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POLITICAL SECTION

Ministry of Home Affairs have requested for information
on the following Rajya Sabha Starred Question Dy. No. 2198
by Shri K.R. Malkani, MP due for answer on 6.3.1996 regarding
disappearance/death of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose.

(a) Whether G overnment is aware that the circumstance
of the disappearance/death of Subhash Chandra Bose
have not been authentically settled to this day;

(b) Whether G overnment would press the “3overnment of
U.K., U.S.A., Taiwan and Japan to make the confidential
findings of their refpective inquiries into the subject,
public.

(c) Whether the late Mr. Nehru's 'secret' file on the subject,
containing more than forty documents, at one time
held by Mr. Mohammad Yunus, will be retrieved and
made public ?

It appears that the subject matter of para 'a' and para
'b' of the question concerns Ministry of Home Affairs and Ministry
of External Affairs and para 'c' may perhaps pertain to this
office.

It is submitted that the information relating to the
file as stated in para'c' is insufficient and unclear. It would not
be possible to furnish information in the abscence of specific
details on the file refered to in para'c' of the question. Submitted,
please.
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9 INTERNAL

Shri Bijan Ghosh, Advocate of the Supreme Court had
written to PM (Flag 50/C) asking for the removal of the name of Netaji
Subash Chandra Bose from the list of war criminals. We had sought

MEA'’s advice in the matter and this has now been received and is at Flag
F/R.

2 The position is that the UN does not maintain any list of war
criminals but it does maintain records of the UN War Crimes Commission.
It is not known whether Netaji’s name figures in this list or not. In any
case, according to MEA, the list is more in the nature of an archive rather
than an actionable list. There is thus, no benefit in even seeking to

P‘ establish whether Netaji’s name features in such a list. MEA therefore
advise that no further action should be taken by us.

3. The above advice may be accepted and MEA may be
requested to respond to Shri Bijan Ghosh on PM’s behalf,

). . (P

(P.P. Shukla)
IS (P)
19 Dec 98
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MOST IMMEDIATE
PARL

No.I/13013/34/96-18(D.IIX)
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS

New Delhi
Dated:23,2,.96

OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Please find encloesed a copy of Rajya Sabha
Starred Question Dy. No.2198 due for answer on 6.3,96
/ /duth of regarding disappearance/Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose.

: It is requested that necessary information for
frami reply to the guestion alongwith matters for
answering possible supplementaries by H.M., may please be
furnished to this Ministry latest by 29.2,96

. \Ws
(n}gzgﬁiiiq;d})

Deputy Secretary(IS.I)

de DI!(SI'II'! K.P. Blwh; Jt . Dir.ctor)
North Block, New Delhi

2. Cabinet Secretariat(Shri S. Ramani,
Jt. Secretary,
Research & Analyeis Wing),
CGO Complex, New Delhi.

3. Ministry of External Affairs
(Shri Ram Mohan, Jt. Secretary
(LAC & Coord.). South Block,
New Delhi.

« Prime Minister's Office
(Shri Arun Mathur, Director)

South Block,
New Delhi.
AJ,’\._.
4 % N ‘)
(«K‘gé';¥1k“/
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1635/ Pt )75
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RAJYA SABHA/«sa awt

R el ®. | QUESIION FOR ORAL ANSWER | $.Q Dy. No.. 2198~
"\-')--. . . 0 U
.......... A S— wifaw z97 & fag szq DAULE  cvvevreereeriersnarenensiessecinens
Bl _-(@hﬁ‘l et e 2
: STARRED
LR e Sl Place/Eu1d
Dateffaais  19=2=1996
195
............. KaRs. ”alkanlhll’{’{HP aerg
[,
THe SECETARY-GENERAL/HZIA[HT,
RAIYA SABHA, NEw DeLwl/T30 @91, a% fzedl
DAM, * BIZT/HEIRAT, '
Under Rule 39 of the Rules of Procedure und Conduct of Business, 1 give notice of the followiny

aqr & g9 gEdr frgwl % fmm, 39 & wadfa, @ fmfﬁfr:ra S A QAT AW F
a for oral answee on/fAasr A¥fay 78z, ... .. o T b L TR O TN .T‘? frar sir@ |
Yours l'nithfullyj‘!aa‘ln,
(CCM A LLR =t
cmbur{ﬂdw -
Division No /faufwd do..206, . . .
Order of preference/sre{Aar 4n .
1¢ MIDIStEr Of vovveeerveereesreereesriernrnen o FRMEL AL QLTS i be pleased to state :
........ LT -t trreranrnneerneneeea.s S U3 Y B T W fr
a)/ (%)
ae ‘Whether Government is aware that the circumstances of the

disappearance/death of Subhas Chandra Bose have not been
authentic=lly settled to this day;

be 1Jhether Covernment would press the Governments of U.K.,
U.S.A., Taiwan and Japan to make the confidetial findings
of their respective inquiries into the subject, public;

Ce Whether the late Mr. Nehru's t'secret' file on the subject,
containing more than forty documents, at one time held
by Mr. Mohammed Yunus, will be retrieved and made public ?

PAtie &4
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PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE

7§ faest - 110 011
NEW DELHI - 110 011

This has reference to MHA OM
No.I/13013/34/96-IS(D.ITI) dated 23.2.1996
regarding Rajya Sabha Starred Question No.2198 due
for answer on 6.3.1996 regarding Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose.

25 We have no information on the subject other
than what would be available with MHA/MEA/Cabinet
Secretariat.
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» i (ARUN MATHUR)
£ DIRECTOR

Shri A.K. Paitandy, Deputy Secretary(IS.I), MHA
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MOST IMMEDIATE
OFFICE OF THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

Mrs. Emilie Schenkl Bose, widow of Netaji Subash Chandra
Bose passed away last night in Augsburg, Germany. She was 85.
The funeral is expected to take place on 18 March at Stadtbergen.

PM may kindly consider deputing Shri Madhav Singh Solanki

to represent Congress Party and Shri Debi Prosad Pal, Minister of
State for Finance to represent Government of India at the funeral.

Lo,

(PRANAB MUKHERJEE)
13 March 1996

PRIME MINISTER Zuu\ Al
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MOST IMMEDIATE

OFFICE OF THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

Mrs. Emilie Schenkl Bose, widow of Netaji Subash Chandra
Bose passed away last night in Augsburg, Germany. She was 85.
The funeral is expected to take place on 18 March at Stadtbergen.

PM may kindly consider deputing Shri Madhav Singh Solanki

to represent Congress Party and Shri Debi Prosad Pal, Minister of
State for Finance to represent Government of India at the funeral.

Lo,

(PRANAB MUKHERIJEE)
13 March 1996

PRIME MINISTER
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Deputy Secretary \_./ ?fﬁﬁﬁ41oon

PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE
NEW DELHI-110 011

~No . HCT ] ef 66 o March 14, 1996

My dear Sir,

;?4a? h’ Please find enclosed a sealed cover addressed to
f Prof. Anita Pfaff containing a letter from Prime
4737/3 Minister. An open copy of the letter is also enclosed.
b <) It is requested if the cover could kindly be delivered
e to Prof. Pfaff at the earliest.

jﬁh« Yours sincerely,

43 4
(Pankgj Saran)

P{\ Shri S.K. Lambah,

{ﬁ Ambassador of India,
~ Bonn.
N '
fs' Copy to Foreign Secretary, MEA with a copy of PM’'s
2 letter.




PRIME MINISTER

New Delhi
March 13, 1996

Dear Professor Pfaff,

I have learnt with great sorrow the news of
the passing away of Mrs. Emilie Schenkl-Bose. She
was one of the persons who was closest to Netaji, and

with her demise we have lost a link with history.

She espoused Netaji's noble cause as her own
and firmly stood by him through all the vicissitudes of
the sacred struggle for the liberation of his

motherland.

Please accept my deepest condolences on this
tragic loss.

Yours sincerely,

ﬂ(/,wf\

[P.V. Narasimha Rao]

Professor Anita Pfaff

HALDENWEG 23
86391-STADTBERGEN



OFFICE OF MINISTER OF STATE FOR FINANCE
(BANKING & INSURANCE)

As informed by Shri Pranab Kumar Mukherjee,
Minister for External Affairs, I have been deputed
to attend the funeral of the widow of late Netaji

Subhas Chandra Bose who has died in Germany. I have
already spoken to the Foreign Secretary, Shri
| Salman Haidar in this connection who has assured me
that he will be coordinating the arrangements with
our Ambassador in Germany. I will be taking Shri
Satish Loomba, my Private Secretary for
facilitating me in various matters for this trip. I
am finalising my departure plans shortly and am
likely to leave for Germany on 16.3.1996 for the
solemn and sad occasion. I shall be returning back
via London to be able to attend to some other
outstanding matters for a day or two.

PM may very kindly approve the above.

2%‘ ol B
r /3.33¢.
{ (Debiprosad Pal)

'HN”’, | Minister of State for Finance (B&I)
?ﬁb‘”‘h

Ao

Y

CAEW Hon'ble Prime Minister

~
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OFFICE OF MOS FINANCE(B&I)

The indicated tour programme was proposed by
the Hon'ble Minister of State for Finance before
leaving for Calcutta yesterday evening. He called me
up to say that he.will not be visiting London owing
to pre-occupations here and instead will return to
India directly on 19th March, 1996 after the
funeral. The programme for London may, therfore,

kindly be treated as cancelled.
nsee *ﬁﬁwj, figaei_ he O&baiwod .

A
(M

PS to MOS Finance
14.3.1996

-

PS TO PM

i‘mwn&%‘m / il
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th95/2-B)23,

PM has approved that Shri Debiprosad Pal, Minister
of State for Finance (B&I) would attend the funeral of
Mrs Emilie Schenkl-Bose in Germany on March 18, 1996.

(Y
PM has also approved that Minister of State may be

accompanied by his Private Secretary.

We would be grateful if this would kindly be
conveyed to our Ambassador in Bonn so that the
necessary arrangements could be made at the earliest.

/

(Sujata Mehta)
Director

Director (FSO)/Joint Secretary (EW), MEA

—— i ——————————————————— T ——————— T —————— o ——— i —————

PMO UO No. 915/ 1) ¢fé(96 +foc. dated 14.3.1996

Copy to : PS to MOS for Finance (B&I).

L.

(Sujata Mehta)
Director
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AMBASSADOR OF INDIA

ADENAUERALLFE 262 264
53113 BONN

TEL 405811 3-5205114

FAX 540518 4
TELEX BRROH 301

CRASH CRASH

CRASH
BT A

No Ban/Amb/96- 48 March 13, 1996

From Indembassv Bonn

12 VAR 1996

To Foreign New Delh

cECTION

FORFIGN SCCRETARY FROM LAMBAH @7 i
216500

REPEATED TO - (T AT BB
\s;g of Operstotw o
APS TO EAM Fax 301-1463 (==
IS (EW) Fax 301-4416 : s
IS (PMO) Tax 301-6857 )

----------------------------------------------------------------------

Mrs Emilie Schenkl-Bose, widow of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose
and mother of Mrs. Anita Pfaff passed away last night. She was 85.
Her 85 birtvhday was on December 26. ‘I'he funeral plans are being
worked out by the family It is expected to take place on Monday

March 18 at Stadibergen

Q)\ B Sowundus kel

( Satinder K. 1 ambah)
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284 Brothers Against the Raj

investigate European politics and watched European politicians at work to
see what this might teach him vis-a-vis the British. He looked into
m un\i(_:ipal experiments in European cities, so that he might get ideas about
the improvement of Calcutta."” Some thought his view was shortsighted,
for it le‘d‘ him to care little for the fate of other countries and peoples. He
was concerned deeply however for the fate and welfare of his friends.'"*

To hcl[\r facilitate commercial relations between India and European
countries, he\worked with a Mr Otto Faltis and, as he wrote to Mrs Vetter,

. . together we drew up a practical plan for bringing our two countries
together. He was to work at this end and | was 1o work in India—on my
return. We\were not going to do actual business. We would only help
business and‘other relations between our two countries. Later on, if we
wanted to do Busme“—lha! would be a different and a new proposition
which we wuuh}‘fomlder anew.'"

Bose went on to ask tﬁq advice of the Vetters about the reliability of Mr
Faltis and the practicability of the scheme. The planned association was
established as the lndia&\Cemral-European Society, with-some funds
supplied by Mr Faltis. The §omcly was.connected to the Vienna Chamber
of Commerce and helped make contact between European and Indian
business firms.'> A

In addition to his interest in Austrian business contacts and the working
of the socialist municipality of Vienna, Bose did watch the machinations
of Austrian politics—in the maelstrom of European power politics—
closely. He wrote several articles on Austria, including one entitled ‘The
Austrian Riddle,” published in the spring of 1934. In this article, he
mentioned that he had attended many political and religious-cum-political
demonstrations in Vienna during 1933 and 1934, among them a socialist
rally. an Austrian Nazi meeting, a celebration of(the 250th anniversary of
a victory over the Turks at which the para-military Heimwehr marched,
and a Catholic Congress for all German-speaking Catholics in September
193314 \

From his Modern Review article, it seems that Bose was fascinated by
skills at political maneuvering and the figure he admired most on the
Austrian scene was Herr Engelbert Dollfuss. the of the Austrian
government. He waiched with admiration as Dollfuss turned on the
Austrian Nazis and then the Socialists, in tum. and contained them. with
the help of the Heimwehr. Bose wrote,

Last year | was of the opinion that the Austrian Governmety were acting
contrary to the laws of political strategy by carrying on the s
double front and that if they wanted to succeed. they should ma
one of the two opposing parties. [ must confess that as a student of Hi

Gy

}fm\,{" 9
}\Mn —QWLW.‘ f‘?fo

ment
viokénce, for, within a few months of this article, one group in the Austrian

Nazi Party assassinated Dollfuss.

knew English well and could take shorthand. She also had the necessary
typing skills. Miss Schenkl, a short. attractive, and lively person, was one
whom Bose could trust. He was concerned with this because he was unde
constant surveillance by the British Embassy. not only in Vienna, bu

wherevér he went in Europe.

Ambassador of India in Bondage IL! 285
N’

I never expected that they (the Government) wou;d/ﬁe so successful in
overthrowing both the oppositionist parties. The credit for this belongs
largely to the political sagacity displayed byHerr Dollfuss. During the last
twelve months he has always acted in fulness of time. He has never

ted the political parties and demonstrations

more by his assessment of the virility, enthusiasm, and discipline they

iafists had been pushed from the political scene and that
ad taken over the Vienna municipal government from

them. but he Blamed the Socialist leaders for not showing more foresight.'*
Bose clearly understood that the Austrian Nazis had infiltrated the govern-

d were still powerful, but he underestimated their potential for

hen Bose returned to Vienna in June 1934, he had secured a contract

from the British publisher Lawrence Wishart to write a book on Indian
politics with a deadline later in the year, and he looked for a secretary, a
trustworthy person who could help him with the preparation of the book.
Through an Indian doctor in Vienna, Dr Mathur, Bose was introduced to

Her paternal grandfather was a

shoemaker, her father a veterinarian. Her father was not eager for her to
have a formal education, but late in the First World War, he permitted her
to attend primary school and then begin secondary school. Displeased that
she was not learning grammar well, he sent her to a nunnery for four years
to continue her education. She thought briefly of becoming a nun, but
dropped the idea. She attended two more schools for a year each and
completed her education when she was about twenty."*

By then it was the depression and she spent some time without a job.

For about three months, Bose worked daily on this book which was to

be published as The Indian Struggle 1920-1934. Usually he dictated to
Miss Schenkl and she then typed out the text. or. infrequently. he wrote in

Wl'&—kp\ o Bine

Lwckmi,u—&m_t



286 Brothers Against the Raj

longhand and she retyped the manuscript. Occasionally, he interrupted his
work on the long book to write short articles for newspapers or magazines.
He gathered some books and articles in his rooms in Vienna and did not do
any extensive library research on this work. She also translated articles
from German for him, for, though he was studying German. he was not yet
adept,'®®

While he lived in Vienna, Bose never ate beef or smoked or drank. He
devoted some of his time to meditation, seeking privacy for this. At first
he lived in a hotel. but he shifted to rented rooms and usually had an extra
room for Indian acquaintances, students, or his nephew Asoke. Without
the usual contingent of servants, Bose had to do more things for himself in
Europe. Among other things. he proved to be, according to Asoke, an
excellent cook of Indian dishes, particularly chicken preparations and
luchis.'?’

The Indian Struggle is Bose's effort to give his version of the recent
political history of India. It is concerned especially with the changing
strategies of the Congress and the Raj. It does bring in a brief account of
the historical background, but does not attempt any searching social or
economic analysis of the nationalist movement. It contains sharply etched
views of the top leadership of the nationalist movement. It is important not
only as Bose's view but also for its impact later on nationalist leaders who
were finally able to read it. Interspersed with the political narrative are
many vignettes of Bose's personal experiences in the movement, in prison,
and interacting with Indian and European figures.

The book contained praise as well as sharp criticism of Gandhi. Bose
saw Gandhi as the head of an older, reformist group of nationalists, backed
by wealthy capitalists. He saw a dichotomy partly between the haves and
the have-nots among Indian nationalists. It was as if he were indirectly
borrowing Marxist categories, identifying his political allies and himself
with the masses of Indians, and seeing Gandhi, who he admitted was
accepted by the masses as their leader, as the head of the oppressive forces.
He viewed Gandhi, the Gandhian high command, and the Government of
India as restraints on the radical and militant nationalist forces with which
he identified. These radical forces had a ‘rebel mentality.” rejecting the
ul{lhorily of the government, but also questioning the authorilyg and
wisdom of the dominant leadership of the nationalist movement.'™

One feature of the Congress to which Bose most objected was the lack
of criticism of Gandhi. through his various twists and tums. Bose wrote:

Besides the influence which the first three leaders [C.R. Das. Motilal Nehru.,
and Lajpat Rai] had in their own provinces, their importance was also due
to the fact that they were the three outstanding intellectual stalwarts of the

1S

Ambassador of India in Bonduge \

Congress. Many of the blunders committed by the Mahatma as a political
leader could have been avoided if they had been in a position to advise him.
Since the death of these three giants, the leadership of the Congress had
fallen 10 a low intellectual level. The Congress Working Committee today
is undoubtedly composed of some of the finest men of India—mcn who
have character and courage, patriotism and sacrifice. Butmost of them have
been chosen primarily because of their *blind” loyalty to the Mahatma—and
there are few among them who have the capacity to think for themselves or
the desire to speak out against the Mahatma when he is likely to take awrong
step.'”
Although they undoubtedly supported Gandhi through thick and thin, was
it accurate or politically astute to label such as Maulana Azad,
C. Rajagopalachari, and Sardar Patel as operating at a “low intellectual
level™?
Bose did try to come to terms with Gandhi’s hold on the masses. which
none had been able to challenge or break. Bose wrote.
As we have already seen. a large and influential section of the intelligentsia
was against him, but this opposition was gradually worn down through the
enthusiastic support given by the masscs. Consciously or unconsciously,
the Mahatma fully exploited the mass psychology of the people, just as
Lenin did the same thing in Russia, Mussolini in ltaly and Hitler in
Germany. Butindoing so. the Mahatma was using a weapon which was sure
10 recoil on his head. He was exploiting many of the weak traits in the
character of his countrymen which had accounted for India’s downfall toa
large extent. After all. what has brought about India’s downfall in the
material and political sphere? It is her inordinate belief in fate and in the
supernatural—her indifference to modem scientific development—her
backwardness in the science of modem warfare. the peaceful contentment
engendered by her latter-day philosophy and adherence 1o Ahimsa (Non-
violence) carried 1o the most absurd length. In 1920, when the Congress
began to preach the political doctrine of non-co-operation. a large number
. of Congressmen who had accepted the Mahatma not merely as a political
leader but also as a religious preceptor—began to preach the cult of the new
Messiah.'%
So Bose saw himself on the side of reason, science. and modern values,
even though he was privately very religious. Later in his book, Bose
condemned numerous blunders of the Mahatma, especially Gandhi’s lack
of planning for the second Round Table Conference. At the root of
Gandhi's errors was confusion between the Mahatma’s two roles as

v | political leader and world preacher. Perhaps Bose never thought to

consider that Gandhi’s very success may have resulted in part from the
Mahatma's effective fusion of religion and politics. or that his own
popularity in Bengal may have been related to a religious aura that
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"NITISH KUMAR, MmPp
#  (Lok Sabha)

CHAIRMAN
STANDING COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE

Respected Prime Minister,

I have received

Vi

Off. : 118, Parliament House Annexe,

New Delhi = 110001
Phone : 3034785

Res. : B-5, M.S. Flats,

Baba Kharak Singh Marg,
New Delhi - -110001
Phones : 3755448, 3718486

March 6, 1996

the enclosed letter of

Prof. Samar Guha, Ex-M.P. regarding disappearance

of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose.

I am sending the

same to you with a request for necessary action

in the matter.

With kind regards,

Shri P.V. Narasimha Rao,
Prime Minister of India,
NEW DELHI

" Yeal ¥
ol
J/ " Receipt Ssction

s No 255857

Dttt

Yours sincerely,

N.\d’k\p

( NITISH KUMAR )
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Former

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT
Chairman

Privilege Committee

( Lok Sabha)

Dear Shri Nitish Kumar,

8/2, CENTRAL PARK
CALCUTTA-700 032

Phone : 72-1600
14 Feb 1996

It is the year of the beginning of the celebration of Birth

Centenary of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose,

who has been universally

hailed by our countryman as the greatest revolutionary hero of our

freedom struggle. But it is a matter of extreme national regret that
for last 50 years the Govt, of India's political manouvering

succeeded to keep the answer of the

questiof, - what really happened

to Netaji - as deliberately hushed up.

The Govt. of Morarji Desai took up the issue of Disappearance
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose to disapprove both the Reports of the
Shah Nawaz Committee and Khosla Commission by making a statement on

the floor of Lok Sabha in 1978, His

Govt. was thinking of holding

a High Level Investigative Inquiry to finally resolve the mystery

about Disappearance of Netaji since

Thereafter,
Shri Chandra Sekhar, on being asked
Shri R.Venkatraman, decided to take
Investigative Inquiry about Netaji.
changes it could not be implemented

Before his retirement,

requested the present Prime Minister,

President of India,

Aug 18, 1945.

the Govt. of Shri V.P.Singh and the Govt. of

by the President of India,

up the issue of holding :

But due to unexpected political

by any of the three Govts,

Shri R.Venkatraman,

Shri P.V.Narasimha Rao to take

up the matter of high level Investigative Inquiry to finally settls

the issue of Disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose.

requests still remained unresponded.

But these

The Asiatic Society of Calcutta found many vital clues in Russia

to positively belisve that Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose succeeded to

escape to Russia under the cover of

a make-believe Tokyo report of

his aircrash death at Taihoku (Taipei) on Aug 18, 1945. But very
unfortunately, being counselled by the Govt. of India, the Russian

Govt.

refused to give free access to the Research Team of the Agiatic

Society to go t hrough their preserved archives to find out documents

and other relevant reports about Netaji's presence in Russia after

fall of Japan in the last Great War, This Team found @ very important

article published in 'Echo Planety'

of Moscaow in 1992, written by a

i
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Russian Scholar, Vinogradov, which reported that Subhas Chandra Bose
was living in the city of OMSK in the area of Irkhusk in Siberia since

his entry into Russia.

" I would earnestly request you to raise the matter in the
Parliament during its ensuing Session in the form of a Call=-
Attentjon or any other appropriate Motion to protest against
the calculated reluctance of the Govt. of India to write to the
Govt. of Russia for permitting the Asiatic Socisty's Research
Team to continue its research work in Russian Archives for
finding documents and other reports on Netaji in Russia.

I would also urge you to take all effective steps to make
the Govt. of India agree to immediately request the Govt. of
Russia to enable the Research Team of the Asiatic Society to
complete its research. work on Netaji in the Russian Archives
specially in the Archives of the KGB, Commintern and the former
Presidents of Soviet# Russia.

I would further appeal to you to take up the issue of
Netaji's Disappearance in your coming Election Campaign by
highlighting the matter in your Election Manifesto.

"1 do believe that your party will certainly feel it as a great
patriotic duty to take up with the Govt. the issue of finally settling
the question, - what really happened to Netaji Subhas Chandra Boss.

With good wishes,

Shri Nitish Kumar Yours sincerely,
M.P

New Delhi £Qva¢vu}%v~jk‘

( SAMAR GUHA )

PS: 1 am enclosing the two papers for ready reference to the issue
of Netaji's Disappearance,



PRIME MINISTER

Dear Shri Nitish Kumar,

New Delhi
March 14, 1996

Ja¥! {1> S e\

L I have received your \_I‘etter of March 6, 1996
ﬁ ' enclosing a letter from Professor Samar Guha regarding
1]

3 Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose.

/7 D/C}J/)/ With regards,
4]

/
Shri Nitish Kumar, MP
Vill. Hakikatpur
P.O. Bakhtiarpur
Patna (Bihar)
" \/
5
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Yours sincerely,

(P.V. Narasimha Rao)



PRIME MINISTER

New Delhi
March 14, 1996

Dear Shri Nitish Kumar,
ool

I have received your letter of March 6, 1996
enclosing a letter from Professor Samar Guha regarding

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose.

With regards,

Yours sincerely,

(P.V. Narasimha Rao)

Shri Nitish Kumar, MP
Vill. Hakikatpur

P.O. Bakhtiarpur
Patna (Bihar)

No. 915/11/C/6/96-Pol dated: 22.3.1996
Copy alongwith a copy of the letter under reference

forwarded to Secretary, Department of Culture for action
as appropriate.

Deputy Secretary

}\\})‘V ) (Pankaj Saran) q/c



E. BALANANDAN,
MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT
~ \JYA SABHA)
- LEADER,CPI(M) GROUP

0ff: 12,Windsor Place,
NEW DELHI-11000 1.

PHONE: 334806

No. EB/ 4 ¥/ /P-v96 | Dat ez~ )} . 3.96.
Dear #hri Narasimha Reo, '-

I am enclosing herewith a letter dated 7th March,
1996 addressed to Shri Saypd Sibtey Razi, Union Minister
of State for Home Affairs, from Shri Samar Guha, Ex-
Member of Parliament and a veteran Parliamentarian of
the yester years on the question of enquiry into the
mysterious disappearance of Netajli Subhash Chandra Bose,
It appears Shri Razi has ruled out any further enquiry
into the matter, Shri Samar Guha has drawn attention
of Mr,. Razi towards the commitments made by two earlier
Govemments headed by late Morarji Desai and Shri
Chandrasekhar respectively about possible re-investigation
into the disappearance of Subhash Chandra Bhose,
I would request you to see that the matter is not closed
as appears from Mr, Razi's statement in view of very
strong sentiments still prevailing among the people
about Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose''s disappearance.

With regards, '
Yours sincerely,
Encls: a/a. : ( E ANDAN )

Shri P,V, Narasimha Rao,
Prime Minister of India,

NEW DELHI-1100@)1,

-
s%““ﬁrpt’
2} |Y

[ e Dy No?.?.l:zg
=" ¥ /‘-1 B
Datg‘.........f.%ﬁ



8/2, CENTRAL PARK
CALCUTTA-700 032

Phone : 72-1600
T March 1996

-SQQ/ Samar Guha

Former

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT
Chairman

Privilege Committee

( Lok Sabha)

SPEED POST

Dear Sayed Sibtey Razi,

I find in the UNI Report from Delhi that you have told Rajya
Sabha on Marxch 6, 1996 that the Govt. will not hold any further inquixy
to resolve the issue of disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
as you arxrgued that the Govt. had done thorough investigations into
the matter by holding two inquiries - one by Shah Nawaz Inquiry
Committee and the other by Khosla Judicial Commission.

I am afraid that your concerned officers failed to post you with
the fact of the statement made by Morarji Desai, the Prime Minister of /;
India in 1978, on the floor of Lok Sabha on Sept 3. In his statement
Prime Minister Morarji Desai said

"Shah Nawaz Committee and Khosla Commission held the
report of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose's death as true. Since
then reasonable doubts have ‘been cast on the correctness
reached in the two reports and variocus important contradic-
tions end those recerds, Govt. find it difficult to accept
that the earlier conclusions are decisive."

Morarji Desai was making a move for an Investigative Inquiry (not
a 'public inquiry') by going through all the documents connected with
the various inquiriries made by the Govts. of USA, UK, Taiwan and later
by the Govt. of India. But before any final decision gould be taken
for instituting a coammittee for a fresh Investigative Inquiry, the
Govt. of Morarji Desai was had to rasign.

I would draw your attention that on being advised by the then
President of India, Shri R.Venkatraman, the Govt. of Shri V.P.Singh and
the Govt. of Shri Chandra Sekhar agreed to hold fresh Investigative
Inquiry to resolve the continuing question of disappearance of Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose.

Minister of External Affairs of the Govt. of Shri Chandra Sekhar
informed me in writing in a lettsr :

"No,489/DM/91 Deputy Minister

for External Affairs
IND IA
Dear Prof. Samarjee, “March 26, 1991

1s Kindly refer to your letter of 26th Feb 1991 addressed to Shri
Devi Lal concerning high level investigation into 'secret documents'



8/2, CEMNTRAL PPARK
CALCUTTA-700 032

Phone @ 72-1600
Do

f]éc_:f Cyamat \g::]zzga

Former

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT
Chalrman

Privilege Committee

( Lok Sabha )

on the disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose.

2. I would like to assure you that this Ministry has already
initiated follow-up action in this regard. We are awaiting results
to our inquiries.

3. ‘We shall keep you informed of any further developme nts.

With kind regazxds, -
Yours sincercly,

sd/- Digvijay Singh"

But unfortunately, bscause of sudden resignation of the Govt. of
shri Chandra Sekhar the maove on a high level inquiry about disgppearance
of Netaji could nat proceed tcwards its fulfilment. E
The then President of India, Shri R.Venkatraman continued his effort
for holding a fresh Invsatiguiiva Inquiry on the issue of disappearance \
of Netaji, when Shxri P.V.Narasimha Rao took up the office of the Prime
Minister of India.
In a letter the then President informed me 3

"Dear Shri Samar Guha, » May 29, 1992

I am in receipt of your letter dt. May.27. I shall pursue
the matter with the Prime Minister,

Wit h kind regaxds,
Yours sincerely,

sd/- R.Venkatraman"

In view of all these documents and Tacts I hope that the present Govt.
will feel obliged, in pursuance of the mave the previous Govts., to hold
a fresh Investigative Inquiry to finally resolve th8 sensitive issue about
the mystexy shrouding the fate of Netsji Subhas Chandra Bose - the greatest
revolutionary hero of the struggle for Indian Liberation.

Wit h regards,
Yours sincerely,
Seyed Sibtey Razi ' :
Minister of State S;vnerqumﬁfJAﬁk

Home AfTairs
101 North Bloc, ND 1 ( SAMAR GUHA )
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PRIME MINISTER

New Delhi
Aptd 2, 1996

Dear Shri Balanandan, (
1 have received your fetter of March 23, 1996 enclosing
a copy of letter frzom P1rof. Samar Guha 71egarding enquity

into the disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose.
© With regards,

Yours sincerely,

[P.V. Narasimha Rao]

Sh1¢ E. Balanandan, MP
12, Windsor Place
New Delhi



PRIME MINISTER

New Delhi
Aptid 2, 1996

Dear Shii Balanandan,

1 have received your letter of March 23, 1996 enclosing
a copy of letter grom Prof. Samar Guha 1egarding enquity
into the disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandia Bose.

With regards,

Yours sincerely,

[P.V. Narwasimha Rao]

Sh1¢ E. Balanandan, MP
12, Windsor Place
New Delhi

No. 915/11/C/6/96-Pol dated: 22.4.1996

Copy with a copy of the letter under reply
forwarded to Home Secretary (Shri K. Padmanabhaiah)
for action as appropriate.

L

(Arun Mathur)
Director

G“- P\,
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- ASHIS C. RAY

F-162 Malcha Marg
New Delhi - 110021.

8 March, 1996.

Shri K. A. Nambiar
Defence Secretary
Government of India
South Block

New Delhi.

Dear Shri Nambiar,

I have been trying very hard to pave the way for the remains of
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, lying at Tokyo's Renko-ji temple, to

be brought to India. This effort appears to be steadily bearing
fruit. I am indebted to the Government of India for the co-operation
and support that has been extended to me.

Recently, I was able to make public some previously classified
documents, which testified the Russian position that Netaji never
went to the Soviet Union in or after 1945; and thereiore, further
endorsed the fact that he died as a result of a plane crash at
Taihoku on 18 August, 1945.

Those who argue against the plane crash story, cite statements by
Lord Wavell (then British Viceroy of India) and an October 1945
British cabinet meeting which had "what to do with Bose?" on the
agenda as proof that the British government did not believe the
report of his death at Taihoku.

However, an investigation carried out by a team led by a Colonel

F. G. Figgess established that Netaji had indeed died of burns at
Taihoku. Col. Figgess was then attached to General MacArthur's
headquarters at Tokyo; and the inquiry was handled with an

American intelligence officer working under GHQ, SCAP (Supreme
Commander Allied Powers). I wonder if this report is in your files.

If so, and as it would only help to clear up an unfortunate confusion,
I should like to release the same to Indian media.

Your kind assistance would be most helpful.

Yours sincerely, M /—)

})/ b thned  dPe AtLvan/ A‘W-’/f« ot.hé/tf)/)i-—(f.
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8/2, CENTRAL PARK
Srof Samar Suka CALCUTTA-700 032
4 Former
’t\/ MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT Phone : 72-1600
Chairman
Privilege Committee 7 J Ju ly 18, 1 996
(7 ( Lok Sabha )
#ﬁ/ SPEED POST
/; ri H.DpDeve Gowda
Hon'ble Prime Minister of India
South Bloc

New Delhi 110011

Dear Shri Deve Gowdaji,

I desired to meet you at Raj Bhawan on the occassion of your first
visit to Calcutta as the Prime Minister. But our friends mis-managed it.
I would have better directly contacted the Chief Secretary of our State
Govt. for arranging my meeting with you.

Your Calcutta visit has created good impression in the minds of the
W.B people. They have warmly appreciated your visit to Netaji Bhawan and
garlanding the special portrait of Netaji which received wide pictorial
publicity in all Calcutta dailies.

Though your speech on Netaji has been appreciated, but it has also
created some misunderstanding in the minds of the W.B people because of
your reference to Netaji giving an impression that as if you accepted the
unconfirmed Tokyo Radio News about Netaji's alleged aircrash death at
Taihoku (presently Taipei of Taiwan) on Aug 18, 1945 as true. A

v The question of Netaji's disappearance still remained a mysterious
question with the people of India. This is because :

i) Mahatma Gandhi, till he embraced his Martyrdom, continued to
publicly disbelieve the report of Netaji's death in the alleged aircrash.

ii) Pandit Jawharlal Nehru said in writing just a few months before
his death, that "...there is no precise and direct proof of Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose's death in the alleged aircrash...".

¢ &XH iii) In 1978 the then Prime & Minister of India, Morarji Desai, announced
EO\M in the Lok Sabha :

"Shah Nawaz Committee and Khosla Commission held the report
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose's death as true. Since then reasonable
e 7 doubts have been cast on the correctness reached in the t wo reports
;gh: and various important contradictions in the testimony of the witnesses|
e\ have been noticed. Some further contemporary official documentary
\ records have also become available. In the light of those doubts and
contradictions and those records, Govt. find it difficult to accept
that the earli®e r conclusions are decisive."

J‘}&?}Dﬁ%—'ﬁis is the latest position of the Govt. of India about the question
of disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. f

. -

2/




8/2, CENTRAL PARK
CALCUTTA-700 032

Phone : 72-1600
-2*

-%oj’ Samar Guka

Former

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT
Chairman

Privilege Committee

( Lok Sabha )

iv) The former President of India, Shri R.Venkatraman, asked in
writing the three successive Prime Ministers, Shri V.P.Singh, Shri Chandra
Sekhar and Shri P.V.Narasimha Rao, one after another, to hold and
'Investigative Inquiry' to finalise the sensitive issue of 'disappearance
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose'. Though the Govt. of Shri Singh and
Shri Chandra Sekhar initiated positive moves in this regard, yet they
could't complete their efforts. because of sudden fall of their Govts.
Unfortunately, as Shri P.V.Narasimha Rao remained silent over the issue,
Shri R.Venkatraman wrote to him again to institute an Investigative
Inquiry to finally settle the question of disappearance of Netaji a few
days before his retirement. But Shri Rao did not respond.

v) A case regarding the question of disappearance of Netaji is
pending before the Supreme Court challenging the decision of the Govt. of
India to award 'Posthumus Bharat Ratna' to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. |

I hope you will ask your concerned Secretary to seek information é
about the issue of disappearance of Netaji and continued representations
to the Govt. to hold an Investigative Inquiry to finaglly settle the
question. : . &

I desire to avail suitable opportunity to meet you in Delhi to place
before you all facts, about the issue of disappearance af Netéji Subhas
Chandra Bose and our national responsibility to resolve it.

Wit h warm regaxds and namaskar, o

Yours sincerely,

( SAMAR GUHA )

M
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PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE

aé fasely - 110 011
NEW DELHI - 110 011

Please find enclosed for action as appropriate a
copy of letter dated 18 July, 1996 addressed to the Prime Minister

by Prof. Samar Guha, former MP regarding disappearance of
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose.

¥ n

(Arun Mathur)
Director

Home Secretary (Shri K. Padmanabhaiah)
PMO U.O. No. 915/11/C/6/96-Pol

" dated: {.2.1996
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DRAFT

Dear Prof. Guha,

I have received your letter of July 18, 1996

regarding the disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose.

With regards,

Yours sincerely,

PM

Prof. Samar Guha.
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Phone : 08194 / 22550

& Mijatingappa o 3
;: ™ l. \".'\" e f‘? ? = 'VINAY'
- | NP < /_~\.P.Extension
) = CHITRADURGA-577 501
d (Karnataka State)

22nd Oct 1996

My dear Prime Ninister,

Kindly find enclosed copy of my 1etter along

wlth its enclosure addressed to Srl Shankar Dayal

Sharmagl, Pre51dent of Indla; It speaks for itself.

I stronalv feel that you should take 1nterest

H_perSOnally 1n this matter to see that truth is

i found out reﬂardlng Netaji's death and nu.hllshed.
Y
Thanlcing you with Yarm Rer*grds,
Yours si 'ce;'}”x,

(5.8

Sri H.D, Deve Gowda,
Prime Minister,

Government of India, -~
New Delhi.
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22nd Oct 1996
My dear President, '

I have received the enclosed copy of the let%er
addressed to you, It refars to the death of Ne&aai
Subhaa Chardra Boae and the mwetery aorrounding it
as alao the indifference and apathy towards the
subject by the povarnment of India all thege 50 yemrs
anﬂ the farce of enquirias made in this h‘half.

I agree with what is stated in the letter.
" Let me not go in to the causes and people responsible
Jfor this deplorable attitude of the Indian Govern-
ment towards thie great fiphter for India's Freedom.

I have a suspicion that this indifference shown
7 | towards ‘both Netaji Subhas chandra Bose and Sprdar
Patel is motivated.l That iB enough. _ \

|

But history requires that the Indian government
should have enquiries made as sugpostod in the-&ast
portion of the 1etter and to approach the vario
governmets I strongly feel it is necessary and our
ﬂuty is due touards one of the Greatelt Preed@m Pighter.

I would bo greatful for a reply, .- L Rf‘
ORI o EggartaJ

Yours ainnsriy.,n
\Pa Shankar"ﬂayal Sharﬁa,
résident of India, :
w Delh¥. (S.NIJALIHGAPPA)

3py to: Sri H.D. Deve Gowda,'i- -
Prime Minister of India,
Tew Delhi 84

Sri. I.K, Gujral),
Minleter fir For191n Affalrs,
New Delhi e 2 TR

)pN]M’ g1“




To

Dr. Shankar Dayal Sharma
President of India
Rastrapati Bhavan

New Delhi

Respected President,

We are now on the threshold of the Birth Centenary of
Helad | Subhas Chandrd Bose. Nuw s Lhe Limg Lhal Lhe poople hknow,

what really happened to Netadl.
IT. THE BURNING QUESTION

For the last fifty years Indian people are anxious LO Know

all about Netaji's enigmatic disappearance and destiny.

We sum up below our puzzles over ‘so called evidence’ dished
out for detades for public consumption about reports of alleged
death of Netaji and we now depend on your wisdom to initiate

transparent action to resolve the lasting conundrum.
INFORMATION AND EVIDENCE ON THE ISSUE OF NETAJI'S DISAPPEARANCE

1. On Auguast 23, 1945, Tokyo Radio announced that Subhas
Chandra Bose perished in Aircrash at Taihoku; his body had been

fMown to Japan.

2, A lalLer broadcast by the same Radio announced that his body
was cremated at Taihoku. The two contradictory broadcasts, Lhus
raised a mist of an ab initio suspicion.

3. It is publicly known that Mahatma Gandhi, Pandit Madan Mohan

Malaviya, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad and even Pandit Jawharlal Nehru



-~

(at that stage) - did not trust thic Tokyao roport., In .f'nr:I
Gandhiji and Malaviyaii had ankod Bonso family in Calcul.ta “"not Lo
perform Sradh Ceremony”.

The AICC in its first Session (after 1942) declined to

adopl any obituary resolution on Netaji.

4, On January 2, 1946 Gandhiji made a public statement: "I
believe Netaji is alive. He is hiding somewhere".

Gandhiji later met Habibur Rahman, but he never swerved from
his conviction that Netaji's death, as reported, was not true and
it was a camouflage.

In 1989 a documont was Tound in Lhu PriuuuLuﬁ University,
USA. According to this document of 22nd July 1946, Mahatmaji had

nover allored his belief in Netaji being alive and in Russia.

L. lwo entries in Lord wavell's (then Viceroy of India) 'Diary’
recorded that the Viceroy did not trust the Tokyo Report of

Houe's dealh. .
STUDIOUS SILENCE

G. The Government of Japan did not officially confirm Netaji’'s

reported death in 1945,

7. Nor did the Govt. of U.K or the Govt. of Wavell in India
issue any official confirmation of the alleged event of Netaji's

dealh.

8. Four separate on-the-spot inquiries at Taihoku were carried
oul. immediately after the report of the alleged aircrash death of

fhelbagi. Thaoe waere by

a) Genl. Mac Arthur of the U.S.Pacific Army ;

b)) Adml. Mountbalbton, Chiof of the S.E.Aslan Allied Army ;

¢) RBriticsh Global Counter Intelligence - Combined Services
Intelligence Centre (CSDIC); and,

d) Mayor of Taipei (Taihoku).

a%]



Theve were in 1945 with the aim of finding out actual facts about

Al reporLed incidant.

9. A1l  these Agencies submitted their report to their
respeclive Governments/Authorities by the end of 1945, Mosl
intriguingly, these reports and other findings were never
published in the last fifty years. What 1is more baffling, the
Govt. of India had not asked for these reports - never seemed to

want to know about them - during the same half a century.

10. The image of Nebt.ji as the unequalled freedom fighter has
always beon supreme, in Lhe minds of the Indian peopla. All
parbiocbic puuplu of Indiu ureaking all barriors of caste, crood
languadge and religion - agree emotionally on the supreme national
SlLalbure ol Lhis majistic revolubionary [reedom {ighter.

At Ler India was free in 1947 the people eagerly expected
Lhat Lhe Govl. would set up an independent. inquiry to find out
Lhe truth about Netaji, However, for over a decade tjll 1956 -
Lthe Govt. of 1India had chosen to remain silent over this

nationally sensitive issue.

11. In 1956 the Calcutta Citizens Forum set wup an unofficial
Inquiry Committee with Dr. Radhabinbode Pal, a noted Jurist and
Ex-Judge of Tokyo War Criminals Trial, as its Chairman.

IL appeared as if to scuttle this non-official move, the
Lhen Prime Minister, Pandit Nehru promptly formed an Official
Committee under the Chairmanship of Shah Nawaz Khan to ‘inquire

into Lhe alleged deatth of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose’.

12.  But this Shah Nawaz Committee was crippled 1in its very
birth, and that too, unfortunately by Panditji himself. This
Committee was denied any judicial power. Panditji did not allow
this Committee even to visit Taihoku in Taiwan for an on-the-spot

investigation.

13. History records another strange event. While the Shah Nawaz

]



Inquiry was in process, Prime Minister Nehru made an unexpedtéd
~nLatement in the Parliament
“...the fact of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose's death,
is, T think, settled beyond doubt”™.
If the Prime Minister of the country was so sure about the event,
what more use was there for an Inquiry into its truth! After this
statement of Nehru, the Inquiry by Shah Nawaz Committee turned

wholly infructuous, almost by mandate.

14, Tho otudinoun uncortninty and the vail cant by officialdom,
Fapl tho minds of all patriotic pooplo vaory unhappy for docados,
(he people wanted to know the reality, the truth and destiny of

Lheir beloved leader, Netaji.

15. Twentysix years had then elapsed after 1945, In an
unprecedented move, the majority Members of the Parliament
submitted a joint Memorandum to the Government of Mrs. Indira
Ga&dhi demanding a fresh judicial inquiry. The results was the
one-man inquiry Commission, set wup in 1970, with Justice

G.D.Khosla as its Chairman.

16. The one-man Khosla Commission was an exercise 1in violation

of all judicial norms. The Commission’s Report was found full of
engineered holes and improprieties. It was laden with deliberate

unethical aberrations.

Finally there was the unprecedented Anticlimax

Junticeo Khosla wan found to offer an  unconditional apology
before a Calcutta Court for his numerous derogatory remarks
against Netaji in his Report.

The upshot of all thes was, - the Khosla Commission’s Report
lost all its credibility; it was.a discredited mass of heaps of
papers. There was severe criticism of the report inside _the
Parliament. .

Justice Khosla was accused of personal motivation for his
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refusal Lo accepl "Lhe report of the Inquiry”™ made by Lhe Muy Oon__

A\OfTaipei in 1945 on the alleged event of Netaji's death in the_
Taihoku aircrash when the Commission visited Taipei (Taihoku) in
Taiwan after .1970.

The Mayor of Taipei’s Report was  crucial; it was a
contemporary investigation; it was an 1inquiry on-the-spot; and
the inquiry had involved noted personalities of Taihoku, who were
in full knowledge of the situation in August 1945.

The very fact that Justice Khosla chose to ignore this vital
Tnquiry Report wag enough to question his impartiality.

Mevertheless, this Khosla Report was adopted by Parliament
during Emergency in 1975 without any discussion when most of the

oppousition Members of Parliament were in detention.

17. The issue of Netaji Inquiry was revived in 1978. Morarji
Desai, the then Prime Minister disapproved the Reports, both of
Shah Nawaz Committee and of the Khosla Qommission. In a Statement
in Lok Sabha on Sept é, 1978, Morarji Desai declared, -

"...reasonable doubts have been cast on the correctness
(of finding) reached in the two Reports and various
important contradictions 1in the testimony of the
witnesses have been noticed. Some further contemporary

records have also been made available. In the 1ight of
Lhuse records, the Govt. finds it difficult to accept
that the earlier conclusions are decisive."”

18. Morarji Desai Govt., fell soon; and the succeeding Govts.
preferred to send the issue into another spell of oblivion. No

folTow up aclLion un the Prime Minlster MorarJi'’'s ubtbtorance in

Parliament was taken.

19. The issue of disappearance of Netaji was raked up afresh by
the then President, Shri R.Venkatraman, who wrote to Shri
V.P.Singh in 1991: "to take up the matter”. In compliance, Shri
Singh asked his Minister for External Affairs, Shri I.K.Gujral,
to proceed with the matter. However, before concrete steps could

be taken, the Govt. of Shri V.P.Singh had to quit.



20. The President. (Shri R.Venkatraman) renewed the matter with
L"N next Prime Minister, Shri Chandra Sekhar. His Minister for
External Affairs promptly initiated to move for a high Jlevel
investigation into the issue of Netaji's disappearance. He wrote
on March 26, 1991

“....this Ministry has already initiated follow-up action
in regard to a high level investigation into ‘secret docu-
ments’ on disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose...”

Bubt this move was stalled because of a change in the Govt. at the -

Centre

21. It 1is 1learnt that, before retirement, President, shri
R.Venkntramdn had requested Prime Minister Shri P.V.Narasimha
Rao, on two occassions, to bursua action in regard to the matter
of Hobaji'n inquiry..

Wo havo an impression that the Prime Minister had not bean
posted with the progress of events of which we have attempted an
outline in the foregoing* paragraphs. All facts and developments
over four decades regarding the moves on Netaji Inquiry were
apparently not brought to P.M’s attention. We surmise this from
Lhe fact that he had decided to confer Bharat Ratna on Netaji
with the word “Posthumously” attached to the citation.

We believe that you would have avoided the positive

appellation "Posthumously” if you had been fully posted with the
facl Lhal, whal. had happoened Lo NetaJl  oabill romalnod  unseltlod

and that a case on the issue was pending in the Supreme Court.

??2. Morarji Desai as Prime Minister had preferred that an
investigative inquiry should be conducted into all documents,
records, information and evidences connected with the situations
of the alleged death of Netaji. He was not in favour of another
"nublic inquiry’ into the issue. His reasons against a further

public inquiry were :



ATl the important Japanese personalities like (a) F.M.
Tarauchi, Chief of the Southarn Command of the Japanese
Army; (b) Genl. Tsoda, Head of the Hikari-Kikan, a
[ 1aison Organisation working batween the Govt. of Japan
and the Provisional Govt. of Free India; (c¢) Col. Tada,
a Special Officer of Tarauchi's Headquarter:; and (d) the
Chiof of tho War tima Tmparial Staff of tho .Japanesae
Army at. Tolyo who had all beon crucially involved in

execution of Netaji's Plan of escape from South East

Asia - were by then dead.

23. In fact, all the above contemporary documents together with
the findings of the four Inquiries made in 1945 (already referred
to) by the U.S.Pacific Army; Adml. Mountbatten; U.K.Counter
Intelligence - CSDIC; and the Mayor of Taipei - are lying in the
archives of the Govts. of U.K., USA and Taiwan. Thae above four
Reporta obill remain unpublished.

We hope it 5hnu1h be possible for the Govt. of India to take
tup soriously with tho Govts, concerned for a factual knowledge of

whal, - happened  and  so  resolva  tho mystery which shrouds

disappearance of Netaji.

24. Furthermore, many intelligence Reports were found with the
Govt. of Wavell which presumed Netaji's presence 1in Russia in
1946. These 1intelligence reports of 1946 find further
corroboration by the documents found in the 1975 British
Publication of "Transfer of Power - 1942-47",

A 'top secret’ report in this publication clearly shows that
the Govt. of Wavall and the Govt. of U.K. did not believe the
Tokyo Report, of Netaji's death 1in the alleged aircrash at
Taihoku. On the contrary, it concluded that

“Leave him (Bose) where he is, don't as for his release.
Bose might be welcomed in Russia”.

It is also known that, excaept Col. Habibur Rahman, all the



high ranking Japanese and INA witnesses unanimously deposed
b~<ore the Shah Nawaz Committee and the Khosla Commission that
after surrender of Japan 1in 1945, Netaji’s destination was
Russia.

25. Recently a team of Asiatic Society Researchers visited
Russia. This team c¢laims to have acquired some important
documents and suggestive clues about much more regarding Lhe
queslion of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose's enbLry Into Sovioet Ruusia
after fall of Japan in 1945.

However, the Team of Scholars from the Asiatic Society were
not extended access to Russian archives. Curiously, these
archivoes are now open to USA and other Furopean Scholars. But the
Russian authority demanded that unless the Govt. of India wrote
to Lhe Govt. of Russia, the Indian team could not have entry into
the Russian archives. This raises an obvious suspicion that the

Russian Archives Authorities were working under instructions.

26. Accordingly, important. representatives of the Asiatic
Society, including one member of the research team, had been
advised by the Minister of External Affairs, Sri Pranob Mukherjee
Lo see him in Delhi. Mr. Mukherjee was requested by the Authority
of the Asiatic Society to write to the Govt. of Russia to permit
Lhe Indian Research Team to work freely in thé Russian archives
with regard to the Netaji issue.

Adding one more enigma to the series of curious events on
the issue for Jast fifty years, the Minister of Externa1 Affairs
has failed to respond, so far, to this request. It is needless to
stress that the Inquiry and the request of the scholarly team to
our External Affairs Minister for access into the documents in

Russia - reflects the burning desire of the Nation. In the year

of the Birth Centenary of Netaji, - which all people and all
political parties are desiring to celebrate, the least that would
e  wrpuctod  of your  Gavt,, io a patriotic cooperation for



successful inquiry about Netaji's disappearance.
~
27. To ndd anothor avidenca to the misty situation which has

been studiously nourished - we mention the existence of the
"Secret File No. F.23(156)/51-PM", maintained as a Special Secret
File by Pandit Nehru on the iséue about Netaji’s disappearance.
This file has been placed as exhibit in the course of proceedings.
of the Khosla Commission. After Pandit Nehru’s. demise this
"Secraot Mile” was maintained by Md. Yunus. There is a Note
attached with this file which shows that some 40-45 documents of
this Tile have been "either destroyed or missing”. The Inquiry
should also find out what precisely happened to these documonts,
Lhoar oxaclh nature, and how thoy woroe “"dostroyed or mlusing”.
Finally, of course, the question remains how or why such»
documents were destroyed or how they were missing - and whether

this was done under instructions.
JII. OUR SUBMISION

This is the Birth Centenary Year of Netaji. A1l patriotic
people of India are emotionally roused with enthusiasm. Ordinary
citizens apart - there is hardly any political party which does
not hail Netaji as the greatest revolutionary hero of our freedom
struggle.

We should consider it as our sacred duty to resolve the

national issue of the reality of the ‘great leaders destiny'. It

behoves your Govt. to work seriously to find out the truth about
Netaji, to let our countrymen know what exactly happened to their
beloved lToadar,

Wo submit  furthor, the "manner 1in which the issue of
Netaji's disappearance has been shelved or camouflaged, does not
add glory to our country or credibility of our Govt. |

We, Lherefore appeal to you, to set up immediately an
Investigative Inquiry.

And for this purpose, and the success and transparency of
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Luch inguiry, the Govt. should take the following steps :

a) Write to the Govts. of U.K., USA and Taiwan to
pubilbioh  Lhe  hibher Lo unpub | lshed I epor Ly ol Lhe
inqQuir ies made in 1945 Dby Adml. MountbalLten, CSDIC,
Genl. Mac Arthur and the Mayor of Taipei and also the
Govt. of U.K to give access to the Investigative team to

the classified documents preserved in the archives of

U.K. about Netaji.

b) Request Lhe Govt. of Russia to extend equal and free
access to the files/papers -of KGB, Comintern,. Soviet
President and a1l other files 1in their archives for

rosoarch worl by Asiatic Socionty and othaor Tndian teams.

¢) Md. Yunus and others who looked after Pandit Nehru's
Fidlee Mo.b.230156)/51-PM should be askod to dolivor t.he
file and investigate what was the exact nature of the

files/documents "Hestroyed or missing”

The documents submitted to the Shah Nawaz
CommitLtee and Khosla Commission should be re-examined by

Lhe Investigative Inquiry.

We would urge on you to endow this high level Investigative
Inquiry Committee with full judicial authority to go through and
seek all documents for their review and judgement on the issue -
facts, situations, circumstances and the reality - related to the

"disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose.”

The Netaji issue is a scar on the rectitude of our
administration. People may be dumb but they are not witless. They
are all watching Lhe Tukewarm treatment - the lack of candour and
will meted out to our national hero and supreme patriot Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose. Permit us to bring to your attention that if
today we fail to unearth the truth - all of what exactly happened

to Netaji after fall of dJapan in the 1last Great War, our

10
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countrymen, and of course our future generations, are bound to
“Nold it against us. They will be entitled to suspect motives, -
read not merely incompetence, but also insincerity - with which

the Netaji issue has been and is being handled.

We appeal to your wisdom to display the required political
will to get to the bottom of the issue and do a national service
which will varn you Lhe gratitude of the nation and a record in
hisLtory in letLers of gold.

We fervently believe, the country is at cross-roads. And it
i, right, now and haro that it han thrown to you and your Govt,
both an opportunity and a challange. If in this caentonary yeoar
your GovL. tell the country that it means business and not merely
lipservice to honour the Maha Kshatriya of the struggle for our
national liberation - it would earn the lasting respect of the

whole nation.

Wilh regards namdskar, . .

Yours sincerely,

11
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PRIME MINISTER

Dear Shri Nijalingappaji,

New Delhi
November 13, 1996

11-
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I have received your letter of October 22, 1996

enclosing a copy of your letter addressed to the President

of India regarding the mystery around the death of Netaji

Subhash Chandra Bose.

With regards,

Shri S. Nijalingappa
VP Extension
Chitradurga - 577 501
Karnataka

Yours sincerely,

lho&u.u«:ﬁ/

[H.D. Deve Gowdal
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PRIME MINISTER

New Delhi
November 13, 1996

-

Dear Shri Nijalingappaji,

L

I have received your letter of October 22, 1996
enclosing a copy of your letter addressed to the President
of India regarding the mystery around the death of Netaji

Subhash Chandra Bose.

With regards,

Yours sincerely,

1hmu~:§,/

[H.D. Deve Gowdal

Shri S. Nijalingappa
VP Extension
Chitradurga - 577 501
Karnataka

No. 915/11/C/65/86-Pol dated: 3.12.199

Copy with a copy oi e listier under reply
forwarded 1o FPome Secretary for action as appropriate.

<

(Arun Matihur)
Director

e (w2,



1.

To

Dr. Shankar Dayal Sharma

His Excellency the President of India
Rastrapati Bhavan

NEW DELHI.

Respected President,

We are now on the threshold of the Birth Centenary of Netaji

Subhas Chandra Bose. Now Is the time that the people knew, - what
really happened to Netaji.

. THE BURNING QUESTION
) . For the last fifty years Iindian people are anxious to know all
about Netaji’s enigmatic disappearance and destiny.

_ We sum up below our puzzies over ‘so called evidence’ dished
out for decades for public consumption about reports of alleyed
death of Netaji and we now depend on your wisdom to initiate
transparent action to resolve the lasting conundrum.

INFORMATION & EVIDENCE ON THE ISSUE OF NETAJI'S
DISAPPEARANCE

On August 23, 1945, Tokyo Radio announced that Subhac

Chandra Bose perished In Alrcrash at Talhoku; his body had been
flown to Japan.

L g ;}':-:\-‘

?:. i A later broadcast by the same Radio announced that hiz body

was cremated at Taihoku. The two contradictory broadcasts, thus
raised a mist of an ab initio suspicion.

Poa®

3. it Is publicly known that Mahatma Gandhi, Pandit NMadan

Mohan Malaviya, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad and cven Pandit
Jawharlal Nehru (at that stage) - did not trust this Tckyo report. In

fact Gandhiji and Malavlyajl had asked Bose family in Calcutta “not to
perform Sradh Ceremony”.
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The AICC in its first Session (after 1942) declined to adopt any
obituary resolution on Netaji.

4. On January 2, 1946 Gandhiji made a public statement: “|

believe Netaji is alive. He is hiding somewhere”.

Gandhiji later met Habibur Rahman, but he never swerved

from his conviction that Netaji’s death, as reported, was not true and
it was a camouflage.

In 1989 a document was found in the Princeton University,
USA. According to this document of 22nd July 1946, Mahatmaji had
never altered his belief in Netaji being alive and in Russia.

5. Two entries in Lord Wavell’s (then Viceroy of India) ‘Diary’

recorded that the Viceroy did not trust the Tokyo Report of Bose’s
death.

STUDIOQUS SILENCE

6. The Government of Japan did not officially confirm Hetaji’'s

reported death in 1945.

7 i Nor did the Government of U.K or the Government of Wavell in

India issue any official confirmation of the alleged event of Netaji's
death.

8. Four separate on-the-spot inquiries at Taihoku were carried

out immediately after the report of the alleged aircrash death of
Netaji. These were by -

a) Genl. Mac Arthur of the U.S.Pacific Army;
b) Adml. Mountbatten, Chief of the S.E.Asian Allied Ariny;

c) British Global Counter Intelligence - combined Services
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Intelligence Centre (CSDIC); and,
d) Mayor of Taipei (Taihoku).

These were in 1945 with the aim of finding out actual facts about the
reported incident.

9. All these Agencies submitted their report to their respective

Governments/Authorities by the end of 1945. Most intriguingly, these
reports and other findings were never published in the last fifty
years. What is more baffling, the Government of India had not asked

for these reports - never seemed to want to know about them - during
the same half a century.

10. The image of Netaji as the unequalled freedom fighter has

always been supreme, in the minds of the Indian people. All patriotic
people of India - breaking all barriers of caste, creed, language and
religion - agree emotionally on the supreme national stature of this
majestic revolutionary freedom fighter.

After India was free in 1947 the people eagerly expected that
the Government would set up an independent inquiry to find out the
truth about Netaji. However, for over a decade till 1956 - the

Government of India had chosen to remain silent over this nationally
sensitive issue.

11.  In 1956 the Calcutta Citizens Forum set up an unofficial Inquiry

Committee with Dr.Radhabinbode Pal, a noted Jurist and Ex-Judge of
Tokyo War Criminals Trial, as its Chairman.

It appeared as if to scuttle this non-official move, the then
Prime Minister, Pandit Nehru promptly formed an Official Commitiee
under the Chairmanship of Shah Nawaz Khan to ‘inquire into the
alleged death of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose’.

sl
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12, But this Shah Nawaz Committee was crippled in its very birth,
and that too, unfortunately by Panditji himself. This Committee was
denied any judicial power. Panditji did not allow this Committee even

to visit Taihoku in Taiwan for an on-the-spot investigation.
13. History records another strange event. While the Shah Nawaz

Inquiry was in process, Prime Minister Nehru made an unexpected
statement in the Parliament:

. the fact of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose’s death,
is, | think, settled beyond doubt”,

If the Prime Minister of the country was so sure about the event, what
more use was there for an Inquiry into its truth! After this statement of

Nehru, the Inquiry by Shah Nawaz Committee turned wholly
infructuous, almost by mandate.

14. The studious uncertainty and the veil cast by officialdom, kept
the minds of all patriotic people very unhappy for decades. The

people wanted to know the reality, the truth and destiny of their
beloved leader, Netaiji.

15. Twenty six years had then elapsed after 1945. In an
unprecedented move, the majority Members of the Parliament
submitted a joint Memorandum to the Government to Mrs. Indira
Gandhi demanding a fresh judicial inquiry. The results was the one-

man inquiry Commission, set up in 1970, with Justice G.D.Khosla as
its Chairman.

16. The one-man Khosla Commission was an exercise in violation
of all judicial norms. The Commission’s Report was found full of

engineered holes and improprieties. It was laden with deliberate
unethical aberrations.

Finally there was the unprecedented Anticlimax:
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Justice Khosla was found to offer an unconditional apalogy

before a Calcutta Court for his numerous derogatory remarks against
Netaji in his Report.

The upshot of all these was, - the Khosla Commission’s Report
lost all its credibility; it was a discredited mass of heaps of papers.
There was severe criticism of the report inside the Parliament.

Justice Khosla was accused of personal motivation for his
refusal to accept “the report of the Inquiry” made by the Mayor of
Taipel in 1945 on the alleged event of Netaji's death in the Taihoku

aircrash when the Commission visited Taipei (Taihoku) in Taiwan
after 1970,

The Mayor of Taipei’'s Report was crucial; it was a
contemporary investigation; it was an inquiry on-the-spot; and the
inquiry had involved noted personalities of Taihoku, who were in full

knowledge of the situation in August 1945.

The very fact that Justice Khosla chose to ignore this vital

Inquiry Report was enough to question his impartiality.

Nevertheless, this Khosla Report was adopted by Parliament
during Emergency in 1975 without any discussion when most of the

opposition Members of Parliament were in detention.

17.  The issue of Netaji Inquiry was revived in 1978. Morarji Desai,
the then Prime Minister disapproved the Reports, both of Shah
Nawaz Committee and of the Khosla Commission. In a Statement in
Lok Sabha on September 3, 1978, Morarji Desai declared, -

...... reasonable doubts have been cast on the correctness
(of finding) reached in the two Reports and various important
contradictions in the testimony of the witnesses have been noticed.
Some further contemporary records have also been made available.
in the light of these records, the Government finds it difficult to
accept that the earlier conclusions are decisive... ... ™

|
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18. Morarji Desai Government fell soon; and the succeeding
Governments preferred to send the issue into another spell of

oblivion. No follow up action on the Prime Minister Morarji's
utterance In Parliament was taken.

19. The issue of disappearance of Netaji was raked up afresh by

the then President, Shri R.Venkataraman, who wrote to Shri
V.P.Singh in 1991: “to take up the matter”. In compliance, Shri Singh
asked his Minister for External Affairs, Shri |.K.Gujral, to proceed
with the matter. However, before concrete steps could be taken, the

Government of Shri VP Singh had to quit.

20. The President (Shri R.Venkataraman) renewed the matter with

the next Prime Minister, Shri Chandra Sekhar. His Minister for

External Affairs promptly initiated to move for a high level

investigation into the issue of Netaji’s disappearance. He wrole on
March 26, 1991:

...... this Ministry has already initiated follow up action in
regard toa high level investigation into ‘secret documents’
on disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose i

But this move was stalled because of a change in the Government at
the Centre.

21. It is learnt that, before retirement, President, Shri
R.Venkataraman had requested Prime Minister Shri P.V.Narasimha

Rao, on two occasions, to pursue action in regard to the matter of
Netaji's inquiry.

We have an impression that the Prime Minister had not been
posted with the progress of events of which we have attempted an
outline in the foregoing paragraphs. All facts and dgvelopments over
four decades regarding the moves on Netaji Inquiry were apparcntly

not brought to PM’s attention. We surmise this from the fact thal he
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had decided to confer Bharat Ratna on

“Posthumously” attached to the citation.

Netaji with the word

We believe that you would have avoided the positive
appellation “Posthumously” if you had been fully posted with the fact
that what had happened to Netaji still remained unsettled and that a

case on the issue was pending in the Supreme Court.

22. Morarji Desai as Prime Minister had preferred that an

investigative inquiry should be conducted into all documents,
records, information and evidences connected with the situations of

the alleged death of Netaji. He was not in favour of another ‘public

inquiry” into the issue. His reasons against a further public inquiry
were:

All the important Japanese personalities like (a) F.M.Tarauchi,
Chief of the Southern Command of the Japanese Army, (b)
Genl. Isoda, Head of the Hikari-Kikan, a Liaison Organisation
working between the Government of Japan and the
Provisional Government of Free India; (c) Col. Tada, a
Special Officer of Tarauchi’s Headquarter; and (d) the

Chief of the War time Imperial Staff of the Japanese Army at
Tokyo - who had all been crucially involved in execution,
of Netaji’s Plan of escape from South East Asia -were by
then dead.

23. In fact, all the above contemporary documents together with

the findings of the four Inquiries made in 1945 (already referred to)
by the U.S.Pacific Army; Adml. Mountbatten; U.K. Counter
Intelligence - CSDIC; and the Mayor of Taipei - are lying in the
archives of the Governments of U.K., USA and Taiwan. The above
four Reports still remain unpublished.

We hope it should be possible for the Government of India to

take up seriously with the Governments concerned for a factual
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knowledge of what happened and so resolve the mystery which
shrouds disappearance of Netaji.

24, Furthermore, many intelligence Reports were found with the

Government of Wavell which presumed Netaji's presence in Russia in
1946. These intelligence reports of 1946 find further corroboration

by the documents found in the 1975 British Publication of “Transfer
of Power - 1942-47".

A ‘top secret’ report in this publication clearly shows that the
Government of Wavell and the Government of U.K. did not believe the
Tokyo Report of Netaji's death in the alleged aircrash at Taihoku. On
the contrary, it concluded that

“Leave him (Bose) where he is, don’t as for his release. Bose

might be welcomed in Russia”.

It is also known that, except Col. Habibur Rahman, all the high
ranking Japanese and INA witnesses unanimously deposed before
the Shah Nawaz Committee and the Khosla Commission what after

surrender of Japan in 1945, Netaji's destination was Russia.

25. Recently a team of Asiatic Society Researchers visited Ruzsia.
This team claims to have acquired some important documents and
suggestive clues about much more regarding the question of Netaji

Subhas Chandra Bose’s entry into Soviet Russia after fall of Japan in
1945.

However, the Team of Scholars from the Asiatic Society were
not extended access to Russian archives. Curiously, these archives
are now open to USA and other European Scholars. But the Russian
authority demanded that unless the Government of India wrote to the
Government of Russia, the Indian team could not have entry into the
Russian archives. This raises an obvious suspicion that the Russian

Archives Authorities were working under instructions.
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26.  Accordingly, important representatives of the Asiatic Sociely,
including one member of the research team, had been advised by the
Minister of External Affairs, Sri Pranob Mukherjee to see him in Delhi.
Mr. Mukherjee was requested by the Authority of the Asiatic Society
to write to the Government of Russia to permit the Indian Research

Team to work freely in the Russian archives with regard to the Netaji
issue.

Adding one more enigma to the series of curious events on the
issue for last fifty years, the Minister of External Affairs has failed to
respond, so far, to this request. It is needless to stress that the
Inquiry and the request of the scholarly team to our External Affairs
Minister for access into the documents in Russia - reflects the
burning desire of the Nation. In the year of the Birth Centenary of
Netaji, - which all people and all political parties are desiring to
celebrate, the least that would be expected of your Government is a

patriotic cooperation for successful inquiry about HNetaji’'s
disappearance.

27. To add another evidence to the misty situation which has been
studiously nourished - we mention the existence of the “Secret File
No.F.23 (156)/51-PM”, maintained as a Special Secret File by Pandit
Nehru on the issue about Netaji's disappearance. This file has been
placed as exhibit in the course of proceedings of the Khosla

Commission. After Pandit Nehru’s demise this “Secret File” was

4

maintained by Md. Yunus. There is a Note attached with this file
which shows that some 40-45 documents of this file have been
“either destroyed or missing”. The Inquiry should also find out what
f precisely happened to these documents, their exact nature, and how
i they were “destroyed or missing”.

POl AR

Finally, of course, the question remains how or why such
documents were destroyed or how they were missing - and whether
this was done under instructions.

«+10
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I1l. QUR SUBMISSION

This is the Birth Centenary Year of Netaji. All patriotic people
of India are emotionally roused with enthusiasm. Ordinary citizens

apart - there is hardly any political party which does not hail Netaji as

the greatest revolutionary hero of our freedom struggle.

We should consider it as our sacret duty to resoclve the
national issue of the reality of the ‘great leaders destiny’. It behoves
your Government to work seriously to find out the truth about Netaji,

to let our countrymen know what exactly happened to their beloved
leader.

We submit further, the manner in which the issue of Netaji’s
disappearance has been shelved or camoulflaged, does not add
glory to our country or credibility of our Government.

We, therefore, appeal to you, to set up immediately an
Investigative Inquiry.

And for this purpose, and the success and transparency of
such inquiry, the Government should take the following steps:

a) Write to the Governments of U.K., USA and Taiwan to
publish the hitherto unpublished reports of the inquiries made in
1945 by Adml. Mountbatten, CSDIC, Genl. Mac Arthur and the Mayor
of Taipei and also the Government of U.K to give access to the
Investigative team to the classified documents preserved in the
archives of U.K. about Netaji.

b) Request the Government of Russia to extend equal and
free accessto the files/papers of KGB, Comintern, Soviet President
and all other files in their archives for research work by Asiatic
Society and other Indian teams.

eell
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c) Md. Yunus and others who looked after Pandit Nehru's

file  No.F.23(156)/51-PM should be asked to deliver the file and

investigate what was the exact nature of the files/documents
“destroyed or missing”.

The documeants submitted to the Shah HNawaz

Committee and Khosla Commission should be re-examined by the
Investigative Inquiry.

We would urge on you to endow this high level Investigative
Inquiry Committee with full judicial authority to go through and seck

all documents for their review and judgement on the issue - facts,

situations, circumstances and the reality - related to the

“disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose”.

The Netaji issue is a scar on the rectitude of our
administration. People may be dumb but they are not witless. They
are all watching the lukewarm treatment - the lack of candour and
will - meted out to our national hero and supreme patriot Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose. Permit us to bring to your attention that if
today we fail to unearth the truth - all of what exactly happened to
Netaji after fall of Japan in the last Great War, our countrymen, and of
course future generations, are bound to hold it against us. They will

be entitled to suspect motives, - read not merely incompetence, but

also insincerity - with which the Netaji issue has been and is being
handled.

Wa appeal to your wisdom to display the required political will
to get to the bottom of the issue and do a national service which will

earn you the gratitude of the nation and a record in history in letters
of gold.

We fervently belleve, the country is at cross-roads. And it is
right now and here that it has thrown to you and your Government
both an opportunity and a challenge. If in this centenary year your

Government tell the country that it means business and not merely

R 12
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/’f/ lipservice to honour the Maha Kshatriya of the struggle for our
national liberation - it would earn the lasting respect of the whole
;;"’ nation.
With regards namaskar,
Yours sincerely,
: : ; ) %
Nev 20 1976 QWW*
W"“‘"w
]
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PRESIDENT'S SECRETARIAT
(Rashtrapati Sachivalaya)

A copy of the letter dated 20 November 1996, bearing

Dyv.No.3605-CA(T)/96, addressed to the President, received

from Shri Ramakrishna Hegde, regarding Netaji Subhas

Chandra Bose, is forwarded to the Prime Minister's Office,

New Delhi.

T The communication has not been acknowledged.
Afaww447%aékﬁn
/

(G.B. Pradhan)
Joint Secretarvy to the President

Prime Minister's Office (Shri C. Phunsog, Joint Secretary),
New Delhi.
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President's Secretariat, U.0.No.5(8)-CA(T)/96,
Dated 28 November 1996
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PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE
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Please find enclosed for action as appropriate

a copy of letteric20.11.1996 addressed to the President

Dy Shri Ramakrishna Hegde and forwarded to this office

Dy the President's Secretariat regarding Netaji Subhash
Chandra Bose.

(Arun Mathur) /)
Director U/
e

(W)

Home Secretar
PMO U.O0. No. 915/11/C/6/96-Pol

dated: 09.12.1996
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

qI WS wEATGT
PRIME MINISTER’S OFFICE

7% faesit-110011
NEW DELHI-110011

Forwarded to.Secretary........cc.cccovvvvnvenenn.
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The Communications has not been

acknowledged. %
A (e >
if‘r“ (V.D. Arya )
Desk Officer
i/ 5
THTT HAY FTTTAT TO TH TOuurervnrrnerersnsennes
{3 AR S S 915/11/C/6/96-Fol
Prime Minister’s Offiee U.O. No.
Dated.114..2..1G07. - ce0r ...
€d.11-:3-1997 (‘iQ P-1y
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No.228-PI(5)/97 3 Feb 97

Dear M W%;

I am enclosing herewith a letter dated the
12th February, 1997 from Prof. Samar Guha, former
Member of Parliament, Chairman, Privilege Committee
(Lok Sabha), 8/2, Central Park, Calcutta addressed
to the President of India alongwith a booklet on Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose, for appropriate action.

wea, WM?M

Yours sincerely,

,é’}M PruAlr

o =

(G.B. Pradhan)
@/LO)
w1 Shri Harnam Singh,

€N< 'y Joint Secretary,
Prime Minister's Office,
i New Delhi.
Qé\ fal Sec
/(' Swbwi b ww W“f"”
S . AAS LL ,_}ﬁmjm
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5?19f Samar Guka

8/2, CENTRAL PARK
CALCUTTA-700 032

4 ) Former
At MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT Phone : 72-1600
> 3 Chairman
) Fars 5 Privilege Committee 12 Feb 1997
i ( Lok Sabha)
NIvi4D
- Respected Rastrapatiji,
_‘ngij I would make an earnest appeal to you to fulfil a sacred national
task on behalf of the Indian people before you leave your office. This

W is the sensitive task of knowing what exactly happened to Netaji Subhas
22E Chandra Bose, the Maha Kshatriya of the struggle for Indian Liberation.
‘ﬂbf Very unfortunately what really happened to Netaji still remained an
l unresolved mystery.
U) The Govt. of Morarji Desai rejected the findings of the Shah Nawaz
Committae%nd Khosla Commission. But, before he could direct another
glfg Invastig;tian to finally resolve the mystery of disappearance of Netaji,
WY his Govt. fell.
S 5 : Former President of India, Shri R.Venkatraman wrote to the Govt. of
i s \Shrl V.P.Singh and then the Govt. of Shri Chandra Sekhar for holding
%Q%gy | Investigativwe Inquiry to find out what exactly happened to Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose. Both of these Govts. initiated investigation, but
unfortunately because of the short duration of their Govt.s they could't
complete the task. Before his retirement, Shri R.Venkatraman wrote to -
the then Prime Minister, Shri P.V.Narasimha Rac also. But he remained
unresponsive.
You are the President of our country, who is respected by the peopde
of our country as a living link with the freedom struggle of our nation.
The people hope that you will keenly feel about the very sensitive issue
of knowing what exactly happened to Netaji. While celebrating the birth
centenary of Netaji people all over India feelingly raised the issue to
make an appeal to the Govt. to set-up an Investigative Inquiry to finally
, come to a definite conclusion about what really happened to Netaji.
i;;;i \\? Perhaps you know that recently the Scholars of Calcutta Asiatic

Y Society inquired into the matter in Russia and came to know about
¥ M,}

existence of many valuable documents giving positive indication that
Netaji moved into the Soviet Territory under the camauflage of his death
story circulated by the Japanese news agency. The researchers of the

Asiatic Society were told that Russia will not officially declassi fy and

Sl ///




8/2, CENTRAL PARK
CALCUTTA-700 032

Phone : 72-1600
=Pk

?to/ Samar Guha

Former

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT
Chairman

Privilege Committee

( Lok Sabha)

reveal the documents pertaining to Netaji lying in their variaus archives
unless the Govt. of India writes to the Govt. of Russia for the purpose.

Asiatic Society wrote to the Foreign Minister Shri I.K.Gujral for
writing to the Govt. of Russia for de-classifying secret documents about
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose kept preserved in their various archives.

But unfortunately, the Govt. of India remained reluctant toc write to the
Govt. of Russia.

I would again make a request to you to write to the Govt. of India
for setting up an Investigative Inquiry to finally settle the issue of
disapperance of Netaji Subhas Bose. I would further request you also to
ask the Govt. to write to the Govt. of Russia and the Govt. of U.K for
de-classification of all documents kept preserved in their various
archives about Netaji Subhas Chandra Hose.

The Indian people will remain ever grateful to you if you fulfil this
sacred national duty before you leave your office.

With best regards and namaskar,

Br: S.D.Sharma Yours sincerely,
President of India

Rastrapati Bhavan Iﬂ”“““’iwhk““

New Delhi
( SAMAR GUHA )
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Banglar Biplabi-o-Sahayogi Parisad Phone : 26-4925

18, 2~KARIA STREET, CALCUTTA-700 073 [+

0

tegistered With A/D
Dated 3.3.,97.

To

cshri H, B, Deve Govda,
Hon'ble Frime finister,
Govemmant of India,
Wew Delhi,

. e e e e e

Respected Sir,

This year we are cel ébrating the Birth Jaitenary
of Netaji subhas chandra Boee, the greatest revolutionary
of the caatury, with due devotion end enthusiasm, vhenke
to the active participation of the U.¥, Govenment preseatly
installed at Delhi. As a natural corollary our long
sbending interest is recindled in the mysterious disappearance
of Neteji in 1945 from the ar-Zone in 0.7, Asia,

lore than 50 years heve elapsed since bub we are
sbill completely in the dark about Nebajli's whereaboute.
More than one inquiry commission appointed by the national
Governmant have brought us little ealight ement on the
gubject.

Undaunt ed, some inspired eand eaterprising research
scholars have on thelr own undexrteaken probes %o discover
the truth aboutbt Netaji 'byv}?itmgthe archives of re€l evant
forelgn countries like Japan, Jongolia, Aussia in sesrch
of clues that may he available in documants theren., But
their painstalkdng efforts have stunbl ed againet lack of
support from the Govemment of India, e are rather
shocked to lemxrn from thie source that in Ruseia the
authorities uncerenoniously refuced accese to all documents

about Netaji on the plea that the Goverment of India had

contd,, 2




B,g,nglar Biplabi-o-Sahayogi Parisad Phone : 25-4925
18, .AKARIA STREET, CALCUTTA-700 073 .

A

2.

blocked such disclosures. Why?, We are at & loss
to understend, IV serves neither the reputation of
Netaji, nor the prestige of the Govemmart énd by 1o
stretch of imagination the need of country's security.
on behelf of the revolutionary freedom fighters
ctill alive and some of whom had the privilege of
being co~-workers of Subhagc Chandre Boee, we come To
request you to kindly remove such restrictions in the
way of our eager historians gathering source materials
for thelr research work in India or abroad.

Le a mositive gesturs, the Covemment may aleo
concider the appointment of & fresh inculry coumiseion
to go Into the mystery e d mybhs gbout Netajli as the
govenment's grand presaerbation to the nation in the
year of his Birth ¢ axt enary,

Trusting in your good sense and wise &cuion

in the matter,

Yours Wer friaadly,
To r BATGTAR BIPLABI-0-SAHAYOGI
PARTSAD,

?]1..- W ’kl*(/_l 12

(Manohar Mfukherjee )
PI‘esidﬂIb.
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 memorandum dt.22.1,97 addressed to the Governor of

& ,
41

: 220-1641 DEPUTY SECRETARY TO THE GOVERNOR
i 266444 WEST BENGAL

: 217639 RAJ BHAVAN

tGWB IN . . CALCUTTA -

Bated:g..".t& february,? 97,

I am desired to forward herewith for your

information and necessary action a xerox copy of the

' West Bengal submitted on 22,1,97 by a delegation on

behalf of the All India United Forum For Netaji
Research and Movement, 25A, Bagbazar Street,

Calcutta=3 which will speak for itself.

Yours faithfully, -

%‘;%

(N, K,D4s _

Deputy Secretary to the Governor,
‘ West Bengal,

- The Private Secretary to

the Prime Minister of India '
Prime Minister's Secretaria{, :

South Block,

New Delhi=l1l, - E

‘  $lb$fih@1l:L}’

| 2
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MEMORANDUM 10 11 GOVERNOR OF WEST BEMOAL
ON NETAJI SUBHAS CHANDIA BOSE.

To
Hon'ble B8ri Raghunath Reddy,
Govermor of West Bengal,

Raj . Bhawan,
Calcutta -~ 700 001,

Dated 22. 1., 1997

Sir, .

we, the members of “All Indis United Forum for Netajl Pesearch
& Movement", a non-Folitical Forum representing various shades of
opinion of patriotic Orggnisations, want to wait in deputation on your
auqust self, for bringing to your kind notice the following important.
issues regarding Netajl Ssubhas Chandra Bose which are currently
agitating the public mind.

The whole country is poised for celebrating Netaji's Birth
centinary to-morrow with great £nthusiasm. It is high time that all
doubts and misgivings in publié mind concerning certain aspects of
Netaji's exploits aimed at liberating the country from foreigh domina—
tion were set at rest. There is a wide spread imperession that imme-
diately after the conclusion of World War II, the Allied FPowers
published a Liaf of War Criminals which included the name of Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose and that the then Government of Indla was a
signatory to the document which branded Netajl as a War Criminal.,

It was also reported thaé the list of War Criminals was amended in
1971 but there was no officlal declaration from the Government of
India regarding the truth or otherwise of the speculation that
Netaji's name continued to figure in the go~called List of War
Crimdnals. In view of the impending Netajlts Blrth Centinary
Celebration, it would be in the fitness of things, 1f the Government
of India, comes out with an unequivocal and faorthright declaration to
the effect that Govt. of India 1s not a gignatory to any such
intermational docunent or agreement treating Metajl ap a War Criminal,
such a clear-cut announcament on the part of Govt., of India will set
at rest once and for all whatever aspeculution 1s still there on tho
subjuect.

The public is eager to know what exactly happuned to Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose in August 1945 and thereaftor, There 1s a strong
public opinion in favour of conducting a thorough and ilmpartial
research into the variousg espects of the developments that took place
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in Netaji's tempestuous life lmmediately after August 1945, for
facilitating which the archives of the Govermment of India and
of foreign countries like U.K, U.8.A., Japan and former Soviet
Union, should be thrown open to the research workers of the
prestigious Institution like Asiatic Society. We call upon the
Govt, of Indias to make available to the reswvarch workers all
contidential documents relating to Netajil, and formally request
the forelgn Governments concerned to extand the same facility
to the Research Workers who are eager to take up the work for
unraveling the m’btery surrounding Netaji's disappearance.

Yours faithfully,

Y ;
G
( Amitabha Ghosh,) Chairman,

All India United Forum for Hetaji

Respesarch & Movement.
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Capt. S.S. Yadava, LN.A.

General Secretary
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SACRIFICE

ALL INDIAI ACOMMITTEE

INDIAN NATIONAL ARMY
(ESTD-1945)

82, DARYA GAN], DAYANAND MARG, NEW DELHI - 110 002., PHONE : 3273532 i
I 4S
7th July, 1997

To

The Prime Minister,

Government of India,

Central Secretariat, South Block,

New Delhi-110 011,
Sub ject:= OF N C BO "

e

Sir, 4

I enclose herewith an appeal onbehalf of the
Ex-I.N.A.Personnel for your kind consideration. It is a
well known fact that the Sacred Ashes of Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose have been preserved with great sanctity in Renkoji ,
Temple by Netajl's Great Ally, since 18th Aug: 1945, Some
misguided people have created baseless controversy and the
Government falled to bring the ashes. It is high time
to put every thing in proper perspective, without false
glorification and illusion, It is our moral duty to
bring the ashes with full STATE HONOURS, This is minimm
the grateful Natlon has to do.

Enclos:=4,
Yours falthfully,

& &Y S
(s.s.Yadaw?i?CaptzmA
Gen: Secretary




‘AR India [ N.A. Commiles,

HISTORY'S LEGEND MAHA NAVAK NETAJI SUSHAS CHANDRA BOSE

Dear ’

The ex-I.N.A. Personnel have been silent sufferers of the
despair, the misery, the humiliation indignation and ignorance

of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose since 15th August, 1947.

2. In historical analysis of our country, we often find
POSTERITY is a great task-master. People in power always glorify
themselves and tries to belittle their adversaries. But posterity
with vengeance corrects the situation and puts everyone in their

proper perspective ignoring the zarlier flasehoods.

= Huﬁdreds of examples can be given,_but one example only
will suffice to prove my point. Britishers called "SHIVAJI
CHHATRAPATI" as "Mountain Rat". Even Pandit Jawsharlal Nehru fell
in this trap and echoed thé same in his writings which he had to
withdraw later under protests. Today Shivaji Maharaj is our
greatest hero, who freed us from the Mughal Rule. Netaji Subhas
was also moulded in the Same cast as Shivaji Msharaj, who freed

us from British Imperialist Rule to a greatest extent.

4. ° Netaji Subhash is the most tragic figure of a World
Statesman who gave his all, career, family, life and sacrificed
everything at the PRIME AGE OF 48 only, to end white imperialiSm
. and Colonialism from this earth. Historians may not agree.

world war II and Netaji Subhas brought the ené of Imperialism.
Thanks to Hitler for starting the war. The brave and untiring
deeds of Subhas on an International arena was to a great 8xﬁant
responsible for the $UN of British Empire to set, but completely
ignored by his ungra£9ful people.' Efforts were made all the time
to erase his c0ntributiqn to our freedom movement from the pages

of our history by certain people in power with selfish motives.

L 2.
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It is very 5ad to find that Netaji is the most tragic figure
in his own lands He sacrificed evorything for his country. But
his ungrateful countrymen in power down-graded his patriotism

and dedication, ideals. with all sorts of falsehoods.

S 3ut our people 'AAM JANTA' and poStErity did not allow such
mischief to go on. Netaji today stands in full glory in the hearts

of his countrymen.

6. At this moment in post-independante India, among the Leaders
Netaji Subhas is the only Indian Statesman and Leader who is
adored by commonman all over India at all levels and Strata
breaking barriers of State, Language, Religion, Casté, Creed etc.
This is wery unique adulation for him, when names of other leaders

are in the mud for the COMMONMAn .

T e 'Netaji' was used for thz first time in Germany (1941-43)
when Subhas was organising Indian Prisoners of war of the British
Indian Army into 'AZAD HIND FOUJ'. The Indian sSoldiers who were
inspired by Subhas, instead of referring to him by his name,
Started using 'Netaji'. Defence PersSonnel in the lower ranks were
more brave and patriotic to the call of 'Netaji' then Bura Sahibs.
Even now it app=ars, some people with vested interest are still
playing the game of Imperialism and British Intelligence creating
all sorts of controwversies and confusion about him, gquoting CIA,
KGB, M.15 Iﬂtelligence services of US, RusSsia, England etc.

almost like pawns in their hands. These people do not believe any
versions, two enquiry commission reports, Netaji's Aide, Habib-ur-
Rehman, Japanese Government. They are also incapable to prove their
version about Netajl and want third party to solve the riddle or
myStery. Or else there are all sorts of confusions on Netaji. A
time has come let us believe all who ever wants tﬁe one to his
liking. Spare Netaji of all these mysteries and turn him int» a

" J-OKEI# -
contde. e« 3



8. A 3ritish Historian, favourite :» of Lord Mountbatten once

said, "A [EAD SUBHAS IS FAR MORE DANGERCUS THAN A LIVING SUBHAS" .

It was in the interest of the Raj to keep Subhas alive.
Their Intelligence Department tried their level best to keep myth
of "Subhas Living" and create all sorts of confusion and mystery
about him, when they very well knew how they ended his life. We
Indians played to their tunes as they wanted to the fullestlextent

and even now after 52 years of his end.

To us he faced his glorious end on 18th August, 1945 at the
age of 48 only. Many of us do not realise that he sacrificed his

life at such a prime time.

9. Today, "Netaji" or his legacy cannot be confined to Bengalees
only, or to I.N.A. his "Forward Bloc"™, his family members, Congress
Party or any other Government in power. He belongs to all. It is
tter we accept now that Ne:taji Subhas has been turned by history
and destiny into a liberator of the world from white Imp=2rialism
and Colonialism of the wWest. His global struggle and fight for only
25 years (between 1920 and 1945) out of that too 10/11 years in
jail or externed from India in exilefserious¥ill was a factor to
bring the end of British Empire, not only in India, but all over
the world. He followed the ideals, traditions and examples Set
before him by Sri Aurobindo, Swami Vivekananda; Vasudev Balwant
Phadke, Chapekar Brothers, Lokmanya Tilak, Veer Sarvarkar whom he
met once. The greatest achizvement of Netaji, we should never forget
that it was for the first time since 1857 that the Indian soldier
gave his loyalty to his MOTHERLAND and nct oppressor. The main
credit forthris unique achievement goes to Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose. And that is historically evident from his Indian National
Army, Defence Personnel of those days - Army, R.I.N., Air Force,

all over India.

contde o bm
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10 I think, it is high time, we analyse and discuss these
historical events in a frank manner now and put everything in
proper perspective, without false glorification and illusion.
ASs a grateful Nation, it is our moral duty to bring the SACRED
ASHES OF OUR LIBERATOR from JAPAN (great ally of Netajl) to HIS
MOTHER LAND (INDIA) for which he dedicated his whole life, with
full STATE HONOURS of the HEAD OF "HE STATE now - during his
birth centenary - before 23rd JANUARY, 1998. THIS IS MINIMUM

a grateful Nation has to do. We 1.N.A. Soldiers solicit your

blessings, co-operation and active support.

Yours in the Service of Nation

N

9 (S.S. YADAVA)
CAPTAIN, INA
General Secretary

Shri @en. Secretary
Al India . N. A. Committee
82, Darya Ganj, New Delhi-2,
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Please find enclosed for action as appropriate a

copy of letter dated 7.7.1997 addressed to the Prime Minister

A by Shri S.S. Yadava, Capt. INA, General Secretary, All
*  India INA Committee, New Delhi.

e

(R. Ramanujam)

Director
Home Secretary (Shri K. Padmanabhaian)
PMO U0.0. No. 915/11/C/6/9%7-Pol dated: 11.7.1997
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Most Immediate

PARLIAMENT OF INDIA
RAJYA SABHA SECRETARIAT

ParvLiAMENT HOUSE ANNEXE,
NEw DELHI;
llt August, 19911

No. RS.SNQ.DY.No.g /qg¢% Q1 .. XX A XAAK

. OFTFiCE MEMORANDUM

SUBMECT . Shoirt Nettee Quesiion Dy, No., 3 R g—‘-*-%-{%wqﬁ"
%‘797 PMMJ regarding Alleged plane crash ﬁﬂctd1€m0 ............

_,,/57”/ W by Y4 . Dr. Biplab Dasgupta. . ... ... ... ... . , M.P.

The undersizned 13 directed (o enclose a copy of the Short Notice Question mentioned
above and 1o request that this Sceretariat may kiindly be informed at an carly date whether
the Nfipipiesenfkar - - Prime Minister ... . ... . . ... ...

is in a position to answer the question at short notice, and il so. on what date.

\ ¢

- §a -
U r&%y‘

L ot N ) S e (L e
Shri . TaKedo Nadr ... ... .. )
N~"Copy forwarded to the Parliament Section, Prime Minister’s
. Office, New Delhi. | 7?,‘
RS. 97 (Q) ' (SURINDER KUMAR) -
{ Under Secretary
N\
\/,35“
&
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SHORT
DY. NO...'E--

&orice ore's

TICE QUESTION

QUESTIONS SECTION—I |

S.N.O. Dv. No. . ,3 ........ |

Date }— 8_??— ........ |

Place/mgqe
Dateffeim  *
FroM/fu= BIPLOB DASGUPTA
........................................................... /M.P.[aag 5z
To/&=T H,

THE SECRETARY GENERAL/qgT @f¥d,
RAIYA SABHA/TST 9T,

NEW DELHI/AE faeeiT |

SIR/5 T\,

Under Rule 58(1) of the Rules of Proceduré and Conduct of Business, I give notice of the following
afsar qur FE-gaeE qrEel A& e ss(1) ¥ weadg, § frafafas seo-geam @ #1 gE

Short Notice Question.
@rE

Yours faithfully/oaiy,
&94_..#'
Member gzor

Division No./fedrem 7. . 2.

Short Notice Questions/seq-g=aT Jov

Will the Mimister—of..... .l

be pleased to state :

(a) Whether '(5)

e —

............................... T a8 aF & FA0 FLA R

What actually happened to the 1life of
Netaji Subhas Ch. Bose as both the
Inquiry Committee and Commission's reports
on it were not accepted by the Government
for sufficient reasons best known to the
government on the alleged plane crash on
18th August, 194572

[P.T.O.



The reasons for asking the Question at Short Notice are :

FET-GIAT qT G Q4 F T I FH E -

-
-

The whereabouts of Netaji Subhash Chander Bose since 1945 is unknown. The
version given out by one section that he died in a plane crash and
his ashesM have been kept in Renkojo Temple in Japan' has not been
found convincing to the vast majority of the population of this
country. Though, several Committees have looked into this issue, it
appears that so far no conclusive evidence has emergea as to what
happened to him at the conclusion of the Second World War. I feel
that this issue can only be settled through a Committee of Experts,
mostly consisting of historians, who would be given facilities to
travel to Singapore, Andaman, Berlin, France and other places to
collect material from official and non-official sources and then
come to a decisive conclusion. This is the minimum that we can do
for the great son of India on the 50th year of Independence Day of
the Country and the Birth Centenary year of Netaji Subhash Chander

Bose.
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MOST IMMEDIATE
OUT TODAY/AT ONCE
PRIME MINISTER’S OFFICE
South Block
New Delhi - 110 011
Subject : Short Notice Question Dy. No.3 regarding alleged
plane crash of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose by Dr.
Biplab Dasgupta, MP,
A copy of OM No.RS.SNQ.Dy.No.3/181/97 dated 1
August, 1987 of Rajva Sabha Secretariat enclosing a Short
Notice Question From Shri Biplab Dasgupta on the alleged
prlane crash of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, is enclosed.

2 The undersigned is directed to request that as the
matter pertains to Ministry of Home Affairs, further action
may please be taken by the MHA and necessary communication

sent to Rajyva Sabha Secretariat under intimation +to this

office.
(R. Ramanujam)
}Q? ) Director
) Shri K. Padmanabhaiah, Home Secretary
PMO UO No. 18| 1\cf b 60 dated 5.8.1997
P O
Copy to :

Shri Surinder Kumar, Under Secretary, Rajva Sabha
Secretariat.

o/ (R. Ramanujam)
(d Director

R= W/
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~ MOST IMMEDIATE
~ OUT TODAY

No.I/13013/119/97-1I8(D.IIX)
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS
KRRRARRS

New Delhi, the 1llth August, 1997

OFFICE MEMORANDUM

SUBJECT : Short Notice Question Dy.No.3 by Dr. Biplab
Dasgupta, MP, regrding alleged plane crash of
Netaji Bose.

LE R E BB BN NEEESRE SRR N ]

The undersigned is directed to refer Rajya Sabha
Sectt, O.M. No. RS.SNQ.Dy.No.3/181/97 dated 1.8.97 addressed
to the Prime Minister's Office on the subject cited above
and to say that in a similar Short Notice Question Dy.No.2
dated 30.7.97 (Reference Rajya Sabha Sectt. O.M. No.2/181/97
dated 30.7.97) it has been decided at the level of the
Hon'ble HM not to accept the Question at short notice and
this has already been intimated to the Rajya Sabha Sectt.
vide this Ministry's O.M. of even number dated 8.8.97. The
text of this Short Notice Question viz. Dy. No.3 is exactly
the same as the one referred above. 1In view of the above,
it is not possible to take any other view in this matter.
It is, therefore, requested that the Short Notice Question
may not be accepted for answer by the Hon'ble HM.

This issues with the approval of JS(IS.I)J=s=(Is®)

\

( A.K. PAITANDY )
DEPUTY SECRETARY TO THE GOVT. OF INDIA
TELE # 301 2478

Rajya Sabha Secretariat,

(Shri Surinder Kumar, Under Secretary),
Parliament House Annexe,

NEW DELHI-110001,

coPY 70

L %
v 1A\, Shri R. Ramanujam, Director, P.M.O.

S

-

- Wer.t. U.0. “o’l’/ll/’&"’“ dated 5.8,97

- 1 Parliament Section, MHA, North Block.
\

~ Boeed).s
( A.K ‘LIT&HD!
'\ Fy DEPUTY SECRETARY TO GOVT, OF INDIA

22 SHpivR)F?
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qeA ®Et saieg
PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE

a§ fasel- 110 011
NEW DELHI - 110 011

’ Please find enclosed for action as appropriate a copy
~ of letter dated 28.7.1997 (enclosure in original) addressed

to the Prime Minister by Shri Shakti Singh, President, Subhash
Chandra Bose Rashtriya Vichar Manch, Faizabad, Uttar Pradesh.

a A Ao

g7 ULQ/

(R. Ramanujam)

Director
Home Secretary (Shri K. Padmanabhaiah)
PMO U.O. No. 915/11/C/6/96-Pol dated: 11.8.1997
—— ‘:i‘\..,r WA :
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@zg{ Cs’ama& gu/{a : - 8/2, CENTRAL PARK

CALCUTTA-700 032

. F{."‘ner
MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT Phone : 412-1600
Chairman
Privilege Committee 9 Aug 1997
{ Lok Sabha)

My dear Gujralji,

Please accept my hearty congratulation for taking a patriotic deci-
sion to undo the wrong committeed by the Govt. of Shri Narasimha Rao in
conferring 'POSTHUMAS AWARD OF BHARAT RATNA ON NETAJI SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE'.
Yes, the people of India will hail you for taking this bold decision to
withdraw the 'Posthumas Award' conferred on Netaji.

We protested against this inconsiderate move of the Govt. and insti-
tuted a case in the Calcutta High Court against conferring this 'Posthumas
Award' on Netaji. The case was transferred to the Supreme Court at the
behest of the Central Govt. The Trial continued for nearly five years and
now because of the patriotic wisdom of your Govt. the Supreme Court direc-

ﬁf};k%Jth the Govt. to withdraw the 'Posthumas Award of Bharat Ratna' conferred
an Netaji.

However, the basic issue - the issue of 'Disappearance of Netaji'
gstill remains unresolved. After withdrawal of 'Posthumas Award of Bharat

%g\‘ Ratna' conferred on Netaji the issue has been very poignantly highlighted
before the people of India. You will remember that as the Prime Minister
,qof the Janata Govt., late Morarji Desai rejected the findings of the
v;% Shah Nawaz Committee and Khosla Commission by making a Formal Statement
/in Lok Sabha in Sept 1978. He was not in favour of any further public
L[ / inquiry, but was thinking of someother way for setting up an Investigative
/) Inquiry for finally resolwing the question of the mystery of disappearance
.~ of Netaji. But he could not start the move, because of sudden fall of
] 1(\ Janata Govt.
> 1 again took up the matter with the then President of India,
Shri R.Venkatraman, who became convinced that it is a sacred national duty
of the Govt. of India to find ways and means to resolve the mystery of
disappealance of Netaji since Aug 18, 1945, when the concocted story of

f
;? Netaji's death in an alleged aircrash at Taihoku of former Formosa was
Qtéé\cryptlcally circulated by the Japanese Domai News Agency on 23rd Aug 1945,
g The then President of India wrote and also personally talked to the
$' then Prime Minister, Shri V.P.Singh to take up the issue of setting up an
Investigative Inquiry to fimally know what really happened to Netaji.

Shri Singh entrusted the matter to you as the Minister of External Affairs.

ee2/




CALCUTTA-700 032

—‘ ‘Cpt‘y{ Cs,amaz .gjutvfa 2 6/2, CENTRA':;' PARK

Fo her

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT Phone : 4121600
Chairman

Privilege Committee - -

{ Lok Sabha )

I had also about an hour long talk with you how to proceed to start an
Investigative Inq iry to resolve the question of disappearance of Netaji.
But you could't srat the process of Investigation as the Govt. of Shri V.P.
Singh had to resignt

The Netaji issue was again taken up with Shri Chandra Sekhar, the next
Prime Minister, by the President of India Shri R.Venkatraman. Shri Chandra
Sekhar agreed to start an Investigative Inquiry about disappearance of
Netaji. The Minister of External Affairs of his Govt. promptly toock up the
matter and issued an order for starting a High Level Inquiry to resolve the
issue of disappearance of Netaji. He also sent me the copy of his 'Inquiry
Order' for my knowledge. But because of sudden exit of the Govt. of
Shri Chandra Sekhar ths® work of inq iry could not be carried out.

The President of India again took up the issue of Netaji-inquiry,
more than once with the next Prime Minister, Shri P.V.Narasimha Rao. But
in spite of repeated request from the President of India, who was then about
to retire, Shri Narasimha Hao didn't respond to the letter of the President
of India regarding the issue of starting an Investigative Inq iry to
resolve the issue of disappearance of Netajie.

The President of India kept me informed about adl his moves with
the successive Prime Ministers. His letters are still with me.

I believe you will agree with me that the issue of Inquiry of
Disappearance of Netaji no longer remains a Non-official Move, but
after the statement made by the then Prime Minister, late Morarji
Desai and the continued mov es undertaken by the President of
India - Shri R.Venkatraman, the issue of holding an Investigative
Inquiry to finally resolve the mystery of Netaji have turned to
become an OFF ICIAL COMMITMENT of the Central Govt.

I further believe that you will certainly agree that it is now
an official responsibility of the Govt. of India to fulfil the
unfulfilled task of hading an Investigative Inquiry to finally resolve
the Mystery of Disappearance of Netaji and let the Indian people know
what exactly happened to their Netaji, the Maha Kshatriya of the
struggle for the liberation of our Motherland from the bondage of
the British Raj.

It is quite understandable that no public inquiry any more will be
effective to find out what exactly happened to Netaji as the time and
situation have completely changed and the persons who were associated with
Netaji's plan of going underground after fall of Japan are now mostly dead.
These are the basic reasons why an Investigative Inquiry, - and not a

public inquiry - should be instituted to solve the mystery of Disappearance

sed/
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Ft’\ner

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT
Chairman

Privilege Committee

{ Lok Sabha)

Phone : 412-1600

=

of Netaji.

By Investigative Inquiry-meant $

i) Thorough rewrexamination of the documents produced be fore
Shah Nawaz Committee and Khosla Commission;

ii) Inquiry into the Reports of the British Investigations
about Netaji and urging the British Govt. to disclose all reports
about Netaji which still remained undisclosed in their secret
archives;

iii) Examining the Mac Arthur's Report of Inquiry kept undis-
closed by the Govt. of USA;

iv) Re-examination of the Report of Japanese Govt. produced
before the Shah Nawaz Committee and Khosla Commission and the
Japanese Govt., should be requested further for disclosing the
Reports about Netaji's disappearance still lying with them;

Av) Careful®@ examination of the Report of Inquiry mad@ by
the Mayor of Taipei soon after occupation of Formosa by the
Chiang-Kai-Shek Govt. which definitely concluded that Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose didn't die in the alleged aircrash at
Taihoku of former Formosa on Aug 18, 1945. Actually, according
to the Mayor of Taipei's inquiry report, no such plane crash
took place at all at Taihoku on that date. The Govt. of Taiwan
agreed to handover the Inquiry Report of the Taipei Mayor to
Khosla Commission when it visited Taipei. But Justice Khosla
fdataly refused to accept the Inquiry Report from the Govt. of
Taiw®n, and

vi) Very intensive inquiry into the Russian sources should be
made about many significant reports of Netaji's entry into Russia
fall of Japan. Many Reports about Netaji's presence in Russiaare
lying undisclosed in the KGB and other secret archives in Russia.
Many other Reports about Netaji are now being known from Russia
that Netaji took shelter in Russia after fall of Japan. A Russian
scholar, Venogradov, wrote an article in a Russian paper -

'ECHO PLANETY' that Subhas Chandra Bose was given shelter in the
Saiberian city of 'OMSK' after his escape under the cover of the
story of his alleged death in a plane crash at Taihoku. The
scholar of the Calcutta Asiatic Society - Dr. Purabi Ray of
Jadavpur University, Calcutta, in course of her recent inquiries
about Netaji's entry into Russia found many reports that Netaji
was given shelter in Russia and he was staying in the city of
'OMSK' in Saiberia particularly in 1946. However, the Russian
Govt. is not willing to publish all these secret archival documents
unless the Govt. of India made a formal requests to the Govt. of
Russia.

aflicy

Dear Gujralji! You are now the Prime Minister of the Govt. of India,
the fate of which is dipped in acute political uncertainties. No move of

your Govt. is likely to make any abiding mark in the history of our country.

eed/
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MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT Phone : 412-1600
Chairman ;

Privilege Committee i

{ Lok Sabha )

#BkEv### HOWEVER, IF YOU TAKE PATRIOF IC COURAGE TO INSTITUTE

AN INVESTIGATIVE INQUIRY TO FINALLY LET THE INDIAN PEOPLE KNUW WHAT
REALLY HAPPENED TO THE GREAT LEADER, NETAJI SUBHASCHANDRA BOSE, YOUR
NAME WI LL REMAIN WRITTEN IN GOLDEN LETTERS IN THE HISTORY OF ODUR COUNTRY.

I would urge you and urge you on behalf of the Indian people to take
garly step to institute an Investigafive Inquiry to finally settle the
issue of the Mystery of Disappearance of Netaji and thus fulfil our
national duty towards Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, whose revolutionary
struggle removed the last hurddle of our national liberation from the
suggrainty of the British Poﬁgr. ‘

I repeat to express my deg faith in you that you will certainly
set up an Investigative Inquiry immediately to finally resolve the Mystery
of Disappeafahée of Natﬁji.

Jai Hind!

With best wishes and regards,

Yours sincerely,
Shri I.K.Gujral

Prime Minister of India I s a,,A%M,/L—Q
J Race Codrse Road

New Delhi 110001 ( SAMAR GUHA )
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PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE
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NEW DELHI - 110 011

Please find enclosed for action as appropriate a
copy of letter dated 9.8.1997 addressed to the Prime Minister
by Prof. Samar Guha, former MP.

b

(R. Ramanujam)

'!.'A_\ L

Director
Home Secretary ;Snri K. Padmanabhaiah)
PMO U.O. No. 915/11/C/6/96-Pol dated: 26.8.1997
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PRIME MINISTER

Dear Shri Biswas,

New Delhi
Aprl 30, 1998

I have received your fax of April 20, 1998 enclosing a

representation from Shri Pradip Bose of New Delhi regarding release

of papers relating to the death of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose.

With regards,

Shri Debabrata Biswas, MP
Hemant Basu Bhawan
49-C, Chittaranjan Avenue
Calcutta - 700 012

No. 915/11/C/6/96-Pol

Copy with a copy of the letter under reply forwarded

Yours sincerely,

C\W@[ }‘Nﬁ'u"

(A.B. Vajpayee)

dated: 18 5.1998

to Home Secretary for action as appropriate.

o

(R. Ramanujam)
Director

a/e
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PRIME MINISTER
New Delhi

April 30, 1998
Dear Shri Biswas,

I have received your fax of April 20, 1998 enclosing a
representation from Shri Pradip Bose of New Delhi regarding release

of papers relating to the death of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose.
With regards,
Yours sincerely,

@i’r\ “Wé'“"

(A.B. Vajpayee)

Shri Debabrata Biswas, MP
Hemant Basu Bhawan
49-C, Chittaranjan Avenue
Calcutta - 700 012
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Dear Mr. Vajpayee,

We, some members of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose's family, would like
to meet you any day and time in the first week of May 1998,

The purpose of the meeting would be to request you personzally for
3 1 the release, at the earliest possible date, by the Government of
29]Y India of all papers relating to Hetaji's "death"™ and other related
matters. This would be 52% years after the controversial announce-
PR ment that he had been killed in a plane crash. If some of the
papers are not available, or have been destroyed, the Government
should publicly say so.

Moreover, we would like to request that the Government of India
4?-&$j should make formal and written requests to the Governments of the
Q United Kingdom, Japan, Russia and the United States to release

e& whatever papers and documents they might possess on the subject

O~ on the plea that more then five decades have passed since the

"event" took place.

In fact, Dr Purabi Roy, who has been working with Soviet archival
material in Moscow on behalf of the Asiatic Society of Calcutta,
has informed us that there are some important files relating to
Netajli lying with the Presidential Archives of Russia and also in
some other governmental departments. These could not be shown to
her unless there were written request from the Indian government
to the Russian government to do so. Therefore, apart from the
general request to the Russian government to open up the files on
Netaji, a specific request regarding the files lying with the
Presidential archives would be necessary,

)¢
v od O

t) Hﬁ;éﬂﬂﬁaI have pleasure in enclosing a paper written by me, based on egonsi-

derable research done both in India and abroad, entitled, "A Note

‘ on the Mysteries of Netaji's 'Life and Death'", which, I am sure,

AlH F iﬂf will convince you about the urgent necessity for the Indian govern-
W

be st

ment's prompt action in this regard.

Y
?ﬂwﬁ Four persons belonging to our family would like to meet you: myself
o 3 and my sister, Mrs. Sheila Sengupta, son and daughter of the late
J%iéﬁi’ Suresh Chandra Bose, an elder brother of Netaji; lir. Subrata Bose,
! son of the late Sarat Chandra Bose and Subrata's daughter, Ms, Brinda
Gﬁl Bose. As Subrata will have to com#from Calcutta for the me®ting, an
Pearly intimation regarding the appointment will be appreciated.
Q& ,QQ-“ With kind regards,
<

lr., Atal Bihari Vajpayee Yours sincerely,
\,  Prime Minister of India ? r /*Jﬁ’”y\
~ New Delhi Encl: 1l(one) -




A Note on the Mvsteries of Netaji’s "Life and Death”

Bv Pradip Bose

Why are some members of the Bose family not
enthusiastic about bringing back Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose’s
"ashes” from Tokyo? They seem to be behaving like spoilsports in
his birth centenary yvear.

It 1is now a little over 51 vears since Netaji's death
was announced from Tokyo radio on 24th August, 1945, It was
mentioned that he died in an air crash at Taipei, which 1s now
the capital of Taiwan, on the 18th August, 1945.

Why should the Japanese tell lies about Netaji’s death,
is the main argument. On 18th August, 1945 the Japanese were
still in command, even though Japan had formally surrendered on
the 15th August. Nobody can deny the fact that at that point of
time Netaji could not have moved anywhere without the active
assistance of the Japanese armed forces. Many Japanese have
vouched for the fact of Netaji’s death, after the air crash,
having witnessed the event. The most important among them is the
doctor who treated him but failed to save his life.

d Moreover, one of the most trusted colleagues of Netaji
in the INA, Col. Habib-ur-Rahaman has said that he was a witness
to the air crash as he was himself in the plane and saw Netaji
dying. Even 1if he had to tell a lie during the extraordinary
situation of the Japanese surrender in 1945, why did he continue
to say the same thing for 10 or 15 or 20 years after the event?

Nobody has so far provided any unassailable evidence
that he was alive after the announced air crash or is still alive
today. Without any other valid information, why should not the
Bose family, or aqleast the majority of its members, accept the
Japanese announcement of his death?

It is further argued that it is indeed a matter of
national shame that for the last 50 years all kinds of
controversies and bickering have been going on about the socalled
mystery of Netaji’s death and in the process the universal
national honour, which he richly deserves, has not been formally
given to him by bringing back his ashes from Tokyo.

Moreover, the generation of Japanese who have been
keeping the ashes at the Renkoji temple in Tokyo, with great
respect and devotion, is fast dying out and the younger Japanese
generation have neither the requisite interest nor any detailed
knowledge of Netaji and,therefore, may not continue to give the
same honour to his "ashes” and this is a matter of great concern
and sorrow for the older generation of Japanese, who venerate
him.

Therefore, there are no longer any valid reasons for
not bringing back the "ashes" during Netaji’s birth centenary
year., Those who are opposing such a move must have some
undesirable wulterior motives in keeping alive the "mystery"” of
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Netaji’s death, which is after all, not a mystery but a fact.
Therefore, his "ashes” must be brought back to India as soon as
possible.

Why then, under these circumstances, are some members
of the Bose family still raising objections to this laudable
effort? I cannot speak on behalf of all these members of the
family who raise such objections because I have not had the
opportunity of havin®g detailed discussions with them on the
subject. Therefore, T am stating my own views but I think that
most of the points that I shall make here are 1likely to be
approved by them.

My own attitude toward this sené@itive issue 1is, and
has always been for the last 50 years, that the whole subject
should be approached as far as humanly possible without emotion
and sentiment. The issue of death caused by an air crash is a
fact, or a non-fact, which has to be substantiated by
unimpeachable evidence.

My own ojection to bringing back the "ashes” at this

stage is based on the following facts, arguments and
assumptions: -
1(a) Nobody can raise any objection to the fact, which can

be substantiated with evidence, that Netaji wanted to go to the
Soviet Union, after the end of the Japanese war, to continue his
struggle for India’s freedom.

(b) When the news of his death in the air crash was
reported to the then Viceroy of India, Lord Wavell (who was
basically a military man of long experience), noted in his diary
that he very much suspected the news, because if Netaji intended
to go underground such a false story would be given out. Apart
from that, from a common sense viewpoint, such a "News"” was
necessary both for Netaji and also for the Japanese government
for different reasons. Hopefully, it would have given Netaji
some breathing space to escape from the net of Anglo-American
forces, which were about to occupy all the lands which were
formerly wunder the control of the Japanese, including the
mainland of Japan. The Japanese government, which had already
surrendered did not in the event of Netaji’s "death" have to give
an explanation to the victorious Anglo-American forces for
assisting a formidable enemy of the British Empire. I am not
suggesting that all this was actually done, but what I am saying
is that it would have been an almost "normal" thing to do as
Wavell had suggested, if there was such an escape plan. Later it
was discovered that, in fact, there was an escape plan.

(c) We know from the past activities of Netaji that he used
to plan in minutest details well ahead of time, as his successful
escape from India has clearly revealed. 1In August, 1945 he could
not have planned and escaped to the Soviet Union without the
active assistance of the Japanese armed forces. We know that the
Japanese government did not like the idea of Netaji’s wish to
establish contact with Jacob Malik, the Soviet Ambassador in
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Tokyo, during his visit to Japan in November, 1944. We also know
that till the last moment the Imperial Government in Tokyo was
reluctant to approve the request of Field Marshal Terauchi, the
Supreme Commander of the Japanese Forces in South East Asia, to
assist Netaji to reach Manchuria so that he «could establish
contact with the Soviet authorities. The Japanese government’s
approval came at the last moment and this plan was put into
operation.

(d) Without going into the details about the story of the
air c¢rash and the death, let me mention another point., 1 see a
strange similarity in the pattern of the story of his escape from
India in 1941 and his "planned escape” to the Soviet Union 1in
1945, At least seven members of the Bose family knew about some
aspeé@ls of his escape from India. But Netaji came to the
conclusion that if all of them pretended they did not Kknow
anything about his escape then at least some of them would be
arrested, interrogated and even tortured to get at the truth. To
avoid such a possibility he constructed a story of his withdrawal
from wordly affairs in order to meditate in an undisturbed
environment. He withdrew behind a curtain and only one person,
Aurobindo, was allowed to enter into the "prohibited area” late
in the evening to know about his requirements. While Aurobindo
knew that Netaji had left Calcutta on the 17th January, 1941, he
told the police that he had seen Netaji on the 25th January, as
Netaji had asked him to do. On the 26th January an announcement
was made that Netaji was no longer in his room. Aurobindo was a
"viable witness" swearing that he saw Netaji on q%e 25th night,
while actually he had already crossed the Indo-Afgan border.
|

(e) Aurobindo never wrote about this inspite of repeated
requests from friends and relatives till he died in 1988 i.e. 4
yvears after the event, because he said that he was bound by an
oath of secrecy to Netaji. This seemed a little odd because some
governments release their top secret documents after 30 or 40
yvears but he was not convinced by that argument.

(f) At least 5 or 6 persons in the Provisional Government
of Azad Hind Kknew that Netaji was planning to escape to the
Soviet Union after the end of the war but only one person Habib-
ur-Rahaman was chosen to fly with him and he was the sole Indian
witness to the event of his death. Or, was it yet another non-
event, as vouched for by Aurobindo on an earlier occasion? I am
not saying that it was, but this possibility cannot be entirely
ruled out as one can see a strange similarity in the pattern of
the two escape stories.

2(a) The biggest concern for the Japanese Government in the
post-surrender situation was to be "correct" in their behaviour
in the eyes of the victorious allied forces. The Japanese must
have known that if it was revealed that they had actively
assisted Netaji to go to Manchuria after their formal surrender
on 15th August then they would have been accused of "wrong-
doing". Therefore, under those circumstances to give a story of
his death wqguld have been the safest way out of an embarrassing
situation,into which they had been pushed by Netaji and Terauchi.
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(b) In 1962 when I met in Rangoon Dr Ba Maw, who was

Pi}esident of Burma during the war vears, he told me that the
Japanese had announced his "death" in an air crash, while he was
actually hiding in Japan. While I was in “fokyo in 1994 I asked
Mr. Hayashi, who is incharge of the Renkoji temple, whether he
could remember about the announcement of Ba Maw’'s "death" in
1945, His immediate answer was that it was a fact, If the
Japanese could announce Ba Maw’s "death”, while he was alive,
they would not have hesitated to do the same if they felt the
necessity in Netaji’s case as well. Again, I am not saying that
they actually did it. I am only suggesting that it was possible.

3. There are innumerable gaps in the story of the air
crash and death which have been documented in great detail. All
these make it almost impossible to provide a clinching proof of
these events. Should we totally overlook these gaps and come to
the conclusion that he died because of other reasons? In a
letter written to my father the late Suresh Chandra Bose, Pandit
Nehru wrote on May 13, 1962: "You ask me to send you proof of
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose’s death. I cannot send you any
precise and direct proof.” He added that all circumstantial
evidence ha convinced him and others of the fact that Netaji
died.

4, For the last 50 years there has not been any earnest,
systematic and impartial enquiry made into the story of the air
crash and death. This could not be conducted by any non-

governmental organisations and individuals. This could be done
only by the Government of India, which had shown no interest 1in
the matter for ten years after the event. When it was pushed to
take some action in 1956 it set about it 1in a questionable
manner. Enquiries made under the leadership of Shah Nawaz Khan
and Justice GD Khosla were not open-minded and impartial. There
were clear indications that these enquiries were made to come to
a definite conclusion which the Indian Government wanted: that
Netaji died in the air crash. There were no expressions of any
possible doubt about the event. It should be recalled that my
father, the late Suresh Chandra Bose was a member of the Shah
Nawaz Committee and he did not agree with the conclusion of the
other two members. He submitted his dissentient report in detail
as to why he had his doubts about the death. If the Shah Nawaz
Committee had any pretentions to correctness, Justice Khosla
himself did not even feel the necessity of wearing a mask. He
not only gave a "judicial"” vep@ﬁict on Netaji’s death, but also
gave his political vetidict on Netaji as a Japanese puppet. Does
not Netaji deserve an open-minded, thorough and impartial enquiry
regarding his ultimate fate?

D Scholars of the Asiatic Society of Calcutta, who were
conducting research on Indo-Soviet relations from 1917 to 1947,
have come across certain materials in Russian Journals and
Archives which show a real possibility of Netaji’'s presence in
the Soviet Union after the supposed air crash on 18th August,
1945. They also have no definite proof for their findings as
they have been unable to have access to certain archival material
in different departments of the former Soviet government which
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are still closed from public scrutiny., The Russian government
officials have told the scholars that unless the Indian
Government makes a formal and written request to them, they would
not be in a position to open up the files for them. There have
been requests from the Asiatic Society as well as from the
majority of the members of the Bose family to the Indian
Government, led by Mr. Narasimha Rao, to make such a formal
request but it refused to do anything about it. This attitude
was 1indeed intriguing. While the Rao goqgernment was convinced.
that Netaji had died in the air cragh in August 1945 and was
making determined efforts to bring back his "ashes” from Tokyo,
the Asiatic Society Scholars were mentioning events after the air
crash., It was an opportunity for the Indian government to expose
these scholars for their "false claims"”", but they did not do 1it.
Why? Was it because something might be revealed which might
embarrass some important person(s)? That is the question which
is uppermost in my mind when I think about the Indian
government’s persistent refusal even to send reply to our letter.
The Indian government should publicly explain why it is reluctant
to request the Russian Government to open up the files on Netaji.

In the summer of 1996 T had the opportunity of
looking at some of the "closed" files on Netaji, which are being
| kept by the British government in London. I saw in one of 1its
files that the Director of the Intelligence Bureau in New Delhi
reported to the British government in London in May, 1946, that
he had received several reports from different parts of India
about Netaji’'s presence in the Soviet Union. He added that he
had also received ?c'rggmstantial details™ about his presence in
Russia. The "§§§%¥naﬁéﬁﬁa& Political 1Intelligence"” which
reported this information to the India Office in London, wondered
why the Russians were circulating this story, which they had
already done in Persia. Was it information or mis-information?
Till then the British Intelligence was quite convinced that

Netaji died in the air crash in August, 1945, But after
receiving this report they became quite confused. They were, as
they put, "not more than 90% sure that Bose was dead"”. Should

not the British Government open up their closed files on Netaji,
especially regarding the air crash and his death? The Indian
Government must urge the British Government to do that during the
50th Anniversary of India’s independence.

All these facts, arguments and assumptions have
convinced me that a final, thorough and impartial investigation
is necessary to find out the mystery of Netaji's death.

All the files that are now lying with the Indian
government regarding Netaji and the Indian National Army must be
opened up. Moreover, the Indian government must strongly urge
the Governments of the United Kingdom, Russia, Japan and the USA
to open up their files on Netaji so that the real truth about him
- Jjust before and after the air crash could be revealed for the
public to judge for thmselves whether he actually died in the air
crash or not. If he was alive after the supposed air crash, what
happened to him? I strongly feel, and this feeling is shared by
the majority of the members of the Bose family, that one of the
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most important tasks of the Netaji Birth Centenary Year should be
to conduct this enquiry in different parts of the world. For
this the Indian Government should take serious steps and the
intriguing question regarding the "ashes” should be decided once
and for all. If it is proved that Netaji died in the air crash
and his ashes were kept in Tokyo, then they must be brought back
to India within the Centenary Year with the great national honour
that he fully deserves.

However a whole series of "events" have taken place
after the aircrash, which I have collected from different sources
and need spcial attention now.

1. I found in the "closed” files of the British government
in London the following news:

Reuter {(Chinsura, West Bengal) 20 December, 1945

"S.C.Bosse 1is still alive, said H.V.Kamath... he was
able to make his assertion on the basis of certain information
made available to him". This was a newspaper report on which the

following note was made:

"Thanks. I am asking DIB(Director, Intelligence
Bureau, New Delhi) whether it is possible that this is true.

Note B IPI 31/12
("IPI" is "International Political Intelligence"”)

2. Shri Shyam Lal Jain of Meerut, while he deposed before
Khosla Commission said: "I solemnly affirm and state on oath
that one evening(the date may be 26 or 27 Dec. 1945) I was told
by Shri Jawaharlal Nehru on the telephone to come to the
residence of Shri Asaf Ali with a typewriter as he had a lot of
work to be typed by me, with which I complied. After getting
some papers typed by me, Shri Jawaharlal Nehru drew out a paper
from the pocket of his Achkan and asked me to make four copies of
it for him. The said paper was a hand written matter and
somewhat difficult to read. Now what was written in that paper,
I am trying to reproduce from memory:

"Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose proceeding by aeroplane
from Saigon, arrived today August 23, 1945 at Dairen (Manchuria)
at 1.30 afternoon. The said plane was a Japanese bomber plane.
It was full of gold in the shape of bars, ornaments and
jewellery. Netaji carried two attache cases, one in each hand.
On alighting from the plane Netaji took tea with bananas.

“When Netaji finished tea, he alongﬁith four others, of
whom one was Japanese, named Gen Shedei, (and others have lapsed
from memory) took their seats in a jeep standing nearby. The
said jeep proceeded towards Russian territory. After three hours
the said jeep returned and informed the pilot of the plane who
flew back to Tokyo."
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“After handing over the said paper to me for +typing,
Shri Jawaharlal Nehru went to Mr. Asaf Ali and remained busy 1in
conversation with him for 10-15 minutes. --- I could not
complete the work, because the name of the writer on that 1letter
was not readable, and I kept waiting for Shri Jawaharlal Nehru to
come and tell the name. In the meantime I went through the
letter several times and this is all that I could remember to the
present day. Shri Jawaharlal Nehru could not discern the name of
the writer and asked me to pull out the papers and hand them
over to him as they were.

“1 sgsolemnly affirm and state on oath that thereafter
Shri Jawahar Lal Nehru gave me four papers from his writing pad
to make on the typewriter four copies of a letter, which he
would dictate to me on typewriter with which I also complied.
The contents of the letter as far as I could remember were as
follows:

"To Mr. Clement Attlee, Prime Minister of Britain
10 Downing Street, London.

Dear Mr. Attlee,

I understand from a reliable source that Subhas Chandra
Bose, your war criminal, has been allowed to enter Russian
territory by Stalin. This is clear treachery and a betrayal of
faith by the Russians. As Russia has been an ally of the
British-Americans, it should not have been done. Please take
note of it and do what you consider proper and fit.

Yours sincerely,
Jawaharlal Nehru"

On January 6, 1946, Mahatma Gandhi in a workers’
meeting at Contai in West Bengal said, "I believe Subhas Bose is
still alive and is hiding somewhere”.

The late Amrit Lal Seth, former editor of the Gujarati
daily "Janambhoomi" who accompanied Nehru during his visit to
Singapore in March,1946, told the 1late Sarat Chandra Bose,
immediately after his return from Singapore, that Panditji was
warned by Lord Louis Mountbatten that according to his report,
Bose did not die in the alleged air crash and if Nehru played up
too high the legends of Bose and demands for the re-absorption
of INA into the Indian army, he would be taking the risk of
presenting India on a platter when Bose reappeared. (Many vears
later Mountbatten ha®f publicly stated how he was able to persuade
Nehru not to place a wreath at the INA Memorial in Singapore.
He also said why the INA was a "dangerous"” force and should not
be absorbed in the Indian Army of Free India. On 1.3.1946, a few
days before Nehru’s arrival in Singapore, Major C. Young, head of
Intelligence in Mountbatten’s staff,informed the Intelligence
Bureau, New Delhi, about "discrepancies" in Netaji’s '"death®
story".)
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4, British Intelligence Remeist submitted a secret report
to Wavell's Government on April 8, 1946 which noted that
probably Bose reached Russian territory and that Gandhi and
Nehru also received some secret communications from him. This
report was found in the documents submitted before the Shah Nawaz
Committee (No. 10/Misc/INA, pages 38, 39) which noted:

"Gandhiji stated publicly at the beginning of January

(1946) that he believed that Bose was alive and was hiding,
ascribing this to his inner voice. The Congressmen believe that
Gandhiji’s 1inner voice is really secret information which he
received. There is,however, secret information which says that
Nehru received a letter from Bose saying that he was 1in Russia
and that he wanted to escape to India. The information alleges
that Gandhiji and Sarat Bose are those who were aware of this.
It 1is probably that the letter arrived about the time Gandhiji
made his public statement. In January Sarat Bose 1s also
reported to have said that he was convinced that his brother was
alive..."”
"—-—-—=—= On 7 January, 1946 the Russian paper Pravda denied

in strong terms that Bose was in Russia. Before this,however,
Ghilazi Malang had been coupling with a live Bose in Russia and
in December(1945) a report said that the Governor of Afghan
province, Khost, has been informed by the Russian Ambassador 1in
Kabul that there are many Congress refugees in Moscow and Bose
was included in their number. There is little reason for such
persons to bring Bose into fabricated stories. At the same time,
the view that the Russian Officers are disclosing or alleging
that Bose 1is in Moscow is supplied in a report received from

Tehran. This stated that Maradoff, the Russian Vice-Consul

General,disclosed in March(1946) that Bose was in Russia .
ddiay

D - On May 2, 19486 the Mrternational Political

Intelligence (IPI) submitted the following note to the India
Office.,

Secret WITH
Vol (8.) 115/24
2nd May 1946 22217
Pol(S)
587
1946

India Office:Miss Hanchet

I write in contin@iﬁtion of my minute No. 1l145(letter
from D.I.B returned to I.P.I. on 2.3.46) dated 27.2.46 regarding
the probable death of Suhhas Bose.

The D.I.B. during his recent visit to London mentioned
the receipt from various places in India of information to the

effect that Subhas Bose was alive in Russia. In some cases
circumstantial details have been added. Consequently it is not
more than 90% sure that Subhas is dead, He recognises, of

course, the possibility that the Russians are circulating the
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story for reasons of their own, for we know that they did this in
at least one instance in Persia.

I1.P.I./EBP TuPuls
6. In July 1946 Khurshedben Naoroji, a Secretary of
Mahatma Gandhi, wrote to Louls Fischer, American author-

journalist, that if Subhas Bose came back with the support of the
Soviet Union then neither Gandhi nor Congress would be able to do
anything about it.

é
7. In late Augusng.JG. Saiyad Yants, a Soviet secret
agent operating in Bombay, carried a very important and secret
letter from Nehru to Stalin. Nehru instructed him that it would
not be given to anybody else and should reach Stalin personally.
There is a reference in the Soviet Foreign Office file regarding
this letter, but the contents have not been revealed.

8. In September, 194b Krishna Menon, who had no official
position at that time except as a personsel envoy of Nehru, met
the then Soviet Foreign Minister,Molotov in Paris for two hours
where the peace conference was being held at that time. The
British Intelligence was intrigued as to why Molotov gave so much
time to a private Indian citizen.

9. On 3rd October, 1946 in the Council of State debates
Ahmed H.Jaffer asked the Home Member, Sardar Patel, whether the
government had any evidence that Subhas Chandra Bose was alive or
not. Patel’s answer was 'no"

Sardar Mangal Singh asked whether the Interim
government had made any enquiry if S.C.B. was dead or alive,
Patel’s answer was 'no’. Patel said that "Government are not in
a position to make any authoritative statement on the subject”.
Mangal Singh said: "A few days ago the Hon’ble Leader of House
(Nehru) made a statement that N.S.C,B., is dead., Is that the view
of the government of India or his personal view".

Sardar Patel: "The Government of India have no view,
either way."

10, On 7th November, 1946, Raja Yuveraj Dutta Singh
mentioned that Sheelbhadra Yajee (Vice-President of All 1India
Forward Bloc) said that Netaji is alive ("Pioneer"”, 14-10-1946).

A.E.Portery ...the Government do not propose to make
any enquiries in the matter.”

Singh: "Are Government in possession of reliable
information relating to the whereabouts of Shri S.C.Bose about
whom conflicting reports are current.”

A.E,Porter: "Government are not in a position to make
an authoritative statement on the question."”
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1 Nehru always felt extremely concerned if any report or
even rumour was found anywhere about the probability of Netaji
being alive. Facts about such anxiety came up before Khosla
Commission, when a number of former Chiefs of the Intelligence
Bureau of the Govt. of India like, B.N.Mullick and

S.R.Mirchandani appeared before the Commission. These witnesses
informed the Commission that whenever there was any report about
Netaji being seen or heard anywhere in India, Nehru never ignored
such reports. Toﬂmen of the intelligence department were asked
to enquire into such reports.

A leading Congressman of West Bengal and ex-Deputy
leader of the Congress Parliamentary Party; the late Surendra
Mohan Ghosh was specially chosen by Nehru to find out whether the
Sadhu of Shaulmari Ashram in West Bengal was Netaji or not.
Ghosh had long talks with the Sadhu and on his return to Delhi
informed Nehru that he was not Netaji.

Are these "events", especially those which took place
after the alleged aircrash in August 1945, from December 1945 to
November 1946, facts or calculated misinformation or outright
falsehoods meant to mislead people? All of these events indicate
that Netaji was alive after the supposed aircrash on the 18th
August 1945, 1Is it not vitally necessary to probe whether there
is any substance in any of these alleged events? Any open-minded
person would say ’'yes’.

There are,however, powerful forces both in 1India and
abroad who would not 1like any such investigation to be
undertaken because that may shake the foundations of their firmly
held convictions and public declarations. Therefore, they would
firmly oppose any such move, either individually or collectively.
This is, in fact, quite understandable.

However, the overwhelming majority of the Indian people
would 1like to know the truth about Netaji in his centenary year
and 51 and a half years after the aircrash. This can be done
only if +the Indian government in India is first persuaded to
undertake this task. There are innumerable documents relating to
Netaji and the INA, which are at the disposal of the 1Indian
government, which must be released for public scrutiny. At the
same time, the Indian government should make earnest, written
request to the governments of Japan, Britain, Russia and the USA
to open up their closed files on Netaji, as half a century has
already passed since the aircrash.

One supreme effort must be made by all concerned to
unravel the mystery of Netaji’s "life and death”. This may or
may not yield the desired result, but one would have at least
the satisfaction of having made a serious effort in his centenary
year.

T
18.4.1997
19 Nizamuddin East
New Delhi-110013

(Tel Nos 461 5265) Q“’/(—f/ 78/
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PRIME MINISTER

New Delhi
May 18, 1998

Dear Ms. Banerjee,

[ have received your letter of May 4, 1998 suggesting a probe
into the mystery of the alleged death of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose.

With regards,
Yours sincerely,
&53 Veyfsarec -
(A.B. Vajpayee)

Ms. Mamata Banerjee, MP
30-B. Harish Chatterjee Street
Calcutta - 700 026

No 915/11/c/6/96-pol Dt. 26 5.98

Copy alongwith a copy of the letter under reference
forwarded to Home Secretary for action as appropriate.

(R. Ramanujam)
Director

T e



PRIME MINISTER

New Delhi
May 18, 1998

Dear Ms. Banerjee,

I have received your letter of May 4, 1998 suggesting a probe
into the mystery of the alleged death of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose.

With regards,
Yours sincerely,
Ouj%ﬁf\a-\é 9
(A.B. Vajpayee)
Ms. Mamata Banerjee, MP

30-B. Harish Chatterjee Street
Calcutta - 700 026
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[ 30-B, Harish Chatterj¢e Street

¥ ta Danerjee h T g g 25 o
—n?f o lersinl G CALCUTTA - 700 026
¢ “mber of Parliament Iy Phone : 75-3000

(Lok Sabha) Q_T;‘ C-4. M S. Flats,

Baba Kharakh Singh Marg,
New Delhi-110001
Phone : 378-2975

Ref : MB/G-CAL/\$%/98 4th May, 1998

Respected Prime Minister,

I refer to the unsolved mystery of the alleged death of one of the
greatest sons of India Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose.

Facts and evidences that have come to lighf over the decades
necessitate a thorough investigative probe regarding the
disappearance of Netaji.

These numerous paradoxical revelations suggest that the findings
of the Shah Nawaz Committee and the Khosla Commission may not
be conclusive.

I feel it is our national duty to find out the truth behind the
alleged death of one of the main pillars of India's struggle for
independence.

Since many official documents are now available and further
evidences may be obtainable from the archives of other countries,
I feel a thorough probe will reveal the truth. I earnestly request
you to ensure such a probe.

Sir, if the truth is expossed during your premiership, it is my
conviction that you shall be lauded by all Indians, whether here
or abroad and the international community who believe in patriotism.
The future generation of Indians will thank you for it

With warm regards,

Yours Sincerely,

gL WLQ/:: AL

(MAMATA BANERJEE)

To ‘/

V.L PR
Shri A. B. Vajpayee e B ?
Hon'ble Prime Minister ’ CIARY No: | 7&00 /& (¢
Govt. of India %‘AJ?/R}V)}’B DATE OF RECCIPT: /E"*’_
South Block, New Delhi. COEEN snltaid g e
)35
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8/2, CENTRAL PARK

CALCUTTA-700 032
Phone : ##### 412-1600

April 15/1998

57%9/ Samar Gk

Former

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT
Chairman

Privilege Committee

( Lok Sabha)

._A,__J§{\4;h,,f

Dear Sister Mamata,

I know how earnest you are to know what really happened do the e
supreme revolutionary Hero of our freedom struggle - Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose. You missed no opportunity in any official meeting to
vigorously rqise your voice in rejecting the conspiracy of bringing |
the so-called ashes from Tokyo Renkoji temple in the name of Netaji. |

b 1

You also raised your voice in demand of instituting a highest inquiry

to decisively fulfil the 50 years' hanging question of what really "mi
happened to Netaji. \:
Now an opportune moment has come for starting decisive inquiry >
to know what ultimately happened to Bux Netaji. BJP leaders are
committed to this task and now the historic. moment has come before
the BJP Coalition Govt. to fulfil this sacred national task.
T —

I believe you will do your best to persuade Vajpayeeji to set-up
a highest inquiry committee to decisively know what really happened to
the Netaji of the Indian people.

I had a desire to meet you personally. But it will not
be possible for me to see you as I am very ill for the last
few months and cannot easily move out of my house.

1 am sending a copy of the letter addressed to Vajpayeeji to you
on this issue and a book-let of mine 'Country must know what happened |
to Netaji' for your earnest attention. f
Soon 1 am also sending the enlarged edition of my documentary
book -~ 'Netaji - Dead or Alive 7' to know main facts benind the
reasons of disbelieving the make-belief story of Netaji's alleged
death. £ =
May God bless you to take up this supreme national duty to fulfil
so0 that Indian people may finally come to know what ultimately happened
to their N&taji Subhas Chandra Bose.

Accept my earnest goodwis hes of the Bengali New Year!

Smt. Mamata Bangrjee Yours sincerely, -
M.P (LSP

Calcutta 700026 -

( SAMAR GUHA



8/2, CENTRAL PARK
CALCUTTA-700 032

Phone #1Eld 412-1600
12 April 1998 SPLED POST

~5%g/ Samar Gidka

Former

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT
Chairman

Privilege Committee

( Lok Sabha )

Dear Vajpayeeji,

Please accept my heartiest conyratulation for your reported decisiaon
to hold a probe to decisively resolve over fifly year's hanging issuc of
the mystery abuut disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Hose.

I desired to meet you personally to request you to undertake our
great national duty to know what really happcned to Netaji. But, because
of my continuing illness, it is nut possible for me to move out of
Lalcutta.

It is knuwn that you always supported, nay, yocurself also raised che
most sacred and sensitive issuc of roesgolving the mystery about Netaji's
disappearance. iWow, ihat historic opportunity is befoure you to let the
Indian people know what reelly happined to their beloved iNetaji. Millions
of Indian prople will hail you for undertakiny this yreat national task.

Since the time of transfer of power, Pandit¢ Nehru had assured the
Ubritish Govt. not to raise the matter of fetajii's disappearancc since the
alleyed aircrash at Taipei (Taihoku) on Aug 18, 1945, saying es involving
Netaji.

Pandit Nehru deliberately refused to make any investigation about
the mystery of disappearance of Wetaji. He a2lso pursued a sinister policy
of showing no national honour to Netaji. All the Congress Govis. at tne
Centre after Nenru, almost foiluwed the policy of Nehru towards Netaji.

At the time of the Govt. of Shri V.P.S5ingh, the then President of
India, Shri R.Venkalraman auvised his Govt. to hold a fresh inquiry to
finally resolve the hanging mystery of disappsarance of Netaji. Shxri V.P.
Singh took up the issue. Uut & his Govt. was very short-lived and thus,
he could't undertake to fulfil the great national task of finally knowinc
what really happened to Netaji.

Now @ historic opportunity has come to resolve the mystery about
disappearance of Netaji and decisively know what exactly heppened to him.
As reported in the press, you hove alxeudy taken decision to hold a
thorouyh 3dnquiry to know whet cxactly happencd to Netaji of the Indian
people. It will be highly appreciated by the poople if you hold a press

2/



8/2, CENTRAL PARK
CALCUTTA-700 032

.529/ Samar Giha

Former

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT Phone : 72-1600
Chalrman

Privilege Committee - -

( Lok Sabha )

conference tu announce yuur decision to hold a decisive inquiry about
Netaji.

For holdiny this inguiry on positive basis, you need first tu collect
all secret informations and facts and documents about Netaji lyinyg in the
secret archives of the following Lovtse 3

i) The Govt. of India
ii) The Lovte. of Russia
iji) Tne wkovi. of Hritain
iv) fThe Govi. of USA
v) The bovte. of wermany, and
vi) Tne Govi. of China.

Ag the Prime Minister of India you have tu write to t hose Govts, to
‘disclose all secrel ducumentis lying in the archives of all ithese Luvis.

After collecting all ithe secret uocumenis from Lhe avbuve sources the
Govt. of India snould institute an ingwiry committee with selected personnel
of unimpeachable character, who haxbour highest respect to Netaji. At the
time of instituting such committee I shall try to suggest a tew names for
‘the committee fur your consideration. '

I also find that you have given raaponéibility to bhri Promod Mahajan

"~ to cpllect _ 1l secrei documents and facts aboul iletaji. You may kindly gdvis
' Shri Mahajan to keep contact with me. ]I am soon sending the latest enlarged
edition of my documentary book - 'wetaji - Dead or Alive 7' to you and to
ohri Mahajan.

Indian people will hail you from ev.xy part of the country for making ¢
decisive inquiry to finally resolve the mystery about wnat really happened
to netaji. :

May Lod bless you for your patriotic move to finally know whuat really
happened to the Wetaji of the Indian people.

With best regards,

Ynurs sincerely,

Shri A.d.Vajpayes

Prime Ministexr of India J;VMANHMA%&hJL<
7 Safdarjung Rd.

New Delhi 110011 ( SAMAR GUHA )
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Netaji’s ashes can’t be

CALCUTTA, April 8 (HTC)
A division bench of the Calcutta
High Court, including the Chief
Justice P. S. Mishra and Justice
Barin Ghosh, has forbid the bring-
ing of the ashes of Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose from the Renkoji
temple of Japan to India till Neta-
ji’s death could be proved conclu-
- sively.
Giving their judgmcnt on Tues-
iday on a writ petition moved by Mr

Subrata Mookherjee on behalf of ..

Mr Asim Ganguly, the court
observed that till the Indian Gov-

rought

ernment announced its final judg-
ment concerning Subhas Bose’s
death, the ashes could not be
brought to India on any account.

Earlier, Defence Minister under

the United Front Government’

Mulayam Singh Yadav had

_announced that the ashes would be
. brought to India from Japa.n by the”

Indian Govemmcnt

to India:

B v
LW,

ment. Pleading before the division|
bench, Mr Mookherjee said that
till the Indian Government comes |
out with a final announcement re-
garding Subhas Bose’s death, it
could not be provcd whether the
.ashes preserved in the Renkoji
temple in Japan were mortal re-
mains of Subhas Bose.

As such the Centre would have

' to announce Subhas Bose’s death
~ Mr Ganguly, a lawyer hr.mself &
. filed the public interest petition
before the Calcutta High Court -
~.soon after Mr Yadav’s announce-

‘through a gazette notification be-
fore setting in motion the process
‘of bringing over ashes from the
. Japan temple to India.
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(i) "An inventory of the articles 1left by the
nemeless saint at Ram Bhawan, Faizabad shall be
prepared or get prepared through an Advocate
Commissioner who may be appointed either by the
District Magistrate him self or he my get such an
Advocate Commissioner appointed by the District

Judge, Faizabad.

(ii) After the inventory has been prepared the
articles shall be shifted from Ram Bhawan, Faizabad
to the treasury to be kept in a safe Custody under

"his own lock and seal."
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WAL T 15 February 1997

CLAR SECRETARY GENERAL MR KOF! ANAN,

(NDEED, WE ARE CELIGHTED &Y rCUR OBSERVATIONS £ 1 THE PRESS CONFER INCE, REPOKTED BY

THE NATIONAL AND WTERNATIONN. MEDW. HOWEVER, MAY WE ADD TH/ T YOUR GRACEFUL‘
FINGER HAS YET TO WRITE ON THE WALL OF HISTORY WHAT WE HaD APF IALED FOR, iIN OUR’
GREETING MNESSAGE TO YOUR EXCELLINCY. |

THE REQUEST IS - THE WORTHY PATRIOT OF PATRIOTS AS MAHATMA GANDH CALLED THE GRE,_«T

INDIWAN FREEDOM FIGHTER, 'NETAJI' SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE, DESERVES 'HE WORLD BODY'S

WGHEST CONSIDERATION TO RELIEVE HM, DEAD OR ALME, FROM T iﬁ_ DISHONCURASLE

"REFERENCE OF "WAR CRIMINAL® UNJUSTLY AND HASTILY DUBBED BY THE SL*ER-POVWERS OF THE

UK. AND THE U.SA., AFTER HIROSHIWA AND NAGASAKI DESTRUCTION BY TH: ALLIES. BOSE LKE

ANY OTHER PATRID TIC FIGI{TER DESERVES PATRIOTIC AYJAR!Q,NID NOT A PLISHVENT OF WITCH-

o * m?-? “h,
HUNTING FA2OSED APB[TAR!LY BY WORLD 90)4235 QF VESTEb GEO-POLITIC.‘L INTERESTS.
- }.f ;)
g-=ny ! i

From the pages of v
The HGow Bind 1.

10*+** THLE HINDU, Sunday, May 11, 1997/
1J.N. assurance to
Netaji's forum

8y Gur Stafl Reporter

NEW DELHI, May 10.
Respondhig to an appeai lssued
&n Fedbruary 15 by the Neaji Fo- -
Tum Consortium l.lal Netajl should
not be duobed as u "wur crdminal”,

Jhe Sezretarv-Generel of the United | L,

Netionts, Mr. Vofi Annan, has as- _
aured thot the 1N, well never use ‘
the word tn the context of the Indi-

an freedum |]uhu‘l‘.
The .l“\,“rn\;.n of the Forun,

WM Surenp Govel has informed
the Feame Muuster of the deselop-
ment cnd thanked the 1N seere-
Ly Genieral o bolal! o the forum

ind the people of pid o

\
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UCSNITED NATICO NS &3 NATIONS UNIES
o ‘
v fa, aOnLmEN, Bl mraad c iR taLs GmITED ws iR W T WY
CABLE ADISENS = 4LEIINE ILIGTA m. Ul UmATIO=SE mewrTONs
LR CTING CFPaC L T LM T AAY STt mA
f.-i';:.l"(' Oy  LSHELTaimL GENIRAL -
LBar Tufwe g

. 1 May 1997

e

Dear Awr Vice Marsnal Sowvai

I am writing in repwlwv to ycur, letter of 15 Feo*uaiy 1997 to
the Secretary-General, in which you seek his intervent:i:on
regarding tne image of 'Netaj:’ Subhas Chandra Bose. ‘he
Secretary-General is aware cf the great regard in whic- Netaji is
neld, bur he is powerleSa to uric references that may ~ave been
made in the pasts .

. He®is confident that no United Nations agency

or publication g‘gld use the rerm “war criminal” in relerence to

Netaji in the flEure. )
St he

4 Yours sincerely,

K&;%;' > /X{'”ﬂ\(hﬁﬁhﬁb‘
: Shashi Tharoor

Executive Assistant
~to-the Secretary-Gene:ral

Air Vice Marshal S. Goval
Chairman
Netaji Forum

e -

New Delhi
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Netaji not a

‘war criminal’

NEW DELHI: The United Na-
tions has assured the Delhi based
Netaji Forum that it would not
usc the term “war criminal”
while referring to Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose.

Responding 1o the objections
by Forum chairman Air Wing
Marshall S. Goyal, the United
Nattons in its missive said the se-
cretary general was awaie of the
image of Netaji in India but was
“"powerless” 1o undo what might

been done in the past.

t report

BHOPAL: Eight years after the
one-man Commission set up by
the Madhya Pradesh government
to go into the affairs of Churhat
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Golden Jubilee Celebration Committee - G50

A ¢/o Haus Indoville, Mundsburger Damm 38, 22087 Hamburg, Germany
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Shri Atal Behari Vajpayee
Prime Minister of India
New Delhi, India

Hamburg, 15 August 1998

Dean Prime Minastor,

We the members of G50 would like to commend you for responding to the
renewed demand for a serious and scientific enquiry into the disappearance of
/ Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose.

In this birth centenary year of Netaji and fifty years after India’s independence,

your Government, we believe has the moral responsibility to bring out the truth

o) regarding Netaji’s disappearance since 1945. That more than fifty years have
' elapsed since Bose’s disappearance is no reason for not pursuing the truth. In fact
HA it is only now that some of the crucial official documents have been released by
[ d\ ( the Governments of the United Kingdom and Russia. With the move to a more
. open society world-wide, and in the light of new evidence that have been found,
/ conditions have never been so opportune for getting at the truth.

i

_ pYs The weight of existing evidence which seriously challenge the air-crash story is
m“j@\ compelling. We would like to mention the following facts in particular:

e Dr Radha Benode Pal, the eminent jurist who represented India in the War
Crimes Tribunal in Tokyo, was shown the Allied Intelligence Report of the
alleged plane crash by the American judge at the Tribunal. According to this
Report there was no plane crash at Taihoku within a time span of a week
before or after 18 August 1945. (Letter of Amiya Nath Bose to Prime Minister

{’ Narasimha Rao dated 9 June 1992).

G50 is a coordinating body set up as an initiative of the Indian Community in Hamburg with local Indian
organisations as well as Indo-German Associations for celebrating the 50" anniversary of India,s

Independence. Following associations are working within G50: Deutsch-Indische Gesellschaft e.V.;
Naya Bharat; Kerala Samjam; Indian Festival Committee e.V.; & -bkk-Indisches Kulturzentrum in

Deutschland e.V.
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Deposition made under oath to the Khosla Commission by Shyam Lal Jain,
personal stenographer of Jawaharlal Nehru, regarding a letter from Nehru to
Prime Minister Attlee of Britain in December 1946 referring to Subhas Bose’s
entry into Russian territory after August 1945 (Khosla Commission Records).

A letter written by Khurshed Naoroji on behalf of Mahatma Gandhi to Louis
Fisher on 22 July 1946 mentioning that Gandhiji had information to the effect
that Subhas Bose was alive and in Russia in July 1946. (Princeton University
Archives, USA).

In early 1950 Reimund Schnabel, a well known journalist from erstwhile East
Germany told Mrs Emilie Schenkl-Bose that he had information regarding
Bose’s presence in the Soviet Union. (communicated to Surya Kumar Bose by
Mrs Emilie Schenkl-Bose in January 1973).

Grave doubts expressed by Mamoru Shigemitsu, Foreign Minister of Japan
after the War (who held the same office under Prime Minister Tojo as well)
during the Shah Nawaz Commission’s visit to Japan in 1955. (communications
made to Amiya Nath Bose by Shigemitsu in 1955).

Refusal of the Solicitor-General’s office to place Government of India records
on the subject before the High Court of Calcutta (News report in The
Statesman, 30 September 1993).

Recent revelations regarding the existence of KGB files on Netaji after 1945.

It is incumbent on all of us who cherish the legacy of Netaji to make an all out
effort to unravel the mystery of his disappearance.

We are therefore urging you to place before the people of India all relevant
documents in the custody of the Government of India related to the disappearance
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. We also urge you to request the Governments of
Russia, Britain and Japan to disclose their files which can throw any light on this
subject.

[
A presionr ot 2oy ik

Dipankar Sinha-Roy Paul Atlipetty Sibabrata Roy

General Secretary, President, Kerala Samajam, Hamburg  President,

-bkk-Indisches Kulturzentrum in & V{@@ President World Malayali Deutsch-Indische
Detuschland e.V. Association, German Province Gesellschaft e.V., Hamburg
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DEBABRATA BISWAS
#MBER OF PARLIAMENT
(RAJYA SABHA)

To

TELE+FAX : 3714131
28, Gurudwara Rakab Ganj
Road,
New Delhi.

July 21, 1998

Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee,
Prime Minister of India,
New Delhi.

Respected Vajpayeeji,

Please recall our earlier deputation and handing
over of a memorandum to you at your residence on 3.4.98
with a demand for instituting of a High Power Committee
to investigate into the events relating to the
disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose on and from
18th August 1945. we were really delighted as vyou
assured us at the time that the matter will be looked
into properly to end the prevailing controversy once for
all. After the said meeting on 20.5.98, Com. Jayanta Roy
M.P. and Com. G. Debrajan, two Leaders of the Central
Committee of our party met Shri Pramod Mahajan, the then
Political Secretary of yours, with another memorandum
and some relevent documents to follow up and pursue our
demand. Since then we were waiting to hear an
announcement to this effect from your end. But all our
efforts are still in vain. Now, we have already launched
a countrywide signature compaign through which 1 crore
20 lakhs citizens have put foward their demand of
instituting of a High Power Enquiry Commission to
enquire into the mystery relating to the disapperance of
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, one of the most illustrious
sons of our motherland.

Considering all the aspects we have decided to send
a very high level delegation of our party to hand over
the memorandum signed by about 12 million people of
India to you alongwith the memorandum of the M.Ps of
both houses of Parliament on the same subject.

The 7 member delegation consists of 4 M.Ps from
both houses of Parliament including me, two family
members of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose (Shri Subrota Bose
and Prof. Chitra Ghosh) and Prof. Purabi Roy of Jadavpur
University who supposed to be associated with the
research project on Indo-Soviet relation, conducted by
Asiatic Society, Calcutta.

iisvies B &)=



»“MBER OF PARLIAMENT
(RAJYA SABHA)

For your kind appraisal I am to note here that on the 9th
of August a Citizen's Convention has been organised on the
same issue in New Delhi. We expect that a copy of the
resolution moved in the Convention and a gist of
deliberations contributed by distinguished speaker in the
Convention shall be made available to you at the time of our
aforesaid deputation led by the High Level Delegation of the

Party.
/} Under this circumstances I on behalf of our Party
| requests your goodself to please direct your office to fix up

f an appointment with you on 10th August'98 at any time for our

visit as stated above. —

-—

We are eagerly waiting for an early reply. Thanking you,

Sincerely yours, —

(DEBABRATA BISWAS)

GENERAL SECRETARY,
ALL INDIA FORWARD BLOC



-_— -

’-

izgz: Samar (EX 5

Fo. ..er

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT
Chairman

Privilege Committee

( Lok Sabha)

8/2, CENTRAL PARK
CALGUTTA-700 032

Pho.ni ; 1?&3 gUO

7 Apri

My dear Vajpayeeji,

It seems you are too busy otherwise to
attend personal letters to you. I am surprised
that my letter regarding Netaji-inquiry
addressed to you on 12.4.98 sent by Speed
Post still remained unacknowledged.

M

You patriotically pledged yourself to
make a final inqu iry to know what really
happened to Netaji - both in the Parliament
and to the people outside. It is the befitting

. time to undertake inquiry about Netaji-
mystery under your Prime Ministership.
People of our country will hail you from the
core of their hearts for fulfilling this
unfulfilled patriotic task of the nation.

With best regards and namaskar,

Shri A.B.Vajpayee
Prime Ministerxr of
India

Yours sincerely,

- South Bloc
. N Delhi 110011
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PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE

In continuation of this office endorsement No.3i5/11/C/6/98-
Pol. dated 26.5.1998 a copy of the letter dated 7.4.1948
trom Prof Samar Guha, former M P., regarding :nquiry into
the deatn of Netaji Subnash Chandra Bose is enclosed ior
action as appropriate.

A
5
(Cnnatar singn}
Director
Home Secretary
PMO U O. No. 915/11/C/6/96-Pol. dated: 27.0 1948
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Confidential

Ministry of External Affairs “#/~*/¥

Europe West Division

LA I,
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Our Consul General in Hamburg has informed us
that on 17 August, 1998, the G-50, an umbrella organisation
which encompasses Hamburg-based Indian associations as
well as the local Deutsche Indische Gesellschaft [DIG, the Indo-

German Friendship Association], handed over a letter
addressed to our Prime Minister.
2 The letter, the original of which is placed below

[ -A], calls for “an all out effort to unravel the mystery of the
disappearance of NETAJ SUBHASH CHANDRA BOSE”. It adds, inter
alia, that in the light of new evidence, following the release of
crucial official documents by the Governments of UK and
Russia, “conditions have never been so opportune for getting
at the truth”. The letter also adds that “the weight of existing
evidence which seriously challenge the air-crash story is
compelling” and, draws attention, to what is termed, are some
‘facts, in particular.’

9. PMO may like to take a view on whether this letter
merits a response. Also, whether the CG should be requested
to send atleast an interim response to the effect that the letter
has been transmitted.

bl

T ——

[HSPufi] *- |

Joint Secretary[EW]
3 September, 1998

Joint Secretary[PL, PMO 0"
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Golden Jul)ilee Celebration Committee - G50

¢/o Haus Indoville, Mundsburger Damm 38, 22087 Hamburg, Germany
Telephone: +49-40-227 181 - 0 Fax: +49-40-227 181 -18

Shri Atal Behari Vajpayee Through:
Prime Minister of India The Consul General of India,
New Delhi, India Raboisen 6, 20095 Hamburg

Hamburg, 15 August 1998

:DQ-@W ?’y\h\Q ML@S'E/\/,

We the members of G50 would like to commend you for responding to the
renewed demand for a serious and scientific enquiry into the disappearance of
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose.

In this birth centenary year of Netaji and fifty years after India’s independence,
your Government, we believe has the moral responsibility to bring out the truth
regarding Netaji’s disappearance since 1945. That more than fifty years have
elapsed since Bose’s disappearance is no reason for not pursuing the truth. In fact
it is only now that some of the crucial official documents have been released by
the Governments of the United Kingdom and Russia. With the move to a more
open society world-wide, and in the light of new evidence that have been found,
conditions have never been so opportune for getting at the truth.

The weight of existing evidence which seriously challenge the air-crash story is
compelling. We would like to mention the following facts in particular:

e Dr Radha Benode Pal, the eminent jurist who represented India in the War
Crimes Tribunal in Tokyo, was shown the Allied Intelligence Report of the
alleged plane crash by the American judge at the Tribunal. According to this
Report there was no plane crash at Taihoku within a time span of a week
before or after 18 August 1945. (Letter of Amiya Nath Bose to Prime Minister
Narasimha Rao dated 9 June 1992).

W\ =

G50 is a coordinating body set up as an initiative of the Indian Community in Hamburg with local }ndian
g Y J g

organisations as well as Indo-German Associations for celebrating the 50" anniversary of India.s

Independence. Following  associations are working within G50: Deutsch-Indische Gesellschaft e.V.:

Naya Bharat; Kerala Samjam; Indian Festival Committee e.V.; & -bkk-Indisches Kulturzentrum in

Deutschland e.V.
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e Deposition made under oath to the Khosla Commission by Shyam Lal Jain,
personal stenographer of Jawaharlal Nehru, regarding a letter from Nehru to
Prime Minister Attlee of Britain in December 1946 referring to Subhas Bose’s
entry into Russian territory after August 1945 (Khosla Commission Records).

e A letter written by Khurshed Naoroji on behalf of Mahatma Gandhi to Louis
Fisher on 22 July 1946 mentioning that Gandhiji had information to the effect
that Subhas Bose was alive and in Russia in July 1946. (Princeton University
Archives, USA).

e In early 1950 Reimund Schnabel, a well known journalist from erstwhile East
Germany told Mrs Emilie Schenkl-Bose that he had information regarding
Bose's presence in the Soviet Union. (communicated to Surya Kumar Bose by
Mrs Emilie Schenkl-Bose in January 1973).

e Grave doubts expressed by Mamoru Shigemitsu, Foreign Minister of Japan
after the War (who held the same office under Prime Minister Tojo as well)
during the Shah Nawaz Commission’s visit to Japan in 1955. (communications
made to Amiya Nath Bose by Shigemitsu in 1955).

e Refusal of the Solicitor-General’s office to place Government of India records
on the subject before the High Court of Calcutta (News report in The
Statesman, 30 September 1993).

e Recent revelations regarding the existence of KGB files on Netaji after 1945.

It is incumbent on all of us who cherish the legacy of Netaji to make an all out
effort to unravel the mystery of his disappearance.

We are therefore urging you to place before the people of India all relevant
documents in the custody of the Government of India related to the disappearance
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. We also urge you to request the Governments of
Russia, Britain and Japan to disclose their files which can throw any light on this
subject.

o iy,
’d:/‘u«uw//{,;/.,ﬁ. - Z/ @ MW% \ijw O\MQ/

Dipankar Sinha-Roy Paul Attipetty Sibabrata Roy

General Secretary, President, Kerala Samajam, Hamburg ~ President,

-bkk-Indisches Kulturzentrum in & Vi@@President World Malayali Deutsch-Indische
Detuschland e.V. Association,German Province Gesellschaft e.V., Hamburg
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Enclosed is a copy of \letter from Golden Jubilee Celebrations
Committee in Germany to PM dated 15.8.1998 regarding inquiry into the
disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose.

2. MHA’s advice is requested.

(Sati s&@%ehta)

Director
o

Home Secretary

PMO UONo. 515/ /</€/ ¢ ~r=/ Dated : 10.9.1998
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Cijan ghosh

ADVOCATE
SUPREME COURT OF INDIA

A\

SiIX LAWYERS'
SUPREME

CHAMBERS
COURT BUILDINGS
NEW DELHI - 110 001
FAX OFF. 37825895

/PHONE OFF. 3382078

_ i 3381007

W P RES. 8538044

2% 5& (B tn\ e

Hon'ble Prime Minister
Goverment Of India

o AIB TR S

South Block R ry
New Delhi j{»_@ ;j}
& {"af
270CT 998 =,
Sub A Demand of We , the People . 1}
AW pEL
In Re Netaji, Subash Chandra Bose

whose name is still in the records
of United Nations’” War Criminal List

Hon’ble Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee,

We, the People of India hereby demand

1. that the Govt. of India should take every step in the United
Nations to remove the name of NETAJI SUBASH CHANDRA BOSE from the
War Criminal List of United Nations with an retrospective effect
since 1945.

The Govt. of India should have taken every step since
independence because Netaji , irrespective of his error of
judgment in deciding to take help from and give support to the
Axis camp during World War -II , is regarded & considered as one
of the Great Son of Mother India and a main architect in
achieving independence of India.

Even today, if a world referendum is taken on this issue, it will
be found that more than half of the world population , in their
considered esteem , regard & honour Netaji as a Hero of Humanity
who suffered and sacrificed for Freedom, equality and fairness.

2. that there can not be any further Inquiry under Commissions
of Inquiry Act,1952 or any kind of Inquiry like Judicial InqQuiry
or High Level Investigative Inquiry w.r.t. the facts and circum-—-
stances leading to the disappearance of Netaji S.C.Bose after
18.08.1945 , the sole being He is still a War Criminal.

The National Logo is " TRUTH MUST PREVAIL " , but in the
of Netaji the Govt. of India , since independence , 1is
mis—information and dis—information to the Nation

issue
giving

In the service of the Truth and Nation,

We remain, Sir,

W// /0.70. 28

On behalf of We, the People of India.
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PRIME MINISTER’S OFFICE
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Placed below is a letter received by PM from Shri Bijan

Ghosh, Advocate, Supreme Court of India, which is self-explanatory.
2. The facts of the case are requested.

[P.P. Shukla]
Jomt Secretary [PMO]
11 Nov 98

Additional Secretary (UN), MEA
PMO U.O.No: 7/5/7 /e/e/ s 6~ »7 Dated 11-11-1998
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6 - . SIX LAWYERS' CHAMBERS
IJ an 9 ﬁ 0S ﬁ <l ~’.ﬁ; SUPREME COURT BUILDINGS
\"D / NEW DELHI- 110 001
ADVOCATE L= FAX OFF. 3782585
SUPREME COURT OF INDIA PHONE OFF. 3382078
—_ 3381007
RES. 8539044
B525525
Hon”’ble Prime Minister
Goverment Of India
South Block
New Delhi 10.10. .98
T
Ao Sub : A Demand of We , the People
In Re : Netaji, Subash Chandra Bose

whose name is still in the records
of United Nations’ War Criminal List

Hon’ble Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee,
We, the People of India hereby demand

5 L% that the Govt. of India should take every step in the United
Nations to remove the name of NETAJI SUBASH CHANDRA BOSE from the
War Criminal List of United Nations with an retrospective effect
since 1945.

The Govt. of 1India should have taken every step since
independence because Netaji , irrespective of his error of
judgment in deciding to take help from and give support to the
Axis camp during World War -II , is regarded & considered as one
of the Great Son of Mother India and &a main architect 1in
achieving independence of India.

Even today, if a world referendum is taken on this issue, it will
be found that more than half of the world population , in their
considered esteem , regard & honour Netaji as a Hero of Humanity
who suffered and sacrificed for Freedom, equality and fairness.

25 that there can not be any further Inquiry under Commissions
of Inquiry Act,1952 or any kind of Inquiry like Judicial Inquiry
or High Level Investigative Inquiry w.r.t. the facts and
circumstances leading to the disappearance of Netaji S.C.Bose
after 18.08.1945 , the sole being He is still a War Criminal.

The National Logo is " TRUTH MUST PREVAIL " , but in the issue
of Netaji the Govt. of India , since independence , 1is giving
mis—-information and dis—information to the Nation

In the service of the Truth and Nation,

We remain, Sir,

gl

Oon behalf of We, the People of India.
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Senior Central Government Standing uounsel v~ 622783 ()
™ Fufaar & ot 7 T / & (0671) { \

fafar Srzrer wd-mve @ifEn wEae i 624682 (0)
Orissa High Court
Jhanjirimangala, Cuttack - 753 009, Orissa
:.:‘Lﬁ' ’:;’(1... PP 3 : 34{627-10-1998

TO

Z /. / -
E: S i r,

/7{\\\\T In enclosing herewith the copy of Writ Application
i.e., 0.J.C. No. 14400/98 filed by one Dr. S.S. Mohapatra a
former M.P. in the Hon'ble Oissa High Court, Cuttack along
75&%) with the free authentic copy of the orders passed on
dtd.23.10.98 by the Hon'ble Court, I am to say that this Writ
Application was disposed by at the very initial Admission

M H‘* ;"’I Stage. i
Mw I'- In this Writ Application although the applicant, made
P‘f various prayers, ultimately the prayer was confined to one for

/A taking steps by the Govt. of India, for removal of the name of
/ ' Netaji Subash Chandra Bose from the 1list of the "War

Criminals."
j272s}
b

THE PRINCIPAL SECRETARY TO PRIME MINISTER,
P.M.0O., NEW DELHI.

#jr‘} Their Lordships have ordered thus "Let the Government oo
of India take up the matter, if not already done so, with the
f
Q“a}’pﬂ British Govt. to remove the name of Netaji Subash Chandra Bose

from the list of War Criminals."”

‘_J", This is for your kind information and necessary action

\your end. . "4 /.{ x S

[ With regards.

L .._. _— Yours Sincerely,
pz/--/_c - .M—M

I
%}f{ w\}p ( D.C. MOHANTY )
W.M' Senior Central Govt. Standing Counsel
{ High Court of Orissa, f
__ CUTTACK. |
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Enclosed below is a copy of the\letter from
sh. D C. Mohanty, Senior Central Govt
standing Counsel, Hign Court of Orissa Cuttack
regarding removal of the name of Netaji Subhasn
Chandra Bose from the list of the war criminals,
for action as appropriate.

\9X

PN
(Rashmi Verma)
Director
R
Home Secretary
PMO u.0 No. 915/11/C/6/98-Fol dated 16/11/98
»(.»
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P.V. Kapur j -
Barrister-at-Law I (A

Senior Advocate S 1._ <Y
GF 1-4, Ansal Tower, 38 Nehru Place, New Uelhi 110 019 4
Phones: (91)-11-621 0259; 621 1528; 647 2342
E-Mail: kapurlaw@giasdlO1.vsnl.net.in
Fax: (91)-11-646 5422

Dear Ranjan, 18th September, 1998

If you could be good enough to help us in the matter. This is a
letter written by my father-in-law.

Yours sincerely,

ol

P.V. Kapur

Shri Ranjain Bhatlachaiya

Prime Minister’s Office
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M K Ramakumar \ 0 |
‘SHANTHAM’
Cheruvickel
Sreekariyam P O

Thiruvanthpuram 695 017
Phone: (0471) 447073

25" June, 1998
JAI HIND

Dear Prime Minister:

I write this letter as a former freedom fighter who was closely associated with the Late
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose.

Netaji had selected 45 young men from Malaya, Burma and Singapore for training in the
Imperial Japanese Military Academy and the Air Force Academy. 35 went to the Military
Academy and 10 to the Air Force Academy (which is equal to Sandhurst). Netaji had
placed great hopes on us but everything ended on 15" August, 1945 with the surrender of
Japan. The American occupation forces took initial custody of all of us and later flew us
to Manila. There they formally handed us over to the British authorities. From Manila the
British authorities transported us in an Aircraft Carries ‘HMS Windex” to Hong Kong. In
Hong Kong they locked us up at the notorious Stanley prison and British other ranks were
in charge of us who took great pleasure and sadistic satisfaction in inflicting all kinds of
physical and mental torture on us.

Sh. Motilal Bhargava has written a book called ‘Indian National Army - Tokyo Cadets’ in
which he has briefly written about our saga. The book has been published by Reliance
Publishing House (ISBN 81-85047-05-7).

This letter is not to introduce ourselves but to request active assistance to bring Netaji’s
ashes from Tokyo to India. A grateful nation will thank you for this act. Various forces
have prevented the ashes from being brought back. On the 18" August, 1998 it will be 53
years since Netaji’s plane crashed in Taihoku. We all feel the ashes should be brought
back with State honours. History will record this one singular act with profound gratitude
and set right a great injustice to one of India’s greatest patriot of this century.

There has been a lot of debate and discussion about the authenticity of Netaji’s air crash
and death. This has been a meaningless discussion and inspired doubts about a tragic
event. We were staying with the late Mrs. Anand Mohan Sahay in Tokyo after the
surrender. A few days later Col. Habib Ur Rehman who was traveling as Netaji’s aide
when the plane crashed arrived in a secret air base near Tokyo with the urn containing
Netaji’s ashes. Col. Habib Ur Rehman’s hands clearly showed the burns which were in
the process of healing and his hands looked as if he were a leukoderma patient. In his
informal chat with us he gave us details of the accident. Later, we have even met some



Japanese officers and civilians who were witness to the crash and subsequent tragedy. All
these factors were brought out in the Shah Nawaz Commission Report and Justice Khosla
Report.

I get the feeling that besides Dr. Lakshmi Saigal and the Tokyo cadets no other living
person involved with Netaji’s movement have interacted with Netaji personally and who
have personally witnessed the tragedy and lived with its reality. We had secret
information from friends in the Japanese foreign office and the imperial general staff that
the occupation forces were trying to confiscate the ashes. Meanwhile the ashes were
removed from Mrs. Anand Mohan Sahay’s residence to Sh. Ramamoorthy’s residence
(President of the Indian Independence league, Tokyo). The late Mr. S.A. Iyer was staying
with Mr. Ramamoorthy then. After a great deal of deliberations it was arranged that the
ashes be kept in a Buddhist temple. Accordingly, all of us and representatives of the
Japanese foreign office and general staff accompanied the ashes to the temple. Eight of
us were invited by the association of former military academy officers as a guest in
November 1992. All of us then went to the Buddhist temple and paid our respects. The
ashes are still lying in the same temple. All of us should be deeply indebted to our

“Japanese friends who have taken great care of the ashes without any help from any
government sources.

I would have come personally and placed this cause but my health and the distance
prevents me from undertaking the journey. However, if you decide to do something about
my request [ am willing to undertake the journey. I feel that as someone who had great
faith in Netaji I owe it to the departed leader and to my conscience to use my limited
means to convince and persuade the powers that be to give a worthy home coming to the

great son of India.

With my deepest respect

Yours smcerely ))( S ;{

eV v :
MK ak:umar

JAI HIND



! UII/103/1/98
Y’ {\‘ Ministry of External Affairs
Y|

| (UN Division)

| o

| _4mo. B! |t
. Reference JS(P) PMO's 'U.O. no. 315/11/C/6/96-Pol. Of November
\\‘W/ 12, 1998 forwarding letter dated October 10, 1998 from Shri &ijan Ghosh,
Advocate, Supreme Court of India on deletion of the name of Netaji Subash

Chandra Bose from the lists of UN War Criminals.

-

2. PMI New York has been consulted. It has been ascertained that the
UN does not maintain lists of war criminals. In its archival functions, it
simply maintains the records of the UN War Crimes Commission. It is not
known whether Netaji's name in fact figures on any of the voluminous
records of the Commission.

3. Even if this was the case, the Secretariat has made it clear that, since
the documents have simply been stored for archival purposes, no change of
any kind can be made to them. Therefore, it is not feasible, working through
the UN, to remove Netaji's name from any of the lists submitted to the
Commission, should he figure on them.

4. If we want to establish whether Netaji's name figures on the lists, we
have to make a formal request from PR to Secretary General for access to
the archives to establish this fact. This by itself would be an indication that
we suspect he is on the list of war criminals. Since, according to the UN
Secretariat, it is not possible to remove names from these lists, it is a moot
point whether any purpose would be served by making this request.

/ Joint Secretary (UN)
a\ December 9,1998
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PRIME MINISTER’S OFFICE

Reference Note No.UII/103/1/98 dated 9 December, 1998
regarding the proposal to remove the name of Netaji Subash Chandra Bose
from the list of war criminals entered in the records of the UN War Crimes

Commission.

2. MEA may kindly take action to ascertain if Netaji’s name

figures in the records.

sd|—
(P.P. Shukla)
Joint Secretary (PMO)
24 Dec 98

Joint Secretary (UNE), MEA
PMO U.O. No. s 57,, ; c/e | 96 -P4- dated 24-12-98
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Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee,
Hon'ble Prime Minister of India,
Prime Minister's Office,

New Delhi 110 001,

L [ndia.

L 57

; \,\,PY Oslo. January 23, 1999.
S0 S

| Dear Vajpayee-ji,

Today is NETAJI SUBHAS BOSE's birthday. This day is being
celebrated all over India and in important countries and places
of the world as the commemotrative birthday of the "Patriot of
)Patriots“ of India.

\J\-/QJL Unforetunately, he has still been kept as war—criminal by both

L
~ -\
-

F
g

Vhad always refused to reply directly to the question of whether

4

the Government of free India and the former Imperial, now
Royal, Government of the United Kingdom. Why, Why and Why ?

The first and former Prime Minister of India Jawaharlal Nehru

his status of war criminal as declared by then Viceroy of India
Lord Wavell and the Royal British Government was waived off.

IT NEANS THAT THE GOVERNMENT of free India did not and has not
vet done it.

The present British Prime Minister Mr Tony Blair has avoided to
reply it directly because of his lack of knowledge, Enclosed
please find herewith the copy of the letter from his office.

The Foreign and Commonwealth Office of the U.K. Government, on
behalf of the Prime Minister, replied that "the question of how

to treat Subhas Chandra Bose and other members of the Indian
National Army was considered in 1945 by the Government of India

in consultation withe HMG." Enclosed please find herewith the

copy of the letter. It is very clear from this letter that the

Govt. of India in 1945 under Lord Wavell was the British

Colonial Govt. and this very Government declared Subhas Chandra
Bose as war criminal. AND THERE DID NOT TAKE PLACE ANY FURTHER
DEALING OR DEVELOPMENT ON THE ISSUE.

I have also appealed to the International Court of Justice at
The Hague to go through its record of the war criminals and let
me know of the findings and Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose's
present status. It will take, at least, four months more to
receive any reply.

Office Address Telephone + Telefax Mailing Address

Karl Johans gate 8
0154 Oslo,

47-22-41 09 49 Post Box 870 Sentrum
RREWRE Rank A/C. 6030.05.58383 0104, NORWAY

_--;



You, as the de facto administrator of India, possess the right

and official power, for making decisions on important national

issues.

I, therefore, appeal to you to kindly DECALARE OFFICIALLY THAT

THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA HAS WAIVED OFF THE 1945 DECISION, IN
WHICH NETAJI SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE WAS DECLARED AS WAR CRIMINAL.
For this humanist and patriotic decision and declation of yours

I, as well as, the entire nation in India, will remain ever

grateful you. And I believe that you are the fittest and the
best Prime Minister to do so.

Looking forward to your kind and positive reply at an early
date,

I remain,

Very sincerely yours,

YAt b

Amalendu Guha, M.A., M.Com., M.Sc., Ph.D., D.Sc,
Professor/Director

and author of the books on (which were maile to you earlier)
i) NETAJI SUBHAS : IDEOLOGY AND DOCTRINE
and

iil) GANDHIAN NON-VIOLENCE.

(Proposed for Nobel Prize in Economics in 1999 for theory on:

GLOBAL MALDEVELOPMENT)

Enclo: as mentioned.
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No.VI/11034/118/98-1S(D.I1II)
ey Government of India
Ministry of Home Affairs
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New Delhi, dated the 12th March, 1999,

To,
Shri D.C.Mohanty,
Senior Central Govt. Standing Counsel,
Orissa High Court,
Jhanjirimangala,
CUTTACK.
84T,

Please refer to your letter dated 27.10.98
addressed to the Principal Secretary to the Prime Minister
regarding Writ Application O0.J.C. No. 14400/98 filed by
one Dr. S.S.Mohapatra in the Hon'ble High Court of Orissa.

2. Having regard to the directions of the Hon'ble High
Court we would 1like to mention that as per information
furnished by the Government of United Kingdom, the name of
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose was not included in any list of
war criminals drawn up by them. You may kindly apprise
this position to the Hon'ble Orissa High Court.

Yours ?incerely.

IS‘ 3.
K. Paitan
Director (IS. I]

\///E;////Ato Smt. Rashmi Vemrma, Director Prime

opy
Minister's Office with reference PMO

U.O.No.915/11/C/6498-P01 dated 16.11.98.
-5 ‘/5‘//C
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. 'Kg.ls.A SAMY 8.48.LEXMLA \

'[ ~ General Secretary, )0

All India Forward Bloc (Subhashist) &
Phone: 603562 ( 49 A,

Mothlla! Ist Street,
MADURAI-625 016.

Date: 21-=3=00

Memorandum submitted to the Hon'ble Prime Minister of India

during his Camp to Trichy on 21,3.99 by and on behalf of

All India Forward Bloc (Subhashist)z-

Hequest to appoint a High Level Committee to again inquire

into the "Mysterious—disappearance" of Nethaji Subash Chandra Bose
on 18,8.1945 :

|
|
\ As the Hon'ble Prime Minister of India is well aware of
\1 the entire Historical Background of Nethaji Subash Chandra Bose,

the fore runner of India's Freedom, and hence we need not go in

e i———

detail about his selfless service to the Freedom of India.

| q In short, at the misfortunate end of IInd World War
‘ 1/'1‘ ethaji left Singapore to Taiwan by Plane on 18.8.1945 and during

"the travel it 1s alleged that the plane met with accident and he /
| \ »\ ied in the air crash. "I

1 _ / 1o our knowledge, reliable sources reveal that Nethaji b
3 .-
Q /never tra¥elled in that plane in question and hence he never died

— J

_! M - and left India }o some other country Secretly.
P .
\>9

Yifice of J 9- @)

The news of the alleged air-cr@sh-death of Nethaji was
\first of all came out from the Tokyo Radio on 21.8.1945,

gﬁ) ;) After reaching the safest place, the news of that air-cmpsh
and

the alleged death of Nethaji was let out to the world after /

| three days only according to the instructions on political groundS ~
7 ﬁo lj]?‘o 92.0‘

?\u;’% - | to Work out the future plan of action.

,mt. -------- - —.‘“\-\ L:Ontc- -0/2/000
el (PLTISEN -
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On the Representations from various quarters all over
the country, a Commission of Inquiry was appointed by the then
PIime Minister of India Jawaharlal Nehru consisting of three
members headed by (1) Shanawaz-Khan, (2) Moithra, I.C.S. (An -
Administrative Officer of Andaman Island), (3) and Suresh -
Chandra Bose (Elder brother of Nethaji). After detailed inguiry
Shanawaz, and Moithra submitted _a report as per the direction
of the Prime Minister of Nehru which was onesided and partial
and hence Suresh Chandra Bose disagreed from their reports

and submitted a diqgen‘ing reports.

As such, that Commission Report was not approved by
the Government and the people of the Country zlso lauched at
the report. Again during 1960, we the for %TgcistIJeaded by
ene Thiru.p.K.Mookkaiah Thevar along with others Zepresented to
the then Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, who appointed one
Thiru.Khosla, a retired Supreme Court Judge to inquire into
the alleged Air-Crush death of Nethaji.

This Commission also could not give a clear finding

on this issue acceptable to the nation,

As far as the law of land is concerned, if the death of
a person is to be accepted as true, it should be established

beyond reasonable doubt.

Here in this matter of not only National but
International importance, the mystery is still shrouded with
Cloud of doubts and the myth still continues as a mystery.

Nethaji, one of the Greatest sons of our Mother Bharath

deseyves ptmost importance and great revergnce.

Contdo -./3/nnt
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Therefore, this is a matter of national importance and
the people of India are very much interested in this matter

\ and they want know the actual truth behind this wonderful mystery,

We therefore request the Hon'ble Frime Ministerof India
to kindly appoint a fresh Enquiry Commission tc g¢o into the
"iysterious Disappearance" of Nethaji on 18.8.1945, to go to
all connected places of the World, enquire and collect evidence
and submit the impartial report to the Government and thus
render justice to the national hero "Nethaji and the people of

our Countxy",

2, To remove the name of Nethaji from the list of

International War Criminals :

During the Second World War Nethaji fommed the I.N.A,
and along with Axis Powers, he fought against the Anglo-American
allied forces and while nearing victory, unfortunately nature

worked againstRis plan of action and hence he had to suspend

war abruptly and withdrgw from Imphal.

As he was declared by the Britain as the first enemy

of them, his name was included in the 1list of "International War

Criminals" and that continueus still. Nethaji's name should be

deleted from the 1list of "International War Criminals" in the

interest of the nation.

Why India's name in the Common-Wealth? :-

As early as in 194% itself India is said to have become
independende and hence it is said to be Sovereign in all

Spheres_

Contd. .qa/4/-oo




i

e — e

I1f our Country is really Independenfe then, why the

w -
Britain7sitting at the top and dictating temms in ourx

International activities?

To be a Sovereign State, there should be nobody above
the state either to Control Extexrnal or Internal action of the

state in question.

To remain in the Common Wealth and receiving direction
from Britain in our External activities is definitely

paradoxical to the very concept of Soveriegn State.

Therefore to call ourselves as Independent and
Sovereign State, it is a must and in-evitable necessity that
we quit the Common Wealth immediately and save the name and

honour nation.

Thanking you,

Yours sincerely,

.07

(K. KANDASAMY)
General Secretary,
All India Forward Bloc (Subhas




