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LETTERS 

F R O M A 
* i 

FAR ME R, &c. 

LETTER I. 
t 1 

My dear Countrymen, I A M a Farmer, fettled, after a variety of fortunes, near the 
hanks of the river Delaware, in the province of Penn- 

fylajania. I received a liberal education, and have been en¬ 
gaged in the bufy fcenes of life ; but am now convinced, 
that a man may be as happy without bullle, as with it. My 

farm is fmall; my, fervants are few, and good ; I have a little 
money at intereft ; I wilh for no more ; my employment in my 
own affairs is eafy; and with a contented grateful mind, undi- 
flurbed by worldly hopes or fears, relating to myl'elf, I am corn- 
pleating the number of days allotted to me by divine goodnefs. 

Being generally mailer of my time, I fpend a good deal of it ill 
a library, which I think the moil valuable part of my fmall eflate; 
and being acquainted with two or three gentlemen of abilities and 
learning, who honor me with their friendfhip, I have acquired, I 
believe, a greater knowledge in hiilory, and the laws and conflitu- 
tion of my country, than is generally attained by men of my clafs, 
many of them not being fo fortunate as I have been in the oppor¬ 
tunities of getting information. 

From my infancy I was taught to love humanity and liberty. 
Enquiry and experience have fmce confirmed my reverence for the 
leffons then given me, by convincing me more fully of their truth 
and excellence. Benevolence towards mankind, excites wifhes for 
their .welfare, and fuch wifhes endear the means of fulfilling them. 
Fhefe can be found in liberty only, and therefore her facred caufe 
ought to be efpoufed by every man, on every occafion, to the ut~ 
moll of his power. As a charitable, but poor perfon does not 
withhold his mite, be caufe he cannot relieve all the diflreffes of ths 

A 2 miferable. 
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miferable, {o ihould not any honeff man fupprefs his fentiments 
concerning freedom, however fmall their influence is likely to be. 
Perhaps he “ may touch feme wheel, * ” that will have an effect 
greater than he could reafonably expeft. 

T. hese being my fentiments, I am encouraged to offer to you, 
my countrymen, my thoughts on fome late tranfaftions, that ap¬ 
pear to me to be of the utmoff importance to you. Confcious of 
my own defects, I have waited lonie time, in expectation of feeing 
the fubjeft treated by perfons much better quaiiffed for the talk ; 
but being therein difappointed, and apprehenfive that longer de¬ 
lays will be injurious, I venture at length to requeft the attention 
of the public, praying, that thefe lines may be read with the fame 
zeal for the happinefs of Britijh America, with which they were wrote 

With a good deal of lurprize I have obferved, that little no¬ 
tice has been taken of an aft of parliament, as injurious in its 
principle to the liberties of thefe colonies, as the Stamp-Aft was : 
I mean the aft for fufpending the legiflation of Nevu-York. 

The afiembly of that government complied with a former aft 4 

of parliament, requiring certain proviiions to be made for the 
troops in A?n$rica, in every particular, I think, except the articles 
of fait, pepper and vinegar. In my opinion they afted impru¬ 
dently, confldering all circumftances, in not complying fo far as 
would have given fatisfaftion, as leveral colonies did: But my dif- 
like of their conduft in that inftance, has not blinded me fo much, 
that I cannot plainly perceive, that they have been punifhed in a 
manner pernicious to American freedom, and juffly alarming to all 
the colonies. 

If the Britifh parliament has a legal authority to iflue an order, 
that we fliall furnilh a Angle article for the troops here, and to 
compel obedience to that order, they have the fame right to iffue 
an order for us to fupply thofe troops with arms, cloaths, and 
every neceffary ; and to compel obedience to that order alfo ; in 
fhort, to lay any burthens they pleafe upon us. What is this but 
taxing us at a certain fumy and leaving to us only the manner of 
railing it? How is this mode more tolerable than the St amp-Adi? 
Would that aft have appeared more pleaflng to Americans, if being 
ordered thereby to raife the fum total of the taxes, the mighty pri¬ 
vilege had been left to them, of faying how much ffiould be paid 
for an inftrument of writing on paper, and how much for another 
on parchment ? 

An aft of parliament, commanding us to do a certain thing, if 
it has any validity, is, a tax upon us for the expence that accrues 
in complying with it; and for this reafon, I believe, every colony 
on the continent, that chofe to give a mark of their refpeft for 
Great-Britain, in complying with the aft relating to the troops, 

cautioudy 
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cautioufly avoided the mention of that aft, left their condud ftiould 

be attributed to its fuppofed obligation. 
The matter being thus ftated, the aftembly of New-York either 

had, or had not, a right to refufe fubmiflion to that ad. If they 
had, and I imagine no A?nerican will fay they haa not, then the 
parliament had no right to compel them to execute it. If they had 
not this right, they had ?io right to punilh them for not executing 
it • and therefore no right to fulpend their tlegiilation, which is a 
punilhment. In fad, if the people of New-York cannot be legal¬ 
ly taxed but by their own reprefentatives, they cannot be legally 
deprived of the privilege of legislation, only for infilling on that 
exclufive privilege of taxation. If they may be legally deprived 
in fuch a cafe, of the privilege of legiftation, why may they not,, 
with equal reafon, be deprived of every other privilege? Or why 
may not every colony be treated in the fame mannei, when any of 
them fhall dare to deny their aftent to any impositions, that flialt 
be directed ? Or what fignifies the repeal of the Stamp-Afi, if thefe 
colonies are to lofe their other privileges, by not tamely furrender¬ 

ing that of taxation? . . r r r , • , 
There is one confideration arifmg from this fufpenfion, whicii 

is not generally attended to, but ihews its importance very clearly. 
It was not neceffary that this fufpenfion ftiould be earned by an aft 
of parliament. The crown might have reftramed the governor of 
New-York, even from calling the aftembly together, by its prero¬ 
gative in the royal governments. This, ftep, I fuppofe, would 
have been taken, if the conduct of the aftembly of New-hork had 
been regarded as an ad of difobedience to the crown alone', but it 
is regarded as an ad of f “ difobedience to the authority of the 
British legislature.” This gives the fufpenfion a conse¬ 
quence vaftly more affeding. It is a parlimentary aftertion of the 
Supreme authority of the Britijh legiftature over thefe colonies, m the 

point of taxation, and is intended to compel Aew-York into a lub- 
miftion to that authority. It feems therefore to me as muen a vi¬ 
olation of the liberties of the people of that province, and confe- 
quently of all thefe colonies, as if the parliament had lent a num¬ 
ber of regiments to be quartered upon them till t cy lou comP ) ■ 
For it is evident, that the fufpenfion is meant as a compulfion; and 
the method of compelling is totally indifferent. It is indeed pro¬ 
bable, that the fight of red coats, and the hearing of drains, 
would have been ntoft alarming; becaufe people are geneia y rnoiv 

influenced by their eyes and ears, than by their reafon. But who¬ 
ever ferioufly confiders the matter, muff perceive that a dreadfa: 
fhoke is aimed at the liberty of thefe colonies. 1 (ay, of then; 
colonies j for the caufe of one is the caufe of all. It the pai la¬ 
ment may lawfully deprive Nenv-Tork ot any of her rights, it may 
deprive any, or all the other colonies of their rights; and nothing 



r ^ i 
tfon mHblV- {<! n'Th rnCOl!rag! fuch attemPts> as a mutual inatten- 
i he fi "n : " °ther', X° ^ thus to dejlroy, 
is the fill! political maxim in attacking thofe, who are powerful by 
their union He certainly is not a wife man, who folds his arms! 

fh-1 leP° -S T "1! -at horae’ vlevvlng> with unconcern, the flames 
that have invaded his neighbour’s houfe, without ufing any endea- 

- 0 eofy/?Ul(n 11C'n- WIlen Mr. Hampden s fhip money caufe, 
■Jr Shillings and Four-pence, was tried, all thepeople of England 

with anxious expedition, inteCefted themfelves in the important 
uecifion ; and when the flighted; point, touching the freedom of 
one colony, is agitated, I earneftly wifh, that all the red may, with 
equal aruor, fupport their After. Very much may be faid on this 
fubjett; but 1 hope, more at prefent is unneceflary. 

W ith concern l have obferved, that t-ivo afTemblies of this pro- 
vince have fat and adjourned, without taking any notice of this 
act. it may perhaps be afked, what would have been proper for 
them to do ? I am by no means fond of inflammatory meafures : I 
ueteft them. _ I fliould be forry that any thing fliouid be done, 
whicii might juldy difpleafe our fovereign, or our mother country: 
. ut a firm, modeil exertion of a free fpirit, fliould never be want- 
mg on public occaiions. It appears to me, that it would have 

een fumcient.for the allembly, to have ordered our agents to re¬ 
present to the King’s minifters, their fenfe of the fufpending aft 
and to pray for its repeal. Thus we Ihould have borne our terti- 
mony agamft it; and might therefore reafonably expeft that, on 
a like occaiion, we might receive the fame affiftance from the other 
colonies. 

Concordia res par-oa? crefcunt. 

Small things grow great by concord. 

* AW. 5. A FARMER. 

* The day of King William the Third’s landing. 
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LETTER 

My dear Countrymen, 

^“T| ^ R E R E is another late a& of parliament, which appears 
i to me to be unconftitutional, and as deftrudive to the li- 

berty of thefe colonies, as that mentioned in my laft let¬ 
ter ; that is,^ the ad for granting the duties on paper, glafs, {Ac. 

The parliament unqueilionably poffefles a legal authority to re~ 

gulate the trade of Great-Britazn, and all her colonies. Such an 
authority is efiential to the relation between a mother country and 
her colonies; and necelfary for the common good of all. He, 
who confiders thefe provinces as hates diftind from the Britijh Em¬ 

pire, has very llender notions of jujiice, or of their interefts. We 
are but parts of a whole; and therefore there mull exifl a power 
fomewhere, to prefide, and preferve the connedion in due order. 
This power is lodged in the parliament; and we are as much de¬ 
pendant on Great-Britain, as a perfedly free people can be on 
another. 

I have looked over every fiatute relating to thefe colonies, from 
their firh fettlement to this time ; and I find every one of them 
founded on this principle, till the Sta?np-Adi adminiiiration *. All 

before, 

* For the fatisfaftion of the reader, recitals from the former afts of parlia¬ 
ment relating to thefe colonies are added. By comparing thefe with the modern 
acts, he will perceive their great difference in exprefion and intention. 

The 12th Cha. Chap. 18, which forms the foundation of the laws relating 
ro our trade, by enafting that certain produftions of the colonies fhould be car¬ 

ped p> England only, and that no goods fhall be imported from the plantations 

:>ut in /hips belonging to England, Ireland, Wales, Berwick, or the Plantations, 

begins thus : ee Tor the increafe of flipping, and encouragement of the navi¬ 

gation of this nation, wherein, under the good providence and protection of 

COD, the wealth, fafety, and firength of this kingdom is fo much con¬ 
cerned,” &c. 

Fhe 15th Cha. II. Chap. 7, enforcing the fame regulation, affigns thefe rea¬ 
sons for it. In regard his Maje/ly’s plantations, beyond the leas, are inha¬ 

bited and peopled by his fubjefts of this his kingdom of England j for the 

maintaining a greater correfpondence and kindnefs between them, and keeping them 
in a firmer dependance upon it, and rendering them yet more beneficial and ad¬ 
vantageous unto it, in the further employment and increafe of Englifh Jhipping and 

jeamen, vent of Englifh woollen, and other manufactures and commodities, ren¬ 

dering the navigation to and from the fame more fafe and cheap, and making this 
kingdom a Jlaple, not only of the commodities of thofe plantations, but alfo of the 
commodities of other countries and places for the fnpplying of them $ and it being 
the ufage of other nations to keep their plantations trade to themfelves,” £?c. 

The 25 th Cha. II. Chap. 7, made exprefly £< for the better fecuring the planta¬ 

tion trade, which impofes duties on certain commodities exported from one 

colony to another, mentions this caufe for impofing them : (< Whereas by one 
aft, pafled in the 12th year of your Majefty’s reign, intituled. An aft iox en¬ 

couragement of flipping and navigation, and by feveral other laws, paffed fince 

that 
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before, are calculated to regulate trade, and preferve or promote a 
mutually beneficial intercourfe between the Several conftituent parts 
of the empire ; and though many of them impofed duties on trade, 
yet thole duties were always impofed <with defign to reftrain the 
commerce of one part, that was injurious to another, and thus to 

promote 
i 

that time, it is permitted to fhip, &c. fugars, tobacco, &c. of the growth, &c, 

of any of your Majefly’s plantations in America, &c, from the places of theit 
growth, &c. to any other of your Majefty’s plantations in thofe parts, &> c. 

and that *,without paying cujlom fur the fame, either at the lading or unlading the 
faid commodities, by means whereof the trade and navigation in thole commo¬ 

dities, from one plantation to another, is greatly increafed, and the inhabitants 
of divers of thofe colonies, not contenting themfelves with being [applied with thcje 

commodities for their own ufe, free from all cuftoms (while the fubjeils of this your 

kingdom of England have paid great cufioms and impofitions tor what of them 

hath been fpent here) but, contrary to the exprefs letter of the af refold laws, have 

brought into divers parts of Europe great quantities thereof, and do alfo vend great 

quantities thereof to the^hipping of other nation', who bring them into divers 

parts of Europe, to the great hurt and diminution of your Majefty’s culloms, 

and of the trade and navigation of this your kingdom } tOR the prevention 

THEREOF « 
The yth and 8th Will. III. Chap. 22, intituled, “ An a ft for preventing 

frauds, and regulating abufes in the plantation trade, recites that, “ notwit - 
Handing divers adls, &c. great abufes are daily committed, to the prejudice of the 

Englith navigation, and the lofs of a great part of the plantation trade to this king¬ 

dom, by the artifice and cunning of ill difpofed perfons; For remedy w here¬ 

of, &fc. And whereas in fome of his Majefty’s American plantations, a doubt 

or mifconftru&ion has arifen upon the before mentioned aft, made in the 25th 

year of the reign of King Charles II. whereby certain duties are laid upon the 
commodities therein enumerated (which by law may be transported prom one 

plantation to another, for the fupply of each others wants) as {/the fame were, 
by the payment of thofe duties in one plantation, difeharged from giving the 

fecurities intended by the aforefaid aas, made in the 12th, 22d and 23d years 

of the reign of King Charles II. and confequently be at liberty to go to any 

foreign market in Europe f &c. . 
The 6th Anne, Chap. 37, reciting the advancement of trade, and encourage¬ 

ment of fliips of war, &c. grants to the captors the property of all prizes car¬ 

ried into America, fubjea to fuch cufioms and duties, as li the fame had been 

iirft imported into any'part of Great-Britain, and from thence exported, ©Y. 
This was a gift to perfons atting under commijjions from the crown, and 'beie- 

fore it was reasonable that the terms preferibed in that gift, fliould oe complied 
with—more efpecially as the payment of fuch duties was intended to give a 
preference to the produaions of Britijh colonies, over thofe of other colonies. 

However, being found inconvenient to the colonies, about four years afterwards, 

this aa was, for that reafon, fo far repealed, that by another aft ah prize 

roods, imported into any part of Great-Britain, from any of the Phntatlons> 
were made liable to fuch duties only in Great-Bntain, as in cale they had been 

of the growth and produce of the plantations. . c , 
The 6th Geo. II. Chap. i3, which impofes duties on fore.gn ^ttm, fugar and 

tnelaffes, imported into the colonies, (hews the reafons thus--- Wh-rca e 
•welfare and profperity of your Majefty’s fugar colon,es m America, are of the 
treated confluence and importance to the trade, navigation and ftrength ot th.s 

kingdom- and whereas the planters of the faid fugar colonies, have ot late 
,ea,Es fallen into fuch great difeouragetnenu, that they are unable to improve or 

carry on the fugar trade, upon an equal footing with the foreign fugai colonus, 

without route advantage and relief be given to them from Great-Bittatn : . - 
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promote the general welfare. The raifing a revenue thereby was 
never intended. Thus the King, by his judges in his courts of 
juftice, impofes fines, which all together amount to a very confi- 
derable fum, and contribute to the fupport of government: But 
this is merely a confequence arifmg from reitriAions, that only 
meant to keep peace, and prevent confufion; and furely a man 
would argue very looiely, who fhould conclude fiom jiencc, that 
the King has a right to levy money in general upon his lubjeAs. 
Never did the Britijh parliament, till the period above mentioned, 
think of impofmg duties in America, for the purpose of 
raising a revenue. Mr. Greenville fir ft introduced this lan¬ 
guage, in the preamble to the 4th of Geo. III. Chap. 15? which has 
thefe words—And whereas it is juft and neceilary that a RE\e- 
NUE BE RAISED IN YOUR M A J E S T Y S SAID DOMINIONS IN AME¬ 
RICA, for defraying the expenccs oj defending, pretexting, anff jtcin ing 

the fame : We your Majefty s moil dutiful and loyal lubjeAs, fhe 
commons of Great-Britain, in parliament aftembled, bejng 
defirous to make fome proviiion in this prefent fefiion of pailiament, 
TOWARDS RAISING THE SAID REVENUE IN AMERICA, have re- 
folved to give and grant unto your Majefty the feveral laics and 

duties herein after mentioned,” {Ac. 
A few months after came the Stamp-AXi, which reciting this, 

proceeds in the fame ftrange mode of expreffion, thus /li:u 
whereas it is juft and neceffary, that provifion be made for rai¬ 

sing A FURTHER REVENUE WITHIN YOUR MAJESTY’S DOMI¬ 

NIONS in America, towards defraying the faid expenccs, v. e yow 

Majefty’s moil dutiful and loyal fubjeAs, the commons of 
Great-Brit ain, {Ac. give and grant, bo as oefore. 

The laft aA, granting duties upon paper, {Ac. carefully purfues 
thefe modern precedents. The preamble is, “ VvheieasiiAs e x¬ 
pedient THAT a REVENUE SHOULD BE RAISED IN YOUR 

STY?S DOMINIONS in America,/^ making a more certain ana 

adequate provifion for defraying the charge, of the adminiftration cf 

juflice, and the fupport of civil government in fuch provinces, verere 

it fall be found neceffary ; and towards the further defraying the 

expences of defending, protecting and fecuring the fad dominions, v r 

your Majefly’s moil dutiful and loyal fubjeAs the commons of 

Great-Brit, a in, {Ac. give and grant,’ C5h. as before. 

Here we may obferve an authority exprefy claimed ana exerts. 
to impofe duties on thefe colonies ; not for the regulation oi ti-uc , 

r g not 

M E D Y WHEREOF, AND FOR T H E GOOD AND WELFARE Or - ''1; K ^A 

Ah I ftfcthl. Chap. 26, and the iftCa III. Chap. 9, which continue 

the 6th Geo. II. Chap. 13, declare, that the laid adt hath, by expenen e beua 

found ufiful and beneficial, Thefe are all the rrv.ft c, nf.derable ft tutes re- 

lating to the commerce of the colonies j and it 13 thought, to o fr , _ 

ceffary to add any obfervations to thefe extraAs, to prove that they vver. ah 

intended Joleiy as regulations oj traae. 
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not for the prefervation or promotion of a mutually benetjcial ia- 
tercourfe between the fevers! conilituent parts of the empire, here¬ 
tofore the Jole objects of parliamentary inftitutions; but for the 
fngle purpoj'e of levying money upon us. 

This I call an * innovation ; and a moll dangerous innovation* 
It may peihaps be objected, that Greats Britain has a right to lay 
what duties (he pleafes upon her f exports, and it makes no dif¬ 
ference to us, whether they are paid here or there* 

To this I anfwer. Thefe colonies require many things for 
their ufe, which the laws of Grmt-Britain prohibit them from 
getting any where but from her. Such are paper and glafs* 

That we may legally be bound to pay any general duties on 
thefe commodities, relative to the regulation of trade, is granted; 
but we being obliged by her laws to take them from Great-Britainy 

Special duties impofed on their exportation to us only, with in- 

tention to^ raife a revenue from us only, are as much taxes upon us, 
as thofe impofed by the Stamp-Adl. ~ 

What is the difference inJubftance and right, whether the fame 
film is raifed upon us by the rates mentioned in the Stamp-Adi, on 
the ufe of paper, or by thefe duties, on the importation of it. It is 
only the edition of a former book, drifting a fentence from the 
end to the beginning. 

Suppose the duties were made payable in Great-Britain ? 

It fignifies nothing to us, whether they are to be paid here or 
there* Had the St amp-Adi dir e&ed, that all the paper fhould be 
landed at Florida, and the duties paid there, before it was brought 
to the Britifo colonies, would the ad have raifed lefs money upon 
us, or have been lefs deflrudive of our rights ? By no means : 
For as we were under a neceffity of ufmg the paper, we fhould 
have been under the neceffity of paying the duties. Thus, in the 
prefent cafe, a like neceffity will fubjed us, if this ad continues in 
force, to the payment of the duties now impofed. 

Why was the St amp-Adi then fo pernicious to freedom ? It did 
not enads that every man in the colonies Jhould buy a certain 

’ ■ quantity 

* (< ^ k worthy obfervation how quietly fubfidies, granted in forms ufual 

asd accufiomable (though heavy) are borne ; fuchr a power hath ufe and cuftorm 

On the other fide, what difcontentments and difturbances fubfidies framed in a 

mould do raife (such an inbred hatred novelty doth hatch) 

is evident by examples of former times.” Lord Coke's 2d Infiitute, p. 33. 

T oome people think that Great-Britain has the fame right to impofe duties 
on the exports to thefe colonies, as on the exports to Spam and Portugal, &c. 
Such perfons attend fo much to the idea of exportation, that they entirely drop 

that of tke connexion between the mother country and her colonies. If Great-Britain 

had always claimed, and exercifed an authority to compel Spain and Portugal to 

import manufactures from her only, the cafes would be parallel : But as Are 
never pretended to fuch a right, they are at liberty to get them where they 

pleafe; and if they chufe to take them from her, rather than from other na¬ 
tions, they voluntarily confcnt to pay the duties impofed on them. 
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quantity of paper—No : It only direded, that no inftrument of 
writing fhould be valid in law, if not made on llamped paper, 

The makers of that ad knew full well, that the confufions 
that would arife from the difufe of writings, would compel the 
colonies to ufe the llamped paper, and therefore to pay the taxes 
impofed. For this reafon the St&mp-Ad was faid to be a law 
that would execute itself. For the very fame reafon, the 
lafb ad of parliament, if it is granted to have any force here, 
will execute itself, and will be attended with the very 
fame conlequences to American liberty. 

Some perlons perhaps may fay, that this ad lays us under no 
necelfity to pay the duties impofed, becaufe we may ourfelves 
manufadure the articles on which they are laid ; whereas by the 
Stamp-Ad no inftrument of writing could be good, unlefs made 
on Britijh paper, and that too llamped. 

Such an objedion amounts to no more than this, that the in¬ 
jury refulting to thefe colonies, from the total difufe of Britijh 

paper and glafs, will not be Jo affliding as that which would have 
refulted from the total difufe of writing among them ; for by 
that means even the Stamp-Ad might have been eluded. Why 
then was it univerfally deteiled by them as flavery itfelf ? Becaufe 
it preferred to thefe devoted provinces nothing but a * choice of 
calamities, imbittered by indignities, each of which it was un¬ 
worthy of freemen to bear. But is no injury a violation of right 
but the greatejt injury? If the eluding the payment of the taxes 
impofed by the Stamp-Ad, would have fubjeded us to a more 
dreadful inconvenience, than the eluding the payment of thofe 
impofed by the late ad ; does it therefore follow, that the lalt is 
7io cviolation of our rights, tho’ it is calculated for the fame pur- 
pofe the other was, that is, to raije monqy upon usy without our 

consent ? 
This would be making right to confift, notin an exemption 

from injury, but from a certain degree of injury. 
But the objedors may further lay, that we lhali fufter no injury 

at all by the difufe of Britijh paper and glafs. We might not, if 
we could make as much as we want. But can any man, acquaint¬ 
ed with America, believe this poliible ? I am told there are but two 
or three Glafs-Houfes on this continent, and but very few Paper- 

Mills j and luppofe more fhould be ereded, a long courfe of years 
muft elapfe, before they can be brought to perfection. X his con¬ 
tinent is a country of planters, farmers, and fifhermen; not of 
manufadurers. The difficulty of eiiabkfhing particular manufac¬ 
tures in fuch a country, is almoft infuperable. for one manufac¬ 
ture is conneded with others in fuch a manner, that it may be laid 
to be impofiible to eftablifh one or two, without eilabliiliing feve- 

B 2 ral 

* Either the difufe of writing, or the payment of faxes impofed by others 

without our confent. 



ral others. The experience of many nations may convince us of 
this truth. 

Inexpressible therefore muft be our diflrefles in evading the 
late ads, by the difufe of Britijh paper and glafs. Nor will this 
be the extent of our misfortune, if we admit the legality of that ad. 

Great-Britain has prohibited the manufaduring iron and 
ft eel in thefe colonies, without any objection being made to her 
right of doing it. The like right fhe mull have to prohibit any 
other manufadure among us. Thus fhe is pofTeffed of an undif- 
puted precedent on that point. This authority, Ihe will fay, is 
founded on the original intention of fettling thefe colonies ; that is, 
that fhe fliould manufadure for them, and that they fhould fupply 
her with' materials. The equity of this policy, fhe will alfo fay, 
has been univerfally acknowledged by the colonies, who never 
have made the leaft objedion to ftatutes for that purpofe; and will 
further appear by the j?mtual benefits flowing from this ufage, ever 
fmee the fettlement of thefe colonies. 

Our great advocate, Mr. Pitt, in his fpeeches on the debate 
concerning the repeal of the St amp-Aft, acknowledged, that Greai- 

Britain could reftrain our manufadures. His words are thefe- 
“ This kingdom, as the fupreme governing and legiflative power, 
has always bound the colonies by her regulations and restric¬ 

tions in trade, in navigation, in manufactures-in every 
thing, except that of taking their money out of their pockets, with¬ 

out their consent.” Again he fays, “ We may bind their 
trade, confine their manufactures, and exercife every 
power whatever, except that of taking their money out of their pockets, 

without their consent/’ 

Here then, my dear countrymen, rouse yourfelves, and be¬ 
hold the ruin hanging over your heads. If you ONCE admit, 
that Great-Britain may lay duties upon her exportations to us, for 

the purpofe of levying money on us only, fire then will have nothing 
to do, but to lay thofe duties on the articles which fhe prohibits 
us to manufadure—and the tragedy of A?nerican liberty is finifhed. 
We have been prohibited from procuring manufadures, in all 
cafes, any where but from Great-Britain (excepting linens, which 
we are permitted to import diredly from Ireland.) We have been 
prohibited, in feme cafes, from manufaduring for ourfeives ; and 
may be prohibited in others. We arc therefore cxadly in the fix¬ 
ation of a city befieged, which is furrounded by the works of the 
befiegers in every part but one. If that is clofed up, no ftep can 
be taken, but to Jurrender at diferetion. If Great-Britain can order 
us to come to her for neceflaries we want, and can order us to 
pay what taxes (he pleafes before we take them away, or when we 
land them here, we are as abjed flaves as France and Poland can 
fhew in wooden flioes, and with uncombed hair*. Per- 

# The peafants of France wear wooden /hoes ; and the vafials of Poland are 

remarkable for matted hair, which never can be combed. 
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Perhaps the nature of the neceffities of dependant dates, caufad 
by the policy of a governing one, for her own benefit, may be 
elucidated by a fad mentioned in hidory. When the Carthagi¬ 

nians were podeffed of the ifland of Sardinia, they made a decree, 
that the Sardinians diould not raife corn, nor get it any other way 
than from the Carthaginians. Then, by impofing any duties they 
would upon it, they drained from the miferable Sardinians any 
fums they pleafed ; and whenever that opprefled people made the 
lead movement to adert their liberty, their tyrants darved them to 
death or fubmiffion. This may be called the mod perfed kind of 
political necefiity. 

From what has been faid, I think this uncontrovertible con- 
clufion may be deduced, that when a ruling date obliges a depend¬ 
ant date to take certain commodities from her alone, it is implied 
in the nature of that obligation ; is efientially requifite to give it 
the lead degree of judice; and is infeparably united with it, in 
order to preferve any fhare of freedom to the dependant date; 
that thofe commodities jhould never be loaded with duties, for the 

SOLE PURPOSE OF LEVYING MONEY ON THE DEPENDANT 

STATE. 
Upon the whole, the dngle quedion is, whether the parliament 

can legally impofe duties to be paid by the people of thefe colonies 

only, for the sole purpose of raising a revenue, on com¬ 

modities vuhicb jhe obliges us to take from her alone, or, in other 
words, whether the parliament can legally take money out of our 
pockets, without our confent. If they can, our boaded liberty is 
but 

Vox et prepterea nihil. 
A found and nothing elfe. 

A FARMER. 
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LETTER III. 

My dear Countrymen, IR E J OIC E to find that my two former letters to you, have 
been generally received with fo much favor by fuch of you, 
whole fentiments I have had an opportunity of knowing. 

Could you look into my heart, you would inftantly perceive a 
zealous attachment to your interefts, and a lively refentment of 
every infult and injury offered to you, to be the motives that 
have engaged me to addrefs you. 

I am no further concerned in any thing affecting America, than 
any one of you; and when liberty leaves it, I can quit it much 
more conveniently than moil of you : But while Divine Providence, 
that gave me exigence in a land of freedom, permits my head to 
think, my lips to fpeak, and my hand to move, I fhall fo highly 
and gratefully value the bleffmg received, as to take care, that my 
filence and inactivity fhali not give my implied affent to any aCt, 
degrading my brethren and myfelf from the birthright, wherewith 
heaven itlelf “ bath 7nade us free * A 

Sorry I am to learn, that there are fome few perfcns, who 
Jfhake their heads with folcmn motion, and pretend to wonder, 
what can be the meaning of thefe letters. “ Great-Britainf they 
fay, “ is too powerful to contend with; Hie is determined to op- 
prefs us ; it is in vain to fpeak of right on one fide, when there is 
power on the other; when we are ftrong enough to relift, we 
ff all attempt it; but now we are not ftrong enough, and therefore 
we had better be quiet; it fignifies nothing to convince us that our 
rights are invaded, when we cannot defend them ; and if we fliould 
get into riots and tumults about the late ad, it will only draw 
down heavier difpieafure upon us.” 

What can fuch men defign ? What do their grave obfervations 
amount to, but this-“ that thefe colonies, totally regardlefs of 
their liberties, fliould commit them, with humble refignation, to 
chance, time, and the tender mercies of minifters.” 

Are thele men ignorant, that ufurpations, which might have 
been fuccefsfully oppofed at firlt, acquire ftrength by continuance, 
and thus become irrefiftable ? Do they condemn the condudl of 
thefe colonies, concerning the Stamp-A3? Or have they forgot its 
fuccefsful iffue ? Ought the colonies at that time, inftead of aCling 
as they did, to have trufted for relief, to the fortuitous events of 
futurity? If it is needlefs “ to fpeak of rights” now, it was as 
needlefs then. If the behavior of the colonies was prudent and 
glorious then, and fuccefsful too j it will be equally prudent and 

glorious O 

* Gal. v. i. 



glorious to aft in the fame manner now, if our rights are equally 
invaded, and may be as fuccefsful. Therefore it becomes neceifary 
to enquire, whether “ our rights are invaded.’’ To talk of “ del 
fending” them, as if they could be no otherwife “ defended” than 
by arms is as much out of the way, as if a man having a choice 
of feveral roads to reach his journey’s end, thould prefer the word 
for no other reafon, but becaufe it is the worft. 

As to “ riots and tumults,” the gentlemen who are fo appre- 
henfive of them, are much miflaken, if they think, that grievan¬ 
ces cannot be redreffed without fuch afliilancc. 

I will now tell the gentlemen, what is “ the meaning of thefe 
letters.” The meaning of them is, to convince the people of thefe 
colonies, that they are at this moment expofed to the molt imminent 
dangers; and to perfuade them immediately, vigoroufly, and una- 
nimoufly, to exert themfelves, in the molt firm, but moft peaceable 
manner, for obtaining relief. r 

. The caui'e liberty is a caufe of too much dignity, to be M- 
lied by turbulence and tumult. It ought to be maintained in a 
manner fuitable to her nature. Thofe who engage in it, fhould 
breathe a fedate, yet fervent fpirit, animating them to aftions of 
prudence, juftice, modefty, bravery, humanity and magnanimity. 

To fuch a wonderful degree were the antient Spartans, as brave 
and free a people as ever exifted, infpired by this happy tempera- 
tuie of foul, that rejecting even in their battles the ufe of trumpets 
and other inftruments for exciting heat and rage, they marched up 
to fcenes of havock, and horror with the found of flutes, to the 
tunes of which their fteps kept pace ■“ exhibiting,” as Plutarch 

at once a terr^^e and delightful fight, and proceeding with 
a deliberate valor, full of hope and good aflurance, as if fome di¬ 
vinity had fenflbly aflilled them.” f 

I hope, my dear countrymen, that you will, in every colony, 
be upon your guard again ft thofe, who may at any time endeavor 
to far you up, under pretences of patriotifm, to any meafures dif- 
refpeftful to our Sovereign and our mother country. Hot, ralh, 
ddomerly proceedings, injure the reputation of a people, as to 
wimom, valor and virtue, without procuring them the leaft benefit. 
I pray GOD, that he may be pleafed to infpire vou and your 
poftenty, to the lateft ages, with a fpirit of which I have an 
mea, that I find a difficulty to exprefs. To exprefs it in the heft 
manner I can, I mean a fpirit, that fliall fo guide you, that it will 

f -irripoflible to determine whether an American s charafter is moft 
diftinguiftiable, for his loyalty to his Sovereign, his duty to his 
mother country, his love of freedom, or his affieftion for his na¬ 
tive foil. 

Every government at fome time or other falls into wrong mca- 

fures. 

* Plutarch in the life of Lycurgus, Archbi/hop Potter s Archaiologia Grieca, 
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fures. Thefe may proceed from miftake or paflion. But every 
fuch meafure does not dilfolve the obligation between the gover¬ 
nors and the governed. The miftake may be corrected ; the paf¬ 
fion may fubftde. It is the duty of the governed to endeavor 
to rectify the miftake, and to appeafe the paffion. They have not 
at firft any other right, than to reprefent their grievances, and to 
pray for redrefs, unlefs an emergence is fo prefling, as not to allow 
time for receiving an anfwer to their applications, which rarely 
happens. If their applications are difregarded, then that kind of 
ofipojition becomes juiliftable, which can be made without breaking 
the laws, or difturbing the public peace. 1 his confifts in the Prc~ 
mention of the op prefers reaping advantage from their opprejjions, and 
not in their punifhment. tor experience may teacn them, what 
reafon did not; and harfh methods cannot be proper, till milder 

ono6 have failed. . 
If at length it becomes undoubted, that an inveterate refolu- 

tion is formed to annihilate the liberties of the governed, the Eng- 

lijh hiftory affords frequent examples of reftftance by force. What 
particular circumftanc.es will in any future caie juftify fuc re- 
fiftanee, can never be afeertained, till they happen Perhaps it 
may be allowable to fay generally, that it never can be juftifiable, 
until the people are fully convinced, that any further iuo- 

miflion will be deftruftive to their happinefs. 
When the appeal is made to the fword, highly probable is it, 

that the punifhment will exceed the offence; and the calamities 

attending on war out-weigh thofe preceding it. e e con 1 era 
tions of^juftice and prudence, will always have great influence 

with good and wife men. . . . ,, , 
To*thefe refledions on this fubjeft, it remains to be added, 

and ought forever to be remembered, that reliftance, in the cafe 

of colonies againft their mother country, is. extremely cirierent 
from the refiftance of a people againft their prince. A nation may 
change their king,' or race of kings, and, retaining then antnnt 
form of government, be gainers by changing. 1 hus Great- 
Britain, under the illuftrious houfe of Brunswick, a houfe that 
feems to flourilh. for the happinefs of mankind, has found a felicity, 
unknown in the reigns of the St e-warts. But it once « aie it¬ 
erated from our mother country, what new form of government 
(hall we adopt, or where (hall we find another Britain, to iupply 
our lofs > Torn from the body, to which we are united b) it igion, 
liberty, laws, affeftions, relation, language and commerce, we 

mt b!rl"t-theryprVofperity of thefe provinces is founded in their 
dependance on Great Britain; and when ftie returns toi hei o\ 

.ood humour, and her old good nature, 
prelfes it, I hone they will always think it their duty ai.d inteie , 
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as it moft certainly will be, to promote her welfare by all the means 

in their power. . . . 
We cannot aft with too much caution m our diiputes. Anger 

produces anger; and differences, that might be accommodated by 
kind and reipeffful behavior, may, by imprudence, be enlarged 
to an incurable rage. In quarrels between countries, as well as 
in thofe between individuals, when they have rifen to a certain 
height, the hril caul'e of diffenlion is no longer remembered, the 
minds of the parties being wholly engaged in recolle&ing and re- 
fenting the mutual expreffions of their diliike. When feuds have 
reached that fatal point, all confiderations of reafon and equity 
vanifh; and a blind fury governs, or rather confounds all things. 
A people no longer regards their interell, but the gratification of 
their wrath. The fway of the * Cleons and Clodius's, the defignmg 
and deteliable flatterers of the prevailing pajjion, becomes con¬ 
firmed. Wife and good men in vain oppofe the florm, and may 
think themfelves fortunate, if, in attempting to preferve their un¬ 
grateful fellow citizens, they do not ruin themfelves. Their/ra- 
dence will be called bafenefs ; their moderation will be called guilt; 
and if their virtue does not lead them to deilrudbion, as that of 
many other great and excellent peTfons has done, they may fur- 
vive to receive from their expiring country the mournful glory o 
her acknowledgment, that their counfels, if regarded, would have 
£*aveci • 

The conftitutional modes of obtaining relief, are thofe which 
I wiih to fee purfued on the prefent occafion ; that is, by peti 
tions of our alfemblies, or where they are not permitted to meet, ot 

the people, to the powers that can afford us relief. 
We have an excellent prince, in whofe good difpofitrons towards 

us we may confide. We have a generous, fenfible and humane 
nation, to whom we may apply. They may be deceived. 1 hey 
mav, by artful men, be provoked to anger againft us. I ca 
believe they will be cruel or unjuft; or that their anger will be 
implacable.' Let us behave like dutiful children, who have re¬ 
ceived unmerited blows from a beloved parent. Let us complain 

to our parent; but let our complaints fpeak at the fame time e 

language of affliction and veneration. -ffVnrc 
If, however, it lhall happen, by an unfortunate courfe o, affairs, 

that our applications to his Majefty and the parliament for redrci^ 

prove ineffectual, let us then take another fief, bl . 
from Great-Britain all the advantages Ihe has been ufed t 
from us. Then let us try, if our ingenuity, indulby, and hu 
walitv will not give weight to our remonftrances. Let us all De 
St with onegfpirit, in one caufe. Let us -vent-^us 

* Cleon was a popular firebrand of AW, and Clodius of R mi; each ot 

whom plunged his country into the deepeft calamities. 

b 
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woffc-.-iei us lave-—let us, continually, keep up our claim 
and incefiantly repeat our complaints-But, above all let us 
implore the protedtionof that infinitely good and gracious being 
t by whom kings reign, and princes decree juftice.” S’ 

Nil defperandum. 

Nothing is to be defpaired of. 

+ Prov. viii. 15. 

A FAR M E R. 

LETTER IV. 

My dear Countrymen, 

N objeftion, I hear, has been made againft my fecond 
letter, which I would willingly clear up before I pro- 

,• ,. Cv'ct ' “ * ^ere >s»” Aay thefe objedlors, “ a material 
difference between the Stamf-Ja and the late aa for lavino ‘a 
fluty on paper, &fc. that juftifies the conduit of thofe who op- 
pofed the former, and yet^ are willing to fubmit to the latter. 

le duties impoiect Dy tne Stamp-Aa were internal taxes ; but the 
prelent are external, and therefore the parliament may have a risrht 
to lmpofe them.” ' h 

To this I an Aver, with a total denial of the power of parliament 
to lay upon thefe colonies any “ tax” whatever. 

This point, being To important to this, and to fucceedirm ve¬ 
nerations, I with to be clearly underllood. 

. To t}Je w°rd “ tax," I annex that meaning which the conftitu- 
tion and hi dory of England require to be annexed to it ; that is— 
that it is an impcfition on the Jubjett, for the foie burp ofe of levying 
money. J J * 

In the early ages of our monarchy, certain fervices were render¬ 
ed to the crown for the general good. Thefe were perfonal * : But, 

in 

* It is very worthy of remark, how watchful our wife anceflors were, left 
their fervices fhould be encreafed beyond what the law allowed. No man was 

hound to go out of the realm to ferve the King. Therefore, even in the con- 

juenng reign of Henry the fifth, when the martial fpirit of the nation was 
highly enflamed by the heroic courage of their Prince, and by his great fuc- 

cefs, they ftill carefully guarded againft the eftabliftiment of illegal fervices. 

When this point (lays Lord Chief Juftice Coke) concerning maintenance of 
Wars out of England, came in queftion, the commons did make their continual 

tlam of their antient freedom and birthright, as in the firft of Henry the Fifth 

and in the leventh of Henry the Fifth, See. the commons made a PROTEST* 

that they were not bound to the maintenance of war in Scotland, Ireland, Calice, 

France, 
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in procefs of time, fuch inftitutions being found inconvenient, 
gifts and grants of their own property were made by the people, 
under the feveral names of aids, tallages, talks, taxes and fubfi- 
dies, &c. Thefe were made, as may be collected even from the 
names, for public fervice upon “ need and neceflity f.” All thefe 
fums were levied upon the people by virtue of their voluntary 
gift J, Their defign was to fupport the national honor and inter eft* 
Some of thofe grants comprehended duties arifing from trade; 
being imports on merchandizes. Thefe Lord Chief Jurtice Coke 
clartfes under “ fubrtdies,” and “ parliamentary aids.” They 
are alfo called “ cuftoms.” But whatever the name was, they were 
always conrtdered as gifts of the people to the crown, to be employed 
for public ufes. 

Commerce was at a low ebb, and furprizing inrtances might 
be produced how little it was attended to for a fucceflion of ages. 
The terms that have been mentioned, and, among the rert, that 
of “ tax ft had obtained a national, parliamentary meaning, drawn 
from the principles of the conftitution, long before any Englijkman 
thought of impofttio?i of duties, for the regulation of trade. 

Whenever we fpeak of “ taxes” among Englijhmen, let us 

therefore fpeak of them with reference to the principles on which, 
and the intentions with which they have been eilablifhed. This 

C 2 will 

France, Normandy, or other foreign parts, and caufed their PRO TEST S to 
be entered into the parliament rolls, where they yet remain $ which, in ef- 
feft, agreeth with that which, upon like occafion, was made in the parlia¬ 

ment of 25th Edward I.” 2d Inft. p. 528. 
•f 4th Inft. p. 28. 
% Reges Angliae, nib'll tale, nifi convocatis primis crdinibus, et affentiente populc 

fufcipiunt. Phil. Comines. 2d Inf. 
Thefe gifts entirely depending on the pleafure of the donors, were propor¬ 

tioned to 'the abilities of the feveral ranks of people who gave, and were regu¬ 
lated by their opinion of the public neceftities. Thus Edward I. had in his 
1 ith year a thirtieth from the laity, a. twentieth from the clergy \ in his 226 

vear a tenth from the laity, a ftxih from London, and other corpoiate towns, 
half of their benefices from the clergy ; in his 23d year an eleventh from the baron* 

and others, a tenth from the clergy, a feventb from the burgejj’es, &c. Humes 

Hifi. of England. . 
The fame difference in the grants of the leveral ranks is obfervable in other 

reigns. . , f 
In the famous ftatute de tallagio non concedenao, the king enumerates the ?«.ve- 

ral clajjes, without whofe confenr, he and his heirs never fhouid fet or levy any 
tax'—(< nullum tallagium, *vel auxilium per ncs, vel hrxrcues nojit os in regno n pro 
ponatur feu levetur, fine voluntate et ajj'enju arcbiepifccporum, epijcop r'' ^ on.- it am, 

baronum, militum, burgenjium, et aliorum liberoruni com. de regno nofiio. p 1 

Edward I. . . , 
Lord Chief Juftice Coke, in his comment on thefe words, fays-— tor the 

quieting of the commons, and for a perpetual and confiant law J r eve- ajter, M 
in this and other like cases, this aft was made. i n ft words a > Pft4’ry 

WITHOUT ANY SCRUPLE, C-bfoluti, WITHOUT AN'. SAVING. 

Inft. p. 532, 333. Little did the venerable judge imagine, tnat other like 
ufa" would happen, in which the fpi.it of this law would be defpifed by 

Englijhmen, the pofterity of thofe who made i*-. 



will give certainty to our expreffion, and fafety to our conduct, r 
But if, when we have in view the liberty of thefe colonies, we 
proceed in any other courfe, we purfue a Juno || indeed, but lhall 
only catch a cloud. 

In the national, parliamentary fenfe infilled on, the word 
tax § was certainly underftood by the congrefs at Nenv-Yorky 

whole refolves may be laid to form the American “ bill of rights. ” 
The third, fourth, fifth, and fixth refolves, are thus expreifed. 

That it is tnjeparabiy ejjential to the freedom of* a people, 
and the undoubted right of Englijhmen, that #NO TAX be impofed 
cm them, but with their own content, piven perfonally, or by their 
reprefentatives.” 

IV. f That the people of the colonies are not, and from their 
local circumflances, cannot be reprefented in the houfe of commons 
in Great-Britain.” 

V. “ That the only reprefentatives of the people of the co¬ 
lonies, are the perfons chofen therein by themfelves; and that 
NO TAXES ever have been, or can be confiitutionally impofed 
on them, but by their refpebtive legiflatures.” 

VI. “ T hat all /applies to the crown, being free gifts of the 
people, it is unreafonable, and inconfijlent with the principles and 

J'pirit of the Britifh confiitution, for the people of Great-BritaSn to 
grant to his Majellv the property of the colonies.” 

Here is no diftindlion made between internal and external taxes. 
It is evident from the lhort realoning thrown into thefe refolves, 
that every impofition “ to grant to his Majefty the property of the 

colonieswas thought a “ tax;” and that every fuch impofition, if 
laid any other way, than “ with their confent, given perfonally, 
or by their reprefentatives,” was not only “ unreafonable, and in¬ 
continent with the principles and fpirit of the Britiff conilitution,” 
but deltrudtive “ to the freedom of a’people.” 

This language is clear and important. A “ tax” means an 
impofition to raife money. Such perfons therefore as fpeak of 
internal and external “taxes,” I pray may pardon me, if I ob- 
jeft to that expretiion, as applied to the privileges and interells of 
thefe colonies. There may be internal and external impositions, 

founded on different principles, and having different tendencies ; every 
“ tax” being an impofition, tho’ every impofition is not a “ tax.” 
But all taxes are founded on the fatne principle ; and have the fame 

tende?icy. Exter- 

f] The Goddefs of Empire, in the Heathen Mythology j according to an 
antient fable, Ixiort purfued her, hut /he efcaped in a cloud. 

^ In this fenfe Montefyuieu ufes the word “ tax,” in his 13th book of Spirit 

tf La<w$. 
* The rough draught of the refolves of the congrefs at Neiv-York are now in 

my hands, and from fome notes on that draught, and other particular reafons, 
I am fatisfied, that the congrefs underftood the word “ tax” in the fenfe here 

contended for. 
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External impofitions, for the regulation of our trade, do not 

(i grant to his Majefty the property of the coloniesThey only 
prevent the colonies acquiring property, in things not neceftary, in 
a manner judged to be injurious to the welfare of the whole em¬ 
pire. But the laft ftatute refpetting us, <£ grants to his Majefty 
the property of the coloniesby laying duties on the manufa&ures 
of Great-Britain which they must take, and which file fettled 
them, on purpofe that they should take. 

What * tax can be more internal than this? Here is money 
drawn, without their confent, from a fociety, who have conftantly 

enjoyed 

* It feems to be evident, that Mr. Pitt, in his defence of America, during 

the debate concerning the repeal of the Stamp-AS, by “ internal taxes,” meant 
any duties “ for the purpofe of raifing a revenue 5” and by “ external taxes,” 
meant duties impofed “ for the regulation of trade.” His expreffions are 
thefe—“ If the gentleman does not underftand the difference between internal 

and external taxes, I cannot help it 5 but there is a plain diftin&ion between 
taxes levied for the purposes of raising a revenue, and duties im¬ 
pofed for the regulation of trade, for the accommodation of the 

fubjedt ; altho’, in the conlequences, lome revenue might incidentally arife 

from the latter.” 
Thefe words were in Mr. Pitt's reply to Mr. Greenville, who faid he could 

not underftand the difference between external and internal taxes. 
In every other part of his fpeeches on that occaiion, his words confirm this 

conftru&ion of his expreffions. The following extrads will fiiew how pofidve 

and general were his afiertions of our right. 
££ It is my opinion that this kingdom has no right to lay a tax upon 

the colonies.”-“The Americans are the sons, not the bastards of Eng¬ 

land. Taxation is no part of the governing or legijlative power”.—-££ The 

taxes are a voluntary gift and grant of the commons alone. In legisla¬ 

tion the three eftates of the realm are alike concerned, but the concur¬ 
rence of the peers and the crown to a tax, is only neceflary to clofe with 
the form of a law. The gift and grant is of the commons alone.”— 

££ The iijlinElion between legislation and taxation is efj'entially necejjary 

to liberty."-££ The commons of America, reprefented in their feveral afl'em- 
blies, have ever been in poffeflion of the exercife of this their conftitutional 

right, of giving and granting their own money. 7'hey would have 

been SLAVES, if they bad not enjoyed it." ££ The idea of a virtual itpre- 
fentation of America in this houfe, is the mod contemptible idea that ever en¬ 

tered into the head of man_It doe's not deferve a ferious refutation.” 
He afterwards fiiews the unreafonablenefs of Great-Britain taxing America, 

thus-“ When I had the honor of ferving his Majefty, I availed myfelf of 
the means of information, which 1 derived from my office, 1 speak there¬ 

fore from knowledge. My materials were good. 1 was at pains to col¬ 

let!, to digejl, to confider them 5 and 1 will be bold to affirm, that the profit to 
Great-Britain from the trade of the colonies, through ail its branches, is two 

millions a year. This is the fund that carried you triumphantly through 
the laft war. The eftates that were rented at two ihouiand pounds a year, 
threefcore years ago, are three thouland pounds at preient. 1 hole eftates fold 
then from fifteen to eighteen years purchafe 5 the fame may now be fold for 

thirtv. You owe this to America. I his is the price Thai Ame¬ 
rica pays you for her protection. ’-‘k 1 dare not fay how much 

higher thefe profits may be augmented.”—-££ Upon the whole, 1 will beg leave 
to tell the houfe what is really my opinion 5 it is, that the Stamp-Act be re¬ 

pealed abfoiutely, totally, and immediately. That the reafon for the repeal be 

afiigned, becaufe it was founded on an erroneous principle. 



enjoyed a conftitutional mode of raifmg all money among them- 
felves. The payment of this tax they have no poffible method of 
avoiding; as they cannot do without the commodities on which it 
is laid, and they cannot manufacture thefe commodities themfelves. 
Befides, if this unhappy country fhould be fo lucky as to elude 
this att, by getting parchment enough, in the place of paper, or 
by reviving the antient method of writing on wax and bark, and 
by inventing fomething to ferve inftead of glafs, her ingenuity 
would Hand her in little head ; for then the parliament would 
have nothing to do but to prohibit fuch manufactures, or to lay a 
tax on hats and *woollen cloths, which they have already prohibited 
the colonies from fupplying each other with ; or on inflruments and 
tools of feel and iro?i, which they have prohibited the provincials 
from ?na?iufatturing at all f : And then, what little gold and filver 
they have, mult be torn from their hands, or they will not be able, 
in a fhort time, to get an ax J, for cutting their firewood, nor a 
plough, for raifmg their food. In what refpeCl, therefore, I beg 
leave to afk, is the late aCt preferable to the Stamp-Adi, or more 
confident with the liberties of the colonies ? For my own part, I 
regard them both with equal apprehenfion ; and think they ought 
to be in the fame manner oppofed. 

Habemus quidem fenatus conjultum,--ta?iqua?n gladium i?i 

cvagina repoftum. 
We have a ftatute, laid up for future ufe, like a fword in 

the fcabbard. 

A FARMER. 

•f iC And that pig and bar iron, made in his Majefty’s colonies in America, 

may be further manufactured in this kingdom, be it further en¬ 

acted by the authority aforefaid, that from and after the twenty-fourth day of 
June, 1750, no mill, or other engine, for fitting or rolling of iron, or any plating 

forge, to work with a tilt hammer, or any furnace for making feel, /liall be ereft- 

ed 5 or, after fuch ere&ion, continued in any of his Majesty’s colo¬ 

nies in America.” 23d George JI. Chap. 29, Se£t. 9. 
X Tho’ thefe particulars are mentioned as being abfoJutely neceflary, yet per¬ 

haps they are not more fo than glafs in our fevere winters, to keep out the cold 

from our houfes 5 or than paper, without which fuch inexpreflible confufions 

mu ft enfue. 
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letter v. 
My dear Countrymen, PERHAPS the obje&ion to the late aft, impolitic duties 

upon paper, lAc. might have been fafely relied on the arou 

ment drawn from the univerfal conduit of parliaments and 
mmtllers, from the firft exillence of thefe colonies, to the admim 
ftration of Mr. Green-ville. aamtm- 

WhviT but the mdilputable, the acknowledged exclufive right of 
the colonies to tax themfelves, could be the reafon, that in this 
long period of more than one hundred and fifty years, no llatute 
was ever palled for the foie purpofe of raifing a revenue on the co¬ 
lonies ? And how clear, how cogent mult that reafon be, to which 
every parliament, and every minilter, for fo long a time fubmitted 
without a ftngle attempt to innovate ? ’ 

. England, in part of that courfe of years, and Great-Britain, 
in other parts, was engaged in feveral fierce and expenfive wars ■ 
troubled with fome tumultuous and bold parliaments; governed 
by many daring and wicked miniiters ; yet none of them ever ven¬ 
tured to touch the Palladium ol American liberty. Ambition, ava¬ 
rice, fadtion, tyranny, all revered it. Whenever it was nec’eifary 
to raife money on the colonies, the requifitions of the crown were 
made, and dutifully complied with. The parliament, from time 
to time, regulated their trade, and that of the relt of the empire," 
to preferve their dependence, and the connexion of the whole in 
good order. 

The people of Great-Britain, in fupport of their privileges, 
fcoaft much of their antiquity. It is true they are antient • yet it 
may well be queftioned, if there is a fingle privilege of a Bntijb 

fubjett, fupported by longer, more folemn, or more uninterrupted 
teftimony, than the exclulive right of taxation in thefe colonies. 
1 he people of 'Great-Britain confider that kingdom as the fovereio-n 
of thefe colonies, and would now annex to that fovereignty a pre¬ 
rogative never heard of before. How would they bear this, was 
the caie their own ? What would they think of a neav prerogative 
Claimed by the crown ? We may guels what their conduct would 
be, irom the tranfports of palTion into which they fell about the 
late emoargo, tho’ laid to relieve the moft emergent neceffities of 
hate, admitting ol no delay ; and for which there were numerous' 
precedents. Let our liberties be treated with the fame tendernefs, 

and it is all we defire. 

Explicit as the conduct of parliaments, for fo many ao-es, is, 
to prove that no money can be levied on thefe colonies by^parlia- 
ment, for the purpofe of raifing a revenue, yet it is not the only 
evidence in our favor. Every 



Every one of the moft material arguments againft' the legality 
of the Stamp-Aft, operates with equal force againft the aft now 
objefted to ; but as they are well known, it feems unneceffary to 

repeat them here. 
This .general one only fhall be confidered at prefent: That 

tho’ thefe colonies are dependent on Great-Britain; and tho’ fhe 
has a legal power to make laws for preferving that dependence; 
yet it is not neceffary for this purpofe, nor effential to the relation 
between a mother country and her colonies, as was eagerly con¬ 
tended by the advocates for the Stamp-Ad, that fhe Ihould raife 

money on them without their confent. 
Colonies were formerly planted by warlike nations, to keep 

their enemies in awn ; to relieve their country, overburthened with 
inhabitants ; or to difeharge a number of difeontented and trou- 
blefome citizens. But in more modern ages, the fpiiit of violence 
being, in fome meafure, if the expreffion may be allowed, fheath- 
ed in commerce, colonies have been fettled by the nations of Eu¬ 

rope for the purpofes of trade. Thefe purpofes were to be attain¬ 
ed by the colonies railing tor their mother country thole things 
which Die did not produce herfelf; and by fupplying themfelves 
from her with things they wanted. . Thefe were the national objeds 

in the commencement of our colonies, ana have been uniformly lo 

in their promotion. 
To anfwer thefe grand purpofes, perfed liberty was known to 

be neceffary; all hiftory proving, that trade and freedom are near- 
ly related to each other. By a due regard to this wife ana juft 
plan, the infant colonies, expofed in the unknown climates and 
unexplored wilderneffes of this new world, lived, grew, ana flou- 

"the parent country, with undeviating prudence and virtue, at¬ 
tentive to the firft principles of colonization drew to herfelf the 
benefits (lie might reafonably expeft, and preferved to her childien 
the bleffings, on which thofe benefits were founded, -he made 
laws, obliging her colonies to carry to her all thofe products winch 
ihe wanted for her own ufe ; and all thole raw materials which (lie 
chofe herfelf to work up. Befides this reftndion (lie forbad them 
to procure manufadures from any other part of the globe.or even 
the" pro duds of European countries, which alone could rival her, 
without being firft brought to her. In fhort, by a variety of laws, 
Ihe regulated their trade* in fuch a manner as Ihe thought nioft con¬ 
ducive to their mutual advantage, and her own welfare. A power 
was referved to the crown of repealing any laws that Ihould be cn- X: The authority of government was al o Mged n 

the crown, and its reprefentatives; and .“ ^"knuftice 
th. rrown from all judgments m the admimftration of julticc. 

For aH th^fe powers, eftablifhed by the mother country over 

die colonies; for all thefe immenfe emoluments dernec ) 
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from them ; for all their difficulties and diflrelfes in fixing them- 
felves, what was the recompence made them ? A communication of 
her rights in general, and particularly of that great one, the foun¬ 
dation of all the reft——that their property, acquired with fo much 
pain and hazard, fhould be difpoled of by none but * themfelves— 
or, to ufe the beautiful and emphatic language of the facred fcrip- 
tures f, iC that they fhouid fit every man under his vine, and under 
his fig-tree, and none should make them afraid.5’ 

Can any man of candor and knowledge deny, that thefe in- 
ftitutions form an affinity between Great-Britain and her colonies, 
that Efficiently fecures their dependence upon her ? Or that for her 
to levy taxes upon them, is to reverie the nature of things ? Or 
that fhe can purfue fuch a meafure, without reducing them to a 
date of vafifalage ? 

If any perfon cannot conceive the fupremacy of Great-Britain 

to exift, without the power of laying taxes to levy money upon 
us, the hiftory of the colonics, and of Great-Britain, fince their 
fettlement, will prove the contrary. He will there find the amaz¬ 
ing advantages arifing to her from them-the conftant exercife of 
her fupremacy—and their filial iubmiilion to it, without a fingle 
rebellion, or even the thought of one, from their firit emigration 
to this moment-And all thefe things have happened, without 
one inftance of Great-Britain $ laying taxes to levy money upon 

them. 
How many % Britijh authors have demonftratcd, that the pre¬ 

fen t wealth, power and glory of their country, are founded upon 
D tliele 

* “ The power of taxing themfelves, was the privilege of which the EngliJJ? 

were, with reason, particularly jealousHumes Hijl. of England. 

■f Mic. iv. 4. 
X It has been faid in the Hoafe of Commons, when complaints have been 

made of the decay of trade to any part of Europe, “ That fuch things were not 
worth regard, as Great-Britain was poftefled of colonies that could coniume 

more of her manufactures than fhe was able to fupply them with. 
“ As the cafe now ftands, we fhall /hew that the plantations are a fpring of 

•wealth to this nation, that they work for us, that their treasure centers 

all here, and that the laws have tied them tail enough to us j fo that it 

mult be through our own fault and mifmanagement, it they become inde¬ 

pendent of EnglandDavenant on the Plantation Trade. 

(i It is better that the iflands /hould be fupplied trom the Northern Colonies 
than from England; for this reafon, the provifions we might lend to Barbados, 
Jamaica, &c. would be unimproved prcdudt of the earth, as grain ol all kinds, 
or fuch produd where there is little got by the improvement, as malt, fait 

beef and pork j indeed the exportation of fait fi/h thither would be more ad¬ 
vantageous, but the goods which we fend to the Nortbein Colonies, aie luch, 
whofe improvement may be juftly laid, one with another, to be ne-i J'ou> ffths 

of the value of the whole commodity, as apparel, houfhuld furniture, and many 

other things.” Idem. 
“ New-England is the moft prejudicial plantation to the kingdom of Eng¬ 

land', and yet, to do vight to that moft induflrious Englifi colony, I muftconfefs, 

that though we lofe by their unlimited trade with other foreign plantations, jet 
, Wfc 



thefe colonies ? As conftantlyas ftreams tend to tHe ocean, have they 
been pouring the fruits of all their labors into their mother’s lap. 
Good heaven ! and ihall a total oblivion of former tenderneffes 
and blellmgs, be fpread over the minds of a good and wife nation, 
by the iordid arts of intriguing men, who, covering their felhlh 
projects under pretences of public good, firil enrage their country¬ 
men into a frenzy of paflion, and then advance their own influence 
and interefl, by gratifying the paflion, which they themfelves have 
bafely excited. 

Hitherto 

we are very great gainers by their direct trade to and from Old England. Our 

yearly exportations of Englijh manufactures, malt and other goods, from hence 
thither, amounting, in my opinion, to ten tunes the value of what is imported 
from thence j which calculation I do not make at random, but upon mature 

confderation, and, peradventure, upon as much experience in this very trade, as any 
other perfon will pretend to $ and therefore, whenever reformation of our cor- 

refpondency in trade with that people /hall be thought on, it will, in my poor 
judgment, require great tendernrss, and very serious circum¬ 

spection.” Sir Josiah Child’j Difcourfe on Trade. 

“ Our plantations fpend moftly our Englijh manufactures, and thofe of all 

forts almojl imaginable, in egregious quantities) and employ near two thirds of all 
cur Englilh Jh ip ping ; fo that we have more people in England) by reafon of our 
plantations in Aikericad' Idem. 

Sir Josiah Chj ld fays, in another part of his work, <l That not more than 
fifty families are maintained in England by the refining of fugar.” From whence, 

and from what Davenant fays, it is plain, that the advantages here faid to be 

derived from the plantations by England) rnu/t be meant chiefly of the conti¬ 
nental colonies. 

<( I fhall fum up my whole remarks on our American colonies, with this ob¬ 

servation, that as they are a certain annual revenue of several millions 

sterling to their mother country, they ought carefully to be protected, duly 

encouraged, and every opportunity that prefents, improved for their increment 
and advantage, as every one they can poflibly reap, muft at laft return to us 

with interefl.” Beawes's Lex Merc. Red. 
“ We may fafely advance, that our trade and navigation are greatly encreafed 

hy our colonies, and that they really are a fource of treafure and naval power to 

this kingdom, fince they work for us, and their treasure centers 

were. Before their fettlement, our manufactures were few, and thofe but in¬ 

different ; the number of Englijh merchants very (mall, and the whole /hip¬ 

ping of the nation much inferior to what now belongs to the Northern Colonies 
only. Thefe arc certain falls. But fince their effabli/hment, our condition has 

altered for the belter, almoft to a degree beyond credibility.---Our manufac¬ 

tures are prodigioufly encreafed, chiefly by the demand for them in the plan¬ 

tations, where they at least take off one half, and fupply us with 

many valuable commodities for exportation, which is as great an emolument to 

the mother kingdom, as to the plantations themfelves.” 
PosTLETHWAYT’i Univ. DIB. of Trade and Commerce. 

*< Mod of the nations of Europe have interfered with us, more or lefs, iri 

divers of our Annie manufactures, within half a century, not only in our wool¬ 

len, but in our lead and tin manufactures, as well as our fi/heries.” 
Postlethwayt, ibid. 

iC The inhabitants of our colonies, by carrying on a trade with their foreign 

neighbours) do not only occaflon a greater quantity of the goods and merchandizes of 

Europe being fent from hence to them.) and a greater quantity of the produCt of 

America to be fent from them hither, which would etberwife be carried from, 
and 



[ 27 ] 
Hi therto Great-Britain has been contented with her pro- 

fperity. Moderation has been the rule of her conduCt. But now, 
a generous humane people, that fo often has protected the liberty of 
grangers, is enflamed into an attempt to tear a privilege from her 
own children, which, if executed, mull, in their opinion, fink 
them into Haves : And for what ? For a pernicious power, not 
necehary to her, as her own experience may convince her; but 
horribly dreadful and detellable to them. 

D 2 It 

and brought to Europe by foreigners, but an increafe of the feamen and naviga¬ 
tion in thofe parts, which is of great ftrength and fecurity, as well as of great 

advantage to our plantations in general. And though feme of our colonies are not 
only for preventing the importations of all goods of the fame fpecies they produce, 
but fuffer particular planters to keep great runs of land in their pojjejfion unculti¬ 
vated, with aefign to prevent new fettlements, whereby they imagine the prices 

of their commodities may be affeCted j yet if it be confidered, that the markets 
of Great-Britain depend on the markets of all Europe in general, and that the 
European markets in general depend on the proportion between the annual con func¬ 

tion and the whole quantity of each fpecies annually produced by all nations : it 
muft follow, that whether we or foieigners are the producers, carriers, import¬ 
ers and exporters of American produce, yet their refpettive prices in each colony 

(the difference of freight, cuiloms and importations confidered) will always bear 
proportion to the general confuniption of the whole quantity of each fort, produced 

ih all colonies, and in all parts, allowing only lor ;he uiuai contingent les tnat 
trade and commerce, agriculture and manufactures, are liable to in all coun- 
trJes>” PoSTLETHWAYT, ibid. 

« It is certain, that from the very time Sir Walter Raleigh, the father of our 

Ffiglifh colonies, and his aflbeiates, firft projected tl-iefe etfabliffainents, there 
Have been perfons who have found an intereft, in mfreprefenting, or lefiening 
the value of them-The attempts were called chimerical and dangerous. 
Afterwards many malignant fuggeftions were made about iacrfficing fo many 

Englifhm.en to the obftinnte defire of fettling colonies in countries which then 
produced very little advantage. But as thefe difficulties were gradually fur- 

mounted, thofe complaints vaniffied. No fobrter were thefe lamentations over, 
but others arofe in their ffead; when it could be no longer fan), that the colonies 

were ufelcfs, it was alledged that they were not ufeful enough to their mother 
country ; that while we were loaded with taxes, they were abfoluteiy net j 

that the planters lived like princes, while the inhabitants of England laboured 

hard for a tolerable fubfiffence.” PostLethw a\ t, ilia. 
<( Before the fettlement of thefe colonies, fays Pofletbwayt, “ our manu¬ 

factures were few, and thofe but indifferent. In thoie days we had not only 
our naval ftores, but our fhips from our neighbours. Germany furniffied us with 
all things made of metal, even to nails. Wine, paper, linens, and a thonfand 

other things, came from France. Portugal fupplied us with fugai j al. the 
oroduCts of America were poured into us from Spain j and the Venetians and Gc- 

noefe retailed to us the commodities of the Eaft-Indies, at their own piuc. 
“ If it be alked, whether foreigners, for what goods they take of us, do not 

pay on that confuniption a great portion of our taxes ? It is admitted they do. 
POSTLETHWAYT S (jYCOt-ISyit GW S J T Ut. ajJV/; 1172* 

« if we are afraid that one day or other the colonics will revolt, and fee up 

for themfelvcs, as fome feem to apprehend, Ictus net drive them to a to 
feel themfelves independent of us; as theywill do, ;hernomeKt they perceive 

that THEY CAN BE SUPPLIED ft'h L /;L1' \ : 1A V °S 
W IE ll IN THEMSELVES, and do not need bur afh(ranee. lr we would 

keep them ftill dependent upon their mother country, and, in !omc refperts, 
r * JubJervieut 
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It Teems extremely probable, that when cool, difpaffionate po- 

lierity, fhail conlider the afte&ionate intercourfe, the reciprocal 
benefits, and the unlafpefting confidence, that have fubffted be- 
tVvcen thefe colonies and theii* parent country, for fuch a length of 

time, 

fubfe, •vient to her views and welfare $ let us make it their interest always to 
be lo. r-p ct j 

t< ^ • . Iucker on lrade. 
ur co onies, while they have Englijh blood in their veins, and have re- 

ations in England, and while they can get by trading with us, 

the Jtronger and greater they grow, the more this crown and kingdom will get by 

t era j avid nothing but fuch an arbitrary power as fhail make them defperate, 

Ca”< t^Cm t0 re^e^” Davenant on the Plantation Trade. 
I he Northern colonies are not upon the fame footing as thofe of the 

* outh ; and having a worfe foil to improve, they muft find the recompence 

ome other way, which only can be in property and dominion : Upon which 

core, any innovations in the form of government there, fhould be cauti- 
oufly examined, for fear of entering upon meafures, by which the induftry 

of the inhabitants be quite difcouraged. ’Tis always unfortunate for 

a people, either by consent, or upon compulsion, to depart from their 

primitive institutions, and those fundamentals, by which they 
were first united together.” Idem. 

„ rnoft effedlual way of uniting the colonies, is to make it their common 
intereft to oppofe the defigns and attempts of Great-Britain. 

“ All wife ft-ates will well conlider how to prefervethe advantages arifing from 
colonies, and avoid the evils. And I conceive that there can be but two ways 

in nature to hinder them from throwing off their dependence $ one, to keep it 
out of their power, and the other, out of their will. The firfi muft be by force y 
and the latter, by ufing them well, and keeping them employed in fuch produc¬ 

tions, and making fuch manufactures, as will fupport themfelves and families 

comfortably, and procure them wealth too, and at leaft not prejudice their mother 
country. 

J 

“ Force can never be ufed effectually to anfwer the end, without dejlroying the 
colonies themfelves. Liberty and encouragement are neceffary to carry people 
thither, and to keep them together when they are there ; and violence will hin¬ 

der both. Any body of troops, confiderable enough to awe them, and keep them 

in fubjeCtion, under the direction too of a needy governor, often fent thither to 
make his fortune, and at fuch a diftance from any application for redrefs, will 
foon put an end to all planting, and leave the country to the foldiers alone, and 
if it did not, would eat up all the profit of the colony. For this realon, arbitrary 

countries have not been equally fuccefsful in planting colonies with free ones j 
and what they have done in that kind, has either been by force, at a vaft ex¬ 

pence, or by departing from the nature of their government, and giving fuch privi- 
vileges to planters as were denied to their other fubjetts. And I dare fay, that a few 

prudent laws, and a little prudent conduCt, would foon give us far the greateft 

fhare of the riches of all America, perhaps drive many of other nations out of 
it, o-r into our colonies for fhelter. 

“ There are Jo many exigencies in ail ftates, fo many foreign wars, and domeftic di- 
ffurbancesy that thefe colonies can never want opportunities, if they 

watch for them, to do what they Jhall find their interefi to do j and therefore we 
ought to take all the precautions in our power, that it fhail never be their in- 

ierefi to aCt againft that of their native country j an evil which can no other- 

wile be averted, than by keeping them fully employed in fuch trades as will in- 
creafe their own, as well as our wealth j for it is much to be feared, if we do not 

find employment for them, they may find it for us j the intereft of the mother 
country, is always to keep them dependent, and fo employed j and it requires 
all her addrefs to do it ; and it is certainly more eafily and ejfcflually done by 

gentle and infenfihle methods, than by power alone.” Cato 's Letters. 
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time, they will execrate, with the bittereft curfes, the infamous 
memory of thofe men, whofe peftilential ambition unnecefTarily, 
wantonly, cruelly, frit opened the fources of civil difcord between 
them; firft turned their love into £aloufy; and firft taught thefe 
provinces, filled with grief and anxiety, to enquire- 

Mens ubi materna eft ? 

Where is maternal affe&ion ? 
A FARMER. 

letter VI. 

My dear Countrymen, iT may perhaps be objected againft the arguments that have 
been offered to the public, concerning the legal power of the 
parliament, that it has always exercifed the power of impofing 

duties, for the purpofes of raifing a revenue on the productions of 
thefe colonies carried to Great-Britain, which may be called a tax 
on them.” To this objection I anfwer, that this is no violation of 
the rights of the colonies, it being implied in the relation between 
them °and Great-Britain, that they ihould not carry fuch commo¬ 
dities to other nations, as ihould enable them to interfere with the 
mother country. The impofition of duties on thefe commodities, 
when brought to her, is only a confequence of her parental right; 
and if the point is thoroughly examined, the duties will be found 
to be laid on the people of the mother country. Whatever they 
are, they muft proportion ably raife the price of the goods, and 
confequently muft be paid by the confumers. In this light they 
were conftdered by the parliament in the 2^'th Charles II. Chap, y, 
Sea. 2, which fays, that the productions of the plantations were 
carried from one to another free from all cuftoms, “ while the fub- 
ieCts of this your kingdom of England have paid great cujiotns atid 

imp oft ions for what of them ha-ue been spent HERE,” i3c. 

Besides, if 'Great-Britain exports thefe commodities again, the 
duties will injure her own trade, fo that Hie cannot hurt us, with¬ 
out plainly and immediately hurting herfelf; and this is our cheer: 

againft her aCting arbitrarily in this reipeCI. 
* It may be perhaps further obje&ed, “ that it being granted 

that ftatutes made for regulating trade, are binding upon us, it 
will 

* If any one ihould obfcrve that no oppoiition fas been made to the legality 

of the 4th Geo. III. Chap. 15, which is the First aft of parliament that ever 
impofed duties on the importations into America, for the exprejjed purpofe of 

,iifing a revenue there; 1 anfwer—-Firft, That tho’ the ad exprefly mentions 
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will be difficult for any perfons, but the makers of the laws, to 
determine, which of them are made for the regulating of trade, 
and which for raifing a revenue; and that from hence may arife 
confufion.” 

To this I anfwer, that the objeftion is of no force in the prefent 
cafe, or fuch as refemble it; becaufe the aft now in queftion, is 
formedexprefly for the sole purpose of raising a revenue. 

However, fuppofmg the defign of parliament had not been 
expreffect, the objection feems to me of no weight, with regard to 
the influence which thofe who may make it, might expeft it ought 
to have on the conduft of thefe colonies. 

It is true, that impojitions for raifing a revenue, may be here¬ 
after called regulations of trade : But names will not change the 
nature of' things. Indeed we ought firmly to believe, what is an 
undoubted truth, confirmed by the unhappy experience of many 
ftates heretofore free, that unless the most watchful at¬ 

tention BE EXERTED, A NEW SERVITUDE MAY BE SLIPPED 

UPON US, UNDER THE SANCTION OF USUAL AND RESPECTA¬ 

BLE TERMS. 

Thus the Ccefars ruined the Roman liberty, under the titles of 
tribunicial and diBaiorial authorities—old and venerable dignities, 
known in the mo ft flourifhing times of freedom. In imitation of 
the fame policy, James II. when he meant to eftabliflt popery, talked 

of liberty of confcience, the moft facred of all liberties; and had 
thereby almoft deceived the Diflenters into deftruftion. 

All artful rulers, who ftrive to extend their power beyond its 
juft limits, endeavor to give to their attempts as much femblance 

of 

the raifing a revenue in America, yet it feems that it had as much in view the 
(( improving and fecuring the trade between the fame and Great-Britain,” 

which words are part of its title : And the preamble fays, “ Whereas it is ex¬ 

pedient that new provifions and regulations fhould be eftablifhed for improving 
the revenue of this kingdom, and for extending and fecuring the navigation and 
commerce between Great-Britain and your Majefys dominions in America, which 

bv the peace have been' fo happily extended and enlarged,” &c. Secondly, All 
the duties mentioned in that aft are impofed folely on the produBions and manu¬ 

factures of foreign countries, and not a fingle duty laid on any produftion or manu¬ 
facture of our mother country. Thirdly, The authority ot the provincial af- 

femblies is not therein fo plainly attacked as by the laft aft, which makes pro- 

vifion for defraying the charges of the " adminiftration of juftice,” and “ the 
fupport of civil government.” Fourthly, That it being doubtful, whether the 

intention of the 4th Geo. III. Chap. 15, was not as much to regulate trade, as to 

ra-fe a revenue, the minds of the people here were wholly engrofled by the terror 
of the Stamp-AB, then impending over them, about the intention of which 

thorp could be Tio doubt• . . . ^ n 
Thefe reafoRS fo far diftinguidi the 4th Geo. III. Chap. 15, from the lad aft, 

that it is not to be wondered at, that the fird fliould have been fubmitted to, 
,u > iaa diould excite the mod univerfal and fpirited oppofition. For this 

will be found, on the drifted examination, to be:, in the fnmiple on which it 

^ founded, and in the conjequcr.cee that mud attend tt, .( podtblc, more dedruc- 

rive than the Stamp-All. It is, to fpeak pla.nly, a prod.gy in outlaws; not 

having one Britifi feature. 
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of legality as poffible. Thofe who fucceed them may venture to 
o-o a little further ; for each new encroachment will be llreno-th- 
ened by a former. “ f That which is now fupported by examples, 
grpwing old, will become an example itfelf,” and thus fupport 
frefh ufurpations. 

A free people therefore can never be too quick in obferving, 
nor too firm in oppofmg the beginnings of alteration either in 
form or reality, refpedling inllitutions formed for their fecurity. 
The Aril kind of alteration leads to the laft: Yet, on the other 
hand, nothing is more certain, than that the forms of liberty may 
be retained, when the J'ubjlance is gone. In government, as well 
as in religion, “ The letter killeth, but the fpirit giveth life J.M 

I will beg leave to enforce this remark by a few inftances. 
The crown, by the conftitution, has the prerogative of creating 
peers. The exigence of that order, in due number and dignity, 
is effential to the confiitution ; and if the crown did not exercife 
that prerogative, the peerage mud have long fince decreafed fo 
much as to have loft its proper influence. Suppofe a prince, for 
fome unjuft purpofes, fhould, from time to time, advance fo many 
needy, profligate wretches to that rank, that all the independence 
of the houfe of lords fhould be deftroyed; there would then be a 
manifeft violation of the conftitution, under the appearance of ufng 

legal prerogative. 

The houfe of commons claims the privilege of forming all mo¬ 
ney bills, and will not fuffer either of the other branches of the 
legiflature to add to, or alter them ; contending that their power 
Amply extends to an acceptance or rejedlion of them. This pri¬ 
vilege appears to be juft : But under pretence of this juft privilege, 
the houfe of commons has claimed a licence of tacking to money 
bills, claufes relating to things of a totally different kind, and 
thus forcing them in a manner on the king and lords. This feems 
to be an abufe of that privilege, and it may be vaftly more abu- 
fed. Suppofe a future houfe, influenced by fome difplaced, difeon- 
tented demagogues—in a time of danger, fhould tack to a money 
bill, fomething fo injurious to the king and peers, that they would 
not aflent to it, and yet the commons fhould obftinately infill on 
it; the whole kingdom would be expofed to ruin by them, under 

the appearance of maintaining a valuable privilege. 

In thefe cafes it might be difficult for a while to determine, 
whether the king intended to exercife his prerogative in a confti- 
tutional manner or not; or whether the commons infilled on their 
demand fadtioufly, or for the public good : But furely the condudl 
of the crown, or of the houfe, would in time fufficiently explain 

itfelf. 
Ought not the people therefore to watch? to obferve fadts ? 

to fearch into caufes ? to inveftigate defigns ? And have they not a 
right 

f Tacitus. | 2 Cor. Hi. 6. 
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right of judging from the evidence before them, on no {lighter 
points than their liberty and happinefs ? It would be lefs than tri¬ 
fling, wherever a Britijb government is eftablifhed, to make ufe of 
any arguments to prove l'uch a right. It is fuflicient to remind 
the reader of the day, on the anniverfary of which the firfl of 
thefe letters is dated. 

I will now apply what has been faid to the prefent queftion. 
The nature of any impofltions laid by parliament on thefe co¬ 

lonies, mull: determine the defign in laying them. It may not 
be eafy in every inllance to dilcover that defign. Wherever it is 
doubtful, I think fubmiflion cannot be dangerous ; nay, it mult 
be right; for, in my opinion, there is no privilege thefe colonies 
claim, which they ought in duty and prudence more earnellly to 
maintain and defend, than the authority of the Britijb parliament 
to regulate the trade of all her dominions. Without this autho¬ 
rity, the benefits fhe enjoys from our commerce, mult be lolt to 
her : The bleflings we enjoy from our dependence upon her, mult 
be lolt to us. Her ftrength mult decay; her glory vanilh ; and 
Ihe cannot fuffer without our partaking in her misfortune. Let 

us therefore cherijh her inter efts as our own, and gave her every 

thing, that it becomes freemen to give or to receive. 
The nature of any impofltions lhe may lay upon us may, in 

general, be known, by conlidering how far they relate to the pre- 
ferving, in due order, the conne&ion between the feveral parts of 
the Britijb empire. One thing we may be allured of, which is 
this-Whenever lhe impofes duties on commodities, to be paid 
only upon their exportation from Great-Britain to thefe colonies, 
it is not a regulation of trade, but a defign to raife a revenue up¬ 
on us. Other inftances may happen, which it may not be necef- 
fary at prefent to dwell on. I hope thefe colonies will never, to 
their lateft exiflence, want underftanding fuflicient to difeover the 
intentions of thole who rule over them, nor the refolution neceflary 
for alferting their interefls. They will always have the fame rights, 
that all free Hates have, of judging when their privileges are in¬ 
vaded, and of ufing all prudent meafures for preferving them. 

iftuo circa vivite fortes 

Fortiaque adverfts opponite petiora rebus. 
Wherefore keep up your fpirits, and gallantly oppofe 

this adverfe courfe of affairs. 

A FARMER. 

LET- 
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LETTER VII. 

My dear Countrymen, 

HIS letter is intended more particularly for fuch of you* 
whofe employments in life may have prevented your at- 

1 tending to the confideration of fome points that are of 
great and public importance: For many fuch perfons there mult be 
even in thefe colonies, where the inhabitants in general are more 
intelligent than any other people whatever, as has been remarked 

bv ftrangers, and it feems with reafon. 
' Some of you, perhaps, filled, as I know your breafts are, with 

loyalty to our molt excellent Prince, and with love to our dear 
mother country, may feel yourfelves inclined, by the afFedtions of 
your hearts, to approve every aftion of thole whom you io much 
venerate and efteem. A prejudice thus flowing from goodnefs of 
difpofition, is amiable indeed. I wifh it could be indulged with¬ 
out danger. Did I think this polfible, the error lhould have been 
adopted, and not oppofed by me. But in truth, all men are lub- 
je& to the frailties of nature; and therefore whatever regard we 
entertain for the perjons of thofe who govern us, we fhould always 
remember that their conduct, as rulers, may be influenced oy 

human infirmities. 
When any laws, injurious to thefe colonies, are palled, we 

cannot fuppofe, that any injury was intended us by his IWajelly, or 
Lie Lords. For the allent of tire crown and peers to iuws, icems, 
as far as I am able to judge, to have been veiled in them, more for 
their own fecurity, than for any other purpofe. On the other 
hand, it is the particular bulinefs of the people, to enquire and 
difeover what regulations are ufeiul for them (elves, and to digelt 
and prefent them in the form of bills, to the other orders, to have 
them enacted into laws. Where thele laws arc to bind tbemjtlyes, 
it may be expected, that the houfe of commons will very carefully 
confider them : But when they are making laws that are notdefign- 
ed to bind themfelnjes, we cannot imagine that their deliberations 

will be as * cautious and fcrupulous, as in their own cafe. 
£ I AM 

* Many remarkable inftances might be produced of the extraordinary inat¬ 

tention with which bills of great importance, concerning thefe colonies 

have paffed in parliament j which is owing, as it is fuppofed, to the bills being 
brought in by the perfons who have points to carry, fo artfully framed, that it 

is not eafy for the members in general, in the haftc of bufinefs, to difeover 

1 hThTo 1 lowing inftances Ihew the truth of this remark. When Mr. Green¬ 

ville, in the violence of reformation, formed the 4th Geo. IJI-tor 

regulating the American trade, the word “ Inland was diopt m the ' 
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I am told, that there is a wonderful addrefs frequently ufed i 

m ‘he h0ufe 0f cc™> by perfons experience 

hers of the houfe of commons, and to the malevolence or ambition 
of fome faftious great man, rather than to any other caufe. 

Now I do verily believe, that the late ad of parliament, impo- 
fing duties on paper, fcfc. was formed by Mr .Greenville, and his 
party, becaufe it is evidently a part of that plan, by which lie en¬ 
deavoured to render himfelf popular at home; and I do alfo 
believe, that not one half of the members of the houfe of com- 
mons, even of thofe who heard it read, did perceive how de- 
flruttive it was to American freedom. For this reafon, as it is 
ufual in Great-Britain, to confider the King’s fpeech as the fpeech 
of the miniftry, it may be right here to confider this aft as the aft 
of a party perhaps I fhould fpeak more properly, if I was to ufe 

There 
lating to our iron and lumber, f'o that we could fend thefe articles to no part of 

Europe, but to Great-Britain. This was fo unreafonable a reftridion, and fo 
contrary to the fentiments of the legi/lature for many years before, that it is 
furprizing it fhould not have been taken notice of in the houfe. However the 

bill palled into a law. But when the matter was explained, this reftridion was 
taken oft by a fubfequent ad. I cannot pofitively fay how long after the taking 
oft this reftridion, as I have not the a a, but I think, in lefs than 18 months 

another ad ot parliament paft'ed, in which the word “ Ireland” was left out" 
juft as it had been before. The matter being a fecond time explained, was a 
fecond time regulated. 

Now if it be confidered, that the omiflion mentioned ftruck oft* with one 

word so VERY GREAT a part of our trade, it muft appear remarkable• 
and equally fo is the method, by which Rice became an enumerated commodity! 

“ The enumeration was obtained (fays Mr. [a] Gee) by one Cole, a Cap¬ 
tain of a fhip, employed by a company then trading to Carolina', for feveral 

/hips going from England thither, and purchafing rice for Portugal, prevented 
the aforejaid Captain of a loading. Upon his coming home, he poflefted one 

Mr. Lowndes, a member of parliament (who was very frequently employed to pre¬ 
pare bills) with an opinion, that carrying rice dire&ly to Portugal, was a pre¬ 

judice to the trade of England, and privately got a claufe into an ad, to 

make it an enumerated commodity $ by which means he fecured a freight to himfelf. 
But the consequence proved a vast loss to the nation.” 

I find that this claufe, “ privately got into an ad,” for the benefit 

of Captain Cole, to the “vast loss of the nation,” is foifted into 
the 3d and 4th Ann, Chap. 5th, intituled, “ An ad for granting to her Ma- 

jefty a further fubfidy on wines and merchandizes imported,” with which it 
has no mure connexion, than with 34th Edward I. the 34th and 35th of 

Henry VIIT. and the 25th of Charles II. which provide, that no person 
shall be taxed but by himself or his representative. 

[a] Gee on Trade, page 32. 
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There are two ways of laying taxes. One is, by impofing a 

certain fum on particular kinds of property, to be paid by the uj'er 

or confumer, or by rating the perfon at a certain fum. The other is, 
by impofing a certain fum on particular kinds of property, to be 
paid by the feller. 

When a man pays the firfl fort of tax, he knows with certainty 

that he pays fo much money for a tax. The confederation for which 
he pays it, is remote, and, it may be, does not occur to him. He 
is fenfible too, that he is commanded and obliged to pay it as a tax ; 

and therefore people are apt to be difpleafed with this fort of tax. 
The other fort of tax is fubmitted to in a very different manner. 

The purchafer of any article, very feldom refle&s that the feller 
raifes his price, fo as to indemnify himlelf for the tax he has paid. 
He knows that the prices of things are continually flu&uatine, and 
if he thinks about the tax, he thinks at the fame time, in all pro¬ 
bability, that he might have paid as much, if the article he buys 
had not been taxed. He gets fomething vifeble and agreeable for 
his money; and tax and price are fo confounded together, that he 
cannot feparate, or does not chufe to take the trouble of feparating 
them. 

This mode of taxation therefore is the mode fuited to arbitrary 
and oppreffive governments. The love of liberty is fo natural to 
the human heart, that unfeeling tyrants think themfelves obliged 
to accommodate their fchemes as much as they can to the appear¬ 
ance of juftice and reafon, and to deceive thole v/hom they refolve 
to deftroy, or opprefs, by prefenting to them a miferable picture 
of freedom, when the ineftimable original is loll. 

This policy did not efcape the cruel and rapacious NE R O. 
That monller, apprehenfive that his crimes might endanger his 
authority and life, thought proper to do fome popular acls, to fe- 
cure the obedience of his fubje&s. Among other things, fays Ta¬ 

citus, “ he remitted the twenty-hfth part of the price on the fale 
of Haves, but rather in fejew than reality ; for the feller being 
ordered to pay it, it became part of the price to the buyer ||.” 

This is the reflection of the judicious Hifeorian ; but the delud¬ 
ed people gave their infamous Emperor full credit for his falfe ge- 
nerofity. Other nations have been treated in the fame manner the 
Rotnans were. The honeli, induitrious Germans, who are fettled in 
different parts of this continent, can inform us, that it was this 
fort of tax that drove them from their native land to our woods, at 
that time the feats of perfeCl and undiilurbed freedom. 

Their Princes, enflamed by the lull of power, and the lull of 
avarice, two furies that the more they are gorged, the more hungry 
they grow, tranfgreffed the bounds they ought, in regard to them¬ 
felves, to have obferved. To keep up the deception in the minds 

, . E 2 of 

H Tacitus's Ann, Book 13, §. 31. 
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of iubjecls, tr there murt be,” fays f a very learned author, “ fome 
proportion between the import and the value of the commodity ; 
wherefore there ought not to be an excertive duty upon merchan¬ 
dizes of little value. There are countries in which the duty ex¬ 
ceeds fev fin teen or eighteen times the value of the commodity. In 
this cafe the Prince removes the illufion. His fubjetts plainly fee 
they are dealt with in an unreafonable manner, which renders them ' 
mort exquifitely fenfible of their rtavifh fituation.” From hence it 
appears,. that fubjebfs may be ground down into mifery by this fort 
of taxation, as well as by the former. They will be as much im- 
poverifhed, if their money is taken from them in this way as in 
the other; and that it will be taken, may be more evident, by at¬ 
tending to a few more considerations* 

The merchant or importer, who pays the duty at firft, will not 
confent to be fo much money out of pocket. He therefore pro- 
portionably raifes the price of his goods. It may then be faid to 
be a conteft between him and the perfon offering to buy, who fhall 
lofe the duty. This muft be decided by the nature of the com¬ 
modities, and the purchafer’s demand for them. If they are mere 
luxuries, he is at liberty to do as he pleafes, and if he buys, he 
does it voluntarily: But if they are abfolute necejfarie.or conve¬ 

niences, which ufe and cuftom have made requiiite for the comfort 
of life, and which he is not permitted, by the power impofmg the 
duty, to get elfewhere, there the feller has a plain advantage, and 
the buyer muft pay the duty. In faft, the feller is nothing lefs 
than a colle&or of the tax for the power that impofed it. If thefe 
duties then are extended to the neceffaries and conveniences of life 
in general, and enormoufly encreafed, the people muft at length 
become indeed “ mort exquifitely fenfible of their ilavifh fituation.” 
Their happinefs therefore entirely depends on the moderation of 
thofe who have authority to impofe the duties. 

I shall now apply thefe obfervations to the late aft of parlia¬ 
ment. Certain duties are thereby impofed on paper and glafs, im¬ 
ported into thefe colonies. By the laws of Great-Britain we are 
prohibited to get thefe articles from any other part of the world. 
We cannot at prefent, nor for many years to come, tho’ we fhould 
apply ourfelves to thefe manufaflures with the utmoft indurtrv, 
make enough ourfelves for our own ufe. That paper and glafs are 
not only convenient, but abfolutely necdfary for us, I imagine 
very few will contend. Some perhaps, who think mankind grew 
wicked and luxurious, as foon as they found out another way of 
communicating their fentiments than by fpeech, and another way 
of dwelling than in caves, may advance fo whimfical an opinion. 
But I prefume no body will take the unncceffary trouble of refut¬ 

ing them. 
F R 0 M 

p Montejquieu s Spirit of Laws, Book 13, Chap. S. 



From thefe remarks I think' it evident, that we muft ufe paper 
and dafs ; that what we ufe, muft be Britijb ; and that we muft 

pav the duties impofed, unlefs thofe who fell thefe articles, are io 
generous as to make us prefents of the duties they pay. 

Some perfons may think this ad of no confequence, becaufe the 
duties are fo/mall, A fatal error. That is the very circumftance 
moft alarming to me. For I am convinced, that the authors of this 
law would never have obtained an aft to raife fo trifling a fum as it 
muft do, had they not intended by it to eftablifli a precedent for fu¬ 
ture ufe! To confole ourfelves with the fmallnefs of the duties, is 
to walk deliberately into the fnarc that is iet tor us, prailing the 
neatnejs of the workmanfhip. Suppofe the duties impofed by the 
late ail could be paid by thefe dillreiled colonies with the utmoft 
eafe and that the purpofes to which they are to be applied, were 
the moft reafonable and equitable that can be conceived, the con¬ 
trary of which I hope to demonftrate before thefe letters are con¬ 
cluded ; yet even in fuch a fuppoled cafe, thele colonies ought to 
regard ’the aft with abhorrence. For who are a free people ? 
Not thofe, over whom government is reafonably and equitably ex- 
crcifed', but thofe, who live under a government fo conftitutio,tally 

checked and confronted, that proper provifion is made agamft its 

being otherwife exercifed. 
The late aft is founded on the deftruftion of this conftitutional 

fecuritv. If the parliament have a right to lay a duty of Four Shil¬ 
lings and Eight-pence on a hundred weight of glais or a ream of 
paper, they have a right to lay a duty of any other fum on either. 
They may raife the duty, as the author before quoted fays has been 
done in feme countries, till it “ exceeds feventeen or eighteen 
times the value of the commodity.” In fnoit, n they have a 
rip-ht to levy a tax of one penny upon us, they have a light to evy a 
million upon us: For where does their right flop ? At any given 
number of Pence, Shillings or Pounds ? To attempt to limit their 
right, after granting it to exift at all, is as contrary to reafon—-as 
granting it to exift at all, is contrary to julhce. If they have any 
rio-ht to°tax us-then, whether our own money (hall continue in our 

orun pockets or not, depends no longer on us, but on tom. 

T •• 1 here is nothing which” we “ can call our own; or, to ufe 
the words of Mr. Locke—-what property have we in 
THAT, WHICH ANOTHER MAY, BY RIGHT, TAKE, WHEN HE 

PLEASES, TO HIMSELF! 

Thefe duties, which will inevitably be levied upon us which are 

now levying upon us—are exprefly laid for the sole purpose 
of taking money. This is the true definition of taxes. 

They are therefore taxes. This money is to be taken from us. 

^ Lord Cambdens fpeech. 
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are therefore taxed. Thofe who are taxed without tW 

confent, exprellcd by themfelves or their reprefenTatles are/, 
He are taxed without our own confent eynrpflhH 1 ’ Maeves. 
our retirefentTtivpc vrs i r 5 ^preiied by ourfelves or 

repreicntatives. 14e are therefore-§ SLAVES 

Mijerabile *vulgus. 
A miferable tribe. 

A FARMER. 

coltnL1’’- “fThl'T’ -that ‘MS f ngd°m haS n° right t0 la>’ A TAJt the 

The dfftinftE'AZ:'CanS ar* the $0NS’ not the »a>ta«d. of 

ceffa Jto Jibertv ” ..tT" 1E G1 Sl A T?°y a"d taxation is eflintiflly „e. 
a/r Lj; , rile commons America, reprefented in their feveral 

cTv^r „vaVe eV" ^ m P°fl'effi0n 0f this theit conditional right of 
SLAVF*-AlAV\*G THEIR °WN MONEY‘- They would have been 
tit /4 '■ ,f. th7.htd ",0t enj°?ed if” “ The idea of a ■virdlrZjnta 

into ,fhfT"CA V th,S h0Urfe’ ,S the moft contemptible idea, that ever Entered 
Ito the head of man-It does not deferve a ferious refutation.” 

T.of . , ,, Mr. Pitt’i fpeccb on the Stamp-Adl 

Hit; f K™* 3in<i ,exC^lle"t man Lord Cambden, maintains the fame opinion 
his fpeech in the houfe of peers, on the declaratory bill of the fovereignty of 

Greet-Bntam over the colonies, has lately appeared in our papers. The fol 

thef"f tfXtra^r r°-P"ffaiyJalree. with> nnd confirm the fentiments avowed in 
thefe letters, that it is hoped the inferting them in this note will be excufed. 

. ,,S 'e affa‘r “ °f 'he utnusjl importance, and in its confequences may in¬ 
volve the fate of kingdoms, I took the drifted review of my arguments: ] re- 

exammed all my authorities ; fully determined, if I found myfelf miftaken 

publickly to own my miftake, and give up my opinion : But my fearches have 
more and more convinced me, that th t Brit ip parliament have NO RIGHT 

T tKC AmericansNor is the dodbrine new $ it is as old as the 
conltitution j it grew up with it } indeedit is its fupport.”-“ Taxation 

lrd EEPJESEV.TATION are inseparably united. GOD hath joined them: 
No Bntp parliament can feparate them : To endeavour to do it, is to ftah 
our vitals.” 

“ My P°fibon is this-1 repeat.it-1 will maintain it to my laft hour— 

taxation and representation are infeparable—this pofition is founded 
on the laws of nature} it is more, it is itfelf an eternal law of na¬ 

ture} for whatever is a man’s own, is abfolutely his own ; no man hath 

A RIGHT TO TAKE IT FROM HIM WITHOUT HIS CONSENT, either ex- 

prefied by himfelf or reprefentative } whoever attempts to do it, attempts an injury- 

whoever DOES it, COMMITS A ROBBERY} he throws down 

THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN LJBERTY AND SLAVERY.”—- There is not 
a blade of grafs, in the molt obfeure corner of the kingdom, which is not 

which was not ever reprefented, fmee the comlitution began : There is not a blade 

of grafs, which, when taxed, was not taxed by the confent of the proprietor." 

“ The forefathers of the Americans did not leave their native country, and fub- 

jedt themfelves to every danger and diltrefs, to be reduced to a state 

of slavery. They did not give up their rights : They looked for protection 
and not for chains, from their mother country. By her they expected to be 

defended in the pofleflion of their property, and not to be deprived of it : For 

fhould the prefent power continue, there is nothing which they can 

call their OWN} or, to ufe the words of Mr .Locke, “ IVII AT PRO¬ 

PERTY HAVE THEY IN THAT, WHICH ANOTHER MAY 

BY RIGHT, TAKE, WHEN HE PLEASES, TO HIM. 
SELFr* 

It 
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LETTER VJII. 

My dear Countrymen, IN my opinion, a dangerous example is fet in the lall aft re¬ 
lating to thefe colonies. The power of parliament to levy 
money upon us for raifing a revenue, is therein avowed and 

exerted. Regarding the aft on this fxngle principle, I mult again 
repeat, and I think it my duty to repeat, that to me it appears to 
be unconftitutional. 

No man, who confiders the conduft of the parliament fince the 
repeal of the Stamp-Ad, and the difpoiition of many people at 
home, can doubt, that the chief objeft of attention there, is, to 
ufe Mr. Greenville's exprelfion, “ providing that the dependence 
and obedience of the colonies be alferted and maintained.” 

Under the influence of this notion, inflantly on repealing the 
Stamp-Ad, an aft puffed, declaring the power of parliament to 
bind thele colonies in all cafes whatever. This however was only 
planting a barren tree, that call a Jhade indeed over the colonies, 
but yielded no fruit. It being determined1 to enforce the authority 
on which the Stamp-Ad was founded, the parliament having never 
renounced the right, as Mr. Pitt advifed them to do; and it be¬ 
ing thought proper to difguife that authority in fuch a manner, as 
not again to alarm the colonies ; fome little time was required to 
find a method, by which both thefe points Ihould be united. At 
lafh the ingenuity of Mr. Greenville and his party accomplifhed 
the matter, as it was thought, in “ an aft for granting certain duties 
in the Britifh colonies and plantations in America, for allowing 
drawbacks,” lAc. which is the title of the aft laying duties on 
paper, Iffc. 

The parliament having feveral times before impofed duties to be 
paid in America, it was expected, no doubt, that the 

repetition of such a measure would be passed over, 

as an usual thing. But to have done this, without exprefly 
“ afierting and maintaining” the power of parliament to take our 
money without our confent, and to apply it as they pleafe, would 

not 

It is impofiible to read this fpeech, and Mr. Pitt's, and not be charmed with 
the generous zeal for the rights of mankind that glows in every fentence. 
Thefe great and good men, animated by the fubjeft they fpeak upon, feem to 

rife above all the former glorious exertions of their abilities. A foreigner 
might be tempted to think they are Americans, averting, with all the ardor of 
patriotifm, and all the anxiety of apprehenfion, the caufe of their native land_ 
and not Britons, driving to flop their miftaken countrymen from opprefling 

others. Their reafoning is not only juft—-it is, as Mr. Hume fays of the elo¬ 

quence of Demojibenes, t( vehement.” It is difdain, anger, boldnefs, freedom, 
involved in a continual ftream. of argument, 
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not have been, in Mr. Greenville's opinion, fufficiently declarative 
of its fupremacy, nor fufficiently depreliive of American freedom. 

Therefore it is, that in this'memorable ad we find it exprejly 

44 provided,’’ that money fhall be levied upon us without our con- 
fent, for purposes, that render it, if pojfible, more dreadful than 
the Stamp-Act. 

That ad, alarming as it wras, declared, the money thereby to 
be raifed, fhould be applied 44 towards defraying the expences of 
defending, proteding and fecuring the Britijh colonies and plan¬ 
tations in AmericaAnd it is evident from the whole ad, that by 
the word 44 Britijh,” were intended colonies and plantations fettled 

by Britiih people, and not generally, thofe Jubjett to the Britifh crown. 

That ad therefore feemed to have fomething gentle and kind in its 
intention, and to aim only at our own welfare : But the ad now 
objeded to, impofes duties upon the Britijh colonies, 44 to defray 
the expences of defending, proteding and lecunng his Majejiy s 

dominions in America.” 
What a change of words! What an incomputable addition to the 

expences intended by the St amp-A A ! 44 His Majejiy's dominions” 
comprehend not only the Britifh colonies, but alio the conquered pro¬ 

vinces of Canada and Florida, and the Britifh garrifons of Nova- 
Scotia ; for thej'e do not deferve the name of colonies. 

What jultice is there in making us pay for 44 defending, pro¬ 
teding and fecuring ” these places? What benefit can we, or 
have we ever derived from them? None of them was conquered 
for us ; nor will 44 be defended, proteded or fecured” for us. 

In fad, however advantageous the fubduing or keeping any of 
thefe countries may be to Great-Britain, the acquifition is greatly 
injurious to thefe colonies. Our chief property confills in lands. 

Thefe would have been of much greater value, if fuch prodigioiis 
additions had not been made to the Britifh territories on this con¬ 
tinent. The natural increafe of our own people, if confined with¬ 
in the colonies, would have raifed the value hill higher and higher 
every fifteen or twenty years : Befides, we fhould have lived more 
comoadly together, and have been therefore more able to refill any 
enemy- Eut°now the inhabitants will be thinly fcattered over an 
immenfe ret? ion, as thofe who want fettlements, will chule to make 

new ones, rather than pay great prices lor old ones. 
These are the confequences to the colonies, of the hearty 

affillance they gave to Great-Britain in the late war-—a war under¬ 

taken J'olely for her own benefit. The objeds of it were, the feeming 
to herfelf the rich trads of land on the back of thefe colonies, 
with the Indian trade ; and Nova-Scotia, with the fifhery. Thej'e, 

and much more, has that kingdom gained; but the inferior animals, 

that hunted with the lion, have been amply rewarded lor all the 
„ fweat and blood their loyalty coll them, by the honor ol having 

fweated and bled in fuch company. 
I will 
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I will not go fo far as to fay, that Canada and Nova-Scotia are 

curbs on Nevo-England; the chain of forts through the back woods, 
on the Middle Provinces ; and Florida, on the reft : But I will ven¬ 
ture to fay, that if the products of Canada, Nova-Scotia, and 
Florida, deferve any confederation, the two firft of them are only 
rivals of our Northern Colonies, and the other of our Southern, 

It has been faid, that without the conqueft of thefe countries, 
the colonies could not have been 44 prote&ed., defended and fe- 
cured.” If that is true, it may with as much propriety be faid, 
that Great-Britain could not have been defended, protected and 
fecured,,f without that conqueft : For the colonies are parts of her 
empire, which it as much concerns her as them to keep out of the 

hands of any other power. 
But thefe colonies, when they were much weaker, defended 

themfelves, before this Conqueft was made ; and could again do 
it, aeainft any that might properly be called their Enemies. If 
France and Spain indeed fhould attack them, members of the 

Britifh empire, perhaps they might be diftreffed; but it would be 

in a Britijh quarrel. . 
The largeft account I have feen of the number or people m 

Canada, does not make them exceed 90,000. Florida can hardly 
be faid to have any inhabitants. It is computed that there are in 
our colonies 3,000,000. Our force therefore muft increafe with a 
difproportion~to the growth of their ftrength, that would render us 

vcrv 
This 'being the ftate of the cafe, I cannot think it juft that 

thefe colonies, labouring under fo many misfortunes, fhould be 
loaded with taxes, to maintain countries, not only not uhiul, but 
hurtful to them. The fupport of Canada and tlorida coil: yeaih, 
it is faid, half a million fterling. From hence, we may make 
fome guefs of the load that is to be laid upon us ; for we are not 
only to “ defend, protebf and fecure'7 them, but alfo to make an 
adequate provifion for defraying the charge of the adminuhation 
of juftice, and the fupport of civil government, in fuch provinces 

where it fhall be found neceffarvT 
Not one of the provinces of Canada, A ova-Scotia, or 11lone, a, 

has ever defrayed thefe expences within itfelf: And ir the duties 1m- 
pofed by the laft ftatute are colle&cd, all of them together, according 
to the belt information I can get, will not pay one quarter as ?nuch 

as Pennfylvania alone. So that the Britijh colonies are to be drained 
of the rewards of their labor, to cherifh the icorchmg. lands of 
Florida, and the icy rocks'of Canada and Nova-Scotia, which nevei 

will return to us one farthing that we fend to diem. 
Great-Britain-—I mean, the mimftry in Great-Bntain, ha, 

cantoned Canada and Florida out into five or fix governments, and 
may form many more. There now are fourteen or jfteen regi¬ 

ments on this continent; and there foon may be many more. 1 o 
p ’ mahe 



make “ an adequate provifion” for all these expences, is, 

no doubt, to be the inheritance of the colonies. 

Can any man believe that the duties upon paper, i5c. are the 
lift that will be laid for thefe purpofes ? It is in vain to hope, that 
becaufe it is imprudent to lay duties on the exportation of manu¬ 
factures fiom a mother country to colonies, as it may promote ma¬ 
il ufa 61 u res among them, that this conlideration will prevent fuch a 
meafure. 

Ambitious, artful men have made it popular, and whatever 
iujuftice or deilruftion will attend it in the opinion of the colo- 
nills, at home it will be thought jull and falutary*. 

1 he people of Great-Britain will be told, and have been told, 
that they are finking under an immenfe debt-—that great part of 
this deot has been contracted in defending the colonies—that thefe 

are fo ungrateful and undutiful, that they will not contribute one 
mite to its payment—nor even to the fupport of the army now kept 
up for their “ defence and fecurity ”—that they are rolling in wealth, 
and are of fo bold and republican a fpirit, that they are aiming at 
independence—that the only way to retain them in “ obedience,” 
is to keep a ftridl watch over them, and to draw off part of the'ir 
riches in taxes—and that every burden laid upon them, is taking off 
fo much from Great-Britain.—Thefe affertions will be generally 
believed, and the people will be perfuaded that they cannot be too 
angry with their colonies, as that anger will be profitable to them- 
felves. 

In truth, Great-Britain alone receives any benefit from Canada, 
Nova-Scotia and Florida ; and therefore fhe alone ought to maintain 
them. The old maxim of the law is drawn from reafon and jullice, 
and never could be more properly applied, than in this cafe. 

hfuifentit commodum, /entire debet et onus. 

They who feel the benefit, ought to feel the burden. 

A FARMER. 
• 

* <e So credulous, as well as obftinate, are the people in believing every thing, 

which flatters their prevailing pajfum." Hume's Iiiji. of England,. * 
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LETTER IX. 

My dear Countrymen, 

HAVE made fome obfervations on the purposes for which 
money is to be levied upon us by the late aft of parliament. 
I lhall now offer to your confideration fome further reflections 

on that fubjeft : And, unlefs I am greatly miftaken, if thefe pur- 
pofes are accomplifhed according to the expreffed intention of the 
aft, they will be found effectually to fuperfede that authority in our 
refpeftive affemblies, which is eflential to liberty. The queftion 
is not, whether fome branches fhall be lopt off—T he . axe is laid 
to the root of the tree ; and the whole body mult infallibly perifh, 

if we remain idle fpeftators of the work. 
No free people ever exifted, or can ever exift, without keeping, 

to ufe a common, but ftrong expreffion, “ the purle firings,” in 
their own hands. Where this is the cafe, they have a conftitutional . 

check upon the adminiftration, which may thereby be brought into 
order 'without 'violence: But where fuch a power is not lodged in 
the people, oppreffion proceeds uncontrouled in its career, till the 
governed, tranfported into rage, feek redrefs in the midft of blood 

and confufion. 
The elegant and ingenious Mr. Hume, fpeaking of the Anglo 

Norman government, fays-“ Princes and Minifters were too ig¬ 
norant, to be themfelves fenfible of the advantage attending an 
equitable adminiftration, and there was no eftaolifhed council or 
ajfemhlyr which could protect the people, and by wn h- 

drawing supplies, regularly and peaceably admonifh the 
kino- of his duty, and ensure the execution of the laws. 

Thus this great man, whofe political refieftions are fo much 
admired, makes this power one of the foundations of libeity. . 

The Englijh hiftory abounds with inflances, proving that this is 
the proper and fuccefsful way to obtain redrefs or grievances.. Hovv 

. often have kings and minifters endeavored to throw oft this legal 
curb upon them, by attempting to raife money by a vanety ot in¬ 
ventions, under pretence of law, without having recouife to par¬ 
liament ? And how often have they been brought to reafon, and 
peaceably obliged to do juftice, by the exertion of t11s conmui 
tional authority of the people, vefted in their represen tauves. 

The inhabitants of thefe colonies have, on numotnt s 
fions, reaped the benefit of this authority lodged in their a//em,r :s. 

It has been for a long time, and now is, a conftant im-ruftion 

to all governors, to obtain a permaneni /up] J°d ' r-_ ^ 

government. But as the author of “ the admmiftrxnon o: sue co¬ 

lonies ” fays, “ this order of the cfq,vu io 
verfally, rejefted by the legislatures of the ^oionieo. r . 

2 IHE. 



much the!r gr*evances would be re¬ 

by contplaMng Thofe who rule, are extre^fly fpt to Zk tll 

rower t0"5,"fll0ns made hY themielves in fupport of their own 
powei. The/e are frequently erroneous, and pernicious to thofe 

are wfona”nrdDry re“0nftrances> t0 that fuch conftrudions 
the ortininr" V °PPrelflve» carry very little weight with them, in 
• XII ' n peofons who. Sratlfy their own inclinations in mak- 
thnt r, conflrudhons. They cannot underhand the reasoning 

tre/l toPund/'T ?Tl But let k be made il 
Pan^lv thrr d ftand fuCh reaPonmg and a -wonderful light is in- 

become 5 T" UP°" the maMer ; and then> reiefted remoaftrances oecome as dear as * “ proofs of holy writ.” 

. J“E three ““H important articles that our affemblies, or any. 
legiflatures can provide for, are, Firfl-the defence of the fociety • 
secondly—the adnumftration ofjulHce: And thirdly—the fuppon 

,<0I civil government. ' ir- 

' Nothing can property regulate the expence of making pro- 
vifion for thefe occadons, but the necejjhies of the fociety f its. 
abilities -, the conveniency of the modes of levying money in it • the 

ZTnnZ m w^]ch tlie *aws have been executed ; and the condla of 
the officers of government; All which are circumdances, that can- 
:wt polfibly be property known, but by the fociety itfelf; or if they 

that fbcietykn°Wn> ^ ^ pr°bably be ProPerl7 cenfidered but by 

If money be raifed upon us by others, without our confent for 
our « defence,” thofe who are the judges in levying it, muft alfo 
be the judges m applying it. Of confequence the money [aid to be 
taxen from us for our defence, may be employed to our injury. We 
may be chained in by a line of fortifications—obliged to pay for 
the building and maintaining them-—and be told, "that they are 
for our defence. With what face can we difpute the fiadt, after 
having granted that thofe who apply the money, had a riuht to 
levy it? For Purely, it is much eafier for their wifdom to under¬ 
hand how to apply it in the bed manner, than how to levy it in 
the bell manner. Befides, the right of levying is of infinitely more 
confequence, than that of applying. The people of England, who 
would burl! out into fury, if the crown fliould attempt to levy 
money dj its own authority, have always afiigned to the crown the 
application of money. 

As to “ the adminidration of judice”-the judges ought, in 
a well regulated date, to be equally independent of the executive 
and legidative powers. Thus in England, judges hold their com- 
midions from the crown ** during good behavior f and have falaries, 
faitable to their dignity, fettled on them by parliament. The 

polity 



t 45 ] 
purity of the courts of law fince this eftabliffiment, is a proof of 
the wifdom with which it was made. 

But in thefe colonies, how fruitlefs has been every attempt to 
have the judges appointed “ during good behavior ? ” Yet whoever 
confiders the matter will foon perceive, that fuch com7?i'ijjions are be¬ 
yond all comparifon more necefiary in theie colonies, than they 
were in England. 

The chief danger to the fubjed there, arofe from the arbitrary 
defigns of the crown; but here, the time may come, when we may 
have to contend with the defigns of the crown, and of a jnighty 

kingdom. What then mull be our chance, when the laws of life 
and death are to be fpoken by judges totally dependent on that 

crown, and that kingdom-fent over perhap's from thence-filled 
with Britifh prejudices—-and backed by a standing army—fupport- 
ed out of our own pockets, to “ afifert and maintain” our own 

“ dependence and obedience.” 
But fuppofing that through the extreme lenity that will prevail 

in the government through all future ages, thefe colonies will never 
behold any thing like the campaign of chief juftice Jeffereys, yet 
what innumerable ads of injustice may be committed, and how 
fatally may the principles of liberty be Tapped, by a fuccefiion of 
judges utterly independent of the people? Before fuch judges, the 
fupple wretches, who cheerfully join in avowing fentiments incon- 
fiftent with freedom, will always meet with fmiles ; while the 
honed: and brave men, who difdain to lacrifice their native land to 
their own advantage, but on every occafion boldly vindicate her 
caufe, will conflantly be regarded with frowns. 

There are two other confiderations relating to this head, that 
deferve the moll ferious attention. 

By the late ad, the officers of the cufioms are “ impowered to 
enter into any house, warehoufe, fin op, cellar, or other place, 
in the Britijh colonies or plantations in America, to fearch for or 
feize prohibited or unacculbomed goods,” &c. on “ writs granted 
by the Superior or fupreme court of jufcice, having jurifdidion with¬ 
in fuch colony or plantation refpediveiy.” 

If we only refled, that the judges of thefe courts are to be dur¬ 

ing, pleafure-that they are to have (Cadequate provifion” made 
for them, which is to continue during their complaijant behavior- 

that they may be fir angers to thefe colonies-what an engine of 
oppreffion may this authority be in fuch hands ? 

I am well aware, that writs of this kind may be granted at 
home, under the feal of the court of exchequer : But I know alfo, 
that the greatelt afferters of the rights of Englifmen have always 
ftrenuoufiy contended, that fuch a power was dangerous to freedom, 
and exprefiy contrary to the common law, which ever regarded a 
fnan’s houfc as his caftle, or a place of perfed fecurity. 

t 
i 



If fuch power was in the leaft degree dangerous there, it mull 
be utterly deftrudtive to liberty here. For the people there have 
two fecurities againft the undue exercife of this power by the 
crown, which are. wanting with us, if the late aft takes place. 
In the hrk place, if any injuilice is done there, the perfon injured 
may bring his action again!!: the offender, and have it tried before 
INDEPENDENT JUDGES, who are* NO PARTIES IN COMMITTING 

the injury. Here he mull have it tried before dependent 

judges, being the men who granted the writ. 

To fay, that the caufe is to be tried by a jury, can never recon¬ 
cile men who have any idea of freedom, to Juch a power. For we 
know that fheriffs in almoft every colony on this continent, are 
totally dependent on the crown ; and packing of juries has been 
frequently pradlifed even in the capital of the Britijh empire. Even 
if juries are well inclined, we have too many inl'tances of the in¬ 
fluence of over-bearing unjufl: judges 'upon them. The brave and 
wife men who accomplilhed the revolution, thought the indepen¬ 
dency of judges effential to freedom. 

The other fecurity which the people have at home, but which 
we fhall want here, is this. 

If this power is abufed there, the parliament, the grand refource 
of the opprefled people, is ready to afford relief. Redrefs of grie¬ 
vances mull precede grants of money. But what regard can we 

expedt to have paid to our affemblies, v/hen they will not hold 
even the puny privilege of French parliaments—that of regiftering, 
before they are put in execution, the edidts that take away our 
money. 

The fecond confideration above hinted at, is this. There is a 
confujion in our laws, that is quite unknown in Great-Britain. As 
this cannot be defcribed in a more clear or exadl manner, than has 
been done by the ingenious author of the hiftory of New-Tork, I 

beg leave to ufe his words. “ The hate of our laws opens a door 
to much controverfy. The uncertainty, with refpedt to them, ren¬ 

ders property precarious, and greatly exposes us to 

the arbitrary decision of bad judges. The common law 
of England is generally received, together with fuch llatutes as 
were enadted before we had a legiflature of our own ; but our 
courts exercise a sovereign authority, in determining 
what parts of the common and fatute law ought to be extended : 
For it mufl be admitted, that the difference of circumftances ncceffa- 
rily requires us, in fome cafes, to reject the determination of both. 

In many inftances, they have alfo extended even adis of parlia¬ 
ment, paffed fince we had a diltindt legiflature, which is greatly 

, * adding 

* The writs for fearching houfes in England, are to be granted “ under the 

feal of the court of exchequer,” according to the ftatute—and that feal is kept 

by the chancellor of the exchequer. 4tb Injl. p. 104. 
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adding to our confufan. The pradice of our courts is no lefs uncer- 

^*7 la^\ So™e of the rules are adopted, others 
rejeded. Two things therefore feem to be absolutely neces 

sary for the public security. Firft, the palling an ad for 
fettling the extent of the Englijh laws. Secondly, that the courts 
ordain a general fett of rules for the regulation of the pradice ” 

How eafy it will be, under this “ Hate of our laws/’ for an 
artful judge, to ad in the moll arbitrary manner, and yet cover 
his condud under fpecious pretences ; and how difficult 'it will be 
for the injured people to obtain relief, may be readily perceived 
We may take a voyage of 3000 miles to complain ; and after the 
trouble and hazard we have undergone, we may be told, that the 
colledion of the revenue, and maintenance of the prerogative 
muft not be difcouraged--~and if the mifbehavior is fo grois as to 
admit of notification, it may be faid, that it was an error in 
judgment only, arifing from the confufion of our laws, and the 
zeal of the King’s fervants to do their duty. 

If the commiffions of judges are during thepleafure of the crown, 

yet if their falaries are during the pleafure of the people, there will 
be Jome check upon their condud. Few men will confent to draw 
on themfelves the hatred and contempt of thofe among whom they 
live, for the empty honor of being judges. It is the fordid love of 
gam, that tempts men to turn their backs on virtue, and pay their 
homage where they ought not. 

As to the third particular, the fupport of civil government,” 
-few words will be Efficient. Every man of the ’ leak under- 
handing muk know, that the executive power may be exercifed in 
a manner fo difagreeable and harraffing to the people, that it is 
abfolutely requifite, that they fhould be enabled by the gentlek 
method which human policy has yet been ingenious enough to in¬ 
vent, that is, by Jhutting their hands, to “ admonish ” (as Mr. 
Hume fays) certain perfons “of their duty.” 

What fhall we now think when, upon looking into the late 
ad, we find the affemblies of thefe provinces thereby kript of their 
authority on thefe feveral heads? The declared intention of the ad 
is, that a revenue hiould be raifed in his IVIajesty’s DO¬ 
MINIONS in America, for making a more certain and ade¬ 
quate provifion for defraying the charge of the administration 

of justice, and the fupport of civil government in fuch pro¬ 
vinces where it fhall be found neceffiary, and towards further de¬ 

fraying the expences of defending, protecting and securing 

the SAID DOMINIONS.” 

Let the reader paufe here one moment—and refled—whether 
the colony in which he lives, has not made fuch “ certain and 
adequate provifion ” for thefepurpofes, as is by the colony judged J'uitable 

to its abilities, and all other circumfances. Then let him refled_ 
whether if this ad takes place, money is not to be raifed on that 

colony 
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colony without its confent, to make “ provifion ” for thefe purpofes, 
which does not judge to he fuitable to its abilities, and all other 

circumftances. Laftly, let him refled-whether the people of that 
country are not in a Hate of the molt abjed flavery, whofe pro¬ 

perty ?nay be taken from them under the notion of l ight, when they 

have refufed to give it. 
For my part, I think I have good reafon for vindicating the 

honor of the aflemblies on this continent, by publicly aflerting, 
that they have made as (i certain and adequate provifion” for the 

purpofes abovementioned, as they ought to have made, ana that it fliomd 
not be prefumed, that they'will not do it hereafter. Why then 
fhould thefe rnoft important trufts be wrefted out of their hands ? 
Why fhould they not now be permitted to enjoy that authority, 
which they have exerciled from the fir<1 fettlement of thefe colo¬ 
nies ? Why fhould they be fcandalized by this innovation, when 
their refpedive provinces are now, and will be, for ieveral years, 
laboring underloads of debt, impofed on them for the very pur- 
pofe now fpoken of ? W hy fhould all the inhabitants oi theie co¬ 
lonies be, with the utrnoil indignity, treated as a herd^of despicable 
Hupid wretches, fb utterly void of common ienie, that. they will 
not even make “ adeejuate provifion55 tor the ‘ adminilliation of 
juftice, and the fupport of civil government5’ among them, or for 
their own “ defence55—though without fuch “provifion” every 
people mull inevitably be overwhelmed witn anarchy and deftruc- 
tioii ? Is it poflible to form an idea of a flavery more compleat, 

more inferable, more difgraceful, than that of a people, where 
juftice is adminiftered, government exercifed, and a ftanding army 

maintained, at the expence of the people, and yet with¬ 
out the least dependence upon them ? If we can find no 
relief from this infamous fituation, it will be fortunate for us, if 
Mr. Greenville, letting his fertile fancy again at work, can, as bv 
one exertion of it he has ftript us of our property and liberty, by 
another deprive us of fo much of our underftanding; that, uncon- 
feious of what we have been or are, and ungoaded by toimeriting 
refledions, we may bow down our necks, with all the itupid lere- 
nity of fervitude, to any drudgery, which our lords and mailers 

fhall pleafe to command. . _ . „ , 
When the charges of the “ admimftration of juftice, the 

« fupport of civil government,” and the expences of “ defend¬ 
ing, protecting and fecuring ” us, are provided for, I lhould be 
glad to know, upon what occaftons the crown will ever call our 
aflemblies together. Some few of them may meet ot their own 
accord by virtue of their charters. But what will they have to 
do when they are met? To what Ihadows will they be reduced ? 
The men, whofe deliberations heretofore had an influence on every 
matter relating to the liberty and happine/s of themlclves and then 
conftituents, and whofe authority in domeftic afthirs at leak, might 
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well be compared to that of Roman fenators, will now find their 
deliberations of no more confequence, than thofe of confiables, 
They may perhaps be allowed to make laws for the yoking of hogs, 

or pounding of fray cattle, Their influence will hardly be permit¬ 
ted to extend jo high, as the keeping roads in repair, as that bufnefs 

may more properly be executed by thofe who receive the public 

cafh. 
One moll memorable example in hiftory is fo applicable to the 

point now infilled on, that it will form a juft conclufion of the 

obfervations that have been made. 
Spain was once free. Their Cortes refembled our parliaments.. 

No money could be raifed on the fubjeft, without their confent„ 
One of their Kings having received a grant from them, to main¬ 
tain a war againft the Moors, defired, that if the fum which they 
had given, fhould not be fufticient, he might be allowed, for that 

emergency only, to raife more money without ajfembling the Cortes. 
The requeft was violently oppofed by the bell and wifell men in 
the aftembly. It was, however, complied with by the votes of a 
majority; and this lingle conception was a precedent for other 
conceflions of the like kind, until at iaft the crown obtained a 
general power of railing money, in cafes of neceflity. From that 
period the Cortes ceafed to be ufeful,—the people ceafed to be free, 

Venienti occur rite morbo, 
Oppofe a difeafe at its beginning. 

A FARMER. 

» 

letter X, 

My dear Countrymen, THE confequences, mentioned in the laft letter, will not 
be the utmoft limits of our mijery and infamy, if the late 
a£l is acknowledged to be binding upon us. We feel 

too fenfibly, that any minifterial meafures * relating to thefe colonies, 
are foon carried fuccefsfuily through the parliament. C ertain pre- 

Q judices 

* “ The gentleman muft not wonder he was not contradicted, when, as m- 

nifier, he averted the right of parliament to tax America, I know not how it is, 
but there is a modesty in this houfe, which does net choofe to contradiEl a mintfter. 

I wiih gentlemen would get the better of this modefty. If they do not, 

PERHAPS THE COLLECTIVE BODY MAY BEGIN TO ABATE OF 1 TS RE¬ 

SPECT FOR THE REPRESENTATIVE. 
Mr. Pitt’i Speech- 
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judices operate there fo drongly again ft us, that it may be juftlv 
queftioned, whether all the provinces united, will ever be able 
efFedlually to call to au account before the parliament, any minifte'r 
who ftiall abufe the power by the late adt given to the crown in 
America. fie may divide the fpoils torn from us in what manner 
he pleafes, and vce Jhail have no vcay oj making him refponjible. If 
he fhould order, that every governor ftiall have a yearly falary of 
jooo L fterling; every chief juft ice of 30001; every inferior 
officer in proportion ; and fhould then reward the moll; profiip-ate, 
ignorant, or needy dependents on himfelf or his friends, with 
places of the greateft truft, becaufe they were of the greateft profit, 
this would be called an arrangement in confequence of the “ ade¬ 
quate provifion for defraying the charge of the adminiftration of 
juftice, and the fupport of the civil governmentAnd if the taxes 
fhould prove at any time infufficient to anfwer all the expences of 
the numberlefs offices, which minifters may pleafe to create, furely 
the members of the houfe of commons will be fo “ model} f as 
not to “ contradidl a minifter ” who ftiall tell them, it is become 
neeeffiary to lay a new tax upon the colonies, for the laudable 
purpofes of defraying the charges of the “ adminiftration of 
juftice, and fupport of civil government ” among them. Thus, 
in fadt, we ftiall be f taxed by minifters. In ftiort, it will be in 
their power to fettle upon us any civil, ecclesiastical, or 
military eftablilhment, which they choofe. 

We may petceive, by the example of Ireland, how eager mini¬ 
fters «are to feize upon any fettled revenue, and apply it in fup- 
porting their own power. Happy are the men, and happy the peo¬ 

ple <zvho gr'ovj vjife by the misfortunes of othersEarneftly, my dear 
countrymen, do I befeech the author of all good gifts, that you 
may grow wile in this manner ; and if I may be allowed to take 
fuch a liberty, I beg leave to recommend to you in general, as 
the bell method of attaining this wifdom, diligently to ftudy the 
hiftories of other countries. You will there find all the arts, 
that can pcffibly be pradlifed by cunning rulers, or falfe patriots 
among yourfelves, fo fully delineated, that, changing names, the 
account would ferve for your own times. 

It is pretty well known on this continent, that Ireland has, 
with a regular conliftency of injuftice, been cruelly treated by 
minifters in the article of penfons ; but there are fome alarming 

circumftances 

■f t( Within this adt (jlatute fie t&llagio non concedendo) arc all new offices 

eredled with new fees, or old offices with new fees, for that is a tallage put 
upon the fubjcdt, which cannot be done without common afTent by adt of par¬ 

liament. And this doth notably appear by a petition in parliament in anno 13 
H, IV. where the commons complain, that an office was eredted for meafurage 

of cloths and canvas, with a new fee for the fame, by colour of the king’s 
letters patents, and pray that thefe letters patents may be revoked, for that 

the king could eredt no offices with new fees to be taken of the people, who 

may not fo be charged but by parliament.” ad Inji, p. 533. 
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circumftances relating to that Aibjeft, which I wifh to have better 
known among us. 

X The revenue of the crown there arifes principally from the 
Excife granted “ for pay of the ar?ny, and defraying other public 
charges, in defence andprefervation of the kingdom *’-from the ton¬ 
nage and additional poundage granted “ for protesting the trade of 

the kingdo?n at fea, and augmenting the public revenue ’’—from the 
hearth money granted—as a “ public revenue,for public charges 

and expeiices.” There are fome other branches of the revenue, con¬ 
cerning which there is not any exprefs appropriation of them for 
public fervice, but which were plainly Jo intended. 

Of thefe branches of the revenue the crown is only truftee for the 
public. They are unalienable. They are inapplicable to any 
other purpofes, but thofe for which they were eftablifhed ; and 
therefore are not legally chargeable with penfions. 

There is another kind of revenue, which is a private revenue. 
This is not limited to any public ufes; but the crown has the fame 
property in it, that any perfon has in his ellate. This does not 
amount, at the moil, to Fifteen Thoufand Pounds a year, probably 
not to Seven, and is the only revenue, that can be legally charged 

with penfions. v . 
If minifters were accuftomed to regard the rights or happmefs 

of the people, the penfions in Ireland would not exceed the fum 
jufl mentioned : But long fmee nave they exceeded that limit; and 
in December 1^6$, a motion was made in the houfe of commons 

' G 2 in 

X An enquiry into the legality of penfions on the Irijh eftablifhment, by 

Alexander M'Aulay, Efq; one of the King’s council, &c. 
Mr. Mi Aulay concludes his piece in the following beautiful manner. If 

any penfions have beef? obtained on that eftablifhment, to serve the c o r r u r r 
purposes OF ambitious men.-—If his Majefty’s revenues of Ireland hive 

been employed in penfions, to debauch his Majesty’s subjects of both 
kingdoms._If the treafure of Ireland has been expended in penfions, for 
CORRUPTING MEN OF THAT KINGDOM TO BETRAY THEIR COUNTRYj 

and men of the neighbouring kingdom, to betray both.—-If Irijh penfions have 

been procured, TO support gamesters and gaming-houses ; pro¬ 
moting a vice which threatens national ruin.-—If penfions have been puiloined 
out of the national treafure of Ireland, under the mask of salaries an¬ 
nexed TO PUBLIC OFFICES, USELESS TO THE NATION j newly invented, 
FOR THE purposes OF corrupjion.—If Ireland, juft beginning to recover 

from the devaluations of mafiacre and rebellion, be obftruaed in the progrefs of 
her cure, by swarms of pensionary vultures preying on her 
vitals.—If, by fquandering the national fubftance of Ireland, in a licen¬ 
tious, unbounded profusion of pensions, inftead of employing it in 

nourifhing and improving her infant agriculture, trade and manufatlures,- or in 

enlightening and reforming her poor, ignorant, deluded, inferable natives (by nature 

moft: amiable, moft valuable, moft worthy of public attention). 
ahufe of the national fubftance, jlotb and naftwe/s, cold and hunger nakednfs and 
Jetchednefs, popery, depopulation and barbarijm, dill maintain their ground ; 

/till deform a country, abounding with all the riches of nature yet hitherto coined 
to beggary.—If such pensions be found on theIn/h .eftabliflimont let„fuch 

be cutotf: And let the perfidious advifers be branded with mdclibl characters 

of public infamy j adequate, if pofiible, to the difhonor.of then crime. 
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in that kingdom, to addrefs his Majedy on the great increafe of 
pcnfions on the Irijh eflablifhment, amounting to the fum of 
150,685 L—in the lad two years. 

Attempts have been made to glofs over thefe grofs encroach¬ 
ments, by this fpecious argument-—1“ That expending a compe- 
tent part of the public revenue in penfions, from a principle 
of charity or generofity, adds to the dignity of the crown; and is 
therefore nkiill to the public.- To give this argument any 
weight, it mud appear, that the penfions proceed from “ charity 

or generofity only’’-.-and that it “ adds to the dignity of the 
crown, to a Si dire illy contrary to laiv.- 

From this conduct towards Ireland> in open violation of law, 
we may eafily forefee what <we may expeft, when a minid^r will 
nave the whole revenue of America in his own hands, to be difhofed 
of at his own pleafure : For all the monies raifed by the late ^61 
are to be “ applied by virtue of warrants under the fign manual, 
counterfigned by the high treafurer, or any three of the commif- 
uoners of the treafury.” The “ residue ” indeed is to be ‘‘ paid 
into the receipt of the exchequer, and to be difpofed of by par¬ 
liament.” So that a minifter will have nothing to do, but to take 
care, that there ihall be no “ refidue,” and he is fuperior to all 
controul. 

Besides the burden of penfions in Ireland, which have enor- 
moully encreafed within thefe few years, almod all the offices in 
that poor kingdom, have been, knee the commencement of the 
prefent century, and now are bellowed upon Jlrangers. For tho’ 
the merit of perfons horn there, juflly raifes them to places of 
high trud when they go abroad, as all Europe can witnefs, yet he 
is an uncommonly lucky Irijhman> who can get a good pod in his 
Native country, 

When I confider the * manner in which that ifland has been 
uniformly depreded for fo many years pad, with this pernicious 

particularity 

* In Charles the fecond’s time, the houfe of commons, influenced by fome 
fa&ious demagogues, were refolved to prohibit the importation of Irijh cattle 
into England. Among other arguments in favor of Ireland it was infifted_ 
<f That by cutting off almoft entirely the trade between the kingdoms, all 
the NATURAL bands or union were dissolved, and nothing remained 
to keep the Irijh in their duty, but force and •violence\ 

“ The king (fays Mr. Hume, in his hiftory of England) was fo convinced 
of the juflnefs of thefe reafons, that he ufed all his intereft to oppofe the bill, 
and he openly declared, that he could not give his aflent to it with a fafe con¬ 
science. But the commons were refolute in their purpofe.”—“ And the fpirit 
of jTYR ANNY, of •which nations are as jujceptible as individu als, had 
animated the Englijh extremely to exert their superiority over their 

dependent fate. No affair could be conduced with greater violence than this 
by the commons. They even went fo far in the preamble of the bill, as to 
declare the importation of Irijh cattle to be a nusance. By this expreflion 
they gave fcope to their paffion^ and at the fame time barred the king's prerogative, 

by which he might think himfelf intitled to difpenfe with a law, so full 

or 



f 

[ 53 ] 
particularity of their f parliament continuing as long as the crown 

pleafes, I am aitonilhed to obferve Juch a love of liberty ftill animat¬ 
ing that loyal and generous nation; and nothing can raife 
higher my idea of the integrity and | public spirit of a 

peojde 

OF injustice AND bad folicy. The lords expunged the word, but as the 

king was fenfible that no fupply would be given by the commons, unlefs they 

were gratified in all their prejudices, he was obliged both to employ his 

intereft with the peers, to make the bill pafs, and to give the royal aflent to it. 
He could not, however, forbear exprefling his difpleafure, at the jealoufy enter¬ 

tained againft him, and at the intention which the commons difeovered, of 
retrenching his prerogative. 

This law brought great distress for some time upon Ire¬ 

land, BUT IT HAS OCCASIONED THEIR APPLYING WITH GREATER 

INDUSTRY TO MANUFACTURES, AND HAS PROVED IN THE ISSUE BE¬ 

NEFICIAL TO THAT KINGDOM.” 

Perhaps the fame reafon occafloned the “ barring the king's prerogative ” in 
the late a<ft fufpending the legiflation of Nezu-York. 

This we may be allured of, that we are as dear to his Majefy, as the people 

of Great-Britain are. We are his fubjefls as well as they, and as faithful fub- 

jeRs'j and his Majefty has given too many, too conftant proofs of his piety and 
virtue, for any man to think it poflible, that fueb a prince can make any un- 
juft diftinftion between fucb JuhjeRs. It makes no difference to his Majefty, 
whether fupplies are raifed in Great-Britain, or America ; but it makes feme dif¬ 
ference to the commons of that kingdom. 

To fpeak plainly, as becomes an honeft man on fuch important occafions, all 
our misfortunes are owing to a lust of power in men of abilities and xn- 

fluence. This prompts them to feek popularity by expedients profitable ta 
themfelves, though ever fo dcftru&ive to their country. 

Such is the accurfed nature of lawlefs ambition, and yet- —What heart 
but melts at the thought !-Such falfe, deteftable patriots, in every fate, 

have led their blind, confiding country, Ihouting their applaufes, into the jaws 
of Jhame and ruin. May the w-ifdom and goodnefs of the people of Great-Britain? 
fave them from the ufual fate of nations. 

“ -MENTEM MORTALIA TANGUNT.” 

■f The laft lrijh parliament continued 33 years, during all the late King's 
reign. The prefent parliament there has continued from the beginning of 
this reign, and probably will continue till this reign ends. 

| I am informed, that within thefe few years, a petition was prefented to 
the houfe of commons, fetting forth, “ that herrings were imported into Ireland 

from fome foreign parts of the north fo cheap, as to dilcourage the Britijh 

herring filhery, and therefore praying that fome remedy might be applied in 

that behalf by parliament.”- 
That upon this petition, the houfe came to a refolution, to impofe a duty 

of Two Shillings fterling on every barrel of foreign herrings imported into 
Ireland; but afterwards dropt the affair, for fear of engaging in a 

dispute with Ireland about the right of TAXING her. 

So much higher was the opinion, which the houfe entertained of the fpirit 
of Ireland, than of that of thefe colonies. 

I find, in the iaft Englijh papers, that the refolution and firmnefs with which 
the people of Ireland have lately alierted their freedom, have been lo alarming 
in Great-Britain, that the Lord Lieutenant, in his fpeech on the aoth of laft Ofio* 

her, “ recommended to that parliament, that fuch provifion may be made for 

fecuring the judges in the enjoyment of their ojfces and appointments, during 

their good behavior, as (hall be thought mod expedient.” 

What an important conceflion is thus obtained, by making demands becom¬ 
ing freemen, with a courage and perfeverance becoming freemen ! 
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people, who have preferred the facred fire of freedom from beina 

extinguifhed, tho the altar on which it burnt, has been over¬ 
turned. 

In the fame manner fhall we unqueftionably be treated, as foon 
as the late taxes laid upon us, fhall make polls in the (( govern¬ 
ment, and the ei adminiliration of jujlice” here, worth the atten¬ 
tion of perlons of influence in Great-Britain, We know enough 
already to fatisfy us of this truth. But this will not be the word 
part of our cafe. 

The. principals, in all great offices, will reflde in England, 

making fome paltry allowance to deputies for doing the buflnefs 
here. Let any man conflder what an exhaufdng drain this mull be 
upon us, when minillers are poflefTed of the power of creating 
what pods they pleafe, and of affixing to fuch pods what falaries 
they pleafe, and he mud be convinced how deflruftive the late a& 
will be. The injured kingdom lately mentioned, can tell us the 
mifchiefs of absentee s ; and we may perceive already the fame 
difpofltion taking place with us.- The government of New-York 

has been exercifed by a deputy. That of Virginia is now held fo; 
and we know of a number of fecretaryfhips, colledorfhips, and 
other offices, held in the fame manner. 

True it is, that if the people of Great-Britain were not too 
much blinded by the pafflons, that have been artfully excited in 
their breads, againd their dutiful children the colonids, thefe con- 
ftderations would be nearly as alarming to them as to us. The 
induence of the crown was thought by wife men, many years ago, 
too great, by reafon of the multitude of pendons and places be¬ 
llowed by it. Thefe have been vadly encreafed dnce ||, and per¬ 

haps 

|j One of the reafons urged by that great and honeft ftatefman, Sir William 

Temple, to Charles the Second, in his famous remonftrance, to difluade him from 
aiming at arbitrary power, was, that the King (( had few offices to beftow.” 

Hume's Hilt. of England. 

“ Tho' the wings of prerogative have been dipt, the influence of the 

crown is greater than ever it was in any period of our hiftory. For when we 

conflder in how many boroughs the government has the votes at command $ 
when we conflder the vaft body of perfons employed in the collection of the 

revenue, in every part of the kingdom, the inconceivable number of placemen, 

and candidates for places in the culloms, in the excife, in the poft-office, in 
the dock-yards, in the ordnance, in the falt-office, in the ftamps, in the navy 

and victualling offices, and in a variety of other departments j when we con¬ 

flder again the extenflve influence of the money corporations, fubfcriptioia job¬ 

bers and contractors, the endlefs dependencies created by the obligations confer¬ 

red on the bulk of the gentlemens families throughout the kingdom, who have 

relations preferred in our navy and numerous {landing army j when I fay, we 
conflder how wide, how binding a dependence on t* j crown is created by the 

above enumerated particulars, and the great, the enormous weight and influence 

which the crown derives from this extenflve dependence upon its favor and 

power, any lord in waiting, any lord of the bed-chamber, any man may be 

appointed minifter.” 
A doCtrine to this effeCt is faid to have been the advice of L— H. 

Late Nm* Paper. 
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haps it would be no difficult matter to prove that the people have 
decreafed. 

Surely therefore, thofe who wifh the welfare of their country, 
ought ferioudy to refleft, what may be the confequence of fuch a 
new creation of offices, in the difpofal of the crown. The army> 

the adminiftration of juflicey and the civil government here, with fuch 
falaries as the crown ihall pleafe to annex, will extend minifterial 

influence as much beyond its former bounds, as the late war did the 
Britijh dominions. \ 

But whatever the people of Great-Britain may think on this 
occafion, I hope the people of thefe colonies will unanimoully join 
in this fentiment, that the late aCl of parliament is injurious to 
their liberty, and that this fentiment will unite them in a firm 
oppofition to it, in the fame manner as the dread of the Stamp- 

Act did. 
Some perfons may imagine the fums to be raifed by it, are but 

fmall, and therefore may be inclined to acquiefce under it. A 
conduCl more dangerous to freedom, as before has been obferved, 
can never be adopted. Nothing is wanted at home but a * pre¬ 
cedent, the force of which fhall be edablifhed, by the tacit fub- 
million of the colonies. With what zeal was the datute eredting 
the pod-office, and another relating to the recovery of debts in . 
America, urged and tortured, as precedents in fupport of the Stamp- 
Atty tho’ wholly inapplicable. If the parliament fucceeds in this 
attempt, other datutes will impofe other duties. Indead of taxing 
ourfelves, as we have been accudomed to do, from the fird fettle- 
ment of thefe provinces, all our ufual taxes will be converted into 
parliamentary taxes on our importations ; and thus the parliament 
will levy upon us fuch fums of money as they chufe to take, with¬ 

out any other limitation, than their pleasure. 
We know how much labor and care have been bedowed by 

thefe colonies, in laying taxes in fuch a manner, that they fliould 
be mod eafy to the people, by being laid on the proper articles; 
mod equal, by being proportioned to every man’s circumdances ; 
and cheapefty by the method directed for collecting them. 

But parliamentary taxes will be laid on us, without any con- 
fideration, whether there is any eafeer mode. The only point re¬ 
garded will be, the certainty of levying the taxes, and not the con¬ 

venience of the people on whom they are to be levied ; and there¬ 
fore all datutes on this head will be fuch as will be mod likely, 
according to the favorite phrafe, “ to execute themfelvesA 

Taxes 

# “ Here may be obferved, that when any ancient law or cuftom of par¬ 
liament is broken, and the crown poflefl'ed of a precedent, how difficult a thing 

it is to ref ore the fubjtB again to bis former freedom and safety.” 

2d Coke's Injl. p. 529. 

i{ It is not almoft cre dible to forefee, when any maxim or fundamental law 
of this realm is altered (as elfewhere hath been obferved) what dangerous in- 
conveniences do follow,” 4th Coke's Injl, p. 41. 



Taxes in every free flate have been, and ought to bf, as exactly 
proportioned as is pojjible to the abilities df tho/e who are to pay them*. 

They cannot otherwiie be juft. Even a Hottentot would comprehend 
the unreafonablenejs of making a poor man pay as much for “ de¬ 
fending ” the property of a rich man, as the rich man pays himfelf. 

Let any perfon look into the late a£t of parliament, and he will 
immediately perceive, that the immenfe ekates of Lord Fairfax, 
Lord f Baltimore, and our Proprietaries, which are amongk his 
Majeky’s other “ Dominions ” to be £< defended, protected and 
fecured” by the ad, will not pay a Jingle farthing for the duties 
thereby impofed, except Lord Fairfax wants fome of his win¬ 
dows glazed ; Lord Baltimore and our Proprietaries are quite fecure, 
as they live in England. 

I mention thefe particular cafes, as kriking inkances how far 
the late ad is a deviation from that principle of jv.ftice, which has 
fo conkantly diitinguifhed our own laws on this continent, and 
ought to be regarded in all laws. 

The third conkderation with our continental affemblies in lay¬ 
ing taxes, has been the method of colleding them. This has been 
done by a few officers, with moderate allowances, under the in- 
fpedion of the refpedive affemblies. No more was raijed from the 

J'ubjett, than was ufed for the intended purpofes. But by the late 
ad, a miniker may appoint as many officers as he pleafes for colled¬ 
ing the taxes; may akign them what falaries he thinks “ adequate;99 
and they are fubjed to no infpeftion but his own. 

In Ihort, if the late ad of parliament takes effed, thefe colo- 
lonies muk dwindle down into “ common corporations,” as 
their enemies, in the debates concerning the repeal of the Stamp- 
Aft, ftrenuoufy inffted they were; and it feems not improbable that 
fome future hikorian may thus record our fall. 

“ The eighth year of this reign was dikinguilhed by a very 
memorable event, the American colonies then fubmitting, for the 
FIRST time, to be taxed by the Britijh parliament. An attempt 
of this kind had been made about two years before, but was de¬ 
feated by the vigorous exertions of the feveral provinces, in de¬ 
fence of their liberties. Their behavior on that occafion rendered 
their name very celebrated for a ffiort time all over Europe; all 
Hates being extremely attentive to a difpute between Great-Britain, 

and fo confiderable a part of her dominions. For as (he was 
thought to be growm too powerful, by the fuccefsful conclufion of 
the late war fhe had been engaged in, it was hoped by many, that 
as it had happened before to other kingdoms, civil difeords would 

afford 

+ Maryland and Pennfyhania have been engaged in the warmeft difputes, 
in order to obtain an equal and juft taxation of their Proprietors eftates : 

But this late a& of parliament does more for thofe Proprietors, than they them- 

felves would venture to demand. It totally exempts them from taxation. 

tho1 their vaft eftates are to be “ fccured ” by the taxes of other people. 



afford opportunities of revenging all the injuries fuppofed to be re. 
ceived from her. However, the caufe of diffenfion was removed, 
by a repeal of the hatute that had given offence, This affair 
rendered the submissive conduct of the colonies fo foon after, 
the more extraordinary ; there being no difference between the mode 
of taxation which they oppofed, and that to which they fubmit- 
ted, but this, that by the firlt, they were to be continually re?nind- 

ed that they were taxed, by certain marks flumped on every piece of 
paper or parchment they ufed. The authors of that ftatute tri¬ 
umphed greatly on this conduft of the colonies, and infilled, that 
it the people of Great-Britain had perfifled in enforcing it, the 
Americans would have been, in a few months, Jo fatigued with the 

efforts of patriotij'm, that they would have yielded obedience. 
“ Certain it is, that tho’ they had before their eyes fo many 

illuftricus examples in their mother country, of the confta?it fuccej's 

attending firmnefs and perjeverance, in oppofitjon to dangerous en¬ 
croachments on liberty, yet they quietly gave up a point of the 
last importance. From thence the decline of their freedom 
began, and its decay was extremely rapid; for as money was always 
railed upon them by the parliament, their affe?nblies grew imme¬ 
diately uj'elej's, and in a fhort time coyitemptible: And in lefs than 
one hundred years, the people funk down into that tamenefs and 
fupine7iefs of fpirit, by which they hill continue to be diftin- 
guilhed.” 

Et majores <veftros Cf pofteros cogitate. 

Remember your anceitors and your poherity. 

A FARMER. 

LETTER XI. 

My dear Countrymen, 

HAVE feveral times, in the courfe of thefe letters, men- Itioned the late aft of parliament, as being the foundation of 
future meafures injurious to thefe colonies ; and the belief of 

this truth I wifh to prevail, becaufe I think it neceffary to our 
fafety. 

A perpetual jealoufy, refpefting liberty, is abfolutely requiiite 
in all free hates. The very texture of their conhitution, in mixt 

governments, demands it. For the cautions with which power is 
diftributed among the feveral orders, imply, that each has that lhare 
which is proper for the general welfare, and therefore that any 

H further 



further acquisition muit be pernicious. * Machiavel employs a 
whole chapter in his difcourfes, to prove that a ilate, to be long 
lived, mull be frequently corrected, and reduced to its firft prin¬ 
ciples. But of all dates that have exifted, there never was any, 
in which this jealoufy could be more proper than in thefe colonies! 
For the government here is not only mixt, but dependent, which 
circumftance occafions a peculiarity in its form, of a very delicate 

, nature. 

Two reafons induce me to defire, that this fpirit of apprehen¬ 
sion may be always kept up among us, in its utmoft vigilance. 
The firft is this-that as the happinefs of thefe provinces indu¬ 
bitably confids in their connection with Great-Britain, any fepara- 
tion between them is lefs likely to be occafioned by civil dilcords, 
if every difguding meafure is oppofed fingly, and nubile it is new : 

For in this manner of proceeding, every fuch meafure is mod like¬ 
ly to be reCtihed. On the other hand, oppreffions and diffadsfac¬ 
tions being permitted to accumulate—// ever the governed throw 
off the load, they will do more. A people does not reform with 
moderation. The rights of the fubjeft therefore cannot be too often 

conlidered, explained or afferted : And whoever attempts to do 
this, fhews himfelf, whatever may be the rafh and peevilh reflec¬ 
tions of pretended wifdom, and pretended duty, a friend to thofe 

who injudiciouily exercile their power, as well as to them, over * 
whom it is fo exercifed. 

t 

Had all the points of prerogative claimed by Charles the Firft, 
been feparately conteiled and fettled in preceding reigns, his fate 
would in ail probability have been very different; and the peo¬ 
ple would have been content with that liberty which is compatible 
with regal authority. But f he thought, it would be as dangerous 
for him to give up the powers which at any time had been by 
ufufipation exercifed by the crown, as thofe that were legally vefted 
in it. This produced an equal excels on the part of the people. 
For when their pafiions were excited by multiplied grievances, they 
thought it would be as dangerous for them to allow the powers 
that were legally vefted in the crown, as thofe which at any time 
had been by ufurpation exercifed by it. Adis, that might by them- 

/elves have been upon many confiderations exculed or extenuated, 
derived a contagious malignancy and odium from other adls, with 
which they were connedled^ They were not regarded according 
$ . . ■ to 

* Macbiavel's Difcourfes-Book 3. Chap. I. 
ft The author is fenhble, that this is putting the gentleft conftrudlion on 

Charles’s conduct ; and that is 6ne reafon why he choofes it. Allowances ought 
to be made for the errors of thofe men, who are acknowledged to have been 
pofiefled of many virtues. TJie education of this unhappy prince, anti his con¬ 

fidence in men not fo good or wife as himfelf, had probably filed him with mi- 

ffaken notions of his own authority, and of the confeqnences that would attend 

conceflions of any kind to a people, who were reprel'ented to him, as aiming at 

too much power. 
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to the fimple force of each, but as parts of a fyftem of oppreffion. 
Every one therefore, however fmall in itfelf, became alarming, as 
an additional evidence of tyrannical defigns. It was in vain for 
prudent and moderate men to inlift, that there was no neceflity to 
abolifh royalty. Nothing lefs than the utter deftrudtion of monar¬ 
chy, could fatisfy thofe who had fuffered, and thought they ha4 
reafon to believe, they always Jhould fuller under it. 

The confequences of thefe mutual diftrufts are well known : But 
there is no other people mentioned in hiftory, that I recollect, who 
have been fo conltantly watchful of their liberty, and fo fuccefsful 
in their ftruggles for it, as the Englijh. This confideration leads 
me to the fecund reafon, why I “ defire that the fpirit of appre- 
henfion may be always kept up among us in its utmolt vigilance.” 

The frit principles of government are to be looked for in 
human nature. Some of the bell writers have afterted, and it 
feems with good reafon, that “ government is founded on { opi~ 

>> men. 

Custom undoubtedly has a mighty force in producing opinion, 

and reigns in nothing more arbitrarily than in public affairs. It 
gradually reconciles us to obje&s even of dread and deteftation ; 
and I cannot but think thefe lines of Mr. Pope as applicable to 
vice in politics, as to vice in ethics.- 

“ Vice is a monfter of fo horrid mien, 
“ As to be hated, needs but to be feen ; 
“ Yet feen too oft, familiar with her face, 
<c We firft endure, then pity, then embraced' 

When an adl injurious to freedom has been once done, and the 
people bear it, the repetition of it is moft likely to meet with fub- 

mifficn.' For as the mifchief of the one was found to be tolerable, 
they will hope that of the fecond will prove fo too ; and they will 
not regard the infamy of the laft, becaufe they are ftained with that 

of the firft. 
Indeed nations, in general, are not apt to think until \S\ty feel; 

and therefore nations in general have loft their liberty : for as 
violations of the rights of the governed, are commonly not only 

H 2 fpeciousj 

1 u Opinion is of two kinds, viz. opinigp of interest, and opinion of 
right. By opinion of interejl, I chiefly Vundjerftand, the fenfe of the pub tic ad¬ 

vantage which is reaped from government; together w ith the perfuafion, that the 
particular government which is eflablifhed, is equally advantageous with any 

other, that could be eajily fettled. ° ^ 
<f Right is of two kinds, right to power, and right to property. ^ A bat pre¬ 

valence opinion of the firft kind has over mankind, may eali<v be underflood, by 
obferving the attachment which all nations have to their antient government, 
and even to thofe names which have had the lantbion oi antiquity, sl>,, iquity 

always begets the opinion t>f right“ It is fufficiently underftood, that* the 
opinion of right to property, is of the greateft moment in all martens cf govern¬ 
ment.” Hum's EJJays. 

f 
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. fPecl0U/> bbt finall at the beginning, they fpread over the mul- 
titude m fuch a manner, as to touch individuals but flig-htlv, 
.Thus they are difregarded. The power or profit that arifes from 
theie violations* centering in few perfons, is to them confiderable. 

or this reafon the governors having in view their particular pur- 
poles, fuccefiively preferve an uniformity of conduft for attaining; 
them. They regularly encreafe the firft injuries, till at length the 
inattentive people are compelled to perceive the heavinefs of their 

urthens.^—They begin to complain and enquire—-but too late, 
i ney find their oppreifors fo ftrengthened by fuccefs, and them- 

7 V.es entangled in examples of exprefs authority on the part of 
t eir ruleis, and of tacit recognition on their own part, that they 
are quite confounded : For millions entertain no other idea of the 
f&f* ^ power, than that it is founded on the exercije of power. 

. ey v°iuntarily fallen their chains, by adopting a pufillammous 
opinion^ that there will be too much danger in attempting a re- 
meay, ? or another opinion no lefs fatal,-“ that the govern- 
ment has bright to treat them as it does.” They then feek a 
wretched relief for their minds, by perfuading themfelves, that to 
yield their obedience, is to difcharge their duty. The deplorable 
poverty of fpint, that prollrates all the dignity bellowed by divine 
providence on our nature—of courfe Jucceeds. 

From thefe reflections I conclude, that every free Hate fhould 
incelfantly watch, and inllantly take alarm on any addition being 
made to the power exercifed over them. Innumerable inltances 
might be produced to fhew, from wdiat flight beginnings the moll 
extenfive confequences have flowed: But I lhall feled two only 
From the hiftory of England. 

Henry the Seventh was the firfl monarch of that kingdom, 
Vyho eltablifhed a standing body of armed men. This was a 
band of fifty archers, called yeomen of the guard: And this in- 
flitution, notwithllanding the fmallnefs of the number, was, to 
prevent difcontent, || “ difguifed under pretence of majelly and 
grandeur.” In 1684 the Handing forces were fo much augmented, 

that 

'* Omnia naala exempla ex bonis initiis orta funt. 

Sallust. Bell. Cat. S. 50. 

f “ The republic is always attacked with greater vigor, than it is defended i 

For the audacious and prof gate, prompted by their natural enmity to it, are 
eafily impelled to aft by the leaf nod of their leaders; Whereas the honest, I 
know not why, are generally Jhw and unwilling to ftir j and neglecting always 

the BEGINNINGS of things, are never roufed to exert themfelves, but by the 
laf necefity: So that through irresolution and delay, when they would 
be glad to compound at laft for their quiet, at the expence even cf their 

Honor, they commonly lofe them both.” Cicero’s Orat. for SextiIts. 

Such were the fentiments of this great and excellent man, whofe vaft abilities, 
and the calamities of his country during his time, enabled him, by mournful 

experience, to form a juft judgment on the ccnduft of the friends and enemies 
'of liberty. 

Rapin's Hiftory of England. 

m 



—. - • 

[ 61 ] 
that Rapin fays—The king, in order to make his people fully 

fenfible of their new flavery, affe&ed to mufter his troops, which 
amounted to 4000 well armed and difeiplined men.” I think out* 
army, at this time, confiils of more than feventy regiments. 

The method of taxing by excise was firll introduced amidft 
the convulfions of the civil wars. Extreme neceffity was pretended 
for it, and its Ihort continuance promifed. After the reiloration, 
an excife upon beer, ale and other liquors, was granted to the 
t king, one half in fee, the other for life, as an equivalent for 
the court of wards. Upon fames the Second’s acceffion, the par¬ 
liament § gave him the firll excife, with an additional duty on wine, 

tobacco, and fome other things. Since the revolution it has been 
extended to fait,-candles, leather, hides, hops, foap, paper, paile- 
boards, mill-boards, feale-boards, vellum, parchment, ftarch, iilks, 
calicoes, linens, fluffs, printed, ilained, &c. wire, wrought plate, 
coffee, tea, chocolate, &c. 

Thus a Jlanding army and excife have, from their firffc (lender 
origins, tho’ always hated, always feared, always oppoj'ed, at length 
fwelled up to their vail prefent bulk. 

These fafts are fufficient to fupport what I have faid. ’Tis 
true, that all the mifchiefs apprehended by our anceftors from a 
ftanding army and excife, have not yet happened: But it does not 
follow from thence, that they will not happen. The infide of a 
houfe may catch fre, and the moil valuable apartments be ruined, 
before the flames burll out. The queftion in thefe cafes is not, 
what evil has actually attended particular meafures—but, what evil, 
in^the nature of things, is likely to attend them. Certain circum- 
ilances may for fome time delay effedls, that were reafonably expect¬ 

ed, and that mu ft enjue. There was a long period, after the Ro¬ 

mans had prorogued his command to * Publilius Philo, before 
that example deilroyed their liberty. All our kings, from the re¬ 
volution to the prefent reign, have been foreigners. Their ??: infers 

generally continued but a fhort time in authority J ; and they 
themfelves were mild and virtuous princes. 

A BOLE 

•f 12 Char. II. Chap. 23 and 24. 
§ 1 James II. Chap. 1 and 4. 

* In the year of the city 428, tc Duo fingularia h;cc ei viro primnm con- 
tigere ; prorogatio imperii non ante in ullo fa&a, et a£to. honore triumphus.** 

Liv. B. 8. Chap. 23. 26. 
“ Had the red of the Roman citizens imitated the example of L. Qiintius, 

'who refufed to have his confulfhip continued to him, they had never admitted 

that cuftom of proroguing of magiftrates, and then the prolongation of their 
commands in the army had never been introduced, which very thing was at 
length the ruin of that commonwealth.” Machiavel's Difcoufs, B. 3. Chap. 24. 

% I dont know but it may be faid, with a good deal ot reafon, that a quick 
rotation of minifters is very defirable in Great-Britain. A minifter there has a 

vaft ilore of materials to work with. Long adminijlrations are rather favorable to 

the reputation of a people abroad, than to their liberty. 

■ 

I fe 



[ 62 ] 

A bold, ambitious prince, poflefled of great abilities, firmly 
fixed in his throne by de/cent, ferved by minijlers like himfelf, and 
rend ered either venerable or terrible by the glory of his fuccejjes, may 
execute what his predeceflors did not dare to attempt. Henry the 
Fourth totteied m his leat during his whole reign. Henry the Fifth 
djew the ihength of that kingdom into France, to carry on his wars 
there, and left the commons at home, protefiing, “ that the people 
were not bound to ferve out of the realm.” 

It is true, that a itrong fpirit of liberty fubiids at prefent in 
Great-Britain, but what reliance is to be placed in the temper of a 
people, when the prince is poffefled of an unconflitutional power, 
our own hiftqry can fufficiently inform us. When Charles the Se¬ 
cond had {Lengthened himfelf by the return of the garrifon of 
Tangier, “ England (fays Rapin) faw on a fudden an' amazing re¬ 

volution ; faw herfelf Jlripped oj all her rights and privileges, except¬ 
ing fuch as the king Should vouchfafe to grant her: And what is 
more ajlonijhing, the Englijh themfelves delivered up thefe very 
rights and privileges to Charles the Second, which they had fo paf 

fionately, and, if I may fay it, furioufiy defended againit the defigns 
of Charles the Firft.” This happened only thirty-fix years after 
this laft prince had been beheaded. 

Some perfons are of opinion, that liberty is not violated, but 
by fuch open a£ts of force ; but they feem to be greatly miilaken. I 
could mention a period within thefe forty years, when almoft as great 
a change of difpofition was produced by the secret meafures of 
a long adminiftration, as by Charles's violence. Liberty, perhaps. 
Is never expofed to fo much danger, as when the people believe 
there is the lead:; for it may be fu’bverted, and yet they not think fo. 

Public difgufting afts are feldom pra&ifed by the ambitious, 
at the beginning of their defigns. Such condud filences and dif- 

courages the weak, and the wicked, who would otherwife have 
been their advocates or accomplices. It is of great confequence, to 
allow thofe who, upon any account, are inclined to favor them, 
fomething fpecious to fay in their defence. Their power may be 
fully eflahlifhed, tho’ it would not be fafe for them to do whatever 

they pleafe. For there are things, which, at fome times, even 
(laves will not bear. Julius Ceefar, and Oliver Cromwell, did not 
dare to aifume the title of king. The Grand Seignor dares not lay 
a new tax. The king of France dares not be a proteftant. Cer¬ 
tain popular points may be left untouched, and yet freedom be ex- 
tinguifhed. The commonalty of Venice imagine themfelves free, 
becaufe they are permitted to do what they ought not. But 1 
quit a fubjeft, that would lead me too far from my purpofe. 

By the late a& of parliament, taxes are to be levied upon us, 
for ii defraying the charge of the adminijtration of juftice——the 
fupport of civil government-and the expences of defending his 

Majefty’s dominions in America f 
If 



If any man doubts what ought to be the conduCl of thefe cg- 

lonies on this occaiion, I would alk him thefe queflions. 
Has not the parliament exprefly avowed their intention of 

raifing money from us for certain purposes ? Is not this fcheme 
popular in Great-Britain ? Will the taxes, impofed by the late aCt, 
anfwer thofe purpofes? If it will, mult it not take an wunenfe fum 

from us ? If it will not, is it to be expeffed, that the parliament 
will not fully execute their intention when it is pleaflng at home, 

and not oppofed here? Mull not this be done by impofmg new 
taxes? Will not every addition, thus made to our taxes, be an ad¬ 
dition to the powder of the Britijh legidature, by increafing the num¬ 

ber of dflicers employed in the collection ? Will not every addition¬ 
al tax therefore render it more difficult to abrogate any of them 
When a branch of revenue is once eltabliihed, does it not appear 
to many people invidious and undutifuj to attempt to aboliih it ? 
If taxes, fufficient to acco?npliJh the intention of the parliament, 
are impofed by the parliament, what taxes will remain to be impo- 
Ied by our aflemblies ? It no material taxes re?nain to be impofed by 
them, what mull: become of them, and thz people they reprefent ? 

* “ If any perfon confiders thefe things, and yet thinks our 
liberties are in no danger, I wonder at that perfon’s fecurity.” 

One other argument is to be added ,which, by itfelf, I hope, will 

be fufficient to convince the molt incredulous man on this con¬ 

tinent, that the late aCl of parliament is only defigned to be a pre¬ 

cedent, whereon the future vaifalage of thele colonies may be 
eftablifhed. 

« 

Every duty thereby laid on articles of Britijh manufacture, is 
laid on fome commodity, upon the exportation of which from 
Great-Britain, a drawback is payable. Thofe drawbacks, in moft 
of the articles, are exactly double to the duties given by the late aCt. 
The parliament therefore might, in half a dozen lines, have railed 
much more money, only by flopping the drawbacks in the hands 
of the officers at home, on exportation to thefe colonies, than by 
this folemn impoiition of taxes upon us, to be collected here. Pro¬ 
bably, the artful contrivers of this aCt formed it in this manner, 
in order to referve to themfelves, in cafe of any objections being 
made to it, this fpecious pretence-“ that the drawbacks are 
gifts to the colonies, and that the late aCt only leffiens thofe gifts.” 
But the truth is, that the drawbacks are intended for the encou¬ 
ragement and promotion of Britijh manufactures and commerce, 
and are allowed on exportation to any foreign parts, as well as on 
exportation to thefe provinces. Befides, care has been taken to 
hide into the aCt,- fome articles on which there are no drawbacks. 
However, the whole duties laid by the late aft on all the articles 
therein fpecified are fo Jmall, that they will not amount to as much 

as the drawbacks which are allowed on part of them only. If 
therefore, 

* DemofthcRePs 2d Philippic, 
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therefore, the fum to he obtained by the late aft, had been the foie 

cbjeft in forming it, there would not have been any occaiion for 
tc the commons of Great-Britain, to give and grant to his 
Majefty rates and duties for raifng a revenue in his Majefty’s 

dominions in America, for making a more certain and adequate 
provifion for defraying the charges of the adminiflration of juifice, 
the fupport of civil government, and the expence of defending the 
faid dominions —nor would there have been any occaiion for an 
f expenlive board of commiffioners, and all the other new charges 
to which we are made liable. 

Upon the whole, for my part, I regard the late aft as an expe¬ 

riment made of our difpofition. It is a bird fent out over the wa¬ 
ters, to difcover, whether the waves, that lately agitated this part 
of the world with fuch violence, are yet jubfided. If this adven¬ 

turer gets footing here, we fhall quickly find it to be of the 
I kind defcribed by the poet.- 

cc Infelix vates.” 

A direful foreteller of future calamities. 

A FAR M E R. 

-f The expence of this board, I am informed, is between Four and FiveThou- 
fand Pounds Sterling a year. The eftabiifhment of officers, for collecting the 

revenue in America, amounted before to Seven Thoufand Six Hundred Pounds 
per annum ; and yet, fays the author of i( The regulation of the colonies,” 

li the whole remittance from all the taxes in the colonies, at an average of thirty 

yearsy has not amounted to One Thoufand Nine Hundred Pounds a year, and 
in that fum Seven or Eight Hundred Pounds per annum only, have been re¬ 

mitted from North-America.” 
The lmallnefs of the revenue arifing from the duties in Americay demonftrates 

that they were intended only as regulations of trade : And can any 

perfon be fo blind to truth, fo dull of apprehenfion in a matter of unfpeakable 
importance to his country, as to imagine, that the board of commiffioners lately 

eftablifhed at fuch a charge, is inftituted to affifl in collecting One Thoufand 
Nine Hundred Pounds a year, or the trifling duties impofed by the late aCt ? 

Surely every man on this continent muft perceive, that they are eftablifhed for 

the care of a new system of revenue, which is but now begun, 

£ (( Dira caelseno,” Virgil, JEntid 3. 

LET- 
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LETTER XIL 

My dear Countrymen, SOME ftates have loft their liberty by particular accidents : 

But this calamity is generally owing to the decay of virtue, 

A people is travelling fall to deftruCtion, when individuals 

conftder their interefts as diftinCt from thofe of the public. Such no¬ 
tions are fatal to their country, and to themfelves. Yet how many 
are there, fo weak and fordid as to think they perform all the offices 

of life, if they earneftly endeavor to encreafe their own wealth, 
power, and credit, without the leaft regard for the fociety, under 
the protection of which they live; who, if they can make an im¬ 

mediate profit to themfelves, by lending their aftiftance to thofe, whofe 
projects plainly tend to the injury of their country, rejoice in their 
dexterity, and believe themfelves entitled to the character of able 

politicians. Miferable men 1 Of whom it is hard to fay, whether 
they ought to be molt the objeCts of pity or contempt: But whofe 
opinions are certainly as detefable, as their practices are deftruSHve. 

Tho’ I always refleCt, with a high pleafure, on the integrity 
and underftanding of my countrymen, which, joined with a pure 
and humble devotion to the great and gracious author of every 
blefting they enjoy, will, I hope, enfure to them, and their pofte- 
rity, all temporal and eternal happinefs ; yet when I coniider, that 
in every age and cpuntry there have been bad men, my heart, at 
this threatening period, is fo full of apprehenfion, as not to permit 
me to believe, but that there may be fome on this continent, 
againfi who?nyou ought to be upon your guard-Men, who either * 

I hold. 

* It is not intended, by thefe words, to throw any reflexion upon gentlemen, 
becaufe they are poflefled of offices : For many of them are certainly men of 
virtue, and lovers of their country. But fuppofed obligations of gratitude, and 
honor, may induce them to be lilent. Whether thefe obligations ought to be re¬ 
garded or not, is not fo much to be confidered by others, in the judgment they 
form of thefe gentlemen, as whether they think they ought to be regarded. Per¬ 
haps, therefore, we fhall aCl in the properefl manner towards them, if we nei¬ 
ther reproach nor imitate them. The perfons meant in this letter, are the bafe 

fpirited wretches, who may endeavor to dijlinguifh themfelves, by their fordid zeal 
in defending and promoting meafures, which they know, beyond all quejlion, to be 
Jeftrudlive to thz juft rights and true interejis of their country. It is fcarcely pof- 
flble to fpeak of thefe men with any d-egree of patience-—It is fcarcely polfible to 
fpeak of them with any degree of propriety-For no words can truly deferibe' 
their guilt and meannef-But every honefl: bofom, on their being mentioned, 

will feel what cannot be expreJJ'ed. 
If their wickednefs did not blind them, they might perceive along the coaft 

of thefe colonies, manv men, remarkable inflances of wrecked ambition, who, 

after diftinguijhing themfelves in the fupport of the Stamp-Adi, by a courageous 
contempt of their country, and of juftice, have been left to linger out their 

miferable 
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hold, or expeft to hold certain advantages, by fetting examples of 
femlity to their countrymen.-—Men, who trained to the employ¬ 
ment, or fell taught by a natural verfatility of genius, ferve as 
decoys for drawing the innocent and unwary into fnares. It is not 
to be doubted but that fuch men will diligently bellir themfelves 
on this and every like occafion, to fpread the infe&ion of their 
meanneis as far as they can. On the plans they have adopted, this 
is then' courfe. This is the method to recommend themfelves to 
their patrons. 

From them we Ihall learn, how picafant and profitable a thing it 
is, to be for our submissive behavior wellfpoken of at St. James's, 

01 St. Stephen s ; at Guildhall, or the Royal Exchange. Specious 
fallacies will be dreft up with all the arts of delufion, to perfuade 
one colony to dijhnguijh herjelf from another, by unbecoming con- 
defcenfions, fwhich will ferve the ambitious purpofes of great men at 
home, and therefore will be thought by them to entitle their affiftants 

in obtaining them to considerable rewards. 
Our fears will be excited. Our hopes will be awakened. It 

will b£ infmuated to us, with a plauiible affedation of wifdom and 
concern, how prudent it is to pleale the powerful--how dangerous 

to provoke them-and then comes in the perpetual incantation 
that freezes up every generous purpofe of the foul in cold, inadive 
expedation—“ that if there is any requeft to be made, compliance 
will obtain a favorable attention.” 

Our vigilance and our union are fuccefs and fafety. Our negli¬ 

gence and our di-vifion are dijlrefs and death. They are worfe_ 
They are fbame and fa-very. Let us equally ihun the benumbing 

flillnefs 

miferable exigence, without a government, collertorffiip, fecretary/hip, or any 

other commiffion, to confole them as -well as it could, for lofs of virtue and re- 
putation----while numberlefs offices have been beftowed in thefe colonies on 

people from Great-Britain, and new ones are continually invented, to be thus 
beftowed. As a few great prizes are put into a lottery to tempt multitudes t» 

lofe, fo here and therein American has been raifed to a good poft.- 
ei Apparent ran nantes in gurgite -vafloA 

Mr. Greenville, indeed, in order to recommend the St amp-AEl, hz<\ the unequal¬ 

led generofity, to pour down a golden fhower of offices upon Americans j and 

yet thefe ungrateful colonies did not thank Mr. Greervville for {hewing his kind- 
nefs to their countrymen, nor them for accepting it. How muft that great 

ftatefnjan have been furprized, to find, that the. unpolifhed colonies could not 
be recowciled to infamy by treachery ? Such a bountiful difpofition towards u* 

never appeared in any minifter before him, and probably never will appear 
again : For it is evident, that fuch a fyjlem of policy is to be eftablifhed ©n this 

continent, as, in a ftiort time, is to render it utterly unneceliary to ufe the leaft 
art in order to conciliate our approbation of any meafures. Some of our coun¬ 

trymen may be employed to fix chains upon us, but they wull never be per¬ 
mitted to hold them afterwards. So that the utmoft, that any of them can 

expert, is only a temporary pro-vifion, that may expire in their own time $ but 

which, they may be ajfured, will preclude their children from having any confi- 

deration paid to them. Natives of America muft link into total neglect 

and contempt, the moment that their country loles the conftitutional 
powers /he now pofTelfes. 
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flillnefs of overweening Jlotk, and the feverifh a&ivity of that ill 

informed zeal, which bufies itfelf in maintaining little, mean and 
narrow opinions. Let us, with a truly wife generofity and charity, 

banifh and difcourage all illiberal diftinttions, which may arife 
from differences in Jituation, forms of government, or modes of reli¬ 

gion. Let us confider ourfelves as men—freemen—Christian 

freemen ——J'eparated from the reft of the voorld, and frmly bound 

together by the Janie rights, interefts and dangers. Let thefe keep 
our attention inflexibly fixed on the great objects, which we 
muft continually regard, in order to treferve thofe rights, to 
promote thofe interefts, and to avert thoje dangers. 

Let thefe truths be indelibly impreffed on our minds-that we 

cannot be happy, without being free-that we cannot be free, 
without being J'ecure in cur property-that we cannot be fecure in 
our property, if, without our confcnt, others may, as by right, take 

it away-that taxes impofed on us by parliament, do thus take it 
away-that duties laid for the foie purpofe of raijing money, are • 
taxes-that attempts to lay fuch duties jhould be inftantly and firmly 

cppofed-that this oppofition can never be effectual, unlefs it is' the 

united effort of theje provinces-that therefore benevolence of 

te?nper towards each other, and unanimity of counfels, are cffential 
to the welfare of the whole-and laftly, that for this reafon, every 
man amongd: us, who in any manner would encourage either dift 

fenfion, diffidence, or indifference, between thefe colonies, is an ene¬ 
my to hunfelf, and to his country. 

The belief of thefe truths, I verily think, my countrymen, is 
indifpenfably neceffary to your happinefs. I befeech you, there¬ 
fore, f “ teach them diligently unto your children, and talk of 
them when you fit in your houfes, and when you walk by the way, 
and when you lie down, and when you rife up.” 

What have thefe colonies to ajk, while they continue freer 
Or what have they to dread, but infidious attempts to fubvert 
their freedom ? Their profperity does not depend on minified al fa¬ 

vors doled out to particular provinces. They form one political body, 
of which each colony is a member. Their happinefs is founded on their 

confutation; and is to be promoted, by preferring that contlitu- 
tion in unabated vigor, throughout every part. A fpot, a fpeck of 
decay, however fmall the limb on which it appears, and however 
remote it may feem from the vitals, fliould be alarming/ VVe 
have all the rights requifite for our profperity. The legal authority 

of Great-Britain may indeed lay hard reftriclions upon usj but, 
like the fpear of Telephus, it will cure as well as wound. Her nn- 
kindnefs will inflrudt and compel us, after fome time, to d;cover, 
in our induftry and frugality, furprifing remedies—--// our rights 

continue unviolated: For as long as the pro duds • .r our IT or, and 
r o the 

f Deuteron, vi. 7. 
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the rewards of our care, can properly be called our own, fo long it 
will be worth our while to be induftrious and frugal. But if when 
we plow—low—reap—gather—and threfh—we find, that we plow 
--_fow—reap—gather—and threfh for others, whofe PLEASURE 
is to be the SOLE LIMITATION how tnuch they fhall take, 

and how much they fhall leave, why Ihould we repeat the unpro¬ 
fitable toil ? Horfes and oxen are content with that portion of the 

fruits of their work, which their owners aflign them, in order to 
keep them ftrong enough to raife fucceflive crops; but even thefe 

beafts will not fubmit to draw for their mafters, until they are fub- 

dued by whips and goads. 

Let us take care of our rights, and we therein take care of our 

profperity. * “ SLAVERY IS EVER PRECEDED 
BY SLEEP/’ Individuals may be dependent on miniflers, if 
they pleafe. States should scorn it ;-and if you are not 
wanting to yourfelves, you will have a proper regard paid you by 
thefe, to whom if you are not rejpettabic, you will be ccntcjnptible. 

But--—if we have already forget the reafons that urged us, 
with unexampled unanimity, to exert ourftives two years ago-if 
our zeal for the public good is worn out before the homejpun cloaths, 

which it caufed us to have made-if our reflations are Jo faint, as 
by our prefent condud to condemn our own late fuccefsful example— 
if we are not af'eSied by any reverence for the memory of our ai^- 
ceftors, who tranfmitted to us that freedom in which they had been 
bleft-if we are not animated by any regard for poilerity, to 
whom, by the moft facred obligations, we are bound to deliver 
down the invaluable inheritance-then, indeed, any minifer- 

or any tool of a minifter-or any creature of a tool of a minifler 
-—or any lower f infirument of f adminiflration, if lower there be, 
is a perj'onage whom it may be dangerous to offend. 

I SHALL 

* Montefeuieu s Spirit of Laws, Book 14, Chap. 13. 
t( Inltrumenta regni.” Tacitus's Ann. Book 12, § 66. 
If any perfon fhall imagine that he difeovers, in thefe letters, the leaft 

diflike of the dependence of thefe colonies on Great'Britain, I beg that fuch 

perfon will not form any judgment on particular exprejfions, but will confider the 

tenor of all tbe letters taken together. In that cafe, I flatter myfelf, that every 
unprejudiced reader will be convinced, that the true intereils of Grcai-Britain 

are as dear to me, as they ought to be to every good fubjeft. 
If I am an Enthufiajl in any thing, it is in my zeal for the perpetual dependence 

of thefe colonies on their mother country.—A dependence founded on mutual 

benefits, the continuance of which can be fecured only by mutual affeElions. 
Therefore it is, that with extreme apprehenflon I view the fmallefl: leeds of dif- 

content, which are unwarily fcattered abroad. Fifty or Sixty years will make 

aftonifhing alterations in thefe colonies j and this confideration fliould render it 
the bufinefs of Great-Britain more and more to cultivate our good difpofitions 

towards her : But the misfortune is, that thofe great men, who are wreflling tor 
power at home, think themfelves very flightly interefted in the profperity of 

their country Fifty or Sixty years hence, but are deeply concerned in blow'ing up 

a popular clamor for fuppofed immediate advantages* 
For 



I shall be extremely forry, if any man miflakes my meaning 
in any thing I have faid. Officers employed by the crown, are, 
while according to the laws they conduct themfelves, entitled to 
legal obedience, and fincere refpett. Thefe it is a duty to render 
them ; and thefe no good or prudent perfon will withhold. But 
when thefe officers, thro’ raffinefs or defign, defire to enlarge their 
authority beyond its due limits, and expett improper conceffions to 
be made to them, from regard for the employments they bear, 
their attempts ffiould be confidered as equal injuries to the crown 
and people, and ffiould be courageoully and conftantly oppofed. 
To fuffer our ideas to be confounded by names on fuch occafions, 
would certainly be an inexcu/able nweaknefs, and probably an irre¬ 

mediable error. 
We have reafon to believe, that feveral of his Majefty’s prefent 

minifters are good men, and friends to our country; and it feems 
not unlikely, that by a particular concurrence of events, we have 
been treated a little more feverely than they wiffied we ffiould be. 
They might not think it prudent to Item a torrent. But what is 
the difference to us, whether arbitrary a£ts take their rife from 
minifters, or are permitted by them ? Ought any point to be allow¬ 
ed to * a good minifter, that ffiould be denied to a bad one ? T. he 
mortality of minifters, is a very frail mortality. A--may 
fucceed 'a Shelburne-—A —-may fucceed a Corn-way. 

4 We 

For mv part, I regard Great-Britain as a Bulwark, happily fixed between thefe 

colonies and the powerful nations of Europe. That kingdom remaining fafe, 
we, under its protection, enjoying peace, may diftufe the bleflings of religion, 
fcience, and liberty, thro’ remote wildernefles. It is therefore inconteftably 

our duty, and our intereji, to fupport the ftrength of Great-Britain. When con¬ 
fiding in that ftrength, fhe begins to forget from whence it arofe, it will be an 
eafy thing to fhew the fource. She may readily be reminded of the loud alarm 
fpread among her merchants and tradeimen, by the univerfal affociation of 

thefe colonies, at the time of the Stamp-Aft, not to import any of her ma¬ 

nufactures. 
In the year 1718, the Ruffians and Swedes entered into an agreement, not to 

fuffer Great-Britain to export any naval stores fiom their dominions but 
in Ruffian or Swedijh fhips, and at their own prices. Great-Britain was diftref- 

fed. Pitch and tar role to fthree Pounds a barrel. At length fhe thought of 
getting thefe articles from the colonies $ and the attempt fucceeding, they fell 
down to Fifteen Shillings. In the year 1756, Great-Britain was threatened with 

an invafion. An eafferly wind blowing for fix weeks, fhe could not man her 
fleet, and the whole nation was thrown into the atmoft confirmation. The 
wind changed. The American fhips arrived. lhe licet failed in ten or 1 tetn 

days. There are fome other reflections on this fubjedt, worthy of the molt de¬ 
liberate attention of the Britijh parliament ; but they are of fuch a nature, 
that I do not choofe to mention them publicly. 1 thought it my duty, in the 
year 176c, while the Stamp-Aft was in fufpence, to write my fentiments ■to a 
gentleman of great influence at home, who aiterwards diftinguifhed himfelf, by 

efpouflng our caufe, in the debates concerning the repeal of that act. 
* Ubi imperium ad ignaros aut minus bonos pervenit j novum ihud exemption, 

ab dignis Sc ldoneis, ad indignos & non idoneos transferor. 
b Sail. Bell. Cat, § 50* 
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WE find a new kind of minifter lately fpoken of at home_ 
The minister of the house of commons.” The term 

feems to have peculiar propriety when referred to thefe colonies, 
(wifb a different meaning annexed to it, from that in which it is taken 
there. By the word “ minifter ” we may underhand not only a 
few ant of the crown, but a man of influence among the commons, 
who xegaid themlelves as having a fhare in the fovereighty over us. 
The “ minifter of the houfe ” may, in a point refpecting the co¬ 
lonies, be fo ftrong, that the minifter of the crown in the houfe, 
if he is a diilindl perfon, may not choofe, even where his fenti- 
ments are favorable to us, to come to a pitched battle upon our 
account. For tho? I have the higheft opinion of the deference of 
the houfe for the King’s minifter, yet he may be fo good natured, 
as not to put it to the teft, except it be for the mere and immediate 
profit of his rnafter or himfelf. 

But whatever kind of tninifter he is, that attempts to innovate 
a Jingle iota in the privileges of thefe colonies, him I hope , you 
will midauntedly oppofe; and that you will never fuffer yourfelves to 
be either cheated or frightened into any unworthy ohfequioufnefs. On 
fuch emergencies you may furely, without prefumption, believe, 
that ALMIGHTY GOD himfelf will look down upon your 
righteous conteft with gracious approbation. You will be a 
6i band of brotherscemented by the deareft ties,--—and ftrength- 
ened with inconceivable fupplies of force and conftancy, by that 
fympathetic ardor, which animates good men, confederated in a 
good caufe. -Your honor and welfare will be, as they now are, moil 
intimately concerned ; and befides—-you are afiigned by divine pro¬ 

vidence, in the appointed order of things, the protedors of unborn 

ages, whofe fate depends upon your virtue. Whether they fhall 
arife the generous and indifputable heirs of the nobleft patrimonies, 
or the daftardly and hereditary drudges of imperious ta&-mafters, 
you must determine. 

To difcharge this double duty to yourfelves, and to your poflerity, 

you have nothing to do, but to call forth into ufe the good J'enfe 

and fpirit of which you are poftefted. You have nothing to do, 
but to conduct your affairs peaceably—-prudently——firmly——jointly. 

By thefe means you will fupport the character of freemen, without 
loftng that of faithful fubjetls-a good character in any govern¬ 
ment-one of the bell under a Britijh government.--You wiM 
prove, that Americans have that true magnanimity ol loul, that can 
refent injuries, without falling into rage ; and that tho' your 
devotion to Great-Britain is the moll affectionate, yet you can 
make proper distinctions, and know what you owe to your¬ 

felves f as well as to her-You will, at the fame time that you ad¬ 
vance your interefts, advance your reputation-You will convince 
the world of the juflice of your demands, and the purity of your 

intentions.—While all mankind muft, with unceafing applaufes, con- 
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fefs, that you indeed deserve liberty, who To well u'nderftand it, 
fo pajjionately love it, fo temperately enjoy it, and fo voijely, bravely, 

and virtuoufy affert, maintain, and defend it. 
ct Certe ego libertatem, ([use mihi a parente meo tradita eft, experiar : 

Verum id frufira an ob rem faciam, in vefra manu fitum ejl9 

quiritesf 

For my part, I am refolved to contend for the liberty delivered 
down to me by my anceftors; but whether I fhall do it ef¬ 
fectually or not, depends on you, my countrymen. 

“ How little foever one is able to write, yet when the liber¬ 
ties of one’s country are threatened, it is Hill more difficult 
to be filent.” 

A FARMER. 

Is there not the ftrongeft probability, that if the univerfal 
fenfe of thefe colonies is immediately expreffied by resolves of 
the alfemblies, in fupport of their rights, by instructions to 
their agents on the fubjeCl, and by petitions to the crown and 
parliament for redrefs, thefe meafures will have the fame fuccefs 
now, that they had in the time of the Stamp-Aft. 

* 



Particulars relative to the Arrival and treat¬ 
ment at the Admiralty of Mr Henry 
Laurens, late P ref dent of the American 
Cong refs. OtlV Affc 

01 WITHSTANDING advice was received at 
tlie Admiralty Thurfday morning, of Mr 

Laurens being fc>bad at Newton Abbot, in Devoniliire* 
that he could not undergo the fatigue of travelling 
without very much endangering his life, and begging 
an indulgence of remaining two or three days at that 
place, which was immediately granted; Mr Laurens, 
in a Jew loans aftei the exprefs was fent to the Admi¬ 
ralty of his indifpolhion, found himfelf fo much re¬ 
covered as to proceed on his journey, under the guard 
bt Mr Norris, Lieutenant of the Veftal, and arrived at 
the Admiralty at live o’clock in the evening. 

Notice of his arrival being immediately fent to Lord 
Sandwich attd Mr Stephens, Mr Laurens was ordered 
into the audience-room in the Admiralty, and not 
having dined, an elegant dinner was ordered for him 
from the Salopian Coffee-houft; but neither Lord 
Sandwieli nor Mr Stephens thought it confident with 
propriety to be introduced to him without a previous 
conlul ration of the Cabinet. 

Advice of Mr Laurens’s arrival was lent to the A- 
menrMi Secretary, Lord George Germaine, who im¬ 
mediately :eiu ins Secretary Mr Knox, to wait on Mr 
iauiein vCu) va^ in.reduced to him, and they had 
fome privateconverfation together* Afterwards Jubice 
Addington and two King's incflengers were with Mr 
Laurens lor fome time ; and he remained in the audience 
room till after he had fupped. jHe ivas then placed 
under the care of a melTenger of the Admiralty, who 
lives in Scotland Yard, and conveyed to his houfe, 
vwhere he remained that night under the guard of a fer- 
jeant, fix toldiers, and a nieficngcr, who were conflarftly 
with him. Mr Laurens has a black fervant with him, 
who, however, is not allowed to attend his mafler, but 
remains in the fame houfe* 
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fw^'-hflTTV* fee.minS,y about 50 years of age, of a 
“ ‘ y’ ”,t *et,1> intelligent, yet rather a melancholy 

middle fi^’ 0WU ha!r’ 3I,dis rather below the 

before TJSV °f *b? Hom Mr Lens's examination 
thi.f.i r u ancs 0 Slate- bat tranfo.red; of 
l>rev ,»*/' mW',"S are<<;i ‘° be “'e P titulars )j_ 
LetY.iT ! Me Laurens s appearance before theSe- 
{ll,l Vrd]U i,Ce Ad‘IinS-on> it was fettled m the 

Uhua 'vl,at quefhons were to be put to him 

aihcd 7YhYerTC°n,TtJ£d Writin8- Mr Laurens was 
Th r’,. > acknowledged himfelf a fubjedl of the Bri- 
w T , <n"'hld' be aufwcred in the negative _ 
h\ Tit “e',‘ adc!d’ 111 "!lat capacity he confidered 
himtelt, and to what kingdom he was fuhjedl ! fie re¬ 
plied, he confidered himfelf an American Pienipoten- 
*'“y * ,hat h,e ^.jedt ,0 no King whatever and 
owned no other iupenor than the United States cf A- 
menca, collcduvoy Rcprcfcnted by Congrefs. Beintr 
intern,gated if ever he thought himielf , fubjea of Jhf 

T'|lfh CIIJ!,"'e \ Kt rc!lilc<i '*> ‘he affirmative; but that 
a>„ was the undoubted privilege of every fociety of men. 
t lat were under the dominion of any one, or mow.' 
whatever, w„cn they found thtmftlves aggrieved, a 
bin no profpeefs of rtdrefs, to withdraw theit allegir P'cc. ' 
and either to throw themfelves under the protccdi T 
another or ef abltib a government among the mfelves 
on the balls T a more generous nature, that v,rWffie 
aim general liberty, which might check the tvyranny 0f 
the lew. for the itcunty ot the whole no,by'. He was 
ai.ved, AViirre his pretended enibafTy \va< > He an 
fvrerCl1’ he was no pretended AitibalTad fir, bu+ n . ‘ t 
fine, and his credentials wete prope’ -v authem; .^1 
fur an European Court. # ' Seated 

Several morequefbons were afkeT*, relative *n thn r,’ 1 ' 
pape.-s, the date of America, &c tn ! f ed • 
plied in the mod wary, but dete -r*nj 1 ™ ”c 1 ‘iC rc” 1 

When he wa* told that he wa ’ ,'1, , 
the lower, he told them it <vas viol- r c‘”‘]mu,e<1 t0 
unions to detain an ,4mb',of j . •* ’“•? t,le awot 

fvcry Coun in Jiurope w.midffiTv ,h T X °Ptd 
fuel, conduct. ■o-tu /new then deteftation of 

Mr J. amens it fleet! if l.*e were tn 1 1 • r 
tdpttvf MhJfjdor^ or, as they termr **cer a ■ 

"A briUtH > To uTherTn wh’i ’l * ,T s 
it was thoaght proper to jnfwer. 1 quefttons 

Thcfe arc' laid to be the Queries nut nr r 
p r to Mr Laurens. 
















