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INTEANAT1ONLL MILITLRY TRIBUNLL FQR T4 FiR EaST

IHE UNITED ST.TES OF uMERICA, et al,
-V Q=

HLRuK1, Sadao, ¢t al

oW Q0N DEOSITION

DEFONENT: * Charles Beam Jeackson,
048583, Corzxrissioned
Warrant officer, U3«
Marinc Corps.

Hoving boen duly sworn, does herecby de pose and state as fo51llowsi

Ky name is Charles Ream Jackson, and I an a Comissicned iarrant
Officer of the United States Marine Corpse. I have bzen in the military
and naval service more or less continupusly since 14 June, 1917.

Prior to entering the Marine Corps on 3 September, 1927, 1 had saie
eizht years serviece in the Infantry and Coast &rtillery of the hrTy.,
rising to the renk of First Lieutenant, I resigned, with an honoreble
record on 27 July, 1925; was commissioned a First Lieutenant in the
Officers Roserve Corps, Infantry, with a certificate cof capecity for
Captain., I resigned this camnission to enter the Marine Corjc,

In the Marine Corps I rose to the rank of Sergeant kajor, the
highest an enlisted man could go, and at the outbreak of war was
sorving as the Battalion Sergeant Major of the Second Battalion,
Fourth Marine Regiment., I served through Bataan and Corregidor,

- was twice wounded and twice awarded the Purple Heart, and wes

awarded the Silver Ster decoretion for gallantry in action egainsit
the eneny.

is a prisoncr, I was cunfincd mzinly in Cabanatuan Prison Cemp,
leaving there about the middle =f wugust of 1944, and arrived in
Hanowa Camp. 4kita Prefeeturs, Honshu Islend, Japen, shortly after
the lst day of Soptenber, 1944

I had suffered from bacillic dysentery, amoebic chronic dysentery,
odema and neuritis beri beri, anmbliopia -a sort of dimness of vision
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ceused by starvation -, ulcers, aalerie, pollogra, and genseral nrol K
nutrition, among other ailmenis, it the time I arrived in Hanowa

ny oain sicknessos were shronic amoebic dysentery, recurrent malaria,
pellegra, and both types of beri beri, < weighed about cne hundred
twenty five pounds, sawe fifty pounds underweight. I had about re-
covered fron ry wounds.

1 considor my mental condition porfoctly normal, considering the
conditions of my captivity.

4t the time of our arrival, a young Second Lieutenant of the
Imporial srmy was in comend of the camp = I recall not his nemo -
and he was replaced soze six wecks later by one First Licutenant
hsaka of the Japanese Infantry. ;

There were five hundred onlisted prisoners, Captain Elucr B
Fleoming, Field srtillery Reserve, Fipst Lioutenant Richard T. Pullen,
Chast Lrtillery Beserve, Ma jor Jackson of the 417y licdical Corps, &nd
Fipst Lioutonant John E, lamy, likewise of tho iodical Corpse There
were some cight sy Medical Corpsmen, all enlisted, included in the
five hundrode.

For the first ten days we loafed end rested, with axtra rice,
but nmever enough food for our starved bodies. Canp details were sct
by Captain Flening, and rosters proparcd. o were ormganized into one
zroup to work on the top side of the copper qine, working muck,
ancther group to work in the rachine shop, about four groups to work
beneath tho ground, mining ore, & group in the smoltery, ard the
aforossaid camp deteil group. This last wes the prized end desircble
detail, end was sct by Captein Fleminge

The Mitsuibishi Mine People had gone %O considerable expcnse and

- trouble to reccive us, and had built a new barracks to housc uS.

It was bettor made than the ordinary c mstruct ion in the villagoe, as

I eould see. It was obvious, since we had all been processed at

Bilibid Prison in the Philippines, ani marked "£it" by bmerican doctors
- the sick were taken off the detail - that the ldine folk expected five
hundred able bodicd men. However, &s 1 said, I was by American standerds
a sick ian, and so were ricst of tho others.

L Japanese Doctor whom Wi callod the "Black Prinoce" came in after
we had been there for a month or loS3e. Major Jackson was a too kind
hearted man, and hed placed abcut threc hundred and fifty of these
prisoners on quarters, meening they wore too siek %o work. He was no
diplonat, hated tho Japanese, and refused %O back down from his position
that if these mon went to work, thoy would soon die. The "Black Princc®
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shook most of them off tho list, all but forty, whom he considored
very sicke The rest were sent to the Mine. It was obvious that the
4y authorities and Mine folk wanted to know why these nien were

not working, and pressure was put on Lieutenant sseka to get them
back to Wwoarke

The Doctors were relieved fram all duties, and a medical
sergeant, whan we called "Cyclops", ran the sick call, He gradually
lot the quarters list inerease to nearly eighty men. Licutenant
Fullen, who knew a littls Jepanosc, was sick call interpreter.
"Cyclops" was totally ignorant of his duties, and was putting
smooth malingerers of long practice in such on the quartors list,
and sending sick men to werk. 4round November 20 he sent a
Private of the 4Lrry naned Miller up to the Mine to work, and Miller
died on the way back of pneunonia, aggravated by malnutrition,.

Lt the same tiwe a Jomnese Inspection Party was in the camp. 4s a
result, Doctor Jackscn was sent to same Tokyo Hospital or sthery
Doctor lary partly resumed redical duties, supcrvised by "Cyclops" -
8 ng’ subdued and chastensd man - and sore two weeks later, we got
Doctor Dan Golenternsk, Captain of the Lmy MHedieal Corps, in as
Camp Surgeon, This man was e splendid pirsician, and a master
diplamat in working with the Jaranese. :iic took full charge,

and in a short time, as the bitter oold cane upon us, around

three hundred or more were on the quarters list.

Licutenant 4saka even had in civilians for heavy work, such
as clearing snow off the roofs, and emptying the latrines, assisted
in this latter, partially, by the priscners. '

"Oyclops" got up a sort of farty bed hospitel, and things bhegan
to get bettere Frow what I persomally observed of the adjacent
Chinese ond Ksroan priscners, and the free Japanese Mine warkuen,
by Oriental standards we were treated very welle By our éxrican
standards, we were badly treated. But then there was a war on, and
our captors were Oriental.

Punishnents were handod out, as far as possible, by Captain
Flening, whe, as far as 1 knew, never reported a man to the Japancse,
These were of a ninor nature, mainly forfoiture of the small tobacco
ration for theft fraa ecach other emd fram the common food supply .
The Japarese punished on the spot with a slapping that hurt mostly
our dignity for petty offensca, such asmt saluting properly, being
out of uniform in freezing weather, am petty thefts, when detected.

It was several months before Lsaka put any one in the Brig, and
practically every man who went in there richly deserffed it., They
stole fron fellow prisoners, or fron the camnon food supply. The
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Brig was a tough place, with no heat, and Lsaka let most-of them
out in the cold weather on recommendation of Doctor Golenternek
before their sentences had expired.

I considered hksaka very lenient in punishment. Men sold in
the Mine Japenese érmy blankets, shoes, and other articles issued
then by the 4rmy and Mire peoples In most cases, they wers
reissued new clothes, and nothing much was done about it,

However, he required a rigid nilitaery etiquette ~ these prie
soners refused, almost to a man to cooperate « and his guards slapped
poople around plenty, but with no brutal beatings. However, sae of
the civilian "Guides® were very brutal at the Mine, out of sight of
igakg, who alwaeys stepped in to stop such practices in ry opinion,
as far as I could see., Sorgeaht Ralph Pope, Enginecrs, 4my, had
his arn broken by a "Guide® known as "The Rat", Whether an
official report was ever made to Asaka I do not know,

ifter Licutenant Colonel Walker, Lvimtion, took over as Senior
Officer Prisoner, he threatened to report men to &saka, and did so
for theft. Onec Technical Sergeant Lebeau went into the Brigy with
the heerty approtval of all of us, for confirmed and r¢ po¥tod
thieveries, arcund ths end of March, and stayed there, except for
ocoasional hospitel treatment, until nearly July, 1945. Colonel
Walker recamended him to 4saka for such punishient, and told us
he had dons so, for lebeau rated it.

The only beatinga I ever saw the "Cyclops" hand out were at the
beginning of cold weather, when he ordered men to be fully clothed
outside barracks, as a health messure. They blithely ignored his
ordersj one afternoon he laid for them, and slapped thosc he caught
out of uniform. On ons other occesion, marching us around for
"Bango'! dismissal as Senicr Noncomissioned Fresent, we rofusoed, in
our hatred and stubborness, to do it with snap and precision, and
sovoral ron were lightly slapped.

On the whole, "Cyeclops® was our friends Ho gave the sick
meager gifts, for his pay was very little, and got that hospital
goings They relioved hinm around lato March, and his going was
regretted. His successor was ¢ nondeseript "buck passer', who
did 1ittle for or against the prisoners. *Oyclops® even. thought
enough of his fomer patients to came back-and pay them a visit at

his own expense later on in the sumer, and this should be credited
‘hin as a good narke

First Sergeant Jack Boyd, éry Infantry, having been informed
by Captain Eleming. who got it from hsaka, that all prisoners were
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to be executed in the ovent of a ne jor landing on any one of the

four haw islands, and several cthor orisoners, stole dynanite,

capa, and fuscs froaa the Mino in ordor to noke a last ditch defensec
when the shooting started. Therc rnust have boen forty pounds secretod
under the floors of the barracks, #round tho erd of 4pril, as we

cane in froa tho Mine, we hoard it had been discovered, and thore
would ba an investigation. In tho Philippines wo would have beon
shot first, and investigatod lator, 4%t evening "Bango", 4saka, who ;s
spoke English, but never oondoscended to use it to the  prisoners,
addressed us through the Camp Intorproter. To our relief, he said
N0 ong would be punished, but the next time there would be o court
nartial, and probable death penalty.

Tho primoner rations were entirely separate from those of the
Guards, though cooked in the same galley. Captain Flening, and
Inter, Colonsl “alker, supervised the distribution, Those officers
tried their best to unke = fair dietribution, but the men stole

fram the food supply, to eat themselves, and secll tho rost for
tobacco,

Fron what I permnally observed, the Guards hed about half as
mich nare to eat as we did, and the Minp civilians had about the
sae onount, or possibly a little more, than us, “Yhat kdaka,
Tokohashi (Firat Sergeant and Second in Camnnd), Sanhai (Police,
Quarternaster, anl Mess Sergeant), and "Cyclops® had to eat I
cannot say, but I saw this mueh - they lost weight, day by day,
and 1 nake a guoss that the losa averaged twenty pounds por ran,

It would have becn very eagy for then to have eaten all they wanted,
and I credit them for their honesty in this matter,

Christins cane, with Red Oross packages, four twelve pound
boxes por man. To us these were the rerost of delicecics. o
counted those precious packages aa they were unloaded at tho rajle
road station, wo kpew exactly how mary thers were. I oo positive
that outside of some thofts by the prisoners, no Jamnese ever
8tole any of thems We bitterly hatod 4saoke bocause he tentalized us
by 1ssuing them in increments « maybe Dostor Golonternek was back
of that = but this was the best thing for all of us, sterved as
WEe Were, '

The Japaness Quards would hove given arything for those packages,
and it wns a source of great trouble and worry to hsaka to keep those
packoges properly zuarded.,

480ka began to short us on the rationg to build up a storerocm,
The inpression we got from the Jopanese was the war was to be a
ten year one, cf attrition, and we had better save food for next
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yeares The éwry, suffering from the blockade, night not have

enough for us,. He Prudently built up quite .a lot, “witer surrender,

before the planes dropped us "K-rations®, he gave us all we could
eat, and rore besides, . .

-

Once, with captain Flening, Takahashi was talking about the
general treatment of pri 0

sonors, and-l heard hin say, "Oh, you
cannot kill these rison

ers. The Cormandant (hsaka) is responsible
for their lives and well being, ™ |

411 in all, from personal observation, I considered hsaka
hard and strict, a true profossional scldier, who toock care to
safeguard lives and health, He hag little food and nedicines

to do it with, angd ¢ondoned repeated thieveries fros the liing of
fuel, trading with the civilians,. and violations of Ly ordera,

There were periodic inspect ions by tho high camand fro Tokyo
of the prisoners, Soldier-1ike, Lsokn h

and prisoners dressed their best, just 1j

OWD LYY . However, as far cas 1 know,

no prisoner was permitted
to interview the ins

peoting officers and sicto grievances,

In this particular camp, only eight ..oa died,

One was the
result of a2 mins cave-in,

Frivate Werner, U.S. Merine Corps,

Jbe was tuberculosis, firgt Sergeant MaCarthy, of the army and I
think the rest wore plain Puneunonia, aggravated by genoral malnutrie-
tion ard dispondont heartbreak, Out

of five hundred and 8ixty nen,

for we had received an increase of British prisoners, this scoms
¥0 be pretty £ood, from what I have heard of other caiiys, ™are
' : ' ortures or aggravated brut:lisy, such

as I saw in the Philippines. Outside of the Brig, and the slappings
fron the Guards, thore was n ot

nuch to complain of in the vay of
punishrnts,
' SLN DIEGO, CLLIFORNL,,

This 11th day of Lugust, 1947,

Lt the sane rlace, on the same day,

“itnoss + /S/ Samyo) 4, Roberts
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