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Memorandum Minutes of the Commission of Fine Arts Meeting
Held in Washington, D. C. Z3 May 1957

9:30 a. m.

The Commission met, pursuant to call, at 9;30 o'clock with the following
members present:

David E. Finley, Chairman
Felix de Weldon
Mrs. Emily Muir
Elbert Peets
William G. Perry

Linton R. Wilson, Secretary
Susan E. Bennett, Admn. Asst.
Gilbert Halasz, Stenotypist

I. Administration
1. Minutes

The Ghairman reported that the minutes of previous meetings will

be circulated as soon as they are ready.

2 . Date of next meeting
27 June 1957

3. Appointment of Mr. Henry H. Saylor as a member of the

Old Georgetown Board of Architectural Gonsultants
The Secretary reported that Mr. Henry H. Saylor had accepted the

appointment as a member of the Old Georgetown Board of Architectural
Consultants replacing Mr. Louis A. Simon whose term of office has expired.

4. Confirmation of appointments to Shipstead-Luce Panel
The Secretary reported that Mr. Waldron Faulkner, Mr. Louis A.

Simon, and Mr. Earl Gauger had accepted appointment to the Shipstead-Luce
Panel of architects and their appointments were confirmed by the members
of the Commission.

5 . Need for period of advance study of building plans by members
The members expressed great concern over the fact that there was

so little opportunity to consider a proposed design for a building or monu-
ment except in the presence of the architects making the design and the

members of the commission or organization sponsoring the project. It was
believed that if the design could be submitted in advance so that the members
might study and discuss it freely among themselves, they would then be in a

position to give more competent criticism. The basic problem was discussed
at length but no conclusion being reached, the matter was held over for
future consideration.





II. Submis sions
I . Commissioners of the District of Columbia
a . Department of Licenses and Inspection

1. Six building applications, under the Shipstead-Luce Act, were
held for study by the Panel of Architects. Exhibit A.

2, The actions of the Georgetown Board of Architectural Consultants
on the applications listed on Appendix 2 were confirmed. Exhibit B„

Mr. Walter Macomber and Mr. Henry Saylor, members of the

Georgetown Board of Architectural Consultants, appeared before the Com-
mission to discuss the design of a proposed Boys Dormitory at Georgetown
University. Mr. Macomber presented drawings and explained that the asso-
ciation providing the money to build the dormitory had specified that the

design of the building must be kept simple. The question of material was
discussed fully and all the members agreed that the most suitable material
would be red brick so that the new building would harmonize with adjacent
existing buildings.

b. Highway Department
1. Policy Statement re Design of the Inner Loop by Brig. Gen.
Thomas A. Lane, Engineer Commissioner for the District of

C olumbia
The members requested the Secretary to make the following

statement of the Engineer Commissioner a part of the record of the Com-
mis sion:

" August 21, 1956

Memorandum to the Director, Department of Highways
Subject: Design of the Inner Loop

"Planning of the inner loop introduced new and serious
problems of highway design for your Department. This
project, in addition to the planned beneficial effect on high-
way traffic, will have a major impact upon the entire develop-
ment of downtown Washington. It is important that the design
be right.

"In bringing these highway structures into the heart of

Washington we have a responsibility to achieve maximum har-
mony with surrounding property and land uses and to make wise
provision for the long-range requirements of the City. The
highway program must recognize its obligation to avoid damage to

other community programs which will be affected by the highway
construction.

"The alignment and grade of the design must take into

consideration the effect which the required structures will have
on surrounding property. Where the highway is elevated and
economic community utilization of the space below it is practi-

cable, the design should facilitate such use. The design should
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should be clean in avoiding the creation of dead space
which will create future problems of police and sanitation.

Structural spans over streets and other ways must be

ample to permit future growth, so that you will not be

creating the kind of obstacle which you have encountered
in some of our railroad underpasses which were built

years ago. Features of design which will permit a better

public use of available space or avoid the creation of po-
tential community eyesores are in the public interest and
should be included in basic highway design.

"It is not practicable to anticipate at this time all of the

design problems which you will encounter. It is important
that these problems as they arise be approached with a full

recognition of the community interest.

/ s / T . A . Lane
Brigadier General, U.S.Army

Engineer Commissioner"

Z . Anacostia Freeway Bridge at Portland Street
Mr. Tormey presented and explained the drawings for the

Anacostia Freeway Bridge at Portland Street. After a discussion of the

design and materials, the members voted to approve the design in general.

3 . Anacostia Overpass at Pennsylvania Avenue
The architect, Mr. Tormey, presented a resubmission of the

design for the bridge over Pennsylvania Avenue, S.E. explaining that the

width of the sidewalk under the bridge had been increased from six to ten
feet in accordance with the suggestions made at an earlier meeting of the

Commission. He also stated that although this increase in the width of the

sidewalk would add to the cost of the bridge, it was planned to follow this

procedure in all future bridges to be built along the Anacostia Freeway.
The members approved the design as resubmitted.

4., Railroad Bridge and viaduct at Znd and S. Capital Streets
The architect, Mr. John Harbeson presented and explained maps

and drawings of the railroad bridge and viaduct at Znd and South Capital
Streets. After a long discussion of the details, the members expressed the

view that the architects and engineers had done an excellent job. It was
unanimously voted to approve the project. Exhibit C.

Z . New Chancery Building for British Embassy.
Sir Edward Muir, the Chief of the Ministry of Works, outlined

the problems which the British Embassy is facing in providing office space
for at least 600 workers and parking space for Z 14 cars. He then called on
Mr. Bedford, the architect, to explain the design and the model of the new
proposed office building which is to be built north of the Embassy on Massa-
chusetts Avenue. There was a full discussion of the various phases of the

problem but no conclusions were reached. After discussing the matter
privately, the members asked Mr. Perry and Mr. Peets to convey certain
recommendations for changes to the facade to the architect, Mr. Bedford.
Exhibit D.
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3 . National Park Service
a . The Netherlands Carillon

The Chairman of the sponsoring committee,
Mr. Van Hengel, presented photographs and a scale model of the
tower for the carillon which is being given to the people of
the United States from the people of the Netherlands. He ex-
plained that the architect had reduced the height of the tower
to 120 feet, and had endeavored to meet other suggestions made
by the Commission at an earlier meeting. All the members were
favorably impressed with the revised design which they were glad
to approve. They also asked the Ambassador, Mr. van Roijen, to
express their appreciation to the architect for his cooperation
and understanding. Exhibit E.

4 . American Battle Monuments Commission
a . West Coast Memorial

The architectural advisor, Mr. John Harbeson,
placed before the Commission two models of the West Coast Me-
morial. He explained the details of the design of the memorial
and the plans for landscaping the area immediately surrounding it.
The memorial is to be in light granite with the sculpture either
in bronze or a darker granite so that it will not be lost in the
background of the memorial. A sculptor has not yet been selected.
After a discussion of materials, etc., the Commission advised
Mr. Harbeson that they were pleased with the progress made but
stated they would like to see the model again when the sculpture
is in place. Exhibit F.

b . Memorial to General Pershing
The Chairman asked Mr. Harbeson what progress

was being made on the memorial to General Pershing and Mr.
Harbeson said that the architects had been selected and had agreed
to serve. No sculptor has yet been selected.

5 . Regents of the Smithsonian Institution
a . Freer Gallery of Art: Purchases for Collection

In accordance with the usual custom, the Com=
mission visited the Freer Gallery of Art, where the Director,
Mr. Wenley, submitted a number of works of art proposed for pur-
chase. The Commission was pleased to inspect the objects and
approved them for purchase. Exhibit G.

6 . Public Buildings Service, General Services Admn.
a . Federal Office Building #6

The architect, Mr. Stenhouse, presented the model
of Federal Office Building #6 and explained the revisions which
had been made in order to bring the building into scale with the
site available. He also explained the relationship of this
building to the surrounding buildings. After considerable dis
cussion, the members voted to express appreciation of the efforts
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made by the architects to bring the building into scale and to
urge them to use every effort to make the setting as attractive
as possible under budgetary limitations. Exhibit H.

b . Federal Office Building #10
The architect, Mr. Carroll, presented and ex-

plained in detail the drawings and model for Federal Office
Building #10. After a general discussion of, all phases of the
problem including site, size of building, number of people to be
housed, parking facilities, etc., the members expressed satisfac -

tion with the progress being made and stated they felt the Public
Buildings Service and the architects were working in the right
direction. Mr. Hunter stated that he would like to present more
details of this building at the next meeting of the Commission
in June. (See Exhibit H).

III. Informal Submissions - None.

IV. Congress - Legislation
a/ S.930/85th Congress - Federal Advisory Commn. on Arts
b. S.17l6/85th Congress- Fed. Adv. Council on the Arts

The Secretary explained that S. 930 and S. 1716 were
identical in purpose except in the number of members; S.930 call-
ing for 24 members and S. 1716 calling for 21 members. The
Chairman read a draft of a letter to Senator Lister Hill, Chair-
man of the Senate Labor and Public Welfare Committee, stating
that the Commission of Fine Arts preferred S. 17i6 by Senator
Alexander Smith to S.930 by Senator Humphrey. After a full dis-
cussion of the purposes and provisions of the two bills, the
members approved the letter to Senator Hill. Exhibit I.

V. Status Reports and Discussion Topics
Constitution Avenue Bridge/Tunnel

The Chairman reported that the prospects for a

tunnel under the Potomac River at Constitution Avenue instead of
a bridge seemed quite favorable, although it would probably be a

six rather than a four lane tunnel.

b . National Cultural Center Auditorium
The Chairman reported that the legislation for the

National Cultural Center had been reported to the Joint Com-
mittee for the House and Senate for conference, which means that
usually approval is fairly certain.

c . American Institute of Architects
The Chairman called attention to the Centennial Con-

vention of the American Institute of Architects which had been
held in Washington during the week of May 13 to 17, and asked if

any members had attended. Mr. Orr attended most of the meetings
but as he was not present at this meeting, no report was made.
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The Secretary then announced that the American
Institute of Architects had elected the Chairman to honorary
membership in the Institute.

Meeting adjourned at 4:05 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

i . /'A i 'I >

Linton R. Wilson
Secretary
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COMMISSION OF FINE ARTS
7000 INTERIOR DEPARTMENT BUILDING

WASHINGTON 25, D.C.

11 July 1957

Dear General Lane:

At a meeting of the Commission of Fine Arts on 23 May 1957,
Mr, John Harbeson, architect, presented the drawings and perspective
sketch for that part of the Inner Belt Freewav located at Second
Street, Southwest and South Capitol Street,

The members of the Commission felt that Mr, Harbeson had
handled his part of the complex problem, involving both a railroad
bridge and a viaduct, in a very successful manner, and approved
the architectural features of the plans as presented. They have
asked me again, however, to state hovr greatly they deplore seeing
plans of this magnitude progress to this point of realization without
an attempt being made to solve the basic problem created by the pre-
sence of the railroad above ground in this part of the city.

For the Commission of Fine Arts:

Sincerely yours,

David E, Finley
Chairman

Brigadier General Thomas A, Lane
District of Colimibia Engineer Commissioner
District Building
Washington 4, D, C,

Exhibit C
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Comniission of Fine Arts
7000 Interior Department Building

Washington 25, D. C.

24 May 1957

My dear Sir Edi-^ard:

The Commission of Fine Arts was very glad to meet with you
and Mr. Eric Bedford yesterday and appreciated your courtesy in
bringing to us the model and drawings of the proposed new Chancery
to be erected on the site adjoining the British Embassy residence.

As I said yesterday, the Commission of Fine Arts has no
jurisdiction over the design of embassy buildings, but we were
pleased that you have asked us for our advice and hope that the
suggestions made by Mr. Perry and Mr, Peets in talking with
I4r, Bedford yesterday afternoon, especially with reference to the
Southeast Comer of the building, may prove useful in the restudy
of the design which we understand, Mr, Bedford wishes to make. If
there is anything further we can do v/hile you are in Washington,
or after your return to England, please do not hesitate to call on

us. The Commission will meet again on June 27th, which will probably
be the last meeting until September,

I \mderstand that General Lane is calling a meeting of the
Zoning Commission on Tuesday morning when a decision will be reached
as to questions involving zoning.

Sincerely yours,

David E, Finley
Chairroan

Sir Edward Muir
c/o The British Embassy
Washington, D, C,
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Commission of Fine Arts
7000 Interior Department Building

Washington 25, D, C.

24 May 1957

My dear Sir Edivard:

The Commission of Fine Arts was very glad to meet with you
and Mr. Eric Bedford yesterday and appreciated your courtesy in
bringing to us the model and drawings of the proposed new Chancery
to be erected on the site adjoining the British Embassy residence.

As I said yesterday, the Commission of Fine Arts has no
jurisdiction over the design of embassy buildings, but we were
pleased that you have asked us for our advice and hope that the
suggestions made by Mr. Perry and Mr. Peets in talking with
Mr. Bedford yesterday afternoon, especially with reference to the
Southeast Comer of the building, may prove useful in the restudy
of the design which we understand, Mr, Bedford wishes to make. If
there is anything further we can do v/hile you are in Washington,
or after your return to England, please do not hesitate to call on

us. The Commission will meet again on June 27th, which will probably
be the last meeting until September,

I understand that General Lane is calling a meeting of the
Zoning Commission on Tuesday morning when a decision will be reached
as to questions involving zoning.

Sincerely yours,

David E, Finley
Chairman

Sir Edward Muir
c/o The British Embassy
Washington, D. C.
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COMMISSION OF FINE ARTS
7000 INTERIOR DEPARTIffiNT BUILDING

WASHINGTON 25, D.C.

5 June 1957

Dear Mr. Ambassador:

The members of the Commission were very happy to have you
and lir. Van Hengel meet with them on 23 May, and to consider
the revised design of the carillon tower, the gift of the people
of the Netherlands to the people of the United States.

The members were a3J. delighted with the new design as shoim
in the scale model and photographs, and were impressed by the
imagination shown by the architect in developing the suggestions
which were made at our previous m.eeting on 24 January 1957* We
are accordingly glad to give our approval to the design of the
structure. We also hope that you will express to the architect
and the others associated with the project, our recognition of

their hearty cooperation. Those who have seen the design consider
it a truly outstanding wor&, which, I am. sure, vri.ll bring great
pleasure to many people, when it is erected.

Sincerely yours.

David E. Finley
Chairman

H. E.

The Netherlands Ambassador
The Netherlands Embassy
1470 Euclid Street, N.W.
Washington, D. C.
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COMMISSION OF FINE ARTS
7000 INTERIOR DEPARTMENT BUILDING

WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

5 June 1957

Dear General North:

The members of the Commission of Fine Arts were glad to see .

and study the scale models, based on the revised plans, for the
West Coast Memorial, as resubmitted by Mr, John Harbeson at a
meeting of the Commission on 23 May 1957*

The general idea for the masonry portion of the memorial was
approved, but the models made it clear that the success of this
design depends equally on the form and relationship of the
sculptured motifs. It is hoped therefore that a sculptor will
soon be selected so that the development of the sculptor^s ideas
may be included as an integral part of the monument, Mr, Harbeson
stated that he believed this could be done without delay, and the
model reprised to reflect such development.

The next meeting of the Commission will be held on Thursday,
June 27th, but there will be no meetings during July a;nd August,
The first meeting in the autumn will be held about thelmiddle of
September. If you wish to have the model presented again at the
June or September meetings and will so indicate, I shall be happy
to reserve a time for you.

Colonel Walker has advised me that he will furnish photographs
of the models of the West Coast Memorial for our records, when the
pictures have been made.

Sincerely yours,

L. R. Wilson
Secretary

Brigadier General Thomas North
Secretary
American Battle Monuments Commission
2080 Main Navy Building
V/ashington 25, D, C,
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The Regents of the Smithsonian Institution, The Commission of Fine
Arts, and Mss Katharine N, Rhoades, or Mrs. Eugene Meyer, as provided
in Paragraph 4 of the Codicil to the Mil of the late Charges L. Freer,
have examined the following objects:

1 Bronze dragon; Chinese, Han djoiasty, possibly from Chang Sha;
1 Bronze vessel, kuei ; Chinese, Shang dynasty; inscription in center

of bowl;
1 Glass mosque lamp; Syrian, late 14th century;
1 Gold bracelet; Persian (gurgan); hinged; 2 turquoise inlays, 2

missing;
1 Ivory carving of Buddha; Chinese, dated in correspondence ;vith

A. D. 1025;

^ Metal (silver) bowl; said to be Sassanian; gilt, with eagle design;

1 Painting, landscape; Chinese, dated 1712; by Wang Hui (1632-1717);
1 Painting, landscape, on silk; Chinese, late Mng, 17th Century;

by Sheng Nao-yeh;
1 Painting, landscape, on paper; Chinese, early Ch’ing, 17th Century;

by Hsiao Y\m-tsung;
1 Painting, grape branches; Chinese; attributed to Mikkan (Jih Kuan);
1 Pair screens, mountainous landscapes; Japanese; by Sesshu (1420-1506'';

1 Pottery bowl, vrtiite, with metal edge; Chinese, Sung dynasty, Ting Yao;

fish and flower design;
1 Pottery bowl, vrtiite, with metal edge; Chinese, Sung dynasty, Ting Yao;

fish and flower design;
1 Pottery plate; Japanese, Kakiemon, 18th century; design of two fish;

1 Stone (jade-like; said to be **t»ien-huang”) carving; Chinese; signed
Chou Pin;

which have been recommended for purchase for the Freer Gallery of Art by
Mr, A, G, Wenley, Director, and they hereby approve the purchase.

For the Regents of the Smithsonian Institution

For the Commission of Fine Arts
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COMISSION OF FINS ARTS
7000 INTERIOR DEPARTMENT BUILDING

WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

24 May 1957

My dear Mr, Commissioner: (Federal Office Buildings #6 and #10)

The Commission of Fine Arts was very glad to meet yesterday with
Mr, Hunter and your group of architects to discuss the plans for the
Federal Office Buildings 6 and 10, It seemed to the Commission that the
vrork had been well organized by your office and we were glad to commend
the plans which have been made fo’^ developing this area. The use of a
model in studying the design was most helpful, and we hope that you can
soon provide one that will be large enough to show the relationship of
all the proposed work in this part of the Southwest area.

We feel that the design of the building to be erected on the aixis of
the Archives Building is of paramount importance, as it will be seen
across the Mall and id.ll dominate the group of buildings on the south
side of thel-Iall, We realize that a final design cannot bemade for this
building until it is known what agency will occupy it. We believe that,
in ^n.ew of its position, this building should be monumental in character
and not convey the impression of merely another office building. We ap-
proved in principle the designs vrtiich were submitted to us for these
two buildings, but hope you will continue to consult with us further as
the designs are developed at larger scale. We hope also that, when a
decision has been reached as to the agency that will occupy the building,
you will confer with us as to the suitability of design and will give us
an opportunity to discuss this inatter with the architects and Mr, Hunter
in the early stages of the design.

We feel that the landscaping of this area is of great importance and
urge that some part of the funds be reserved for this purpose and for
decoration of the buildings with suitable sculpture and painting.

For the Commission of Fine Arts:

Sincerely yours,

Honorable F, Moran McConihe David E, Finley
Commissioner of Public Buildings Chairman
General Services Administration
Washington 25, D, C,
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Commission of Fine Arts

f 7000 Interior Department Building
Washington D, C.

13 June 1957

Dear Mr. Chairman:

As requested in your letter of May 14,1957, I am glad to give you the
views of the Commission of Fine Arts with reference to S. 930, a bill
"To provide for the establishment of a Federal Advisory Commission on the
Arts, and for other purposes;” and also with reference to S. 1716, a bill
”To provide for the establishment of a Federal Advisory Council on the Arts,

and for other purposes.”

At a meeting held on May 23,1957, the members of the Commission of
Fine Arts discussed the respective pro^/isions of the two bills. It was
noted that the primary purpose of the proposed legislation was to establish
advisory bodies within the Department of Health, Education and Welfare to
study and recommend methods to encourage creative activity in the performance
and practice of the arts, and to arouse wider appreciation of the Arts.

The members of the Commission of Fine Arts have asked me to state that
they believe that enactment of legislation of this type and establishment
of the advisory council as proposed in this legislation can be of assistance
to the work of the Department of Health, Education and Welfare, especially
as regards the activities of the Office of Education.

Of the two bills, the members preferred 3. I7I6 because it provides
for the establishment by the Advisory Council of smaller working committees
to study specific phases of the problem. It is our experience that con-
sideration by large groups tends to slow down action and reduce the chances
of reaching an effective solution.

The Bureau of the Budget has advised us that it has no objection to the
submission of this report to your Committee.

For the Commission of Fine Arts:

Sincerely yours.

David E. Finley
ChairmanHonorable Lister Hill, Chairman

Labor and Public Welfare Committee
United States Senate
Washington, D. C.
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