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INTERROGATION NO. (USSBS 199) ' Pl:ce: Tokyo -
(N.V NO. 47) | Dete: 30 October 1945

:

Division of Origin: Nevel enilysis Division.
Subject: Convoy Escort :nd Frotection of Shipping - South Chinc Set nLrPEt..
Personnel interrog:ted «nd. beckgrounds

Rear sdmir:l HORUICHI, Shigetud:, 1R, is ¢ .nuvel cfficer of 31 | | ‘ fﬁ
yeurs of cervice. In June 1947 he vw.s trinsferred from sttiche 8 -

Officer in Embucsy, Indo-Chin: to otuff Officer, lst South x~dv. *
Fleet frow June 19.7 to November 194.; Chief of Heibi Depcrtment
(let secticn) from November 194. to Muy 1944; Chisf of Stoff, . ‘

let Escort Fleet (duvy DePartment) from M.y 1944 to December 1944,
Commnending 901 rir Group, FORMOw.. from Junu.ry 1945 to weptember |
1945, A

Where interviewédi Room 340, Meiji Bld.,
Interrogotor: Coptuin Stecdmen Teller, U, S. No ' _ - ;g
Interpretef: Lt.'Comdr. D. Bgrtiett, Us 0o No R, - ‘ | e - #
hilited Officers Present:s None

SUMAL:RY : | ,

cubnarine wttuck wes the groutest mencce to Juprnese ship,ing
in the South CHIN.L Scr :nd ndjrcent we ters throughout the wur. Currier-
b ced rir nttucks becime 'n import:nt fictor in bepuember :nd Octobur F
1944 ¢nd c-used « mojor chinge in shipplng routed between the J penese
EdPIRE snc N.E.I. =nd .lco forced ¢ revision in convoy orgunizution.
Land-bus~d +ir ottucks becume import. nt ofter 1 Jenuery 1945, pruetie:. L1y
elimin: ting surf.ce supply to FORuC:. nd foreing b ndonment 2 M e
cover to convoys by 1 npril 1945. |

Inefficient ~dministrution .nc control reauccd the full employment
of shipping. Luck of escort vesgels :.lso Jreventeda its full cmployment. -
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TR, NSCRIPT

G« Vhen you becume Chief of Staff, to the First Escort Flecet in
Moy 1944, whet forces did you huve in the Escort Fleet?
e fi Lo 4t the beginning the strength of uhlps cons 1sted of upproximutely
: - ten destroyers, eight co:egt defense ships, three mine sweepers,
one or two chisers, und one or two urmed tronsports. The crmed
trinsports carricd very little freight end were culled speciczl
gunn boeats. nt thut time the organizwetion wus called First Escort
Sgusdron. In November 1944 the title wes chunged to First Escort
Fieet. | |

G. Whut was the wres of responulblllty of the Elr%t Es cort Fleet?

he The vlrea 1nc1uaed the supply Llne from MOJI to ECRMOSi to the
PHILIPEINmu to SINGHAPORE «nd NORTH -BORNEO una L dine to P.LiU.

e DR 1t 1nclud9 thu.MAhI NAS?

L No.

Ge What othcr fleet, b*%1L6° the First Escort Fleet, wies cirrying out
convoy duty &t thut time? - : - : -

L. The First Escort Fleet uis the. only orgenizution rssponsible for
convoying ships over long distinces; such &, from the EMPIRE to
the PHILIPFINZS und EioT INDIES and PalesU. Howewer, in. each:routlying
rreu suck s SINGeLPORE, SOER:Bidi, sMBON, MaNILa snd TRUK the wre:.
Fleet of thit loeslily 1e.g reeponsible for the é&scort duty. Ia the
rc2 of tne MaRIsNsS, the Second Hquedron waiy responsible.  Escorting
in the BRYUKYU Islends wis uncer the control of the Comminaer of
SeSEBO Rav: 1 btation. This escort responsibllity terminuated ¢t
KLiIRUN, FORMOSs. £ 7

L« #g your escort sgurdron ineressed in nunmber, how dic toe orginis:tion
chinge? '

5. The escort ships were grouped in one, two or thrce ships to : ccompany
sn. Important convoy «t first. The denior cuptuin of the ¢scorting
vegsel neted we convoy :nd escort commamder. This, however, proved
too burdensome for the cenior comwm.nder, ' no consequently ¢bcut the
sunmer of 1943, the prictice wus begun to cssign ¢ convoy coinmi.ncer
with thos runk of captiin to einch importunt convoy. : By M.y 1944, there:
were 15 such erpting sgsipned to the Firet Egcort Fleet, shout
Junc 1944, lurther strengthentdng of the orgenizition wic mde by
cdding four Reer idmir:ls : s <escorting group commnds. Thesce offlcers
vere pluced in commund of the more inport.nt convoys :ud comnunced
both the escort :nd the ships being convoyed. In these ccses, the
cuptidins mentionzd cbove wire in chirge of thus convoy ships only.

These groups sometimes conveyed ships to i NILi, but for tiuc purpose

of reinforcement of LEYTE, the commnd of the floet ¢t MaNlLe
(Southwest Lre: Fleet) took chirge of the operction for this purpose.
I July, wn addition.]l crgnizetion wie set 4p colled Count Defunse
Group of which four were org:nized to .ugment convoy protection in
perticulurly dingoerous weters. These groups were compogzd of coust
det'ense ships wnd were comw nded by c¢.ptiins or comm.nders. By :
November 1944, the First Escort squicron hid : totul of 60 vessels
composzd of wp roximutely four destroyers, 45 co: st defenie ships,

four sweepers, twn sub-chicers 'nd one or two specicl gun bow ts which
wore ~the convertaed trinsporte.” The First Escort Squudron w.s commnunded
by Vice sdmiral N.KAJIMi, Tor:hiko whose hetdquirters were 2t Taf.O.

In November, the First Scu.dron bec.me the First Escort Fleet unc \
Vice nemir:1l KISHI, Fukuji took comm:nd. The Grind Escort Fleetb \\
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H:ndquarters in TOKYO was respensible for escorting mitters through
211 areus. The Commender of the Grond Escort Fleet issued gumer:l
instruction to subordinstes regurding mctters of convoy, wnd exercised
cuthority over Commimd:nts of ©1l Nuvel Stitions with reg: vd to escort
metters. | ' o e

(. Did you convoy isrmy ships in your group?

i, Yes, the Gruno Escort Fleet Hewdquurters in TOKYO crringed for the
m:ke up of the convoys inciuding irmy ships during the time of
my duty, mde ¢ lorge proportiqa of the tre ffie. . Theee ipmy ron-
sports were pliced under thes ccnvoy commincer :nd romsined undar his
comm: nd until they crrived ut thelr destinution.

(. Did you huve udequute communic:tions to conduct the Sparhlon of
your vi.rious foreges: ’ '

L. The communic:tiom betwcen muin cscort fleet heudquarters and out-
lying stuticns wnd ships enroute betueen them wu: wGequate.
Communiciticn to cirer.ft involved in convoy protection Wwis mainly
vie the sos of the : irerift, Due 1o the limitetion of equipment
.nd trzining of communic:ticn perconnel, the ship-to-pline
communics tion w.s not very sutisiuctory. 4 troining progrem-on
voice rodis wus undertixen wnd improvement vos being maede by Jununry .

1945. , _

(. VWoe the full employment of ships vrevented by wny of the follewing
cuges -nd if it wus, to whet degree: Inudeguate cdministrotion
.nd centrol of chipping, luck of crews for the ships, or ey B
escorts? '

L. In sdminiztrotion, theras wes t gertuln amount of inefficicncy
due to the divided control of ships betvieszn the Nuvy, the irmy :@nd
Ministry of Trinsport. This divided control led te inefficiency
in digtributisn »f mutericl for repcirs, of the proper . s5ignment
f freilities te effeet the re;cir wnd in the cistribution of crews.
These deficiencies were importint throughout the were when sub-
2.rines cinkings becime very high, the incaequete number of cvscort
veseels bee .me sn importuent ficter in the reducing the usefuiness
of ships, +«o convoys would remrin in pord Lwolting groper escoris.

. What was the most serious form of ismerilcin sttuck on your ships
during the time you were Chiel of ttuff of the Escort Fleet?

he Throughout the war, submarines were tne mo:.t importunt constunt b ‘
menazce. In October 1944, currier tusx force utUTuCKEs were most
serious. The oper:tion of lind-bised .ircr:.ft did not ussume ol
importznt threat until ubout one menth ofter I left my duty with the
Chief Escort Fleet, in J:nuery 1945 ‘

(. Whut chenges in your convoy procedure were cuusged by the curriler
nttacke in September 19447

. In October 1944, ng o result of the cirrier tesk force wtticks long
the PHILIFPINE =nd FORMOS: line, the convoy route to S1NG: rORE
woo chinged from the west const of PHILIPPINES to tihe eust coust
of the asiu Mainl:nd. If we h:d intelligence of impending te sk
force - ttocks, we would order the convoys O scutter.

. Wh7t effect did the currier tusk force cttecks on S.IGON ¢nd HONG KONG
heve on convoy procedure?

. Becuuse the supply of petroleum production to JsP:N from the | i
NETHERLLND E4ST INDIES wus host importunt, it was essenticl that _ \
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convoys continue -long the L5 1.TIC Cos st.’ These cu1voyu were mude:

sialier wnd the stremgth ¢f the -ascorting’ ‘vessels wis preatly
increcsed - includiilg destreyers und ocecusionally & criiiser. These

convoys were orgunized for o fight until the finish.

Witien you were comnmundent of the 901lst iir Group ot TuKuO, now
many tirerwft did you h.ve for convoy"protection?

When I took commind of the First Escort Fleet 4ir Sguudron, its
cuthorized strength wes 212.¢ sctuil strength wis 170 uirer:ft of
tiie following types: Flylng*bo;t —~ both Type 97 und Type 2z, Zer
Type lund bused fighterc, currier type wtituck plunes,- lund wttuck
plines - Type One wnd Type 96, Z:zro Type sew pl~ es (three seite)
and spotters (two sumtsg Thlu Lir squw dron-wes respongible for
convoy coverage in the areu South of Lit. Z7°N gnd North of Lit.
8°N covering the entire SOUTH CHiN. Se¢ and shore of PEILIPPINES
and the ASILTIC Ceist. - The most importint bsses for oper:-tion

were in FORMO:bi, TOKO (Sewplines), ;nK:O (lundplunes), i BiKO (loend- -
plsnes), TilSUI (ceaplines); in the PHILIPFINES, w.NILs (lwndplines - . .
wnd sewplunes), IBs (lindplinee), s.N FERNANDO- DEL NORTE (e plenes ),' ;

Li0isG (lendplines), cnd BiSCO in the BaT.N I8L:NDS (londplenes);

on the ASLLTIC M;inland; sMOY (secplenes), HONGKONG (lundplines gnd
sezplenes); on HaIN.N, SclNGLH (lendplunes wnd scuplenes). - illost of
my fighters were concentruted tnere - HioINalN. My hecdguurters were

2t TOKO, FORMOSh. ;

Did you not hove twin-engirne bonbers u9601*lLy couipped: for v
submurine work? -

ie hed ¢t the most 36, Type 96 bombers, divided between FORMOS.,

LUZON =nd HiINsN. dhli with rrder end hoelf vwith the mignetic deviee,

which were very =zf{fective in detecting ubm rines,

id the sirer:ft which corried tnis mognetic device also wttuck

the submdrines,; or did it merely ciscover tﬁﬁ' for your surf: ce
vessels to attrck?

o

both. { delivered wir attick or culled other plines :nd surfice

shipe in to uttack. iIndicction of position of submerines w.i.wmide
by visuwl method; ploncs would launeuver or signils would beé aropped

from pluneg.

Was yvouar 1rcr'ft stxengtm £ept Jt 17, oF fué 10 ARcreusct oF
deereusy u9 | 2 o5

Vs

It decresscd.

'
k

bhat wae the principed cuusge of the deeprerse?

cteudy decreuse wie due meinly to the continuous acily wtticks

from the PHLLIPPINES bi.sed 1 - ndplunes on b: see in FORMOS.. Losscs
at oir bases along the ALSILTIC Cou:t were suffered from ctt.cks by

pl:nes hosed in CHINL.

To whit extent did single ceircn plines cowing frow PHILIFPINES
interfere with your “rotectlon9 oy -

The wtteck by cingle secren pl neg irouw tue JhlLkaIhuu we sn'g
very 1moért nt. Ocensionally ¢ rri‘er t.sx foree attucks voula
awlso dumcge our wir strength. The 2nd of Wureh, bsciaise of the
conat nt uir attecks, the @ ircroft of the First Bscort Fleet
Lir Squadron were forcea to withdr<w from the bSouth CHINA Couot

ul‘ld F(JRMOLJIL COtht t\.) [1 .NG.[:LLJI nLa. T{YUI(DIiU
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Did the irmy fighters .ssist you in protection of convoys tlong

the South CHIN& Coist?

The Army group, Number Two =1r Group, stotioned ut C.NTON, cssisted
on culls wund sometimes by flying over convoy ships. However, there
were not muny airplenes avuiluble, |

To whut extent did samericen cireruft interfere vith surf:ce
supply of TiK.0? |

By the end of Jinuary, l:irge ships could only come to KIIRUN, =nd
coust truffic uround FORMOS: we s limited to very smsll crift mov—
ing at night. TiKr0 vis completely closed to large. ships.,

To what extent did the night sirersft sttuck interfere iith
shipping to TeKa0? |

The attucks on smull bouts plying between the PESC.IORES -nd |
FORMOSE unreu at night were very severe.

what were your most importint miscions?

The most important missions in my wret werej first, to protect

the shipping of o0il from the South to the ELPIRE: second, the supplying
of the PHILIPPINES. I must conf'ess thet both missions fuiled,

It is my opinion thet ilthough the officers aesigned to convoy

duty fully apprecisted the vital striutegic importince of meintaining
Suppiy lines to keep the Combined flect cble to operste ot 2

the high command took tine counsel, short sighted, of the Combined

leet Stuff in e¢llocuting insufficient strength to the muintenarce -

of the vital supply lines. Convoy officers were only speciclist
duxiliaries of the Muin Force :nd becime therefore import:nt.
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