the gentlemen
who were directed to repair to Ticonderoga and the pa-

pers therein mentioned, were referred, brought in a re-!

port, which was taken into confideration ; whereupon
Refohed, That, in the opinion of Congrefs, the northern

army may be fupplied more advantiigeoufly and convenient-

ly; in the prefeiit mode of the commiffary general's govern-
ing himfelf by fucii regiilarious a. have been, and may be,

from time to time, oidained by the general or commander
in chief, than by contradlors ;

Thar the commiiiary general be dh'edled, without fail,

to fupply che noithern army this winter with vegetables
tv ice in evey neek, or more frequently ifpoffible; and
to ake effectual meafures that they be well fupplied wit|i

vinegar:

Thai two large floating batteries be built on»lake Cham-
plain, to cover the bt^oui and the bridge; and that general
Schuyler be defined to conrradl with builders for this pur-
pofe ia Nev" York or Maflachufetts-Bay, or bath, and that

general Schu_>ler provide the materials

:

That



December, 1776. 517

That the committee for fupplying cannon be dire(5led t©

procure ten brafs 6 inch howitzers, with fliells and a pro-

per attrail, for the ufe of the northern army:
That a fort be conflrudied on mount Independence : that

the navigation ot the lake neai that ,Jace be obftru<5lcd bj
cafloons, to be funk in che water ar fmall diitances from
one another, and joined tojrether by llring-pieces, fo as,

at the lame time, to ferve foi a bridge between the forti-

fications on the eaft and weft fide : that to prevent die ene-

my from drawing their fmall craft over land beyond three

mile point into lake George, the palTage of that lake be
alfo obftrudied in like manner by cafloons from ifland to

ifland in the narrows, if pratfticable, or by floating batte-

ries : that fort Scanwix be ftrengthened, and other forti-

, fications be made at prv)per places near the mohawk river;

and that general Schuyler, or the commanding officer of the
northern army, execute thefe works this winter; and that

the commanding officers of artillery, chiefengineer, quar-
termaftergeueral, and com miflary general, provide anc) per-

form whatever things in their reipedlive departments are

Yieceilary or may contribute to the accomplifliment thereof-:

That the general court or council of the ftate of Mafla-

chufetts-Bay be requefted to procure fuch a quantity of oa-

kum, and any other articles, as general Schuyler, who is

dellred to write to them on the fubjed:, fiiall require ; and
to forward the fame to fnch places as he (hall diredl

:

That the board of war be impowered and diredied to

write to Philadelphia for accoutrements and neceflaries to

fupply the fix troops of light horfe ordered from Virginia.

The feveral matters to this day referred being poftponed,

adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrov/ morning.

Sunday, Decemher 29, i775.

Refohed, That the committee appointed to confider the
letter from general Schuyler, dated the loth of December,
be diredled to fend a fuitable perfon or perfons to Mr. Li-

ingfton, owner of ihe foundery in the ftate of New-York,
and to governor Trumbull, under whofe diretftion is the
foundery at Salifbury; alfo to the council oi the ftate of
Maifachufetts-Bay ; to procure fuch cannon and ordnance
ftores as are required by the general in bis faid letter ; they
being immediately necefiTary for the northern department.

Refohed, That to morrow be ailigned for appointing more
general officers.

The feveral matters to this day referred being poft-

poned, adjourned to to o'clock to-murrow.

Monday, Decemher '^o, ifjo.
A letter pf the 21ft from biigadier general Lewis was

read; alfo two letters of the 26th and 27th from Mr. R.
Morris. The
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The cothmlttee appointed to confider the letters from
general Schuyler, relating to the northern army, brought
in a report; whereupon

Rsfolvtd, Thar general Schuyler, or the commanding of-

ficer of the northern army, be direcfted to caiife an elabora-
tory to be erected at fuch place as he fiiall judge moft con-
venient, to fis all the necelTary ammunition for the enfu-
ing campaign.

Refolved, Thz.t fifteen companies, confining of a captain

or overfeer and rhi'ty men each, be engaged upon fuch
terms as general S<-hy.yler ihall think juft and equitable,

for the batfean fervice ; and be cccafionaily employed on
the high '.vays and other works in the quartermafter ge-

Tieral's depa'iTiment 5 and that four companies of carpen-
ters, to co«(t3it of an overfeer and twenty-iive men each,

l»e engaged \u like nianner to attend the northern army.
For the better regulating vi'aggons in the northern army,
Refoivedj That two waggons be allowed to each company

on a march, and one waggon to the colonel, one to the

lientenani colonel and major, one to the ilaff of a regiment,

and one for the particular xife of the director of the hofpi-

tJtl. Each wag^xjn to be drawn by two horfes, (excepj

that for the colonel, which is to be allowed four horfes,)

and fal^jecl; to faeh orders as fliall from time to time be

iifaed by the general or commanding officer.

Rejohredy That it any commiffioned or non-commiflioned
officer fliall employ more carriages than are mentioned in

the foregoing refolation, he (liall not be allowed to make
a public charge of it, bat fhall pay the cuflomary price hifn-

*felf ; and on his rcfufal or negleft fo to do, he fhall be
fnbject to be 6ned by a court-martial in treble the £Qm -,

cne third pan of fuch fine to be for the ufe of the owner
of the waggon or other carriage fo employed, and the other
two thirds to the paymafcer for the public ufe ; the part

s-jsdged to the owner of the carriage Hiall be paid to him
by any quartermafter on the certificate of the prcfident of
ths coiirt-martial, who fhall tranfmit the whole fine to the

paymafter, in order that the fame may be deducT:ed trcm
the pay of the clelinqueiit.

Cojigrcfs being informed that fome of the prifoners have

'broken ont of jdii and made their efcape,

Refolved^ That the committee of obfer-vation for Balti-

more coBnry be requeiled to dire<ft immediate and r\iict

fearcli 'ior the prifoners, who lafl night efcaped from the

jaii in Baldraore town ; and ro offer a revrard for the ap-

prehending and fecuring the faid prifoners: and that the

fiid committee make inquiry into the cor;diict: of the jailer,

or any other perfon fufperfted of permitting or alhiling

their eftape; and that they take fuch mcaiures as they

iliaii think proper to bring the offenders to punifhment.
Rejohid,
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Eefdved, That 200 dollars be paid into the bands of the
committee appointed to confider the letter from general
Schuyler of the roth of December, for the paymenc cf the
esipences of fjme fuitable perfon or perfojis to be lent hy
them to Mr. Livingfton, governor Trumbull, awl the coim-
cil of the Hate oi Mallachufetts-Bay, agreeable to a ref»>-

lution pafled yefterday; the faid committee to be accouiit-

^ble.

The committee appointed to prepares circular letter to

the feveral llates, reported a draught, which v^us read,

amended a7id agreed to;

Ordered, That copies be made, figned \>j the prefident,

and tranfmitted to eacli of che United States. ,

It appearing to Congrefs that it will be extremely difi-

cuk, if not inipracfticable, to fupply the army ofthe United
States with bacon, faked beef, pork, foap, tallow and can-

dles, unlefs the exportation thereof be prohibited ; there-

fore

Refolvedy That none of the faid articles, except fach as

may be necellkry for the crew of any fliip or veS'eJ, be ex-

-ported from any of thefe United States after the 52:h day
of January next, nntiJ the firft day of NtK'embcr siext, or
"until Congrefs Ihall take further order therein. Aisd it is

earneftly recommended to the executive powers rfthe fe-

veral United States to fee that this refolution be ilridtiy

complied with.

Rejolved, That the board of war be impowex^ed to agree
with and employ, as an affiftant clerk, Mr. Noixrfe, late

general Lee's fecretary.

The feveral matters to this day referred being pcliponed,
adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow.

Tuesday, December ^J, 177S.

A letter of the 27Lh from general Wafliingcon, and one
of the 28th from the committee of Congrefs a£ Philadel-

phia, with fundry papers inclofed, were read.

Refolvedy That dod:or Mackenzie be, and he is hereby
authorjfed, to purchafe fuch medicine as is iiiiiner*i:iteij

wanted for the fick foldiers belonging to the ar^^iy of the
United States now in Baltimore, and return an accoonc
thereof to CoHgrefs.

Refolved, That general Smallwood be directed to esert
his utmoll endeavours, and give the neceflary orders '/lid

inftruftions to expedite the railing the levies in the Hate cf
Maryland; and that it be earneilly recomraended to the
legiilature and council of lafecy, the feveral committees ef
obfervagion, the civil, military and miliria o'Hcers of faid

ftate, and every friend of liberty and the United States, to

give general Smallwood cvsvj aia'r-rince iirthcir power.
Rejohed^ That 300 dollars be advanced to.lieutenant cr-

Jonel
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lonel Antil, of colonel Hazeri's battalion, for the ufc of
the faid battalion; and th%t the fame be charged to the
account of colonel Hazen, who is to be accountable.

Refohe^f That the requilition of general Schuyler for a
fupply of 60 tons of cannon powder, and 34 tons of muf-
kct powder, for the ufe of the northern army, be referred
to general Wafhington j ar.d that he be dire^ed to furnifh

that army with fuch quantities of that article as can be rpared.

RgfoiveJf That the board of war be directed to inform
general Wafhington of the quantities ofgunpowderbelong-
ing to the Congrcft on hand in the different parts of Ame-
rica, ds far as may have come to their knowledge.
A memorial from lieutenant colonel Antil was prefented

to Congrefs and read

;

Ordered^ That it be referred to the board of war.
A letter from William Kennon, of North-Carolina, to

general Lee, was read ;

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three :

The members chofen, Mr. Hooper, Mr. Heyward, and
Mr. Harrifon.

Refolved, That any reftridiions heretofore impofed upon
the exportation offtavesand otherlumber, except to Great-
Britain, Ireland, and the britiih iflands, or any place un-
der the dominion of Great-Britain, ceafe.

Refohed, That a letter be written to general Wafliington,

deliring him to order the clothier general to fend agents
into each ftate to buy up linens and other clothing proper
for the foldieryj and that he give limilar orders to the
quartermailer general to purfue the fame mode for procur-

ing a fufficient quantity of tent cloth ; and that they be fe-

verally diretfted to apply to the ftates to afford all neceflary

affiftance therein. And Whereas great expence hath here-

tofore arifen from public agents bidding againfl each other

:

the general is defired to caution the clothier general and
quartermafter general that their agents aforefaid fall not

into the above miftake in time to come.

A memorial from John iVJatthewfou and others was read

;

alfo a letter from Mr. Hughes :

Ordered), That they be referred to the marine committee.

An appeal being lodged againft the judgment of the court

of atuniralty for the (tare of Rhode-lfland and Providence

PJantatioTis, on the libel £fek Hopkins v. Richard Derby :

Ordered, That it be received, that it may be profecuted

before the committee on aj.peals.

The fevcral matters to tiiis day referred being poflponed,

adjourned to 10 o'clock ro-morrow.
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Copper and brafs to be colledled in Virginia, 490
Cook governor, to purchafe a priza. cargo, 429
Cofneau Ifaac, appointed captain of a frigate, 138

Currency continental, depriciators of it noticed, 21.515

D.
Dallam Richard, deputy paymafter general to the

flying camp, 271
Dawfon Samuel, his rank and pay, 268

rDartmouth college fupported, 365
Dayton Elias, appointed colonel, 56

furnifhecl with arms, 63
Decatur Steplien, obtains leave to export produce, 87
Declaration ofCongrefs on fittingout armed veflels, 106.283

DtCLARATION
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Declaration of Independence, 241
Declaration of lord Howe, ordered to be publifiied, 275
Delaplace captain, his cafe confidered, 172
Delaware ftate, difturbances there, 210
Delaware I'iver foitified, 213
Delegates fi'om Connedlicut, 24

from Mallachufetts,
, 45

their credentials, 56
from Maryland, - 273.463

~ from Pennfylvania, 277
from Virginia, 332

— from Delaware ftate, 490
from New-Jerfey, 493
from Georgia, 506

De Haas John, appointed colonel, ' 3 J
De Hurt John, delegate from New-Jerfey, 69
Departments middle and fouthern formed, 77
Deputy's officers to make monthly returns, 20J

Deferters from the pennfylvania battalions, 392
Difcipline in the army recommended, 363
Dod Timothy, loofes his difpatches to Congrefs, 435"

fent to jail, 440
- releafed, 503'

Douglafs commodore, ordered to the Lakes, no
Dubois major, noticed by Congrefs, 227

_ promoted, 230
Duclie reverend Mr. appointed chaplain to Congrefs, 255

his refigtmtion, 421
. .— gives his pay to a charitable ufe, 437

Dunlap James, appointed major, 20
Dugan monfieur, his fervices acknowledged, 76
. and rewarded, 11

1

Durham Lewis, appointed furgeon, 72
Durkee, lieutenant colonel promoted, 305
Dyer Thomas, appointed msjor, 318

E.
Eafton colonel, honoiired by Congrefs, iS

his petition confidered, 15^

- his rank and pay, 294
Eden governor, ordered to be felzed with his papers, 136

Ellery William, efquire, delegate from Rhocie-Ifiai'id, i 71

Eletftion to offices of profit, how conducted, 2or

Engineers affiilant, their pa^', 26.176

Engrollers of necefiaries for the army, how dealt

with, 440. 4 'o

Expr'C'ilVs
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page,
Exprefles befween New-York and Philadelphia, 250
Eppes Francis, efquire, promoted, 95

F.
Fafts general ordered, I 93'503
Fifhbourne Benjamin, appointed paymailer, 596
Field officers feveral appointed lo.60.S5.161

Finney William, appointed deputy qnartermaftey, 111
Flower Benjamin, appointed commiflary of military

ftores 269
Flying camp eftablifhed, 198

. to be commanded as the general fhall diredl, 2or
augmented, 278

Ford Jacob, employed in making gunpowder, 172
Foreigners encouraged to leare the brjtifii fervice, 310.330
Fortney Henry appointed lieutenant, 271
Franks David commiflary for britifli prifoners, 52.180

obtains leave to go to New-York, - 431
Franklin governor made prifoner, 223.228

propofed to be exchanged, 477— this propofal re-confidered, 493
Frazer Alexander and others obtain a fafe condudt for

ihem to Providence, 46^
Frazer Percifer, appointed major, 397
Fruncheflin monfieur, appointed lieutenant colonel, 277
Fry Jofeph, appointed brigadier general, 79

his relignation, 1 44

G.
Gadfden Chriftopher, appointed brigadier general, 355
Gallies, to be built on the delawarc, 134
> in Virginia, 17^
Gamble captain, imprifoned for ill behaviour, 270
Gates Horatio, efquire, appointed major general, 175

to command in Canada, 217
but not to fnpercede general Schuyler, 25Z

Georgia, exertions for its defence, 250
German battalions to be raifed, 190.235

officers appointed, 253.271.274
rank of the officers, 274.390

Gibfon John, efquire, appointed auditor general, 124
his account of difburfements, 424

Gold and filver for the fervice in Canada, 86
Gordon captain, allowed to vifit general Prefcott, 6i

Govet William, clerk in the auditor general's office, 291
Govert monfieur, captain lieutenant in the artillery, 361

Green
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Green John, efquire, appointed major, 95
Crecn John, efquire, appointed major, 3oi»

Green Nathaniel, efquire, appointed major general > 303
Greenway Jofeph, appointed lieutenant in the Dela-

ware, 33

1

Griffin Samuel, appointed deputy adjutant general, 275
Griffith David, appointed cliaplain and furgeon, 281
'^winnet JButton, efquire, delegatefrom Georgia, 178

H.
Halfey lieutenant, his condud: inquired into, 17-343
Halfled John, commiflary for the troops in Canada, 67
Hallock William, captain of the Hornet, 140
Hall Lyman, delegate from Georgia, 178

Haman Ibbetfon, his petition granted, 27
Hancock Ebenezer, deputy paymafter general, 208
Hancock frigate expedited for fea, 419
Hancock and Adams ffiip, her cargo difpofed of, 461
Hand Edward, promoted, 84
Hartley Thomas, appointed lieutenant colonel, 20
Harrifon Benjamin, paymafler to the Virginia troops, 64
Hervey John, appointed indian commiffioner, 168
Hard money imported for the Canada expedition, 177
Harrifon Robert Hanfon, his rank, 201
Hart John, efquire, delegate from Jerfey, 236
Harrifon. Benjamin, efquire, delegate from Virginia, 4^4
Haflet John, appointed colonel, ;o
Hazen captain, his lofles inquired into, 3 3 -So——— appointed colonel, 35

his condutft inquired into, 290
his condudl approved, 14^——— his accounts adjufted, 430. 389

Heath William, efquire, appointed major general, 303
Hepbourn Stacey, refolves on his petition, 89
Helfians encouraged to leave the britifli fervice, 310 330
Hides and tallow to be preferved for public ufe, 475:

Hillegas Michael, efquire, to pay the money figners, 23^
Holland Thomas, appointed lieutenant, 148

Hopkins commodore, to fend a lift of ftores taken at

Providence, i^S
— his conduct inquired into, 163.263

— and others fununoned to anfwer complaints, 212

cenfiired by Congrefs, S'S-SH
Hopkins Stephen, efquire, delegate from Rhode-lfland, 171

Hopkinfon Francis, efqiiire, delegate from New-Jerfey, 236
appointed one of the comniiffioners of the navy 465

Heyward Thomas, elquire, delegate from South- Ca-
rolina, U 3 H7
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liorfes allowed to aids-de-camp travelling, &c. 91

to general officers, , (^z

Horfe, volunteers, allowed forage and rations, 1 76
Hoftages, allowance for their fupport, 129
Hofpital eftablifhed in Virginia, 176.177
Hofpital general, regulations of, 270.405.470
Hofpital Pennfylvania, borrowed for the fick foldiers, 494
Hoofnagel Michael, appointed adjutant, 346
Hudfon's river obftrudied, 18

Howe Robert, efquire, appointed brigadier general, 80
Hugonence John, obtains leave to export^ 87
Hunter James, promoted, 131
.Hughes James, his cafe, 134
Hufton dodlor, his pay (topped, 235
Humpton Richard, his rank and pay, 268
Hubley Bernard, appointed lieutenant, 312

I.

Jenkins William, his refignation, 345
Jewell Robert, appointed keeper of the flate prifon, 276
Indians, goods imported for them, 41
• refolves refpecfling them and t|ieir trade, 42

endeavours to ^civilize them, 49
Indians not to be employed as foldiers without the -

confent of the tribe to which they belong, 86
Indian affairs, refolves refpecfting them, 126
Indian traders to be licenfed, 1^4
Indians, means of fupplying them with neceflaries, 160

treaties to be held with them, i68
Indian deputies attend Congrefs, 192

a fpeech made to them, 206
Indian chief gives a name to the prefident, 207
Indian comniilfioners, their pay, 249
Indian affairs, 318.-351.364
Indian commiflioners, their accounts reported, 493
Indian deputies admitted to Congrefs, 494
• a fpeech made to them, 497
Independence firil moved in Congrefs, 204
' refolved upon, 206.239

declared, 241
Inliftment of apprentices prohibited, 45

of perfons under age, how difcharged, 48
' conditions of, in the eaflern troops, 1 75

for three years or during the war, 456.473
Independent companies to be raifcd, 416
Innes James, appointed major, 308

Inflruciious
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Page.

Inftrucflions to the canada commiffioners, 97
to the commanders of privateers, 119

to the commiffioners of the northern army, 445
to the commiffioners for adjulling the accounts

of the army, 472
Jofiah lieutenant, cruelly treated by the enemy, 299
Journals of Congrefs to berC'printed, 391
Irwine William, appointed colonel, 20

directed to purchafe arms, 66

Juge Mr. permitted to export, 40
Irvine colonel, refolves refpetfling his battalion, 133

K.
Kearney Michael, reimburfed the value of his boat, 126

Kepple and Steinmitz, their memorial rejedled, 4S

Kerinovan monfieur, employed in fortifying the Dela-

w^are, 237
appointed engineer, and his pay afcertained, 268

Kirkland Mofes, makes his efcape, 163

means for re-taking him, 167
Knolton major, promoted, ^o^

Knox Henry, to purchafe copper, 322
appointed brigadier general, 5^4

Kofciufzko Thaddeus, appointed engineer, 423

L.
Labal Ignace, his petition confidered, 1 78

Lamb captain, honoured and promoted, 17

Lands to be given to officers and foldiers iulifting

during the war, 357«36i

not affignable, 365^

re-confidered, 456
Maryland offers money in lieu, 438

offered to deferters from the britifh army, 330
Langdon John, appointed agent of prizes, 230
Lawrence Will, appointed paymafter, 309
Lawfon Robert, appointed lieutenant colonel, 30S

Lead mine in New-York government, 6^
Lee general, reinforced, 5S

to command the troops in Canada, and be fup-

plied by the convention of New-York, 67
Congrefs engage to fupport him, 177
honoured by Congrefs, 276
attends Congrefs, 401
money advanced him, 403
his treatment as a prifoner inquired into, and

money fent for his ufe, 507
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Page.
Letters of g^nvernor Franklin and C. Skinner intercepted, 16
,
-,_ n^ and from fokliers in adiuai fervice franked, 1

7

to generals free of poftage, 141
..-„ uot lis be iiopped, except, &:c. 138

..^„™_ from lord Horte to the governors publiflied, 27j:— ' of the boaiil of war, pell fj-ee, 348.

..^___ to Cojigrefs loll by the exprefs,
4;:;

5

Lewis Andrew, efquue, appointed b;igadier general, 80
Liviiigdon William, deleg^^re from Nev^-Jerfty, 69
Livingfton Ab. liis refij^naion, 167
Livi: 'gH on deputy commifiary, his refignation, 355
Linkinfdorf Lewis, appointed a(''jiuant, 902
_Loaii -office ontinental eftablilhed, 398

cerLSfi-Lires, penalty on counterfeiting, 401
• certiiicatef;, their denominations, 465
'Lottery continental, refolvcd on, 441

fchemeofit, ~ •

465;

pay of the managers, 469—— managers appoi.iied, 472—— Hiode of drawing, 486
farther regulation:* of,

'

487
Lowrj. I'homas, diredtcd to fend pork to Canada, 142
Lovell James, his fufferings and fplrited conducft, 1

1

ordered to be exchanged, 2S4
Lndwig Ciifales, appointed fm-geon, 464
Lynch Thomas^ efquire, delegate from South-Carolina, 147

M.
Macpherfon John, appointed major, 18

Macdonnough Thomas, promoted, 104
Macknighr James, his prize, how to be difpofed of, 121

— iiis cale conlidered, i8^.i8d

Macmnrray AVilHam, appointed lieutenatit, 271.345
Macdougal Alexander, appointed brigadier general, yoi
Macintoih Lachian, briga^iIe^ general, 356
Macumber enlign, his acquittal by a court-martial in-

quired into, 594
Macdonald Mr. to be exchanged for a brigadier gene-

ral only,
_

394
LIuckenzie doctor, ordered to purchafe medicines, 519
Magaw Robert, appointed colonel, 6

Magazines of proviiions, &c. ellablifhed, 508.512
Marine coraHiittee to have the dirertioa of the fleer, 39
• to purchafe an armed veflel, 91

to parch^.fe the fhip Molly, in
• to fit out two armed cutters, 118
,—^~ to build fivo gall ies, 134
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riecommend officers for the fliips of war, 203.214
. recommend officers of marines, 230

to purchafe the brig Catharine, 232
to order the cruifes of the vefl^ls of war, 297
to purchafe naval (lores and report plans of fhips

to increafe the navy,
'

- 326
to import as much fait as poffible,

'

3o5«

to negociate the diftribution of pi-izes, 420
to diredl the defence of the river Delaware, 460.461
return money advanced them, 501

. . to employ cruizers off the capes, to give notice

to inward bound veifels, 505
Marines, their rank and privileges, 438
Manly William, appointed captain of a frigate, 138
Martler's rock, fortifications there, ^4
Marmajou monfieur, permitted to export, 78

Marffiall Thomas, appointed lieutenant colonel, 308
IMaryland offers money in lieu of land to foldiers, &:c. 43S

Maryland militia to have rations in lieu of milenge,

with fundry refolves refpec'ting them, 492.494
Mac Henry dodior, honoured by Congrefs, 32S

Maflenback monlieur, appointed engineer, 113

Maflachui'etts-Bay, troops to be railed there, 173
. offering larger bounties than tliofe propofed
by Congrefs, difapproved, 456

Matthews captain, his draft on the treafury of Virgi-

nia, 24
Mattrolfes raifed for the canada expedition, 3:;

Maxwell colonel, fupplied with military {lores, 34. 46.63

. .. urged to compleat his battalion, 38
_ appointed brigadier general, 429
Meafam George, his pay, 334
, appointed commiliary of cloathing, 4 18

Meafe James, commiliary to the pennfjlvania batta-

lions, 39
i.- I to furnifh the barracks with necefTaries, 59
— tirged to exert himfelf in providing for the

army, 480
— to fettle with the maryland militia, 493

to fettle with colonel Hay's bat'alion, 499
Medal, a gold one ordered in honour ofgeneral Wafh-

ington, -
' 109

Melchior Ifaac, infults the prefident of Congrefs, 84— makes conceffions, 85
IMetcer Hugh, efquire, appointed brigadier general, 202
Meafe James, to purchafe goods from H. Levy, ^gi
--—— this refolve re-con fidered,

^
49S

Mi Hi in
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Mifflin Thomas, efquire, appointed brigadier general, 17^
-— to refume the office of qtiarterniafter general, 395

__ . diredted to remain at Philadelphia, 475^

fent through the counties to rouze the people, 50*
Mifflin John, appointed regimental paymafter, 341
Middleton Arthur, efquire, delegate from South-Caro-

lina, 147
Mileage allowed to foldiers travelling, 415
Militia at the fort on Hudfon's river difcharged, 17
^. of New-Jerfey, New-York and Connedlicut

difcharged, 1 29. 1 30

to reinforce the troops in Canada and New-
York, 197.198
in fervice, regularly paid and victualled, 201

, officers allowed rations on their march, 31^4

how to be paid cfF, 386
reinforcing general Wafhington, how paid, 509
money advanced on their account, how certified, 510
of Virginia encouraged, 513

Military ftores in Philadelphia left in general Put-

nam's charge, 505
Money advanced to the paymafter general, i7.45.i;2.j'3.96

166.223.291.322.333.349.412
= to Willing and Morris, , 26
. to Thomas Lowrey, 19.63.105.142.457
. to South Carolina, 30.226.484

to Pennf^lvania, 21.32.102.235.237.326.393.464

474.496. 504.511

to Delaware ftate, 36.59.104.304

to colonel Hazen, 37.430.432
-. to coloiiel AntJl, 37.491. 502. 519
, to Jam^s Meafe, 42.52. jg.66. 78.88. 95.1 1 1.120.132.

1 56. 189. 2 52.26 2. 292. 299. 3 1 2. 3 2 5. 3 39. 3 50- 395 -43 5'

471.491. 496.499. 508.
. to North-Carolina, , 39.423.469
to tbecommiffionersforindianaffairs, 40.160.364.489

, . to MaHachufetts-Bay, 43.184.192.475
to the marine committee, 45.52.331.505

,—__ to Virginia, 47.6l.1c9.149.r90.277.427

to the ftatesraifing recruits for the canada
expediiion, 33-34

— to the committee of Trenton. 38
_ to New-York, 55.68.124.12,5.351

to colonel Bull, 59— to Samuel Fairlamh, 61.90. TI2.I44— to Nev/-Jei &y, 4-^38.63— to Carpenter Whc.rton, 75.129.206.269.499
' ' " to
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to Maryland, 76.235.2^4.260.3! 7.523.355.478
to the commiffioiiers for purchafing muikets, &c. 86
to Connetfticut, S4.130.184.216.505
to thecommiffionersforpurchalingiiioes, ,^:c. 88.146
to general Schuyler, 96.145
to colonel Magaw, 1^,2

to Mr. Charles Stewart, lo-'

to Baron Woedtke, iqa
to monfieur Regonville, . 33
to Mr. Cole, in fpecie, Jc6
to the Canada conimiflioners, leg
to Mr. Walker, 108
to William Barrel], in
to Jeremiah Dugan, Hi
to captain Arundel, 113.114
to captain Romans,

^ 114
to monlleur Belletre, T16
to meffieurs Price and Haywood, 117.304
to monfieur la Fontaine, 12 r

to monfieur St. Aulaire, 12 r

to colonel Price, 131. 156.137.507
to Robert Morris, efquire, 146
to Jonathan Trumbull, 146.294.313.359.418.423.4^1

476.482.512
— to Ephraim Blaine,

.. 148.197.274.432
— to colonel Eafton, 151.295
— to Mr. Edy, 152.

— to Mr. George Evans, 155.2^2.254
— to colonel Haflet, 157.303
— to colonel Hand, 158.208
— to Mr. Giafbn, 161
— to the cannon committee, 173.562.452.497
— to New-Hampfliire, 185.300
— to general Miiilin, 195,511
— to Ebenezer Hancock, 208.314
— to James Grier, 211
— to Charles Thomfon, efquire, 213
— to captain Matthew Smith, 328
— on account of Benjamin Hanifon, 238
— to John Walker, elquire, 249.557
— to Georgia, 2 5 3. 302. 5 3 1. 44 1.502
— to colonel Stevenfon, 254
— to the fecrer committee, 254— to Clement Biddle, with inflru^fticns, 264
— to David Franks, 274.34''
— to James Wii4bn, efqulie, >2?7

— to colonel lA'C'd\j, 278.351
- to
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to in eflieurs Hughes, '279.394———
' to captain Robert Johnfoii, 283
to docftor William Shippen, 287
to Richard Dallam, 291. 333.345'4i8. 423.451-476

479.504.

to Ludwjck Kercher, 294.309
to rhaddeus Sturges, 295
to Francis Lewis, efquire, 297
to the committee of Lancafter, 299.339.400
to Jonathan Meredith, 300

.,- to meflieurs Simon and Campbell, 309
to the auditor general, 312
to J«khn David Whelper, 314

. to Abiel Leonard, 314
to commiflioners foi* fettling the northern ac-

counts, 319
to Alexander Todd, and to Mark Bird, 323
to Mr. Philip Schuyler, 326
to the medical committee, 331
to Rhode-lflaud, ' 339
to George Morgan, efq^uire, 344
to Zebulon Butler, 550.439

to Robert Erwine, 361.415.479.486
- I. I. on account of general Arnold, 362
. - to Eleazer Wheelock, 365

to the quartennafter general, 396
.^ to general Lee, 402.448

to Sion Martindale, 410
_ to comniiflioners for building wharfs, &c. 431.433
. -=• to Richard Peters, efquire, 43l'4^^4

to colonel Bnckner, 435
to color ?1 Scott, . 437

. to colonel HaufTeger, 437'459'47?*499
to meflieurs Evans and Stretch 437

___—— to colonel Lav;fon, 448
~- to captains Holland, Harris, and Smith, 450

»„j—— to captain Long, 473
_. to colonel Whitelj, 482

to colonel Lambert Cadwallader, 483.4S9
.i to colonel Penrofe, 483

to captain Doyle, 489
— to Robert Jewell, 489
. to colonel Symmes, 491
... to Gunning Bedford, 49

>

~.—— to m?jor Ottendorf, 499
..

— to Mr. Goveit,
^

50°
— to Robert Patton, .

' 502
--.. to
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» — to captain Nelfon, 44
_, l-^- to dodlor Way, and to Mr. Sproat, 504
.;_ to John Boyd, and to colonel Richardfon, 509
» to James Novjrfe, 51^— to Mr. John Griffith, '516
.-. to colonel Hall, 516
-.,-£ to commiffioners for employing Salifbury works, 5 19

Money ftruck for exchanging ragged bills, 11

new emiffions of 66. 16 4.308
. denominations of the bills, "^liS^'

figners appointed, 87.516

Monopolizers noticed, 440.479
Montgomery general, killed at Quebec, 28
•

1
1

'— Congrefs order a funeral oration on him, 55
——— a monument ordered for him, 38
Montgomery John, appointed Indian commiffiofier, 247
Montgomery captain with his crew, form an artillery

company, 489
Montgomery fort garrifoned, 383
MoDre James, efquire, brigadier general, 80

Morgan John, appointed firll: lieutenant, 2 3

Morgan George, efquire, agent for indian affair*, ]27
- diredled to purchafe goods at Pittfburg, 167

to draw on the indian commiffioners, 1 75
Morgan dodlor, and dodtor Stringer, their depart-

ments afcertained, 320
his department farther afcertained, '483

Morris Robert, efquire, to purchafe bills of exchange, 13^
makes report, 146
to borrow money for the marinje department, 50>

Moultrie William, honoured by Congrefs, 276
' appointed, brigadier general, 356
Moylan Stephen, efquire, appointed quartermafter

general,. 201
*

his refignation, 395
Moyle Jacob, quartermafter, and Eberheart Michael
paymafter to the gerniau battalion, 437

N.
Naval ftores, how to be exported from Carolina, 60
Naval committee, account of their expenditures, 363
Navy Board firft eltabliflied, * 44>{

falary of the commiffioners, 450
Naval officers, their raiik and pay, 462
Navy augmented, 473
New-York delegates receive new ijiftrucflions, 2
New- York, meafures for its deFencp, '9.9193

X 2 — accedes
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«-. accedes to the declaration of independence, 265
not to be damaged by general Wa{liington*^s

troops, 341
. exertions for its defence, 341

to raife another battalion, 487
New-Jerfey, troops provided for and money adyanced, 3.4
^ minute men, their pay, 113
Negroes free, may inlift, but no others, 26
New-Hampfliire, troops to be raifed there, 173
Nicholfon colonel, his condudl inquired into, 293
Nixon John, appointed brigadier general, 303
Nixon John, efquire, appointed commiflioner of the

navy,
^

^
457

North-Carolina, field-ofHcers commiffioned, i

. vacancies to be filled by the convention, 2
^ and Georgia to fend committees to Gharlef-

town, to confer on means of defence, 2
additional battalions raifed, field pieces, pow-
der and medicine fent there, and their field

officers appointed, IIO.161
— rangers on continental eftahlifhment, 293
- to diaw on tiie prefident, 32»

to embody their militia, 464
Northern army, mode of fupplying it, 516

refolves relpe(fling it, X4'SI7

o.
Oath of allegiance, 426
Officers, to be accountable for wafle of ftores, 1

5

in the 2d Canadian regiment, how appointed, 3^'

•^ of the Jerfey battalions, allowed a bounty on
recruits, 50
having ferved in Canada, to be preferred, 68
in the New-York battalions, refolve refpeding
them, 90
departing from orders, to be called to account, 163

——— to make monthly returns to the commander in

chief, 1 66
—— in the commiflary general's department, their

pay and rations 187- - appointed to 13 fhips of war, 203
to the pennfylvania battalion in Canada, 21 1.2 14

-' having ferved in Canada, provided for and
their condutfl inquired into, 227.248
to colonel Dubois's battalion, 231
to the Virginia rifle company, and colonel Ste-

•venfon's battalion, 254-260.34f.359
to
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m- to the pennfj'lvania battalion, 278.34.8

to the fiiip Rawleigh, 280
-—— naval^ feveral appointed, * 307.327

to the Rhode-Ifland battalions, 346
. feveral appointments in the army, 30.34.105.352—— to the Weftmoreland troops, 355—— to colonel Warner's battalion, 356
- not to hold two commiffions at once, 361. 363. 41

4

... I . French, feveral appointed, 363
. to colonel Hand^s, colonel Ward's, and other

regiments, 389
engaging during the war, their pay, 402
in adlual fervice, to be preferred in the new
eftablifhment, 4c?

. non-commiiEoned and foldiers engaging during

the war, to have annually a fuit of cloaths, 404——, appointed and promoted in the Virginia batta-

lions, 408
not to be allowed for arms loft or taken, 414
lick or difabled, how admitted into the hofpitals, 470
to colonel Hazen's regiment, 501

engaging during the war, when their pay Ihall

commence, 509
Ogden Matthias, promoted, - ' 84
O'Hara James, promoted, 101

Ottendorf Mynheer, appointed brevet captzw, 452
.. — promoted and diretfled to raife an independant

conipany, 495

P.

Painter major, complaints againft him, 355
Palfrey William, efi^^uire, appointed paymaster gene-

ral, 152

his rank, 254
Parole, form of one to be figned by prifoners, 54
Parfons Samuel HoJden, efquire, brigadiei^ general, 305
Patterfon John, appointed adjutant, i

Patterfbn Samuel, efquire, fupplies Congrefs with

gold and lilver, 34
Pay of officers and foldiers to be made in perfon, j 8

Paymafter general at Cambridge to draw bills on Con-

grefs, 2^

Pay of the Maryland trooj)S going to Accaraack, 1 10

of troops in the middle department, 205
Paymafter regimental, his pay and rank, 268.40^7

Faymafter general to niake weekly returns to Con-

grefs^ 297
Pay-rolls,
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Paj-rolls, how to be made out, 586.415
Peace, propofals of lo be made to Congrefa only, 343
Feirce Timothy, to be profecuted, 459
Pellifer Chnllian, appointed engineer, 288
Penufvlvania., to call out her affbciators, 478
- ,^.^^ ordered to join general Wafhington, 491
Pa ir: monfieur, aid-de-camp to general Wafhington,

by bevet, 412
Pecers Richard, efquire, fecretary to the board of war, 2H
Philadelphia aflbciators honoured by Congrefs, 64
Phielps Noah, his petition confidered, 148
plunder, not allowed in the continental army, 67
Paft, not to be (lopped except, &c. 138
Poftmafters exempt from militaiy duty, 252
Poftriders exempt from military duty, 301

PqII oiiice regulated, 336
Poftriders and expre0es eftablifhed, 446
Poftmafter's deputy at camp, allowed rations, 446
Potts Jonathan, furgeon in the Canada department, 2,63

Powder arrived at Eg';r-Harbour, 12
-—;— imported and difpofed of, 57——. manufacfture of, promoted, 58

fent to New-Jerfey, Virginia, and Canada, 63.64
fent to general Wafhington, 70
infped;orsi appointed, and regulations concern-
ing if> 333-339

— fent to general Gates., - 355
Prentice major, promoted, • 305
Prefcot general, clofe confined, 3

and captain Chafe fenj tp Philadelphia, 35
—— examined, 3p

committed to jail, 43
phyficians to inquire into the^flate of his health, 44
allowed a fervant and phyfician, 47
removed to private lodgings, 5o
his baggage plundered, , 290

Prefident of Congrefs to iflue blank conimiffions^ - 33
allowed a private fecretary, 3 5'

to employ exprefles, 488
Prefton major, admitted to give parole, 1.9

Price Mr. thanked for his fervices to general Montgo-
mery, ' 18

appointed deputy commiflary general of ftores, uz
Price and Haywood, to draw bills on the prelident, 143
'- their accounts fettled, 304.308
Prifoners at Trenton, refolves concerning them, 23
—— at EfoDuS; ftipplied with neceflaries^, 40

noc



INDEX TO Vol. 'II,

'

xxi
Page.

not to be inlifted, 46
an account of them ordered to be taken, 48-
taken by colonel Heard, and refolves concerning
them, 52.77

._w-> in Canada, meafures taken for their releafe, 86—— regulations of,
'

101. 125. 131. 1 79
attempt an efcape,

"

112
exchanged, 167

—_ not exchangeable but by authority of Congrefs, 219

taken on board merchantmen not be exchanged
for thofe taken in fhips of war,

_,— a confpiracy for relealing them,
., mode of exchange,

taken at fea may be inlifted,

in Canada, fupplied with neceflaries,

at Carlifle, complain of ill ufage,

. allowance increafed,

indulged and fupplied with neceflaries,

1 removed from Philadelphia,

from North-Carolina and Philadelphia taken

care of,

efcape from Baltimore,
Privateers, firft refolves concerning them,
•— .r^ form of their commiffions,
—-— refolves and inftrudtions.

Prize money, diflribution of,

Produce to be exported for arms, &c.

Promotions to be made by Ccngrefs only,

Provifions lodged at Albany,

Puplopen's Hill fortified,

Putnam Rufus, appointed engineer,

Putnam general, to command in the defence of Phila-

delphia, 50J

Qiiartermafter general to make weekly return^, 2<^^

Ouartermafters not to prefs horfes, ike. but in cafes

of neceffity, 407
Quebec, an unfuccefsful attempt againfl: it, 28

an account of the expedition to be publiflied, :6

Qiieen's county, in New-York>, refufes to join in the
aifociation, 7

— ordered to be difarmed, 8
^< names of the principal mal-contentJ, 9
-
"_

:

—- an expedition there direcled, 20

R.

^
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Randolph Edmund, deputy muftermafter general, no

his refignation, 150
Rankof officers appointed on the fame day, determined, 9
Rank and pay of naval officers, 462
Rawk of the deputy muftermafter general in the nor-

thern department, 450
Rangers of Carolina put on the eftablifhment, 283

their rank, 356
Rations, their value afcertained, 361

allowance to officers, 424
. of the Virginia troops, bow afcertained, 509
Recruiting officers, inftrud;ions and allowance

to them, 28. 165. 29!
Read Jofeph, efquire, adjutant general, 2or

Read James, brigadier general, 303
Reade Ifaac, colonel, 307
Regulatioiis in the army, 295;

in the northern army, 484.ji6.517

Richmond county fend deputies to the convention of
New.York, .58

Ricknian William, director ofthe hofpital in Virginia, I77
Rifles to be purchafed in Virginia, I 7^
Rifle battalion raifed in Virginia, 1 77
Rifle companies raifed in New-York, 234
Road from Newbury into Canada to be opened, 166

Roche de Fermoy appointed brigadier general, 447
Ritzema Rudolphus, appointed colonel, IH
Romans Bernard, his petition confidered, ,

6r

Romand de Lifle, major of artillery, 45!^

Rofs George, promoted, 10

r

Rofs Alexander, to be feized with his papers, 136

brought to Philadelphia, 15^

releafed, 168

Rofs James, his petition confidered, 386

Xutledge John and Edward, efquires, delegates from
South-Carolina, 147

_ ,
s.

Sanfom, Murray & Co. their memorial confidered, 57
Salt-petre, the manufatflure of it recommended, 23,74

Salt, the price of it limited, 194
'-• the limitation taken off, 5 00

Salted provifions, &c. not to be exported, 5 19
Schuyler general, refolves lefpec'ting the northern

army in confequenrc of his letter to Congrefs, 14——• tQ
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_ to audit general Montgomery's accounts, 252
.. inftrudled and invefted with new powers, 1

7

his proceedings againft the tories in Tryon
county approved, 48

. to nominate officers for the New-York regiment, 49
- - his appointments and advance of bounty

approved, 49
I to command the troops in New-Yorkgo-

vernment, 67— ftationed at Albany, 85
difcontents in his army, a78

. his reiignation not accepted, 397
. to arrange colonel Elmore's regiment—to pro-

vide for officers having fervcd in Canada

—

obtains leave to attend Congrefs—to make
prefents of cloathing to the Indians, 450

inftrudlions to him, 182.188

to diftribute the (lores, &c. taken on the

Sorrel, agreeable to general Montgomery's
promife, 290.447

Scott Charles, appointed colonel, 307
Scull Peter, promoted, 10^

Seal of the United States, a device laid before Congrefs, 521

Seamen encouraged to inliftin the feoice of S.Carolina, 29

a bounty on their importation,
'

138

Secret committee, to man and arm veffels importing
public llores, 1 38

—— to lay their proceedings before Congrefs, 167
, , .. . they comply with this order, i jcy

to deliver all arms, &c. to the board of war, 592
to fit out veflels to cruife in the britifh channel, 390— to diredb the deftination of continental cruifers, 4T0

report the arrival of feveral cargoe^, 417.423.42S

to provide equipage for the horfe, 485

Sellock Simeon, his petition confidered, r

Serjeant Jonathan D. efquire, delegate fi-om New-Jerfey, 69
Serjeant major, quartermafter general, &c. how to be

appointed, 26 7

Servants not to inlilV without eonfent of their mailers, 24

Shee John, efquire, appointed colonel, (>

his battalion furniflied with arms, - 186

his refignation, 39^
Sheldon Eliflia, to command a regiment of cavalry, 505

Shephard William, promoted, 39?
Shipwrights ordered for Ticonderoga, '4

this refolve re-confidered, 4^

Shippen William, appointedcaptainof an armed veiTel, 104
Shipper
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Shippen William, appointed phyfician to the flying

camp, 267
Ships of war named and officered, 203
Shipwrights fent to lake Chaniplain, their pay, &c. 240
Ships of war to be honoured by private veffels, 436
Sick foldiers provided for, 474
Skinner Cortland, to be exanuned and confined, 16

Smith dodior, to deliver an oration oh general Mont-
gomery, 55

Smith do(ftor John, examined and confined, i^

Smith Richard, efquire, delegate from New-Jerfey, 6^
Smith Jonathan Bayard, efqiiirt', deputy niuitermafter

general, i54
his refignatlon,

*

392
Sm.ith William, appointed druggiil, 320
Small wood William, appointed brigadier geheral, 429
Soldiers going to Canada, their wives to receive part

of their pay, 36
not to be arrefted for fmall debts, 45
or failors difabled to be on half pay, 327

-^ encouraged to inlift during the war, 358.404
^ difabled, not to be difcharged without a certi-

ficate of difability, 395
drafted for the quartermafter's ufe, their pay, 396

Southern ftates,^ meafures for their defence, 109
South-Carolina, refolves concerning the troops there, 22

1

Spencer Jofeph, appointed major general, 303
Spottfwood Alexander, appointed lieutenant colonel, 308
Spies, refolves concerning them, 229.322
St. Clair Arthur, efquire, appointed colonel, 6
. • his battalion ordered to Canada, 65

appointed brigadier general, 303
St. Martin monfieur, appointed engineer, 281
St. Aulair monfieur, to raife a company in Canada, 103
Sradler John, appointed engineer, 115
Sterling lord, commended for taking an enemy's fliip, 43

appointed brigadier general, 80
exchanged, 342

Stephen Adam, appointed brigadier general, -342

States to furnifh their quota of troops, 357
urged to a full reprefentation in Congrefs, 395

- to make legal provifion for fupplying the quar-

tern! after general at reafonable rates, 3t^6

- urged to import military ftores, 433
negledling to fend commiffioners to camp, ge-

neral Wafhington to appoint officers for them, 443
'

'

'"-' Southem, to lay up military itores, 471
I urged
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- urged to compleat their levies, 471
--— their claims to lands, or proportion of ex-

pences, not determined by previous refolves, 477
Stevs^art Major, promoted, 471
Stores removed from Philadelphia, 49^
Sutlers to the army in Canada, regulated, 5 1

encouraged, 68
Surgeons, refolves concerning them, 11^.270— to the Virginia battalion, how appointed, j6o

' regimental, 201
. m the army and navy to be examined, 394

regimental, to be under controul of the di-

retfiors, '

394
Sullivan John, appointed major general, 303
~ delivers a verbal meflage from general How^e,

- ' exchanged, 342
Suger Frederick, appointed quartermafter, 349
Supplies voted for the army, 396

T.
Taylor John, efqijire, appointed judge advocatfj, 160

Tea, refolves concerning the faleof it, 132

Temple Harriot, her petition confidered, 332
Tents provided for the ai'my, 44.342

• Thomfon William, efquire, appointed brigadier general. So

Thomas general, promoted, 83
Thomfon colonel, honoured by Congrefs, 27^

Thiftle fchooner, her condemnation reverfed, 390
Thornton Matthew, efquire, delegate from New-

Hampihire, 4+2
Ticonderoga fort repaired, 39

— exertions for its^ defence, 511.516

Tiley lieutenant, ordered to be exchanged, 2t

Tories to be difarmed, 91

not to be molefted without legal procefs, 223

from New-Jerfey, difpofed of, 494-5°*—— fome difcharged on figning a declaration, 504

"Trade, regulations of, 122

•- • communicated to foreign nations, 1 3^

> reftridlions on it taken off, i5?

Treafury board, their powers, ^4.414

Travelling charges allowed the -deputy commilTaries

in Virginia,
*" 4^4

Troops not armed'to be difmiHed, ioz

• . raifed for the defence of the frontiers of Penn- "

fylvania, "2;

Y 3
oiTiceis
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—. officers appointed, 326
from Maryland, taken into continental pay, 325
returning from fervice to reftore their arms. 355

. -— to be trained and exercifed, 363
Trumbull Jonathan, to render account, &c. 295

' allowed to draw bills on the prefident, ajo
— to import provifions from the fouthern flates, 512

Tudor William, his rank, 305
Tuthill Barnabas, appointed major, 158
Tyler lieutenant colonel, promotedj, 395

u,
VefTels loaded for Great-Britain, not to fail, 76

this rellricT:ion taken off, 8i

Veflels left at Bofton by the enemy, how difpofed of, I SS
Virginia battalions, when their pay commences, 60
- convention nominate field officers, - 60

. to collec!x hard money, 124
troops fupplied with necefTaries, 142

United States, fublHtuted for United Coio?iies-j, 349
Vernionet monficur, major by brevet, 361

w.
Walpack, &c. committees, their petition confidered, 131;

Walker Charles, his cafe confidered, 204263
Walton George, efquire, delegate from Georgia, 505
Ward Mr. his fmieral attended by Congrefs, no
Ward general, his refignation, 144
. his pay continued after refignation, 449
Warren James, his refignation, 142
Washington general, honoured by Congrefs, ' loS

to fend 4 battalions into Canada, lio

his attendance on Congrefs requefted, 1 75
allowed an afiiflant clerk, 184
to build fire rafts, &c. for defence of Nejv-York, 195
to employ the flockbridge Indians, 294

' refufes a letter from lord Howe improperly ad-
dreffed, 270

_ to order the difpofition of the armies, 281

to appoint officers for fuch ftates as negledl to

fend commiffioners for that purpofe, 443
•—— exertions to reinforce him, 476.514

iu%efted with extraordinary powers, 5' 5'

Wayne Anthony, efquire, appointed colonel, 6
p ordered to New-York, 70
Webb William; clerk to the auditor genera?, '57

Weeden
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Weeden George, efquire, appointed colonel, 307
Weibert monfieur, his rank and pay, gii

Weftcoat Joel, promoted, 131
Wharton Carpenter, to fupply the militia, 250
Wharton John, efqvure, appointed comniiffioner of

the navy, 4^7
Whipple William, efquire, delegate from New-Hamp-

fliire, 79
Whipple Abraham, promoted, 406
White reverend Mr. appointed chaplain to Congrefs, 509
White Anthony Walton, lieutenant colonel, 57
White Eyes captain, a fpeech to him, 127
Whitcomb John, efquire, appointed brigadier general, 20a
Winds William, efquire, promoted, 84
Weibert monfieur, taken into continental fervice, 231
Witherfpoon dotftor John, delegate from New-Jerfey, 236
Woedtke baron, appointed brigadier general, 94.

Wolvercon captain and his company employed, 96
Wood Jofeph, efquire, appointed lieutenant colonel, 288
Woofter general, acquitted by Congrefs, 316

Wyoming, harmony recommended to the fettlers

there, 135

Y.
Yates Robert, appointed fecretary for indian affairs, 123

Yates Jafper, commiffioner for indian affairs, 247
Yates John, appointed regimental paymafter, 302
Yoiing James, efquire, his petition refped;ing his fon, 105

End of Index to Volume IL
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