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THE HISTORD OF OWMR SCHOOL

I am honored in having the opportunity to draw up the wonderful history of our
zchool. It seems hard for me o write it in brief, but the space is limited.

To study the history of our schosl, we must hear three questions in mind, When
did our school start? How did it develop? How did it come to the present time, a
golden time? Each one of these we need to consider as follows:

First of all, when was our school begun ? In the year 1871 the Methodist Episcopal
Church came to Peking, catablishing a primary school inside Hatamen with four
students, Rev. F. Gamewell acted as the principal until 1882. This was the beginning
of Peking Academy.

Evergthing is progressive and evolutionary. Our school has been no different, so
Iet us eece how it developed. In 188! Bishop Issac Wiley amrived at Peking and
on seeing that the primary grades were successful he established o high school in the
following year under the name of Wiley Institute. Rev. J. H. Pyke acted as the
principal and made the school more famous than ever before. In dne time the establish-
ing of a college for those who were thirsty for higher knowledge became necessary.
Bishop Charles H. Fowler gatisfied this demand, establishing Hui Wen University
which contained four departments, Literary, Secientific, Theological, and Medical. The
first president appointed was Dr. L. W. Pilcher who presided over the University from
1588 to 1843.

In 1893 after Dr. Pileher's death, Dr. H, B, Lowry was elected president. Unfortuna.
tely the whole plant of the University was destroyed in the Boxer uprising in 1900-
Indeed it was unfortunate; however, as o result of his endeavor and zeal, two big halls
were suon erected. ‘The contributions for these constructions were made by Rev. Durbin
and Rev, Taft. Again Rev. Collins contributed o great hall in 1914 called Collins Hall,
Then the University was vebuilt., At that time the students were numercus and the
school affairs and activities were strorgly developed.

In the year 1918 the original University hecame a preparatory school and = middle
school as « result of the proposal of the Union of the Universities of different Missions,
That middle school became.cur present Peking Academy. Rev. George L. Davig, Ur T\ L.
Lee, Dr. H. G. Dildine, and Dr. F, Liu acted as presidents, each taking » ycar as his
term of office respectively.

Now comes the third question, how did it come to the present time? This we may
eall the reorganization period of our school. It began in 1926. This year Dr, F.S. Kro was
made president. In 1927 the school was vegistered with the Ministry of education by
whose order the name was ehanged to Peiping Academy. From May 22nd to 24th of
14930 2 great Sixtieth Anniversary was held. A high reputation was gained in those
days. Having finished his term of office Dr. Kno resigned, but, the Iast semester of
1930, he was asked by the studeast to return. Sinee then some valuable changes have
been made, such as the Seninr Students being envolled as *‘Student Troops,?’ the pro-
gress teward an endowment for our schaol and the contributions toward an auditorinm.
Last year the Jupanese Imperialists and Militarists aceupied our Manchuria, ‘The whole
school, under Dr. Kno's guidance, has orpanized an Anti-Japanese Association. A
boyeott and a spreading of propoganda were the chief results. Military Training was
earried into effect at the same time,

In conclusion, it may be cbaerved that the past has been gloricns and that the
present is golden, In the future, we hops Peking Academy will arrive at perfection.
What is needed is for the spirit of knowledge, benevolence, and hravery to be developed
more highly. These have been the virtues upon which the school bias been growing
up to the present ; hut with what suceess it will be highly developed only time will tell.
** Ever onward and upward.”

Jen Pro Hsiang

March 10, 1932
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