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il PREFACE.

Since Assam came under the British rule, Bengali had, for
some time, been the language of the Court and the School,
Assamese being neglected as a mere corruption of the other.
But ‘in the .year 1871, perhaps fortunately for the people of
Assam, Sir ®George Campbell, the then Lieutenant-Govereor
of Bengal, passed an order to use Assamese as the Verna-
:ulan, of the Court and the Schools: Now nearly 12 years
‘ave passed since its introduction, yet _there is no sign of
mprovemefit. Bengali is still the medium of knowledge in
he Middle Class Schools and the want of good books is the
»alpable reason for it. Indeed there have of late appeared
ome elementary text books on Geography, Grammar, History,
seometry, &c, but good readers are not to be found in
lumber. This want can be easily removed by the efforts of
jur educated and learned countrymen. But from that side we,
ire_almost hopeless to meet any support, as they seem to
leglect taking such business in their hands.

Though 1t would be presumptuous on my part to undertake
uch an onerous task with my limited acquirements and powers,
et 1 must muster courage and energy to appear before the
jublic knowing that things always prepare the way for the
reat. 7
| A TYeader, entitled Hitakatha Pratham Soa prepared by me
5 already printed and published. But perceiving it will not suit
ne lower class boys as their text book, I have prepared this
itle book under the title of “Jnanankur,” which I hope will
sily be mastered by the young pupils. It is full of good stories

1id fables ; and if the young intellect be a little benefited by it,
'shall consider my labour amply rewarded.

This little book has no pretentions to correctness of
1ought or language. Our language being not yet fully establish-
i there might be many blunders regarding spelling and style
his being so, all that I can do is to ask the well.intentioned
lucated men of our country in case they discover any short-
mings, to be kind enough to point out to me the same, in order
at they may be rectified in due course. It is needless to add
lat such tokens of friendship will be accepted with respect
ad gratitude by myself. ;

D
Therzih Sap.. 2855, | PURNA KANTA DEVA SARMA,




OPINION

OF

THE ASSAM VERNAGULAR TEXT BOOK CuMMITTE!
NOWGONG.

JNANANKUR
BY
PURNA KANTA DEVA SARMA.
DIBRUGARH.

“This book contains many usefull lessons like the Calcul!
School Book Society’s Reader No. HI. Tt will be useful
the boys who read it. There are certain orthographid
mistakes in the book. I think this was owing to the authal
inability to see the proof sheets as the book was printed
Calcutta.

(Sd.) GUNABHIRAM BARUA,
12-2-84, Extra dssisiant Commissioner.
“I concur with the above remarks,”
16-3-84. (5d.) PRASANNA KUMAR SEN.

“Itis a prose reader in Assamese. Tt contains mi

useful lessons and will be useful o the boys who read i(,”
14-3-84. (5d.) RATNA KANTA BARUA.
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BESo far as my short examination allowed me, I
correcfed a few spellings, which were either printing
mistakes or blunders of the author, The book, as
the author professes, is no doubt suitable to those
, students who are junior to the students of the Part I
of “Hitakatha.” I can guarantee that this little
book will render much help in educating the ,
juvenile intellect. \
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[ have carefully gone though this little book by
Srijut Purna Kanta Sarma and have made a few
verbal alterations at the request of the author. I
am happy to observe that the lessons are selected
with taste and judgment, and they will admirably
spit the capacities of young boys and girls.
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