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To the Woikers of all Couniries.

Concerning thefPolish Question.

The governments of France, England and America” who
are zlleg.d to have been woging a bloody. wer for the lest
four yecrsin the name of dunumcy, liberty and the csteblish-
ment of a sti.ble and L.sting peace between nations, are now
egg ng on Pol.nd to f.ght Soviet Russiza; this s.me Poland
who h.s received her frecedom cnd independence not eut of
the h .nds of the impernizlist governments but 2s a result
of the Russizn and the German revolutions.

Before his rctirement the following is the resolution that
Celemcnceau made at the ©.st political confcrence: Wor with
Sovict Russia to the L.st drop of blood of the last Polish
sold.er. The poor scction of the Polish population arr.yed in
the Scot h uniform presont d to them by the charit ble
English 2re cirryingon a bloody b: ttle with Russian workirs
and peas nts, along the whole length of the front with
‘which th: Poles have cut into Lithuanu White Russia and
the Ukr .ine, utt rly disrcg rding the will of the wide masscs
of the poy ul:.t on.

Now : fter the conclusive defeatof Udenich, Kolchak and
Denik:n the Polish wir 2g inst Russia seems at first sight
scarcely a rrob bility. Consid. ring th t the white ginr.ls
who had mob lis d undir their banner of the «grcat and in-
divisible Russia» not onl; 2ll the forces of the Russian
bourg oisie, and not onl all that was left of the feud:l-
tzarist, r g'me; considering that the white goncrals who
denend-d not only u-on the sudnort of int rm tion~l capi-
talism but also u~on th- fierce hatred of all the bourgrois
elements of old Russia—f iled to risist the mighty rres-
sure of the Red Armv_isit t -1l likely th t a country like
Polznd, weak and Icft to its own resources should decide to
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throw its:If intoa battle against th: Russian Workers and
Peasants Republic? This would indzed b: an absurd and
suicidal adventure on the part of the Polish Government.

Nevertheless, comrades, let usface the truth boldly,—such
an adventure is possiblz, and it is th: duty of the workers of
th: whole world to do everything to prevent it.

Itis the Allies in the first place that are attempting by
main force to compell Poland ta tike this desperate step.

At Versiilles they made every endeavour economically
and forever to destroy Germany and to split. up Central
Europ into smill States —to dismember it so that the shirks
of international capital may the easier swallow the peoples
of Garmany, Austria and the Bakans piece by piece. But the
peoples of Europe are neithzr Hindoos nor Negroes, and kno-
wing this, th: knights of French capital trembie with foar
bzfore th: cons:quences of their own policy. The French capi-
talists do not beleive that the Garman people with its nack
in th: Versailles noosz will calmly and patiently bear the yoke
of anignominious slavery. Just us after th: d:feat of France
in 1871 Bismark lived all thz tim> under ths fear of the pos-
sibility of a Franco-Russian Alliance against G:rmany, just
$9 th2 present rulers of France are constantly faced with the
threatening vision of th: nations of Central Europe rising
against them. And more especially do they quail before the
idea that the Russian people who had now settled its count-
lessenemies will form a fraternal alliance with th: German na-
tion which had also emancipateditself from the yoke of capital
and younkerdom and thz two will subszquantly afford a po-
werful support to th: French and th: British workers agiinst
their exploiters.

Thz French bourgeoisie has other fears besides, It is
in no small d:gree afraid of a strong «greaty Iandlord, capita-
list Russia. Should the Russian reaction, with the aid of the
Allies, have succeed=d in giining a victory over Worker
Peasint Russia,—it would then, in alliance with th2 def:ted
imperialist Germany, be compoelled to fill upon its siviours
for th> express purpos: of forcing from tham a portion of the
booty which th: canitalists of France, England, of America
and Japan have divided amongst thems:lves. For the only
way in which it were possible for th: Russian reaction further
to fool th: labour and peasint masses is by thz glitter of fo-
rzign conquest, by a mirage of «Great Russian. This fear, on the
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one hand, of an approaching alliance between the revoiutio-
nary  proletariat of Russia with the revolutionary proleta-
riat of Germany and on the other hand of a possible coali-
tion of reactionary Germany with reactionary Russia is what
dictates the entire policy of the Alliesin regard to Poland;
this primarily applies to bourgeois: France.

Formerly French capital was an indiffercnt onlooker of
the manner in which the Tzarist Government dealt with Po-
land; the French bourgeois press systematically maintained
silence regarding the brutalities committed by the Tzarist
satraps in Poland. Whereas now, so soon as Beseller’s mili-
tary heel was removed from the neck of the Polish people,
France began to evince a particular interest to the young
Polish Republic, supplying it from the first day of its
establishment with articles of military equipment. Having
driven Poland as a wedge betwen Russia and Germany,
French capital resolved to convert her, Poland, into a for-
tress against Germany, into a base for mainitaining in the
East a new European political equilibrium favourzble to
the French bourgeoisie.

In the forthcoming conflict with Germany, the phantom
of whichis depriving the French Stock Exchangekingsof their
rest, capitalist France cannot count upon the assistzance of
her former Allies. American capital is leaving petty Euro-
pean intrigues, concentrating its attention on the Pacific
Ocean, on the conflict with Japan, which it is expected will
give the American bourgcoisie 2n apportuniy of arousing once
again the popular masscs to fight for the interests of capital,
to fight for new sources of capitalist profits. The position of
British imperialism is growing more difficult daily. In Eng-
land herself, the dissaffection of the wide masses of the po-
pulation is constantly increasing; a disszffection due to eco-
nomic disorganisation and new taxes which fall, a heavy
burden, not only upon the working masses but also upon
the middle classes. Ireland is on the eve of revolution.
Mass disturbances threatening to take the form of a revolu-
tion against British domination areprevalent in Egypt nd
India... In the event of war with the German workers or the
German capitalists the only hope left to the French bour-
geoisie is Poland. This country must at. all .costs be fully
adapted to the role of watch dogof French capital in the East.
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But biurgeois Franze intends to make us: of Poland
not only in the presum:d com.ng wir w.th Germny.
France ntends £y force upon her th: duties of execution:r of
Soviet Russea, to comoell her ) st.fle that country w.th her
own hunds, and the syon:rth: batter— at all cvents, if
possible, be fore th vietory of the working cliss in Germ ny.
if by th2 tim: of that victory Soviet Russia is wiped off th:
face of th: earth Murshul Foch w.ll occuwyy, unimed:d,
th: Riun: coal basis with black and yellow trooys, cutting
off th: praletirian Girm.n r:evoiution from (ts sztnn_m-
tint source of Lif: and of pow:r. Onze th: Russian and th:
Germn revolutions are s:verady s:ttled the French exploi-
t:rs calculat: thit to put an end t» th: insurrcct on of
ther own prolet iriat will b2 a comoaratively eas; m tter.

Thus s thz reason why Franzeis sy persistently, s» angious-
ly encoursg.ng Poland to f.ght Syviet Russia. T'h: re son for
the 1tmpat ence evinced by France s the: apprehens onl:st the
Worker Peasint Governm:nt in Russ.a g .thor suffic.ent
strength to imress Polund of th: hopelessniuss of hor, Po-
land’s, undertiking, and lest th: movem.nt of th: Polish
work.ng muss2s, wiich s grow.ng from day to diy comell
th: rut.ng ctuss:s of thit country to repud ite this mili-
tiry adventure.

Wh it is the attitud: of capital, which has a pres:ntiment
of its inevit.ble ruin, towards th s udventurous policy of in-
d:pend .nt Polind? Ind:pend.nt Polind did not aris: as the
rasult of the insurrect.on of th: w.d: Polish muss:s. Th: w.d:
msszs of Polind subm ssiv:ly bore the yok: of n t.onal op-
pression, mut:ly dying for their s:veral «f (therl inds) at onze
in th: wr, or, in th: porsHn of th: 12 ading Pol sh sroletiniat,
closng .tsr ks und -r th: b inn rof social.sm, brively fought
aginst the wir. The ruling lindlord and cu).tust clisszs

‘of Polund mad: usz of th: binn:r of ind:jend inze £ cirry
on during th: wir an w:tion w.th the three governm:nts
w th whom they wre h storicilly conn:cted Th: Polish I ind-
tords in Glicia clambur.d for Polish «indejend incey under
the szeotre of th: Hapsburgs, g v.ag u) all id:1 of th: lib:ra-
tion of th: Poles growung und r th: yok: of th: Hoh nzl-
tsrns, —for the s mole r2asHn th .t W Hh:1m Hohenz)ll rn wis
th: friend nd th: ally of th ts m:Crl H1sburg who wis
th: Polish 1ind d g ntr/’s nym nze for th: thron: of th:
future ind:2pend int Poland, On th: oth:r s.d: of th: trenzh:s
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‘the Polish capitalists and landlords hoped that with his
victory over imperialism the Russian Tzar would with the as-
sistance of the shurks of the French Stock Exchunge estublish
‘an andepend.inty Poland under his protecorate. All the plans
for the estublishment of an independ.nt Polind with the as-
sitanice of Austrian and Germun Imperialism ended 1n that
+ the champion of these plains, the Polish social compromiser
who w.s a revolutionary once upon a time but who during the
wur hud become the leader of the Polish legions, Joseph Pilsud-
sky, hus found humsclf behind the bars of the Magdeburg for-
tress. Poland hus attained a certain degree of independace only
owing to the fuct thut under the pressure of the wide masses
of Russia and Germuny imperialism gave way (n these coun-
tries. The Polish ruling clusses were at the head of the
government and being under the dominition of the victo-
rious countries; hoped th.t these will not only assist them to
suppress the Polish revolutionury movement and put the Li-
thuanians, White Russians and the Ukrainians completely
under their dominution, but will also render every aid for
the rcvival of Polish capitalism.

Wh.ist taking an interest 1n the military strength of Po-
land, the Allies, however, evinced not the shightest reg rd as
to the revival of Polish industry. They gave the Poles neither
machinery, nor raw muaterial, nor corn... The trains tht went
from Paris via Coblence to Wursaw carried only military
freight, instruments for the extermination of man by man.
Poland’s economic position was driven into an ever growing
impass. The musses of the people are st rving; soecul itors
and prost.tute officials are hold.ng banqucts;—a festival in
time of plague, it may be called. The wave of public
ifd.gntion is growing with every day.

The hope ¢nt rtuncd, th .t Poland as a country not loaded
with St it debt, will be helped by the Allies to obtiin a Iirge
cred.t abroad, —w s comletely sh . ttered. Polish currency
is at a lowcr rate than thit of defeated Germiny: For all
the goods received from the Allies the Poles have to pay
at exhorb:t nt prices; on the other hind Fren h, Ameri-
can and English speculitors export unhindered the last
remnants of the wealth of devastited Poland.

The result of 111 th sis the growing d strust, irrit tionand
hatred tow rds the Allies not anly of the m :ss of the peonle
but even of a part of the bourgeoisie and of the Polish offi-
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cers; unpleasant collisions between the Polish and the Allied
officers have become a common occurance.

In the Polish Seim the magority belongs to the politically
ignorant profiteering peasants. At the head of the Govern-
ment at first stood a famous musician, his place has now been
taken by a provincial druggist. One of the most influential
men is the romantic Joscph Pilsudsky, — whose hatred
of Tzarism had made him a revolutionary, and whose hatred
subsequently of the labour revolution has turned him into
a reactionary general. Now, being part of the Government
which is shooting workers wholesale he at the same time
belongs to  the Polish Socialist Party, who has stated in
Parliament (Seim) through Dashinsky that the yoke of the
Polish reaction drops a heavier burden on the shoulders of
the masses than did Tzarist despotism.

Such are the conditions under which the current events
are taking place.

The ruling classes of Poland labouring under this mortal
fear and ~gged on by the Allies are likely at any moment to
throw themselves desperately into any kind of adventure.
We repeat this is the reason which makesa Polish waragainst
Soviet Russia an absolute possibility.

We are confident that Soviet Russia haslittle to fear from
th.s war. We are equally confident that the masses of Worker
Peasant Russia who have so heroically resisted the attacks
of Kolchak, Udenitch, Denikin and the like will be able to
deal accordingly with the Polish landlords and capitalists,
and will not allow the Polish adventurers to revive that in-i
terregnum when the Polish landed gentry reigned in the
Kremlin...

But the Communist International is averse to the Po-
lish and Russian workers paying with their blood for the ad-
ventures of the Polish bourgeoisie. Soviet Russia wants peace.
Soviet Russia desires to avoid war so as to be able to put an
end to the poverty and ruin called out by the war and to be-
gin a constructive, peaceful life. The Communist Internatio-
nal is aware that the workers’ government in Poland can only
be firm, when the Polish workers and pesants them-
selves will achieve their victory, and will overthrow the do-
mination of the Polish landlords and capitalists.

Soviet Russia has upon many ocassions offered fo begin
peace negotiations with the Polish Republic; Soviet Russia
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emphasised not only her readiness for the complete recogni-
tion of Polish independance but also its willingness to solve
all disputed questions by the meansof peaceful negotiations.
Soviet Russia has done all in her power to prevent a new war
and new bloodshed.

The rest remains with you, comrades, workers of the world.!

The Polish workers heve made demonstretions and sfrikes
ns-a protest against the war. All hail to the Polish workers.
who are deing their duty under the most difficult conditions!

French and British workers! The issue is in your hands;
it now depends on vour siipporting the Polish proletariat in
their struggle against the war. Save Poland from the horrors
of war, Help the Polish workers to liberate their country, to
help Soviet Russiz, to prevent 2 new war.

The Executive Committee of the Communist Intrnatic-
nal appeals to you to takeyour part in the struggle against
the military adventure of the French imperialists.

Workers of France! Put anend to” thisignoble incitation of
Poland against the Soviet Republic.

Workers of Poland! Force your bourgeoisie to abandon
this new adventure, compell them to give up the war with
Worker Peasant Russia.

Down with the international robbers!

Long live the international proletariat!

President of the Executive Committee of the
Communist International. G. ZINOVIEFF.

February 17th 1920.



To the international Proletariat,

Workers of all countries. Once again blood is being
shed. Once agun vust territories are being laid waste by
war operations, once agiin the working muaisses of Russia
hungering for peace, hungering to get on with their work of
reconstructing their land from out of the ruins, are forced
to take up the rifle. The war of capitalist and landlord
Poland against Soviet Russia is causing an interruption
in the constructive work which the workers and peasants of
Russia have undert.iken so soon as they have defeated the
attacks of Kolchak, Denikin and Udenitch, so soon as they
have liberated their land, their factories and their freedoms
from the attacks of intcrnational capitalism.

Who is the instigator of these ortk
mes. You are aware of the fact that Soviet Russia has re-
cognised Poland’s independance with the first day of the
establishment of that Government. You know that Soviet
Russia has made offers of peace negotiations to the Polish
Government from the very first day of the estiblishment of
the Polish Republic. You know, that anxious to save the
blood of the workers and peasants of Russia and Po-
land, Soviet Russia was prepared to compromise with the
polish landlords and capitalists ind to make concessions of a
political and economic character; that the Soviet Government
is firmly convinced that the Polish workers, the allies of
the Russian proletariat, will sooner or later take the govern-
ment power into their own hands and remove every injustice -
and that in view of this the Soviet Government was prepared
temporarily to hind over to the Polish ruling class such ter-
ritories of the Russian Republic even th: popul ition of which
is not Polish. You know that Soviet Russia was prepared to
conduct peace n:gotiations not only at Warsww, but even at
Paris or London, the capitals of th: governm:nts closely con-
nected with the Polish landlords and capitalists. Poland’s
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reply to the Soviet proposil for a genaral armistice and for
peace negotiationswasaninsidious a t t a ¢ kuoon the Ukrui-
ne, an attick led under the banner of the rest.tut.on of the
pow.r of Petlura, an adventurer, wny sold hums:lf in
turns to the Allied capitalists and to Germunimperialism and
who, repeatedly overthrown by the workers and peas ints of the
Ukraine has goven hims:If to the disposal of the Polish Lind-
lords, these longstinding exploiters und oppressors of the Uk-
raimanpeople. Poland is carrying on a war
for the purpose of robhing the Ukrain-
ian peasants of their lands which is
to be transferred to the Polish land-
lords. Poland is carrying on a warto
lay a heavy indemnity upon defeated
Soviet Russia, upon Russia ruined by
thievattacks of-Allied capital: Thisis
what Poland is fighting for!

But the Polish landlords and capit (lists are not the only
party gu.lty of this w.r. The governments of the Entente
are equully gudty. It is they who hve armed and are arming
Wh.t: guurd Polund. Conduct.ng tride ncgotiations w.th
Soviet Russia they at the sum: tom: have not given up the
hope of breaking the power of the workers and Peasants of
Russia. It is tnur hioe by muuns of truding with Soviet
Russia to d.sorginise that countr, fromw.thin, but stillmore
hopes are laid by a numo.r of sersons wvho form the como-
site g@overnm:nt of the Ent_nt. uson the expect .tion th .t w.th
the sttickof som: count.r-revolutionary power ag iinstWorker
Peasnt Russia it w.ll bz poss ble w th the assist ince of th se
bands once more to hurn:ss th: Russian.proletariat and the
Russian peasintry. The French capitalists
have s:nt to Polind not only a vist quant.ty of armaments
but th:y have also dis).it:h:d 600 off.cers with g:n r .1 Anri
at th h:ad, whoy are to ass st th: in:asablePolishofficers to
lay wst: t) Soviet Russia. On: f.rmremonstrinze, aresolute
word t) Polind on th: »art of th: Br.t sh Government, a re-
m'nd r th t w: had sufficicnt w r ind devistition and that
Russ.a is univers lly n .d d s th: syurze of corn and.r w
m it ri1l —this alon: would suff ce to st mth tide of the war;
but th: Gov:rnm nt of Lloyd G:org:, which is s nding
motes to th Soviet Gov rnm nt, avoealing to its huma-
nitarian s.atiments, demind.ng an amnesty for the Rus-



sian  counter-revolutionaries of Archangel and  the
Crimea, never even thought of telling Poland that
we had enough of bloodshed, enough of tears. The
Polish bandits have promised the go-
vernment of Lloyd George that with
the defeat of the Ukraine they will
supply. it from that country with the
requisite quantity of raw material
and corn; and this was quite sufficient for the British
Government whilst in the process of carrying on trade
negotiations with Soviet Russia to untie at the same time the
hands of white Poland and let her out upon a war against
Soviet Russia. The Italian government of Nitfi, in
mort.l fear before its revolutionary masses. avows its
friendly feelings towards the Russian people, yet it had not
courige openly to protest against the war of white-
guard Poland but is sending her armaments through
Austria. It is needless to add a wordas regards the Ame ri-
can Government. American airman are dropping bombs
upon Ukrainian towns, The Governments of
all the Allied countries are guilty of
this war, by each supportingthe Po-
ligh aggressors.and robbers to a lar
glersorylesise s degren:

Workers of all countries! Soviet Russia will destroy the
impudent bands of Polish imperialism just as she has de-
stroyed those of Udenitch, Kolchak-and Denikin whom vour
governments supported. Following the easy victoriesin the
Ukraine the Poles will begin to feel the wrath of the
workers and peasants of the whole of Russia, the wrath even
of non-party circles who have finally learned to see in the
Soviet Government the protector of the independance of
a great country which having given freedom to all oppres-
sed nations demands now that right which she herself has
recognised even for the smallest peoples,—the right of arran-
ging her life upon her own territory in accordance with
the expressed will of the popular masses of Russia. The ques-
tion is, how long will this war continue;
how much more devastation will it bring, how many more
wounds will it inflict upon the toiling Russian People. It
depends wupon you -~ workers .of all
countries, toputan endto this war in
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the shortest possible period by fi-
nally defeatingthe Polishcapitalists
and Tandlords. ' o

Workers of the ammunition factories of
France. England, Italy and America!l Refuse to turn
out for Poland a single bullet, a single rifle, a single cannon!

- Transport Workers, Railwaymen, Dock labor-
ers and sailors! Refuse to send Poland either ammu-
nition or provisions for it is all to be thrown in the war
against Worker Peasant Russia.

Workers of all countries. Get out into the
street, make demonstrations and strikes and let your
war cry be: «Down with the hypocritical game of the Allied -
capitalists and Governments against Soviet Russia. Down
with support to white guard Poland. The Allies should chain
their dog—the Polish capitalists and landlords, and should
themselves conclude an open peace with Soviet Russian.

‘Workers of Germany and Austria! You know
that Soviet Russia is the pillur of the univers:l revolu-
tion, which alone can liberate you from the yoke of your own
capitalists and of the noose thrown upon your necks by the
treaties of Versailles and St. Germain. Railwaymen of
Germany! Do not let {riins pass from Fr.nce into
Poland. German port labourers at Dantzig! Refuse
to unload steamers intended for Poland. Austrian
Railwaymen. Not a single train should be It pass
through It 1y to Poland.

Workers of Roumania, Finland and Lettland!
Your white governments bound by secret treatics with
the Polish Iandlords are able to draw you into this war.
Be on your guard, strzin all your power to prevent this.

Workers of Poland. You who are tied with. the
Russian proletariat by the mutual thirty years struggle, little
need we speak to you regirding your duties; you will
fulfill them during the course of the war of the capitalists
and landlords against Worker Peasant Russia by m-king
demonstrations and calling strikes in the name of peace with
Soviet Russia, by paying for your struggle with thousands
of sacrifices. The 111 rd Internation21amongst whose founders
were your glorious leaders Ros? Luxembourg and Leo Tycz-
ko, the Communist International is convinced that you
Wil now strainall your power tostrike
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ablowintherear of thearmy of white
Poland by strong detachments so as
togrther with the Russian workers to gain a victory over
the Polish landlords and capitalists. You know that - So-
viet Russia brings Poland not oppression but national
freedom. emancinzation from the chains of Allied capital and
helo in the struggle ag~inst their own cavit~lists. The
victory of Worker Peasant Russia will
be the victory of the Polish Prole-
tariat the brotherandally of the Rus-
sian Workers and Peasants. To the at-
tack, workers of Poland Set out now
upon your last fight. the day is appro-
aching when we shall be the Judges!

Down with the Polish landlords and capitalists.
Long live Soviet Worker Peasant Russia.

Down with the war.

Long live peace between the toiling masses
of Russia and Poland.

Down with the criminal game of the Allied
Governments. -

Long live the International Proletarian Revo-
Tation.

The Executive Committee of the
Communist International.

May 16ch. 1920.
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