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UNITED STaLTE OF AMERIC., et al
w YS =

ARAKI, Sadao, et al

S'70RN D'iPOSITION

Deponent: GOTO, Ryunosuke

Having first dﬁly aworn an 2ath as »n attached shecot
and in accordanc- with the aroscedur: followed in my country

I hereby dedsse as follows.

AFFIDAVIT OF TAKANOSUXE GUTO

1. I, TaKANOSUKE Goto, upsn gfadu&tion in 1919 from a law
class of the Imperial University engaged in tho activity of
Nippon‘Suinunkan, a foundation >f which t*c¢ late frince Konoye
was chafrman. I also »narticlipated in The yrganization >f the
Assoeiatisn ealled Dai Niodom Renzo Scinenkan (Th.: Jananese
Federation >f Young Men's Associntions) and underto k the manage-
ment of thls Associatlion.

In 1932 I tourcd Burope and Amorica and upon my return to

Janan and with the assistancc of libcruls and »eople with socia-
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listic thinking established a soclety named Showa fenkyukai (Showa
Research S-cicty) for the Durdose of achieving political renova-
tion; and, in furtherance » this purpose,il cngaged in research
concerning varlous political, cc--momic and cultural Hroblems
facing this country. Aafter the outbrenk of the China Incident

in 1937.Jith the belief that the »nly way toward a specdy sct-
tloment »f thc Incldent lay in the formation of a political narty

Jowerful enough t5 h»2ld down the military in this country and

in the hooe of obtaining thc gord cooderatism >f the Natisnali-
stic Party in China, I rendsrced assistance to Prince Konoye in
the croatisn of Taisci Yskusan-Kai (The Imperial Rule Assistance
Assncintinnm).
4iftor its establishment, however, this usssaclation drifted
\ away from the coursce which we originally planned for it and be-
cause of this I severced my connectisn with it six months after

1ts inauguratison.

2. lMr. Ki¥h and I attended the First High Schonl togathor

| and after cur graduatisn from the University. We contlnucd to
have friendly relatiin. Bocgus of this I hav.. comec t> have a

rcal knowlcdge of his character and perso-nal and of his business

1ife.

1. i#dr. Kaya has spent his e¢ntirc ndult carcer as n civil

servant until finally by advancement he beecamc the administrative
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hcad »f mo of the Government dedartments. His carecr has been
that > a jublic official davolonod through civlil service why had
devoted the majosrity part Sf his businoss life in its scrvice in
the ficld >f finance.

b. Hou had n: assoclati-sn with the military cliquo, tho
Rightists, or the Leftists and he was roeengnlzed by the Jajanese
puople salely as a distinguished-financial cxpert and noht as a
2o0litlical figurec.

5« 1 know that he was vory indiffcrent ta his personal
affairs in official 1lifc and noveor coneu sought t7 gain a high
pn8ltlom such as Financo iinister, I was a classmate » the late
Prince Emoye and since graduatizn from thoe University maintained
constant cmb.ct with him., We wire ' such fricndly terms that
from time Eo tire I ¢xor..sscd freoly to him my views sn politieal
affairs and ho on his part 2ften consulted me on statce affairs and
'discusscd ils unrcserved d)inlons. aside fron seerct gstatec affairs
I was fairly well nostcd with back stagc wolitical information con-
tering arund him.

as In Junc 1937 vwhen frinco Knnoye was in the task of
forming his first OCabinct I knew that he rocommended Hp. Kenji
Kodama as the first candidate for Finc@e ministeor. But as

Mr. Kodama r fused t> acccort tho ffice, his thoughts turnod
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t> the sclactinn f ur. KAYi. whom T had strongly roeymmendcde
b». Whilc Princc Komoye rceognized  tho ability and talont
cware Hf the fact

1 finnancial Administrator ho was

Of Mr. K-xf.":. 08
nyt woull considercd in

military

that Mre. KAYA was O man wh>y was

£ his 'ﬁO'SiBtant ybjoe

tim for many years to

circles bocaudy

incroascs in military budgobts. ind thorefHro Ppincc Ko noge WES

it in naming Mr. ¥:Y¥: fLor Financo iminister.

vory heslt.
anlitnblc

Hywevor, Since he failed ©5 17cate any »ther deemed
and als» bocause he wantod €9 infusc SOMe froshnecss Into the
1incu)y 2f his ncw Cabinct ho cvonbually rocormondad MIe KA\YL f£or 3

Qjaitiﬁn nﬁtwithstnndinh
fhig is what 1 hcalr

the 1£ttcr's unfavorable standing

the
d personally from thc

in military circles.

tnat btime.

1atc Princc KoMIYC at
first Kouoye Co

4, In May 1938 when the binct was roorgani=

zod, as bad beon anticinsatecd NI

KaflA nusiimoed his nonsitim duc

)

£o the 2rossurc ¢ odpositim £5 his rctontinn ~f the »>ffice
axcertod by LTWY circl. s. Z2rince Konayyo nsked me tn call on MT.
;gignatlion Q8 the army WaS atrongly appascd

KAYA and roqu.est his ro
g Financu ministor.

1 conveged B2 Mre. KiYi

t~» his continuance a
18 the rosult, MI. 1, ¥Ys resigned hls

>rincc Komo7yc's wishos.

n28t and M0e ¢
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9. Toward the advent of 1941 thore existed grave conecrn
over the amorican Japanese rolatisns. Both iiri KaYi and mysclf
fecling it to bo a vital ncconsity to maintain a ncaceful rela-
tion with america, had on scwveral sccasions cﬁﬁhungdd viows on
this crusial matter.

When Mr. KaYA assumed the Finance portfsli- in the Cabinet
succeeding the Third Konasyc Cabinet, which was formed by Gecneral
TOJO who was rcgarded by the »onle as Hnc holdinsy tho strongost
attitude toward Lmerica I was struck with surprise and felt some
dispieasuro. But when L saw 4p, Eid>, thc then Kiener of the
Privy Seal, hc¢ cxplained the situation thusly: "General TOJO
has n> mind to start a war with dmerica as you thinlk he doosse
¥31llowinz falthfully the wishes of the “mooror of amicable sot-

tling tho issuec betwoon the two ¢ untriocd he is endeavoring to do
|

his best in the conduct of the negotiations with “merica." I
felt thot I had misuvnderstoad Mr. KiYa's mind in his affiliation
wlth thc TJOJO Cabinot therofore, I callcd on My. KAY: at his
office and talked witn him H»n his decisi-n t» Join the Cabinct,
This was about 10 days after the TOJO Cabinct was formed. Mr.
KnYA redlied to me t2 tuwo £ 1lowing offdet: "I would not have
Joined the Cabinet if iiti had alrcady bocen decided t> make war.

I askecd General TOJO about this and hu.tjld me that he wantced to

continuc negatiatiims with america apd was éndoavorjng to scttle
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the issue with dinl matic negHotiatlions.

in his Cablinct. This dlssdc

-nd I loft his officce cneouragzin ; him ©o oxert his

Loward an amicable anattlement »f the

S0 I accecnted the 208t

11lcd my chnce)Ht rf Mr. KaYal's mind

5 bcst offort

ropicon Japanose 220ty

on this 16th day ~E July, 1947

nt TL")k'S’f) o

DEPOWEZHT GOTO, .Ryunssuko (scal)

Yasumichi, heroby cortify that thc aborve state-

I [ ] T-l.ﬁ.llux ]

Denanent, who . ffixcd his signaturc ond

ment wng 3warn by the

.

geal thoerots in the HroscncC ~f this witnosse.

On thoe samo aote

Rt~ Paleyy

Witness (signed) Tailak..,

In accHordnncc with nm:

Yaaumichi (seal)
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y ¢-nscience I swenr t> tell tho

wholc truth withh-ldinr no>thing ana adgding no>thing.
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GOTO, Ryunssuko (s0al)




